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‘Urban Dreams Art’ Covers Midtown

“Internal Exposure” by Jessica Levine will be located at 1817 Capitol Ave. Photo courtesy of Midtown Association

Midtown Association
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Staying true to its mission
to be the center for culture, creativity and vibrancy in
Sacramento’s urban core, the Midtown Association is set
to install and display 16 art pieces and sculptures in time
for Midtown Second Saturday on Aug. 9.

With sizes that range from 6 inches to 20 inches, some
art pieces need specialized and/or crane-like equip-
ment (such as a gradall) to be put into place. Installation
throughout the district will take place in early August,
and the artwork will remain on display through Midtown
Second Saturday on Sept. 13.

“Nearly a year in development and made pos-
sible by support from the office of Mayor Kevin
McCarty, Supervisor Phil Serna, Sutter Health and Visit
Sacramento, the all-new ‘Urban Dreams Art Experience’
is a truly ambitious and incredibly exciting project
all at once,” said Executive Director of the Midtown
Association Emily Baime Michaels.

“We expect that this art experience will be a real

“Flaming Horse” by Seth Johnson will be located at Fremont
Park, Q Street.

tourism draw for the city. Each piece is unique and
stunning in its own way. The art ranges in size, scope,
subject matter and artist intent, which makes the initia-
tive so intriguing. We look forward to uplifting our local

Continued on Page 2

Freeport Bar & Grill Mixes Tradition, Family, Flavor

By Idaly Valencia

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Located along
the Sacramento River,
Freeport Bar & Grill keeps
American cuisine and tra-
dition alive with quality
service, classic dishes and
a homey atmosphere.

Owned and operated by
Nicole Finley’s parents
since 1996, the family-run
restaurant is a staple in the
Freeport area. Finley and
her brothers are next in line
to take over the business,
continuing its legacy as a
“Gateway to the Delta” and
a favorite for locals.

“We really just try
to keep it ‘back to the
basics,”” said Finley. “We
have signature dishes that
have always been on the
menu...we add stuff but
we try to keep it with that
homey feel where all the
meals come with a soup or
a salad that you don’t have
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Pictured is Freeport Bar & Grill’s Nicole Finley, whose parents have owned and operated the
restaurant since 1996. Photo by Seth Henderson

to pay extra for.”

The restaurant has
seen renovations over the
years, including a covered,

pet-friendly patio for year-
round outdoor dining and
events.

Despite updates to the

restaurant’s appearance,
staple recipes remain
unchanged. Customer

Continued on Page 2

Top Tacos
Compete in
Bracket-Style
Tournament

SAC TACO FEST PRESENT

BATTLE
%*TACO

2025

Battle of the Taco
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Calling all taco lovers! Sac
Taco Fest is back and it’s
bigger, bolder and tastier
than ever. This year’s fes-
tival debuts “Battle of the
Taco,” a bracket-style tour-
nament where the public
can nominate their favorite
local taquerias for a shot at
glory. Nominated vendors
will battle it out online and
in public vote, with the
winner crowned at the fes-
tival on Sept. 20.

The official tournament
bracket has been released
and Round 1 is wrapping
up. To vote, visit sac-
tacofest.com. Voting closes
at 11:50 p.m. Monday, July
28.

“We’re excited to give
vendors a platform to com-
pete, connect with new
audiences and share the
flavors that define our
community,” said Vice
Mayor Karina Talamantes.
“Sac Taco Fest is a pow-
erful celebration of our
culture and entrepreneur-
ial spirit.”

“This festival is so
much more than just
another food event,” said
Councilmember Eric
Guerra. “It’s about hon-
oring our community’s
taco makers and creating a
space where culture, com-
petition and celebration
come together.

Throughout the voting
period, there will be pop-
ups at Taco Plaza, 2620
Northgate Blvd., all build-
ing up to the big day when
the Battle of the Taco
tournament concludes
Saturday, Sept. 20 at the
annual Sac Taco Fest. The
all-day, gated street festi-
val on Del Paso Boulevard
will transform the area into
a vibrant celebration of
food, culture and commu-
nity, featuring top vendors,
craft beer and spirits, live
bands, DJs and fun for the
whole family. Sac Taco
Fest’s mission is to cele-
brate and support the small
businesses and neighbor-
hoods that give our city its
unbeatable taco culture.

“This festival is exactly

Continued on Page 8
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‘Urban Dreams Art’ Covers Midtown

“Mechateuthis” by Barry Crawford will be located at Mulvaney’s B&L, 19th Street.

Continued from Page 1
arts community thought-
fully and intentionally
and highly encourage the
community to immerse
themselves in exploring
every facet of the pieces
that are part of the Urban
Dreams Art Experience.”

Urban Art
Experience Art Piece
Rundown

“Art Deco Wings” by
Seth Johnson, to be located
on the rooftop of First
United Methodist Church,
sponsored by Stonebridge
Properties.

“Dendro” by Daniel
Tran, to be located at The
Press at Midtown Quarter
Apartments, sponsored by
Oakmont Properties.

“Mechateuthis” by Barry
Crawford, to be located at
Mulvaney’s B&L, spon-
sored by the Handle
District.

“Internal Exposure”
by Jessica Levine, to be
located on the front lawn of
1817 Capitol Ave./Priority
Parking Office, sponsored
by the Handle District.

“Ratchetfish” by Barry
Crawford, to be located
between The Golden Bear
and Der Biergarten, spon-
sored by The Golden Bear,
Der Biergarten, Thomas
Roth.

“Reaching Through”
by Jessica Levine, to be
installed on the exterior
landing of the Midtown Art
Retail Restaurant Scene
(MARRS) building, spon-
sored by Heller Pacific and
Fulcrum Properties.

“Life Labryinth” by
Jessica Levine, to be
located in the courtyard
of 1801 L Apartments,
sponsored by SKK
Developments.

Unnamed (new con-
cept) by Leaveswell, to

be located in the lobby of
Hyatt House, sponsored
by Hyatt House and Visit
Sacramento.

“The Mare'lot” by Aaron
Roseli, to be located on the
pool deck of The Mansion
Apartments, sponsored by
SKK Developments.

“Agua Glow” by Kirsten
Hoard, to be located on the
second-floor patio at 19J,
sponsored by Mohanna
Development.

“Sprout” by Paige
Tashner, to be installed
on the exterior awning of
17Central Apartments,
sponsored by D&S
Development.

“Flaming Horse” by Seth
Johnson, to be installed in
Fremont Park, sponsored
by CADA.

“Paint Can” by Gale
Hart, to be located in the
lobby of Fort Sutter, spon-
sored by Fort Sutter Hotel
& Visit Sacramento.

“Clawfoot Creature”
by Sarah Fetterman, to
be located in the lobby of
Eleanor H16, sponsored by
MG Properties.

“Face Value” by Colin
Mitchell, to be located
in the lobby of Channel
24, sponsored by Another
Planet Entertainment.

Unnamed (new con-
cept) by Gina Rossi, to be
located in the courtyard of
16Powerhouse Apartments,
sponsored by Demmon
Partners.

In addition to the art
pieces, special program-
ming will accompany
select artwork along each
month’s Midtown Second
Saturday Art Walk route
and the talented local and
regional artists will be
available for questions and
answers about their art-
work, process and craft.

After a call for art-
ist submissions in early

“Sprout” by Paige Tashner will be located at 17 Central

Apartment Homes, 17th Street.

“Ratchetfish” by Barry Crawford will be located atThe Golden

Bear, K Street.

“Art Deco Wings” by Seth Johnson will be located at First
United Methodist Church, J Street.

March of this year, more
than 70 pieces of art were
submitted by 36 artists
for review and selection
by an art selection com-
mittee consisting of
artists, arts organizations,
Visit Sacramento and
Second Saturday spon-
sors. The final artwork
selections were based on
artistic merit, community

engagement and interac-
tive qualities.

More information about
the Urban Art Experience
is available at exploremid-
town.org/urban-dreams.

For more informa-
tion about continuously
updated Sutter Health’s
Midtown Second Saturday
details, visit midtownsec-
ondsaturday.com. *

Freeport Bar & Grill Mixes Tradition, Family, Flavor

Continued from Page 1

favorites such as Yankee
pot roast, French onion
soup and clam chowder
served every Friday are
long-standing traditions.

“The Yankee pot roast

is the original owner’s
recipe and we’ve never
changed that. We do home-
made clam chowder every
Friday, the same recipe
that we’ve had for years,”
Finley said. “French onion
soup is served daily and we
have newer items like the
Monterey-stuffed avocado
salad with mixed greens,
fresh avocado and bay
shrimp.”

Finley has been involved
with the restaurant since
her youth by hosting, fold-
ing napkins and helping
her parents where needed.
After graduating from
California State University,
Sacramento, Finley contin-
ued working alongside her
family assisting both on
the floor and with back-of-
house responsibilities.

The restaurant stays true
to its roots while evolving
to meet customer needs,
offering veggie patties and
gluten-free options.

Family values and com-
munity spirit shine through
their events for Easter,
Mother’s Day, Father’s
Day, Valentine’s Day and
New Year’s Eve. The out-
door patio also hosts
weddings, showers and
celebrations of life for
longtime clients.

Bartender and head
server Kristin McCollum
has worked at the restau-
rant for three years but
has been in the restau-
rant industry since 1999.
McCollum said she “fell in

David and Caroline Hinshaw, Pocket residents, celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary with
a dinner at Freeport Bar & Grill on July 9. Photo by Seth Henderson

Located just 10 minutes from downtown Sacramento and about 12 minutes from Elk Grove,
Freeport Bar & Grill is open daily until 10 p.m.

love” with the Delta com-
munity and the people she
Serves.

“Freeport is a great place
to work, great food and
good people. My philoso-
phy is we can work hard,

have fun and help each
other,” said McCollum.
“Fish and chips are the best
thing on the whole menu,
fresh and never frozen cod.
We make our own tem-
pura batter and it’s a huge

portion, enough for two
people to share.”

One of McCollum’s
favorite parts of the job is
seeing familiar faces.

“People | served 20
years ago come here

il

Roberta Ashenfarb is a regular customer who said that the

atmosphere, food and staff are among the reasons why she
loves dining at Freeport Bar & Grill

and remember me; they
become my regulars again.
That’s something that’s
always stuck out to me,”
she said.

According to McCollum,
Freeport Bar & Grill is
one of the few places in
Sacramento that main-
tains a down-to-earth vibe
while offering quality food.
Customer-favorite cock-
tails include the raspberry
lemon drop and dragon
berry mojito with muddled
strawberries, both original
recipes.

Roberta Ashenfarb is a
regular customer who said
that the atmosphere, food
and staff are among the
reasons why she loves din-
ing at the restaurant.

“The food is fresh; it’s
very well made. You’ve
got good company here,
good people here. They
have great specials, and |
just love it,” she said.

David and Caroline
Hinshaw, Pocket residents,
celebrated their 40th wed-
ding anniversary with
dinner at the restaurant.
They have been dining at
the restaurant for a few
years.

“We like the service and
we like the people,” said
David Hinshaw.

Happy hour is available

at the bar from 3 to 6 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays
with beer and wine spe-
cials as well as small bites
such as flat bread pizza and
pretzels.

Customers can watch
their favorite team or
sport on the screens upon
request.

Located just 10 min-
utes from downtown
Sacramento and about 12
minutes from EIk Grove,
Freeport Bar & Grill is
open daily until 10 p.m.
Kids eat free on Tuesdays
and adults enjoy 20% off
bottles of wine during
“Wine Down Wednesday.”

Whether it’s longtime
residents reconnecting
over a favorite meal, new
customers discovering
a neighborhood gem or
families marking life’s
milestones, the restau-
rant continues to be more
than just a place to eat.
It’s a community gather-
ing spot where tradition is
honored, stories are shared
and everyone is treated like
family.

To view the menuor
learn more, visit freeport-
barandgrill.com/about.
Freeport Bar & Grill is
located at 8259 Freeport
Blvd., Sacramento. *
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Live Tunes Near You

Local Summer Concerts and Performances

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Music is a univer-
sal language that unites
the community through
rhythm, sound and joy.
East Sacramento is
known for concerts and
music-themed events that
residents enjoy year-round.
Here are some affordable
and free upcoming shows
to mark on your calendar.

Harlow’s and
The Starlet Room
Located at 2708 J St.,

Harlow’s is a staple live
music venue in Midtown
that consistently features
popular and local tal-
ents. The Starlet Room at
Harlow’s, located above
the main venue, also hosts
concerts and allows con-
certgoers to have a more
up-close experience with
their favorite local bands.

Vinnie Guidera & The
Dead Birds, an indie rock
trio, will celebrate the
release of their new record
“Afterimage” with a show
at The Starlet Room on
July 25. They’ll be joined
by The Kelps and Clevers.
The all-ages show begins
at 8 p.m., doors open at 7
p.m. Tickets are $18.

For ages 21 and up,
Quique Neira, known as
the Voice of Reggae Made
in Chile, will perform July
25 at Harlow’s. Tickets are
$26 each.

Metalcore Night takes
place July 26 at The Starlet
Room with tickets that cost
$20. The 9 p.m. show fea-
tures a mix of legendary
and emerging metal/hard-
core music.

Folk band Shinyribs
brings a blend of Texas

blues, New Orleans R&B-
funk and Memphis soul
to Harlow's stage July 27.
Tickets are $26 and is an
all-ages show.

On July 29, all-ages
punk concert will feature
The Taxpayers, Walter
Mitty and His Makeshift
Orchestra, Dog Party and
Foot Ox, starting at 7:30
p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets cost $32.

The Elk Grove School
of Rock will perform at
6 p.m. July 31 in The
Starlet Room. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. Tickets
are only $14. The same
night, Harlow’s will pres-
ent former American Idol
contestant and folk/coun-
try artist Crystal Bowersox
with Marcus Trummer.
This performance will
start at 7:30 p.m. and doors
open an hour before at 6:30
p.m. Tickets start at $38
for regular admission, pre-
ferred and booth seating
tickets are $50. All ages are
welcome for both concerts.

For tickets and event
details, visit harlows.com/
events.

Music in the Park

Music in the Park con-
tinues July 27 and Aug. 24
from 6 to 8 p.m. at William
Curtis Park, 3349 W. Curtis
Drive.

Hosted by the Sierra
Curtis Neighborhood
Association, the summer
concerts feature free live
music under shady oaks
with a picnic-style set-
ting, gourmet food trucks
and a family-friendly
environment.

Grab a blanket or lawn
chair, savor delicious bites
from local vendors and
enjoy the soundtrack of

Metalcore Night takes place July 26 at The Starlet Room
with tickets that cost $20. The 9 p.m. show features a mix of
legendary and emerging metal/hardcore music. Photo courtesy

of Harlow's

the season in the heart of
Curtis Park.

On July 27, A Little
Project will perform a
blend of jazz fusion, funk
and blues. Enjoy a soulful
blend of smooth grooves
and heartfelt melodies.
A Little Project banded
together in Summer 2024,
and together the band plays
tight grooves that audi-
ence members can dance to
ensure a good time is had.

According to Bazooka,
an Americana-inspired
band, takes the stage Aug.
24 with a mix of folk, rock
and country.

For more information
about the Sierra Curtis
Neighborhood Association,
visit sierra2.org.

Jazz in July
City Councilmember
Rick Jennings hosts free
Jazz in July concerts at
local parks. Shows take
place Fridays from 6 to 8

p.m. It is recommended
that attendees bring lawn
chairs and pack a picnic
dinner.

Catch the last show in
the concert series that will
be held on July 25. It will
feature American guitarist
Kerrie McCoy performing
at Belle Cooledge Park,
5600 S Land Park Drive.

Toyota Concert
Series at the
State Fair

The Toyota Concert
Series at the California
State Fair features nightly
shows on the Sky River
Casino Stage. Concerts that
are free with fair admission
($18 a ticket for adults) or
individual concert tickets
can be purchased for $45
each.

Seating is first come,
first served for the first
700 guests in the general
admission area, starting at
5 p.m. Premium packages

Vinnie Guidera & The Dead Birds, an indie rock trio, will

-~y

celebrate the release of their new record “Afterimage” with a
show at The Starlet Room, located at 2708 J St., on July 25.

Photo courtesy of Harlow's

[ 2
Folk band Shinyribs brings a blend of Texas blues, New

Orleans R&B-funk and Memphis soul to Harlow’s stage,
located at 2708 J St., on July 27. Tickets are $26 for this all-
ages show. Photo courtesy of Harlow's

are available for seating
at the Casamigos Cabana.
Shows start promptly at 8
p.m.

On July 25, plati-
num-certified rock band
O.A.R. will perform their
hits from the late 2000s,
which includes “Shattered”
and “Love and Memories.”

For country music lov-
ers, Brothers Osborne will
take the stage on July 26
to perform their Grammy-
winning songs. The
country duo blends classic

and progressive country
sounds that continues to
garner attention of listen-
ers throughout the United
States.

The July 27 main perfor-
mance will be En Vogue,
featuring original member
Maxine Jones. The iconic
R&B group is known for
hits such as “Hold On,”
“My Lovin’ (You’re Never
Gonna Get It)” and “Don’t
Let Go (Love).”

Visit castatefair.com for
tickets. *
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Not Showing Us the Money

New Poll Finds Vast Majority of Californians Believe
Special Interest Money Has Too Much Influence in Sacramento

By Evan Symon,
California Globe

REPRINTED BY PERMISSION

According to a new
UC Berkeley Institute of
Governmental Studies (IGS)
poll released Thursday, the
vast majority of Californians
believe that special interest
money has too much influence
in Sacramento politics and deci-
sion making, with only 2% of
Californians disagreeing in
any capacity.

The poll specifically found
that 55% of Californians strongly
agreed with the question ‘Do
you agree or disagree: Special
interest money has too much
influence in Sacramento poli-
tics and decision making?’, with
another 20% somewhat agreeing.
With 1% somewhat disagreeing
and 1% strongly disagreeing, the
rest of the 23% were either in the
middle and not agreeing or dis-
agreeing, or simply chose not
to respond.

When broken down by
party, a grand total of 73% of
all Democrats agreed with the
question, albeit with only 49%
strongly agreeing and 24%
somewhat agreeing. Only 3%
disagreed. Republicans brought
a much stronger response, with
81% agreeing, including 69%
strongly agreeing, while only 2%
disagreed. No party preference
voters stood at 75% agreeing.

The question of special inter-
est money having too much
influence in the state capitol also
showed significant racial fluc-
tuations, although like the party

Ll
MPG file photo

registration section, disagree-
ing with the question only saw
a maximum of 3%. White voters
proved far more skeptical, with
82% agreeing (64% strongly and
18% somewhat). Meanwhile,
Latino voters were the least
skeptical, with only 66% in
total agreeing (44% strongly,
22% somewhat).

Finally, voter age showed the
largest divisions on the ques-
tion, albeit once again with only
a maximum of 3% disagreeing
with the question per age group.
As it turned out, the younger the
voter, the less skeptical of the
question they turned out to be.
Heading down from age groups,
85% of those aged 65 and
older agreed with the question,

AN

The vast majority of Californians believe that that kind of spending has far to much inflence in thestate. Image

followed by 81% of 50 to 64
year olds, 77% of 40 to 49 year
olds, 70% of 30 to 39 year olds,
and 59% of 18 to 29 year olds.

If measured by only strongly
agreeing, all age demos showed
50% or more agreeing, except
for the young 18 to 29 year
olds section. There, only 38%
strongly agreed.

The IGS team pointed out even
more demographic fluctuations,
while likewise hammering home
the fact that the vast majority of
Californians all agree on special
interest money having too much
of an influence on lawmakers
in Sacramento.

“Strikingly, this was a question
on which there was little partisan
split, with 73% of Democrats,

oF

81% of Republicans, and 75%
of No Party Preference voters
agreeing. At least 59% of each
regional, gender, age, educa-
tion, income, and racial group
also agreed with the statement,”
said the IGS in their poll find-
ings. “Strong agreement was
highest among white (64%),
male (63%), and 65 years and
older (66%) voters. It was low-
est among young voters (38%)
and low-income voters (37%).
Californians who vote regu-
larly are the most fed up with
the money in California’s polit-
ical system: 87% of them agree
strongly or somewhat, compared
to 67% of respondents who are
not regular voters.”

“The numbers don’t lie.

Californians overwhelm-
ingly recognize that big money
wields far too much power over
our elected officials,” added
California Common Cause
Deputy Director Russia Chavis
Cardenas. “People from every
political party, every race, and
every walk of life are united
behind one urgent demand.
They want Sacramento to
break the grip of big money on
our democracy.”

The California Globe has con-
tinuously shown the high amount
of special interest money flow-
ing through Sacramento, as well
highlighting the groups giving
the most. This includes point-
ing out the hundreds of millions
being spent by public sector
unions each year on lawmakers
and groups in Sacramento, and
thus, having a huge amount of
influence as a result.

In 2024 alone, lobbying
groups spent $540 million to
influence the state govern-
ment, jumping up 10% from
2023. The largest individual pri-
vate sector group, the Western
States Petroleum Association,
spent a total of $17.3 million
in an attempt to influence law-
makers, while the largest sector,
public sector unions spent, as
mentioned earlier, into the hun-
dreds of millions.

As of early July, 2025 mid-
year figures are unavailable
for special interest funding.
However, as the poll showed,
the vast majority of Californians
believe that that kind of spend-
ing has far too much influence in
the state. *

Bombshell Declassified ICA Report on 2016 Plot to Overthrow Elected President

By Harold Pease, Ph. D.,
LibertyUnderFire.org

The new CIA Director
John Radcliffe just released
ICA’s Tradecraft Review
of the 2016 Intelligence
Community Assessment
(ICA) revealing the CIA,
FBI and DNI’s unsuc-
cessful attempt to nullify
Trump’s 2016 election vic-
tory over Hillary Clinton
because of alleged Russian
collusion in the elec-
tion. In this, outgoing
President Barack Obama
and then CIA director John
Brennan played major
and intentional roles in
both. The Russian Hoax
and its coverup, is now
the biggest political scan-
dal in American history.
The Report, showed that
“then-CIA Director John
Brennan, FBI Director
James Comey and Director
of National Intelligence
James Clapper, who were
“excessively involved” in
its drafting, and rushed its
completion in a *“chaotic,”
“atypical” and “markedly
unconventional” process

that raised questions of a
“potential political motive”
(“Obama’s Trump-Russia
collusion report was cor-
rupt from start: CIA
review,” by Miranda
Devine, New York Post,
July 2, 2025). The obvi-
ous intent, though not
cited, was to leave Trump,
the 2016 election victor,
unseated, against the will
of the people who elected
him.

A glaring curiosity was
the timing, “on December
6, 2016, six weeks before
his presidency ended,” and
a month after the election,
“Barack Obama ordered
the assessment, which
concluded that Russian
President Vladimir Putin
‘aspired’ to help Trump
win the election”—thus
Russian collusion (lbid.).
Brennan had an obvious
obsession to include in
the report the unverified
, even discredited Steele
dossier, “despite objec-
tions of the authors and
senior CIA Russia experts,
S0 as to push a false nar-
rative that Russia secured
Trump’s 2016 victory.”
Still another unexplained
anomaly for a guy leav-
ing the presidency within
weeks, is Obama’s wire
tapping of Hillary’s polit-
ical opponent. Trump
responded, “Just found
out that Obama had my
‘wires taped’ in Trump
Tower just before the vic-
tory. Nothing found. This
is McCarthyism!” (X22
Report, Ep. 3679b, July 3,
2025, 47:19, X). “Never

has a president left office
to collude with others to
impede the next sitting
president of the United
States of America until
Obama! (Ibid. 52:23).

The release of the clas-
sified “Tradecraft Review
of the 2016 Intelligence
Community Assessment
[ICA] on Russian
Election Interference” was
conducted by career pro-
fessionals at the CIA’s
Directorate of Analysis
and was commissioned
by CIA Director John
Ratcliffe last May. It con-
cluded that in 2016, then
CIA director Brennan and
others rushed the Russia
Election Interference
Intelligence Assessment.
In it “Brennan is shown
to have dismissed high-
level warnings that the
Clinton campaign oppo-
sition research, the ‘Steel
Dossier,” was not credible.
The intelligence commu-
nity CIA, FBI, DNI, etc.
intentionally fabricated
intelligence information to
create an entirely fictitious
storyline”and weaponized
the fake narrative against
Donald Trump to prevent
him from taking office
after being elected by the
people (Ibid., 48:19).

If the Coup d’état. was
unsuccessful then why
does this matter now in
2025—nine years later?
Because those unpunished
then remained in place
enabling them to cheat
even more so in every two
year election cycle thereaf-
ter, potentially to infinity if

not exposed, punished and
stopped.

Rasmussen Reports
labeled the CIA Directors’
recent release as “An
Enormous Scandal,
Dwarfing Watergate and
the Pentagon Papers,”
much much bigger than
Watergate (Ibid., 48:52).
To which Lee Smith, an
investigative reporter
replied, “Useful detail but
misses crucial fact. I’ve
reported in three books:
Obama ordered ICA and
knew by August 2016 [that
the] only intel tying Trump
to Russia was [the] dossier.
That’s the scandal, not bad
tradecraft or stove piping
intel etc: Obama framed
Trump” (Ibid. 49:25). Let
us repeat, “Obama framed
Trump.”

General Mike Flynn, who
was himself victimized by
the Deep State, said, “The
newly declassified ICA
proves without a shadow
of a doubt that the entire
operation was a rigged par-
tisan hack job. It wasn't
intelligence. It was propa-
ganda meant to undermine
the incoming POTUS. And
who orchestrated this dis-
grace — John Brennan, a
man who wore the title of
CIA Director but acted like
a political assassin in ser-
vice to the Obama/Clinton
machine. He didn't just fail
in his duties. He betrayed
it. He weaponized the CIA
to push a lie, boxed out the
rest of the intelligence com-
munity and engineered a
fraudulent narrative that
tore our nation apart. He

knew the Intel was a lie yet
he led a small handpicked
Cabal to hide the truth and
manufactured a story that
served their agenda ....
Everything they accuse
Trump, myself, and others
of doing they were doing
behind the scenes. That
is what Marxists do. And
while they pushed their fic-
tion, real Americans paid
the price. | exposed all of
it in my new book ‘Pardon
of Innocence.’”” General
Flynn’s suggestion now is
that “John Brennan needs
to be put under investiga-
tion immediately.” (Ibid.,
49:47). Kash Patel in
his book “Government
Gangster’s” verifies in
detail how this was done—
this whole attempted Coup
d'état.

There are good rea-
sons why Trump could not
go after those who went
after him and Flynn when
he was president before
Joe Biden. Then, few
knew of the Deep State.
Even fewer would have
believed him and had he
sought justice who would
have investigated and who
would have prosecuted—a
rogue FBI and Department
of Justice? And with the
corrupt judicial justices
that are only now being
exposed, who would have
convicted? Even now that
the vast majority of the
people are awakened to
these coup conspirators we
are probably not ready to
give long prison sentences
to them—perhaps exe-
cutions? If justice is not

restored they will be back
in power.

Fortunately, “there exists
no statute of limitations for
conspiring to defraud the
US government,” none
also for criminal Rico
activities, more especially,
if criminal activities are
ongoing or there exist any
attempt to cover them up.
This includes cheating in
elections in 2016, 2018,
2020, 2022, 2024—much
of which has been docu-
mented. This is why Trump
allowed them to continue
to do this. It removes the
statute of limitations.”
(Ibid., 52:08). But we must
win decisively both houses
2026.

Ratcliffe in an exclusive
interview summarized the
rational for the released
Intelligence Community
Assessment (ICA). “This
was Obama, Comey,
Clapper and Brennan
deciding ‘We’re going to
screw Trump.”” And they
did. Others called it trea-
son then and now.

Dr. Harold Pease is
an expert on the United
States Constitution anda
syndicated columnist. He
has dedicated his career
to studying the writings
of the Founding Fathers
and applying that knowl-
edge to current events. He
taught history and polit-
ical science from this
perspective for over 30
years. Newspapers have
permission to publish this
column. Read more of his
weekly columns at www.
LibertyUnderFire.org. %
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Brighten a Senior’s Day

Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County
We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes,
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain
independence and dignity through improved nutrition.

For more information and to sign up,
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.
Be the reason someone smiles today.
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

MEALS enWHEELS
SACRAMENTO COUNTY
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Girl Scouts Experience Civic Engagement at State Capitol

Girl Scouts Heart of Central
California News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Girl
Scouts Heart of Central
California (GSHCC) was proud
to welcome Girl Scouts from
across the state for a two-day
educational experience cen-
tered on civic engagement and
advocacy.

This immersive event, which
took place on June 19 and 20,
was open to Girl Scouts in
grades four through 12 and
designed to inspire the next
generation of changemakers by
connecting them directly with
government and public service.

Participants engaged in
hands-on workshops, toured
the historic State Capitol, met
with legislators and took part
in panel discussions, featur-
ing elected officials and leaders
in civic life. The experience
empowers girls to explore how
the government works, under-
stand their role in a democracy
and develop their voices as

s

==

advocates for the issues they
care about.

“This event gives girls a rare
opportunity to see government
in action and to realize that
they, too, can lead and make
a difference in their commu-
nities,” said Adriana Pedroza,

Girl Scouts ps in the California State Senate during their two-

1

associate director of girl expe-
rience at Girl Scouts Heart of
Central California.

Girl Scouts Heart of Central
California is dedicated to
building girls of courage, con-
fidence and character, who
make the world a better place.

vy . )

day event on June 19 and 0. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Through various programs and
initiatives, the organization
empowers girls to take the lead
in their lives and communities.

Headquartered in
Sacramento, Girl Scouts Heart
of Central California serves
over 16,000 girl and adult

members across 18 counties,
including Alpine, Amador,
Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado,
Glenn, Mariposa, Merced,
Nevada, Placer, Sacramento,

San Joaquin, Solano,
Stanislaus, Sutter, Tuolumne,
Yolo and Yuba. *

N -

Girl Scouts listen to a tour guide outside of the Girl Scouts listen attentively e inside the Cal State Senate
Governor'’s Office at the State Capitol Building during their two-day event on June 19 and 20. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts
during their two-day event on June 19 and 20. Heart of Central California

Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Above right: The electronic sign in the California State Senate says, “The California State Senate Welcomes Girl
Scouts.” Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Right: Girl Scouts listen attentively while inside the California State Senate during their two-day event on June 19
and 20. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California
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Kings Korner

SHCRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

Summer league has grown exponentially,
and fans are tuned in today like never before.

Sunday night saw our Sacramento Kings
vying for their third summer league champi-
onship, as they faced off with the Charlotte
Hornets in Las Vegas Nevada.

With identical 5-0 records the Kings got
a dose of what their first and second round
draft choices were capable of, so it remained
to be seen how they would perform when the
lights were brightest.

After an auspicious summer league audi-
tion, Nique Clifford struggled finding his
shooting stroke, and had just 4 points enter-
ing the fourth quarter. The Kings would
never give up on this game. After being
down by 18 points, the young squad fought
back to a single point deficit with less than 2
minutes remaining.

A pass from Isaac Jones to Clifford well
beyond the arc, and Nique did not disappoint
draining a deep three. Clifford followed up
with an acrobatic jump shot in the corner
for another three, and the Kings looked like
winners.

Charlotte would not go quietly as sharp-
shooter Kon Knueppel pulled up for a back
breaking three. Moving the ball quickly into
the frontcourt Isaac Jones sized up his first
3-point shot of the night and when Isaac
converted the three the Kings were knocking
on the door once again.

Kings fans can be proud of how the team
fought for a win that ultimately would
escape them, as a much needed rebound
careened off the foot of Isaac Jones, and the
Kings would go on to lose 83-78.

Neither the loss of the game nor the cham-
pionship is the real story. The Sacramento
Kings got more than just a glimpse of what
their first and second round draft choices are
capable of.

Talented, for sure and yes, they are raw.

Nique Clifford put together a string of
games that stated loudly, I’ve arrived and
ready to make a difference!

Although | don’t like using that word,
Maxime Raynaud is more of a project.
Raynaud, like every rookie, is going to need
extended playing time, and time to play
through his mistakes.

What the Kings really wanted to know, is
can this 7°1” big man make an impact and
play alongside Domantas Sabonis. | believe

he can, but confidence building is what will
determine how quickly Maxime Raynaud
will arrive.

Not to be left behind was the electric play
of second year man Isaac Jones, who com-
ing off a stellar 36-point performance, led all
scores again with a 24-point performance.
Jones made his lone 3-point attempt and
added 11 big boards while chipping in with
2 assists.

Isaac Jones summer league perfor-
mance came as no surprise to me. What’s
sad is the lack of playing time he received
in his rookie year. It’s my hope, as Isaac is
receiving accolades from other coaches and
pundits, that the staff pay close attention to
what is possible.

Jones 6°9” frame and 7°3” wingspan make
him a difficult guard for any team. He has a
definite knack around the rim. He’s active,
and if he finds himself in a rotation that
gives him 20 minutes plus per game, look
for both Isaac and the Kings to take a step
forward.

There is much to shout about as the Kings
close out their summer league schedule.
The confident presence that Nique Clifford
brought every night is one of many things to
be happy about.

Nique lived up to his billing as he played
hard at both ends of the court, and like Isaac
Jones, Clifford will need to find his place on
the team that gets him minutes every game.

Doug Christie has his work cut out for
him with a crowded guard rotation, includ-
ing second year man Devin Carter, who
acquitted himself admirably and played
dominantly. Devin needs to continue work-
ing on his shot, but the upside for Carter
is huge. No need for the Kings to question
their decision to draft a player that could
only contribute half a season due to injury.
Carter is winning fans with every game he
plays. I look for Devin to be more than just a
contributor in the upcoming season.

Yes, Kings fans, you got what you were
hoping for, and without a doubt this summer
league squad has got the city of Sacramento
excited.

Scott Perry isn’t done just yet, so stay
tuned Kings fans!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-
riskingsfan@gmail.com. *

Social Security Matters

What is the Formula for Deciding
When to Claim?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: | am curi-
ous about the “formula” to
decide when to take Social
Security while still work-
ing. | am past the Full
Retirement Age. How do
you best address such?
Should we schedule a call?
Signed: Wondering When

Dear Wondering:
Well, you can always
contact us by phone on
1.888.750.2622 to speak to
one of our certified Social
Security Advisors, or you
can send your questions to
us via email at SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. You
don’t need to pre-schedule
a meeting, as we have mul-
tiple advisors answering the
phone on most normal busi-
ness days. If they all happen
to be busy when you call,
simply leave a voicemail
and an Advisor will return
your call promptly.

For starters, since you
have reached your full
retirement age, know that
your work earnings will
no longer negatively affect
your Social Security ben-
efits. You can earn as
much as possible, and your
monthly SS amount will
be the same, based on your
average lifetime monthly
earnings (for your high-
est 35 years), and based on
your age when you claim.

Since you have not yet
claimed SS, you are already
earning Delayed Retirement
Credits (DRCs) which
increase your monthly SS
amount by .667% for each
month you continue to
delay. That’s 8% for each
full year you delay past your
full retirement age (FRA).
You should not, however,
wait longer than age 70 to
claim because that is when
you will get your maximum
SS benefit amount. For you,
that means that your age 70
amount will be 28% more
than the amount you would
have received at your FRA
of 66 years and 6 months (in
Oct. 2023), and about 15%
more than if you were to
claim now.

Note too, that if your
more recent income is
among the highest of your
lifetime, Social Security
will automatically increase
your monthly SS retirement
amount to account for that
event. They will check your
work earnings each year to
see if you are entitled to a
larger SS amount because
of your recent earnings.

Since (according to your
AMAC member record) you
are married, you may also
wish to consider whether
your wife will get a spousal
benefit from you when you
claim. If your wife’s per-
sonal SS retirement amount
at her FRA is less than the
amount you were entitled to
at your FRA, then she will
get a spousal boost when
you claim. With her spou-
sal boost (if claimed at her
FRA), her total SS bene-
fit should be about 50% of
your FRA benefit amount
(not half of the higher
amount you will get because
you waited longer to claim).

But your wife cannot get a
spousal boost until you are
collecting your SS.

And here is something
else to think about: received
SS benefits will become
part of your overall income
taxed by the IRS when
you submit your income
tax return. If you file your
income tax as “married/
jointly” and your combined
income from all sources is
more than $32,000 then
some of your SS bene-
fits will become taxable
income. If your combined
income is between $32,001
and $44,000, then half
of the SS benefits you
received during the tax year
becomes part of your tax-
able income. Or, if your
combined income from all
sources exceeds $44,000,
then about 85% of your
received SS benefits will
become part of your income
taxed by the IRS. Just
something to keep in mind,
especially since you are still
working.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. *
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It's Timeto Cut Off Public

Broadcasting
In the past, whenever
Republicans have tried

to cut federal funding for
public broadcasting, the
8-foot-2-inch-tall  yellow
bird has been trotted out as
an exemplar of all that is
good and necessary about
public broadcasting, and
the federal dollars have
been preserved.

Perhaps our Jim Hen-
son-created feathered
friend will continue his
undefeated streak, but a
Trump-backed recessions
bill represents the best
chance to defund public
broadcasting in decades, if
not ever.

The bill, clawing back
previously  appropriated
funding, has already passed
the House and is now being
considered in the Senate,
where the filibuster doesn’t
apply. The measure tar-
gets $9.4 billion in federal
spending, including funds
for the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting.

The CPB gets about
$500 million a year from
the federal government,
and parcels it out to NPR,
PBS and local public radio
and TV stations.

NPR maintains that it
only gets about 2% of its
funding from the federal
government, with more
coming indirectly via
member stations. PBS gets
about 15% of its funding
from the feds.

If NPR and PBS pro-
gramming is as compelling
and vital as its defenders
say, it shouldn’t be a heavy

lift to get foundations,
philanthropists and devot-
ed listeners and viewers
to fill any funding gap.
The organization’s already
given out a lot of tote bags
during fundraising drives.
Surely, they can give out
some more.

Decades ago, with the
rise of cable TV and a
proliferation of sources of
news and entertainment, it
seemed absurd for the gov-
ernment to have to prop up
a few select media sourc-
es. How much more ridic-
ulous it is now, in the age
of YouTube, social media,
satellite radio, Substack,
streaming services and
podcast platforms.

Lyndon Baines Johnson
signed the Public Broad-
casting Act, creating the
CPB in 1967, and like
many other Great Society
programs, public broad-
casting is an anachronism
that won’t go away. Big
Bird himself is approach-
ing the age when he’ll soon
begin to be eligible for se-
nior-citizen discounts.

Supporters  of  public
broadcasting extol the vir-
tues of “All Things Con-
sidered,” the “PBS News-
Hour” and “Frontline,” and
yes (political bias aside),
journalists do some good
work for these programs.
They also (again, political
bias aside) do some good
work at The New York
Times and CBS News, yet
neither of these outlets de-
pend on federal tax dollars.

Oh, defenders also ask,
How can we possibly do
without the wonder of edu-
cational programming like
“Sesame Street” and “Dan-
iel Tiger’s Neighborhood™?
“Sesame Street” is, indeed,
an American institution.
Even if PBS collapsed to-
morrow, the show would
certainly go on. For about
a decade now, new epi-

sodes have been featured
on HBO or Netflix, demon-
strating how a venerable
50-year-old project can
adapt to the times.

It’s simply not true, by
the way, that we depend
on PBS for good shows
for kids. There’s been ed-
ucational programming
developed by Nickelodeon
(“Blue’s Clues & You!”),
Scholastic  Entertainment
(“The Magic School Bus”)
and Netflix (“Ask the Sto-
ryBots” and “Ada Twist,
Scientist”). And somehow,
such iconic children’s pro-
gramming as “Dora the
Explorer,” “Peppa Pig”
and “Bluey” were created
without the involvement
of PBS.

Then there’s the argu-
ment that a cut-off of fed-
eral funding will be devas-
tating to local public radio
stations in rural communi-
ties. It’s true that small sta-
tions could go out of busi-
ness, but as anyone who
has been paying attention
has noticed, we live in an
era of great media churn.
Private media entities are
going out of business --
and being created -- all
the time. The government
shouldn’t extend its favor
to a few select outlets. Es-
pecially when these outlets
are so blatantly and per-
vasively biased. NPR and
PBS provide left-of-center
content for left-of-center
audiences under the guise
of objectivity. As many
legacy media organizations
have long demonstrated,
there is a business model
there, but it’s not one that
deserves or needs taxpayer
support.

Big Bird should, finally,
make his own way in the
world.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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New California Budget lgnores
Day of Reckoning

> d

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When Gov. Gavin
Newsom and legislative
leaders were drafting a
more-or-less final 2025-
26 state budget last month,
they were closing what
they described as a $12 bil-
lion deficit, a number that
the state’s media repeat-
edly cited.

It was the wrong num-
ber; it minimizes the state’s
chronic gap between
income and outgo, as the
state’s official budget sum-
mary released this week
confirms.

The budget projects
that the state will receive
$208.6 billion in general
fund revenues during the
fiscal year that began on
July 1, but it will spend
$228.4 billion, a gap just
shy of $20 billion.

The $12 hillion fig-
ure stems from counting a
$7.1 billion diversion from
one of the state’s reserve
accounts as revenue — an
assumption that violates
common sense as well as
any legitimate accounting
scenario.

The more accurate fig-
ure of $20 billion is
important because it
squares with projections
by Newsom’s Department
of Finance and the
Legislative Analyst’s
Office that California has
what’s called a “structural
deficit” in the range of

$10 billion to $20 billion
a year.

In other words financ-
ing all of the programs and
services now in state law
will indefinitely cost that
much more each year than
the state is likely to receive
in revenues.

The budget closes
about a third of the $20
billion gap with an afore-
mentioned $7.1 billion
shift from the emergency
reserve — money that’s
supposed to be used to
cushion the impact of
an economic downturn
or calamities such as the
wildfires that devastated
Los Angeles, earthquakes
or destructive storms.

The deficit isn’t a gen-
uine emergency because
it resulted from irrespon-
sible political decisions,
particularly Newsom’s
declaration in 2022 that
the state had a $97.5 bil-
lion budget surplus and
thus could afford a sharp
increase in spending.

The surplus was a
mirage, based on assump-
tions of a $40 billion
annual increase in revenues
that never happened. Last
year, the Department of
Finance acknowledged that
revenues over four years
would fall short of expecta-
tions by $165 billion.

However, much of
the phantom money was
already spent, thereby
creating the structural
deficit that Newsom and
the Legislature basically
ignored in putting together
the current budget.

The $12 hillion gap left
after the reserve fund shift
was mostly papered over
with on- and off-budget
loans from special funds,
shifting some spending
into future years and using

accounting gimmicks,
such as shifting some cur-
rent year spending, the
June 2026 state payroll
for instance, into the next
fiscal year.

One could liken the state
budget to a family that
takes out loans on its credit
cards to finance a lavish
lifestyle, or a city that pro-
vides pension benefits it
cannot afford.

Sooner or later, the
debts pile so high that they
can no longer be ignored
and the day of reckoning
arrives. That’s one rea-
son why more than 30,000
Californians file for bank-
ruptcy each year and why
several California cit-
ies have gone bankrupt in
recent years.

States cannot file for
bankruptcy, no matter how
distorted their finances.
If they could, California
would not qualify because
of its almost unlimited
ability to borrow money
from special funds.

However, there will
be a day of judgment if
California’s spending
continues to outpace its
revenues, particularly if the
state’s economy continues
its sluggish performance.

Newsom and legislators
implicitly assume that at
some point revenues will
increase enough to cover
their spending and pay
off their debts — just as a
debt-ridden family buys
lottery tickets in hopes of
avoiding bankruptcy.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *
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ABOUT TOWN

Banana Festival

in August
The 14th Annual
Sacramento Banana

Festival, Aug. 16-17 at
Land Park, is a multicul-
tural event celebrating
cultures in Asia, Africa,
and the Americas that use
the banana as a source of
food, art, and culture.

It will feature music,
food and craft vendors, art
exhibitions and activities
and a kids zone. Details
atbananafestivalsac.org.

Area Museum
Experiences

A sampling of must-see
and must-do experiences
and special activations
offered by local museums

include the following:
California Museum —
Experience four decades
of powerful activist print-
making in “Mission
Grafica: Reflecting a

Community in Print,” a
striking exhibition that
showcases the rich leg-
acy of Mission Graéfica,
a renowned commu-
nity print center in San
Francisco. Featuring
42 vibrant screenprints
from influential artists
such as Carmen Lomas
Garza, Rupert Garcia, and
Favianna Rodriguez, the
exhibit explores themes of
cultural celebration, polit-
ical resistance, and social
justice—from gentrifica-
tion and gender equality
to international solidarity.
Through Sept. 14.

Details at californiamu-
seum.org.

California Automobile
Museum - Sixty Years
of Mustang. A compre-
hensive history of the
Mustang, from when
it first hit the roads in
1965 to the current era of
Mustangs.

Highlighting sto-
ries from prolific names
in Mustang history like
Saleen, Shelby and
lacocca. Interactive
experiences and digi-
tal displays showcase the
iconic Mustang image
over the decades.

Details at calautomu-
seum.org.

Story” chronicles the fas-
cinating history of the
canning industry in the
Capital City.

The limited time
“Sacramento In a Can”
exhibit is perfect for vis-
itors interested in learning
how Sacramento became
the Tomato Soup capi-
tal of the world. Through

Details at sachistory-
museum.org.

Elks Lodge 6
Calendar of Events
Elks Lodge 6 Sunday
Breakfast, 8:30 am-11
am; $15 tax included.
Yoga, Monday 12 p.m.,
Wednesday 3:30 p.m.
Lodge members free.

Thursdays and Saturdays,
7 p.m.

Martial Arts, Monday 5
p.m.

Pickleball, Monday,
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-12
p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30
p.m.; Sunday, 4-7 p.m.

Wednesday Night
Dinner, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
See elks6.net for weekly

California State
Railroad Museum- The
Chinese Railroad Workers’

Sept 1.

Karaoke Nights, menu. *

Experience offers visitors a
view of the Chinese work-
ers who built the western
portion of the nation’s first
Transcontinental Railroad.
Marginalized by history,
the Chinese workers were
more than a nameless
group of laborers.

Details at californiarail-
road.museum.

Sacramento History
Museum — “Sacramento
In a Can — Featuring the
Campbell’s Sacramento

Stop by for a visit

We are your neighbors

nextdoor
East Sacramento News

nextdoor.com/page/east-sacramento-news

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

LYT LE{

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

¢ Custom Cabinetry

CONSTRUCTION INC Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years
Remodeling and Design s a

LIC# 480492 . ﬁfi;"ht;"n"; FREE Consultation

© Bathroons 916-422-6639

www.lytleconstruction.com o

NARI

Summer Yard Clean-up Specials!
*HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP

*RAIN GUTTER CLEANING Call LESTER
- HEDGE SROAMHING 8RB REMOVAL (916) 838-1247

* PRESSURE WASHING

Lic#128758/Ref
Pressurewash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replacethat old lawn!

Hard work—not a problem! ﬁ’@ﬂ-

SPECIALSFOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

SMOOT LANDSCAPI Ne

* Drought tolerant
landscape

* Low voltage lighting
* Garden renovations
* Concrete and stone

@ ° Consultations
7 available

916, 45400

www.SmootLandscaping.com ¢ Contractor License #633224

ROONEY’SPLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

456-7777

rooneysplumbing.com

License #683668

for Diabetic Test Strips
and Supplies

We pick up and pay you
CASH ON THE SPOT!

Call 916-505-4673 Now!

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie'sList

Cell: 213-3740

Neil Mclntire— C.S.L # 394307

Revive

Lic. #794448

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING

Restore
Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl

New Installation & Repairs
Family Tradition Since 1957 | = Repairs

sacramentohardwood.com

1.800.725.3320 916.342.6596

Refinish

= Sand & Finish

= New Installatlons-
= Recoating

Prime Quality Maintenance
* GUTTER CLEANING

* Window Cleaning
(inside/out/screens washed)

Free Estimates

* Pressure Washing

(all surface areas)
+ Junk Removal/Hauling
* Landscape Maintenance

PALEGAL ADS FOR SM}IIMIEHTII COUNTY?

) Il
Call t place your

legal advertising 916 713 ““

Al Legaf Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Group

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry Electrical - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation
Fix leaks of all types
Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Call Eric (916) 470-3488

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS
& PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
line under your
existing driveway!

SEWER PROBLEMS’? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

N e re/#illinithe/#2{husiness s
Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

ydig.com

Call (916) 773-1111

to advertise with us today!

@ Messenger Publishing Group

min

MEALS - WHEELS
SACRAMENTO COUNTY

Meals on Wheels
Sacramento County is
soliciting proposals from
qualified vendors to
provide meal catering.

For full RFP
Visit: wwww.mowsac.org

(916) 619.81890)

Let Linda help you get the word out

Arden ¢ Carmichael ¢
Land Park ¢ Pocket

(916) 524.9184
lindapohl2@gmail.com

Email:
RFP@mowsac.org
Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl
. ? East Sacramento
i ber of
Need to Advertise? | | o

To submit your articles,

email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to

East Sacramento
at (916) 773-1111.

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please

Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us

East Sacramento News

Serving Arden Arcade and Sacramento County since 1993

Itis the intent of the East Sacramento News to strive
for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The East Sacramento News is not responsible

for unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The

entire contents of the East Sacramento News are
copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created
and/or composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to East Sacramento
News, 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA
95608.

The East Sacramento News is published twice a
month. Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.
Call Linda Pohl for advertising or other inquiries
at(916) 619-8189.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

A Veteran
TODAY 7

.
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City’s Response to
Homelessness Updated

Three Tips to Protect Rivers When Boating

City of Sacramento
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- With summer in full
swing, City of Sacramento
Department of Utilities
staff are reminding boat-
ers how they can help keep
local waterways clean.
“Our rivers are great
places to recreate but boats
are a surprising source of
waterway pollution,” said
Emma Burke, an outreach
specialist that manages the
City’s Keep Our Waters
Clean program, which
helps educate boaters.
“Waste, fuel and oil from
boats can harm local wild-

water supplies.”

According to Burke,
there are three simple ways
boaters can help protect
rivers:

Use public restrooms
and dispose of pet waste
properly

Waste carries bacteria,
viruses and parasites that
can threaten the health of
humans and wildlife.

Use pumpout stations to
remove wastewater from
your boat’s holding tank

Improperly dumped
wastewater often contains
excess nutrients that con-
tribute to harmful algal
blooms and can harm
fish and wildlife. Boaters

station locations on the
California State Parks
website.

Recycle used oil and
dirty bilge water at desig-
nated facilities.

Dirty bilge water can
contain pollutants, such as
oil, fuel and debris, which
should never be dumped
in waterways. Boaters
can find facilities to recy-
cle used oil and dirty bilge
water on CalRecycle’s
website.

“While these are some
of the simplest ways boat-
ers can help keep our
waterways clean, they
also happen to be some of
the most effective,” Burke

-y

The City of Sacramento funds and operates shelter spaces every night for people experiencing

homelessness. Photo courtesy of City of Sacramento

City of Sacramento
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The City of Sacramento has
released its weekly prog-
ress report for the City’s
Incident Management
Team (IMT) responding to
homelessness.

From July 7-13, the city
received 801 calls to 311
customer service related to
unsheltered individuals.

Through the work of
the IMT, 1,065 calls were
closed, meaning that either

the issue was remedied,
compliance was achieved
or the issue no longer
existed when city staff
inspected the site.

Department of
Community Response staff
enrolled 108 people into
shared local databases that
match them with shelters
and other resources.

In addition, 27 peo-
ple were placed into the
City’s Roseville Road
campus or the Outreach
and Engagement Center
(OEQ).

Y

As of July 15, there were
zero Pallet homes and
one trailer available at the
Roseville Road campus as
well as five spaces avail-
able at the Outreach and
Engagement Center. There
was an average of 16 open-
ings at city-funded shelters
(excluding the Roseville
Road campus and the
Outreach and Engagement
Center).

Regarding waste
removal, the city cleaned
up 100,880 pounds of
trash. *

Top Tacos Compete in Bracket-Style Tournament

Continued from Page 1
the kind of inclusive, community-pow-
ered celebration that makes Sacramento
special,” said Councilmember Roger
Dickinson. “I’m proud to host Sac Taco
Fest in District 2 and support the ven-
dors, artists and residents who make it all
possible.”

“Sacramento Taco Fest 2025 is more
than a celebration of culture; it’s a pow-

small businesses,” said festival spon-
sor Cathy Rodriguez, president and CEO
of the Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce.

“As a supporting partner, the
Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce Foundation is proud to
champion events that spotlight our entre-
preneurs, boost neighborhood vitality and
build lasting opportunities for growth in

life and affect drinking

can find a list of pumpout

said. *

Vision Zero Tracks Crash Causes

City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento is
beginning the process to update its Vision
Zero Action Plan, renewing its commit-
ment to eliminating traffic-related deaths
and serious injuries through data-driven
strategies and community input.
Originally adopted in 2018, the Vision
Zero Action Plan serves as the city’s road-
map to reduce severe and fatal crashes.
The updated plan will align with fed-
eral guidance from the Safe System
Approach and the Safe Streets and Roads
for All program, as well as California’s
Safety Corridor guidance. The new plan is
expected to be completed in spring 2026.
“The Vision Zero update is more than
a document; it’s a strategy for investment
of policies, programs and infrastructure
across all departments at the city,” said
Jennifer Donlon Wyant, Mobility and
Sustainability Division manager with the
Department of Public Works. “We want
Sacramento’s streets to be safe for every-
one, all ages and abilities, all ways of
traveling, whether you’re walking, biking,
taking transit or driving. This is the begin-
ning of a collaborative process to get us
there.”
To support the update, the city has

SACRAMENTO

[
d'- VISION ZERO

Our Safety is Homegrown

Vision Zero rejects the notion that
transportation crashes are simply
“accidents.” Photo courtesy of City of
Sacramento

Dashboard, providing data from 2013
to 2023. The 2024 dataset will be added
soon.

The dashboard highlights the top con-
tributing factors in severe and fatal
crashes, including:

Driving at an unsafe speed (15%)

Impaired driving (13%)

Failure to obey signs and signals (12%)

Failure to yield (11%)

This analysis will help identify
state-designated safety corridors, prioritize
investments in traffic safety and monitor
progress toward the city’s safety goals.

This summer and fall, city staff will
attend local events, host engagement meet-
ings and provide online tools to collect
public input. Residents can stay informed
by visiting VisionZeroSac.org and signing

erful economic driver for our local

our diverse communities.”

* launched a Vision Zero Crash Data

up for updates. %

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Perez Landscaping

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing <Fans <Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
sLighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
<Framing and more!

AII,Phases of home.
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine
e QOil Changes Light Diagnosis
* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection * Tune-Up

o Safety Inspection e Batteries

e Transmission Service
® Brakes
* Wheel Alignment

* 30, 60, 90K Service
e Brake &
Lamp Station

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
PROOF ING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

e L]

v

v

*Sodding, «Planting

& Concrete Gimrounding Areas
«Concrete Finishing/ CSLB#1134987
Stamping Bonded & Insured
sLandscape installation (916)287-6164
and Design

Junk Removal

Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796

repair. Comm & Res.

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL

-Irrigatign *Retaining Walls Amagln'uanlllandscfpelgsé%ign £
*Yard maintenance. : nstallation. Est =
Free estimates. Fore more MS Hauling American Construction & Property ® 2 '
info. call 916-834-2352 «Junk Removal Maintenance Company \ B[ crove B
email:Elverperez@att.net «Garage Cleanouts WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD =
Lic #14-00016214 *Yard Debris ‘91 6)612 0776
*E-Waste -
3DR CONCRETE ; ; Lic#690968
All your concrete needs. Mentlop this ad and ©
Bobcat services, driveway receive 15% off!

INSTALL

*SEAMLESS

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

%‘“ SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

« ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF

DRY ROT REPAIR

GUTTER INSTALL

FREE ESTIMATES!

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
* DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

CONCRETE & FOUNDA-
TIONS & stucco & excavation
pick up, & removal & junk-
clean up allk. good $ small
jobs ok lic (916)-271-0227

Visit: mpg8.com

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

JUNK & HAULING clean
ups all excavation & concrete
removal cars and trucks
removal good $ small jobs ok
$40 & up lic (916)-280-4361

FENCES lifeime warranty
wood & stucco & iron work &
masonry & clean up hauling &
removal good $ small jobs ok

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

(916)-271-0227

LIC# 1108441

Yard sale? Garage Sale?
Advertise in your local
community newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

P 3 )
MPG

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

) We accept Visa & :

| VISA

Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019

Mastercard

ROUTT
5he|!on ROOFING
Pmnhng, Specializing in

Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

Q
@ Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Visit: mpg8.com

916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

(0

«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways *Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance
Writers to provide great coverage.

MPG) Calustocay at 167751111
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Hear that Train Whistle Blow

Historic Steam Locomotive Set to Ride the Rails Again

California State Railroad
Museum Foundation
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Visitors
to the Old Sacramento Waterfront
will soon regularly hear that
steam whistle blow as Granite
Rock 10 returns to operating
service, riding the rails of the
Sacramento Southern Railroad.

The California State Railroad
Museum & Foundation are
thrilled to announce the historic
steam locomotive is set to offi-
cially begin pulling weekend
excursion trains on August 9.*

Moving forward, Granite
Rock 10 will likely pull excur-
sion trains on two weekends per
month, rotating with historic die-
sel locomotives.

In the meantime, the com-
munity and rail fans might see
Granite Rock 10 on the excursion
train as the train crew gets fully
up to speed operating the steam
locomotive for the first time in
Six years.

Since October 2019, Granite
Rock 10 has been out of service
for needed maintenance that took
place in the historic Railyard
Shops. Most of the meticulous
work done on the locomotive
involved a cylinder-rebuilding
project followed by precision
adjustments to the valves and
valve-timing mechanisms.

The California State Railroad Museum Foundation mission is to gen

erate revenue and awareness on behalf of

its destinations, while supporting the preservation, interpretation and promotion of our railroad heritage. The
foundation provides funding for ongoing support of numerous programs, both at the museum's Old Sacramento
location and at the historic park in Jamestown. Photo by Kelly B Huston, courtesy of the California State Railroad Museum Foundation

The precision-focused main-
tenance was led by Chief
Mechanical Officer Al DiPaolo
who was supported by a ded-
icated crew of mechanics
that specialize in historic rail
equipment.

“Still operating steam loco-
motives such as our prized
Granite Rock 10 are true sur-
vivors and always have a
fascinating story to tell,” said
Dr. Ty Smith, Director of
the California State Railroad
Museum. “We invite our
local, regional, and world rail

community to take a ride back
in history to experience the
sights, sounds, and smells of a
historic train ride reminiscent
of an earlier time when steam
ruled the rails and connected the
nation in majestic ways.”

As background, Granite
Rock 10 was built in 1942 for
the U.S. Army Transportation
Corps, sold as surplus to
Granite Rock Co. of Logan in
1947 before retiring from ser-
vice in 1960. The historic steam
locomotive was later donated
to the California State Railroad

Museum in 1995 and returned
to service in 1997, pulling
weekend excursion trains and
delighting fans of all ages.
With roots dating back to
World War 11, Granite Rock
10 tells a tale of ingenuity and
using every available techno-
logical resource available at the
time. “Today, Granite Rock 10
allows the Museum to preserve
and teach the now nearly forgot-
ten knowledge associated with
the maintenance and operation
of steam-driven machinery,”
said Tim Schroepfer, President

& CEO of the California State
Railroad Museum Foundation.

In addition to periodic eve-
ning and/or special train ride
experiences, memorable six-
mile, 45-minute excursion
train rides are available Fridays
through Sundays, with three
trains departing on Fridays
(11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2:30
p-m.) and five on Saturdays and
Sundays (10 a.m., 11:15a.m., 1
p.m., 2:15 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.).

Advance reservations for
excursion train rides are avail-
able here. Tickets purchased
online may be picked up in
the ticket office of the Central
Pacific Passenger Station on
Front Street between | and J
streets at the Old Sacramento
Waterfront. If still available,
same-day tickets are available
at the ticket office as well.

For updates on when Granite
Rock 10 will be operating
on the Sacramento Southern
Railroad, the team will give as
much advance notice as possi-
ble via social media channels.
For more information about
the California State Railroad
Museum or Foundation, please
visit www.californiarailroad.
museum.

*Steam is not guaranteed
and motive power is subject to
change on any given day with-
out advance notice. *

Law Enforcement Partnership
Yields 24 Narcotics Arrests

Governor Newsom Announces

i >3 oy
Sacramento County District Attorney Thien Ho speaks at a podium in S mento during a July
16 press conference about a joint narcotics operation between Sacramento Police Department,

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Sacramento County District
Attorney’s Office. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento County District Attorney's Office

Sacramento County District
Attorney’s Office News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento
Police Department, along with the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) and the Sacramento
County District Attorney’s Office
announced the results of a recent operation
focused on maintaining safety and quality
of life in the central city.

Over a five-week period from April 23
to May 30, a temporary team known as
the Central Narcotics Enforcement Team
(CNET) worked to identify and stop street-
level drug activity.

The operation was part of the
Sacramento Police Department’s ongoing
efforts to ensure our streets remain a safe
and welcoming place for residents, work-
ers and visitors.

“This operation addressed street-level
drug activity helping to keep our neighbor-
hoods safe,” said Sacramento Police Chief
Kathy Lester. “We’re committed to using
focused strategies and strong partnerships
to protect our community and preserve the

vibrant atmosphere of our city.”

The operation led to approximately 24
arrests, with additional arrests anticipated
and resulted in the seizure of large quanti-
ties of drugs, firearms and cash.

More than 2,700 grams of cocaine, 6,000
fentanyl pills, 311 grams of heroin and 260
grams of ketamine were seized, along with
more than 200 grams of ecstasy, 17 ounces
of Dimethyltryptamine (DMT) and nearly
two pounds of psilocybin mushrooms.

Also seized in the operation were 20
Adderall pills, more than four pounds of
methamphetamine, more than $31,500 in
cash believed to be proceeds from drug
sales, three rifles and one handgun.

While Central Narcotics Enforcement
Team was a temporary team, the
Sacramento Police Department remains
focused on using resources effectively,
listening to community concerns and
working with partners to keep neighbor-
hoods safe.

The link to the July 16 CNET News
Conference news conference is https://
www.youtube.com/live/yGTVb6Y Z-
DAs?si=s9mVyuvdmVyXTd3C. *

Unsecured Property Taxes Due Sept. 2

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Annual
bills for Sacramento County unsecured per-
sonal property taxes for fiscal year 2025-2026
will be mailed on July 18 and are due no later
than Sept. 2 to avoid penalties for delinquency.

If you owned unsecured property in
Sacramento County, such as a boat or aircraft
or if you leased or owned fixtures and equip-
ment related to a business on Jan. 1 and do
not receive a tax bill by Aug. 8, contact the
Sacramento County Tax Collector’s Unsecured
Property Tax Unit at 916-874-7833 between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays, excluding holidays.

Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse
delinquency or allow the tax collector to cancel
penalties or collection costs.

Payments can be made by mail or in person

at the County Tax Collector’s Office, 700 H St.,
Room 1710, Sacramento, CA 95814, between
the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays, excluding holidays.

Property taxes can also be paid online by
e-check or credit card with the Sacramento
County Property Tax Bill Information
System website.

Tax bills become delinquent if not paid in
the Tax Collector’s Office by 5 p.m. Sept. 2 or
received by mail bearing a postmark of Sept. 2.

If the tax bill is not paid by the delinquency
date, a 10% penalty and collection cost will be
added. DMV registration could be withheld
on watercraft if unsecured property taxes are
reported delinquent.

If a tax bill remains unpaid after Oct. 31,
additional collection costs and monthly pen-
alties at the rate of 1.5% will be added to the
base tax. *

Appointments

£

Gov. Gavin Newsom

Office of Governor
Gavin Newsom
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Governor Gavin
Newsom announced the
appointment of several
positions on July 16.

Jennifer Osborn, of
Orangevale, has been
appointed Director at the
California Department
of Industrial Relations.
Osborn has been Chief
Deputy Director at the
California Department
of General Services
since 2021.

She was Director of the
Division of Administrative
Services at the California
Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation from
2018 to 2020. Osbhorn
was Deputy Secretary
of Fiscal Policy and
Administration at the
California Government
Operations Agency
from 2013 to 2018. She
was Deputy Secretary
of Fiscal Operations
at the California State
and Consumer Services
Agency from 2012 to
2013.

Osborn was Principal
Program Budget Analyst at
the California Department
of Finance from 1998 to
2011. She earned a Master
of Public Administration
degree from the University
of Nevada, Reno and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Journalism and Political
Science from California
State University, Chico.
This position requires
Senate confirmation
and the compensation is
$236,052. Osborn is a
Democrat.

Gentian Droboniku,
of Sacramento, has been
appointed Chief Deputy
Director of the California

Department of Tax and Fee
Administration. Droboniku
has been a Research Data
Manager at the California
Department of Tax and Fee
Administration since 2019
and an Adjunct Assistant
Professor at the University
of Southern California,
Price School of Public
Policy since 2017.

Droboniku was a
Research Data Specialist
at the California Public
Employees Retirement
System from 2014 to
2018. He was a Debt and
Investment Researcher
at the California Debt
and Investment Advisory
Commission from 2012
to 2014. Droboniku was
Performance Evaluator
at the California State
Auditor from 2010 to
2012. He was a Graduate
Student Policy Assistant
at California’s State
Controller’s Office from
2008 to 2010.

Droboniku earned a
Master of Public Policy
degree from the University
of Southern California
and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Political Science
from the California State
Polytechnic University,
Humbolt. This position
does not require Senate
confirmation and the com-
pensation is $214,968.
Droboniku is a Democrat.

Sean Connelly, of
Sacramento, has been
appointed the Assistant
Secretary for the Office
of Public and Employee
Communications at the
California Department
of Corrections and
Rehabilitation. Connelly
has been Chief of
Staff in the Office of
Assemblymember Jessica
Caloza in the California
State Assembly since
2024.

He held multiple posi-
tions in the Office of
Assemblymember Freddie
Rodriquez in the California
State Assembly from 2016
to 2024, including Chief
of Staff and Capitol and
Communications Director.
Connelly held multiple
positions at the University
of California Student

Association from 2013 to
2016, including Interim
Executive Director and the
Director of Government
Relations.

He was a Legislative
Assistant and Consultant
for Office of Senator Ellen
Corbett in the California
State Senate from 2012
to 2013. Connelly was
an Executive Fellow in
the Capital Fellowship
Program at the California
National Guard for
Adjutant General David
Baldwin from 2011
to 2012. He earned a
Bachelor of the Arts
degree in Global Studies
and Maritime Affairs
from California State
Polytechnic University,
Maritime Academy.

This position does not
require Senate confirma-
tion and the compensation
is $172,008. Connelly is a
Democrat.

Melissa Bacon, of
Sacramento, has been
appointed Deputy Director
at the Office of Legislative
and Governmental
Affairs at the California
Department of Health Care
Services. Bacon has been
Assistant Deputy Director
at the Office of Legislative
and Governmental
Affairs at the California
Department of Health
Care Services since 2016,
and was Staff Services
Manager from 2013 to
2016.

She was an Associate
Governmental Program
Analyst at the California
Department of Alcohol
and Drug Programs from
2008 to 2013. Bacon was
an Alcohol, Tobacco and
Other Drug Prevention
Coordinator at University
of California, Davis,
Health, Education and
Promotion Department
from 2006 to 2008.

She earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Sociology
from the University of
California, Davis. This
position does not require
Senate confirmation
and the compensation is
$164,400. Bacon is reg-
istered with no party
preference. *
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Softhall Western "B" National Championship

Tournament Fe

Above: Teams are comprised of all-star players or are select teams,
where girls try out for squads and practice and play together for

several months.

Middle: Almost 40 teams, including about a dozen from the
Sacramento region, swing into action with opening ceremonies at
9 a.m. July 22 at Maidu Regional Park, 1550 Maidu Drive, Roseville
for USA Softball’'s Western “B” National Championship.

Right: About 500 players between the ages of 9 and 11 will compete
in the World Series-like tournament that draws teams throughout
California and the western states. Photos courtesy of Lisa Zeng

By Ron Trujillo

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- Clutch hits, defensive gems
and must-win games will high-
light USA Softball’s Western
“B” National Championship
10-under girls’tournament that
runs from July 22 through July
27 in Roseville, bringing about
2,500 athletes, coaches and fans
and generating more than $1 mil-
lion for Placer Valley.

Almost 40 teams, includ-
ing about a dozen from the
Sacramento region, swing into
action with opening ceremonies
at 9 a.m. July 22, after press time,
at Maidu Regional Park, 1550
Maidu Drive, Roseville.

The first games start at 9 a.m.
July 23 at Maidu Regional Park
and Mahany Park, 1545 Pleasant
Grove Blvd. in Roseville and
continue into the evening. The
championship games are on July
27 at Maidu Regional Park.

About 500 players between the
ages of 9 and 11 will compete
in the World Series-like tourna-
ment that draws teams throughout
California and the western states.

Fans can enjoy the games

are available for purchase at
the parks.

“You’re going to see some very
good softball,” said Pocket Aces
10-under team manager Corey
Chatman.

The Pocket Aces 10-under
team, from southwest
Sacramento, has practiced since
December and has compiled a
record of 27-17 this season.

“The teams that are seeded
at Nationals are very sound,”
Chatman said. “It’s top tier.”

Teams are comprised of all-star
players or are select teams, where
girls try out for squads and prac-
tice and play together for several
months.

“They’ve worked so hard for
this,” said Woodland Elite man-
ager Fabi Michel.

The 13-player Woodland Elite
team has practiced since January
and started playing games in
February.

“They’ve learned to commu-
nicate with each other on the
field and have grown as a team,”
Michel said. “They go on the
field and play their hearts out.”

Placer Valley Tourism has
hosted the Western Softball "B"

NS

various age groups more than a
dozen times since 2010, accord-
ing to organizers.

“It’s a long-standing rela-
tionship that helps make the
tournament go very smooth,”-
said USA Softball of Sacramento
tournament director Karla Burket.
“Roseville has great fields and all
of the leagues in our association
have such amazing volunteers.”

Placer Valley Tourism, which
competes with other communi-
ties for the high-profile Western
National tournaments, has made
significant improvements to
local softball fields in the past
few years.

“The Western Nationals is
always a big hit with the com-
munity, from the athletes and
their families to area businesses
that enjoy the boost in revenue,”
said Kim Summers, CEO of
Placer Valley Tourism and @the
Grounds, home of the Roebbelen
Center. “Placer Valley’s good
quality fields combined with the
area’s amenities make it a great
destination for the athletes and
their families.”

More than 25 teams will be
traveling and staying in hotels

atures 0 Players

teams appreciate the ability to
stay close to home, saving time
and money, while playing against
some of the best teams in the
West.

“It’s a luxury to be so close
to home,” said Chatman, whose
team will come home every
night. The close-to-home tourna-
ment “is an easy sell to parents.”

Winning a championship is the
goal but building camaraderie
and meeting new girls, especially
during the opening ceremo-
nies, are also a huge part of the
six-day tournament. Players will
exchange pins and wear costumes
(the outfits are a surprise until the
event) as part of a long-standing
opening ceremonies tradition.

“They are super excited
about Nationals,” Michel said.
“Winning is obviously great
but having more time to bond
and playing together is special.
They are so proud to represent
Woodland.”

Softball has been generating
more interest among girls and
fans in recent years.

Almost 30,000 girls played
for their high school softball
teams last year in California,

five years earlier, according to
the California Interscholastic

Federation. Several thou-
sand girls play the sport in the
Sacramento region.

The National Collegiate
Athletic Association Women’s
College World Series had a record
1.3-million viewers on aver-
age per game for the 15 games
this spring on ESPN, including a
record 2.4-million viewers for the
third and deciding game between
the eventual national champion
University of Texas Longhorns
and Texas Tech Red Raiders.

In June, the Major League
Baseball-sponsored Athletes
Unlimited Softball League
(AUSL) started with four teams
that will play a 24-game sea-
son this summer. The league
has already announced plans to
expand to six teams in 2026.

So some of the girls competing
in the tournament could continue
playing the sport in high school,
college or even in a pro league.

“It could be a groundbreaking
moment, where they fall in love
with the sport,” Chatman said.
“Western Nationals is going to
be something they will remember

for free. Drinks and snacks

Nationals Championship for

during the tournament. Area

an 11.4% increase compared to

forever.” *

Baker Claims Championship  Zack Mate Wins Men's

at Women's Amateur

Sacramento Golf
Council News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Taylor Baker of Sacramento
emerged victorious at
the 2025 Sacramento
Valley Women’s Amateur
Championship, capturing the
Championship Flight title at
the Alister MacKenzie Golf
Course at Haggin Oaks on
July 13.

Baker led wire to wire, fir-
ing a superb opening round
66 and closing with an even-
par 72 for a two-day total of
138 (-6).

Hot on her heels was
Rancho Murieta’s Hannah
Camara, who surged with
a final-round 70 (-2) to fin-
ish just one stroke back at
139 (-5).

Defending Champion,
Rocklin’s Kaylyn Noh
rounded out the podium at
140 (-4), carding rounds of
68-72.

When asked about the
10-foot birdie putt on hole
#18 to win, Baker replied
“l was really shaking but
I decided to commit to
my routine. Ellis (Baker’s
caddy) and | really liked our
line and | just decided to
make my best stroke.”

The leaderboard was
packed with impressive per-
formances, including Erica
Villegas (Suisun, -2) in
fourth and a tie for fifth at
-1 between Darla May Dela
Torre (Fairfield) and Tavia
Burgess (Mather), who
posted low rounds of 70 and
69, respectively.

Notably, Ellie Bushnell
of Granite Bay recorded a
blazing 68 (-4) on Sunday to
vault into a tie for eighth at
+1, demonstrating the depth
of talent in this year’s field.

Karen Garcia of Cool
emerged as the Senior
Championship Division win-
ner. Garcia posted rounds
of 72 and 74 to finish at +2
(146 total), claiming a deci-
sive four-shot victory.

Taylor Baker of Sacramento
holds her championship
trophy from the 2025
Sacramento Valley Women'’s
Amateur Championship at
the Alister MacKenzie Golf
Course at Haggin Oaks
on July 13. Photo courtesy of
Sacramento Golf Council

It was another victory for
Garcia before she heads to
the United States Women’s
Senior Open at San Diego
Country Club in August.

Tied for second at
+6 (150) were Deborah
Robertson of Martinez and
Tina Barker of Fairfield.
Both players battled in the
final round, with Robertson
carding a 79 and Barker
ari.

Rounding out the top
five were Deanna Payne of
Lakehead in fourth at +11
(155) and Melissa Spencer
of Santa Cruz in fifth
at +13 (157).

The Low Net Champion
was Michele Ross of San
Leandro with a net score
of 137.

The Alister MacKenzie
Golf Course at Haggin Oaks
is among California’s most
historic public courses.

\ bl |
Karen Garcia of Cool
emerged as the Senior
Championship Division
winner, posting rounds of
72 and 74 to finish at +2 (146
total), claiming a decisive
four-shot victory. Photo courtesy
of Sacramento Golf Council

Opened in 1932, it was
designed by Dr. Alister
MacKenzie, the legend-
ary Scottish architect famed
for Augusta National and
Cypress Point. Known for
its masterful routing, undu-
lating greens and deceptive
bunkering, the MacKenzie
Course has long been a test
for amateurs and profession-
als alike.

Haggin Oaks has hosted
numerous USGA champion-
ships, state championships
and local events, cement-
ing its place as the “people’s
championship course” in
Northern California.

The course’s blend of tra-
dition and challenge made
it an ideal venue for this
year’s Sacramento Valley
Women’s Amateur, con-
tinuing a proud legacy of
women’s competitive golf
in the region. *

Amateur Championship

Sacramento Golf
Council News Release

CARMICHAEL, CA (MPG)
- The 2025 Sacramento
County Men’s Amateur
Championship was held on
July 12 to July 13 at Ancil
Hoffman Golf Course in
Carmichael.

Zack Mate of ElIk Grove
captured the title with an
impressive final round 66,
paired with an opening 71,
for a two-day total of 137.

Finishing just one stroke
back in second place was
Taylor Knoll of Rancho
Cordova, who carded rounds
of 70-68 for a total of 138.
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Zack Mate of Elk Grove
wins the 2025 Sacramento
County Men’s Amateur
Championship, held at Ancil
Hoffman Golf Course in
Carmichael on July 12 and
13. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento
Golf Council

Rounding out the top three
was Sacramento’s Keith

Okazaki, who posted con-
sistent rounds of 70-70 for a
total score of 140.

The prestigious 36-hole
stroke-play event was open
to all male amateur golfers
with a GHIN (Golf Handicap
& Information Network)
index of 3.0 or less.

The tournament was con-
ducted by the Sacramento
Golf Council, which over-
sees all city and county
amateur golf championships.

Chuck Honeycutt served
as tournament chair, with
assistance from Scott Bland.

For more information
about upcoming events, visit
sacgolfcouncil.org. *

Republic FC Signs 2024
Breakout Striker Khori Bennett

Sacramento Rpublic FC’s
newest forward, Khori

Bennett. Photo courtesy of
Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic
FC News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Republic FC announced
on July 17 that the club has
signed forward Khori Bennett.
He will be added to the team’s
roster, pending league and
federation approval. Per club
policy, the terms of the con-
tract were not disclosed.
“Khori is an important
addition for us at this stage
in the season to bolster our
front line,” said Republic
FC President and General
Manager Todd Dunivant. “He
brings strength, physicality
and tenacity in front of goal

and we are looking forward to
quickly integrating him into
our group.”

The 27-year-old was a
breakout star in 2024. He led
the Western Conference with
15 goals to help Las Vegas
Lights make their first post-
season appearance in club
history. Bennett helped the
team with six goals and an
assist in June 2024, culminat-
ing in his selection as Player
of the Month. He earned a
second Player of the Month
nomination in August with
a four-game scoring streak.
In the playoffs, Bennett net-
ted the game-winning goal in
Las Vegas' upset over first-
place New Mexico United to
punch its ticket to the Western
Conference Final.

Bennett’s play was recog-
nized beyond the league and in
November, earned his first call
up to the Jamaican National
Team for the Concacaf
Nations League Quarterfinals.
Earlier this year, Las Vegas
announced that he had been
transferred to Kuwait Premier
League club Al-Nasr SC for

a record fee, where he added
one goal and two assists in
eight appearances.

Bennett made his profes-
sional debut in 2022 for USL
League One club Charlotte
Independence and across
two seasons scored 18 goals
and added three assists in
64 appearances. Bennett
recorded his first career hat
trick on July 28, 2022 and
was later named USL League
One Player of the Month. The
Jacks reached the postsea-
son in both years Bennett was
there and in 2023 made its
first appearance in the USL
League One Final.

Originally from Saint
Andrew, Jamaica, Bennett
first came to the U.S. to play
collegiately at Northeastern
University and in three
years made 44 total appear-
ances with five goals and
three assists. For his senior
year, Bennett transferred to
Radford University where he
started in 15 of 16 games and
added three goals and one
assist to reach the Big South
Conference Semifinals. %



