
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Rancho Murieta sparkled 
from morning to night as 
residents celebrated a patri-
otic Independence Day on 
July 4, enjoying the best 
weather in recent memory.

The day began at 7 a.m. 
with beaming Kiwanis 
Club members serving 
breakfast at Stonehouse 
Park, and it ended just 
before 10 p.m. with spec-
tacular fireworks over 
Laguna Joaquin. 

In between, smiling 
and outgoing neighbors 
mingled at the fun run, 
watched or participated 

in what may have been 
the largest parade down 
Murieta Parkway and 
dropped in for an evening 
dance party at the gazebo. 

As folks l ined up, 
whether for the race or 
breakfast, hundreds of oth-
ers were using blankets 
and lawn chairs to reserve 
a view of Laguna Joaquin 
for that night. They would 

not be disappointed by 
what was to come: a 
many-minute display of 
pyrotechnics that con-
cluded with a grand finale.

Rancho Murieta General 
Manager Rod Hart said this 
year’s weather was a wel-
come change, especially 
compared to last year’s 
heat wave. “For the first 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The first 
phase of a 146-acre development next 
to Stonehouse Park – long stalled 
despite being entitled by Sacramento 
County in 2007– will soon have new 
luxury homes thanks to the efforts of 
two Rancho Murieta residents.

Bob and Michele Keil are eager for 
the community to explore Unit 1 of 
the Residences of Murieta Hills East 

and West. The area includes 65 lots 
available to homebuilders and three 
custom home sites. The entrance is 
located off Escuela Drive, and all 
of the lots are 10,000 square feet or 
more.

Their partnership, River Canyon 
Properties, recently closed escrow 
with Terrata Homes of Texas, which 
has purchased 31 lots on the west 
side of Unit 1. The Keils expect 
construction to begin by Aug. 1. 
Terrata will offer four designs, three 

one-story and one two-story, that it 
will build on already designated lots. 

The Keils expect to sell the 34 lots 
on the east to Toll Brothers Homes, 
although they are still in the “due 
diligence” period before the close 
of escrow. The Keils said that pres-
tigious home builder won’t start 
construction until next year. 

Michelle Keil said they were “very 
picky” when selecting home builders. 

“These are high-quality, respected 
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RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG)  -  When  peo -
ple ask Administrative 
Sgt. Branden Arino if 
he’s new to the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department, he smiles and 
tells them he is “new and 
old at the same time,” a 
perfect description of his 
unique journey back to the 
district.

Arino, 34, first worked 
for the district from 2015 
to 2020. He then moved to 
Kinder, Louisiana, where 
he found work at the Allen 
Correctional Center. There, 
he quickly rose through 
the ranks, advancing from 
cadet to major.

Af ter  re turn ing  to 
Sacramento earlier this 
year, Arino planned to 
apply for a gate officer 
position with the CSD, but 
he was instead interviewed 
for – and offered – the role 
of administrative sergeant. 
In addition to working 
day-shift patrol, he now 
supervises all Security 
Department personnel.

Raised in Carmichael, 
Arino graduated from Mira 
Loma High School and 
spent six years in private 
security before joining the 
district in 2015. As part of 
the district’s requirements, 
he earned a PCA 32 cer-
tificate – “Power to Arrest 
plus the 32-hour guards 
training” – through the Los 
Rios Community College 
District system.

Arino said that working 
for the district the first time 
“was pretty cool because 
it’s considered a state job” 
with solid benefits and a 
retirement plan. “It was a 
good place to work,” he 
added. “The staff who I 
worked with at the time 
was amazing.”

In 2020, Arino and his 
partner – who have three 
children – decided to 
move out of state, some-
thing they had talked about 
for years. They settled in 
Kinder, Louisiana, where 
Arino began working at 
the Allen Correctional 

Branden 
Arino: New 

and Old at the 
Same Time

Brandon Arino is the new 
administrative sergeant 
for the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District. 

High-End Homes Coming
River Canyon Properties Expects Construction to Begin in August

An aerial view taken at the Escuela Drive entrance to Residences of Murieta Hills East and West highlights the completed 
improvements in Unit 1, including finished lots, paved streets and sidewalks. The vacant area to the left of the road is a retention 
pond. RanchoMurieta.com photo

Perfect Weather Sets Stage for July 4

The grand prize winner of Rancho Murieta’s July 4 parade is the Betsy Ross float, featuring a depiction of the original American 
flag with 13 red and white stripes and 13 stars arranged in a circle.
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time, my family members 
were looking for hoodies to 
put on as they watched the 
fireworks show,” he said.

Hart noted that the cel-
ebration went smoothly, 
with no significant issues 
reported across the com-
munity, just the occasional 
use of illegal fireworks. 

“We made sure we had 
plenty of law enforcement 
around to make sure the 
whole place stayed safe,” 
he said.

Parade
R a n c h o  M u r i e t a 

Association Director Wyly 
Haviland, who chairs the 
Recreation Committee, 
said the group organized 
the parade, judged the 
entries and recruited volun-
teers to help direct traffic.

The committee members 
“did an outstanding job 
turning the fun-filled chaos 
in the staging area into an 
orderly procession down 
the parkway,” Haviland 
said.

There were four prize 
categories for the parade: 
v in tage  automobi les , 
walkers, floats and golf 
carts. Although the judges 
encountered some chal-
lenges, they ultimately 
selected the Betsy Ross 
float as the grand prize 
winner “as it represented 
the day beautifully as the 
giant flag glided down the 
parade route to the delight 
of the gathered spectators,” 
he said.

Haviland also noted that 
most of the volunteers in 
fluorescent vests directing 
traffic were RMA Board 
members. 

“Longtime parade par-
ticipants commented that 
the crowds lining the street 
were the largest they had 
ever seen, with enthusi-
astic cheers filling the air 
from start to finish,” he 
said. “The little ones were 
equally thrilled, proudly 
declaring they collected 
more candy this year than 
ever before.”

Haviland said one of the 
most moving moments in 
the parade came when a 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
trailer passed by. 

“In a truly genuine 
tribute, the majority of 
spectators rose to their feet: 
a quiet but powerful show 
of respect for the sacrifices 
made by those who served 
so we could all enjoy the 
freedoms we celebrate.”

The parade resul ts 
weren’t available at press 
time but will be published 
in the next issue.

Pancake Breakfast
K i w a n i a n s  B o n n i e 

Shewchuk and Angie 
Friedrich oversaw the 
pancake breakfast, which 
opened at 7 a.m. and 
served hundreds of attend-
ees. Although the ticket 

count wasn’t available at 
press time, last year the 
Kiwanis team served 800 
breakfasts.

The menu featured 
scrambled eggs, pancakes 
and sausage, served with 
orange juice, coffee and 
condiments. Kiwanians 
grilled the pancakes and 
sausage on site, while the 
scrambled eggs were pre-
pared in the country club 
kitchen and transported to 
the park.

Blueberry pancakes 
were offered for the sec-
ond year, thanks to Rancho 
Murieta resident Kasey 
Cronquist, president of the 
North American Blueberry 
Council.

Kiwanis President Bill 
Kenney said the only hic-
cup came around 8:15 a.m. 
when a surge of customers 
briefly caused a pancake 
shortage. 

“But that was the only 
issue, and it was quickly 
resolved by the cooks,” he 
said.

Scout Troop 633 assisted 
with setup, and RMA 
Maintenance provided 
additional support. 

“We provided break-
fast for all the helpers,” 
Kenney noted.

Overall, the event went 
swimmingly. 

“It was another success-
ful year.”

Fun Run
Although the fun run has 

been a tradition for around 
45 years, Murieta Health 
Club owner Erin Bailey 
began sponsoring the free 
event 15 years ago. 

“I love being part of 
this community, and as the 
local gym owner, it allows 
us to support and encour-
age an active lifestyle for 
all ages,” she said.

Beginning and end-
ing at the gazebo, the fun 
run includes a 5 kilometer 
route and a shorter option, 
with both starting at 7:30 
a.m. This year’s event 

drew about 300 partici-
pants – the largest turnout 
to date – with many walk-
ers, strollers, bikes and 
scooters. A dozen dogs also 
joined in the fun.

“The turnout was incred-
ible and was the biggest I 
have ever seen,” Bailey 
said. 

About 25 members of 
the Pleasant Grove High 
School  cross-country 
team led the pack. Tyler 
Tumlinson finished first 
in the men’s division with 
a time of 15:54, while 
Samantha Brink took first 
in the women’s division 
with a time of 19:32.

The children’s fun run 
had a new category for 
youngsters 2 and under 
this year in addition to the 
usual categories from 5 to 

10 years old.
One toddler ran a short 

distance with encourage-
ment from her father, while 
another stood still before 
bursting into tears. Both 
received prizes, as did all 
the children who partici-
pated in the event.

Among the spectators at 
this year’s fun run was Jim 
Moore, who came to cheer 
on his wife. 

“Let the Fourth be with 
you,” he joked.

Gazebo Dance Party
The Rancho Murieta 

Association hosted a dance 
party at the gazebo begin-
ning at 7 p.m., featuring a 
DJ. Friends, families and 
children took to the dance 
floor early in the evening.

Around 8:30 p.m., as 

many attendees left to 
watch the fireworks from 
other locations, a large 
group of teenagers arrived 
and took over the gazebo 
area.

The teens danced in 
tight circles, enthusiasti-
cally shouting the lyrics 
to popular songs. When 
the fireworks show began, 
they paused to watch, call-
ing out patriotic cheers 
th roughou t  the  d i s -
play. Once it ended, they 
returned to dancing until 
the music wrapped up at 
10:15 p.m.

Two years ago, a group 
of about 100 teenagers – 
some of them intoxicated 
– gathered on the basket-
ball court in front of the 
gazebo just before the fire-
works show began. One 
youth set off an explosive 
firework that caused minor 
injuries to some bystand-
ers. Authorities identified 
him the following day.

Hart, who had worked in 
Rancho Murieta for more 
than 40 years, said it was 
the first incident of its kind 
during a July 4 celebration. 

“It’s a big bummer, and 
we are going to work dil-
igently to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again,” he 
pledged afterward.

Hart said security plan-
ning for this year’s event 
began with a coordination 
meeting involving RMA 
compliance officers, CSD 
security, two sheriff’s dep-
uties and patrol officers 
from a private security 
company. 

“We never had less than 
four uniformed security 
personnel at the gazebo 
for the entire event, and 
most of the time, there 
were probably six,” he 
said. Security teams also 
patrolled recreation areas 
around the lakes and the 
river.

“We were hoping that we 
wouldn’t have to interrupt 
anyone’s good time,” Hart 
said. “But just having that 

presence changes people’s 
behavior.”

Fireworks Show
Hart said he was pleased 

with this year’s fireworks 
show, which he believes 
continues to improve each 
year. The grand finale 
appeared to last longer than 
in previous years, and to 
enhance the experience, the 
pyrotechnics technicians 
introduced new angles to 
the display for improved 
viewing.

While RMA has had a 
strong working relationship 
with Pyro Spectaculars 
over the years, last year’s 
show faced challenges 
due to the extreme heat. A 
company supervisor had 
contacted a labor pool to 
hire six to eight technicians 
to assist with preparations 
for the Rancho Murieta dis-
play, but was unable to find 
anyone willing to work in 
the high temperatures.

Four RMA Maintenance 
workers stepped into the 
breach, working through 
miserable conditions to 
ensure the fireworks show 
could go on as scheduled. 
The staffing shortage also 
led to the cancellation of 
last year’s dance party at 
the gazebo, as fire mar-
shals cordoned off the area 
for safety until RMA staff 
could complete the neces-
sary setup.

Final Word
Reflecting on this year’s 

ideal conditions, Haviland 
offered this summary: 
“Once again, Rancho 
Murieta came together in 
a spirited celebration of the 
Fourth of July: a day when 
our community sets aside 
its differences to honor 
the freedom that makes 
America the land of the 
free and the home of the 
brave,” he said.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com and 
facebook.com/theriverval-
leytimes. � H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”
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Perfect Weather Sets Stage for July 4

In a first for the fun run, a category for 2 years and under is added to the children’s event. Race 
Director John McNamee tells toddlers Eden Erhardt and Zoe Erhardt what to expect.

An old Chevy Blazer with its exuberant occupants participates 
in the vintage vehicle category.

With encouragement from her mother, Hannah Brandt, 
Layla Brandt tries some scrambled eggs during the pancake 
breakfast at Stonehouse Park. The event was presented by the 
Rotary Club of Rancho Murieta.

A crowd of teenagers gathers at the gazebo to dance and 
watch the fireworks, including this group of four celebrants.

A flower-powered golf cart cruises down Murieta Parkway. 
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD) quickly 
rescinded a water-use alert 
issued to customers around 
7:50 p.m. on July 2 due to 
the Rio Oso Water Tank 
pumps losing power.

According to social 
media reports, the district 
initially asked residents 
to stop using water via a 
CodeRED emergency alert, 
citing problems main-
taining water pressure. 
However, by 8:30 p.m., 
the district issued a second 
alert stating the issue had 
been resolved and normal 
water use could resume.

In an email response to 
the River Valley Times, 
Director of Operations 
Eric Houston explained the 
cause:

“We had an emergency 
water pressure issue caused 
by SMUD performing an 
electrical repair in the area, 
which rendered our pumps 
at Rio Oso unusable,” 
Houston wrote. “We sent 
out the emergency request 
to conserve water in order 
to maintain pressure and 
protect both residents and 
the system. We were able 
to restart the pumps and 
coordinate with SMUD to 
prevent this from happen-
ing again.”

Houston noted that the 
issue was resolved so 
quickly that only about 
35% of CSD custom-
ers received the initial 
CodeRED alert before the 
“all clear” notice was sent.

The CSD uses the 
CodeRED alert system 
to issue targeted voice 
notifications to resi-
dents in Rancho Murieta. 
Residents can sign up 
at the district’s website. 

For regional emergen-
cies, including wildfires 
and evacuations, residents 
of Rancho Murieta and 
Sloughhouse are encour-
aged  to  reg i s te r  a t 
sacramento-alert.org for 
Reverse 911 alerts.

The Rio Oso Tank holds 
1.2 million gallons and 
serves approximately 800 
homes north of Guadalupe 
Drive. It relies on electric 
pumps to maintain pres-
sure and refill the tank. 
When pumps are offline, 
pressure depends on stored 
water and an air cushion, 
which can quickly dimin-
ish during use.

In contrast, the 3-mil-
lion-gallon Van Vleck Tank 
is elevated and provides 
constant water pressure 
through gravity, indepen-
dent of pumps.

This story is also online 
at therivervalleytimes.com 
and Facebook.com/theriv-
ervalleytimes. � H

An alert sent July 2 to customers about a water pressure issue at the Rio Oso Water Tank was 
quickly rescinded by the Rancho Murieta Community Services District. File photo by Gail Bullen

Water Alert Quickly 
Rescinded After Brief 

Emergency at Rio Oso Tank

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- While boys on Cosumnes 
River Little League base-
ball teams have long 
participated in postsea-
son tournaments, the same 
opportunity hasn’t existed 
for girls playing soft-
ball … until now. For the 
first time, California Little 
League introduced offi-
cial softball tournaments 
this year, and a Rancho 
Murieta team won the 
Tournament of Champions 
in its district.

Jason Strongman is 
one of the coaches for the 
Georgia Bulldogs, a Minor 
League softball team com-
prising girls ages 8 to 10. 
The team is managed by 
Elaine Theodorides, with 
additional coaching sup-
port from Harry and 
Simeon Fields. 

Strongman said the 
Bulldogs faced three 
other Cosumnes River 
Little League teams in 
their age group during 
the regular season, along 
with two away games in 
South Sacramento and 
Placerville. The team fin-
ished the season with a 

dominant combined score 
of 16-1.

The Georgia Bulldogs’ 
success earned them a 
spot in the District 54 
Tournament of Champions. 
They played two games 
against Hangtown, a team 
from Placerville, defeat-
ing them 28-5 in the 
first matchup and 11-7 
in the second to win the 
championship. 

The tournament took 
place June 6 and 7 at 
Stonehouse Park in Rancho 
Murieta.

 “I’m extremely proud of 
our coaches and our girls,” 
Strongman said. � H

Rancho Murieta Team 
Wins First Tournament 

 for Softball Players

The Georgia Bulldogs softball players pose with coaches after dominating their age division 
during this year’s Cosumnes River Little League season. The Bulldogs went on to capture the 
title in the inaugural Tournament of Champions. Courtesy photo
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builders, her husband 
added. “This is important 
since they will be in our 
backyard.”

Both companies have 
expressed interest in build-
ing in Unit 2, with 130 lots, 
although the Keils are also 
considering other home 
builders. However, the 
Keils will reserve up to 19 
Unit 2 lots to sell as cus-
tom lots. 

Veerkamp Construction 
of  Cameron Park is 
expected to complete 
grading within about four 
weeks. After that, the 
developers plan to pause 
work on Unit 2 over the 
winter, with infrastructure 
construction scheduled to 
begin next spring. Unit 2 
should be completed by 
fall 2026.

Michele Keil, marketing 
manager for the partner-
ship, is the primary contact 
for both units and can be 
reached at 916-955-9605. 
She is currently compiling 
a list of interested buyers 
for the 19 available lots in 
Unit 2. The three custom 
lots in Unit 1 have been 
sold.

 “This is our baby. We 
eat, live, breathe and watch 
it from our backyard,” 
Michelle Keil said. “We’re 
proud of where it’s come, 
and we love sharing with 
others and giving them the 
correct information,” she 
said.

Ownership
Bob Keil’s roots in 

Rancho Murieta stretch 
back more than a cen-
tury. He is a descendant of 
Sloughhouse pioneer Jared 
Sheldon, and his grand-
mother, Grace Warren 
– Sheldon’s great-grand-
daughter  –  l ived in 
Bridgehouse. The small 
community once stood on 
the far side of the Yellow 
Bridge.

Bob Keil  l ived in 
Rancho Murieta from 1989 
to 1998, and his parents, 
Chet and Barbara Keil, 
moved to the commu-
nity in 1995. After he and 
Michele married 26 years 
ago, the couple settled in 
Granite Bay.

Bob Keil has worked 
in land development for 
30 years, although the 
Residences is his largest 
project to date. His earlier 
work focused on smaller 
parcel maps, minor sub-
divisions and rehabbing 
“hundreds of fixer-uppers.”

Michele Keil has held a 
variety of roles, including 
12 years managing cor-
porate sales for a national 
gift company. She also 
successfully revitalized 

a struggling Beach Hut 
delicatessen by launch-
ing a catering program 
that continues to thrive in 
Roseville.

In 2018, a broker friend 
told Bob Keil that the 
Residences East – with its 
99 lots – was available. 
Seeing it as an opportunity 
to return to a commu-
nity he had always loved, 
they purchased the prop-
erty. The Keils bought a 
home on Guadalupe Drive, 
from which they can view 
Residences East in their 
backyard.

Several years later, 
the late John Sullivan 
– best known for manag-
ing the properties of Carol 
Anderson Ward – pur-
chased the Residences 
West, which also had 99 
lots. In 2022, Sullivan pur-
chased the Residences East 
from the Keils, but later 
brought them back in as 
partners in River Canyon 
Properties.

After Sullivan died in 
2023, the Keils approached 
the owners of Veerkamp 
General Engineering of 
Cameron Park – who were 
already constructing infra-
structure in Unit 1 – about 
joining them as partners. 
The family-owned busi-
ness agreed.

Together, the Keils and 
Doug and Lori Veerkamp 
purchased Sullivan’s inter-
est from his estate and 
chose to retain the name 
of the partnership: River 
Canyon Properties.

Bob Keil described the 
Veerkamps as “super solid 
people with a great repu-
tation, who are very much 
into investing in the com-
munities that they work 
in.” Michele Keil added 
that their company is 
also known for its ethical 
and transparent business 
practices.

Water Supply
The Rio Oso Water Tank 

was designated decades 
ago to supply water to the 
two Residences devel-
opments as part of the 
county’s original approval 
process. Prior subdivi-
sion owners also entered 
into a Facility Services 
Agreement (FSA) with 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District to help fund 
upgrades to the water treat-
ment plant. This agreement 
was entirely separate from 
the FSA that Sullivan later 
negotiated with the CSD to 
secure water for the hotel 
project and, eventually, the 
Rancho North subdivision.

As part of a written 
agreement to obtain “will-
serve” letters for water 

and sewer service from the 
district, the Keils have pro-
hibited lawns in the new 
subdivision to help reduce 
overall water demand. 
More recently, they agreed 
to implement a three-days-
a-week watering schedule, 
with homes in the East and 
West sections assigned dif-
ferent watering days. This 
provision, which will be 
included in the CC&Rs, is 
intended to further mini-
mize the impact on the Rio 
Oso water tank.

The question of whether 
the district has sufficient 
water tank capacity to 
serve the Residences has 
been a recurring topic at 
several district meetings. 
At the recommendation 
of the district’s engineer, 
Joe Domenichelli, the 
CSD Board approved 
improvements to the water 
treatment transportation 
system. Domenichelli told 
the board that the upgrades 
were necessary to serve 
existing customers – par-
ticularly those connected 
to the Rio Oso Tank – even 
without the Residences and 
Riverview subdivisions 
coming online. He also 
recommended constructing 
a new water tank as soon 
as possible.

Domenichelli initially 
estimated that the improve-
ments would allow the Rio 
Oso Tank to serve 50 more 
units and the Van Vleck 
Tank another 146 units. 
Bob Keil said the district 
will determine the actual 
capacity once the planned 
improvements are com-
pleted. He noted that the 
Residences’ engineer, 
Baker Williams, is also 
working on additional sys-
tem fixes.

Keil added that the 
district is not currently 
requiring the installation of 
a new water tank for Unit 
2. He also pointed out that 
the Rancho North devel-
opment will likely include 
a new tank, which would 
help reduce demand on the 
Rio Oso Tank

Bob Keil said he plans 
to work within the exist-
ing infrastructure and wait 
for the community ser-
vices district’s planned 
improvements. 

“We are not going to be 
putting in a tank [for the 
broader area] as part of our 
project,” he said.

Michele Keil offered a 
pointed observation about 
the emotions that often 
accompany water disputes: 
“Jared Sheldon literally got 
shot over water, while Bob 
Keil is figuratively getting 
shot over water,” she said.

Jared Sheldon was shot 
on July 11, 1851, during 

a violent clash over water 
rights along the Cosumnes 
River, near the future site 
of the Yellow Bridge. 
Miners, angered by a dam 
Sheldon had built to irri-
gate his crops, opened fire. 
He died from his wounds 
shortly after.

Trails and Trees
Of the 146 acres in the 

subdivision, the developers 
have designated 66 acres 
as open space. The proj-
ect’s design also preserved 
as many existing trees and 
as much of the natural ter-
rain as possible within the 
developed areas.

The developers have 
constructed a 10-foot-wide 
walking path in Unit 1 
that also serves as a com-
munity services disttrict 
access road along approx-
imately 70% of its length. 
Designed for pedestrians, 
bicycles and strollers, the 
path is not intended for 
golf cart use due to pub-
lic safety concerns. It is 
unlighted, with some sec-
tions running alongside 
steep embankments and 
others passing directly 
behind homes. Bob Keil 
said they plan to install 
bollards at all four access 
points to prevent golf cart 
access.

As part of the Unit 2 
development, the devel-
opers will also install an 
8-foot-wide dirt walking 
path through a wooded 
area.  Following sev-
eral contentious meetings 

with the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board, Bob 
Keil agreed to place 
$50,000 into an escrow 
fund in case the association 
decides to pave the path 
in the future. He said the 
trail will begin at Tierras 
Lane and connect with 
the Unit 1 path. The dis-
tance between Tierras Lane 
and Escuela Drive will be 
approximately one mile.

Fortunately, there were 
few oak trees in the area 
of Unit 1 where lots were 
constructed, due to the 
area’s poor soil. However, 
the developers did have 
to remove two large oak 
trees, one of them already 
dead. Because tree mit-
igation is based on the 
diameter of the trunk in 
inches, they were required 
to plant approximately 25 
saplings for each of the big 
trees.

To meet the tree miti-
gation requirement for the 
entire subdivision,  they 
planted 100 Blue Oak sap-
lings in a section of Unit 
1 where the soil is more 
suitable for growth. They 
are also required to main-
tain the saplings for seven 
years to ensure successful 
establishment.

Homeowners 
Association

Bob Keil said he initially 
approached the Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Board about annexing the 
Residences into the asso-
ciation, but he was told 

the directors would wait 
to decide until completed 
homes were in place.

In response, the Keils 
formed the Murieta Hills 
Community Association. 

“RMA is the master 
association. Our associa-
tion is allowed to use all 
the roads and parks, all 
the amenities of Rancho 
Murieta. But the RMA 
won’t take care of our 
streets, sidewalks, street-
lights or landscaping. 
That’s all handled by the 
Rancho Murieta Hills 
Association,” he said.

Bob Keil said they have 
modeled their CC&Rs 
and design requirements 
after RMA’s. He noted 
that Mark Parsons, the 
RMA architectural review 
manager, has reviewed 
their housing plans, and 
Sacramento County has 
also conducted a design 
review.

“Once we’ve proved that 
we’ve done a really good 
job, it would be my goal 
to annex into RMA,” Bob 
Keil said.

He added that he would 
like to see all subdivisions 
behind the gate eventually 
annexed into the RMA.

“I think Rancho Murieta 
should have one single 
association to unite the 
whole community,” he 
said.

This story is also online 
at therivervalleytimes.com 
and Facebook.com/theriv-
ervalleytimes. � H

High-End 
Homes Coming

Continued from page 1

Veerkamp Engineering is currently grading Unit 2. Photo by Gail Bullen

Terrata Homes is planning to build a model home and sales center beside the large oak tree 
near the entrance to the subdivision. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Senate Bill 54 the So--Called Values Act

By John McGinness

Much attention has been 
directed at immigration enforce-
ment in California this year.  
Donald Trump made several 
campaign promises in his 2024 
presidential campaign.  Chief 
among those were commitments 
to improve the economy (reduce 
inflation) and enforce the existing 
immigration laws.  He even went 
so far as to suggest the possibility 
of mass deportations.  The result 
of his clearly expressed promises 
was a decisive win on November 
5, 2024.  In fact, to the surprise of 
many, Donald Trump not only pre-
vailed in the electoral college, he 
won the popular vote and became 
the forty-seventh president of the 
United States. Among the first 
actions of the new president was 
the appointment of a no-nonsense 
border czar, Tom Homan who 
has been unequivocal in his com-
mitment to relentlessly enforce 
immigration laws in this country. 

The United States of America is 
often referred to as a democracy, 
when in fact, it is a constitutional 
republic.  However, the method 
through which we elect can-
didates for office is through a 
democratic process.  In the case 
of President Donald Trump, the 

voters spoke clearly through the 
democratic process and chose 
the candidate who committed to 
strict immigration enforcement.  
That development put the state of 
California, and other blue states at 
odds with the new administration 
and the will of most Americans, 
as evidenced by the 2024 election 
outcome.

To develop a better under-
standing of how California got 
where it is today, we revisit his-
tory.  In 2017 the California 
Legislature passed Senate Bill 
54, the so-called Values Act 
which prohibited the practice 
of state and local law enforce-
ment officers from interacting 
with personnel from Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  
This action by the legislature was 
taken without voter approval and 
against vocal opposition from law 
enforcement executives and rank 
and file law enforcement practi-
tioners.  It was signed into law 
by Governor Edmond G Brown, 
Jr and became law on January 
1, 2018.  Prior to that time, ICE 
personnel regularly visited, and 
in many cases were stationed in, 
major jails throughout the state of 
California for the purpose of mon-
itoring the immigration status of 
criminal suspects booked into the 
facilities.  That practice allowed 
for the peaceful transfer of juris-
diction from California peace 
officers - to immigration enforce-
ment personnel.  Additionally, 
when ICE had identified a per-
son that was wanted and subject to 
arrest under their jurisdiction, they 
would routinely contact local law 
enforcement agencies for the pur-
pose of ensuring local police were 
aware of the presence of armed 
plain clothes personnel engaged 
in dynamic law enforcement oper-
ations.  That course of action 
ensured effective communication 

in the spirit of maximum public 
and officer safety.  

Senate Bill 54 outlawed each 
of those practices, foreseeably 
increasing the risk to the public, 
law enforcement personnel and 
even the suspects themselves.  It 
is impossible to imagine a safer 
environment in which to effec-
tuate the arrest of a criminal 
suspect than simply transferring 
that person from the jurisdiction 
of one law enforcement agency 
to another within the confines of 
a secure jail, a setting in which 
no one is armed, and escape is 
virtually impossible.  Similarly, 
the capture of a fugitive with 
the presence of uniformed law 
enforcement personnel present 
in marked patrol cars, with ready 
communication capabilities with 
their federal colleagues, facil-
itated optimum elements for a 
safe outcome.  

Nonetheless, the California leg-
islature and governors, past and 
present, embraced this extraor-
dinarily ill-conceived law and in 
so doing, hampered the safety of 
legitimate, statutorily, and con-
stitutionally sanctioned law 
enforcement operations. 

Effective January 1, 2018.  ICE 
personnel were removed from the 
jails forthwith.  No communica-
tion between and among state and 
local law enforcement personnel 
could take place.  This eliminated 
the potential of an illegal immi-
grant with an egregiously violent 
criminal history, freshly arrested 
for a violation of state law to be 
properly referred to ICE.  

For those of us who closely 
watch the actions of the California 
legislature, there was spe-
cific frustration with this course 
of conduct.  Because the US 
Constitution (Article 1, Section 8, 
Clause 4) clearly delegates immi-
gration enforcement power to the 

Federal Government, preventing 
individual states from having their 
own processes for naturalization.  
Additionally, the US Supreme 
Court decided in Arizona v United 
States (2012), that immigration 
enforcement and naturalization 
is the sole prevue of the federal 
government.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e 
Constitutionally enumerated duty 
of the federal government to 
enforce immigration law, the U.S. 
Congress has codified specific 
laws in statute, i.e.: 8 U.S.C.1325 
which makes it a crime for an alien 
to enter or even attempt to enter 
the U.S. at a time or place not des-
ignated by immigration officials, 
or to elude inspection.  It is a mis-
demeanor for the first offense, but 
it can become a felony if the per-
son has been previously deported 
and re-enters without authoriza-
tion, or if that person commits 
other violations of law.  Congress 
has also funded ICE, and the 
Executive Branch has given clear 
direction to personnel in ICE to 
enforce the law.  The foregoing 
represents the law of the land in 
the United States of America in 
2025.  A person with a modicum 
of sixth-grade civics knowledge 
should understand that if there is 
dissatisfaction with the law, there 
are means by which laws can be 
changed.  However, the notion 
of duly elected members of the 
legislative and executive branch 
of any state government simply 
and overtly defying the law is 
unconscionable. 

The common refrain from 
Governor Newsom includes an 
assertion that the actions of the 
federal government in immigra-
tion law enforcement is a denial 
of democracy.  Every Californian 
should know that federal immi-
gration personnel enforcing the 
laws created and funded by a duly 

elected Congress, and directed 
by the Executive Branch of the 
government, in a manner consis-
tent with the language expressed 
in the U.S. Constitution, is the 
essence of democracy.  Citizens 
who oppose the law have a right 
and arguably a duty to endeavor 
to change the law.  Defiance of the 
law is not the answer.  

Apropos of nothing above, 
but consistent with Governor 
Newsom’s lack of understand-
ing or willful defiance of the 
fundamentals of democracy is 
evidenced by another develop-
ment of last November’s election, 
Proposition 36.  Nearly seventy 
percent of the California electorate 
passed Proposition 36; it passed in 
each of the very diverse fifty-eight 
counties in California.  A signifi-
cant portion of that proposition 
was the demand for treatment of 
chronic drug offenders.  The peo-
ple spoke clearly through that 
democratic act.  Yet, Governor 
Newsom refuses to ensure fund-
ing for that critical treatment.  It 
appears Governor Newsom is 
resistant democracy when he does 
not like the decisions of the voters.

To be clear, there is room for 
improvement on both sides of the 
divide.  Constitutional officers 
should never waiver from their 
oath to the Constitution, and dig-
nified communication facilitates 
the optimal outcomes.

Perhaps we heed President 
Abraham Lincoln and invoke our 
Better Angels.  

California and the nation 
deserve better.  

John McGinness, MS is the 
retired sheriff of Sacramento 
County, an adjunct professor of 
criminal justice and host of the 
John McGinness Show on KFBK.  
He can be reached at 916-924-
3901 or at john.jpm.solutions@
gmailcom.  
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Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
www. rmcsd.com.

June 23
3:15 p.m., Report of 

gate arm incident at North 
Gate far resident lane. 
Driver advised North Gate 
officer of the incident, pro-
vided with her address 
and left home address in 
Retreats. Contacted driver, 
did not report any inju-
ries or damages to the golf 
cart. Inspection of the golf 
cart did not reveal any vis-
ible damages. Gate arm 
was placed back in the 
bracket; gate arm undam-
aged and in good working 
condition. Unable to obtain 
traffic camera footage 
due to camera system 
malfunction.

8:06 p.m., RMA Rule 
Violation: Guest with-
out resident boat fishing 
at Lake Chesbro. Boat 
equipped with outboard 
engine. Citation issued.

June 24
6:39 p.m., Lago Drive, 

outbound gate arm inci-
dent:  Arm is almost 
completed sheared off. 
Will try to collect video of 
incident when occurred. 

Incident called into North 
Gate as well as Southgate.

11:54 p .m. ,  Pat rol 
observed vehicle near boat 
ramp from north shore 
of the lake. Once sub-
ject noticed patrol vehicle, 
subject quickly left area. 
Unable to make contact 
with the vehicle. Area clear 
at this time.

June 25
10:40 p.m., Report of 

a speeding complaint, 
reckless driving, vehicle 
doing burnouts at Murieta 
Parkway and Camino 
Del Lago. Upon arrival, 
did not observe any vehi-
cle driving reckless in the 
area. Witnesses stated that 
a blue Subaru with mod-
ified loud exhaust came 
from Clementia Circle 
area, at the intersection 
of Camino Del Lago and 
Murieta Parkway did burn-
outs, spun donuts, and 
proceeded outbound on 
Murieta Parkway.

11:10 p .m. ,  Pat rol 
observed a vehicle at 
the Residence Project. 
Contacted Nissan Sentra 
with two occupants, female 
adult driver and male adult 
passenger. Advised of the 
construction area tres-
pass, requested to leave 
area, driver complied with-
out incident. Vehicle was 
escorted off property.

June 26
11:24 p.m., Multiple 

calls came in report-
ing a vehicle speeding 
and breaking traction 
throughout the commu-
nity. Vehicle spotted by 
patrol at Reynosa and 
South Murieta Parkway 
when it ran stop sign onto 
the Parkway and was seen 
driving away at a high, 
excessive rate of speed.

June 27
10:45 p.m., Multiple 

calls within short time 
involving a vehicle driv-
ing recklessly, speeding 
and breaking traction 
within entire community. 
Vehicle observed doing 
circular skids (donuts) in 
the intersection of Murieta 
Parkway and Jackson 
Road. Vehicle observed to 
fail to stop at Reynosa stop 
sign entering outbound 
South Murieta Parkway at 
a high rate of speed.

June 29
7:26 p.m., Patrol found 

open Fire Control Room 
door at 14650 Cantova 
Way Building 300.

No activity around the 
building. No signs of 
forced entry or vandalism. 
Attempted to locate contact 
person; negative results. 
Door was locked/secure by 
patrol. 

June 30
12:30 a.m., On patrol of 

Lake Calero, patrol came 
across vehicle parked 

at Lake Calero. Vehicle 
departed upon arrival.

2 p.m., Report of a fam-
ily panhandling at Murieta 
Plaza near USPS office. 
Upon arrival observed 
family of five, parents and 
three kids at the entrance to 
the plaza with a hand-writ-
ten sign asking for money. 
Made contact with parents, 
advised of no panhandling 
and requested to leave 
area. Parents complied 
without any further inci-
dents. Family left area in 
newer Toyota minivan.

3p.m. ,  South  Gate 
reported a gate runner; 
guest not on list; gate offi-
cer requested to leave

community, guest did 
not comply and pro-
ceeded into Murieta South. 
Located vehicle in front 
of Colbert Drive; vehicle 
unoccupied. Contacted res-
ident, per resident guest is

authorized to enter. 
Guest was logged into resi-
dents’ page.

6:01 p.m., Patrol found 
two guests without resident 
fishing at Lake Calero. 
Contacted guests, advised 
of violation; requested 
to leave area. Guests 
complied without any 
incidents. 

July 4
4:24 a.m., Uber called in 

to different address from 
where guests were stay-
ing. Uber was not called 
into the gate at all. Made 

contact with the customer 
and informed them the 
Uber needed to be called 
in, and also be called into 
where they are staying,

7:36 p.m., Report of 
juveniles jumping from 
yellow bridge.  Upon 
arrival, a large group of 
juveniles were at bridge 
including two golf carts. 
Informed group that no one 
should be jumping from 
bridge and that they needed 
to relocate. Group moved 
across bridge toward the 
south. 

8:30 p.m., Trespassing: 
Gate runner, driving a sil-
ver Jetta, was refused by 
South Gate and continued 
into community. The des-
tination was Brillar Court. 
Arriving at scene, patrol 
saw the reported female 
subject in front. Another 
male subject was also seen 
next to her near an open 
window. When confronted, 
subject agreed to leave 
community. The male sub-
ject also left with her.

9:28 p.m., Report of 
vehicle accident at Murieta 
Parkway and Alameda 
Drive involving a golf cart 
driven by two males who 
rear-ended a black SUV. 
The SUV left the scene. 
Bottles of alcohol fell out 
of cart, scattering in the 
roadway. Sheriff’s deputies 
were on scene; injured sub-
ject accepted minor would 
treatment with first aid kit 
by deputies.

10:45 p.m., Trespassing: 
Group of juveniles at 
Stonehouse Park after 
hours. One subject was 
holding a handicapped 
space designation pole/
sign that had been removed 
from the ground. Possible 
destruction of public prop-
erty. Golf cart and white 
sedan departed at high rate 
of speed; unable to obtain 
info.

July 5
12:42 a.m., Occupied 

white pickup discovered at 
South Beach area. Contact 
made with driver who said 
he wasn’t aware he wasn’t 
supposed to be there and 
left promptly.

July 6
1:21 a.m., Camino Del 

Lago: Vehicle parked over-
night and multiple days at 
Lake Calero with trailer.

2:53 a.m., Escort, Via 
Robbia Drive (Retreats): 
Uber driver found in 
the middle of Lago and 
Murieta Parkway intersec-
tion. Made contact with 
the driver, who stated he 
had a suspicious call at Via 
Robia. Uber driver stated 
he heard someone in the 
background of the call tell 
the customer they “aren’t 
going anywhere.” Uber 
driver was denied entry 
due to not being called in. 
Escorted driver to resi-
dence where the ride was 
cancelled.� H

SECURITY LOGS

By Sacramento 
County Supervisor 
Rosario Rodriguez 

O n  J u n e  4 ,  t h e 
Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors approved a 
balanced $8.9 billion bud-
get for the upcoming fiscal 
year. As your county super-
visor, I made it my top 
priority to ensure this bud-
get protects what matters 
most: your safety.

In early drafts of the 
budget, I saw propos-
als that deeply concerned 
me. They included cuts 
to the Sheriff’s Homeless 
Outreach Team (HOT) and 
Problem-Oriented Policing 
(POP) units, as well as 
reductions that would have 
limited the district attor-
ney’s ability to prosecute 

misdemeanor  cr imes. 
These are not abstract pro-
grams. They are essential 

boots-on-the-ground efforts 
that directly impact our 
neighborhoods. Cutting 
them would have sent the 
wrong message to our 
community and to those 
who threaten its safety.

I was the first mem-
ber of the board to speak 
out against these proposed 
cuts. From the begin-
ning, I made it clear that 
I could not and would 
not support a budget that 
undermined public safety. 
I worked closely with my 
colleagues and county staff 
to reverse those proposals 
and I’m proud to say we 
succeeded. The final bud-
get fully restores funding 
for the Sheriff’s Homeless 
Out reach  Team and 
Problem-Oriented Policing 
teams and preserves the 

district attorney’s ability to 
prosecute misdemeanors.

These may seem like 
small line items in a large 
budget, but they reflect a 
broader principle. We can-
not have safe parks, safe 
businesses or safe commu-
nities if we are constantly 
chipping away at the 
resources that keep them 
that way. That’s why I’ve 
said from day one that I 
will not support any budget 
that defunds our sheriff or 
our district attorney. This 
year’s budget reflects that 
commitment. 

At the same time, we’ve 
made responsible invest-
ments in the core services 
people rely on every day 
without raising taxes. We 
are fixing roads that have 
gone neglected for far too 

long, expanding access 
to mental health and sub-
stance use treatment and 
continuing to make over-
due improvements to our 
correctional facilities. 
These amendments allow 
us to meet court-ordered 
mandates and ensure safety 
inside and outside our jails. 
These are not flashy proj-
ects. They are the nuts and 
bolts of good government, 
and they make a real differ-
ence in people’s lives.

To me, budgeting is 
about priorities and my pri-
orities haven’t changed. 
When I ran for office, I 
promised to bring common 
sense and accountability to 
county government. That 
means making sure public 
safety is never an after-
thought. It means asking 

tough questions, listening 
to residents and standing 
up when something doesn’t 
look right.

I’m proud of what we 
were able to accomplish 
in this budget, but I’m not 
done fighting for our com-
munity. There will always 
be competing pressures 
and difficult decisions in 
county government, but 
one thing you can count on 
is that I will always stand 
on the side of public safety. 
Because your family’s 
safety is not negotiable, 
and your local government 
should treat it that way.

If you’d like to share 
your thoughts or concerns, 
you can reach my office at 
916-874-5491 or email me 
at SupervisorRodriguez@
saccounty.gov. � H

Public Safety Comes First in County Budget

S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez 
represents the 4th District, 
which includes all or part of 
the communities of Citrus 
Heights, Folsom, Orangevale, 
Antelope, Rio Linda, Elverta, 
Gold River, Rancho Murieta, 
North Highlands, Carmichael, 
Foothill Farms and Fair Oaks. 
Photo courtesy of Rosario 
Rodriguez. 

Center, located six miles outside of town. 
The state prison houses between 1,500 
and 1,600 inmates, who are held in four 
general population dormitories and a max-
imum-security unit.

Arino began as a cadet and completed 
the academy before quickly rising through 
the ranks. By the time he left, he held the 
position of corrections major: third in 
command below the warden. 

He managed a staff of 30 employees on 
his shift, overseeing everything from pay-
roll to annual evaluations. He also served 
as a squad leader for the tactical team, 
which responded to incidents throughout 
the facility involving combative inmates.

In addition, Arino was a PPCT 

instructor for the tactical team, which 
trained weekly. Pressure Point Control 
Tactics are a widely used use-of-force sys-
tem focused on pain compliance, control 
holds and defensive techniques designed 
to help officers gain control with minimal 
force.

However, the family’s move to 
Louisiana didn’t work out. 

“I don’t have a lick of family in 
Louisiana and neither did she, so she came 
back here with the kids,” Arino said.

Although they had agreed he would 
have the children during the summer, 
Arino came to California in February “just 
for a little vacation and a birthday,” he 
said.

“When I got out of my truck, my 

youngest daughter ran up to me, held me 
and cried,” he recalled. “That same day 
I quit my job in Louisiana, and I told the 
kids I was coming home.”

Arino had stayed in touch with some of 
the district staff and asked if any positions 
were available. 

He planned to apply for a gate officer 
position so he’d have a job lined up when 
he returned to California.

“Instead, they interviewed me for the 
administrative sergeant,” he said. “I’m 
guessing they chose me due to my experi-
ence in security and corrections.”

When he joined the department in April, 
it had only three full-time patrol offi-
cers, so Arino stepped into the day shift 
position. 

“It is a little bit of a slower pace than 
what I have been used to,” he said.

Not long afterward, one of the three 
officers resigned, increasing Arino’s 
responsibilities. In addition to helping to 
fill that gap, he has been dedicating time 
to updating the Security Department 
handbook. 

“I’m trying to get that straightened out 
right away,” he said. “That way, when we 
do have new hires, there will be adequate 
training.”

Arino also attends board and Security 
Committee meetings, where he reports on 
the department’s activities.

Arino believes his five years working in 
corrections have been valuable in shaping 
how he approaches his new role. 

“It taught me a lot about communica-
tion, and successful communication is 
pretty much the key to get through life,” 
he said. � H

Branden Arino: New and Old at the Same Time
Continued from page 1

RM Blood Drive  
at New Location on 

July 14
Vitalant will host its 

next Rancho Murieta 
Community blood drive at 
a new location on Monday, 
July 14 from noon to 6 p.m. 
It will be held at the St. 
Vincent De Paul Catholic 
Church, 14673 Cantova 

Way. The sponsors are the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s 
Club and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

A p p o i n t m e n t s  t o 
donate can be made 
online at donors.vitalant.
org by using blood drive 
code SMFM053 or by 
calling Vitalant at 877-
258-4825. Walk-ins will 

be accommodated if space 
permits. 

Donors will be entered 
into a Vitalant drawing 
for a chance to win a car. 
Donors will receive an 
in-hand A’s baseball donor 
T-shirt, one free appetizer 
from the Backyard BBQ 
Grill and will be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 

Gift card for the Backyard 
BBQ Grill donated by 
Carole Thames with Town 
and Country Real Estate. 

Eat well and drink plenty 
of water prior to donating 
and please bring a photo 
ID. If you have eligibility 
questions, call Vitalant at 
877-258-4825 or navigate 
to Vitalant.org. 

Mountain Bike 
Mondays Resume  

at Deer Creek Hills
Mountain Bike Mondays 

resumed on July 7 at the 
Deer Creek Hills Preserve. 

Experience thrilling 
singletrack through oak 
woodlands and rolling 
grasslands with docents 
on hand to offer tips and 

assistance. 
These weekly Monday 

evening rides take place 
July through October. Take 
advantage of the cooler 
weather and explore one of 
Sacramento’s hidden out-
door gems on two wheels. 
Sign up for tickets at sac-
ramentovalleyconservancy.
org/events.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Find Back Issues at TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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Can I Switch to a Taxi Driver Job 
Without Hurting my Social Security?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I opted to draw 
my Social Security retirement 
benefit early and work part 
time. The company I work 
for has decided to pull me 
from field work due to my age 
and health. Although they are 
great keeping me at 20 hours 
per week running for parts 
and doing office work, I’m 
not sure how much longer it 
will last. I’m thinking of tak-
ing a taxi driving job to keep 
my income enough to live 
on. The way it would work, I 
would lease the cab for some 
amount of dollars per day, set 
my own hours to work and 
collect anywhere from $1.40 
to $4.00 per mile, depend-
ing on what type of fare. My 
question is: how does Social 
Security look at that type of 
employment? Would I be held 
to the 15 - 45 hours a month 
standard? I could never come 
close to making the $1,200 
to $1,300 a month I need by 
working so little. Any advice 
is greatly appreciated. Signed: 
Seeking Advice 

Dear Seeking: If you go 
ahead with your plan to lease 
a taxicab instead of continuing 
your current employment, you 
would, in effect, be considered 
“self-employed” and would 
submit your income tax return 
to the IRS accordingly. Social 
Security would get your earn-
ings information as reported to 

the IRS, and it would be your 
net earnings from self-em-
ployment (after deducting all 
your business expenses) that 
is reported to SSA by IRS. 
There is, however, a special 
rule which would apply to 
you in your first calendar year 
of self-employment while 
col lect ing ear ly Social 
Security benefits.

Since, in your first year, 
some of your earnings would 
be as a part-time employee 
paying SS FICA pay -
roll taxes, Social Security 
would first look at your earn-
ings as an employee to see 
if you exceeded the annual 
earnings limit ($23,400 for 
2025). Then, upon starting 
your self-employment, Social 
Security would look at the 
hours you spent performing 
“substantial gainful activ-
ity” (e.g., driving your taxi) 
each month and, if you spent 
more than 45 hours per month 
in that capacity, you would 
not be considered “retired,” 
and thus, not eligible for 
Social Security in any month 
you exceeded that amount of 
hours. If you earned less than 
the annual limit in total (both 
as an employee and while 
self-employed), you would 
get benefits for all months of 
the year. But if you earn more 
than the annual limit, you will 
get no benefits for any month 
you exceeded 45 hours as a 
self-employed person. Again, 
this only applies during the 
first calendar year of self-em-
ployment - in the following 
year only your net earnings 
from self-employment would 
count toward the annual earn-
ings limit. 

In effect, SSA would use 
the hours-worked standard 
to see if you are truly retired 
or actually working. If the 
latter, they would withhold 

SS monthly benefits for any 
month you exceed 45 hours 
working while self-em-
ployed (up to and including 
December of your first calen-
dar year of self-employment), 
and only if your total income 
(as an employee and while 
self-employed) exceeds the 
annual limit. 

So, if your goal is to net 
$1,200 - $1,300 per month as 
a self-employed taxi driver, 
that would be well within 
the limits of the annual earn-
ings test ($23,400 for 2025 
but changes yearly). But there 
may, or may not, be a reduc-
tion in your Social Security 
benefits during your first 
year of self-employment, 
depending on when you start 
as self-employed. Note that 
SSA will ask about your work 
plans when you apply, and if 
you expect to stay under the 
annual limit (working part 
time in both capacities), you 
should get full SS benefits. 
Just be careful to stay under 
the annual earnings limit for 
those collecting early Social 
Security benefits. FYI, earn-
ings from before your SS 
benefits started don’t count 
toward the earning limit.  

Note,  too,  that  your 
monthly Social Security 
benefit will be actuarially 
reduced according to how 
far in advance of your full 
retirement age you claim SS. 
Whenever SS benefits are 
claimed prior to one’s full 
retirement age, those benefits 
are permanently reduced. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations 
of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA).  H

Social Security MattersKings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The Milwaukee Bucks won their fi rst NBA 
title in 1971, and it took 50 years for the 
Bucks to win a title again. A fellow by the 
name of Giannis Antetokounmpo helped them 
accomplish this task, but players of his cali-
ber are in short supply.

The Sacramento Kings have been in 
Sacramento for 40 years without reaching 
the finals or winning a championship. But 
make no mistake, fans in Kingstown still 
believe an NBA title will eventually come to 
Sacramento.

Sadly, during the off season, fans are hear-
ing far too much about mid-level exceptions, 
aprons fi rst and second, collective bargaining 
and salary caps. Frankly, the NBA has one 
of the most complicated systems regarding 
player compensation, and it takes someone 
with an advanced degree in economics to 
comprehend it.

What we know, is that in the aftermath of 
seeing mega popular DeAaron Fox trot his 
talents to the San Antonio Spurs midway 
through the 2025/2026 season, the Kings 
have navigated the point guard position much 
like a rudderless ship.

Freshman GM Scott Perry, tasked with 
replacing De’Aaron Fox, last week signed 
journeyman Dennis Schröder, a former #1 
draft choice by the Atlanta Hawks in 2013. 
Schroder was chosen #17 overall and for the 
past 12 seasons has seen playing time with 
Oklahoma City Thunder, Los Angeles Lakers, 
Boston Celtics, Houston Rockets, Toronto 
Raptors, Brookly Nets, Golden State Warriors 
and fi nally the Detroit Pistons. 

Originally from Germany, where he played 
professionally and for the German national 
team in the Olympics, one could say Schroder 
has seen America from coast to coast. 

Dennis Schroder’s career stats are not 
gaudy, but 13.9 points per game being as 
traveled as he’s been, shows he can contrib-
ute when needed. Five assists per game and 3 
rebounds aren’t eye popping, but it’s import-
ant to remember why the Kings went out to 
get him. 

Sacramento has a plethora of scoring power 
in the starting lineup and coming off  the bench. 
What has been lacking since the departure of 
Fox, is a capable distributor of the basketball. 

At 2.2 turnovers per game Schroder has a 
better control average than DeAaron Fox, so 
at least in one regard the Kings have made 

an upgrade.
Not many players would clammer to be 

the replacement for a point guard as popular 
as Fox, but Sacramento fans are a generous 
crowd, and I expect to see fans give Dennis 
Schroder an ample opportunity to display his 
talents.

Do I think Schroder can be a capable 
replacement? Absolutely! He won’t score 24 
points per game or go coast to coast with the 
type of speed that DeAaron does, but neither 
does anyone else.

Scott Perry was given a thankless job, 
and if Schroder can come in and give the 
Kings 14 points per game, and take care of 
the basketball, there’s a good chance that 
the playoff s of two seasons ago won’t be the 
exception to the rule.

Coming off the bench is last year’s 
first round draft choice Devin Carter, and 
Sacramento has a rookie guard in Nique 
Cliff ord that is going to need playing time, so 
don’t expect to see Schroder get much more 
than 20-25 minutes per game.

Perry is likely to have more moves coming, 
so keep your eyes on summer league Kings 
fans, and don’t forget that Sacramento also 
drafted a 7-footer in Maxime Raynaud. It will 
be interesting to see how coach Christie uses 
his new big man.

Sadly, popular Jonas Valanciunas won’t 
be suiting up for the Kings this season, as he 
was traded last week to the Denver Nuggets 
for Dario Saric. Saric will be a role player, 
and spell Sabonis off  the bench. At 6’ 10” and 
225 lbs. this 31-year-old will undoubtedly see 
playing time.

Players like Isaac Jones and Devin Carter 
are still trying to open eyes, so this year’s 
summer league will be an opportunity to 
showcase their talents and allow Doug 
Christie to see their growth over the season. 

NBA pundits have praised the Kings’ draft 
this year, and I concur with their accolades. 
There’s real optimism as this team is deep in 
talent. It remains to be seen how that talent 
will come together, and whether the Kings 
can take the young talent they have to the 
next level.

Stay tuned Kings fans, because this roster 
isn’t cast in stone just yet!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-

riskingsfan@gmail.com. 

California Lawmakers Finally 
Achieve ‘Holy Grail’ Reform

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

J e r r y  B r o w n  o n c e 
described reform of the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act as “the lord’s 
work” but he, like other recent 
governors, was not willing to 
invest enough political capital 
to change it.

Simply put, significantly 
altering CEQA, which then-
Gov. Ronald Reagan signed 
more than a half-century ago, 
would require confronting two 
powerful interest groups: envi-
ronmental organizations and 
labor unions, which have wea-
ponized the law to achieve 
their goals.

Brown made one stab at 
compelling the Legislature to 
alter CEQA in 2016, but oth-
erwise left it to his successor, 
Gavin Newsom.

For six years, Newsom 
echoed the attitudes of his pre-
decessors, critical of CEQA’s 
misuse to block housing and 
other much-needed proj-
ects, or compel developers 
to hire unionized labor or 
jump through other hoops, 
but unwilling to confront it 
head-on.

Instead,  he and the 
Legislature nibbled at the 
edges of the law and gave spe-
cific projects, such as sports 
arenas, exemptions.

Finally, however, the social 
and economic costs of leav-
ing CEQA intact became too 
high. The state’s critical short-
age of housing continued 
despite innumerable policy 

declarations aimed at spur-
ring investment. It became 
downright embarrassing 
that a politically dominant 
Democratic Party pledged to 
socioeconomic equity was 
unable to deliver on promises 
to make housing more abun-
dant and affordable.

California starred in a New 
York Times video that chas-
tised blue states for failing 
to live up to their stated prin-
ciples and in a recent book, 
“Abundance,” about the 
nation’s chronic inability to 
deliver much-needed proj-
ects due to regulatory overkill, 
such as CEQA.

This year, with Newsom 
nearing the end of his gover-
norship and appearing to cast 
his eyes toward a presiden-
tial campaign, the governor 
decided to confront the CEQA 
issue squarely. He endorsed 
two bills that would impose 
limits on the law’s reach and, 
in the end, threatening to block 
the entire state budget if they 
weren’t placed on his desk.

On Monday (June 30), the 
last day of the fiscal year, the 
Legislature passed Assembly 
Bill 130 and Senate Bill 131 
with last-minute changes to 
dampen opposition from con-
struction unions. Newsom 
quickly signed them.

“We needed to go bold and 
big on this holy grail reform,” 
Newsom said at a hastily 
staged signing ceremony.

Essentially, the legisla-
tion exempts virtually all 
infill housing projects from 
CEQA’s provisions, making it 
more difficult for opponents of 
high-density housing projects, 
known as NIMBYs, to block 
approval.

Such projects, particularly 
those aimed at low- and mod-
erate-income families, have 
been the most difficult to gain 
approval, due largely to oppo-
sition in upscale communities 

dominated by single-family 
homeowners.

“When you are build-
i n g  h o u s i n g  i n  a n 
existing community, that is 
environmentally beneficial, it 
is climate friendly, that is not 
something that should be sub-
jected to potentially endless 
CEQA challenges and law-
suits,” Sen. Scott Wiener, a 
San Francisco Democrat who 
authored SB 131, told sen-
ators before they passed the 
measure.

W i e n e r  a n d 
Assemblywoman Buffy 
Wicks, an Oakland Democrat 
who carried AB 130, have 
been the Capitol’s two most 
aggressive advocates of 
pro-housing legislation.

The remaining question, 
of course, is whether the two 
new laws, which go into effect 
immediately, will have a dis-
cernible impact on the state’s 
housing shortage. CEQA is 
just one factor of many deter-
mining whether proposed 
projects proceed or die. Those 
who oppose high-density 
housing in their neighbor-
hoods will not just roll over.

I r o n i c a l l y,  a s  t h e 
Legislature was passing the 
two new laws on Monday, 
The Atlantic was publishing 
a lengthy article entitled “The 
Whole Country Is Starting to 
Look Like California,” that 
describes how red tape and 
local opposition are adversely 
affecting housing develop-
ment in red states such as 
Texas and Florida, which had 
been viewed as developer 
paradises.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 

Blow up Washington, D.C.’s 
Brutalist Buildings, and the 

Sooner, the Better 
There’s a reason God 

created dynamite. The bru-
talist federal buildings that 
have blighted Washington, 
D.C., for decades deserve 
the same fate as Carthage 
after the Third Punic War, 
and the nation’s capital is 
finally beginning to move 
on from these concrete 
monstrosities.

The Department of 
Housing and Urban and 
Development just an-
nounced that it is leaving 
its god-awful headquarters 
in Washington for a less 
hideous space in Northern 
Virginia. HUD Secretary 
Scott Turner has described 
the structure as “the ug-
liest building in D.C.,” 
which is a dubious claim 
only because there are so 
many other buildings in 
Washington that compete 
for that distinction.  He’s 
not the first HUD secretary 
to hate the building. Jack 
Kemp called it “10 floors 
of basement.”

Meanwhile, the FBI 
is also departing its HQ, 
designated by the U.K. 
building materials retailer 
Buildworld as the ugli-
est building in the United 
States and the second ugli-
est in the world. 

The moves are in keep-
ing with the spirit of Pres-
ident Trump’s executive 
order stipulating that fed-
eral buildings should “re-
spect regional, traditional 
and classical architectural 
heritage in order to uplift 
and beautify public spac-
es and ennoble the United 
States and our system of 
self-government.”

That EO should be con-
sidered common sense, 
but has several trigger 
words for defenders of the 
architectural status quo, 
including “traditional,” 
“classical” and, perhaps 
foremost of all, “beautify.” 
In response, the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects 
expressed its “strong con-
cerns that mandating ar-
chitecture styles stifles in-
novation and harms local 
communities.”

According to The Na-
tion magazine, Trump’s 
initiative is part of an 
agenda to “make historical 
architecture on the whole 
inextricable from Euro-
centric white supremacy.” 
In short, it’s an unforgiv-
able offense to want a gov-
ernment building to look 
nice. 

Brutalism, with its 
blocky, minimalist struc-
tures made of poured 
concrete, was a creation 
of a post-war Europe that 
wanted to embrace the 
fresh and new and to econ-
omize on rebuilding. Al-
though the name “brutal-
ism” perfectly captures the 
aesthetic effect, it actually 
comes from the French for 
“raw concrete,” “beton 
brut.”

To be sure, concrete is 
extremely important to 
modern life, but no one 
has ever said, “Oh, it’s 
so elegant and uplifting.” 
The brutalist buildings in 
Washington were large-
ly built between the late 
1960s and mid-1970s, an 
era of grievous architec-
tural mistakes, includ-
ing cookie-cutter mul-
tiple-purpose baseball 
stadiums and modernist 
Catholic churches. The 
buildings never had a hey-
day, but were hated when 
they were erected and are 
still hated now. 

The seedbed of the trend 
was a Kennedy adminis-
tration commission that 
advocated contemporary 

designs and said -- laugh-
ably, in retrospect -- that 
federal architecture should 
“reflect the dignity, enter-
prise, vigor and stability 
of the American national 
government.”

Instead, the brutalist 
buildings speak of a lum-
bering bureaucracy with 
no regard for the sensi-
bilities or priorities of or-
dinary people. They are 
about what you’d expect 
if a DMV were headquar-
tered in a maximum-secu-
rity prison or in a massive 
pillbox. 

The buildings could 
easily be used as stage 
sets for docudramas about 
East Germany. They are a 
tribute to soulless monu-
mentality and a gut punch 
to the human spirit. If 
they don’t eventually get 
a well-deserved appoint-
ment with a wrecking ball, 
they should be donated to 
North Korea. 

The original justifications 
of brutalism no longer apply. 
The buildings aren’t new 
anymore, and aren’t cheap. 
They haven’t aged well in 
any sense, not aesthetical-
ly or functionally. The FBI 
building is literally falling 
apart, and the expense of 
maintaining the HUD build-
ing has become ruinous. 

Defenders of the brutal-
ist buildings say that they 
are now part of our her-
itage and should be pre-
served as such. That’s not 
fair, though, to the people 
who have to work in them, 
or who walk or drive by 
them every day. They are a 
net subtraction to the D.C. 
landscape and to human 
happiness. If one of them 
has to be kept for histori-
cal reasons, it should be 
made into a Smithsonian 
museum devoted to idiotic 
fads that were indulged for 
much too long.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. H
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University of California, 
Davis Athletics 
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) -  University 
of California, Davis men's 
basketball alumnus TY 
Johnson has signed a sum-
mer league contract with the 
Los Angeles Lakers, follow-
ing the 2025 NBA Draft.

Johnson, the Big West 
Conference's most dynamic 
two-way player this season, 
earned All-Big West First 
Team honors after finishing 
as the nation's sixth-lead-
ing scorer at 21.1 points per 
game. He topped the con-
ference scoring charts while 
averaging 3.0 assists and 4.1 
rebounds per contest.

Defensively,  Johnson 
ranked second in the Big 
West and 18th nationally 
with 2.3 steals per game. 
He set the University of 
California, Davis Division 
I single-season record with 
72 steals and recorded three 
or more steals in 12 games, 
including a six-steal per-
formance against Cal Poly. 
Johnson finished his career 
ranked second in the pro-
gram’s history for steals.

J o h n s o n  b e c a m e 
University of California, 
Davis' all-time leader in 
career free throws made 
(470). Johnson’s 178 free 
throws made this sea-
son rank 15th in the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association and he set a pro-
gram single-game record 
with 18 made free throws. 

He scored double figures 
in 30 of 32 games, explod-
ing for 20 or more points 21 

times, including five 30-point 
performances. Johnson’s 
35-point games against 
Washington and University 
of California, Santa Barbara 
were tied for the fourth most 
by an Aggie since 2005.

Johnson finished his 
senior season tied for third 
on University of California, 
Davis' all-time scoring list 
with 1,694 points, one of 
just 26 Aggies to reach 1,000 
career points. Johnson led the 
Aggies in scoring 26 times 
and in assists 15 times. He 
was the only Big West player 
to rank in the Top Five in 
both scoring and steals.

Johnson earned Oscar 
Robertson National Player of 
the Week honors on Nov. 12 
after opening the season with 
consecutive 30-point games 
and was a two-time Big West 
Player of the Week. 

He was named to the Lou 
Henson Award Mid-Season 
Watch List recognizing 
the nation's top mid-major 
players. 

Johnson’s senior season 
efficiency placed him in rare 
company nationally; he was 
the first qualified player since 
Vanderbilt's Scotty Pippen 
Jr. in 2021-22 to rank in the 
99th percentile in points per 
40 minutes while also rank-
ing in the 95th percentile 
or higher in steals per 40 
minutes.

Johnson and the Lakers 
were set to begin sum-
mer league play on July 
5, after press time, at the 
California Classic, hosted 
by the Golden State Warriors 
at the Chase Center in 
San Francisco. 

Sacramento State Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  - 
Football’s Jackson Slater has been 
named California State University, 
Sacramento’s Male Student-
Athlete of the Year. 

S l a t e r  i s  a  F o o t b a l l 
Championship  Subdivis ion 
Consensus All-American follow-
ing the 2024 season after being 
recognized by the Associated 
Press, Stats Perform and the 
American Football Coaches 
Association. 

Selected by the Tennessee 
Titans in the fifth round (167th 
overall) of the 2025 NFL Draft, 
Slater did not allow a sack during 
the season, started 44 games 
during his career and helped the 
Hornets to a pair of Big Sky titles 
and three National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Football 
Championship Subdivision Playoff 
appearances. 

Slater competed at the Senior 
Bowl where he garnered national 
attention for his play against the 
country’s top players. He later 
attended the NFL Combine and 
produced some of the top athletic 
rankings among offensive linemen.

Other nominees included Luke 
Dugger (golf), named all-Big 
West Conference, competed in 
all 11 tournaments and led the 
team with an average of 71.64 
strokes per round, which ranks 

third in school single-season his-
tory. Dugger had a relative scoring 
average of +0.21 strokes per round 
and had 19 rounds of par or bet-
ter, which ranks second in school 
single-season history. He set the 
school single-season record with 
10 rounds in the 60s, shot 66 in 
the opening round of the Palouse 
Collegiate and Ram Masters for 
his season low. Dugger’s 54-hole 
total of 66-71-67-204 at the Ram 
Masters is the third lowest in 
school history.

Evan Gibbons (baseball) was 
named the Western Athletic 

Conference Pitcher of the Year, 
was the first Hornet to win the 
honor, a first team all-Western 
Athletic Conference selection for 
the first time in his career. He led 
the Western Athletic Conference 
in victories at the end of the 
regular season with a 10-2 over-
all record, ranking ninth in the 
nation. Gibbons had the most 
wins by a Hornet pitcher since 
Austin Root finished 11-3 in 
2018. Gibbons struck out 63 bat-
ters in 88.0 innings and ranks tied 
for seventh on the Hornet career 
wins list with 21.

Miles Grant (track and field) 
became the school’s first Division 
I All-American in the men’s high 
jump. He tied for first place at 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association West First Round after 
clearing a career-best 7-01.50. 
That height is tied for third in 
school history, trailing only marks 
from 1979 and 1980, repeated as 
the Big Sky Outdoor Champion, 
cleared at least 6-11 in five out-
door meets. Grant won the Big 
Sky indoor title for the second 
consecutive season and opened the 
year by setting his indoor personal 

record with 7-02.50 to rank second 
in school history.

Henry Lamchinniah (tennis) 
was unanimously selected first 
team all-Big Sky Conference (sin-
gles) in his first season with the 
Hornets after transferring from 
Southern Mississippi. He played 
at No. 1 in the Hornets’ singles 
lineup all year, owned a 14-5 dual 
singles record (6-2 in the Big 
Sky) and won eight of his final 
10 matches. Lamchinniah had a 
six-match singles winning streak 
from March 5-20 and nine of his 
14 singles wins came in straight 
sets. Fourteen victories were sec-
ond most among all No. 1 players 
in the Big Sky.

Donovan Sessoms (soccer), a 
first team all-Big West Conference 
selection, was only the sixth 
Hornet to earn first team hon-
ors in the Big West in program 
history and the first since 2022. 
As two-time Big West Offensive 
Player of the Week, Sessoms fin-
ished the year with 10 goals (seven 
in conference play) and 20 points 
overall, tying him for ninth on 
the school’s single-season goals 
list and 10th on the single-sea-
son points chart. Sessoms had the 
most goals by a Hornet since 2010 
and the most points by a Hornet 
since 2009. Five of Sessoms’ 10 
goals were game winners and he 
was drafted by the expansion San 
Diego FC in the third round of 
the 2024 MLS SuperDraft. 

Sac State’s Slater Named Student-Athlete of the Year

Sacramento State’s Jackson Slater did not allow a sack during the 2024 season, started 44 games during his 
career and helped the Hornets to a pair of Big Sky titles and three National Collegiate Athletic Association Football 
Championship Subdivision Playoff appearances. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

TY Johnson Signs 
with Lakers

University of California, Davis men's basketball alumnus 
TY Johnson is in the Los Angeles Lakers’ summer league. 
Johnson was previously named to the Lou Henson Award 
Mid-Season Watch List recognizing the nation's top mid-
major players. Photo courtesy of University of California, Davis Athletics

High Quality Development 
at Republic FC Academy

In Las Vegas on June 16, the Sacramento Republic FC Academy’s U13 team wins the international Copa Rayados tournament 
without conceding a goal. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Republic FC Academy

By Seth Henderson

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento Republic 
FC Academy’s U13 team 
won the international Copa 
Rayados tournament in Las 
Vegas on June 16 with-
out conceding a goal , 
ranking first in the Northwest 
Division for quality of play, 
rated at 86.2. 

Quality of play is a 
recently-developed rank-
ing metric for Major League 
Soccer NEXT age groups 
U13 and U14 as of April 2, 
according to a Major League 
Soccer news release. The 
program was piloted for 
the first time in contrast to 
a traditional win-draw-loss 
standing. The quality of play 
metrics is calculated using 
artificial intelligence, run by 
the platform Taka, provid-
ing coaches and players with 
hyper-focused data.

Sacramento Republic FC 
Academy Director Eder 

Quintanilla said that the 
U13 team is a special group, 
taking home the champi-
onship silverware in 2024 
and now this year. The U13 
team recruited more defen-
sive players, Quintanilla 
said, which helps reduce the 
chances of getting scored on 
and the new quality of play 
metrics are a great new tool 
for development.

“Everybody is still learning 
what they consider quality of 
play and which metrics you 
can measure but I think it’s a 
pretty good initiative, looking 
at how we can pay attention 
more to how we’re playing, 
how we’re developing our 
players,” Quintanilla said. 
“More than just winning.” 

Coaches are still asking 
the league questions to clar-
ify what constitutes as a good 
or high-quality play and com-
paring metrics but he sad 
its difficulty in the style of 
play will be better for player 
development in the long run, 

Quintanilla said. 
According to Taka’s web-

site at taka.io, its platform 
uses raw game footage and 
analyzes the game play by 
identifying jersey numbers 
and corresponding value 
to their actions depicted in 
the footage. Highlight reels 
and statistics are automati-
cally populated for coaches 
and players to analyze their 
performance, applying the 
results to their next practice 
or match. 

“The ‘win or lose’ is like 
a tool for development,” 
Quintanilla said. “We obvi-
ously use the competition to 
get better because you need 
to evaluate yourself, you need 
to evaluate your opponents, 
you need to come up with the 
strategies to win the game, to 
score goals, to create census 
but that’s only a tool.”

Quintanilla said the wins 
might help attract some 
recruits but their process is 
to scout the best players in all 

age groups every year.
“We’re trying to bring the 

most talented players in the 
area and that’s not going to 
change, winning or losing,” 
Quintanilla said.

Competition is sparked 
not only within the league 
but also within the acad-
emy teams, Quintanilla said, 
determining team leaders, 
minutes and starters. 

Major League Soccer 
NEXT Technical Director 
Luis Robles said in a news 
release that individual devel-
opment is prioritized over 
competition for the younger 
age groups. 

After the winning season, 
Quintanilla said, many get-to-
gethers take place in the 
off-season, discussing new 
ideas and improvements to 
make the team better. 

“We celebrate but we 
quickly put our head 
down again and work for 
next season,” Quintanilla 
said. 

A's Jacob Wilson Elected Starter
Athletics News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Jacob 
Wilson from the Athletics has been 
elected by the fans as starting short-
stop for the American League in the 
2025 All-Star Game at Atlanta on 
July 15.

Wilson ranks second in the Major 
Leagues with 108 hits and a .339 bat-
ting average, and his 26 strikeouts are 
the fewest in the American League 
and third fewest in the majors among 
qualifiers.  

He received 52% of the vote in 

Phase two of fan voting, beating out 
Royals shortstop Bobby Witt, Jr.  

Wilson is the first rookie short-
stop to be elected by the fans and will 
become the second rookie shortstop 
to start an All-Star Game, along with 
the Orioles Ron Hansen, who started 
both All-Star Games in 1960. He will 
be the first Athletic to start an All-Star 
Game since Josh Donaldson at third 
base in 2014 and the first shortstop 
since Bert Campaneris made three 
straight starts from 1973 to 1975.

Wilson is the early favorite for 
American League Rookie of the Year 

as he leads all Major League rook-
ies in batting, on-base percentage 
(.380), slugging percentage (.473), 
OPS (.853), runs (42), hits and RBI 
(40).  He is on pace to break Socks 
Seybold's Athletics record for bat-
ting average by a rookie (.334 in 
1901) and Hall of Famer Al Simmons' 
record for most hits by a rookie (183 
in 1924).  

The 23-year-old Wilson will be 
the first A's rookie to start an All-
Star Game and will be the youngest 
A's starter in the All-Star Game since 
Vida Blue in 1971. 
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Thursday August 7th
CELEBRITY CHALLENGE 
   with former NBA, NFL,  
   and MLB celebrities 
A MILLION DOLLAR  
HOLE IN ONE CONTEST 
CELEBRITY DRAFT PARTY

Friday August 8th
CELEBRITY PRO-AM GOLF TOURNAMENT  
AWARDS PARTY 
“STARS AND GUITARS” OUTDOOR CONCERT  
FEATURING MOONSHINE CRAZY

AUGUST 7-8, 2025
RANCHO MURIETA, CA

                 SPONSORED BY

FOR VOLUNTEER AND SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION VISIT 
GoldRushClassic.org

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.75%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC 
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family 
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado 
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be 
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal 
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is 
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other 
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within three years from the date of 
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw 
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. 
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Visit: mpg8.com

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

Yard Sale?
Advertise it 

 in your local  
community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Home Improvement

Landscaping

Brighten a Senior’s Day
Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County

We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes, 
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain 

independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

University of California, 
Davis Athletics 
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) -  University 
of California, Davis men's 
basketball alumnus TY 
Johnson has signed a sum-
mer league contract with the 
Los Angeles Lakers, follow-
ing the 2025 NBA Draft.

Johnson, the Big West 
Conference's most dynamic 
two-way player this season, 
earned All-Big West First 
Team honors after finishing 
as the nation's sixth-lead-
ing scorer at 21.1 points per 
game. He topped the con-
ference scoring charts while 
averaging 3.0 assists and 4.1 
rebounds per contest.

Defensively,  Johnson 
ranked second in the Big 
West and 18th nationally 
with 2.3 steals per game. 
He set the University of 
California, Davis Division 
I single-season record with 
72 steals and recorded three 
or more steals in 12 games, 
including a six-steal per-
formance against Cal Poly. 
Johnson finished his career 
ranked second in the pro-
gram’s history for steals.

J o h n s o n  b e c a m e 
University of California, 
Davis' all-time leader in 
career free throws made 
(470). Johnson’s 178 free 
throws made this sea-
son rank 15th in the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association and he set a pro-
gram single-game record 
with 18 made free throws. 

He scored double figures 
in 30 of 32 games, explod-
ing for 20 or more points 21 

times, including five 30-point 
performances. Johnson’s 
35-point games against 
Washington and University 
of California, Santa Barbara 
were tied for the fourth most 
by an Aggie since 2005.

Johnson finished his 
senior season tied for third 
on University of California, 
Davis' all-time scoring list 
with 1,694 points, one of 
just 26 Aggies to reach 1,000 
career points. Johnson led the 
Aggies in scoring 26 times 
and in assists 15 times. He 
was the only Big West player 
to rank in the Top Five in 
both scoring and steals.

Johnson earned Oscar 
Robertson National Player of 
the Week honors on Nov. 12 
after opening the season with 
consecutive 30-point games 
and was a two-time Big West 
Player of the Week. 

He was named to the Lou 
Henson Award Mid-Season 
Watch List recognizing 
the nation's top mid-major 
players. 

Johnson’s senior season 
efficiency placed him in rare 
company nationally; he was 
the first qualified player since 
Vanderbilt's Scotty Pippen 
Jr. in 2021-22 to rank in the 
99th percentile in points per 
40 minutes while also rank-
ing in the 95th percentile 
or higher in steals per 40 
minutes.

Johnson and the Lakers 
were set to begin sum-
mer league play on July 
5, after press time, at the 
California Classic, hosted 
by the Golden State Warriors 
at the Chase Center in 
San Francisco. 

Sacramento State Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  - 
Football’s Jackson Slater has been 
named California State University, 
Sacramento’s Male Student-
Athlete of the Year. 

S l a t e r  i s  a  F o o t b a l l 
Championship  Subdivis ion 
Consensus All-American follow-
ing the 2024 season after being 
recognized by the Associated 
Press, Stats Perform and the 
American Football Coaches 
Association. 

Selected by the Tennessee 
Titans in the fifth round (167th 
overall) of the 2025 NFL Draft, 
Slater did not allow a sack during 
the season, started 44 games 
during his career and helped the 
Hornets to a pair of Big Sky titles 
and three National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Football 
Championship Subdivision Playoff 
appearances. 

Slater competed at the Senior 
Bowl where he garnered national 
attention for his play against the 
country’s top players. He later 
attended the NFL Combine and 
produced some of the top athletic 
rankings among offensive linemen.

Other nominees included Luke 
Dugger (golf), named all-Big 
West Conference, competed in 
all 11 tournaments and led the 
team with an average of 71.64 
strokes per round, which ranks 

third in school single-season his-
tory. Dugger had a relative scoring 
average of +0.21 strokes per round 
and had 19 rounds of par or bet-
ter, which ranks second in school 
single-season history. He set the 
school single-season record with 
10 rounds in the 60s, shot 66 in 
the opening round of the Palouse 
Collegiate and Ram Masters for 
his season low. Dugger’s 54-hole 
total of 66-71-67-204 at the Ram 
Masters is the third lowest in 
school history.

Evan Gibbons (baseball) was 
named the Western Athletic 

Conference Pitcher of the Year, 
was the first Hornet to win the 
honor, a first team all-Western 
Athletic Conference selection for 
the first time in his career. He led 
the Western Athletic Conference 
in victories at the end of the 
regular season with a 10-2 over-
all record, ranking ninth in the 
nation. Gibbons had the most 
wins by a Hornet pitcher since 
Austin Root finished 11-3 in 
2018. Gibbons struck out 63 bat-
ters in 88.0 innings and ranks tied 
for seventh on the Hornet career 
wins list with 21.

Miles Grant (track and field) 
became the school’s first Division 
I All-American in the men’s high 
jump. He tied for first place at 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association West First Round after 
clearing a career-best 7-01.50. 
That height is tied for third in 
school history, trailing only marks 
from 1979 and 1980, repeated as 
the Big Sky Outdoor Champion, 
cleared at least 6-11 in five out-
door meets. Grant won the Big 
Sky indoor title for the second 
consecutive season and opened the 
year by setting his indoor personal 

record with 7-02.50 to rank second 
in school history.

Henry Lamchinniah (tennis) 
was unanimously selected first 
team all-Big Sky Conference (sin-
gles) in his first season with the 
Hornets after transferring from 
Southern Mississippi. He played 
at No. 1 in the Hornets’ singles 
lineup all year, owned a 14-5 dual 
singles record (6-2 in the Big 
Sky) and won eight of his final 
10 matches. Lamchinniah had a 
six-match singles winning streak 
from March 5-20 and nine of his 
14 singles wins came in straight 
sets. Fourteen victories were sec-
ond most among all No. 1 players 
in the Big Sky.

Donovan Sessoms (soccer), a 
first team all-Big West Conference 
selection, was only the sixth 
Hornet to earn first team hon-
ors in the Big West in program 
history and the first since 2022. 
As two-time Big West Offensive 
Player of the Week, Sessoms fin-
ished the year with 10 goals (seven 
in conference play) and 20 points 
overall, tying him for ninth on 
the school’s single-season goals 
list and 10th on the single-sea-
son points chart. Sessoms had the 
most goals by a Hornet since 2010 
and the most points by a Hornet 
since 2009. Five of Sessoms’ 10 
goals were game winners and he 
was drafted by the expansion San 
Diego FC in the third round of 
the 2024 MLS SuperDraft. 

Sac State’s Slater Named Student-Athlete of the Year

Sacramento State’s Jackson Slater did not allow a sack during the 2024 season, started 44 games during his 
career and helped the Hornets to a pair of Big Sky titles and three National Collegiate Athletic Association Football 
Championship Subdivision Playoff appearances. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

TY Johnson Signs 
with Lakers

University of California, Davis men's basketball alumnus 
TY Johnson is in the Los Angeles Lakers’ summer league. 
Johnson was previously named to the Lou Henson Award 
Mid-Season Watch List recognizing the nation's top mid-
major players. Photo courtesy of University of California, Davis Athletics

High Quality Development 
at Republic FC Academy

In Las Vegas on June 16, the Sacramento Republic FC Academy’s U13 team wins the international Copa Rayados tournament 
without conceding a goal. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Republic FC Academy

By Seth Henderson

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento Republic 
FC Academy’s U13 team 
won the international Copa 
Rayados tournament in Las 
Vegas on June 16 with-
out conceding a goal , 
ranking first in the Northwest 
Division for quality of play, 
rated at 86.2. 

Quality of play is a 
recently-developed rank-
ing metric for Major League 
Soccer NEXT age groups 
U13 and U14 as of April 2, 
according to a Major League 
Soccer news release. The 
program was piloted for 
the first time in contrast to 
a traditional win-draw-loss 
standing. The quality of play 
metrics is calculated using 
artificial intelligence, run by 
the platform Taka, provid-
ing coaches and players with 
hyper-focused data.

Sacramento Republic FC 
Academy Director Eder 

Quintanilla said that the 
U13 team is a special group, 
taking home the champi-
onship silverware in 2024 
and now this year. The U13 
team recruited more defen-
sive players, Quintanilla 
said, which helps reduce the 
chances of getting scored on 
and the new quality of play 
metrics are a great new tool 
for development.

“Everybody is still learning 
what they consider quality of 
play and which metrics you 
can measure but I think it’s a 
pretty good initiative, looking 
at how we can pay attention 
more to how we’re playing, 
how we’re developing our 
players,” Quintanilla said. 
“More than just winning.” 

Coaches are still asking 
the league questions to clar-
ify what constitutes as a good 
or high-quality play and com-
paring metrics but he sad 
its difficulty in the style of 
play will be better for player 
development in the long run, 

Quintanilla said. 
According to Taka’s web-

site at taka.io, its platform 
uses raw game footage and 
analyzes the game play by 
identifying jersey numbers 
and corresponding value 
to their actions depicted in 
the footage. Highlight reels 
and statistics are automati-
cally populated for coaches 
and players to analyze their 
performance, applying the 
results to their next practice 
or match. 

“The ‘win or lose’ is like 
a tool for development,” 
Quintanilla said. “We obvi-
ously use the competition to 
get better because you need 
to evaluate yourself, you need 
to evaluate your opponents, 
you need to come up with the 
strategies to win the game, to 
score goals, to create census 
but that’s only a tool.”

Quintanilla said the wins 
might help attract some 
recruits but their process is 
to scout the best players in all 

age groups every year.
“We’re trying to bring the 

most talented players in the 
area and that’s not going to 
change, winning or losing,” 
Quintanilla said.

Competition is sparked 
not only within the league 
but also within the acad-
emy teams, Quintanilla said, 
determining team leaders, 
minutes and starters. 

Major League Soccer 
NEXT Technical Director 
Luis Robles said in a news 
release that individual devel-
opment is prioritized over 
competition for the younger 
age groups. 

After the winning season, 
Quintanilla said, many get-to-
gethers take place in the 
off-season, discussing new 
ideas and improvements to 
make the team better. 

“We celebrate but we 
quickly put our head 
down again and work for 
next season,” Quintanilla 
said. 

A's Jacob Wilson Elected Starter
Athletics News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Jacob 
Wilson from the Athletics has been 
elected by the fans as starting short-
stop for the American League in the 
2025 All-Star Game at Atlanta on 
July 15.

Wilson ranks second in the Major 
Leagues with 108 hits and a .339 bat-
ting average, and his 26 strikeouts are 
the fewest in the American League 
and third fewest in the majors among 
qualifiers.  

He received 52% of the vote in 

Phase two of fan voting, beating out 
Royals shortstop Bobby Witt, Jr.  

Wilson is the first rookie short-
stop to be elected by the fans and will 
become the second rookie shortstop 
to start an All-Star Game, along with 
the Orioles Ron Hansen, who started 
both All-Star Games in 1960. He will 
be the first Athletic to start an All-Star 
Game since Josh Donaldson at third 
base in 2014 and the first shortstop 
since Bert Campaneris made three 
straight starts from 1973 to 1975.

Wilson is the early favorite for 
American League Rookie of the Year 

as he leads all Major League rook-
ies in batting, on-base percentage 
(.380), slugging percentage (.473), 
OPS (.853), runs (42), hits and RBI 
(40).  He is on pace to break Socks 
Seybold's Athletics record for bat-
ting average by a rookie (.334 in 
1901) and Hall of Famer Al Simmons' 
record for most hits by a rookie (183 
in 1924).  

The 23-year-old Wilson will be 
the first A's rookie to start an All-
Star Game and will be the youngest 
A's starter in the All-Star Game since 
Vida Blue in 1971. 
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FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882
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Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
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License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-354-8870 OR 916-988-3464
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA 

Serving the Entire Sacramento Area Since 1992
FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

NO JOB TOO SMALL... OR TOO BIG!
Property Managers: We specialize in serving you promptly & completely

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS
Find out what’s happening 

in your local area at...

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

T H E R I V E R VA L L E Y T I M E S . C O M
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WHERE

ARE MADE!

 Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.

Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta  
News Release

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Kiwanis 
Club of Rancho Murieta is hosting a 
unique fine arts fundraiser from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Sunday, July 20 at The Villas 
Clubhouse. Proceeds will benefit both 
the Kiwanis Club and the Sacramento 
Symphonic Winds.

The event will feature original works 
by celebrated Berkeley artist Debbie 
Vinograd, who spent more than 40 years 
exploring a variety of painting styles 
inspired by artists such as Van Gogh, Mark 
Rothko and Leonora Carrington.

Now transitioning into assisted living 
and no longer painting, Vinograd hopes to 
see her artwork find new homes in appre-
ciative households. 

She also takes great joy in knowing 
that her art will support the meaningful 
efforts of Kiwanis and the Sacramento 
Symphonic Winds, which provides qual-
ity musical experiences and supports local 
musicians.

Rancho Murieta residents who attend 
the fundraiser will receive a piece of 
Vinograd’s artwork in exchange for a 
donation, typically between $10 and $20. 

Complimentary treats will be provided 
by The Local Bean Café. � H

Image shows examples of artwork created by Debbie Vinograd that has been donated for a 
fundraiser for the Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta and the Sacramento Symphonic Winds. 
Photo courtesy of Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta

Kiwanis Plans Fine Arts Fundraiser 

Are you familiar with a 
business named Chispa?

No, I’m not talking about 
Chispa Project, the nonprofit 
my daughter Sara founded in 
2015 to establish children’s 
libraries in Honduras. Just 
now, they are working on 
library #100. No small feat 
for their small but powerful 
Honduran team.

But the Chispa I’m refer-
ring to is the #1 Latino dating 
app. According to their web-
site, they are “Fluent in 
Amor.” This Chispa claims 
to have made “the perfect 
dating app for single Latina 
women and single Latino 
men.”

“Chispa” is Spanish for 
“spark,” which is why both 
the dating app and a literacy 
organization chose the name. 
Both organizations are appro-
priately named. After all, 
your love life and the books 
you read can radically light 
up your life and change your 
future.

I only mention Chispa, the 
dating app, because Chispa 
Project, the non-profit, takes 
many misdirected phone calls 
from lovelorn folks asking:

“Why is my account 
blocked?”

“Why isn’t SHE calling 
me?”

“I haven’t found anyone, 
can I get a refund?”

The incredulous part isn’t 
how they find Sara’s num-
ber in the first place, but how 
crazy-certain they are that 
they’ve reached the right 
number -- no matter how 
many times Sara tells them 
otherwise.

She’s tried clarifying her 

opening line to avoid confu-
sion: “Hello, this is Sara at 
Chispa Project, the non-profit 
in Honduras!”

“Hi, I’m trying to access 
my account and…”

“Ooh, so sorry!” Sara says 
in perfect Spanish, “You’ve 
reached Chispa Project, the 
non-profit in Honduras.”

“I really need to get on 
your site ASAP…” insists 
the caller.

“Sorry, we’re not related to 
the Chispa dating app. Wrong 
number.”

They beg her, “Can’t 
you connect me to the right 
person?”

Listening to Sara patiently 
explain – again and again – 
that she’s not tech support for 
a dating app reminds me of 
how often Jesus had to clar-
ify his mission for those who 
misunderstood him. People 
sought a political savior or 
miracle worker, but Jesus 
kept emphasizing a different 
purpose.

Despite all the parables, 
analogies, metaphors, and 
symbols Jesus used, he was 
clear and repetitive about 
one thing in particular—
love—the chispa that lights 
everything else.

When he said to “love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, and mind,” and to 
“love your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:37–39), 
he pointed to the fire that 
kindles true connection, pur-
pose, and transformation.

Like a single chispa that 
can ignite a flame, love sets 
everything in motion—
whether it’s changing a life 
through a children’s book, 
finding a life partner, or 
growing closer to God by fol-
lowing Jesus’ example.

To be clear, this colum-
nist does not endorse the 
dating app in question. I’m 
already locked into a lifetime 
subscription with my wife, 
Becky.

It’s not the fleeting spark 

of romance I’m looking for, 
but a different kind of spark: 
one that ignites compassion, 
healing, and humility. These 
days, I find myself affirm-
ing the love that kindles true 
connection, purpose, and 
transformation – like Jesus 
taught.

How can we all become 
more fluent in the amor that 
demonstrates empathy? An 
amor that humbles us across 
differences?

In Greek, this type of amor 
is described as agape—a love 
that is unconditional, selfless, 
sacrificial. It’s the choice to 
love regardless of circum-
stances or feelings.

In English, i t  might 
seem that Chispa, the app, 
and Chispa Project, the 
non-profit, offer the same 
thing—a spark of love. Make 
no mistake, both are import-
ant and necessary, but they 
are different.

Chispa, the app, offers 
a chance at romantic love. 
Chispa Project, the non-
profit, encourages the agape 
love for our neighbors.

I keep telling Sara that 
she should charge a mini-
mum donation for each of the 
crisscrossed Chispa calls she 
gets, but she always mutters 
something about honesty and 
goofy dad ideas.

But now the choice is 
yours—what will you do 
to spark agape in whatever 
Chispa you end up calling? 
What chispa will you ignite 
in your community?

Sign up to receive this 
weekly column in your email 
box at https://thechaplain.
net/newsletter/ or send me 
your email address to com-
ment@thechaplain.net. 

All of Norris’s books can 
be ordered on Amazon. 
Autographed copies can be 
obtained on his website www.
thechaplain.net or bysending 
a check for $20 for each book 
to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite 
6643 Auburn, CA 95602. 

Chaplain Offers ...... Dating Advice?

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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