
Midtown Association  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Staying 
true to its mission to be the center 
for culture, creativity and vibrancy 
in Sacramento’s urban core, the 
Midtown Association is set to 
install and display 16 art pieces 

and sculptures in time for Midtown 
Second Saturday on Aug. 9.

With sizes that range from 6 inches 
to 20 inches, some art pieces need 
specialized and/or crane-like equip-
ment (such as a gradall) to be put 
into place. Installation throughout 
the district will take place in early 
August, and the artwork will remain 

on display through Midtown Second 
Saturday on Sept. 13.

“Nearly a year in development 
and made possible by support from 
the office of Mayor Kevin McCarty, 
Supervisor Phil Serna, Sutter Health 
and Visit Sacramento, the all-new 
‘Urban Dreams Art Experience’ is a 

By Idaly Valencia

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - As 
summer winds down, stu-
dents are preparing for the 
start of a new school year 
by gathering school sup-
plies, updating wardrobes 
and filling backpacks. 

According to the San 
Juan Unified School 
District, students in the 
Arden-Arcade area will 
have classes for the 2025–
26 academic year start on 
Aug. 14. 

A series of back-to-
school celebrations and 
resource fairs are sched-
uled in the area, offering 
free school supplies, food, 
services and entertainment.

Here are a few events 
and resources available for 
students and their families 
to be ready for the first day 
of school.

Back-to-School 
Block Party: 

Community Love
R o b e r t s  F a m i l y 

Development Center, in 
partnership with Crown 
Connection, will host the 
Back-to-School Block 
Party: Community Love 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 11.

The fourth annual event 
will be held at the center’s 
campus at 770 Darina Ave. 

Focused on commu-
nity support and unity, the 
event will provide free 

backpacks and school sup-
plies, children’s haircuts, 
food and drinks, games, 
music and face painting. 

A variety of fami-
ly-focused community 
resources will also be 
available to attendees.

YFC Block 2 School 
Bash

On Saturday, Aug. 16, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the 
Greater Sacramento Urban 
League’s Youth & Families 
Center and the Black Child 
Legacy Campaign will 
present the YFC Block 2 
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Several back-to-school celebrations and resource fairs in 
the area will offer free school supplies, food, services and 
entertainment for students. 

Youth can enjoy various activities and entertainment at the back-to-school events scheduled in 
the area. Photos courtesy of The Hope Community Church

‘Urban Dreams Art’ Covers Midtown

“Internal Exposure” by Jessica Levine will be located at 1817 Capitol Ave. Photo courtesy of Midtown Association

City of Sacramento 
News Release

SACRAMENTO/WEST 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The City of Sacramento 
is moving one step closer 
to breaking ground on the 
long-anticipated I Street 
Br idge  Rep lacemen t 
Project, a transforma-
tive effort that will replace 
the existing 113-year-old 
bridge with a new mul-
timodal crossing linking 
Sacramento and West 
Sacramento.

Sacramento city staff 
presented an update on 
the project’s funding and 
financing strategy at the 
July 29 Sacramento City 
Council meeting. 

The update outlined 
major progress toward con-
struction in 2026, thanks 
to recent commitments 
of state and federal fund-
ing and ongoing efforts to 
finalize interagency financ-
ing agreements.

The project has ben-
efited from strong and 
sustained leadership at the 
local, state and federal lev-
els. U.S. Congresswoman 
Doris Matsui has champi-
oned the project from the 
beginning, even propos-
ing the architectural design 
competition that helped 
shape the bridge’s final 
look. 

State Senators Angelique 
Ashby and Christopher 
Cabaldon have also played 
key roles, advocating for 
funding and interagency 
collaboration.

“This is not just a bridge; 
it’s a once-in-a-generation 
investment in connectivity, 
safety and opportunity for 
both cities,” said Assistant 
City Manager Ryan Moore. 
“We’re deeply grateful to 
all of our local, regional, 
state and federal part-
ners who continue to work 
alongside us to bring this 
vision to life.”

The replacement bridge 
will feature 12-foot shared-
use paths for pedestrians 
and cyclists, wider travel 
lanes to accommodate 
buses and emergency 
vehicles, and improved 
connectivity to trails and 
regional destinations.

The existing I Street 
Bridge, built in 1911, will 
remain in place but be con-
verted into a bicycle and 
pedestrian-only crossing 
on its upper deck.

Construction of the new 
bridge is estimated to cost 
$300 million. Caltrans 

I Street Bridge 
Replacement 

Has 2026 
Build Start
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truly ambitious and incred-
ibly exciting project all 
at once,” said Executive 
Director of the Midtown 
Association Emily Baime 
Michaels. 

“We expect that this art 
experience will be a real 
tourism draw for the city. 
Each piece is unique and 
stunning in its own way. 
The art ranges in size, 
scope, subject matter and 
artist intent, which makes 
the initiative so intriguing.

 “We look forward to 
uplifting our local arts 
communi ty  t hough t -
fully and intentionally 
and highly encourage the 
community to immerse 
themselves in exploring 
every facet of the pieces 
that are part of the Urban 
Dreams Art Experience.”

Urban Art 
Experience Art Piece 

Rundown
“Art Deco Wings” by 

Seth Johnson, to be located 
on the rooftop of First 

United Methodist Church, 
sponsored by Stonebridge 
Properties.

“Dendro” by Daniel 
Tran, to be located at The 
Press at Midtown Quarter 
Apartments, sponsored by 
Oakmont Properties.

“Mechateuthis” by Barry 
Crawford, to be located at 
Mulvaney’s B&L, spon-
sored by the Handle 
District.

“Internal Exposure” 
by Jessica Levine, to be 

located on the front lawn of 
1817 Capitol Ave./Priority 
Parking Office, sponsored 
by the Handle District.

“Ratchetfish” by Barry 
Crawford, to be located 
between The Golden Bear 
and Der Biergarten, spon-
sored by The Golden Bear, 
Der Biergarten, Thomas 
Roth.

“Reaching Through” 
by Jessica Levine, to be 
installed on the exterior 
landing of the Midtown Art 

Retail Restaurant Scene 
(MARRS) building, spon-
sored by Heller Pacific and 
Fulcrum Properties.

“Life Labryinth” by 
Jessica Levine, to be 
located in the courtyard 
of 1801 L Apartments, 
s p o n s o r e d  b y  S K K 
Developments.

Unnamed (new con-
cept) by Leaveswell, to 
be located in the lobby of 
Hyatt House, sponsored 
by Hyatt House and Visit 
Sacramento.

“The Mare’lot” by Aaron 
Roseli, to be located on the 
pool deck of The Mansion 
Apartments, sponsored by 
SKK Developments.

“Agua Glow” by Kirsten 

Hoard, to be located on the 
second-floor patio at 19J, 
sponsored by Mohanna 
Development.

“Sprout”  by Paige 
Tashner, to be installed 
on the exterior awning of 
17Central Apartments, 
s p o n s o r e d  b y  D & S 
Development.

“Flaming Horse” by Seth 
Johnson, to be installed in 
Fremont Park, sponsored 
by CADA.

“Paint Can” by Gale 
Hart, to be located in the 
lobby of Fort Sutter, spon-
sored by Fort Sutter Hotel 
& Visit Sacramento.

“Clawfoot Creature” 
by Sarah Fetterman, to 
be located in the lobby of 
Eleanor H16, sponsored by 

MG Properties.
“Face Value” by Colin 

Mitchell, to be located 
in the lobby of Channel 
24, sponsored by Another 
Planet Entertainment.

Unnamed (new con-
cept) by Gina Rossi, to be 
located in the courtyard of 
16Powerhouse Apartments, 
sponsored by Demmon 
Partners.

More information about 
the Urban Art Experience 
is available at exploremid-
town.org/urban-dreams. 

For  more informa-
tion about continuously 
updated Sutter Health’s 
Midtown Second Saturday 
details, visit midtownsec-
ondsaturday.com. � H

Continued from Page 1

Hot Jazz Jubilee  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Hot Jazz Jubilee will 
once again feature four 
days of music and enter-
tainment over Labor Day 
weekend from Aug. 29 to 
Sept. 1. 

Five venues will offer 
music at the Doubletree by 
Hilton Sacramento, rang-
ing from the large Grand 
Ballroom to the more inti-
mate Garden Terrace and 
RJs. Dancers will want to 
hang out in the three ball-
rooms, which offer dance 

floors.
 “We are excited to offer 

some new music genres 
and some great bands new 
to the festival,” said Hot 
Jazz Jubilee Director Pat 
Jones. “Plus, some fab-
ulous guest artists. The 
variety at this festival 
can’t be beat. We have 
jazz, swing, gypsy jazz, 
zydeco, blues, old time 
rock ‘n’ roll, western swing 
and R&B. Something for 
everyone.”

 This year’s band lineup 
includes Black Market 
Trust, Crescent Katz, 
Swingin’ West, Steve 

Lucky & the Rhumba 
Bums, Dave Bennett 
Quartet, Katie Cavera & 
the Lost Boys, Two Tone 
Steiny & The Cadillacs, 
Tom Rigney & Flambeau, 
Todd Morgan & The 
Emblems, Stephanie & 
Paolo, San Lyon, Groovus, 
The Summer Groove Band 
(formerly High Street 
Band) and Yve Evans & 
Company. Joining them 
will be Sax Gordon, Adrian 
Cunningham, Dan Barrett, 
Jason Wanner, Bill Dendle 
and jazz vocalist Meloney 
Collins.

  This family-friendly 

event is in air-conditioned 
comfort at the newly 
remodeled DoubleTree 
by Hilton Sacramento 
on Point West Way in 
Sacramento. There is free 
admission for youth 18 
and under. The Sacramento 
Jazz Education Foundation 
will sponsor youth clin-
ics where young musicians 
can perform with the pros. 

Food and drinks as well 
as a jazz vendor fair will 
also be on site. Get tickets 
at hotjazzjubilee.com. 

For special group rates, 
inquire at info@hotjazzju-
bilee.com. � H

Hot Jazz Jubilee Releases Lineup

Five venues will offer music for the Hot Jazz Jubilee at the 
Doubletree by Hilton Sacramento, ranging from the large 
Grand Ballroom to the more intimate Garden Terrace and RJs. 
Photo courtesy of the Hot Jazz Jubilee

Sapphires in the Mail, Arriving by the Day 
Story and photos 
by Kimberly A. Edwards

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The highlight of my 
day is awaiting the mail 
truck, as I’m on the watch 
for flats, bundles and card-
board boxes. 

This new pastime is an 
unexpected treat of buying 
books and articles writ-
ten by early authors of the 
California Writers Club 
Sacramento. Our club is 
turning 100 years old this 
fall. The hunt has made me 
realize that not only were 
these authors talented but 
that they deserve honor. 
They are deceased now 
but the books, poems and 
articles they left behind 
endure. 

Daily, I scour club 
records for references to 
work published. Then I 
tear through the internet, 
screen after screen, chas-
ing available titles. 

Books are searchable, 
although covers changed 
by publishers make first 
editions hard to identify. 

Magazines  can  be 
f lee t ing .  For  exam -
p le ,  so -and-so  so ld 
stories to Love Stories, 
Argosy, Secrets, Intimate 
Stories, Essence, Popular 
Mechanics, Weird Tales, 
Dude, Popular Science, 
B e t t e r  H o m e s  a n d 
Gardens, Teen and so 
on. But our records don’t 
specify the exact date of 
publication. So last night, 
I foraged for an hour for 
“The Torso on the Rocks,” 
sold to Trapped Detective 
Story Magazine. No luck.     

Each day’s mail brings 
surprises, as I rediscover 
the forgotten gems I’ve 
ordered. Our club, an 
affiliate of the California 
Writers Club in 1925, 
claimed members who 

published as early as 
1914. Yesterday, I dis-
covered early publisher 
Jo Anderson, “His Print 
Shop,” at 416 J St., 
Sacramento. The illus-
trations done by a name 
described as “Sacramento 
Boy” went on to become 
an internationally famous 
article.

Enthusiasm can be 
dizzying. Four times I 
ordered duplicate cop-
ies of the same book but 
they were different edi-
tions with different covers. 
Twice I ordered “The 
Golfer’s Bible” but one 
turned out to be a real 
Bible. Recently, the bank 
put my credit card on hold 
for charges thought to be 
suspicious. 

On a dark night, I real-
ized that I had accidentally 
disposed of something in 
the garbage bins. With a 
flashlight and a stool, I dug 
for a discarded photo of 
nationally-syndicated col-
umnist “Helen Help Us” 
Helen Bottel.  

It’s exciting to find an 
early book, especially a 
scarce one.  I’m not a pro-
fessional book trader, so 
I obviously don’t know 
what I’m doing. I’m just 
snatching what I can, con-
vincing myself that the 
dazzle of yore belongs to 
us in Sacramento. 

H a v i n g  s t u d i e d 
multi-cultural children’s 
books in the ’70s, I know 
that librarians in those 
days had little guidance 
when ordering books with 
diverse characters. I am, 
thankfully, finding in this 
growing trove of jewels 
respectable renditions.  

What tested my mettle, 
however, were two early 
books with “Pickanny” 
in the title. One was ded-
icated to the students of 

Sacramento’s Bret Harte 
Elementary School. I 
realized that instead of 
cowering at the phone 
screen, I needed to accept 
the context. The author’s 
interest, as explained, 
was so that the students 
would understand how it 
felt to be bullied. And so 
I bought both books, tell-
ing myself that we must 

own our past and under-
stand that perspective at 
the time differs from love 
on the page crafted labo-
riously by an author with 
good intentions.

Many of our early 
authors’ books were made 
into movies. One inspired 
the TV series, “Grizzly 
Adams.”

Edna Chandler and Lee 
Roddy published more 
than 50 books apiece. 

D u a n e  N e w c o m b 
sold 2,000 articles. Leo 
Rosenhouse sold dozens 
monthly.  

Psychiat r is t  Walter 
Bromberg,  author of 
“Crime of the Mind,” 
served as an expert on 
famous criminal cases. 
E d n a  M a e  B u r n a m 
Nauman wrote the “Dozen 
a Day,” music instruction 
for piano students. 

Attorney Ken Donelson 
and his wife, Irene, wrote” 
Married Today, Single 
Tomorrow:  Marr iage 
Breakup and the Law.” 
Diane Davidson wrote 
“Feversham” about a 
real-life murder in Tudor 
England. 

Walter T. Boyd, having 
worked in secret military 
operations, wrote about 
cryogenics. 

Amparo Campeón wrote 
a column for Spanish-
language newspaper, “El 
Hispano.” 

Bud Gardner became the 
most inspirational writing 
teacher in the U.S.  

Eva Rutland wrote, 
“When We Were Colored.”

So what will we do with 
this stockpile of early work 
of which we are so proud? 
We plan to display it at 
our “100 Years of Writing 
Excellence in Sacramento” 
event from noon to 3 p.m. 
Oct. 18 at North Ridge 
Country Club. Presenters 

will include award-win-
ning featured speaker Jack 
Ohman, Rich Ehisen, poet 
Carol Lynn Stevenson 
Grellas, literary agent 
Sandra Proudman and 
Alison Linton of the local 
CBS affiliate. For tickets 
or more information, go to 
sacramentowriters.org.

The 102-year Kiyo Sato 
International award winner 
will be on hand. Attendees 
will learn about early 
magazines and trends in 
publishing. 

We thank our partners, 
the Crocker Art Museum, 
the  Cal i fornia  Sta te 
Library, the Sacramento 
Public Library and the 
Center for Sacramento 
History. 

As a child whose hands 
leaked stories from the 
minute I awoke, I believe 
that everyone who wants 
to write should be encour-
aged and we need to 
applaud all who have. 

Questions remain: will 
my credit card be deac-
tivated due to flagged 
purchases around the 
globe? What am I going 
to do with these treasures 
after the event, since they 
are taking over my condo? 

Sapphires shine and can 
last forever, as will these 
works, long past my condo 
and me.

Kimberly A. Edwards, 
first vice-president of the 
California Writers Club, 
is a long-time writer with 
credits in national maga-
zines, international media, 
newsletter publishing, 
reporting, column writ-
ing, poetry and memoir. 
Everyone in the writing 
community is invited to join 
the Centennial event (sacra-
mentowriters.org) to honor 
early writers and those cur-
rently devoted to all genres, 
including journalism.  

These books are just a few 
of the works by Sacramento-
area writers. Some of the 
authors were published 
as early as 1914. California 
Writers Club, Sacramento 
will celebrate 100 years 
of excellence in writing 
on Oct. 18 at North Ridge 
Country Club. Go online to 
sacramentowriters.org for 
more information about the 
writers club and its 100th-
year anniversary. 

‘Urban Dreams Art’ Covers Midtown

“Flaming Horse” by Seth Johnson will be 
located at Fremont Park, Q Street. 

“Ratchetfish” by Barry Crawford will be 
located at The Golden Bear, K Street. 

“Mechateuthis” by Barry Crawford will be located at 
Mulvaney’s B&L, 19th Street. 
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When life moves fast, your health care should keep up. Dignity Health offers convenient same-day care 
throughout Greater Sacramento—including Express Primary Care in Elk Grove and Roseville, and Urgent 
Care in Midtown Sacramento and Woodland. Whether you need relief from minor illness, a routine 
checkup, symptom management, or a flu shot, our providers are here to help you feel better, faster.

Visit Express Primary Care Go to Urgent Care

 Same-day care  
 for same-day  
 needs.

Get in, get seen, and get on with your busy day. 
Visit dignityhealth.org/get-care-today to schedule an appointment. Same-day care facilities are 
a service of Dignity Health Medical Foundation.

Continued from Page 1

Downtown 
Sacramento 
Partnership  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Downtown Sacramento 
Foundation is encouraging 
entrepreneurs to sub-
mit their big ideas in the 
13th annual Calling All 
Dreamers business incuba-
tor. This program provides 
a one-of-a-kind chance for 
aspiring business owners to 
receive resources and sup-
port to launch their dream 
business. 

Applications can be 
submi t ted  on l ine  a t 
CallingAllDreamers.org 
through 11:59 p.m. Sept. 1.

Now entering its 13th 
year as a business incuba-
tion program, last year’s 
Calling All Dreamers win-
ner signed a lease in Old 
Sacramento Waterfront and 
plans to open in September. 

Last year’s runner-up is 
in lease negotiations and 
plans to sign a lease this 
summer.

“Calling All Dreamers 
is a great opportunity 
for entrepreneurs to con-
nect with local experts to 
develop and elevate their 
business models,” said 
Andrew LaFrance, busi-
ness development manager 
at Downtown Sacramento 
Partnership and program 
manager for Calling All 
Dreamers. 

“This free program has 
assisted nearly 40 retail, 
food-based and experi-
ence-based businesses with 
opening in Sacramento 
since 2013. I am eager to 
see which exciting busi-
ness concepts participate 
in the 13th season of this 
impactful program that 

has brought so much 
value to the downtown 
community.”

 Selected applicants will 
participate in business 
development workshops 
that call for extensive plan-
ning, market research and 
proof of financial sus-
tainability. After several 
months, the top five con-
cepts are chosen to move 
forward and are eligi-
ble to receive a $5,000 
to $20,000 cash infusion 
into their business pro-
vided they complete the 
program and sign a lease 
in Downtown Sacramento 
Par tnership’s  dis t r ic t 
within one year.

 Leading the cohort 
through the process is a 
special selection com-
mittee formed by the 
Downtown Sacramento 
Foundation, including 
prominent business lead-
ers and SCORE volunteers 
who assist them in build-
ing out their business plan 
and financial projections. 
Ultimately, the committee 

will select the most via-
ble candidate to receive the 
cash infusion to assist the 
successful launch of their 
downtown Sacramento 
storefront.

 After being selected 
by a committee in early 
September, the cohort 
attend a variety of business 
workshops from September 
through November. 

The selection committee 
will choose the five pro-
gram finalists in December 
and the finalists will prac-
tice and deliver a final 
pitch in February. 

The f ina l  awardee 
and runner-up will be 
announced in February 
2026. 

Former Calling All 
Dreamers finalists and run-
ners-up currently operating 
in downtown Sacramento 
include Pittador Brews 
(coming soon), Haus of 
Comedy (coming soon), 
Ecojoyous (2024), Dipped 
N Color Splat Studio 
(2023), and NEO Escape 
Rooms (2018). � H 

Apply Now for Calling All 
Dreamers Business Incubator 

Pittador Brews, last year’s Calling All Dreamers winner,  plans 
to open in September in Old Sacramento Waterfront. Photo 
courtesy of Downtown Sacramento Partnership.

School Bash at Fourth Avenue Park. 
The free event offers backpacks (while 

supplies last), food, music, games and 
vendor booths. 

Families are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs and enjoy a day filled with fun and 
connection. Fourth Avenue Park is at 4040 
Fourth Ave. Attendees can register ahead 
of the event by visiting gsul.org/event/
yfc-block-2-school-bash.

Back 2 School Block Party 
One of the largest events, the Back 

2 School Block Party, will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 23 at 
McClatchy Park (3500 Fifth Ave.). 

Hosted by The Hope Community 
Church, the event is entering its third 
year and aims to connect families with 
resources and provide a fun experience 
for youth in the community to get them 
excited for the new school year.

Event highlights include a kids’ zone 
with inflatable attractions, face painting 
and sensory-friendly activities. Children 

will also have the opportunity to take pho-
tos with superhero characters.

“Back-to-school events are vital for our 
social fabric and cultivating healthy com-
munities, especially in underserved areas,” 
said Hope Community Pastor Caleb 
Crenshaw. “It’s a place to get necessi-
ties, connect to free community resources, 
enjoy a free hot dog lunch while making 
memories with the family.”

In addition to entertainment, the event 
provides a range of free services. 

Haircuts will be offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis, ensuring students can 
head into the classroom with confidence. 

A free hot dog lunch will be served to 
all attendees, and thousands of grocery 
bags and food packages will be available 
to take home. More than 20 community 
resource vendors will share information 
and services.

Those who register in advance at the-
hope.cc/blockparty will be entered into a 
drawing for a chance to win a $100 gift 
card. For questions or vendor details, con-
tact info@thehope.cc.� H

Returning to Class

Children will have the opportunity to take photos with superhero characters during the Back 
2 School Block Party, hosted by the Hope Community Church, on Aug. 23 at McClatchy Park, 
3500 Fifth Ave. Photo courtesy of The Hope Community Church
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(California Department of Transportation) 
has committed $250 million in fed-
eral Highway Bridge Program funds 
toward construction and the California 
Transportation Commission awarded an 
additional $25 million in competitive state 
funding earlier this summer.

The City of Sacramento is continu-
ing to work with its partners to finalize 
key financing arrangements that will sup-
port the project’s construction phase. Key 
next steps include presenting the financing 
strategy to the Sacramento Transportation 

Authority this month and submitting a 
final finance plan to Caltrans.

The City of Sacramento is also working 
with the City of West Sacramento to final-
ize cost-sharing agreements, with each 
city expected to contribute between $13 
million and $32 million, depending on the 
final financing structure.

These agreements will require fur-
ther Sacramento City Council review and 
approval, expected in September.

Construction is expected to begin in 
spring 2026 and take approximately four 
years to complete. � H

Have you ever done the 
right thing in a difficult 
situation, but your heart 
said, “I’m just not feeling 
it”? If so, then you know 
how hard it is to sync 
your feelings with your 
actions.

I  r emember  such 
a  moment  in  1995 
in  Mounta in  View, 
California where I was 
stationed at Onizuka Air 
Station. It was memorable 
because it was the very 
first time I shared a chap-
lain’s assignment with a 
Catholic priest.

His name was Richard 
Regan.

Father Regan was a 
winsome and gregari-
ous guy who was adored 
by his parishioners. We 
became fast friends, and 
he encouraged me to call 
him Richard, but around 
his parishioners, I had to 
call him “Father.”

One weekday morn-
ing, Richard and I arrived 
in uniform for a meet-
ing in our chapel office. 
As we walked toward the 
entryway, we met two 
contractors hired to refur-
bish the steps.

The two men scrambled 
to their feet. They looked 
past me and greeted 
Richard in a deep Irish 
brogue.

“Top o’ the morning to 
ya’, Father.”

Richard returned a pol-
ished smile as we walked 
past them to enter our 
office suite.

Inside, I noted how the 

men barely glanced at me.
Richard explained.
“I met them a few days 

ago and they asked about 
the Christian cross we 
both wear on our uni-
forms. I told them that 
I was a Catholic priest 
and you are a Protestant 
minister.”

Richard described how 
the men looked down at 
their work in an awkward 
pause. “Is that so?” they 
asked.

“I hope that won’t 
stop you from greeting 
him each morning too,” 
Richard said.

“We’ll greet him if you 
insist,” one admitted, “but 
I’m afraid we’ll be giv-
ing him a rather frosty 
‘top-o’-the-morning.’”

Richard laughed. The 
men didn’t.

I had much in com-
mon with those men. We 
both were having trouble 
syncing our feelings with 
doing what we knew was 
right.

It was a stretch for me 
to call my friend “Father” 
because I was raised with 
the literal interpretation of 
Jesus’ words in Mathew 
23:9: “Do not call anyone 
on earth ‘father,’ for you 
have one Father, and he is 
in heaven.” Yet I learned 
to do it because it was a 
professional courtesy of 
clerical protocol.

The catholic men, 
l ikely raised in the 
Northern Ireland conflict, 
probably found it difficult 
not to spit on Protestants, 
but the good Father’s 
insistence encouraged 
them to do what was 
right.

Today, in the cur-
rent political climate, 
I’m aware that there are 
many issues that work to 
separate us, such as gun 
control, immigration and 

abortion. These topics are 
difficult to decide, but we 
choose our views for var-
ious reasons based on our 
upbringing, personalities 
and experiences.

Yet as people of faith, 
we do know what is right 
between each other. Our 
faith demands we do 
unto others, as we would 
have them do unto us. We 
know for certain that we 
must love God with all 
our heart and our neigh-
bor as our self.

So, even during these 
days of political madness 
and uncertainty, I hope 
we will pledge to our-
selves and to our faith, to 
do the right thing between 
each other. We will 
remain civil and kind and 
will synchronize our faith 
with our actions.

As for the Irishmen, I 
told Richard that they’d 
warmed a bit, but still 
hadn’t  wished  me , 
“Top-o’-the-morning.”

“Sounds like progress,” 
he said.

“How so?”
“If they really didn’t 

like you, they’d insult 
you with something like, 
“May the cat eat you, and 
may the devil eat the cat.”

I grinned. I suppose 
sometimes you take what 
you can get.

Discounted versions of 
all my books can be found 
on Amazon by search-
ing for “Norris Burkes.” 
Autographed copies can 
be obtained on my website 
www.thechaplain.netor by 
sending a check for $20 
for each book to 10566 
Combie Rd. Suite 6643 
Auburn, CA 95602. 

Sign up to receive this 
weekly column by email 
at www.thechaplain.net/
newsletter/ or send me 
your email address to com-
ment@thechaplain.net. 

Synchronizing Our Heart With Our Actions

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Continued from Page 1

I Street Bridge Replacement 
 Has 2026 Build Start

The long-anticipated I Street Bridge Replacement Project is expected to take four years to 
finish. Construction is expected to begin in spring 2026. Photo courtesy of City of Sacramento

City of Sacramento 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The City of Sacramento 
has issued $267,000 in 
citations for illegal fire-
works since the City 
Council approved higher 
penalties in June. The ordi-
nance allows year-round 
enforcement and increased 
fines up to $10,000 for vio-
lations near parks, schools 
or critical infrastructure.

Of the total citation 
amount, $192,000 came 

from the Sacramento 
Fire Department, with 
the remaining $75,000 
issued by the City’s Code 
Enforcement Division.

This enforcement period 
spanned July 2 through 
July 5. During that time, 
44 citations were issued 
compared to 55 in 2024. 
However,  the  dol lar 
amount more than dou-
bled compared to last year, 
when citations totaled 
approximately $100,000.

The ordinance also des-
ignates each firework 

as a separate violation, 
increasing the financial 
consequences for individ-
uals caught using multiple 
illegal fireworks.

Residents reporting ille-
gal fireworks should call 
the non-emergency fire 
number, 916-808-3473.

They also can use the 
free Sacramento Fire 
Department Community 
App, which is moni-
tored by the Sacramento 
F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t . 
The app is available 
for Android and Apple. � H

Illegal Fireworks Citations Top $267,000 
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City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento is 
beginning the process to update its Vision 
Zero Action Plan, renewing its commit-
ment to eliminating traffic-related deaths 
and serious injuries through data-driven 
strategies and community input.

Originally adopted in 2018, the Vision 
Zero Action Plan serves as the city’s road-
map to reduce severe and fatal crashes.

The updated plan will align with fed-
eral guidance from the Safe System 
Approach and the Safe Streets and Roads 
for All program, as well as California’s 
Safety Corridor guidance. The new plan is 
expected to be completed in spring 2026.

“The Vision Zero update is more than 
a document; it’s a strategy for investment 
of policies, programs and infrastructure 
across all departments at the city,” said 
Jennifer Donlon Wyant, Mobility and 
Sustainability Division manager with the 
Department of Public Works. “We want 
Sacramento’s streets to be safe for every-
one, all ages and abilities, all ways of 
traveling, whether you’re walking, biking, 
taking transit or driving. This is the begin-
ning of a collaborative process to get us 
there.”

To support the update, the city has 
launched a Vision Zero Crash Data 

Dashboard, providing data from 2013 
to 2023. The 2024 dataset will be added 
soon.

The dashboard highlights the top con-
tributing factors in severe and fatal 
crashes, including:

Driving at an unsafe speed (15%)
Impaired driving (13%)
Failure to obey signs and signals (12%)
Failure to yield (11%)
This analysis will help identify 

state-designated safety corridors, prioritize 
investments in traffic safety and monitor 
progress toward the city’s safety goals.

This summer and fall, city staff will 
attend local events, host engagement meet-
ings and provide online tools to collect 
public input. Residents can stay informed 
by visiting VisionZeroSac.org and signing 
up for updates. H

Vision Zero Tracks Crash Causes

Vision Zero rejects the notion that 
transportation crashes are simply 
“accidents.” Photo courtesy of City of 
Sacramento

City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The City of 
Sacramento has released its weekly 
progress report for the City’s Incident 
Management Team (IMT) responding to 
homelessness.

From July 7 to 13, the city received 801 
calls to 311 customer service related to 
unsheltered individuals.

Through the work of the IMT, 1,065 
calls were closed, meaning that either 
the issue was remedied, compliance was 
achieved or the issue no longer existed 
when city staff inspected the site.

Department of Community Response 

staff enrolled 108 people into shared local 
databases that match them with shelters 
and other resources.

In addition, 27 people were placed into 
the City’s Roseville Road campus or the 
Outreach and Engagement Center (OEC).

As of July 15, there were zero Pallet 
homes and one trailer available at the 
Roseville Road campus as well as five 
spaces available at the Outreach and 
Engagement Center. There was an aver-
age of 16 openings at city-funded shelters 
(excluding the Roseville Road campus and 
the Outreach and Engagement Center).

Regarding waste removal, the city 
cleaned up 100,880 pounds of trash. � H

City’s Response to 
Homelessness Updated

The City of Sacramento funds and operates shelter spaces every night for people experiencing 
homelessness. Photo courtesy of City of Sacramento

City of Sacramento 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- With summer in full 
swing, City of Sacramento 
Department of Utilities 
staff are reminding boat-
ers how they can help keep 
local waterways clean.

“Our rivers are great 
places to recreate but boats 
are a surprising source of 
waterway pollution,” said 
Emma Burke, an outreach 
specialist that manages the 
City’s Keep Our Waters 
Clean program, which 
helps educate boaters.

“Waste, fuel and oil from 
boats can harm local wild-
life and affect drinking 

water supplies.”
According to Burke, 

there are three simple ways 
boaters can help protect 
rivers:

Use public restrooms 
and dispose of pet waste 
properly

Waste carries bacteria, 
viruses and parasites that 
can threaten the health of 
humans and wildlife.

Use pumpout stations to 
remove wastewater from 
your boat’s holding tank

Improperly dumped 
wastewater often contains 
excess nutrients that con-
tribute to harmful algal 
blooms and can harm 
fish and wildlife. Boaters 
can find a list of pumpout 

station locations on the 
California State Parks 
website.

Recycle used oil and 
dirty bilge water at desig-
nated facilities.

Dirty bilge water can 
contain pollutants, such as 
oil, fuel and debris, which 
should never be dumped 
in waterways. Boaters 
can find facilities to recy-
cle used oil and dirty bilge 
water on CalRecycle’s 
website.

“While these are some 
of the simplest ways boat-
ers can help keep our 
waterways clean, they 
also happen to be some of 
the most effective,” Burke 
said. � H

Three Tips to Protect Rivers When Boating
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 SRCF News Release

 SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento 
Region Community Foundation will 
hold the second annual Philanthropy 
Summit on Monday, Sept. 15 at the Hilton 
Sacramento Arden West. 

Bringing together donors, nonprofit 
organization leaders, volunteers and 
changemakers, the collaborate event’s 
theme this year is “Mission: Possible, 
showing how local philanthropy continues 
to drive positive change even in uncertain 
times.”

To kick off the high-energy motiva-
tional event, award-winning author, TEDx 
speaker, social entrepreneur and founder 
of 916 Ink Katie McCleary will deliver 
a “Because if Dinosaurs Can Fly, So Can 
We” keynote address. 

McCleary will explore how philan-
thropy can help communities move from 
silos to solidarity and from cynicism to 
curiosity so we can tackle our biggest 
challenges together.

Following the keynote address will be 
nine educational sessions offering prac-
tical insights about building stronger 
nonprofit organization boards, trends in 
giving and fundraising, and new ways to 
grow impact and connections. 

The Philanthropy Summit will conclude 
with the Sacramento Region Community 

Foundation’s Celebration of Generosity, a 
spirited evening of food, drinks and com-
munity that honors the shared impact 
of those who champion causes across 
the region.

“The Philanthropy Summit is about 
rethinking the powerful relationship 
between nonprofits and donors and 
the collective impact they can create,” 

said Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation CEO Kerry Wood. “We 
believe everyone has something to give 
to their community and the summit is 
a chance to come together, learn from 
each other and lead with heart to create 
real change right here in the Sacramento 
region.”

The upbeat event ties directly to its 

mission of growing local giving across El 
Dorado, Placer, Sacramento and Yolo coun-
ties through popular programs such as Big 
Day of Giving and philanthropic services 
that help individuals, families and busi-
nesses support the causes they care about.

Similar to its inaugural year in 2024, 
organizers said, the summit is expected 
to sell out. In fact, a portion of the event, 
Association of Fundraising Professionals 
California Capital Chapter’s National 
Philanthropy Day, is already sold out but 
plenty of other options are still available.

More information about the 2025 
Philanthropy Summit and advance regis-
tration is available at www.sacregcf.org/
summit. 

Since 1983, the Sacramento Region 
Community Foundation has awarded more 
than $275 million in grants and schol-
arships on behalf of local individuals, 
families, and businesses, and through its 
flagship program to grow charitable giving 
with the Big Day of Giving. The founda-
tion's mission is to lead, serve and inspire 
enduring philanthropy for a just and vibrant 
Sacramento region.

For more information about the 
Sac ramen to  Reg ion  Communi ty 
Foundation and ways to learn more about 
charitable giving, visit online www.
sacregcf.org. 

UC Davis Health 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- UC Davis Medical Center has 
been ranked the No. 1 hospital in 
the Sacramento region, accord-
ing to the 2025-2026 U.S. News 
& World Report prestigious Best 
Hospitals ranking.

This marks the 14th consecu-
tive year that UC Davis Medical 
Center has earned the top spot 
locally. The medical center was 
also named the No. 7 hospital in 
California, continuing an 11-year 
streak of being ranked in the 
state’s Top 10.

“This year’s rankings are 
a testament to our unwaver-
ing commitment to delivering 
the highest quality care across 
California, transforming lives 
and strengthening communi-
ties,” said Michael Condrin, 
interim chief executive officer 
for UC Davis Health. “Our suc-
cess is driven by the exceptional  
dedication of the entire UC Davis 
Health team, who consistently 
go above and beyond to provide 
patient-centered care without 
parallel.”

UC Davis Medical Center is at 
4301 X St, Sacramento.

UC Davis Medical Center 
ranked among the Top 50 hospi-
tals nationwide in six specialties: 
Ear, Nose and Throat (num-
ber 27), Geriatrics (number 27), 
Neurology and Neurosurgery 
(number 27), Pulmonology 
and Lung Surgery (num-
ber 27), Cardiology, Heart and 
Vascular Surgery (number 46) 

and Diabetes and Endocrinology 
(number 48). 

U.S. News also rated the med-
ical center’s services in Cancer, 
Gastroenterology and GI Surgery, 
Orthopedics and Urology as 
“high performing.” That means 
the hospital scored in the Top 10 
percent of all hospitals rated for 
those specialty areas.

UC Davis Medical Center was 
rated as “high performing,” the 
highest rating possible, for its 
quality of care in 16 common 
adult procedures and condi-
tions: acute kidney failure; aortic 
valve surgery; back surgery (spi-
nal fusion); chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD); 
colon cancer surgery; diabetes; 

gynecological cancer surgery; 
heart arrhythmia; heart fail-
ure; Leukemia, lymphoma and 
myeloma; lung cancer surgery; 
pacemaker implantation; pneu-
monia; prostate cancer surgery; 
stroke; and transcatheter aortic 
valve replacement (TAVR).

Last year, U.S. News & World 
Report introduced a “Community 
Access” badge to recognize hos-
pitals that serve vulnerable and 
historically underserved popu-
lations, particularly those facing 
socioeconomic challenges.

This year, UC Davis Medical 
Center was one of only 76 hos-
pitals nationwide to receive 
recognition as a best regional hos-
pital for community access.

“We believe the ability to live 
a healthy life should be a right 
enjoyed by every person. That’s 
why we’re committed to inspir-
ing better health for all,” said 
Condrin. “Research shows that 
health is shaped by more than 
medical care; it’s influenced by 
access to jobs, housing, healthy 
food and clean air. We’re work-
ing to address these factors and 
move our community closer to 
true health equity.”

The U.S. News & World Report 
Best Hospitals rankings, pub-
lished annually since 1990, enable 
consumers and their physicians to 
determine which hospitals pro-
vide the best care for the most 
serious or complicated medical 
conditions and procedures.

The full list of hospital rankings 
can be viewed on the U.S. News 
website at health.usnews.com/
best-hospitals. 

UC Davis Among Nation’s Best 
UC Davis Medical Center Ranked as Top Hospital in the Sacramento Region

This year, UC Davis Medical Center was one of only 76 hospitals nationwide to receive recognition as one of best 
regional hospitals for community access. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Health

UC Davis Medical Center ranked among the top 50 hospitals nationwide 
in six specialties” Ear, Nose & Throat (#27), Geriatrics (#27), Neurology & 
Neurosurgery (#27), Pulmonology & Lung Surgery (#27), Cardiology, Heart 
& Vascular Surgery (#46) and Diabetes & Endocrinology (#48). Photo courtesy 
of UC Davis Health

Philanthropy Summit Challenges Old Ideas and Sparks New Ones

The second annual Philanthropy Summit set for Sept. 15 is expected to sell out. This 
year’s theme is “Mission: Possible, showing how local philanthropy continues to drive 
positive change even in uncertain times.” Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Region Community Foundation 

California Sees 13% Reduction in Stolen Vehicles Statewide
From the Office of 
Govenor Gavin Newsom

SACRAMENTO - California con-
tinues to lead the way out of the 
COVID-induced crime surge, 
as the number of vehicles stolen 
statewide has dropped by 13% 
from 2023 to 2024 – the first year-
over-year decrease since 2019. 

Of those vehicles stolen, nearly 
92% of cars, trucks and SUVs suc-
cessfully recovered.

“We continue to put the safety 
of California communities first. 
Through strategic funding and 
partnerships with local and state 
law enforcement partners, we are 
putting a brake on lawlessness 
and criminals disrupting our way 
of life,”

Governor Gavin Newsom said.
Of the stolen vehicles in 

California, nearly 94% cars and 
90% personal trucks and SUVs 
were recovered. 

Through expanded regional 
efforts with the California 
Highway Patrol and local law 

enforcement agen-
c ies ,  Governor 
Newsom sought to 
strengthen efforts 
to fight vehicle 
theft through crime 
suppression opera-
tions in key areas, 
including Oakland, 
Bakersfield and San 
Bernardino. 

T h e s e  o n g o -
i n g  r e g i o n a l 
operations have 
shown pos i t ive 
results through-
o u t  t h e  b r o a d e r 
communities in Alameda, Kern 
and San Bernardino coun-
ties. Working closely with local 
law enforcement agencies, auto 
thieves, repeat offenders and orga-
nized crime groups have been 
disrupted, and their activities have 
been thwarted. 

As a result of these public safety 
collaborations, each of these coun-
ties saw a significant drop in 
vehicle thefts in 2024. Alameda: 

down 18% from 2023, Kern: 
down 28% from 2023 and San 
Bernardino: down 11% from 2023.

Other notable drops by county 
in stolen vehicles from 2023 
include Imperial: down 13%, 
Orange: down 16%, Riverside: 
down 24%, Sacramento: down 
23%, San Diego: down 11%, 
San Francisco: down 17%, Santa 
Barbara: down 29%, Tulare: down 
22% and Yolo: down 24%.  

“We are proud to see fewer 
vehicles being stolen across the 

state,” said CHP 
Commissioner 
Sean Duryee. 
“The CHP and 
our law enforce-
ment partners 
are working hard 
every day to stop 
these crimes, pro-
tect California’s 
communities and 
hold criminals 
responsible.”

Automobiles 
are a vital part 
of daily life for 

work, school and family. When a 
vehicle is stolen, it impacts more 
than just property—it can take 
away a person’s freedom and sense 
of security. View the 2024 report 
on stolen vehicles and their recov-
eries at https://www.chp.ca.gov/
siteassets/forms/recruiting/2024-
ca-vehicle-theft-facts.pdf.

 Stronger enforcement. Serious 
penalties. Real consequences.

California has invested $1.6 
billion since 2019 to fight crime, 

help local governments hire more 
police, and improve public safety. 
In 2023, as part of California’s 
Public Safety Plan, the governor 
announced the largest-ever invest-
ment to combat organized retail 
crime in state history, an annual 
310% increase in proactive oper-
ations targeting organized retail 
crime, and special operations 
across the state to fight crime and 
improve public safety.

Last August, Newsom signed 
into law the most significant bipar-
tisan legislation to crack down 
on property crime in modern 
California history. Building on the 
state’s robust laws and record pub-
lic safety funding, these bipartisan 
bills offer new tools to bolster 
ongoing efforts to hold criminals 
accountable for smash-and-grab 
robberies, property crime, retail 
theft, and auto burglaries. While 
California’s crime rate remains 
near historic lows, these laws help 
California adapt to evolving crim-
inal tactics to ensure perpetrators 
are effectively held accountable. 

the number of vehicles stolen statewide has dropped by 13% from 
2023 to 2024 – the first year-over-year decrease since 2019. Image by 
Dayron Villaverde from Pixabay
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Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Imagine having the confidence to forgo 
college basketball entirely and jump straight 
from high school to professional basketball. 
That’s what Jonathan Kuminga did and so 
did Kobe Bryant and Lebron James. Things 
turned out pretty well for those two, and 
it may turn out well for Kuminga too. The 
only question is, will it be in a Sacramento
Kings uniform?

Well, that’s the question on the mind of 
every Kings fan, largely because that’s the 
current talk of the town. 

The Warriors, after surprising everyone and 
acquiring Jimmy Butler late last season, are 
apparently prepared to part ways with 22-year 
old Kuminga, and the Sacramento Kings
are interested. 

Should the two teams come to an agree-
ment, the Kings would fi nally complete the 
missing piece they have long been looking 
for, front court help to compliment Keegan 
Murray.

The Kings have met with Kuminga and it’s 
been reported that Kuminga is eager to join 
the beam team, and travel 90 miles north to 
unite with the Warriors closest rival. 

Times in San Francisco have been tumul-
tuous for young Kuminga, and he has fallen 
into disfavor with coach Steve Kerr. Stories 
vary as to the reason for his fall from 
grace, but reportedly Kerr is unhappy with 
Kuminga’s desire to elevate his game and not 
play within the team style that Kerr desires.

Without question, Kuminga’s beginning 
in the NBA could not have been any mete-
oric, as the Warriors captured the NBA title in 
Kuminga’s rookie season.

Kuminga contributed nearly 10 points per 
game in his rookie campaign while logging 
just under 17 minutes per game. 

Kuminga has steadily improved his game, 
but he has plateaued the past 2 season’s
averaging 15 points and just under 5 rebounds 
per game.

The age-old problem of minutes is the 
issue, and with stars Stephen Curry, Jimmy 
Butler, and Draymond Green, breaking into 
the starting lineup does not appear to be a 
realistic outcome for Kuminga.

The Kings are undoubtedly assuring a start-
ing position in the negotiations, and Kuminga 
has expressed a real interest in joining the 
Sactown boys. 

I can envision the fi rst time the Warriors 

come to town, with Kuminga lighting things 
up and showing the Warriors what they 
passed up on. Maybe lighting the beam with 
a smile to match.

This is not a done deal Kings fans, but it is 
not pie in the sky either. If the Warriors don’t 
move Kuminga this season, they will run the 
risk of him signing elsewhere and receiving 
no compensation. Suffi  ce to say, the Warriors 
are smarter than that, so making a good deal 
for Kuminga now makes loads of sense, and 
I believe Scott Perry is trying to help the 
Warriors do just that.

If reports are accurate, that means the 
Kings will in all probability say goodbye to 
Malik Monk, while including a fi rst-round 
draft choice in the deal. The sticking point 
has been whether the pick will be unre-
stricted, and it’s my view that in all likelihood 
the Kings may have to acquiesce to get this 
trade consummated.

Without question the NBA has yet to see 
the best of Kuminga, and there is no question 
in my mind that this talented young player 
could be the missing ingredient the Kings 
have long been looking for.

Sadly, trades that are as public as this one 
rarely come to fruition, so say your prayers 
Kings fans, because I do not see a down side to 
welcoming Kuminga into the Sactown family!

Summertime can be tormenting for true 
basketball fans, and with the summer league 
concluding, trade rumors that can change the 
landscape of the hometown team in a positive 
way, are just what Kings fans need to while 
away the hours waiting for training camp
to begin.

Not to be lost in the Kuminga hype, is cur-
rent Kings power forward Trey Lyles who is 
currently a free agent. At 6’9” and 234 lbs., 
Lyles represents a big body and someone that 
the Kings can count on off  the bench. Losing 
him would be a critical mistake and would 
remind me of the faux pas made just a season 
ago when Davion Mitchell slipped through 
their fi ngers and was unceremoniously traded 
to the Toronto Raptors.

Stay positive Kings fans, because Scott 
Perry brings with him much needed expe-
rience in the front offi  ce, at a time when a 
steady hand is very much required.

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-

riskingsfan@gmail.com.  California Is Finally Adopting Phonics
Fulfilling A Grandmother’s Dream

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Marion Joseph died in 
2022 and therefore cannot 
celebrate what at long last 
is happening in California 
to improve children’s 
abysmal levels of reading 
comprehension.

Joseph, a renowned 
expert on reading instruc-
tion, came out of retirement 
in the 1980s to wage a 
personal crusade for the 
adoption of phonics, doing 
battle with educators who 
stubbornly supported a 
rival system called “whole 
language” that was failing 
to raise reading scores.

Phonics stresses funda-
mental instruction in the 
letters and letter combina-
tions that make up sounds, 
thus allowing children to 
“sound out” words and 
later whole sentences and 
passages. The whole lan-
guage approach assumes 
that reading is a naturally 
learned skill, much like 
speaking, and that expos-
ing children to reading 
material will allow it to 
emerge.

Having realized that 
her own grandson, then a 
first-grader, was having dif-
ficulty with reading, Joseph 
began pestering the state’s 
politicians to adopt pho-
nics, persuading then-Gov. 
Pete Wilson in the 1990s to 
appoint her to a commis-
sion on reading instruction 
and then the state Board of 

Education, platforms from 
which she could pursue 
her mission.

However, she achieved 
only modest success in 
what were dubbed “read-
ing wars,” and after she 
left the school board the 
whole language approach 
re-emerged as dominant.

Reading scores on state 
and national academic 
tests continued to languish, 
with fewer than half of 
fourth-graders reading at an 
acceptable level.

School districts that had 
voluntarily adopted phonics 
demonstrated remarkable 
gains. They recognized that 
the ability to read is fun-
damental to succeeding in 
other academic skills, such 
as mathematics.

Finally substantial num-
bers of legislators decided 
to intervene, and a pro-pho-
nics contingent began 
pushing measures that 
would compel school dis-
tricts to adopt what has 
been dubbed the “science of 
reading,” backed by a pha-
lanx of education reformers.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
who has struggled with 
dyslexia, a disorder affect-
ing his ability to read, 
supported the efforts and 
included $200 million in 
the 2025-26 state budget to 
train teachers in phonics.

Meanwhile Assembly 
Bill 1454 is moving 
quickly through the legis-
lative process. Sponsored 
by pro-phonics legisla-
tors including Assembly 
Speaker Robert Rivas, it 
would require the state 
Board of Education to adopt 
phonics-based instructional 
materials and include pho-
nics in reading teacher 
credential programs.

The pro-phonics moves 
are drawing praise from 

EdVoice and dozens of 
other educational reform 
groups.

“When a child learns to 
read, they don’t just decode 
letters on a page, they begin 
to dream bigger, think more 
critically, and imagine a 
future beyond what they 
can see. Today’s committee 
approval brings us one step 
closer to all California chil-
dren reading at grade level,” 
said Marshall Tuck, CEO 
of Ed Voice, after the bill 
cleared the Senate Education 
Committee last week.

Assemblymember 
Blanca Rubio, a West 
Covina Democrat who has 
become the Legislature’s 
top phonics advocate, said, 
“After months of hard 
work and collaboration, we 
are making steady prog-
ress toward delivering on 
our promise to teach all 
California children to read. 
The support we saw today 
in the Senate Education 
Committee moves us closer 
to ensuring that no child 
falls through the cracks 
because they weren’t taught 
to read using scientifically 
proven reading methods. 
The continued bipartisan 
support on this bill tells 
us that California is ready 
and motivated to lead on 
literacy.”

The actions fall a bit 
short of requiring local 
school districts to adopt 
phonics, but they go a 
long way toward achieving 
Marion Joseph’s goal.

Dan Walters is one of 
the most decorated and 
widely syndicated colum-
nists in California history, 
authoring a column four 
times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the 
state’s political, economic, 
social and demographic 
trends. 

Why Hasn’t My SS Benefit Changed 
Because I Am Still Working?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty:  I am cur-
rently receiving Social 
Security benefits while 
cont inuing to  work 
full time. There are no 
restrictions on my wage 
earnings because I waited 
until full retirement age 
before beginning benefits. 
However, I was also told 
that my benefit amount 
would be reviewed each 
year if my current earn-
ings were higher than past 
earnings. That held true 
for the first two years but 
has yet to be adjusted for 
2025. I thought it might 
be because of HR 82, 
which does not impact 
me directly, but I think 
it may be the reason my 
payment has not yet been 
changed. Has enough time 
passed so I should contact 
SSA now to see if this is 
the case? Signed: Waiting 
Anxiously . 

Dear Waiting: If you 
are already collecting 
benefits, Social Security 
reviews your earnings 
each year to see if your 
more recent earnings are 
high enough to warrant an 
increase in your monthly 

benefit. They do this auto-
matically, after they get 
your most recent earn-
ings data from the IRS, 
and they typically do that 
review by the end of the 
3rd quarter of each year. 
If a higher benefit is indi-
cated, they will increase 
your monthly amount and 
pay you retroactively to 
the beginning of the year 
for any difference in your 
benefit. 

SSA has, indeed, been 
vigorously working on 
changes resulting from 
HR82 (the Social Security 
Fairness Act), which may 
have affected the time-
liness of their review 
of your recent earnings. 
However, I suspect that 
is not why your SS ben-
efit has not yet changed. 
More likely, it has to do 
with the fact that your 
past earnings have been 
adjusted for inflation 
(which is a normal part 
of Social Security’s pro-
cess when calculating 
your benefit amount). 
Your earnings for each 
year in your lifetime (up 
to age 60) were adjusted 
for inflation when you 
originally claimed SS, 
and your recent earnings 
would need to be higher 
than the inflation-ad-
justed amounts used by 
SS when you claimed. 
They use the 35 highest 
earnings years (adjusted 
for inflation) over your 
lifetime to calculate your 
benefit, and inflation has 
a substantial effect. For 
example, $50,000 earned 

in 1990 would require 
over $100,000 in earnings 
today to cause an increase 
in your benefit. Thus, you 
cannot go by the actual 
dollars you earned in ear-
lier years, because SS 
uses inflated amounts to 
calculate your benefit. 

In any case, if you 
believe that the Social 
Security Administration 
neglected reviewing your 
earnings from last year, 
or in any year since you 
claimed, you can make 
an appointment to review 
that with them by call-
ing  1 .800.772.1213. 
SSA typically does such 
appointments over the 
phone, so you likely 
won’t need to make a per-
sonal visit to your local 
SSA office to investigate 
this. 

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Associa t ion  (NSSA) . 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a 
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. H

Social Security Matters

Hamas is to Blame for 
Gaza’s Woes

Hamas started a war, re-
jected a ceasefire and stole 
and profited from humani-
tarian aid, and we are sup-
posed to believe that it’s all 
Israel’s fault. 

International attention is 
focused on food shortages 
in Gaza, with the blame 
and the pressure -- as al-
ways -- on Israel to do 
something about it.

It is always difficult to 
get to the ground truth in 
Gaza, which is shrouded in 
the fog of war, of Hamas 
propaganda and of slant-
ed media coverage, but 
there appears indeed to be 
a brewing humanitarian 
crisis.

Israel stopped shipments 
of aid into Gaza in March 
after a temporary ceasefire 
expired, and then start-
ed them up again in May, 
using the so-called Isra-
el- and U.S.-backed Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation 
(GHF) as the conduit. The 
stoppage in aid, coupled 
with inadequate GHF op-
erations, has led to the cur-
rent situation. 

It’s necessary to under-
stand the larger context, 
though. Israel halted food 
shipments as a means 
to deny Hamas revenue, 
not to target the general 
population. 

The terror group had 
perfected the art of exploit-
ing humanitarian aid (and 
commercial transactions) 
for its own purposes via 

theft and taxes, plowing 
the proceeds into its mili-
tary operations. 

Although there is now 
an effort by Israel’s crit-
ics to portray the concern 
over Hamas profiteering as 
fabricated or exaggerated, 
there is no doubt that this 
business model was crucial 
to the terror group. Both 
The Wall Street Journal 
(“A Depleted Hamas Is So 
Low on Cash That It Can’t 
Pay Its Fighters”) and The 
Washington Post (“Hamas 
Facing Financial and Ad-
ministrative Crisis as Rev-
enue Dries Up”) have run 
reports on the squeeze felt 
by Hamas. 

The Journal article back 
in April noted that the cash 
crunch with the cut off in 
aid was “making it harder 
for Hamas to bring in new 
recruits and maintain co-
hesion.” The Washington 
Post reported about a week 
ago: “With its coffers de-
pleted, Hamas’s military 
wing can no longer ade-
quately pay the salaries 
of its fighters, though it is 
still able to recruit teen-
age boys for missions like 
keeping lookout or placing 
explosives along Israeli 
military routes.”

Making it harder for 
your enemy to pay its fight-
ers and secure new ones is 
an important and legitimate 
military goal. The prob-
lem is the potential cost to 
people in Gaza who aren’t 
combatants.  

The shortages are just 
another consequence of 
how deeply embedded 
Hamas is in Gaza society. 
This isn’t a group of ter-
rorists who moved into 
territory adjacent to Israel 
to launch the Oct. 7 attacks 
and could be quickly extri-
cated by an intense military 

operation. Hamas has been 
the government of Gaza for 
a couple of decades, and 
has used every instrument 
of political and social in-
fluence at its disposal -- in-
cluding the distribution of 
food -- to build its military 
capacity.

It’s important to remem-
ber that Israel didn’t start 
this war, that it’d much 
rather be fighting a conven-
tional military force that 
abided by the rules of war, 
and that Hamas still holds 
Israeli hostages and has 
taken a rejectionist attitude 
to ceasefire talks. 

Even Emperor Hirohito 
thought his people had suf-
fered enough at the conclu-
sion of World War II, but 
Hamas considers the agony 
of Gazans a useful weap-
on in the narrative war. 
From this perverted point 
of view, a famine would 
be welcome news, perhaps 
forcing Israel to stay its 
hand and leave Hamas to 
fight another day. 

Clearly, Israel needs to 
find better ways to get aid 
into Gaza. The GHF hasn’t 
gotten the support that it 
needed from the U.N. and 
other agencies (they are 
too invested in the corrupt 
status quo), while the dis-
tribution points for aid are 
chaotic and dangerous. 

The best thing that could 
happen would be an end 
to the war with a decent 
political authority -- more 
invested in the general 
welfare than in tunnels and 
rockets-- finally in charge 
of Gaza. But Hamas would 
rather see the population 
starve than give up on the 
war, or its grip on power.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. H
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Visit: mpg8.com

Yard sale? Garage Sale?
Advertise in your local  

community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 - 
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99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Home Improvement

Landscaping

CONCRETE & FOUNDATIONS 
& HOUSE LEVELING & stucco 
& excavation, junk removal all k. 

good $ small jobs ok lic  
(916)-271-0227

Fencing

 FENCES lifetime warranty 
wood & stucco & iron work & 
masonry & clean up, hauling 
& removal good $ a small j ok 

(916)-271-0227

JUNK & HAULING cleanups 
all excavation & concrete re-

moval cars and trucks remov-
al good $ small jobs ok $40 & 

up lic (916)-280-4361
Visit: mpg8.com

Girl Scouts Heart of Central 
California News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Girl 
Scouts Heart of Central 
California (GSHCC) was proud 
to welcome Girl Scouts from 
across the state for a two-day 
educational experience cen-
tered on civic engagement and 
advocacy. 

This immersive event, which 
took place on June 19 and 20, 
was open to Girl Scouts in 
grades four through 12 and 
designed to inspire the next 
generation of changemakers by 
connecting them directly with 
government and public service.

Participants engaged in 
hands-on workshops, toured 
the historic State Capitol, met 
with legislators and took part 
in panel discussions, featur-
ing elected officials and leaders 
in civic life. The experience 
empowers girls to explore how 
the government works, under-
stand their role in a democracy 
and develop their voices as 

advocates for the issues they 
care about. 

“This event gives girls a rare 
opportunity to see government 
in action and to realize that 
they, too, can lead and make 
a difference in their commu-
nities,” said Adriana Pedroza, 

associate director of girl expe-
rience at Girl Scouts Heart of 
Central California.

Girl Scouts Heart of Central 
California is dedicated to 
building girls of courage, con-
fidence and character, who 
make the world a better place. 

Through various programs and 
initiatives, the organization 
empowers girls to take the lead 
in their lives and communities.

H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n 
Sacramento, Girl Scouts Heart 
of Central California serves 
over 16,000 girl and adult 

members across 18 counties, 
including Alpine, Amador, 
Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, 
Glenn, Mariposa, Merced, 
Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, 
S a n  J o a q u i n ,  S o l a n o , 
Stanislaus, Sutter, Tuolumne, 
Yolo and Yuba. 

Girl Scouts Experience Civic Engagement at State Capitol

Girl Scouts pose in the California State Senate during their two-day event on June 19 and 20. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Above right: The electronic sign in the California State Senate says, “The California State Senate Welcomes Girl 
Scouts.” Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Right: Girl Scouts listen attentively while inside the California State Senate during their two-day event on June 19 
and 20. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Girl Scouts listen to a tour guide outside of the 
Governor’s Office at the State Capitol Building 
during their two-day event on June 19 and 20. 
Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Girl Scouts listen attentively while inside the California State Senate 
during their two-day event on June 19 and 20. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts 
Heart of Central California
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ABOUT TOWN

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality Maintenance

Summer Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

Lic#128758/Ref

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbingco.com

916-456-7777

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
• Drought tolerant 

landscape
• Low voltage lighting
• Garden renovations
• Concrete and stone
• Consultations 

availableCelebrating 45 years

916.454.1300
www.SmootLandscaping.com • Contractor License #633224

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

CA$H
for Diabetic Test Strips 

and Supplies
We pick up and pay you 
CA$H ON THE SPOT!

Call 916-505-4673 Now!

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING
R e v i v e  •  R e s t o r e  •  R e f i n i s h 

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl
 • Sand & Finish
 • Repairs
 • New Installations
 • Recoating

1.800.725.3320    916.342.6596
sacramentohardwood.com

New Installation & Repairs
Family Tradition Since 1957

Lic. #794448

Call (916) 773-1111  Call (916) 773-1111  
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS 
& PIPE LINING

Off (916) 488-1215   Lic #754886

SEWER PROBLEMS?  WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

Install a Water/Electric 
line under your 

existing driveway!

We’re # 1 in the #2 businessWe’re # 1 in the #2 business

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960
Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Banana Festival 
 in Land Park

T h e  1 4 t h  A n n u a l 
S a c r a m e n t o  B a n a n a 
Festival, Aug. 16-17 at 
Land Park, is a multicul-
tural event celebrating 
cultures in Asia, Africa, 
and the Americas that use 
the banana as a source of 
food, art, and culture.

It will feature music, 
food and craft vendors, art 
exhibitions and activities 
and a kids zone. Details 
atbananafestivalsac.org.

Area Museum 
Experiences  

A sampling of must-see 
and must-do experiences 
and special activations 
offered by local museums 
include the following:

California Museum – 
Experience four decades 
of powerful activist print-
making in  “Miss ion 
Gráfica: Reflecting a 

Community in Print,” a 
striking exhibition that 
showcases the rich leg-
acy of Mission Gráfica, 
a  renowned commu-
nity print center in San 
Francisco. 

Featuring 42 vibrant 
screenprints from influen-
tial artists such as Carmen 
Lomas Garza, Rupert 
Garcia, and Favianna 
Rodriguez, the exhibit 
explores themes of cul-
tural celebration, political 
resistance, and social jus-
tice—from gentrification 
and gender equality to 
international solidarity. 
Through Sept. 14. 

Details at californiamu-
seum.org.

California Automobile 
Museum – Sixty Years 
of Mustang. A compre-
hensive history of the 
Mustang, from when 
it first hit the roads in 
1965 to the current era of 

Mustangs.
H i g h l i g h t i n g  s t o -

ries from prolific names 
in Mustang history like 
Sa leen ,  She lby  and 
I acocca .  In t e rac t ive 
experiences and digi-
tal displays showcase the 
iconic Mustang image 
over the decades.

Details at calautomu-
seum.org.

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e 
Railroad Museum– The 
Chinese Railroad Workers’ 
Experience offers visitors a 
view of the Chinese work-
ers who built the western 
portion of the nation’s first 
Transcontinental Railroad. 
Marginalized by history, 
the Chinese workers were 
more than a nameless 
group of laborers. 

Details at californiarail-
road.museum.

Sacramento History 
Museum – “Sacramento 
In a Can – Featuring the 

Campbell’s Sacramento 
Story” chronicles the fas-
cinating history of the 
canning industry in the 
Capital City. 

T h e  l i m i t e d  t i m e 
“Sacramento In a Can” 
exhibit is perfect for vis-
itors interested in learning 
how Sacramento became 
the Tomato Soup capi-
tal of the world. Through 

Sept 1. Details at sachis-
torymuseum.org.

Elks Lodge 6  
Calendar of Events 
Elks Lodge 6 Sunday 

Breakfast, 8:30 am-11 
am; $15 tax included. 

Yoga, Monday 12 p.m., 
Wednesday 3:30 p.m. 
Lodge members free.

K a r a o k e  N i g h t s , 

Thursdays and Saturdays, 
7 p.m.

Martial Arts, Monday 5 
p.m.

Pickleball, Monday, 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-12 
p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, 4-7 p.m. 

We d n e s d a y  N i g h t 
Dinner, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
See elks6.net for weekly 
menu.  � H

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/arden-arcade-news
Stop by for a visit

City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento resi-
dents who need help cutting back on how 
much water they use this summer can 
schedule a free house call with the city’s 
water conservation team.

“This is a great opportunity for fami-
lies that are using more than 500 gallons 
of water per day during the summer,” said 
the city’s water conservation coordinator, 
William Granger.

During a house call, a water conserva-
tion specialist will walk with a customer 

through their home or property to help find 
ways to save water, set sprinkler timers 
and bring free water-saving tools, includ-
ing high-efficiency showerheads and 
faucet aerators.

“Customers can also get prequalified for 
one of the many water-saving rebates we 
offer,” said Granger.

Customers can see how much water they 
use each day on their utility bills.

To schedule a free house call, email 
the water conservation team at watercon-
servation@cityofsacramento.org or call 
916-808-5605. � H

Free City Service Can Help Save Water

Sacramento residents who need help cutting back on how much water they use this summer 
can schedule a free house call with the city’s water conservation team. Image courtesy of 
Sacramento Regional Water Authority

City of Sacramento 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The City of Sacramento 
has officially launched its 
new Limited Entertainment 
Permit, offering a more 
accessible option for busi-
nesses where entertainment 
is a secondary use.

The permit is tailored for 
venues with a maximum 
occupancy of 299 and is 
intended for businesses not 
traditionally considered 
entertainment venues, such 
as restaurants, coffee shops 
and wine bars.

Approved by the City 
Council earlier this year, 
the permit was developed 
as a collaboration between 
the Office of Nighttime 
Economy and the new-
ly-formed Entertainment 
Services Division.

“The new Limited 
Entertainment Permit is a 
significant step in support-
ing Sacramento’s creative 
economy,” said Melissa 
Romero, Entertainment 
Services manager. “By 
simplifying the permit-
ting process, we’re making 

it easier for businesses to 
host live entertainment 
while ensuring compli-
ance with the city’s noise 
and occupancy standards. 
This initiative creates more 
opportunities for local art-
ists and enhances the city’s 
social vibrancy.”

The new permit aims 
to expand entertainment 
opportunities across a 
broader range of business 
types and neighborhoods, 
while bolstering the city’s 
creative economy. It is part 
of a broader effort to sup-
port Sacramento’s vibrant 
nightl ife ,  l ive music 
scene and social economy 
while removing tradi-
tional barriers for smaller 
establishments.

Under the permit, enter-
tainment can be offered 
until 10 p.m. on weekdays 
and 11 p.m. on weekends. 
Unlike the city’s gen-
eral entertainment permit, 
which costs over $2,000, 
the LEP has a lower fee 
of $750 for a two-year 
term, with renewals cost-
ing $650.

The LEP also supports 
equity by encouraging 

entertainment offerings 
in neighborhoods beyond 
downtown and midtown.

“I’m excited about the 
new limited entertain-
ment permits and what 
they mean for our corri-
dor,” said Candace Brooks, 
executive director of 
the Del Paso Boulevard 
Partnership. “This is a 
long-awaited opportunity 
for our restaurants, coffee 
shops, cafes and lounges 
to legally activate their 
spaces with live enter-
tainment. It’s a major step 
forward in supporting our 
local businesses, enhanc-
ing the cultural vibrancy 
of our district and creating 
more reasons for people to 
explore and enjoy all that 
Old North Sacramento has 
to offer.”

The creation of the 
permit stems from recom-
mendations in the Sociable 
City Assessment and the 
Sacramento Music Census, 
both of which emphasized 
the need for more flexible 
and scalable entertainment 
permitting to nurture the 
region’s growing music 
and nightlife culture. � H

Limited Entertainment 
Permit Provides Options 

for More Businesses 
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Discover the art of aging well

Live in a vibrant community that takes 
care of the details of daily life. Eskaton 
Village Carmichael allows you to live life 
fully—with less chores and more choice.

Eskaton Village Carmichael offers older adults a maintenance-free lifestyle with 
delicious dining options, housekeeping, 24/7 security and a community of engaged 
residents—all while knowing support services are available if needs change.

Schedule a tour today!
916-900-1221 

eskaton.org/evc

Explore a Maintenance-Free Lifestyle

Life Plan Community / CCRC, Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing

3939 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608 License #340313383   COA #202   Equal Housing Opportunity


