
UPTON – The 51st SkillsUSA 
State Leadership & Skills Con-
ference was held on May 2nd at 
Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School 
(BVT). The annual event, hosted 
by SkillsUSA Massachusetts, 
welcomed approximately 2,100 
district champions and many no-
table dignitaries. It is an incredible 
showcase of  vocational technical 
training at its finest.

BVT’s Superintendent-Director 
Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick was 
honored during the opening cere-

monies. The national high school 
president of  SkillsUSA, Kallie 
Allen of  Hopedale, a senior in the 
Biotechnology program at BVT, 
presented Dr. Fitzpatrick with the 
SkillsUSA Massachusetts Honor-
ary Life Member award. It is one 
of  the highest recognitions within 
the SkillsUSA organization, be-
stowed upon individuals who have 
made significant contributions to 

By Theresa Knapp 
MENDON - On Memo-

rial Day, the Mendon Police 
Department rededicated 
a monument in memory 
of  former Police Chief  
Mathew M. Mantoni, who 

was 39 years old when he 
was killed in the line of  duty 
75 years ago. 

According to www.odmp.
org (Officer Down Memo-
rial Page), on Jan. 11, 1950, 
“Chief  Mathew Mantoni 

was shot and killed after re-
sponding to a disturbance at 
a local bar at 0030 hours. As 

Restored monument in memory
of Mendon Police Chief Mathew
Mantoni rededicated

The monument dedicated to former Mendon Police Chief Mathew Mantoni, who was killed in 
the line of duty in 1950, was recently restored and rededicated. It now stands in front of the new 
Mendon Police Department. Photo credit: Theresa Knapp

BVT students win 46 
SkillsUSA medals
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The deals 
are hot! 

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
SEVEN BRANDS // BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 

 
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $15,000 
or as much as 15% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!
NEW AND USED VEHICLES  

On Our Lots Ready for Delivery! 

  HUGE SELECTION 
OF TARIFF FREE

FIND
US ON:

Thinking of Moving?

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell
ABR, ASP, SRS, GREEN, SRES, MBA

Let our 23+ years of experience & top tier
marketing help you sell for more!

ROBYN: 774-573-1336 • RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com • SEAN: 774-696-6402  
Helping families buy & sell homes with care, strategy & results

U X B R I D G E ,  M A

Spring & Fall Cleanups  •  Mowing & Trimming
Shrub Trimming  •  Mulching & Bed Maintenance

508.377.2672  •  amstutzlandscapingllc@norcell.us

FREEESTIMATES!
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POWERED BY PROPANETAKE LIFE OUTDOORSTAKE LIFE OUTDOORS
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators

Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens  
Patio Heating & Lighting • Home Heating

POWERED BY PROPANEPOWERED BY PROPANE

508.533.6561
info@medwayoilpropane.com 

medwayoilpropane.com

Call today to make your life better with propane
& ask about our NEW Customer Programs!

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Nipmuc social studies department receives 'Recognition of 
Department Excellence in Teaching Social Studies Award' 

The Nipmuc Regional High 
School social studies department 
has received the "Recognition 
of  Department Excellence in 
Teaching Social Studies Award" 
from the Massachusetts Council 
for Social Studies.

The department, comprised 
of  Department Chairperson 
Matthew Merten and teachers 
Darcy Daniels (who won 2024 
Massachusetts History Teacher 
of  the Year from the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of  Ameri-
can History), Daniel MacIsaac, 
Christine Manzella and Brian 
Moloney, was nominated by Co-
Principals Clements and Moran.

The "Recognition of  Depart-
ment Excellence in Teaching 
Social Studies Award" recog-
nizes outstanding social studies 
departments that exemplify 
collaborative, innovative and 
effective instructional practices 
in their classrooms. Honored de-
partments promote the develop-
ment of  skills and curiosity that 
demonstrate democratic beliefs, 
values, and tools needed for 
students to become active and 
engaged in civic life.

Co-Principals Clements and 
Moran nominated the group 

of  teachers based on their ex-
cellence in collaboration, the 
impact of  their professional 
work on students’ development 
of  civic skills, their leadership 
in connecting the curriculum to 
the world beyond the classroom, 
and their leadership within and 
beyond the school. 

The department has excelled 
in a variety of  ways. The an-
nual civics project that teachers 
organize stands as a powerful 
example of  experiential learn-
ing, empowering students to 
develop crucial research skills 
and make a tangible differ-
ence in their community. The 
project provides students with 
the opportunity to pursue their 
interests through a project in 
which they apply their learning 
to real-world issues. The experi-
ence culminates in the annual 
Civics Symposium, an event 
that welcomes families, com-
munity members, professionals, 
and leaders to hear directly from 
students about their learning 
journeys and project outcomes. 
This immersive program fosters 
a strong sense of  empowerment 
among students and cultivates 
essential "durable skills" aligned 

with the school's Portrait of  a 
Learner, enabling them to con-
nect their learning with their 
strengths, interests, and potential 
for real-world impact. 

The department has offered 
leadership in the development 
of  the “Authentic Learning Lev-
eling Up Protocol,” a strengths-
based, collaborative protocol, 
of  which Department Chair 
Merten served as a leader. As 
part of  the protocol, students 
and teachers work together to 
take high-confidence learning 
experiences and connect them 
to the world beyond the class-
room. Since the schoolwide roll-
out of  the protocol, department 
members have become leaders 
of  this work, designing a wide 
array of  experiences that dem-
onstrate authenticity.

In addition, the department 
has sought opportunities to 
share its work with others to ex-
tend its impact beyond Nipmuc. 
They collaboratively wrote an 
article that will be published 
in the New England Journal 
of  History focused on legacy 
projects. They have also shared 
their work at the 2024 Climate 
Change Challenge and will pres-

ent at the 2025 Massachusetts 
Association of  School Superin-
tendents' Summer Conference. 

"We are a tight-knit team of  
educators with a wide range of  
complementary skills that have 
built a culture of  trust, creativ-

ity and shared purpose," said 
Merten. "We leverage each team 
member’s unique strengths and 

The Nipmuc Regional High School social studies department, from 
left, Darcy Daniels, Brian Moloney, Daniel MacIsaac and Matt Merten, 
holding a photo of Christine Manzella, who wasn't able to attend, was 
recognized at an award ceremony held at the Charles River Museum 
of Industry and Innovation in Waltham on April 29. Photo Courtesy 
Mendon-Upton Regional School District
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centralfcu.com • (508) 482-5371

Make your summer home projects a 
reality with a Home Equity Line of Credit

Open online at centralfcu.com or at our 
Milford branch located at 82 Prospect Street

Whether you’re dreaming of relaxing poolside or entertaining friends 
and family on a new patio, a Central One Home Equity Line of Credit 

can turn your summer project dreams into reality.

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.

 

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757IMPERIAL TOYOTA

+SALE ENDS 06/30/2025. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL 
APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT 
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $595 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR 
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 7 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CER-
TIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK 
VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

*New 2025 Tacoma SR5 2.4L Double Cab with MSRP: $42,854. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 
miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $549 per month for 36 months with $4,198 due at signing (including 
$2,999 cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $549, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection 
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, 
and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM25-737. Offer ends 06/30/2025.

$40,354+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$549*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

35 TACOMAs 
AVAILABLE

save $2500

#TM25-737

Brand Spankin’ New  
2025 TOYOTA 

TACOMA SR5 
4x4 - i-FORCE 2.4L

• Double Cab • Alloys • Lane Departure • 5-ft bed

MSRP: 
$42,854

*New 2025 RAV4 XLE AWD with MSRP: $33,884. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per 
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $339 per month for 36 months with $4,439 due at signing (including $3,450 
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $339, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection 
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess 
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# SW23D519. Offer ends 06/30/2025.

$33,384+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$339*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

50 RAV4s 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#SW23D519

Brand Spankin’ New  
2025 TOYOTA 

RAV4 XLE SUV 
ADV AWD - 2.5L

• 27/33 MPG City/Hwy • Lane Departure

MSRP: 
$33,884

Upton Senior Center 
news for June

To meet Gomer, please visit the Milford Humane Society at
milfordhumane.org or call 508-473-7008 for more information.

Alzheimer’s and Brain 
Awareness Month 

June is Alzheimer’s & Brain 
Awareness Month, a time 
to raise awareness and show 
support for the millions of  in-
dividuals and families affected 
by Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementias. More than 
6 million Americans are cur-
rently living with Alzheimer’s 
- a number that is expected to 
rise significantly in the com-
ing years.

At our center, we are com-
mitted to promoting lifelong 
brain health through programs 
built around four key pillars:
-  Social Engagement
-  Diet & Nutrition
-  Exercise & Fitness
-  Cognitive Activity & Lifelong 

Learning
This month, we’re offering 

special programs focused on 
Alzheimer’s awareness and 
brain health:

- June 18 at 2:30 p.m. Upton 
Memory Café A friendly, sup-

portive gathering for individu-
als living with memory loss 
and their care partners. Join 
us for conversation, connec-
tion, and fun in a welcoming 
environment.

- June 25 at 12:30 p.m. Lunch 
& Learn: Healthy Living for Your 
Brain and Body Presented by 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
this session explores the latest 
research on lifestyle factors like 
diet, physical activity, cognitive 
stimulation, and social connec-
tion. Attendees will leave with 
practical tips and a personal 
plan for healthy aging. A light, 
brain healthy lunch will be pro-
vided, generously sponsored 
by Always Best Care Senior 
Services

- Upton Police Department Visits 
Learn more about the Silver 
Alert Program, a critical re-
source designed to help locate 
individuals who may wander 

UPTON SENIORS
continued on page 5 

Pet of the Month: Meet Gomer

Gomer, or “Gomez”as we af-
fectionately call him, wants you 
to know that life doesn’t have to 
be so hectic. Just one look into 
his gentle green eyes reminds 
you that it’s time to slow down 
and take some Gomer time. Pet 
his gorgeous soft gray fur and 
forget your to-do list for a little 
while.

Gomer came to us from an 
overcrowded household. Right 
out of  the gate, he wanted to be 

our best friend. He really wants 
to be with you and will follow 
you around, if  that works for 
you. When you are too busy 
to spend time with Gomer, he 
will wait patiently for you to 
be available, well that is unless 
there is food involved, then he 
will be right by your side hop-
ing you are in a sharing mood. 
While the sound of  a treat bag 
or can opening brings him 
running, it’s more the poten-

tial for human contact than 
the food itself  that he craves. 
Gomer is good with other cats 
but having come from a home 
with so many feline friends, it’s 
clear he would really like some 
undivided attention from his 
humans. 

For more information on 
Gomer or the other cats at the 
Milford Humane Society, please 
visit https://www.milfordhu-
mane.org/
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the development of  SkillsUSA 
and vocational education. He 
accepted the award on behalf  
of  the district and in memory of  
Helga “Sunnie” Epstein, a Ho-
locaust survivor and vocational 
advocate.

BVT's student competitors 
achieved remarkable results, 
earning 46 medals: 17 Gold, 17 
Silver, and 12 Bronze. Maria 
Clara De Oliveira of  Milford, a 
sophomore in the Electrical pro-
gram at BVT was elected as a 
State Officer for the 2025-2026 
school year. These achievements 
are a testament to the student's 
hard work and dedication.

The gold medalists earn the 
right to represent SkillsUSA 
Massachusetts and compete 
with champions from all over 
the country at the SkillsUSA 
National Leadership and Skills 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, 
this June. The complete list of  
medalists is available at www.val-
leytech.k12.ma.us/skillsusa.

BVT 2025 State Medalists 
BVT students who earned 

medals at the State Leadership 
& Skills Conference are listed by 
hometown:

BELLINGHAM
Silver: Audrey Drons, Promo-

tional Bulletin Board; and Kiele 
Sarnie, Carpentry.

Bronze: Matthew Skarin, Weld-
ing.

BLACKSTONE
Gold: Haley McKinnon, Pho-

tography.
Bronze: Mia Delvecchio, Bak-

ing & Pastry Arts; and Isabella 
Olsen, Health Knowledge Bowl.

DOUGLAS
Silver: Ava Austin, Sticker 

Design; and Devin Drumheller, 
Mechatronics.

GRAFTON
Gold: Connor McInerney, 

HVAC/R; and Cooper Often, 
Mechatronics.

Silver: Amaya Langer, Bio 
Tech Knowledge Bowl; Robert 
Lazo, Mechatronics; Daniel 
Warfield, Electronics; and Ellen 
Winderbaum, Promotional Bul-
letin Board.

HOPEDALE
Gold: Ella Foster, Engineering 

Technology. 
Silver: Evan Griffin, Internet-

working; and Christopher Rus-
sell, Bio Tech Knowledge Bowl.

Bronze: Gabriella Griffin, 
Health Knowledge Bowl; and 
Declan Reilly, Computer Pro-
gramming.

MENDON
National Voting Delegate: Payton 

Smith.
Gold: Phoebe Burke, Robotics 

& Automation Technology; and 

Payton Smith, Safety Poster De-
sign Team. 

Silver: Kalynn Bellefontaine, 
Nurse Assisting; and Nathan 
Lucey, HVAC/R.

Bronze: Leila Leyvas, Health 
Knowledge Bowl.

MILFORD 
National Voting Delegate & State 

Officer Elect: Maria Clara De 
Oliveira.

Gold: Andrew Dolan, Health 
Occupations Professional Port-
folio.

Silver: Ethan Dahmer, Bio 
Tech Knowledge Bowl.

Bronze: Olivia Guido, Painting 
& Design Technology; Arianna 
Turner, Robotics & Automation 
Tech.

MILLBURY
Gold: Allison Garden, Engi-

neering Technology.
Bronze: Jonathan Tremblay, 

Diesel Equipment Technology.
NORTHBRIDGE
National Voting Delegate: Bella 

Baltramaitis.
Gold: Esther Alves, Robot-

ics & Automation Technology; 
Bella Baltramaitis, Safety Poster 
Design Team; Steven Caya, 
Principles of  Technology, Zabel 
Derkosrofian, Telecommunica-
tions Cabling; and Autumn 
Gromelski, Restaurant Service.

Silver: Liliana Carpenter, 
Restaurant Service; and Olivia 
Medina, Painting & Design 

Technology.
Bronze: Sosie Derkosrofian, 

Medical Terminology.
SUTTON
Gold: Benjamin Hicks, Elec-

tronics Technology.
Bronze: Keira Lavine, Robotics 

& Automation Tech.
UPTON
Gold: Justin Fransen, Mecha-

tronics.
Bronze: Cassidy Lyon, Health 

Knowledge Bowl.
UXBRIDGE
Gold: Gabrielle Gannon, Engi-

neering Technology. 
Silver: Matteo Lame, Power 

Equipment Technology; and 
Abigail Thompson, Promotional 
Bulletin Board.

About Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School serves the towns of  Bell-
ingham, Blackstone, Douglas, 
Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, Millville, 
Northbridge, Sutton, Upton, 
and Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of  the Blackstone Valley, 
BVT creates a positive learn-
ing community that prepares 
students for personal and profes-
sional success in an internation-
ally competitive society through 
a fusion of  rigorous vocational, 
technical, and academic skills. 

EXCELLENCE
continued from page 2

SKILLSUSA
continued from page 1

Dog Grooming Services

3YEARSin aROW!

Family Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years!

FROM YOUR LOCAL FAVORITE GROOMER Happy Happy

Father’sFather’s
Day!Day!

COUNTRY HILLS PLAZA Rt. 16, MENDON   •   508-473-4744

strive to design engaging, real-
world learning opportunities that 
encourage students to think criti-
cally, connect with history and 
understand their role in society. 

We would like to thank John Cle-
ments and Mary Anne Moran, 
our administrative team, for 
providing essential guidance and 
support, as well as our students 
and many other members of  
the Nipmuc High School com-
munity. We are truly honored to 
receive this recognition."

Department members were 
recognized at an award cer-
emony held at the Charles River 
Museum of  Industry and Inno-
vation in Waltham on April 29.

"I am incredibly proud of  our 
Nipmuc Social Studies Depart-
ment for receiving this award," 
said Mendon-Upton Regional 

School District Superintendent 
Dr. Maureen Cohen. "This 
team pours their heart into 
making history come alive, en-
couraging critical thinking, and 
helping our students see their 
role in the world. They are mak-
ing a difference in the lives of  
the students they teach."
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due to memory impairment.
Join us this June in support-

ing brain health and building a 
more informed, compassionate 
community

Line Dancing Wednesdays at 
2:45 p.m. NEW TIME!

If  you’ve always wanted to 
try line dancing, now’s your 
chance! This class is a begin-
ners class with basic steps so no 
experience is necessary and no 
partner needed. Just bring your 
enthusiasm and a comfortable 
pair of  shoes. Line dancing is an 
extremely fun way to exercise 
while also reducing stress. These 
dances will be put to all differ-
ent types of  music. Come by 
yourself  or bring a friend! With 
a passion for music and exercise 
Marcus Mancini will be the 
instructor. He has over fifteen 
years in both taking and teach-
ing line dancing. It all started 
for him with a class just like the 
one we are offering. Classes are 
drop-in, $5 each.

Coffee & Conversation 

UPTON SENIORS
continued from page 3

with the Town Manager Fri-
day, June 13  9:15 – 9:45 a.m.

Join us for a casual and in-
formative conversation with 
Town Manager, Joe Laydon. 

Crafts with Betty
Friday, June 13 at 10 a.m.
Rescheduled from May - 

Join Betty Brault for our June 
craft, a Fairy Garden! 

Mindful Meditation Fri-
day, June 13 at 1 p.m.

Calm your mind and body 
so you can acknowledge and 
accept your thoughts, feelings, 
and sensations without judg-
ment through Mindful Medi-
tation with Robin Natanel. 
FREE

Upton Memory Café  
Wednesday, June 18 at 2:30 p.m.

The Upton Memory Café 
was designed by Nipmuc High 
School volunteers to meet the 
needs of  individuals affected 
by Alzheimer’s and dementia 
in Upton surrounding com-
munities. If  you or your loved 
one are experiencing problems 
with memory or thinking, we 
encourage you to attend the 
Memory Café. It is a great 

opportunity for engagement, 
socialization and support.

Intergenerational Game 
Day Friday, June 20 at 1 p.m. 

Join us for an intergenera-
tional event as senior citizens 
and library patrons ages 3 and 
up come together for an after-
noon of  fun and games! We 
will host giant board games, 
classic board games, puzzles, 
and more!

Lunch & Learn: Healthy 
Living For Your Brain and 
Body Wednesday, June 25 at 
12:30 p.m. 

Learn about important 
research into diet/nutrition, 
exercise, cognitive activity and 
social engagement and develop 
a plan for health aging. Light 
lunch generously sponsored 
by Always Best Care Senior 
Services. Presented by the Al-
zheimer’s Association.

Lunch Trip Monday, June 
30 at 12 p.m.

Join us for lunch at George’s 
Surf  & Turf  in Mendon! 
Please note George’s only of-
fers outdoor, covered seating. 
CASH ONLY 

CALLING ALL CAPTAINS OF CARDBOARD!

Join us for the 25th Anniversary

Running of the Taft Public LibraryRunning of the Taft Public Library
Great Cardboard Boat Race!Great Cardboard Boat Race!

CELEBRATE THE 25th ANNIVERSARY
of the Taft Public Library

GREAT C ARDBOARD BOAT R ACE!GREAT C ARDBOARD BOAT R ACE!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23WEDNESDAY, JULY 23  
Mendon Town Beach on Lake NipmucMendon Town Beach on Lake Nipmuc

Races begin 6:30pm
Check-in & Inspection begin 5:30pm

Rain Date Tuesday, July 29

AWARDS
presented in

multiple categories
including 

Fastest Finishers
& Best Boat

Designs

COLORS
are

LIGHT BLUE
or

MEDIUM 
GREY

SIZES
are

SMALL 
to

XXXL

COMMEMORATIVE
25th ANNIVERSARY

T-SHIRTS
available for purchase

in the Library
$20 each

$20$20  eacheach
Purchase at the Library

All Proceeds Go Toward
Future Programming at Taft

JOIN US AT THE BOAT RACE
WEDNESDAY,  JULY 23

at the
MENDON TOWN BEACH

PURCHASE A
Commemorative 
BOAT RACEBOAT RACE

T-SHIRTT-SHIRT

RACE
PARTICIPANTS

should stop in the Library
for the Rules & Registration Form. 

Online registration is coming soon!
All boats must be registered
with the Library before 5pm

on Friday, July 18.
NO EXCEPTIONS.

     LIVE DJ!

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 50/50 RAFFLE!

Taft Public Library celebrates
25th Cardboard Boat Race
this summer

The Taft Public Library in 
Mendon will be celebrating the 
25th running of  its Great Card-
board Boat Race this summer. 
Every July, intrepid boaters take 
to the waters of  Lake Nipmuc 
to try their hand at racing a 
cardboard boat of  their own 
creation. These are not boats 
in miniature. Participants con-
struct boats to be helmed by one 
person, two people, or three or 
more occupants. Sometimes 
they float and sometimes they 
don’t. The fun is in finding out. 

This year’s boat race is sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 23, at 
the Mendon Town Beach. Boat 
check-in and inspection begins 
at 5:30 p.m. with the races start-
ing promptly at 6:30 p.m. Rain 
date for the race is Tuesday, July 
29.

Credit former Taft Children’s 
Librarian Susan Bertram as the 
originator of  the boat race in 

CARDBOARD
continued on page 8 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Email us about an upcoming event or about a concern about things

happening around town editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com

Fire officials warn parents
about laptop fire social
media ‘challenge’
14 incidents and attempts reported in Massachusetts,
many more likely undetected

State Fire Marshal Jon Da-
vine and Massachusetts fire 
chiefs are urging parents and 
educators to talk to youngsters 
about the risk of  fire and in-
jury posed by a recent social 
media “challenge.”

The trend, which appears 
to have started on TikTok, 
promotes inserting a paper 
clip, pencil lead, or other 
conductive object into a lap-
top computer’s charging port 
or other port. This can cause 
a short circuit that increases 
the device’s temperature or 
causes smoke, sparks, or a 
fire – any of  which could in-
jure a young user.

“We’ve received more than a 
dozen reports from Massachu-
setts fire departments of  young 
people engaging in this behav-
ior in less than a week,” said 
State Fire Marshal Davine, 
who last month circulated a 
notice about the nationwide 
trend to local fire chiefs. 	

“There are probably many 
more that responsible adults 
haven’t heard of  or officially 
reported. No matter how 
smart your kids or students 
might be, please impress upon 
them that the only thing you 
should place in a computer 
port is the appropriate cord.”

“Today’s electronic devices 
pack a lot of  power into small 

containers, and tampering 
with them is dangerous,” 
said Foxborough Fire Chief  
Michael Kelleher, president 
of  the Fire Chiefs Association 
of  Massachusetts. “Almost all 
modern laptops are powered 
by lithium-ion batteries, which 
can erupt in sparks and flames 
when damaged or abused. An 
event like that will injure any-
one close by. The fire can eas-
ily spread to clothing, bedding, 
upholstery, and furniture.”

Most of  the reported in-
cidents were interrupted 
by teachers who spotted 
the abuse of  school-issued 
laptops. They occurred in 
Barnstable County, Essex 
County, Hampden County, 
Hampshire County, Middle-
sex County, and Worcester 
County beginning on or 
about May 6. So far, only 
one minor injury has been 
reported but heavy smoke 
and device damage have been 
reported in some cases.

Unfortunately, social media 
trends involving risky fire-
related behavior are not new. 
In 2020, numerous electrical 
fires and damage were re-
ported after another challenge 
promoted dropping a coin 
onto the prongs of  a power 
plug partially inserted into a 
wall outlet.GOT ANTS?

WPC Pest & 
Termite Control

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

CALL NOW
to protect your home!

FREE Inspection
FREE Outside Barrier

LICENSED & INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATESFAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 •• sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!

Getting rid of ants, the most 
common home invader

While homeowners across the 
country enjoy the warm weather 
and the sights, smells and ac-
tivities of  the season, they also 
must contend with increased 
pest activity. This season, WPC 
Pest and Termite Control is re-
minding homeowners to be on 
the lookout for one of  the most 
prevalent pests – ants.  

Often considered the No. 1 
nuisance pest, ants also pose 
significant health and property 
risk as they destroy wood and 
contaminate food items. And 
with more than 700 types of  
ant species in the United States, 
it’s not surprising that ants can 
quickly become a source of  dis-
gust, frustration and concern for 
homeowners. 

“Most ants thrive in warm 
and moist conditions, which is 
why it’s best to eliminate mois-
ture or standing water near 
or inside the home,” says Jim 
Mazzuchelli, owner of  WPC 
Pest and Termite Control. “In 
some cases, the only way to 
completely remediate an ant 
infestation is to call a qualified 
pest professional who can locate 
and remove the identified spe-

cies’ nests.”
 WPC Pest and Termite Con-

trol reminds homeowners that 
the first step to remediation is to 
properly identify which ant spe-
cies is present in the home.

Some of  the most common 
home invaders include:
•  Odorous House Ants: 

These ants get their name 
from the unpleasant odor they 
give off when crushed, often 
described as smelling like a 
rotten coconut. They typically 
nest in wall voids and crevices 
and prefer sweet foods.

•  Pharaoh Ants: Pharaoh 
ants prefer sweets, but also 
consume grease and even 
shoe polish. They live in ex-
tremely large colonies and 
keep warm near artificial 
heating sources like baseboard 
heaters and ovens.

•  Carpenter Ants: This spe-
cies hollows out nests in both 
dry and moist wood, though 
they prefer the latter. They 
can be particularly hard to re-
move since their nests can be 
more difficult to locate.

•  Fire Ants: Fire ants can 
cause severe allergic reac-

tions in addition to structural 
damage caused by chewing 
through the insulation around 
electrical wiring.
Homeowners who suspect an 

ant infestation should contact a 
licensed pest professional who 
can identify ant species and rec-
ommend a course of  treatment. 
To learn more about ants, please 
visit www.nobugsnopests.com.   

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  this 
article.
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Mendon Senior Center News for June
Shine Health Insurance 

Counseling
Certified SHINE counselors 

are available to assist you with 
questions about Medicare. 
SHINE services are free and 
unbiased: we are available to 
discuss all options related to 
Medicare and additional cov-
erage, and we do not sell any 
plans.

Call the Mendon Senior Cen-
ter at 508-478-6175 to make 
an appointment or call the Re-
gional SHINE Office in Milford 
at 508-422-9931.

SHINE (Serving the Health 
Insurance Needs of  Everyone) 
is funded through the federal 
agency, Administration for 
Community Living and admin-
istered through the Massachu-
setts Executive Office of  Elder 
Affairs.

Friends of Mendon Elder 
News:

Friends Dine Out—Wednes-
day,  June 11 - Cracker Bar-
rel, Wrentham. Carpool with 
friends from the senior center (a 
week early this month) at 11:30 
a.m. or meet at the restaurant 
at 12noon. Please sign-up at the 
senior center.

Calling all Crafters!—The com-
mittee organizing December’s 
Jingle Bell Fair is looking for 

individuals interested in work-
ing on crafts to sell at this year’s 
event. June date to be deter-
mined. Call Paula Malnati at 
508-282-0187 for more infor-
mation.

The Friends of  Mendon El-
ders is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization raising funds for the 
benefit of  the Senior Center and 
the seniors it serves.

 
Hobby of the Month: Fly 

Fishing 101
Please join our local fly-fish-

ing fanatic, James Thach for an 
introduction to fly fishing! We 
will be discussing and having 
hands on with all the equip-
ment and weather dependent 
potential show the basics of  
casting. If  you enjoy fishing or 
just love the outdoors, come on 
out and see the basics of  this 
amazing hobby.

Topics to include:
-  Fly Fishing, What’s it all about
-  Breakdown of  equipment
-  Fly design and purpose
-  The principles of  the “cast”
-  Fly tying demonstration

Date: Monday, June 23 at 1 
p.m.

Place: Mendon Senior Center, 
62 Providence St., Mendon. 
Please stop by or call 508-478-
6175 to register for this free 
program.

If  you have a hobby you’d like 
to share, please contact Director 
Amy Wilson Kent at 508-478-
6175.

New Players Welcome!
The Mendon Senior Center 

offers a variety of  recreational 
activities including:
-  Cribbage—Wednesdays 9:45 

a.m. The Cribbage group is 
always looking for new play-
ers. Stop in Wednesdays at 
9:45 a.m. All levels welcome.

-  Hand, Knee and Foot card 
game—Tuesdays 1 p.m.

-  Mah-Jong - Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 1 p.m.

-  Brain Games—Thursdays 
11:30 a.m.
Please check our schedule 

regarding days, times, and 
availability. Don’t see your 
favorite game listed, please let 
us know what you’d like to see 
offered!

Bocce Anyone?
The Senior Center is in the 

process of  preparing the bocce 
court for use. A group is form-
ing to play Monday mornings 
beginning at 10 a.m. Feel free to 
stop by to join in or call the cen-
ter if  you’d like to reserve your 
own time. Bring your own bocce 
balls or ask to borrow ours. Note 
- Help is needed to maintain the 
court by raking periodically. Call 
the center if  interested.

Monthly Memory Café
Did you know Atria Draper 

Place of  Hopedale offers 
a Memory Café every 3rd 
Wednesday of  the month from 
10 -11:30 a.m. for a morning of  
socializing, live entertainment 
and delicious treats in a relaxing 
environment? Find understand-
ing and connection. Individuals, 
families, and friends affected by 
memory loss are all welcome.  

Please RSVP to Ann Hovsepian  
508-482-5995 by Monday, June 
16 or Ann.Hovsepian@AtriaSe-
niorLiving.com

Sharing Strength - New 
Support Program

The Mendon Senior Cen-
ter  is pleased to announce 
the return of  counselor Gail 
Bourassa, LMHC to the center 
to offer a supportive program 
Sharing Strength. The group 
will have a focused discussion 
twice monthly based on cho-
sen topics. Scheduled dates for 
June are 6/12 and 6/26 from 
10 - 11 a.m. Please contact Janet 
Hubener if  you are interested in 
attending this group.

Fraud & Scams
Dean Bank returns to the 

MENDON SENIORS
continued on page 15 

10 Cedar Street, Hopkinton
HopkintonVision.com  |  508.435.4711

Welcoming New Patients

Dr. Steven Perryman & Office Team

Schedule an Appointment Today!

• Quality/Detailed Eye Exams
• Contact Lens Fitting
• Optical Lab and Repairs
• Extensive Frame Selection

• Dry Eye Specialist
• LASIK Consultations
• IPL and MiBoFlo
• Emergency Eye Care
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OBITUARY
Hannelore Amelia Pacheco 
(Kuhlmann), 95, formerly 
of  Holbrook, known 
affectionately as Hanna to 
her friends and family, passed 
away peacefully of  natural 
causes on May 1, 2025, in 
Raynham, Massachusetts. 
Born on December 8, 
1929, in Mecklenburg, 
Germany, she was a beacon 
of  adventurous spirit, 
generosity, and captivating 
charm throughout her 95 
years.

Hanna’s early years in 
Germany were marked by 
an appreciation for the great 
outdoors, a passion that only 
grew as she did. Her love 
for ice skating, skiing, and 
hiking was matched by her 
talent in each, and became 
an integral part of  her life. 
Her melodious voice found a 
home at The Boylston Schul-
Verein, Walpole, a German 
Club, where she joined the 
singing choir, and she sang 
with gusto and joy, sharing 
her culture and zest for life 
with all those around her.

A master of  the garden, 
Hanna cultivated beauty 
and life in the soil of  her 
home in Holbrook, creating 
an oasis that reflected the 
care and attention she gave 
to every aspect of  her life. 
Her gardens were a symbol 
of  her nurturing soul, a 

trait that extended into her 
relationships with her loved 
ones.

She is reunited in eternity 
with her husband, Manuel 
Costa Pacheco, her mother 
Dora Becker, and her sister, 
Ursula Clark, whom she 
cherished deeply. Hannelore 
leaves behind a legacy of  love 
carried on by her children 
Bruce Pacheco and wife 
Beth, Mark Pacheco and 
wife Linda, and Michelle 
McSherry and husband 
George, her grandchildren 
Jonathan, Lauren, Emily, 
Hannah, Katelyn, Shane 
and Joshua and her great-
grandchildren Evelyn and 
Kellan. Each family member 
carries forward a piece of  
Hanna’s extraordinary 
legacy through their own 
lives.

Those who knew Hanna 
will remember her as a 
woman who embraced life’s 
challenges with a remarkable 
blend of  strength and grace. 
Her generous nature knew 
no bounds, and she was 
always the first to offer 
help to anyone in need. 
Her life was a tapestry of  
experiences that made her 
one of  the most interesting 
and engaging individuals to 
be around.

Hanna’s passing leaves 
a void in the hearts of  all 

who loved her, but her spirit 
remains a guiding light. 
Her adventurous tales, her 
laughter in the chorus, and 
the beauty of  her gardens 
will continue to inspire and 
comfort her family and 
friends. Hannelore Amelia 
Pacheco’s life was one well-
lived, full of  passion and 
kindness, and she will be 
dearly missed by all who had 
the privilege of  knowing her.

A private memorial service 
honoring her life was held at 
Cartwright funeral followed 
by her burial at Blue Hills 
cemetery.

The family would like to 
thank Old Colony Hospice 
of  West Bridgewater for 
their compassionate care. 
Memorial contributions 
may be sent in lieu of  flowers 
to Old Colony Hospice, 
321 Manley St. West 
Bridgewater, MA 02379. 

www.oldcolonyhospice.org 

The Upton Mendon Free Press 
is currently seeking freelance 
writers who live in the area and 
are interested in writing for our 
publication. If interested, please 
send a résumé and writing sample to 
editor@UptonMendonfreepress.com

Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard 
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident, you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137

the late 1990s. Since that time, 
the race has remained the cor-
nerstone event of  the library’s 
Summer Reading program. 
Awards are given for first, sec-
ond, and third place as well as 
categories like most creative 
design, most spirited team, and 
most spectacular sinking. The 
race is run with the assistance of  
library staff, Library Trustees, 
and the Taft Friends group as 
well as the Mendon Parks De-
partment. 

In honor of  the 25th an-
niversary, the library has been 
working on a special 25 for 25 

initiative this spring, an effort to 
get 25 boats registered to race 
in this year’s event. Rules and 
registration, which includes a 
list of  all award categories, can 
be picked up at the library. On-
line registration will be posted 
in June.

Anyone from Mendon or 
surrounding communities can 
participate. The library also en-
courages town departments and 
local businesses to enter a boat.  
For the past few years, the Men-
don Brothers of  the Brush have 
routinely challenged organiza-
tions in the Group Challenge 
category, including the Mendon 
Police Department and Fire 
Department and Select Board 

for charity.
For those mystified about 

how to construct a cardboard 
boat to keep one person afloat 
much less two or six people, the 
library is hosting boat construc-
tion workshops the evenings of  
Thursday, May 29, Wednesday, 
June 18, and Thursday, July 
17. Contact the library at 508-
473-3359 for additional details 
on workshops and visit www.
taftpubliclibrary.org to register 
for one.

Special 25th anniversary t-
shirts are on sale at the library 
by the Friends of  the Taft Public 
Library for $20 each. Proceeds 
go toward future library pro-
gramming.

CARDBOARD
continued from page 5
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Scan this QR CODE to visit our Website

you may need to tap in to 
your income stream and sav-
ings accounts, or even explore 
alternative options, such as 
borrowing from your retire-
ment plan, if  it’s allowed by a 
divorce court judge.

•  Create a budget. You may want 
to build a temporary budget. 
Your divorce attorney can 
advise you on how long your 
separation period may last in 
a contested case.

•  Start building separate bank and 
brokerage accounts. Consult with 
your divorce attorney on ways 
to establish independent bank 
and brokerage accounts with-
out harming your spouse.

•  Understand your retirement benefits. 
Know the value of  your and 
your spouse’s 401(k) or similar 
plans, IRAs, pensions, stock 
options and other employer 
benefits. Also, you might need 
to negotiate the splitting of  
retirement benefits through 
a qualified domestic relations 
order (QDRO). A tax profes-
sional and a financial advisor 

can help you understand how 
different QDRO proposals 
can affect your retirement 
goals.

After the divorce is final …
•  Finish building your separate fi-

nancial accounts. You may want 
to close any joint accounts or 
credit cards, change online 
access to financial accounts, 
remove your name from bills 
for which you are no longer 
responsible and complete any 
agreed-upon asset transfers, 
such as dividing retirement 
assets. 

•  Create a new budget. You can 
now create a longer-term bud-
get, incorporating any spouse 
or child support you receive 
as income. You may also need 
to adjust your spending to 
reflect items in the divorce 
agreement, such as expenses 
now covered by your former 
spouse and court-ordered 
responsibilities for paying col-
lege education expenses for 
dependent children and pos-
sibly the attorneys’ fees for a 
former spouse.

•  Review your protection plans. You 
may need to review your life, 
homeowners and auto insur-
ance policies. And if  you were 
covered under your spouse’s 
health insurance plan, 
you may want to apply for 
COBRA to stay on that plan 
up to 36 months or switch to 
your own employer’s plan, if  
available. If  you don’t have 
access to an employer’s health 
insurance, you may want to 
explore a marketplace plan 
from the Affordable Care Act 
or contact a health insurance 
broker.

•  Review your estate plans. To re-
flect your new marital status, 
you may need to work with 
your legal professional to 
change some of  your estate-
planning documents, such as 
a will, living trust, advanced 
health care directive or power 
of  attorney. Also, review the 
beneficiary designations on 
life insurance policies, IRAs, 
annuities and investment ac-
counts, as these designations 
can likely supersede instruc-
tions on your will or trust. 

•  See your tax professional. You may 
need to consult with your tax 
professional on issues such as 
changing your tax return fil-
ing status, claiming a child as 
a dependent and dealing with 
tax implications of  assets re-
ceived in the divorce.

Going through a divorce is 
not easy — but by taking the ap-
propriate steps before and after 
the divorce is finalized, you can 
at least help put yourself  in a 
more secure and stable financial 
position to begin the next phase 
of  your life.

Contact Mark today to discuss 
this topic or any of  your finan-
cial goals.
Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY EDWARD 
JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL

EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

Going through a divorce is 
emotionally painful and can 
disrupt one’s life in many ways 
— but does it also have to be 
financially devastating?

Not necessarily. You can help 
yourself  greatly by making a 
series of  moves. Here are some 
to consider: 

Before the divorce is final …
•  Determine how you’ll cover the 

cost of  the divorce. To meet the 
costs of  a divorce, which can 
be tens of  thousands dollars, 

Steps to take before — and after — a divorce

Mark Freeman, CEPA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Spring into Comfort, 
Care & Community
Experience the perfect blend 
of independence, support, and 
community at SALMON at Medway. 
With exceptional amenities, 
engaging activities, and specialized 
care, including assisted living and 
memory care, we’re here to meet 
your needs at every stage.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn 
more — we can’t wait to welcome 
you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors
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EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

Direct SLT
A revolutionary advance in glaucoma treatment
debuts in Massachusetts

SLT
continued on page 11 

By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

Glaucoma is one of the lead-
ing causes of irreversible blind-
ness worldwide, affecting over 3 
million Americans and millions 
more globally. This silent disease 
gradually damages the optic 
nerve—often without noticeable 
symptoms until significant vi-
sion is lost. Lowering intraocular 
pressure (IOP) remains the only 
proven way to slow or stop its 
progression—and innovative 
treatments continue to evolve in 
the fight to preserve vision.

In a major advancement for 
glaucoma patients in Massachu-
setts, Dr. Roger Kaldawy, MD, 
is offering the state’s first Direct 
SLT (Selective Laser Trabecu-
loplasty) using Alcon’s newest, 
state-of-the-art laser system. 
This groundbreaking 2-second 
procedure will take place at 
Milford Franklin Eye Center’s 
surgical facility in Milford, MA, 
marking a new chapter in laser 

glaucoma care—right here, 
close to home.

What Is Glaucoma and 
How Is It Treated?

Glaucoma is a group of  eye 
diseases that damage the optic 
nerve, usually due to increased 
intraocular pressure. The most 
common form, open-angle 
glaucoma, occurs when the 
drainage system of  the eye be-
comes less effective over time, 
allowing fluid to accumulate and 
pressure to build. Without treat-
ment, this pressure can cause 
permanent vision loss.

Traditional glaucoma 
treatment options include:
•  Medicated eye drops to reduce 

fluid production or improve 
drainage

•  Oral medications, often a last 
resort due to systemic side ef-
fects

•  Laser treatments, such as con-
ventional SLT or argon laser 

trabeculoplasty (ALT)
•  Minimally Invasive Glaucoma 

Surgery (MIGS) for moderate 
disease

•  Traditional surgeries, includ-
ing trabeculectomy or tube 
shunts, for advanced cases
Each approach has its pros 

and cons, and treatment is tai-
lored to the patient’s specific 
needs and stage of  disease.

What Is SLT?
Selective Laser Trabeculo-

plasty (SLT) is a well-established, 
non-invasive laser treatment that 
targets the eye’s trabecular mesh-
work—the tissue responsible 
for draining fluid from the eye. 
SLT uses gentle laser pulses to 
improve outflow and lower IOP, 
often reducing or eliminating 
the need for daily eye drops. It’s 
a quick, painless procedure with 
minimal downtime, typically per-
formed in an outpatient setting.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, Dr. Kaldawy was among the 

first surgeons in the region to 
offer SLT, performing hundreds 
of  successful treatments over the 
years. Our facility provides SLT 
in a state-of-the-art surgical cen-
ter in Milford, offering expert 
care without the need to travel 
to distant hospitals or urban 
centers.

With this advanced center 
available in your backyard, 
there’s no reason to travel 
hours for glaucoma or eye 
surgery. If  your provider is still 
recommending you drive long 
distances for treatment, we wel-
come second opinions and offer 
world-class laser glaucoma care, 
right here in Milford.

Introducing Direct SLT: 
The Next Generation of 
Laser Therapy

Alcon’s Direct SLT takes tra-
ditional SLT to the next level, 
combining the trusted benefits 
of  SLT with cutting-edge tech-
nology and enhanced precision. 
This new approach allows the 
laser to be applied more ac-
curately and consistently to 
the drainage tissues of  the eye, 
resulting in improved outcomes 
and a better patient experience

What Sets Direct SLT 
Apart from Traditional SLT?
Traditional SLT:
•  Requires a goniolens: A special-

ized lens is placed on the eye 

to allow the physician to visu-
alize and direct the laser beam 
at the trabecular meshwork

•  More operator-dependent: The ac-
curacy and effectiveness can 
vary based on the physician’s 
experience and technique

•  Longer procedure: Typically takes 
a few minutes

•  Can involve some discomfort: Some 
patients may experience dis-
comfort from the goniolens

Direct SLT (DSLT):
•  Non-contact: Laser energy is 

delivered through the limbus, 
eliminating the need for a 
goniolens or physical contact 
with the eye

•  Automated and fast: The proce-
dure is automated, takes less 
than 3 seconds, and can be per-
formed by trained personnel

•  Efficient and accessible: DSLT 
may treat more patients in less 
time, making care more ac-
cessible

•  Potentially more comfortable: Non-
contact delivery improves 
patient comfort

Who Should Consider Di-
rect SLT?

Direct SLT is especially ben-
eficial for:
•  Patients with early to moder-

ate open-angle glaucoma
•  Individuals looking to reduce 

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured
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MONUMENT
continued from page 1

he entered the bar, one of  the 
patrons opened fire and struck 
him. Chief  Mantoni returned 
fire and wounded the suspect. A 
female bystander was also shot 
and killed in the exchange of  
gunfire. The suspect was con-
victed of  both murders, served 
his 35-year sentence, and was 
released.”

According to an article in the 
Milford Daily News at the time, 
the Mantoni funeral was the 
“largest ever conducted in Men-
don.” It was attended by “over 
200 policemen” and “thou-
sands of  mourners.” Mendon’s 
population in 1950 was approxi-
mately 1,600 people. 

The “Mantoni Memorial” 
monument was previously lo-
cated at the old police station, 
and was recently restored and 
installed in front of  the new 
police station at 22 Main Street, 
a building named after Chief  
Mantoni.  

The ceremony on May 26 
was attended by friends, fam-
ily, neighbors, and community 
members. Retired Sergeant 

Matthew Mantoni (grandson of  
Chief  Mantoni) played the bag-
pipes; he previously served with 
the Mendon Police Department 
and most recently retired from 
the Blackstone Police Depart-
ment. Also present was Eliza-
beth Mantoni, daughter-in-law 
of  Chief  Mantoni; she has 
long served the Mendon Police 
Department as assistant to the 
Chief  and police dispatcher, 
continuing the family’s legacy 
of  service.

In his opening remarks, cur-
rent Police Chief  David H. 
Kurczy said that Chief  Mantoni 
“probably was the first commu-
nity police officer in this town” 
and said “his memory is some-
thing that will last here forever.” 

Andrea Hogarth of  Men-
don is Chief  Mantoni’s 
granddaughter, and she was 
impressed with the monu-
ment, adding “I’m pleased 
that it’s here.” 

Kurt Oosterman, Andrea’s 
brother, of  Rhode Island said 
the ceremony was ‘touching,’ 
especially the speeches. 

Their brother Joe Ooster-
man, also of  Rhode Island, 
said the ceremony was ‘fan-
tastic’ and he loves the monu-
ment. “I was born in 1956 so 
I never knew my grandfather 
but I heard a lot about him; 
we always spoke of  him at our 
family get-togethers. I love the 
monument, it’s a great likeness 
of  him.”

or avoid glaucoma medica-
tions

•  Patients with sensitivity or al-
lergies to eye drops

•  Those with difficulty main-
taining a drop regimen

•  Patients with ocular surface 
disease worsened by medica-
tions

Benefits and Risks of Di-
rect SLT
Benefits:
•  No incisions and minimal 

discomfort
•  Quick recovery
•  May reduce or eliminate the 

need for daily drops
•  Repeatable treatment
•  Customized for individual 

patient needs
Risks:
•  Temporary eye irritation or 

inflammation
•  Mild, short-term increase in 

IOP immediately after treat-
ment

•  In rare cases, insufficient 
pressure reduction
Why Choose Milford 

Franklin Eye Center for Your 
Laser Glaucoma Surgery?

We are proud to be the first 
center in Massachusetts to offer 
Direct SLT, and even prouder to 
provide it in a local, accessible 
setting that prioritizes patient 
comfort and convenience. 
Our facility is equipped with 
the latest ophthalmic technol-
ogy, and our team—led by Dr. 
Kaldawy—delivers compas-
sionate, expert care with excel-
lent outcomes.

Here’s the great news: You 
don’t need to travel far to receive 
top-tier glaucoma care. We’re 
offering excellence in SLT—
including the newest Direct 
SLT—right here in Milford.

If  you or someone you love 
is living with glaucoma or el-
evated eye pressure, contact us 
today to learn whether Direct 
SLT is right for you. We’re hon-
ored to bring this breakthrough 
in glaucoma care to our com-
munity—and we’re ready to 
help you protect your vision for 
years to come.

For more details, see our ad 
on page 10.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

SLT
continued from page 10

Access Bellingham-Mendon, Inc. 
10 WILLIAM WAY (OFF RTE. 140) • BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

Tel: 508-966-3234 • Email: abmi8@comcast.net
Visit us on the web at abmi8.org

BELLINGHAM TOWN COMMON
Wednesday July 2. 6pm – 8pm.  Kids Night with Wayne Potash and Trevor the Games Man. 
Sponsored by Bellingham Town Common Trustees
Wednesday July 9.  6pm – 7pm – Free pony rides. 6:30pm – 8:30pm  Riverboat Stompers (Dixieland jazz).  
Wednesday July 16. 6pm - 7pm Free pony rides., 6:30pm – 8:30pm  Morse Code (rock and pop).
Wednesday July 23.  6pm – 7pm Free pony rides., 6:30pm – 8:30pm  Back Pages (classic rock). 
Sponsored by Middlesex Savings Bank 

MENDON TOWN BEACH
Wednesday July 30. Free Pony Rides 6:30pm – 7:30pm., 6:30pm – 8:30pm. Quintessential Brass  
(brass band). 
Wednesday Aug 6. Free Pony Rides 6:30pm – 7:30pm,. 6:30pm – 8:30pm Vinyl Echo (power trio)
Wednesday Aug 13.  Free Pony Rides  6:30pm – 7:30pm., 6:30pm – 8:30pm  Alexander’s Jazztime Band 
(jazz standards)

ABMI-TV Concerts on the Grass 2025

Several members of the Mantoni extended family attended the re-
dedication ceremony on May 26. Source: Mendon Police Department 
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Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
9 Milford Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-8   •   Mon., Fri. & Sat. 9-4   •   Sun. CLOSED

UPTON LIBRARY 
continued on page 13

Upton
PAVING

PavingPaving  –  SealcoatingSealcoating
Crack FillingCrack Filling  –  ExcavationExcavation
FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES

SCHEDULE NOW!
Call Mauricio  508-202-8602

BHRPaving@gmail.com

  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

By Matthew Bachtold, Library 
Director and Lee Ann Murphy, Chil-
dren’s Librarian

Upton Library will be 
closed on Thursday, June 19

Summer Reading Program 
Begins June 16!

It's the Annual Summer 
Reading Program! This year's 
theme is Level Up at Your Li-
brary!, a theme encouraging a 
love of  play and games. Regis-
ter online or at the circulation 
desk, and be sure to visit the 
library to pick up your packet 
of  materials. Keep reading all 
summer and join us for special 
events all summer long. The 
Summer Reading Program be-
gins June 16 and ends August 9. 
For all ages!

Mini Golf at the Library – 
June 16 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Join us for mini golf  inside the 
library! One Up Games will be 
on-site to run a 9-hole indoor 
mini golf  course as our Kickoff 
Event for the Annual Summer 
Reading Program. Please reg-
ister each child and adult who 
will be golfing. Library services 
will not be available during this 
event, but you are welcome to 
come early and socialize while 
waiting for your start time. For 
ages 5+. Pre-register your group 
for a specific time slot. Spon-
sored by The Friends of  the 
Upton Town Library.

Summer Reading Bingo 
June-August

Summer reading isn’t just for 
children! Participate by picking 
up a bingo sheet at the library 
desk. Get bingo and return your 
sheet to earn raffle tickets to 
compete for prizes!

Friends of the Upton Town 

Library News:
The Friends of  the Upton 

Town Library completed an-
other hugely successful and fun 
Spring Book Sale! We want to 
send out a big thank you to all 
of  our many volunteers – we 
could not have done it without 
you and you are much appreci-
ated! Please join us at our next 
meeting, which will be held on 
Thursday, June 12, from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the library. We will 
be planning for upcoming events 
and looking forward to ideas for 
our next projects. Please bring 
your ideas and enthusiasm. 

ADULT EVENTS
Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults

Join our tabletop game series 
for adults! The featured game in 
June will be Quacks of  Quedlin-
burg. The June meeting will be 
Thursday, June 26, 5:15 - 7:30 
p.m. Beginners and experienced 
players both welcome! Register 
at uptonlibrary.org.

Introduction to Hand 
Drums & Drum Circles with 
Dave Curry – Monday, July 14, 
6 – 7:30 p.m. Ages 10-Adult

Join Dave Curry as he intro-
duces you to a range of  different 
types of  drums from various tra-
ditional sources. He'll teach you 
the basic technique for getting 
a good sound from each of  the 
drum types, and the common 
rhythms that are associated with 
those drums. No prior experi-
ence is necessary and instru-
ments are provided, though you 
are welcome to bring a hand 
drum of  your own if  you have 
one. Register at uptonlibrary.org. 

Scent & Suds: Create Your 
Own Foam Soap – Thursday, 

July 24, 6 - 7:15 p.m. Costs $10 - 
Registration Required

Join us for a fun, hands-on 
workshop where you’ll craft your 
own natural foam soap using 
essential oils. Learn about their 
benefits and how to safely use 
them while creating a personal-
ized blend. It’s a great opportu-
nity to make something special 
for yourself, your family, or as a 
thoughtful gift! All materials are 
provided, and space is limited. 
Registration is required, and the 
program costs $10 to be paid 1 
week before the program. See 
the library website for details. 
This program is sponsored by 
the Friends of  Upton Town 
Library.

Virtual Author Talk Series
View free online author talks, 

either live or recorded. Register 
and get more information at the 
library website, or at https://
libraryc.org/uptontownlibrary

Author Talk with Pria 
Anand: On the Strangeness and 
Wonder of  Our Brains - Thurs-
day, July 31 at 2 p.m.

CHILDREN’S & YOUNG 
ADULT EVENTS

Game Day – June 20 1 p.m.
Join us for an intergenera-

tional event as senior citizens 
and library patrons ages 3 and 
up join for an afternoon of  fun 
and games! We will host giant 
board games, classic board 
games, puzzles, and more! 
Registrations for senior citizens 
should be done by calling the 
Senior Center at 508-529-4558. 
For ages 3 to 103! Pre-registra-
tion required. Not a drop off 
event.

Movie Events – June 21 at 1 
p.m, July 9 at 5:30 p.m.

Our monthly movie events 
will take place throughout the 
summer in the Greatroom. Visit 
our Event Calendar online for 
movie titles, descriptions, and 
audience age suggestions. No 
registration required.

Tetris Pins – June 24  6 p.m.
Tweens and teens can join us 

as we use colored wooden beads 
and pin backs to make Tetris-
style pins that will be the envy of  
any gamer! Note: hot glue guns 
will be used for this program. 
For ages 8+. Pre-registration 
required.

Hands on Nature: Magical 
Fireflies – June 25 at 6 p.m.

Learn about these special noc-

turnal insects, and the ways they 
have been used as sources of  
light in many cultures. Discover 
the habits and lifestyles of  these 
luminous insects, and learn what 
makes their ‘cool light’ different 
from other ‘warm light.’ Bring 
a recycled glass jar, and make 
a firefly catcher to bring home 
and enjoy this summer! For 
ages 5 to 12. Pre-registration 
required.

Teen Trivia – July 2 at 6 p.m.
Join Mrs. Murphy for a Jeop-

ardy-style game of  trivia! Hang 
out and test your knowledge on 
all types of  facts! Snacks will be 
served. For ages 10 to 16. Pre-
registration required.

Perler Bead Art – July 11 1 
p.m.

Join us as we use Perler beads 
to create our favorite video 
game characters! Don't like 
video games? Make a Perler 
bead creation of  your own 
choosing! Note: This activity in-
volves use of  a hot iron. For ages 
8+. No registration required.

MONTHLY LIBRARY 
EVENTS – Register now!

All programs and events re-
quire pre-registration at uptonli-
brary.org or call 508-529-6272.  
Registrations open the month 
prior to events.

Baby Storytime – Fridays at 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Baby Storytime is for ages 
birth to 3 and is held on Fridays. 
This is a 20-30-minute lapsit 
program featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes. Pre-regis-
tration required.  

Preschool Storytime –
Thursdays at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime is for ages 
3 to 5 and is held on Thursdays. 
This is a 45-minute program 
featuring stories, songs, rhymes, 
and a craft. Pre-registration re-
quired.

Saturday Storytime – June 
14 at 9:30 a.m.

Once a month we offer a 
30-45-minute Saturday Sto-
rytime, blending Baby and 
Preschool storytimes featur-
ing stories, songs, rhymes, and 
a craft. Can’t join us for our 
weekday programs? This event 
is just for you! For ages 0-5. Pre-
registration required.

Drop-In Storytime – June 
23 at 9:30 a.m.

Our Children’s Department 
offers a Drop-In Storytime ses-

sion, once a month. No registra-
tion required! This is a blend of  
our Baby and Preschool Story-
times; however, no craft will be 
provided. We will feature stories, 
songs, rhymes, and fun! This will 
be held in the Greatroom and 
will be a larger group size. For 
ages 0 to 5.

Music & Movement – June 
16 & July 7 at 9:30 a.m.

This program features Deb 
Hudgins and is an interactive 
program, perfect for children 
and their caregivers to enjoy 
together. Deb plays guitar and 
sings, and is sure to incorporate 
stories, dancing, fingerplays, 
games and more at each of  her 
fun, themed performances. This 
program is partially funded 
through a grant with Beginning 
Bridges CFCE in Uxbridge. For 
ages 1 to 5. Pre-registration is 
required.

Storybook Art Club – June 
17 at 10 a.m. 

This program meets the 3rd 
Tuesday of  each month. Chil-
dren will enjoy a picture book 
and create a craft inspired by the 
story! This month will feature 
books by Antoinette Portis and 
recycled art materials. Pre-regis-
tration required. For ages 3 to 5.

LEGO Club –June 18 & July 
2 at 4 p.m.

This group meets the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of  each month 
from 4 - 5 p.m. This group is 
led by Library Director, Mat-
thew Bachtold. We provide 
the LEGOs while you have 
fun building and making new 
friends. This program is for 
ages 3 to 12. Pre-registration is 
required. 

Crafternoon – June 26  3 
p.m. 

This is a new drop-in program 
that will meet the 4th Thursday 
of  each month. Children can 
make a simple craft using ma-
terials such as crayons, scissors, 
paint, and glue. This month, 
we are making paper ladybugs! 
For ages 3+. No registration 
required.

Tween Book Club – June 26 
at 6:30 p.m.

This club is especially for 
our middle grade patrons, ages 
10 to 14. This group reads 
popular middle grade titles se-
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Scan this QR CODE to visit our Website

Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. Subject to 
credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or 
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.   

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering personalized guidance and 
making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a lot more 

approachable. From your first home to your forever home – we’re here to help.

Connecting all offices:  
1.800.578.4270 

www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com 
to connect with one of our trusted 
lenders today.

lected by our members. This 
month, we will be discussing 
the title A Whale of  the Wild by 
Rosanne Parry. We welcome 
new members all year round! 
Pre-registration required. Note: 
This month’s meeting is on a differ-
ent Thursday due to the Juneteenth 
holiday this month.

Kids’ Book Club – July 2 
4 p.m.

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile chapter 
books on the first Wednesday 
of  each month from 4 - 4:45 
p.m. We will be discussing the 
graphic novel Paws Volume 1: 
Gabby Gets It Together by Nathan 
Fairbairn. This group is for 
ages 7 to 10. We welcome new 
members all year round! Pre-
registration required.

Chess Club – 1st Tuesday/
Thursday each month, 2 - 5 
p.m. 

Learn to play chess or just 
play with new players. We will 

have a student from BVT to 
help teach those new to the 
game. For ages 8 to 16. No 
registration required.

Crafting Club – 2nd Tues-
day/Thursday each month, 
2 - 5 p.m.  Feeling crafty? Join 
us as we create new projects 
each month. Beading, crochet, 
painting – the possibilities are 
endless! For ages 8 to 16. No 
registration required.

Gaming Club – 3rd Tues-
day/Thursday each month, 
2 - 5 p.m. 

We’ve got a Play Station 5 
and tons of  board games and 
we’d love to have tweens and 
teens join us! New games each 
session! For ages 8 to 16. No 
registration required.

Magic the Gathering: 
Commander – 4th Tuesday 
each month, 4 - 6 p.m. Join 
us for an introduction to the 
popular card game, Magic 
the Gathering - Commander 
format. 

We will be joined by local 
patron, Josef  Vargas, as he 
shares his knowledge with 

those wanting to learn and 
play! If  you have a Com-
mander deck, please bring it 
to play. For ages 8+. Please 
register.

Upton Reads Book Group
An eclectic mix of  contem-

porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tues-
day afternoon and Thursday 
evening of  each month in the 
Community Center classroom, 
with a Zoom remote option.

Tuesday, July 8 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, July 10 at 
6:45 p.m.: The God of  the Woods 
by Liz Moore.

Fic or No Fic Book Group
An adult book group led by 

Librarian Micaela that alter-
nates fiction and non-fiction 
selections. Meets on the last 
Wednesday of  each month at 
6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 25 at 6:45 
p.m.: The God of  the Woods by 
Liz Moore. 

For more information or 
assistance with any library 
services, call 508-529-6272 or 
email mbachtol@cwmars.org

UniBank held Annual
Meeting at Portuguese
Club

UniBank, the largest Mutual 
Community Bank headquar-
tered in Central Massachusetts, 
recently held their Annual 
Meeting at the Portuguese Club 
in Milford.

Michael Welch, CEO of  Uni-
Bank, said, “Our Annual Meet-
ing had a special energy at the 
Portuguese Club. We welcomed 
over 160 Directors, Corporators, 
and team members who each 
contributed to our great success 
in 2024.  It always makes me 
proud to reiterate the 150+ year 
legacy of  our commitment to 
the Central Mass community, 
our giving of  over $2M to non-
profits and charities in 2024, 
and the current strength of  
UniBank financially, as well as 
our prosperous outlook for the 
remainder of  2025.”

UniBank Chairman, Tim 
Wickstrom, commented at the 
meeting, “Tonight, we hold our 
Annual Meeting for the 1st time 
in Milford, where we have a very 
vibrant and prosperous branch 
just a stone’s throw from here.  
It is also fitting that we have 
our meeting at this beautiful 
Portuguese Club of  Milford, a 
long-time gathering place for the 
Portuguese immigrant commu-
nity in Milford and Hopedale.” 

Chairman Wickstrom added, 
“As many of  you know, Milford 
and the Blackstone Valley towns 
of  Uxbridge and Whitinsville 
have a long history of  welcom-
ing immigrants to work, live, 
worship, and prosper in their 
communities. In Milford and 
Hopedale, the Portuguese im-

migrants worked at the Draper 
Mill, another large textile 
machine manufacturer in the 
Blackstone Valley area, second 
only to the Whitin Machine 
Works in Whitinsville. Tonight, 
we salute, celebrate and recog-
nize the Portuguese immigrant 
community here for their con-
tribution to the Greater Milford 
community through their hard 
work culture, their family and 
faith values, and their neigh-
borly acts of  kindness towards 
one another.  We look forward 
to continuing to support this 
community, as well as the com-
munities in the Greater Milford 
area, as we expand our presence 
in adjacent communities.”

UniBank would like to thank 
the Portuguese Club team for 
their gracious hospitality as well 
as Oliva’s Market, Catering and 
Gourmet Gifts of  Milford for 
providing their exceptional ca-
tering and service.

UniBank is headquartered in 
Whitinsville, MA with assets of  
$2.6 billion as of  December 31, 
2024. A full-service, mutually 
owned community bank, Uni-
Bank has branches in Central 
Massachusetts and the MetroW-
est region of  Massachusetts. 
UniBank is dedicated to con-
tributing to the overall quality 
of  life and economic health of  
the communities it serves, while 
maintaining an elevated level of  
financial soundness and integ-
rity. UniBank is an Equal Hous-
ing Lender and Member FDIC. 
NMLS #583135. The company 
website is www.unibank.com.
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Recent Home Sales
    Date	 Mendon	 Amount
05/20/2025	 17 Rawson Farm	 $1.12 mil
05/01/2025	 21 Ashkins Drive	 $759,900

     Date	 Upton	 Amount
05/23/2025	 79 Fowler Street	 $530,000
05/22/2025	 14 Fieldstone Street	 $475,000
05/16/2025	 12 Chickadee Way #26	 $881,301
05/15/2025	 4 Bradish Farm Road	 $815,000
05/15/2025	 10 Chickadee Way #25	 $795,475
05/15/2025	 20 Boot Shop Road #41	 $856,798
05/12/2025	 51 School Street #2	 $404,000
05/01/2025	 332 Mendon Street	 $3.20 mil
04/30/2025	 80 Shannon Way 	 $735,000
04/29/2025	 2 Plumbley Road	 $903,000

Source: zillow.com / Compiled by Upton & Mendon Free Press

The 3-bed, 3-bath, 1,912-square-foot home at 21 Ashkins Drive in 
Mendon recently sold for $759,900. Photo source: www.Zillow.com 

LOOKING TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS?
Contact Susanne: 508-954-8148  •  sue@sodellconsult.com

BOUCHER 
ENER0Y 
SYSTEMS, INC. 

DIAMOND™
CONTRACTOR 
ELITE 

It/I 

• MITSUBISHI
�ELECTRIC 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems 
provide year-round comfort and are up to 

40% more efficient than traditional systems

NOW OFFERING UPFRONT REBATES
Call us for a free estimate

508-473-6648
           www.boucherenergy.com

 Boucher Energy Systems has been designing 
     and installing HVAC systems since 1981 
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Friends of Milford announce 2025
Summer Live Tribute Concert Series
Expanded lineup features iconic tributes every Monday night at Plains Park

The Friends of  Milford are 
thrilled to announce the return 
of  the Summer Live Tribute 
Concert Series for 2025—big-
ger and better than ever. This 
year’s series features six exciting 
tribute performances celebrating 
legendary artists, all held Mon-
day nights at 6:30 p.m. at Plains 
Park, rain or shine.

The 2025 lineup includes:
• Cher – July 14
• Elvis Presley – July 21
• Rod Stewart – July 28
• Neil Diamond – August 4

• Frank Sinatra – August 11
• Johnny Cash – August 18
John Seaver, a founding mem-

ber of  the Friends of  Milford, 
shared his excitement:

“The 2024 Summer Concerts 
were a great success, with over 
250 people attending each of  
the three concerts. This year, 
we’ve expanded the Concert Se-
ries to six concerts. We are look-
ing forward to a great summer 
of  fun and music.”

The concert series is a commu-
nity-driven event made possible 

by the dedication of  the Friends 
of  Milford—John Seaver, An-
thony Consigli, David Consigli, 
Steve Ellis, Paul Mastroianni, 
Rick Nashawny, and Harold 
Rhodes—with generous support 
from the Milford Lions Club.

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring blankets, lawn chairs, and 
their dancing shoes for an unfor-
gettable summer of  music under 
the stars.

For more information, please 
contact Harold Rhodes at har-
oldrhodes@comcast.net

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Anytime, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

DECKS • KITCHEN REMODELS • ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS • ROOFING

SIDING • WINDOWS • GUTTERS
ENTRY DOORS • DORMERS • AND MORE! 

774-573-9811774-573-9811
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MENDON SENIORS
continued from page 7

Mendon Senior Center on 
Wednesday, June 25 at 11 a.m. 
to provide attendees with an 
update on some of  the new 
trends they’re seeing in the area 
of  fraud and scams. Bank ex-
perts from the Mendon Branch, 
Compliance & Security as well 
as Electronic Banking Opera-
tions will be on-hand to answer 
your questions and provide tips 
on how best to respond t fraud 
attempts. They’ll share stories 
of  recent successes they’ve had 
preventing fraud from occurring 
with their customers and will 
offer resources to use in the event 
you or someone you know falls 
victim to fraud. Stop by or call 
the Senior Center to register.  

911 Reflective Safety Signs 
Available

Mendon Firefighters Relief  
Association (MFFRA) a local 
non-profit, has worked to cre-
ate 911 reflective safety signs to 
better help first responders find 
your home safely. The cost per 
sign is $25. Limited financial 
assistance is available for seniors 
and veterans. Make checks out 
to: MFFRA and drop off at the 
Mendon Fire Dept. and include 
your name, address, phone 
number and include the house 
# you want on the sign if  differ-
ent from your address. Come to 
the Friends meeting on Monday, 
June 9 at 10:30 a.m. for more 
information.

Mendon Senior Walking 
Group 

The Mendon Senior Walk-
ing Group will meet, weather 
permitting, Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
at various locations. The 
average distance we walk is 
approximately 2 miles. We’re 
always open to different walk-
ing trails. We sometimes change 
it up a bit. Diane Howell, the 
group leader, requests email 
addresses and phone numbers 
to be sure all are aware of  any 
walking changes/cancellations. 
If  you are interested or have 
questions, contact Diane at 
diane.m.howell@icloud.com or 
call her at 508-473-3081. New 
Walkers are always welcome.

Hip Hop Dance Chair Ex-
ercise

The Mendon Senior Center 
welcomes back Rondae Drafts 

with a fun, energizing exercise 
program for seniors set to music. 
This program, funded by the 
Mendon Cultural Council, is 
offered to you at no cost. Two 
complimentary sessions will be 
offered: Monday, June 30 at 
11:30 a.m. Please stop by or call 
the senior center to register for 
one or both groups.

 
Falls Safety & Falls Re-

covery
Join us for a fun, interac-

tive session to learn about Falls 
Safety and Falls Recovery with 
Karen McCarthy, Education 
Nurse from Salmon Home Care 
on Tuesday, June 17 at 11 a.m. 
Please call or stop by the Men-
don Senior Center to register.

 
Senior Van Transporta-

tion—Our van service is avail-
able Monday thru Thursday for 
trips to medical appointments, 
local shopping or just coming 
down to the Senior Center. Our 
friendly drivers are available to 
pick you up at your front door 
and take you where you need 
to go within a 15-mile radius. 
If  you have any mobility issues, 
the van does include a lift, and 
our drivers are trained in wheel-
chair securement. Please make 
your ride reservations at least 48 
hours in advance by calling the 
Senior Center, 508-478-6175. 
Rides are based on availability 
of  the van; medical appoint-
ments get highest priority. Ride 
fees are $1 for local roundtrip 
rides and $4 for out-of-town 
rides. Vanbucks are available, 
get a 12-punch card for $10. 
Please inquire at the front desk.

Nutritional Support
Need help buying groceries?  

SNAP can help! The Supple-
mental Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) formerly 
known as food stamps has the 
following eligibility guidelines:

Household size 1/ maximum 
gross monthly Income $2608.
Household size 2/maximum 

gross monthly income $3525.
Additionally, SNAP house-

holds are automatically able to 
participate in The Healthy In-
centives Program (HIP) Spend 
SNAP dollars on farm fresh 
fruits and vegetables at partici-
pating HIP retailers. An equal 
amount of  money, up to the $20 
maximum HIP monthly benefit, 
is instantly added back to your 
EBT card. Your receipt will 
show the amount of  additional 
SNAP dollars you’ve earned. 
Spend your earned benefits any-
where that accepts SNAP. 

Monthly benefit per house-
hold is $20. These funds do not 
rollover. Must have a balance on 
EBT card at time of  purchase.

The Mendon Food Pantry 
located at the Senior Center is 
currently open for Mendon resi-
dents one Friday per month by 
appointment. Upcoming dates 
are as follows: July 11, August 
8, September 5. For more in-
formation, to make an appoint-
ment or for help applying for 
SNAP benefits, please contact 
Janet Hubener.

Charles Riverboat Cruise 
–Day Trip Friday, August 8, 
2025, $125 per person. YOUR 
MOTORCOACH WILL DE-
PART: 8:45 a.m. - Mendon 
Senior Center and return at 
approximately: 5:15 p.m. You 
will see the historic sights of  
Boston and Cambridge on this 
70 minute narrated cruise. After 
the cruise you will be treated to 
lunch at The Cheesecake Fac-
tory. Choose an entree from a 
fantastic menu and cheesecake 
for dessert, of  course! After 
lunch take some time for shop-
ping at the Cambridgeside 
Galleria Mall. For Reservations, 
stop by the Senior Center or 
contact: Beverly Fior at 508-
473-8382. Make checks payable 
to: Friends of  Mendon Elders 
Mail to: 62 Providence Street, 
Mendon, MA 01756 Attn: Bev 
Fior. No Refunds after 7/8/25. 
Trip Operated by Bloom Tours.

Niagara Falls 
This Niagara Falls trip offered 

by Diamond Tours is scheduled 
for Sept. 29 thru Oct. 3 from 
the Mendon Senior Center. It 
is on the American side so that 
passports will not be needed. 
It includes 4 nights lodging in 
the Niagara Falls area, 8 meals: 
4 breakfasts and 4 dinners. A 
guided tour of  the falls on the 
Maid of  the Mist, cruise on the 
Erie Canal, scenic drive through 
wine country, guided tour of  
Buffalo and a visit to Buffalo 

Transportation Pierce Arrow 
Museum.

The price is $685 per person 
based on double occupancy. 
Final Payment is due by June 
22.

Please register at the Mendon 
Senior Center. For more info or 
questions, please contact Bev 
Fior at 508-473-8382.

Checks are to be made out 
to Friends of  Mendon Elders 
(please add ‘trip account’ in 
memo) Call Beverly Fior, 508-
473-8382 for more information.

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!

HomeHelp Solutions, LLC

(508)-570-8818

(508) 570-8818
and more…
Power Washing

Bathroom and Kitchen Improvement

TV Installation
Minor Plumbing

Flooring Installation and Repair

Exterior Maintenance

Home Repair
Painting

homehelpsolu�ons@outlook.com

•  Home Repair
•  Painting
•  Bathroom & Kitchen
      Improvement
•  Flooring Installation
      & Repair
•  TV Installation
•  Minor Plumbing
•  Exterior Maintenance
•  Power Washing & more ...Your Local Home Improvement Specialist

10% OFF FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS
 Call for Details

Route 16, Mendon  •  508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

  FATHER’S DAY JUNE 15MAKE YOURRESERVATIONS!

Dads Don’t Like Cookouts
THEY LIKE TO DINE OUT!

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional Dog, Cat and Horse Care at Your Home

CALL MAGGIE
508-769-9634

Dependable • Year-Round Service
Excellent References

35 Years Professional Experience

Painting & Carpentry H Power Washing
Deck Refinishing H Exterior & Interior

FULLY INSURED

MOURA
SERVICES

lHl

857-236-3122
Call

Tiago

Follow us on Social Media
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Boarding:
All Private Suites with
an outside private run

DayCare:
Get on our waitlist now

Clark’s Dog kennel

• Cuddles Happen A-Lot Here
• Look at the Huge Play Areas   
• AC/Heated Suited Suites
• Playtime = Tired Happy DDooggss
• Late Night Bio-Breaks for 
every Dog (At No Charge) 

Use this QR code to link   Email: frontdesk@clarksdogkennel.com
www.clarksdogkennel.com Phone: 508-234-9385

Book
Now For

Your 
Vacation!

425 School St., Northbridge, MA

Boarding:
All Private Suites w/an 
outside private run
DayCare: 
Get on our waitlist now

•Cuddles Happen A-Lot Here
•Look at the Huge Play Areas
•AC/Heated Suited Suites
•Playtime = Tired Happy Dogs
•Late Night Bio-Breaks for
  every Dog (At No Charge)

Email: frontdesk@clarksdogkennel.com
Phone: 508-234-9385

Clark’s Dog kennel

• Cuddles Happen A-Lot Here
• Look at the Huge Play Areas   
• AC/Heated Suited Suites
• Playtime = Tired Happy DDooggss
• Late Night Bio-Breaks for 
every Dog (At No Charge) 

Use this QR code to link   Email: frontdesk@clarksdogkennel.com
www.clarksdogkennel.com Phone: 508-234-9385

Book
Now For

Your 
Vacation!

425 School St., Northbridge, MA

Boarding:
All Private Suites w/an 
outside private run
DayCare: 
Get on our waitlist now

425 School St., 
Northbridge, MA
Use this QR Code to link

www.clarksdogkennel.com

Northbridge, MA

Book Book 
Your Spot Your Spot 

Now!Now!

$10 OFF 24 HOUR
Emergency

Support

508-435-3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com

LICENSED TITLE 5 INSPECTOR  •  FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1920

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same-day payment

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED  

ADULT PROGRAMS NEWS 
- JUNE 2025

Closed Days in June:
The Taft Library will be 

closed on Thursday, June 19 for 
the Juneteenth holiday. We will 
be open again on Friday, June 
20 with our regular hours.

Upcoming Events:
To register for an event, click 

on the Library Event Calendar 
& Registration link at the top of  
the library’s homepage (www.
taftpubliclibrary.org). 

Adult Handcrafting Group
Let’s get crafty! Join us on 

Wednesday, June 18 at 2 p.m. 
downstairs in the library and get 
your craft on! Bring your own craft 
project, whatever it might be, to 
work on while you visit. Intended 
for adults. No registration is re-
quired. Crafts are NOT supplied. 

Adult Book Club
The Adult Book Club will 

meet upstairs in the library to 
discuss Lessons in Chemistry by 
Bonnie Garmus in June, date 
TBD. For additional informa-
tion on the June discussion or 
upcoming book clubs which will 
start up again in the fall contact 
the library at 508-473-3259.  

Footnotes Nonfiction Book Club
The Footnotes Nonfiction 

Book Club typically meets 
downstairs in the library on a 
quarterly basis. This year the 
group will read and discuss 
five nonfiction titles. Those 
interested are asked to stop at 
the downstairs desk to sign the 

Footnotes registration sheet and 
pick up a copy of  the latest book. 
Upcoming book in the Footnotes 
series: Thursday, June 26 at 7 
p.m.: How the Word is Passed: A 
Reckoning with the History of  Slavery 
Across America by Clint Smith.

The roster of  titles for the 
Footnotes Nonfiction Book Club 
from July 2025 to June 2026 will 
be chosen by the group at the 
conclusion of  the discussion of  
How the Word is Passed on the 26.

Awards Book Club
New to our slate of  adult book 

clubs is Awards Book Club! 
Hosted by Taft Library Assistant 
Jane Blackwood, the Awards 
Book Club meets on a quarterly 
basis to discuss fiction and non-
fiction award winners of  the year. 
Jane selects from the books that 
took home the coveted Pulitzer 
Prize, the National Book Award, 
the Booker Prize and more! Stop 
at the downstairs circulation desk 
to pick up the latest Awards book 
for discussion.  

The next book in the Awards 
Book Club discussion series will 
be We Do Not Part by Han Kang, 
the winner of  the Nobel Prize in 
Literature for 2025. The discus-
sion will be on Tuesday, August 
5 upstairs in the library at 7 p.m.

German Conversation Club
Are you looking for a place 

to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your 
German vocabulary? Conversa-
tions in German is no pressure, 
just fun! Lead by Library As-

sistant (and Mendon resident) 
Monika Schmid, the group 
typically meets the last Monday 
of  each month. Registration is 
required. To register, visit our 
website! Note: German Con-
versation Club is currently on 
hiatus, but will resume again in 
the fall. Contact the library at 
508-473-3259 for further details.

Check out Mango Lan-
guages at Taft Library!

Visit the Taft Public Library 
website for access to the Mango 
Languages platform. If  you 
have an interest in learning 
a language, Mango provides 
lessons in over 70 languages.  
Children can try their hand at 
language learning with Mango 
Little PIM, a platform designed 
just for them, and for those in-
terested in learning American 
sign language we provide access 
to Mango ASL. Mango’s In-
tuitive Language Construction 
methodology helps build skills in 
vocabulary, grammar, pronun-
ciation, culture, comprehension, 
and retention. To see all of  the 
Mango options the Taft Library 
offers scroll down the left-hand 
side of  our webpage to the Da-
tabases section.

Friends of the Taft Public 
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
meetings are typically held on 
the last Tuesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m. downstairs in the Art 
Holmes Community Room, 
unless it falls on a holiday or 

during a school vacation. All are 
welcome (and encouraged) to 
attend! If  you plan on attending, 
it’s always a good idea to call the 
library at 508-473-3259 or email 
the Friends at friendsoftaftli-
brary@gmail.com to confirm 
the date and time of  the meet-
ing. The group will do its best to 
post any meeting changes on the 
Taft Library website.

CHILDREN PROGRAMS 
NEWS - JUNE 2025

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.
org and find the events page to 
register along with more infor-
mation for the programs. 

Itty Bitty Story Time 
Itty Bitty Storytime is de-

signed for our youngest patrons 
birth to 3 years old. Join us for 
a lot of  fun on Tuesdays and se-
lect Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Story & Craft Time 
Join us for Story and Craft 

Time! Perfect for the preschool-
aged child! All sessions take place 
on Tuesday mornings 10:30 a.m. 

Alphabet Storytime 
It’s all about the alphabet! 

Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, and 
learn about the letter of  the 
week! Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. Please note there is 
no Alphabet Storytime the sec-
ond Wednesday of  the month.

Coffee and Conversations 

& Puppet Storytime 
Wednesday, June 25 Coffee & 

Conversations 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for an informal play-

time where families will be able 
to build social connections and 
learn about early childhood de-
velopment and family-friendly 
resources. The library will sup-
ply Muffin House Muffins!

Please stay for the 10:30 a.m. 
Puppet Storytime. Join Newton 
& Friends of  Through Me to You 
Puppetry for songs and stories. At 
the end of  the 30-minute show, 
children can greet the puppets. 
Geared for children 2 to 5 years 
old, but all ages are welcome!

Lego Club
Back by popular demand! 

During this one-hour building 
session we will be led by the 
"Lego Lady" Kim Steadman! 
No need to bring any Legos! 
This program is great for all 
ages....as long as they don't eat 
the Legos! Tuesday, June 10 at 
4:30 p.m.

Puppet Storytime with 
Leigh Baltzer

Join Newton & Friends of  
Through Me to You Puppetry 
for songs and stories. At the end 
of  the 30-minute show, children 
can greet the puppets. Geared for 
children 2 to 5 years old, but all 
ages are welcome! Register today 
for Newton’s visit back to the Taft 
on Tuesday June 17 4:30 p.m.  
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Grant awarded Friends of Mendon
Elders 2025 Scholarship

The Friends of  Mendon 
Elders are proud to announce 
that Madison Grant has been 
awarded their 2025 Scholarship. 
Madison is graduating from the 
Mendon Upton School Sys-
tem and will be heading to the 
University of  Tampa, Tampa 
Florida in the fall with a goal of  
working toward a degree in Psy-
chology and Biology. This schol-
arship recognizes exceptional 
academic achievement, leader-
ship potential, and community 
involvement.

Madison stood out among a 
highly competitive pool of  ap-
plicants, impressing the selection 
committee with her academic 
record, commitment to com-
munity service, and passion for 
student government and sports. 

As noted in her letter of  rec-
ommendation Madison is a role 
model among her peers, she 
blends academic excellence with 
an enthusiasm for activities both 
as part of  a team and as a leader.

Madison is a Nipmuc Na-
tional Honor Society participant 
maintaining a 3.7 grade point 
average. She has been on the 
honor roll or high honor roll 
for all four years of  her High 
School Career. She is a member 
of  the Nipmuc Student Council, 
Peer Leadership Committee and 
Writing Club. She also partici-
pated in the varsity soccer and 
basketball programs. Madison 
has gone above and beyond in 
academics and extracurricular 
activities, earning the respect 
and admiration of  both faculty 

and classmates.
Madison also has a high 

degree of  commitment to com-
munity service. She volunteers 
for the New England Epilepsy 
Group where she works to bring 
awareness for this disease. She 
also volunteers for the Home 
for Little Wanderers where she 
led a hat, coat, and toy drive for 
the orphanage. Maddison also 
raised over $3,000 over 3 years 
for this worthwhile organization. 
She is the President and Founder 
of  Feed Forward providing food 
for the homeless. These achieve-
ments are a testimony to her 
dedication to community.

We extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to Madison Grant, 
wishing her continued success in 
all future endeavors. 

If you’re looking to refinance or buy a home, we 
offer mortgage solutions that are YOUnique. At

Charles River Bank, our Mortgage Consultants 
will provide the expertise you need and a truly 

YOUnique banking experience.

Talk with a Charles River Bank Mortgage 
Consultant today, or visit our online Mortgage 

Center anytime. We’ll show you why  
Charles River Bank is YOUnique. 

CharlesRiverBank.com
508-533-8661

70 Main Street • Medway 
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham

1 Hastings Street • Mendon

5.41” x 5” 
Hopkinton

Member FDIC, Member DIFEqual Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

With ourYOUnique
mortgage options, your  

dreams can come true.    

KELLY’S FARMKELLY’S FARM
“Your old fashioned farm stand experience since 1936”

146 Milford St., Upton • 508.529.4564

FEATURING:FEATURING:
Fresh Locally Prepared Frozen Meals, Frozen 
American Chicken Pies, Local Maple Syrup

& Honey, Fresh Eggs, Baked Goods

OPEN 7 DAYS  •  8AM – 6PM

NOWNOW
PICKINGPICKING

Strawberries, Lettuce, 
Rhubarb, Spinach,

Scallions, Beets

PLANT SALE! 25% OFF ALL PLANTSPLANT SALE! 25% OFF ALL PLANTS

COMING SOONCOMING SOON
Summer Squash, Zucchini & Peas

Kim Briggs joins Charles 
River Bank as Mendon 
Branch Officer

Assistant Vice President/Men-
don Branch Officer Kim Briggs. 
Courtesy photo

Charles River Bank (CRB) 
President & CEO Derek 
Plourde is pleased to an-
nounce that Kim Briggs has 
joined the Bank as Assistant 
Vice President/Mendon 
Branch Officer. Kim will serve 
as a leader and coach for the 
Mendon Office retail banking 
team, and is responsible for 
overall operations, compli-
ance, and maintaining the 

high level of  customer service 
that our Mendon office is 
known for. She will focus on 
enhancing existing customer 
relationships, developing new 
commercial and retail banking 
relationships, and identifying 
other banking needs within 
the community.

Prior to joining us, she held 
branch management posi-
tions at a number of  financial 
institutions in our market. 
Kim enjoys volunteering in 
the community and serves 
as a Commissioner on the 
Blackstone Parks & Recreation 
Commission. Kim is a gradu-
ate of  Massachusetts Bay 
Community College and is a 
Notary Public.

“We are very excited to have 
Kim join our Mendon Office. 
With her 30 years of  banking 
experience at local financial 
institutions, I am confident 
that our customers and com-
munity partners will find Kim 
a valuable resource who is 
able to help with any financial 
needs,” said Charles River 
Bank President & CEO Derek 
Plourde.

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins 

Join Deb Hudgins for a 
30-minute music and movement 
theme-based program which 
features singing and guitar 
music for young children (infants 

& preschool). Join us on Tues-
days, June 24. The program 
starts promptly at 10:30 a.m.

Summer Reading 2025
Can you believe it is already 

time for Summer Reading? 
Your friends at the Taft have 
been busy for months putting 
together a Summer Reading 
program that is sure to please.  
For more information on how 

to register for prizes and events, 
please visit our website at www.
taftpubliclibrary.org. 

June Events
Tuesday, June 24 - Flying 

High Dogs at Memorial Park 
6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 26 - Animal 
Craze Petting Zoo: Please 
choose one of  two sessions 9:30 
a.m. or 10:30 a.m.
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See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

Your trusted local professional service & installer.
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Call or visit our website today
GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.comFamily-Owned since 1992

Tough schedule leads BVT Baseball to Voke final
Beavers beat 20-0 team enroute to title game

By Chris Villani
After an eventful regular 

season that saw the Blackstone 
Valley Tech baseball team win 
and lose several tight games, the 
Beavers capped off the pre-state 
tournament slate by knocking 
off previously undefeated Shaw-
sheen Valley in the first round 
of  the State Vocational Tourna-
ment.

“That win gave us a ton of  
confidence,” Head Coach John 
Burke said. “They are in our 
division, a top-four team in the 
state, and they were 20-0. But 
we are battle-tested. We have 
played a lot of  good teams.”

Heading into the state play-
offs, Burke said his team may 
be more dangerous seeded in 
the 30s than it was last year as 
one of  the five best teams in the 
division.

“We have a lot of  guys back 
from last year,” he said. “We 
have won some big games, we’ve 
been up, we’ve been down, and 
we’ve come back and rallied in 
games.”

And, over the past several sea-
sons, Valley Tech has gradually 

made its schedule tougher and 
tougher. Next year, with realign-
ment looming, Burke said his 
team will be facing top competi-
tion every week.

The driving force in the 
lineup for BVT this season has 
been senior Alex Vosburgh. “He 
has been the guy offensively,” 

Burke said. “He has been 
great.”

BVT has also benefited from 
strong pitching and defense. In 
the 5-1 win over Shawsheen in 
the vocational tourney, senior 
left-hander Evan Pupka twirled 
a complete game and BVT did 
not commit an error. The Bea-

Alex Vosburgh is a big bat in the BVT lineup this season. Photo source: 
Margaret Vosburgh 

 Luke Charron delivers a pitch during a recent Valley Tech game. Photo 
source: Margaret Vosburgh 

vers also strung together 11 hits 
from eight different players. In 
addition to Pupka, Luke Char-
ron, Jack Marino, and Jacksen 
Manosh have carried the load 
on the mound.

“We have been getting contri-
butions from everybody,” Burke 
said. “We don’t have a true 
number one guy, but we have 
several guys who have contrib-
uted big time. They have been 
logging most of  the innings for 
us. They throw strikes and they 
pitch to contact.”

The Beavers entered the state 
tournament with an 11-11 re-

cord, but the .500 mark is a bit 
deceiving. The Beavers have 
outscored opponents by nearly 
30 runs and lost five games by 
a single run, including a 1-0 
setback against Diman in the 
vocational title game. Burke said 
playing tougher teams, even if  
it means a few more losses, will 
benefit the program in the long 
run.

“The ultimate goal is to make 
a good run and have a tech 
team get as far as we can in the 
tournament,” he said, “and 
hopefully be playing for a state 
championship someday.”

Plumbing and 
Heating Services

John C. Wells
Grafton, MA

License #PL35338-J

WellsPlumbingCo@outlook.com • 508-864-9381

Type III Funeral Director/Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757
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SPORTS

0% INTEREST LOANS & REBATES OF
 UP TO $10,000 THROUGH

 MASS SAVE

CONTACT US TODAY! CONTACT US TODAY! 

508-875-3413508-875-3413
ShahoodPlumbing.comShahoodPlumbing.com

QUALITY & TRUST SINCE 1949

Family Owned & Operated for 3 Generations

RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL •• COMMERCIAL  COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL INDUSTRIAL
Service Work • Repairs • Boilers

Water Heaters • Remodeling
New Construction • Air Conditioning

Heat Pumps • Mini-Splits

SERVING METROWESTFULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Stellar season for Nipmuc Track & Field
By Chris Villani

Both the girls’ and boys’ track 
and field teams at Nipmuc 
High School put together out-
standing campaigns in 2025, 
with the girls running the table 
for the second year in a row 
and the boys coming the closest 
they’ve been to a Dual Valley 
League title in more than a 
decade.

“Both teams had an ex-
tremely good season,” said 
Head Coach Justin Townsend. 
“We had program records fly-
ing off the board.”

Each team has several stars 
who led the way all season, and 
the field events were especially 
strong across the board.

On the girls’ side, freshman 
Cam Getman set a school 
record with a discus throw of  
nearly 111 feet, and finished 
third in the state divisional 
meet.

“I am very proud of  Cam,” 
Townsend said. “Incredibly 
talented, takes feedback, very 
coachable, Cam is going to 
have a really strong four years 
of  track.”

Senior captain Julia Lenfest 
was the girls’ top scorer, and a 
star in the sprints, hurdles, and 
long jump. She was named the 
DVC’s all-around athlete of  
the year, while Getman was the 
field event athlete of  the year.

Nipmuc also relied on ju-
nior hurdler Riley Restic, 
who earned a spot at the meet 
of  champions, and Amelia 
Squires, another star in the shot 
put and discus.

The boys were led by junior 
Eben Consigli, who won the 
divisional championship in the 
discus and posted the third-
best discus throw in the state. 
He broke a program record in 
that event that had stood since 
1983. His teammate, Dashel 
Correia, broke an even older 
mark: His best shot put mark of  
nearly 53-feet eclipsed a record 
set in 1977.

Aidan Lucier was the all-
around athlete of  the year in 
the DVC and had top marks in 
the 100-meter dash, the long 
jump, and the triple jump. He 
took home a first and three 
seconds in the league meet, 
amassing 34 points on his own. 
Senior captain Gabriel Si-

curella, along with Lucier, set a 
program record in the 100, and 
Sicurella added a program-best 
mark in the 200.

Townsend noted that, even 
with some talented athletes 
graduating, Nipmuc has a 
strong group coming back and 
a deep feeder program with the 
middle school team.

“We are producing good 
athletes, they are developing, 
people are attracted to the pro-
gram,” he said, adding that the 
total number of  sign-ups this 
spring amounted to about 15% 
of  the school population.

“It just seems to get bet-
ter and better every year,” 
Townsend said.

Cam Getman set a new program record in the discus this spring. Cour-
tesy photo 

Dashel Correia (left) and Eben Consigli have shattered decades-old 
school records in field events. Courtesy photo 

Call Mauricio
508.202.8602 MA  HIC.#169427FULLY INSURED

• New construction and additions
• Bathroom and kitchen remodeling 
• Window and door replacement
• Wood flooring and refinishing
• Decks, siding and roofing 
• Power washing, gutter repair
• Basement refinishing 
• Carpentry and painting
• Masonry, stone patios and retention walls
• Handyman work
Detailed & Meticulous  •  Reasonable Rates 

BBRREEMMAANNNN
HHOOMMEE  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT
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8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (ROUTE 16) MENDON, MA 01756 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
FOUR DEALERSHIPS // SEVEN BRANDS

#D15197 • LX TRIM, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 CHRYSLER 
VOYAGER

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,265

As low  
as  

$89/wk
#TP5005 • SR5 TRIM, DBL CAB, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$42,605

As low  
as  

$114/wk

#TP5560 • X-LINE, AWD, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$33,690

As low  
as  

$103/wk

#D14928 • NAV, HEATED LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 GENESIS  
GV70 3.5T

$38,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$64,700

As low  
as  

$138/wk

#125214A • CPO, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LT

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$78/wk

#D14916R • ALLOYS, AWD, 3.6L
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$48,595

As low  
as  

$124/wk

#124-345A • SUPERCREW, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD  
F-150 XLT 4x4

$32,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,250

As low  
as  

$125/wk

#TM25-723A • AWD, 17” ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 TOYOTA  
CAMRY LE

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$92/wk

#TP5628 • XLT, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$118/wk

#47193 • CUSTOM, 2.7L TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$135/wk

202+ TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE-OWNER  

VEHICLES
690 One-Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#47480CTP • 17” ALLOYS, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2025 CHEVY 
TRAX LT

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$28,565

As low  
as  

$89/wk
#ST0801A • SR5, ALLOYS, 3.4L V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$46,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$58,405

#47329L • AWD, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SEL

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$92/wk
#125-150A • LIMITED, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$20,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,400

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#STK018111 • 30/38 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$21,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$26,589

As low  
as  

$78/wk
#125332A • TURBO, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$13,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$32,395

As low  
as  

$50/wk

2024 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA 4x4

2018 CHEVY  
CRUZE LT

As low  
as  

$166/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
COROLLA LE

2023 KIA  
SPORTAGE

2022 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2021 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#D15156 • UNLIMITED SPORT, 7” LCD
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$27,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#P17727R • SPORT S, 17” ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$81/wk

#TM25-716A • 27/34 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,560

As low  
as  

$85/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
RAV4 LE SUV

2022 NISSAN  
ROGUE AWD

2021 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P17266L • 2.0L TURBO, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 FORD 
EDGE SEL

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#47000 • TURBO, HEATED SEATS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$21,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,550

#124-199B• TURBO, BIG BEND
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$37,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$43,995

As low  
as  

$134/wk
#124361A • SUNROOF, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 LINCOLN  
CORSAIR

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,645

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#47218A • AWD, MOONROOF, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,695

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#TP5168 • 2.0L TURBO, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,800

As low  
as  

$114/wk

2024 VW  
JETTA SPORT

As low  
as  

$78/wk

2020 SUBARU  
OUTBACK

#TP5021 • 27/37 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$21,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,686

As low  
as  

$78/wk

2022 HYUNDAI  
SONATA SEL

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

so you  
save more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2023 MERCEDES 
GLA 250 SUV

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

#C46861 • Z71 TRIM, 4X4, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$37,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$44,290

As low  
as  

$135/wk
#TM25-075A • 27/33 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,190

#46823 • MOONROOF, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,899

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#46830 • GX SELECT, 1.3L TURBO 

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 BUICK  
ENCORE AWD

$23,377
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$32,225

As low  
as  

$83/wk
#TP4816 • AWD, TWIN TURBO, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$51,595

As low  
as  

$113/wk
#TP5159 • 4X4, HEMI, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,710

As low  
as  

$131/wk

2018 HONDA  
CR-V EX-L

As low  
as  

$71/wk

2023 BMW  
X1 xDrive28i

#TP4692 • LE TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,775

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2023 TOYOTA  
HIGHLANDER

2022 RAM  
1500 BIG HORN

2021 MAZDA  
MAZDA CX-5

2023 CHEVY 
COLORADO

2024 DODGE  
DURANGO GT

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

IF YOU CAN 
DREAM IT 

YOU CAN 
DRIVE IT!

DISCOUNTS 
UP TO  

$15,000  
OR 

AS MUCH AS 

15% OFF!

SALE ENDS 06/30/25. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2014 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN-DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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