
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A four-member work-
ing group appointed to 
examine questions about 
Rancho Murieta’s draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan (IWMP) presented 
its report to the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
Improvements Committee 

on Aug. 13.
Two primary issues 

emerged at the meeting. 
First, the report concluded 
that three major assump-
tions in the 2024 master 
plan update were not sup-
ported by facts, as well as 
other findings. Second, the 
community urgently needs 
a secondary water source, 
which, for now, could only 
come from groundwa-
ter. While the secondary 
supply issue generated 
considerable discussion, 

the report did not dwell 
on it, as the district had 
already hired Water System 
Consultants (WSC) to 
conduct a groundwa-
ter analysis, including a 
well-siting study.

At the close of the 
discussion,  the com-
mittee voted to forward 
the  group’s  12-page 
report – “Work Group 
Report: IWMP Questions, 
Issues and Findings and 
R e c o m m e n d e d  N e x t 
Steps & Guiding 

Principles to Advance 
Water Planning” – to the 
full board for consider-
ation on Aug. 20. The 
report and meeting audio 
are available in the Aug. 13 
Improvement Committee’s 
meeting  packet on the dis-
trict’s website.

Group Formation
The working group 

was created on April 16 
when Board President 
John  Merchant  won 

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A revival 
of the famous golf tournament that 
first put Rancho Murieta on the map 
decades ago returned for its sixth edi-
tion at Rancho Murieta Country Club 
on Aug. 7 and 8. 

The centerpiece of the Gold Rush 
Classic – “Where the Stars & Guitars 
Shine” – was the celebrity Pro-Am 
golf tournament, featuring 20 stars 
including Sacramento Kings player 

Malik Monk, retired football great 
Tim Brown and retired baseball 
standout Greg Vaughn. 

However, the star attraction was 
former Sacramento Kings player 
Scot Pollard. Although he has played 
in past Gold Rush Classic tourna-
ments, this year’s event marked only 
his third time on the golf course since 
undergoing a heart transplant a year 
ago. His journey was recently fea-
tured in the ESPN documentary 
“Heart of Pearl,” which aired on 
Father’s Day. 

The two-day event also featured 

a range of major attractions, includ-
ing a celebrity draft party, a $1 
million hole-in-one contest, an 
awards ceremony and a community 
concert headlined by the country 
band Moonshine Crazy. The con-
cert took place at the Adkins Family 
Vineyards stage in Sheldon and was 
open to all residents. 

Most of the funds raised went to 
two life-changing charities: Jordan’s 
Guardian Angels and Pearls of Life. 

Jordan’s Guardian Angels, the pri-
mary beneficiary since the first Gold 

Continued on page 3
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Former Sacramento Kings player Scot Pollard speaks with other participants before the Gold Rush Classic Pro-Am Golf 
Tournament at Rancho Murieta Country Club on Aug. 8. It was only the third time Pollard had played golf since his heart 
transplant a year ago.

Sports Stars Golf Gold Rush Classic

Group Analyzing Water 
Master Plan Delivers Report

Four members of the working group that analyzed the Integrated Water Master Plan deliver their findings at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Improvement Committee meeting on Aug. 13. From left are Janis Echard, Jim Farrell, Eric Houston 
and John Merchant.

By Gail Bullen  
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Four months after a rift 
between Rancho Murieta 
Associa t ion  Direc tor 
Danny Carrillo and the 
other board members 
became public, Carrillo 
resigned on Aug. 8, stating 
that his departure would 
allow him to speak more 
freely about the issues fac-
ing the association.

In an email to General 
Manager Rod Hart, Board 
President Patrick O’Hern 
and the River Valley 
Times, Carrillo said his 
resignation was effective 
immediately.

“Over the past two 
years, I have become 
increasingly concerned 
that certain board prac-
tices do not align with the 
fiduciary standards set out 
in the Davis-Stirling Act 
and our own bylaws,” he 
wrote. “Despite repeated 
efforts to offer informed, 
constructive feedback and 
encourage widely used 
leadership-training pro-
grams, these ideas have 
not been considered or 
implemented.

Carrillo, a 40-year res-
ident of the community, 
said his goal has always 
been to help build a strong, 
transparent and well-gov-
erned community.

He said that  af ter 
he submitted a pro-
posal earlier this year 
to form a Leadership 
&  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Improvement Committee, 
it was never placed on the 
board agenda for open 
discussion, despite his 
repeated requests and “the 
support of many commu-
nity members.”

“ I n  m y  e x p e r i -
e n c e ,  t h e  b o a r d ’s 
messaging strategies have 
had a discouraging effect 
on members who raised 
concerns,” he wrote. 
“Stepping down allows me 
to speak more freely about 
these issues while remain-
ing an engaged member of 
the association.

W h e n  a s k e d  f o r 

Carrillo 
Resigns 

from 
RMA 

Board

Director Danny Carrillo 
announced his resignation 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Board of Directors on Aug. 8. 
File photo by Gail Bullen
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”
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Find out what’s happening 
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STAY
CURRENT

W I T H  T H E 
L AT ES T  O N  T H E 

C AP I TAL 
SOUTHEAST 

CONNEC TOR 
PROJEC T

The Capital SouthEast Connector is making 
commutes faster and safer for thousands of 

drivers every day.

With major improvements underway, the 
route will ease congestion and open up new 
opportunities for travel across the region.

T R A C K  P R O G R E S S  A N D  U P D AT E S  AT 
C O N N E C T O R J PA . C O M

Kids Return to School at Cosumnes Elementary

Spirits are high as Cosumnes River Elementary students return to school on Aug. 14. 
At right, 8-year-old Aleyssa Macias poses under the balloon arch. Above, Kiwanis Club 
President Bill Kenny, wearing a safety vest and helmet, directs traffic in front of the 
school. New Principal Ashley Hannon welcomed students as parents ushered them 
through the gate. “It’s going to be an amazing school year,” she said. “I’m looking 
forward to getting to know the kids and the families.” Photos by Gail Bullen
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Rush Classic, is a Sacramento-based 
foundation leading a large-scale research 
effort to understand and treat Jordan’s 
Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder in chil-
dren. The condition has also been linked to 
Alzheimer’s disease, epilepsy, Parkinson’s 
disease and even cancer.

Dawn Pollard founded Pearls of Life 
in 2024 while her husband was awaiting 
a heart transplant. The nonprofit is dedi-
cated to raising awareness about organ 
donation and supporting families facing 
the emotional and financial challenges of 
the transplant process.

The event also raised funds for Make-A-
Wish, First Tee of Sacramento, and local 
youth sports and community programs in 
Rancho Murieta. 

The organizer was longtime resident 
John Jacobs, who works to make the Gold 
Rush Classic better every year. 

“It was the best one ever,” he said. “We 
had our best field of celebrities, including 
Scot Pollard and Tim Brown, and other 
friends; some have been returning for five 
years.” 

Jacobs recruited 20 celebrities to play 
in the golf tournament. All of the ath-
letes were retired from professional sports 
except Sacramento Kings player Malik 
Monk. 

Football was well represented, with Tim 
Brown, Pete Shaw, Mervyn Fernandez, 
Dwight Hicks, Mike Meriweather, 
Anthony Miller, Ron Fellows, Mike 
Sherrard, and Mike Shumann in the 
lineup. Basketball players included Scot 

Pollard, Monk, Bobby Jackson and Kenny 
Thomas.

Baseball stars were also in attendance, 
among them Kyle Draper, Jerry Royster, 
Ray Durham and Greg Vaughn, who 
divides his time between Sloughhouse and 
Las Vegas and is a member of the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club.

Jacobs said the 10 a.m. tournament 
moved at a good pace, with all participants 
back at the clubhouse by 4:30 p.m. He was 
especially pleased to see young fans on 
the course seeking autographs from the 
celebrities. 

He added that it was great to see the 
community come out to enjoy the event, 
particularly the hole-in-one contest. 

“I wish even more would come out and 
see it,” he said.

The Gold Rush Classic relied on the 
generosity of its many sponsors. 

“Without our sponsors, we wouldn’t be 
here,” Jacobs said. 

He gave special thanks to title sponsor 
Karen Hoberg of Rancho Murieta Homes 
& Land, Envision Realty Services, as 
well as Planned Solutions, Adkins Family 
Vineyard, the Sheldon Inn and Elk Grove 
Honda. 

Jacobs said the event would not have 
been possible without the help of many 
volunteers. Twenty-three served as ambas-
sadors at various holes, providing players 
with food and drinks and offering tips on 
how to approach the next shot. An addi-
tional 28 volunteers assisted in various 
capacities.

He credited his top assistant, Sherri 

Evpak, for her vital role in making the 
event a success. 

“If I am the 1, then she is the 1A,” he 
said. 

A highlight of the event was the awards 
ceremony following the tournament. 
First place went to the team led by Malik 
Monk, which included Jake Adkins, Ryan 
Winther, Isaac Sanchez and Jesse Cesares. 

Mike Shumann won the celebrity 
shootout, edging out Greg Vaughn in a 
playoff.

The event wrapped up on Friday with 
a community concert headlined by the 
country band Moonshine Crazy, which 
was returning for a second year. Held 
on the stage at Adkins Family Vineyards 
in Sheldon, the concert drew about 250 
attendees, who traveled to and from the 
venue by bus. 

Jacobs welcomed the return of Scot and 
Dawn Pollard. 

“Scot was so instrumental in getting 
this off the ground. He was one of the first 
celebrities to tell me yes,” he said. “He 
and Dawn have been so supportive ever 
since.” 

Before the shotgun start, Pollard spoke 
about their new charity. He was the first to 
address the crowd after radio broadcaster 
Frank Larosa gathered the 20 celebrities 
on the hill across from the pro shop for 
introductions and a briefing on the tourna-
ment rules. 

“It’s called Pearls of Life. It’s named 
after my dad, Pearl. He died waiting for 
a transplant, which would never come, 
because he was a giant, and in 1991, 

transplanting a giant was impossible,” 
Pollard said. “To this day, I’m still the tall-
est person who has ever had a transplant.”

Pollard explained that Pearls of Life 
encourages people to consider becoming 
organ donors. “We are not trying to shove 
it down your throat,” he said. “Please just 
educate yourself.”

He thanked attendees for their support 
that day, saying it would enable Pearls of 
Life to make a donation to the Joe Baretta 
Heart Foundation in Nashville, Tennessee, 
where he had undergone his transplant. 

“They are building a house for people 
who have to travel for a transplant, like we 
did,” he said. “We were just going down to 
Nashville for three days of testing to see if 
they would put me on the transplant list, 
and it turned into three months.”

Pollard noted that his wife, Dawn, 
serves as president of the charity, while he 
is the volunteer spokesman. 

“We are going to try to keep helping 
other people with whatever time I’ve got 
left with this gift,” he said.

See more photos from the event at the-
rivervalleytimes.com.� H
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(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)
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$155.00
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$185.00
$200.00
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Sports Stars Golf Gold Rush Classic

Continued from page 1

The 20 sports celebrities participating in the tournament pose for a group photo.

Sacramento Kings player Malik Monk, who 
says he doesn’t consider himself a celebrity, 
led his team to first place in the tournament.

Ray Durham prepares to try a root beer float 
offered by volunteer Jan Valine, who spiked 
the beverage with homemade moonshine. 
Durham is a former baseball player.
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M E M O R I A L

CHARLENE (MAYFIELD) HESS • 6/10/1945-7/24/2025
Charlene Hess, 35+ year 

resident of Rancho Murieta, 
passed away peacefully at 
the hospital following a brief 
illness.

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Charlene spent her early 
years in South Carolina 
and Ohio before moving to 
Rancho Cordova in her teens. A grad-
uate of Folsom High School’s Class 
of 1963, she went on to build a life 
filled with connection and joy.

Charlene’s career centered around 
office administration, with roles at 
the Department of Labor and Gibson 
Wine Company in Elk Grove. She later 
found her niche in RM real estate and 
served for 12 years as Membership 
Director at RMCC. Known for her pol-
ished style and people skills, Char 
brought warmth and order to every 
office she touched.

An active woman, Charlene taught 
her children to snow and water ski, 
played softball and volleyball, and 

never missed a chance to 
dance. She loved to travel 
and had a deep affection 
for country music, jewelry, 
horses and rescuing way-
ward dogs.

She was a devoted 
mother to Jennifer Hess 
Gunn and Michael (Taj) 

Hess, and cherished grandmother 
to Jake Hess, Cameron Hess and 
Ryan Gunn. She is survived by her 
children and grandsons; her brother 
Jim (Robin) Mayfield; niece Melissa 
Mayfield; nephew Jimmy Mayfield, 
whom she adored; and beloved 
longtime companion John Platt. Her 
dear friends, Bunko group, and RM 
Women’s Club held a special place in 
her heart.

A Celebration of Life Picnic will be 
held Saturday, Aug. 23 from 5-8 p.m. 
at Lake Clementia in Rancho Murieta. 
In lieu of flowers, kindly consider 
donating to the Sacramento SPCA in 
her memory.

With all the recent swarm 
of INS arrests, I feel fortu-
nate they aren’t deporting any 
white male Baptists such as 
myself.

I can hear you saying, “Oh 
Norris, don’t be ridiculous. 
You’re ‘America’s Favorite 
Chaplain’ – a National 
Treasure.”

Trustfully, I felt safe until 
my new friend, Professor 
Jeffrey Jones shared a 
story he wrote called, “The 
Attempted Deportation of 
Roger Williams.” 

Jones is a Baptist like me, 
so Roger Williams is our 
main guy.

According to Jones, 
Williams arrived February 
5,1631 in the Boston har-
bor on the Lyon. He came 
with other migrants seek-
ing to escape the religious 
and political oppression of 
English Puritans. He had 
feared his unorthodox reli-
gious views would get him 
arrested in England.

He hoped to find greater 
freedoms in Boston but 
was soon forced to migrate 
again, this time to Salem. 
Even there, however, he 
encounte red  re l ig ious 
restrictions imposed by both 
church and state.

That summer he migrated 
to Plymouth. He spent a year 
there before his growing 
family found bigger accom-
modations back in Salem, 
Massachusetts.

At first, the town welcomed 
his return. A local church 
asked him to be their teacher 
and the Williams family set-
tled into a comfortable house.

While Roger served the 
church, he simultaneously 
sought to develop relation-
ships with local Native 
Americans. However, polit-
ical leaders back in Boston 
Massachusetts expressed 
concern over Williams’ 
unorthodox beliefs and 
most especially on his 
view of Native American 
land ownership.

Town leaders met with 
him on several occasions 
demanding his silence on 
these controversial topics.  
At first, Williams agreed to 
accommodate their wishes. 
but it wasn’t long before 
he found that silence in the 
face of oppression is not a 
viable option.

M o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y, 
he opposed the govern-
ment’s attempt to enforce 
the first four of the Ten 
Commandments. Willaims 
believed that government 
had no role to play in one’s 
personal faith.

Williams objected with 
succinct clarity, “Forced 
worship stinks in God’s 
nostrils.”

His protest threatened 
the puritan arrangement of 
joining the church with the 
state, an essential part of the 
Puritan vision of the “City 
on the hill.”

Willaims would not go 
unchallenged.

Religious and civic lead-
ers saw him as a threat to 
colony unity and demanded 
Williams’ banishment. The 
magistrates agreed.  And 
on a frigid November day, 
Williams received a removal 

order telling him to self-de-
port within six weeks.

Williams happened to be 
very ill at the time, so the 
magistrates permitted him to 
stay until spring, provided he 
did not speak publicly. With 
no official church position, he 
wisely agreed to silence.

However, Willams con-
tinued to meet with a small 
group of friends in his home. 
The magistrates saw those 
meetings as a clear violation 
of their agreement and imme-
diately sent agents to deport 
Williams on the next ship.

Warned of his pending 
arrest and near certain death 
if he remained in Salem, 
Williams risked life and limb 
as a fugitive in the wilderness.

Nearly dead, he stumbled 
into sanctuary with the Native 
Americans he had befriended 
and whose language he knew. 
The food and shelter they pro-
vided enabled him to regain 
his strength.

He then established a col-
ony in Providence Rode 
Island where his religious 
freedom became a reality 
with the creation of the first 
Baptist church in America.

Jones and I see how 
Williams’ story offers chal-
lenging insights  about 
oppression and freedom, bru-
tality and compassion. Today, 
few can really say they aren’t 
next, even a Baptist dude 
such as myself.

D i s c l a i m e r :  R o g e r 
Williams was an “American 
Treasure.” I’m not. But there 
is talk about sending me back 
to Texas.

Sign up to receive this 
column by email at https://
thechaplain.net/columns/ 
Contact Chaplain Norris 
at comment@thechaplain.
net  

The Pending Deportation 
of Roger Williams

By Jeffery Jones and Norris Burkes

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Spiritual Spiritual 
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BY NORRIS BURKES

comment on Aug. 8, O’Hern provided the 
following statement.

“The Rancho Murieta Board of 
Directors acts in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Rancho Murieta 
Association as well as the laws of the 
State of California. The board endeavors 
to protect the lawful rights of its members, 
its employees, and the board itself.

“We are very careful adhering to our 
fiduciary duties, and if we have any con-
cerns, we act after advice of counsel.”

O’Hern concluded his statement by 
thanking Carrillo for his service and wish-
ing him the best in the future.

Background
Carrillo was first elected to the board 

in November 2020 and re-elected in 
November 2023. His term was set to 
expire in November 2026. Based on past 
practice, the board will solicit candidates 

for the vacant seat and appoint a director 
to serve the remainder of his term.

The rift involving Carrillo first became 
public during a contentious board meeting 
on April 15.

Speaking during public comments, 
Carrillo said his fellow board members 
had quietly formed a committee to dis-
cuss matters requiring a closed session 
and had excluded him from its meetings. 
He said he had been accused of disclosing 
confidential information, a charge he cate-
gorically denied.

He said his attempts to communicate 
with staff, the board and legal counsel had 
gone unanswered.

“To this day, no notice has been pro-
vided to the membership regarding this 
shift in representation,” Carrillo said. 
“That is a serious omission.”

Director Scott Adams defended the 
board’s actions, confirming that the exec-
utive session committee was formed with 

the advice of legal counsel.
“We did so for legal reasons that were 

explained to Director Carrillo,” Adams 
said.

Carrillo also proposed forming a 
Leadership & Community Improvement 
Committee to help the association recom-
mit to transparency and open dialogue, 
though he did not request that it be placed 
on a future agenda.

Carrillo didn’t attend the May board 
meeting. However, speaking during public 
comments at the June 17 Board meeting, 
he stated that his efforts to get his com-
mittee proposal on the board agenda had 
been in vain.

Carrillo said he reached out to O’Hern 
but received no response or acknowledg-
ment of his request. He said he also shared 
his proposal with the other directors, need-
ing support from just one to place the item 
on the agenda, but none responded.

“The preparation of my proposal 

demanded considerable effort and dedi-
cation, and to be met with indifference is 
disheartening,” Carrillo said. “This lack of 
support raises questions about the board’s 
willingness to provide change.”

O’Hern told him that agenda items are 
added at the discretion of the general man-
ager, the board president or any two board 
members.

“If a director cannot get someone else 
to support him, it will not appear on the 
agenda, nor should it be addressed at the 
meeting,” he said.

“It is beyond the scope and author-
ity of a single board member to establish 
or rename a committee without the sup-
port and majority vote of the board, 
particularly one which may create the illu-
sion that the committee is in some way 
in charge of directing Rancho Murieta 
Association leadership,” O’Hern added.

Carrillo didn’t attend the July board 
meeting and tendered his resignation on 
Aug. 8.

This story is also online at theriverval-
leytimes.com.� H

Carrillo Resigns from RMA Board
Continued from page 1
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board approval to form 
the panel and appointed 
himself chair. He named 
Operations Director Eric 
Houston and community 
members Janis Eckard and 
Jim Farrell to serve with 
him.

Eric Houston
Houston, a 19-year water 

industry professional, 
was appointed as the new 
operations director last 
November. He explained 
the purpose of the new 
report at the meeting.

“This was to tie up a lot 
of questions that have been 
asked not only by board 
members, but by the com-
munity,” Houston said. 
“The conclusion is we still 
need a consultant to step 
in and help wrap up the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan, because there still 
are unanswered questions 
and some data that needs 
to be reworked… so that 
we have good numbers for 
what we would look like 
during a severe drought, 
when we could potentially 
run out of water.”

Reworked data will be 
incorporated into an Urban 
Water Supply Plan, which 
the state will require once 
the district adds 35 more 
water connections and 
becomes classified as an 
urban water district subject 
to stricter regulations. The 
board is expected to con-
tract with Water System 
Consultants for that work.

John Merchant
Merchant, a retired busi-

nessman who has lived in 
Rancho Murieta for many 
years, has served as vice 
president of Saving Our 
Lakes & Open Spaces 
(SOLOS) since its found-
ing in 2015, advocating for 
responsible development. 
The group later shifted 

its focus to water issues. 
Merchant said he first 
became involved with 
water in 2010. He chairs 
the district’s Improvements 
Committee.

Merchant said the cur-
rent and past studies have 
been fairly consistent in 
estimating water demand. 
The problem, he added, 
has been the “so out of kil-
ter” figures used to project 
water supply.

Merchant said consul-
tant Lisa Maddaus noted 
in the current water master 
plan that Rancho Murieta’s 
water system is at high 
risk, a concern not raised in 
earlier reports. He added, 
however, that the plan does 
not fully account for the 
worst-case scenario: the 
1976-77 drought, when no 
water could be pumped 
from the river. He empha-
sized that planning should 
be based on the most 
challenging but realistic 
conditions to ensure the 
community’s protection.

“I can’t control it com-
pletely, and I may get 
screwed eventually, but I 
want to do everything that 
I can to minimize the risk,” 
he said.

Another issue, he said, 
is that the study stops with 
2022 data.

“That’s a problem when 
2024 was a monumental 
year, with extreme heat, 
high evaporation and 52 
days over 100 degrees.”

Merchant said he has 
never opposed develop-
ment in the community, 
noting that reasonable 

growth could help address 
many of the community’s 
infrastructure and revenue 
challenges. 

“But until we secure a 
secondary source of sup-
ply, there just isn’t water to 
do that,” he said.

He reinforced his point 
with a bank analogy: “I’m 
not doing anything unless 
that water is in the bank, 
and I can see it, feel it and 
touch it.”

Janis Eckard
Eckard, a licensed real 

estate broker, has also been 
a developer. She co-owned 
a construction company 
with her husband, who 
built and designed approx-
imately 150 homes in the 
community.

While she does not 
oppose development , 
Eckard has long questioned 
past district water stud-
ies that continued to raise 
the number of homes sup-
posedly supported by the 
community’s water supply, 
even though the actual sup-
ply never increased.

“I've been coming in 
front of this board since 
2006; I feel like the lit-
tle gnat that has irritated 
everybody for years,” she 
said.

Eckard said the work-
ing group concluded that 
three water supply assump-
tions in the 2024 Integrated 
Water Master Plan were 
not grounded in fact.

On Lake Clementia 
as a water source, she 
explained, “We’re not 
permitted to do it. We 
don’t know if our water 

treatment plant can clear 
it… so we took Clementia 
out because we don’t have 
the right at this time to use 
it,” indicating that secur-
ing permits from the State 
Water Board can take 
years.

Regarding the use of 
recycled water as an off-
set to potable water, she 
said the math in the water 
plan “doesn’t work,” and 
the infrastructure needed 
for residential use is lack-
ing. At present, all recycled 
water is directed to the 
country club.

For flash board capacity, 
Eckard pointed out that the 
water plan counted storage 
gained by installing flash 
boards on the reservoir 
dams, something the state 
does not allow.

“Those three assump-
tions alone change the 
results of this study by 
over 2,000 acre-feet of 
water,” she said. “I want to 
let that sink in for a second. 
We don’t use that much in 
a year.”

Jim Farrell
Farrell and his wife 

r e tu rned  to  Rancho 
Murieta a few years ago 
after retiring. He began 
attending board meetings 
and soon developed an 
interest in water issues.

“My work experience 
was dedicated to devel-
oping strategic plans for 
providing healthcare ser-
vices to communities,” he 
said. “The only thing that 
might be more important 
than healthcare is assuring 
that we have water.”

Farrell argued against 
designing a water sys-
tem based on emergency 
conservation levels: an 
assumption used in earlier 
studies, according to com-
ments at the meeting.

“The state requires 
plans for droughts, such 

as reducing use by 50%, 
but that doesn’t mean you 
design your entire system 
around that,” he said.

Farrell emphasized the 
need to calculate water 
demands for the 350 
already entitled (coun-
ty-approved) properties 
in the Riverview and 
Residences subdivisions: 
a step that has yet to be 
taken. 

“We know we have a 
shortage. How much? How 
big is it?” he asked.

Farrell also referred 
to the Integrated Water 
Master Plan’s title as a 
misnomer. 

“It’s not a plan until the 
board picks the priori-
ties, lays out action steps, 
sets realistic timelines 
and measurements… then 
you figure out how you’re 
going to finance it. That’s 
when it becomes a plan.”

Randy Jenco
E n g i n e e r  R a n d y 

Jenco is a board mem-
ber who serves on the 
Improvements Committee 
with Merchant. He was 
persistent in seeking an 
engineering-based answer 
to the water supply prob-
lem, focusing on the 
specific number and capac-
ity of wells required. 

“If I do a test well and 
I know how much water 
it’s bringing up, how many 
wells do I need based 
on that information?” he 
asked.

Background on the 
Water Plan Process
Updating the Integrated 

Water Master Plan became 
a focus in 2022 when 
Rancho North updated its 
application for 697 lots 
with the county. Developer 
comments at the time 
heightened urgency. The 
district’s request for pro-
posals drew only one 

bid – a joint submis-
sion from Maddaus Water 
Management and Adkins 
Engineering – which 
the board approved in 
December 2022.

Maddaus later concluded 
that the community could 
meet future water needs 
under certain assump-
tions and mitigations, but 
SOLOS and Eckard chal-
lenged several of those 
assumptions from the out-
set. Despite acknowledging 
concerns, the board took 
no major action until the 
317-page draft was com-
pleted in October 2024.

The board then initiated 
a 45-day review period and 
sought an outside technical 
review. Little progress was 
made until January, when 
Houston advised against 
finalizing the water plan, 
citing its lack of a clear 
path forward. He suggested 
that the district develop an 
Urban Water Supply Plan 
instead, which the state 
will require once the dis-
trict reaches 3,000 water 
connections and becomes 
subject to new regulatory 
requirements as an urban 
water supplier.

Houston told the board 
he had asked Water System 
Consultants  – which 
recently developed an 
Urban Water Supply Plan 
and Water Vision report 
for the City of Folsom – 
to provide a scope of work 
for a similar plan for the 
district.

While the board was 
taken aback at WSC’s 
initial cost estimate for 
both documents, the dis-
trict has since contracted 
with the consulting firm 
for the groundwater study 
and is expected to hire 
it to prepare the Urban 
Water Supply Plan when 
it becomes a state require-
ment. � H

Group Analyzing Water Master Plan Delivers Report
Continued from page 1 “I can’t control it completely, and I 

may get screwed eventually, but I 
want to do everything that I can to 

minimize the risk."
– John Merchant, Integrated Water Master Plan 

working group member 
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SOLOS Plans Ice Cream Social 
at Riverview Park

Save Our Lakes & Open Spaces 
(SOLOS) invites the community to an ice 
cream social from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 6 at Riverview Park. 

The event will feature complimentary 
ice cream from an ice cream truck and live 
music by the New Age Quintet. Guests are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs, along 
with a light dinner, snacks and their favor-
ite beverage. 

SOLOS will share updates on local 
development and have merchandise avail-
able for purchase. Donations are welcome 
to support the group's ongoing efforts.

Coffee With a Cop  
Set for Sept. 10

The East Division of the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office will host a Coffee 
With a Cop gathering from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Wednesday, Sept. 10, at Starbucks. 

A flyer for the event reads, “We 
invite you to stop by and join us for 
conversation.”

Music Mike Slated for Sept. 21
The Kiwanis Club will sponsor the 

annual Music Mike Concert at 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 21 at Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater. Families can enjoy child-
hood favorites as Music Mike entertains 
with songs and movement activities. 

The free event is open to Rancho 
Murieta families and their guests.

Kiwanis Club Slates Sale  
of Farm to Fork Tickets

Tickets for the Kiwanis Farm to Fork 
Dinner, Saturday, Sept. 27 at Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, can be purchased 
online at at rmkiwanis.org. Tickets are $80 
each plus a $2.75 processing fee. Tables 
will accommodate 10 people and “tickets 
bought together, sit together.”

We are also looking for all the talented 
table hostesses out there who provided a 
centerpiece for their table and are willing 
to help out again. 

For more information, or to volunteer to 
be a table hostess, and/or to pay by cash 
or check, please contact Carol Prinzo at 

916-354-9688 or Jeannette Edwards at 
408-515-2636.

Summerfest 2025 Tickets 
Available Online 

The annual Summerfest carnival will 
take place at Stonehouse Park on Friday, 
Oct. 3, and Saturday, Oct. 4. Advance tick-
ets are available online for $35 per day, 
with a $20 discount when purchasing four 
tickets. At the gate, tickets will be $40. 
Children 4 and under are admitted free. 

The event is only open to community 
residents and their guests. Purchase tickets 
at summerfest-ranchomurieta.org/tickets.

RM Corvette Club  
Slates Poker Run

The Rancho Murieta Corvette Club 
will host a Poker Run on Saturday, 
Oct. 12, to raise funds for its annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner project, benefit-
ing families in the River Valley area of 
South Sacramento County. Over the years, 
the club’s effort has grown from donat-
ing turkeys to the Sacramento Food Bank 

to providing complete holiday dinners to 
families in need within the local commu-
nity. This Poker Run is dedicated to Jerry 
McDonald, a past president and longtime 
member of the club, who passed away in 
2024.

A Poker Run is a driving event in which 
participants follow a predetermined scenic 
route, stopping at five designated loca-
tions to collect playing cards. The goal is 
to assemble the best poker hand and win 
prizes. This year’s route winds through 
foothill and lower Sierra roads and con-
cludes at Moonraker Millhouse Brewery 
in Cameron Park for lunch and prize distri-
bution. Written directions will be provided 
to help participants stay on course. The 
drive takes approximately 90 minutes.

The event is open to all vehicles, not 
just Corvettes: sports cars, sport sedans, 
SUVs, and trucks are welcome. The $30 
entry fee includes two poker hands: one 
for the driver and one for the navigator. 
Entries are due by Oct. 3. To participate, 
download the entry form at ranchomuri-
etacorvettes.com.� H
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The Sacramento 
County Department of 
Transportation is inviting 
Rancho Murieta residents 
to complete an online sur-
vey as part of a planning 
effort to improve evacua-
tion routes and emergency 
access along Jackson 
Highway during wildfires 
and floods.

Travis  Shappel l ,  a 
consulting team mem-
ber, is conducting the 
survey for the transpor-
tation department, which 
is developing a Rancho 
Murieta Resilience Plan. 
Shappell said the goal of 
the survey is to gauge how 
well the community is pre-
pared for the risks and 
hazards associated with 
extreme weather events.

In addition to the ini-
tial survey, the project will 
include a series of in-per-
son community work 
sessions. Residents who 
want to stay informed 
can provide their email 
address through the sur-
vey and should also watch 
for future announcements, 
Shappell said.

Access the survey at 
https://shorturl.at/URuCD 
or by scanning the QR 
code.

The  t r anspor t a t ion 
study was launched fol-
lowing behind-the-scenes 
advocacy by three repre-
sentatives of the Rancho 
Murieta Regional Fire Safe 
Council. They received 

strong support from for-
mer Sacramento County 
Supervisor Sue Frost after 
the 2023 flooding.

As a result, the transpor-
tation department secured 
a  $400,000 Cal t rans 
Sustainable Communities 
Grant last summer to study 
ways to improve evacua-
tion and emergency access 
along Jackson Highway.

Since then, the agency 
has hired a team of consul-
tants to conduct the study. 
It includes Sherwood 
Design Engineers, DKS 
Associates ,  Wildland 
Resource Management and 
Shappell’s firm, Resilient 
Communities.

“Our scope is commu-
nity engagement, which 
includes this survey, key 
partner interviews and 
public community work 
sessions,” Shappell said.

Although problems with 
Jackson Highway’s infra-
structure had long been 
on the Fire Safe Council’s 
radar, members gained lit-
tle traction until flooding 
from the 2023 storm iso-
lated Rancho Murieta, 
drawing national attention 
to the region.

T h e  s t u d y  “ w i l l 

undertake a comprehen-
sive study of wind-driven 
fire and flooding risks on 
the highway with a spe-
cific focus on six critical 
intersections between 
Grant Line Road and 
Ione Road in Sacramento 
County and flooding in the 
Sloughhouse area,” accord-
ing to the grant application.

The application also 
noted that the consultant 
hired by the transportation 
department would identify 

infrastructure improve-
ments and develop a 
funding and implementa-
tion plan to meet Caltrans 
requirements for highway 
improvement funding.

The Fire Safe Council 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o 
worked with Frost to pur-
sue outside funding for 
highway improvements 
were Greg Pryor, John 
Merchant and John Long. 
Within the community, 
they are often referred to as 

the “Three Amigos.”
Pryor, a retired fire-

fighter, serves as president 
of the Fire Safe Council. 
Merchant, a retired busi-
nessman, is currently 
president of the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Board.

Long, a retired traf-
fic engineer with 46 years 
of experience, previously 
served on the Rancho 
Murieta Association’s 
Emergency Preparedness 

Committee, which led to 
the creation of the Fire 
Safe Council. He has 
continued to serve as an 
advisor to the council since 
then.

The county has asked 
Long to serve as an unpaid 
advisor for the study, 
which he expects will take 
at least two years, though 
he is hopeful for a shorter 
timeline.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Transportation Agency Seeks Input

A graphic highlights the study area for a $400,000 Caltrans grant awarded to the Sacramento County Department of 
Transportation (SacDOT) to explore ways to improve wildfire evacuation routes for Rancho Murieta residents and maintain 
access during floods. Courtesy photo

This QR code links directly to 
the survey.
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Rancho Murieta 
Pickleball Club  
News Release

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The weather lived up 
to the occasion when the 
Rancho Murieta Pickleball 
Club hosted the Hot 
August Ninth Car Show 
and Chili Cook-Off on 
Aug. 9 at Stonehouse Park.

Temperatures reached 
104 degrees, but the 
heat didn’t cool enthusi-
asm for the event. More 
than 30 vehicles and eight 
chili entries competed for 
prizes, according to orga-
nizer Alan Chase.

“Everyone had a great 
time at the event,” Chase 
said. “The wide variety 
and quality of vehicles 
entered into the show were 
outstanding, and many 
attendees commented on 
how good the show was, 
despite the heat.”

Chase said the car show 
will become an annual 
event, with proceeds going 
toward the construction of 
additional pickleball courts 

in Rancho Murieta.
The Rancho Murieta 

Pickleball  Club is a 
local sports group exclu-
s ive ly  fo r  res iden ts 
inside the gated commu-
nity. Pickleball is widely 
regarded as the fast-
est-growing sport in the 
United States,  which 
explains its popularity in 
Rancho Murieta. 

For more photos, visit 
therivervalleytimes.com.�H

By Joseph Lew 
ETC Scholarship Winner

Engaging in the arts is something I’ve 
come to value deeply throughout my years 
of high school, and I believe it is essential 
for everyone to consider. Participation in 
these activities helps prevent a life of idle-
ness and isolation, especially in a world 
where passive entertainment is increas-
ingly accessible. But before diving more 
into that, let’s start with a story that made 
me realize just how important this is.

When I was younger, I would frequently 
visit Los Angeles, where I often spent time 
with a family whose son was close to my 
age. He was imaginative, sociable and full 
of energy. We spent countless hours play-
ing and creating fun games. However, 
when the pandemic struck, everything 
changed. Weeks quickly turned into 
months, and months into years. Everyone 
retreated to the safety of their homes, and 
comfort became our constant companion. 

When the world finally started opening 
back up, most people tried to reclaim their 
sense of normalcy by reconnecting with 
friends, visiting parks and embracing the 
fresh air. 

Unfortunately, it was a completely dif-
ferent story with my friend. When my 
family and I went to see him and his fam-
ily, he didn’t come out of his room at 
all, even though he knew we were there. 
His father admitted that he rarely left his 
room, only emerging for meals and spend-
ing most of his time playing video games 
with online friends. He had become dis-
connected not only from his peers but also 
his own family.

I eventually met with him, but he was 
almost completely unresponsive to me, 
barely saying a word, with his eyes con-
stantly glued to his phone, any attempts at 
conversation falling flat. I couldn’t help 
but think how different things had become 
and how easy it would have been for me to 
fall into the same trap. 

Seeing someone act this way led me to 
reflect on my own habits and recognize 
that I had begun moving in a similar direc-
tion. I realized that I found myself stuck 
in a cycle of constant, dopamine-receiving 
activities, making me disengaged, unmo-
tivated and opposed to social interactions. 
Activities like video games, watching 
YouTube and endless scrolling on social 
media had taken over my free time, to the 
point that doing anything else felt boring 
or even irritating. 

Fortunately for me, all of those feel-
ings began to change when I signed up 
for my first high school musical produc-
tion of “The Sound of Music.” Although I 
was initially apprehensive, I quickly grew 
to enjoy the experience. I realized I was 
looking forward to seeing the outcome 
of this show that I had been working on. 
I began to form meaningful connections, 
develop new skills and rediscover the 
value of being part of a community. 

This led me to explore other elec-
tives, such as participating in my school’s 
advanced choir. Each of these pursuits 
contributed to my personal growth by 
fostering discipline, teamwork and perse-
verance. They helped my self-confidence 
grow and made me more encouraging 
toward others.

These experiences taught me that get-
ting out of your comfort zone is necessary 
for growth. While not everyone may be 
drawn to theater or choir at first, there is 
nothing wrong with trying something new. 
If I hadn’t participated in my first produc-
tion, I would still be stuck in my house, 
rotting away, a slave to my screen and a 
recluse to everyone around me.  

I encourage everyone to try to stay 
away from isolation and seek opportuni-
ties that promote personal connections and 
self-improvement. 

Taking small steps to pursue new inter-
ests can lead to significant personal 
transformation and a more fulfilling life. 
� H

How Experiencing the Arts Has Made Me a Better Person

Scholarship 
winner 
Joseph Lew 
is joined by 
his family 
before the 
ceremony. 
From left 
are brother 
Westly, father 
Peter, Joseph, 
sister-in-law 
Michaela 
and brother 
Nicholas.

Essay Earns Lew a 
$2,000 Scholarship

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Entertainment, Theater 
& Culture for Rancho 
Murieta (ETC) awarded its 
annual $2,000 scholarship 
to graduating senior Joseph 
Lew during the Aug. 16 
concert at Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater. Last year’s 
recipient, Seline Tijero, 
presented the check to Lew 
as part of the ceremony.

Lew, who just gradu-
ated from John Adams 
Academy in El Dorado 
Hills, will attend Folsom 
Lake College this fall and 
plans to transfer to UC 
Davis to study medicine.

Lew said his high school 
theater experience helped 
shape his goal to become a 
pediatrician. 

“Well, I’ve always been 
interested in helping other 
people, and being an older 
kid in high school really 
helped me to find my 
passion in helping little 
kids,” he explained. “That 
led me to want pediatric 
medicine.” 

He added that perform-
ing taught him to be a 
mentor and bring joy to 
others, something he hopes 
to carry into medicine: 
“Going to the hospital is 

kind of a scary thing, so I 
want to bring my sense of 
joy to doing that.”

Many in the audience 
probably recognized Lew 
from his role as a barista 
at The Local Bean, where 
he has worked two days a 
week for more than a year. 
He called the experience 
valuable: “Being a barista 
is a good first job that helps 
with people skills and 
teaches you how to work 
without a lot of stress,” he 
said. “I’ve gotten to know 
a lot of people and gotten 
close to the regulars who 
pop in every day.”

Lew’s winning essay 
focused on the role of the 
arts in helping him avoid 
isolation and find personal 
growth. 

After seeing a friend 
withdraw during the pan-
demic, he reflected that 
he, too was “stuck in a 
cycle of constant, dopa-
mine-receiving activities.” 
His turning point came 
when he joined a school 
musical: “Although I was 
initially apprehensive, I 
quickly grew to enjoy the 
experience.” The essay 
concluded: “If I hadn’t 
participated in my first 
production, I would still 
be stuck in my house, rot-
ting away, a slave to my 
screen.”

At the concert, ETC’s 

p h i l a n t h r o p y  c h a i r , 
Stephanie Stanislaus, 
spoke about the organiza-
tion’s mission.

“I want to welcome all 
of you and thank each and 
every one of you for your 
participation and support 
of ETC, because without 
you, we could not do what 
we do, and that is keeping 
the arts alive in the com-
munity,” she said. 

She noted that ETC’s 
philanthropy includes both 
awarding scholarships and 
providing arts grants to 
local schools.

ETC Board President 
JT Turner emphasized the 
program’s importance: 
“Our annual scholar-
ship program is one of the 
most meaningful things 
we do at ETC. It gives us 
a chance to recognize and 
support young people who 
are passionate about the 
arts, whether it’s entertain-
ment, theatre or culture. 
Presenting the award on 
stage each year is always a 
special moment.

“It’s a reminder that 
while the concerts bring 
us together in the moment, 
we’re also investing in the 
future of creativity and 
community.”

This story is also online 
at therivervalleytimes.com.
� H

Last year’s scholarship winner, Seline Tijero, right, presents a $2,000 check to Joseph Lew at 
the Aug. 16 ETC concert, as Philanthropy Chair Stephanie Stanislaus highlights the group’s 
mission to keep the arts alive in the community. 

Pickleball Club Hosts Car Show, Chili Cook-Off

The Rancho Murieta Pickleball Club’s first Hot August Ninth Car Show and Chili Cook-Off 
draws attendees to Stonehouse Park on Aug. 9. Courtesy photos The chili cook-off proves to be a popular draw at the event.

Alan Chase wins the Best 
Domestic award for his 
yellow 2015 50th Anniversary 
Ford Mustang. He also 
organized the show.

Jon Yager receives the Best Truck award for 
his red 1951 Ford F1.

Chili Cook-Off winners, from left, are Jan Detrick, first place; Teresa Wagoner, third place; and 
Emma Ercila, second place.

The Best Exotic/European award goes to 
Becky Beer for her 2021 blue Porsche Targa.
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Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Kings fans have been waiting for the 
next domino to fall, but Scott Perry has 
been playing his cards ever so close to the 
vest. Rumors abound regarding frontrun-
ners Jonathan Kuminga, Austin Reeves, 
Russell Westbrook and more, but thus far 
teams are asking too much, and Scott Perry 
is unwilling to part with core pieces of the 
Kings roster.

Will there be a move that will bring 
excitement to Sacramento? My guess 
would be yes, but let’s assume for just a 
moment that what you see is what you get 
to start the 2025/2026 season.

Here are the 4 key factors that need to 
take place for the team assembled as we 
know it now to make the playoff s.

Keegan Murray needs to shoot 40% or 
above from 3-point range and average 15 
points per game.

Zach Lavine needs to settle in as the 
all-star he has been and be a team leader 
alongside Domantas Sabonis.

Signifi cant playing time needs to come 
to Issac Jones, Devin Carter, and new-
comer Nique Cliff ord. That means night in 
and night out consistent playing time for 
these youngsters. 

Dennis Schroder must play like the 
veteran point guard he is, and value the 
basketball, while distributing the ball to 
shooters on the team. Schroder needs to 
play smart and drive when it’s there and 
take the open shot when it comes to him.

Be the guy that Scott Perry traded for 
and don’t try to do too much. There is tal-
ent all around him, so Schroder just needs 
to let the game come to him and take 
advantage of the experience he already has.

Are these 4 things doable? I absolutely 
believe they are, and I don’t expect to see 
miracles overnight if Doug Christie fol-
lows this recipe.

There are multiple unknowns that would 
change these factors, among them being 
the potential loss of spark plug Malik 
Monk. Malik has been #1 in trade rumors, 
and other teams have not been jumping at 
the chance of having him on their team. 
This is largely because coach Christie 
insisted on pounding a square peg into a 
round role last year when he put the ball in 
Monk’s hand and said, “be a point guard.”

Sadly, what Kings fans grew to realize is 

Malik is not a point guard, it doesn’t come 
naturally, and the experiment was a dismal 
failure.

As a result, Monk’s value as a multi-fac-
eted player took a hit, and the Kings are 
forced to off er him up as a #2 guard, but 
not much else.

For those of us that love Malik and his 
up-tempo game, it’s hard to see him being 
disrespected by the league, and it’s possi-
ble that this fan favorite will be wearing 
a Kings uniform on opening night. Worse 
things could happen, and I wish Malik all 
the best. 

2026 could be a huge year for Malik 
if he returns to form, and I think the 
Sacramento Kings fans would like noth-
ing more.

DeMar DeRozan is a great player that 
is not getting the praise he deserves. Able 
to play multiple positions if called upon, 
DeMar is capable of scoring from every 
corner of the court, and his pedigree is 
hard to fi nd.

I believe the Kings need to value what 
they have already and not be too quick 
to move off  DeRozan. Much like Dennis 
Schroder, DeMar needs to stay within his 
game, and his game can be something 
special.

Yes, Kings fans, there is a plethora of 
talent on this team just the way it’s assem-
bled, so let’s get to know the newcomers 
and get ready to root them on.

As with all teams, chemistry will tell the 
tale, and if this team can identify who they 
are and play real team basketball, they can 
and will surprise a lot of NBA teams this 
season.

Power forwards are hard to come by, 
and the Kings already have one that is 
about to get away. Break out the wal-
let Mr. Ranadive and sign big man Trey 
Lyles before this free agent gets away. I’m 
a huge Trey Lyles fan and for good rea-
son. He is the consummate team player 
and never complains. Excellent 3-point 
shooter that has a nice inside game and can 
rebound. Do not let this guy get away!

Stay tuned Kings fans. I have a feeling a 
move is coming soon!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-

riskingsfan@gmail.com. 

I’m Still Confused about Medicare 
Part A and Part B Enrollment

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty:  I’m 64 and 
still working full time, and 
plan to continue working 
at least until I’m 70 ~ it’s a 
good job, and I enjoy it. My 
job comes with health insur-
ance, so I don’t really need 
additional coverage, but I 
understand I will be required 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A anyway when I turn 65 
next year. What I don’t under-
stand is Part B: A colleague 
of mine, who is a little older 
than I am, said she signed up 
for Part B because a penalty 
will be incurred if we wait 
until we retire from our jobs 
and actually need the addi-
tional insurance. I’m not sure 
she’s right. Can you explain 
what I should do?

Signed: Confused About 
Medicare 

Dear Confused: We’re 
happy to assist you with 
understanding this. First, 
enrolling in Medicare Part 
A (coverage for inpatient 
hospitalization service) is 
mandatory to collect Social 
Security after age 65. If you 
do not plan to take your 
Social Security benefits yet, 
you can defer enrolling in 
Part A until you claim Social 
Security. But Medicare Part A 
is also free to those eligible 
for Social Security, so there 
is little reason not to enroll 

in Part A at age 65 and, when 
you claim Social Security, 
you will be automatically 
enrolled. 

Part B, which is coverage 
for outpatient healthcare ser-
vices (doctors, medical tests, 
etc.), is different. Part B is 
always optional because there 
is a premium associated with 
it (standard premium is $185/
month in 2025), but nearly 
everyone over age 65 requires 
healthcare coverage. If, how-
ever, you are employed and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer (“creditable” is a 
group plan with more than 
20 participants), then you can 
defer enrolling in Medicare 
Part B until your creditable 
employer coverage ends. 
And you can do so without 
incurring a “late enrollment 
penalty” for enrolling in 
Part B outside of your Initial 
Enrollment Period (IEP). 
When your creditable cover-
age from your employer ends, 
you will enter an 8-month 
Medicare “special enrollment 
period” (SEP) which permits 
you to enroll in Part B with-
out penalty.  

Thus, as long as your 
employer coverage is “credit-
able,” you can defer enrolling 
in Part B without penalty. 
FYI, you can also enroll in 
Part B a couple of months 
prior to your employer cov-
erage ending, asking that 
your Part B coverage starts 
when your employer cover-
age ends, to avoid any gap 
in healthcare coverage. Note 
you will likely need your 
employer to provide you with 
proof of creditable cover-
age when you later enroll in 
Part B.  

A couple of extra thoughts: 
If you require prescription 

drug coverage when your 
employer coverage ends 
after age 65, you only have 
63 days to acquire that drug 
coverage without incurring 
a “Part D” (drug plan) late 
enrollment penalty. So, if 
needed, you should not wait 
to get insurance coverage for 
prescription drugs after you 
employer coverage ends. 

If you now have a Health 
Savings Account (HSA) 
through your employer, you 
should discontinue any HSA 
contributions well before 
(perhaps as much as six 
months before) your enroll-
ment in Medicare Part A. 
That’s because Part A is not 
considered a “high deduct-
ible” insurance plan (a “high 
deductible” plan is a require-
ment for having a Health 
Savings Account). If you do 
not have an HSA, you need 
not be concerned about this. 
If you do, we can also pro-
vide you with more info 
on this. 

I hope this answers your 
questions, but we are always 
here to assist if you need any-
thing further. Contact us at 
SSAdvisor@amacfoundation.
org, or at (800) 750-2622.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Associa t ion  (NSSA) . 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmental 
entity. H

Social Security Matters

Trump Should Get His New 
Census -- in 2030

Trump wants a new cen-
sus. If, by this, he means 
a snap-census before the 
scheduled 2030 survey, 
he’s demanding that the 
federal government under-
take a gargantuan task with 
minimal planning and no 
discernible source of fund-
ing. In statistical terms, it’d 
be like launching D-Day 
after a month’s preparation. 

If the White Queen be-
lieves six impossible things 
before breakfast, that the 
Census Bureau could pull 
this off would qualify as 
one of them. The agency 
couldn’t even competently 
conduct the last regularly 
scheduled census in 2020. 

Given that conducting 
the census is a core func-
tion of the federal govern-
ment -- indeed, mandated 
by the Constitution -- it 
is outrageous that the last 
survey missed so badly. It 
undercounted Florida and 
a handful of other Red 
states (as well as Illinois) 
and overcounted New York 
and a number of Blue states 
(plus Ohio and Utah).

Because the apportion-
ment of congressional seats 
depends on population as 
determined by the census, 
these were highly conse-
quential errors that can’t be 
allowed to happen again. 
There’s no legal mecha-
nism for fixing it, though. 
We just have to do better 
in 2030. Trump is also, 
understandably, chagrined 
that illegal immigrants are 

included in the census and 
declares that, going for-
ward, they “WILL NOT 
BE COUNTED.” Here he’s 
going to run smack into the 
relevant legal texts. 

Article 1, Section 2 of 
the Constitution refers to 
“the Whole Number of 
free Persons,” while the 
14th Amendment says “the 
whole number of persons 
in each State.” In a similar 
fashion, the U.S. code calls 
for a “tabulation of total 
population by States.” 

So it’s hard to see how il-
legal immigrants can be ex-
cluded from the count. As 
it happens, they don’t seem 
to have much of an effect 
on the partisan breakdown 
of congressional seats one 
way or the other. Although 
the highest number of il-
legal immigrants live in 
California, they are spread 
around the country, and 
there are also large num-
bers in Texas and Florida.

A change that Trump 
wanted in the 2020 census 
was the inclusion, once 
again, of a citizenship ques-
tion. This is highly relevant 
information that it’s entire-
ly appropriate to ask. 

There was a long peri-
od from the 19th century 
through 1950 when the 
survey had a citizenship 
question. Then, it was rele-
gated to the so-called “long 
form.” Finally, the long 
form itself was axed after 
2000.

Now, it’s considered a 
scandal to even think about 
reviving the question. 
Trump’s proposal to ask 
the question on the 2020 
census encountered stiff 
resistance and the Supreme 
Court squashed it. 

By the way, non-citizens 
do have a notable impact 
on congressional appor-
tionment. Recent research 

by the Center for Immi-
gration Studies found that 
all immigrants (naturalized 
citizens as well as all other 
categories of immigrants) 
shifted 14 congressional 
seats to Democratic states 
on net in 2020. 

Non-citizens also distort 
the composition of congres-
sional districts. According 
to the study, there are the 
same number of citizens in 
the 13 congressional dis-
tricts with the highest share 
of non-citizens as in the 9 
districts with the lowest 
share of non-citizens. In 
other words, the citizens in 
those 9 low-immigration 
districts get 4 fewer repre-
sentatives than the citizens 
in the 13 high-immigration 
districts. It’s one man, one 
vote -- with an asterisk. 

To take an example from 
Texas, the Democratic-held 
33rd district, where non-cit-
izens are nearly 30% of the 
population, has 208,000 
fewer voting-age citizens 
than the Texas 21st district. 
So the citizens in the 33rd 
district have marginally 
more clout and representa-
tion, thanks to a population 
tilted toward those who 
can’t vote. 

Ultimately, the way to 
diminish these effects is to 
reduce the level of immi-
gration. Early indications 
are that there has been a 
large exodus of illegal im-
migrants since Trump’s 
election, and the U.S. will 
have net negative migra-
tion for the first time in half 
a century. If Trump wants 
to fully capture the chang-
es he’s effecting in immi-
gration policy, he should 
indeed want a new census 
-- in 2030.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. H

Newsom’s Congressional 
Redistricting Faces Hurdles

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Gov. Gavin Newsom justi-
fies — or rationalizes — his 
drive for a mid-decade recon-
figuration of California’s 
congressional districts as 
a heroic mission to thwart 
President Donald Trump’s 
power grab.

Newsom, who seems to be 
edging ever closer to a 2028 
presidential campaign, pro-
poses to alter the state’s 53 
districts to shift five or six 
seats now held by Republicans 
into Democratic hands during 
the 2026 elections.

If successful, it would 
neutralize efforts by Texas 
Republicans to gerrymander 
its districts to gain a similar 
number of seats. Republicans 
hold a paper-thin majority in 
the House of Representatives 
and Trump has sought mid-de-
cade redistricting in Texas 
and other red states to block 
Democrats from gaining con-
trol in 2026.

The Texas situation is in 
limbo because Democratic 
legislators have fled the 
state, but how long they can 
hold out is unclear. Newsom 
played host to some Texas 
Democrats last week as he 
talked up action in California, 
which would require voter 
approval in a November spe-
cial election.

“I think the voters will 
approve it. I think the voters 
understand what’s at stake,” 
Newsom said on Friday. “We 
live in the most un-Trump 

state in America.”
We l l  m a y b e ,  b u t 

Democratic gerrymandering 
of California’s districts will 
not be as easy as Republican 
gerrymandering in Texas.

In Texas, as in most states, 
the legislature controls redis-
tricting. Under its current 
maps, enacted after the 2020 
census, Republicans hold 25 
of its 38 seats, Democrats have 
12 and there’s one vacancy.

Ironically, Democrats fare 
much better in Texas than 
Republicans do in California, 
where the GOP holds just nine 
of the state’s 53 seats under 
maps drawn by an independent 
commission. Newsom, backed 
by Democratic legislative lead-
ers, wants voters to set aside 
the commission’s maps for as 
many as three election cycles 
and approve a new plan with 
more Democratic districts.

If Texas moves forward, the 
proposal, which has not been 
shared publicly, would require 
the California Legislature to 
place it on the ballot after law-
makers return next week from 
summer recess — and just 
four days to act under current 
law. However, the Legislature 
has often exempted itself from 
ballot measure deadlines, so 
one must assume that the pro-
posal will make the ballot.

That’s the easy part for 
Newsom. He would still have 
to persuade voters who are no 
more than lukewarm despite 
the unpopularity of Trump in 
California, according to pri-
vate polling.

Former Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who cham-
pioned the creation of an 
independent redistricting com-
mission, says he’ll oppose 
Newsom’s plan and Charles 
Munger Jr., a wealthy scien-
tist who bankrolled two ballot 
measures to create the com-
mission, says he’ll support an 
opposition campaign.

Given the stakes, Trump 
and Republicans would prob-
ably flood the state with 
opposition campaign money 
while Democrats would do the 
same, with even more money 
coming from labor unions and 
other Democratic allies.

Newsom also faces the pos-
sibility of legal battles, such as 
issues over what data he uses 
to draw the new districts.

The state commission 
used numbers from the 
2020 census, which pegged 
California’s population at 
39,538,223. The latest esti-
mate from the Department of 
Finance’s demographic unit 
is 39,529,000, a tiny differ-
ence. However, there are also 
differences within the state, 
according to the state’s esti-
mates, with coastal counties 
tending to lose population 
while inland counties gaining.

Districts must be equal in 
population — within tight tol-
erances — but also must not 
disenfranchise protected ethnic 
groups, according to federal law.

These factors all could 
be bases for litigation, per-
haps including intervention 
by Trump’s Department of 
Justice. 

After the 2000 census, the 
threat of federal interven-
tion played a big role in the 
California Legislature’s pre-
vious redistricting effort, 
blocking Democrats from 
drawing partisan maps.

Prolonged litigation could 
block Newsom’s plan from 
taking effect in 2026 even if he 
gains voter approval this year. 
This game is just beginning.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 
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Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

Aug. 4
10:15p.m., Call came in from Bel Air 

about an altercation in the parking lot. 
Subjects gone on arrival. After further 
search, truck was located parked in the 
Murieta Parkway inbound lane. Patrol 
saw a subject exit the truck and depart 
the community on foot. Patrol recognized 
subject as a prior resident. Subject told 
patrol he had a verbal confrontation with 
a customer in front of Bel Air because “he 
was driving too fast.” Subject was picked 
up by a separate vehicle shortly after. 

Aug. 5
4 a.m., 3-4 male juveniles at Gazebo 

Park after hours. Subjects departed on 
arrival. Remaining in area to ensure area 
stays clear.

Aug. 6
7:50 p.m., Parking complaint: vehi-

cle parked too close to the intersection. 
Located driver, advised of the park-
ing violation, requested to move vehicle 
approximately 15-20 feet away from inter-
section; driver complied without incident.

Aug. 7
6:10 p.m., Complaint of a pest control 

representative door to door soliciting; sub-
ject wearing black T-shirt and gray shorts. 
Located subject at Pescado Drive near 6 

Park. Contacted contractor and advised 
of no soliciting, requested to return to 
the original location of the client. Subject 
complied without any incidents and left 
area shortly after.

11:20 p.m., Cantova Way: Vehicle 
found in mini storage area with lights on. 
Storage closes at 7 p.m. Area cleared and 
no one seen.

Aug. 8
10:20 p.m., Riverview Park: Report of 

group of young people making loud noise, 
screaming obscenities and smoking mar-
ijuana at the park after hours. Subjects 
gone on arrival. 

11:20 p.m., En route to Lake Clementia, 
noticed vehicle parked at Lake Calero 
after hours. Vehicle is guest of Via Del 
Cerrito. Entered parking lot and took 
information. Resident was with guest.

Aug. 9
11:45 p.m., Multiple false reports from 

juveniles regarding doorbell ditching.

Aug. 10
1:32 a.m., Shell Station owner called 

dispatch about suspicious activity at a gas 
pump. Stated that subjects involved have 
used gift cards to hack the pump and fill 
up gas cans. On arrival, observed a white 
Chevy Suburban and a heavy-set male 
with tattoos, black beanie cap, white shirt, 
blue jeans at the pump with his wallet 
in his hand. His trunk was open and the 
owner mentioned that is because he was 
filling gas cans. There was a white female 
occupant in the passenger seat. The sub-
jects left shortly after patrol arrival and the 

owner arrived on their departure. 

Aug. 11
4:57 a.m., Report of two suspicious 

individuals who walked into commu-
nity. Patrolled area last seen but unable to 
locate.

11:15 p.m., Buildings in plaza found to 
be unlocked with doors open. Perimeter 
search found no sign of forced entry or 
anyone in either building. Follow-up left 
for day shift to notify business owners that 
buildings are being left open.

Aug. 12
8:43 a.m., Reporting party stated guest 

without resident using the Stonehouse dog 
park. Checked the area; subject gone on 
arrival.

Aug. 13
8:04 a.m., Hit and run on the South Gate 

building. Upon arrival, damages were doc-
umented to the exterior front gutter corner 
of the building where the visitor lane is. 
South Gate officer stated the vehicle was 
a black construction truck for Riverview 
development. Sgt. Arino checked the area 
of Riverview, observing no signs of the 
vehicle description. 

On the way to Riverview a black truck 
with a utility box was observed leav-
ing the community. Camera footage was 
reviewed; subject vehicle is a black Chevy 
flatbed truck with a large utility box for 
site cleanups.

10:20 a.m., Responded to Stonehouse 
Park; reporting party stated dogs off leash. 
Upon check of the area, it was observed 
that all dogs were under immediate control 

of their owners and not running loosely.
3:40 p.m., Report of loud music in the 

area of Venado Drive and Lobo. Upon 
arrival, located an open garage with a band 
practicing. Contacted the group, advised 
of complaint and requested to lower the 
volume. Group complied without incident.

2:12 p.m., Rio Oso, report of a tres-
pass; tenant/guest refusing to leave the 
house upon owner’s request. Reporting 
party/owner advised authorities enroute. 
Officers staged near the house on Rio 
Oso 1 and observed from Guadalupe 
Drive. At approximately 3 p.m., Sheriff’s 
Department advised that reporting party 
canceled a call for service, advised  to start 
eviction process, due to subject is a tenant 
at the residence.

8:45 p.m., Report of a dirt bike rid-
ing south back area near tenth fairway. 
Upon arrival, located Chevrolet pickup 
with motorcycle inside the bed. Using 
patrol vehicle PA system, advised driver 
of the back area regulation and requested 
to leave area; driver complied without 
incidents.

During area inspection, located a VW 
SUV on the golf cart pathway. Driver 
stated she came to the golf course to fish. 
Advised driver of the golf course rules and 
requested to leave area; driver complied 
without incidents.

Aug. 17
2:40 a.m., Vehicle found with juve-

niles at Lake Calero after hours. Vehicle 
departed on arrival, leaving a bottle of 
alcohol, which two subjects attempted to 
return on foot to retrieve.� H
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Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
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Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Home Improvement

Visit: mpg8.com

Services Available
Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with 
shopping or other activities. 
Call George at 916-470-7169 
6 am - 10 pm

Help Wanted

DISABLED NEED 
FRONT YARD WORK 

HELPER - Call  
209-642-9390.  
Ask for Arthur.

RESEARCH CHEMIST 
Pharmaceutical manufacturing 

and research co. (Sacra-
mento, CA) seeks Research 
Chemist to maintain, operate 
and troubleshoot variety of 

chromatographic and spectro-
scopic systems including but 
not limited to GC-MS, UPLC, 
HPLC, LC, LC-MS, UV-Vis 

spectrometry, PDA and CAD. 
Generate study designs/

protocols, write and distribute 
final reports. Review laboratory 
notebooks, raw data and tech-
nical documentation in support 

of regulatory filings. Salary: 
$109,994.00–$110,000.00/
yr.  Send resumes to: HRD, 

Nivagen Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
3050 Fite Circle, Suite 100, 
Sacramento, CA 95827.

Help Wanted

SECURITY LOGS

Sacramento Yolo Mosquito  
& Vector Control District  
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Further 
West Nile virus activity (WNV) evidence 
was detected throughout Sacramento and 
Yolo counties, as 13 mosquito samples 
and three dead birds tested positive Aug. 
13, the highest number of positive results 
reported in a single day this year, accord-
ing to the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & 

Vector Control District. 
The mosquito samples and dead birds 

were collected from different locations; 
however, most of the West Nile virus 
activity for Aug. 13 was in Davis and 
other rural areas in Yolo County. 

In Sacramento County, 17 dead birds 
and 29 mosquito samples have tested pos-
itive for West Nile virus, as of press time. 
In Yolo County, 16 mosquito samples have 
tested positive for West Nile virus

Last week, the district’s laboratory 

surveillance program detected an increase 
in virus activity and overall mosquito 
populations due to the very warm tem-
peratures of recent days. Hot weather 
accelerates the mosquito lifecycle and can 
quickly amplify the virus putting residents 
at a higher risk. 

“While it has been a relatively mild sea-
son for WNV so far, we are in the middle 
of summer and conditions can change 
quickly,” Goodman said. “We expect to 
see continued activity over the next few 

weeks. Protecting yourself is key: Always 
apply an effective mosquito repellent 
when spending time outdoors.” 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends using an insect 
repellent that contains the active ingre-
dients DEET, Picaridin, IR3535 or the 
plant-based Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus. 

In response to the recent findings, the 
Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector 
Control District has increased its sur-
veillance and will continue with ground 
fogging around areas where positive mos-
quitoes and birds have been found. 

Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion ,  v i s i t 
FIGHTtheBITE.net.  � H

West Nile Virus Activity Increases 
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

3.904.054.25
2
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10/16/2024.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-354-8870 OR 916-988-3464
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA 

Serving the Entire Sacramento Area Since 1992
FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

NO JOB TOO SMALL... OR TOO BIG!
Property Managers: We specialize in serving you promptly & completely

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes
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WHERE

ARE MADE!

 Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.

Super Diamond Shines at Lake Clementia Amphitheater
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Super Diamond – the 
acclaimed Neil Diamond 
tribute band – drew many 
fans to the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater on Aug. 
18 when Entertainment, 
Theatre & Culture for 
Rancho Murieta (ETC) 
presented its third concert 
of the summer season.

“I believe we sold 
about 750 tickets,” said 
ETC Board President and 
emcee JT Turner. “While 
there was still room for 
more, overall attendance 
was good, and the crowd 
that showed up seemed to 
really enjoy the night.”

Before the show began, 
ETC presented its annual 
scholarship award (see 
separate story). Turner 
also thanked the evening’s 
sponsors,  encouraged 
concertgoers to support 
Drewski’s Food Truck 
and fired T-shirts into the 
cheering crowd.

Once the band took the 
stage, the audience was 
swept into a glittering night 
of Neil Diamond’s greatest 
hits. The band’s 20-song 
set included “Cracklin’ 
Rosie,” “Song Sung Blue,” 
“Forever in Blue Jeans” 
and “Cherry Cherry.” The 
crowd responded with 
unbridled enthusiasm to 
“Sweet Caroline,” shouting 
back the familiar refrain 
and raising their arms high 
on cue: “Hands, touching 
hands, reaching out, touch-
ing me, touching you …”

“Super Diamond put on 
a fantastic show,” Turner 
said afterward. “They cap-
tured the spirit of Neil 
Diamond’s music with 
great energy. The band 
had great stage presence, 

and hearing so many peo-
ple singing along to ‘Sweet 
Caroline’ under the stars 
was definitely a highlight 
of the evening.”

The band closed its reg-
ular set with a surprise: 
Johnny Cash’s “Folsom 
Prison Blues.” When the 
crowd roared for more, 
they returned for an encore 
with Diamond’s patriotic 
anthem, “America.”

Formed in San Francisco 
in 1993, Super Diamond 
has evolved into one of the 
country’s most well-known 
tribute acts. Led by Randy 
Cordeiro, who performs 
as “The Surreal Neil,” the 
current lineup includes 
guitarist Chris Collins, 
keyboardist James Terris, 
bassist Rama Kolesnikow 
and  drummer  Vince 
Littleton.

Their reputation has 
earned them national cov-
erage in Rolling Stone and 
The New York Times and 
appearances on CNN, VH1 
and “The Late Show with 
David Letterman.” Even 
Neil Diamond himself per-
formed alongside the band 
in 2000 and 2001.

Keyboardist and road 
manager James Terris 
appreciated the audience 
response.  

“The crowd was great. 
We don’t always know 
what to expect, but it 
seems like these outdoor 

events with families and 
all ages eventually press 
up against the stage, and 
we realize that we’ve won 
them over. Everyone’s 
smiling and having fun; it’s 
a really good feeling.”

Cordei ro  was  a lso 
impres sed  w i th  t he 
attendees. 

“Awesome,  beau t i -
ful-looking crowd,” he said 
after the show. “Everyone’s 
so good-looking and into 
it, and dancing is awesome. 
We were so lucky that 
everybody came up close.

“I’d like to live in this 
community,” he added.

For  longt ime Nei l 
Diamond devotee Marilyn 
Laver, the concert was a 
chance to relive music she 
never tires of hearing. 

“Oh, I loved it,” she 
said. “I never get tired of 
that music.” Laver has 
seen Neil Diamond per-
form live at least four 
times in the Bay Area and 
also attended his final con-
cert in Sacramento before 
his retirement in 2018 due 
to Parkinson’s disease.

Laver has also attended 
Super Diamond concerts 
at least three times.  She 
follows the tribute band 

because the lead singer 
sounds so much like Neil 
Diamond. 

“Even Neil Diamond has 
said he sounds like him,” 
she said.

Laver brought both of 
her sons and one of their 
wives to the ETC concert. 

“We had a good time,” 
she said. “And, I do so love 
the venue.

As ETC’s summer con-
cert season winds down, 
Turner reflected on the 
success. 

“It’s hard to believe the 
season is almost over,” he 

said. “Each concert has its 
own unique energy, and it’s 
been incredible to see the 
community come together 
concert after concert to 
enjoy the music and each 
other’s company.

“We’ve had some amaz-
ing talent this year, and 
we’re already looking 
ahead to making next sea-
son even better. But for 
now, we’re just enjoying 
the moment and feeling 
grateful for all the commu-
nity support.”

For more photos, visit 
therivervalleytimes.com. H

Randy Cordeiro channels Neil Diamond as the Super Diamond 
tribute band performs at the Aug. 16 ETC concert at Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater.

Formed in 1993, the Bay Area band continues to draw enthusiastic audiences.

Guitarist Chris Collins delights young fans with his playing.Bryan and Dawn Holmes light up the dance floor.


