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Charlton Town Meeting Approves 6.3 Percent 
Budget Increase
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

According to Town Adminis-
trator Andrew Golas’ town 
meeting report, total bud-

geted expenditures for Fiscal Year 
‘26 are $44,039,388 reflecting a 
6.3 percent increase from FY25. 
Key allocations include: Gen-
eral Government: $3,848,400 (7 
percent increase); Public Safety: 
$7,487,900 (7.2 percent increase); 

Education $22,806,942 (8.3per-
cent increase); Public Works 
$1,927,400 (0.7percent increase); 
Human Services $440,100 (3.5 
percent increase); Culture and 
Recreation $648,700 (3.9 percent 
increase); Debt Service $966,646 
(53.4 percent increase); Retire-
ment and Insurance $5,913,300 
(8.7 percent increase).

Golas’ report stated that this 
is a level-service budget with 
no new positions added. The 

primary cost drivers are reserves 
held in the Human Resources 
Budget for ongoing contract 
negotiations with Police, Fire, 
and DPW unions.  The public 
safety areas include a new police 
Administrative Sergeant and 
Emergency Telecommunicator 
as well as a new EMS Officer. 
The educational budget for the 
Dudley-Charlton Regional School 
District reflects a 3.9 percent 
increase with an assessment of 

$20,256,949 to Charlton an 8.9 
percent increase of $1.7 million 
over FY25. Reference is made to 
state funding when the school 
district has received nothing 
more than the minimum Chapter 
70 Aid as provided by the state 
funding formula which has also 
progressively eroded municipal 

Webster Town Updates
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

“Our latest town meeting 
passed a $65 million 
budget and we have a $1 

million capital fund,” said Rick 
LaFond, Webster Town Admin-
istrator, “our department heads 
do a really good job of assem-
bling their budgets. Tim Bell and 
Courtney Friedland put together 
a really good plan. They do a good 
job getting the word out to the 
public. It’s a trusting environment. 
Between our town website listing 
the Town Meeting Guide and for 
Webster townspeople who want to 
follow along, they can do so. It’s a 
down-to-earth and boots-on-the-
ground documentation. People 
don’t hesitate to phone me or our 
department heads with questions 
and it’s worked out very well. We 
don’t want to get overly-sophisti-
cated and want to make it as easy 
as possible for the general public to 
understand.”

LaFond further stated that the 
town used $1.3 million in Free 
Cash at the May town budget meet-
ing which lines up with the $1.3 
million in out-of-district school 
transportation costs that was over-
whelmingly put toward the Special 
Education budget. Unfortunately, 
however, he also felt there was not 
enough interest from the state, but 
the town must adhere to state law. 
“Nevertheless, if this continues for 
our Special Ed. budget, we’ll have 
to find additional areas of revenue. 
We are bound by law to make this 
work and transportation costs have 
doubled in the last three years as 
there are more students in our 
town. Just this past year, we had 

two students who required their 
own registered nurses and the town 
is required to fund this need. State 
officials are in charge of deciding 
which students are designated as 
Special Education.” 

On another budget item, LaFond 
mentioned that this is the sec-
ond year that an appropriation of 
$25,000 was passed to assist with 
the lake’s weed project. “The abut-
ting lake homeowners live on the 
lake and don’t own the lake but 
they spend $100,000 annually to 
keep the lake vegetation at bay,” he 
said.

Also of significance is the Route 
395 and Route 16 dual-intersection 
project which LaFond indicated is 
on time with some inconvenience, 
but the detouring is currently at a 
minimum. “There shouldn’t be too 
much lengthy detouring now,” he 
stated. “The state is still on target 
to finish in the Spring of 2027. The 
roundabout side, near Mapfre In-
surance, required new water mains 
as per our Water/Sewer Commis-
sion and with Tom Cutler, our 
Water and Sewer Superintendent 
in charge, it worked out very well. 
There were zero complaints about 
this part of the project.”

LaFond stated that the select-
board has established a Master 
Planning C ommittee and are form-
ing it currently. The committee will 
consist of members from all town 
departments as well as two to three 
at-large community members. 
There will also be a committee es-
tablished for advocacy of the town’s 
Historical Commission.

Recently, Webster’s third Busi-

New K9 Officer for Webster PD
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Her kennel name was Au-
tumn but now that she’s a 
full-fledged member of the 

Webster Police Department, she’s 
called O.J. in memory of a former 
police officer. “O.J. has visited the 
students at Bartlett High School 
and the kids love her,” said Web-
ster P.D.’s School Resource Officer 
Jonathan Brooks. “They were the 
ones who came up with her nick-
name. She’s a German shorthaired 
pointer born in the Netherlands, 
and is primarily a bird dog.” 

According to the American 
Kennel Club’s website, this breed 
of dog is intelligent, boisterous, 
bold, affectionate, and trainable 
which probably explains how she 
came to live at a canine academy in 
western Massachusetts, where she 
was trained to be not only a police 
officer’s valuable asset in fighting 
crime, but also for search/rescue 
operations and private security 
organizations. 

According to Officer Brooks, 
O.J.’s training included 200 hours 
of all basic police dog duties 
including narcotics detection. 
“We had used the kennel previ-
ously,” Officer Brooks stated, “and 
during our visit to view a potential 
candidate, each dog is shown after 
discussing the needs of our depart-
ment and the type of communities 
we serve. We observe them going 
through their basic paces and we 
felt O.J. had the highest drive and 
was very good with her alerts.”

Officer O.J. arrived in Webster 
seven months ago and it was then 
that the essential bonding began 
with Officer Brooks. In addition to 

establishing a daily routine and ad-
justing to her position in a patrol 
car, creating a high-level of trust 
between Officer Brooks and O.J. 
would be one of the most impor-
tant aspects of her training. “She’s 

a fun-loving and gentle dog and is 
great around people,” Brooks said. 
“Throughout her academy training 

Officer Brooks and K9 O.J.
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94 East Main St., Webster, MA
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Upgrades to Dudley Police and Fire Systems 
South Worcester County Com-

munications Center Direc-
tor Gregory Lynskey along 

with Dudley Police Chief Marek 
Karlowicz and Dudley Fire Chief 
Dean Kochanowski are pleased to 
announce major upgrades to the 
Public Safety Radio Communica-
tions System in Dudley. Following 
many years of planning, the Dud-
ley Public Safety Agencies tran-
sitioned from antiquated analog 
radio channels to P25 digital radio 
channels effective in mid-May. 

These upgrades are a major step 
in improving operational safety 

for first responders in the commu-
nity and bring the Dudley Public 
Safety Departments in compliance 
with national Public Safety Radio 
Interoperability standards. 

Director Lynskey stated, “This is 
a major milestone in what has been 
a nine-year project that would 
not have been possible without 
the support and assistance of the 
State 911 Department through 
grant funding opportunities. We 
are extremely pleased to have such 
a great working relationship with 
both the communities we serve 
and the State 911 Department, as is 

evidenced by their continued fund-
ing support to improving Public 
Safety in Webster and Dudley.” 

He added that funding for this 
project, along with the correspond-
ing project in Webster, consisted 
of $139,467 in State 911 Support 
& Incentive Grant funding and 
$1,037,629 in State 911 Regional 
Development Grant funding. Grant 
funds were obtained over a total 
of ten years through nine differ-
ent awards. Additionally, a total of 
$378,000 was approved between 
the May, 2022 and May, 2023 
Webster Annual Town Meetings. 
$60,000 in American Rescue Plan 
Act funds were also contributed 
to the project by Dudley. The total 
project costs for both communities 
was $1,615,100. 

 “Improving radio communica-
tion has been a priority for the 

Dudley Police Department for 
the last couple of years. SWCCC 
Director Lynskey dedicated great 
efforts to secure funding and 
planning for this much needed 
project. His efforts will improve 
officer safety and add reliability to 
our current radio system.” Chief 
Karlowicz said.

Chief Kochanowski stated, “Reli-
able fireground communications 
is not an option, it is a necessity. 
These upgrades will assist us in 
improving firefighter safety at 
incidents by having state of the art, 
reliable communications at our fin-
gertips.” While there are no plans 
to encrypt any of the public safety 
radio channels and while the oper-
ating frequencies will not change 
for Dudley Police, we must note 
that many older home scanners 
will not be capable of receiving the 

new digital channels. Addition-
ally, the operating frequency for 
Dudley Fire will change to a new 
frequency. 

Residents who wish to monitor 
the public safety departments via a 
home scanner will need to ensure 
their current scanner, or any newly 
purchased scanner, is capable of 
receiving P25 digital transmissions. 
The completion of this multi-year 
project marks a major step forward 
in public safety technology in 
both the communities of Dudley 
and Webster, technology that will 
serve both communities well for 
many years to come. Dudley Public 
Safety P25 Digital Radio Frequency 
Information: Dudley Police: 
155.430 MHz – Network Access 
Code: 179 Dudley Fire: 154.3325 
MHz – Network Access Code: 127

operating budgets since 2008.
The Council on Aging (COA) 

Budget increased 5.3 percent 
for staffing and programming 
improvements. The town will 
transition meal services to Tri-
Valley Elder Services at no cost 
reallocating savings to increase 
the Activities Assistant position 
to 24 hours weekly.

The 53.4 percent debt service 
increase is due to new bond is-
suances, including funding for 
the fire substation and landfill 

capping projects. Retirement 
Insurance and Healthcare costs 
increased by 19 percent, contrib-
uting to an overall 8.7 percent 
rise in benefits and pension 
contributions. 

If you were born in 1965, the 
Charlton Senior Center will be 
celebrating your birthday at the 
Senior Center while inviting you 
to learn about the benefits of be-
ing a senior and taking a tour of

the center. Appetizers and 
desserts will be provided along 
with live music with Jumpin’ 
Juba thanks to a grant from the 
Charlton Cultural Council. There 
will also be tables of information 

available from various agencies.
The town would like to advise 

its residents of local job openings 
which include an Assistant Li-
brary Director, Police Dispatcher, 
and Council on Aging Kitchen 
Coordinator. All job require-
ments can be found on the town 
website: townofcharlton.net and 
clicking on the Employment tab.

Residents are also invited to 
the Groundbreaking Ceremony 
for the new Charlton Fire De-
partment Substation at 4 Oxford 
Road. The event will be held on 
Wednesday, June 18, at 4 p.m.



June 13, 2025  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   3

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
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Family Owned and Operated 
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and operated business dedicated to providing 
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Unlike other companies, 
we never subcontract our 
projects. This ensures that 

our customers always 
receive the highest 
standard of service, 

resulting in lasting quality 
and peace of mind.
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OFF
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We offer a range of services, 
including:

Vinyl Siding Installation                  
Fiber Cement Siding
Doors Gutters Windows 

betterwayhomeimprovement@gmail.com
 Experience The Difference

Browse through before & after photos in our 
gallery or Facebook page

V  A  P  O  R
772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097
ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

she proved herself to be very smart 
and problem-solved as she adapted 
to her training very quickly. Her 
area of expertise is narcotics detec-
tion. I remember the first time she 
was put to the test, she jumped a 
counter to get to the upper cabi-
nets where narcotics were hidden. 
She was brilliant. Her training in-
volved every type of environment 
including extreme temperatures 
and floor textures like carpeting, 
tile, vinyl, and unsavory (filthy) 
locations. She found crack cocaine 
easily hidden in secret places as 
well as on humans.”

The Webster K9 Unit is also part 
of the Central Mass. Law Enforce-
ment Council which supplies 
drones, motorcycles, SWAT teams, 
accident reconstruction personnel, 
and hostage negotiators to police 
departments as needed. 

“If I’m available, I’ll help with a 
narcotics situation,” said Brooks. 
“I’m pretty much on call with O.J.; 
she’s one of two dogs in Worcester 
County that is a certified narcotics 
dog and is capable of doing human 
sniffing which allows them to sniff 
out specific scents associated with 
narcotics.”

This type of animal behavior is 
not counted as an illegal search for 
purposes of the Fourth Amend-
ment. Once the dog detects the 
target odor, it performs a specific 

behavior known as an “alert” to 
signal the handler. The alert can 
be passive, such as sitting or lying 
down, or active, such as barking or 
pawing. 

Spending most of her time in a 
patrol car comes with additional 
services such as a heat alarm that 
will call 911 if the vehicle becomes 
too hot or cold and a window 
fan to help cool the animal. The 
cruiser will also sound a siren and 
its lights will flash if an emergency 
situation does occur.

For most police narcotic dogs, 
purchase costs are in the $14,000 
range. Webster’s O.J. was donated 
by Curaleaf, located in Webster, 
which produces and distributes 
cannabis products in North 
America.  Police dogs typically 
work seven to eight years on aver-
age as long as they’re healthy. “We 
want to give them a good quality of 
life and we want to ensure they’re 
taken care of when they need to 
retire,” said Brooks.

Donations to help support the 
Webster Canine unit can be made 
at the Webster Police Department 
which does have a special dona-
tion account. The station is located 
at 357 Main Street, Webster MA 
01570. (508) 943-1212.  Ad-
ditionally, donations for retired 
and ill canines can be made to 
paws4bluek9.com which is located 
in Palmer and assists police de-
partments nationally with police 
canines’ emergency medical care, 
essential equipment, and training.

WEBSTER K9
continued from page 1

ness Breakfast Committee met 
which consists of commercial 
property owners. Members felt 
that invitations to local business 
owners to join may be of future 
consideration. “We’re asking our 

business property owners to tell 
us what they like and dislike about 
our town. We’d like their advice 
and we agree we should be work-
ing through zoning bylaws for a 
positive process. Feedback has 
been positive thus far. Our meet-
ings will be held quarterly going 
forward,” said LaFond.

WEBSTER
continued from page 1 Summer Reading at the Pearle

“Level Up at Your Library” 
runs Monday, June 23 
– Friday, 

August 15 at the 
Pearle L. Crawford 
Memorial Library, 
Dudley. Join us for 
a summer filled 
with fun, games and 
learning. Summer 
Reading is not just 
for the kids; this 
program is open to 
all ages and is free! 
We have over 100 
unique prizes and 

an amazing event lineup. If you 
register for the Summer Reading 

program during our kick-off event 
on Monday, June 23 from 1-7 p.m, 

you will receive a 
tasty frozen treat* 
(while supplies last) 
and a chance to win 
two free tickets to 
the Southwick Zoo!  
Be sure to check our 
event calendar @
crawfordlibrary.org 
for more details and 
a complete list of 
upcoming events.
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June Events at the Charlton Public Library
For further details and to regis-

ter for programs, please visit our 
website, charltonlibrary.org

Additional parking is available 
across the street at Town Hall and 
at the Elementary School.

MOVIES AT THE LIBRARY
All showings are on Tuesdays at 

1 p.m. only unless noted in Dexter 
Hall. No registration required.

June 17: “A Working Man.” 
Levon Cade left his profession 
behind to work construction and 
be a good dad to his daughter. But 
when a local girl vanishes, he’s 
asked to return to the skills that 
made him a mythic figure in the 
shadowy world of counter-terror-
ism. 2025. Rated R. Runtime 116 
minutes. Starring Jason Statham, 
Jason Flemyng, Merab Ninidze, 
Maximilian Osinski, and Cokey 

Falkow.
June 24: ”Captain America: 

Brave New World. Anthony Mack-
ie returns as the high-flying hero 
Sam Wilson, who’s officially taken 
up the mantle of Captain America. 
After meeting with newly elected 
U.S. President Thaddeus Ross, Sam 
finds himself in the middle of an 
international incident. He must 
discover the reason behind a ne-
farious global plot before the true 
mastermind has the entire world 
seeing red. 2025. Rated PG-13. 
Runtime 118 minutes. Featuring 
Anthony Mackie, Harrison Ford, 
Danny Ramirez, Shira Haas, and 
Carl Lumbly.
THREADED TOGETHER FIBER ARTS 
GROUP (FORMERLY SILVER NEEDLES 
KNIT & CROCHET GROUP)

Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. in the 
Sibley Reading Area. No registra-

tion required.
Bring your current project and 

relax with friends. All are welcome 
regardless of skill level.

FIBER ARTS CLUB FOR TWEENS AND 
TEENS

Friday, June 13, 3:45-4:30 p.m. in 
the Storytime Room. No registra-
tion required.

Are you interested in knitting, 
crocheting, needle felting, or other 
fiber art? Join us to practice your 
craft, learn from more experienced 
friends, or teach others! We may 
have some special guests stopping 
by to give some pointers! Don’t for-
get to bring your current projects! 
This group is best for tweens and 
teens ages 9 -18.
CURRENT EVENTS & POLITICS DIS-
CUSSION GROUP

Friday, June 13, 1- 3 p.m. in the 

Community Meeting Room.  No 
registration required.

What is next for our country? 
How can we work together? We 
will be talking about all of this and 
more at this drop-in, weekly adult 
discussion led by local resident 
and scholar David Schiller. All are 
welcome to attend these discus-
sions. Respectfulness and civility 
are required; registration is not.
OPEN PLAY FOR BABIES 0-12 
MONTHS

Monday, June 16, 10 -11 a.m. in 
the  Storytime Room. No registra-
tion required.

Meet up with other babies and 
caregivers for fun open play and 
socialization! Age-appropriate 
toys will be available to play with. 
This program is for caregivers with 
babies ages 0-12 months (non-
walkers) only, please!

RAINBOW KINDNESS ROCKS
Monday, June 16, 2:30-3:15 p.m. 

in the Storytime Room. No regis-
tration required.

Join us to paint some Rain-
bow—and/or Kindness-themed 
rocks! We’ll use paint markers 
and Sharpies to make our designs. 
This program is best for ages 6 and 
older, but younger children may 
attend with an adult caregiver.
POKEMON CLUB

Tuesday, June 17, 4-4:30 p.m. in 
the  Storytime Room. Registration 
required.

Do you love all things Pokemon? 
Join us for Pokemon Club! Enjoy a 
variety of fun Pokemon activities, 
trade cards, plus try your hand at 
playing the game on our new play 
mats! For ages 6-12.
ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUPPORT 
GROUP

Tuesday, June 17, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in  Dexter Hall. No registration 
required.

The Alzheimer’s Support Net-
work Caregiver Support Group is 
led by Alzheimer’s Care Profes-
sionals and experienced caregivers. 
We offer information, resources, 
and strategies specific to caring 
for someone with Alzheimer’s and 
other Dementias along with sup-
port for transitioning to different 
care settings. Co-sponsored by Tri-
Valley and Charlton Public Library.
CRAFTERNOON FOR KIDS

Friday, June 20, 3:30-4:30 p.m. in 
the Storytime Room. No registra-
tion required.

Drop by the Storytime Room 
and make a fun craft! Best for ages 
5-10.
ME AND MY MINI WITH SUNFLOWER 
MOVEMENT THERAPY

Mondays, June 23 & 30, 10 
-10:45 a.m. in the Commu-
nity Meeting Room. Registration 
required. A 45-minute creative 
movement group for ages birth 
through 2.5 years with grown-
up leader Katelyn Cramer from 
Sunflower Movement Therapy. The 
group is focused on adult and baby 
spending quality time together, 
fostering attachment, and baby 
interacting with others their age. 
Get groovy to upbeat music with 
props, instruments, and a story! 
Space is limited.
G.S.A. FOR TEENS: FRIENDSHIP 
BRACELETS

Tuesday, June 24, 5:30-6:30  in 
the Community Meeting Room. 
No registration required.

GSA (Gender & Sexuality Alli-
ance) is for middle school and high 
school students. Meetup to talk, 
hang out, and make new friends! 
At this first meeting, we are mak-
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From left: Evlen Dasilveira, Lorri Ducharme and Carly Whitcraft

Whole-Body Confidence at Prestige: Advanced Beauty & 
Wellness Services Now Offered

Lorri Ducharme, owner of Pres-
tige Salon & Day Spa in Webster, 
is proud to announce exciting 
additions to the salon’s offerings—
designed to enhance both inner 
confidence and outer beauty.

Prestige now features two highly 
skilled professionals: Evlen Dasil-
veira, a certified paramedical tattoo 
artist and permanent makeup 
specialist, and Carly Whitcraft, 
RN, a certified aesthetic nurse and 
founder of Carly Rx Aesthetics, a 
boutique medical aesthetics prac-
tice operating within the salon.

Paramedical Tattoo & Camouflage 
Artistry

Evlen Dasilveira brings special-
ized expertise in scar camouflage, 
stretch mark blending, and 3D 
areola reconstruction for breast 
cancer survivors. With a medical 
associate’s degree and more than 24 
certifications in body inking, she 
provides transformative services 
for clients healing from surgery, 
childbirth, or skin trauma.

“After breast reconstruc-
tion surgery, this service is truly 
life-changing. Clients say it helps 
them feel whole again,” says Ms. 
Ducharme.

“It’s like closing a difficult chap-
ter and moving forward,” adds Ev-
len, who partners with Harrington 
Hospital Cancer Center to offer 
restorative support to survivors.

Evlen’s services include: 
    •    Scar Camouflage – Perma-
nent pigments blend scars, stretch 
marks, and areas of hypopigmenta-
tion with surrounding skin. 
    •    Lip Blushing & Neutraliza-
tion – Enhances lip color and 
shape, correcting dark patches or 
inconsistencies. 
    •    Microblading & Powder 
Brows – Creates a natural brow 
appearance for clients with sparse 
or missing brows due to aging, 
alopecia, or chemotherapy.

These treatments are long-
lasting, sun-safe, and can last up to 

two years.

Medical Aesthetics by Carly Rx 
Aesthetics

Carly Whitcraft, RN, brings over 
20 years of healthcare experience 
and advanced aesthetic certifica-
tions to the Prestige team. Through 
Carly Rx Aesthetics, she delivers a 
client-focused, medically guided 
approach to facial rejuvenation and 
internal wellness.

“It’s not about changing how you 
look—it’s about enhancing what’s 
already there,” Carly explains.

“My goal is to help every client 
feel confident and refreshed in 
their own skin.”

Her service offerings include: 
    •    Jeuveau® Wrinkle Treatments 
– A modern neuromodulator that 
softens dynamic lines and refreshes 
facial appearance. 
    •    SkinPen® Microneedling – 
FDA-cleared collagen induction 
therapy that improves skin tone, 
texture, acne scarring, and fine 
lines. 
    •    Vitamin Wellness Injections 
– B12, Glutathione, Vitamin C, and 
Vita-Complex shots that support 
energy, immunity, and skin health. 
    •    Custom Consultations – All 
treatments are tailored under the 
medical guidance of the LexRx 
Network of Boston, ensuring safety 
and clinical excellence.

Carly offers a spa-like experi-
ence backed by medical profession-
alism, making her services ideal for 
both first-timers and experienced 
aesthetic clients.

Where Confidence Is Restored
Together, Evlen and Carly rep-

resent a forward-thinking blend of 

medical beauty and compassionate 
care. Whether you’re healing from 
surgery, refreshing your appear-
ance, or prioritizing skin health, 
Prestige Salon & Day Spa offers 
everything you need in one sup-
portive, luxurious setting. 
 
Visit them at: 
Prestige Salon & Day Spa 
118 Main Street, Webster 
www.theprestigesalon.com 
www.carlyrxaesthetics.com

Prestige Salon & Day Spa
118 Main St., Webster, MA

CALL TO BOOK: 508-671-0069
Limited availability–treat yourself while it lasts! 

Offer ends July 30th

BOOK BOTH SERVICES BOOK BOTH SERVICES 
and get and get 

10% OFF 10% OFF each!each!

 Glow-Up Duo Glow-Up Duo
Signature Facial 

&
Jeuveau

(our go-to Botox alternative!)

Your Ultimate
Refresh-all in One Visit!

Dudley Senior Center Events for 
June 2025 

No Memory Café for June as Town Hall is closed Thursday, June 19, in observance of Juneteenth. 
June 25: Potluck lunch with chicken, macaroni salad, watermelon, and root beer floats. The cost for this 

event is $5 per person. Please RSVP for this event by calling 508-949-8015 or sign up in the Dudley Senior 
Center. 

Activities at Dudley Senior Center: 1 p.m. Tuesdays – Pitch League; 11:30 a.m. Wednesdays – The 
Dudley Senior Center Knitting group; 1 p.m. June 4 – Book Club: “The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman, 
Mondays and Thursdays – Tri lunches.
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SPORTS

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Dads Don’t Like Cookouts-

THEY LIKE
DINE OUT

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE
 12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
 12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
 1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Route 6, Mendon | 508-478-0871
Mon. 4-9 • Tues. Closed • Wed. & Thurs. 11:30-9

Fri. 11:30-10 • Sat. 4-10 • Sun, 12-9
www.nesteakandseafood.com

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

Still Young but Closing in on Milestones
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Carly Moody has been playing 
basketball and soccer for as 
long as she can remember, but 

it was in seventh grade when she 
was introduced to lacrosse playing 
for the Auburn Youth League.  
The next season the Dudley resi-
dent got the opportunity to play 

for the Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School varsity lacrosse pro-
gram, one year before transferring 
her skills to Bay Path Regional.

“Playing with the girls from 
Shepherd Hill, who were much 
older and experienced than I was 
definitely was hard get into at 
first,” she said. “I learned a lot and 
began starting right away. In my 
second game I got my first goal – 

it was very exciting to do.”
Moody noted that Shepherd 

Hill did not have a junior varsity 
squad due to low numbers, but 
she was still going to give it her 
all at the tryouts to prove she be-
longed on varsity. Although much 
younger than the majority of the 
girls, she was not worried going 
into the tryouts. 

Having made the team as a 
seventh grader, she felt great about 
her accomplishments and took 
her game seriously. That season 
she netted 37 goals for the Rams, 
something that she really didn’t 
expect to happen that early.

When the season came to a 
close, Moody had a decision to 
make – stay with Shepherd Hill or 
move over to Bay Path; she chose 
the later due to it being a voca-
tional school. Now, as a freshman 
she would have to start all over 
with another team, but would 
first have to make the Minutemen 
team.

“I knew some of the girls go-
ing into the tryouts and it was 
similar to Shepherd Hill. I was 
confident in my skills, but I didn’t 
know what to expect,” Moody 
said. “With that one-year with 
Shepherd Hill under my belt I was 
very confident, but it was still a 
challenge.”

Prior to coming to Bay Path she 
continued to work on her lacrosse 
skills in any way that she could  
during the off-season and she 
also believes that playing soccer 
and basketball for the Minutemen 
helped her to get ready for the 
spring sport.

While she truly enjoys the 
competitive play of both soccer 
and basketball, there is something 
about the lacrosse competition 
that is different and keeps her on 
her toes. Although she hasn’t been 
playing the game as long as the 
other two, lacrosse has defiantly 
become her number one priority 
when it comes to the three sports.

Having already tallied 37 goals 
as an eighth grader Moody was 
looking to eclipse the century 
mark during her first season with 
Bay Path and second overall. 

“Carly works extremely hard on 
and off the field; her stats speak 
for themselves,” lacrosse coach 
Rachel Hearnlaye said. “Having 
already scored 37 with Shepherd 
Hill as an eighth grader I expect 
her to hit that 100 mark by the 
end of this year.”

At the time of this writing, 
the Minutemen freshman had 
already tallied 57 goals for her 
new school giving her 94 on her 
career. Moody still has another six 
regular season games left in which 
to reach the 100-goal plateau. 
Getting there was one of her goals 
coming into this season, but she 
would also like to have the team 
make the State Tournament; Bay 
Path is sitting on the cusp with a 
6-8 record.

The young lacrosse player 
knows that she has plenty of time 
to help Bay Path qualify for the 
State Tournament in the future, 
but also knows in order to do so 
she and the team are going to have 

to get better. In the off-season 
she plans on continuing to work 
on her game as much as she can 
before the other two sports get 
under way and take up her time.

“She is always at practice ahead 
of the scheduled time working 
on her skills,” the Bay Path Coach 
said. “As a midfielder she plays 
both offense as well as defense 
and continues to focus on her goal 
scoring as well as her defense.”

Moody believes her speed and 
shooting skills help to open up the 
offense while creating space. In 
doing this she can not only have 
those scoring opportunities but 
can help set up her teammates. 
However, on the defensive side 
of the ball she would like to get 
better to help the team and knows 
over the next three plus years she 
needs to keep getting better to 
help the Minutemen get into the 
Tournament and make a deep 
playoff run.

As the youngster looks to im-
prove upon her skills, the coach is 
just hoping that Moody can con-
tinue to keep growing as a player.

“She needs to grow and realize 
that she doesn’t always have to go 
for the easy shot,” Hearnlaye said. 
“Recently, against BVT she had 6 
goals but she also had a lot of nice 
assists. She is naturally athletic 
and has that drive that should 
benefit her in the future as long as 
she keeps the growth mindset.”

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book
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800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

308 Main Street

 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 

 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  

Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  

11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  

for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 

1-13 JEFF ANDERSON

1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE

1-27 JOE MACY

2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 
Make your 

Valentines 
Day 

reservations 

now! 

Casual WaterfrontCasual Waterfront

Dining on lake lashaWayDining on lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE • CLOSED MONDAYSOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE • CLOSED MONDAYS

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

Author Launches Book at Booklovers’ Gourmet
Woodstock, Connecticut 

author Karen Warinsky will 
launch her new book of 

poetry at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 
E. Main Street, Webster on Satur-
day, June 28 from 1-2:30 p.m.  This 
event is free and open to the public 
and will include a limited open mic 
and raffle.

 Titled Beauty & Ashes, (Kelsay 
Press), this is her fourth collection. 
Warinsky has published poetry 
since 2011 and her books are Gold 
in Autumn (2020) and Sunrise 
Ruby (2022), both from Human 
Error Publishing, and Dining with 
War  (2023 Alien Buddha Press).” 
She is a Best of the Net nominee 
and a former finalist of the Mon-
treal International Poetry Contest 
and won First Place in 2024 for her 
poem “Mirage” from the Ekphras-
tic Poetry Trust.  She coordinates 
spoken word/poetry events in MA 
and CT under the name Poets at 
Large, and currently holds readings 

at Roseland Park in Woodstock 
and The Vanilla Bean Café in 
Pomfret, CT.  Warinsky and her 
husband have lived in Woodstock 
for 34 years where they raised their 
three children, and she is retired 
from careers in journalism and 
teaching. 

Lee Desrosiers, editor and 
publisher of The Naugatuck River 
Review and Wordpeace, wrote in 
her blurb for the book:   “In these 

poems you will find a celebra-
tion of womanhood and self-love, 
a carillon, meditations on aging 
and mortality, gardens and lakes, 
marriage, a folder for death, junk-
men “with their scrappy junkyard 
no-name cat / and their watchful, 
blank blue-eyed German Shep-
herd,” and much more, which 
together make Warinsky’s collec-
tion well worth reading.”

James Penha, managing 
editor for The New Verse News, 
writes: Beauty & Ashes … follows 
the seasons of the year as an allego-
ry, of course, for the trajectory of a 
human life. But the book’s calendar 
ends in spring, the season of begin-
nings (!) despite our learning ear-
lier from a speaker that Death “is 
sometimes there / lounging in my 
poems about nature and spirit… 
/ he wants to take me home.” And 
so, I reread these poems earnestly 
wondering where we have been 
and where we are headed. And I do 

mean we, for although the poems 
are personal and autobiographical, 
I recognize in all of them a corre-
spondence and often a congruence 
with my own experience of beauty 
and ashes. I think every reader of 
this collection will as well.

This event is suitable for ages 14 
and up.  Books will be available for 
purchase.  People should call (508) 
949-6232 to sign up for the open 
mic.

Adaptive Water Ski Program 
Awarded Grant
The Webster Water Ski Col-

lective is proud to announce 
that its Adaptive Ski Pro-

gram has once again been se-
lected as a recipient of the presti-
gious Craig H. Neilsen Foundation 
Grant through Move United 
Sports. This significant grant 
will fund the program for both 
the 2025 and 2026 ski seasons, 
enabling the Collective to continue 
providing free adaptive water ski 
opportunities to youth and adults 
living with spinal cord injuries 
(SCI).

This marks the second time the 
Collective’s Adaptive Ski Program 
has received this grant, further 
solidifying its commitment to 
inclusion and empowerment 
through watersports. The initiative 
is designed to foster independence, 

physical and emotional wellness, 
and new skill development in indi-
viduals with SCI — all through the 
power of adaptive water skiing.

“We are incredibly honored 
to be a two-time recipient of this 
transformative grant,” said Ryan 
DesRoches, Director of Adaptive 
Skiing at the Webster Water Ski 
Collective. “Thanks to the Craig 
H. Neilsen Foundation and Move 
United Sports, we can continue 
breaking down barriers and offer-
ing life-changing experiences on 
the water.”

The Adaptive Ski Program 
provides specialized equipment, 
trained volunteers, and a support-
ive community that helps individu-
als of all ability levels experience 
the freedom and exhilaration of 
water skiing. Whether participants 

are returning athletes or first-time 
skiers, the program tailors each 
session to meet individual needs 
and goals, ensuring a safe, fun, and 
empowering environment.

With the renewed funding for 
2025 and 2026, the Collective 
aims to expand outreach efforts, 
add more ski days to the schedule, 
and increase access for new ski-
ers throughout the New England 
region.

For more information about 
the Adaptive Ski Program or to 
register as a participant or volun-
teer, visit  websterwaterski.org.
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Proudly serving Central Massachusetts and Proudly serving Central Massachusetts and 
the surrounding areas for over the surrounding areas for over 5050 years. years.

 Auto Insurance   
Property Insurance  
Business Insurance 

 We are very good at what we do. We have 26 dedicated employees who are 
talented, focused, and willing to help customers with all their insurance needs. 
We have more options than national carriers because we represent 12 insurance 
companies for personal insurance and 25+ for business insurance.

93 West Main St., Dudley, MA 01571
Phone: 508-943-4124 • Fax: 508-943-3936

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5pm
www.stochajinsurance.com

•Extended business hours 
    (7:30 am -5:00 pm)
•Always speak to a live 
    person
•Registry service
•Upfront disclosures on 
    home/business property 
    inspections.
•93.6% renewal rate! 

Worcester Area’s Largest and 
Oldest Window & Siding Dealer

30 Auburn St., 30 Auburn St., 
Auburn, MA 01501Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5981508-832-5981

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

Celebrating 
over 70 years 

in Business

Check us out on the web: www.capitolsiding.com

Capitol Siding Company has been in business for 
over 70 years with over 23,000 satisfied customers. 

Our customers can expect consistent product 
quality and skillful performance from our sales 

staff and trained professional installers. 
We deliver service and value.

Honest Sales, Honest Sales, 
SuperiorSuperior

 Workmanship  Workmanship 
and Service.and Service.

Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters
Replacement Windows • Roofing

Offer Lifetime warranty on our siding and window products.

Dudley appoints seven to newly formed Government Study Committee 
The Dudley Selectboard has 

appointed former Webster 
Selectman Randy Becker, As-

sistant Vice President of Finance 
for Easterseals of Massachusetts 
Keith Gajewski, retired Dudley 
Deputy Fire Chief Paul Konieczny, 
local business owner Brian LaBrec, 
Webster town administrator Rich-
ard LaFond, product quality con-
trol specialist Cheryl Lieteau, and 
former Business Manager for the 
Dudley-Charlton Regional School 
District Rich Mathieu as full mem-
bers of the newly formed Govern-

ment Study Committee. Appointed 
as alternates were National Grid 
Project Manager Hannah Ferris 
and Dean of the Graduate School 
at Nichols College Robin Frkal. 

This committee will evaluate the 
town’s government structure dur-
ing public, televised meetings. Its 
reports and recommendations will 
be widely available for residents’ 
consideration and action. 

“I’m very thankful for the people 
that came forward to assist the 
town in acting on the recommen-
dation of the Department of Rev-

enue’s Division of Local Services to 
form a government study commit-
tee,” town administrator Jonathan 
Ruda said, adding, “The education, 
experiences, and independent 
nature of the committee volunteers 
will ensure an a-political and un-
biased study and will bring about 
informed decisions relative to the 
future organization of our com-
munity.” 

The development of this com-
mittee follows a financial man-
agement audit conducted by the 
DLS at the request of the Board 

of Selectmen, after repeated calls 
from residents. The audit covered 
concerns over budget shortfalls, 
Proposition 2 ½ override elections 
in the summer 2023, and ongoing 
fiscal challenges. 

A key finding of the DLS report 
emphasized that Dudley’s decen-
tralized government structure lacks 
essential coordination and com-
munication, hindering its ability to 
function effectively and efficiently. 
Addressing this issue will be the 
primary focus of the committee’s 
work. 

Committee responsibilities 
include reviewing the town’s 
organizational structure, identify-
ing inefficiencies, researching best 
practices in peer communities, 
and gathering input from town 
officials and residents. The study is 
expected to conclude by May 2026, 
when the committee will present 
its findings and recommendations 
to the Board of Selectmen. These 
recommendations may lead to fur-
ther action at the May 2026 Annual 
Town Meeting. 

ing friendship bracelets. Make 
them in your PRIDE colors or any 
colors you want!
PUZZLE RACE

Tuesday, June 24, 6 -7:30 p.m. in  
Dexter Hall. Registration required.

Can your team complete a jigsaw 
puzzle faster than your friends and 
neighbors? Each team will receive 
the same 300 piece puzzle provided 

by the library. The team that finishes 
first or completes the most before 
time is called wins! Adults, teens, and 
families with children aged 8+ are 
welcome to participate. Registration 
is required – only one person from 
each team should register. Teams can 
have up to six members.
BUILDWAVE FOR GRADES K-5

Wednesday, June 25, 3-4 p.m. in 
the Community Meeting Room. 
Registration required.

Want to foster your child’s inter-
est in STEM, while igniting their 

creative spark at the same time? 
Buildwave is a creative building 
program that feels like a video 
game! Over the course of the work-
shop, students create with over a 
dozen different building materi-
als, including Lego, PlusPlus, and 
custom-made Buildwave materials. 
The workshop is structured like a 
video game, with an audiovisual 
setup featuring animations and 
music that guide students through 
the different building waves. As 
your child creates with wave after 
wave of new objects, they build 
creative confidence, become bet-
ter collaborators, and encounter 
design and engineering fundamen-
tals in a unique and memorable 
context.
TINY TOTS @ NIGHT

Thursday, June 26, 6-6:30 p.m. in 
the- Storytime Room - Registration 
required.

This is an evening version of our 
Tiny Tots program! Best for babies 
to age 3. Includes songs, finger-
plays, scarves, shakers, music, 

books & free play!
FAR FROM EDEN CONCERT

Thursday, June 26, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in Dexter Hall. No registration 
required. 

Far From Eden is a four piece 
band from Millbury, Massachusetts, 
formed in 2005 by Vocalist Tina 
Pugliese Savage, Drummer Ed 
Scholz, Bassist Bob See, and Guitar-
ist Dave Bourdeau. FFE is noted for 
Tina’s powerful vocal delivery and 
cleverly crafted versions of songs 
from a wide variety of genres and 
artists including Aretha Franklin, 
Pink Floyd, Lady Gaga, Led Zep-
pelin, and U2. All are welcome.
CHARLTON UKULELE LEAGUE & 
ENSEMBLE

Thursday, June 26, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in the Community Meeting Room. 
No registration required.

Experienced musicians and 
newbies all welcome. Questions? 
Email Cule5632@gmail.com
CARRIE FERGUSON FAMILY CONCERT

Friday, June 27, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
in Dexter Hall. No registration 
required.

Join us for a fun family concert 
to celebrate Pride Month at the 
Library! Carrie Ferguson concerts 
are fun and interactive, with plenty 
of dancing, singing, and audience 

participation. Their music is posi-
tive and upbeat, featuring themes of 
inclusivity, self-care, accepting feel-
ings, love of nature, environmental 
stewardship, and just all around joy 
for life. As an LGBTQ artist, Carrie 
is particularly interested in offering 
supportive and encouraging mes-
sages to LGBTQ children and their 
families. All ages are welcome!
CRITICAL THINKING DISCUSSION 
GROUP - HENRY IV, PART 1 BY WIL-
LIAM SHAKESPEARE

Friday, June 27, 1-2 p.m. in the  
Sibley Reading Area. No registra-
tion required.

No experience with critical 
thinking discussion groups is 
necessary. Books/materials are 
available for checkout one month 
prior to discussion. Questions? 
Email saga3@charter.net. 
MACRAME RAINBOW KEYCHAINS 
(AGES 8-18)

Monday, June 30, 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
in the Storytime Room. Registra-
tion required.

Learn how to make a mac-
rame rainbow keychain! For ages 
8-18. This program is part of our 
Rainbow Crafts celebrating Pride 
Month! Please note: this craft 
requires the use of a glue gun.

CHARLTON LIBRARY
continued from page 4
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Transforming Spaces, 
Elevating Lifestyles

Looking to bring elegance 
and durability to your 

home or office? 
Design Granites, based in 

Webster, MA, specializes in 
high-quality granite countertops, 

custom stonework, and 
unparalleled craftsmanship.

 Stunning Selection of Premium Stones
 Locally Trusted Professionals
 Affordable Pricing and Tailored Designs
Whether you’re renovating your kitchen, upgrading your 
bathroom, or creating a one-of-a-kind outdoor space, 
Design Granites is here to make your vision a reality.

Why Choose Us?Why Choose Us?

12 Wellington St., Webster MA 
774-535-1146 • www.designgranites.com

RIVERS EDGE TRUCK & TRAILER

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawnmower & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
 Snowblower & Generator Repairs

Pickup & Delivery

Harrie’s Jailhouse Restaurant
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

51 Warwick Street in 
Middletown, Con-
necticut is not your 

average building in the middle 
of a residential neighborhood. 
It never was. The 1850 facility 
once housed the Pameacha Jail, 
which included the sheriff ’s resi-
dence and a dozen brownstone 
prisoner-holding cells. The cells 
were later removed and brought 
to Haddam, Connecticut for 
use in their jail, which has now 
been closed for a decade as of 
this writing. What remains of the 
actual cells at the Warwick street 
location consists of a small room 
with windows and an outside 
stairway where the cells once sat. 
Only one section remains of one 
of the cells where patrons can still 
dine. The building later housed a 
restaurant called Bread & Water, 
but a fire in April 2017 damaged 
a good portion of the structure 
and forced its closure in 2019. 
Just prior to closing, Bread & 
Water was chosen among 8,500 
eateries across the state as South 
Region Restaurant of the Year. 
In 2020, Carrie Carella, owner of 

NoRa Cupcake Co. and Heather 
Kelly went in search of a place 
that was unique in character and 
history. They found 51 Warwick 
Street to be the perfect place. 
In March of 2021, they opened 
Harrie’s Jailhouse Restaurant as 
an elevated pub fare restaurant. 
Harrie’s specializes in signature 
sandwiches and cocktails where 
one can relax at the bar down-
stairs, on the outdoor patio, or at 
seating on the first floor. The res-
taurant’s name is a combination 
of Heather and Carrie, who have 
both since had their fair share of 
paranormal experiences. 

The building houses a per-
manent resident by the name of 
Sarah. Sarah is a little girl ghost 
who may have lived in the build-
ing at one time after it ceased 
to be a jail house. Heather and 
Carrie have learned to live in har-
mony with Sarah who they have 
concluded was between the ages 
of eight and ten years old when 
she died. Sarah likes to play with 
the lights, create sudden drafts, 
throw things and take items off 
the tables and bar, dropping 
them to the floor. Sarah does not 
limit her exploits to the owners 

and staff at the restaurant. Many 
patrons of Harrie’s have wit-
nessed strange events presumed 
to be caused by her. One patron 
witnessed the remote control 
for the television fly off the TV 
and bounce off the bar. Some 
come to the restaurant in hopes 
of witnessing the child ghost 
while dining or enjoying a drink. 
Often, Sarah does not disappoint. 
Heather and Carrie admitted 
they sometimes have to appease 
Sarah by putting a mocktail out 
for her when she starts acting up. 
Whether it is totally effective or 
not in pleasing the ghost, they 
are not sure, but they believe 
it makes her feel included and 
comfortable with the people who 
work or visit of the place.

Next door to the pub is the 
old town almshouse that has 
been converted into apartments 
and a section for a small busi-
ness. Almshouses were where 
people of the town in need would 
reside. This included the poor, 
elderly and disabled citizens 
within the town. Often, there 
was a farm of some sort where 
they grew much of their own 
food. Sometimes they worked at 

menial jobs to help support their 
way. The old almshouse build-
ing is also haunted by some of 
the long deceased tenants who 
most likely spend their last days 
in the poorhouse. In 2012, Ghost 
Hunters investigated both places 
and found them to be still alive 
with the spirits of those who once 
tenanted them. The haunting 
of both buildings go back much 

further and can be assured the 
ghosts will still be around for 
years to come. Such places tend 
to leave a certain psychic scar on 
the property due to the reason 
why they were invented in the 
first place; to house the poor and 
suffering or hold the not so nice 
people in society.

Free 2025 Vessel Safety Check
At Wallum Lake Boat Ramp, Saturday, June 14 at Douglas State For-
est, Douglas or Memorial Beach Boat Ramp, Saturday, June 21 at 
Nipmuc Cove, Webster Lake, MA

Bring any type of watercraft 
from kayaks, canoes, PWCs, 
sailboats, cabin cruisers, to ski 

& pontoon boats for a stem to stern 
check of equipment for compliance 
to federal and 
state safety regu-
lations. Vessels 
can be inspected 
on a trailer as well 
as afloat.

Trailered ves-
sels, not having 
Webster access 
sticker and not 
launching, can be 
examined at the 
entrance gate to 
Memorial Ramp. 
Personal water-
craft, not allowed 
to launch at the Wallum Lake 
Ramp on weekends, can also be ex-
amined at the gate. Both locations 
can accommodate boats arriving 
by water. The stations will be active 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Weather- related rescheduling 
will be the following Sunday, same 
time, and location.

Vessel Examiners are qualified 
and experienced to answer any 
boating related questions or con-
cerns along with being trained to 
spot any potential problems. They 

will award 
your vessel 
with a 2023 
VSC decal 
if it meets 
Auxiliary 
standards 
on items 
such as: 
registra-
tion & hull 
numbering, 
life jackets, 
fire extin-
guishers, 
expiration 

dates on flares (if required), work-
ing navigation lights, overall vessel 
condition, etc. A VSC is conducted 
only with your consent; no reports 
are filed with any law enforcement 
agency. There are no citations, 
legal obligations, or penalties on 
violations or potential problems 
found. A VSC decal may result in 

a boat insurance discount and will 
indicate to law enforcement on the 
water that your vessel complies 
with safety regulations. 

The Examiner will give the ves-
sel owner options and information 
on correcting any issues. Often a 
quick trip to the nearest boating 
supply vendor is all that is neces-
sary to obtain missing safety items 
and easily pass a re-inspection, 
sometimes on the same day. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Vessel Examin-
ers will be around the local lakes 
at various, un-scheduled times 
during the boating season; they 
are few in number and not readily 
available inland.

If you cannot make it to the sta-
tion, schedule a VSC online at the 
link: VesselSafetyCheck.org

It is best to take advantage of 
this scheduled opportunity and 
start your boating season with a 
visit to our station, and a 2025 VSC 
decal.

Staffed by Tri-State Flotilla 10-2 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary VSC 
Station personnel.
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE 
continued on page 11 

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

Protecting Luke Amid 
Tick Season

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

“Luke has a tick.” I state with 
panic, as though another 
head has grown from 

his neck, then stiffen my hold on 
him. “I’m okay with rough love, 
Momma, but this is starting to feel 
awkward.” 

I don’t want to lose sight of the 
blood sucker, who may realize 
that he (or she?) has been caught. 

A tick’s gender (I later learned) is 
indicated by its scutum. Male ticks 
have a scutum that covers most of 
their back, and a female tick has 
a white halo on its half scutum. 
However interesting, this one 
needs to go.  I part Luke’s fur and 
gag. My least favorite antagonist 
is shaped like a sunflower seed, its 
head burrowed in the meat on the 
back of Luke’s neck. One might 
think that by now (eight dogs in) 
the sight would be casual. My 
father used to pull bloated ticks off 
our dogs using a pair of pliers. He’d 
drop the pea-sized gluttons into a 
bucket of kerosene. 

“Hurry. Go find the scooper!” 
A tick sighting still rattles me. I 

command my husband to fetch our 
cherished de-ticking tool, a small 
spoon with a sharp wedge cut out 
at the top, and one forever missing 
when we need it the most. 

“Where did you put it last?” His 
question feels counterintuitive. “If I 
knew where it was, then it wouldn’t 
be misplaced, right?” Luke ma-
neuvers like a breakdancer while 
struggling to free his head from my 
hold. “I don’t know what’s happen-
ing here, but I just want to sniff the 
floor again.” 

A tick once attached to the skin 
on Luke’s throat. He was still a 

puppy, only six months old. That 
very parasite caused repeated (and 
irritable) scratching and, likely, 
the positive trace of Lyme disease 
found on a subsequent blood test. 
More testing indicated that he is 
asymptomatic and will be just fine, 
especially with the aid of a monthly 
pill. He could even end up testing 
negative the next time, according 
to the vet’s diagnosis. Nevertheless 
…

The surgery begins without a 
moment to spare. Daddy (having 
located the spoon) covers the tick’s 
body and pulls it slow enough to 
force it to detach from Luke’s skin. 
“Almost done, Lukey.” I rub his 
belly for emotional support. I do 

believe that, on some level, dogs 
sense and trust the firmness of 
our care. They know that we are 
looking out for them. How could 
we not? I once scraped my knee 
and, weeks later, a barely visible 
scar held the scent of blood. Luke 
sniffed the wound and began 
licking the area. “Smells like an 
abrasion, Momma. Don’t worry. I’ll 
take care of it.”

“FREEDOM!” Nothing spells 
RELIEF quite the way an extracted 
tick does. Luke races to his toybox, 
pulls out his stuffed lamb, and 
prances about the kitchen; proud 

of himself for enduring a mysteri-
ous ordeal. “Something caused 
parental tension. But what? I was 
so worried they’d never let me go, 
but I got myself out of that head-
lock, alright.” His enthusiasm is 
liberating. It appears we’ve all been 
freed from the tick’s hold. I wash 
my hands. Luke thrashes about the 
kitchen and celebrates the joy that 
is Living with Luke. 

Meanwhile, the tick scrambles to 
find a way out of the spoon’s dome.  

“Burn him alive.” I take a 
random shot at the tick’s gender 
and watch Luke chew on another 
stuffed toy. His red chili pepper 
squeals with joy. Then I imagine 
him at the shore of a lake, unable to 
swim due to joint pain. He breathes 
in the aroma of fresh water and 
looks away. “I used to love to swim. 
That was then.” He turns in a circle 
and lies down. “I’m discouraged.”

“I’ll get the lighter.” This leech 
needs to pay. 

The flame pops to life. The tick 
senses its heat, and scrambles up 
the spoon’s dome with homely, 
curly feelers then slides back down, 
unsuccessful. I turn away. My soft 
heart stills. I’m disappointed with 
the tick, yet I cannot watch the 
execution. The tick was just being 
a tick. Parasites feed off the life of 
another. Such is what’s meant to be. 

“Buh bye.” Nonetheless, the flush 
of the toilet resounds like the roar 
of a lion, and the burned corpse 
spins away in no time. I scratch my 
scalp. Is that a pimple or a tick? 

“I think I have a tick!” I’ve gone 
mad.

Luke trots into the bathroom. 
“What’s going on in here? He grabs 
a sock from the laundry basket. I 
open his mouth and grab it back. 
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

LUKE
continued from page 10

BECOME A SENIOR VOLUNTEER!BECOME A SENIOR VOLUNTEER!  Make Giving Back Your Second Act!Make Giving Back Your Second Act!
The Family Services of Central Massachusetts network of AmeriCorps Seniors Volunteers, aged 55 and 
over, are sharing their positive outlook and experience to make a difference in the lives of others and their 
communities.
Engage one-on-one with another senior, or pursue a cause close to your heart, such as the Senior Fraud 
Helpline. Help Foil the Frauds by assisting seniors to recognize, resist, and report senior scams and fraud.
Live life to the fullest as an AmeriCorps Seniors Volunteer --
for others and yourself. 

Please call to Volunteer 508.769.1807

65 Southbridge Street
Auburn, MA 01501
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND
He smiles and lifts a paw for me to 
hold. “Love you, Momma.” The two 
of us share a moment. I hug his big 
head and plant a kiss on his snout. 
He smells faintly of aloe from a 
recent backyard bath. He leans into 
my chest. The struggle of being a 
dog parent is real. We do not want 
to see our dogs in pain and will do 
anything to prevent it. Those who 
rescue dogs understand the con-
cept viscerally. Something about a 
dog abused, malnourished, or sick 
sends fire through our veins, even 
though we know that pain is a part 
of life. We endure struggle like a 
champ. Yet the threat of a creature 
the size of a seed (or pea) is too 
much to bear. Why is that?

I sit cross-legged on the bath-
room floor. Luke rests his head on 
my lap. His loyalty is unrivaled, yet 
one dog-quality stands out above 
the rest. 

A dog is innocent. Luke would 
not hurt another living creature, 
unless doing so meant to protect, 
defend or survive. He doesn’t pos-
sess the ego, pride or sinfulness of a 
human. He’s not vindictive, selfish 
or malicious by nature. He’s born 
with simplicity—to love and be 
loved. 

“Love you, Lukey.” He licks my 
chin and reminds me of how much 
I need him, just as much as he does 
me. We’ll both go great lengths to 
protect each other. Man may be 
a dog’s best friend, but Mom will 
always have his back.

Write to Amy:
amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Visit Luke:
livingwithlukevalentino@IG

Common Real Estate Terms Explained
If you’re a first-time homebuyer, 

chances are you’ll come across 
some terms you’re not familiar 

with. And that can be overwhelm-
ing, especially while going through 
one of the biggest purchases of 
your life. The good news is you 
don’t need to be an expert on real 
estate terms, that’s your agent’s 

job. But 
getting 
to know 
these ba-
sic terms 
will help 
you feel a 
lot more 
confident 
through-
out the 
process.

Terms 
every 

homebuyer should know. Once 
you’re familiar with this terminolo-
gy, you’ll have a better understand-
ing of important details – from 
contracts to negotiations. So, when 
those big conversations happen, 
you’ll feel informed, in control, and 
able to make the best decision for 
your unique situation. Having a 
basic understanding of important 
real estate concepts before you start 

the home buying process will give 
you peace of mind now and could 
save you a fortune in the future.

Here’s a breakdown of a few key 
real estate terms and definitions 
you should know.

Appraisal: A report providing 
the estimated value of the home. 
Lenders rely on appraisals to deter-
mine a home’s value, so they’re not 
lending more than it’s worth.

Contingencies: Contract condi-
tions that must be met, typically 
within a certain timeframe or by 
a specified date. For example, a 
home inspection is a common 
contingency. While you can waive 
these to try and make your offer 
more competitive, it’s generally not 
recommended.

Closing Costs: A collection of 
fees and payments made to the 
various parties involved in your 
home purchase. Ask your lender 
for a list of closing cost items, 
including attorney’s fees, taxes, title 
insurance, and more.

Down Payment: This varies by 
buyer, but is typically 3.5-20% of 
the purchase price of the home. 
There are even some 0% down pro-
grams available. Ask your lender 
for more information. Chances are, 
unless specified by your loan type 

of lender, you don’t need to put 
20% down.

Escalation Clause: This is typi-
cally used in highly competitive 
markets. It’s an optional add on 
in a real estate contract that says a 
potential buyer is willing to raise 
their offer on a home if the seller 
receives a higher competing offer. 
The clause also includes how much 
a buyer is willing to pay over the 
highest offer.

Mortgage Rate: The interest rate 
you pay when you borrow money 
to buy a home. Consult a lender so 
you know how it can impact your 
monthly mortgage payment.

Pre-Approval Letter: A letter 
from a lender that shows what 
they’re willing to lend you for your 
home loan. This, plus an under-
standing of your savings, can help 
you decide on your target price 
range. Getting this from a lender 
should be one of your first steps in 
the homebuying process, before 
you even start browsing homes 
online.

You don’t need to have all these 
terms memorized, but a little 
knowledge goes a long way. Brush-
ing up on the basics now means 
fewer surprises later – and more 
clarity when you buy a home.
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLECOMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

WE HAVE MOVEDWE HAVE MOVED
  6 JOHNSON ST.6 JOHNSON ST.

off Rte. 12, Auburn, MAoff Rte. 12, Auburn, MA

Mention this ad
 and get

10% off
(exclusions apply)

6 Johnson St.
Auburn, MA

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

Specializing in Auto & Light Truck Service & Repair

NECNEC •Undercoating for your car or light truck
•All types of welding

774-280-3650
Auto CareAuto Care

Mark Zalewski
70 Old Webster Road

Oxford, MA 01540

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Nissan Pick-up Is Reliable Alternative to Toyota

Q. I asked you once about 
two-door pickups. As a 
Toyota owner for many 

years, I wanted to purchase a 2025 
two-door Tacoma as I have been 
happy with my previous Toyota’s. 
For a month I have been corre-

sponding with Toyota dealers, also 
Toyota Corporate with no success 
finding one. So, I am consider-
ing purchasing the 2025 Nissan 
Frontier SV King Cab. It is exactly 
what I am looking for. The Nissan 
dealers have many on their lots 
and they cost about the same as the 
Tacoma. But I have never owned 
a Nissan, so I do not know what 
their reliability is (my Toyota’s have 
been excellent). I am particularly 
concerned about the V6 engine the 
Frontier comes with.  

A. The Nissan Frontier is a no 
apologies mid-sized truck, 
not a truck trying to be a 

luxury car. The last one I evalu-
ated was very good. The strong V-6 
engine is a holdover from other 
Nissan models and quite reliable. 
Technology feels somewhat dated 
but it works okay. The reliability 
is not the same as a Toyota but all 
things being equal, I would buy 
a Nissan some other nameplates. 
My real issue is the company itself; 
Nissan is currently facing financial 
difficulties, experiencing signifi-
cant drops in operating profits and 
sales. There was even a possible 
merger in the works with Honda, 
but those negotiations fell apart. 

Q. With the new synthetic 
brake fluids, are they still 
hygroscopic? Can these 

brake-fluid exchanges be extended?

A. All DOT 3, DOT 4, and 
DOT 5.1 fluids (U.S. 
Department of Transporta-

tion boiling point specification) 
are conventional, but are all are 
synthetic - sort of. The reason is 
because they blend components. 
But I believe the “synthetic” label 
(engineers let me know) is more 
marketing that the resistance to 
moisture. This is like synthetic 
blends of oil; there is not a per-
centage blend standard. Silicone 

brake fluid is also sometimes 
called synthetic because it is not 
traditional glycol based and is not 
hygroscopic. Silicone fluid is often 
used in vintage cars because it will 
not corrode internal brake parts. It 
is also not compatible with conven-
tional brake fluid and is more com-
pressible and can give the driver a 
feeling of a spongy pedal.

Q. Does AAA repair tires at 
your residence? I have a 
flat, will they repair the tire 

at my house? 

A. Over the many years I have 
been with AAA , we have 
been looking into mobile 

flat repair, but to do it properly, 
you need to inspect the tire (take it 
off the rim) to see if it is damaged. 
Some providers and DIY’ers  will 
put in a plug. I also carry a plug kit 
in my car in case of emergencies), 
but a plug is a temporary repair. 
For a tire to be repaired properly, 
the tire needs to be inspected for 
damage and repaired with a plug/
patch combination. AAA will come 
out, air up your tire, install a spare 
(if your car has one) or tow the car 
to a tire store. 

Q. My brand-new Kia K4 just 
turned 1500 miles and 
has an 8-speed automatic 

transmission with Normal setting 
and a Sport setting. I just went on 
a trip driving in a normal setting. 
On the highway at 70 MPH the 
tachometer is reading 2300 RPM’s. 
I discovered the car is in seventh 
gear. I can manually paddle shift 
to eighth gear and the RPM’s drop 
to 1600. On my trip there I did 
this all the time and got 45 MPG. 
On the way home I did not touch 
the paddles and got 38 MPG. Any 
thoughts? 

A. This does sound a little 
strange. I can understand 
that in the sport setting, 

the computer will lock out eighth 
gear for better performance. In 
the normal setting the transmis-
sion should go into eighth speed at 
highway speeds. I would go back 
to the dealer and road test another 
K4 for comparison. Having an 
8-speed transmission that does not 
shift into eighth gear automatically 
does not make 
much sense to 
me. 

Q. I was 
watch-
ing 

YouTube 
and saw a 
mechanic 
checking for 
parasitic electrical drain with a 
thermal imaging camera. Does this 
work and have you tried it? 

A. I think we watch the same 
channels. I recently have 
been using an Innova Infra-

red Inspection Camera. I did find 
a relay that stayed on when the car 
was off because of the heat signa-
ture. Although it is a versatile tool, 
it is not the quick answer to finding 
parasitic draw, it is just another 
tool for diagnostics and trouble-
shooting that can get you down the 
correct path. 
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

Job 
change?

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you.

Whether retiring or 
changing jobs, you’ll 
want to know your 
retirement account 
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
• Leave it in your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.
• Move it to your new employer’s 401(k) plan, if you’ve changed  

employers and your new employer plan allows for it.
• Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
• Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948M-A  AECSPAD 25381611

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

Same day 
service on 

most repairs

U-KNIGHTED
“Come  Witness  The  True  Craftsmanship  Of  Thy  Honored Fathers”“Come  Witness  The  True  Craftsmanship  Of  Thy  Honored Fathers”

Is your retirement at risk?
I t’s important to save for retire-

ment, but only half of Ameri-
cans have calculated how much 

money they’ll need, according to 
the 2024 Retirement Confidence 
Survey by the Employee Benefit 
Research Institute. Yet without 

knowing 
how much 
you’ll need, 
it’s hard 
to know if 
you’re on 
track to 
reach your 
goals for 
retirement.

 
Here are a 

few consider-
ations to help shape your retire-
ment savings strategy.

 
Calculate how much you’ll 

need. You may dream of retiring 
“comfortably,” but how do you 
define “comfortable” in terms of 
actual money? Take the time to 
outline how much you spend now, 
and how much you think you’ll 
spend in retirement. That will 
help you understand how much 
you need to save now to afford the 
retirement lifestyle you want later. 
A financial advisor can help with 
resources and knowledge for build-
ing and managing your retirement 
strategy.

Start saving now. It’s easy to 
procrastinate, especially if you are 
younger and further away from 
retirement. But the earlier you 
start, the less you may need to save 
from each paycheck to build your 
funds over time. If you’re closer to 
retirement, you can take advantage 
of catch-up contributions to most 

401(k), 403(b), governmental 457 
plans and the federal government’s 
Thrift Savings Plan. If you’re 50 or 
older, you can save pretax an extra 
$7,500 to your retirement account 
beyond the standard total limit of 
$23,500 allowed in 2025. Those 
60–63 years old can contribute to 
these plans an extra $11,250 above 
the standard total limit. That’s an 
annual total of $31,000 for people 
ages 50 and older; or $34,750 for 
those 60–63 years old in pretax 
retirement plan contributions.

 
Take the right amount of 

risk. You may think it’s risky to put 
money away for retirement instead 
of keeping it handy for discretion-
ary spending. But the biggest risk 
of all is not reaching your retire-
ment goal. For example, a portfolio 
that’s all in cash will have little 
increasing value over time and 
won’t provide any growth potential 
even to keep up with inflation. It›s 
as if you›re losing money every 
year. Then again, if your invest-
ments are only keeping up with 
inflation, your money is not grow-
ing. Consider growth investments 
to help build the funds you’ll need 
in retirement. The key is ensuring 
you have the appropriate amount 
of risk — not too much, but not 
too little — to achieve your growth 
goals.

 
Save separately for emergen-

cies. To protect your hard-earned 
retirement savings, build an emer-
gency fund separate from your 
long-term investments. It can help 
ensure you have what you need to 
cover surprises like a large auto 
repair, unexpected medical bills, 
temporary loss of income from 

changing jobs or early retire-
ment caused by health issues. 
For most people, three to six 
months’ worth of total expenses 
is an appropriate amount for 
an emergency fund. And you›ll 
want to keep it in an accessible, 
low-risk account that holds cash 
and equivalents. Above all, try to 
avoid taking money from your 
long-term retirement invest-
ments. Doing so could result in 
taxes, penalties, and reductions to 
your overall principal investment, 
all of which could affect your 
retirement savings.

Retirement should be an excit-
ing time to enjoy what you’ve 
worked so hard to earn. Planning 
for what you’ll need and protect-
ing those savings can help ensure 
a comfortable future.

 
This article was written by 

Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or den-
nis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.
com.

GET NOTICED!
Contact Kate at 508-304-3019 

or by email at 
katecarr@localtownpages.com 

to advertise TODAY!



14  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • June 13, 2025

Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
• The Sutton Historical Society Inc. will host 

the annual Town-Wide Yard Sale from 8 
a.m. 1 p.m., rain or shine. The registration 
fee is $10. Registration forms are available 
at sutton1704.org and must be received by 
Friday, May 30. Participants can either set up 
at their home address or request a spot at the 
M.M. Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6 Singletary 
Avenue, Sutton. The society creates and 
distributes location maps identifying all 
participating location to assist visitors with 
locating all yard sales. Send questions to sut-
ton1704@gmail.com. The Sutton Historical 
Society is a 501c3 organization.

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
• The theme of the 2025 Millbury Fourth of 
July Parade is “A Community Celebrates!” 
The parade will start at Millbury High 
School, 12 Martin Street at 

1 p.m. and end at Windle Field. https://
www.millburyfourth.org/

TUESDAY, JUNE 17
• The General Ebenezer Learned Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution 
will be unveiling and dedicating a 250 
Anniversary burial marker to honor the 
Revolutionary War soldiers who answered 
the alarm on April 19, 1775 at the West 
Auburn Burial Ground at 1 p.m.  The burial 
ground is at the corner of Waterman Rd. 
and Southbridge St. in Auburn.  

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
• Join family and friends for a stuffed 
chicken dinner beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 39 Church Avenue, 
Northbridge. Tickets are $17 per dinner and 
include salad and dessert. To go meals will 
be available for pick-up at 5 p.m. All orders 
must be purchased in advance by Tuesday, 
June 16. Call 508-234-2156 or email the 
parish office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org for orders and tickets.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
• Uxbridge Spartan Basketball is having a 
one-time only golf fundraiser to raise mon-
ey for scoreboards at Hecla Street basketball 
courts at Blissful Meadows, 801 Chocolog 
Road, Uxbridge. The cost is $175 per golfer 
or $400 for a foursome.  Registration opens 
at 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 9 a.m. Please 
make checks payable to Uxbridge Spartan 
Basketball Association, P.O. Box 386, North 
Uxbridge, MA 01538. The organization is a 
501c3 charity.  Sponsor opportunities are 
available: hole/tee sign $200; beverage 
cart $500; or registration table $1000. You 
can also register at https://tinyurl.com/
USBAGolf.
• The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-

merce will hold its Business After Hours 
Networking Event from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
at Murder Hill Brewery & Taproom at 670 
Linwood Avenue, Building C, Whitinsville. 
Murder Hill is an exciting local brewery 
nestled within the historic Linwood Mill 
complex. Enjoy a relaxed and lively evening 
of networking, with local craft brews on tap 
and delicious bar bites. Admission is $20 
for members and $40 for future members. 
RSVP by June 23: Liz O’Neil at 508-234.9090 
ext. 102 or at loneil@blackstonevalley.org

THURSDAY, JUNE 26
• The Charlton Public Library Summer Con-
cert series sponsored by Cornerstone Bank 
presents “Far From Eden.” They are a four 
piece band from Millbury, formed in 2005 
by vocalist Tina Pugliese Savage, drummer 
Ed Scholz, bassist Bob See, and guitarist 
Dave Bourdeau. The band is noted for Tina’s 
powerful vocal delivery and cleverly crafted 
versions of songs from a wide variety 
of genres and artists, including Aretha 
Franklin, Pink Floyd, Lady Gaga, Led Zep-
pelin, and U2. From 6-7:30 p.m. at Charlton 
Library, 40 Main Street. Free and open to 
the public. Additional parking is available at 
the Elementary School and Town Hall.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28
• A Basic Life Support and First Aid Class 
will be offered beginning at 8 a.m. in St. 
Peter’s Parish Hall, 39 Church Avenue, 
Northbridge.  This class is for newcomers 
and those looking for re-certification. Learn 
valuable lifesaving skills. Training is done 
by the American Heart Association. The 
class is $89 per person and must be paid 
in advance when you register. Class size is 
limited. Please register by Monday, June 
23. Call 508-234-2156 or email the parish 
office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.org for 
more information.

THURSDAY, JULY 3
• Millbury Farmers Market at the Mansion, 
a new monthly event taking place on the 
beautiful grounds of the historic Asa Waters 

Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury. From 3-7p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 10
• The Charlton Public Library Summer 
Concert series sponsored by Cornerstone 
Bank presents “The Dirty Martinis” with 
Les Sampou and Ed Grega. Les Sampou 
has seven albums of original songs and 
has toured the U.S. and Europe for the 
past three decades, earning her top billing 
at major festivals as well as supporting 
such legendary acts as Aretha Franklin. Ed 
Grenga has written dozens of film scores as 
well as won composer awards (2023 and 
2024) for his work on PBS “This Old House.” 
They bring their vast talents to an extensive 
repertoire which includes not only award-
winning original compositions but cover 
songs from Americana, Classic Rock, and 
American Songbook standards. Their reper-
toire covers classics from the 1920s to the 
2020s. “Twenties to the Twenties” appeals 
to all ages. From 6-7:30 p.m. at Charlton 
Library, 40 Main Street. Free and open to 
the public. Additional parking is available at 
the Elementary School and Town Hall.

SUNDAY, JULY 13
• The New England Country Music Club will 
hold a dance with live classic country music 
by “The Farm Hands” at the Progressive  
Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. Doors open at 
12:15 p.m., live music from 1-5 p.m. Snacks 
may be brought in cash bar for beverages.

THURSDAY, JULY 31
• The Charlton Public Library Summer 
Concert series sponsored by Cornerstone 
Bank presents Tony Graham, a singer-
songwriter from County Tipperary, Ireland, 
will perform. He has an extensive catalogue 
of songs ranging from traditional ballads 
to more contemporary Irish hits. His pas-
sion for Irish music shows through in his 
performances, as every song he sings tells a 
story. From 6-7:30 p.m. at Charlton Library, 
40 Main Street. Free and open to the public. 
Additional parking is available at the 
Elementary School and Town Hall.

108 Crystal Pond Rd., 
Eastford, CT 

860-974-1150
Hrs.: Mon.-Sat. 8am-noon; 

Mon. and Thurs. evenings 6-8pm;
 Closed Sunday

www.buellsorchard.com

STRAWBERRIESSTRAWBERRIES
PICK YOUR OWN PICK YOUR OWN 

Due to a lighter crop,
 fields will close 

intermittently for 
ripening. Updates

 will be on our website
 & social media.

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

5050%%offoff
Buy any meal, get 50% off the 2nd meal

 of equal or lesser value with 
beverages purchased. Dine in only. 

1 per table/party. Not combinable with other 
offers or specials.  Offer expires 6-30-25

Online orders with pickup or delivery

Dine-in and Take-out 
Always Available

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org
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THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 
serving food Tues - Fri: 11:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00

Sunday - Monday the kitchen only is closed

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

$10 cover 
charge for bands 

unless receipt of same 
day liquor and/or food 

purchase from 
the Tuttle.

June 13 ...FLOYD PATTERSON
June 20 ...ON THE ROCKS
June 27 ...FENDER ROAD

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...

Cruise NightsCruise Nights
Every Tuesday • 4-7pmEvery Tuesday • 4-7pm

Hamburgers•Hot Dogs
•Sausage Sandwiches 

Richie and his Famous 
Ice Cream Truck!

FOR MENUS, RESERVATIONS, TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

JULY 10JUNE 19

HAPPY HOUR
1/2 PRICE APPS:

WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS (4PM-6PM)
ONE PER PERSON MAX. PORTIONS MAY VARY.

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIAL EVENTS.

BAR:
$5 BEER • $6 WINE • $7 COCKTAIL

THESE PRICES ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE. BAR OPTIONS ARE ROTATING.

PRIME RIB WEDNESDAYS

STARTING AT 4PM • LIMITED TIME OFFER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST • DINE-IN ONLY

12oz plus 
two sides 

for 

$25

Weekly Specials at Samuel Slater’s Restaurant

D.  M
 A

SO

N  PAVING,  INC.MDD
WEBSTER, MAWEBSTER, MA

Established 38 years Established 38 years 

Services include:Services include:
•Excavation•Excavation
•Paving•Paving
   (Residential & Commercial)   (Residential & Commercial)

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredFree Estimates • Fully Insured

508-943-8300 508-943-8300 
to schedule an appointmentto schedule an appointment

Blackstone Heritage Corridor in ‘Story Walks’ Collab with 
Worcester Writers’ Collective
Greenway Signs Feature Prose, Poetry of Locals Inspired by Region’s Rich History and Imagery

The Blackstone Heritage Cor-
ridor in partnership with the 
Worcester Writers’ Collective, 

proudly announces the launch 
of “Blackstone Story Walks,” a new 
initiative that blends local history, 
creative writing, and the scenic 

experience of the Blackstone River 
Bikeway/Greenway.

The project features excerpts 
from original short stories and 
poems penned by Worcester-
area authors, displayed along the 
southern section of the bikeway in 
Worcester and Millbury. Story pan-
els are installed along the trail with 
accompanying QR codes, allowing 
visitors to access the full-length ver-
sions of each piece directly on their 
phones.

Designed to engage walkers, cy-
clists, and visitors of all ages, “Black-
stone Story Walks” invites readers to 
explore both the physical landscape 

and the imagination it inspires.
“Blackstone Story Walks brings 

our mission to life in a new way. 
It celebrates the creativity of this 
region – both past and present – 
while promoting local writers and 
inviting the public to interpret their 

surroundings with fresh eyes,” said 
Anya Wilczynski, Interim Executive 
Director of the Blackstone Heritage 
Corridor, a nonprofit providing 
strong leadership to preserve, pro-
mote, and celebrate the Blackstone 
Valley’s resources since 1986.

Each writer drew inspiration 
from the Blackstone Valley – its 
landscapes, history, and symbol-
ism. The featured works reflect a 
wide range of voices and themes, 
from Indigenous heritage and no-
table local figures to poetic medita-
tions on the river and the pathways 
it shapes. Every piece offers a 
unique and thought-provoking 

lens on place and identity.
“So much of our organization is 

centered on the belief that story-
telling is a highly effective tool for 
building community,” said Brett 
Iarrobino, a representative of the 
Worcester Writers’ Collective. 
“We’ve talked for a while now about 
how often we’ve run into origi-
nal, local writing in exciting and 

unexpected places across Worcester 
County and New England, and we 
started to feel an urgency to bring 
that innovation to our city. Through 
this collaboration, we’re proud to 
showcase voices that reflect the 
depth and diversity of Worcester 
and the entire Corridor.”

To view the Blackstone Story 
Walks signs, visitors can start their 

walk at the parking area at 205 
North Main Street, Millbury and 
follow along the bike path. Signs 
will be visible at several bridges 
along the river.

For more information, visit: 
blackstoneheritagecorrider.org/

To learn more about the Worces-
ter Writers’ Collective, email: worces-
terwriterscollective@gmail.com
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

From From CCONCEPTONCEPT to  to COMPLETIONCOMPLETION, we bring your vision to life. , we bring your vision to life. 

Graphic DesignGraphic Design
Sports BannersSports Banners
BrochuresBrochures
PostcardsPostcards
Direct Mail SolutionsDirect Mail Solutions
Every Door Direct MailEvery Door Direct Mail
BooksBooks
Lawn SignsLawn Signs
CalendarsCalendars
PostersPosters
SwagSwag
and so much more!and so much more!

Home ofHome of

ANDREW CARINI
Print and Mail Specialist

How can I help you?
508-254-2241

ourtownpublishing.comourtownpublishing.com


