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Musical Merriment
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

How can you forget a name like 
Zach? He’s certainly one of a 
kind and, as an Auburn resi-

dent, has been entertaining in the 
area for quite some time.  If you’d 
like to enjoy his tribute to The 
Beach Boys, he’ll be performing at 
the Gladys E. Kelly Library in Web-
ster on Thursday, August 7, at 6:30 
p.m.  Check him out and enjoy his 
entertainment.  Is it a coincidence 
that he once opened for The Beach 
Boys when they played at Mead-
owbrook Farm (now known as the 
BankNH Pavilion) in Gilford New 
Hampshire?  And here he is over 
15 years later playing their fun-in-
the-sun style.

Zach’s originally from the Lakes 
Region of New Hampshire and 
began his interest in dance and 
theater at a young age while also 
learning xylophone and drums 
in fifth grade.  A few years later 
in high school he took up guitar. 
He and his buddies had their own 
band calling themselves Mahi 
Mahi. “Thank goodness this was 
before TikTok and other social 
media,” laughed Zach, “or I would 
be busy tracking down any videos 
of us so I could remove them! It’s 
okay that our performances are lost 
to time.”  

After enjoying musical theater 
in high school, Zach began his solo 
guitar career and went semi-pro-
fessional. This is when he opened 
for The Beach Boys in New Hamp-

shire. He sang a program of cover 
songs and his own originals. While 
furthering his education at Keene 
New Hampshire State College, he 
and his buds formed the Affir-
mative Jackson Band and played 
plenty of gigs on campus, but he’s 
been solo for quite a few years 
now. At Keene State, he obtained 
his American Studies Degree cum 
laude with an emphasis on history 
and cultural analysis. He also won 
the Robin Dizard American Stud-
ies Award by unanimous depart-
ment vote.

“After college, I stayed in Keene 
and began a public access TV 
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Oxford Receives $206,000 
Blighted Property Grant and 2025 
Community Greening Award
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Tony Sousa, Assistant Town 
Manager advises that Oxford 
Town Manager Jen Callahan 

recently announced that Oxford is 
the recipient of a state Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness grant 
award of $206,000 to restore a 
blighted property into a pocket 
park. Additionally, the Worcester 
County Horticultural Society 
recognized the town of Oxford 
with its 2025 Community Green-
ing Award, honoring their Grow 
Native for Pollinators Campaign 
which took place at the New Eng-
land Botanic Garden at Tower Hill.  
The award celebrated municipal 
efforts to enhance environmental 
stewardship, engage the public, 
and promote sustainable horticul-
tural practices. Oxford’s campaign 
has transformed local landscape, 
both literally and figuratively, by 
encouraging residents, businesses, 
and civic groups to convert tradi-
tional lawns and hardscapes into 
native plant habitats. At the heart 
of the campaign is a community-
wide challenge to plant one acre of 
pollinator-friendly native habitat, 
a goal that is already halfway 
met with over 20,000 square feet 

planted to date. 
“This award is a testament to 

the power of community-driven 
stewardship. From our students 
to our seniors, Oxford residents 
have embraced the Grow Native 
for Pollinators Campaign with 
purpose and pride. Together, we 
have shown that small changes 
in our yards and neighborhoods 
can create lasting impacts for our 
environment and future genera-
tions,” stated Town Manager Cal-
lahan, “Through a creative mix of 
public events, school partnerships, 
civic engagement, and municipal 
infrastructure improvements, the 
initiative has brought environmen-
tal education and action to every 
corner of town. From low-mow 
zones and rain gardens to bee 
houses made by schoolchildren, 
Oxford’s approach combines sci-
ence, sustainability, and shared 
civic pride.”

Highlights of the campaign 
include Celebrate Pollinators Day, 
educational festivals, and outreach 
booths at community events; 
youth participation through the 
Girl Scouts, National Honor 
Society, Worcester State University 
interns, and public-school art pro-
grams; distribution of hundreds 
of native plants, garden kits, and 

sunflower seed packets; creation of 
rain gardens, low-mow zones, and 
expanded stormwater education 
initiatives; and engagement of 80+ 
volunteers and 30+ local partners.

The Summer Bandstand Con-
cert Series continues through the 
summer at Joslin Park on Sundays 
with music from the East West 
Trio on July 27; Reminisants 
on August 3; Rock Blockerz on 
August 10; East Woodstock Cornet 
Bank on August 17; and Double 
Shot on August 24. July and 
August concerts are held from 3-5 
p.m. and are funded through the 
Janet Malser Humanities Trust. 

The town is also still looking 
for a Conservation Commission 
volunteer. The Conservation Com-
mission protects wetlands in the 
town by administering the Massa-
chusetts Wetlands Protect Act and 
the town of Oxford Stormwater 
Management By-Laws Chapters 
66 and 67. The Commission also 
provides assistance to other town 
boards and departments regarding 
natural resource protection. The 
Commission generally meets on 
the first and third Wednesday of 
each month to hold public hear-
ings for proposed projects falling 
under their jurisdiction. 

One Room School House Opens 
in Oxford
An idea so old, it’s new again
BY PATTY ROY

Patti Benvenuti and Gina 
Furmanick are a mother/
daughter team of educators 

who are launching a new school 
housed in Oxford’s Zion Luther-
an Church. Called the Freedom 
Academy, it will be an updated 
version of the one-room school-
house with students from ages 
4 – 7 years attending for the first 
year. As students grow older, ad-
ditional years will be added on, 
so no one ages out of the school.

Gina was a five year veteran of 
the Auburn public school system, 
teaching first grade, when the 

idea to open her own school hit 
her.

“Last year, I just didn’t feel the 
passion that I had felt. And then 
I thought there was so much 
about schools as they are that I 
didn’t agree with and I didn’t like 
and that I knew could be better,” 
she said.

As she listened to a podcast 
one day, an ad came on for a con-
ference in Florida called Turning 
Point Academy for teachers who 
were tired of the usual, constric-
tive public school routine.

“I sent it to my mom and said, 
“I think this is something we 
should go to,” Gina related. 

So Patti, a former nursery 
school teacher, joined her daugh-
ter on the trip and they found it 
to be an “incredible” experience.

“That kind of sparked this 
whole thing,” Gina said. The pair 
have a warm and friendly aura, 
and a real enthusiasm for early 
learning and a respect for child-
hood.

Next, Patti learned of a one-
room school house in Virginia 
that was literally created out of 
a carport. Kids were all different 
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Tom Hansen 
& Ted Goulet

ages and they did academics in 
the morning and did homestead-
ing-type activities in the after-
noon. It was very hands-on with 
animals and farm-style care.

So, it was off to another semi-
nar where the woman who led it 
was a public school teacher with 
30 years’ experience and a similar 
sense of frustration.

Gina and Patti came back 
loaded with enthusiasm for the 
school project; they got their 
spouses on board and sprang into 
action finding and furnishing a 

space.
The initial spur
The initial motivation driving 

Gina was the student conduct she 
was dealing with every day.

“I was seeing the behaviors 
in school and how much time 
the kids are spending sitting at a 
desk. Not actually doing much of 
anything,” she said.

Gina was convinced there were 
better ways to run a classroom. 
Though she had only 18 students, 
it felt more like 50.

“My job ended up being a 
behavior manager because I 
wasn’t doing much teaching,” she 
said. “I had kids throw chairs at 

me, I was chasing kids down the 
hallway, evacuating my classroom 
because the kids were so violent.”

Things can get choked up 
between teachers and administra-
tion, too, where it’s hard to get 
problems addressed in a concrete 
way.

“I just think that kids deserve 
so much more,” Gina said.

Freedom Academy Motto
If the Freedom Academy could 

be defined by a single motto, it 
would be “Long Live Childhood.” 

“I have watched the system 
fail to protect the innocence of 
children and accept violent and 
disruptive behaviors in the name 

of inclusion and building resis-
tance, Gina states in an enroll-
ment form.

Freedom Academy was born 
from a deep longing for a return 
to faith, family, character and 
curiosity. There is a move across 

the country for these hands-on, 
smaller schools, Patti said.

The academics will focus on 

SCHOOL HOUSE
continued on page 3 

Patti Benvenuti and Gina Furmanick are opening a one-room school called the Freedom 
Academy.
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show,” said Zach, “I also began 
filming comic sketches and music 
videos.” He was picked up by an 
Australian TV station where his 
videos still play. “Public access 
gave me great insight into these 
types of TV stations,” he said, “but 
then COVID came along and put 
many videos on hold.” 

He is a current member of 
ASCAP (American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publish-
ers) and also of BMI (Broadcast 
Music, Inc) that represents song-
writers, composers, and music 
publishers. 

Today, his main employment is 
working at a Marlborough public 
access TV station and as a Youth 
Coordinator assisting middle 
school reporters with their show 
interviewing members of the local 

community. He is also involved in 
a Marlborough acting camp where 
his students rehearse and then 
hold a screening night for the film-
ing of their finished product. He 
has a sci-fi comedy movie called 
The Hay Man on TUBI television 
which can be accessed at fawe-
some.tv/movies/10649421/the.
hay.man and has also performed 
family concerts at the Auburn 
Public Library as well as in the 
towns of Hamilton, Wenham, 
Lexington, Southwick, Ludlow and 
Northborough; he also released 
a Greatest Hits Collection of 
his 20 years in music which can 
be heard at youtube/qfV-CbF 
C6M?feature=shared .

  “I have a friend, Dave Allen, 
who is also involved with some of 
my videos and we liken ourselves 
to Abbott & Costello, the comedy 
duo who were famous during the 
1940’s and 1950’s,” he said.

Zach very much enjoys per-

forming live while playing for 
many libraries and senior cen-
ters. His music encompasses The 
Beatles, Motown, and, of course, 
The Beach Boys along with hits 
from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. He 
has written two children’s books 
which can be found on Amazon 
and Kindle: “Atticus the Elf ” and 
“Betsy Robin.”

He’s certainly a showman keep-
ing himself right up front enjoying 
live performances and making his 
audience laugh and dance.  Check 
out Melodious Zach at https://
melodiouszach2.wixsite.com/me-
lodiouszach  .  Zach is currently 
working on a script for his next 
movie and will be hosting a late-
night family show to be viewed on 
YouTube. 

Zach can be reached at melodi-
ouszach@gmail.com     

BENTON
continued from page 1

foundations in reading, writing, 
and math with a strong phonics-
based curriculum.

Little kids love being with the 
older ones, Patti said.

The school will be focused 
around work stations, with 
instruction based on ability level 
rather than age. This removes the 

limitations of grade levels being 
completed in one academic year.

The classroom space is filled 
with the child-sized tables, chairs, 
backpack stations and boot trays. 

Students will enjoy lunch at a 
large shared dining table, practice 
manners, chat, and take part in 
cleaning up to help build a sense 
of community. 

After lunch, it’s time to head 
outdoors to apply what the kids 

have learned. Daily activities 
can include caring for a garden, 
exploring, preserving food, and 
learning to care for animals at 
some point in the (hopefully) 
near future.

There will also be time for 
open-ended play, the true work 
of childhood, where children use 
their imaginations, bond with 
each other and make memories.

The arts, music, physical edu-

cation, science and social studies 
are incorporated into the hands-
on, project-based curriculum. 

Throughout everything, 
Gina and Patti want to keep the 
emphasis on routine, kindness, 
independence and responsibility. 
They hope to open with 15 – 20 
students and grow from there.

Open houses will be held from 
9-11 a.m. and 5-7 p.m. on July 
30 and 9-11 a.m. and 5-7 p.m. 

on August 6 at 70 Main Street 
Oxford (inside Zion Lutheran 
Church.)

Check out FreedomAcad-
emyMA.com, on Instagram.
com@FreedomAcademy_MA 
or facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61577115601887#

SCHOOL HOUSE
continued from page 2
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A Prominent Local Building  Bears a Prominent Local Name 
BY HELEN POIRIER

When towns were formed 
and the roadways were 
being laid out, it was not 

uncommon to name a road after a 
person of importance to the town. 
Even better, some buildings were 
named to commemorate a person 
and what they had done for the 
town. In Auburn there are two 
roads, and a building named after 
the Merriam family. The streets 
came first and can be found on 
what was originally part of the 400 
acres at Oxford gore where the 
Merriams lived in 1728. Several 
generations of the Merriam Fam-
ily resided in this area of town 
on Merriam Street and Merriam 
Terrace which are off Bryn Mawr 
Avenue. 

The Merriam family migrated 
from Hadlow, County Kent, Eng-
land where William Merriam was a 
clothier. William’s three sons sailed 
on the ship, Castle in 1638 to Mas-
sachusetts where Joseph eventually 
settled in Concord. A descendant 
of Joseph and Dorothy (Brooks), 
Josiah and his son, Josiah Jr. aided 
the cause in Concord by being part 
of the Captain Joseph Hosmer’s 
company of Minutemen, as mem-
bers of the committee to inspect 
the Minute Men, and members of 
the Committee of Correspondence 
for Concord from 1778-1782, and 
a delegate to the State Convention. 

The Oxford North Gore, that 
was annexed for Auburn, com-
prised 738 acres, laying between 
the north line of Oxford, as it then 
existed, and the Leicester south 

line. Around 1785 James Merriam 
built a simple Cape style farm-
house on the site that was original-
ly part of the “County Gore” which 
fell between Worcester, Leicester 
and Oxford. James built the house 
after he purchased the land from 
Thomas Gleason in 1783. The 
Merriam and Gleason families sold 
the house back and forth for about 
100 years until it passed out of the 
family. That house is located at 36 
Merriam Street.  In 1838, Ebenezer 
Jr. married Clarissa Cummings 
of Vermont and moved from 
Vermont to Auburn bringing along 
their children Leander and Lucy. 

In 1852, Leander enrolled in 
the military for Oxford according 
to his vital records. By the 1860 
census he was listed as a miller and 
living on Central Street. The family 
moved to Millbury by 1865 when 
the census listed Leander as work-
ing at a sawmill. In 1874 he was 
making deliveries with a team and 
wagon, which were stolen when 
Leander left them for a short time 
on the road in Millbury. The team 
was found in Hubbardston the next 
day and the culprit was arrested. 

Another news article in the 
Worcester Daily Spy, told how 
Leander and his mother were rid-
ing on Millbury Street and were 
run into by a double team which 

damaged Leander’s wagon and har-
ness. It was a hit-and-run and the 
offending driver was never found. 

The Merriams were living in 
Auburn when Leander’s father, Eb-
enezer, died in 1891. His mother, 
Clarissa, was living with her 
daughter Lucy in Worcester when 
she died in 1903 at the age of 97. 
Between 1870 and 1900 the Mer-
riam family cannot be found in the 
state census, but in the 1900 census 
Leander was listed as 66 years old 
and living at 16 Central Street. 
Through the years he worked as a 
butter salesman for a local creamer 
and a produce dealer. It also 
seemed that he supplemented his 
income with taking in boarders.

In 1910, Leander donated $8000 
to the town of Auburn so that a 
public library could be built. The 
dedication of the Merriam library 
was held on June 27, 1911. Leander 
wanted the building to be in 
memory of his parents and sister. 
It was built on the original Mell-
ish homestead. In the dedication 
speech given by Reverend William 
Streeter, a cousin of Leander, it was 
said, ”the brick and the stone of 
this building represents three vital 
principles of the life of the donor. 

Love of the town, love for kindred, 
love for humanity……. a gift to the 
town of Auburn to perpetuate the 
name of Merriam and to live in the 
lives of a future generations as an 
elevating influence.”

Leander became a trustee of the 
library from 1913 through 1924. 
There was evidence that Leander 
was involved with town politics 
as it was stated in an article on 
May 17, 1913, that he had been a 
Republican all his life and he was 
listed in the Republican caucus 
posting for January 1921. He was 
mentioned in another article that 
same year regarding the Grange 
and how Leander’s father was 
one of the members who helped 
plant the maple trees around the 
town common. The news article 
mentioned  that Leander had his 
great grandfather’s knife which he 
carried during the Revolutionary 
War.  

In his will, Leander left the town 
$5000 with the stipulation that the 
principals be safely invested and 
the income used for maintenance 
of the library in such manner as its 
trustees or director may determine. 
Leander was an avid reader and 
collector of vintage books, and his 
way of passing on his love of read-
ing was to build the library so the 
town could enjoy his passion.

In the next installment the 
longest tenured librarian director, 
Mona Adshead, will be the point of 
interest. This article is made pos-
sible by the Auburn Historical So-
ciety & Museum, 41 South Street. 
The museum is open Tuesday and 
Saturday mornings 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and may be reached at 
auburnmuseum@verizon.net, 508-
832-6856 or auburnhistoricalmu-
seum.org. You can also follow us 
on Facebook at Auburn Historical.

Leander Merriam endowed the Auburn 
Public LIbrary
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Local Girl Named 
National and 
International 
AAU Champ
Gabby Amato, 13, of Oxford has been having great success in 

local, national and now international karate competitions. 
A junior class first degree black belt, Gabby recently 

took a Gold 
medal in long 
(weapons) 
Kobudo at the 
AAU Nation-
als in Florida. 
She also won 
a Silver medal 
in short Ko-
budo.   In the 
long weapons, 
Gabby used a 
bo staff and in 
the short, she 
wielded a sai, 
the trident-like 
triple dagger. 

She also won 
a Gold medal 
and was named 
World Cham-
pion at the 
WUKF Worlds 
in Sweden in 
Long Kobudo.

Gabby has 
been training since age 4 at her parents’ dojo Bushi Karate Club 
in Oxford.

Gabby Amato with her gold medal from the WUKF Interna-
tional Competition in Sweden. Photo submitted

Worcester State University Gets a 
Boost from Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank, a com-

munity bank with locations 
throughout Central Mas-

sachusetts, is donating $15,000 
a year for the next three years, 
a total contribution of $45,000, 
to Worcester State University’s 
STEM Connections program.

The gift continues Cornerstone 
Bank’s generous multi-year sup-
port of various STEM initiatives at 
Worcester State.

“This donation is personal 
for me,” said Cornerstone Bank 
President Randy Webber, who 
graduated from Worcester State 
University with a B.A. in busi-
ness administration and sits on 
the board of the Worcester State 
Foundation, a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to advancing the 
mission of the university. “I cher-
ish my time spent at Worcester 
State, and I’m proud to be able to 
support the academic endeavors 
of students there now.”

The university’s STEM Connec-
tions program focuses on engag-
ing junior and senior high school 
students from Worcester public 
high schools in fun and informa-
tive hands-on laboratory and data 
analysis projects at the Worcester 
State campus. Professors from 
chemistry, biology and environ-
mental science lead the program, 
and a Worcester State student 
serves as the teaching assistant. 
The participants take field trips, 
hear from local experts, and par-
ticipate in a variety of learning ac-
tivities to encourage a love for sci-
ence. The program also introduces 
pathways to higher education in 
STEM fields. Students gain valu-
able knowledge and skills about 
navigating the college application 
process through presentations by 
the university’s admissions and 
financial aid teams.

The program is one of the uni-
versity’s signature summer educa-

tional programs, said Worcester 
State Vice President for University 
Advancement Tom McNamara, 
adding, “The Cornerstone STEM 
Connections program has a 
tremendous impact on students 
by igniting their enthusiasm for 
science, building confidence, 
and enabling them to envision a 
future college education in STEM. 
We are tremendously grateful to 
Cornerstone Bank for providing 
this multiyear support. This gift 
represents an important invest-
ment in the future workforce for 
our region.”

“I hope this donation helps 
open doors for students the way 
Worcester State helped me build a 
strong foundation for a rewarding 

career at Cornerstone Bank,” said 
Webber. “The future is bright.”

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed 

in 2017, born of a long history 
of supporting the community, 
and providing a strong founda-
tion to help people and busi-
nesses thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the highest 
level of service and expertise 
for individuals, businesses, and 
community organizations with 
branch locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts.

bankHometown promotes Likes to 
Learning and Development Officer
bankHometown recently an-

nounced that Alexandra Likes 
has been promoted to learning 

and development officer, based at 
its 182 Main St., Putnam, Con-
necticut office.

Likes, of Dudley, has 12 years 
of experience in banking. She 
rejoined bankHometown in 2018 
as learning and development 
specialist, was promoted in 2021 to 

senior learning and development 
specialist, and then promoted to 
learning and development manager 
in 2022. As learning and develop-
ment officer, she will manage a 
team of learning and development 
specialists across the Hometown 
Financial Group family of banks, 
which includes bankESB, bank-
Hometown, North Shore Bank and 
Abington Bank, a division of North 

Shore Bank. She will travel across 
the Hometown Financial Group 
footprint to provide training and 
staff support.

Likes earned an associate’s 
degree in business administration 
from Cambridge College, and is 
currently working toward a bach-
elor’s degree in business adminis-
tration from Nichols College.



6  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • July 25, 2025

ETIQUETTE EXPRESS

Making Everyday Interactions Better
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE
Etiquette & Leadership Coach 
helping people show up with confi-
dence, kindness and credibility.

Etiquette is not complicated, 
it’s thoughtful, inten-
tional, and simple.  When 

practiced with sincerity, it 
builds confidence, strengthens 
communication, and creates 
meaningful connections in 
every setting, both personal 
and professional.  It’s less about 
rigid rules and more about 
showing respect.  Etiquette 
is reflected in how you carry 
yourself, how you treat others, 
and how you make people feel 

in your presence.  When you 
lead with kindness and self-
awareness, people notice—and 
remember.

Q. What’s the best way to 
recover when I forget 
someone’s name—espe-

cially if we have met before?

A. Be sincere and own it 
with grace. Say, “I’m so 
sorry—I know we have 

met before, but I’m blanking on 
your name.  Would you remind 
me?” A warm, honest approach 
is far better than pretending.  
Acknowledging the familiar-
ity shows respect—and most 

people will appreciate your 
sincerity.

Q. Everyone’s on their 
phone at dinner.  Is it 
really that rude if I am 

too?

A. Yes—this is still rude, 
even if everyone else 
is doing it.  Using your 

phone at the table sends the 
message that your company is 
less important than your screen.  
If you are expecting something 
urgent, let others know ahead 
of time.  Otherwise, give your 
full attention to the people in 
front of you.  Connection starts 
with presence.

Q. Being back at the office, 
even with headphones 
on, my coworkers chime 

in from across the cubicle 
during my conversations, even 
when it doesn’t involve them.  

How can I ask them to stop 
without sounding rude?

A. Try this:
“I appreciate your 

interest, but you’re only 
hearing part of the conversa-
tion.  I would really appreciate 
a bit of privacy, it helps me stay 
focused and respectful of the 
person I am speaking with.”

This is direct, professional, 
and kind.  Boundaries aren’t 
rude, they are necessary.  And 
sometimes, even well-mean-
ing coworkers need a gentle 
reminder to stay in their own 
lane.

ETIQUETTE TIP OF THE WEEK:
Confidence is quiet. Con-

sideration speaks louder. True 
polish isn’t loud or flashy—it’s 
in how you hold a door, pause 
to listen, offer a genuine thank 
you… or simply share a warm 

smile. Master the small things, 
and the big moments will fol-
low.

Have a situation you’d like 
help with?  Write in or email-
info@investinuma.com and 
your question may be featured 
in a future column.  Let’s build 
a kinder, more respectful world, 
one interaction at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is a certi-
fied etiquette and leadership 
coach who helps people show 
up with confidence, kindness, 
and credibility.  At Invest in You 
(www.investinuma.com), she 
shares practical tools to make ev-
eryday moments more thought-
ful and meaningful—whether at 
work, at home, or right here in 
the community.

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

• Subs • Wraps • Wings • Salads 
• Burgers • Kid’s Menu 
• Seafood • Whole Lot More

CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!

$100 OFF
Any Sub
or  Wrap

Not to be combined wih 
other offers. Exp. 8/31/25

$100 OFF
Any Wing 

Order
Not to be combined wih 

other offers. Exp. 8/31/25

$100 OFF
Any 

Salad
Not to be combined wih 

other offers. Exp. 8/31/25

Summertime Fun at the Auburn 
Historical Museum

Twice weekly through August 12 the Auburn Historical Society & Museum will be offering a children’s craft 
program every Tuesday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m..  Each week will have a different theme based 
around books and writing. Children visiting the museum will also get a free book to take home and share. 

July 26 Learn to write with brass tip pen and ink
July 29 & Aug. 2 Learn to make a leather-bound journal
Aug. 5 & Aug. 9 Make your own book/story
Aug. 12 Choose your project from previous weeks.

Also, this summer, the museum will be open in the evening on  August 15 from 6-8:30 p.m. for tours, geneal-
ogy help, and research, all free of charge. 

Lastly, the Parking Lot Craft Fair will take place on Saturday August 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Rain or 
Shine. Vendors are welcome to contact the Auburn Historical Society & Museum at  auburn,museum@verizon.
net  for more information or to reserve a space for $15. 

This article is made possible by the Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41 South Street. The museum is 
open Tuesday and Saturday mornings 9:30-12:30 and may be reached at auburnmuseum@verizon.net or 508-
832-6856, www.auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or follow us on Facebook at Auburn Historical.                    

- Helen Poirier
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Ever wonder 
what a new 

kitchen would 
look like? 

Email me your 
measurements 
and “Want List.” 

I will do one 
colored

 rendering 
and email 

back to you. 
Offer good til 

August 31, 2025

CABINET 
DEPOT

marscott.cabinet
depot@gmail.com

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Auburn and the American Revolutionary War
The History of Privates Daniel Dodge, Robert Fitts & Abel Partridge
BY HELEN POIRIER

Just prior to the publication 
of a previous article on Col. 
Jonah Goulding a Minuteman 

Burial Marker was installed and 
dedicated to the four men who 
fought in the Revolutionary War 
for the town and are interred at 
the West Auburn Burial Ground. 
Jonah got most of the attention 
being an officer and an important 
family name in town, but the 
other Patriots were just as im-
portant to the war effort. Besides 
Jonah, Privates Daniel Dodge and 
Robert Fitts answered the alarm 
on April 19, 1775. Private Abel 
Partridge joined a few years later.

Daniel Dodge was born on De-
cember 14, 1760, in Dudley and 
died August 21, 1827, in (Ward) 
Auburn. He married Elizabeth 
Parsons on January 26, 1785  in 
Ward. Elizabeth was born in 
Palmer July 27, 1765. She died 
March 5, 1834  in Auburn. They 
had one child named Betsey who 
was born November 27, 1790 in 
Auburn. She married John Gates 
Barnard and had five children. 
Betsy died April 23, 1875 in 
Auburn. 

As for Dodge’s military record, 
he was listed in Capt. Peter Co-
burn’s Company and served with 
the 11th Massachusetts Bay Pro-
vincial Regiment (1775) for eight 
months. This regiment served in 
the Siege of Boston until it was 
disbanded.  Capt. Coburn com-
manded a Dracut Company and 
led them to Lexington on April 
19, 1775. Dodgel subsequently 
enlisted on June 26, 1778, for one 
year starting January 1, in Capt. 
Samuel Lamb’s Company, under 
Col. Nathaniel Wade’s Regiment, 
and served in Rhode Island. 

In 1785 Dodge served the town 
as a hogreever; he answered calls 
about hogs that got into people’s 
gardens.  Dodge’s family descen-
dants seemed to have remained 
in Auburn well into the 1920s. 

Robert Fitts was born in Sutton 
on March 27, 1757. According to 
the family story, he lived much of 
his early life with his uncle Abra-
ham Fitts who was one of the 
founding families of this town.  
When Robert Fitts was a teenag-
er, he became his uncle’s substi-
tute in the Revolutionary War. 
He was a private in Capt. John 
Crowl’s company of Minutemen 
who marched with Col. Ebenezer 
Learned’s regiment out of Oxford. 
He marched on the alarm of April 
19, 1775, and served 10 days. It 
also seems that he appeared on a 
list of field officers on the return 
of Capt. William Campbell’s com-
pany dated Oct. 7, 1775.

When Fitts married Phebe 
Patch on August 25, 1778 in Ox-
ford he had only the clothes on 
his back as the family story con-
tinues.  Phebe was born May 2, 
1759 in Wenham and she died in 
1842. Her parents were Andrew 
and Anna Dodge. Robert and 
Phebe reared 11 children. Robert 
died in 1831. His tombstone 
reads: “The sweet remembrance 
of the just, shall flourish when 
they sleep in the dust.”

Abel Partridge was born in 
1765 in Medfield, the son of Abel 
and Hannah (Cheyney) Par-
tridge. He died October 28, 1826, 
in Ward. In 1801, he married 
Sarah Stearnes of Medfield. They 
had two daughters, Betsey, who 
was born in 1802 and married 
Isaac Willard, and Polly, born in 
1804. According to the 1810 cen-
sus four people were living in his 
house, one adult female over 44 
and two female children under 10 
years. The family doesn’t seem to 
appear in the 1820 town census.

Private Partridge enlisted for 
the town of Ward, June 25, 1779, 

in Capt. Cole’s Company, Col. 
Denn’s regiment, for 9 months. 
From February 20 - December 
31, 1780, he was part of Capt. 
Wade’s Company, Colonel 
Michael Jackson’s 8th regiment. 
Continental Army. In a descrip-
tive list dated January. 7, 1781; 
Capt. Abner Wade’s company, 

Col. Michael Jackson’s 8th regi-
ment roll listed Partiridge as 17 
years old, 5 feet, 7inches. Com-
plexion light, hair light, resident 
of Ward, enlisted February 20 by 
Lieut. Bancroft at West Point dur-
ing the war. 

He participated in Shays’ 
Rebellion (1786-87) as a Lieuten-
ant in Capt. Jonah Goulding’s 
company of Regulators. Though 
there was a warrant issued for 
him, Partridge somehow man-
aged to avoid arrest until the 
collapse of the rebellion. In 1787, 
special town meetings were held 
to address the General Court, 
the Governor and Council 
and Major-General Lincoln of 
Worcester on the behalf of all the 
men convicted of treason and 
sentenced to hang for their part 
in the rebellion. Partridge did 
petition the General Court for a 
pardon on February 7, 1787, and 
was released on bail in March. 
Patridge had to pay a fine of 100 
pounds to the state, and “recog-
nize in 300 pounds to keep the 
peace for 5 years.”  So, he had to 
behave or lose his money. 

It also seemed that Partridge 
had his pension under an act of 

the House of Representatives 
on March 18, 1818, but it had 
been suspended in May of 1820. 
He had U.S. Secretary of State 
John Quincy Adams bring to the 
House of Representative a peti-
tion from Partridge for a con-
tinuation of the pension granted 
him under the act of the March 
18, 1818. The petition was sent to 
the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. His annual allowance 
was $96, and he had received 
$181 by 1820. No record was 
found as to whether he got his 
pension reinstated. Abel re-
mained in Auburn until his death 
in 1826. 

Future articles will look at the 
Revolutionary War soldiers bur-
ied in the Center Burial Ground 
next to the First Congregational 
Church.

This article is made possible 
by the Auburn Historical Society 
& Museum, 41 South Street. The 
museum is open Tuesday and Sat-
urday mornings 9:30-12:30 and 
may be reached at auburnmuse-
um@verizon.net or 508-832-6856 
and auburnhistoricalmuseum.
org   or follow us on Facebook at 
Auburn Historical.
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 855-595-2227
to schedule your free quote!

ENROLL 
NOW

2025-26
GRADES PREK-12

WE’VE MOVED! 
OUR NEW ADDRESS IS
90 BRYN MAWR AVE.
AUBURN, MA 01505

ABOUT US
Gateways Academy is an 
intentionally small and
purposefully designed
micro school. In our school,
every learner is known 
personally and empowered
to learn and grow.
 •GROW
 •ACHIEVE
 •THINK
 •EXPLORE
 •WONDER
 •APPLY
 •YOUTH
 •SERVE

WE OFFER:

CONTACT US:
INFO@GATEWAYSACADEMY.ORG
WWW.GATEWAYSACADEMY.ORG

MORE INFORMATION

    508-523-9406

    90 BRYN MAWR AVE.
    AUBURN, MA 01501

MassBay Community College 
Noted Students

The following local residents 
have been named to the MassBay 
Community College President’s 
List, earning this academic honor 
for the Spring 2025 semester.

• Lisa Sage of Auburn, who stud-
ies General Studies:Math

• Samantha Keeler of Auburn, 
who studies Liberal Arts: Political 
Science

To be eligible for the MassBay 
President’s List, students must be 
enrolled in 12 or more college-level 
credits, achieve a 3.7 grade-point 
average or higher, and be in good 
standing with the College.

The following residents have 
been named to the MassBay Com-
munity College Dean›s List, earn-
ing this academic honor for the 

Spring 2025 semester.
• Benjamin Osterman of Au-

burn, who studies Nursing
• Terrence Walsh of Oxford, who 

studies Computer Aided Design
• Matthew Frappier of Oxford, 

who studies Computer Informa-
tion Systems

• Kamryn Fogg of Oxford, who 
studies Liberal Arts

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, please contact 
Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784

or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Print & DeliverPrint & Deliver
We Print and Deliver your inserts. 

Perfect for Big Events, Coupons, Menus and More!
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• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOOR EVENT

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE 
PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS TOLL

FREE 866-359-1799
Offer Ends 8/31  Call to schedule your FREE consultation.

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/
patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period 
expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. 
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement 
companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

Southwick’s Zoo announces birth of three cheetah cubs
Southwick’s Zoo is thrilled 

to announce the birth of  three 
cheetah cubs, a significant 

milestone for the zoo and its 
animal care team. Born in 
early May to Nya, a female 

cheetah from Southwick’s 
Zoo and part of  the Zoo As-
sociation of  America’s (ZAA) 
Animal Management Program 
(AMP), the cubs are healthy 
and thriving under expert care.

Shortly after giving birth, 
Nya experienced complica-
tions and rejected the cubs in 
her litter. Female Cheetahs are 
generally good mothers, even 
though only 5% of  cheetah 
cubs reach adulthood in the 
wild. While rejecting cubs is 
not typical, it is not an uncom-
mon behavior for first-time 
cheetah mothers. To ensure 
the cubs’ survival and well-
being, Southwick’s experienced 
animal care staff stepped in to 
raise them behind the scenes, 
providing round-the-clock 
feeding, monitoring, and sup-
port for their social develop-
ment.

“These cubs are already 
showing off their energy 
and personality,” said Bet-
sey Brewer, Executive Vice 
President of  Southwick’s Zoo 
and Board Chair for ZAA. 
“They’ve kept our team on 
their toes, and it’s been a joy to 

watch them grow and explore 
each day. The work our team 
has done to care for these cubs 
is nothing short of  extraordi-
nary.”

Over the summer months, 
they will move into the cheetah 
habitat for public view, where 
guests can watch as they con-
tinue to develop. 

Cheetahs are listed as Vul-
nerable by the International 
Union for Conservation of  Na-
ture (IUCN), with fewer than 
7,000 individuals remaining 
in the wild. Through its par-
ticipation in the ZAA’s AMP, 
which focuses on population 
management and species sus-
tainability, Southwick’s Zoo 
plays an important role in the 

conservation of  this iconic spe-
cies.

“These cubs represent more 
than just an exciting moment 
for the zoo,” Brewer added. 
“They’re part of  a larger pur-
pose—to help secure the future 
of  a species that’s facing real 
challenges in the wild. At the 
same time, they allow us to 
inspire the next generation of  
advocates.”

Southwick’s Zoo will con-
tinue to share updates on the 
cubs, including names, photos, 
and videos, on its social media 
platforms in the upcoming 
weeks.

Two of the three newborn cheetahs are pictured here. Courtesy photo
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SPORTS

BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 
262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, 
NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FFRREEEE  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  NNOOWW!!  11--886666--990066--33558855

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

Promo: 285

A Pure Natural at Throwing
BY CHRSITOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

As a freshman entering Auburn 
High School Isabel Zukowski 
decided that she was going 

to be a three-sport athlete for the 
Rockets. That year she took part 
in field hockey during the fall, 
basketball in the winter and golf 
in the spring, but that would all 
change come the beginning of her 
sophomore year. The now incom-
ing senior had been at field hockey 
practice when the girls head track 
and field coach, Karyn Ferdella, 
approached her following the day’s 
activities.

“She came up to me in the 
hallway after watching me do field 
hockey drills and asked me to join 
the track and field team,” Zukowski 
said. “She told me that she thought 
that I’d be good at throwing the 
shot put. I don’t know how she 
figured I’d be good at that while 
playing field hockey, but I decided 
to give it a try even though I had 
never heard of the sport.”

The sophomore went home and 
told her mother about the sport 
and she had the same expression 
as her daughter. When she told her 
what she had signed up for, her 

mother was all confused as she had 
no idea what the sport was either 
or what it entailed. 

Zukowski was beyond scared 
when she first got to the tryouts, 
but after Coach O’Brien (the 
Auburn throwing coach) calmed 
her down and ran her through the 
process of throwing the shot-put 
things were ok. Although she now 
knew what she was doing, she was 
not that great at it.

“The first time that I threw the 
shot-put I was not any good at all,” 
she said. “I took one step and threw 
it – it only went about 15’.”

Shot-put is an event where an 
athlete propels a heavy spherical 
weight called a shot as far as they 
possibly can from a designated 
circle. It is more of a push from the 
shoulder; a test of strength, speed, 
endurance and explosive power 
using either a glide or rotational 
technique to generate momentum.

Despite never having lifted a 
shot-put, never mind not know-
ing what it was, Zukowski made it 
to the State Tournament and then 
continued onto the All-State Meet 
in her very first year in the sport. 

“When I went to the States I 
didn’t really know much about 
what was going on and thought 

that it was just another regular 
meet,” Zukowski said. “When I 
got there I realized that all the 
girls were all good and at the All 
States they were really good; then I 
realized I was there with them so I 
must be good too.”

Following the successful season 
that she had in the winter during 
her very first year attempting the 
event, she decided that she would 
forgo golf and throw the shot in the 
spring, as well as trying the discus. 
Zukowski noted that the discus 
was lighter than the shot-put and 
figured that she might like it better. 
And while the discus requires more 
technique and has to come off the 
fingers, she has come to love both 
events equally.

To date her best shot-put throw 
is 37.7”, while she has tossed the 
discus a best 116’ 4”.

“I know many coaches speak in 
hyperbole when discussing their 
best athletes, but Isabel is truly one 
of a kind, Ferdella said. “In my 24 
years as head coach, I can unequiv-
ocally say that we’ve never had an 
athlete quite like her. What she has 
accomplished in the world of track 
and field in such a short time is 
nothing short of remarkable.” 

This past season as a junior 

Zukowski once again went to the 
States where she finished fourth in 
the discus and added a third-place 
finish in the shot put allowing her 
to move onto the All States.

“Making the All States two years 
in a row was simply amazing to 

find that I was doing things right 
and people were recognizing me 
for it,” she said. “Congratulations 

SPORTS
continued on page 11 

Isabel Zutkowski, Rockets Track and Field star



July 25, 2025  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   11

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products
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came from my family, friends and 
peers, while the support from the 
community was really nice.”

As she gets ready to take part 
in her senior campaign her goals 
remain the same as they have every 
year prior. The only goal Zukowski 
has for herself it to get better than 
she was the year before, not only 
in personal records, but strength 
-wise as well. She would also love 
to make it back to the New Eng-
lands in the shot-put in both the 
winter and indoor seasons. This 
past year she made it to the finals 
where she finished ninth. 

Participating in the discus at the 
All States this past year Zukowski 
found that things didn’t go all that 
well for her.

“The circle was a little wet but 
everyone else was throwing in the 
same circle,” Zukowski said. “It just 
wasn’t my day.”

The Auburn girls team has won 
the Southern Worcester County 
League (SWCL) indoor Cham-
pionship two years in a row and 
Zukowksi would love nothing 
more than to make it three years in 
a row before departing. Personally 
if she could capture an individual 
championship she’d be thrilled. She 
won’t be doing anything special to 
get ready for the upcoming track 
seasons outside of playing a lot 
of field hockey in the fall while 
spending time in the gym doing 
cross-fit, lifting and conditioning.

“As a former trained dancer, 
Isabel understands her body, 
making her comprehension of the 
mechanics of shot put and discus 

both swift and precise. She also 
understands how to harness her 
explosive power and, most im-
portantly, she understands how to 
demonstrate poise and grace under 
pressure,” the Auburn coach said. 
“Isabel, along with throwing coach, 
Jack O’Brien, put in many, many 
long hours perfecting her throwing 
style. She is a determined athlete 
who arrives first and stays late and 
I cannot say enough about her and 
what she has brought to our team. 
She is an inspiration to her team-
mates and always handles herself 
with class.”

Although it’s still over a year 
away before she heads out to col-
lege but the soon to be senior has 
been speaking to coaches.

“It’s definitely a possibility and 
I’ve been thinking a lot about it 
lately,” Zukowski said. “I have 
started talking to the coach from 
the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst about me throwing there.”

Whether she gets to continue 
throwing the shot-put or discus on 
the collegiate level its already been 
one hell of a few years taking part 
in the two events for Auburn and 
one she never saw coming.

“When I first started throwing 
the shot-put, I absolutely never 
thought that I’d come to this in 
such a short time,” Zukowski said. 
“This was a sport that I had literally 
no idea what it was and I was just 
picking it up because it looked like 
fun.”

Who knew fun could become so 
successful in only two short years.

	
ZUKOWSKI’S NOTABLES FOR HER 
JUNIOR SEASONS

Indoor: 
• Undefeated throughout the 

entire regular SWCL season in the 

shot-put
• SWCL All-Star
• 1st place - shot-put at SWCL 

Championships (37’7”)
• 2nd place - shot-put at the 

Division 4 State Championship 
(36’3”)

• 8th place – shot-put at the 
All-State Meet of Champions (36’ 
6.75”)

• 20th place – shot-put at the 
New England Championship 
(34’2”)

• Holds the school record for 
the shot-put with a throw of 37’7”, 
breaking the previous record of 
36’5” held by Nicole Keller in 1997 

Outdoor:
• Undefeated throughout the 

entire regular SWCL season in the 
shot-put and the discus

• SWCL All-Star
• 1st place – shot-put at the 

SWCL Championship (34’ 2.5”)
• 1st place – discus at the SWCL 

Championship (109’7”)
• 1st place – discus at the Divi-

sion 1 District E Championship 

(108’4”)
• 2nd place – shot-put at the 

District E Championship (34’ 8”)
• 3rd place – shot-put at the 

All-State Meet of Champions (37’ 
3.75”)

• 9th place – shot-put at the New 
England Championships (37’)

• Holds the school record in the 
shot-put (37’7”) breaking her own 
record of 36’ set in 2024

• Holds the school record in 
the discus (116’4”) breaking the 
previous record of 115’5” set by Liz 
Gregoire in 1976

SPORTS
continued from page 10

Twelve Weeks of Summer – Free Entry by Birthday
Free Admission for Two by Month at Samuel Slater Experience, plus Free Raffle Entry

Everyone will have an oppor-
tunity for free admission to 
the Samuel Slater Experience 

during the summer months, 31 
Ray Street, Webster.  

Beginning the weekend of June 
20-22, anyone who has a birthday 
in January will receive two free 
tickets. The following weekend, 
June 27-29, anyone who has a 
birthday in February will receive 
two free tickets. The weekend 

after that, July 5-6, anyone with 
a birthday in March will receive 
free tickets. (The museum will be 
closed July 4.)

The free weekends will continue 
through September 5-7.  See the 
complete breakdown below.

The Twelve Weeks of Summer 
special also features a raffle for gift 
certificates for local restaurants 
and shops. Every “birthday person” 
will receive two free tickets for 

the raffle, which will be drawn on 
Sunday, September 7. All museum 
visitors may purchase raffle tickets 
as well. 

Raffle participants include Book-
lovers’ Gourmet, Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant, The Rose Room Café, 
Webster Lake Gifts, and Prestige 
Nails and Day Spa. 

Museum open hours are Friday 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Sundays noon to 4 p.m. Last 

admission is at 3 p.m. For more 
information, go to  samuelslaterex-
perience.org or call 508-461-2955. 

January : June 20-22;  February: 
June 27-29;  March: July 5-6;  April: 
July 11-13;

May: July 18-20;  June: July 
25-27;  July: August 1-3;  August: 
August 8-10; September: August 
15-17;  October: August 22-24;  
November: August 30-31; Decem-
ber: September 5-7

About Samuel Slater Experience
Samuel Slater Experience 

opened in 2022 to tell the story of 
Samuel Slater, the beginnings of 
the American Industrial Revolu-
tion, and Slater’s impact on mill 
towns such as Webster, Massachu-
setts. The museum uses advanced 
digital technology with immersive 
video and interactive exhibits to 
recreate two time periods: the early 
1800s and the early 1900s.
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Oxford Middle School 
Quarter 4 Honor Roll
HIGH HONORS

Grade 8 - Alexander Campbell, 
Bella Coghlan, Nikolas Coraccio, 
Ashlyn Halliday, Tucker Harrity, 
Ali Johnson, Tyler Melton, Cata-
lina Montalvo, Gunjan Niroula, 
Brooke O’Connor, Joseph Peters, 
Savannah Pratt, Destiny Purcell, 
Colton Toedt, Jude Worden, 
Samuel Yogaratnam

Grade 7 – Sadie Crouch, Lily 
Dolbec, Zachary Dubsky, Liam 
Harrity, Willow Keller, Alana 
LaFrance, Sophia Meneguzzo, 
Maxwell Palaia, Megan Riley, 
Hunter Rodriguez, Heather 
Stebbins, Lilliana Tervo, Jordyn 
Torteson

Grade 6 – Saige Angell, Hazel 
Burlingame, Sadie Coghlan, Kai-
den Corriveau, Brynn Czernicki-
Nasis, Joshua George, Margaret 
Griffin, Kellen Harrison, Jackson 
Harvey, Stella Pantano, Jenna 
Shenette, Sarah Stebbins, Sadie 
Stewart, Raeann Teal, Marissa 
Worden, Makenzie Zwang, 
HONORS

Grade 8 – Michael Annancy, 
Zachary Barberio, Brenna Burke, 
Ethan Campbell, Mary-Jane Car-
ey, Mason Case, Chase Checko-
way, Kendra Cutroni, Viktorya 
Davis, Kellsey Dunn, Michael 

Forbes, Marquis Gagne, Em-
mary Gustafson, Jaiden Hamden, 
Ethan Hamilton, Brianna Judge, 
Victoria LaMountain, Chloe La-
vallee, Samantha Marrier, Olivia 
Martinez, Nathan Mayo, Keigan 
McIlvaine, Kaliyana Padilla, 
Jayden Rosado, Ava St. Peter

Grade 7 – Marina Bian-
caniello, Olivia Boulette, Abigail 
Burque, Karoline D’Alessandro, 
Max Figueroa, Brielle Fournier, 
Ava Graika, Jillian Gustafson, 
Brookelynn Mangano, Ash-
ton O’Malley, Perdo Paniagua, 
Michael Peck, Ava Peters, Mateo 
Quintero, Clara Santana-Rocha, 
Jackson Stone, Rhegan Stopyra, 
Parker Tyrrell, Harrison Voas

Grade 6 – Clayton Almstrom, 
Diego Aponte, Gavin Brown, Eric 
Bunning, Bradley Bush, Lucas 
Bush, Amber Conway, Hadley 
Coraccio, Anthony Degaetano, 
Kendall Donnelly, Trevor Gould, 
Isabelle Gurney, Ethan Gus-
tafson, Travis Kogbe, Isabella 
LaMountain, Joseph Menke, Ava 
Montalvo, Caroline Montalvo, 
Landon Morris, Tessa Peloso, 
Chad Sliwoski, Bradley Toedt, 
Liam Valipour, Avriel Vyff-Trice, 
Aislyn White, Lilliana Wood

Hail and Farewell to the Chiefs
Auburn Police Chief Todd 

Lemon retired on July 14 after 
serving in the Auburn Police 

Department for 32 years when 
Deputy Chief Robert Scott Mills 
stepped into his new role as Police 
Chief.

Chief Mills began his law en-
forcement career with the Norwell 
Police Department in 1993, serving 
as a patrol officer before joining 
the Auburn Police Department as a 
civil service officer in 1997. 

Shortly after, he earned a posi-
tion in the Detective Bureau, where 
he served from 1998 to 2002. That 
year, he was promoted to the rank 
of Sergeant and returned to the 
Patrol Division. 

In addition to his patrol supervi-
sor duties, Chief Mills held numer-
ous roles including report review, 
grant writing and administration, 
supervision of the Communica-
tions Center (including hiring, 
discipline, and training), firearms 
licensing, and serving as the custo-
dian of the Evidence and Property 
Room.

In 2013, he was selected as the 
Detective Unit Supervisor, transi-
tioning his oversight to the Detec-
tive Bureau and all crime scene 
investigations. During his time in 
this role, Chief Mills was involved 
in several significant investigations, 
including homicides, child fatali-
ties, officer-involved shootings, and 
the tragic murder of Auburn Police 
Officer Ronald Tarentino, Jr.

From 2016 to 2022, Chief Mills 
also managed and maintained 
all Auburn Police Department 

social media accounts, helping the 
department stay connected and 
transparent with the community.

Promoted to Provisional Lieu-
tenant in 2022, he was soon after 
appointed Deputy Chief. In these 
roles, he assumed direct responsi-
bility for the police budget, capital 
improvements, purchases, expendi-
tures, and payroll. He successfully 
led the update of all department 
policies from their 2008 versions to 
current accredited standards.

Chief Mills also secured a 
$94,000 grant to fund the depart-
ment’s Body-Worn Camera Pro-
gram and oversees Internal Affairs 
and department accountability. 

He also initiated the department’s 
participation in the Massachusetts 
Police Accreditation Program. To-
day, he continues to manage both 
the police and standalone commu-
nications budgets.

As part of his vision for a more 
efficient department, he imple-
mented a divisional reorganization 
using a three-lieutenant system. 
This structure added multiple lay-
ers of supervision and significantly 
reduced supervisory and total 
overtime expenditures in succes-
sive years.

Chief Mills is married to his 
wife, Niki and they have four adult 
children and two grandchildren.

Auburn Summer Send-off
The Auburn Police Association invites one and all for a fun family night out at the Auburn Summer 

Send-off on August 12 from 5 – 8 p.m., 22 Brayman Street, Auburn.
Come by for touch-a-truck, music, kids’ fun, information booths, food trucks and more! Rain date is 

August 14.

GET 
NOTICED!

Contact Kate 
at 508-304-3019 

or by email at 
katecarr@

localtownpages.com 
to advertise today!
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

I Am Waiting And Watching For You
The Mistaken Vampire
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

One of the most famous 
Rhode Island vampires 
was never exhumed and 

exorcised as an alleged creature 
of the night, although she was 
taken from the family burial 
lot and reburied in a public 
cemetery on October 26, 1889, 
when the family sold their farm. 
Other than that, she would have 
remained anonymous; that is, 
until a group of legend-trippers 
stumbled upon her grave in the 
1960s. 

Nellie Louise Vaughn died on 
March 31, 1889, at the age of 
nineteen, presumably of pneu-
monia. She was first buried in 
a lot on the family farm. Small, 
private family plots were very 
common in Rhode Island and, 
in some cases, are still in use to 
this day.

As the story goes, a Coven-
try, Rhode Island high school 
teacher told a class of students 
about a vampire grave, just off 
Route 102 in South County, of a 
nineteen-year-old girl who died 
in the late 1800s. The teacher 
never gave a name or exact 
location. It can be assumed 
that this particular teacher was 
referring to Mercy Brown, the 
most famous case during New 
England vampire scare of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries. Being close to Halloween, 
a group of classmates gathered 
together one night to find the 
grave of the vampire. How 

they came upon the historical 
cemetery remains a matter of 
mystery, but their travels landed 
them in front of an old burial 
yard behind an abandoned meet-
ing house.

It did not take long for the 
seekers of the unknown to find 
what convinced them that their 
search was over. Just inside the 
cemetery sat Nellie’s stone with 
the now-famous inscription, “I 
am waiting and watching for 
you.” This ominous epitaph, 
along with Nellie’s age at the 
time of death and the date of 
her death closely matched 
the teacher’s description, and 
another Rhode Island vampire 
was born.

Since then, countless people 
have paid a visit to the grave-
yard looking for the grave 
where, as legend states, no 
moss, lichen or grass will grow. 
It was also related that the grave 
continues to sink into the earth. 
There is no stone marking her 
plot, as it has been removed 
and stored away in an undis-
closed location for preservation. 
Nellie’s burial plot remains 
unmarked, but there are a few 
areas in the burial yard where 
people claim she is buried, and 
all of them for the most part, 
have plenty of vegetation on 
them. Unfortunately, the cem-
etery has been subject to much 
vandalism—so much so that 
there is a neighborhood watch, 
as well as police patrols on a 
regular basis.

Another aspect of the Nel-
lie Vaughn saga involves the 
alleged sighting of a young 
woman in the graveyard and an 
ethereal voice emanating from 
nowhere saying, “I am perfectly 
pleasant.” In the book New 
England Ghost Files, Charles T. 
Robinson states that people have 
heard the words echo through 
the air while in the cemetery 
and have spotted the visage of a 
young woman near the alleged 
grave site of Nellie Vaughn.

Acclaimed author and para-
normal investigator Christopher 
Balzano once stated that we 
have a tendency to immediately 
blame a haunting on the most 
famous person in the area. Un-
fortunately, there is no indubita-
ble evidence on the paranormal 
side that even if there is a voice 
calling out to the visitors, it is 
actually Nellie’s. We already 
know she was never accused of 
being one of the spectral visitors 
blamed for sucking the life from 
family members in the eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries. 
If anything, there is an old beau-
tiful historical cemetery and 
meetinghouse that should be left 
alone and respected. There is no 
need to waste your time travel-
ing miles up a winding road to 
see, well, nothing.

FOR MENUS, RESERVATIONS, TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

HAPPY HOUR
1/2 PRICE APPS:

WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS (4PM-6PM)
ONE PER PERSON MAX. PORTIONS MAY VARY.

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIAL EVENTS.

BAR:
$5 BEER • $6 WINE • $7 COCKTAIL

THESE PRICES ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE. BAR OPTIONS ARE ROTATING.

PRIME RIB WEDNESDAYS

STARTING AT 4PM • LIMITED TIME OFFER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST • DINE-IN ONLY
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two sides 
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$25

Weekly Specials at Samuel Slater’s Restaurant

NOVEMBER 29AUGUST 15

Lake Tours and Specialty Cruises

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

MUSIC CRUISE WITH JEDIAH JARVAIS - JULY 25
MUSIC CRUISE WITH 

WORLD GONE CRAZY DUO - AUGUST 15
100 FM THE PIKE 90’s CRUISE 

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - AUGUST 16
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - AUGUST 29

MUSIC CRUISE WITH 
TYLER FAUXBEL - SEPTEMBER 5

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - SEPTEMBER 19
100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE 

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - OCTOBER 11

UPCOMING SHOWS

Worcester Area’s Largest and 
Oldest Window & Siding Dealer
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in Business

Check us out on the web: www.capitolsiding.com

Capitol Siding Company has been in business 
for over 70 years with over 23,000 satisfied 

customers. Our customers can expect consistent 
product quality and skillful performance from 

our sales staff and trained professional installers. 
We deliver service and value.

Honest Sales, Honest Sales, 
SuperiorSuperior

 Workmanship  Workmanship 
and Service.and Service.

Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters • Doors
Replacement Windows • Roofing

Offer Lifetime warranty on our siding, window and roofing products.
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SO

N  PAVING,  INC.MDD
WEBSTER, MAWEBSTER, MA
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Services include:Services include:
•Excavation•Excavation
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Free Estimates • Fully InsuredFree Estimates • Fully Insured

508-943-8300 508-943-8300 
to schedule an appointmentto schedule an appointment

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE 
continued on page 15 

When Luke Acts Human

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Luke had been watching me 
for weeks from his spot in 
the kitchen. He seemed 

mesmerized, as though I held 
up a slice of the moon. That’s 
when I knew I had to share 
my watermelon with him. I 
kneeled by his side and angled 
the wedge so that he could bite 
off the sweet melon. He used 
his tiny front teeth to chisel 
the fruit from its rind, just as 
we do. Most of my dogs would 
have tried to swallow the wedge 
whole. Luke may as well have 
mentioned that the watermelon 
was on sale. “This is so good.” 
He concentrated on the snack 
as would a bear cub a jar of 
honey. Sharing healthy food 
with Luke offers one example 
of how he’s learned to act hu-
man. There are several others. 

LUKE WATCHES TELEVISION 
The first time he noticed dogs on 

film, he nosed the television screen 
then backed off, just to be on the 
safe side. “How did you flatten 
yourself to fit inside the screen?” 

The hairs on his back stood high 
and his shoulders bulged like a 
lion’s. “How is this possible? You 
smell like Mom’s cleaner, but you 
look like me.” 

The dogs were real, yet somehow 
intangible. However intriguing, 
the truth surfaced in no time. “Ah. 
Now I understand. You are there 

for my entertainment. You are real, 
but also far away.”  Luke was onto 
the dogs on film. 

“Look at how carefully the labs 
walk over the bridge, Luke!” I 
crooned. I wanted him to identify 

with the story. He tilted his head 
to my voice then glanced at me. “I 
see.”

Before long, Luke became a 
regular couch potato. “Make sure 
you put on Luke’s shows.” I made 
sure the last person left in the 
house would turn on the Dog 
Channel, should Luke be left alone. 

He munched on his pop-
corn and learned to watch 
television with the expres-
sion of an avid sports fan. 
He’d smile while watching 
an actor sail through a field 
on a horse. He’d lift his ears 
to an Olympic swimmer. 
“I would love to swim in a 
lane!” He’d growl to the deep, 
philosophical scenes, such 
as that shown in the classic 
Ten Commandments, which 
features Charlton Heston at 
Mount Sinai. The sight of 
the burning bush and God’s 
omnipresent voice seemed 
to move Luke. He lowered 
his head and grumbled, as 
though sensing a universal 
power. 

LUKE UNDERSTANDS SARCASM
My son, Ben, the youngest 

of our human family, often 
messes with his dog bro. “Luke, 
go this way,” he jests. Allow me to 
explain the joke’s context. Luke was 
only a puppy when he experienced 
a unique trauma. A heavy, iron 
counter stool bobbled then fell over 

on the kitchen floor with a thun-
derous bang. Luke backed off and 
yelped while the stool lied helpless. 
“You almost killed me!” The whole 
incident freaked little Luke out. 
Worse, it caused an indelible scar. 
He is now anxious around ob-
stacles, particularly those with the 
potential to fall on him. Therefore, 
a simple trip from the deck to his 
dish (where the kibble rewards lie) 
causes discomfort, especially in a 
cluttered kitchen. Quirky? Perhaps. 
Nonetheless, Luke has a right to his 
feelings. One never knows when 
a Swiffer mop may drop. Not to 
mention the dangling beach bag, 
also suspect. 

“Slow and steady wins the race.” 
He noses the floor and takes the 
safer route. He’s even calculated the 
best way to pace himself. A hasty 
sprint around the table has caused 
him to slide off balance, and away 
from his bowl. “Food. Food. Food.” 
He’s learned his lesson. He now 
takes the corner with a deliberate 
downshift. I gush while watching 
him slow down and master the 
corner. My dog understands phys-
ics. He finally arrives at his dish 
and inhales his reward. “I am such 
a good boy.” 

Sometimes big brothers get in 
the way.  

“Go this way, Luke.” Ben teases 
and gestures for Luke to do the 
unthinkable. “I-don’t-like-that-

way, Ben.” He retracts from Ben’s 
hold so that his face creases like 
a Shar Pei’s. I defend Luke vehe-
mently. “You let Luke go the way 
he wants! He’s not comfortable 
that way.” Luke breaks free and 
approaches his bowl with a breach 
to his typical pace. He cannot stifle 
the urge to take the corner slowly. 
Big brother may toss another joke. 
Speed is key. Nonetheless, the 
entire incident is forgotten in a 
matter of two bites. His smile and 
jovial spirit convey a more fascinat-
ing trait. Luke is in on the joke. 
“My brother is a big tease, but I still 
love him.” 

LUKE RELATES TO CHILDREN
Luke appreciates the smallness 

of children. He aligns his posture 
with theirs, often crouching down 
on the lawn to shrink himself when 
they come off the bus to say hello. 
“Lewwwwk!” They chant his name, 
and he stares longingly until they 
arrive. Children carry joy, along 
with all kinds of trinkets, and Luke 
relates to them in full color. He 
even thinks he’s one of them. “You 
are all so fun and happy like me!” 
He’ll grab a dropped stuffed bear 
then romp in a circle. “Luke, give Hours:Hours:

Mon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pmMon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pm
Fri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pmFri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm onlySat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140), 
Grafton, Ma 01519

Phone: 508-839-1757       
Fax: 508-839-1736

Lodging ~ Daycare ~ Grooming
Training ~ Pet Supplies

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

LUKE
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Every day, seniors are being 
targeted by scams or frauds--
over the phone, email, text, and in 
person. If this has happened to you 
or you’d like to learn more, call the 

RSVP Senior 
Fraud Helpline.

Senior Fraud Prevention helps seniors 
recognize, resist,  and report fraud. 
Call the Senior Fraud Helpline to speak with 
a compassionate listener.

Call the AmeriCorps Seniors Fraud
Helpline @ 800-297-9760

Why most sellers hire real estate agents today
Selling your house without 

an agent as a “For Sale by 
Owner” (FSBO) may be 

something you’ve considered. 
But you should know that, in 
today’s changing market, more 
homeowners are deciding that’s 
just not worth the risk. Accord-

ing to the 
latest data 
from the 
National 
Asso-
ciation of 
Realtors 
(NAR), 
the num-
ber of 
home-
owners 
selling 
without 

an agent has hit an all-time low. 
And for the small number of 
homeowners who do decide to 
sell on their own, data shows 

they’re still not confident they’re 
making a good choice. A recent 
survey finds three out of every 
four homeowners who don’t plan 
to use an agent have doubts about 
whether that’s actually the right 
decision and here’s why. The 
market is changing – not in a bad 
way, just in a way that requires a 
smarter, more strategic approach 
and having a real estate expert in 
your corner really pays off.

Here are just two of the ways 
an agent’s expertise makes a dif-
ference. 

1. Getting the price right in a 
market that’s evolving. One of the 
biggest hurdles when selling a 
house on your own is figuring out 
the right price. It’s not as simple 
as picking a number that sounds 
good or selling your house for 
what your neighbor’s sold for a 
few years back, you need to hit 
the bullseye for where the market 
is right now. Without a Realtors 

help, you’re more likely to miss 
the mark. We are pros when it 
comes to pricing properties and 
have their finger on the pulse of 
your local market. We under-
stand current buying trends and 
can provide insight into how your 
home compares to others for sale 
nearby. Basically, we know what’s 
really selling, what buyers are 
willing to pay in your area, and 
how to position your house to sell 
quickly. That kind of insight can 
have a big impact, especially in a 
market that’s balancing out.

2. Handling (and actually 
understanding) the legal docu-
ments. There’s also a mountain 
of documentation when selling 
a house, including everything 
from disclosures to contracts 
and a mistake can have big legal 
implications. This is another area 
where having an agent can help. 
We have handled these docu-
ments countless times and know 

exactly what’s needed to keep 
everything on track, so you avoid 
delays. And now that buyers are 
including more contingencies 
again and asking for concessions, 
we will guide you through each 
form step by step, making sure 
it’s done right and documented 
correctly the first time.

3. Selling your house quickly 
even in a shifting market. Now 
that the number of homes for sale 
has grown, homes aren’t selling 
at quite the same pace they were. 
But you can still sell quickly if 
you have a proven plan to help 

your house stand out. Just re-
member, homeowners don’t have 
the same network or marketing 
tools an experienced agent does. 
So, if you want the process to 
happen fast, you’ll likely want a 
pro by your side. 

Having the right agent and the 
right strategy is key in a shifting 
market. Connect with a local pro 
so you don’t have to take this on 
by yourself and so you can list 
with confidence, knowing you’ve 
got expert guidance from day 
one.

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

that back,” I command, and he lets 
it go. “I was just trying to fit in, 
Mom.” Luke adjusts to a toddler’s 
size even more, settling himself to 
the gentlest pose he can muster. 
“Can my daughter pet your dog?” 
He lifts his head. “Take your time, 
little cutie.” Toddlers giggle and tap 
his head. “Soft.” Luke sits patiently 
while they hug, climb, hang over 
his neck, and kiss him. 

LUKE COMMUNICATES SADNESS
“You’re leaving?” I’ll never stop 

feeling guilty when leaving Luke. 
I haven’t fully let go of the plan 
to make Luke a Daddy and adopt 
one of his own pups. After Lincoln 
passed, we grieved deeply but 
eventually warmed up to the idea 
of doubling our joy with two pups. 
The plan was to start with one, 
then add another. We trained Luke, 
brought him on adventures, and 
bonded with him. Then, somehow, 
we settled into family life with an 
ease and routine that countered the 

thought of doing it all over again. 
Life had become comfortable. We 
could sleep late, trust Luke to hang 
in the house alone, travel with him, 
and give him the independence he 
needed in our yard. We were living 
the dream. But was being an Only 
lonely?

“I’ll be right back, Luke. Then 
we’ll play, okay? Promise.” I holler 
out to him from my car in front 
of our house. He sits on the step 
and watches my car roll onto the 
street, then manage its turn to pull 
away. My mind wanders. I imagine 
him sitting beside his own son or 
daughter. 

“You always say that. But almost 
every morning you leave me here.” 
His head rests on his paws. My car 
is still in view. I notice him lift his 
head to keep on watching me.

“Daddy’s home, Luke!” I turn my 
music down and yell out to him.

“He’s boring.”
“Oh, Luke.” I fight the urge to 

pull back into the driveway and 
rescue him. But my dance hours 
pass as they always do and before 
long, I’m home again. 

“I CAN’T BELIEVE IT’S YOU 

AND WE ARE TOGETHER 
AGAIN!!” Luke’s joy in reuniting 
with me after two hours reminds 
me of this. He may know how to 
act like a human, but his dog-ness 
will always be his best quality. 

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com
Follow Luke on IG
livingwithlukevalentino  
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR
continued on page 17 

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLECOMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

WE HAVE MOVEDWE HAVE MOVED
  6 JOHNSON ST.6 JOHNSON ST.

off Rte. 12, Auburn, MAoff Rte. 12, Auburn, MA

Mention this ad
 and get

10% off
(exclusions apply)

6 Johnson St.
Auburn, MA

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

Same day 
service on 

most repairs

U-KNIGHTED
“Partake In The  Grand Vistage of Artisans At Their Crafts”“Partake In The  Grand Vistage of Artisans At Their Crafts”

Bent Front Wheel Ok to Drive if There’s No Vibration
Q. I brought my Honda 

Accord to the dealership 
because of a slow leak in 

the front passenger tire. I thought 
I might have gone over a nail, but 
the mechanic said there was noth-
ing wrong. He did, however, say 
that the passenger front wheel was 
slightly bent. What do you think 
may have caused this and is it safe 
to drive? There did not seem to be 
a concern by the dealership.

A. If you do not feel any 
vibration then the wheel is 
most likely fine and there 

is nothing to worry about. Wheels 

can be knocked out-of-round from 
a pothole or even bumping a curb. 
As for the tire leak, as good as new 
car dealers are with mechanical 
repairs, when it comes to tire is-
sues I have had the best luck at tire 
stores. This is especially true when 
looking for very slow tire leaks. 

Q. On my old Dodge pickup 
truck, I replaced the battery 
which went fine, however 

what I did not realize was my 
voltage regulator was failing. So, 
without realizing it, I was cooking 
the battery, and it boiled some, 
and got some battery acid on the 

aluminum radiator. It caused a 
stain, white in color. I tried to re-
move it with metal polish includ-
ing Noxon, nothing works. Do you 
have any suggestion to remove the 
stain, or should I just try alumi-
num paint? 

A. I have used Eastwood 
Radiator black for regular 
radiators. For aluminum I 

would start with a gentle cleaning 
with baking soda and water and 
then rinse and see how it looks. 
Then use some alcohol to remove 
any residue. You could also try 
commercial air conditioner coil 
cleaner if there are some stains on 
the radiator fins, The condenser 
cleaner is the product used for 
cleaning the condenser coils of a 
house A/C unit. Aluminum is self-
healing and although paintable, 
personally I would leave that as the 
last option. Readers do you have a 
better suggestion? 

Q. I have a 2008 Toyota 
Corolla, is the brake fluid 
DOT 3 or DOT 4? And if 

the fluid in the master cylinder is 
conventional, can I add synthetic 
fluid? Also, I have always read 
only use brake fluid from a sealed 
container. So once the container 
is open, is the brake fluid okay to 
use?

A. When the car was new it 
was DOT 3 fluid, and you 
can use DOT4 or DOT 5.1 

but not DOT 5 which is silicone 
based. All brake fluid is techni-
cally synthetic since it is a blended 
manufactured product. DOT4 has 
a higher boiling point than DOT3 
and DOT5.1 is higher still; all are 
backwards compatible. What you 
would not want to do is use DOT3 
in a car that requires DOT4 or 5.1 
Again do not use DOT 5 silicone 
fluid which is not compatible with 
DOT 3, 4 or 5.1 fluids. As for the 

sealed container warning, brake 
fluid absorbs water, water is the 
enemy of a brake system. You want 
to store brake fluid in a sealed 
container, not one that is open to 
the air. 

Q. I own a 2021 Kia Seltos 
with 29,000 miles on it. My 
engine light went on one 

day and the very next day the car 
stalled and died. It was towed to 
Kia dealership. My warranty ends 
soon. My car did have symptoms 
of recent recall: intermittent stall-
ing and is now told to be abnormal 
oil consumption but my car was 
not part of the recall. My car has 
been sitting on the lot for weeks 
waiting for approval from Kia to 
cover total engine damage from 
lack of oil. The oil light never came 
on to warn me of this. The Kia 
dealership claims they are going 
back and forth with Kia technical 
assistance for approval. I have sent 
proof of all my oil changes, so I 
have kept up with maintenance. 
The Kia mechanic told me that 
they are trying to make a case 
about how it was not serviced at 
Kia and the non-factory oil filter 
could have caused this issue. Just 
would like to know your thoughts 
on this and is this common for a 
company to try to get out of the 
warranty? I am at my wits end!

A. Seems to fit the criteria for 
the recall. Did the engine 
have a recall to have dif-

ferent sensing software installed? 
Most engines in the 2014-2024 
decade did. If that was not per-
formed, then that may be an issue. 
Regarding maintenance, as long as 
you can prove the oil was changed 
at 6-month intervals and the cor-
rect grade of oil and a quality oil 
filter was used, there should be no 
reason to deny warranty cover-
age. Recall or not, your car has a 
10-year 100,000-mile warranty or 

5 year 60,000-
mile warranty. 
As long as you 
maintained it, 
the coverage 
should be in-
tact. Regarding 
the oil light, 
the oil light 
measures oil 
pressure not 
quantity so it 
is not unusual the light was not on. 
Regarding the oil filter, the Mag-
nuson Moss law protects you. The 
Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act 
prevents manufacturers from void-
ing warranties or denying coverage 
simply because a consumer used 
a non-original part or had repairs 
done by a non-dealer shop unless 
they can prove that the aftermarket 
part or repair caused the defect. 

Q. I have a 2010 Toyota RAV4 
with 116,000 miles and a 
2019 Toyota RAV 4 with 

20,000 miles. Neither car accumu-
lates much mileage in the course of 
the year. I am no longer taking the 
2019 to the dealership, as I have 
found a very reliable local garage 
that does the work for a fraction 
of the cost of the dealership. That 
being said, I try to self-maintain 
certain items, if I can, and the 
replacement of an air cabin filter 
would now be one of them. I’ve 
read where they should be re-
placed on a yearly basis (or sooner 
if driving on very dusty roads), 
and with the beginning of the hot 
weather summer driving season, 
I would like to place fresh cabin 
air filters in each vehicle. What 
would be your recommendations? 
I have gone to Amazon.com, and 
of course there are many brands 
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Partnering throughout the 
years to help reach your 
financial goals
Let's plan your future together. 

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385
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EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Questions to ask your financial 
advisor

 

You should always be able to 
ask as many questions as you’d 
like when working with your 

financial ad-
visor. So, be-
fore you have 
your annual 
review, think 
carefully 
about what 
you’d like to 
ask.

Here are a 
few sugges-
tions:

Are my 
goals still realistic? When you first 
began working with your financial 
advisor, you may well have articu-
lated several financial goals. For 
example, you might have said that 
you wanted to pay for most of your 
children’s college education, or that 
you›d like to retire at age 55, or that 
you hope to travel internationally 
every year during retirement. In 
fact, you could have many different 
goals for which you’re saving and 
investing. When you meet with 
your financial advisor, you’ll cer-
tainly want to ask whether you’re 
still on track toward meeting these 
goals. If you are, you can continue 
with the financial strategies you’ve 
been following; but if you aren’t, 
you may need to adjust them. The 
same is true if your goals have 
changed. You and your financial 
advisor will want to build a strat-
egy to address any new or differ-
ent goals such as emergency cash 
needs, having adequate insurance 
protection or estate planning.

Am I taking on too much — or 
too little — risk? Put market de-
clines in perspective. The financial 

markets always fluctuate, and these 
movements will affect the value of 
your investment portfolio. Suppose 
you watch the markets closely 
every day and track their impact 
on your investments. You may find 
yourself fretting over their value 
and wondering whether you’re tak-
ing on too much investment risk 
for your comfort level. Conversely, 
if during an extended period of 
market gains your own portfolio 
appears to be lagging, you might 
feel that you should be investing 
more aggressively, which entails 
greater risk. In any case, it’s impor-
tant to consult with your financial 
advisor to determine your risk 
tolerance and use it as a guideline 
for making investment choices.

How will changes in my life af-
fect my investment strategy? Your 
life is not static. Over the years, 
you may experience any number 
of major events, such as marriage, 
remarriage, loss of a spouse, birth 
of children or grandchildren, 
changing jobs or illness leading to 
early retirement. When you meet 
with your financial advisor, you 
will want to discuss these types of 
changes, because they can affect 
your long-term goals and your 
investment decisions.

How are external forces affecting 
my investment portfolio? Generally 
speaking, you will want to create 
an investment strategy based on 
your goals, risk tolerance and time 
horizon. And, as mentioned, you 
may need to adjust your strategy 
based on changes in your life. But 
should you also make changes 
based on outside forces, such as 
interest rate movements, political 
events, inflation, new tax legisla-
tion or news affecting industries in 

which you have invested substan-
tially? Try not to make long-term 
investment decisions based on 
short-term news. Yet, talk with 
your financial advisor to make 
sure your investment portfolio 
and spending strategy are not 
out of alignment with relevant 
external factors.

By making these and other 
inquiries, you can help yourself 
stay informed about your overall 
investment picture and what 
moves, if any, you should make 
to keep advancing toward your 
goals. A financial advisor is there 
to provide you with valuable 
guidance — so take full advan-
tage of it.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com 

listed such as Puroma, EPAuto, 
Fun-Driving, Fram, Bosch, Pure-
Flow. Bosch and Fram seem to 
be double the price of others, 
and I am not exactly sure if that’s 
marketing or not. In any case, I 
would appreciate your thoughts as 
to which brand might be opti-
mal for my two autos, which are 
driven mostly on local streets and 
highways. 

A. I replace cabin air filters 
when they are dirty, not 
just on time or mileage. 

Toyota makes it quite easy to 
check the cabin air filter. The filter 
sits behind the glove compart-

ment. Open the glove compart-
ment and allow the door to fully 
open. You may need to move the 
stops to allow the door to drop 
down. Then the filter is located in 
a tray behind the glove box. Take 
out the filter if it is quite dirty and 
dusty replace it. If there is only a 
little dust, pollen leaves, shake it 
out and reinstall it. As for brands, 
I prefer the factory filter, then 
WIX filter products and the newer 
Bosch HEPA filter. Readers seem 
to highly recommend Puroma 
Cabin Air Filter with Activated 
Carbon. I have not tried this filter, 
but even vehicle manufacturers 
are recommending these charcoal/
carbon filters to eliminate odors.
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Happenings!

LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

FOR tickets AND MORE INFORMATION, visit www.IndianRanch.com JULY 26 • 1PM

AUGUST 7 • 7PMAUGUST 3 • 1PMAUGUST 2 • 1PMJULY 27 • 1PM

AUGUST 22 • 7PMAUGUST 17 • 1PMAUGUST 16 • 1PMAUGUST 10 • 1PM

SEPTEMBER 6 • 12PMAUGUST 31 • 7PMAUGUST 30 • 1PMAUGUST 24 • 1PM
AUGUST 23 • 7PM

SPEEDWAGON  THE REO EXPERIENCE

BEAUTIFUL LOSERS  TRIBUTE TO BOB SEGER

CRYSTAL SHIP  TRIBUTE TO THE DOORS

AMERICAN BADASS  KID ROCK TRIBUTE

4NRS JOURNEY WITH KEITH CARMICHAEL
TRIBUTE TO FOREIGNER AND JOURNEY

MUSIC CRUISE WITH
JEDIAH JARVAIS - JULY 25

MUSIC CRUISE WITH 
WORLD GONE CRAZY DUO - AUGUST 15

100 FM THE PIKE 90’s CRUISE 
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - AUGUST 16
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - AUGUST 29

MUSIC CRUISE WITH
TYLER FAUXBEL - SEPTEMBER 5

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - SEPTEMBER 19
100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE 

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - OCTOBER 11

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

THURSDAY, JULY 31
• The Charlton Public Library Summer 
Concert series sponsored by Cornerstone 
Bank presents Tony Graham, a singer-
songwriter from County Tipperary, Ireland, 
will perform. He has an extensive catalogue 
of songs ranging from traditional ballads 
to more contemporary Irish hits. His pas-
sion for Irish music shows through in his 
performances, as every song he sings tells a 
story. From 6-7:30 p.m. at Charlton Library, 
40 Main Street. Free and open to the public. 
Additional parking is available at the 
Elementary School and Town Hall.
• Sutton Cultural Council summer concert 
series with Bad News Jazz & Blues Orchestra 
at 6:30 on the town common. Free. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
• Talk with Author - Revolutionary War 
Munitions: Joel Bohy, local author, Bullet 
Strikes from the First Days of the American 
Revolution, will share his knowledge of 
Revolutionary War munitions on Thursday, 
September 4th, at 7 p.m. in the First 
Congregational Church, 307 Boston Road. 
Revolutionary War Fascinating Facts: 
Charlotte Wilson will share fascinating facts 
about Sutton’s citizens during the Revolu-
tionary days on Tuesday, November 11th at 
7 p.m. at the First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
• Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce 
ribbon cutting for the Fast Dog Café 
At 11 a.m. at Whittier Farms, 90 Douglas 
Road, Sutton right by the Milk Store at 
Whittier Farms.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5
• Millbury Town Takeover at Polar Park, 
beginning at 6:45 p.m. Worcester Red Sox 
vs. Buffalo Bisons. Tickets purchased for the 
takeover night benefit a non-profit from 
Millbury, get tickets at www.gofevo.com/
event/millburytt     

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
• The Millbury Farmers Market will take 
place at the Asa Waters Mansion, 123 Elm 
Street, Millbury, brought to you by the 
Friends of Asa Waters. Shop for locally 
baked food, fresh produce and handcrafted 

goods. Enjoy live music and buy lunch from 
food trucks. The hours are 3 - 7 p.m. 

Sutton Cultural Council Summer Series 
concert with Far From Eden at 6:30 p.m. on 
the town common. Free.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 
Second Annual Hometown Heroes and Local 
Legends Concert at 2:30 p.m. at Mill Villages 
Park, 61 Main Street (Route 122A) South 
Grafton. Free to all. Bring a lawn chair 
and a friend. With Bob Jordan, Mike Ladd, 
Joe Kuras and a special mystery guest! 
Sponsored by the Grafton Cultural Council, 
Mass Cultural Council and Homefield Credit 
Union. Rain date is August 10.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
• Have Steamers at Sunset with the Black-
stone Valley Chamber of Commerce 
held at the Barn at Blissful Meadows Golf 
Club, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  Celebrate summer 
with your friends, colleagues and chamber 
members  at this signature event. Musical 
stylings by Caribbean Blue. Deck yourself 
out in your finest Hawaiian attire for a 
chance to win the coveted Golden Lobster 
Award.
Lobster $110 ($135 future members); steak 
$90 ($120) chicken $80 ($110) vegetarian 
$75 ($100). RSVP by August 6. Cash bar. 
(lobster is market price). All dinners include 
garden salad, steamers of corn chowder 
(chose when registering), baked potato, 
summer vegetable and light dessert.  To 

register, visit blackstonevalley.org/events

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
The Auburn Historical Society Parking Lot 
Craft Fair will take place from 9:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m. Rain or Shine. Vendors are 
welcome to contact the Auburn Historical 
Society & Museum at  auburn,museum@
verizon.net  for more information or to 
reserve a space for $15. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Local author, Joel Bohy, who wrote “Bullet 
Strikes from the First Days of the American 
Revolution” will share his knowledge of 
the fight for America’s freedom at 7 p.m. 
in the first Congregational Church, 307 
Boston Road, Sutton. Courtesy of the Sutton 
Historical Society.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
• The Knights of Columbus #1562 of St. 
Mary’s Parish presents the 2025 Annual Car 
Show & Community Event from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. at Uxbridge High School, 300 Quaker 
Highway, Uxbridge. Registration of cars 
begins at 8:30 a.m. 
The event promises a day filled with classic 
and custom cars, family–friendly activities, 
local vendors, music, food, raffles and more 
– all in support of local charitable initiatives 
such as Camp Sunshine, Our Lady of the 
Valley Scholarship and Abby’s House.
All makes and models of cars are welcome, 
whether classic or muscle cars, motorcycles 
trucks or military vehicles. 

Trophies (popular vote) 1 p.m.; Dash 
plaques (first 200); Food trucks, door prizes, 
raffles, 50/50 drawing, DJ, local emergency 
vehicles, Kids Fun Zone, face painting, bal-
loons, caricatures and more!
Admission is free, but donations are 
appreciated. Vehicle entry fees, $10 or 
donation.	

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
The Grafton Land Trust is hosting a “Good 
Dog Run” at the Lions Club property on 
Brigham Hill Road, Grafton. It will be a fun 
run for dogs and owners. Keep an eye on 
social media (Facebook and Instagram) 
for more information. If you would like to 
receive an email about the event, contact 
admin@graftonlandtrust.org

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• Then Grafton Land Trust will hold its 
annual dinner meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
Highfields Golf Club in Grafton. This year’s 
speaker will be Dr. Stephen Mrozowski, 
the founding director of the Andrew Fiske 
Memorial Center for Archeological Research 
at University of Massachusetts Boston.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
• Charlotte Wilson will share fascinat-
ing facts about Sutton’s citizenry during 
Revolutionary days at 7 p.m. in the first 
Congregational Church, 307 Boston Road, 
Sutton. Courtesy of the Sutton Historical 
Society.
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Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. O�ers valid thru 7/31/25

877-925-1081
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Fattman Announces 
Cultural Council Grants 
State Senator Ryan Fattman 

(R-Sutton) announced that 
his district will receive 

$336,000 in grants from the 
Mass Cultural Council. The 
grants provide funding to the 
Cultural Councils for every town 
in the district as well as cultur-
ally focused programs for local 
organizations and schools.

“Funding for organizations 
in my district to pursue cultural 
programs is invaluable,” said 
Senator Fattman. “It’s incred-
ibly important that we continue 
to preserve the history of the 
Worcester-Hampden District and 
the people I represent which is 
possible, in large part, because 
of the cultural councils in each 
town.”

The following communities 
in the Worcester and Hampden 
district received Cultural Council 
grants: 

Blackstone $20,600

Brimfield $5,900

Charlton $17,700

Douglas $10,900

Dudley $16,600

Holland $5,700

Hopedale $9,300

Mendon $8,800

Millville $6,100

Monson $26,700

Northbridge: $22,000

Oxford: $18,000

Southbridge: $29,700

Sturbridge $68,200

Sutton $10,000

Upton: $12,100

Uxbridge $17,800

Wales $5,700

Webster $24,200

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 
serving food Tues - Fri: 11:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00

Sunday - Monday the kitchen only is closed

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

$10 cover 
charge for bands 

unless receipt of same 
day liquor and/or food 

purchase from 
the Tuttle.

July 18 ... Interstellar
July 25 ... David Keith 

and the Coalition

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...

Cruise NightsCruise Nights
Every Tuesday • 4-7pmEvery Tuesday • 4-7pm

Hamburgers•Hot Dogs
•Sausage Sandwiches 

Richie and his Famous 
Ice Cream Truck!

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawnmower & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
 Snowblower & Generator Repairs

Pickup & Delivery

Learn Something New This Fall
Sheri Dreitlein, the new evening 

school director Bay Path Con-
tinuing Education invites you 

to try a new learning adventure 
this fall at Bay Path Regional 

Vocational Technical High 
School, 57 Muggett Hill Road, 
Charlton.

• September 9  From 1-4 p.m. 
En Plein Air/Outdoors Watercolor 
Painting Class  for all levels. Join 
instructor, Victoria Chapman on 
location at Ferjulian’s Farm in 
Hudson, MA to paint the beauti-
ful landscape.  To learn more and 

enroll, visit:  baypath.augusoft.net , 
browse Fun & Play.

• September 10  From  5:30-6:30 
p.m. for 10 weeks. Yoga for All with 
Marie Hills.  To learn more and 
enroll, visit: baypath.augusoft.net 
and browse Mind & Body, subhead 
Health & Fitness.

 • September 15  From 4-6 p.m. 
Autumn Floral Sunflower Design 
class with Dawn Bagocius.    To 
learn more and enroll, visit: bay-
path.augusoft.net and browse Fun 
& Play, subhead Hobbies & Crafts.  

• September 17  From 6-8 p.m. 

One session. Make your own char-
cuterie with Donna Kondracki for 
a Feast of the Harvest Charcuterie 
Crafting Night.    To learn more 
and enroll, visit: baypath.augusoft.
net and browse Cooking. 

Class fees and materials fees are 
listed in the online catalogue.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster

For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$475475

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$495495
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$525525
Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs

Celebrating
Celebrating

Locally Owned and OperatedLocally Owned and Operated

3030 Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

YEARSYEARS
IN BUSINESSIN BUSINESS

1995-20251995-2025


