
Pride Flag Raising 
Kicked Off Pride 
Month in Franklin
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

On June 1st, members of  
the Franklin community, town 
officials and local legislators 
gathered to celebrate the town’s 
second annual Pride flag raising, 
outside the Franklin Municipal 
Building.

Franklin Town Counselor 
Ted Cormier-Ledger, a proud 
Town Counselor and member 
of  the LGBTQ+ community 
in Franklin, thanked attendees, 
noting, “We have to remember 
that it isn’t easy for everybody … 
particularly if  you identify your-
self  somewhere in that beauti-
ful LGBTQ+ rainbow…I wish 
that we lived in a time when 
we didn’t need to do this, truly. 
I wish that what the American 
flag stands for, liberty and justice 
for all, truly applied to everyone, 
but that just isn’t the case. We 
still have friends and neighbors 
and family members who … just 
want to be recognized, they want 
to live their lives, they want to 

love who they want to love, they 
want to be able to work without 
fear of  persecution...”

Senator Rebecca Rausch 
thanked local community mem-
bers for the advocacy that led 
to raising the Pride flag, calling 
Pride itself  a protest. “This flag 
publicly shows that Franklin val-
ues people as their true selves 
and with their true loves. It dem-
onstrates this community’s proud 
stance for inclusion and equal-
ity…” Alluding to leaders of  the 
Stonewall Riots, Rausch encour-
aged, “Let’s pledge to continue 
their fight for equality, for safety, 
and for dignity … everywhere, 
all the time, every time.”

Rep. Jeff  Roy also spoke, 
pointing out the group gath-
ered to “celebrate love, diver-
sity, and the enduring spirit of  
the LGBGQ+ community … 
today we’re elevating a symbol 
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State Rep. Roy Honors Richard “Dick” 
Hynes at Inaugural Statewide  

Military Appreciation Day
Boston, MA – State Representative Jeffrey N. 

Roy (D-Franklin) proudly honored Richard “Dick” 
Hynes of  Franklin today at the first-ever Military 
Appreciation Day ceremony held in the Massa-
chusetts State House’s historic House Chamber.  

Military Appreciation Day was created by the 
Healey-Driscoll Administration to establish a last-
ing annual tradition that brings together local, 
state, and community leaders to honor those 
whose service might otherwise go unrecognized. 
Each legislator was invited to nominate a member 
of  their local military community—whether a vet-
eran, active-duty service member, National Guard, 
Reservist, or military spouse—to be honored dur-
ing the ceremony. More than 125 individuals who 
exemplify commitment to service and community 
were recognized from districts across Massachu-
setts.

“I’m proud to recognize Richard “Dick” 
Hynes for his military service and community 
leadership,” said Representative Jeffrey N. Roy  
(D-Franklin). “His contributions reflect the 
strength, resilience, and dedication of  our local 
military community, and I’m honored to celebrate 
him at this statewide event. We appreciate his ser-
vice and efforts (along with VFW Post 3402 Cmdr. 
Ernest Carruthers) to keep the memories of  our 45 
fallen soldiers alive with moving ceremonies at the 
Veterans Memorial on the Franklin Town Com-

mon.” This month, those 9 a.m. ceremonies will 
be held on Franklin Town Common for Howard 
T. Feeley – WWII (July 5 ), Gerald M. Parmenter 
– WWII (July 17 ), Alesandro Patete WWI  and 
Patrick Ristaino – WWI (July 18), and Anthony J. 
Mucciarone – WWII (July 30).
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Nominated by Rep. Jeff Roy, Dick Hynes, of 
Franklin, was honored at the first Military 
Appreciation Day at the MA State House. 
Photo by Noah Gargas.
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Horace Mann Middle School Displays ‘Who’s Your Hero?’ Mural
Franklin, MA -Last month, 

the artwork of  more than 400 
students was displayed in the 
auditorium hallway of  Horace 
Mann Middle School.

The “Who’s Your Hero?” 
mural featured eight panels 
filled with 6-inch square, mat-
ted drawings, each depicting a 
personal hero selected by the 
student artist who created it.

The Horace Mann 
Middle School students 
first chose personal he-
roes, then researched 
them and created minia-
ture posters, each with a 
photograph and a small 
description of  the indi-
vidual. Then they cre-
ated the artwork itself, 
creating an image of  
their hero, including the 
hero’s name in decora-
tive font plus information 
— a quote, character-
istics, achievements — 
showing how that hero is 
inspirational.

“Students chose ath-
letes, artists, actors, 
singers, and activists, 
including heroes from 
throughout history and 
from many different 
cultures,” said Horace 

Mann Middle School 
art teacher Robin Katz. 
“Some chose ordinary he-
roes such as their teachers, 
coaches and parents. The 
project and mural have 
been inspiring many great 
conversations across our 
community — student to 
student, student to teacher, 
student to parents and sib-
lings.”

As a result of  the mural 
project, Katz said one of  
her sixth-grade students 
shared that he spoke to 
his parents, found out 
that his great grandfather 
fought during World War 
II, and then chose him 
as his personal hero. An-
other student told Katz 
that she talked about the 
project with her parents 
and ended up choosing a 

heroine who shares her cultural 
heritage, a woman who helped 
fight for Indian independence 
in 1947.

“I think it’s important, now 
more than ever, that we en-
courage conversations about 
kindness, helping others and 
positive achievement, to in-
spire our students to help others 
and achieve,” Katz said. “The 
‘Who’s Your Hero?’ project cer-
tainly provoked those conversa-
tions and allowed our students 
to delve into these themes, re-
minding us all about the impor-
tant achievements and qualities 
of  the heroes we admire most.”

Superintendent Lucas 
Giguere and Principal Rebecca 
Motte congratulate all the stu-
dents involved with the project 
and thank Ms. Robin Katz for 
supporting students throughout 
this project.

of  hope, unity, and the relentless 
pursuit of  equality.”

Jamie Hellen, Town Ad-
ministrator, encouraged Frank-
lin’s LGBTQ+ community to 
celebrate “who you are,” and 
reminded them their town gov-
ernment loves and supports 
them.

Singer Sioo also entertained 
the crowd following the raising 
of  the flag.
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The second raising of the 
Pride flag at the Franklin 

Municipal Building in June to 
celebrate Pride month was a 

joyful occasion.

Shown is a portion of the”Who’s Your Hero?” 
mural, created by Horace Mann Middle 
Schoolers.  
(Photo Courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

Singer Sioo performed after the flag raising.
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Hynes served in the Navy as a 
Medic during the Vietnam War 
from August 1962 to April 1967. 
Dick attained the rank of  HM2 
which is the Hospital Corpsman 
Second Class and is the largest oc-
cupational rating in the Navy. Dick 
proudly received the National De-
fense Medal along with the Good 
Conduct Medal. While serving, he 
met Judy, his Navy nurse wife of  
43 years. 

For the past several years, 
Hynes has led efforts to honor the 
45 Franklin veterans who lost their 
lives in service to our country. The 
Town of  Franklin has one of  the 
most beautiful Veteran’s Memo-
rial areas in the state, including 45 
granite posts which line the Veter-
ans’ Walkway. Each one of  these 
posts is dedicated to a Franklin vet-
eran who gave his life, defending 
our freedom. 

Under Dick’s leadership, along 
with Franklin’s Veterans’ orga-
nizations, the Edward L. Grant 
American Legion Post 75, and 
the Veterans of  Foreign Wars Post 
3402, a program has been devel-
oped honor and remember those 
who died for our nation. This 
program includes the placing of  
a Memorial Wreath for the day, 
the playing of  Taps, a salute from 
those present, and a reading of  
whatever history we may have on 
that veteran.

To view the full list of  2025 
Military Appreciation Day honor-
ees, go to https://www.mass.gov/
doc/military-appreciation-day-
2025-honoree-list/download.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER
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Franklin Veterans - July 2025 Notes
There will be NO VETERANS 

COFFEE SOCIAL IN JULY. The 
next Social will be on Wednes-
day, August 6 at 10 a.m. at the 
Senior Center Café. All Veter-
ans are invited!

There will be NO VETERANS 
COUNCIL MEETING IN JULY. The 
next Council meeting will be on 
Thursday, August 21 at 7 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. Any Franklin 
resident interested in Veterans’ 
activities is welcome to join the 
Veterans’ Council.

TUNE IT OUT GUITAR LES-
SONS FOR VETERANS WILL NOT 
MEET IN JULY AND AUGUST. 
Classes will resume on Tues-
day, September 9 with an Open 
House at 5:30 pm at the Senior 
Center. Any Veteran interested 
in learning more about guitar 
lessons is welcome! There is no 
fee for lessons and we provide 
guitars! Call our office for de-
tails. 

WARRIOR WITHIN YOGA 
CLASS FOR VETERANS AND 
FIRST RESPONDERS WILL NOT 
MEET IN JULY.

Stay tuned for updates!
Purple Hearts - Please let our 

office know if  you or a family 
member (residing in Franklin) 
is a Purple Heart recipient and 
we will add them to our data-

base. National Purple Heart 
Day is celebrated on August 7 
every year. The Purple Heart 
is a distinguished military dec-
oration awarded in the name 
of  the President to those who 
have been wounded or killed 
while serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces.

Veterans Memorial Walk-
way - The next engraved brick 
installation will be in Novem-
ber to coincide with Veterans’ 
Day. Veterans need not be from 
Franklin to be honored with a 
brick. All members of  the U.S. 
military are eligible. Brick order 
forms are available in the Town 
Hall and Senior Center lobbies 
and on the Veterans’ Services 
page on the Town website.

Please visit our webpage 
at: https://www.franklinma.
gov/335/Veterans-Services to 
learn more about Franklin Vet-
erans’ Services.

Franklin VSO Shannon Nisbett received a citation by Sen. Becca Rausch 
for the Inaugural Statewide Military Appreciation Day. Shown with 
Nisbett and Rausch are members of Franklin Town Council, TA Jamie 
Hellen, FFD Chief Jim McLaughlin, FPD Chief Tom Lynch and State Rep. 
Jeff Roy. Photo by Linda Rondeau Photography

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 
to run in our Newspaper!
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BFCCPS Student’s Painting Leads to Big Wins at the 
Scholastic Art Competition
By Jennifer Russo

One of  the most prestigious 
award events in the country, 
the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Competition, has been provid-
ing middle and high school stu-
dents of  exceptional artistic and 
literary talent with a platform 
for recognition, publication, 
and scholarships since its found-
ing in 1923. Winners of  the past 
include notable creatives like 
Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, 
Robert Redford, Zac Posen, and 
Edward Sorel. And now, an-
other name can be added to the 
list of  those awarded – Franklin 
resident and BFCCPS seventh 
grader, Lillian Zhou.

With over 110,000 entrants 
and over 300,000 pieces sub-
mitted for judging, only 2,800 
works received National medals 
this year. Adjudication is anony-
mous, and judges are looking 
for artistic skill, original works 
that are unique and blur bound-
aries, and the emergence of  a 
personal voice or vision through 

the piece. Lillian won a regional 
Gold Key award and a National 
Gold Medal for her work, Reach-
ing for Dad. In addition to these 
honors, she was also one of  only 
ten students to be presented 
with the New York Life Award, 
a scholarship given for works 
that explore death and personal 
grief.

Lillian’s winning art piece 
was inspired by her father, Heng 
Zhou, who sadly passed away 
from pancreatic cancer after 
battling the disease for 8 months.

“I wasn’t prepared for the 
time we had left with him, and I 
was terrified of  what would hap-
pen. Every day, I wished for him 
to get better, but his health kept 
declining. When he passed just 
a week before my 12th birthday, 
I didn’t fully understand what 
had happened, but I was glad he 
wasn’t suffering anymore. Dur-
ing those months with him, I 
learned to be grateful for all the 
time we have with loved ones,” 
shares Lillian.

The arts have long been rec-
ognized as a powerful emotional 
outlet that enables people to 
process and make sense of  dif-
ficult circumstances. A painting 
or drawing can sometimes help 
us express emotions that might 
otherwise remain unspoken, 
whether that be grief, anxiety, or 
frustration. Expression through 
art can also give the creator an 
opportunity to heal and reflect. 

Lillian’s work reveals her 
personal growth, both emotion-
ally and spiritually. Through 
her story and art, she hopes to 
inspire others to confront life’s 
challenges with courage and 
gratitude. 

Congratulations, Lillian, on 
your momentous achievement in 
winning these esteemed awards!

Learn more about the Scho-
lastic Art and Writing awards 
at www.artandwriting.org/
awards/

Lillian Zhou, a student at Benjamin Franklin Classical Charter Public 
School, is shown here with her work, Reaching for Dad, which won 
Scholastic Art and Writing Competition’s regional Gold Key award and 
National Gold Medal.
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BFCCPS Announces Middle School Achievements 
The Benjamin Franklin Clas-

sical Charter Public School is 
thrilled to announce middle 
school achievements this month 
in the fields of  Science, Tech-
nology and Engineering. The 
mission of  BFCCPS, includes a 
classical education whereby stu-
dents are grounded in the fun-
damental subjects of  literature, 
history, mathematics, science, lan-
guage, music and the arts in order 
to understand culture and enable 
active participation in it. 

The One8 Applied Learn-
ing Hub and Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW) hosted an Applied 
Learning Student Showcase on 
May 9, 2025 at The TRACK at 
New Balance in Boston, Mass. 
Three 8th grade teams were se-
lected from BFCCPS following 
an in-school STEAM student 
showcase. 

The students who participated 
in this statewide expo created a tri-
fold board presentation and pro-
duced a functioning app on MIT 
App Inventor. Brainrot Dictionary 
was made by Aisiri Praveen, Lara 
Liedke, and Ella Phul. Trivia Verse 
was made by Avery Ivins, Emily 
Annantuonio, Briana Bastos, and 
Haley Berthelette. Cow Clicker was 
made by Nate Bjorkman, Arnav 
Garg, Max Prompas, and Jeremy 
Sanchez. 

They were then introduced to 
many industry experts who asked 
questions about the creation of  
their apps along with suggestions 
for how to improve their apps 
in the future. It was a wonderful 
event, and the students selected 
should be so proud of  their hard 

work. Thank you to Jessica Kelle-
her our STEAM Teacher and 
Grades 6-8 Librarian for sup-
porting this initiative and chaper-
oning the trip to the TRACK at 
New Balance. 

The very next day, eight BF-
CCPS students in Grades Seven 
and Eight participated in the 
Massachusetts Science & Engi-
neering Fair (MSEF). The event 
was held on May 10, 2025 at 
Clark University, Worcester. We 
are excited to recognize the fol-
lowing students who earned ac-
colades: 
Grade Seven: 

• Chittesh Patel received an 
Honorable Mention for his 
project The Green Revolution: 
Building a Sustainable Future 
with Renewable Energy 

• Aagam Shah won first place 
in the MSEF and also quali-
fied for the Thermo Fisher 
Junior Challenge with his 
project Optimizing Hydroelec-
tric Power with a Siphon 

Grade Eight: 

• Aisiri’s Praveen received an 
Honorable Mention for her 
project Wind Wars: Bernoulli 
vs. Structures 

• Mahathe Logesh won sec-
ond place and also won the 
Thermo Fischer Award with 
her project Uncovering Hidden 
Sugar in Food 

• Navya Satishkumar has won 
first prize in State Science 
and Engineering Fair for her 
project A Study of  Concentrated 
Indoor Air Pollutants and Poor 

Ventilation in Urban House-
holds: Sources, Health Effects, 
and Mitigation Strategies. 

In addition, Agam, Navya and 
Mahathe have been recognized 
as Thermo Fisher Junior Inno-
vators Challenge Delegates and 
have the opportunity to enter the 
Thermo Fisher Junior Innovators 
Challenge (JIC). 

Thank you to both Mr. Rutt 
and Mrs. Nestor for their sup-
port and encouragement of  our 
scientists and in particular to 
Mrs. Nestor for attending the 
State Level Science fair with the 
participants and their families! 
About the Benjamin Franklin 
Charter School 

The Benjamin Franklin Clas-
sical Charter Public School’s 
mission is to assist parents in 
their role as primary educators 
of  their children by providing 
students with a classical aca-
demic education coupled with 
sound character development 
and community service. Our 
mission is supported by four 
distinct, yet interconnected pil-
lars that provide for a collabora-
tive, rigorous education for all 
students. These pillars guide, 
direct and define the school in 
all it does. 
MSEF Middle School Science Fair 
Winners: 

https://scifair.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2025/05/2025-
MSEF-Middle-School-Award-
Winners.pdf  
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Summer Cleanout  is Greener with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of  reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe walking through your 
basement has gotten difficult 
or there is no more room in the 
attic? Perhaps you are planning 
to move, and you need to declut-
ter before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can 
be challenging. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  every-
thing.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 
got a staff of  ten, along with 
eight trucks, servicing eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 
or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have han-
dled it all. They’ve dismantled 
above-ground pools, hauled 

away ancient hot tubs, taken 
down old fencing, and stripped 
away worn carpeting. They’ll 
come for a single item, or they’ll 
clean out an entire house. And 
they can take almost anything. 
They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or con-
crete, but everything else is fair 
game for them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  you 
want by renting a 15-cubic-yard 
dumpster for a week and chuck-
ing up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 
what you don’t use.

If  you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at 
the items, and the team will fill 
up their truck and haul away 
your unwanted things. However 
you do it, you’re left with more 
space and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 

waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone 
call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for 
an appointment. There aren’t 
any hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 

fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 

Holliston. It’s not uncommon 
for someone to reach Jay at the 
restaurant, order a sandwich, 
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the 
local small business really can 
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk 
Removal and Dumpster Rental 
and let a local small business 
take care of  everything for you.  
Call Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit us online at  
AffordableJunkRemoval.com. 
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PRIVATE DINING 
AT 3

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the 
menu, and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA 
3-restaurant.com

Up to 150 guests

For more information contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the menu, 

and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

Up to 150 guests
Corporate Dinners 

Rehearsal Dinners

Bridal & Baby Showers

Graduations & more

For more information, contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA
3-restaurant.com
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• Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
• Residential Rubber
• Flat Roofs

ONE CALL SENDS 
A ROOFER... 

NOT A SALESMAN

FINANCING AVAILABLE

857-247-8709857-247-8709

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com • Rgreene465@gmail.com

Robert Roofing & GuttersRobert Roofing & Gutters

• Roofi ng
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
•  Residential

Rubber

857-247-8709

Robert Roofing
& Gutters

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...

NOT A SALESMAN

• FREE ESTIMATES
• LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofi ngandgutters.com
Rgreene465@gmail.com

NO GIMMICKS,
JUST HONEST PRICING!

THANK YOU TO
OUR CUSTOMERS
FOR VOTING US

#1 IN THE ENTIRE 
REGION AGAIN

THIS YEAR!

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Serving Walpole, Medfi eld,
Westwood, Dover, Sherborn,

Needham and surrounding towns.
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Community Mourns Lost Mother, Daughter
by J.D. O’Gara

Last month, the Franklin 
community came together in a 
roadside vigil to honor the lives 
lost of  5-year-old Krisha Atul-
kumar Patel and her mother, 
Minaben Patel, 38, after a May 
24th car crash in Franklin. The 
two had been passengers in a 
car driven by Atulkumar Patel, 

along with Krisha’s brother, 
Kunj, who also suffered injuries 
in the crash. Krisha was lost the 
night of  the accident, and her 
mother succumbed to her inju-
ries nine days later.

The car was struck by a truck 
driven by James Blanchard, 21, 
of  Franklin, who was charged 
with motor vehicle homicide 

while OUI; two counts of  oper-
ating a vehicle under the influ-
ence of  liquor causing serious 
bodily injury; driving to endan-
ger; and possession of  an open 
container of  liquor. At press 
time, Blanchard was set to be 
arraigned at Wrentham District 
Court on June 24th.

Franklin 4th 
Schedule of Events

Following is the schedule of  the 
Franklin Fourth of  July events on 
Franklin Town Common as of  
press time. Updated information is 
available at www.franklin4th.com:

Wednesday, July 2
Ride Wristbands 6-10 p.m., 

6 p.m. Midnight Ride (60’s-90’s 
Rock); 8 p.m. GQ & The Lady 
(Dance)

Thursday, July 3
Megapass: 12-10 p.m., 6 p.m. 

Matt Zajac (Rock); 8 p.m. Smoke 
& Whiskey (Country Rock)

Friday, July 4 (12-10)
Megapass: 12-10 p.m. Ride; 

Wristbands 12-5 p.m., 12 p.m. 
Two Guys Who like Sharks 
(Acoustic Rock); 1:30 p.m. Jamie 
Barrett; 3 p.m. George Cross 
Project (East Coast Blues); 6 p.m. 
Attleboro School of  Rock; 8 p.m. 
Gary Hoey (Rock Guitar)

Saturday, July 5 (12-10)
Megapass: 12-10 p.m.; Wrist-

bands 12-5 p.m.; 

Annual Mike Crandall 
Franklin Blues Festival

•	 Ed Peabody & The Big Blue 
Thing – Noon

•	 Brandt Taylor Band – 1:15 
p.m.

•	 Neal & the Vipers – 2:30 
p.m.

•	 Mike Crandall Tribute Band 
– 3:45 p.m.

•	 Bruce Katz Band – 5 p.m.
•	 Joanna Connor – 6:15 p.m.
•	 Nick Moss – 7:30 p.m.
•	 Richiman & Groove Nice – 

8:45 p.m.
• 	Fireworks 10 p.m.

Sunday, July 6 (12-6)
Ride Wristbands: 12-5 p.m.; 

12 p.m. Zajac Bros. Band; 2 p.m.; 
Michael Dutra & the Strictly 
Sinatra Band; 4:30 p.m. Padula 
Family Band (Jazz)
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Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver your inserts. 
Perfect for Big Events, Coupons, 

Menus and More!Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to 
schedule your insert, please 

contact Jen Schofield  
at 508-570-6544

or by email at 
jenschofield@

localtownpages.com

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 7-31-2025

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 7-31-2025F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE
Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com

Franklin United 
Methodist Church to 
Hold Free Cookout 
July 26

Saturday, July 26: FREE Com-
munity Cookout with burgers, 
hot dogs, and chips served from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. on the back lawn 
at 82 West Central Street, Frank-
lin. 

For more information, visit  
Franklinumc.org/community 
(event will cancel in case of  rain).

In July 2025, the  Communi-
tyCloset will be open from 12-2 
p.m. every Tuesday. 

July 2025 at Franklin Public Library
Summer Reading is 
HERE!

Join in the Adventure and 
Level up this summer at the 
Library! Be sure to sign up on 
the library website! Grab your 
‘gear’ and ‘quests’ from Library 
staff, and make this summer the 
‘Quest for More Fun!’ by check-
ing out the daily events planned 
on the Library Calendar!

Franklin Public Library’s 
2025 Reading Challenge!

July: Take a Stand 
Welcome to the Franklin 

Public Library’s second Annual 
Reading Challenge! For each 
monthly prompt that you com-
plete and submit on time you 
will receive a Free Book Cou-
pon that’s good at the library’s 
Book Sale. Submissions MUST 
be submitted by the last day of  
each month in order to qualify 
for that month’s Free Book Cou-
pon. For complete details, visit 
our website! Grand prizes made 
possible by the Friends of  the 
Franklin Library!

ESL & Adult Literacy 
Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and its surrounding communi-
ties.  Volunteers and students 
do not need to be Franklin 
residents. If  interested, fill out 
the registration form on the li-
brary’s website (https://www.
franklinma.gov/franklin-public-
library) .

Special Events for Kids
Scott Martel Magic Show, 

Wednesday July 2 @ 10:30 a.m. 
Ages 4-12

Rainforest Reptiles, Monday 
July 7 @ 4 p.m., Live animals! All 
ages

R.I. Pirate Guy, Tuesday July 
8 @ 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. Registration 
Required

Fairytale Fun, Wednesday 
July 9 @ 10:30 a.m., Dress up 
for a royal ball! Singing, danc-
ing, interactive storytelling and 
a photo opp!

Mr. Vinny Bubble Show, Mon-
day July 14 @ 4 p.m.

Mike Bent Magic Show, 
Wednesday July 16 @ 10:30 a.m.

Animal Affair, Friday July 18 
@ 1 p.m., Animal Affair Travel-
ing Petting Zoo 

Crafternoon, Friday July 18 @ 
2 p.m.

Legendary Foam Party, Sat-
urday July 19 @ 10:30 a.m. 
(Don’t forget your towel!)

Music at the Blissful, Monday 
July 21 @ 4 p.m. With Musician 
Evan Haller, for families

Ants on a Log Band, Wednes-
day July 23 @ 10:30 a.m. Award-
winning music centers positivity, 
social justice, and silliness. 

Parody Playhouse, Monday 
July 28 @ 4 p.m. Kid-friendly 
spin on your favorite musical 
hits! 

Wild Kat Hoops, Wednesday 
July 30 @ 10:30 a.m. Awesome 
kids’ hula hoop event!

The BenAnna Band, Thursday 
July 31 @ 10:30 a.m., interactive 
show

Special Events for Teens
Into the Dungeon, Mondays 

@ 2-4 p.m. Registration Re-
quired

Roll for initiative as we bring 
to life stories from your favor-
ite series! Into the Dungeon is 
a single event adventure using 
the Fate tabletop role-playing 
system to insert yourself  into a 
story set in worlds we know and 
love! Each week will play out 
challenges with player choices 
and chance writing the story! 
Please only register for one of  
the dates.

Game Bytes Overdrive, 
Wednesdays @ 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Game Bytes is Leveling Up 
for a summer of  FUN! Bring a 
snack and join us for two hours 
of  casual co-op and solo play. 
Bring your own device or play 
on the big screen!

Service Squad, Thursdays @ 
1 p.m.

Teens looking for commu-
nity service are invited to join 
the Youth Services Department 
to help strategize and prepare 
crafts and activities for story-
times and events! 

Teen Paint Party, Monday 
July 28 @ 4 p.m.

Pixel Pals, Thursday July 31 
@ 4p.m. Book group for graphic 
novels, manga, anime, cartoons, 
etc.! 

Special Events for Adults
Maker Moment: Silk Scarves, 

Thursday July 10 @6:30 p.m. 
Registration Required

Matt York: Songs & Stories of 
the Highwaymen, Saturday July 
19 @2 p.m.

Longtime New England mu-
sician/author Matt York will 
perform the songs of  Johnny 
Cash, Willie Nelson, Kris Krist-
offerson and Waylon Jennings 
and tell the stories of  these 
songwriting legends who joined 
forces in the 1980s to form the 
country super group The High-
waymen.

Special Events for All 
Ages

Summer Skill Up, Tuesdays @ 
4 p.m.

All ages are welcome to level 
up their knowledge by trying a 
new skill! Every week we will be 

providing a new small project 
to practice, learn, and grow! All 
Supplies are provided! Young 
children may need an adult to 
help.

Summer Concert Series, 
Wednesdays @ 6pm

Join us Wednesday evenings 
on the Library patio all summer 
long for live music for all ages!

July 2: Jamie Barrett
July 9: Kat Chapman
July 16: DJ Sam & Andy
July 23: Jeff Roy
July 30: The Oh Mys
Library Lawn Games, Friday 

July 11 & 25 @ 2 p.m.
Roll over to the library for 

a treat of  classic board games 
made GIANT! We are chill-
ing on the Library Lawn with 
Giant Board Games to enjoy! If  
the weather is wet or hot we are 
still here to play in the Library 
Meeting Room!

Science Chefs: Slushies, 
Thursday July 17 @ 4 p.m.

1 part food, 1 part science, 
and unlimited fun! 

Puzzle Mania, Thursday July 
24 @ 5 p.m. Registration Re-
quired

Join us for a family-fun puzzle 
challenge! Work as a team to see 
how quickly you can complete a 
500-piece puzzle! (Please submit 
only 1 registration per family).

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, July 18th, 1-5 p.m.  
Saturday, July 19th, 9 a.m.-noon 
All books $1.

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Satur-
day, July 19th, from 1-4 p.m. 
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The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

This summer, embrace a lifestyle 
where independence meets support 
and every day brings something new 
to enjoy. At SALMON at Medway, you’ll 
find exceptional amenities, engaging 
activities, and specialized care options, 
including assisted living and memory 
care, all designed to meet your needs 
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more 
— we can’t wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Warm  Days,
A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

ONE COUPON  -  EXCLUDING JUNK BAG REMOVAL 

CALL TOM CASSIDY

1-508-308-2279 CALL ONLY www.junkitnow.us

Your Money, Your Independence 

Enjoy Every Sandwicher Moment.  

Once David Letterman had 
a frequent guest and favorite 
musician of  his, Warren Zevon, 
on for an entire show. Zevon, 
who disclosed his terminal can-
cer, performed and interviewed 
throughout. Dave at one point 
asked, “Anything you know now, 
that I should know?” to which 
Zevon wittily deadpanned, 
“Enjoy every sandwich.”

Those raising children and 
helping aging parents often feel 
rushed and are distracted think-
ing about what’s next, overlook-
ing the beauty of  daily, mundane 
moments. 

July is National Sandwich 
Generation Month, celebrating 
a generation of  people sand-
wiched between caring for their 
young children and aging par-
ents at the same time.

I’m a Sandwicher, as are ap-
proximately 15% of  Americans 
between ages 40-60 who face 
the challenges of  planning, com-
municating and executing for 3 
generations at once. 

After 60 years in their New 
Hampshire home, my parents 
were struggling with their health 
and finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to maintain their inde-
pendence. The stress weighed 
heavily on my mother, as she was 
becoming a caregiver and daily 

living/house routines began to 
slide. My wife, our daughters 
(then 5 & 3) and I lived com-
fortably in our Ashland home. 
The adults agreed on a Plan B 
supported by updated financial 
planning. Sell both homes, buy a 
new home for 3 generations and 
live as one household sharing in 
daily responsibilities. 

The urgency was greater 
than anticipated and not with-
out challenges since our move to 
Holliston, here’s some antidotes 
for Sandwichers:

Small talks instead of “The 
Talk”. Families don’t like to 
think about declining health 
and elder care, let alone discuss 
it. I used single topics tied to a 
recent story about a friend, ask-
ing what they would do. I’d gain 
small agreements, then change 
the subject to continue building 
a framework for a mutual plan.   

Bring in outside mediators. 
My aunt shared with my mom 
that time is not your friend. She 
emphasized the positives and 
encouraged to act now, rather 
than later, when fewer options 
are available. Additionally, we 
consulted with an elder care at-
torney on understanding MA 
Health options, current trusts, 
POAs and proxies before mak-
ing the move. 

Define their plans for well-
ness. Far too often, adult chil-
dren tip-toe around aging 
conversations with parents for 
fear it may come across as mor-
bid or worse, inheritance focus.  
These conversations need to 
focus on their future ideas of  
wellness. What is it they foresee 
for a surviving spouse? When 
they can no longer remain in-
dependent? By having these 
talks when both parents are in 
good health, it defines their ex-
pectations and allows planning 
a foundation with greater flex-
ibility. 

Your spouse’s support is 
critical. Very fortunate to have a 
spouse that pushed me to see the 
positives and embraces bringing 
family in as “you’d want your 
daughters to treat you the same 
someday”. 

Through the eyes of a child. 
It’s not all about you, the girls 
show the love and benefits 
of  learning by being around 
grandma and grandpa. And vice 
versa, as health and activity im-
proved due to the energy and 
motivation brought daily by our 
girls.   

Sometimes timing is every-
thing. I couldn’t imagine the 
anxiety and ill-advised actions 
my parents would have faced on 
their own since fall of  2018. Nor 
would I have wanted to see my 
mom on her own this past year 
and moving forward. 

Your parents sacrificed many 
things to make sure you had it 
better, including concealing is-
sues to not worry you. Be open 
with communication and em-
brace change, the best ways to 
prevent costly unintended con-

sequences and ensure positive 
lasting memories. 

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-

namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP
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2025 Strawberry Stroll a Big Hit for Vendors and Visitors
The weather was perfect for 

Franklin’s 21st Annual Straw-
berry Stroll, a success with thou-
sands of  people and more than 
125 vendors. Proceeds from 
strawberry shortcakes will fund 
next year’s Stroll. Everyone loved 
the celebration all the way from 
the Franklin Historical Museum, 
where a small strawberry patch 
was planted, to the Franklin Li-
brary.

“This year’s Strawberry Stroll 
was such an incredible event. 
We are already getting great 
feedback from vendors on how 
much they liked how the event 
went straight up Main Street to 
the Library,” Scott Martin said, 
president of  Franklin Downtown 
Partnership. 

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership issued a big thank 
you to Denise Pearson and the 
Dean Bank staff for serving short-
cakes, Bill Ingram, Dean Col-
lege and FDP Board member, 
and the Dean College staff, who 
prepared strawberries. Thank 
you was also extended to MyFM 
Radio 101.3 for broadcasting 
live, to all volunteers; Kevin 
Johnson, Stroll event chair; Scott 
Martin, FDP president who co-
ordinated the day; and Roberta 
Trahan and Pandora Carlucci, 
vendor coordinators.

Lisa Piana, Franklin Down-
town Partnership’s Executive Di-

rector, extended a big thanks to 
Stroll sponsors, and to the police, 
DPW, and all who help pull off 
this event.

Follow the Franklin Down-
town Partnership and keep up 
with their many activities on:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/ 
and  

https://www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

The celebration wouldn’t be complete without shortcake! 

Cory Shea and Stroll volunteers helped children decorated pavers for 
the sculpture park.

The Strawberry Stroll is an initiative of the Franklin Downtown 
Partnership. Photo courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership

Desi Swag Dancers at the 2025 Franklin Strawberry Stroll.  
Photo courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership

Heath Nisbett performs with his daughter, Rayna.

Inflatables and crafts at the library made a great addition to the Stroll 
this year!

Franklin High School student 
Tuhina Pal spread awareness 
about mental health, also 
promoting her book of poetry, 
They Didn’t Know., available on 
Amazon.

Photo courtesy of Franklin Downtown 
Partnership

Photo courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership

Civic groups, such as Franklin’s Edward L. Grant Post 75, took part.
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Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts, 

powers of attorney and health care proxies.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST
A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets 
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual 

who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of 
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to

petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 
trusts, power  of attorney and health care proxies. 

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name 

guardians for children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also 
means that you, rather than your state's laws, decide who gets your 

property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as 

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be 

necessary for a family member or loved one to 
petition the court to become the guardian over 

the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

Franklin Knights of Columbus Award 2025 Scholarships
The Knights of Columbus 

1847 Franklin are proud to an-
nounce the winners of  this year’s 
Robert Simmler PGK, Sacred 
Heart Council 1847 Knights of  
Columbus College Scholarship 
2025. Congratulations to Elle 
Bonacci, $3000 and Eiley Ci-
nelli $1000. Elle and Eiley are 
both graduates of  Franklin High 
School. Both accomplished stu-
dents and are active members of  
the St Mary’s Parish Community. 
Their achievements were espe-
cially noteworthy amongst the 
many wonderful talented candi-
dates that applied for the 2025 
scholarship award.  

We wish Elle the best of  luck 
as she goes onto the University 
of  Pittsburgh in the fall and Eiley 
will attend University of  Colo-
rado Boulder in the fall.  The 
Robert Simmler PGK Knights of 
Columbus Sacred Heart Council 
1847 Scholarship is named in 
honor of  Mr. Robert Simmler; 
he was a very active and accom-
plished member of  the Knights 
of  Columbus, Sacred Heart 
Council and the Franklin Com-
munity.

Franklin’s Early Childhood Development Center Holds 
Inaugural Special Olympics Young Athletes Game Day

Franklin, MA - Superinten-
dent Lucas Giguere and Princi-
pal Kimberly Taylor are proud 
to share that the F.X. O’Regan 
Early Childhood Development 
Center (ECDC) hosted its first-
ever Special Olympics Unified 
Young Athletes Game Day on 
Friday, June 6.

The event celebrated the re-
markable efforts and achieve-
ments of  Franklin’s youngest 
Unified athletes — preschool 
students who have been practic-
ing teamwork and motor skill 
development throughout the 
spring as part of  the Special 
Olympics Young Athletes Pro-
gram.

 Under the guidance of  
ECDC Physical Therapist Jodi 
Klein and a dedicated team of  
staff coaches, these young stu-
dents learned important physi-
cal and social-emotional skills 
while embracing the core values 
of  inclusion and support.

We had a wonderful group 
of  athletes and coaches for our 
inaugural year of  Young Ath-
letes,” said Klein. “I think Game 
Day represented a wide array of  
the skills we worked on for sev-
eral months, including balance, 
jumping, eye-hand coordination, 
teamwork and sportsmanship. 
It is a privilege to be able to do 
this work with our littlest athletes 
and get them started with healthy 
habits in a positive, inclusive en-
vironment.”

The Game Day event featured 
a full slate of  festivities, beginning 
with opening ceremonies, a flag 
salute and a proud recitation of  
the Special Olympics Athlete 
Oath: “Let me win. But if  I can-
not win, let me be brave in the 
attempt.”

Franklin’s Unified Young Athletes participated in a series of fun and skill-based activities at the Game Day 
event. (Photo Courtesy Franklin Public Schools)
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AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!

July at the First Universalist Society in Franklin
The First Universalist Society 

in Franklin (FUSF) is pleased to 
announce our Summer Sunday 
Worship Series each week from 
July 6 through July 27, 2025. 
Please join us each Sunday as 
we explore the Unitarian Uni-
versalist (UU) values of  Equity, 
Transformation, Generosity, In-
terdependence, Justice, Pluralism 
and Love. All services start at 10 
a.m. Afterwards, we invite you to 
stay for cookies and conversation. 

July 6: Yes, And: The 
Spirit of Improv & UU 
Values

Join FUSF member, high 
school teacher, and improv en-
thusiast Emily Steltzer for a joyful 
and interactive worship service 
exploring the surprising connec-
tions between the principles of  
improv and our Unitarian Uni-
versalist values of  generosity and 
equity. Through an introduction 
to the 5 “rules” of  improv and 
playful exercises, we will build 
community, boost confidence, 

and discover how saying “yes, 
and” can deepen our spiritual 
practice. Come ready to engage, 

connect, and leave a little lighter 
and more inspired!

July 13:  A Very Tolkien 
Creation Story

The Fourth Unitarian Univer-
salist Principle says that congre-
gations will affirm and promote 
the free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. As Uni-
tarian Universalists we are chal-
lenged to find our own sources 
of  truth and meaning in our 
lives, whether through sacred 
texts, encounters with nature, 
or the exquisite alchemy of  our 
relationships. FUSF lay leader 
Dave Gerlits will share his own 
search and how he finally found 
a Creation Story that he could 
embrace. It appeared in a most 
unexpected place: the writings of  
J.R.R. Tolkien. 

July 20: The Power of 
Love

The six UU values revolve 
around the principle of  Love. 
Rev. A. Powell Davis empha-
sizes: “None of  our private worlds is 
big enough to live a wholesome life in.  
Love is what we need. To love and be 

loved.”   Join us as FUSF member 
Peter Dennis leads a discussion 
on how love fuels us and helps us 
find meaning, especially in times 
of  uncertainty. We will make 
music together.

July 27: A Conversation 
on Healing

Please join us for a unique dia-
logue with two FUSF members. 
Dr. Priscilla Cogan, psychologist, 
and Duncan Sings Alone, Native 
American Medicine Person, will 
explain and contrast their dif-
ferent approaches to healing the 
self  and others through stories 
and conversation. There will be 
time for questions and some sing-
ing, too.

The First Universalist Society in 
Franklin is a Unitarian Universalist 
Welcoming Congregation located at 
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin MA. 
For further information about FUSF 
please explore our website at fusf.org or 
contact our Interim Minister, the Rev-
erend Beverly Waring at (508) 528-
5348 or minister@fusf.org.  

6th Annual Summer Concert Series at HCA through August 3
Sponsored by Dell 
Technologies

The much-awaited Summer 
Concert Series at HCA is finally 
here! 

Friday and Saturday nights 
through July, we bring 10 incred-
ible bands to get you on your feet 
and dancing. Additionally, we 
will be offering five Sunday jazz 
groups! 

Sponsored by Dell Technolo-
gies, our outdoor amphitheater 
provides the perfect backdrop! 
You only need your lawn chair, 
blanket, and picnic basket to 

enjoy an evening of  rockin’ good 
music. And don’t worry, if  the 
weather doesn’t cooperate, we’ll 
move the concert inside to our 
air-conditioned performance 
space.

So, what are you waiting for? 
Please mark your calendars and 
join us for a summer to remem-
ber at HCA’s Summer Concert 
Series!

To make the arts more acces-
sible to all, this concert is on a 
pay-what-you-can basis.

HCA is located at 98 Hayden 
Rowe St, Hopkinton.

July 4
Hit the Bus, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 

New England’s Party, Rock, and 
Dance Band
July 5

Big Chief  Band, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., MetroWest Boston’s BIG 
CHIEF band’s musical styles in-
clude R&B, swing, boogie-woo-
gie, and Rock ‘n’ Roll.
July 6

Bob Martin Jazz Quartet,11 
a.m. -12:30 p.m., Sunday Sum-
mer Jazz series in our outdoor 
amphitheater. 

July 11
Professor Harp, 6:30-8:30 

p.m., The emanations from his 
harmonica and vocals make it 
clear that Professor Harp has the 
blues of  Texas and the whole vast 
Delta coursing through his veins.
July 12

Racky Thomas Band, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., One of  the coolest 
guys on this side of  the Mason-
Dixon, Racky Thomas, lives and 
breathes the blues.
July 13

Metrowest Jazz Project, 11 
a.m. – 12: 30 p.m., Sunday Sum-
mer Jazz series in our outdoor 
amphitheater.
July 18

The Hipshot Band, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., The Hipshot Band covers 
everything from classic R&B, 
Disco, Soul, Rock, Jazz, Coun-
try, Reggae, Swing, 80’s favorites, 
Motown, and your favorite Top 
40 hits! 
July 19

The Love Dogs, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Take a red-hot horn sec-
tion—alto, tenor, baritone saxo-
phones, and trombone—mixed 
with barrelhouse boogie-woogie 
piano and stinging Fender guitar. 
Combine this with a top-notch 

rhythm section Blues Review 
magazine called “the best in the 
business.”
July 20

Subject2Change, 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Sunday Summer 
Jazz series in our outdoor amphi-
theater.
July 25

The Fat City Band, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Now in its fifth decade, The 
Fat City Band has had the good 
fortune to write, record, and per-
form our unique style of  Blues, 
Roadhouse Rock, Jazz, and New 
Orleans-style R&B for fans and 
friends.
July 26

Gunpowder and Lead, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Get ready to turn up 
the volume and unleash your 
inner country rock star because 
the Gunpowder and Lead Band 
is hitting the stage at HCA!
July 27

Nate Aronow’s Nextet, 11 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Sunday Sum-
mer Jazz series in our outdoor 
amphitheater.
August 3

Stoney’s Wicked Din, 11 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m., Sunday Summer 
Jazz series in our outdoor amphi-
theater.
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THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
AND DOOR EVENT

To get this offer, call to
schedule your FREE consultation.

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE
BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

TOLL
FREE 866-359-1799

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four 
(4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after 
initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus 
accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. +2024 Andersen brand survey of U.S. homeowners. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

 Save the Date: Arts & Culture Symposium Sept. 18th
The Franklin Department of  

Arts, Culture and the Creative 
Economy will hold an Arts & 
Culture Symposium on Septm-
ber 18th and 19th, 2025. 

The upcoming symposium 
(https://www.franklinculture.
org/arts-and-culture-sympo-
sium) will build on this tradi-
tion by providing a platform for 
exchanging ideas and forming 
a regional arts organizing co-
hort. Sessions will dive into pop 
up programming, cultural plan-
ning, and ways to design inviting 
spaces that drive creative and 
economic growth. By spotlight-
ing the transformative power 
of  temporary activations and 

thoughtful design, the event aims 
to strengthen the region’s cultural 
fabric and nurture inclusive, vi-
brant, and resilient communities.

“This year’s arts and culture 
symposium scheduled to take 
place here in Franklin is an excit-
ing gathering of  people who are 
interested in the impact the arts 
can have on a community. The 
arts can and do make extraordi-
nary impacts on a community’s 
identity, its sense of  pride and 
add greatly to its economic vi-
tality. This year’s symposium is 
an opportunity to learn, share, 
dream, partner and plan,” says 
John Ristaino, Franklin Cultural 
Council Chair. 

Register Wins Lawsuit over County in State Supreme Court
Dedham, MA – The seven 

justices of  the highest state 
court in Massachusetts, the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court, ruled in favor of  Norfolk 
Register of  Deeds William P. 
O’Donnell in a lawsuit brought 
against Norfolk County Director 
John J. Cronin and the County 
Commissioners, Joseph P. Shea 
of  Quincy, Peter H. Collins of  
Milton and Richard R. Staiti 
of  Canton.  The Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court wrote, 
“We hold that the defendants’ 
interference with the requested 
transfers was unlawful.”

The Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court, the highest state 
court in the Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts, upheld an 
earlier favorable ruling by Nor-
folk Superior Court Judge Ca-
hillane for the Norfolk Register 
of  Deeds Bill O’Donnell.  Judge 
Cahillane of  Norfolk Superior 
Court who stated in his decision 
that the statute being violated by 
the County Commissioners and 
County Director was “unam-
biguous” ruled:

“In permitting an authorized 
official such as the Register 
to determine whether certain 
transfers within a main group 
may be made, the statute rec-
ognizes that the Register is in 
the best position to understand 
the daily needs of  the Registry 
of  Deeds and to take certain ac-
tions in the interest of  the public 
that elected him.”

The case decided by the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judi-
cial Court was initiated by the 
Norfolk Register of  Deeds on 
October 21, 2022 in response 
to Norfolk County Director 
John J. Cronin’s refusal to allow 
the Register to access approved 
budget funds for Registry opera-
tions and services.  This budget 
was voted on by the 28-member 
Norfolk County Advisory Board 
that represents each of  the 28 
Norfolk County communities. 

Register O’Donnell had 
to file this lawsuit without the 
benefit of  legal representation.  
The Register’s office was not al-
lowed an attorney to represent 
the office and the interests of  
the Registry of  Deeds.  Despite 

not having an attorney Register 
O’Donnell secured favorable 
rulings in the Norfolk Superior 
Court and the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court and the Mas-

sachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court.

The decision in favor of  the 
Register of  Deeds by the Su-
preme Judicial Court can be 

viewed here.  Click to see deci-
sion: https://www.norfolkdeeds.
org/wp-content/uploads/
Supreme-Judicial-Court-No.-
SJC-13669.pdf

GET NOTICED!
For rates and info on advertising your business, 

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 
or email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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A Summer Vacation Destination for your 
Pup at Dogtopia
By Jennifer Russo

With Summer upon us, 
many of  us are looking forward 
to upcoming vacation plans – a 
relaxing day at the beach with 
our feet up, a barbecue with 
friends and family, and some 
well-deserved time off from the 
day-to-day. Our precious ca-
nine family members are super 
lucky though, because EVERY 
day can be a fun day at a place 
where they can play with their 
friends, have some yummy 
treats, enjoy a leisurely nap, and 
be their perfectly puppy selves. 

Dogtopia, located in the 
Franklin Village Plaza, is like 
a bougie vacation destination, 
with a state-of-the-art facility 
and a staff of  certified, dog-
loving team members ready to 
spoil your dog – making sure 
they have everything they need 
to have the most amazing time 
while you work, get some shop-
ping done, have appointments to 
get to, or have a trip they can’t 
join you for.

As pup-parents, it’s important 
to know that our animals receive 
the very best care. Dogtopia has 
rigorous safety standards, with 
compressed rubber flooring 
that helps with long-term joint 
health, pet-safe cleaning prod-
ucts, and spacious, climate-con-
trolled playrooms.

Each of  the three playrooms 
is supervised, and dogs are 
grouped by similar size, tem-

perament, and play style. Pups 
are socialized safely, given basic 
behavioral education, have the 
opportunity for agility exercises 
and brain games, and provided 
with an open-play environment 
that will help them release all of  
their pent-up energy and stay fit. 

There is even a Bark Bar – 
yes, you read that right! The 
bar has special treats available 
for parents to purchase for their 
companions, like chicken or 
salmon protein bowls, pupsicles, 
and a smoothie of  the month. 

Ultimately, Dogtopia is com-
mitted to giving the pups a happy, 
loving, and safe environment to 
play and learn in. Pup-parents 
can check in whenever they’d 
like, with live webcams in every 
playroom, and periodic report 
cards to keep them in the loop. 

Is your family going on a 
vacation where your pup can’t 
join? Give them a vacation 
of  their own with Dogtopia’s 
boarding services! It’s a home 
away from home, where your 
four-legged friend will be well 
cared for and pampered. They 
will enjoy fun-filled days with 
their friends, rest comfortably 
and safely, and can even enjoy 
spa services while you are away!

Dogtopia is all about com-
munity, offering not only the best 
in care, but also events that cli-
ents can take part in with their 
pups, like craft days, photo days, 
themed parties, and more! 

Check out some of the 
July events they have 
planned! 

Passport to Dogtopia: Grand 
Canyon - July 1
Passport to Dogtopia: Machu 
Picchu- July 2
July 4th BBQ- July 4
Passport to Dogtopia: Galápagos 
Islands- July 7  
Passport to Dogtopia:Antarctica- 
July 8  
Birthday/Gotcha Day celebra-
tion - July 10
Passport to Dogtopia: Pyramids 
of  Giza- July 11
Passport to Dogtopia: Madagas-
car- July 14 
Passport to Dogtopia: Sahara 

Desert- July 15
Wellness Wednesday- July 16
Passport to Dogtopia: Stone-
henge- July 18
Mini Monday- July 21  
Passport to Dogtopia: Eiffel 
Tower- July 23
Passport to Dogtopia: Leaning 
Tower of  Pisa- July 24
Foundation Friday- July 25
Passport to Dogtopia: Great Bar-
rier Reef- July 28
Back Home for Scruffy’s Birth-
day!- July 29th 

Does your pup need a 
place for socialization, 
exercise, love, and 
endless fun? Curious 
about how to get 
started?

The Dogtopia staff  under-
stands that every dog is different 
and a one-size-fits-all approach 
is not what works best. New cli-

ents bring their dog in for a meet 
and greet with a trained evalua-
tor, which helps determine their 
overall wellness and personality, 
comfort level in the space (for fun 
and playtime), and a crate (for 
naptime or boarding), and how 
they interact with staff and other 
dogs. 

All dogs need to be at least 
12 weeks of  age and must be up 
to date on all required vaccina-
tions (Rabies, Canine Influenza, 
DHPP, and Bordetella). Dogs 7 
months old and up must also be 
spayed/neutered. If  you don’t 
have the records on hand, Dog-
topia is able to call your vet and 
obtain them for you.

“At Franklin Village Dogtopia, 
let us be your one-stop shop for 
all pup things! Between safety, 
extra snuggles, and lots of  fun, 
we always strive to make it the 
most exciting day ever for you 
and your dog!” says Dogtopia 
District Manager Naomi Paige.

Learn more about Dogtopia 
of  Franklin Village and their 
amazing services by visiting 
https://www.dogtopia.com/
massachusetts-franklin-village/ 
or check out their Instagram at 
@DogtopiaFranklinVillage.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PROTECT YOUR HOME NOW!
Call WPC for preventative outside barriers this summer

WPC Pest & 
Termite Control

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

Don’t Tolerate
ELIMINATE!

CALL THE LOCAL 
GUYS FIRST!

LICENSED & INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert 
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you 
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along 
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater 
Boston area.  

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County

Choose Vendetti Collision Center

 We handle your car with the best of 
care every step of the way

Vendetti Motors
 (508) 520-5189 
411 W Central St | Franklin, MA 02038
Lic# RS0002838

• Free Estimates
• Towing Available
• Rental Assistance
• 4.9 stars on google

• We work on most makes and models
• Detailing services
• Lifetime warranty
• State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment
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Register Now for SUMMER Camps
obstacle courses, games, crafts, and more.

Week 1: JULY 14 - July 18: 9:00am -3:00 pm 
Week 2: JULY 21- July 25: 9:00am -3:00 pm
Week 3: JULY 28 - August 1: 9:00-3:00 pm

♦ Half Day Campers - 9:00am-12:00pm
 ♦ Full Day Campers - 9:00am-3:00pm  

Visit our website or call/email the studio to register: 
Expressdanceandacro.com 

508-478-9222 | expressda5678@gmail.com
Like us on our new Facebook account Express Dance Tumble and Cheer 

and follow us on instagram.  

Fall registration now open! 
Visit our website to register and create your own schedule!

Franklin Secures Lower Electricity Rate for Franklin 
Residents 
Program Has Saved Ratepayers an Esti-
mated $16.7M over 4 Years

 Franklin, MA – The Town 
is pleased to announce that 
when the current electricity sup-
ply agreement expires with the 
Community Choice Power Sup-
ply Program in November 2025, 
a new agreement with a lower 
fixed rate of  13.9 cents per kilo-
watt-hour (kWh) will commence 
and remain in effect through No-
vember of  2028. 

The newly secured supply 
rate of  13.9 cents per kilowatt-
hour (kWh) is 1.2 cents less than 
the current rate of  15.1 cents per 
kWh and reflects an anticipated 
average savings of  $7 per month, 
or $84 annually, assuming an 
average household usage of  600 
kWh per month. 

Since its inception in Novem-
ber 2020, the Town of  Franklin 
has successfully saved Franklin 
residents and small businesses an 
estimated $16.7 million in elec-
tricity costs by securing a fixed 
supply rate through the Commu-
nity Choice Power Supply Pro-
gram. State law allows the town 
to partake in aggregate energy 
supply pricing in an effort to se-
cure more competitive rates than 
what is offered through basic Na-
tional Grid supply service. 

“In this challenging fiscal cli-
mate, the Town of  Franklin is 

pleased to offer some financial 
relief  to our residents and small 
businesses through continued 
participation in the Community 
Choice Power Supply Program,” 
stated Town Administrator Jamie 
Hellen. 

In addition to its cost saving 
benefits, the Franklin Commu-
nity Choice Power Supply Pro-
gram also promotes the Town’s 
commitment to lowering carbon 
emissions. The energy supplied 
through the new contract meets 
Massachusetts’ renewable energy 
requirements at 63% renewable 
(69% in 2026); and, for the first 
time, Franklin residents will also 
have the option to utilize energy 
that is 100% renewable and lo-
cally sourced at a rate of  16.6 
cents per kWh. While its rate is 
1.5 cents per kWh higher than 
the current contracted rate, this 
local option accomplishes a goal 
of  the recently approved 2025 
townwide Master Plan.

“As a Certified Green Com-
munity since 2018, Franklin is 
committed to further reducing 
its carbon footprint, and this pro-
gram allows us to do so through 
the use of  renewable energy” 
commented Jamie Hellen. “We 
are excited to provide residents 
and ratepayers with the option 

to source 100% of  their renew-
able energy locally, which has 
been implemented as part of  the 
Town’s Master Plan and in re-
sponse to community feedback.”

This contract does not pro-
hibit any resident or small busi-
ness from procuring their own 
electricity distribution separately. 

The Franklin Community 
Choice Power Supply Program 
is an electricity aggregation pro-
gram that allows a municipality 
to purchase electricity in bulk 
on behalf  of  its residential and 
small business customers. The 
goal of  municipal aggregation is 
to stabilize energy costs, deliver 
savings to ratepayers, reduce the 
community’s carbon footprint, 
and enhance local control in its 
energy purchasing. Currently, 
8,492 meters are enrolled in the 
program and Franklin ratepay-
ers have saved a combined 16.7 
million dollars as of  December 
2024. 

Residents and business own-
ers who are already enrolled in 
Franklin’s Community Choice 
Power Supply Program will be 
automatically re-enrolled in the 
program with the Town’s stan-
dard product at the new rate of  
13.9 cents per kWh, and will re-
ceive an informational postcard 
from Colonial Power Group 
thirty days before the new rates 
take effect. The postcard will in-
clude the name and contact in-

formation of  the new supplier, 
instructions on how to select the 
locally sourced energy product 
at a rate of  16.6 cents per kWh 
instead of  the Town’s standard 
product, how to opt-out of  the 
program, and other important 
details.

Residents and business owners 
that are not enrolled will need to 
opt into the program if  interested 
in participating.  To opt into the 
program with our current sup-
plier, Dynegy Energy Services, at 
the rate of  15.1 cents per kWh, 
call Dynegy at (866) 220-5696 or 
visit https://colonialpowergroup.
com/franklin/. Enrolled partici-
pants will be automatically re-en-
rolled with the new supplier and 
rates when the agreement takes 
effect later this year.  Anyone who 
wishes to opt into the program 
after the new agreement com-
mences will need to visit the

Town’s Municipal Aggrega-
tion Website or contact the Town 
Administration Office at (508) 

520-4949 for more information.
There are no fees for enroll-

ment or cancellation.  However, 
residents and business owners 
with a supplier block on their 
account must contact National 
Grid at (800) 322-3223 to have 
the block removed in order to 
participate in this program. Ad-
ditionally, anyone already locked 
into an existing contract with an-
other third-party supplier is ad-
vised to verify the contract terms 
before switching, as they may be 
subject to penalties or early ter-
mination fees charged by that 
supplier.

Residents and ratepayers seek-
ing enrollment status are advised 
to contact Colonial Power Group 
at (866) 485-5858 ext. 1 or colo-
nialpowergroup.com/franklin. 

Learn more about the Town 
of  Franklin’s Community 
Choice Power Supply Program 
at https://www.franklinma.
gov/163/Municipal-Aggrega-
tion.

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Call Art  @ Call Art  @ 
508 .801 .0825508 .801 .0825

✓ Improve the  
look of your yard 

✓ Keeps carpenter  
ants & wasps away

✓ No chance of  
trip and fall

STUMP GRINDING
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
Your Best Summer Hair Ever 
Easy Ways to Keep Your Hair Healthy All Summer Long
By Gina Woelfel

Feel that sunshine? The lon-
ger days and poolside vibes mean 
summer is in full swing—and it’s 
the perfect time to brighten your 
blonde with a beachy balayage or 
lighten up your look. But while 
you’re soaking up the season, 
your hair might be soaking up 
something else: UV rays, chlo-
rine, and mineral-heavy water.

The result? Dryness, dullness, 
and yes—even that dreaded 
green tint. Don’t worry—we’ve 
got you covered with easy ways to 
keep your hair healthy, vibrant, 
and summer-ready.

Why Does Hair Turn 
Green in the Summer?

Most people think chlorine is 
the main culprit, but that’s only 
part of  the story. The real issue? 
Metals in the water—especially 
copper.

Copper is often found in pool 
water, particularly those filled 
with well water or treated with 
copper-based algaecides. When 
chlorine oxidizes these metals, 
they bond to the proteins in your 
hair. The result? A greenish pa-

tina—just like an old penny.
And if  you think saltwater 

pools are a safer bet, think again. 
Saltwater systems still produce 
chlorine—they just do it differ-
ently—so your hair is still ex-
posed to the same oxidizing 
effects.

The good news? A few proac-
tive steps can go a long way to-
ward protecting your hair from 
turning green, getting dry, or 
fading in the sun. Read on for 
our expert tips.

Pre-Wet and Protect
Dry hair acts like a sponge, 

quickly soaking up chlorine, salt, 
and other chemicals. Before you 
swim, thoroughly saturate your 
hair with clean, filtered water, 
then apply a protective hair oil. 
We recommend favorites like our 
own b.LUXE BEFORE Oil, Gold-
well’s STYLESIGN Weightless Shine-
Oil, KERASILK’s Multi-Benefit Hair 
Oil, or Oribe’s Gold Lust Nourishing 
Hair Oil. This simple step helps 
block harsh chemicals and seals 
in moisture to keep your hair soft, 
shiny, and protected.

Don’t Be Afraid of a Swim 
Cap

Not just for Olympic athletes 
anymore, swim caps are a smart 
(and often cute) option if  you 
swim frequently. Choose one 
made from silicone or lycra for a 
more comfortable, hair-friendly 
fit. Bonus: they keep your blow-
out intact longer!

Ditch Copper-Based Al-
gaecides

If  you maintain your own 
pool, check the ingredients in 
your algaecide. Copper-free op-
tions are now widely available. 
You can also test your water’s 

metal content with simple strips 
from your local pool store and 
use metal removers or filters as 
needed.

Start with Healthy Hair
Dry, brittle hair is more prone 

to damage and discoloration. In-
vest in regular conditioning treat-
ment like KERASILK’s Recovery 
Mask to strengthen and seal the 
hair cuticle.

Rinse and Clarify
After swimming, wash your 

hair as soon as possible to rinse 
away chlorine, salt, and other 
impurities. If  you swim regularly, 
we recommend using a clarify-
ing shampoo every 1–2 weeks to 
deeply cleanse and maintain hair 
health. We love the Kerasilk sham-
poo line—all formulas include a 
chelating agent, which gently 
removes mineral build-up with-
out stripping essential moisture, 
leaving your hair clean, soft, and 
balanced.

Struggling with Hard 
Water at Home?

Clean, healthy hair starts 
with clean water. Hard water 
can dull your color—especially 
blondes—and cause unwanted 
discoloration or fading. That’s 
why b.LUXE now carries the 
Kitsch Water Filter, designed to re-
duce chlorine and other impuri-
ties while being gentle on your 
hair, skin, and nails. Best of  all, 
it won’t affect your shower pres-

sure, so you can enjoy your wash-
time ritual without compromise.

Got Green? Here’s How to 
Fix It

Have you noticed a greenish 
tint in your hair? Don’t worry—
it’s totally fixable. Book a demin-
eralizing treatment at b.LUXE, 
like Malibu C’s Crystal Gel Demin-
eralizer, to remove the build-up of  
metals and impurities that cause 
discoloration. Your stylist may 
also recommend a gloss or glaze 
to rebalance your tone and bring 
back that healthy shine.

A Little Prep Goes a Long 
Way

Summer should be all about 
fun in the sun—not damage con-
trol. With just a few extra steps 
and the right products, you can 
enjoy the pool, the beach, and 
everything in between without 
sacrificing your hair color or 
health.

Are you setting your summer 
hair goals? Book a consultation 
or conditioning treatment with 
b.LUXE today—we’ll help you 
stay shiny, strong, and green-free 
all season long.

Call the studio at (508) 321-
1624 or book online at bluxe.
com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

SUMMER
2025

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 
HAIR SERVICES

Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com
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131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Franklin LGBTQ 
Alliance July Events
Brunch with Non-Scene Friends

Saturday July 5th from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Mak’s Roast Beef, 
451 West Central St., Franklin. Enjoy great food with great friends!

Card Games on the Common
Thursday July 10th (the second Thursday this month) from 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m. at the Franklin Town Common, 200 Main St., Franklin. 
Come join the FLA in playing some relaxing card games on the com-
mon! Games will be provided but feel free to bring your own!

Queer Book Club
Wednesday July 16th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Franklin TV and 

Radio, 23 Hutchinson St., Franklin. Join the FLA in our discussion 
on So Many Stars: An Oral History of  Trans, Nonbinary, Genderqueer, and 
Two-Spirit People of  Color, by Caro De Robertis. This book is a “first-
of-its-kind, deeply personal, and moving oral history of  a generation 
of  trans and gender nonconforming elders of  color—from leading 
activists to artists to ordinary citizens.”

Gazebo Built by Woodstock 
Building Associates for New 
Children’s Museum of Franklin

Franklin, MA - The 
highly anticipated Chil-
dren’s Museum of  Franklin 
recently celebrated another 
step toward opening the 
new interactive education 
and imagination center with 
the installation of  a special 
gazebo built by Woodstock 
Building Associates, based 
in Franklin, MA and Wood-
stock, CT. 

Opening to the public 
this summer at 157 Cottage 
Street, the Children’s Mu-
seum of  Franklin will offer 
exhibit space for children 0–10 
years old, programming for el-
ementary and middle school stu-
dents, volunteer and leadership 
opportunities for high school stu-
dents, and internships for college 
students.  “An integral piece of  
the museum’s Imaginative Play 
Downtown, the gazebo offers a 
gross motor opportunity for our 
younger visitors,” says Franklin 
mom and co-Founder of  the 
501(c)3 non-profit children’s mu-
seum, Erin Gallagher. “As the 
first significant exhibit feature 
to be installed at Children’s Mu-
seum of  Franklin, this gazebo 

truly represented a milestone for 
this non-profit and the commu-
nity it will serve. We were thrilled 
to work with a local organization 
to create a piece that, as in any 
downtown, can truly become 
the heart of  this exhibit. WBA 
went above and beyond with 
its thought and craftsmanship 
throughout the process. We are 
thrilled with the final product!”

Steven Keene, Principal and 
Team Leader at Woodstock 
Building Associates said, “We’re 
proud to contribute to such an 
interactive and inspiring project 
for the children of  Franklin. Our 

design and carpentry 
team truly enjoyed de-
signing, fabricating, and 
assembling the gazebo. 
It’s been a joy to see it 
become part of  the mu-
seum’s vision.” A father 
of  young children him-
self, Steve is impressed 
by the efforts of  Erin 
and co-founder Meg 
Hagen for the Franklin 
community and beyond. 
“WBA is honored to 
support their mission of  
creating a welcoming, 

imaginative space where children 
can learn, play, and grow.”

At press time, Children’s 
Museum of  Franklin was seek-
ing donors for the final stretch 
of  its fundraising efforts before 
it could open its doors. In late 
June, a “Squares for a Cause” 
fundraiser was launched, 
posted on the “All about Frank-
lin Mass” Facebook page. To 
view the available squares, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/Childrens-
MusSquares, and visit the page 
for further details. To donate 
directly, visit www.childrens-
museumfranklin.org/donate. 
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SERVICES:
• Botox
• Fillers
• Hydrafacial
• Laser Hair Removal
• Facial Rejuvenation
• IPL Photofacial 
• Non-invasive Fat Reduction
• Skin Tightening
• Muscle Toning
• FUE Hair Transplants
• PRP
• Microblading
• Waxing/brow tint/lash lift
• ZO Skin Health
• Men’s Testosterone Replacement Therapy
• Women’s Hormone Replacement Therapy

FOR MORE INFO
PLEASE CALL

508-530-9600

435 King Street, Franklin MA

MATT
AZULAY-LAFEVER

NP-C

$75 OFF$75 OFF  
* 

NEW CLIENT
SERVICE

*EXCLUDES
WAXING & BROWS

St. Mary Parish Celebrates 
Longtime Educator

On June 21st, St. Mary Par-
ish celebrated Karen Ackles’ 30 
years of  service to the St. Mary 
Par-ish Religious Education Pro-
gram. Parishioners honored Ack-
les at the 4 p.m. Mass.

After many years of  dedica-
tion and hard work teaching 
the children of  St. Mary Parish, 
Karen is retiring. “We wish her 
much luck and prayers for the fu-
ture as she enjoys her retirement 
with her family and friends,” the 
Parish wrote in a statement. 

Karen has led the St. Mary’s 
CCD program for thirty years 
in the Director role.  St. Mary’s 
notes she has been committed 
and passionate in supporting the 
families and children of  Franklin 
through this effort without ex-
ception. She has lived and loved 
this role in our community with 
amazing dedication, and she will 
be missed!

Annual St. Mary’s 
Benefit Car Show & 
Community Event to 
be held Sept. 6
Sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus Council 
#1562

The Knights of  Columbus 
Council #1562 of  St. Mary’s Par-
ish is thrilled to announce the re-
turn of  the Annual Car Show & 
Community Event on Sat., Sept. 
6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Ux-
bridge High School, 300 Quaker 
Highway, Uxbridge. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m.

This community event prom-
ises a day filled with classic and 
custom cars, family-friendly ac-
tivities, local vendors, music, 
food, raffles, and more, all in sup-
port of  local charitable initiatives.

Get Involved, support a wor-
thy cause. Knights of  Colum-
bus Council #1562 has proudly 
served Uxbridge and surround-
ing communities for generations, 
promoting faith, family, and ser-
vice. Proceeds from the Car Show 
and Family Fun Day will support 
local charities, and Knights’ pro-
grams that assist those in need.

Ways to participate:

• Event sponsorships: Gain ex-
posure for your business or 
organization. Sponsorships 
include signage, online rec-
ognition, and booth space 
options.

• Vendor tables: Local artisans, 
businesses, and community 
groups are invited to reserve 
space to sell or promote their 
goods and services. Limited 
spaces available.

• Donations welcome: We 
gratefully accept raffle items, 
gift cards, services, or mon-
etary donations to support 
our mission and event ex-
penses.

• Attend the event: Join us for 
a fun-filled day! Mark your 
calendar for Sept. 6, 2025

Event highlights:

• Display of  classic, muscle, 
and antique cars, trucks & 
motorcycles

• Family-friendly activities, 
games, and kids’ entertain-
ment

• Food trucks, refreshments, 
and local treats

• DJ music, raffles, and a 
50/50 drawing

For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/StMarysUxbridge-
CarShow2025.

Call to Action, be a part of  
something bigger. Help us build 
a stronger community—one 
good deed at a time. To become 
a sponsor, reserve a vendor table, 
or contribute a donation, please 
contact Phil Cieply at (508) 509-
8870 or pcieply@msn.com, or 
Jeff Richard at (508) 475-8950 or 
jlfad5@verizon.net.  

Join Knights of  Columbus 
Council #1562 for a day of  cars, 
community, and compassion. See 
you there!

PLEASE RECYCLE
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H2T Skin and Laser Center – 
Where Medical Expertise Meets 
Aesthetic Excellence
By Jennifer Russo

Aesthetic medicine has seen a 
surge in popularity in recent years 
as more people seek non-invasive 
treatments to enhance their ap-
pearance, boost confidence, and 
maintain a youthful glow. H2T 
Skin and Laser Center, with lo-
cations in Franklin and Foxboro, 
is redefining what it means to 
receive advanced skincare and 
cosmetic treatments – it isn’t 
just another med spa, but a fully 
comprehensive medical practice 
led by a highly specialized Nurse 
Practitioner combining clinical 
knowledge with the art of  beauty 
to deliver safe, science-backed, 
and stunning results. This sets 
H2T apart in the very best way.

With over 25 years in the med-
ical field and 12 years in medical 
aesthetics, owner Matt Azulay-
LaFever, NP-C, brings a deep 
understanding of  anatomy, skin 
physiology, and patient health. 
This extensive training in both 
general medicine and specialized 
care allows H2T to perform the 
most advanced procedures, while 
also being able to evaluate under-
lying skin conditions and make 
medically informed decisions 
that prioritize the well-being of  
the client.

“I was a nurse at Mass Gen-
eral Hospital when a colleague 
approached me and was telling 
me about a course he planned 
to take for injectable skin care, 
and it sounded interesting to me. 
So, I went to the course as well 
because I wanted to learn more 
about it,” shares owner Matt 
Azulay-LaFever.

“The minute I started doing it, 
I had a passion for it. I was able 
to use the skills I learned at my 
husband’s salon a couple of  days 
per week, and my clientele grew 
by referral more than I could’ve 
imagined. I knew it was what I 
wanted to be doing and was able 
to grow my own business doing 
what I love.”

The head-to-toe, full-service 
center offers an expansive menu 
of  the most innovative treat-
ments, including Botox and 
fillers, skin rejuvenation and 
regenerative therapies, Hydra-
Facial, Collagen Induction Ther-
apy, chemical peels, laser and 

energy treatments such as laser 
hair removal and IPL, and well-
ness services such as hormone re-
placement for men and women, 
vitamin injections, and food sen-
sitivity testing. They even offer 
non-invasive hair loss therapies 
and FUE hair transplant services.

H2T also offers body con-
touring, cellulite reduction, and 
muscle toning, as well as skin 
tightening – which has become 
popular due to rapid fat loss from 
semaglutide and tirzepatide in-
jectables, that often lead to facial 
volume loss and loose or sagging 
skin, making someone appear 
older. Matt recommends that if  
you are using weight loss inject-
ables, get ahead of  these issues by 
starting these therapies while you 
are using them. 

“There is absolutely no pres-
sure here. I am not a salesman - 
I am a healthcare provider first 
and foremost. Skin health is a 
journey, and there is no one-and-
done approach. I can prescribe 
treatment plans, but my clients 
are the ones who set the pace, 
moving as quickly or as slowly as 
they are comfortable. For me, it 
really is about making people’s 
lives better,” says Matt.

Clients benefit from cus-
tom-tailored treatment plans, 
grounded in medical science but 
delivered with an artistic eye. 
The result? Natural-looking en-
hancements, youthful skin, and 
a radiant glow that boosts and 
reflects inner confidence.

The center offers Visia Skin 
Analysis, which is an innovative 
technology that scans your face 
to analyze skin health and reveal 
any underlying issues with the 
skin, like UV damage, brown 
spots, wrinkles, and other things 
you may not see with the naked 
eye. This is great for someone 
coming in who isn’t quite sure 
which service or services would 
be most beneficial for them. 
Through this tool, H2T can pin-
point areas of  concern and cre-
ate a treatment plan.

H2T is a full-spectrum skin 
health destination. The center 
also features ZO Skin Health 
products, a medical-grade skin-
care line that provides solutions 
for acne, dehydration, redness, 
aging, and other concerns. The 

H2T Skin team can provide 
guidance on building routines 
that support long-term skin well-
ness.

This combination of  expert 
care, medical leadership, and ad-
vanced technology makes H2T a 

trusted choice for clients not only 
in Franklin but from across the 
region. It is an upscale, comfort-
able, and relaxing environment 
with a commitment to clinical 
excellence, ethical practice, and 
personalized results.

You can find H2T Skin and 
Laser Center at 435 King Street 
in Franklin, and at 17 Cocasset 
Street in Foxboro. Learn more 
about their services or book a 
consultation/appointment at 
www.h2tskin.com and follow 
them on Instagram at @h2tski-
nandlasercenter

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 5.49% 
APR

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit UnionThe Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union  
AUTO LOANS
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Living Healthy
Summer Eye Safety
Stay Safe This 4th of July

By: Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

We all use sunscreen to protect 
our skin, but it’s important not to 
forget your eyes. Summer means 
more time outdoors, and sunlight 
can be harmful to your eyes just 
as it is to your skin. Bright sun-
light increases the risk of  cata-
racts, macular degeneration, and 
even eye cancer. This risk is the 
same when using indoor tanning 
beds, so protecting your eyes 
from artificial UV light matters 
as much as shielding them from 
natural sunlight. If  you’re spend-
ing time at the beach or pool, be 
aware that sunlight reflecting off 
water and sand can cause pho-
tokeratitis, a painful condition 
sometimes called snow blindness.

Everyone, regardless of  age 
or skin color, is vulnerable to UV 
damage, but children are espe-
cially at risk because their eyes 
absorb more UV rays. People 

with light-colored eyes may also 
be more susceptible to certain eye 
diseases linked to UV exposure, 
including eye cancer. Addition-
ally, people with eye conditions 
like retinal dystrophy might be 
more sensitive to UV damage.

One of  the most common eye 
problems linked to sun exposure 
is cataracts, which is a clouding 
of  the eye’s lens. The lens needs 
to be clear to focus light prop-
erly on the retina for good vi-
sion. Years of  sun exposure are 
a major factor in cataract devel-
opment, which is why cataract 
surgery is the most frequently 
performed surgery in the United 
States.

Despite the risks, many people 
don’t realize how important it is 
to protect their eyes from UV 
rays. A survey by the American 
Academy of  Ophthalmology 
found that only about half  of  
those who wear sunglasses check 

whether they block UV light. 
Fortunately, protecting your eyes 
is simple. Sunglasses should be 
labeled as providing 100% UV 
protection or UV400 to block 
both UV-A and UV-B rays. 
Choosing wraparound styles 
helps prevent UV rays from en-
tering around the edges. Even 
if  you wear contact lenses that 
block UV rays, you still need to 
wear sunglasses for full protec-
tion. Wearing a wide-brimmed 
hat along with your sunglasses 
adds extra defense from sunlight.

Children need special care 
too. It’s best to keep them out 
of  direct sunlight during midday 
when the sun’s rays are strongest, 
and make sure they always wear 

sunglasses and hats when outside. 
Many people think clouds block 
UV rays, but this is not true; 
the sun’s rays can pass through 
clouds, haze, and fog, causing 
damage at any time of  the year—
not just in summer. Be especially 
cautious when near water, snow, 
or at high altitudes, where sun-
light is more intense because it 
reflects off these surfaces.

With these simple precau-
tions, you and your family can 
enjoy the summer safely while 
protecting your vision.

Fireworks: Enjoy the 
Celebration Safely

With Independence Day ap-
proaching, many people look 
forward to fireworks. While 
professional displays are gener-
ally safe, backyard fireworks can 
cause serious injuries. Most fire-
work injuries happen between 
late June and late July. Each year 
about 16,000 people go to emer-
gency rooms because of  fire-
works-related injuries, and there 
are roughly 18 deaths. The num-
ber of  minor injuries that don’t 
require ER visits is even higher.

Many people believe those 
lighting fireworks are at the high-
est risk, but it’s the bystanders 
who are most often hurt. About 
65% of  firework-related emer-
gency room visits are by people 
watching from the sidelines. Inju-
ries most commonly affect hands, 
fingers, legs, head, face, ears, and 
arms. Small fireworks and spar-
klers, often considered safer and 
used near children, still cause 
many injuries.

Eye injuries from fireworks 
can be especially devastating. 
The eyes are very delicate, and 
sparks, flames, smoke, or flying 
debris from fireworks can cause 
permanent damage. Common 
eye injuries include scratches on 
the cornea, detached retinas, 
ruptured eyeballs, and burns. 
Any injury to the eye should be 
treated as a medical emergency. 
If  you suffer an eye injury from 
fireworks, seek immediate care. 
To avoid risks, leave fireworks to 
the professionals and enjoy a safe 
celebration.

Advances in Cataract 
Surgery

If  the sun caught up with you 
and you now have cataracts and 
need surgery, new technology 
can greatly improve your results. 

Bladeless laser cataract surgery 
is a major advancement that is 
FDA-approved and widely used 
by leading ophthalmologists. 
This method offers greater preci-
sion and safety compared to tra-
ditional surgery and often allows 
correction of  astigmatism at the 
same time, resulting in better vi-
sion outcomes.

Why Choose Milford 
Franklin Eye Center?

At Milford Franklin Eye 
Center, we provide high-quality 
sunglasses with full UV protec-
tion at our optical service. For 
those needing cataract surgery, 
Dr. Roger Kaldawy was the first 
surgeon in the area, and among 
the first in Massachusetts, to offer 
bladeless laser-assisted cataract 
surgery. Dr. Dan Liu in our prac-
tice, offers the same services. We 
use premium lenses that correct 
vision at all distances, including 
near, far, and everything in be-
tween. Thanks to bladeless laser 
technology, even patients with 
astigmatism can now enjoy ex-
cellent results.

Our surgeries take place in 
a certified, accredited surgery 
center in Milford, where an an-
esthesiologist is always present to 
ensure your safety and comfort. 
This level of  care is not typical 
for all practices; some perform 
surgery in-office without an an-
esthesiologist, which is not en-
dorsed by professional societies 
or Medicare. If  you have been 
offered office-based cataract sur-
gery, call us for a second opinion.

With more than 24 years of  
experience and tens of  thou-
sands of  procedures performed, 
we are proud to offer state-of-the-
art medical and surgical eye care 
to our community. Your vision 
comes first with us.

Protect your eyes this summer 
by wearing proper sunglasses, 
using hats, avoiding direct sun 
during peak hours, and celebrat-
ing holidays safely. If  it’s time for 
cataract surgery, advanced op-
tions are available to restore your 
vision better than ever. At Mil-
ford Franklin Eye Center, we’re 
here to help you see clearly for 
many summers to come.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 
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Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Come See All The New 
Wide Shoes For Summer

Mention this ad for 
$15 OFF 

your purchase
Expires July 31, 2025

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Franklin English Language Education 
Department Hosts Family Event at 
Franklin Public Library

Franklin, MA - On May 21, 
students and families joined to-
gether to connect with each other 
and learn more about community 
and school programs, including 
Franklin’s English Learner Parent 
Advisory Council (ELPAC).

ELPAC serves as a bridge to 
bring families, schools and com-
munities together in meaningful 
ways and encourages family en-
gagement. The program fosters 
a shared commitment to student 
success.

“Through open communi-
cation, translation support and 
culturally inclusive practices, 
Franklin Public Schools is com-
mitted to creating welcoming 
environments where families feel 
valued, connected, and empow-
ered to support their children’s 
education,” said Assistant Super-
intendent Rogers.

English Language Education Teachers made this event possible. From 
left to right, Superintendent Lucas Giguere, Lovely Ariste, Giselle 
Bush, Rebecca Walsh, Sonia Vaz-Brune, Children’s Librarian Caleigh 
Keating, Amanda Goddard, Caitlin Lucarelli, Assistant Superintendent 
Tina Rogers, Johanna Townsend, Kaytee Vetrano, and Food Pantry 
Client Service Manager Laura Du. (Photo Courtesy Franklin Public 
Schools)

Free Summer Lunches for Youth Return to Local 
Communities

North Attleboro, MA -The 
Hockomock Area YMCA is 
proud to announce the return 
of  its Free Summer Lunch Pro-
gram, providing nutritious meals 
to youth ages 1–18 at multiple 
locations across the region. This 
initiative, part of  the YMCA’s 
ongoing commitment to food 
access and community well-
being, ensures that children and 
families have access to healthy 
meals throughout the summer 
months when school is not in 
session.

Beginning the week of  June 
23, free lunches will be available 
at the following sites: 

•	 Memorial Elementary 
School – Milford

	 12 Walnut Street, Milford, 
MA

	 Monday through Friday | 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

	 June 23 – August 15
•	 Bellingham Public Library
	 100 Blackstone Street, Bell-

ingham, MA

	 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day | 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.

	 June 24 – August 14
•	 Jackson Elementary School 

– Plainville
	 68 Messenger Street, Plain-

ville, MA
	 Tuesdays & Thursdays | 

12:15 p.m. – 1 p.m.
	 June 24 – August 14

No registration is required, 
and all children and teens are 
welcome to participate. A free 
lunch will be given to each child 
and the adult accompanying 
them. Meals are served in a safe, 
welcoming environment, and 
families are encouraged to at-
tend together.

“This program is about 
more than just food—it’s about 
community,” said Jim Downs, 
CEO of  the Hockomock Area 
YMCA. “We are proud to part-
ner with local schools and librar-
ies to ensure that no child goes 
hungry during the summer.”

The Summer Lunch Pro-
gram is part of  the YMCA’s 
broader food access efforts, 
which include weekly food distri-
bution and year-round support 
for families facing food insecu-
rity. For more information, visit 
https://www.hockymca.org/
summer-lunch-program.

USDA Non-
Discrimination 
Statement:

In accordance with Federal 
civil rights law and U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and poli-
cies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and in-
stitutions participating in or ad-
ministering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, disability, age, or re-
prisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by 
USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of  
communication for program 
information (e.g. Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.), should con-
tact the Agency (State or local) 
where they applied for benefits. 
Individuals who are deaf, hard 
of  hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Ser-
vice at (800) 877-8339. Addi-
tionally, program information 
may be made available in lan-
guages other than English. 

To file a program complaint 
of  discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 
found online at: http://www.
ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fil-

ing_cust.html, and at any USDA 
office, or write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of  the information re-
quested in the form. To request 
a copy of  the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992. Submit 
your completed form or letter to 
USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of  
Agriculture 

Office of  the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@

usda.gov. 
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

For rates and info on advertising your business, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 

email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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NEW ENGLAND NEW ENGLAND 
REGLAZEREGLAZE

NOWNOW  

$349$349
COLOR, TRAVEL, MAY APPLY.

www.newenglandwww.newenglandreglazereglaze.com.com

WE DO ANY TUB!
CALL NOW CALL NOW 

617-895-7771617-895-7771

DON’T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT! 
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

SAVE  

$100  
WITH AD

Reg. $449

837 Upper Union St., Unit C16, Franklin, MA
CALL: 508-346-3020   |   TEXT: 508-784-1800

Rick@PowerPaintingPlus.com

We specialize in 
INTERIOR PAINTING • EXTERIOR PAINTING

CABINET REFINISHING 
We look forward to helping you with your home renovations!

BEFORE AFTER

Schedule an estimate at

PowerPaintingPlus.com

Fakes and Forgeries Draws Outside Artists to Franklin Mix
By J.D. O’Gara

The first annual Franklin Art 
Association “Fakes & Forgeries” 
exhibit took place at the Frank-
lin Historical Museum on Satur-
day, June 7th, running through 
June 22nd. Sue Sheridan, of  the 
Franklin Art Association, said the 
event was a “win-win” for both 
the Franklin Art Association and 
the Franklin Art Museum. About 
75% of  the submissions came 
from artists from the wider com-
munity outside Franklin. 

“We invited all artists to par-
ticipate for no fee, no cost or 
commission, so it gave people the 
opportunity to show their work in 

a nice setting,” said Sheridan. 
At the end of  the day, artist 

Jamie Derr’s rendition of  John 
Singer Sargent’s 1892 painting 
of  “Lady Agnew of  Lochnaw” 
won the People’s Choice for Best 
in Show.

Franklin Art Association members Sue Sheridan, Peg Munson and 
Diana Maley at the first “Fakes & Forgeries Exhibit,” held at the Franklin 
Historial Museum.

Shown left is the People’s Choice winner, a knockoff of John Singer 
Sargent’s “Lady Agnew of Lochnaw” by Jamie Derr.

Thanks To Yanks Marches for 
Veterans

Thanks To Yanks a local 
non-profit that serves those who 
serve in uniform, was honored  
to recently participate in the 
Bellingham’s annual Memorial 
Day parade, honoring and re-
membering  those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. Pictured here 
,L-R is Michael Shain the presi-
dent and founder and Judi Dion, 
a longtime volunteer with the 
charity. Shain reminds us “All 
gave some, some gave all.” For 
more information on Thanks To 
Yanks, please like them on Face-
book
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Sports

Garage

CALL NOW!
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

SPECIAL OFFER!

OR

+
 60 MONTHS

 0% FINANCING*

60%
INSTALLATION

OFF

$60
GIFT CARD

1.888.690.1783

TRANSFORM YOUR CONCRETE
FLOOR IN JUST  ONE DAY!

REVAMP uses a Polyaspartic 
coat that keeps your concrete 

looking good for a lifetime!

*Credit approval is not guaranteed. Offer not available everywhere or combinable with other offers. Offers subject to change. Financing offer available 
through lenders under terms of applicable loan program. All our lenders start your payments after your fl ooring is complete. If you repay your entire 
balance before the end of the promotional period, all interest billed to your account during the promotional period will be waived. If you do not repay 
the entire purchase balance before the end of the promotional period, you will be responsible for repaying the interest that was billed to your account 
during the promotional period and any interest that is subsequently billed to your account. Terms and conditions apply. Offer expires 7/31/25

Not the Year They Were Expecting for TC Baseball
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

After finishing last season 
with a 9-8 record, earning them-
selves a berth in the Division 3 
State Tournament and bringing 
back almost the same exact team 
Coach Ryan Hippert expected 
his Tri-County baseball team to 
pretty much the same this year. 
Unfortunately the Cougars fell 
short of  those expectations wrap-
ping up the season with a 7-12 
record.

During the frustrating sea-
son, the Cougars lost three one-
run games, another four games 
by either two or three runs and 
blew to games in which they were 
leading, including a game against 
Bartlett in which they were up by 
three going into the seventh in-
ning. 

“We missed the tournament 
by two or three games. I was dis-
appointed as a coach as this was 
one of  the better teams that I’ve 
had here at Tri-country; we just 
didn’t have enough,” Hippert 
said. “I was hoping to do at least 
the same as last year having re-
turned many players from that 
team, I was an expecting to com-
pete for the state again.”

Despite already playing in a 
tough Mayflower League, Hip-
pert decided to schedule some 
tough non-league games this 
year to prepare his team for the 
post-season but believes those 
games may have hurt his team’s 
chances.

“We played competitive base-
ball all year long with only 2 lop-
sided losses, everything else was 
extremely close,” the Tri-County 
Coach said. “We finished third 
in the Mayflower League, but I 
think I’m going to have to reas-
sess our non-league opponents 
next year.”

While Hippert himself  will 
not use the fact that Tri-Country 
is building a new school and the 
baseball team had no home field 
to practice or play on as an ex-
cuse, it had to take its toll on the 
players.

The Cougars were forced to 
practice wherever they could 
get an open field, and during 
the season, they probably found 
themselves practicing on 8-10 
different fields. As for a home 
field, they were able to secure a 

diamond at Field of  Dreams in 
Plainville. 

On the field this year junior 
Dylan Maw, now a three-time 
Mayflower league All-Star, was 
the team’s ace on the mound. He 
was able to eclipse the 100 strike-
out mark this spring. He now has 
133 strikeouts over his three sea-
sons with the Cougars. Accord-
ing to Hippert, Maw pitched the 
majority of  TC’s innings and was 
also the team’s top hitter.

In addition to Maw, sopho-
more twins Noah and Michael 
Roche were key components on 
the team. Noah was the team’s 
number two pitcher, who picked 
up a couple of  wins for the Cou-
gars, behind Maw and patrolled 
centerfield, while his brother Mi-
chael found his spot behind the 
plate and was named to the All-
Star team this year for his work. 

“Michael was a bright spot for 
the team this year,” said Hippert. 
“These two are baseball junkies 
and are some of  our better hit-
ters (both hit in the .300’s) and 
fielders.”

Freshman Gavin Sullivan 
started the entire year for the 
Cougars at the hot corner and 
got better as the season went on. 
Hippert noted that the first-year 
varsity player will be a nice player 
to build the team around in the 
future.

“I am happy that we will have 
Gavin for another three years, 
and, along with Dylan, Noah 
and Michael, it gives us a strong 
foundation to build upon,” the 
coach said. “All four of  them will 
be playing during the summer, so 
they’ll be improving upon their 
skills.”

Other athletes on this year’s 
roster who made an impact were 
left-fielder Owen Maw, short-
stop Sean Trusevitch and second 
baseman Cam Cummings. All 
three had been with the varsity 
program for the past three years. 
Trusevitch and Cummings were 
the teams fourth and fifth pitch-
ers.

Looking to next season, Hip-
pert will be returning four of  his 
five top bats and although he is 
losing a handful of  seniors from 
this year’s squad he believes that 
he already has the talent on the 
roster to step in and fill the va-
cancies.

“I am excited about next 
year. We should be very compet-
itive once again and shouldn’t 
fall off,” he said. “The goal will 

once again be to compete and 
make the state tournament. Our 
JV team had a successful season, 
and there are a couple of  young 

kids from that team that could 
fit right in.”

Was the lack of a home field the reason the Cougars baseball team fell short of their goals this year? Coach 
Hippert says no, but he’s hopeful for improvement next season. Photo provided.
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ALL TIME SPECIAL ONLY $190 +TAX

WE DO ALL

278 Pleasant St., Franklin MA 02038
HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM   • •  SAT: 8AM-2PM

WE FIX EVERYTHING!
•• Tune-ups
•• Tire Sales & Repair
•• Anti-lock Brakes (ABS)
•• Batteries
•• Brake & Rotors Inspection, 

Service & Repair
•• Suspension
•• Wheel Balance & Bearings
•• Diagnostic Service
•• Timing Belt Replacement

•• Starters
•• Water Pumps
•• Troubleshoot Check Engine 

Lights
•• Steering
•• Transmission Work
•• Exhaust / Muffler Service

FRANKLIN TIRE AND AUTO
Complete Service Facility 

508-528-8558

AUTO
REPAIR

SERVICES & 
INSPECTIONINSPECTION

STATIONSTATION

••  Coolant Flush - Top off Fluids  ••  Oil Change (Up to 5 Qts.)  • •  Tire Rotation

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!

FREE TIRE ROTATION

                          
         with Oil Change ONLY!

$20 OFF$20 OFF
FULL TUNE-UPS

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $3995  +TAX

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL,

LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $6995  +TAX

    •• Up to 5 Qts. 5W-30 Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

     •• Up to 5 Qts.

    •• 5W-30 Sunoco Synthetic Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

FREE OIL CHANGES
FREE OIL CHANGES

WITH FULL BRAKE

AND ROTORS FRONT & BACK

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

$20 OFF$20 OFF
4 NEW TIRES

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

Franklin PMC Kids Ride Raises 
$37K for Dana Farber
Fundraiser Online Continues until September

by J.D. O’Gara

On Saturday, June 7th, 170 
young riders aged 2-14 came to-
gether to support the fight against 
cancer in the 19th Franklin PMC 
Kids Ride. So far, the riders have 
already raised $37,000, 100% of  
which goes directly to Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute through its 
Jimmy Fund. Donations can be 
still made to the cause through 
September 1st  at https://kids.
pmc.org/franklin. 

Among the young fundraisers 
were 35 members of  the team 
“The Pedaling Pandas,” a group 
from the Parmenter School led 
by teacher Jen Lyons, and 33 
riders, “The Broganators,” led 
by teacher Pat Brogan from the 
Freeman Kennedy School in 
Norfolk. Several neighborhood 
teams also took part, includ-
ing the “Ice Cream Monsters,” 
which boasted 30 children.

Photos by David Marshak

July 2025 at 
Bellforge Arts Center 
July 9, 6 p.m.-8 p.m.

Summer Sounds: Wyn & The White Light Hayley Sabella.

July 16, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.
‘Forge Films: Shutter Island: A gripping psychological mystery 

under the summer stars.
Sponsored by Sheehan Phinney (www.sheehan.com)

July 19 & 20, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Gazebo Players: Richard III: Shakespeare’s powerful tale performed 

live outdoors.

July 23, 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Summer Sounds: Cloudbelly and Lost Film.

July 30, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.
‘Forge Films: Toy Story A timeless, heartwarming family favorite 

on the big screen.
For more information on these free shows, visit bellforge.org/

events.
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. July 31, 2025Exp. July 31, 2025 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. July 31, 2025

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Singin’ in the Rain at Franklin Porchfest
by J.D. O’Gara

The weather on June 7, 2025 
did not make for the driest Frank-
lin Porchfest, but a good number 
of  hearty souls braved the ele-
ments to make the most of  the 
day. Organizers later wrote, on 
their website, “Even though the 
last few hours brought some rain, 
we still had the chance to come 
together as a community—trav-

eling around town, listening to 
amazing music performed by 
some of  the most talented musi-
cians around.”

Franklin Porchfest 2026 is 
currently being planned. To stay 
apprised, visit https://franklin.
porchfest.info. 

Members of two different bands 
scheduled to play outside Teddy 
Gallaghers, these two musicians 
built some camaraderie despite 
the washout.

Fans of South Street 6 seemed undaunted by the downpours.

Oak Street ’25 band members played to a surprisingly large (and wet) group on Cottage Street. There was 
even a food truck!

Although this audience moved indoors to listen, Matt Tremble braved 
the elements on his porch stage on Union Street.
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For rates and info on advertising 
your business, 

please call  Jen at 508-570-6544 or email : 
jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

15 Main St. Franklin

Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867O-A-E-FL AECSPAD 25593465

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/20/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov 
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such 
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance 
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.35 4.25
3-Month 6-Month 1-Year

4.4
Kevin L Johnson
Financial Advisor
205 E Central St Suite 10
Franklin, MA 02038
508-346-3750

Franklin Celebrates One More Affordable House
Need for Affordable Housing in Town 
Greater than Ever

By J.D. O’Gara

On Monday, June 9th, stake-
holders in the Franklin Housing 
Authority’s acquisition of  a long 
-time vacant property at 813 
Summer Street, Franklin joined 
Rep. Jeff Roy for a celebration 
and tour of  the recently reno-
vated three-bedroom, 1 and ½ 
bath property, now leased to an 
income-eligible family of  three. 
The home, complete with all 
new kitchen cabinets and coun-
ters, dining room, living room, 
flooring, heating, electrical and 
landscaping, is now part of  the 
Town’s affordable housing stock 
through perpetuity. Attendees 
recounted the steps taken to add 
this property to Franklin’s afford-
able housing offerings, noting the 
scarcity of  such housing options 
to the community at large.

Rep. Roy, who organized the 
event, welcomed the group that 

“came together to create a new 
home. This action goes to the 
issue that lies at the heart of  so-
cial justice and human dignity 
and that is the impact of  public 
housing,” which Roy explained 
as “not a charity; it’s a social 
contract, and a collective com-
mitment to ensuring to the basic 
human right known as shelter. 
Across our country  millions of  
individuals and families struggle 
to afford a safe place to live…
public housing steps in where the 
private market fails.”

Roy went over the history 
of  what went into bringing this 
property into the fold of  pub-
lic housing, which began with 
an email from Susan Speers, of  
Metacomet Land Trust looking 
for creative solutions to get the 
property, illegally mortgaged 
and later foreclosed, back into 
the public housing arena. The 

process involved legal discus-
sions with Roy, Attorney Mike 
Doherty, and local officials, out-
reach to Sen. Markey’s and Con-
gressman Auchincloss’ offices to 
connect to HUD and ultimately 
the return of  the property to 
Bank of  America.

From there, Roy worked with 
former State Sen. Paul White-
and the bank to get the property 
transferred to Franklin Housing 
in 2023. Franklin Housing then 
put the necessary work into the 
home to make it habitable and 
bring it up to code.

“This work and these actions 
clearly demonstrate if  we put our 
heads together and  use our tools, 
our knowledge, our relationships 
and goodwill, together we can 
make things happen,” said Roy.

The representative introduced 
Maurice Coleman, SVP of  Bank 
of  America, who thanked all of  
those involved “for your commit-
ment to improving the lives of  so 
many,” adding, “Today isn’t just 
about the transfer of  property; 
today is really about taking what 
was a vacant house and making 
it this incredible, vibrant, afford-
able home. Today is really about 
developing community. That’s 
something we take great pride 
in…”

George Danello, Chair of  
the Franklin Housing Authority, 
noted that the Housing Author-
ity, which has worked with Meta-
comet Land Trust since 2010, 
“never stopped; we always knew 
that we had to get this done…” 
He noted that the need for af-
fordable housing in Franklin has 
gone up “six, seven-fold” from 
when he began in 1997. “The 
local need, which was 50-60 back 
then, is now 445 local families 
looking for housing just from the 
Franklin community looking for 
a home. The need is vast. We’re 
totally committed to helping peo-
ple, one house at a tie if  we have 
to do that. But we’re thrilled to 
be here.”

In fact, Lisa Audette, Execu-
tive Director of  Franklin Hous-
ing Authority, told Local Town 
Pages that overall, 24,000 ap-
plicants have applied to live in 
affordable housing in Franklin, 
with about 450 Franklin resi-
dents. She spoke to the group on 
behalf  of  the current residents of  
the refurbished home. “The fam-
ily that lives here can’t thank all 
of  the participants enough. It’s 
an opportunity to live in a place 
where there is no stigma. They’re 
on a residential street in a nice 
town. They have the opportunity 
of  a lifetime, and they’re very, 
very thankful.”

Marc Lannigan, from Sen. 
Markey’s office, offered, “This is 
the best of  what government can 
do and should be doing. This is 
government that works, govern-
ment that functions, government 
that is working for the people of  
Franklin, working for this com-
munity, so this is the sort of  thing 
that the Senator leads on and 
wants to lead on in Washington, 
DC.”

Not all of  those who worked 
to make the property part of  
Franklin Housing Authority’s 
offerings were present at the cer-
emony. According to a previous 
article posted on Franklin Mat-
ters in August, 2023, “supporters 
included: State Representative 
Jeffrey Roy, Jamie Hellen, Town 
Administrator, Lisa Mosczyn-
ski, President, Metacomet Land 
Trust (MLT) and all of  MLT’s 
Board of  Directors including 
Treasurer Susan Speers, Attor-
ney Michael Doherty, Attorney 
Richard Cornetta, Chairman 
Christopher Vericker, Franklin 
Municipal Affordable Housing 
Trust (MAHT) and all MAHT’s 
Trust Members including Chris-
topher Feeley, Bank of  America, 
Dean Bank, George Danello, 
Chairman of  the Franklin Hous-
ing Authority (FHA) and all FHA 
Board Members.”

Last month, many who were involved in turning this home into a 
refurbished, affordable house under the Franklin Housing Authority 
gathered to celebrate their accomplishment and tour the rehabbed 
home. L-R, Nayda Sanchez-DeJesus, Mark Lannigan, Larry Rettman, 
Maurice Coleman, Lisa Mosczynski, Jeff Roy, Lisa Audette, Susan 
Speers, Chris Feeley, Attorney Mike Doherty, George Danello.
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July 2

Franklin Public Library Summer Con-
cert Series, 6 p.m., Jamie Barrett

Franklin 4th of July 5-Day Celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Ride 
Wristbands 6-10 p.m., 6 p.m. Midnight 
Ride (60’s-90’s Rock); 8 p.m. GQ & The 
Lady (Dance), www.franklin4th.com

July 3

Franklin 4th of July 5-Day Celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Megapass: 
12-10 p.m., 6 p.m. Matt Zajac (Rock); 8 
p.m. Smoke & Whiskey (Country Rock), 
www.franklin4th.com

July 4 (12-10)

Franklin 4th of July 5-Day Celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Mega-
pass: 12-10 p.m. Ride; Wristbands 12-5 
p.m., 12 p.m. Two Guys Who like Sharks 
(Acoustic Rock); 1:30 p.m. Jamie Bar-
rett; 3 p.m. George Cross Project (East 
Coast Blues); 6 p.m. Attleboro School of  
Rock; 8 p.m. Gary Hoey (Rock Guitar) 
www.franklin4th.com

Bellingham 4th of July Celebration, 
Bellingham Memorial Middle School, 
130 Blackstone St., Bellingham, 6 p.m. 
Belling-Hammered, followed by Pieces 
of  Eight, concession stands, nonprofit 
booths, fireworks 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 5 (12-10)

Franklin 4th of July 5-Day Celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Mega-
pass: 12-10 p.m.; Wristbands 12-5 p.m.; 
Franklin Blues Festival: Ed Peabody & 
The Big Blue Thing – Noon, Brandt 
Taylor Band – 1:15 p.m., Neal & the Vi-
pers – 2:30 p.m., Mike Crandall Tribute 

Band – 3:45 p.m., Bruce Katz Band – 5 
p.m., Joanna Connor – 6:15 p.m., Nick 
Moss – 7:30 p.m., Richiman & Groove 
Nice – 8:45 p.m.

12-9:45 p.m., Fireworks 10 p.m., 
www.franklin4th.com

July 6 (12-6)

Franklin 4th of July 5-Day Celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Ride 
Wristbands: 12-5 p.m.; 12 p.m. Zajac 
Bros. Band; 2 p.m.; Michael Dutra & the 
Strictly Sinatra Band; 4:30 p.m. Padula 
Family Band (Jazz), www.franklin4th.
com

July 9

Franklin Public Library Summer Con-
cert Series, 6 p.m. Kat Chapman

July 10

Maker Moment: Silk Scarves, 6:30 
p.m. Franklin Public Library, 118 Main 
St., Franklin, For adults. Registration 
Required

July 11

Library Lawn Games, 2 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

Concerts on the Common, sponsored 
by Franklin Recreation, 3-5 p.m., Mike 
Tarara, 5:30-7:30 p.m., The Remini-
sants

July 13

Second Sunday Speaker Series:  
“Iconic, Historic Wedding Gowns”, 1:15 
p.m. (doors open 1 p.m.), Franklin His-
torical Museum, 80 West Central St., 
Franklin

July 16

Franklin Public Library Summer Con-
cert Series, 6 p.m.

Join us Wednesday evenings on the 
library patio all summer long for live 
music for all ages! DJ Sam & Andy

July 17 

Science Chefs: Slushies, 4 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

July 18

Franklin Public Library Book Sale, 1-5 
p.m., Franklin Public Library 118 Main 
St., Franklin 

Franklin Concerts on the Common, 
sponsored by Franklin Recreation, 3-5 
p.m., Kymberlee O’Brien, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., The Strumdawgs

July 19

Franklin Public Library Book Sale, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m., Franklin Public Library 
118 Main St., Franklin

Matt York: Songs & Stories of the 
Highwaymen, 2 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin. York will 
perform the songs and tell the stories of  
the four songwriting legends who joined 
forces in the 1980’s to form the country 
super group The Highwaymen.

Uxbridge Dog Park 5th Anniversary 
Paw-ty and Fundraiser, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 
375 Sutton Street, Uxbridge, rain date 
July 26

July 23

Franklin Public Library Summer Con-
cert Series, 6 p.m. Jeff Roy

July 24

Puzzle Mania, 5 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

Registration Required, family puzzle 
challenge

Marlborough Country Club Women’s 
Golf Association annual Charity Invita-
tional Golf Tournament on Thursday, 
7:30 a.m. registration and continental 
breakfast, 9 a.m. shotgun start, supports 
Pawsitively 4 Pink and the Prostate Can-
cer Foundation. 

To learn more, email mcc.charity.
golf@gmail.com or

visit https://mcc-charity.org.

July 25

Library Lawn Games, 2 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

Franklin Concerts on the Common, 
sponsored by Franklin Recreation, 3-5 
p.m., It’s a “J” Thing, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Frank Padula Band

July 26

Free Community Cookout, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. on the back lawn at Franklin 
United Methodist Church, 82 West 
Central Street, Franklin.

July 30

Franklin Public Library Summer Con-
cert Series, 6 p.m. The Oh Mys

August 1

Franklin Concerts on the Common, 
sponsored by Franklin Recreation, 3-5 
p.m., David Rak, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Elec-
tric Youth and the Boston Show Band

Calendar

walshbrothersbuilders.com 

UNCAS AVEUNCAS AVE
C O N D O M I N I U M SC O N D O M I N I U M S

Units 1,735 sq.ft.
3 Beds  ••  2.5 Baths

STARTING ATSTARTING AT

$699,000$699,000

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477  |  cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com  |  franklinlawgroupma.com

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will 
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect 
your children, your home and all of your assets.  As a seasoned 
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal 
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect 
you or any of your loved ones.

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Planning and preparing your Estate today Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.
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EXPERT TREE CARE
H Tree Removals 
H Tree Pruning & Trimming 
H Emergency Services 
H Storm Damage 
H Lot Clearing
H Stump Grinding

H Reliable Service Since 1996

H FREE Estimates 

H All Calls Returned 

H DISCOUNTS 
for Senior Citizens & Veterans 

H All Major Credit Cards Accepted

508-928-3080 
INFO@AMERICANCLIMBERS.COM

AMERICANCLIMBERS.COM

FULLY 
INSURED 

$2,000,000 
Liability & 

Workers’ Comp 
Top Rated on 
Angie’s List

Mention this
Ad for a

HOMETOWN
DISCOUNT

New Fish Swim at Franklin Sculpture Park
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

On June 9th, a celebration of  
the newest edition of  the Frank-
lin Sculpture Park’s Traveling 
School of  Fish was held. The 
project, which turned into an an-
nual event three years ago when 
artist Amy Adams took the ini-
tiative to rehab existing wooden 
fish that had deteriorated at the 
park, was this year again a col-
laboration between Tri-County 
Regional Technical Vocational 
High School students, who 

crafted the wooden fish, and el-
ementary school students, this 
year at John F. Kennedy Elemen-
tary, who painted them.

“This collaboration really is 
about signifying teamwork and 
what that looks like when you 
join that with creativity,” said 
Adams, “The Traveling School 
of  Fish is now in its third year,. 

We don’t know what will hap-
pen next year, because we have 
a shifting of  some schools hap-
pening, so maybe it will go to 
the new school or be some other 
sort of  collaboration.” Adams 
gave a nod to the direction of  
art teacher Sarah Pelletier, who 
guided students through the 
project this year and last year, 

but who will not be continuing as 
a Franklin Public School teacher 
next year.

Pelletier talked 
a bit about the 
process, noting 
she encouraged 
students to think 
about, “What it 
means to be part 
of  the community, 
what it means to 
represent yourself  

within the community,” as well as 
“what it means to represent your-
self  in general…”

Jamal Adams, the day’s emcee, shown with Cory Shea, Franklin Director 
of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy, points to the new school of 
fish produced by students at Tri-County Regional Technical Vocational 
High School and painted by students at the John F. Kennedy Elementary 
School at the Franklin Sculpture Park.

Brooklyn Padula, (left) and Tesse Kroehl (right) are shown here with art 
teacher Sarah Pelletier, who guided students in their artistic renderings 
of fish this year.

Sarah Pelletier and Amy Adams 
collaborated to lead the Traveling 
School of Fish program this year.
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For rates and info on advertising, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 

email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

Dealing with Stress in the College 
Process in 2025

For many high school juniors 
and seniors, the college applica-
tion process can feel like a pres-
sure cooker. Today’s students face 
not only the usual challenges, 
but also a landscape that’s more 
complex and competitive than 
ever. Rising costs, competitive 
admissions, global uncertainty, 
and the nonstop comparison cul-
ture of  social media all contrib-
ute to heightened anxiety.

Sources of Stress in 2025

•	 The rising cost of college and 
uncertainty about return on 
investment.

•	 The complexity and competi-
tiveness of admissions: Stu-
dents feel pressure to excel in 
every area — grades, course 
rigor, activities aligned with 
future careers, test scores, 
essays, and more.

•	 The influence of social me-
dia, where everyone seems 
to be accomplishing some-
thing extraordinary.

•	 The political, social, and eco-
nomic climate, which can 
add background stress.

•	 The lasting effects of COVID, 
including disrupted learning 
and missed opportunities.

If  this sounds familiar, your 
teen is not alone — and neither 
are you. The good news is that 
there are ways to manage the 
stress and help your teen move 
through the process with more 
confidence.

Stress-Reducing Tips for 
Students

•	 Start somewhere, anywhere: 
Don’t let overthinking para-
lyze you. Draft an outline, 
jot down ideas, or complete 
one small task. Progress 
beats perfection. The key is 
to build momentum — once 
you start, the next step feels 
easier. Remember, there’s 
no such thing as a perfect 
application, only an honest 
and well-prepared one.

•	 Find your outlet: Whether it’s 
sports, music, video games, 
art, or baking — build regu-
lar breaks into your sched-
ule. Even ten minutes of  
physical movement or cre-
ative activity can help reset 
your focus and lower stress 
levels. Instead of  a coffee 
break - I walk around my 
neighborhood!

•	 Celebrate small wins: From 
creating your college list 
to drafting your first essay, 
every task you check off 
counts. Keep a visible list 
(on your wall or planner) 
and cross things off with 
pride. Small victories build 
confidence and make the 
big picture feel more man-
ageable. And celebrate with 
something that will keep you 
motivated - an ice cream at 
Nicky’s always works for me!

•	 Work with your family on 
smart, affordable choices: 
Reducing financial anxiety 
can ease the pressure of  the 

whole process. Sit down to-
gether and create a budget, 
explore

 	 options like in-state or out-
of-state public universities, 
honors colleges, private 
schools offering generous 
merit aid, and scholarship 
options, like Going Merry. 
Research tools like Big-
Future, Big J Educational 
resources (awesome merit 
charts), and net price cal-
culators on college websites. 
Building a list that fits aca-
demic goals, social fit, and 
your budget is empowering.

•	 Put the process in perspec-
tive: You don’t have to be 
perfect in every category. 
Colleges are building com-
munities — they want au-
thentic, well-rounded peo-
ple, not robots. Focus on 
what excites you and how 
you can contribute.

•	 Manage your social media 
intake: What you see online 
is often the highlight reel, 
not the full story. Consider 
unfollowing or muting ac-
counts that trigger anxiety, 
and instead seek out posi-
tive, supportive voices — or 
take occasional social media 
breaks to clear your head.

Parents — How You Can 
Support Your Teen

•	 Be a research partner: Help 
your teen identify great-fit, 

affordable colleges and ex-
plore scholarship options. 
Sometimes knowing there’s 
a plan can reduce anxiety. 
Together, create a balanced 
list that includes a mix of  
likely, probable, and reach 
schools that also make fi-
nancial sense.

•	 Schedule regular check-ins: 
Avoid college talk every day. 
Weekly or biweekly fam-
ily check-ins result in lower 
stress for everyone!

•	 Ask thoughtful questions: 
Instead of  rushing to solve 
every concern, ask what ex-
cites or worries your teen. 
Listening is powerful. Ques-
tions like “What part of  
this is feeling hardest right 
now?” or “What’s some-
thing about college that 
you’re looking forward to?” 
can open meaningful con-
versations.

•	 Keep perspective: Reas-
sure your teen that there’s 

no single “perfect” college 
— and no one path defines 
their future success. Remind 
them that many students 
find their place and thrive 
in schools they hadn’t origi-
nally considered.

Final Thought
The process may feel over-

whelming — but with open com-
munication, thoughtful planning, 
and a focus on fit and affordabil-
ity, your family can move through 
it with less stress and more confi-
dence. There are so many paths 
where your teen can thrive.

Good luck and enjoy the 
journey!

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. Website: 
w w w. m yc o l l e g e 1 0 1 . c o m .  
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 855-595-2227
to schedule your free quote!
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BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 
262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, 
NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FFRREEEE  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  NNOOWW!!  11--886666--990066--33558855

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

Promo: 285

Historic Happenings at the Franklin Historical Museum for July 2025
Bridal Exhibit Opens

This July, the Franklin Histor-
ical Museum welcomes the re-
turn of  the Bridal Gown Exhibit, 
Something Old and Something 
New for July! See gowns worn 
by Franklin brides in a range 
of  fashions throughout the de-
cades, from the late 1800s right 
up to the 2000s. Each gown car-
ries with it a unique story, pre-
serving the hopes and dreams of  
each bride on her special day for 
generations to come. Our 2025 
exhibit again features the highly 
requested 1946 parachute dress 
with the amazing 15-foot train, 
constructed of  Japanese para-
chute silk. The Bridal Exhibit 
continues through Sunday, Au-
gust 10 during regular museum 
hours, Saturdays 10 to 1 and 
Sundays 1 to 4. Please verify 
open hours over July 4 week-
end by visiting https://www.
franklinmuseum1778.com
Sun. July 13--Second Sunday 
Speaker Series:  “Iconic, Historic 
Wedding Gowns”

In conjunction with  the mu-
seum’s exhibit of  bridal gowns 
spanning nearly 150 years, 

speaker Lisa Micheels will de-
liver a talk and slide show on 
talk about iconic historic wed-
ding gowns over the decades. 
Micheels holds and MFA from 
University of  Miami. She has 
taught fashion and theatre-based 
classes in the Boston area since 
1989 and is currently a mem-
ber of  the faculty of  the School 
of  Fashion Design in Boston. 
In 1992 she launched her Very 
Eclectic Clothing line of  hand-
painted clothing and accessories. 
The program starts at 1:15. The 

museum is open from 1-4 and 
admission is free.

The Franklin Historical Museum 
is located at 80 West Central Street, 
Franklin. The museum is open Sat-
urday mornings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(except as noted above) and Sunday 
afternoons from 1-4 p.m.

When visiting the museum, please 
consider donating a non-perishable item 
for the Franklin Food Pantry. Ques-
tions? Contact Alan Earls at (508) 
560 3786.  Visit us online at https://
www.franklinmuseum1778.com
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S e a s o n a l  H o m e  E v a l u a t i o n s  

H o u s e  S o f t  W a s h i n g

G u t t e r  C l e a n i n g /  R e p a i r s   

W i n d o w  C l e a n i n g

R o o f  M a i n t e n a n c e  

H V A C  -  F i l t e r  c h a n g e s

D r y e r  v e n t  c l e a n i n g

H a r d s c a p e  c l e a n i n g  &  m a i n t e n a n c e  

A c c e s s  t o  o u r  e x t e n s i v e  n e t w o r k  o f

h o m e  s e r v i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s

W i n t e r  S e r v i c e s  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e !  

HOME + HOME + 
Introducing 

WHERE PEACE OF MIND LIVES  WHERE PEACE OF MIND LIVES 

P O P U L A R  A N N U A L  S E R V I C E S  

Home maintenance redefined for you 
and your unique needs

underpressurewash.com508-944-6644
Call today for a personalized quote tailored specifically for your home’s unique needs.

THE  MODERN WAY  TO  MAINTAIN  YOUR HOME

$200 Off  
Your Annual HOME + 

Membership

Enjoy wallet-friendly monthly installments with our hassle-free Home-Care Membership.

Coupon can only be used for HOME program.

Join & Save: 

Exprires 10-1-25 Code-LTP25HOME+
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Luna, above, and Nala, below, are the first proud Service Dog Training 
graduates of Masterpeace Dog Training. Photos by Amie DuPlessis. 

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. O�ers valid thru 7/31/25

877-925-1081
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding

CharronTreeService.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

Come Play Cornhole 
with the Oddfellows 
for the Arthritis 
Foundation!

On August 17, 2025, the pub-
lic is invited to join the Franklin 
Odd Fellows for an afternoon of  
fun and good cheer starting at 1 
p.m. at the Bellingham Sports-
man Club at 360 Lake St., Bell-
ingham, MA 02019. This will 
be a fundraiser event with prof-
its going to the Massachusetts 
Chapter of  the Arthritis Foun-
dation. The cost for registration 
is $25 per player. 

The tournament format will 
be Switchholio – 4 game round-
robin, where players get a new 
partner for their first 4 games 
and get ranked on an individual 
basis to form the standings. The 
tournament director will use 
the standings to generate your 
partner for a double elimination 

playoff bracket. Pre-registration 
is encouraged to hold your 
place, but it is not necessary to 
be able to participate as cash, 
check or Venmo will be accept-
able payment at the door. 

Last year’s event went well, 
but we’re looking for more 
teams this year. No need to 
come with a partner as you will 
be listed as an individual player 
when you register. The Odd Fel-
lows will provide a buffet lunch 
to all present - and a cash prize 
will be made to the first, second 
and third place teams. Many 
thanks to the Sportsman Club 
for use of  their facility for this 
event.  Register and prepay at:  
https://franklinmassoddfellows.
org/cornhole

Sensory Friendly Time & Food 
Pantry Benefit at Friday Farmers’ 
Markets

The Franklin Farmers’ Mar-
ket will once again take place 
at the Franklin Town Common 
every Friday through October 
(no market July 4 or October 
31), 2 p.m.- 6 p.m. SNAP and 

HIP benefits will be accepted, 
and the Franklin Food Pan-
try will be sponsoring a match 
program, for the first $20 spent 
the Pantry will sponsor an addi-
tional $20. The market will offer 

a sensory-friendly time every 
week from 2-3 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.franklin-
farmersmarketma.com. 

MasterPeace Celebrates K9 Grads
On June 14th, MasterPeace 

Dog Training hosted its first-ever 
Service Dog Graduation Cere-
mony, celebrating the incredible 
journey of  is first two graduates, 
Luna and Nalah, who have com-
pleted over two years of  intensive 
training and are now fully certi-
fied service dogs.

This event also commemo-
rated the life and legacy of  Mike 
Masters, the co-founder of  Mas-
terPeace Dog Training, who was 
a disabled man with a service 
dog. This ceremony honored his 
memory on the 10th anniversary 
of  his passing.

According to its website, 
Corey Silva, who was diag-
nosed with multiple sclero-
sis in 2017, wished to train 
his own service dog, Zuko, 
who now assists him daily. 
Silva realized a scarcity of  
resources available for indi-
viduals wishing to train their 
own service dogs, and so cre-
ated the program. 

To watch the ceremony 
on YouTube, visit  https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=pWy8wl0hvsY

For more information on 
the program, visit Master-
peaceservicedog.com
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Summer Market is Expected to be Sizzling!Summer Market is Expected to be Sizzling!    
Now is a Great Time to Sell!Now is a Great Time to Sell!

Summer Market is Expected to beSummer Market is Expected to be  SizzlingSizzling!!    
Now is a Great Time to Sell!Now is a Great Time to Sell!

308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 
508-520-9696508-520-9696

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for 
aggressive 

representation and 
Eileen came through 
selling our home in 

4 days, above asking 
price. Couldn’t ask for a 

better agent!”
~Paul L.

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

194 Crossfield Road, Franklin194 Crossfield Road, Franklin
$690,000$690,000

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

FOR SALE

2 Heights Road2 Heights Road
FranklinFranklin

 Eileen Mason Eileen Mason

SOLD

28 Jackson Circle 28 Jackson Circle 
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

54 Charles River Drive54 Charles River Drive
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

UAG

250 Irondequoit Road250 Irondequoit Road
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

1 Lily Way1 Lily Way
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

426 Coronation Drive426 Coronation Drive
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

“Susan was fantastic! 
She really knows her 

stuff and I will be 
using her again in the 
future and referring 
her to anyone that 

asks me who I would 
recommend!”

~Tracey R.

74 Oxford Drive, Franklin74 Oxford Drive, Franklin
$775,000$775,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

FOR SALE

 

Town of Franklin Mandatory 
Water Conservation Measures
Lawn Watering Restricted to One Day Per Week on Trash Day

No automatic lawn watering 
between the hours of  9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

No holiday delays for water-
ing.

No lawn watering is permit-
ted on other days of  the week.

Hand watering is permitted 
anytime.

In accordance with the 
Town’s Water Management 
Act Permit issued by the State, 
the first Monday in June means 
that summer Water Conserva-
tion Measures are now in ef-
fect. Conservation measures 
are needed to limit the daily 
demand on the water system 
to ensure that adequate water 
is available to meet the public 
health and safety needs of  the 

Town. This measure is neces-
sary to maintain the water levels 
in the tanks for fire protection 
and normal consumption. 

During the summer months, 
the Town experiences exces-
sively high demands for water 
due to lawn watering. There 
have been 24-hour periods dur-
ing which water consumption 
has been more than twice our 
average daily water usage for 
the year. Because of  the tremen-
dous increase in the demand for 
water and State restrictions on 
the amount of  water that can 
be pumped daily, the Town of  
Franklin must place mandatory 
water conservation measures in 
effect for lawn watering during 
the summer months. A total of  

1-inch of  water once per week 
from rain and watering pro-
motes the healthiest lawns.

Conservation measures will 
stay in effect until the second 
Monday in September (Septem-
ber 9, 2025) unless a drought 
condition is present.

Non-compliance with these 
regulations could adversely af-
fect public health and safety. 
Violators are subject to fines up 
to $200.

For additional informa-
tion, visit the DPW website 
at https://www.franklinma.
gov/628/Water-Conservation. 

Any questions should be di-
rected to the Department of  
Public Works at (508) 520-4910.
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South 
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next 
door to Cafe Assisi!

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE
Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, 
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans. 

Get your Eyelashes Summer Ready!
Reserve your appointment today! 

www.justfeliciawi.com
Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

• Lash Extensions
• Lash Lifts

• Brown Laminations
• Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

Services offered:

Gift Cards 
Available 

Get your Eyelashes Summer Ready!
Reserve your appointment today! 

Norfolk County Real Estate Sees Growth in May 2025
Dedham, MA – Norfolk 

County Register of  Deeds Wil-
liam P. O’Donnell reported that 
Norfolk County recordings for 
the month of  May 2025 indicate 
an increase in overall real estate 
activity, with increases in prop-
erty sales and mortgage activity 
as compared to May 2024.

The Norfolk County Regis-
try of  Deeds recorded a total of  
9,628 documents in May 2025. 
This represents a 4% increase 
from May 2024 and an 11% in-
crease compared to April 2025.

The total number of  deeds 
recorded for May 2025, which 
reflects both commercial and 
residential real estate sales and 
transfers, was 1,494, slightly 
down 1% from May 2024 but up 
13% from April 2025. Looking 
at commercial and residential 
real estate sale prices, the aver-
age sale price in Norfolk County 
for May 2025 was up 11% from 
May of  2024.

“Despite some broader 
economic concerns, the total 
number of  commercial and res-
idential property sales in May 
2025 showed a vibrancy,” stated 
Register O’Donnell. “There is 
still an inventory issue on the 
residential side that is having an 
effect.”

The average sale price for 
commercial and residential 

properties in May 2025 rose to 
$1,386,599, an 11% increase 
compared to May 2024 and 
nearly the same as the aver-

age sale price from April 2025. 
Additionally, the total dollar 
volume of  commercial and 
residential sales is up, increasing 
18% from last year and up 33% 
from last month.

For the month of  May, lend-
ing activity showed an increase 
compared to the same month a 
year ago. A total of  1,542 mort-
gages were recorded in May 
2025, up 11% from May 2024 
and 7% more than last month. 
According to the Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation, 

the average mortgage inter-
est rate for a 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage in May 2025 was 
between 6.76% and 6.89%, a 
decrease compared to May of  
2024, when interest rates were 
between 6.94% and 7.22%.

Register O’Donnell con-
cluded, “The May 2025 real 
estate data for Norfolk County 
shows a competitive real estate 
market driven by strong demand 
and increasing lending activity. 
While this growth highlights the 
desirability of  our communi-

ties, it also underscores the chal-
lenges of  limited inventory and 
rising prices. As we move into 
the summer months, we remain 
hopeful for continued growth 
and look forward to seeing how 
the market develops.”

The Norfolk County Registry 
of  Deeds, located at 649 High 
St., Dedham, is the principal of-
fice for real property in Norfolk 
County. Reach them at (781) 
461-6101 or email registerodon-
nell@norfolkdeeds.org.
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Lorraine Kuney Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938508-380-9938
lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com

Why Lorraine?Why Lorraine?
23 Transactions YTD!23 Transactions YTD!

30+ Yrs in Real Estate  30+ Yrs in Real Estate  ••   1000’s of Transactions 1000’s of Transactions
Licensed in 3 States  Licensed in 3 States  ••  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service

29 Benjamins Landing

PENDING

913 Eagles Nest Way

COM
ING

It’s Fireworks It’s Fireworks ALL YEARALL YEAR  
when you work with when you work with Lorraine Kuney!Lorraine Kuney!

Happy July 4th!Happy July 4th!

8 Haverstock Road

PENDING

“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”
#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023

Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer 

Wishing Everyone a Safe & Happy 4th!

COMING SOON

Buyer Side

PENDING

78 Daniels Street

PENDING

Buyer Side

PENDING

PENDINGPENDING

23 Indian Lane
COMING

81 Pond Street

COM
ING

3 Norumbega 8 Heritage
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Kimberlee Ave.
Franklin

124 Minot Ave.
Wareham

Sale Pending

5 Field Cir.
Wrentham

New Construction & Renovations

Tammy Todaro
508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com

Stars, Stripes, & New Keys!
Fireworks aren’t the only things popping this July — so are homes! Trust The

Todaro Team to guide you. Lets make summer the season of SOLD!

2 Kingson Ln. Unit 2
Medway

Non-MLS 

57 A St.
Franklin

55 A St.
Franklin

153 Partridge St. Franklin - Bathroom Renovation
Check out our ad next month for the finished product! 

Before Gutted


