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CSD President Booth Resigns,
Cites Lack of Accountability

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Stephen Booth, presi-
dent of the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District (CSD), unex-
pectedly announced his
resignation at the conclu-
sion of the board’s regular
meeting on May 21, deliv-
ering a strongly-worded
statement that underscored
ongoing tensions within
the district's leadership.
After Booth began
to speak, Director Tim
Maybee abruptly exited the
meeting. Booth later refer-
enced Maybee during his
remarks, saying, “Too bad
he wasn’t here to hear it.”
Booth’s resignation fol-
lowed the public disclosure
of a $375,000 settlement
agreement between CSD
and its General Manager
Mimi Morris, funded partly
by the district’s insurance
provider and the remain-
der from CSD funds. The
board voted 3:0 to approve
the settlement at a special
meeting on May 12. Booth
and Director Randy Jenco
didn’t attend the meeting.
The agreement, Booth
said, allowed the general
manager to depart without
having to prove the “false

Board President Stephen Booth announces his resignation at
the end of the May 21 Rancho Murieta Community Services
District.

allegations she has made”
or provide an opportunity
to disprove them.

Booth said that settle-
ment discussions began
well before the indepen-
dent investigation into the
general manager’s com-
plaint was initiated and
were finalized before
the investigation was
completed.

He also cited a separate
legal matter involving a

former CSD employee ter-
minated in 2019 who has
filed a lawsuit against the
district, alleging wrongful
termination and the with-
holding of public records.
The lawsuit includes
demands for large financial
compensation from both
CSD and individual board
members.

“It is my belief that this
action is the direct result
of the tendency to settle

questionable claims over
the past few years,” Booth
said. “It is as if the word
is out on the street, file
a claim against CSD, no
matter whether it has merit,
and receive a bundle of
cash.”

Reflecting on his ten-
ure, Booth said he joined
the board in December
2022 with a commitment
to transparency, account-
ability, and service to the
community. “I tend to be
direct in my communica-
tion,” he said.

“l expect employees to
show up for work during
business hours and to pro-
vide timely, complete, and
accurate staff work, espe-
cially from the highest paid
employees in the district.

“If those expectations
result in meritless com-
plaints which are settled
for large sums of money,
without an opportunity to
address the false narratives,
then neither the interests
of the community nor my
own are being served.”

Concluding his remarks,
Booth said, “I have formed
the opinion that account-
ability remains an elusive
value throughout CSD,
and is of no apparent con-
cern to at least some board
members. Accordingly,
I have decided to resign

Continued on page 6

Memorial Day Weekend Marked by Ceremonies
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Saluting the flag at the Memorial Day ceremonies held at the Gazebo on May 26 are from left, Steve Bianchi, Bill McCarver, Greg
Verdon and Jennifer Lawson. The Rancho Murieta Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars presented the event.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen

River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Three
Memorial Day weekend events in
Rancho Murieta honored fallen sol-
diers, helped veterans in need and
honored the American Flag.

The Rancho Murieta Post of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars sponsored
two events: a Buddy Poppy distribu-
tion at the Bel Air shopping center on
May 24 and a Memorial Day cere-
mony at the Gazebo on the afternoon

of May 26.

Scout Troop 633 also held a flag
retirement ceremony at Lake Calero

on Memorial Day.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

g~ .
Scouts Cameron McFarland and Griffen McFarland participate in a flag retirement
ceremony held on Memorial Day at Lake Calero.Troop 633 presented the event.

Poppy Distribution
Intended to support disabled and

needy veterans, the National Veterans

S

of Foreign Wars has operated its
Buddy Poppy program since 1922.

Continued on page 12

Resident
Recognized by
County Aging

Commission

o B v
Rancho Murieta resident
Bonnie Shewchuk holds a
plaque and proclamation
recognizing her as a recipient
of the Five Over 50 Volunteer
Award. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Each May, in celebra-
tion of Older Americans
Month, Sacramento
County recognizes older
adults who make a mean-
ingful impact in their
communities. This year,
five individuals—including
Rancho Murieta’s Bonnie
Shewchuk—were hon-
ored with the Five Over
50 Volunteer Award by the
Sacramento County Adult
and Aging Commission.

According to a
Sacramento County
news release, the honor-
ees exemplify the power
of volunteerism and the
vital role older adults play
in strengthening commu-
nities. The 2025 award
recipients, representing
each of the county’s five
districts, were formally
recognized during the May
20 meeting of the Board of
Supervisors.

Supervisor Rosario
Rodrigues selected
Shewchuk to represent
District 4.

“Bonnie Shewchuk is
an active member of the
Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta, where she embod-
ies the club’s mission to
‘Change the World, One
Community and One Child
at a Time,”” Rodrigues
wrote in her newsletter.

“Whether organizing
local events or supporting
youth programs, Bonnie’s
contributions uplift the
Rancho Murieta com-
munity and reflect a
commitment to service,”
Rodrigues added.

Also honored were
Gene Inderkum, District 1;
Barbara Heinrich, District
2; Barbara Farley, District
3, and Tony Rutchena,
District 5.

As Sacramento
County celebrates Older
Americans Month, the
Five Over 50 Volunteer
Award winners serve as a
reminder that age isn’t a
barrier to meaningful con-
tribution, according to the
news release.

“These five volunteers
are not only role models in
Sacramento County — they
are also a reminder that
when you combine your
passion with helping oth-
ers, you can make a lasting
impact,” it said. *




2 - River Valley Times JUNE 13, 2025

Village Trash and Treasures Sale Lives Up to Its Name

8
B

The adage that “one man'’s trash is another man’s treasure” rings true once again when the
Murieta Village Association hosts its annual Trash and Treasure Sale on May 24. The sale had
two parts. The Social Committee rented tables to vendors who showcased their goods outside
the clubhouse. Simultaneously, across the village, a dozen residents displayed their goods in
their driveways and carports. In the photo on the left, Mary Trujillo asks vendor Eric Dubie if he
has a specific tool. In photo above, Debbie Kenney chats with customer Bob King as he picks
out books he wants to buy. Photos by Gail Bullen

Karen is a Presidential Award
Holder with the Masters Club of
the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 39 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given.
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ETC Kicks Off Summer with Launch Event and First Concert

Entertamment, Theatre ¢ Calfure
Jor Rancha Murieta

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Flush with success from
selling tickets and mem-
berships at the May 18
Kick-Off Event—and
for the first time, online
through its website—
Entertainment, Theater
& Culture for Rancho
Murieta (ETC) will pres-
ent its first concert of the
season on Saturday, June
14 at the Lake Clementia
Amphitheater.

Def Leppard and
Journey Revisited, a group
that has honed its craft to
perfection, will deliver a
stellar tribute to two of the
best-selling rock bands in
the world. The Journey set
list will feature hits like
“Don’t Stop Believin’,”
“Anyway You Want It”
and “Ask the Lonely.”
Def Leppard favorites will
include rock anthems such
as “Photograph” and “Pour
Some Sugar on Me,” along
with fan favorites like
“Love Bites” and “Rock of
Ages.”

Gates open at 7 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m.
Tickets are priced at $30
for members and $40 for
nonmembers, with a $5
surcharge for purchases
made at the gate.

For the first time
this year, residents can
purchase tickets and mem-
berships online at etc-rm.
org. Nonmembers may
also buy tickets at Ace
Hardware. Children 6 and
under attend for free.

The Def Leppard & Journey Revisited tribute band is scheduled to perform when
Entertainment Theater & Culture for Rancho Murieta presents its first concert of the summer
season on Saturday, June 14. Courtesy photo

Board President JT Turner announces an upcoming raffle at the ETC Kick-Off Event on May 18
at the Rancho Murieta Country Club. Photo by Gail Bullen

Promoted as a Kick-Off
Event, the May 18 gather-
ing at the Rancho Murieta
Country Club turned out to
be a lively party.

Attendees not only
purchased tickets and
memberships for the
upcoming season but also
enjoyed wine tastings, hors
d’oeuvres and music pro-
vided by DJ Drew Gray
Media.

ETC Board President JT
Turner estimated as many
as 350 people attended the
free event. Although ticket
sales were brisk, he hadn’t

provided an estimate of
how many tickets were
sold as of press time.

Speaking at the Kick-
off event, Board member
JR Petersen estimated
that ETC had already sold
about 100 memberships
and “a ton of tickets” on
its website. This was the
first year that ETC has sold
tickets and memberships
online.

Turner praised Petersen
for his work on the ETC
website.

“JP was solely respon-
sible for interpreting ideas

and creating our amazing
website. His knowledge in
web design and IT is sec-
ond to none,” he said.

ETC has scheduled four
more concerts for the sea-
son. Cripple Creek will
bring a mix of country,
Americana, bluegrass and
Southern rock on July 5.
Mustache Harbor takes the
stage on July 26 with its
“Yacht Rock Forever” per-
formance. Super Diamond,
a Neil Diamond trib-
ute band, will perform on
Aug. 16. The season wraps
up on Aug. 30 with The

Stephanie Burton, Nikki Wise, Nick Burton and Brooke Wise
show off their ETC concert tickets. Photo by Gail Bullen

JP Petersen explains that ETC tickets and memberships
can now be purchased online at etc-rm.org, a feature made
possible by his recent website updates. Photo by Gail Bullen

Wine pourer Laura Koontz shares a laugh W|th John DeMes ,

left, and Danny DeJesus. Photo by Gail Bullen

Spazmatics, billed as “The
Ultimate ’80s New Wave
Show.”

For more informa-
tion, navigate to etc-rm.
org or email asketcinfo@

gmail.com. ETC is also on
Facebook.

This story is available
online at Facebook.com/
therivervalleytimes and
therivervalleytimes.com. %
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Overdue Audits, Water Shutoffs are CSD Board Topics

Story and photo by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The interim
finance administrator for the Rancho
Murieta Community Services District
delivered some discouraging news about
the overdue audits and the accounting for
the current fiscal year at the May 21 board
meeting.

Another notable topic was the tabling
of an ordinance implementing barcode
sticker fees. (See the separate story in this
issue.)

The board also discussed myriad
other issues, including water shutoffs
for non-payment of utility bills, and sev-
eral audience members contributed their
observations.

However, the most dramatic moment
came at the end of the meeting when
Board President Steve Booth unexpect-
edly announced his resignation. (See
story on Page 1.)

Audits/Accounting

The district hired accountant Cecilia
Min, a temporary employee from Robert
Half International, to take over financial
operations after Director of Finance and
Administration Mark Matulich resigned in
late April.

Although the 2021-22 fiscal-year
records are in the hands of the auditors,
Min reported that after the audit began
in December, it stalled in February when
the district didn’t respond to the auditor
requests. As a result, the auditors moved
their assigned staff to other projects.

Min said district staff have been work-
ing intensively to respond to the auditor
requests, and she expects to provide every-
thing needed by June 25.

She next reported on preparations
for the 2022-23 and 2023-24 audits. In
January, the board approved hiring two
temporary accountants from Robert Half
to help complete the needed account-
ing. Because the existing records were so
problematic, they began with reentering
the financial transactions from scratch as
had happened with the 2021-22 records.
Although Matulich indicated in his last
report that the two accountants were mak-
ing good progress, Min estimated that the
total amount of work needed before it
could be sent to the auditors was only 40%
complete. She did confirm they had com-
pleted all of the reentries.

Min said she must review their recon-
structed accounting and migrate it into the
Great Plains accounting system, which
will be very complex. The two tem-
porary accountants will then complete
balance-sheet reconciliations and prepara-
tions for the audits, which Min must also
review before the interim audit can begin.

Min stressed the importance of engag-
ing the auditor to reserve time to conduct
the audits for both years simultaneously to
avoid further delays.

Min also asked the board to hire a third
temporary accountant to work on the cur-
rent 2024-25 fiscal year to reconstruct the
accounting.

That surprised Board President Steve
Booth.

“We’ve had repeated reports in this
chamber indicating our current year was
all set up based on what we learned from
the problems were in the prior years,” he
said. “Was that information not accurate or
is there something more to the audit pro-
cess that I am simple not aware?”

Min explained that the current account-
ing hadn’t been properly prepared. While
data has been entered into the system, it
has not been reconciled to bank state-
ments, which is a critical accounting
requirement and has not been done for
three years. She noted that other basic
monthly reconciliation processes haven’t
been done.

“So the data is inside the system but no
one has looked at it to see if it is right,”
she said. “And there is audit prepara-
tion work that we should be doing every
month.”

Min said a third temporary accountant
was needed to reconstruct the 2024-25
accounting to prevent further delays. If
that work doesn’t begin soon, the audit
could be pushed into the auditors’ busy
fall and tax season, potentially delay-
ing the 24/25 audit until next year, she
warned.

“As | am looking at the current account-
ing, I’m also cleaning up all the processes
to make us more efficient and faster,” Min
added.

The board voted 4:0 to hire a third
accountant. Director Randy Jenco didn’t
attend the meeting.

Minn also created “a high-level chart”
about the status of the audit components
with start and end dates in the form of
a colorful graph that is available in the
board packet. She is projecting completion

Taking Faith for a Pivotal Spin

Imagine taking a virtual plane ride today
and meeting me in San Francisco. | pick you
up outside the terminal and drive you 30
minutes south to Moffett Federal Airfield,
formally known as Moffett Navy Air Station.

I flash my military ID and we slide easily
past the Smokey-Bear-hatted federal guards.
Just a quarter mile ahead, we pull curbside
and walk across the lawn to the Moffett
Chapel. In 2014, the chapel was restored to
its original Spanish Colonial Mission church
design found throughout California

I’'m comfortable here. This is where, in
1994, I assumed my first Air Force active
duty chaplain assignment. Three USAF
chaplains replaced the Navy chaplains when
their branch vacated the base, or in naval
terms, “Secured the watch.”

Inside, we take a breathless pause before
walls of stained-glass windows.

But | nudge you forward into an alcove
or recessed altar space. Oddly, I ask you to
push on the cubby walls.

You’re astonished that it moves.

With my assistance, we rotate what seems
like a jumbo version of the lazy Susan con-
tained in your kitchen cabinet.

Suddenly, we’re standing in a Catholic
church adorned by crucifixes and saint
statues.

I push again, and we share a Jewish altar
with the Torah.

You say, “This is nice chaplain, but I'm
undecided about faith. I suppose I'm spiri-
tual, but not religious.”

“No problem,” I say. “Give that wall
another push.”

You do and are relieved to find yourself in
neutral space. Nothing on the walls. No reli-
gion here.

Why have I brought you for a ride on the
“Lazy” Altar?

To illustrate of how one might make a
choice for faith.

No, it’s not as simple as gyrating the

Wheel of Fortune or spinning the theologi-
cal bottle to determine where your doctrinal
affections will lie.

You might begin the journey on one of
the traditional altars of our fathers. Or your
spin might take you onto an altar aside your
spouse. And it’s also legitimately OK to spin
faith into something that represents our own
journey. Or maybe you don’t see faith has
having finite definitions, so we choose to
blend the moving altars.

But whatever you choose, deciding on
faith is a serious business that requires us to
become comfortable with the tensions that
faith presents.

For instance, how does one explain the
love of God in the midst of so much trag-
edy? Can you deal with the discrepancies
of faith and the hypocrites that inhabit all
faiths and philosophies? Can we repent of
the sins of organized religions while at the
same time reinforcing the humanitarian good
they do?

I believe it’s possible to keep the faith of
our parents, but we can change out the theo-
logical accessories. For me, I follow the
protestant faith of my father, but my wor-
ship isn’t confined to a hymnal or a pew.
Moreover, it means, that I accept his faith,
but reject the bigotry I’ve seen sometimes.

For you, it might mean keeping your faith
in the Crucified Christ displayed on the cru-
cifix, but soundly rejecting the sins of the
Fathers. It might involve rebuilding a place
of worship that holds all women in high
regard and safely shelters the children.

And if you are rotating the altar in search
of generic worship, it doesn’t mean that your
new faith has to be cold, politically correct,
and without feeling and humanity. It might
involve a move toward inclusion of the con-
servative right side of the church aisle.

Finally, if your faith journey ever takes
flight toward the San Francisco Bay Area,
stop by Moffett Field Chapel and ask the
“Smoky Hats” if they will let you take your
faith for a spin.

This column excerpted from my book
“Tell it to the Chaplain.”

Sign up to receive this weekly column in
your email box at https://thechaplain.net/
newsletter/ or send me your email address to
comment@thechaplain.net.

All of Norris’s books can be ordered
on Amazon. Autographed copies can be
obtained on his website www.thechaplain.
net or by sending a check for $20 for each
book to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite 6643
Auburn, CA 95602. *

of staff work for the 2021-22 year by June
25, for 2022-23 and 2023-24 by June 30,
and for 2024-25 by Aug. 5.

At the June 2 Finance Committee meet-
ing, Min provided another update. She
reported that she had reassigned all staff to
focus on completing the 2021-2022 audit.
She expected to finish responding to the
auditors by the end of the week, although
additional issues had been discovered,
including a 2021 accounting error by the
Punn Group. She anticipated needing
another week to enter data into the Great
Plains accounting system due to complica-
tions with the two existing databases.

Water Shutoffs

District Secretary Amelia Wilder
reported that after suspending service
shutoffs during the pandemic, the district
is now implementing a policy to collect
delinquent water bills. Staff is sending let-
ters to accounts that are 60 days past due,
giving customers 10 days to respond. If no
payment is made, they will place a three-
day door tag warning of water shutoff.

Wilder said staff had sent out 52 let-
ters totaling $127,000 in unpaid bills, and
have already received $22,000 in pay-
ments. Seven customers have been put on
payment plans, and five accounts are now
paid in full.

Wilder said any remaining delinquent
accounts will be added to the Sacramento
County tax roll by Aug. 1, which would
create a lien against the properties.

Other Business

The board unanimously approved the
introduction of the ordinance to implement
water, sewer and solid waste service rate
increases as part of the proposed 2025-
26 fiscal year budget. Wilder reported that
only district patrol lodged a protest. The
board was slated to review the draft bud-
get at a special meeting on June 9 and
approve it on June 21.

The board voted unanimously to
approve a resolution proposed by
Merchant that states that maintaining a
one-year emergency water supply is a pri-
ority for the district. Greg Dyer, who is
CEO of Rancho Murieta Properties, crit-
icized the resolution as being vague and
not accurately reflecting state water code
requirements.

Audience member Tom Shewchuk
reported he is part of a group working
to potentially buy the Rancho Murieta

HERMAN KRAMER o

Herman Kramer, a devoted hus-
band, father, trailblazing financial
planner, veteran of the United States
Air Force, and passionate global trav-
eler, passed away peacefully on June
1, 2025, in Sacramento, California. He
was 93.

Born on August 16, 1931, in
Baltimore, Maryland, Herman’s early
life reflected the foundation of disci-
pline and ambition that would define
his path. He attended the historic and
prestigious Baltimore City College for
high school, followed by pre-law stud-
ies at the University of Baltimore. In
1951, he answered the call to serve
his country, enlisting in the U.S. Air
Force and spending several forma-
tive years stationed across Europe,
including Wiesbaden, Germany, and
Travis Air Force Base in California.
Remarkably, he was in Rome, Italy, on
March 5, 1953, the day Joseph Stalin
died-an event that deeply impacted
the global landscape he would later
explore.

After his military service, Herman
earned a business management
degree with a minor in industrial man-
agement from Boston University in
1958. He entered the financial industry
during its formative years, where he
became a pioneering force. In 1973,
he was part of the inaugural class to
earn the Certified Financial Planner™
designation. As a respected voice in
the field, he delivered the commit-
ment speech for that first graduating
class, a moment he always held with
great pride. His influence extended
to academia, teaching financial plan-
ning at Villanova University and
later delivering a memorable com-
mencement address at Santa Clara
College, anchored by the phrase: “If
it is to be, it is up to me”-a ten-let-
ter mantra that captured his enduring
belief in personal responsibility and
empowerment.

In 1996, Herman married Carole
Sacre. Together, they made their home
in Rancho Murieta, California, and
enjoyed an extraordinary life enriched
by travel, family, and shared purpose.
They split their time between their

Cecilia Min, the interim director of
finance and administration, reports some
discouraging news about the overdue audits
and the accounting for the current fiscal year
at the Rancho Murieta Community Services
District board meeting on May 21.

Country Club from Carol Anderson Ward.
He said he is willing to explain their vision
to anyone interested.

Audience member David Zian, who said
he has three decades of experience in pub-
lic services, offered to held the district
develop a code of conduct to help prevent
ongoing legal issues and expensive settle-
ments. Booth said the district already has a
code of conduct.

Operations Director Eric Houston
presented a revised list of capital improve-
ment projects for the 2025-26 fiscal year
with projects totaling $1.35 million for
water and $1.75 million for sewer. His
original list of proposed projects was
about $5 million, but he dropped some
to match the funding that will go into
reserves for the next fiscal year.

The board unanimously approved a
motion that asked District Counsel Patrick
Enright to assess whether the district’s
Human Resources program complies with
state and federal laws, identify any gaps in
current policies and practices and to pro-
vide guidance on what is needed. Director
John Merchant had asked that the issue
be placed on the agenda, emphasizing the
need for professional HR guidance for the
district, which is a “$10 million company
with 60 employees.”

This story is at rivervalleytimes.com
and Facebook.com/therivervalleytimes. %

beach condo in Rosarito Beach, their
mountain home in Lake Tahoe, and
their Rancho Murieta residence. Their
travels took them around the world-
from the alpine beauty of Austria and
Germany to the rugged wonders of
Alaska, the mysterious Galapagos,
and the cultural richness of Argentina
and Peru.

Herman lived with intention, always
looking ahead and always commit-
ted to excellence in everything he
did. Whether in service to his country,
shaping the future of financial plan-
ning, mentoring students, or simply
enjoying the sunrise from a beach or
mountaintop, he brought intelligence,
warmth, and unwavering curiosity to
every chapter of his life.

He leaves behind his beautiful wife
Carole, daughter and son in law Jenny
and Matthew Niello and grandchildren
Ryan Niello and Caroline Niello.

Additionally, he leaves a legacy of
vision, service, and deep personal
integrity. He will be profoundly missed
by all who knew and loved him.

Please join the family for a memo-
rial gathering to be held to honor his
remarkable life on Saturday June 14,
2025 at the Rancho Murieta Country
Club 3 o’clock p.m.
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RMA Board Discusses Internal
Contflicts, Recreation and Motorcycles

Story and photos by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - An inter-
nal conflict that first surfaced at the April
board meeting, proposals for new rec-
reational facilities, a request to allow
motorcycles on the North, and ongoing
issues with barcode stickers were among
the topics discussed when the Rancho
Murieta Association Board met on May
20. For details on the barcode discussion,
see the separate story in this issue.

The board also addressed several addi-
tional topics and approved three contracts,
including one for $481,000 to asphalt
community streets.

Internal Rift, Tank Safety

A rift between Rancho Murieta
Association Director Danny Carrillo and
the rest of the board emerged during a
contentious meeting on April 15. Carrillo
claimed other board members had
excluded him from executive sessions
after accusing him of disclosing confiden-
tial information: an allegation he strongly
disputed.

Later in the same meeting, Carrillo
questioned whether a catastrophic failure
of the tank at the Laguna Joaquin pump
station could pose a risk to employees.
General Manager Rod Hart, visibly taken
aback, responded by explaining why the
tank was safe.

Carrillo did not attend the May 20
Board meeting. However, during public
comments, former Board President Alex
Bauer addressed the rift between Carrillo
and the other board members. General
Manager Rod Hart also spoke at length
about the safety of the Laguna Joaquin
pump station tank during his report.

Bauer expressed concern about inter-
nal conflicts within the board, which he
observed while watching the recording of
the previous month’s meeting.

“What | want to ask you guys is what is
going on?” he said.

Bauer suggested that “the conflict that
seems to be bubbling underneath the
surface” could potentially disrupt the
board’s smooth and efficient functioning.
He emphasized the importance of using
democratic processes to resolve internal

Past Rancho Murieta Association Board
President Alex Bauer expresses concern
about internal conflicts that surfaced at the
April Board meeting. He spoke at the May 20
RMA Board meeting.

differences and urged the board to remain
constructive, noting that disagreements are
natural on a seven-member board.

Bauer also expressed concern about the
potential financial impact of the board’s
internal conflicts, suggesting they could
lead to unnecessary legal expenses. He
indicated that he planned to file a public
records request to determine how much
had been spent on legal fees related to the
dispute.

As is standard practice, the board did
not respond to Bauer’s public comment.
However, Board President Patrick O’Hern
noted that the general budget includes a
line item for legal expenses.

Hart provided a detailed explanation of
the Laguna Joaquin pump station’s history
and safety. He noted that the tank has been
professionally refurbished multiple times
and that Cal/OSHA confirmed it does
not require special permits or inspections
based on its current use and structural
integrity.

Nonetheless, following Carrillo’s
concerns raised at the April meeting,
Maintenance Manager Troy Schaffner
brought in an electrician to conduct
another inspection. Hart reported that no
hazards were found, though the electrician
did adjust a few throw switches that were
difficult to operate.

Recreation Proposals

The board also considered proposals for
new recreational facilities, including three
additional pickleball courts and a swim-
ming pool at Stonehouse Park, as well as a
sand volleyball court.

Bob Kauffman, president of the Rancho
Murieta Pickleball Club, presented the
case for adding three more courts, which

2 BANDS!

Bob Kauffman, the |
president of the
Rancho Murieta
Pickleball Club, seeks
board support for
the construction of
three new courts at
Stonehouse Park.

Brian Rosebrock asks
that motorcyclists be
allowed to travel to
and from their homes
on the North side
once per day.

would extend into the large dog park area.
He noted that the club currently has 150
members, with daily participation ranging
from 50 to 80 players, and an estimated
18,000 court uses annually.

Kauffman said he hoped to gain the
board’s support, which would help him
seek funding from Summerfest, ETC
and the Kiwanis Club. He noted that the
club has already set aside $15,000 for the
project and that fundraising efforts are
ongoing.

O’Hern added that he and Hart have
already explored potential locations to
relocate the large dog park.

Bob Keil, developer of the Residences
subdivision near Stonehouse Park, pro-
posed building a swimming pool—and
eventually a community center—on the
undeveloped portion of Escuela Park,
across from Stonehouse Park. He noted
that more than $1 million from his devel-
opment will be contributed to the Parks
Fund.

Keil also pointed out that new home-
owners in the subdivision will pay RMA
dues in addition to their association dues.
He proposed a phased approach, begin-
ning with a 25-yard competitive pool
and only essential supporting structures.
Additional amenities could be added over
time using dues revenue as funds become
available.

“1°d like to look at creative ways to put
this together without an assessment and
without a vote,” he said.

O’Hern, who chairs the Maintenance
Committee, said a resident had requested
the installation of a sand volleyball court.
He and Hart have explored locations, but
no final decisions have been made.

Motorcycles on the North

Brian Rosebrock, a longtime advocate
for allowing motorcycles in the North,
presented a modest proposal at the May
meeting. He requested that motorcy-
cle owners be permitted one escort-free
trip per day to and from the gate, pro-
vided they notify the gate in advance. He
argued that this would reduce the burden
on security staff, who currently must pro-
vide escorts. Rosebrock also noted that
requiring motorcycles to be parked in the
Gazebo parking lot leaves them increas-
ingly vulnerable to theft or damage.

“This proposal is not designed to allow
motorcycles to operate freely inside the
gate,” he said. “It is a self-policing plan
for residents who understand and respect
our quiet community.”

Director Scott Adams, chair of the
Governing Documents Committee,
quickly tempered expectations, explaining
that Rosebrock’s request would require
an amendment to the CC&Rs. Such a
change, he noted, would need approval
from 60% of the community’s rooftops,
with non-voting residents automatically
counted as “no” votes.

Motorcycles currently are permitted on
the South side of the community.

Other Business

The board approved three contracts at
the meeting: $481,170 for asphalt repairs,
$22,000 for a consultant to oversee the
asphalt project and $16,166 to replace a
variable frequency drive at the Laguna
Joaquin pump station.

Schaffner told the board he is working
on a new policy to govern the placement
of banners on light poles. His goal is to
streamline communication between the
maintenance department and organizations
requesting to display banners.

Audience member Robert Guerin, a rel-
atively new resident, informs the board
that he has started an audio music club.
What sets the club apart, he said, is its dual
purpose: hosting listening events using
high-end audio systems and bringing
music to residents of local care facilities.

The board’s next meeting will be on
June 17.

This story is at rivervalleytimes.com
and Facebook.com/therivervalleytimes. %

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

June 14, 2025

Gates Open 7:00pm
Lake Clementia

Non-Members $40.00

Saturday
8:00pm

Members $30.00

CHILDREN 6 & UNDER FREE
$5.00 surcharge at the gate, so buy your tickets early!

An Authentic
Concert
Experience!

ETC Members/Sponsors enjoy priority blanket setting
from 8:00 AM — 10:00 AM. General admission blanket
setting from 10:00 AM — 12:00 Noon.

Closed 12:00 Noon — 7:00 PM. Gates open at 7:00 PM.
Come early to avoid long lines. Concert starts promptly
at 8:00. No Refunds — No Exchanges.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property
owners and their guests, ETC sponsors and Rancho
Murieta business owners. Tickets available at Ace
Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Note: Discounted tickets for ETC Members are only
available at Ace Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Membership Info: Joelle Maggio 951-544-0858

For the safety of the children
and ALL concert attendees:
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED &
SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
No running or racing around the grounds,
blankets, or dance floor.

THANK YOU
to our Title Sponsor

L HOMES & LAND, INC.

Keeping the Arts Alive in
KAREN HOBERG

Our Community!

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit us at ETC-RM.org - Like US! @
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SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary of activity for
the Rancho Murieta Community Services
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are
condensed. For full security log details, go
to the CSD website at www. rmcsd.com.

May 15

12:28 p.m., Patrol responded to the
Country Store for a report of a male tran-
sient entering the store and stealing a
bottle of alcohol. Upon arrival, camera
footage was reviewed and description was
provided by Country Store staff.

Patrol then exited the store and located
the subject behind the store, laying down
by the propane tank. Subject was con-
tacted and advised to leave Rancho
Murieta. Subject stood up and verbally
refused to leave, yelling obscenities.
Dispatch was then advised to contact
Sacramento Sheriff to assist. Subject left
the immediate area where eyesight of sub-
ject was lost.

Patrol later was contacted by Bel Air
staff, who stated the same subject then
entered their store, stealing multiple
bottles of alcohol. Patrol located the sub-
ject in front of Starbucks, advising him
to leave and head toward Sacramento.
Subject seemed to comply as he left,
crossing the highway toward Sacramento.

The next morning, Security Patrol
Officer located the same subject passed
out intoxicated behind the Country Store.
Sacramento Sheriff contacted and trans-
ported the subject to Sacramento.

11:25 p.m., Report of male adult, wear-
ing blue hooded sweatshirt with gray
pants, digging through ashtray and trash
at Chevron station. Patrol located male
adult behind the Chevron station near Bel
Air parking, sitting on the ground. He was
verbally identified.

He was not experiencing any medical
emergency, not under influence and in a
good state of mind. He stated that he was
dropped off at Rancho Murieta by CHP,
who contacted him while he was walking
on Jackson Road. He is a transient.

He will remain near Murieta Drive
bus stop overnight and will attempt to
leave Rancho Murieta in the morning by
Amador Transit.

May 17

10:16 p.m., Toilet in Lake Clementia
women’s restroom filled with vape appa-
ratus. RMA notified via voicemail.

10:52 p.m., Men’s room at Lake
Clementia vandalized. Mirror removed
from wall.

10:55 p.m., Club cart parked in North
Beach parking lot. Group of five juveniles
located at North Beach where there was a
campfire. Two female, three male. Group
extinguished fire and cleaned mess.

11:36 p.m., Group of juveniles play-
ing baseball at Stonehouse after hours.
Notified group the park was closed and
they departed.

May 19

9:08 p.m., Report of a male adults refus-
ing to leave Bel Air café; male using store
outlet to charge up the ankle monitor.
Subject gone upon arrival; subject female
seen walking toward the Chevron station.
Located subject at the Chevron station,
made contact.

Subject was verbally identified. He
stated he was dropped off by the friend
about 3 p.m. He awaits a ride from his son
within next hour. He will remain at the
Chevron station until his ride arrival.

May 22

11:15 p.m., patrol of the south back area
near the Granlees Dam noticed a crowd
at the north beach across the river. Patrol
proceeded to the north beach and noticed
numerous vehicles leave the area.

Once at the north beach, patrol observed
10 to 20 vehicles parked near the beach.
Using patrol vehicle-equipped public
address system, patrol advised the crowd
of the trespass warning and requested to
leave area.

At approximately 11:30 p.m., small
groups of juveniles walked out from the
beach area, got inside the vehicles parked
near the beach and left the area.

At approximately 12:15 a.m.,
beach area was clear.

May 23

1:46 a.m., While partner was clear-
ing out numerous vehicles from Lake
Clementia after hours, patrol was tasked
with waiting at the exit and recording the
information needed from exiting vehicles.

During this time, listed resident pulled
up and asked if he could enter the lake to
pick up some kids. Patrol informed him he
couldn’t; the lake was closed and there is a
long line of cars on its way out.

Patrol then asked the resident to park
because his vehicle was in the way of the
exit and the information patrol was asked
to gather. The resident became hostile,
used foul language and stated, “I am a res-
ident so | can do whatever | want.” All
of the vehicles exiting then had to drive
around them and the rear license plates
were all blocked from view.

6:14 p.m., Followed guest out from
North Beach. Guest without resident.
Son of resident. Patrol explained to guest
that he was trespassing after he refused to
leave. Then after constant verbal abuse
from him, he and his passenger then tried
to say, while the passenger was recording
video, that patrol was trying to keep them
from leaving the north beach area.

Patrol, having escorted them out of
the area, called resident and explained
what had happened. Resident thankful
and said he would talk to his son regard-
ing his behavior. Patrol initiated report as
well as let RMA compliance know about
said incident. A violation will be written
for guest without resident as well as viola-
tion for the verbal defiance toward a gate/
patrol officer.

north

May 24

10:20 p.m., RP reported group of three
juveniles at Inn creating a nuisance. Spoke
with the house leader who said the group
had been there before and would harass
the guests. He also stated the three boys
lived in the Gardens.

Made contact with two other juveniles
on site claiming they were looking for the
original group. Advised them that they
couldn’t be here if unwanted by the Inn
and they departed.

May 25

1:56 a.m., Chesbro Circle: Reporting
party stated garage to this residence was
open and loud music was playing. When
patrol approached home, no music was
playing and there were a few people sit-
ting in the garage. Subjects said they had
stopped playing the music about an hour
before. Remaining in area to ensure noise
is kept low.

9:06 p.m., Report of street vendor on
the corner of Jackson Road and Murieta
Drive, in violation of minimum distance

(200 feet) to the government building (fire
station).

With assistance of the English-Spanish
translator, advised vendor of the violation,
requested to leave area. Vendor complied
with requests, packed away all of the
equipment and left area without any fur-
ther incidents

May 26

6:45 p.m., Dispatch advised of gate arm
incident: Vehicle collided with an inner
South Gate resident lane gate arm. Gate
arm was knocked off the bracket; no dam-
age to the gate arm, gate arm placed back
in the bracket.

Vehicle did not stop or attempt to con-
tact the South Gate officer regarding the
incident.

Attempted to obtain vehicle informa-
tion via South Gate traffic surveillance
cameras; negative results, camera sys-
tem malfunction, unable to playback the
footage.

May 28

5:40 a.m., South Gate visitor gate arm
incident. Amazon delivery driver, while
attempting to provide the gate officer with
an address, exited her vehicle, but for-
got to put vehicle in Park. Vehicle then
started to roll and collided with a gate arm,
knocking gate arm out of the bracket.

The vehicle did not suffer any damage
due to the accident.

Gate arm did not suffer any damage;
gate arm was placed back in the bracket;
gate arm in good working condition.
Driver provided all required information
without any incidents. Driver then pro-
ceeded into South Murieta to finish her
deliveries.

6:13 p.m., Puerto Drive: Advised res-
ident of potential hit-and-run sideswipe
of another's vehicle to parents of driver.
Dispatch has advised reporting party to
contact CHP to make report.

May 29

12:37 a.m., Chesbro Circle: Report of
a loud party in front of address. Upon
arrival, patrol located a gathering of
about 10 juveniles in front of the garage.
Advised group of complaint and requested
to proceed inside of the house. Group
complied without incident.

12:30 a.m., North beach: Patrol located
two parked unattended vehicles. While
attempting to locate drivers of the vehi-
cles, patrol noticed a large group of
vehicles leaving North Beach. Unable
to obtain any of the leaving vehicles’
information.

Patrol then proceeded to North beach.
Upon arrival, did not observe any activity.
Vehicles parked at Clementia Park were
cited: Rule IX Sec 3-Park hours.

12151 a.m., Riverview Project: Report
of a loud group of juveniles at the
Riverview Project construction with loud
music. Upon arrival, patrol located two
golf carts at the end of Shaqg Street with
about six juveniles. Golf carts quickly left
area once they noticed RMCSD patrol
arrival. Was not able to make contact with
agroup.

May 30

12:15 a.m., Vandalism, Murieta South
Parkway: Party reported two unknown
juveniles egging his house. Juveniles last
seen riding scooters, wearing all black,
outbound on Murieta South Parkway
toward Reynosa Drive. Patrol searched
nearby area, Callaway Drive, Colbert

Drive, Riverview Construction; area clear.

Resident advised that approximately
a week ago, he had an incident with two
juveniles on bicycles, riding wheelies in
the middle of the Parkway. Juveniles fol-
lowed resident to his house that day.

A few days later, after the incident, res-
ident’s doorbell camera captured two
juveniles, covering their faces, approach-
ing the door camera; juveniles looked
same as juveniles from the incident.

Today, resident heard loud noise out-
side and saw two juveniles that looked the
same as juveniles from incident a week
ago, egging his house and a parked vehi-
cle in his driveway.

Resident cleaned all signs of vandalism
prior to patrol arrival; unable to provide
photos of vandalism.

11:35 p.m., RMCC driving range: Patrol
encountered individual using the driving
range after hours. When informed of pol-
icy, subject claimed he “did this all the
time and wasn’t aware of the rule. Is this
a problem?” He then departed, leaving his
bucket of balls.

May 31

2:47 a.m., Shaq Street: While on extra
patrol for a residence, patrol viewed two
male juveniles in the construction zone
near the heavy equipment. As patrol
pulled up, subjects saw him and ran.
Driving around to the site from Murieta
South Parkway, patrol observed subjects
in a black pickup. As they pulled out, they
denied being in the construction area.
Patrol advised that area was off limits and
to not return.

June 2

7:15 p.m., Gate arm accident: Golf cart
knocked off Murieta Parkway left turn
gate arm, and without stopping proceeded
into Murieta North.

Traffic cameras review revealed two
golf carts arrive to the gate. First golf cart
opened gate with a barcode, while second
golf cart followed too close and collided
with a gate arm, knocking gate arm out
of the bracket. Golf cart proceeded into
Murieta North without stopping.

At this time unable to identify golf cart
driver/owner. Gate arm undamaged and
in good working condition. Gate arm was
placed back into the bracket.

5:40 p.m., Patrol of Jackson Road
observed male with fishing rod and back-
pack, on foot walking toward the Gazebo
Park from Chevron station.

Contacted at the Gazebo Park, he stated
he is not guest/resident and came here to
fish. Advised WMA of trespassing and
requested to leave area, WMA complied
without any incidents.

4 p.m., Resident of De La Cruz stated
that, on May 29, she had a gathering at her
house. Numerous guests parked their golf
carts in her driveway, and golf cart keys
were left in the golf cart.

At the end of the evening, three guests
realized that their cart keys were miss-
ing. She did not have descriptiosn of the
subjects. Unknown value of the property.
RMCSD did not receive any other com-
plaints regarding this incident

June 4

10 p.m., Report of disturbance at Shell
Station: two juveniles, on bicycles riding
wheelies on property. Station attendant
asked juveniles to leave; juveniles refused
and continued to wheelie their bicycles.
Juveniles left area prior to patrol arrival.
*

CSD President Booth Resigns, Cites Lack of Accountability

Continued from page 1
from my position on the
board of directors, effec-
tive at the close of this
meeting.”

Earlier in the meeting,
audience member Richard
Gehrs asked District
Counsel Patrick Enright
about the source of funds
for the settlement with
Morris. Enright said the
district’s insurance pro-
vider paid $175,000, while
the district covered the
remaining $200,000.

After a report about
Booth’s resignation was
posted on social media the
following day, more than

a dozen residents took to
Nextdoor to express their
dismay and support. In the
days that followed, others
urged him to reconsider.
One typical comment read:
'This makes me so sad,
both for the community
and for him. He was just
the person we needed to
right the ship.”

The conflict between
Morris and Booth became
public on Jan. 6 during a
special board meeting to
evaluate her performance.
Before the board entered
closed session—with-
out Booth—Morris
accused him of retaliation,

discrimination, and harass-
ment. She also revealed
filing an internal complaint
against him after the Nov.
20 board meeting.

In closed session, the
board voted 4-0 to place
Morris on administrative
leave pending an investiga-
tion. The next day, Booth
told The River Valley
Times, “l categorically
deny that there has been
any discrimination against
her for any reason.”

Morris alleged Booth
pressured her to return to
in-office work despite hav-
ing a medical condition and
damaged her reputation

by criticizing her perfor-
mance publicly. On Jan. 8,
her attorney filed a govern-
ment claim expanding her
allegations and including
Directors John Merchant
and Director Linda Butler,
and District Counsel
Patrick Enright.

Under California law,
a government claim is
required before suing a
public agency. On Feb. 19,
the board voted 4-0 to deny
Morris’s claim, clearing
the path for legal action.

On March 14, the board
met in closed session and
later announced Morris
would return from leave.

She resumed her duties on
March 24.That same day,
Booth informed the district
he would no longer attend
meetings.

Though Morris returned
to work, she missed board
committee meetings on
May 6 and 8. Merchant
declined to comment, call-
ing it a personnel matter.

The board held a spe-
cial meeting on May 12
to discuss a settlement
with Morris. Following
a 46-minute closed ses-
sion with Legal Counsel
Enright, the board returned
to open session and
Merchant, who is the board

vice-president, announced
the outcome.

"The board voted 3 to 0
to reach a settlement agree-
ment with Ms. Morris, and
that concludes the report,”
Merchant said.

Merchant and Directors
Tim Maybee and Linda
Butler voted in favor of
the settlement. Booth
and Director Jenco were
absent.

This story, along with
earlier coverage of the
conflict between Morris
and Booth, is available
online at Facebook.com/
therivervalleytimes and at
therivervalleytimes.com. %
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Pickleball Players, Firefighters Raise Money for Burn Institute

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Rancho Murieta
Pickleball Club and local
firefighters teamed up on
May 17 for a tournament
benefiting the Firefighters
Burn Institute.

The event raised $3,055,
which included a $500
contribution from the
Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta.

The Sacramento Area
Firefighters Local 522
established the burn insti-
tute at U.C. Davis Medical
Center a year after a jet
crashed into the crowded
Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlor
in Sacramento in 1972,
killing 23 people and burn-
ing many others. Since
then, the burn institute has
expanded its mission to
include burn recovery for
survivors and their fami-
lies, burn research, public
education, and fire and
burn prevention.

In a brief ceremony
following the tourna-
ment, Club President Bob
Kauffman recognized
Serda Folk, who proposed
the idea for the event last
year.

“She had a plan and

Joe Pick, executive director of the Firefighters Burn Institute, applauds as Rancho Murieta

Pickleball Club President Bob Kauffman announces that the club’s tournament raised $3,055 for
the nonprofit. The fundraiser was held at Stonehouse Park on May 17.

an idea, and she asked us
about it,” he said. “It was
successful last year, and it
was even more successful
this year. She’s got a band
going and even brought in
Chick-fil-A.”

Kauffman invited Joe
Pick, executive director
of the Firefighters Burn
Institute, to step forward.

“Between the $500 from
Kiwanis and the rest from
the Pickleball Club, we’ve
raised $3,055,” Pick said
as the pickleball players
clapped and cheered.

“l want to thank the

Bob Kauffman introducs e

2 ? P (
mbers of The Witch Doctors. The

Rancho Murieta-based band members volunteered their time

to keep the tournament rocking.

Rancho Murieta commu-
nity and the pickleball club

for participating,” Pick
responded. “We appreciate

Joe Pick and the pickleball players gather for a group photo after the tournament.

Joe Pick poses with the participating firefighters, from left,

Just Levesque, Bronze Withear, Demetri Bloshenko, Skye

Conway and Jim Pritchard.

The first-place winners in the tournament are, from left, Angel
Ercila, Stuart Allen and Wylie Haviland. The second- and third-
place teams also received medals.

you.”
Kauffman also rec-
ognized the club’s

maintenance committee
for preparing the courts,
the social committee “who
got all this beautiful food
for us to eat,” and the tour-
nament committee, which
organized the teams and
arranged last-minute sub-
stitutions when players had
to cancel.

Kauffman also intro-
duced members of the
Witch Doctors, a Rancho
Murieta band that kept
the tournament rock-
ing throughout the day.
He acknowledged Brad
Silverbush, owner of
Chick-fil-A Rivergate
Cordova, who donated 50
sandwiches for the event.
The club wrapped up the
celebration by awarding
medals to the teams that
placed first, second and

third.

Pick, who has served as
executive director of the
Firefighters Burn Institute
since 2021, is no stranger
to Rancho Murieta. During
his three years as a fire
captain at Station 59, he
began participating in the
annual Murieta Village
Christmas Golf Parade,
donning a Santa suit and an
old-fashioned fire helmet.
He continued returning
for nine more years—even
after transferring to another
station and eventually retir-
ing—always recruiting
on-duty firefighters to join
in. In 2021, he brought
the Firefighters Burn
Institute’s truck and float to
take part in the final year of
the parade.

This story is at riv-
ervalleytimes.com and
Facebook.com/theriverval-
leytimes. *

Summerfest Spray Park
Opens for Season on May 24

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The weather was per-
fect and spirits were high
as Opening Day unfolded
at Summerfest Spray Park
in Riverview Park on May
24,

Summerfest and
the Rancho Murieta
Association Recreation
Committee sponsored the
hometown event that drew
at least 300 Kids, parents
and grandparents.

Wyly Haviland chairs
the committee.

“Good cheer and smiles
were in abundance for this
fun in the sun event,” he
said.

RMA executive assistant
April Mattice, who is the
staff liaison with the com-
mittee, said the volunteers
from both organizations
kept the youngsters and
their families well-fed and
energized for the spray
park fun.

Summerfest provided
the hot dogs and buns,
and board members even
stepped in to grill them,
Mattice said.

“We served about 120
hot dogs, lots of popcorn
and a whole lot of Sno-
Cones,” she added.

“We could tell by the
colored tongues of the
happy children and adults
that they thoroughly
enjoyed their Sno-Cones,”
Haviland said. “The master
chefs (Mike Martel and Sid
Williams) provided every-
one with the now-famous,
mouth-watering all-beef
hot dogs, and the freshly

a hot dog.

made popcorn was warm
and buttery.”

Haviland also thanked
everyone who attended,
along with all the vol-
unteers—“especially the
RMA maintenance crew,

William Dunham wipes his hands with a napkin after eioying

who ensured the water
features were working per-
fectly,” he said.

This story is at riv-
ervalleytimes.com and
Facebook.com/theriverval-
leytimes. *

Youngsters frolic at the Summerfest Spray Park in Riverview Park when the Rancho Murieta
Association Recreation Committee and Summerfest present the opening day on May 24.

% %

Hayes Brunnell, left, and Harper Summerville react after being drenched by an overhead bucket.
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‘We are Losing an Entire Generation

By Seth Henderson

SACRAMENTO REGION,
CA (MPG) - According to
the Sacramento District
Attorney’s Office, more
than 200 law enforcement
members between Yolo,
Sacramento, El Dorado,
Placer and Yuba counties
have participated in mul-
tiple operations to seize
hundreds of pounds of fen-
tanyl off the streets since
2021.

Cross-departmental part-
nerships are necessary in
the fight against fentanyl
and even one death is too
many, Attorney General
Rob Bonta said during a
press conference on May
29. He said the collabora-
tion will not stop until the
deaths stop.

“The fentanyl crisis rep-
resents a public safety
emergency and the poison-
ing epidemic,” Sacramento
DA Thien Ho said at
the press conference.
“We are losing an entire
generation.”

The death toll in the
Sacramento region since
2021 has reached more
than 600 individuals, Ho
said, which is more than
all gun-related homicides
within a decade. Ho said

that fentanyl does not dis-
criminate and it does not
care about the user’s back-
ground or experience.

Fifty-one felony arrests
have been made since
2021, Ho said, citing oper-
ations such as “Operation:
Folsom Blues 2.0,” which
saw the seizure of more
than 1,000 fentanyl pills
and tens of other drugs.

Deaths from fentanyl
poisoning have been
steadily declining since
2023, Ho said, with 2023
having 404 deaths, 2022
having 267 deaths and as
of May, 33 deaths this year.

The Sacramento district
attorney said he is in favor
of innovative ways to stay
ahead of the epidemic with
solutions such as a fen-
tanyl murder registry to
keep track of individuals
convicted of fentanyl poi-
soning; an impact panel
featuring dealers, addicts
and victims’ families to
spread awareness; an over-
dose alert system powered
by artificial intelligence;
and the dismantling of
online distributors.

“We cannot arrest our
way out of this and we can-
not educate our way out of
it alone,” Ho said.

Sacramento County

According to
the Sacramento
County District
Attorney’s
Office, hundreds
of pounds of
fentanyl has
been seized
since 2021

in multi-
jurisdictional
operations
involving more
than 200 law
enforcement
personnel.

Sheriff Jim Cooper said
that solutions such as
naloxone, the active ingre-
dient in Narcan, have
become second nature
when dealing with indi-
viduals who are hardly
conscious or unrespon-
sive. He said it is because
“we’re so used to it” in
schools and workplaces.

Every demographic in
the county is affected,
Cooper said, and California
does not pass the laws nec-
essary to hold fentanyl
dealers accountable. He
referenced his qualms with
Proposition 36. Citing the
lack of effort to fund these
initiatives, Cooper said,
the continued multi-com-
munity effort is necessary
to combat substance abuse
and homelessness.

“Drug court worked
and we have to fix that,”

Cooper said.

Cooper said that
Proposition 47 removed
incentives to place indi-
viduals into drug court and
that being an addict should
not be a crime, unless they
are committing crimes.
Drug dealers prey on
young people, Cooper said,
and holding the dealers
accountable is what works.

Task forces from
multiple agencies were rec-
ognized by elected officials
at the press conference
for their brave and signifi-
cantly impactful seizures of
hard drugs and criminals.
Some task forces included
the Tri-County Drug
Enforcement Narcotics
Team (TRIDENT),
High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area
(HIDTA), the California
Multi-Jurisdictional

Sacran'_len

to Count]
Office

-

Sacramento County District Attorney Thien Ho, middle, holds
a press conference May 29 updating the public on recent
fentanyl-related seizures and convictions with Attorney
General Rob Bonta, Placer County District Attorney Morgan
Gire and Sacramento County Sheriff Jim Cooper. Photos
courtesy of Sacramento County DAs Office

Methamphetamine

Enforcement Team
(CALMMET), and the
Fentanyl Abatement
Suppression Team (FAST).

Placer County District
Attorney Morgan Gire
manages the Tri-County
Drug Enforcement
Narcotics Team and said
he is reminded of each vic-
tim’s life when prosecuting
the criminals charged with
taking that life.

Gire said the outreach
team talks to thousands
of students, teachers and
coaches to gain informa-
tion and spread awareness.

Collaboration happens at
all levels of government,
Gire said, and operations
are happening “day in and
day out” to send a message
through the region.

“Even if you don’t want

treatment, we will get you
there,” Gire said.

Since 2022, more than
15 million pills and more
than 6,700 pounds of fen-
tanyl powder have been
seized, Bonta said, and
more than 500 suspects
have been arrested.

“Numbers don’t tell the
full story,” Bonta said.
“They are lives saved, they
are overdoses prevented,
they are families spared
from unimaginable grief.

“We’re actively work-
ing to strengthen border
enforcement,” Bonta
said. “We’re collaborat-
ing with local and federal
law enforcement partners
in Southern California and
Northern California to stop
fentanyl before it ever has
a chance to make it up to
Sacramento.” *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Announcements Concrete Home Improvement Automotive Real Estate

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
and suffered an infection due
to use of a Bair Hugger (Blue
Blanket), between 2020 and
the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call
attorney Charles H. Johnson
(800) 535-5727 (ca-scan)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.

vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Visit: mpg8.com

Autos Wanted

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7. 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352
email Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Home Improvement

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-712-
3809. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. Al
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605. (Cal-Scan)

Concrete

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board «Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture *Painting
<Lighting «Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!

All phases of home.
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available. Call: 1-877-
252-9868 (cal-scan)

Yard sale? Garage Sale?
Advertise in your local
community newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

Elk Grove Blvd - Florin Rd

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

Internet

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Job Posting

DIRECTOR
OF MICROBIOLOGY

Pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing and research co. (Sacra-
mento, CA) seeks Director
of Microbiology to oversee
microbiological testing, qual-
ity control, and compliance
to ensure that products meet
regulatory and safety stan-
dards. Direct activities of mi-
crobiologists, ensure microbi-
ological testing processes are
efficient and compliant with
regulatory requirements, and
collaborate  cross-functionally
with R&D, quality assurance,
production, and other teams.
Maintain the company’s com-
mitment to product safety and
efficacy. Salary: $141,752.00 -
$150,000.00. Send resumes
to: HRD, Nivagen Pharma-
ceuticals Inc., 3050 Fite Circle,
Suite 100, Sacramento, CA
95827.

/?)
MPG

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Shell

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

prncipal (818) 248-0000 sroker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM _*Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Specializing In:

® Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

o Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
® Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

Mon-Fri, 8-5 » 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

ik A2,

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
® Brake &
Lamp Station

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Landscaping

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1887
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (cal-scan)

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
) We accept Visa & | g
YEA|  Mastercard |

Private Party sans

interest rates, points & fees

o ROOF REPAIR

o COMPLETE RE-ROOF

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848
e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Se Habla
Espanol

CELL 209.810.6233

RS S

* NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
« OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
-DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

ﬁiﬁ SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
-GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

) i_ Ly Iy~

Michael- 916-747-9667

Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work «Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail *Bushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

Real Estate Real Estate

Small  Christian  church
seeks similar group/nonprofit
to use facility and help with
monthly rent. ADA-compliant,
modern bldg. nr. Sr. Ctr. Ap-
prox. 2400 sq ft wiwelcoming
sanctuary, kitchen, 2 offices,
restrooms. Contact Rev. Dex-
ter McNamara: (916) 683-1435
or dexmcna@yahoo.com.

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

MPG

2167 Acres in High Sierra—
4,500, West Point, CA “moun-
tain top” home site, southern
exposure, plenty of water &
horse corral — miles of forest
trails with cedar, pine, fir, oak.
5th wheel with camping trailer
on site. Campfire circle. A rare
mountain jewel & out of valley
winter fog. $137,500 terms.
209-745-2302. No Saturday
calls —owner-seller.

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588
BBEB
-

Since 1975
Lic.#302302
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RMA, CSD Boards Discuss Barcode Stickers

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- What to do about bar-
code stickers, which allow
access through auto-
mated lanes at the front
gates, was a conundrum at
both the Rancho Murieta
Association Board meeting
on May 20 and the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Board
meeting on May 21.

At the RMA meeting,
the issue was the difficulty
of identifying nonmem-
bers with barcode stickers
who were speeding or tres-
passing. Most are current
or former members of the
Rancho Murieta Country
Club. A likely solution is
to issue colored barcode
stickers to nonmembers,
who may also be required
to pay a deposit. One
director suggested the
possibility of RMA tak-
ing over the issuance of
barcodes.

The RMA board also
approved a rule change
requiring residents to
notify a gate officer when
they change license plates.

At the CSD meeting,
the barcode issue cen-
tered on the board’s second
attempt to adopt an ordi-
nance implementing new
sticker fees intended to off-
set the increased cost of
24/7 patrol services.

After learning it would
be nearly impossible to add
the fees to the July utility
bills, the board tabled the
ordinance for at least six
months.

Directors also discussed
the resulting security bud-
get shortfall, which had
already occurred after the
board delayed the adoption

Barcode stickers allow vehicle access through the automated
lanes at both gates. The Rancho Murieta Association Board
and the Rancho Murieta Community Services District Board
discussed barcode issues at their monthly meetings in May.

of the ordinance the first
time.

RMA Meeting

Rod Hart brought up
the nonmember barcodes
as part of his general
manager’s report, not-
ing that the Compliance
Committee had been dis-
cussing the issue for some
time. Country club mem-
bers who don’t live in the
community can purchase
a $10 barcode sticker as
part of their club member-
ship. Murieta Village and
Murieta Gardens residents
can also pay an annual
$300 fee for a barcode
sticker.

Hart said that last year’s
implementation of the
Lidar camera system,
which clocks the speeds
of passing vehicles, had
“opened our eyes to a lot of
things, one of those being
the speeding of those non-
member barcoded vehicles.
So many of those are coun-
try club members.”

The solution so far has
been to deactivate the
barcodes of offenders,

especially when the speeds
have been excessive. That
means that they must use
the guest lane to reach the
club.

However, it isn’t a
complete fix because hav-
ing barcodes identical to
those of members allows
nonmembers to trespass
beyond Alameda Drive “in
areas where they shouldn’t
be, for instance, the back
lakes or Stonehouse Park,”
Hart said.

To address this issue, the
committee has discussed
issuing colored barcodes
and requiring a deposit to
cover fines for nonmem-
bers who speed or trespass.

Referring to a viola-
tor who was clocked at 85
mph on Murieta Parkway,
Director Tom Reimers,
who chairs the Compliance
Committee, asked if the
driver was an active coun-
try club member. Hart said
he was a current mem-
ber and “no longer has a
barcode.”

“And no brains, either,”
Reimers responded.

Reimers also asked how
many barcodes belong-
ing to former country
club members who have
since resigned had been
deactivated. Compliance
Supervisor Chris Smith
told him that the most
recent count was 85. Hart
said they also have found
instances in Murieta
Gardens in which a house-
hold with one country
club membership has five
barcodes.

Hart told the board he
would discuss the bar-
code issue with CSD
management. Reimers
also mentioned that the
Compliance Committee
has talked about RMA staff
taking over the issuing of
barcodes from CSD. Hart
said that made sense.

“So there is a big prob-
lem there, and we certainly
aim to fix it,” Hart told the
directors.

In a related matter later
in the meeting, Director
Scott Adams, chair of the
Governing Documents
Committee, said the
Compliance Committee
had requested a rule
change to improve vehicle
identification. It requires
residents to report any
license plate change to a
gate officer within 14 days
to enhance vehicle identi-
fication. The board voted
unanimously to send the
proposed change out for a
30-day public review.

CSD Meeting

The barcode sticker issue
at the CSD Board meet-
ing related to the second
reading of an ordinance
to implement new fees to
fund the increased cost to
security to provide 24/7
patrol coverage. The one-
time fee for a new vehicle
would increase from $10
to $25, and an annual fee

of $10 would be added
for each car. The board
initially delayed imple-
menting the barcode fee in
January due to community
pushback.

However, this time, the
pushback came from Board
Secretary Amelia Wilder,
who explained it would be
almost impossible for staff
to add the barcode fee to
the June utility billing.

“The update now is that
there are approximately
8,900 barcode stickers in
the community,” she said.

The district lacks accu-
rate data on how many of
the barcodes are active
since residents don’t con-
sistently update their
vehicle information when
they sell their cars. Wilder
said it could take staff sev-
eral months to accurately
implement the proposed
fee.

“It is recommended that
this ordinance be tabled
until staff has had the
opportunity to communi-
cate with residents, update
the number of active stick-
ers, reconcile the billing
system and prepare for the
billing adjustments that
may be necessary once
people receive their first
bill,” Wilder said.

Merchant agreed with
her suggestion to table the
ordinance.

“What really would con-
cern me going forward
is that if, if this shows up
on a CSD bill, we don’t
have the resources inside
this building to handle the
number of calls, to handle
the debits, to handle the
credits, to handle the hour-
long arguments, everything
connected with it,” he
said. “There are probably
more barcodes at the junk-
yard than we’ve got (in the
community).”

Director Tim Maybee
said the shortfall in the
security budget remained
at approximately $90,000
due to the lack of fund-
ing from the barcode fees.
He said the board might
need to look at a different
process.

“Because at the end of
the day, we don’t own the
barcodes,” he said. “RMA
decides who gets a barcode
or not.”

Operations Director Eric
Houston said some security
costs should be assessed
against the water, sewage
and drainage budgets. He
said that officers patrol the
plants, reservoirs and other
district facilities, and the
gate officers monitor the
security cameras.

“None of that is going
back to water, sewer and
drainage,” he said.

District Counsel Patrick
Enright agreed that it is
common for a city or spe-
cial district to recapture
costs that way.

Board President Steve
Booth said he had pro-
posed several times that
RMA should start paying
for patrol officer enforce-
ment of association rules,
which has never been
accomplished.

“It sounds like this is an
opportunity to evaluate on
a broader sense whether or
not we can bill against our
utilities and our partners
to help fund security,” he
said.

Maybee made the
motion to table the ordi-
nance, recommending at
least a six-month delay.
The board approved his
motion 4:0. Director Randy
Jenco was absent.

This story is at riv-
ervalleytimes.com and
Facebook.com/rivervalley-
times. *

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Father’s Day Jazz
at Slough House
Kitchen

The Rancho Murieta-
based jazz combo Baggs
Groove will perform from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
June 15 for Father’s Day
Brunch on the patio at
Slough House Kitchen,
12700 Meiss Road,
Sloughhouse.

Reservations required;
visit sloughhousekitchen.
com.

Fun Run Slated
for July 4
Celebration

The 45th Annual Fourth
of July Fun Run is open to
all: Runners, joggers, dog
walkers and stroller push-
ers are welcome.

The main course is just
under three miles, with a
shorter option available

for walkers. Erin Bailey of
the Murieta Health Club is
once again sponsoring the
event.

The adult race begins at
7:30 a.m. at the Gazebo on
the North. A children’s run
for ages 10 and under starts
at 8:15 a.m. at the park
across from the Gazebo.

For more information,
contact John McNamee at
916-206-3246.

Kiwanis Slates July
4 Pancake Breakfast
Start your Independence

Day with the Kiwanis
Fourth of July Pancake
Breakfast, held Friday,
July 4 from 7 to 9:30 a.m.
at Stonehouse Park.

The delicious break-
fast includes pancakes
(with optional blueberries
for early servings), sau-
sages, eggs, juice, water
and coffee. Advance ticket
prices are $6 for adults and
children ages 6 and up.
Children 5 and under eat
free.

On July 4, ticket prices
increase to $9 for adults
and children 6 and up; chil-
dren 5 and under remain
free.

Advance ticket sales
begin Friday, June 13 at the
RMA office (cash or check
only).

Tickets will also be
available at The Local
Bean on Saturday and

Sunday, June 28 and 29
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (cash,
check or credit card).

Tickets can also be pur-
chased online starting
June 13 at rmkiwanis.org,
accessible via the event
QR code. Please note: no
online sales will be avail-
able on July 4.

Pickleball Club
Slates Car Show,
Chili Cookoff

The Rancho Murieta
Pickleball Club will host
its Hot August Nights
Car Show and Chili Cook
Off on Saturday, Aug. 9
from noon to 4 p.m. at
Stonehouse Park.

Awards will be given
for the best cars and chili.
The event is open only to
Rancho Murieta residents
and their guests.

The entry fee is $20 for
Pickleball Club members

and $25 for nonmembers.
To sign up, email mach-
five911@yahoo.com.

CSD Seeks
Candidates for
Board Seat Vacancy

The Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District is accepting appli-
cations to fill a board
vacancy following the res-
ignation of Board President
Steve Booth.

Details on how to apply
are available on the dis-
trict’s homepage at rmcsd.
com. Letters of interest are
due by July 9.

Support Sought for
Wilton Memorial
Rose Garden

The Wilton Memorial
Rose Garden is next to the
Wilton Office at 11090 Jeff
Brian Lane, Wilton. It has
over 500 roses honoring

family and friends.

If you would like to vol-
unteer to help prune or
deadhead roses through-
out the year, please send
an email or text with your
name and phone number.

The garden also has a
commemorative brick path
to commemorate birthdays,
anniversaries and more.

We are compiling a list
of those interested in pur-
chasing custom-engraved
bricks for $75.

If you would like to
donate money, our Venmo
is @wiltonccnp. If you
would like to send a
check, please write “Rose
Garden” in the note and
write the check to “Wilton
Community Center.”

The address is Wilton
Community Center, P.O.
Box 645, Wilton, CA
95693. *

D

Paid Them Over

0 YOU KNOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

Brighten a Senior’s Day

Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County
We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes,
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain
independence and dignity through improved nutrition.

PURCHASE -»

FIXED RATE LOANS

REFINANCE

RATE

5.000*

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

5.30"

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR RATE

30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

5.750%

360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR

5.93"

47

.wﬂl‘;.

5
e
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Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
v'No Application Fee v/ No Prepayment Penalty v’ Local Processing and Servicing

; Z1, DORADO SAVING BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
por (o e

ELK GROVE ¢ 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA « 7185 Murieta Drive * 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢« 8973 Grant Line Road » 916-686-0200

Se Habla Espaiiol

For more information and to sign up,
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.
Be the reason someone smiles today.
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

i

MEALS é%WHEELS _—
SACRAMENTO COUNTY FDIC

NMLSRID 479256

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECTTO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE
www.eldoradosavingsbhank.com 800-874-9779 ]
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6.7 5% initial APR

5 Year FIXED RATE
CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:
v FIXED RATE for 5 Years v Local Processing & Servicing

®. v No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;
Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

v Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
v Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
/ Interest Mﬂy be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

¥ EL DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years

Line of Credit Loan

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

Member RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive « 916-354-2661
FDIC ELK GROVE - 9003 Elk Grove BIvd. * 916-685-3936 e Habla Jed.
NALSRID 479256 SHELDON - 8973 Grant Line Road + 916-686-0200  Espaiiol LENDER

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.00%. The maximum APR that can
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than EI Dorado
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information.
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 1-year 2-year

425 » 405 2 390 =~

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs FARMERS
— In Business
Since 1984

INSURANCE

License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Need to Advertise?

Y \Let Lezet help you get the word out

Office: (209) 745.1551

lezet.vidauri@MPGS8.com
' Elk Grove Citizen TheGalt Herald RiverVArzey Trves

COMPLIMENTARY

932.6693 | Jul S

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

’ x’ Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

HO_I>IIE STA?ING

RANCHO
MURIETA
RESIDENT]

RiverVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
To submit your articles’ 7144 Fair OakS Blvd. SUI’[E 5, Carm|chae|, CA 95608.

information, announcements  The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
or letters to the editor, please  Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.
email to:

Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

MPG)

S

Do You Need
Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric ®« Hot Water » Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
- -'.3-":'“.
w

LC# 550110

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

L (916) 747-9882

License #955437

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

TG &

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored - Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents
Owned & Operated

“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Speciallll

354-0209

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal 914
California Home Loansi 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' \wis# 1070092

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. *-ﬁ"“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe « Reliable « Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561¢
www.cramerconcrete.comz:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC
e All Care Facilities
® I[Independent Living ® Respite

® [In Home Care Providers

e Companion @ VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

(¢
- Plcew F¥aczee
A 2 BUILDING SUPPLY
“Since 1949

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

experience

(916)
455-3057

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair
A Tevanance /%ﬂza gﬂﬂf% Uhitten Lejetime

Teee.

Claimo Weleome = B RESSIONS ey
685-5078 ‘Swm.. ()
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove “al

www.autobodyexpressions.com

Grow your business here!

Call(209) 745-1551

fo advertise with us today!

River Valley Times

Messenger Publishing Group

MPG

"Fun, ﬁﬂz'en/[y and pmfeﬁ'ionﬂ/' |
Erin Howard » 354-8677

7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

A AMMA
EI.EG'I'IIII:

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED = RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
NO JOB TOO SMALL... OR TOO BIG!

Property Managers: We specialize in serving you promptly & completely

916-354-8870 OR 916-988-3464

SLOUGHHOUSE, CA
Serving the Entire Sacramento Area Since 1992

FREE ESTIMATES = SENIOR DISCOUNTS
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED = WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS




12 - River Valley Times

JUNE 13, 2025

Memorial Day Weekend Marked hy Ceremonies

Continued from page 1

VFW member Jennifer
Lawson, who organized the
local distribution outside
Tractor Supply and Bel Air
Market on May 24, said the
response was amazing.

“The community gra-
ciously accepted over 500
poppies to increase aware-
ness and remember those
veterans who gave their
lives for freedom,” Lawson
said.

In return, recipients of
the paper flowers donated
more than $1,400 to sup-
port veterans in crisis.

“We are humbled and so

grateful for the support of
our amazing community,”
Lawson said.

Memorial Day
Service

Lawson also organized
the formal Memorial Day
service at the Gazebo two
days later, which drew
strong community support.
To her surprise, approxi-
mately 80 people attended
the afternoon event, held
under perfect weather
conditions.

Post Commander Ted
Ryon emceed the brief
but poignant ceremony.

VFW CommanderTed Ryan, seated, and member Bill DuVaII
offer free poppies outside the Bel Air Market two days before
Memorial Day. Austin Jonson donates after accepting a paper

flower.

Lawson began by read-
ing a prayer. Assistant
Post Leader Bill McCarver

Bagpiper Chuck Jamison performs patriotic tunes at the Lake Calero ceremony.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
IONE, CA

led attendees in reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance,
followed by a beautiful
rendition of the “National
Anthem” sung by post
member Jennifer Roland
Dutton.

Ryon then asked mem-
bers of the audience who
had served in combat to
raise their hands—and
they did. *“You guys are my
heroes,” he told them.

Ryon also recognized
five members of the post
who are Purple Heart
recipients: Don Craig, Bill
Payne, Bill Cannon, Rick
Davis and Jose Meris.

Ryon also reported that
four members of the post
had died in the past year:
Walter Dunajski, Brigadier
Gen. Jerome Hoberg, Lt.
Col. Dan Klaff and Ronald
Squires.

Ryon invited audience
members to share remem-
brances of soldiers who
had died in service to their
country. Trey Wilkins, who
identified himself as a U.S.
Ranger from California,
recalled five comrades who
lost their lives in the wars
in Afghanistan and lIraq
between 2008 and 2011.

Another audience mem-
ber, Karen Hoberg, thanked
the VFW Post members for
their support following the
death of her father, Jerome
Hoberg.

“He loved being part of

Musician Tai Wieler plays “Taps”

your wonderful organiza-
tion,” she said.

Ryon announced the
playing of “Taps” by a
musician positioned among
the distant trees. The trum-
pet player was Tai Wieler,
a UC Davis music student.

Before offering the clos-
ing prayer, Ryon addressed
all the veterans who have
died in foreign wars.

“There aren’t enough
stars in the sky to express
my eternal gratitude for the
sacrifice you made for our
country,” he said. “To all
of you, | say thank you and
bless you.”

Lawson delivered the
closing prayer.

“May our leaders be
guided by your wisdom
and love as we strive to
build a society that honors
the memory of our fallen
heroes and promotes jus-
tice and peace for all,” she
said.

Ryon then invited the
crowd to enjoy a gener-
ous spread of snacks and
beverages provided by the
VFW Post Auxiliary.

Among the attendees
were three Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District
firefighters who were
recently transferred from
Station 59 in Rancho
Murieta to Station 58 in
Sloughhouse. They said
they had requested per-
mission to attend the
ceremony because they

at the Gazebo ceremony.

still consider themselves
part of the Rancho Murieta
community.

Flag Retirement
Ceremony

This year marked the
19th time that Scout Troop
633 conducted its flag
retirement ceremony, in
which Scouts and leaders
respectfully burn worn and
tattered American flags,
one by one.

About 20 parents and
community members
attended the ceremony,
which began at 6 p.m. in
Memorial Grove at Lake
Calero. The program fea-
tured readings about
the American flag’s sig-
nificance and history,
accompanied by patriotic
bagpipe music performed
by retired Navy Captain
Chuck Jamison.

After most of the audi-
ence left, the nine Scouts,
Scoutmaster Jason Dobson
and Assistant Scoutmaster
Marji Salo continued burn-
ing approximately 200
worn and tattered flags.
Salo said they finished
around 9 p.m., pausing
for about 20 minutes to
rehydrate and enjoy water-
melon and hot dogs.

This story is at riv-
ervalleytimes.com and
Facebook.com/theriverval-
leytimes. *

Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.




