
No Unfunded Mandate - Judge 
Rules Against Wrentham
By Joe Stewart

For more than a year, Wren-
tham has delayed full compliance 
with the MBTA Communities 
program, which seeks to increase 
housing in part through requir-
ing zoning that authorizes multi-
family housing “by right.”  In 
December, voters at Town Meet-
ing overwhelmingly rejected a 
proposed overlay zone.  Then 
in March, Wrentham and eight 
other communities initiated legal 
action claiming that the MBTA 
Communities program is an un-
funded mandate.  On June 6, 
Plymouth Superior Court Judge 
Mark Gildea denied Wrentham’s 
motion and agreed with the Com-
monwealth to dismiss the case.  

Not an Unfunded Mandate
In his decision Gildea wrote, 

“... Municipalities have neither 
pled specific costs for anticipated 
infrastructure costs, nor provided 
any specific timeline for antici-
pated construction projects.  In-
stead, the only allegations… 
before the court are generalized 
comments about large-scale issues 
they foresee, which are insufficient 
to sustain the Municipalities’ 
claims.”  Later, Gildea states, “...

the court concludes that: 1) §3A 
is not an unfunded mandate; 2) 
the Municipalities have failed 
to identify nonspeculative direct 
costs requiring appropriation for 
anticipated infrastructure costs.”

State Responds
In an email exchange, Ed 

Augustus, the Commonwealth’s 
Secretary of  Housing and Liv-
able Communities, wrote, “We 
are pleased the courts have again 
affirmed the intent of  the MBTA 
Communities Law, and we look 
forward to working with the re-
maining communities to complete 
their zoning changes.  Massachu-
setts’ housing shortage has led 
to unaffordable prices and rising 
rents, but the MBTA Communi-
ties Law is working to deliver new 
housing where it’s needed most 
and to bring down the cost of  
housing for all residents.” 

Augustus highlighted that 75% 
of  MBTA communities have now 
approved multifamily zoning, 
many for the first time in decades, 
and the law is already working 
to produce needed housing with 

Partial Reopening of  
Park Street Bridge 

By Grace allen

Area drivers may feel some 
relief  soon, as the Park Street 
bridge in Norfolk was sched-
uled to re-open in one direction 
by late June. The bridge has 
been closed to traffic for the past 
seven months.

At Local Town Pages dead-
line, MassDOT would not 
commit to a date, but plans 
were being finalized to reopen 
the northbound lane (heading 
towards Main Street) in a re-
duced capacity, with restrictions 
on truck traffic and other heavy 
vehicles. 

“A barrier will be placed 
accordingly to limit vehicular 
traffic, and proper signage will 
be installed at the bridge noti-
fying motorists of  the one-lane 
road,” said Mass DOT spokes-
person John Goggin in an email 
exchange. “Detour signs will re-
main in place to guide motorists 
wishing to travel southbound on 
Park Street.”

The bridge was closed 
abruptly on December 9 after 
an inspection revealed struc-
tural issues, including ongoing 

corrosion of  the exposed steel 
reinforcement. The bridge was 
downgraded from Fair to Poor 
in 2020, and was then subjected 
to more frequent inspections. 
Located at the northern end of  
Park Street, the bridge crosses 
over the MBTA commuter rail 
tracks at the Main Street end of  
Park.

Goggin said MassDOT has 
performed a full load rating of  
the bridge structure based on 
the existing, current conditions. 

Through analysis, it was de-
termined that the northbound 
portion of  the bridge is able to 
convey vehicular traffic at a re-
duced weight posting for two, 
three, and five-axle vehicles. 
While trucks and school buses 
are not excluded from weight-
restricted bridges, MassDOT 
will work with the local bus 
company and emergency ser-
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A partial reopening of the Park Street bridge is expected to lessen 
the strain on local commuters.
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over 4,000 units in the develop-
ment pipeline across the new 
multifamily districts. 

In March, the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration awarded $8.7 
million to 10 fully compliant 
MBTA communities through 
the MBTA Community Catalyst 
Fund, enabling development of  
2,332 new units.  The Catalyst 
Funds will be used for water, 
sewer, and drainage infrastruc-
ture improvements and, in the 
case of  Arlington, Revere, and 
Somerville, to acquire land for 
housing development.

According to the Executive 
Office of  Housing and Livable 
Communities (EOHLC), every 
community that requested sup-
port, including Wrentham, re-
ceived it.  The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration has provided 
over $7.8 million worth of  tech-
nical assistance and grants to 157 
MBTA communities to support 
the implementation of  this law. 

No Decision by Select Board
At its June 17 meeting, the Se-

lect Board did not move forward 
with scheduling a Special Town 
Meeting nor make a decision to 
appeal; instead choosing to go 
into executive session to discuss 
litigation strategy.  Town Counsel 
Jay Talerman summarized the 
court’s ruling as concluding that 
there is no unfunded mandate, 
that the law only requires the 
adoption of  compliant zoning.  

The Select Board discussed 
possible next steps including 
scheduling a Special Town 
Meeting (STM) to enable voters 

to adopt MBTA Communities 
compliant zoning.  Talerman 
cautioned against scheduling a 
STM without taking the time to 
educate voters on the implica-
tions of  not adopting the zoning, 
noting that, “Any rush is a rush 
to failure.”

Select Board Chair Chris 
Gallo asked how much litigation 
has cost so far and Town Man-
ager Mike King responded that 
the cost has been about $13K.  
Talerman elaborated that a fu-
ture appeal might cost another 
$10K - $20K.  Select Board 
Member Jim Anderson asked 
about the plans of  the other 
towns and Talerman summa-
rized that Hanson has not made 
a decision, Holden has decided 
to not appeal, Middleton has 
decided to appeal, and Wenham 
has adopted MBTA Communi-
ties compliant zoning.

Talerman noted that an ap-
peal would likely be decided 
by the Supreme Judicial Court 
(SJC) because this is a statewide 
issue.  He further observed that 
the SJC is likely to support the 
law and that overturning the de-
cision is difficult. 

Following deliberations in 
executive session, the Select 
Board issued a statement, “After 
careful consideration, the Wren-
tham Select Board has decided 
not to appeal.”  The Select 
Board did not provide guidance 
on next steps, such as scheduling 
a STM or requesting that the 
state provide more time for the 
Town to educate voters on the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of  approving MBTA Commu-
nities compliant zoning.

vices to evaluate specific buses 
and emergency vehicles to deter-
mine if  certain vehicles may use 
the bridge.

According to Goggin, aver-
age daily traffic over the bridge 
prior to its closing was estimated 
to be 10,000 vehicles per day, 
based on observed traffic vol-
umes and MassDOT inspection 
procedures. Since December 9, 
detours have been in place and 
surrounding neighborhoods and 
roads in Norfolk, Franklin, and 
Wrentham have been impacted. 

Blair Crane, Norfolk’s Direc-
tor of  Public Works, said that 
town departments, and the bus 
company, have adjusted their 
schedules and tried to adapt to 
the loss of  a key intersection in 
town. 

“We’ve all moved some re-
sources around as well as changed 
our schedules, and there haven’t 
been that many issues, other than 
inconvenience,” he said. 

More pressing, however, is 
that the partial reopening of  
the bridge in one direction may 
cause some confusion for motor-
ists, added Crane. 

“It is certainly a concern of  
mine, which I have put forth to 
the state, is that in my experience 
people don’t pay a lot of  atten-
tion to signs,” he said. “Sign pol-
lution is a worry. After a while, 
people don’t look at them any-
more.”

It’s unclear if  the bridge will 
have to be fully closed down 
again, either before or during the 
repair (or replacement) process. 
Spokesperson Goggin confirmed 
the state agency could conceiv-
ably close the bridge again, based 
on future inspections or new 
safety concerns. 

And staging of  the construc-
tion process will be determined 
during design, making it impos-
sible to predict for now whether 
the bridge will have to be closed 
completely for repairs to begin.

As for a timeline when the 
bridge project would take place, 
Goggin would only say options 
were being evaluated to fund its 
long-term replacement. Mass-
DOT receives federal bridge 
funds for state-owned and mu-

nicipally-owned bridges and also 
contributes state funds to most 
projects. 

“Projects receiving federal aid 
are typically financed using an 
80% federal and 20% state fund-
ing split,” he explained. “The dis-
trict has added this structure to 
its priorities for the next iteration 
of  the State Traffic Improvement 
Program (STIP). This bridge is 
considered an On-System, non-
National Highway System (NHS) 
bridge. Securing funding for such 
bridges has been difficult in re-
cent years, as most bridge funds 
are being utilized to address 
bridges that are part of  the NHS. 
MassDOT is evaluating options 
to fund On-System, non-NHS 
poor condition bridges, and will 
continue to look for opportunities 
to address this structure.”

Until funding is secured and 
design plans are finalized, the 
future of  the Park Street bridge 
remains uncertain, leaving area 
drivers with little choice but to 
stay patient for now.
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Kathleen Bellicchi participated in the 2025 Ride to End ALZ New 
England at Hampton Beach State Park on Sunday, June 14. Along with 
her team, Bellicchi’s Classic Biscotti Bike Team, the Wrentham resident 
raised $4,872 to support Alzheimer’s and dementia research. Bellicchi 
rode in memory of her late husband, Eric, who was diagnosed with 
early-onset Alzheimer’s at 57. Their shared tradition of baking biscotti 
became a source of connection through his illness and eventually grew 
into a business, Bellicchi’s Classic Biscotti, which now continues under 
new ownership while supporting the Alzheimer’s Association.

Curbside Composting Coming 
to Wrentham

Wrentham residents will soon 
have the option of  curbside com-
posting available to them. Black 
Earth Composting, a Massa-
chusetts based company, will be 
doing bi-weekly, curbside pickups 
in Wrentham. Residents can sign 
up to express interest in the ser-
vice by going to blackearthcom-
post.com. The first 100 residents 

to sign up for the service will get 
a FREE starter kit that includes 
a wheeled barrel as well as com-
postable liners.  

The service is available for a 
fee of  $16.99 monthly or sign up 
for six months for $89.99. While 
participating in the program, res-
idents will also receive a coupon 
for a free bag of  compost.

Benefits to the environment 
when composting can be found 
on the Black Earth Compost web 
site, and additional information 
can be found at www.epa.gov/
recycle/composting-home. 

Questions? Email Black Earth 
through their website or follow 
Wrentham Recycling’s Facebook 
page and send a message.

Concert Intime
A Musical Tribute with a Historic Connection 
to Helen Keller

The Wrentham Historic 
Commission and the Origi-
nal Congregational Church 
proudly present Concert Intime, 
an extraordinary musical event 
exploring the trailblazing Zoell-
ner String Quartet, performed 
by the acclaimed Musicians of  
Ma’alwyck. The concert will take 
place on Friday, July 25 at 8 p.m. 
at the Original Congregational 
Church in Wrentham.

This unique performance in-
vites audiences to step back in 
time and rediscover the adven-
tures, stories, and musical bril-

liance of  the early 20th-century 
Zoellner String Quartet. Their 
remarkable legacy includes a 
compelling historical connection 
to Wrentham, having spent two 
summers in residence there in 
1915 and 1916 with renowned 
disability rights advocate Helen 
Keller. Musicians of  Ma’alwyck 
bring this history to life through 
a thoughtfully curated perfor-
mance that intertwines music 
and storytelling.

Tickets are $20 and available 
online. For more information, 
visit musiciansofmaalwyck.org.

Three Wrentham Girl Scouts 
Earn Gold Award for Community 
Impact Projects

Girl Scouts of  Southeastern 
New England recently hon-
ored three young women from 
Wrentham for earning the pres-
tigious Girl Scout Gold Award, 
the highest achievement in Girl 
Scouting. Each teen took on a 
community-focused project that 
addressed important needs and 
left a lasting impact.

Sammy Hughey: Supporting 
Mental Health in Elementary 
Schools

Sammy Hughey earned her 
Gold Award for her project titled 
Calming Corner Kits for Elementary 
School Students. With a passion for 
children’s mental health, Sammy 
created specialized kits for every 
K-3 classroom at Delaney El-
ementary School in Wrentham. 
These kits included stress-relief  
tools such as books, coloring 
pages, fidget toys, posters with 
breathing exercises, and posi-
tive affirmations—all designed 
to help young students manage 

anxiety and stress in a healthy, 
effective way.

To make her vision a reality, 
Sammy collaborated closely with 
the Delaney School principal 
and school counselors through-
out the academic year. She also 
organized fundraisers and solic-
ited donations from local stores, 
friends, and family to gather the 
materials for the kits. Addition-
ally, she created resource docu-
ments for teachers to further 
support their students’ emotional 
well-being.

Sammy presented her project 
to the teachers at the start of  the 
school year and received positive 
feedback from the staff. 

Lillian James: Helping Classmates 
Excel in Spanish

Lillian James was also recog-
nized with the Gold Award for 
her project Sí Se Puede: Strength-
ening Spanish Education in Schools. 
After noticing that many of  her 
classmates were struggling with 

Spanish but hesitant to ask for 
help, Lillian took action to fill 
the gap. She created an online 
resource hub filled with study 
guides and helpful materials for 
Spanish students and worked 
with school leadership to revive 
a Spanish-specific tutoring pro-
gram.

Lillian partnered with the 
Spanish National Honor Society 
to recruit volunteers for after-
school tutoring. Because of  her 
efforts, the program has seen 
steady student participation and 
measurable improvement in stu-
dent performance.

Kate LaPlaca: Food Pantry 
Cookbook Helps Clients Cook 
Nutritious Meals

Kate LaPlaca earned the pres-
tigious Girl Scout Gold Award 
for her project, Food Pantry Recipe 
Book. Partnering with the Wren-

SCOUTS
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Sammy Hughey created kits to 
help young students manage 
anxiety.

Lillian James helped implement 
an after-school Spanish tutoring 
program.

Kate LaPlaca wrote a cookbook 
to help food pantry clients cook 
simple, nutritious meals.
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Q & A With Healthy KP
What is the Drug-Free Community (DFC) grant program?
Q: What is the Drug-Free 
Communities (DFC) grant 
program?

A: The DFC grant is a federal 
program that helps local com-
munities prevent youth substance 
use. It provides funding and sup-
port to help schools, families and 
community groups work together 
to create safe, healthy environ-
ments for kids. Research shows 
that students who feel connected 
to school and supported by adults 
are less likely to use drugs or al-
cohol. The DFC grant helps 
create these connections—both 
through education and through 
fun, meaningful activities that 
build a sense of  belonging.

Q: Is the King Philip Regional 
School District part of this 
program?

A: Yes! King Philip Regional 
School District partners with the 

Healthy KP Substance Use Pre-
vention Coalition. The coalition 
was formed in 2018 and received 
federal DFC funding in 2020.

Q: How is the Healthy KP 
Coalition using the 
grant?

A: It funds edu-
cation, outreach, 
and events that 
help students 
stay connected 
and make positive 
choices. Examples 
include providing 
prevention resources and 
guest speakers for parents, sup-
porting student events that build 
positive peer relationships, and 
partnering with schools on the 
diversion program, which helps 
students learn, reflect, and grow 
after substance-related incidents.

Q: Who is involved in the coalition, 
and how is it structured?

A: Each DFC-funded coalition 
must include representatives from 
12 required community sectors, 

ensuring a broad and 
balanced approach 

to prevention. 
These sectors 
are: youth, par-
ents, business 
c o m m u n i t y, 
media, schools, 

youth-serving 
organizations, law 

enforcement, reli-
gious or faith-based or-

ganizations, civic and volunteer 
groups, health care profession-
als, state/local government, and 
other organizations involved in 
reducing substance use. In addi-
tion to its sector representatives, 
the Coalition includes a full-time 

coordinator, a Steering Com-
mittee and engaged community 
members who help guide and 
support its work.

Q: What’s next for the Healthy 
King Philip Coalition?

A: The coalition has applied 
for a continuation of  the DFC 
grant to keep this work going for 
another five years. If  awarded, 
the funding will allow even more 
support for prevention programs 
in the district. The commu-
nity will find out in September 
whether the new funding has 
been approved.

Q: How can I get involved?
A: The coalition welcomes 

new members! Whether you’re a 
parent, student, business owner, 
or just someone who cares, your 
voice matters. Visit healthykp.org 
for more information or reach 
out to info@healthykp.org for 
updates on coalition meetings, 

volunteer opportunities, and 
ways to support local prevention 
work.

Please email your questions to 
info@healthykp.org. Your questions 
will remain confidential and anony-
mous. Formed in 2018, Healthy KP is 
a community-based group of  volunteers 
from the tri-town communities working 
together to prevent and reduce the use 
of  alcohol, drugs and nicotine/tobacco 
products among our youth. In December 
of  2020, Healthy KP was awarded a 
Drug-Free Communities (DFC) grant 
allowing the coalition to strengthen com-
munity collaboration and engagement to 
prevent and reduce substance use among 
youth. By implementing evidence-based 
prevention programs, strengthening 
partnerships and building connections 
through community events, Healthy KP 
has made progress in reducing rates of  
youth use. For more information, visit 
www.healthykp.org.

Norfolk Lions Announce 2025 Scholarship Recipients
The Norfolk Lions are pleased 

to announce the recipients of  the 
2025 scholarship awards.  Four 
high school seniors were each 
awarded $2,500 scholarships. 
To be eligible, the student must 
reside in Norfolk but can attend 
any public or private high school 
or be home schooled.

The scholarships are awarded 
to candidates who demonstrate 
a commitment to an active in-
volvement in community service, 
as well as academic performance 
and participation in other extra-
curricular activities.  This year’s 
recipients are:

Ashrith Epuri
High School: King Philip High 
School
Attending: University of  Florida

Keira Evans
High School: King Philip High 
School
Attending: University of  Florida

Ugonna Ezemma
High School: King Philip High 
School
Attending: University of  
Massachusetts Amherst

Lindsey Moynihan
High School: Ursuline Academy
Attending: Tufts University

tham Food Pantry, Kate created 
a cookbook titled Cheap and 
Easy Meals, featuring simple, 
nutritious recipes using ingre-
dients commonly found at the 
pantry.

She assembled meal kits for 
her overnight oats recipe in 
mason jars, accompanied by 

one of  35 hand-painted pottery 
bowls she crafted. These were 
distributed to families during 
pantry pickups. Kate also orga-
nized a food drive to collect in-
gredients for the featured recipe 
and made the cookbook avail-
able online to ensure long-term 
impact.

Find Kate’s recipe book here: 
https://sites.google.com/view/
cheapandeasymeals/home.

SCOUTS
continued from page 3
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An Apology to Howard Bailey
To the Editor:
At the Wrentham Special 

Town Meeting of  May 12, the 
Town voted to exercise its right 
to buy 2095 West Street and 
deny Howard Bailey, a local 
builder and developer, his plan 
to develop that property.  Al-
though I was happy with the 
vote, I was uncomfortable with 
the characterizations made re-
garding Howard at that meet-
ing.  Atypical of  many builders, 
Howard has been a friend to 
Conservation and Open Space 
in Wrentham for more than 
50 years.  As the Agent for the 
Conservation Commission, I 
offer my apology for not rising to 
speak to that at the meeting but 
also believed such was tangent to 
the subject and that Mr. Bailey 
could weather the mischaracter-
izations.

I’ve been the Conservation 
Agent in Wrentham since 1989 
and have worked with Howard 
over that time on several proj-
ects.  He can be difficult, but 
he is a businessman hewing to 
the regulations and decisions 

of  the Town’s boards.  The 
local builders, like Howard, 
have reputations to protect and 
always finish their projects as 
the boards direct.  Some out-
of-town builders showered the 
Town boards with promises and 
then ran away to the next town 
after the profit was wrung out.  
That sticks the Town with pay-
ing to finish the work correctly, 
which can cost tens to hundreds 
of  thousands of  dollars.  Sev-
eral local builders, with How-
ard in the fore-front, have used 
the Open Space Preservation 
Development (OSPD) Bylaw to 
permanently protect natural, 
open spaces.  Although some of  
that Open Space wasn’t the best 
it could be, some of  the blame 
could be assigned to a badly 
outdated OSPD Bylaw and not 
completely the developer.

With the many new residents 
in Town, I would like to pro-
vide some background on Open 
Space and Mr. Bailey.  Howard 
was a good friend of  my late 
father-in-law, Luke Schensnol 
– one of  the founders of  the 

Conservation Commission, and 
together they acted during the 
1970s and early ‘80s to preserve 
many of  the open spaces that 
we have today.  Much of  that 
work has been forgotten.  But 
one example that springs to my 
mind is a 100-acre area south of  
Crocker Pond that serves as the 
upper watershed for our Town 
Well #4.  Howard worked with 
the owner, Mr. Simeone, to deed 
that property to the Conserva-
tion Commission to maintain it 
in a natural state.

The primary reason to pre-
serve Open Space is to protect 
the quality and quantity of  our 
drinking water.  This not only 
gives us and downstream com-
munities cleaner water but keeps 
our taxes low by lessening the 
need to treat that water.  Sec-
ondary benefits are fewer homes 
and thus cars on the road and 
a town that retains some of  its 
rural appearance and heritage.  
Regardless of  the math and cir-
cumstances, study-after-study 
have found that residential de-
velopment costs a town money.  

The fact that so many came out 
to protect this one property was 
encouraging and hopefully it 
persists.

Sincerely,
Darryl Luce, Agent
Wrentham Conservation Commission
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Summer Cleanout  is Greener with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of  reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe walking through your 
basement has gotten difficult 
or there is no more room in the 
attic? Perhaps you are planning 
to move, and you need to declut-
ter before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can 
be challenging. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  every-
thing.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 

got a staff of  ten, along with 
eight trucks, servicing eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 
or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have han-
dled it all. They’ve dismantled 
above-ground pools, hauled 
away ancient hot tubs, taken 
down old fencing, and stripped 
away worn carpeting. They’ll 
come for a single item, or they’ll 
clean out an entire house. And 
they can take almost anything. 
They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or con-
crete, but everything else is fair 
game for them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 

donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 

up at the transfer station.
Working with Affordable 

Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  you 
want by renting a 15-cubic-yard 
dumpster for a week and chuck-
ing up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 
what you don’t use.

If  you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at 
the items, and the team will fill 
up their truck and haul away 
your unwanted things. However 
you do it, you’re left with more 
space and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone 
call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for 

an appointment. There aren’t 
any hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston. It’s not uncommon 
for someone to reach Jay at the 
restaurant, order a sandwich, 
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the 
local small business really can 
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk 
Removal and Dumpster Rental 
and let a local small business 
take care of  everything for you.  
Call Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit us online at  
AffordableJunkRemoval.com. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Store Hours:

Monday - Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-4

Locally owned women's fashion 
boutique offering curated, 
unique  styles, new arrivals 

every week and personalized 
shopping experience

342 E. Central St. Franklin, Ma 02038 (next to Big Y)

Franklin

Store Hours:

Monday - Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-4

Locally owned women's fashion 
boutique offering curated, 
unique  styles, new arrivals 

every week and personalized 
shopping experience

342 E. Central St. Franklin, Ma 02038 (next to Big Y)

Franklin

Locally owned 
women’s fashion 
boutique offering 

curated, unique styles, 
new arrivals every 

week and personalized 
shopping experience.

342 E. Central St. Franklin, Ma 02038 (next to Big Y)
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781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

OUR SERVICES
  Roofing 
  Siding 
  Gutters 
  Windows 
  Doors 
  Skylights

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
 $99 Service Calls

  Gutter Cleaning 
  Small Leaks 
  Ventilation Questions 
  Flashing Repairs

“Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

KPHS Valedictorian and Salutatorian Named
King Philip High School has 

announced the valedictorian 
and salutatorian of  the Class of  
2025.

The valedictorian of  the 
graduating class is Noah Lerner, 
and the salutatorian is Sarah Joy.

Noah Lerner
“Noah is a truly exceptional 

student whose intellectual drive 
and dedication to learning have 
set him apart,” said Principal 
Nicole Bottomley in a press re-
lease. “He has pursued the most 
rigorous academic path avail-
able at King Philip, enrolling 
exclusively in Honors and Ad-
vanced Placement courses, and 
complementing his studies with 
independent work in data sci-
ence through IBM’s Coursera 
program. With a keen interest 
in mathematics and computer 
science, Noah approaches prob-
lem-solving with sharp ana-
lytical thinking and a genuine 
enthusiasm for discovery.

Noah served as president of  
the Spanish National Honor 
Society and participated in the 
Math National Honor Soci-
ety. He was also a three-season 
varsity captain, leading the 
cross country, indoor track, and 

spring track teams.
Outside of  school, Noah vol-

unteered at Magnolia Heights 
Gracious Retirement Living and 
worked at Bonnet Shores Beach 
Club.

Noah has committed to the 
University of  Central Florida to 
study computer science for the 
next phase of  his education.

Sarah Joy
“Sarah has distinguished 

herself  through exceptional 
academic achievement, artistic 
talent, and a deep commitment 
to service,” said Principal Bot-
tomley. “She has consistently 
demonstrated intellectual curi-
osity and leadership.”

Sarah completed her Gradu-
ation with Distinction year-long 
project/capstone on the medical 
science of  meditation during her 
senior year. 

In addition to her academic 
accomplishments, Sarah served 
as the treasurer of  the National 
Honor Society and as president 
of  the French National Honor 
Society. She was also a member 
of  the Science National Honor 
Society and the Healthcare 
Club. She is an accomplished 
musician, participating in the 

Band Leadership Program and 
Chamber Music Group, and she 
has taken private flute lessons 
throughout high school.

Sarah is also a dedicated 
dancer, specializing in ballet, 
contemporary, and jazz. She at-
tended the five-week Washing-
ton School of  Ballet Summer 

Intensive Program, as well as a 
one-week Repertory Experience 
held there.

Her passion for the arts ex-
tends into mentorship — she 
teaches children’s ballet at the 
Franklin School of  Perform-
ing Arts. She also volunteers 
through the Leo Club, contrib-

uting to numerous service proj-
ects that benefit both the school 
and the broader community.

Sarah has committed to 
Brown University to study neu-
roscience, pre-med, and ballet 
as part of  the next phase of  her 
education.

The valedictorian of the Class of 2025 at King Philip Regional High School is Noah Lerner, left, and the 
salutatorian is Sarah Joy. (Photo Courtesy King Philip Regional School District)

Norfolk Summer Concert Series 
Norfolk’s summer concert 

series takes place Thursday eve-
nings on Town Hill from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Check the Recreation 
Department’s Facebook page 
for updates or changes due to 
weather. Rain dates are usually 
the following Monday. Concerts 
are presented by Norfolk Rec-
reation, with support from the 
Norfolk Cultural Council.

June 26
Reminisants - Great Oldies 

July 3 
Southern New England Com-

munity Concert Band - Big Band 
Sound

July 10
Heartland Radio - Current 

and Classic Country 

July 17
Ocean Breeze - Beach Music 

July 24
Franklin School of  Perform-

ing Arts SPA Electric Youth 

July 31
Pub Kings - Favorite Pub 

Songs

August 7
BC & Company - Jazz, Show 

Tunes, & More! 

Tunes for Tots – Concerts 
for the Littlest Residents

Children’s concerts take place 
Tuesdays from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
on Town Hill. If  it rains, con-
certs will be held inside the Nor-
folk Public Library. Concerts are 
presented by Norfolk Recreation 
and the Norfolk Public Library, 
with support from local sponsors.

June 24
Jungle Jim sponsored by the 

Norfolk Lions

July 1 
Toe Jam Puppet Band spon-

sored by SEPAC

July 8 
Rolie Polie Guacamole spon-

sored by Norfolk Community 
League

July 15
The BaNannies sponsored by 

Exhale, A School of  Dance

July 22
BenAnna Band sponsored by 

C&C Ice Cream Truck
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. July 31, 2025Exp. July 31, 2025 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. July 31, 2025

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

New Memory Café Launches in Norfolk
By Grace allen

On June 25, the Norfolk 
Council on Aging held its first 
Memory Café in the Commu-
nity Room of  the Norfolk Public 
Library. Scheduled for the fourth 
Wednesday of  every month 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., the 
Memory Café will offer individ-
uals with memory loss and their 
caregivers a place to connect and 
enjoy activities in a supportive, 
judgement-free environment.

According to Karen Edwards, 
the director of  Norfolk’s Council 
on Aging, the Memory Café aims 
to provide a little normalcy, fun, 

and companionship in the lives 
of  those affected by dementia or 
Alzheimer’s.

“The goal is to reduce social 
isolation in a stigma-free social 
setting,” Edwards explained. “It’s 
an opportunity to go someplace 
together, and caregivers can meet 
other caregivers, too.”

The monthly Memory Café 
is sponsored by the Friends of  
the Library and the Council on 
Aging. A light lunch is provided, 
along with games, easy crafts, 
and other interactive activities. 

Some form of  musical en-
tertainment is usually on tap, 

too, since the benefits of  music 
for individuals with dementia is 
well-known. The Alzheimer’s 
Association notes music can im-
prove mood, reduce agitation, 
and enhance memory, cognition, 
and emotional expression.

“Music does resonate with 
people with memory loss,” said 
Edwards. “We may forget a lot 
of  things, but even non-verbal 
people seem to recognize music 
from their youth.”

The July 23 Memory Café 
will feature Donna Newman-
Bluestein, a dance therapist. On 
her website, danceforconnection.

com, Newman-Bluestein notes 
cognitively-impaired individuals 
respond well to both music and 
movement, both of  which en-
hance neuroplasticity, the brain’s 
capacity to rewire itself  in re-
sponse to new experiences. 

Many of  the area’s senior cen-
ters host memory cafés. Edwards 
says they are all held on differ-
ent days of  the month, so people 
can attend more than one. Any-
one from any town is welcome 
to attend Norfolk’s. Quite often, 
assisted-living communities will 
take some of  their residents to 
memory cafés, and help sponsor 
the programming. 

More than six million people 
in the U.S. have been diagnosed 
with some form of  dementia, 
according to a report by the Na-
tional Institutes of  Health. Re-
searchers estimate that 42% of  
Americans over the age of  55 will 
eventually develop dementia. 

Edwards has wanted to 
bring a memory café to Norfolk 
for a while now. She is a certi-
fied trainer in Powerful Tools 
for Caregivers, which teaches 

memory-enhancing techniques 
and practical strategies to boost 
memory functioning. She has 
found that most of  the partici-
pants in her classes are caregivers 
for someone with dementia. 

“Dementia diagnoses are hap-
pening more and more because 
people are living longer,” Ed-
wards said, noting her father had 
Alzheimer’s. “There’s a need for 
support.” 

Edwards hopes Norfolk’s new 
Memory Café will offer some of  
that support and says she’s open 
to feedback from participants. 
The programming will evolve 
and reflect the community’s 
wants and needs.

“I’d like it to be one more op-
tion, or tool in the toolbox, for 
caregivers,” she said. “It’s a way 
to get out and provide themselves 
and their person with a nice thing 
to do.”

Contact the Council on Aging 
at 508-528-4430 with any ques-
tions about the Memory Café. 
Participants are asked to register 
before attending.

Wrentham Lions Announce 
2025 Scholarship Recipients

The Wrentham Lions Club awarded four schol-
arships to the following graduating seniors at King 
Philip High School’s Awards Night on June 5. The 
scholarship winners were: 

• Caitlin O’Brien: Educational Opportunity 
Scholarship

• Lillian James: Eugene “Skippy” Brooks Memo-
rial Leadership Scholarship

• Dylan Canavan: Mariano Bernardini Memo-
rial STEM Scholarship

• Addisyn Lamothe-Vaughn: Phil & Mickey 
Scott Memorial Health Profession Scholarship
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Your Money, Your Independence 

Enjoy Every Sandwicher Moment.  

Once David Letterman had 
a frequent guest and favorite 
musician of  his, Warren Zevon, 
on for an entire show. Zevon, 
who disclosed his terminal can-
cer, performed and interviewed 
throughout. Dave at one point 
asked, “Anything you know now, 
that I should know?” to which 
Zevon wittily deadpanned, 
“Enjoy every sandwich.”

Those raising children and 
helping aging parents often feel 
rushed and are distracted think-
ing about what’s next, overlook-
ing the beauty of  daily, mundane 
moments. 

July is National Sandwich 
Generation Month, celebrating 
a generation of  people sand-
wiched between caring for their 
young children and aging par-
ents at the same time.

I’m a Sandwicher, as are ap-
proximately 15% of  Americans 
between ages 40-60 who face 
the challenges of  planning, com-
municating and executing for 3 
generations at once. 

After 60 years in their New 
Hampshire home, my parents 
were struggling with their health 
and finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to maintain their inde-
pendence. The stress weighed 
heavily on my mother, as she was 
becoming a caregiver and daily 
living/house routines began to 
slide. My wife, our daughters 
(then 5 & 3) and I lived com-
fortably in our Ashland home. 
The adults agreed on a Plan B 
supported by updated financial 
planning. Sell both homes, buy a 
new home for 3 generations and 
live as one household sharing in 
daily responsibilities. 

The urgency was greater 
than anticipated and not with-
out challenges since our move to 
Holliston, here’s some antidotes 
for Sandwichers:

Small talks instead of “The 
Talk”. Families don’t like to 
think about declining health 
and elder care, let alone discuss 
it. I used single topics tied to a 
recent story about a friend, ask-
ing what they would do. I’d gain 
small agreements, then change 
the subject to continue building 
a framework for a mutual plan.   

Bring in outside mediators. 
My aunt shared with my mom 
that time is not your friend. She 
emphasized the positives and 
encouraged to act now, rather 
than later, when fewer options 
are available. Additionally, we 
consulted with an elder care at-
torney on understanding MA 
Health options, current trusts, 
POAs and proxies before mak-
ing the move. 

Define their plans for well-
ness. Far too often, adult chil-
dren tip-toe around aging 
conversations with parents for 
fear it may come across as mor-
bid or worse, inheritance focus.  
These conversations need to 
focus on their future ideas of  
wellness. What is it they foresee 
for a surviving spouse? When 
they can no longer remain in-
dependent? By having these 
talks when both parents are in 

good health, it defines their ex-
pectations and allows planning 
a foundation with greater flex-
ibility. 

Your spouse’s support is 
critical. Very fortunate to have a 
spouse that pushed me to see the 
positives and embraces bringing 
family in as “you’d want your 
daughters to treat you the same 
someday”. 

Through the eyes of a child. 
It’s not all about you, the girls 
show the love and benefits 
of  learning by being around 
grandma and grandpa. And 
vice versa, as health and activ-
ity improved due to the energy 
and motivation brought daily by 
our girls.   

Sometimes timing is every-
thing. I couldn’t imagine the 
anxiety and ill-advised actions 
my parents would have faced on 
their own since fall of  2018. Nor 
would I have wanted to see my 
mom on her own this past year 
and moving forward. 

Your parents sacrificed many 
things to make sure you had it 
better, including concealing is-
sues to not worry you. Be open 
with communication and em-
brace change, the best ways to 
prevent costly unintended con-
sequences and ensure positive 
lasting memories. 

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

Eyeworks of Millis is proud to be celebrating its 17th 
Year in the community.  We strive to provide the best 
service and excellent products at a reasonable price.  

We offer a warm, welcoming atmosphere, expert advice 
and a no-pressure environment.  

We accept eyeglass prescriptions from any Doctor's 
office and can duplicate your current prescription.

508-376-0800 
Milliston Common, Millis

Open: Tue-Wed-Thur 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-2

Gilly’s House to Host Free 
Summerfest Celebration 

Gilly’s House invites the pub-
lic to its annual FREE Summer-
fest Family Fun Sober Event, 
taking place on Sunday, August 
17 from 12 to 4 p.m. at the Wren-
tham Developmental Center 
Fairgrounds, located at 131 Em-
erald Street, Wrentham.

The annual celebration brings 
the community together to 
honor recovery, connection, and 
healthy fun in a safe, substance-
free environment. Admission is 
completely free, and all food and 
activities are provided at no cost, 
thanks to the generosity of  spon-
sors and community partners.

The afternoon will feature:
• Live music and entertain-

ment from MC Michael Pe-
tit and DJ Jeff Hall

• A wide variety of  family-
friendly activities, including 
a circus workshop, water 
slide, bouncy house, pet-
ting zoo, dunk tank, dragon 
foam, and arts & crafts

• Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
chips & drinks (sponsored 
by the Norfolk Lions Club)

• A restaurant cook-off featur-
ing many local restaurants

• A special guest appearance 
by Pat the Patriot, mascot of  
the New England Patriots

• Recovery resources and lo-
cal vendors on site

Gilly’s House, a sober re-
covery home for men located 
in Wrentham, was founded by 

David and Barbara Gillmeister 
in memory of  their son, Steven, 
known as “Gilly” by his friends. 
The nonprofit’s mission is to 
provide a structured sober en-
vironment along with life-skills 
development to help residents 
reintegrate successfully into the 
community.

As a nonprofit sober home 
and community resource, Gilly’s 
House relies on the support of  
donors and sponsors to make 
Summerfest a continued success. 
To help keep the event free for 
all, visit www.gillyshouse.com for 
sponsorship opportunities.

For questions or to get in-
volved, please contact Maureen 
at maureen@gillyshouse.com.
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Summer Eye Safety
Stay Safe This 4th of July
By: roGer M. Kaldawy, M.d. 
Milford franKlin eye center

We all use sunscreen to protect 
our skin, but it’s important not to 
forget your eyes. Summer means 
more time outdoors, and sunlight 
can be harmful to your eyes just 
as it is to your skin. Bright sun-
light increases the risk of  cata-
racts, macular degeneration, and 
even eye cancer. This risk is the 
same when using indoor tanning 
beds, so protecting your eyes 
from artificial UV light matters 
as much as shielding them from 
natural sunlight. If  you’re spend-
ing time at the beach or pool, be 
aware that sunlight reflecting off 
water and sand can cause pho-
tokeratitis, a painful condition 
sometimes called snow blindness.

Everyone, regardless of  age 
or skin color, is vulnerable to UV 
damage, but children are espe-
cially at risk because their eyes 

absorb more UV rays. People 
with light-colored eyes may also 
be more susceptible to certain eye 
diseases linked to UV exposure, 
including eye cancer. Addition-
ally, people with eye conditions 
like retinal dystrophy might be 
more sensitive to UV damage.

One of  the most common eye 
problems linked to sun exposure 
is cataracts, which is a clouding 
of  the eye’s lens. The lens needs 
to be clear to focus light prop-
erly on the retina for good vi-
sion. Years of  sun exposure are 
a major factor in cataract devel-
opment, which is why cataract 
surgery is the most frequently 
performed surgery in the United 
States.

Despite the risks, many people 
don’t realize how important it is 
to protect their eyes from UV 
rays. A survey by the American 
Academy of  Ophthalmology 
found that only about half  of  

those who wear sunglasses check 
whether they block UV light. 
Fortunately, protecting your eyes 
is simple. Sunglasses should be 
labeled as providing 100% UV 
protection or UV400 to block 
both UV-A and UV-B rays. 
Choosing wraparound styles 
helps prevent UV rays from en-
tering around the edges. Even 
if  you wear contact lenses that 
block UV rays, you still need to 
wear sunglasses for full protec-
tion. Wearing a wide-brimmed 
hat along with your sunglasses 
adds extra defense from sunlight.

Children need special care 
too. It’s best to keep them out 
of  direct sunlight during midday 

when the sun’s rays are strongest, 
and make sure they always wear 
sunglasses and hats when outside. 
Many people think clouds block 
UV rays, but this is not true; 
the sun’s rays can pass through 
clouds, haze, and fog, causing 
damage at any time of  the year—
not just in summer. Be especially 
cautious when near water, snow, 
or at high altitudes, where sun-
light is more intense because it 
reflects off these surfaces.

With these simple precautions, 
you and your family can enjoy 
the summer safely while protect-
ing your vision.

Fireworks: Enjoy the Celebra-
tion Safely

With Independence Day ap-
proaching, many people look 
forward to fireworks. While 
professional displays are gener-
ally safe, backyard fireworks can 
cause serious injuries. Most fire-
work injuries happen between 
late June and late July. Each year 
about 16,000 people go to emer-
gency rooms because of  fire-
works-related injuries, and there 
are roughly 18 deaths. The num-
ber of  minor injuries that don’t 
require ER visits is even higher.

Many people believe those 
lighting fireworks are at the high-
est risk, but it’s the bystanders 
who are most often hurt. About 
65% of  firework-related emer-
gency room visits are by people 
watching from the sidelines. Inju-
ries most commonly affect hands, 
fingers, legs, head, face, ears, and 
arms. Small fireworks and spar-
klers, often considered safer and 
used near children, still cause 
many injuries.

Eye injuries from fireworks 
can be especially devastating. 
The eyes are very delicate, and 
sparks, flames, smoke, or flying 
debris from fireworks can cause 
permanent damage. Common 
eye injuries include scratches on 
the cornea, detached retinas, 
ruptured eyeballs, and burns. 
Any injury to the eye should be 
treated as a medical emergency. 
If  you suffer an eye injury from 
fireworks, seek immediate care. 
To avoid risks, leave fireworks to 
the professionals and enjoy a safe 
celebration.

Advances in Cataract Surgery
If  the sun caught up with you 

and you now have cataracts and 
need surgery, new technology 
can greatly improve your results. 

Bladeless laser cataract surgery 
is a major advancement that is 
FDA-approved and widely used 
by leading ophthalmologists. 
This method offers greater preci-
sion and safety compared to tra-
ditional surgery and often allows 
correction of  astigmatism at the 
same time, resulting in better vi-
sion outcomes.

Why Choose Milford Franklin 
Eye Center?

At Milford Franklin Eye 
Center, we provide high-quality 
sunglasses with full UV protec-
tion at our optical service. For 
those needing cataract surgery, 
Dr. Roger Kaldawy was the first 
surgeon in the area, and among 
the first in Massachusetts, to offer 
bladeless laser-assisted cataract 
surgery. Dr. Dan Liu in our prac-
tice, offers the same services. We 
use premium lenses that correct 
vision at all distances, including 
near, far, and everything in be-
tween. Thanks to bladeless laser 
technology, even patients with 
astigmatism can now enjoy ex-
cellent results.

Our surgeries take place in 
a certified, accredited surgery 
center in Milford, where an an-
esthesiologist is always present to 
ensure your safety and comfort. 
This level of  care is not typical 
for all practices; some perform 
surgery in-office without an an-
esthesiologist, which is not en-
dorsed by professional societies 
or Medicare. If  you have been 
offered office-based cataract sur-
gery, call us for a second opinion.

With more than 24 years of  
experience and tens of  thou-
sands of  procedures performed, 
we are proud to offer state-of-the-
art medical and surgical eye care 
to our community. Your vision 
comes first with us.

Protect your eyes this summer 
by wearing proper sunglasses, 
using hats, avoiding direct sun 
during peak hours, and celebrat-
ing holidays safely. If  it’s time for 
cataract surgery, advanced op-
tions are available to restore your 
vision better than ever. At Mil-
ford Franklin Eye Center, we’re 
here to help you see clearly for 
many summers to come.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Living Healthy

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 
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Living Healthy
Round and Round You Go!

Many people seek chiroprac-
tic care for low back, mid back 
or neck pain, but where can they 
turn to for balance and/or dizzi-
ness problems?

When considering treatment 
for balance, we must consider the 
“Proprioceptive System.” The 
body communicates between its 
parts through proprioceptors, 
located in the muscles and the 
joints, that relay information to 
the brain. This information from 
the various body parts is then 
integrated with incoming infor-
mation from the vestibular sys-
tem (inner ear). The brain also 
relies heavily on the cerebellum, 
located in the back of  the head, 
which is largely responsible for 

coordination the unconscious 
(automatic) aspects of  proprio-
ception. The ability to maintain 
balance is dependent on all three 
of  these systems working prop-
erly.

John G visited the Holistic 
Center at Bristol Square office 
complaining of  dizziness and 
loss of  balance. This started after 
he had Covid and he had been 
sneezing and coughing. He had 
been to his primary care physi-
cian who told him his issues can 
happen after a virus like Covid 
and would resolve on its own. 
After suffering for over two weeks 
with these symptoms John de-
cided on a second opinion at the 
Holistic Center. Upon his exam, 

it was discovered that John had 
benign paroxysmal positional 
vertigo (BPPV), and needed 
treatment. After being put on a 
regimen of  chiropractic adjust-
ments, supplements and specific 
exercises, the dizziness and loss 
of  balance started to resolve.

If  you or a family member are 
suffering from BPPV or balance 
and /or dizziness problems con-
tact The Holistic Center at Bris-
tol Square, located at 1426 Main 
St. in Walpole. Call (508) 660-
2722 to schedule an appointment 
today.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Dr. Rochelle Bien, Dr. Molly Rappaport & Dr. Michael Goldstein

This summer, embrace a lifestyle 
where independence meets support 
and every day brings something new 
to enjoy. At SALMON at Medway, you’ll 
find exceptional amenities, engaging 
activities, and specialized care options, 
including assisted living and memory 
care, all designed to meet your needs 
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more 
— we can’t wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Warm  Days,
A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

Wrentham Resident 
Receives Commission 
into United States Army

On May 7, Carter Joseph 
Campbell of  Wrentham received 
commission into the United 
States Army at Clemson Univer-
sity.

Clemson University’s Army 
and Air Force ROTC units held 
a joint ceremony to commission 
37 Second Lieutenants. Twenty-
two students received commis-
sions into the U.S. Army, and 15 
students received commissions 
into the U.S. Air Force.

The ceremony occurred at 
Clemson’s newly renovated Me-

morial Auditorium in Tillman 
Hall.

Following the commissioning 
ceremony, the newly appointed 
Lieutenants participated in a 
Silver Dollar Salute on Clemson 
University’s Military Heritage 
Plaza above Bowman field. The 
ceremony marks the first salute 
received by the officer from an 
enlisted member. As a sign of  
mutual respect, the officer pres-
ents the enlisted member with a 
silver dollar.

Wrentham resident Karson M. Bilezerian graduated from St. 
Sebastian’s School on June 5. Bilezerian, shown with Head of 
School Brendan Sullivan, will be attending Fairfield University in 
the fall.
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
Your Best Summer Hair Ever 
Easy Ways to Keep Your Hair Healthy All Summer Long
By Gina woelfel

Feel that sunshine? The lon-
ger days and poolside vibes mean 
summer is in full swing—and it’s 
the perfect time to brighten your 
blonde with a beachy balayage or 
lighten up your look. But while 
you’re soaking up the season, 
your hair might be soaking up 
something else: UV rays, chlo-
rine, and mineral-heavy water.

The result? Dryness, dullness, 
and yes—even that dreaded 
green tint. Don’t worry—we’ve 
got you covered with easy ways to 
keep your hair healthy, vibrant, 
and summer-ready.

Why Does Hair Turn 
Green in the Summer?

Most people think chlorine is 
the main culprit, but that’s only 
part of  the story. The real issue? 
Metals in the water—especially 
copper.

Copper is often found in pool 
water, particularly those filled 
with well water or treated with 
copper-based algaecides. When 
chlorine oxidizes these metals, 
they bond to the proteins in your 
hair. The result? A greenish pa-
tina—just like an old penny.

And if  you think saltwater 
pools are a safer bet, think again. 

Saltwater systems still produce 
chlorine—they just do it differ-
ently—so your hair is still ex-
posed to the same oxidizing 
effects.

The good news? A few proac-
tive steps can go a long way to-
ward protecting your hair from 
turning green, getting dry, or 
fading in the sun. Read on for 
our expert tips.

Pre-Wet and Protect
Dry hair acts like a sponge, 

quickly soaking up chlorine, salt, 
and other chemicals. Before you 
swim, thoroughly saturate your 
hair with clean, filtered water, 
then apply a protective hair oil. 
We recommend favorites like our 
own b.LUXE BEFORE Oil, Gold-
well’s STYLESIGN Weightless Shine-
Oil, KERASILK’s Multi-Benefit Hair 
Oil, or Oribe’s Gold Lust Nourishing 
Hair Oil. This simple step helps 
block harsh chemicals and seals 
in moisture to keep your hair soft, 
shiny, and protected.

Don’t Be Afraid of a Swim 
Cap

Not just for Olympic athletes 
anymore, swim caps are a smart 
(and often cute) option if  you 
swim frequently. Choose one 
made from silicone or lycra for a 
more comfortable, hair-friendly 
fit. Bonus: they keep your blow-
out intact longer!

Ditch Copper-Based 
Algaecides

If  you maintain your own 
pool, check the ingredients in 
your algaecide. Copper-free op-

tions are now widely available. 
You can also test your water’s 
metal content with simple strips 
from your local pool store and 
use metal removers or filters as 
needed.

Start with Healthy Hair
Dry, brittle hair is more prone 

to damage and discoloration. In-
vest in regular conditioning treat-
ment like KERASILK’s Recovery 
Mask to strengthen and seal the 
hair cuticle.

Rinse and Clarify
After swimming, wash your 

hair as soon as possible to rinse 
away chlorine, salt, and other 
impurities. If  you swim regularly, 
we recommend using a clarify-
ing shampoo every 1–2 weeks to 
deeply cleanse and maintain hair 
health. We love the Kerasilk sham-
poo line—all formulas include a 
chelating agent, which gently 
removes mineral build-up with-
out stripping essential moisture, 
leaving your hair clean, soft, and 
balanced.

Struggling with Hard 
Water at Home?

Clean, healthy hair starts 
with clean water. Hard water 
can dull your color—especially 
blondes—and cause unwanted 
discoloration or fading. That’s 
why b.LUXE now carries the 
Kitsch Water Filter, designed to re-
duce chlorine and other impuri-
ties while being gentle on your 
hair, skin, and nails. Best of  all, 

it won’t affect your shower pres-
sure, so you can enjoy your wash-
time ritual without compromise.

Got Green? Here’s How to 
Fix It

Have you noticed a greenish 
tint in your hair? Don’t worry—
it’s totally fixable. Book a demin-
eralizing treatment at b.LUXE, 
like Malibu C’s Crystal Gel Demin-
eralizer, to remove the build-up of  
metals and impurities that cause 
discoloration. Your stylist may 
also recommend a gloss or glaze 
to rebalance your tone and bring 
back that healthy shine.

A Little Prep Goes a Long 
Way

Summer should be all about 
fun in the sun—not damage con-
trol. With just a few extra steps 
and the right products, you can 
enjoy the pool, the beach, and 
everything in between without 
sacrificing your hair color or 
health.

Are you setting your summer 
hair goals? Book a consultation 
or conditioning treatment with 
b.LUXE today—we’ll help you 
stay shiny, strong, and green-free 
all season long.

Call the studio at (508) 321-
1624 or book online at bluxe.
com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

SUMMER
2025

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 
HAIR SERVICES

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

NEW ENGLAND NEW ENGLAND 
REGLAZEREGLAZE

NOWNOW  

$349$349
COLOR, TRAVEL, MAY APPLY.

www.newenglandwww.newenglandreglazereglaze.com.com

WE DO ANY TUB!
CALL NOW CALL NOW 

617-895-7771617-895-7771

DON’T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT! 
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

SAVE  

$100  
WITH AD

Reg. $449
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Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Officials Reflect on Norfolk Shelter Closing
By Joe Stewart

In May, Governor Maura 
Healey announced that all of  the 
hotel-based emergency shelters 
across Massachusetts would close 
this summer.  Additionally, the 
Norfolk Rapid Shelter located 
at the former Bay State Correc-
tional Center in Norfolk would 
close as well, likely by July 31. 

In an interview, Senator Becca 
Rausch highlighted the collabor-
ative efforts among stakeholders: 
members of  the Healey admin-
istration, Representative Marcus 
Vaughn and his team, govern-
ment leaders from Norfolk and 
Wrentham, school leaders from 
the King Philip Regional School 
District and the Norfolk School 
District, and various community 
groups including Norfolk Strong.  
Rausch noted that early on in the 
crisis the lines of  communication 
were not well established and 
that it took some time to build 
trust among the stakeholders.

Despite initial challenges, 
Rausch credited the Common-
wealth with timely financial sup-
port to both school districts to 
mitigate the abrupt increases in 
enrollment.  Rausch emphasized 
that creating transparent, trusted 
lines of  communication was key 

in reducing the impact on Nor-
folk and surrounding communi-
ties. 

Justin Casanova-Davis, Nor-
folk’s former Town Adminis-
trator, likewise highlighted the 
open lines of  communication, 
stating that he and members 
of  the School Committee, Se-
lect Board, Police and Fire 
Departments, among others, 
participated in weekly meetings 
through December.  Casanova-
Davis said the greatest impact 
was felt at the Norfolk Public 
Schools where additional class-
rooms were created through 
renovation, the costs of  which 
were offset by approximately 

$250,000 provided by the Com-
monwealth. He noted that 
teachers, administrators, and the 
School Committee managed the 
new students effectively and that 
there were minimal impacts to 
other departments such as Fire 
and Police. 

According to the Executive 
Office of  Housing and Livable 
Communities (EOHLC), a core 
goal of  the emergency shelter 
system has been to quickly help 
families find stable housing. 
Families who stayed in the shel-
ter were required to work with 
case managers to secure their 
own leases on the private hous-
ing market. 

Danielle Ferrier, CEO of  
Heading Home, the contractor 
that operated the shelter, shared 
that 306 families and 973 people 
have been supported at the shel-
ter since it opened in June, 2024.  
Heading Home provided em-
ployment training, education and 
housing placement assistance.  
Families have been moved into 
alternative housing across the en-
tire Commonwealth, as far out as 
the Berkshires, where they have 
been able to secure jobs and af-
fordable housing.

The EOHLC shared that al-
most 90% of  families seeking 
shelter now are long-time Massa-
chusetts families.  Since the start 

of  2025, double the number of  
families have exited shelter (ap-
proximately 2,500) than have 
entered shelter (approximately 
1,100).

In an interview with the 
Franklin Observer, State Rep. 
Marcus Vaughn said he’s called 
on the state to develop a clear 
plan for the use of  the Bay State 
property once it’s empty. He re-
quested the Executive Office of  
Administration and Finance ini-
tiate a working group to evaluate 
possible uses, and emphasized 
Norfolk town officials should be 
involved in any discussions.
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KPHS Announces 2025 Graduation Distinction Recipients
Six members of  the King 

Philip Regional High School 
Class of  2025 have earned Grad-
uation Distinction honors.

To be awarded this distinction, 
students proposed, researched, 

and developed a project based 
on a community need, then 
shared their final product with 
the public. Each student wrote a 
final process paper and formally 
presented their project to a fac-

ulty panel. The graduates each 
received a special designation on 
their diploma and was honored 
during the school’s senior awards 
ceremony and commencement 
exercises.

DISTINCTION IN LIBERAL ARTS

Tristan Cornell — The Impact of 
French Language and Culture on 
the Youth

Tristan researched the posi-
tive effects of  bilingualism and 
learning to appreciate French 
culture for American students. 
He also focused on the connec-
tions between the French and 
English languages and how these 
connections can inspire elemen-
tary and middle school students 
to continue their French educa-
tion through high school years. 
Tristan worked with the Fiske 
Public Library to create a poster 
and handouts displaying his re-
search for the Young Adult space.

Sarah Hedberg — Disability in the 
Spotlight: Media Representation 
and Its Impact on Society

Sarah researched how dis-
abilities are portrayed in film and 
television, as well as the impor-
tance of  casting disabled actors 
in roles that require them to por-
tray characters with disabilities. 
She focused on different tropes 
for disabled characters and how 
these need to be addressed and 
remedied. Sarah partnered with 
the Plainville Public Library to 
create a poster displaying her re-
search to library patrons, and she 
gathered overwhelmingly posi-
tive feedback from them.

DISTINCTION IN STEM

Keira Evans — My Local Farm
Keira created and then evalu-

ated the impact of  a mobile app 
that offers comprehensive infor-
mation on local farms, seasonal 
products, and the advantages of  
shopping locally.

Sophia Evans — Exploring 
Computer Science Education and 
Effective Teaching Approaches 
for Younger Students: A Focus on 
Learnathons and Coding

Sophia organized a commu-
nity event that taught elementary 
students about Scratch and cli-
mate science, during which they 
created a climate science game 
using Scratch, a coding com-
munity for children and a coding 
language with a simple visual in-
terface that allows young people 
to create digital stories, games, 
and animations.

Sarah Joy — Here is Everywhere: 
An Introduction to the American 
Medical Mindfulness Movement

Sarah curated and displayed a 
list of  expert resources for those 
wishing to begin mindfulness and 
meditation practices.

Addison Lewis — Empowering 
Young Women in STEM

Addison founded STEM 
Sisters and created the Girls in 
STEM Summer Camp in collab-
oration with a local elementary 
school. She designed multiple 
activities for students and taught 
STEM-focused lessons, and she 
will continue this work during the 
summer of  2025.

THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
AND DOOR EVENT

To get this offer, call to
schedule your FREE consultation.

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE
BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

TOLL
FREE 866-359-1799

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four 
(4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after 
initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus 
accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. +2024 Andersen brand survey of U.S. homeowners. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

July Program Highlights at the Norfolk Senior Center
RSVP to 508-528-4430 or 

register for programs in person 
at the Norfolk Senior Center, 
28 Medway Branch Road. For 
a full list of  activities, visit the 
Council on Aging page on the 
town’s website: norfolk.ma.us.

Thursday, July 3 at 1 p.m. 
Patriotic Flower Arrangements 
Rick Tedoldi of  Norfolk Gar-
den Club hosts this workshop 
making flower arrangements 
using patriotic colored flowers, 
a red vase and an American 
flag. Bring a pair of  sharp scis-
sors and a small bottle of  water. 
Limited to 22 people. Cost: $10. 
RSVP required. Full payment 
due at reservation. No refunds.

Monday, July 7 at 11 a.m. 
Armchair Travel to Greece (Tha-

sos & Karpathos) Travel virtually 
to two Greek islands with Jeff 
Klapes, the Traveling Librarian. 
Thasos is the northernmost of  
the Greek islands while Karpa-
thos is at the extreme southeast 
of  the country. Both have distinct 
Greek charms, and are both off 
the beaten path, but each has its 
own unique personality. Thasos 
is lush and forested with a rich 
history and fabulous beaches. 
Karpathos is mountainous and 
barren but has many traditional 
mountain villages and some 

Thursday, July 10 at 12:30 
p.m. Discover StemWave Learn 
about StemWave therapy, a safe, 
non-invasive, drug-free treat-
ment that is helping many older 
adults find lasting relief  from ar-

thritis, knee, shoulder, back and 
joint pain. This acoustic wave 
therapy stimulates natural heal-
ing. Alleviation Therapeutics 
in Franklin will provide guid-
ance on conditions with which 
StemWave can help. RSVP re-
quested.

Monday, July 14 at 12:45 
p.m. Passing of the Town Cane 
Ceremony Join us as we honor 
Deby Preston, the new old-
est resident of  Norfolk, former 
King Phillip employee, and a 
Norfolk Senior Center bingo en-
thusiast, as she receives the town 
cane. She has been a resident for 
decades. RSVP requested.

Tuesday, July 15 at 1 p.m. 
Steve Martin: The Craftsman 
of Comedy From his early days 

of  standup to his stint as a Sat-
urday Night Live host and his 
decades-long film career in com-
edy, Steve Martin is a star that 
has yet to dim. Join film enthu-
siast Frank Mandosa for a look 
at Martin’s distinguished career. 
RSVP requested. 

Tuesday, July 22 at 1 p.m. Ba-
nanas Foster Cooking Demon-
stration All American Assisted 
Living is providing a demonstra-
tion on making bananas foster. 
Sample some with ice cream. 
RSVP required.

Wednesday, July 23 from 11 
to 12:30 p.m. Norfolk Memory 
Café at Norfolk Library Bring 
your loved one to the Memory 
Café and enjoy a light lunch, 
along with a class led by dance 

and movement therapist Donna 
Newman-Bluestein. For indi-
viduals living with memory loss 
and their care partners. No cost 
to attend.

Tuesday, July 29 at 11 a.m. 
Norfolk Select Board Meet & 
Greet Select Board Vice Chair 
Kevin Roche will discuss various 
happenings in Norfolk and an-
swer your questions. Bagels and 
cream cheese will be provided. 
RSVP required. 

Wednesday, July 30 at 12:45 
p.m. Guitar Performance King 
Phillip High School Senior 
Aidan will play instrumental 
oldies music and more on his 
guitar. RSVP requested. 
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AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!

Wrentham Residents Elected to MA Society of CPAs 
Board Of Directors
Cooper Named Vice-Chair and Audit Committee Chair; Tull Elected Chair-Elect

The Massachusetts Society 
of  Certified Public Accountants 
(MassCPAs) announced that 
Marquis Cooper and Ron Tull, 
CPA, of  Wrentham were elected 
to its Board of  Directors for its 
2025-2026 fiscal year, which 
began May 1.

Cooper, elected as vice-chair 
and audit committee chair, is a 
manager of  global internal audit 
at Boston Scientific where he 
oversees a team of  analysts and 
leads audit and advisory proj-
ects for the company’s corporate 
functions, ESG Strategy, as well 
as the Europe, Middle East and 
Africa region. He also leads the 
company’s BRIDGE employee 
resource group, which is dedi-
cated to enhancing the experi-
ence for Black employees and 

employees of  color and serves 
on MassCPAs’ Academic and 
Career Development Commit-
tee and Educational Foundation 
Board.

Tull, elected as chair-elect, 
is a partner at Schofer Dillberg 
& Company, Inc., a full-service 

public accounting firm in New 
England. With over 23 years of  
tax compliance and consulting 
experience, Tull specializes in 
privately owned businesses, pro-
fessional service organizations, 
and high-net-worth individuals. 
He provides support in entity se-

lection, estate and gift planning, 
multistate tax planning, and as-
sists clients during IRS and state 
examinations.

 MassCPAs Board of  Direc-
tors is a group of  19 elected 
members that sets policies, 
manages programs and over-
sees activities that benefit the 
11,500-member organization 
and accounting profession in 
Massachusetts.

“MassCPAs Board of  Direc-
tors are an exceptional and di-
verse group of  forward-thinking 
leaders,” said Zach Donah, 
CAE, president and CEO of  
MassCPAs. “Their fresh ideas 
and strategic insight will help 
shape our initiatives and foster 
innovation across the account-
ing profession in Massachusetts. 

I am confident that both Mar-
quis and Ron’s involvement will 
be instrumental in driving long-
term growth and value for our 
members and the industry.”

About the Massachusetts 
Society of CPAs:

The Massachusetts Society 
of  Certified Public Accoun-
tants, Inc. is the state’s profes-
sional association of  certified 
public accountants, representing 
over 11,500 members in public 
accounting practice, industry 
and business, government and 
education. The Society works 
to develop and maintain high 
professional standards and of-
fers a wide array of  legislative, 
technical and referral services to 
its members.

Ron TullMarquis Cooper 

July Summer Services at the First Universalist Society
The First Universalist Society 

in Franklin (FUSF) July summer 
services will explore the Unitar-
ian Universalist (UU) values of  
Equity, Transformation, Gener-
osity, Interdependence, Justice, 
Pluralism and Love.  All services 
start at 10 a.m., followed by 
cookies and conversation. 

July 6 -- Yes, And: The 
Spirit of Improv & UU 
Values

Join FUSF member, high 
school teacher, and improv en-
thusiast Emily Steltzer for a 
joyful and interactive worship 
service exploring the surpris-
ing connections between the 
principles of  improv and the 
Unitarian Universalist values of  

generosity and equity. Through 
an introduction to the 5 “rules” 
of  improv and playful exercises, 
we will build community, boost 
confidence, and discover how 
saying “yes, and” can deepen 
our spiritual practice. Come 
ready to engage, connect, and 
leave a little lighter and more 
inspired!

July 13 -- A Very Tolkien 
Creation Story

The Fourth Unitarian Uni-
versalist Principle says that 
congregations will affirm and 
promote the free and respon-
sible search for truth and mean-
ing. As Unitarian Universalists 
we are challenged to find our 
own sources of  truth and mean-

ing in our lives, whether through 
sacred texts, encounters with 
nature, or the exquisite alchemy 
of  our relationships.  FUSF lay 
leader Dave Gerlits will share his 
own search and how he finally 
found a Creation Story that he 
could embrace. It appeared in a 
most unexpected place: the writ-
ings of  J.R.R. Tolkien. 

July 20 -- The Power of 
Love

The six UU values revolve 
around the principle of  Love. 
Rev. A. Powell Davis empha-

sizes: “None of  our private 
worlds is big enough to live a 
wholesome life in. Love is what 
we need. To love and be loved.”  
FUSF member Peter Dennis 
will lead a discussion on how 
love fuels us and helps us find 
meaning, especially in times of  
uncertainty. We will make music 
together.

July 27 -- A Conversation 
on Healing

Dr. Priscilla Cogan, psycholo-
gist, and Duncan Sings Alone, 
Native American Medicine 

Person, will explain and con-
trast their different approaches 
to healing the self  and others 
through stories and conversa-
tion. There will be time for 
questions and some singing, too.

The First Universalist Society in 
Franklin is a Unitarian Universalist 
Welcoming Congregation located at 
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin MA. 
For further information about FUSF, 
visit fusf.org or contact Interim Minis-
ter Reverend Beverly Waring at 508- 
528- 5348 or minister@fusf.org.  

Call Jen Schofield at 
508-570-6544 or 

jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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July News and Program Highlights at the Fiske Public Library
For a full list of  programs, visit https://

fiskelib.org/. 

Summer Hours
The library will be closed Friday, July 

4 for Independence Day. Summer hours 
are Monday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday-
Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Friday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library will be closed 
on Saturdays in July and August.

Summer Reading is Here!
The 2025 Summer Reading Program 

“Level Up at Your Library” is in full swing. 
Summer Reading Club is open to kids of  
all ages. If  you have not registered yet, 
you can still stop by the library to sign up. 
Completed reading logs must be returned 
by August 8 in order to be eligible for 
prizes. 

Thank you to our sponsors who have 
helped to “Level Up” our summer here at 
Fiske: Dervishi Masonry and Hardscapes, 
Omega Pizza, Lake Pearl, X-Treme Craze 
Foxboro, Level 99, R1 Entertainment, 
Regional Tire and Service, Wrentham 
House of  Pizza, Menchies Foxboro, An 
Unlikely Story, Three Pugs Creamery, 
Absolute Health Chiropractic, Wrentham 

Cooperative Bank, Scholastic, the Boston 
Bruins, Thermo-Fisher Scientific, Ritas 
of  Walpole, Friends of  the Fiske, Claudia 
Schumacher, Caron Ketchum, and Chris 
Cosimano “In Honor of  Jim Soares’ 
Birthday.”

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Rock, Paper, Scissors 
Tournament

Monday, July 14 from 1 to 1:30 p.m.
Kids age 5+ are invited to join us for 

a reading of  the book “The Legend of  
Rock, Paper, Scissors” by Drew Daywalt. 
Following the story, kids can take turns 
facing off in an exciting RPS tournament. 
At the end of  the event, crafts and other 
related projects involving rocks, paper, and 
scissors will be available. No registration 
required. 

Reverse Painting with Pop-Up 
Art School (ages 10-18)

Wednesday, July 16 from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Learn about the centuries-old art of  

reverse glass painting and create your 
own reverse painting. Reverse painting 

techniques have been used since the 16th 
century. In reverse painting, the details are 
painted first and then the larger shapes. 
For tweens and teens ages 10+. This 
program is supported by a grant from 
the Wrentham Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Robot Obstacle Course with 
Mobile Quest

Thursday, July 31 from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m.

Join Mobile Quest S.T.E.M. Center for 
their Robot Obstacle Course program. 
Participants will learn how to control a 
Dash robot and maneuver it through a se-
ries of  obstacles. Each level will get more 
difficult. Ages 7-12. Registration required.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Spice Kits
Pick up one of  the monthly Spice Kits. 

Each kit contains information about the 
spice, recipes, and a sample to try at home. 
July’s spice: sumac.

Adult Take & Make Craft
This adult craft kit contains materials 

and instructions to make a pinecone bird 
feeder. Craft kits can be picked up at the 
front desk while supplies last.

Paint A Pint Glass Night
Tuesday, July 15, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Create a unique (and functional) pint 

glass—a fun library date night! Registra-
tion is required. 

Fiske Public Library Book Club
Tuesday, July 22 at 7 p.m.
This month’s book is “Funny Story” by 

Emily Henry. Contact Library Director 
Kim Shipala at kshipala@sailsinc.org or 
508-384-5440 with any questions.

Canning, Freezing, & 
Dehydrating with Blackstone 
Valley Veggie Gardens

Thursday, July 24 from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Too many vegetables from your garden 
this year? No problem! We’ll show you the 
easiest and best ways to preserve them. No 
registration is required.

SAFE Coalition Receives Funding for Adolescent Wellness Center
SAFE Coalition has received 

a $25,000 grant from Commu-
nity Health Systems Foundation 
to break ground on its Adoles-
cent Wellness Center. The Cen-

ter will be a central space for 
teens across southeastern Mas-
sachusetts to access resources 
that combat substance use and 
mental illness. 

The space will be located 
inside SAFE headquarters in 
Franklin and offer a fully dedi-
cated spot for teens-only sup-
port, hosting drop-in hours, 
referral services, mentorships, 
peer groups and classes as well 
as educational nights for area 
caregivers. 

The Center is designed to 
directly address the high rates 
of  mental illness and substance 
use among teens. Events like 
drama therapy, sobriety nights, 
and trauma-informed yoga will 
offer more ways to play, cope, 
and grow.

Supports will also be available 
for education, prevention and 
recovery from substance use. 
The Center will offer programs 
to help students build resiliency 
tools that combat the perceived 
need for substance use, while 
support groups and peer men-
torship will give teens added 
ways to be heard, gain advice, 
and belong. Recovery plans, re-
ferral services, and accountabil-
ity check-ins will offer additional 
touchpoints.

Research shows that offering 
teens neutral social spaces is es-
sential to maintaining a sense of  
wellbeing. Such spaces decrease 

social isolation and build a psy-
chological sense of  belonging. 
Regular visitors to these places 
report better overall mental 
health. Neutral social spaces are 
associated with higher levels of  
community cohesion and wider 
social networks, too.

The need for teen mental 
health and substance use sup-
port is greater than ever. Rates 
of  teen depression and anxiety 
have remained high since 2020 
and remain one of  the Surgeon 
General’s top priorities. And 
teen overdose is at an all-time 
high, while the prevalence of  
vaping and other substance use 
persists. 

Yet in-school and extracur-
ricular programs across the re-
gion have shuttered due to cuts 
in school spending despite their 
success in preventing teen isola-
tion, increasing touchpoints with 
supportive adults, and building 
self-esteem. Community-led 
programs are helping to close 
a critical gap in support by of-
fering judgement-free, compas-
sionate care to teens who need 
it most. 

Community Health Systems 
(CHS) was established in 1994 to 
support nonprofit organizations 

that enhance the community’s 
capacity to achieve optimal 
health, wellness, and quality of  
life. 

SAFE serves over 55 com-
munities in Massachusetts with 
programs for teens, support 
groups for loved ones impacted 
by others’ substance use, harm 
reduction education, resources 
for families in need like a com-
munity diaper bank, housing 
support, and more. SAFE’s ser-
vices are free to recipients and 
no insurance is needed.

SAFE began in 2015 after a 
community discussion on the in-
creasing deaths from opioid use 
and what could be done to com-
bat the rising epidemic. Today, 
the nonprofit works with first 
responders, local and state poli-
ticians, municipalities, schools, 
other nonprofits, and concerned 
citizens across southeastern Mas-
sachusetts to fill gaps in substance 
use prevention and education, 
harm reduction, recovery, and 
mental health support. 

Learn more about SAFE 
Coalition by calling (508) 488-
8105 or emailing info@safeco-
alitionma.org.

The Town of Wrentham is currently seeking volunteer members to serve on the 
Economic Development Commission (EDC). This advisory board to the Select 
Board works to promote balanced economic growth, support small businesses, 
and enhance the overall quality of life for residents and visitors.

What the EDC Does:
• Supports local business retention and expansion
• Attracts new businesses that align with the Town’s goals
• Recommends policies to enhance Wrentham’s economic base
• Partners with other boards and stakeholders on development initiatives

 Ideal Candidates:
• Residents with experience in business, real estate, marketing, planning, or 

economic development
• Creative thinkers and problem solvers
• Individuals committed to the long-term success of Wrentham

Time Commitment:
The EDC meets once per month in the evening, with occasional additional 
meetings or project work as needed.
Interested?
Submit a letter of interest and resume to the Town Manager’s Office or email 
tmoffice@wrentham.gov or submit online via https://www.wrentham.gov/623/
Volunteer-Application.

Join us in shaping Wrentham’s future—your voice and ideas matter!
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S e a s o n a l  H o m e  E v a l u a t i o n s  

H o u s e  S o f t  W a s h i n g

G u t t e r  C l e a n i n g /  R e p a i r s   

W i n d o w  C l e a n i n g

R o o f  M a i n t e n a n c e  

H V A C  -  F i l t e r  c h a n g e s

D r y e r  v e n t  c l e a n i n g

H a r d s c a p e  c l e a n i n g  &  m a i n t e n a n c e  

A c c e s s  t o  o u r  e x t e n s i v e  n e t w o r k  o f

h o m e  s e r v i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s

W i n t e r  S e r v i c e s  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e !  

HOME + HOME + 
Introducing 

WHERE PEACE OF MIND LIVES  WHERE PEACE OF MIND LIVES 

P O P U L A R  A N N U A L  S E R V I C E S  

Home maintenance redefined for you 
and your unique needs

underpressurewash.com508-944-6644
Call today for a personalized quote tailored specifically for your home’s unique needs.

THE  MODERN WAY  TO  MAINTAIN  YOUR HOME

$200 Off  
Your Annual HOME + 

Membership

Enjoy wallet-friendly monthly installments with our hassle-free Home-Care Membership.

Coupon can only be used for HOME program.

Join & Save: 

Exprires 10-1-25 Code-LTP25HOME+
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BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 
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NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FFRREEEE  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  NNOOWW!!  11--886666--990066--33558855

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

Promo: 285

Wrentham Teen Wins Top Prize at World’s Largest 
Science Fair  
Bishop Feehan Student Honored for 3D 
printer waste solution

Benjamin Davis, a 16-year-
old student at Bishop Feehan 
High School, has been named 
one of  the top young scientists 
in the world, earning the presti-
gious $75,000 Regeneron Young 
Scientist Award at the 2025 Re-
generon International Science 
and Engineering Fair (ISEF) for 
his groundbreaking invention of  
a compact desktop plastic recy-
cling system.

Benjamin’s device, which 
transforms 3D printer waste 
into reusable filament, stands 
to revolutionize how small-scale 
creators, classrooms, and hob-
byists manage plastic waste. The 
machine—designed to be afford-
able, easy to use, and highly effi-
cient—integrates pultrusion and 
extrusion technologies, making 
it 45% more efficient and 90% 
less expensive than standard re-
cycling systems.

“I designed a machine to recy-
cle 3D printer waste into usable 
filament through a novel combi-
nation of  plastic processing tech-
nologies,” Benjamin explained. 
“I went through over 50 itera-
tions of  components and many 
redesigns. Although the science 
fair took over my life at times, I 
will never forget the incredible 
experience I had and the number 
of  things I learned.”

Benjamin’s journey began 
at his school’s science fair and 
advanced through a regional 
competition and the Massachu-
setts Science & Engineering Fair 
(MSEF), where he won the AMD 
Engineering Excellence Award. 
That recognition propelled him 
to ISEF—the world’s largest 
and most prestigious high school 
science competition—where 
he stood out among more than 
1,600 global finalists.

Judges were particularly 
impressed with Benjamin’s 
technical mastery and com-
munication skills. “His in-
novative approach showed 
technical rigor and extraor-
dinary resilience in problem-
solving,” said Jerome Smith, 
Head of  Community Affairs 
for Amazon’s New England 
Region. “His clear commu-
nication of  his sophisticated 
project helped him stand 
out.”

Benjamin’s science teacher, 
Ms. Kelly Gomez, said his win 
is no accident. “He learned, 
adapted, and persevered 
through adversity. And he has 
an extraordinary ability to 
explain complex ideas clearly, 
which is rare at any age.”

MSEF Executive Direc-
tor Helen Rosenfeld called 
Benjamin’s win “a powerful 
reminder that extraordinary in-
novation is possible at any age.” 
She added, “His work exempli-
fies what independent research 

should do: identify real-world 
problems, build practical solu-
tions, and push the limits of  cre-
ativity and determination.”

The Regeneron ISEF at-
tracts top high school scien-
tists from across the globe, 
awarding nearly $9 million in 
scholarships and prizes each 
year. Benjamin’s achieve-
ment is a proud moment not 
just for Bishop Feehan and 
the town of  Wrentham, but 
for STEM education across 
Massachusetts.

As for what’s next, Ben-
jamin plans to keep building 
and improving on his design. 
But for now, he’s still taking in 
the magnitude of  the experi-
ence. “ISEF was probably 
one of  the best weeks of  my 
life,” he said. “It was amaz-
ing to be at an event with 
so many like-minded people 
who share my interest in sci-
ence and engineering.”

From his home workshop 
to the international stage, 

Benjamin Davis has proven that 
world-changing ideas can start at 
any age—and sometimes, in your 
own backyard.
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You print or we print …  
then we distribute. 

Reach more than 140,000 households. 
Contact Jen for Pricing and Reservations: 

508-570-6544 
or email at 

jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Great for Big Events, Coupons, Menus & More!

GOT INSERTS?

Dealing with Stress in the College 
Process in 2025

For many high school juniors 
and seniors, the college applica-
tion process can feel like a pres-
sure cooker. Today’s students face 
not only the usual challenges, 
but also a landscape that’s more 
complex and competitive than 
ever. Rising costs, competitive 
admissions, global uncertainty, 
and the nonstop comparison cul-
ture of  social media all contrib-
ute to heightened anxiety.

Sources of Stress in 2025

• The rising cost of college 
and uncertainty about re-
turn on investment.

• The complexity and com-
petitiveness of admis-
sions: Students feel pressure 
to excel in every area — 
grades, course rigor, activi-
ties aligned with future ca-
reers, test scores, essays, and 
more.

• The influence of social me-
dia, where everyone seems 
to be accomplishing some-
thing extraordinary.

• The political, social, and 
economic climate, which 
can add background stress.

• The lasting effects of CO-
VID, including disrupted 
learning and missed oppor-
tunities.

If  this sounds familiar, your 
teen is not alone — and neither 
are you. The good news is that 
there are ways to manage the 
stress and help your teen move 
through the process with more 
confidence.

Stress-Reducing Tips for Stu-
dents

• Start somewhere, any-
where: Don’t let overthink-
ing paralyze you. Draft an 
outline, jot down ideas, or 
complete one small task. 
Progress beats perfection. 
The key is to build mo-
mentum — once you start, 
the next step feels easier. 
Remember, there’s no such 
thing as a perfect applica-
tion, only an honest and 
well-prepared one.

• Find your outlet: Wheth-
er it’s sports, music, video 
games, art, or baking — 
build regular breaks into 
your schedule. Even ten 
minutes of  physical move-
ment or creative activity can 
help reset your focus and 
lower stress levels. Instead 
of  a coffee break - I walk 
around my neighborhood!

• Celebrate small wins: 
From creating your college 
list to drafting your first es-
say, every task you check off 
counts. Keep a visible list 
(on your wall or planner) 
and cross things off with 
pride. Small victories build 
confidence and make the 
big picture feel more man-
ageable. And celebrate with 
something that will keep you 
motivated - an ice cream at 
Nicky’s always works for me!

• Work with your family on 
smart, affordable choices: 
Reducing financial anxiety 
can ease the pressure of  the 
whole process. Sit down to-

gether and create a budget, 
explore options like in-state 
or out-of-state public uni-
versities, honors colleges, 
private schools offering gen-
erous merit aid, and schol-
arship options, like Going 
Merry. Research tools like 
BigFuture, Big J Education-
al resources (awesome merit 
charts), and net price calcu-
lators on college websites. 
Building a list that fits aca-
demic goals, social fit, and 
your budget is empowering.

• Put the process in per-
spective: You don’t have 
to be perfect in every cat-
egory. Colleges are building 
communities — they want 
authentic, well-rounded 
people, not robots. Focus on 
what excites you and how 
you can contribute.

• Manage your social media 
intake: What you see online 
is often the highlight reel, 
not the full story. Consider 
unfollowing or muting ac-
counts that trigger anxiety, 
and instead seek out posi-
tive, supportive voices — or 
take occasional social media 
breaks to clear your head.

Parents — How You Can Sup-
port Your Teen

• Be a research partner: 
Help your teen identify 
great-fit, affordable colleges 
and explore scholarship op-

tions. Sometimes knowing 
there’s a plan can reduce 
anxiety. Together, create a 
balanced list that includes a 
mix of  likely, probable, and 
reach schools that also make 
financial sense.

• Schedule regular check-
ins: Avoid college talk ev-
ery day. Weekly or biweekly 
family check-ins result in 
lower stress for everyone!

• Ask thoughtful questions: 
Instead of  rushing to solve 
every concern, ask what ex-
cites or worries your teen. 
Listening is powerful. Ques-
tions like “What part of  
this is feeling hardest right 
now?” or “What’s some-
thing about college that 
you’re looking forward to?” 
can open meaningful con-
versations.

• Keep perspective: Reas-
sure your teen that there’s 
no single “perfect” college 
— and no one path defines 

their future success. Remind 
them that many students 
find their place and thrive 
in schools they hadn’t origi-
nally considered.

Final Thought
The process may feel over-

whelming — but with open com-
munication, thoughtful planning, 
and a focus on fit and affordabil-
ity, your family can move through 
it with less stress and more confi-
dence. There are so many paths 
where your teen can thrive.

Good luck and enjoy the 
journey!

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. Website: 
w w w. m yc o l l e g e 1 0 1 . c o m .  
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 855-595-2227
to schedule your free quote!
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WATER RESOURCES/WAS TEW ATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
8 NEW BOND STREET 

WORCESTER, MA 
TEL#: (508) 792 -7650 

Notice is hereby given that the following application for an Individual Groundwater Discharge Permit is being 
processed and the following actions being proposed thereon pursuant to Section 43 of Chapter 21 of the Gener-
al Laws, and 314 CMR 5.00 and 2.06:

CITY/TOWN:   Norfolk 
PROJECT NAME:  Villages at River’s Edge WWTF
APPLICANT:   Villages at River’s Edge Condominiwn Association
FACILITY LOCATION:  Winterberry Way, Norfolk, MA 02056
TYPE OF DISCHARGE:  Groundwater discharge of sanitary wastewater 
QUANTITY OF DISCHARGE:  32,000 gallons per day (GPD)
PERMIT NO:  798-2
TRANSMITTAL NO:  24-WP 12-0005-REN
PROPOSED ACTION:  Tentative detennination to issue individual groundwater  
 discharge permit

A copy of the application, draft pe1mit, and statement of basis or fact sheet relative to the draft permit may be 
obtained from the MassDEP’s Wastewater Management Program at the above address and telephone number or 
online at: https: /hr.vw.mass.gov /service-details/massdep-public-hearings-comment- opportunities 

Comments on the proposed action or requests for a public hearing thereon pursuant to 314 CMR 2.07 must be 
filed with MassDEP at the above address within thirty (30) days of this notice. For information on the process 
for formally intervening in adjudicatory proceedings, please refer to 310 CMR 1.00: Adjudicatory Proceedings, 
Section (7) Intervention and Participation. 
https://www.mass.gov/regulations /31O-CMR-100-adjudicatory-proceedings

Daniel J. Kurpaska 
Section Chief, Wastewater Program 
Bureau of Water Resources

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Come See All The New 
Wide Shoes For Summer

Mention this ad for 
$15 OFF 

your purchase
Expires July 31, 2025

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

SAFE Gala Highlights Group’s 
Reach to 55 Communities
By Judith dorato o’Gara

“This night is incredible. It 
is a highlight of  the year for us 
at the SAFE Coalition, and we 
know that so many community 
members have been impacted 
by substance abuse, and tonight 
we get to honor those we have 
lost and celebrate the oppor-
tunity our community has to 
honor (them) and provide educa-
tion and recovery,” said Jennifer 
Knight-Levine, co-founder and 
CEO of  the SAFE Coalition, 
which held its third annual fund-
raising gala on Thursday, May 8 
at the Lakeview Pavilion in Fox-
boro. The event, which included 
a live auction emceed by Ken 
Cosco, met its fundraising goal 
of  $200,000.

“We’re pleased so many 
people are here to support such 
an incredible cause,” said Dr. 
Anne Bergen, President of  the 
SAFE board of  directors, prior 
to the dinner. “SAFE is such an 
important organization in our 
community. We really have to 

do something about the mental 
health epidemic. It’s not going 
away, and SAFE is on the front 
lines.”

Many attended from the local 
community to support the cause.

“I’m here because of  what 
this organization is doing and 
has done since its inception,” 
said Rep. Jeff Roy at the event, 
present years ago when Jen-
nifer Knight and Jim Levine 
were pondering how to tackle 
substance use disorder in the 
Franklin community. “To think 
that that small group of  people 
turned into what we are seeing 
here tonight, 400 people com-
ing, and all the lives they’ve saved 
and the support they’ve provided 
to the community … and now 
SAFE is supporting 55 commu-
nities,” said Roy.

Norfolk County Commis-
sioner Richard Staiti was also 
among supporters at the SAFE 
Gala. “They do a great job in 
Franklin and surrounding com-
munities in the county, and I al-

ways want to try to support them 
any way I can,” said Staiti, who 
added that the Norfolk County 
Commissioner’s office recently 
was able to give SAFE a $1,500 
award as part of  the opioid settle-
ment.

Dr. Anne Bergen opened the 
event, honoring the memories of  
those who struggled with mental 
health issues and substance abuse 
disorder who have passed on and 
introducing SAFE COO Carrie 
Asprinio, who told her personal 
story, addressing the need to re-
duce stigma surrounding sexual 
and physical abuse even among 
those in recovery.  

Jim Derick followed, pointing 
out that, “We at SAFE know that 
when an individual or a family 
is impacted by substance abuse 
or mental health challenges, the 
entire family is impacted.” Der-
ick then awarded the Jeffrey N. 
Roy Excellence in Community 
Service Award to Bill Fox. 

Keynote speaker Jacob 
Haendel, co-creator of  the pod-

cast Blink, and sole survivor of  a 
rare brain disease usually caused 
by inhaling the fumes from her-
oin heated on aluminum foil, 
moved the audience with his ac-
count of  his experience, which 

included 18 months of  Locked-
in Syndrome, which, he said, 
caused him to shift perspective.

SAFE CEO Jennifer Knight-Levine and SAFE Director of Family Recovery 
Jim Derick, co-founders of the SAFE Coalition, at the third annual SAFE 
Gala.

GALA
continued on page 21 
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Wrentham’s Annual Town Meeting Decides Budget, 
First RIght of Refusal, Zoning, Civil Service and 
Labonte Tax Relief
By Joe Stewart

Wrentham’s Annual Town 
Meeting began at 7:30 p.m. on 
June 2 at the King Philip Re-
gional High School.  Voters 
considered 27 articles including 
the town’s budget; selling a “first 
right of  refusal” relating to 2095 
West Street; updating the town’s 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
zoning bylaw to conform with 
the state’s Affordable Housing 
Act; replacing the town’s Flood-
plain Overlay District zoning 
bylaw to adopt recent updates 
to flood maps; removing from 
civil service the police lieutenant; 
and  a citizen’s petition to ask the 
state legislature to pass a law ex-
empting the spouse of  the former 
deputy police chief  George C. 
Labonte from property taxation 
on the family’s Wrentham home.

Most warrant articles were 
passed with unanimous consent 
or by unanimous voice vote. 
What follows are summaries of  

those articles that had at least 
some discussion.

Library Budget Increased by 
$3,000

Article 6 related to Wren-
tham’s operating budget.  Several 
speakers supported increasing 
the Library’s budget by $3,000 
and paying for the increase by 
decreasing the Town’s annual re-
serve from $200,000 to $197,000.  
Proponents explained that the 
Sweatt Fund had provided the 
funding for several years but 
would no longer do so as the 
Sweatt funds are for exceptional 
requests, not operating needs.  
The amendment was approved 
unanimously as was the resulting 
amended budget.

Sell 2095 West Street First Right 
of Refusal

At last month’s Special Town 
Meeting, voters decided to pur-
chase 2095 West Street to pre-
serve its 65 acres as conservation 

land.  The acquisition will be 
funded from several sources (e.g. 
Wrentham’s Community Con-
servation Funds, a grant from 
the state Department of  Con-
servation and Recreation, and 
$600,000 from the Pawtucket 
Water Supply Board (PWSB).) 
The PWSB conditioned their 
$600,000 on acquiring a “first 
right of  refusal” for the prop-
erty.  The purpose of  this article 
was to authorize selling the first 
right of  refusal and, following a 
few questions, the article passed.  
Wrentham will next coordinate 
an auction to sell the first right of  
refusal, thus enabling the PWSB 
to bid its $600,000 and, presum-
ably, win the auction and the first 
right of  refusal.

Remove Police Lieutenant from 
Civil Service

At the 2021 Fall Town Meet-
ing, voters decided to remove 
the Chief  and Deputy Chief  
of  Police positions from civil 

service.  Likewise, at the 2023 
Town Meeting, voters decided 
to remove full time members of  
the Fire Department from civil 
service. Article 15 would remove 
the Police Lieutenant position as 
well.  Following brief  discussion, 
the article passed.  

Earliest Start Time for Town 
Meeting Set to 7 p.m. 

Following brief  discussion 
about when it would be best to 
start Town Meeting, voters ap-
proved an amendment to the ar-
ticle and set the earliest start time 
for Town Meeting to 7 p.m.

Property Tax Exemptions
Wrentham authorizes sev-

eral property tax exemptions for 
groups in financial distress, in-
cluding seniors, disabled people 
and veterans.  The Board of  As-
sessors recommended that voters 
approve increasing the income 
exemption levels and voters 
agreed unanimously.  

Zoning Changes (Accessory 
Dwelling Units and Floodplain)

Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADU) are an additional residen-
tial unit that can be built within 
an existing home or outside of  
it.   Wrentham has had zoning 
authorizing ADUs; however, the 
state Executive Office of  Hous-
ing and Living Communities 
recently published ADU regula-

tions.  The purpose of  this article 
was to adjust Wrentham’s regu-
lations to comply with the state 
regulations.  An amendment was 
proposed to remove the require-
ment that the ADU and the pri-
mary residence share common 
utilities.  Following discussion, 
the amendment was approved as 
was the amended article.  Now 
Wrentham ADU regulations 
comply with the state regulations 
and ADUs may have separate 
utilities.

Following remarks explain-
ing the high-level changes from 
Thomas Maloney, the chair of  
the Planning Board, voters ap-
proved the new floodplain zoning 
which now complies with Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program 
regulations and which incorpo-
rates the latest Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps. 

Labonte Property Tax 
Exemption

Wrentham Police Chief  Bill 
McGrath spoke in support of  ex-
empting from real estate taxation 
the home owned and occupied 
by the surviving spouse of  Wren-
tham Deputy Chief  George C. 
Labonte, who passed away last 
year.  Following brief  discus-
sion, voters approved the article.  
Wrentham will now need to peti-
tion the Legislature to pass a bill 
authorizing the exemption.

“I’m speaking to you as a guy 
who is in chronic pain in a wheel-
chair, and I’m so much happier 
than I was back then…,” said 
Haendel, who now appreciates 
“little things” he took for granted.

After an impact video focus-
ing on teen Sarah Bakas, Knight-
Levine explained how SAFE now 
reaches 55 communities, with di-
version programs in 19 schools 
and communities, Narcan train-
ing sessions in 44 communities, 
and public presentations in 31 
communities. She highlighted 
SAFE’s many offerings, among 
them 1:1 peer support, clinical 
support, and support groups. 
Prior to the speaking portion of  
the program, Knight-Levine told 
Local Town Pages about a recent 
grant from Community Health 
Systems and upcoming plans for 
that funding. 

“That means we can close off 
the space and create a real teen 
center. We’ll run after-school pro-
grams and weekend programs, 
and this will be peer-to-peer sup-
port,” she said.

SAFE publicly thanks its 
major gala sponsors:

• Champion Sponsors: Di-
rect Federal Credit Union, 
Healthy KP Substance Use 
Prevention Coalition, and 
Lampasona Concrete 

• Advocate Sponsors: Ever-
source Energy, Plainridge 
Park Casino, The Sacchetti 
Family, and Sentient Jet

• Ally Sponsors: 1776 Finan-
cial Services and Arbella In-
surance Foundation

• In-Kind Donors: Allegra 
Franklin-Marketing & Print 
Solutions, Earth and Sun 
Co., Franklin TV, Hope in 
Handfuls, Jaqueline-Gund-
berg Photography, Lakev-
iew Pavilion, Only Prettier 
Design, Revelation Produc-
tions, The Candle Man, 
Unique Melody Events & 
Design, and Vicario Studio

For information on the SAFE 
Coalition, visit https://www.safe-
coalitionma.org. 

Jacob Haendel, keynote speaker at the SAFE Gala, co-creator of the 
podcast Blink, (www.blinkthepodcast.com), spoke, and stood, briefly, 
before a sold-out audience of 400.
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✓ Improve the  
look of your yard 
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✓ No chance of  
trip and fall
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Sports
KP’s Petrillo Should Excel For PC’s Softball Team
Captain, All-star a Well-rounded Student-Athlete
By Ken haMwey 
Staff SportS writer

Liv Petrillo would definitely be 
in the running to win an election 
if  voters were asked to select the 
most well-rounded student-ath-
lete in the Hockomock League.

The 5-foot-6 Petrillo, who 
graduated from King Philip Re-
gional on June 8, played three 
infield positions during her four-
year career for the Warriors’ soft-
ball team. She also was a captain 
as a senior and was a Hockomock 
League all-star twice (honorable-
mention choice as a sophomore). 

Petrillo’s academic achieve-
ments were dynamic, too. She 
was a two-time National Honor 
Society student who finished her 
senior year with a 3.9 GPA. This 
fall, the 18-year-old will be at-
tending Providence College on 
an athletic scholarship and will 
major in nursing.

A native of  Cumberland, R.I., 
Petrillo was also active at KP 
devoting time to help students, 
especially special-needs under-
classmen, as a peer tutor and 
peer mentor.

Petrillo, whose nickname (Liv) 
is short for Olivia, obviously is 
very special. During a week in 
mid-April last spring when KP 
faced Milford, Oliver Ames and 
Bishop Feehan, she took “spe-
cial’’ to a new level. She hit six 
home runs and had 16 RBIs, 
leading the Warriors to a sweep 
of  the three games. She hit a trio 
of  three-run HRs against Mil-
ford, a two-run blast and a solo 
shot against Oliver Ames, and a 
grand slam against Bishop Fee-
han.

That achievement earned 
Petrillo the Player of  the Week 
Award in the Boston Globe, and 
Extra Inning Softball, a national 
organization, selected her for 
Hitter of  the Week. 

She earned those accolades by 
“doing her homework.’’

“Before that week, my dad 
helped me with my hitting and 
fielding,’’ Petrillo said. “He was 
a very good athlete at Bishop 
Feehan — a pitcher and a quar-
terback. The practice was good 
preparation for those oppo-
nents.’’

Petrillo said that week no 
doubt was her top thrill in her 
four years of  softball at KP. “It 
was so rewarding and the extra 
work paid off,’’ she emphasized. 
“Our fans provided lots of  sup-
port and my teammates were all 
fired up.’’ 

KP coach Kate Fallon-Co-
meau was quick to congratu-
late Petrillo. “She was smiling 
and gave me some high-fives,’’ 
Petrillo offered. “That’s a memo-
rable moment that I’ll never for-
get and will always cherish it.’’

Petrillo started playing softball 
as a six-year-old in Cumberland’s 
youth league and continued play-
ing at that level in Wrentham. 
When she began her varsity ca-
reer, she started as a freshman at 
third base then moved to second 
base as a sophomore. She later 
handled the chores at shortstop 
as a junior and senior.

“I love playing shortstop,’’ 
she said. “That’s where the ac-
tion is and you have to cover 
lots of  ground. I enjoy turning a 
grounder in the hole into a force-
out at second. I’ll take risks try-
ing to make plays. It’s a position 
where one can lead and there’s 
never a dull moment.’’

Where Petrillo will play at 
Providence College will be deter-
mined later but the Friars know 
they’re getting a top-quality ath-
lete. She’s played club softball 
for eight years and has an abun-
dance of  strengths.

“Liv has been the kind of  
player every program hopes to 
have — a fierce competitor and 
a steady presence on and off the 
field,’’ Fallon-Comeau said. “As 
a senior captain, she stepped up 
in every way, leading by example 
and guiding our younger players 
with the same care and encour-
agement she once received from 
the great role models before her. 
Providence College is getting 
not just an outstanding athlete, 
but a true student of  the game 
who’s ready to make an immedi-
ate impact.”

Petrillo has a high softball 
IQ, she’s technically sound and 
is a team-first player. She’s also 
athletic and displays plenty of  
leadership. “I rely on an aggres-
sive style,’’ she said. “I’ll take 
risks trying to make plays and 
I’ll swing at pitches out of  the 
strike zone, hoping to advance 
runners.’’

Petrillo’s style as a captain in-
volves a combination of  traits. “I 
lead by example, I’m vocal and 
I strive to be supportive and en-
couraging,’’ she emphasized.

Petrillo was disappointed 
that KP, which usually advances 
in the playoffs to the final four 
or to the state final, didn’t win 
a state crown. The Warriors 
lost to Lincoln-Sudbury, 4-1, in 
the Division 1 quarterfinals and 
their only run came on a home 
run by Petrillo.

“A state title would have been 
a great way to end my days at 
KP,’’ she said. “I was down after 
the loss but we gave 100 per-
cent and battled hard all season. 
Lincoln-Sudbury’s pitching and 
hitting were strong.’’

Playing all four years for Fal-
lon-Comeau, Petrillo has a high 
regard for her coach.

“She’s a great motivator, al-
ways pushing us to reach our po-
tential,’’ Petrillo offered. “She’s 
an excellent X’s-and-O’s strate-
gist and she’s very supportive.’’

Statistics don’t always tell the 
story but Petrillo had a memo-
rable senior year. She batted 
.370, hit 10 HRs, had 33 RBIs 
and scored 22 runs. The classy 
captain, however, was quick to 
praise KP’s other captains for 
their roles in leading the War-
riors to an 18-3 regular season 
record.

The other captains were se-
nior Allison Cere at first base 
and juniors Ali Gill at second 
base and McCoy Walsh on the 
mound. “They all were sup-
portive and stepped up at the 
plate and in the field,’’ Petrillo 
said. “Allison is a top-notch first 
baseman who’s a consistent hit-
ter. Ali was versatile, able to play 
the outfield or second base and 
McCoy is a pitcher who was 
simply spectacular and consis-
tent.’’

Relying on a competitive phi-
losophy that focuses on reaching 
one’s potential, Petrillo always 
strived to improve. “I also felt 
that enjoying your sport was 
important and if  potential and 
enjoyment are present, then 
winning is the by-product.’’

Athletics can teach valuable 
life lessons and Petrillo says she’s 

Liv Petrillo accepted a scholarship to Providence College “because PC 
just felt like home.”

Liv Petrillo enjoys playing shortstop where she’s not afraid to take risks 
to make key plays.

SOFTBALL
continued on page 23 
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learned about a half  dozen. 
“Sports teach how to overcome 
adversity and to be resilient,’’ 
she noted. “I’ve also learned 
how to lead and how to be a 
better teammate. And, realizing 
that you have to assume respon-
sibility and be accountable are 
very important lessons.’’

Calling her parents (James 
and Jennifer) role models for 
their support and encourage-
ment, Petrillo is comfortable 
with her decision to attend 
Providence College. She had 
five other Division 1 schools of-
fering scholarships.

“PC’s offer was very good, its 
academic standing is solid and 
its nursing facility is top-notch,’’ 
she said. “PC just felt like home 
and the players and coaches 
were down to earth. Coach 
Kelsey Christensen said she was 
excited that I was joining the 
Friar family.’’

The transition from KP soft-
ball to Big East competition no 
doubt will be challenging. “The 
key,’’ Petrillo said, “is to be flex-
ible, adapt and handle the ups 
and downs effectively. There’ll 
be a transition academically, too. 
If  I’ve got questions, I’ll rely on 
the coaches and my teammates. 
My dad stresses that hard work 
will be the key to success.’’

For the summer, Petrillo will 
prepare for her future by play-
ing for her third club team (KP 
Pride) and working intensely on 
strength and conditioning drills. 
“PC sent a workout packet that 
should help with my transition,’’ 
Petrillo said.

The personable Petrillo will 
be devoting plenty of  time 
sharpening her power skills. 
That means honing her swing.

“I try to swing level and 
quickly,’’ the right-hander said. 
“And, I always attempt to drive 
the ball hard as often as I can.’’

When she finds time to un-
wind, Petrillo enjoys being with 
her family (two sisters and one 

brother). And, the family’s four 
dogs.

Liv Petrillo has all the at-
tributes to succeed at PC — in 

academics and as a college 
softball player. And, if  she ever 
duplicates the week she had 
against Milford, Oliver Ames 

and Bishop Feehan, then look 
for her to pile up a fair share of  
Big East Player of  the Week ac-
colades.

Liv Petrillo had a dynamic senior season, hitting .370, smacking 10 home runs and driving in 33 runs.
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Robert Kierce Contracting, Inc. 
Roofing Contractor Foxborough

QUALITY & EXPERIENCE SINCE 1998
We are a family-owned company and with over 30 years of 
experience in helping homeowners like you protect and 
improve the appearance of your home!  

Roofing, Gutters, Windows, Decks, Painting and more!

“Robert Kierce Roofing installed a new roof on my house in West 
Roxbury, MA and did an excellent job. He was the lowest bidder. He 
responded in a timely manner. He started and finished the job when 
he said he would. His crew was polite and responsive. They cleaned 
up after themselves, and it was difficult to find any evidence that they 
had been here after the job was finished. They did a little extra work 
without charge, and the workmanship of the job overall was excellent. 
I would recommend this Roofing Company to anyone looking for good 
work at a reasonable price” ~ Brian C, West Roxbury, Angie’s List.

Call Robert Kierce Contracting 
508-698-3806 

today to discuss your needs.
OR E-Mail: KierceRoofing@gmail.com 

for a FREE ESTIMATE!
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King Philip Regional Middle School announces its 
2024-2025 Term 3 Honor Roll:
7TH GRADE - HIGH HONORS

Anderson, Brooke; Anzalone, 
Benjamin; Aragao, Alexis; Astin, 
Adam; Barnard, Christopher; 
Barton, Evelyn; Battafarano, 
Reece; Bonaceto, Christopher; 
Borst, Kinley; Brooks, McKen-
zie; Brown, Seraphina; Burke, 
Maya; Cady, Jasper; Camara, 
Abigail; Cardona-Ortez, Ka-
mila; Chatham, Emm; Chen, 
Daniel; Chisholm, Liam; Cohn, 
Eli; Corcoran, Benjamin; Curry, 
Malcolm; Dang, Jaxon; Dempsey, 
Olivia; Dolan, Madeleine; Elias, 
Madelyn; Ferreira, Jesse; Fien-
berg, Aiden; Francisco, Mia; Fritz, 
Jaclyn; Garrity, Cole; Gavin, 
Colin; Gilbert, Jace; Godoi, 
Milena; Gonzalez, Isabel; Gulino, 
Laurel; Hanf, Sophie; Hartford, 
Lily; Hartwell, Jackson; Hawley, 
Sebastien; Hennessy, Sophie; 
Holmes, Lilly; Houlding, Aubrey; 
Insogna, William; Jain, Siyona; 
Jerome, Violet; Joy, Keneth; Ka-
zorek, Sawyer; Lambrenos, 
Mackenzie; Lamothe-Cotter, 
Ainsley; Lonergan, Declan; Ma-
chettira, Aryan; Manley, Jeremy; 
McGourthy, William; Miller, 

Emma; Mollica, Phoebe; Mon-
tanaro, Bradley; Morris, Peyton; 
Mudulodu, Neha; Munsinger, 
Jaxson; Newell, Jacob; Oliver, 
Viola; Pollender, Calla; Quinn, 
Anthony; Quinn, Riley; Richard, 
William; Sachdev, Brycen; Sorel, 
Scott; Sullivan, Gary; Todd, Abi-
gail; Wainwright, Vera; Weeman, 
Lola; Weeman, Zoe.

7TH GRADE - HONORS
Anderson, William; Andrade, 

Zoey-Rae; Asprinio, Braylen; At-
akian, Chris; Barradas, Josimar; 
Beaulieu, Ursula; Bellico, Mad-
eline; Blakesley, Henry; Bluhm, 
Anne; Brabants, Isabella; Brooks, 
Meredith; Brunelli, Lucca; Burn-
ham, Sophia; Callahan, Rich-
ard; Canina, Jack; Carew, Alexis; 
Carone, Giada; Cereno, Saraph-
ina; Collins, Ryan; Conidi, Ol-
ivia; Connor, Jorie; Corneliusen, 
Brooke; Costa, Colin; Darling, 
Samantha; DeAngelis, Joseph; 
DePillo, Emilia; DePillo, So-
phia; Donovan, Saoirse; Dorcil, 
Addison; Faille, Olivia; Fenore, 
Marshall; Finnerty, Molly; Fla-
herty, Violet; Ford, Jack; Fre-

geau, Mason; Gillis, Arianna; 
Gogineni, Rana; Green, Ryan; 
Halloway, James; Hasson, Liat; 
Hawes, Robert; Huyler, John; 
Iannino, Tess; Jacques, Colin; 
Johnson, Addison; Johnson, De-
clan; Jost, Ava; Joughin, William; 
Kairouz, Eliana; Kalkut, Colin; 
Kelly, Hadley; Kemble, Megan; 
Kennedy, Lillian; Kerner, Da-
kota; Labonte, Sadie; Laliberte, 
Connor; Lallier, Cheyenne; 
Lamothe-Vaughn, Anderson; 
Laplante, Brielle; Leclair, Isa-
bella; Libetario, Ema; Lombard, 
Diya; Lopes, Sara; MacEachen, 
Thomas; McCabe, Mackenzie; 
McDonagh, John; McDonald, 
Aidan; McGann, Brady; Mc-
Gowan, Brendan; McGuckian, 
Caitlin; McKechnie, Mia; Mc-
Manus, Patrick; McRell, Hunter; 
Medina Gudiel, Evelyn; Meh-
rotra, Karysa; Moore, Hudson; 
Morley, Harper; Mucciarone, 
Wes; Mui, Anna; Neipris, Vi-
enna; Noonan, Logan; Panda, 
Rivan; Paralta, Ella; Parker, 
Mason; Perreault, Kaiden; Pettit, 
Nathan; Pollard, Lilyanna; Prater, 
Harper; Quintin, Connor; Ruiz, 

Keira; Sanford, Ella; Scarsciotti, 
Gianna; Shehu-Khalifa, Ameera; 
Siddiqui, Sophia; Silva, Abra-
ham; Small, Patrick; Small, 
Owen; Smith, Nathan; Spitzer, 
Julia; St. Laurent, Cameron; 
Tezber, Charlotte; Thomson, 
Sarah; Vasseur, Isla; Visser, Paige; 
Wambolt, Wyatt; Weake, Jainith; 
Weaver, Francis; Weiblen, Gavin; 
Wenstrom, Courtney; Wetmore, 
Sophia; Xu, Cameron.

8TH GRADE - HIGH HONORS
Alexander, Isabella; Almeida, 

Lillian; Bailer, Zachary; Barry, 
Georgia; Beaupre, Emerson; 
Beaupre, Charles; Bell, Kather-
ine; Bostrom, William; Bourdeau, 
Lilyana; Brathwaite, Jiovanni; 
Bright, Chase; Cataldo, Gabri-
ella; Chacon Castillo, Marcela; 
Ciavola, Brooke; Cleverdon, 
Jeffrey; Coen, Molly; Conley, 
Nathan; Cooney, Aiden; Cou-
rier, Madelyn; Crotty, Braeden; 
D’Amelio, Nicole; Davis, Alex-
andra; Desrosiers, Gavin; Dia-
mond, Anna; DiFiore, Karlie; 
Dow, Paige; Durniok, Lyla; Egan, 
Quinn; Fabiano, Lucy; Flaherty, 
Emma; Flanagan, Riley; Fran-
coeur, Natalie; Gallerani, Abri-
anna; Gill, Samson; Gonzalez, 
James; Hambelton, Benjamin; 
Hayes, Mason; Herman, Quinn; 
Jarvis, Emery; Johnson, Jessica; 
Jordan, Landon; Kelly, Nyla; 
Kenney, Bridget; Kohler, Daxin; 
Kurt, Derin; Lanza, Carah; LeB-
lanc, Riley; LeBlanc, Stephanie; 
Loehfelm, Quinn; Lopes, Theo-
dore; Lyons, Mia; MacDonald, 
Emily; Mastro, Olivia; McCar-
thy, Rowen; McCreedy, Grace; 
Menneni, Medha; Miles, Evelyn; 
Morris, Matthew; Murk, Mae; 
Noonan, Aoibhe; Noonan, Sao-
irse; O’Brien, Thomas; O’Leary, 
Rowen; Oxley, Emma; Passa-
faro, Leah; Pennini, Isabella; Pit-
man, Jackson; Poklemba, Jonah; 
Pompei, Nicholas; Poska, Ryan; 
Pradeep, Misha; Richard, Emma; 
Rizzo, Sophia; Rosier Gedeus, 
Taychuna; Rudsit, Alexander; 
Russas, Riley; Sanderson, Cean-
neidigh; Sharris, Grace; Smolak, 
Nathan; Spiller, Lylah; Stavris, 
Emmett; Stevens, Cameron; 
Tessier, Iris; Thomas, Madison; 
Todd, Madalyn; Valia, Hiya; Vi-
erkant, Bryan; Waldner, Abigail; 
Ward, Chase; Wells, Avery; Wig-
gin, Olivia; Yanni, Hannah.

8TH GRADE - HONORS
Albert, Edward; Aldridge, El-

liyanah; Alley, Emily; Anzalone, 
Olivia; Babbitt, Luella; Bacon, 
Joseph; Barboza, Charles; Batt, 
Parker; Batt, Alexandra; Bau-
tista, Graham; Bitados, Eleni; 
Blake, Delaney; Brumbaugh, 
Alanna; Burrows, McKinley; 
Burt, Sophia; Caruso, Amber; 
Cecko, Mia; Chavers, Genevieve; 
Clancy, McKenna; Cleary-Fal-
lon, Olivia; Clough, McKenzie; 
Clough, Maile; Da Silva, Luana; 
Dacko, Sarah; D’Aiello, Chris-
topher; D’Andrea, Cameron; 
DaSilva, Cooper; De Melo, Ga-
briellalina; DeAngelis, John; Des-
rosiers, Ava; DeVasto, Norah; 
DiMare, Mason; DoRosario, 
Kelton; Duffy, Caroline; Dunfey, 
Connor; Dwomoh, Quinn; Es-
time, Savannah; Evans, William; 
Ferguson, Mason; Frye, Noah; 
Fuller, Vanessa; Gately, Connor; 
Gilmore, Kailey; Gove, Kayden; 
Grazado, Jack; Griffin, Paul; 
Hunt, Maxwell; Hutchins, Lucas; 
Jacobs, Graham; Kassay, Alexan-
dra; Keleher, Owen; Kelly, Cath-
erine; Kelly, Rylan; Kennedy, 
Grace; Khouri, Mason; Kilroy, 
Teagan; Kissell, Chloe; Kollu, 
Anjali; Lacana, Macy; Lawrence, 
Thomas; Leardo, Owen; LeB-
lanc, Cameron; Lussier, Jack; 
Makrin, Stella; Mangini, Lucia; 
Marcil, Piper; Marrero, Orlando; 
Mastro, Owen; McCormick, 
Mason; McDuff, Hayden; McK-
illop, Fia; McNulty, Adam; Me-
deiros, Caleb; Mehrotra, Karyna; 
Milici, Zachary; Monti, Nicholas; 
Moon, Colby; Morrissey, James; 
Murphy, Madelyn; Natan, Lucas; 
Nayyer, Daniel; Ohkagawa, Kai; 
Ohlson, Jaxson; Pelkey, Elizabeth; 
Preite, Catherine; Reda, Had-
ley; Ritchie, Juliana; Robinson, 
Shawn; Rogoff, Lainey; Rose, Isa-
bella; Russas, Michael; Salguero, 
Jackson; Salinger, Benjamin; 
Saraf, Logan; Schmier, Rebecca; 
Sheerin, Ivy; Shook, Declan; 
Signes, Adam; Silva, Emily; Silva, 
Ava-Marie; Smith, Nathaniel; 
Smith, Brooklyn; St. Laurent, 
Casey; Stafford, Tyler; Stefanelli, 
Jack; Taylor, Eden; Tillson, Cole; 
Tomes, Anthony; Uriarte, Justin; 
Varey, Cecelia; Walker, Christian; 
Walsh, Evelyn; Ward, Tiernan; 
Werdann, Zackery; Wilson, Hay-
lie; Winer, Justin; Woodall, Rich-
ard; Yanosick, Patrick.

Garage

CALL NOW!
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

SPECIAL OFFER!

OR

+
 60 MONTHS

 0% FINANCING*

60%
INSTALLATION

OFF

$60
GIFT CARD

1.888.690.1783

TRANSFORM YOUR CONCRETE
FLOOR IN JUST  ONE DAY!

REVAMP uses a Polyaspartic 
coat that keeps your concrete 

looking good for a lifetime!

*Credit approval is not guaranteed. Offer not available everywhere or combinable with other offers. Offers subject to change. Financing offer available 
through lenders under terms of applicable loan program. All our lenders start your payments after your fl ooring is complete. If you repay your entire 
balance before the end of the promotional period, all interest billed to your account during the promotional period will be waived. If you do not repay 
the entire purchase balance before the end of the promotional period, you will be responsible for repaying the interest that was billed to your account 
during the promotional period and any interest that is subsequently billed to your account. Terms and conditions apply. Offer expires 7/31/25
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WITH CHRIS, FINDING YOUR WAY 
HOME IS AS EASY AS

Chris Thoman
Donahue Maley | Burns - #4 Team in MA*

REALTOR®

M 617.691.6966 | thoman@compass.com
compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, 
sale, or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and 
may not reflect actual property conditions. *Source: RealTrends Medium Teams by Volume. 

Scan for The 411

3
Listings 

Under Agreement

2
Listings 

Sold

1
Private Exclusive

Listing

In the last 30 days, using Compass’ innovative 3-Phased 
Marketing strategy, I have been able to deliver top-tier results 

for my clients. Contact me today to get the 411. 

Wrentham Community Electricity Launches July 9, 
2025, with Rate of 13.670 ¢/kWh 

The Town of  Wrentham will 
launch its electricity supply pro-
gram, Wrentham Community 
Electricity, this month. The pro-
gram is a municipal aggregation, 
a model already offered by more 
than 200 cities and towns in Mas-
sachusetts.

Wrentham Community Elec-
tricity will offer two electricity 
supply options to all Wrentham 
residents and businesses. The 
Town’s primary offering, Wren-
tham Standard, will cost less 
than the current National Grid 
Residential Basic Service rate. 
Although future savings can-
not be guaranteed, Wrentham’s 
program follows a model with a 
strong track record of  delivering 
long-term electricity savings in 
many Massachusetts communi-
ties. Wrentham residents and 
businesses also have the option to 
choose Wrentham Plus, a prod-
uct with 100% renewable energy.

Wrentham Community Elec-

tricity will provide long-term 
price stability, with prices fixed 
for 29 months until December 
2027. The program will also 
support the growth of  renewable 
energy in New England because 
all additional renewable energy 
in the Wrentham Plus product 
will come from “Class I” sources. 
These sources are primarily wind 
and solar, located within or im-
ported into New England.

The program was authorized 
by Town Meeting in 2023 and 
approved by the Massachusetts 
Department of  Public Utilities in 
January 2025. 

Wrentham residential and 
business electricity customers 
using National Grid Basic Ser-
vice supply are eligible for auto-
matic enrollment in Wrentham 
Standard as of  their first meter 
read on or after July 9, 2025. In 
May 2025, all eligible customers 
will receive a Notification Let-
ter on behalf  of  the Town from 

Dynegy, the electricity supplier 
for the program. The letter will 
notify them of  the upcoming 
enrollment and provide instruc-
tions on how to choose a different 
program option from Wrentham 
Standard or how to opt out of  
the program (i.e., not participate) 
before the program starts.

Participation in Wrentham 
Community Electricity is vol-

untary. Anyone who does not 
want to participate may opt out 
without penalty, either before the 
program begins or at any time 
during the program. 

Electricity customers who are 
currently enrolled with a third-
party supplier will not receive the 
Notification Letter and will not 
be automatically enrolled. These 
customers can voluntarily join 

the program but are advised to 
check with their current supplier 
in case it may charge penalties 
or early termination fees if  they 
leave that supplier during the 
term of  their contract.

Participation in Wrentham 
Community Electricity will only 
change the “Supply” portion of  
your National Grid electricity 
bill. National Grid will continue 
to manage electricity billing, 
maintain poles and wires, and 
respond to storm outages. Cus-
tomers using budget billing or 
receiving low-income rate dis-
counts will continue to receive 
those discounts without interrup-
tion. Similarly, customers receiv-
ing net metering or other solar 
benefits will continue to receive 
those benefits. 

For more information about 
Wrentham Community Elec-
tricity, visit WrenthamCommu-
nityElectricity.com or call (508) 
722-2304.

The table shows the prices for Wrentham Community Electricity, 
compared to National Grid Basic Service. Wrentham Community 
Electricity prices apply to all Residential, Commercial and Industrial 
customers.
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T O P  P R O D U C E R

C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R  R E A L T Y

GUIDING YOU HOME

774.571.7842 
annemarie.smith@nemovescom

Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South 
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next 
door to Cafe Assisi!

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE
Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, 
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans. 

First Quarter Top Real Estate Sales in Norfolk County
 During the first quarter of  

2025, ten properties, a mix of  
commercial and residential, sold 
for a total of  $272.4 million, with 
an average price of  $27,240,000. 
These high-value transactions 
highlight the strength and di-
versity of  the local real estate 
market, reflecting continued 
economic activity across vari-
ous sectors, according to Norfolk 
County Register of  Deeds Wil-
liam P. O’Donnell.

 The following prices pertain 
to real estate sales from January 
1, 2025, to March 31, 2025.

 The ten properties were:
 10. 42 Cranmore Road, 

Wellesley – A 6-bedroom, 
7-bath, 8,200-square-
foot mansion built last 
year, sold in January for 
$7,800,000.

 9. 44 Vanderbilt Av-
enue, Norwood – A 
44,406-square-foot in-

dustrial manufacturing 
facility built in 1980, sold 
in March for $7,875,000.

 8. 20 Sears Road, Brookline 
– A 7-bedroom, 9-bath, 
9,300-square-foot man-
sion built in 1930, sold in 
March for $8,000,000.

 7. 121 Grove Street, Frank-
lin – A 6-bedroom farm-
house and 26.26 acres of  
land, sold in January for 
$9,100,000.

 

6. 1199 West Central 
Street, Franklin – In 
March, Dairy Farmers 
of  America bought the 
300,000-square-foot milk 
processing facility, for-
merly owned by Garelick 
Farms, which sold for 
$9,611,188.

 5. 9 Andem Place, Brookline 
– Extra Space Storage 
purchased a six-floor self-
storage facility, the oldest 
full-service self-storage 
property in Brookline, in 
January for $11,250,000.

 4. 40 Industrial Drive, Can-
ton – A 59,400-square-
foot industrial ware-
house renovated in 2005, 
sold in February for 
$11,775,000.

 3. 200 Grossman Drive, 
Braintree – In February, 
the 34-acre shopping pla-
za known as The Market-
place at Braintree sold for 
$29,900,000.

 2. 2 Presidential Drive, 
Quincy – The 276-unit 
Garden-style apart-
ment complex, built on 
12 acres of  land and 
known as Presidential Es-
tates, sold in March for 
$74,000,000.

 1. 200 Trotter Road, Wey-
mouth – In January, the 
298-unit apartment com-
munity known as The 
Commons at SouthField 
sold for $103,100,000.

ONE COUPON  -  EXCLUDING JUNK BAG REMOVAL 

CALL TOM CASSIDY

1-508-308-2279 CALL ONLY www.junkitnow.us
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RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Call Jen Schofield a
t 508-570-6544 to run in our 

Real Estate Corner

Rep. Vaughn re-appointed 
to Gaming Policy Advisory 
Committee
SuBMitted By the office of 
rep. MarcuS VauGhn

House Minority Leader 
Bradley H. Jones, Jr. (R-North 
Reading) has re-appointed 
State Representative Marcus S. 
Vaughn (R-Wrentham) to serve 
another two-year term as a mem-
ber of  the state’s Gaming Policy 
Advisory Committee (GPAC).

Created as part of  the 2011 
Expanded Gaming Act, the 
GPAC advises the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission (MGC) on 
gaming policy issues, including 
community mitigation funding, 
addiction services for compulsive 
gambling, and the public safety 
impacts associated with the state’s 
gaming establishments. The 
committee also assists the MGC 
with the development of  its an-
nual gaming research agenda.

Representative Vaughn was 
first appointed to the GPAC in 
April of  2023, shortly after the 
state authorized legal sports bet-
ting, including online sports bet-
ting. On March 20, the MGC 
reported that gross gaming rev-
enue at the state’s three casinos 
– Plainridge Park Casino, MGM 
Springfield and Encore Boston 
Harbor – totaled approximately 
$93.40 million in February, while 
taxable sports wagering revenue, 
including mobile and online 
betting, totaled approximately 
$65.57 million.

“With the continued growth 
of  the Commonwealth’s gam-
ing and sports betting industry, 
it’s important that proper safe-
guards remain in place to protect 
consumers and assist those who 
are struggling with compulsive 
gambling,” said Representative 
Jones. “Marcus has done a ter-
rific job over the last two years 

helping to advise the Massachu-
setts Gaming Commission on the 
many critical issues impacting 
the industry, and I am confident 
he will continue to play an active 
role on the Advisory Committee 
to ensure that proper oversight 
and regulations are in place.”

In addition to his work on the 
GPAC, Representative Vaughn 
is also a member of  the Special 
Working Group on Youth Sports, 
which is exploring potential 
changes to the regulations gov-
erning youth sports in the Com-
monwealth, including improved 
player safety standards, concus-
sion protocols, and limits on 
the maximum number of  hours 
youth athletes can participate 
in each sport during a specified 
time period. The working group 
is expected to file a report with its 
recommendations later this year.

For the 2025-2026 legislative 
session, Representative Vaughn 
is serving as a member of  the 
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the Joint Committee 
on Economic Development and 
Emerging Technologies. He also 
serves as the Ranking Minority 
Member of  the Joint Committee 
on Public Safety and Homeland 
Security, the House Committee 
on Post Audit and Oversight, and 
the House Committee on Opera-
tions, Facilities and Security.

Representative Vaughn is cur-
rently serving his second term as 
a member of  the Massachusetts 
House of  Representatives. He 
represents the 9th Norfolk Dis-
trict, which consists of  Precincts 
3 and 4 in Medfield; Precinct 1in 
Millis; Precinct 5 in Walpole; and 
the towns of  Norfolk, Plainville 
and Wrentham.

5 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 55 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 5
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.WenzelLandscaping.com

• • Landscape 
Design &  
Installation

• • Lawn  
Installation

• • Grading
• • Excavation
• • Drainage  

• • Patios  
• • Walkways  
• • Walls
• • Fire Pits
• • Outdoor 

Kitchens
• • Pool  

Surrounds
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Proudly serving our community for 70 years!!Proudly serving our community for 70 years!!

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056
www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

We’re Still here through others mergers and closings!

Some of our Great Services: 
• Only drive up ATM in Norfolk
• Free Bill Payer
• Free online banking
• Our new FREE app! 
• Great rates on savings and loans
• Personal service only a community 

credit union can provide!
• New & Used Auto Loans 5.99% APR

ALL TIME SPECIAL ONLY $190 +TAX

WE DO ALL

278 Pleasant St., Franklin MA 02038
HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM   • •  SAT: 8AM-2PM

WE FIX EVERYTHING!
•• Tune-ups
•• Tire Sales & Repair
•• Anti-lock Brakes (ABS)
•• Batteries
•• Brake & Rotors Inspection, 

Service & Repair
•• Suspension
•• Wheel Balance & Bearings
•• Diagnostic Service
•• Timing Belt Replacement

•• Starters
•• Water Pumps
•• Troubleshoot Check Engine 

Lights
•• Steering
•• Transmission Work
•• Exhaust / Muffler Service

FRANKLIN TIRE AND AUTO
Complete Service Facility 

508-528-8558

AUTO
REPAIR

SERVICES & 
INSPECTIONINSPECTION

STATIONSTATION

••  Coolant Flush - Top off Fluids  ••  Oil Change (Up to 5 Qts.)  • •  Tire Rotation

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!

FREE TIRE ROTATION

                          
         with Oil Change ONLY!

$20 OFF$20 OFF
FULL TUNE-UPS

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $3995  +TAX

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL,

LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $6995  +TAX

    •• Up to 5 Qts. 5W-30 Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

     •• Up to 5 Qts.

    •• 5W-30 Sunoco Synthetic Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

FREE OIL CHANGES
FREE OIL CHANGES

WITH FULL BRAKE

AND ROTORS FRONT & BACK

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

$20 OFF$20 OFF
4 NEW TIRES

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

EXPIRES 12/31/2025


