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tepark Concepts

Here is a rendering of Concept Plan 1 for the Chabolla Skate Park revamp. Photo courtesy of Helix Environmental Planning

By Idaly Valencia

GALT, CA (MPG) - Dozens of commu-
nity members gathered the evening
of June 26 to share feedback on the
redesign of the existing skatepark on
Chabolla Avenue.

The city and its design partners
hosted the meeting at the Chabolla
Community Center, 600 Chabolla
Ave., to present two proposed design
concepts and gather input from res-
idents and local riders to help shape

the future skatepark.

Representatives from Helix
Environmental Planning joined city
officials, including Galt Parks and
Recreation Director Armando Solis
and Park Maintenance Supervisor
Armando Morales, project manager
and associate civil engineer Brandon
Woods and Public Works Director
John Griffin.

The existing skatepark, originally
built in 2003 as a temporary instal-
lation, is set to expand from 4,000

to about 7,300 square feet. Planned
upgrades include LED sports light-
ing for evening use, shade structures,
new seating, a drinking fountain with
a bottle filler, improved fencing and
direct access to restrooms.

Helix Environmental Planning
landscape architect Scott Redding,
who presented the project over-
view, added that there have been
improvements with Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility,

Continued on Page 2

Veterans Memorial Digs into Big Expansion

From left are Cosumnes Legacy Foundation’s Oscar O’Con, Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen, Cosumnes Community
Services District Director Rich Lozano and President Angela Spease, District General Manager Tim Odgen, District Directors
Reina Tarango and Peter Sakaris and Mayor Bobbie Singh-Allen. Photo courtesy of Cosumnes Community Services District

By Idaly Valencia

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - After
17 years of planning, the
veterans’ tribute at EIlk
Grove Regional Park is
expanding into a regional
landmark to honor and
memorialize veterans.

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held June 19
to launch the next phase
of the ElIk Grove Regional
\eterans Memorial, a com-
munity-supported project
funded brick by brick.

The Cosumnes
Community Services
District and the Cosumnes
Legacy Foundation hosted
the event, unveiling design
renderings and encourag-
ing public involvement.

New features will
include a bronze star mon-
ument with a flagpole, 50
concrete memorial stars,
a granite donor walk and
a veterans’ memorial
wall shaped like a wav-
ing American flag. The
site aims to be a space for

honoring veterans, both
living and deceased, and
for events such as the
Veterans Day Parade.

It is located to the north
of the White Diamond ball
field at Elk Grove Regional
Park, 9950 Elk Grove
Florin Road.

Representatives from
local agencies attended,
including the police depart-
ment, school district, the
chamber of commerce and
offices of elected officials.
\eterans groups American

Legion Elk Grove Post 55
and Post 233 were present,
with honor guards assist-
ing in the Presenting of the
Colors.

Oscar O’Con of the
Cosumnes Legacy
Foundation, a U.S. Army
and Marine veteran, spoke
first.

O’Con said the effort
began in 2008 when, as
the Elk Grove Rotary Club
president, he saw a need
for a place to recognize the

Continued on Page 3

SUN Bucks
Fills Kids'
Food Gaps

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - Summer break is a
season of sunshine and fun
but for many Sacramento
County families, it also
brings a food access
challenge.

That’s why California
Department of Social
Services (CDSS) is bring-
ing back SUN Bucks, also
called Summer-EBT, this
summer. Eligible families
receive $120 per eligible
child to help fill the meal
gap when schools are
closed.

Children who qualify
for free or reduced-price
school meals through
a school meal applica-
tion or an Alternative
Income Form, CalFresh,
CalWORKs or Medi-Cal,
are automatically enrolled.
You don’t need to do any-
thing to sign up.

SUN Bucks provides
$40 per month for food
in June, July and August
($120 total).

Children will automat-
ically get SUN Bucks
if they are 6 to 18 years
old and get CalFresh,
CalWORKs or Medi-
Cal (below 185% Federal
Poverty Level).

Anyone from babies
to 22 years old, attend-
ing schools that are part
of National School Lunch
and/or School Breakfast
Programs and are approved
for free or reduced-price
meals, will also automati-
cally receive SUN Bucks.

Check with your child’s
school to make sure your
free or reduced-price meal
application or Alternative
Income Form is on file.

Children who are
attending Head Start, expe-
riencing homelessness,
living in foster care or part
of a migrant family are
also automatically eligible.

If your family is eligi-
ble, a SUN Bucks S-EBT
card will be mailed to your
home. You do not need
to fill out an application.
You will get one new SUN
Bucks card for each eligi-
ble child. You can use SUN
Bucks just like a debit card
to buy food such as fruits,
vegetables, meat, whole
grains and dairy at grocery
stores, farmers’ markets
and other places that accept
CalFresh EBT benefits.

The state is issuing
SUN Bucks cards by mail
in stages by last name.
If your child has not
received a SUN Bucks
card in the mail or you
have questions about how
to obtain a card, visit the
California Department
of Social Services SUN
Bucks website at cdss.
ca.gov/sun-bucks or call
1-800-560-0976 for more
information.

To learn more, visit
the Sacramento County
Department of Human
Assistance website at ha.
saccounty.gov. *

GaltHerald.-com
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Suspect Arrested in Arson Behind Galt Plaza

Galt Police
Department
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - On
Saturday, June 28, at
approximately 8:40
a.m., Galt Police officers

responded to a report of a
fire behind Kiki’s Wings
and Tenders, located at
1067 C St. Cosumnes Fire
quickly arrived on scene
and extinguished the fire
before it could spread
further.

Upon arrival, officers
located a suspicious male
hiding on the back patio of
the business. A witness at
the scene positively iden-
tified the individual as the
person who intentionally
started the fire.

The suspect, identi-
fied as Jose Angel Guerra
Hernandez, 25, of Walnut
Grove, was found in pos-
session of multiple lighters,
a small propane canister
and a used methamphet-
amine pipe, police said.

Guerra-Hernandez was
arrested for arson and
possession of drug par-
aphernalia, and later
was transported to the
Sacramento County Main
Jail.

He has been released

from custody and is sched-
uled to appear in court at a
future date.

Galt Police Department
thanks community mem-
bers for their vigilance and
Cosumnes Fire for their
rapid response. *

Locals Review Skatepark Concepts

Helix Environmental Planning

Continued from page 1

a digital scoreboard/
lane timer and the use of
skate-friendly material for
surfaces to stay cool in the
summer.

The Chabolla Skate
Park revamp is estimated
to cost $2.55 million.
Solis said that funding
includes $600,000 from
the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) and nearly $2
million from Measure Q,
the city’s one-cent sales tax
supporting essential ser-
vices, which includes parks
and public spaces.

e
e

S

Final design plans are
expected to go before
the Parks and Recreation
Commission this fall, with
construction completion
targeted for summer 2026.

The two proposed con-
cepts share the same
upgraded features, with
differences in the skate ele-
ments. This area received
the most input from attend-
ees, many who are regular
users of the current park.

Zach Wormhoudt, a vet-
eran skatepark designer
with Wormhoudt Inc. and
resident expert for Helix

Environmental Planning,
gave a detailed explana-
tion of the skate elements.
He also emphasized the
importance of public input
in shaping the final design.

“This is your park
and we want to get it
right,” Wormhoudt said.
“Everything is still flexi-
ble at this stage. You tell
us what works and what
doesn’t.”

Wormhoudt, a lifelong
skater, has worked on proj-
ects across the state and
internationally, including
the Wackford Skate Park in

Dozens of community members gathered the evening of June 26 to share feedback on the
redesign of the existing skatepark on Chabolla Avenue. Courtesy photo

Elk Grove and the Brandon
Koch Memorial Skate Park
in Turlock.

“We want someone
who’s just learning how
to skate or riding a bike,
scooter, whatever they’re
on, to be able to come here
and learn,” Wormhoudt
said. “But at the same time,
if you’re the best rider in
town, you’re stoked to
come back and keep being
challenged.”

A question-and-answer
session followed the design
presentation,

Feedback centered on

combining popular ele-
ments from both proposed
concepts. Several skaters
advocated for the inclusion
of longer rails, flat bars, a
two-flat-two stair setup and
an enclosed bowl feature
with varying depths.
Others called for
extended hours to avoid
summer heat and make use
of the evening time during
the shorter winter days.
Galt Parks and
Recreation Director Solis
said the department is
still determining a sched-
ule for park hours but is

considering extending
them once the new park is
completed.

“We want to make sure
you get maximum use out
of this facility,” Solis said.
“This is what you voted for
and your input is what’s
making it happen.”

Community members
can continue to submit
feedback through the city’s
online comment portal at
bit.ly/45MDdQQ (case
sensitive) or by emailing
Galt Parks and Recreation
Department at galtpandr@
cityofgalt.org. *
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Northbound

HWY 99 EXPRESS ROUTE

NEW HWY-99
SATURDAY SERVICE

Connecting Galt with Elk Grove, Cosumnes River College,
Kaiser South and Methodist Hospital

HWY 99 EXPRESS ROUTE

Southbound

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.
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GALT COMMUTER STOPS:

e Galt e Downtown

e Twin Cities e Sacramento

e Midtown

SCT/LINK

ALL SERVICES DIAL-A-RIDE
* Available to EVERYONE e Curb-to-Curb Service Within Galt
¢ Discounted Fares for Seniors, City Limits

Disabled Riders, and Students
e Children 4 and Under Free With

e Save With Ticket Books and
Group Discounts

Paying Adult e Medical Run for Seniors and
e Lift-Equipped and Accessible to Disabled Riders
Mobility Aids ¢ Extended service on Tuesdays
¢ Service Monday Through
Saturday
DELTA ROUTE

e Service Connecting Galt with Walnut Grove, Ryde, And Isleton
e Service from Delta Communities to Raley’s and Wal-Mart in Galt
e Service Monday Through Friday

ALL SERVICES CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER AT GALT CITY HALL
FOR SCHEDULES OR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (209) 745-3052 OR (800) 338-8676
www.sctlink.com

[« Thank A Veteran Today
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Lunch & Learn Teaches Social Media 101 for Business

-

Learn session on June 25. Photos by Paige Lampson

By MPG Staff

featuring local Instagram-savvy

GALT, CA (MPG) - The Galt
Chamber of Commerce recently
hosted another engaging ses-
sion of its Lunch & Learn series,

business owners.

Jena Fell of Fell Together
Photography, Becky Roenspie
and Michaela Jonson of Roenspie
+ Johnson and Erica Breland

of Erica’s Cookie Co. led an
insightful discussion on social
media trends, video tools and
content tips during a live ques-
tion-and-answer session.
Attendees gained practical

R
4

N i T

hosted by the Galt Chamber of Commerce.

N f : b AN
Becky Rosenspie shows how simple tools can be used to engage audience at the Lunch &  Jena Fell collaborates on Instagram information with attendees at the Lunch & Learn session,

strategies to boost their online
presence, along with lunch
boxes from Raley’s and a com-
plimentary content calendar to
support their business marketing.

Lunch & Learn series,

—
"
—————1

sponsored by the City of Galt and
SMUD, is presented by the Galt
Chamber of Commerce.

The next Lunch & Learn will
be July 31 during the State of the
City event at Papas & Wings. *

Shooting Suspect in
Custody; None Injured Murder and Arson Case

Galt Police
Department News
Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - On
Saturday, June 28, at
approximately 4:22 a.m.,
Galt Police officers were
dispatched to the 400
block of North Lincoln
Way following a report of
a shooting. The reporting
party stated their upstairs
neighbor approached the
front door of their res-
idence, brandished a
handgun, fired one round at
the door and then returned
to his apartment. The sus-
pect was unknown to the
victims. Fortunately, no
one inside the residence
was injured. The incident
was captured on Ring cam-

Galt Police Department
Investigations, SWAT and
additional officers from
the ElIk Grove Police
Department responded to
assist with the active situ-
ation. Nearby apartments
were evacuated, and some
residents chose to shelter
in place for safety.

SWAT officers made
announcements instructing
the suspect to surrender. A
short time later, the male
suspect exited his apart-
ment and was taken into
custody without incident.

The suspect was identi-
fied as 40-year-old Javier
Ordaz of Galt.

A search warrant was
executed at his residence,
where investigators said
they recovered a handgun

in the incident.

The firearm was
reported stolen, and Ordaz
was found to be a con-
victed felon with prior
robbery convictions.

Ordaz was booked into
the Sacramento County
Main Jail on the follow-
ing charges: assault with a
deadly weapon, shooting at
an inhabited dwelling and
felon in possession of a
firearm.

Ordaz is currently inel-
igible for bail. His next
scheduled court appear-
ance was Tuesday, July 1.

The Galt Police
Department thanks part-
ners at EIk Grove Police
Department and commu-
nity members for their
cooperation during this

era footage.

believed to have been used

incident. *

Arrest in Attempted

Galt Police Department
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - On Oct. 3, 2021, shortly
after midnight, Galt Police Department
officers and the Cosumnes Fire
Department responded to a residential
structure fire in the 700 block of Benteen
Way. While on scene, officers were also
dispatched to a reported shooting in the
100 block of A Street.

Through the course of the investigation,
it was determined that both incidents were
connected and involved the same suspect.
The suspect was identified as Mario Felix,
48, of Galt.

Officers said they learned that Felix
had arrived at a residence on A Street and
opened fire on several family members.
Fortunately, no injuries were reported.
Officers also said they discovered that ear-
lier that evening, Felix had fired shots at
the same individuals at another location in
unincorporated Sacramento County.

Police said the fire at the Benteen
Way residence was arson, with evidence

indicating Felix intentionally set fire to his
own residence prior to the second shoot-
ing. After the incidents, Felix fled the area.

His vehicle was later located at a gas
station in Ripon, prompting a multi-
agency search. Although he was not
immediately located, a warrant for his
arrest was obtained.

In January, Galt Police Department
received information suggesting Felix was
in Arizona. Local authorities were con-
tacted and conducted an investigation,
but he was not located. Subsequent intel-
ligence indicated Felix had returned to
California and was living and working in
San Bernardino County.

Due to jurisdictional limitations, Galt
Police Department requested assistance
from the U.S. Marshals Office.

On June 24, U.S. Marshals success-
fully apprehended Felix in San Bernardino
County. He is currently in custody await-
ing extradition to Sacramento County,
where he will face charges includ-
ing attempted homicide, with additional
charges pending. *

\eterans
Memorial
1gs Into Big
Expansion

Continued from page 1
thousands of veterans living in the city.

He has led this effort for nearly two
decades, continually raising awareness and
funds for the project.

This memorial is one of only five in the
nation where living veterans can be hon-
ored, O’Con said.

“Here, you’ll be able to bring your
mother, your father, your brother or who-
ever is a veteran and show them either a
brick or paver on the wall,” O’Con said.

The project is community-driven and a
reflection of local pride and participation,
according to O’Con.

“This is your project, so please get
involved,” he said.

Cosumnes Community Services
President Angela Spease then approached
the podium and explained how this proj-
ect holds a special place in her heart as a
daughter, wife, aunt and niece of veterans.

Spease shared that she purchased
bricks for her family members who
served, including her husband (and City
Councilmember) Kevin Spease, who
served in the California Army National
Guard and the U.S. Air Force.

“Elk Grove Park is the perfect spot for

this memorial. 1t’s the heart of our com-
munity,” said Angela Spease. “For over
100 years, this has been a wonderful place
for our families to gather, celebrate and
make memories. Now, it’ll also be a place
to have our time to pause, reflect and give
thanks for all those who paid the ultimate
price, served by defending our freedoms.”

She expressed how this memorial will

be a way to connect residents physically
and emotionally. Spease also acknowl-
edged that the groundbreaking was held
on Juneteenth, a day that marked the end
of slavery in the country and reminded
attendees what it means to be free.

Oscar O’Con of the Cosumnes Legacy Foundation, a U.S. Army and Marine veteran, speaks during the June 19 groundbreaking at Elk Grove
Regional Park for the next phase of the regional veterans’ memorial project. Photo courtesy of Cosumnes Community Services District

General Manager Tim Ogden addressed
attendees next. Ogden, a son and a brother
to veterans, said he understands the sacri-
fices made by those who fought in combat.

“This memorial is an opportunity to
reflect on the goodness, the greatness, the
sacrifice and all that it means to us and for
every visitor that passes by,” said Odgen.
“It will be a reminder that this isn’t just
about the past; it’s about the present and
how we can all be living a part of the leg-
acy that’s preceding us.”

Odgen gave recognition to the efforts
and work of the design team as well as
the contractor, Cohen and Thompson
Construction.

Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen,
who helped secure an initial $100,000 in
state funding, was the final speaker and
shared personal reflections. No matter
how much she prepares to speak in front
of veterans, Nguyen said, she “always gets
emotional because of the impact their ser-
vice had” on her life.

“If it wasn’t for your bravery, if it
wasn’t for your courage, my family would
have never left,” Nguyen said. “And so,
every chance | get, every moment that |
get to see a veteran, somebody who served
during the Vietnam War, | thank them.”

Nguyen credited O’Con for his efforts
and expressed how deeply she felt about
the memorial’s importance.

“This here gives me the opportunity to
honor you while you’re still here. Like
Mr. O’Con said, this is one of five, where
normally these events, we’re recognizing
them after they pass.”

Nguyen said the occasion was meaning-
ful for everyone involved but especially
significant in her public service career,
calling it one of her top projects.

She and the other speakers were joined
by Cosumnes Community Services
District board members and Mayor Bobbie
Singh-Allen to officially break ground
with ceremonial shovels.

Afterward, attendees mingled with

colleagues, discussed the project with
community members and enjoyed light
refreshments.

American Legion Post 55 Commander
Larry Sahota told the Elk Grove Citizen
that the memorial fills a long-needed gap
in Elk Grove.

“We’re ecstatic. We’re glad that we’re
going to have a place where we can honor
our veterans,” said Sahota. “There’s more
like 12,000 veterans in ElIk Grove, so it’s
fantastic that we’ve got a place to come.”

The chamber of commerce’s Leadership
Elk Grove Class of 2025 also informed
attendees about its efforts with the
Veterans Memorial Beautification Project.
The goal is to raise funds to add lighting,
signage and other enhancements to the
Elk Grove Regional Veterans Memorial.
Donations can be made via Venmo to @
EGChamber.

Those interested in an engraved dedi-
cation brick paver or granite tile can visit
bricksrus.com/donorsite/egveterans. %
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Defending The Constitution Isn't Magic

As a retired Air Force

chaplain, I find no greater
meaning for Independence
Day than in our constitu-
tional right to freedom of
worship.

I had firsthand expe-
rience observing this
right challenged during
my 2009 deployment
as a USAF Protestant
Chaplain in Balad, Irag.

One afternoon the
Senior Chaplain, Richard
Hartwell, invited me to
his office to introduce me
to a chapel visitor. The
man, a sergeant in his
mid-30s, said he and his
friends were being perse-
cuted for their religious
beliefs.

He explained how
vandals had recently
scribbled inflammatory
words on the wall of their
meeting place.

Now, the sergeant said,
they needed to find a new
and secretive place of
worship. “Why not meet
in our chapel?” | asked.

My boss nodded at the
sergeant, inviting full
disclosure.

“We are a small circle
of Wiccans,” the sergeant
said. In case you’re won-
dering, some Wiccans,
but not all, are witches.
Honestly, they are known
as a peaceful bunch and
are recognized as a legit-
imate religion.

They take their tradi-
tions from pre-Christian
history but only became a
religion as recently as the
mid-1900s. They practice
so-called “white magic”

and recognize male and
female deities. They aren’t
devil worshipers, as the
vandals likely believed
them to be. Wiccans don’t
even believe in the devil.

If you question why
Protestant chaplains
should come to the aid
of a pagan group, you
wouldn’t be alone. After
all, Wiccans are a far cry
from my Baptist brand
or my boss’s Methodist
practice. Hartwell and |
shared reasonable tension
over the idea of helping
Wiccans.

But we also shared a
pledge called the oath
of office. During the 28
years | served as a chap-
lain, | solemnly swore
at least five times to ...
support and defend the
Constitution of the United
States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic.”

“Defend the
Constitution?” you may
ask. Exactly how does
a chaplain defend the
Constitution when the
Geneva Convention pro-
hibits him from carrying
a gun?

I find the answer in the
constitutional amend-
ment that kicked off this
whole Land-of-the-Free
stuff. It’s numeral 1 —
“Congress shall make no
law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof.”

“Yes, sergeant,” my
commander promised.
“We will help you find a
place, a conference room
perhaps, or a large office.
We want you to be safe.”
In our next staff meet-
ing, Hartwell elicited
suggestions from his
20-person chapel staff
regarding a place for the
Wiccans. He made it clear
that if we exclude room
for any faith, we exclude

room for all faiths.

He challenged his com-
missioned officers to
“faithfully discharge the
duties of the office...” by
safeguarding the Wiccans’
first amendment right
to freely exercise their
religion. Our boss told
us that chaplains must
defend the Constitution
by protecting the reli-
gious rights of all, even
those we disagree with.
We would stand with the
Wiccans, he promised. We
would support the atheist.
And, according to Geneva
Convention, we would
even allow an enemy
combatant his place of
worship.

“Had Hartwell been
bewitched?” you ask.
Why stand with those
whose faith practice is so
drastically different than
ours? Because at the end
of the day if we refuse to
stand with them, we will
most surely stand alone in
future days.

By the way, our chap-
lains came up with an
easy solution for the
Wiccans. We found an
understanding com-
mander who allowed the
group to meet inside his
conference room during
off-duty hours.

Simple solution. No
magic to it.

Sign up to receive this
weekly column in your
email box at https://
thechaplain.net/newslet-
ter/ or send me your email
address to comment@
thechaplain.net.

All of Norris’s books
can be ordered on
Amazon. Autographed
copies can be obtained on
his website www.thecha-
plain.net or bysending
a check for $20 for each
book to 10566 Combie
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn,
CA 95602. *
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MEMORIAL

ALICE ADELAIDE PRATTON ¢ 11/1/1929-6/20/2025

Alice Adelaide Pratton, of Galt,
was born November 1,
Joseph and Adelaide Epp. Alice
passed away June 20, 2025, sur-

rounded by family and
the age of 95.

She was born and raised in Galt.
Galt High School is where she met
Don Pratton; after graduating they

were married.

Together they owned the Pratton
Dairy and raised their three chil-
dren. Alice enoyed spending time

with family, traveling,

cooking, visiting and playing bingo

and skip-bo with friends.

She is survived by her daugh-
, son Gary
Pratton (Heather) two grandchil-
dren, Tyler Williams (Mindy) and
Rachel Velasco (Allan), four great

ter, Marie Williams (Bob)

grandchildren, Kirra,

Sydney and Wells, and several
nieces and nephews. Preceded in
death by husband, Don and daugh-

ter, Donna Snider.

1929, to

friends at

reading,

Scarlett,

There will be a mass at St.
Christopher Church on July 3,
2025, at 11 a.m. A gravesite service
will follow at the Galt Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please send

donations to San Joaquin Hospice.

Peggy Ann Eiseman
of Galt, California passed
away peacefully on June 9,
2025 with a family member
by her side. She was a wife,
mother, sister, aunt, great
aunt, grandmother, great
grandmother, and friend
to many. Although she is
deeply missed, we believe
she is now in the arms and
presence of her sisters,
niece, and son.

Peggy was born April
13, 1938, to Lois Georgina
Thompson and Edgar
Leslie Thompson in in
Schulter, Oklahoma.

Peggy had such a huge
love for life, her family,
friends, and animals. Over
the years, she had sev-
eral pets, including horses,
cats, dogs, and ducks. Her
latest pets Dude, her cat,
and Jack, her Jack Russell
Terrier she spoiled tremen-
dously. Even wild animals
would entrust her, ani-
mals most people would
be afraid of. She friended
feral cats that would come
up to her without hesitation
while sitting on her steps of
her property. They could
sense her compassion and
entrust in her to help them.
She also enjoyed her plants
and beautiful flowers in the
garden. She would spend
hours tending to them and
weeding to make everything
look beautiful.

Peggy retired from
General Mills where
she worked in Human
Resources, Payroll and
Purchasing Departments.
She would frequently talk
about her experiences
there. After retirement she
took up the hobby of golfing
and golfed for thirty years!

MEMORIAL

She had many friends on
the golf course and there
were times she would golf
from sunrise to sundown.
She loved traveling to
Mazatlan, Mexico to vaca-
tion and of course play a
couple rounds of golf.

She was a very sophis-
ticated, classy youthful
person who enjoyed having
fun and living life to the full-
est. She had a heart of gold
and touched everyone’s
heart that she came in con-
tact with.

No matter what obsta-
cle or tragedy came her
way, she would find a way
to overcome it as she was
brave, strong and cou-
rageous. In the last few
months of her journey here,
she still gathered enough
strength to be able to go to
the casino with her nieces
on two separate occasions
and go to the nail salon.
One of her family members
had the honor and privi-
lege to help in her care on
a daily basis to make sure
she was well taken care
of and had everything she
wanted or desired. She
loved her sweet and sour

chicken from the Hunan
House, her huge hamburg-
ers with lots of onions from
Carl’s Jr. and fish sand-
wiches from McDonalds.
She was treated with love,
grace, dignity and pam-
pered like a “queen”, in
which anyone that knew her
would agree that she fully
deserved it.

Pegqy is survived by her
husband, Gary Eiseman,
of 35 years together,
two stepchildren, seven
grandchildren, five great
grandchildren and four
nieces. She was preceded
in passing by her father,
mother, two sisters, niece
and her son.

Thank you to all the fam-
ily and friends for visiting
Peggy in her final days as
it meant a lot to her and a
special thank you to the
medical staff at Hospice
of San Joaquin that made
sure she was comfortable
and resting well. Peggy will
be missed greatly but her
memory will live on forever
in our hearts.

In Lieu of flowers, please
send a donation to Hospice
of San Joaquin.
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Kings Korner

SHCRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

In the life of every NBA franchise,
there are times that will try the patience
of every fan and times of utter disillu-
sionment. A series of moves last season
by the Sacramento Kings put many fans
in one of those boxes and trading away
the face of the franchise didn’t help.

Heading into last week’s draft,
“gloomy” hardly captured the mood
around the Kings both for the franchise
and its fans. A series of poor moves left
them with just one pick and that at #42.
Hardly cause for excitement.

As draft night approached, Kings fans
had yet to see a glimpse of new GM
Scott Perry’s thought process, as vir-
tually no moves had been made. While
there was talk of him trying to land a
first-round pick, hopes of that happen-
ing looked slim as the draft began.

When it appeared all was lost, com-
missioner Adam Silver announced
that the Sacramento Kings had navi-
gated a swap of draft choices, giving
Sacramento the opportunity to pick a
player at #24 of the first round. I imme-
diately was excited, but at the same time
wondering what we had to give up to
acquire a first round pick.

To my amazement, Perry had orches-
trated a swap of first round picks but
giving up one of the two picks the Kings
already had in the 2027 draft, mean-
ing that Sacramento could realize a first
round pick immediately. | waited to hear
if there was more to the trade but to my
delight, it was a straightforward swap of
first round picks.

Perry’s first move as the new GM
of the Sacramento Kings made quite a
splash. Little did I know there was more
to come.

At #24, Sacramento chose Nique
Clifford, a fifth-year player from
Colorado State. Last season, he aver-
aged 18.9 points, 9.6 rebounds, 4.4
assists, and 1.2 steals, shooting 50%
from the field. At 23, this 6°5” guard/
small forward brings strong versatil-
ity and is known for his defense and
rebounding, making him an ideal fit for
the Kings.

But Perry wasn’t content on just rein-
forcing the backcourt. At pick #42, he
grabbed 7°1” Maxime Raynand, a senior
from Stanford. Stanford’s head coach
couldn’t stop praising the 22-year-old
center, and for the first time in recent
memory, NBA pundits are showering

the Kings with praise. Many are calling
the 2025 draft one of the best in fran-
chise history.

Basketball fans were treated to a
highly competitive finals, highlighted
by some of the best defense in years.
I was especially impressed by center/
forward Chet Holmgren, who emerged
as the series’ x-factor. His versatil-
ity. handling the ball, shooting threes,
blocking shots, and running the floor,
left Indiana with no answer for the
electric big man.

Surprisingly, when | watched the
highlight clips of second round pick
Maxime Raynand, | found myself
looking at a close facsimile of Chet
Holmgren, and with a full four years of
college experience, Raynand is likely
to see a significant amount of playing
time in the upcoming season.

With Sabonis, Valanciunas and now
Raynand, finding playing time will
be a challenge for Kings coach Doug
Christie but Kings fans have much to
look forward to.

Raynand is being called a stretch 5,
meaning in addition to his inside abili-
ties, he is a capable 3-point shooter as
well. Hard to believe he was still avail-
able at #42 but maybe the fates of the
Sacramento Kings are finally changing.
Changing at a time in which a new GM
is giving Kings fans a glimpse of his
capabilities.

It is refreshing to hear ESPN and
others praising the Kings draft and
most pundits are giving Sacramento an
overall A, something that rarely if ever
happens in Sactown.

Hope, euphoria, optimism. Pick your
adjective but there is a definite climate
change happening in Sacramento right
now and Scott Perry is presenting him-
self as more than a capable GM. Are
there more movies coming? | abso-
lutely think so but I am hopeful that
they will be as prudent and thoughtful
as the ones we’ve just witnessed.

All eyes on summer league, Kings
fans, and it will be interesting. I will be
in Las Vegas and will be reporting on
what | see with my own eyes but with-
out a doubt, this upcoming season just
got a lot more interesting.

Stay tuned, Kings fans.

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

OWRY
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TheRioter’s White Hood

Who is that masked
man? Well, there’s a
chance he’s an antisemitic
rioter.

New York City and other
jurisdictions are debating
mask bans after face-cov-
erings have become asso-
ciated with acts of may-
hem committed by people
who hope to avoid recog-
nition and evade criminal
responsibility.

The most iconic image
of the L.A. riots involves
a man on a dirt bike wav-
ing a Mexican flag ... in a
mask.

It’s no surprise that he
was wearing a mask. At
this point, failing to wear
a mask when engaging in
lawless activity is a major
faux pas. It’s like wear-
ing white before Memo-
rial Day or showing up at
L.A.’s upscale restaurant
71Above in flip-flops.

Embattled New York
City mayor Eric Adams
has been emphatic that
there needs to be a return
to the broad ban on masks
that was repealed during
the pandemic (the state
just passed a more limited
measure creating enhanced
penalties for people wear-
ing masks to conceal their
identities while commit-
ting crimes).

The meaning of the
mask has changed in recent
years. Prior to COVID-19,
wearing a surgical mask in
public likely meant some-
one had a compromised
immune system; during
COVID-19, it usually

meant someone was com-
plying with the pandemic
rules and associated social
pressure; after COVID-19,
it tends to indicate either
someone is too neurotic
to give up pandemic-era
practices -- or wants to ha-
rass Jews or throw rocks at
the cops.

In an era of ubiqui-
tous facial reconciliation
technology, a face mask
is a bid to foil efforts by
police to track down af-
ter the fact those who
committed criminal acts.
It’s not a get-out-of-jail
card -- masked rioters are
sometimes arrested on the
spot -- but it’s a layer of
protection for the person
hoping to break or burn
something and melt away
without consequence.

This is why prior to
COVID-19 masks out-
side of a medical context
tended to have a negative
connotation in the popu-
lar imagination. The Lone
Ranger was the exception
that proved the rule. Other-
wise, the masked man was
going to hold up the stage-
coach, rob a bank or burn
a cross on someone’s lawn.

A 1990 Georgia Su-
preme Court ruling up-
holding a mask ban said,
“A  nameless, faceless
figure strikes terror in the
human heart.”

Certainly, after seeing
what’s gone down on the
streets after the Kkilling
of George Floyd and on
the campuses since Oct.
7, everyone should be on
edge when encounter-
ing masked protestors. If
nothing else, it’s not re-
assuring when people are
afraid of being associat-
ed with their own cause,
or the means with which
they are going to agitate
for it.

New York first banned

masks in the 1840s in re-
sponse to protesters ha-
rassing landlords. Later,
in the 20th century, states
prohibited face coverings
to address the depreda-
tions of the KKK.

The bans were either
not enforced or repealed
during covid. Masks went
from being a symbol of
outlaw behavior to be-
coming the sine qua non
of good citizenship ac-
cording to Dr. Fauci and
other public-health au-
thorities. The snugly fit-
ted N95, or even better,
an elastomeric respirator
with replaceable filters,
showed a heroic commit-
ment to your own health
and the well-being of oth-
ers.

The clashing perspec-
tives of the last two gover-
nors of New York indicate
how the debate on masks
has turned. Then-Gov.
Andrew Cuomo in 2020
urged protesters to mask
up. “You have a right to
demonstrate,” he declared,
“You don’t have a right
to infect other people.”
Cuomo’s successor, Gov.
Kathy Hochul, went in the
opposite direction after
seeing masked protestors
menace Jewish riders on
the subway last year. She
came out in favor of re-
stricting masks and sup-
ports the watered-down
change recently passed by
the legislature.

With a long, hot sum-
mer in the offing, the issue
won’t go away in New
York, or anywhere else.
The mask is now part of
the kit of rioters, as use-
ful, indispensable and em-
blematic as a Klansman’s
white hood.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Features
Synd., Inc. *

Social Security Matters

When Will Funds Stolen from
Social Security be Replaced?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: When will
the funds stolen from the
SS Fund be replaced? They
used Social Security when
the government ran out
of money and used it for
illegals. I think the funds
should be replaced except
for legitimate payments
to Social Security recip-
ients. This money was
never meant to be used by
the federal government
to pay their bills. Signed:
Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior:
I must tell you that no
funds have ever been
“stolen” from the Social
Security Administration
(despite the persistent
myth). All money received
by SS (from payroll taxes,
interest on investments,
and income tax on SS ben-
efits) is - and always has
been - immediately con-
verted to special issue
government bonds (invest-
ments) which are held in

the Social Security Trust
Funds, and which pay
interest (at the current fed-
eral bond rate). Those
bond investments held in
reserve have been, and are,
used only to pay benefits
to those who have earned
them by contributing to
Social Security via payroll
taxes for at least 10 years
(40 quarters). Only US cit-
izens and legal residents
can get Social Security
benefits (illegal aliens can-
not receive Social Security
benefits).

For information, repay-
ment of the special issue
bonds held in SS reserves
occurs every day, because
incoming revenue has
been insufficient to pay
all Social Security bene-
fit costs for several years
now, which means that the
bonds must be redeemed
regularly so that full ben-
efits can be paid to all
SS recipients who have
earned them. There were
about $2.8 trillion in SS
reserves as of the end of
2023, but that balance is
steadily decreasing (due
to being redeemed to pay
full benefits). As of the
last report by the Trustees
of Social Security, the
reserves will be depleted
in about 2033, unless
Congress passes reform
legislation to restore SS to
full solvency.

FYI, the Association of
Mature American Citizens
(AMAC) is working hard
to prevent depletion of the
Trust Fund, suggesting to
Congress a way to reform
the program so future
generations can fully ben-
efit from it, with AMAC’s
Social Security Guarantee
proposal (see this). AMAC
is constantly working to
prevent depletion of the
SS Trust Funds, which
would result in an across
the board cut in every-
one’s benefit by about
23%. AMAC works every
day in Washington D.C. to
ensure Social Security is
here for many generations.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. *

Politicians Ignore Agriculture’s

> d

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When James Marshall
discovered traces of gold
in the American River in
1848, he ignited the famous
California Gold Rush that
attracted a tidal wave of
immigration and led to state-
hood just two years later.

However, not everyone
who made the arduous trek
to California in the mid-
19th century was seeking
gold. Many — including
those in the ill-fated 1846
Donner Party — wanted
farmland.

Completion of the trans-
continental railroad in 1869
made immigration into
California and shipping
produce out of the state
much easier. As the gold
rush quickly waned, agri-
culture became the state’s
dominant industry, globally
famous for fresh fruits and
vegetables.

California’s vast network
of reservoirs to capture
water and canals to deliver
it was originally created to
help farmers prosper. They
still use, by a wide margin,
most of the system’s water.

While California is still
No.1 in agricultural pro-
duction among the states,
generating about $60 bil-
lion a year, other sectors,
such as technology, health
care and logistics now play
much larger roles in the
state’s economy.

This is the time of year
when crops are maturing
and farmers are looking for-
ward to harvests, shipments

Troules bu

and paydays. But agricul-
tural leaders see this year as
one of the industry’s most
trying periods, beset by
economic and political fac-
tors that could significantly
reduce production.

“When we talk about the
things that are keeping me
up at night, it really comes
down to what is going to
keep our members in busi-
ness,” Shannon Douglass,
president of the California
Farm Bureau, said this
month during a gathering
of industry leaders.

She cited a federal cen-
sus of agriculture which
revealed California has
lost 20% of its farmers in
the last decade. The indus-
try is at a tipping point, she
declared.

She also pointed to a
study by researchers at
Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo
that detailed rising costs
of producing lettuce in the
Salinas Valley due to gov-
ernment regulations. It
found that costs of envi-
ronmental, labor and food
safety regulation are $1,600
per acre, up 63.7% since
2017, while income from
lettuce has been virtually
stagnant.

The list of factors affect-
ing the industry also
includes rising labor costs
due to state wage reg-
ulations, new limits on
pumping water from wells
and demands from the state
to reduce water diversions
from rivers.

This year brought two
new adverse factors —
President Donald Trump’s
tariffs that could generate
retaliatory tariffs, depress-
ing export markets, and
Trump’s sweeps of undoc-
umented immigrants, who
are a major portion of the
agricultural labor force.

Alexi Rodriguez, pres-
ident of the Almond
Alliance, told the gathering

t Boost Movie Business

that China had been the
top market for almonds
until 2018, when an ear-
lier round of Trump’s tariffs
cut shipments. “After this
year, China is likely to drop
out of the top 10 export
markets for almonds as a
result,” she said.

The state’s labor costs
also put California’s grow-
ers at a disadvantage.

“We’re sitting here in
California and getting our
brains beat in with costs
that are through the roof
and going up against my
competitors in the East
Coast paying $8 to $9 an
hour for labor, and we’re
dealing with the same cus-
tomers,” said Mike Way, a
bell pepper producer in the
Coachella Valley. “What’s
my choice? My choice is to
shrink my acreage and go
elsewhere.”

As agriculture’s acre-
age declined, so too did its
economic importance and
its once-dominant political
clout vis-a-vis other eco-
nomic interests. Efforts by
Gov. Gavin Newsom and
legislative leaders to dou-
ble state subsidies for the
film industry underscore
that decline.

Newsom, et al, say the
subsidies are necessary to
keep film production from
declining further. The film
industry pegs its economic
contribution at $30 billion
a year, just half of agricul-
ture’s output.

Implicitly poli-
ticians believe that
producing movies is much
more important than pro-
ducing food.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *
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Happy Independence Day! Hot Dogs or Ribs?

Each year on July 4, the United States
celebrates Independence Day. The federal
holiday commemorates the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence on July
4, 1776, declaring independence from the
Kingdom of Great Britain.

According to the National Day
Calendar website, for nearly 250 years,
the country has been celebrating a day
in history that inspires us still today. On
July 4th, communities host speeches and
ceremonies across the nation. Across the
county, people crowd cities for parades
and festivals.

Cities deck the streets in red, white
and blue bunting and flags. Families
and friends gather for some of the most
mouthwatering food, served at picnics,
local fairs and barbecues, that provides a
taste of culture and mom’s home cooking,
too.

With so many converging on their
hometowns, family and school reunions
take place. Before the day is over, many
communities hold spectacular fireworks
displays re-enacting moments of victory.
Patriotic music accompanies the perfor-
mance while spectators view the show
from blankets and lawn chairs strewn

HERALD
HAPPENINGS

along capital lawns or from boats floating
in the bays or on the rivers.

In some parts of the country, peo-
ple will shoot their own fireworks while
children delight in the bright colors and
sparklers. They roast marshmallows and
make s’mores.

In 1775, people in 13 colonies began
fighting the British under King George
111 for their own independence. On July
2, 1776, Congress secretly voted for inde-
pendence from Great Britain. Two days
later, on July 4, 1776, the final word-
ing of the Declaration of Independence
was approved, and the document was
published.

The first public reading of the
Declaration of Independence was July
8,1776. Delegates began to sign the
Declaration on August 2, 1776. In 1870
Independence Day was made an unpaid

ABOUT TOWN

Enter Aug. 2 Herald Day
Contests

Herald Community Club is accepting
entries for the Herald Day 2025 canning
and baking contests. Herald Day is sched-
uled for Aug. 2 at Herald Park on Twin
Cities Road. The categories are baked
goods, canned jelly or jam, canned pickle
or relish and salsa.

Entries must be delivered to Herald
Park by 11 a.m. on event day. For more
information, call Jim Cunningham at
209-768-7144.

Friday, July 4

Independence Day Celebration — all-
day patriotic fun in a variety of locations
throughout Galt. Choose from the 13th
annual Officer Kevin Tonn Memorial
5k run or walk, the Independence Day
Parade, live music, food trucks, a kids’
zone, and of course, fireworks! More
information and 5k sign-ups at cityofgalt.
org.

4th of July at the Lake — An American
Festival at Lodi Lake. The day opens with
a Kiwanis pancake breakfast, followed
by afternoon activities for the whole fam-
ily and the grand finale of fireworks after
dark. Full schedule and information at vis-
itlodi.com. 1101 W. Turner Road, Lodi.

Saturday, July 5

Wilton Bingo — Wilton Community
Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food
available for sale and bingo starts at 6
p-m. All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the
local Park Council and the Wilton History
Group. 9717 Colony Road at Dillard
Road.

Sunday, July 6

Central Valley Classics n’ Customs
cars and coffee mini show — 7 a.m. to
11 a.m. at Park West Casino, Lodi. Free
registration for all cars, trucks and motor-
cycles — all makes, models, and years are
welcome. Supporting our local U.S. active
duty and military veterans and their fam-
ilies, and bringing awareness to PTSD,
traumatic brain injury and wellness. 1800
S. Cherokee Lane.

Stockton Swap Meet and Car Show
— 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the San Joaquin
Fairgrounds, Stockton. Don’t miss out
on this amazing opportunity to shop,
showcase and connect with fellow car
enthusiasts. Bring your family, enjoy the
displays and celebrate love for classic
cars.

For more information, call 209-513-
8651. 1658 S. Airport Way.

Friday, July 11

Friday Night Movies at Veterans
Field — Gates open at 6 p.m. and the
movie starts at dusk. This month we’ll be
watching “Snow White (2025),” so bring
your blankets, chairs and picnic baskets to
enjoy an evening outdoors with family and
friends.

For more information, call 209-366-
7115 or email jgarcia@cityofgalt.org. 900
Caroline Ave.

Saturday, July 12

Cafe and Cars — 8 a.m. to noon at
Café Latte. Open to cars, trucks, bicycles,
motorcycles and anything with wheels.
Come out and get a drink and a bite to eat
at this local café that has been open for
over 25 years, serving breakfast and lunch
all day. 1000 C St.

Summer Concerts in the Park — pre-
sented by the City of Galt Parks and
Recreation. This month’s event will be at
Community Park. Join us when the gates
open at 6 p.m. to enjoy the Listen Hear
Band. Bring your chairs, blankets, snacks,
neighbors and friends.

More information at cityofgalt.org. 1000
Walnut Ave.

Lodi Community Art Center annual
membership show and awards presen-
tation — 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Stroll through an
exceptional exhibition of paintings, pho-
tography, mixed media and more. This
celebratory event highlights the best of
the show with an engaging award presen-
tation. Light refreshments will be served,
and admission is free.

More information at lodiartcenter.org.
110 W. Pine St., Lodi.

Ongoing Events

Galt Saturday Market — First Saturday
of every month, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Fourth
Street Promenade. Visit with local artisans,
shop handmade crafts, and enjoy a vari-
ety of cuisine from yummy food trucks!
Next market is scheduled for Friday, July
4 (special Holiday edition!)

Lodi Farmers Market — 5 p.m. to 8
p.m., every Thursday evening through
August, on School Street in Downtown
Lodi.

Library Events

Sacramento County Libraries have the
following upcoming events: (G) Marian
O. Lawrence Library, 1000 Caroline Ave.,
(WG) Walnut Grove, 14177 Market St.

Friday, July 4: English conversation
group, 3 p.m.to 4 p.m. (G)

Saturday, July 5: Cunamacué Afro-
Peruvian Dance, noon to 1 p.m. Join us for
an interactive cultural experience. (G)

Wednesday, July 9: English conver-
sation group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (G) Teen
space, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Meet other teens
and hang out in a space dedicated to you.
(WG)

Thursday, July 10: Tai Chi for begin-
ners, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Join us for a
six-week series of this low-impact, gentle
martial art. Registration is required. (WG)
STEAM builder space — rocket-propelled
cars, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Build your own toy
car and take it for a ride. (G)

Friday, July 11: Family story time, 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. (G) Magical Mary — sum-
mer reading program, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
(WG) English conversation group, 3 p.m.
to 4 p.m. (G)

Wednesday, July 16: Teen space, 3 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Meet other teens and hang out in
a space dedicated to you. (WG)

Call 916-264-2920 or 800-561-4636 for
more information on any of these events.

Meetings for Veterans

American Legion Post 55, Veterans
and Auxiliary Units — fourth Wednesday
each month. Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m.
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive.
Next meeting will be July 23. Breakfast:
second Saturday, 8-10 a.m., 8830 Sharkey
Ave., Elk Grove.

American Legion Post 233 and
Auxiliary Unit 233 — general meetings
the fourth Thursday each month at 7 p.m.
at the Elks Lodge, 9240 Survey Road, Elk
Grove. Dinner at 6 p.m. Next meeting will
be Thursday, July 24.

The Post Family Breakfast on the first
Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. will
change location for July 5 and Aug. 2
to Bert’s Diner, 8972 Grant Line Road,
Elk Grove. For more information, call
916-683-6128.

Marine Corps League Detachment
#1238 — first Thursday each month.
Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., District 56
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive,
Elk Grove.

VFW Post 2073: second Thursday.
Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., District 56
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive,
Elk Grove. For more information, call
916-684-3849. *

holiday for federal employees. In 1941 it
became a paid holiday for them.

Interesting trivia: In a letter from John
Adams to his wife Abigail on July 3,
1776, he described the day as pomp and
parade, with shows, games, sports, guns,
bells and bonfires.

Also, moving forward, Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams, both signers of
the Declaration of Independence and pres-
idents of the United States, died on July 4,
1826 — exactly 50 years after the adoption
of the declaration.

It is important to note that Native
Americans lived in the country, and each
tribe had its own nation and government
prior to the European settlers.

There you have it, several facets of our
Independence Day and how to celebrate
it. Be safe and enjoy the freedom that was
won so long ago.

*kkx

Now the question to answer: hot dogs
or ribs? Ribs, of course! For one reason
it is National Barbecued Spareribs Day
and second, | don’t think hot dogs were
a “thing” in 1776, but I’ll bet someone
was cooking ribs over a fire back then.

(Although hot dogs were invented in
1487, five years before Columbus discov-
ered America.)

Get the charcoal fired up because it is
National Barbecued Spareribs Day across
the nation.

This delicious food holiday is one of the
most popular food celebrations because
anytime a grill and barbecue are involved,
it’s going to be a great day to gather fam-
ily and friends.

While steak is great, these inexpensive
cuts of pork or beef ribs can be seasoned
with spice rubs and sauces. Spareribs are
cut from the lower portion of the pig.
Though ribs have more bone than meat,
the fat in them makes spareribs more ten-
der than other kinds of ribs.

And when eating ribs, don’t wear your
Sunday best. While some manners do
go out the window, try to maintain some
decorum. Eat this sweet and messy deli-
ciousness with your fingers but carry
plenty of napkins. Wiping your hands
on your shirt is a big no-no. The better
the ribs the more napkins you will need.

Enjoy!
Until next week — be strong, be coura-
geous, make a memory. *

PRICING VARIES
DEPENDING ON
THE NUMBER OF
WEBSITES WHERE
YOUR EVENT
APPEARS, LENGTH
OF TIME YOUR EVENT
IS FEATURED.
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FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!

STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

QUICK, EASY,
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WWW.GALTHERALD.COM
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EFFECTIVE!
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3. LANDING PAGE
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MEETING MINDERS

Sunday, July 6
Galt 4-H Club meeting, 4 p.m., at either
Barbara Payne Community Garden or
Grange Hall (depending on weather);
see Facebook page GALT 4-H or email
galtdh@gmail.com.

Monday, July 7
Lodi Parkinson’s Support Group, 10
a.m., GracePoint Church, 801 Lower
Sacramento Road (enter off Tokay Street),
Lodi; 209-269-1080 or 209-329-1185.

Galt Youth Commission, 6:30 p.m.,
Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive.

Thursday, July 10
Lockeford Community Services District
Board of Directors, 9 a.m., Old School
House, 19456 N. Jack Tone Road.

Saturday, July 12
Kiwanis Club of Galt, 8:30 a.m.,
Comfort Inn, 10380 Twin Cities Road. For
more information: k13878.site.kiwanis.

org.

Tuesday, July 15

Galt City Council, 6 p.m., Council
Chambers, 380 Civic Drive.

Galt High Alumni Association
(GHAA), 7 p.m., Three Palms Mobile
Estates Clubhouse, 604 Pringle Ave.,
916-835-8690.

Wednesday, July 16

Cosumnes CSD, 5 p.m., Elk Grove CSD
boardroom, 8820 Elk Grove Blvd.

Thursday, July 17
Galt Beautification Committee, 9 a.m.,
Community Development Dept., 495
Industrial Drive, 209-366-7130.
Herald Fire Protection District, 6
p.m., Station 87, 12746 Ivie Road,
209-748-2322.

Friday, July 18
Galt Sunrise Rotary, 7 a.m., Comfort
Inn & Suites, 10380 Twin Cities Road,
209-745-6617. *

Draft Plan for Sacramento
Region Growth Released

Sacramento

Niello Raises Awareness of
Familial Adenomatous Polyposis

Area Council of
Governments
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG)
- The Sacramento Area
Council of Governments
(SACOG) announced that
the draft 2025 Blueprint
and Environmental Impact
Report (EIR), the region's
long-range transportation
and land use plan, has been
released for public review
and comment.

The drafts are now avail-
able for public review and
comments will be taken
until Aug. 8. View the
Draft 2025 Blueprint and
Environmental Impact
Report at sacog.org under
the “Planning” tab.

By the year 2050, it is
expected the region will
add 580,000 new resi-
dents, 278,000 new homes
and 263,000 new jobs,
while investing more
than $40 billion in multi-
modal transportation
improvements.

The 2025 Blueprint lays
out a plan for how the
region’s six counties and
22 cities will work together
to create a vibrant, inclu-
sive and resilient region
that meets the needs of

As the sole public agency representing every regional
jurisdiction, Sacramento Area Council of Governments fosters
collaboration and progress for an equitable, sustainable and
prosperous future. Image courtesy of Sacramento Area Council
of Governments

current and future resi-
dents while preserving the
environment for future
generations.

“We have to work
together to build a region
that works for both our
existing and future resi-
dents,” said Darren Suen,
the Sacramento Area
Council of Governments
Board of Directors chair
and a City of Elk Grove
councilmember. “The 2025
Blueprint is our playbook
for how cities and coun-
ties will collaborate and
ultimately helps setup
the region for success to
attract more grants and
investments.”

Community mem-
bers are invited to review
the draft plan and pro-
vide feedback by Aug.
8. To view the draft plan

and Environmental Impact
Report, visit sacog.org/
planning/blueprint.

The Sacramento Area
Council of Governments
is where local government
leaders in the Sacramento
region advance three stra-
tegic goals of equity,
economy and environment.

As the sole public
agency representing every
regional jurisdiction,
Sacramento Area Council
of Governments fosters
collaboration and prog-
ress for an equitable,
sustainable, and prosper-
ous future.

Support extends to local
governments, address-
ing diverse issues such as
transportation planning,
funding assistance, air-
port planning and housing
affordability. *

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance
Writers to provide great coverage.
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From left: Rich Lozano, Roger Niello, Dan “Dry Dock” Shockley, Abid Sha and Salma Sha.

Photos courtesy of Office of Sen. Roger Niello

By Adelyn Fowler

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California
State Senate unanimously passed Senate
Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 73 on June
23. It aims to establish June 16-June 22,
2025, as familial adenomatous polypo-
sis awareness week, and the ceremony
also recognized attenuated familial adeno-
matous polyposis (AFAP), a subvariant of
FAP.

What is familial adenomatous polyp-
0sis? FAP is a rare and genetic condition
that is caused by a defect in the adeno-
matous polyposis coli gene. The condition
results in an extra amount of tissue, also
known as polyps, to form in the large
intestine and rectum.

If left untreated, the polyps can become
cancerous typically when a person reaches
their 40s.

Galt’s state Sen. Roger Niello worked
closely with constituent Dan Shockley to
raise awareness about this issue. Shockley
is a survivor and advocate for FAP and
AFAP awareness.

“As a 13-year Attenuated FAP war-

campaign,” said Shockley. “The late Dr.
Henry T. Lynch, the founding father of
hereditary cancer research, is credited
with discovering AFAP. Dr. Lynch con-
sidered me a colleague through the years.
He shared with me that there seems to be
a limited number of resources for indi-
viduals diagnosed with hereditary cancer.
My purpose is to educate medical stu-
dents about AFAP continuing the legacy
of Dr. Henry T. Lynch on the importance
of early detection in hopes of saving lives.
My mantra is a positive spin on a bleak
diagnosis, Always Forge Ahead with a
Purpose!”

Niello presented SCR 73 on the Senate
floor and received unanimous support.
He shared, “Drawing attention to condi-
tions such as this raises awareness about
those living with FAP.” He continued, “I
am proud to author SCR 73 with help of
fierce advocates like Dan and encourage
Californians to understand their own risk
for conditions like this.”

Shockley was joined in the Senate by
friends and fellow advocates Rich Lozano,
Salma Shah and Abid Shah.

SCR 73 now moves on to the State
Assembly. *

rior, I'm honored to have the support of
Sen. Roger Niello for this life-saving

Legal Advertising Hotline
916-483-2299
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916-773-2999
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Legal Advertising
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd #5
Carmichael, CA 95608

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-03979
Jose Joel Alvarado Vigil, 7110
Flamingo Way, Sacramento, CA
95828 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Pacific Recycling” 814 A Street,
Galt, CA 95632. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

May 28, 2025
Publish: June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2025
PACIFIC 7-4-25

ORDER TO SHOW FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#25CV013445
Robert Harold Williams has filed
a petition with this court for a
decree changing the name(s) of
Robert Harold Williams to Robert
Harold Rogers.
IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this

court on October 6, 2025, at 9:00
a.m. in Department 54, located at
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA
95814, and show cause, if any,
why the petition for Change of
Name should not be granted.
Dated: June 6, 2025

Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: June 20, 27, July 4, 11, 2025
ROGERS 7-11-25

MPG

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?
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All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Group ﬂ’” %‘ ‘
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON THE RESOLUTION DECLARING INTENTION TO ANNEX TERRITORY
COSUMNES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1
(ELK GROVE FIRE PROTECTION)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to California Government Code Section 53322, the
Board will hold a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 16, 2025, at the meeting place of
the Board, 8820 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove, California, to consider:

A. A summary of the text of Resolution 2025-22 A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE COSUMNES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT DECLARING
INTENTION TO ANNEX TERRITORY TO COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE LEVY OF

THE SPECIAL TAX THEREIN is as follows:

The Board has conducted proceedings to establish Community Facilities District No. 1
(Elk Grove Fire Protection) (the "CFD") pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of
1982, as amended (the "Act"), Chapter 2.5 of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5, commencing at Section
53311, of the California Government Code and The Board hereby finds and determines that public
convenience and necessity require that territory be added to the CFD. The name of the existing
CFD is “Cosumnes Community Services District Community Facilities District No. 1 (Elk Grove Fire
Protection).” The territory included in the existing CFD is set forth in the map of the CFD recorded in
the office of the County Recorder of the County of Sacramento in Book 116 at Page 1580 of Maps
of Assessment and Community Facilities Districts, to which map reference is hereby made. The
territory now proposed to be annexed to the CFD is as shown on Annexation Map No. 57 to the
CFD, on file with the Clerk of the Board (“Board Clerk”). The services and facilities to be financed
by the CFD (the “Services and Facilities") and pursuant to the Act are described in Exhibit A of
Resolution No. 2012-25 of the District, adopted on June 6, 2012 (the “Resolution of Formation”)
which is incorporated herein by reference. The Resolution, Description of Facilities, Rate, and
Method of Apportionment of Special Tax, and the proposed boundaries of the Community Facilities
District No. 1 Annexation No. 57 are on file with Nou Vang, Cosumnes Community Services District,
8820 Elk Grove Blvd., EIk Grove, California, and are available for review there during business
hours by any interested persons.

On Wednesday, July 16, 2025, at the meeting place of the Board, 8820 Elk Grove Blvd.,
Elk Grove, California, this Board, as the legislative body for the CFD, will conduct a public hearing
on the annexation of the territory to the CFD and consider and finally determine whether the public
interest, convenience, and necessity require the annexation of the Property to the CFD and the
levy of the Special Tax thereon.

At the public hearing, the testimony of all interested persons or taxpayers for or against the
proposed annexation will be heard. If owners of one-half or more of the area of land in the existing
CFD and not exempt from the Special Tax, or if the owners of one-half or more of the area of land
in the territory proposed to be annexed and not exempt from the Special Tax, file written protests
against the proposed annexation, and protests are not withdrawn so as to reduce the protests to
less than a majority, no further proceedings to annex the same territory shall be undertaken for a
period of one year from the date of the decision of the District Board on the issues discussed at
the hearing.

The Galt Herald 7-4-2025
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Two Graduate Nursing Programs Eam Accreditation

University of California,
Davis Health
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The first week of
June marked the start of a
new educational journey
for students in two recent-
ly-accredited graduate
programs at the Betty Irene
Moore School of Nursing
at University of California,
Davis (UC Davis).

They are members of
the Class of 2025 for the
University of California
Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner
(PMHNP) Certificate
Program and the Class of
2028 Doctor of Nursing
Practice - Family Nurse
Practitioner (DNP-FNP)
Degree Program.

Both programs earned
full accreditation from the
Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education (CCNE)
Board of Commissioners
following a site visit and
formal review in fall 2024.
In addition, the California
Board of Registered
Nursing approved the
School of Nursing’s pro-
grams, affirming they meet
state-specific licensing and
practice requirements.

Commission on
Collegiate Nursing
Education accreditation is a
trusted mark of quality for
graduate nursing programs.
It confirms the program
meets national standards,
qualifies students for finan-
cial-aid and licensure, and
enhances its reputation with
employers and peers. It also
reflects a commitment to
continuous improvement
and excellence in nursing
education.

“This accreditation
reflects what we value most,
an environment where fac-
ulty and staff are deeply

T

invested in student success,

result: a new curriculum

£

- '

Primary care is delivered by family nurse practitioners for all areas of California. Photo courtesy of University of California, Davis Health

projects with colleagues,

While

impact on people in des-
perate need of mental
health services and identi-
fying ways to expand the
curriculum and placement
opportunities.

“This accreditation marks
more than a milestone,”
said Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner
program director Lynda
Creighton-Wong. “It reflects
our intentional decision to
lead an established program
and reimagine its poten-
tial. We saw an urgent need
in our communities and
made it our mission to reach
those too often left behind.
Accreditation affirms that
we’re on the right path in
building a program rooted in
equity, innovation and real-
world impact.”

More than 120 stu-
dents from across the state
have graduated from the
program, including 30

residents in

where academic excellence
is the standard and where
every graduate is empow-
ered to be a change agent
in health care,” said School
of Nursing Dean Stephen
Cavanagh. “It’s not just
about meeting benchmarks.
It’s about transforming lives
and advancing the future of
how and where care is deliv-
ered to meet the needs of
California and beyond.”

Primary care is deliv-
ered by Family Nurse
Practitioners for all areas of
California.

Launched in 2022, The
Doctor of Nursing Practice
- Family Nurse Practitioner
program marked the first
Doctor of Nursing Practice
program at University of
California, Davis. Faculty
developed the curricu-
lum from the ground up,
weaving into every facet
the elements of leadership,
innovative clinical prac-
tice and health equity. The

that actively develops mean-
ingful solutions to provider
shortages in rural and urban
areas.

The hybrid program
combines distance-based
education with four on-cam-
pus immersions across
three years. The inaugural
cohort graduated June 12,
prepared to implement evi-
dence-based innovations
and develop expertise in
their clinical practice.

Doctor of Nursing
Practice program director
Charleen Singh suggested
that faculty have learned as
much from the first students
as those soon-to-be gradu-
ates have learned through
their coursework.

“As a result, we’ve cre-
ated not only a program
that we are extremely proud
of but one that is a reward-
ing journey that starts with
exploring the Central Valley
and ends with the DNP sym-
posium to celebrate their

family and friends,” said
Singh. “I often asked myself
if I am leading the team in
the right direction to fulfill
the mission of the school
and meet the vision of the
Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation. As the inau-
gural cohort graduates, |
believe we did.”

Inaugural graduate
Samiksha Dhakal credits the
program with transforming
her perspective as a nurse
and expanding how she sees
her future impact.

“This program has been a
truly transformative experi-
ence, really life-changing,”
said Dhakal. “This program
helped to equip me with the
advanced leadership skills,
critical thinking abilities
and expertise to apply these
evidence-based solutions in
clinical practice.”

Mental care access
has expanded through
the Nursing Practitioner
certification.

many areas of the state
lack access to primary
care services, more than
half of Californians liv-
ing with mental illness do
not receive the psychiatric
care they need. To answer
the call, nursing schools at
University of California,
Davis; University of
California, Los Angeles;
University of California,
Irvine; and University of
California, San Francisco
launched the multicampus,
hybrid mental-health cer-
tificate program to prepare
nurse practitioners across
California as psychiatric
mental-health specialists.
The one-year program,
which welcomed its first
class in 2021, grew out of
a course of study developed
by University of California,
San Francisco. University
of California, Davis became
the administrative home of
the program in 2023 with
a focus on expanding the

from the first cohort pro-
gram since University of
California, Davis assumed
its operations.

Among those graduates is
Roxanne Abella. She credits
the faculty, preceptors and
curriculum with not only
preparing her to become a
psychiatric mental health
provider but a leader in
health care.

“Coming from an under-
served background and
having worked as a nurse
practitioner in resource-lim-
ited communities, many
aspects of this framework
initially felt intuitive,”
said Abella. “However,
the program expanded my
approach, not just as a cli-
nician but as someone
committed to equity, collab-
oration and lasting impact.”

Accreditation for both
programs lasts for five
years. The next on-site eval-
uation will take place in
fall 2029. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
«Lighting *«Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
sFraming and more!

All phases of home.
repair & any construction

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

needed- Big or small. Sprinkler Svstem
Quality work guaranteed! .
Low prices- free Installs/Repairs, All
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt, Types Concrete WOI‘R.
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & Fence Installation,
Surrounding Areas Retaining Walls-

CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,

and Design

Landscape Lighting,

+Sodding, *Planting
«Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

Yard Sale? American Construction & Property

.. Maintenance Company
Advertlse It WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD
in your local ‘916)612.0”6
community Lic#690968
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

e
ppor
I
Miitary
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MPG
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MS Hauling YARD CLEANUP &
«Junk Removal DECORATIVE ROCK
+Garage Cleanouts One time cleanup prun-
+Yard Debris ing. Also bark, weed
oE-Waste control, sod, seed, prun-
Mention this ad and g Sf””k'er Sys‘grlns'
: auling, etc. Mobile
0% offl
receive 15% off! homes, commercial
or residential.
Call (916)207-5702 Local gardener.
License # 778034
916-205-9310 or
. 916- 627-9000
Landscaping
BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE YARD CLEANUP
Artificial Turf | Fencing Sod installation
Retaining Wall | Concrete Landscape installation
Drainage | Irrigation Lawnlgnovmng Services
Planting | Tree Trimming ence repar
209-251-9387 Call for free estimate
LIC# 1108441 916-271-7265

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine

* 0il Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection ¢ Tune-Up

o Safety Inspection * Batteries

« Transmission Service ® 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brakes e Brake &

* Wheel Alignment Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

A

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Shelton ROUTT

s ROOFING
Pﬂlnhng, Specializing in
Inc.

Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair

)]
. BBB .
Since 1975
Free Estimates =¥ Since19rs

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019

Visit: mpg8.com

) We accept Visa &
A Mastercard :

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

. L]

%ENTU-V:LLEY

RODFING & GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- NEW ROOF « GUTTER
INSTALL REMOVAL
- TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR
- ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD
* OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL * DOWNSPOUTS
*DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

«Excavations «Utility Trenching *Foundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work *Driveways *Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail *Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching elrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance
Writers to provide great coverage.

MPG Galustosayat 9167734111
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Sunshine Food
Pantry Donations
Sunshine Food Pantry

is a food closet that helps
provide for residents.

Collections of canned
food and dry good nonper-
ishable items are received
at United Methodist
Church, 571 C St. in Galt;
call to make an appoint-
ment for donations at
209-745-4133.

The food closet is open
from 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month.

Square Dance
Classes Mondays
The Diamond Dancers

Square Dance Club hosts
social square-dancing
classes in Galt.

The classes are open
to everyone and are held
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Mondays at the Valley
Oaks Grange Hall.

The Valley Oaks Grange
Hall is at 347 Fifth St.
For more information,
call Sue Regadanz at
916-835-8916.

Nominate Your
Neighbor

The Galt Beautification
Committee wants you to
“nominate your neighbor.”
Has your neighbor recently
completed a yard project?
Does your neighbor have
the best flowers in town
or the best-looking yard?
The Galt Beautification
Committee wants to know.

Send an email with pic-
tures and why you are
nominating your neighbor
to planningdivision@city-
ofgalt.org.

The best submissions

will be included in future
newsletters and City
Manager Updates.

Senior Bingo Weekly
at Chabolla

The Galt Commission
on Aging is hosting free
Senior Bingo games at
the Chabolla Community
Center at 600 Chabolla
Ave. from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Mondays (except holidays
and when required by the
city).

Seniors of Galt and its
immediate vicinity are
invited to have fun and
play bingo together and
socialize.

Meals on Wheels
Cafe Accepting
Older Adults

Meals on Wheels is
accepting new participants
in its Galt All Seasons Café
located in the Chabolla
Community Center, 600
Chabolla Ave.

The cafe is open at 11:30
a.m. Mondays through
Fridays for adults age 60
and older. Those interested
can apply at the Chabolla
Center when meals are
being served or they can
call 916-444-9533.

Library Offers Older
Adults Computer
Time

In cooperation with
the Galt Commission on
Aging, the Galt-Marian
O. Lawrence Library will
schedule a set time for
older adults to use its com-
puters, upon request. Those
65 and older who want
computer time can call the
library at 916-264-2920.
Staff will help set up the

computer or tablet.

The library is open from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 1000
Caroline Ave.

TOPS Weekly
Meetings
TOPS, Taking Off
Pounds Sensibly, holds
meetings every Wednesday
at Grace Presbyterian
Church, 10 N. Mills Ave.,
Lodi. Meeting time:
10-10:45 a.m. Weigh-ins:
9-9:50am. No charge for

first meeting.

City After-Hours
Assistance
After-hours assis-
tance is available at the
Galt Public Works and
Parks and Recreation
departments. For Public
Works concerns, call the
Galt Police Department
non-emergency line at

209-366-7000.

The Parks Maintenance
Division is available for
scheduled field or facil-
ity use assistance only
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mondays to Fridays and
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays.
Call 209-810-0293.

Recycle Household
Batteries

City of Galt residents
can recycle their house-
hold batteries in one of two
green household-battery
recycling bins: on the west
side at the front entrance to
the Galt Police Department
or on the east side at Galt
Community Park, just west
of the fire station.

The green bin is only
for dry-cell household

batteries.

For additional informa-
tion, contact the Public
Works Department at
209-366-7260.

Volunteers Sought
for Senior Resource
Center

The Commission on
Aging is looking for volun-
teers to operate a computer
and are willing to answer
questions from seniors in

person, over the phone, on
social media and by email
at the Galt Senior Resource
Center.

Volunteer slots are
available in two-hour
increments for up to four
hours from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays, excluding hol-
idays. Volunteers will be
trained and can contact
commission members with
questions.

The resource center is at
the Chabolla Community
Center, 600 Chabolla Ave.
If interested in helping, call
209-294-3308 and leave
a message or inquire in
person.

AA 24-Hour Hotline

For help with an alco-
hol-related problem, call
the Alcoholics Anonymous
24-hour hotline at 209-
745-1525. *

POLICE LOGS

During the time period of June 24
to June 30, Galt Police received and
responded to a variety of calls, resulting
in 10 arrests.

June 24
8:20 a.m., Recovered Stolen Vehicle,
AJ’s Towing on Live Oak Avenue.
9:04 a.m., ldentity Theft reported, Palin
Avenue.
4:15 p.m., Vehicle Accident-Injury,
Third Street/C Street.

June 25
11:54 a.m., Vandalism reported,
Savemart Supermarkets on C Street.
3:45 p.m., Warrant Served/adult arrest,
Galt Food Center, A Street.
10:18 p.m., Warrant Served/adult arrest,
McDonald's, East Stockton Boulevard.

June 27

1:47 a.m., Trespassing/adult arrest, Fifth
Street.

8:03 a.m., Theft reported, Winn Drive.

10:42 p.m., Extortion reported, Michelle
Court.

10:55 p.m., Warrant Served/adult arrest,
Spur Way.

June 28
4:22 a.m., Assault w/Deadly Weapon/
adult arrest, Trailridge Apartments on

North Lincoln Way.

8:40 a.m., Narcotics Violation/adult
arrest, Kiki's Wings & Tenders on C
Street.

4:46 p.m., Stolen Vehicle reported,
Velvet Grill & Creamery on Fourth Street.

6:04 p.m., Weapon-Possession/Adult
Arrest, Walmart on Twin Cities Road.

June 29
2:18 a.m., Domestic Violence/Adult
Arrest, Lake Canyon Avenue.
2:18 p.m., Vandalism reported, Crescent
Drive.
16:04 Domestic Violence/Adult Arrest,
A Street.

June 30

11:17 a.m., Burglary reported, Spur
Way: Broken window; multiple items
damaged or stolen.

12:17 p.m., Vandalism reported,
Savemart Supermarkets on C Street:
Vehicle with damage.

2:03 p.m., Burglary reported, Galt’s
Gettin’ Place on South Lincoln Way: Lock
cut to shed and items taken.

3:49 p.m., Theft reported, Dutch Harbor
Court: Checks stolen from community
mailbox.

4:09 p.m., Theft reported, Silverado
Way: Camera taken from the driveway. %

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

AUTO GLASS GARAGE DOORS TREE SERVICE

McSparren Auto Glass

“Your one stop shop for auto glass”
¢ Windshield Chip Repair
¢ Direct Insurance Billing
¢ Tractors, RV's & Semi’s

LODI (209) 333-2601 | GALT
STOCKTON (209) 466-4901 | (209) 745-4941

Family owned and

operated since 1986

ROBBINS’

QUALITY GARAGE DOORS

Residential ® Commercial ® Service ¢ Repair
Installation *Automatic Gate Systems
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Kenny Robbins 630 Fairway Se. #110  Galt, CA
(209) 744-1159 CA StateLLic. 632916 Fax (209) 744-1160

BUILDING MATERIALS PLUMBING WATER WELLS

a{%ewf‘r’/ame

BUILDING SUPPLY

(916)
“Since 1949” 45 5 -305 7
5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

« We have all the hard-to-find sidings
o Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
o Variety of deck materials
o Local Steving family owned & operated

Galt Plumbing
& Drain Cleaning

Serving Galt & Surrounding Areas
Residential Commercial

Senior Discount

LISA FOWLER
OWNER

* Full-Service » Stump

Tree Removal ) Grinding
» Artistic Alarss—  «dHour

Shaping and TREE'SERVICE  Emergency
Trimming CSL#1076959 Service

www.jordanstreeservice.net « jordanstreeservice@yahoo.com

Claudia Jordan wOmLa?fg\}vne b Nacho Gutierrez
(209) 210-8221 Company (209) 2108022

BOB LIEBIG
PUMP SERVICE

10062 NEW HOPE ROAD, GALT
Contractor's License No. 425554

PHONE (209) 745-2787

MONTHLY/
BIWEEKLY ACCTS.

18,088,

FIVE-STAR REVIEWS

FURNITURE

COMPLETE
HOME
FURNISHING

Fina“ci“g Availahle NOW No Irﬁ)tgrégrggyig-fsrﬁgnths
Open: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, Sunday 12:00 Noon-5pm
835 “C" Street #100, Galt o (209) 745-1827 o Fax (209) 745-9596

FURNITURE

BEST PRICE
stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

NEW WINDOWS + REPAIRS ° GLASS

* GLASS ¢ SCREENS GREAT PRICES * FRIENDLY SERVICE
*DOORS o SHOWERS ALL REPAIRS * GLASS - WINDOWS
ALL TYPES OF DOORS

RESIDENTAL ¢ COMMERCIAL
LG50

» MIRRORS ~» WINDOWS
FREE ESTIMATES

LIC# 874072

Call (209) 745-1551

fo advertise with us today!

The Galt Herald

Messenger Publishing Group
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats

You SHOULD INVEST
ALL YOUR MONEY
IN CHICKEN BROTH.

S2020

S Iy “DUL SEIDUAG SRINLESd Dup)

T

Amber Waves

by Jeff Pickering

(T WILL MAKE You
A BOVILLIONAIRE

ALL, RIGHT RUNT, P'VEHADIT [ | YOU'RE GONNA GIVE ME
WITH YOUR LIPPY ATTITUDE. | [ YOUR DESSERTS AND START

TELL YA HOW IT'S GONNA BE./ QOING ALL MY HOMEWORK, A

MARV
0

YOUR CLASSMATE'S DAD

IN, YOU MAY EE ABLE UH, WHY AM I MEETING

T0 BEAT ME UP, BUT LET
ME 1BELL You SOIETHING... AFTER SCHoOL TODAY?

DOADERS S BV DU| SIUDUAS SRnU0.3 DURH G050

by Gary Kopervas

Anstmera
|
Y ﬁﬂéﬂl‘g;q

| FIRECRACKER SHRNP |

£2025 King Festures Syeicate,Inc Al ights eservd.

& TriGER

1V SURE HATE To
LOSE MY NEW BALL

4

—
(n
S

WEITE YouR

TM SURE GLAD
MY NAME WAS

(8 1KINT BLIEVES
L JUEK KT 2 BRUTUS WoULD
BUEVES IT. @ R THAT'S SPOSED

) | { INT' A FIGHT WoT HE
o t : KNOWS HE'LL GET

EVEN THOUGH YA
HEY, THANKS .| ALREADS Knlow THIS KNEW D DOUBLE-CROSS

THIMBLE THEATRE FER HELPIN' ME. 15 A GRIFT O Y0UR PART YA YA SHOWED UP FER

PRESENTS 1 waS Tininl, (S R 41D YOU PLAM On) TRYING fedp
"BUMMER SLAM" FER THE MATCH ﬂ(ﬁ To MIURE AE. LET'S JST R
PART Il WE COULD— ﬁa‘ GET IT OVER WITH.
AT LONG LAST, BRUTUS 5 SET
TO WRESTLE MACCH MACHSMO,
EVEN THOUGH HE KNOWS MACCHI
15 USING HIM, BRUTUS STILL
WANTS TO MAKE AACCH LOOK
GOOD S0 HIS NEPHEW HARDTACK
LHAS SOMEONE To BELIEVE M,
2 -

MACCHI 15 REALLY ! 1KnowW | DONT LIKE THIS IS i
BEATIN' THE STUFFIN' SUTURS, BUT HE'S NOT REALLY H ﬂQLE'?J: 'lfTOTSOT
CUTTA SUTURB, EVEM FIGHTING BACK. o DEPRESSING, | EVEN BE ool

AT LOSING.

HOCUS -FOCUS HENRY B%";_-”NOFF Find at least six differences in details between panels.
v s

TapIM
S1 UM 221 ] "9 IAUuIYy) st uep *¢ "uado st N  parowl
SIQUINY T, *§ “PaAow s1 uoqqu Bey 7 1admey s de)y *| :saouasapyiq

3"%""m£% Just Like Cats & DOgS by Dave T. Phippe

P WERE LOOKING FOR A RESORT
WITH PLENTY OF AMENITIES, FULL gr

m DISTRACTION FROM.... MY STRESS. |

D North Amarica Syndicate, Inc. Woeld rights resseved

PooEas sl Iy DUl SISpUAS seamuey Buny SZ02G

“And it's being offered with this
alternative fuel option!”

Do You Need PG <
Your Legal Ads

Published?
\Ve can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-713-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

Classified

Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

MPE

916.773.1111

O|lh|Nw|o|aN]|=|U,
MO |=]kln|Olo|w]|
W= |N|~N]Jo |~ |
AlWlRN]|= M| |©
Dol |w|]N[MN|—=
s iNNJO| | |0|Ww
WOl |N|=2]wO|M
=N |O|O®D [N~
~N|Nojlo|e|lwl=|w]0

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « FLOWERS

CLUES

ACROSS
1. Straw man’s “victim”
5. Protestant denom.
8. Large edible mush-
room
11. Mischievous Norse
deity
12. *Thumbelina emerg-
es from a flower in a
fairy
13. Brick and mortar
destination
15. Garner wages
16. Guinness and such
17. *Poison: “Every
Rose Has Its "
18. *”If you go to San

, be sure to wear
some flowers in your
hair”
20. Electric one and
moray one
21. Killer whales
22. p in mpg
23. Fatwa, alt. sp.
26. Spain’s neighbor,
across Strait of Gibraltar
30. “Back To The
Future” actress
31. Leaked, as in ship
34. Miso bean
35. Operatic solos
37. H+, e.q.
38. Is dressed in
39. Leave a Hancock
40. Cast-off skin
42. Egyptian boy king
43. Clearance, as under
a bridge
45. Neglectful in duty
47. *”"Dandelion Wine”
author Bradbury
48. Dear one
50. Black cat, to some
52. *”Build Me Up

56. Adult

57. bowl, frozen
dish

58. Poetic “through”

59. Latin dance

60. “Buffalo ,won't
you come out tonight...”
61. Kids" building block
62. Altitude, abbreviated
63. Like a fox

64. \Water carrier

DOWN

1. Staff symbol

2. Zoo sound

3. Gumbo pod

4. Separate grain from
chaff

5. Model-building wood

6. Smart ones?

7. 100 centavos

8. Refrigerate

9. Commits a faux pas

10. Mont Blanc, e.g.

12. a.k.a. meditation in
motion (2 words)

13. Ranch grazer

14. *Bette Midler’s 1981
Grammy winning song (2
words)

19. Dungeness one and
snow one

22. *Poppy’s seed con-
tainer

23. Banned camera setting,
in a museum

24. Falcon’s home

25. Boreal forest, in Russia
26. Ma tre d’s list

27. Raccoon’s South Ameri-
can cousin

28. ¥2024 Grammy winner

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!

caLL consumerciELLutar 888-804-09132

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

for “Flowers”

29. Hop-drying kilns _P' Call today and receive a 'f"%wrﬂ}-
32. *Lis in fleur-de-lis FREE SHOWER PACKAGE <
33.* Goo Dolls of |~ PLUS $1600 OFF
“Gutterflower” fame

36. *“Flowers in the Attic” SAF&STEF’ 1-855-576-5653
author V.C. WAV A T =5

38. One of journalism’s Ws mmw{;ww b 1o s e b Sl B [
40. Declare

41. Costing nothing

44. Want to 5 7 3

46. Beach, SC 3 2 8

48. Belonging to duke
49. Miuccia Prada’s
homeland 8 ) 7

50. Like traditional story-
telling 2 1
51. Lose skin

52. Tea servings 8 5 2 7 9 4

53. Tobacco

54. Strong desire 1 [®]
55. Standard’s partner
56. Govt. property org. 9 2 3

315 1
4 517

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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Rising Star:
Blevins Named
Liberty Ranch
Male Athlete

of the Year

] i
A freshman Wyatt
Blevins just starting
out in basketball.
Photo by Paige
Lampson

A freshman Wyatt
Blevins in his football
uniform. Photo by
Paige Lampson

By Paige Lampson
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - Wyatt Blevins has carved
his name into school history as this year’s
Male Athlete of the Year. His journey from
an energetic outdoor kid to a dual-sport
varsity athlete showcases not just athletic
prowess, but the heart of a true competitor.

Wyatt’s athletic journey began long
before he donned the Liberty Ranch
uniform.

“l grew up being an outdoor Kid,”
Blevins reflects. “Since my mom played
sports in high school, she pushed me to be
athletic and try out as many things as pos-
sible.” That early encouragement planted
seeds that would eventually blossom into
a remarkable high school athletic career.

The defining moment came during his
freshman year when he stepped onto the
court and field for his first basketball and
football games. Those initial contests
sparked what would become a four-year
commitment to excellence in both sports.

Blevins’ athletic resume speaks vol-
umes: two years each of JV and varsity
experience in both football and basket-
ball. As the varsity quarterback during his
junior and senior campaigns, he demon-
strated versatility that kept opponents
guessing. His senior year statistics tell the
story of a complete player: rushing for 203
yards, scoring six touchdowns and accu-
mulating 844 passing yards.

On the basketball court, Blevins was
equally impactful, averaging 10.6 points
and 5.3 rebounds per game during his
senior season. This consistent performance
across two demanding sports earned him
All-League honors in both basketball and
football: a rare distinction that highlights
his exceptional athletic ability.

When asked about his most memora-
ble game, Wyatt doesn’t hesitate: “When
I rushed over 100 yards and passed over
100 yards against Galt at the Dairy Bowl.”
The crosstown rivals’ game became a
showcase for his dual-threat capabilities
and cemented his legacy in the storied
local matchup.

What separates Blevins from many ath-
letes is his understanding that
leadership extends beyond
statistical achievements.

“On the court as well as
off, I like to make sure that
my teammates have a pos-
itive mindset whether it is
before the game, during or at
practice,” he explains.

This leadership philosophy
manifests in his approach to
high-pressure situations.

“l make sure to stop and
take a deep breath and com- | -

Quarterback Wyatt Blevins in his senior
football photo. Photo by Paige Lampson

S otia a0 = |
Wyatt Blevins dribbles the basketball during
his senior year. Photo courtesy of Josh Garcia

W
1

A freshman Wyatt Blevins guards the basket
with his family sitting behind him. Photo by
Paige Lampson

providing crucial guidance: “The role
my coaches played during my develop-
ment was critical due to making sure that
I did everything that | could, building it
step by step.” This methodical approach
to improvement has prepared him for the
next chapter of his athletic journey.

Beyond his accomplishments in school
athletics, Blevins has
leveraged his posi-
tion to give back to the
community.

“l used my platform
as a student-athlete by
coaching and referee-
ing youth flag football
games,” he shares, help-
ing nurture the next
generation of local
athletes.

Looking ahead,
Wyatt’s competitive

municate with my teammates el
as well as coaches,” says
Blevins, demonstrating
maturity beyond his years.

His pregame ritual — listening to hype
music — may seem simple, but it rep-
resents the focused preparation that has
become his trademark.

Blevins recognizes that individual suc-
cess stems from collective effort.

“We pushed each other to improve
by making sure we worked harder each
day,” he says of his teammates. This
mutual accountability created a culture
of excellence that elevated everyone’s
performance.

He also credits his coaches with

Wyatt Blevins dribbles the ball
during a JV game. Photo by
Paige Lampson

fire continues to burn
bright.

“My athletic goals
are to continue to play
and pursue college football,” he states
confidently. Blevins will be playing at
American River College.

For Liberty Ranch, Blevins leaves
behind big shoes to fill, but also a blue-
print for success: Push yourself daily, lift
up your teammates and remember that
being an athlete means being a leader in
all aspects of life.

The final chapter of Wyatt Blevins’ high
school athletic career may be closing, but
his impact on Liberty Ranch will resonate,
and his journey is far from over.

The Unstoppable Journey: Gonzalez
Named Galt High Male Athlete of Year

A freshman Kitto
Gonzalez in his
cross-country
uniform. Photo by
Paige Lampson

A young Kitto
Gonzalez wears a
first-place soccer
medal. Courtesy
photo

By Paige Lampson
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - In our small community
of Galt, California, where agricultural
roots run deep and determination runs
deeper, a remarkable story of persever-
ance and athletic excellence has unfolded.
Kitto Gonzalez, Galt High School’s Male
Athlete of the Year, has redefined what’s
possible for a Warrior athlete, blazing
trails from local competitions all the way
to the prestigious State meet not once, but
an astonishing three times.

Gonzalez’s journey to athletic great-
ness began with a simple nudge from his
brother during his freshman year.

“Going into high school I only ever
intended to play soccer and possibly
track,” Gonzalez recalled. “However, with
my brother’s influence, I tried cross coun-
try and found my passion in running.”

That fateful decision set in motion a
high school career marked by broken
records, championship appearances and a
legacy that will inspire Galt athletes for
generations to come.

The defining moment came during his
freshman year when he outpaced upper-
classmen he had long admired.

“In my last race of freshman year, |
beat a majority of the seniors | saw as role
models,” Gonzalez shared. “This led me
to realize that in my next three years of
high school, | could improve through hard
training and serve as a role model myself.”

That early success propelled him from
JV to varsity in both cross country and
track during his freshman year. From
sophomore year onward, Gonzalez com-
peted exclusively at the varsity level,
setting a standard of excellence in every
race.

Gonzalez’s athletic resume reads like a
record book, because much of it is. He cur-
rently holds the Galt High School record
for the cross country 5K with a blistering
time of 16:00.5 and the 2000m at 6:31.1.
He also claims the second-fastest time in
school history for the 3200m (9:45.01) and
the third-fastest for the 3 mile (16:25).

Galt Athletic Director John Van Den
Raadt speaks of Kitto’s character.

“Kitto Gonzalez was our male ath-
lete of the year and was a great young
man,” explained Van Den Raadt. “He also
devoted his time to FFA, community ser-
vice and finished with a high GPA. Kitto
was not only great on the field/sporting
arena, earning his share of awards and
accolades, but he was also a great person
on the Galt High campus and around the
community, which is why he was selected
as our athlete of the year.”

But beyond the numbers, it’s his cham-
pionship pedigree that truly sets him apart.
Gonzalez qualified for the California
State Cross Country Championships three
times: a feat unprecedented in Galt High
School history. He also earned the title
of Sierra Valley Conference Champion,

Kitto Gonzalez in his senior soccer photo.
Photo by Paige Lampson

line in the 4x800 relay, winning sections.
Courtesy photo

e il el

The 4x800 relay team shows off its all-league
patches. Courtesy photo

Kitto Gonzalez runs his freshman year in a
home track meet. Photo by Paige Lampson

establishing himself as the premier dis-
tance runner in the league.

“The achievement | am most proud of
is making it to cross country state cham-
pionships three times and being the Sierra
Valley champion,” Gonzalez stated with
well-earned pride.

His most memorable competition came
during his sophomore year at the Division
IV Cross Country Sections meet.

“This was my most memorable race

Continued on Page 12

% A senior Kitto Gonzalez guards Galt’s goal. Photo by Paige Lampson
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Young Aces Overcome Odds |
to Claim Galt Youth Farm
Baseball Championship

By Paige Lampson
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - In a
remarkable display of
perseverance and team-
work, the Aces Baseball
team captured the Galt
Youth Farm Baseball
championship last month,
completing an unlikely
journey that began with
a randomly assembled
group of 7-to-9-year-olds
with varying levels of
experience.

The champi-
onship squad,
comprising first-time play-
ers and youngsters with
several seasons under their
belts, demonstrated early
promise with strong com-
munication and cohesion
both on and off the field.
However, their path to vic-
tory was nearly derailed
mid-season when vacations
and injuries left the team
with just 10 available play-
ers during a crucial stretch.

“These kids never
stopped believing in

3 5
Sl WP AN, 0 Yist 74 2

The Aces, holding up their championship rings, are coaches Jed McNamara, Max Deegan, Chris
Alvarez and Noemi Alvarez; and players Andrew Upton, Ayden Alvarez, Brady McNamara, Collin
Harris, Connor Deegan, Giovanni Osvaldo Rivera, Jacob Chase, Liam Elliot, Nash Nelson, Ruben
Herrejon, Vinny Andrade and Zaydrian Gonzales. Courtesy photos

The Aces celebrate their victory.

a winner-take-all cham- up to pitch who hadn’t

pionship game, setting up

been in those pressure

American, Trash Pandas,
Majewski, Castle, Pirates,
Savage, Margullis and

themselves,” said Aces defeat them during the an epic double-header that situations before,” the
head coach Jed McNamara.  playoffs — the Aces entered ~ Stretched across 12 gruel-  coach explained. “The Campos.

“Even when we were Saturday morning knowing lng innings. way they handled them- As the final out was
shorthanded, they showed elimination was just one Both teams exhausted selves showed incredible recorded against River

up ready to compete every
single game.”

The championship
weekend proved to be the
ultimate test of the team’s
resilience. Facing River
Delta — the only team to

With their full roster of
12 players finally reunited,
the Aces rose to the chal-
lenge in dramatic fashion.
The semifinal victory
against River Delta forced

their primary pitchers
due to pitch count limita-
tions, forcing coaches to
call upon less experienced
players to take the mound
in crucial situations.

“We had Kids stepping

maturity.”

The championship vic-
tory represented the
culmination of a sea-
son-long journey that saw
the Aces defeat formidable
opponents including All

Delta, the Aces celebrated
not just a championship,
but the valuable lessons
of perseverance and team-
work that will serve these
young athletes well beyond
the baseball diamond. %

Galt Gators Edge Out Sacramento
Stingrays in Thrilling Swim Meet

By Paige Lampson
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - The Galt Gators
swim team claimed a narrow vic-
tory over the Sacramento Stingrays
in a nail-biting competition last
Saturday, finishing with a final score

of 414-396.

The 18-point margin showcased the
depth and determination of the Gators
squad, who maintained their compo-
sure throughout the closely contested

meet.

“Every single point mattered
today,” said a Gator parent. “Our
swimmers gave everything they had
in each race, and that collective effort

made the difference.”

The meet featured several standout
performances, including two swim-
mers who qualified for the prestigious
Meet of Champions (MOC). John
Carey secured his MOC spot with an
impressive time of 31.01 seconds in
the boys 13/14 50-yard backstroke,
while John Pilegaard qualified with a
swift 26.25 seconds in the boys 15/18

50-yard butterfly.

Five swimmers were recognized as
“Gators of the Week” for their excep-
tional contributions: Perla Parra,
Nolan Alvarez, Isaac Maldonado,
Everly Penney and Raelyn Akers.

The Gators will look to build on
this momentum as they prepare for
their next meet, scheduled for after

the Fourth of July holiday.

The Unstoppable Journey: Gonzalez
Named Galt High Male Athlete of Year

Continued from page 11

because I got into my first
state cross country cham-
pionship although the
expectations were low
and doubts were high,”
he reflected. That break-
through performance
silenced doubters and
announced his arrival as an
elite competitor.

Gonzalez’s impact
extends far beyond his
individual accomplish-
ments. As a team leader,
he developed a straight-
forward yet supportive
approach to helping his
teammates improve.

“Whether my team-
mates ask for help or don’t,
I always ensure to give
them tips on how they can
improve themselves,” he
explained. “I always make
sure my advice is help-
ful and that it’s intended to
support my teammates in
their journey in improving
themselves.”

This leadership philos-
ophy, combined with his
remarkable performances,
earned him MVP honors
for the cross-country team
three consecutive years
and track team MVP three
years running.

When facing pres-
sure in crucial moments,
Gonzalez relies on stay-
ing “calm and collected
instead of panicking,” a
mental approach that has
served him well throughout
championship competi-
tions. His pre-race routine
includes deep breathing
exercises and avoiding
overthinking: simple but
effective techniques that
have helped him perform
at his best when the stakes
are highest.

Despite the individual
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Kitto Gonzalez is so far ahead of the pack, he often runs alone. Courtesy photo
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nature of distance running,
Gonzalez fostered a strong
team environment.

“My teammates and
I pushed each other to
improve by sticking
together during hard work-
outs and giving each other
words of encouragement,”
he shared.

He credits his coach with
finding the delicate bal-
ance between pushing him
to excel while preventing
overtraining.

“My coach’s role in
my development was
always ensuring | worked
hard but also didn’t over-
work,” Gonzalez said. “If
he noticed something or if
I told him something was
bugging me, he gave me
advice on how to recover
and gain strength.”

Perhaps most tellingly,
Gonzalez contributed to
team culture in uniquely
personal ways.

“l contributed to my
team culture beyond my
athletic performance by
starting trends such as
wearing funny chicken leg-
branded shorts at practices
and sometimes competi-
tions,” he said with a smile,
revealing the personality
behind the achievements.

Gonzalez’s influence
extends beyond the track
and into the commu-
nity. Since his freshman
year, he has participated
in FFA (Future Farmers
of America), engaging in
multiple community ser-
vice events. He also serves
as a lifeguard, noting that
“being a standout ath-
lete has allowed me to be
able to take physically
and mentally challenging
tasks, which in this case
has allowed me to fit the
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requirements to save others
if necessary.”

His athletic journey is far
from over. Gonzalez will
continue his running career
at the NCAA Division I
level in both cross country
and track, with scholar-
ship opportunities on the
horizon.

“My athletic goals for
the future are to keep bet-
tering my times and be
part of a high-level run-
ning program,” he stated
with characteristic
determination.

Kitto Gonzalez leaves
Galt High School with an
impressive collection of
accolades: All-League hon-
ors twice in cross country
and twice in track, All-
League MVP, three-time
State Championship qual-
ifier and three consecutive
years as team MVP in both
cross country and track.

But perhaps his greatest
legacy is showing what’s
possible for a Galt Warrior
with passion, dedication
and unwavering commit-
ment. From a freshman
trying a new sport at his
brother’s suggestion to a
record-breaking state qual-
ifier headed to collegiate
competition, Gonzalez’s
journey embodies the
transformative power of
finding one’s true calling
and pursuing it with every-
thing you have.

With his final lap around
the Galt High School track
as a student-athlete, Kitto
Gonzalez doesn’t just
leave behind records in the
books, he leaves a trail for
others to follow, proving
that from the small town
of Galt, you can indeed run
all the way to the state’s
biggest stage. *



