
Bigger and Better than Ever –
Franklin’s Harvest 
Festival Set for 
September 27th 
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Lisa Piana, Executive Direc-
tor of  the Franklin Downtown 
Partnership, was a vendor 23 
years ago, when the first Annual 
Franklin Harvest Festival took 
place. She’s now been involved 
the town’s largest event for 22 
years. This year’s event, bigger 
than ever, will boast over 130 
vendors, live music, fun kids’ 
activities, unique hand-made 
artwork and crafts, merch and 
services from local businesses, 
and opportunities to meet local 
nonprofits. Thousands from 
Franklin and beyond attend the 
festival, which will take place 
Saturday, Sept. 27, 12 noon to 

5 p.m. (rain date Sun. Sept. 28.) 
For the first time, the festival 
will expand down Main Street 
to Dean College and the Frank-

lin Library, with Dean College 
opening up its grounds. 

Children’s Museum 
of Franklin to Open
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony September 17; 
Doors Open September 18th 
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

After two years of  community 
collaboration, Franklin innova-
tors and moms Erin Gallagher 
and Meg Hagen will finally be 
able to realize their dream, the 
Children’s Museum of  Franklin. 
The ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the family-friendly regional 
venue at 157 Cottage Street in 
Franklin, will take place from 4-5 
p.m. on September 17th, 2025, 
with the museum welcoming 
families the very next day, from 
9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Two days later, 
exactly two years to the day the 
501 (c )3 nonprofit was founded, 
adults are invited to a birthday 
bash on the premises on Sep-

tember 19, 2025 from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. Tickets ($100) will include a 
drink ticket, food, and live music 
by the Pub Kings. 

Hagen and Gallagher ex-
pressed “joyful anticipation” at 
“being able to welcome all of  
those families who have wrapped 
their arms around us to be able 
to open a museum for the com-
munity and by the community,” 
referring not only to financial 
contributions from the commu-
nity, but to local experts who con-
tributed their talents to create the 
inclusive space, from an advisory 
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The Franklin Harvest Festival will take place on Saturday, September 
27th, from 12-5. (Rain date Sept. 28) This year, the fun expands down 
Main Street to include the Franklin Public Library green and Dean 
College campus. Photo used courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership.
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“It was always our vision to be 
able to (expand) for years,” says 
Piana, who says local response to 
the Strawberry Stroll expansion 
this year was very positive. Also, 
“Dean College’s opening up its 
campus for the Harvest Festival 
is a game changer,” she adds.

This year’s event will include:
•	 Live music performances 

at the corner of  Main St. 
and Dean Ave. From Noon-
2 p.m., 8-person soft-rock 
band Critical Mass (donat-
ing its stipend to Franklin 
Food Pantry), then from 3-5 
p.m., The Padula Family 
Band, with FSPA.

•	 Radio station MyFM will 
broadcast live from Main St. 
near the Little Shop of  Ol-
ive Oils.

•	 Special interactive exhibits. 
See science in action with 
the Children’s Museum of  
Franklin; get the kids mov-
ing at the Hockomock Area 
YMCA’s Gaga Pit; and play 
literary lawn games at the 
Franklin Library.

•	 Dean College’s Dean Hall 
front lawn will offer a kid-
friendly $5 train ride, fall 
foods, and music from their 
student radio station Power 
88.3 FM. 

•	 The Franklin Historical 
Museum will provide free 
popcorn and mid-century 
film clips from Franklin’s 
Chilson Collection as well 
as kazoos, cookies and water 
for Karaoke, Kazoos and 
Cookies, a “joyful noise” fest 
directed by Dennis Ferguson 
at 3 p.m. 

•	  Sparky the Fire Dog will 
be at Franklin Fire Station, 
with a Touch-a-Truck.

•	 Among many food options, 
Dean Bank’s booth will sell 
cider donuts, cider, popcorn 
and hot chocolate, with pro-
ceeds supporting the festi-
val. Local shops and eateries 
will offer other special fall-
themed treats.

“The Harvest Festival is the 
ideal time to socialize, relax, and 
enjoy the community spirit,” said 
Scott Martin, President of  the 
Franklin Downtown Partnership 
and Harvest Festival Chair, who 
encourages attendees to linger 
and explore shops and dining 
even after the festival.

The Franklin Harvest Festival 
has nearly doubled in size since 
it began, says Piana, as has the 
Partnership itself, which boasts 
about 350 members, a big leap 
from 25 in 2002. 

“Looking back at how much 
Scott Martin has done in the 10 
years as the (festival) chair, it has 

grown so much,” says Piana.
Martin, Sr. Executive Director 

of  the Hockomock Area YMCA, 
estimates FDP membership 
stood at about 70 when he came 
aboard as chair. He became a 
member as a business owner in 
2005.

“I wanted to connect with the 
community,” says Martin, im-
pressed by how the Harvest Fes-
tival and Strawberry Stroll could 
bring people to his front door. 
“More and more of  the Partner-
ship members want to be part of  
it. It brings foot traffic downtown 
and introduces people to their 
neighbors. It really shows the 
town of  Franklin with that clas-
sic New England feel. You’ve got 
your downtown storefronts, and 
as you continue on your walk, 
you’re seeing a college campus 
and a historic library, really the 
best New England has to offer.”

This year will include more 
interactive events and restau-
rants featured in the parking 
lot where Little Shop of  Olive 
Oils is located. “We’re calling it 
‘Food Alley,’” says Piana, who 
also thanks the town DPW and 
Franklin Police Department for 
their important contributions.

“I love our name,” says Piana, 
“because the Franklin Down-
town Partnership partners with 
everyone.”

The Franklin Harvest Festi-
val, she says, “relies on two very 
important things, volunteers and 
sponsors. It literally takes a vil-
lage.” She lauds dedicated volun-
teers like Pandora Carlucci and 
Roberta Trahan, who coordinate 
other volunteers (always needed 
festival day) and map out booth 

space, limited this year to Frank-
lin businesses due to the space 
available.

Piana can’t say enough how 
generous sponsors make this 
huge event possible. “We are 
so grateful their support,” says 
Piana. At press time, sponsors 
included:

Platinum – Dean Bank, G & 
C Plumbing & Heating, Local 
Town Pages Franklin

Gold – Camford Property 
Group, Inc., Dean College, 
Hockomock YMCA, Middlesex 
Savings Bank

Silver – Eagle Stainless Tube & 
Fabrication, Inc., Glen Meadow 
Apartments-Schochet Cos., Not-
turno Home Services, Rockland 
Trust Bank, The Enclave of  
Franklin.

Bronze – Chestnut Dental As-
sociates, Connell Roofing, Inc., 
DCU-Digital Federal Credit 
Union, D.G. Ranieri Real Estate, 
Elizabeth’s Bagels, Fenton Fi-
nancial Group, Keefe Insurance, 
Kumon of  Franklin, MyFM, 
The Nautilus Center for Mental 
Health, Simon’s Furniture, Tur-
tle 2 Properties, Doherty, Dugan, 
Cannon, Raymond & Weil, P.C.

For festival updates, follow 
Franklin Downtown Partnership 
on Instagram and Facebook. For 
more information on The Frank-
lin Downtown Partnership, a 
non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization, 
visit www.franklindowntownpart-
nership.org.
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Harvest Festival Offers 
Dean College a Chance

Bill ingram, Dean of  Sanders 
School of  Business at Dean 
College, couldn’t be more 

HARVEST FEST 
continued on page 3 

Dean College’s student radio station, 88.3FM, will provide music on 
the quad.
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excited Franklin’s Harvest 
Festival has been extended 
down Main Street to include the 
college campus.

“We’ve always been one of  
the top sponsors, and we had 
a booth out there, but because 
it kind of  ended there, we’ve 
never had it on our campus,” 
says Ingram. “We’re going to do 
our best to open up the campus. 
Come in and check it out!”

The festival provides a per-
fect opportunity for the school 
to invite the community past its 
gates and hang out, says Ingram. 

Children will enjoy a $5 unlim-
ited ride on a trackless train in 
Dean’s quad area, and folks will 
enjoy music by Dean’s student 
radio station, Power 88.3FM, a 
mix of  classic rock and modern 
hits. Sodexo, which runs the din-
ing hall at the college, will also 
be on the green with some food 
and beverages to offer festival 
goers.

“We might end up with some 
student performance as well,” 
says Ingram.

The college has also gener-
ously opened up space across 
the street to the YMCA, which 
will hold some children’s activi-
ties in front of  the Ray House.

HARVEST FEST
continued from page 2

Inside Dean College’s gates, children can board a trackless train, with unlimited rides for $5, during the 
Harvest Festival.

Padula Family Band to Play at Harvest Festival
Ryan Padula really liked 

growing up in a musical family. 
Now 23, Padula, and his fam-

ily, mom Brenda on vocals, dad 
Frank on drums and his two 
brothers, Matt, on saxophone 
and Aidan, also a drummer, 
share that love with the Franklin 
community, as either the Padula 
Family Band or as the Padula 
Brothers Trio Plus One. 

The young musicians, who all 
got an early start learning classi-
cal piano at the Franklin School 
for the Performing Arts, began 
playing out along with their par-
ents and getting a taste for jazz 
as early as middle school at a 
restaurant in Plainville. 

The two older brothers 
would go on to complete degrees 

in jazz performance at UMass 
Amherst, with Matt continuing 
on to get his master’s in music. 
Aidan would study with Kenny 
Hadley at FSPA. 

“We’ve always all jammed 
together, but this whole band 
thing didn’t really start coming 
together until after I was done 
with school,” explains Ryan. 
“We try to play as much as we 
can as often as we can for any-
body we can, because we really 
love expressing our artistic abili-
ties for people to enjoy.”

A self-confessed “old soul,” 
Padula confesses he could “lis-
ten to Sinatra all day if  I could. 
That’s my favorite era of  jazz. 
Bill Evans, Oscar Peterson are 
some of  my role models. We all love listening to it.”

Improvising is also a draw to 
the genre.

“A lot of  people, when they 
think about (improvisation), it’s 
kind of  scary to them, but it’s 
more of  a free form of  being 
able to express yourself  through 
your instrument and listening 

to your peers around you. You 
really have to feel out the mo-
ment,” says Ryan. He feels es-
pecially lucky to have played at 
the Franklin 4th of  July’s Mike 
Crandall Blues Festival for the 
past four years. He and his fam-
ily “definitely play way easier off 
each other as opposed to play-

ing with other musicians…but 
the most important thing, we 
sound great, but it’s because we 
have fun.”

You can join in the fun with 
the Padula Family Band at the 
Franklin Harvest Festival, from 
2-5 p.m.

Padula Family Band members, left to right, Ryan, Aidan, Brenda, Matt, and Frank  at La Cantina Winery.
 Photos used courtesy of Ryan Padula.

The Padula Brothers Trio Plus One, with Ryan Padula on keyboard, 
Bruce Gertz on bass, Aidan Padula on drums, Matthew Padula on 
saxophone 
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committee of  child-centric pro-
fessionals to the exhibit builders 
themselves. “Their talents have 
been so meaningful to this pro-
cess, and they will be so valued by 
this community,” said Gallagher.

The museum boasts features 
like an Imaginative Play Down-
town with a custom gazebo, a 
dinosaur exhibit, Miss Money’s 
Playroom, a Healthy Bodies area 
with a pumping heart, an 8-foot 
diameter Sensory Tree, a trans-
portation area, a climbing struc-
ture with a step-down pit, nursing 
stations, a classroom makerspace 
and lab facilities. Exhibits are 
designed for children aged 0-10, 
with programming planned for 
elementary and middle-school 
aged children and leadership op-
portunities for older students.

The museum is expected to at-
tract families and educators from 
up to an hour away, as the non-
profit’s mobile museum events 
have drawn folks from 180 differ-
ent towns. “We’re really excited 
to be able to reach people on a 
daily basis and just offer so much 
more for families that come to 
visit us,” said Gallagher.

Although a spring opening 
was planned, an extra financial 
push was needed to finally open 
the doors. Hagen and Galla-
gher were thankful to Founding 
Families, corporations and orga-
nizations that came aboard. A 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
for $145,000 also helped them 
complete the renovation of  the 
space, formerly owned by Agway. 
“That absolutely was a game 
changer,” said Hagen. Although 
the pair is still working to fund 
its A-Mazing Ways wind exhibit 
and a water exhibit designed by 
Science Kinetics and Vanderbilt 
University, “engaging and fun 
temporary exhibits with STEM 
and learning tables” will tempo-
rarily fill those spaces. 

The two partners, who refer 
to their collective five children as 
“exhibit testers extraordinaire,” 

said their work together has 
deepened their friendship. “Our 
ability to maintain our friendship 
and to grow and work together 
throughout this process has been 
amazing,” says Hagen. 

“It just feels like such a mile-
stone moment to be able to an-
nounce our opening,” added 
Gallagher. 

Admission to the museum, 
closed to the public Tuesday and 
Wednesdays to allow for school 
field trips, will be $14 per per-
son, with discounted rates for 
WIC and EBT recipients and 
discounted passes available at 
local libraries. “We have also 
had someone step up to provide 
free passes for the Franklin Food 
Pantry and the SAFE Coalition,” 
said Hagen.

Prior to the public opening, 
the museum will hold a registra-
tion-only pre-play event for social 
media family/parenting life in-
fluencers on September 14th. In 
addition, a Scary Scurry 5K and 
Fun Run fundraiser is scheduled 
for October 19, 2025. 

For more information, visit 
http://childrensmuseum-

franklin.org.

MUSEUM
continued from page 1
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A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
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new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 
trusts, power  of attorney and health care proxies. 
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means that you, rather than your state's laws, decide who gets your 

property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as 

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be 

necessary for a family member or loved one to 
petition the court to become the guardian over 

the incapacitated person.
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Bellingham Harvest 
Fest Sept. 20

Harvest Fest is making a 
comeback in Bellingham.

The event, a family-focused 
activity, is scheduled for Satur-
day, Sept. 20, at Bellingham’s 
Town Common from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. A rain date, if  needed, 
is Sept. 27. The town’s two 
Baptist Churches — First Bap-
tist Church and Bible Baptist 
Church — are organizing the 
day’s activities.

Harvest Fest began in 2017 
and had a three-year run until 
COVID-19 forced the two 
churches to curtail the program. 
It’s being revived after a five-year 
absence.

For the youth, there will be 
pony rides, an obstacle course, 
gymnastic and karate exhibi-
tions, and other exciting activi-
ties. A Christian concert is also 
scheduled.

Many vendors will be on 
hand to promote and sell their 
products. The churches are still 
seeking sponsors and vendors 
(fee for vendors is $20). If  inter-
ested contact Pastor Baron Ro-
drigues at (508) 844-1843.

After expenses are paid (police 
detail, permits, entertainment 
costs, etc.), any funds remaining 
will go to area food pantries. 

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance  
Events for September
Puzzle Solving 
Competition

Thursday September 4th 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV and 
Radio 23 Hutchinson Street

Bring a puzzle, and challenge 
others to solve it faster than you!

Queer Book Club
Wednesday September 17th 

6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV and 
Radio 23 Hutchinson Street

At press time, this month’s 
book had yet to be decided, so 
check out our website www.
franklinlgbtqalliance.com at the 
beginning of  the month to see 
what it is!

RECYCLE THIS PAPER
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20 Years of Growth At Sunrise Montessori School
Experience, passion, and in-

novation are hallmarks of  the 
school’s success.

Sunrise Montessori School 
has been teaching preschool and 
kindergarten students to be well-
rounded and self-confident for 
20 years. In 2005, Sunrise began 
with one classroom, two teachers, 
and six students, expanding into 
its current location at 31 Hay-
ward St. in Franklin. The school’s 
founders worked diligently to 
build an environment where kids 
feel comfortable discovering and 
learning at their own pace, al-
lowing students to not only take 
direction of  their learning, but to 
find wonder in the world around 
them. Former Head of  School 
and co-founder, Karen Roeber, 
recounts her first visit to a Mon-
tessori classroom. “I can remem-
ber being so impressed. The 
classroom was so different from 
any other that I had ever been in 
– the children were all working 
quietly in various subject areas. 
The environment was so clean, 
and the shelves were neatly set 
up. The children chose which ac-
tivities they wanted to work on, 
and when they completed their 
work, they put it back on the 
shelf  for the next child. What a 
wonderful concept of  care and 
sharing, a philosophy that has 
lasted over 118 years”. 

Since 2005 Sunrise has 
brought the Montessori method 
to more than 418 children, rang-
ing in age from 2.9 to 6 years old. 
Many families enroll younger 
siblings in subsequent years. The 
Montessori approach uses hands-
on experiences that support 
independence and discovery. 
Students from Sunrise achieve 
success both academically and 
creatively (most recently, a Sun-
rise alum won the regional Gold 
Key, National Gold Medal, and 
scholarship at the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Competition for her 
artwork).

Throughout the day, you’ll see 
the Montessori Head Teachers 
observing the classroom, present-
ing lessons to small groups and 
engaging one-on-one with stu-
dents. The curriculum is self-di-
rected; guided by the child’s own 
curiosity, and includes Language, 
Math, Science, Geography, Sen-
sorial, the Arts, and Grace & 
Courtesy lessons that teach real-
life skills children practice every 
day. From pouring their own 
glass of  water and sweeping up 
after their lunch to identifying 

the life cycle and structure of  a 
flower, each student is building 
a foundation of  interest and re-
sponsibility in their everyday life 
that will carry them into adult-
hood. The teachers also help the 
children grasp a foundational 
component of  Montessori educa-
tion - respect for all living things - 
by strengthening communication 
and conflict resolution skills with 
their peers.  

Andrea Rossick, Sunrise’s cur-
rent Head of  School, has 25+ 
years of  experience in Montes-
sori environments. Rossick has 
spearheaded many updated fa-
cility and playground improve-
ments in recent years to enhance 
the experience for students. 
“Looking forward, it’s been our 
dream to expand upon our suc-
cessful preschool and kinder-
garten classrooms by adding a 
toddler program - which would 
help support the growing needs 
of  our community.”

The school will celebrate its 
20th year with multiple events, 
which will include former and 
current educators, staff, board 
members, and families who have 
come together to create the Sun-
rise community.  Co-founder, 
Sue Roecker, states that “under 
the guidance of  our dedicated 
Board of  Directors and support 
from the community, Sunrise 
Montessori School continues to 
provide excellence in early child-
hood education”.

Sunrise Montessori is a mem-
ber of  both the Montessori 
Schools of  Massachusetts and 
American Montessori Society 
and is licensed by the MA De-

partment of  Early Education & 
Care. The school is a non-profit, 
501c3 organization that relies on 
the support of  tuition, fundrais-
ing, grants and the community to 
keep its vision moving forward. 

Located at 31 Hayward St., 
Franklin, the school welcomes 
families from all surrounding 
towns. To schedule a tour, learn 
more about the curriculum, 

or support Sunrise Montessori 
School, visit mysunrisemontes-
sori.com. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

SERVICES:
• Botox
• Fillers
• Hydrafacial
• Laser Hair Removal
• Facial Rejuvenation
• IPL Photofacial 
• Non-invasive Fat Reduction
• Skin Tightening
• Muscle Toning
• FUE Hair Transplants
• PRP
• Microblading
• Waxing/brow tint/lash lift
• ZO Skin Health
• Men’s Testosterone Replacement Therapy
• Women’s Hormone Replacement Therapy

FOR MORE INFO
PLEASE CALL

508-530-9600

435 King Street, Franklin MA

MATT
AZULAY-LAFEVER

NP-C

$75 OFF$75 OFF  
* 

NEW CLIENT
SERVICE

*EXCLUDES
WAXING & BROWS
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Family-Run Affordable Junk Removal 
Takes the Stress Out of Cleanups
By Christie Vogt 
Contributing Writer

Whether it’s one old fridge 
in the garage or an entire home 
of  unwanted goods, the team 
at Affordable Junk Removal of-
fers a cost-efficient, stress-free 
approach to waste manage-
ment. “You don’t lift a finger,” 
says owner Jason Schadler, who 
started the company along with 
his wife Christine in 2005.

The business offers same-day 
service for both residential and 
commercial clients across eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island. In ad-
dition to junk removal, the com-
pany rents 15-yard dumpsters. 

As a family-owned and op-
erated company, Schadler says 
Affordable Junk Removal has 
lower overhead costs and is more 
accessible than national com-
petitors. “I answer my phone 
24 hours a day,” he says. “I was 
on vacation in Italy and Portu-
gal, and I was still answering my 
phone on the beach. When you 

call us, you get me — not an au-
tomated machine!”

Schadler says the company 
has an environmentally friendly 
approach to disposal in which 
it recycles items when possible, 
properly disposes of  non-recy-
clables and resells many items at 
the Schadlers’ secondhand store, 
Resellables. “We opened that 
store in Bellingham because we 
hated to see things thrown away,” 
Schadler says. “We have four kids 
and sustainability is extremely 
important to us.”

During the business’s early 
days, Schadler provided junk re-
moval on nights and weekends 
when he wasn’t busy working at 
a machine shop. Eventually, the 
business grew into a full-time 
endeavor, and the Schadlers in-
vested back into the company 
with new equipment and tech-
niques. “When I first started, 
for example, we didn’t have 
any tarps. I’m driving around 
and things are flying out of  my 
truck,” Schadler laughs. “I’m 
like, ‘Oh my god, I need a tarp.’”

Schadler says his wife Chris-
tine “was equally as involved” 
in getting the business off the 
ground. “She handled the back-
end while I did the heavy lift-
ing, all while she was working at 
EMC,” he says. “Fast forward 17 
years, and we both work full time 

managing the company as well 
as other endeavors. Business is 
doing great; it has grown tremen-
dously to a fleet of  trucks and 
dumpsters, and we’ve also been 
able to buy a pizza place, The 
Corner Market in Holliston.”

In addition to delivering an 
in-demand service to the com-
munity, Schadler is appreciative 
that Affordable Junk Removal 
has helped provide a work-life 
balance that suits his family. “It 
allows me to be able to do what 
I like doing and spend time with 
my kids,” he says. “I’m home to 
see my babies play softball and 
do all that stuff. We are also able 
to give back to the communities 
we serve.”

As for Franklin in particular, 
Schadler says they are proud 

to have many repeat custom-
ers and friends in the area. The 
Schadlers’ oldest daughter lives in 
Franklin, and their kids attended 
softball camp and learned how 
to skate in town. Prior to starting 
Affordable Junk Removal, Chris-
tine worked for years in Franklin 
as well.

One of  the best parts of  his 
job, Schadler says, is meeting 
and getting to know new people 
and developing relationships 
with returning customers. “We 
are really grateful for the repeat 
business and the chance to form 
connections with residents across 
the MetroWest area,” he says.

To receive a free junk removal 
estimate, call (774) 287-1133 or 
visit affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children, started 
Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.

123,978 miles with only one prior owner. 
Kept well maintained.

Power windows and door locks. Asking $2,999
Can be seen in Walpole.

Call 617-388-4514

FOR SALE 2004 JEEP LIBERTY

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

  

ATTENTION LAND ROVER OWNERS

75 Mechanic Street, Bellingham, MA, 02019
508-966-2902   

888-90ROVER   •   jwhitesoffice@me.com
         j.whitesautomotive                        JWhite’sautomotive

If you are tired of getting the run-around or have you  
experienced dishonesty at dealerships? 

Please call Shirley or Julia to schedule your next 
appointment  at  J.White’s Automotive in Bellingham. 

We are a family run company since 2006 and have found
our permanent home here on Mechanic Street in Bellingham. 

We would love the opportunity to earn your trust. 

Thank you for Considering our Shop for all your Land Rover Needs
WE FIX CAR PROBLEMS & BUILD DREAM CARS!
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781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

OUR SERVICES
  Roofing 
  Siding 
  Gutters 
  Windows 
  Doors 
  Skylights

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
 $99 Service Calls

  Gutter Cleaning 
  Small Leaks 
  Ventilation Questions 
  Flashing Repairs

“Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

AMENITIES:
• Free WIFI
• On-site washers/dryers
• Plenty of parking
• Secured access building with cameras
• Exclusive Med Spa discounts
• Common areas spaces with waiting areas
• Kitchenettes with microwaves & refrigerators
• Customizable individual suites with chair & sink
• Elevator building with 2 floors
• On-site management
• Convenient location off 495

435 King Street, Franklin MA

FOR MORE INFO
PLEASE CALL

john@salonh2t.com

CALLING ALLCALLING ALL
HAHAIRSTYLISTS!IRSTYLISTS!

Ready to go out
on your own?
Brand New

SALON SUITES
in Franklin
ARE HERE!

Franklin 2025 Arts & Culture Symposium September 18 & 19 
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

How can local artists, per-
formers, crafters and other cre-
atives enhance the economic 
livelihood of  a town, and how 
can town planners, business 
and organizations collaborate 
to create opportunities to sup-
port these creatives and enhance 
their municipalities? These are 
some of  the questions Franklin’s 
2025 Arts & Culture Sympo-
sium, on September 18th and 
19th, with a theme of  “Creative 
Econ is in Session,” will address. 

The two-day event will 
begin from 6-9 p.m. at Dean 
College’s Guidrey Arts Cen-
ter with an opening reception, 
interactive pop-up art instal-
lations by regional artists and 
live performances, followed by 
a networking session at THE 
BLACK BOX the next day, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. that features 
guest speakers Allison Yee CEO 

& Founder of  UpNext (Formerly 
Popping Up Next), and Lindsey 
Jaworek of  the Marlboro Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion (MEDC). 

“Really what we want to do 
this time around is bring the 
creative economy to the fore-
front of  the conversation,” says 
Cory Shea, Franklin’s Director 
of  Arts, Culture & the Creative 
Economy, “We wanted to set 
it up to be more of  a network-
ing opportunity, to cross pol-
linate sectors with creators and 
organizers. We wanted to get 
feedback from other business-
minded community members 
involved … on how as a region 
we can work together on these 
programmings.”

Shea, acquainted with Lind-
sey Jaworek through their mu-
tual work on the Metrowest 
Visitors Bureau Board of  Direc-
tors, says she herself  is inspired 
by the success of  Jaworek’s 

work in Marlborough, by which 
popup “sheds” featuring artisan 
and crafter wares were added to 
the downtown area, drawing pa-
trons and fueling the local econ-
omy. Shea is inspired to work to 
activate “all of  the empty store-
fronts Franklin currently has.”

Amy Friguletti, Franklin 
Deputy Town Administrator, 
suggested Shea also reach out 
to Allison Yee, responsible for 
many pop-up shops in the Bos-
ton area.

“I worked with Allison Yee 
when I was in Wellesley,” says 
Friguletti, “We worked on a state 
grant with several other commu-
nities during COVID. We were 
able to fund several popups in 
Wellesley square, and a lot of  
them were creative individuals.” 

“A huge part is bridging to-
gether opportunities for creative 
businesses,” says Shea, “A lot of  
the work that community orga-
nizers are doing overlaps, and 

that’s the point of  being in a 
room together. Let’s actually sit 
and talk with each other about 
‘how can I bring that here?’” 
The symposium, she says, can 
be a way to share information 
between economic development 
groups, cultural councils and 
districts, nonprofit organizations 
as well as businesses.

“A lot of  these symposiums 
very much focus on the emo-
tional mission of  the work, 
where this is the economic side 
of  the work,” says Shea. 

Friguletti is excited for the 
arts symposium, hopeful to gen-
erate ideas and “see if  there’s 
some collaboration we can use 
there, to pair our open spaces 
with some creatives,” something 
residents perceive as “fun and 
cool.” Shea, she says, is “an ad-
vocate for our creatives. We’re 
actually hiring photographers, 
looking for ways to bring in indi-
viduals that create and give them 

stipends to do the work they do, 
find resources and money to be 
able to do what they’re doing 
and enliven our community.” 

Following the symposium, 
participants will have a chance 
to see an example of  the sym-
posium’s subject matter. “At 2 
p.m., we’re going to encourage 
participants to head over to the 
farmers’ market, (where) the 
Franklin Art Association is hav-
ing a pop-up works exhibition 
to raise funds for their scholar-
ships, exhibitions and programs 
they run, and it’s also an oppor-
tunity for these regional folks to 
come and see what businesses 
are coming in,” says Shea.

To learn more about the 
Franklin Arts & Culture Sym-
posium, visit https://www.
franklinma.gov/1162/2025-
Arts-and-Culture-Symposium). 
You can also register at https://
tinyurl.com/FranklinArtsCul-
ture .

FUMC Plans Concert, Cookout this Month
Franklin United Methodist 

Church, at 82 West Central St., 
Franklin, will present two fun 
community events this month, 
including a free concert and a 
free back yard community cook-
out. Visit Franklinumc.org/com-
munity  or see below:

 

Saturday, September 13: FREE 
Community Concert featur-
ing the Jazz Tones Trio starting 
at 7 p.m. The Jazz Tones have a 
unique blend of  piano, guitar 
and bass for easy listening. Selec-
tions are from “Great American 
Songbooks” of  jazz and light 
rock tunes.  

Saturday, Sept 27: FREE 
Community Cookout with burg-
ers, hot dogs, and chips served 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. on the back 
lawn (event will cancel in case of  
rain).

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 
to run in our Newspaper!
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BJ’s Gift Allows Franklin Food Pantry to Pay it Forward to Natick
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

On Wednesday, August 
13th, the Franklin Food Pantry 
received a gift of  a larger, re-
frigerated truck, as well as two 
commercial cooling units to 
use as a client shopping freezer 

and client shopping refrigera-
tor, from BJ’s Wholesale Club 
through its BJ’s Charitable 
Foundation, a donation total-
ing over $130,000. Thanks to 
this generosity, the Franklin 
Food Pantry was able to give its 

older, smaller truck to the Natick 
Service Council, which they 
learned, through the Greater 
Boston Food Bank, needed a 
new vehicle to better serve its 
population.

“We are incredibly grate-
ful to BJ’s Wholesale Club for 
their generous donation, which 
arrives at a critical time when 
the need for food services in our 
community is rising,” said Tina 
Powderly, Executive Director of  
the Franklin Food Pantry, who 
told the crowd the Pantry had 
given away  over 600,000 lbs. 
of  food last year and has seen 
a 38% increase in demand for 
hunger relief  programs and ser-
vices. 

“This new refrigerated truck 
not only improves our opera-
tions, and how we serve the 
community, but it also allows us 
to pay that generosity forward 
to the Natick Service Council. 
Today’s celebration is a power-
ful example of  how businesses 
and nonprofits can join forces 
to support one another,” added 
Powderly.

Emily McCann, of  BJ’s, told 
the crowd it made sense for BJ’s, 
a Feeding America partner, to 
help fulfill Franklin Food Pan-
try’s need. 

“Food security is on the rise 
across the country, including 
right here in Franklin, so BJ’s 
is so proud to partner with the 
Franklin Food Pantry to help 
them serve more families,” said 
McCann, “We’re pleased to 
provide funding from our BJ’s 

Charitable Foundation to help 
the Pantry to purchase this flashy 
new refrigerated truck, to ac-
cess more quality food that they 
need, from our club, from the 
Greater Boston Food Bank and 
other partners. We’re thrilled to 
make this truck a reality and to 
see the positive impact it has on 
the Franklin community.”

Powderly explained that the 
Pantry’s existing truck, pur-
chased through a Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank grant six years 
ago, was in great condition, so 
the GBFB immediately identi-
fied the Natick Service Council 
as organization that could use it.

Dan Shea, Executive Direc-
tor of  the Natick Service Coun-
cil, in thanking the Franklin 
Food Pantry, noted that his or-
ganization’s request for fund-
ing from the Greater Boston 
Food Bank for a van to meet its 
mobile pantry needs had been 
turned down this year, so the 

gift of  the truck was “an excit-
ing time for us and we couldn’t’ 
be happier. Our motto is ‘neigh-
bors helping neighbors’...and 
I’d like to think that today we’re 
extending our neighborhood to 
Franklin and the Franklin Food 
Pantry, so thank you for being 
part of  Natick and the Natick 
neighborhood.”

Shea later added, “BJ Whole-
sale Club’s donation to the 
Franklin Food Pantry created a 
ripple effect of  generosity that 
resulted in a donation to us. This 
act shows how one donation can 
create a positive impact far be-
yond its initial purpose.”

For information about the 
Franklin Food Pantry, visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org. If  you or 
someone you know is experienc-
ing food insecurity, please con-
tact Laura Du, Client Services 
Manager, Franklin Food Pan-
try, at (508) 528-3115 or Ldu@
franklinfoodpantry.org.

BEES & WASPS BOTHERING YOU?
Don’t Tolerate, ELIMINATE

WPC Pest & 
Termite Control

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

CALL THE LOCAL 
GUYS FIRST!

LICENSED & INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

837 Upper Union St., Unit C16, Franklin, MA
CALL: 508-346-3020   |   TEXT: 508-784-1800

Rick@PowerPaintingPlus.com

We specialize in 
INTERIOR PAINTING • EXTERIOR PAINTING

CABINET REFINISHING 
We look forward to helping you with your home renovations!

BEFORE AFTER

Schedule an estimate at

PowerPaintingPlus.com

September is Hunger 
Action Month

The Franklin Food Pantry 
reminds residents that Septem-
ber is Hunger Action Month! 
Here are a few ideas you might 
consider to support your neigh-
bors in need: 
Make a Financial Contribution

•	 Give money to help The 
Pantry purchase much 
needed items

•	 Sign up to donate money 
every month (become a 
GEM!)

•	 Give securities and donor 
advised funds

•	 Make a legacy gift
•	 Make use of  employee 

matching programs
Donate Nonperishable Food

•	 Bring donations of  non-
perishable, nonexpired 
food to The Pantry

•	 Send donations directly to 
The Pantry through their 
Amazon Wish List

Organize Fundraisers and Food 
Drives

•	 Organize in-person & 
virtual food drives (great 
for sports teams, church 
groups, etc.)

•	 Host a fundraising event 
(lemonade stand, sporting 
or golf  tournament, etc.)

Advocate

•	 Contact elected officials 
and advocate for food as-
sistance programs

Raise Awareness

•	 Wear orange on Septem-
ber 9, 2025 - Hunger Ac-
tion Day!

•	 Share the Franklin Food 
Pantry’s posts on social me-
dia

Volunteer

•	 Sign up to volunteer for the 
Franklin Food Pantry’s on 
its website, www.franklin-
foodpantry.org 

BJ’s donated this refrigerated truck to the Franklin Food Pantry last 
month, enabling the Pantry to give its smaller truck to the Natick 
Service Council. Photo by Paul Vicario, Vicario Studio.
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The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

Welcome fall Welcome fall 
with uswith us

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11-5

Sunday 12-4

We have a great selection of tops, jeans and jackets to take 
you to the cooler weather temperatures

342 E. Central St. Franklin, Ma 02038 (next to Big Y)

Your Money, Your Independence 

Navigating College Admissions with Financial Planning

The college admissions pro-
cess can feel overwhelming for 
both students and parents. 

From understanding early 
application options to maximiz-
ing financial aid and planning 
for expenses, every decision 
matters. Let’s break down key 
aspects to help families make 
confident, informed choices.
Early Action vs. Early Decision

These two common early ap-
plication paths are typically due 
around November 1, but they 
work very differently:

Early Action (EA): Students 
apply earlier and receive admis-
sions decisions sooner, without 
any binding commitment. EA 
applicants can apply to multiple 
schools and compare offers be-
fore deciding.

Early Decision (ED): A bind-
ing commitment—if  admit-
ted, students must attend. ED 
can improve acceptance odds 
because schools see these ap-
plicants as highly motivated. 
However, families must request 
merit aid at the time of  applica-

tion; later financial aid concerns 
can jeopardize an acceptance.
Maximizing Merit-Based Aid

Merit aid is awarded for 
academic, athletic, or artistic 
achievements rather than finan-
cial need. To improve chances:

Look Beyond Trophy 
Schools. Highly competitive 
universities offer little merit aid 
because of  their abundant ap-
plicant pools. Instead, consider 
niche colleges or specialized 
programs where your student’s 
strengths stand out.

Build Recruiter Relation-
ships. Merit decisions often 
hinge on personal connections. 
Encourage students to reach out 
to local recruiters, share inter-
ests, and stay in touch. These 
relationships can lead to intro-
ductions with faculty and admis-
sions staff. When students apply, 
they should express enthusiasm 
directly—making their case for 
both admission and merit sup-
port.

Let Students Lead. Recruiters 
prefer authentic student voices. 
Parents should support, but avoid 
writing, editing, or speaking on 
behalf  of  the student.
Making the Most of 529 Plans

A 529 plan offers tax-free 
growth and withdrawals when 
used for qualified education ex-
penses. To use funds effectively:

Adjust Investments Over 
Time: As college approaches, 
consider shifting a portion of  
funds into more stable invest-
ments—such as bonds or money 
markets—to reduce volatility.

Stick to Qualified Expenses: 
Withdrawals must cover costs 
like tuition, fees, books, and 

room and board. Non-qualified 
expenses can trigger taxes and 
penalties.
Understanding Loan Options

Loans can help bridge finan-
cial gaps, but terms vary widely.

Federal Student Loans: Typi-
cally lower interest rates and 
flexible repayment terms. In-
cludes Direct Subsidized Loans 
(interest covered while in school) 
and Direct Unsubsidized Loans 
(interest accrues immediately).

Parent PLUS Loans: Federal 
loans taken by parents. They 
carry fixed interest rates and re-
payment flexibility, but parents 
assume the debt burden.

Private Loans: Offered by 
banks and lenders. Usually 
higher interest rates and fewer 
protections, making them a last 
resort.
Policy Update: Student Loan 
Reform

For the first time in years, 
Congress—not just executive 
orders—has taken the lead on 
student loan reform.

The One Big Beautiful Bill 
(OBBB) changes the “blank-
check” borrowing effect:

Parent PLUS Loans: Borrow-
ing is now capped at $20,000 
per year and $65,000 total for 
parents of  undergraduates.

Graduate Loans: Master’s/
general graduate programs 
are now $20,500 annually and 
$100,000 lifetime, while profes-
sional programs (e.g., law, medi-
cine) are $50,000 per year and 
$200,000 total.

Undergraduate Loans: Ex-
isting limits remain unchanged 
at $12,500 annually and $57,500 
aggregate.

By placing borrowing caps, 
OBBB shifts responsibility back 
to universities to manage af-
fordability, rather than allowing 
unlimited borrowing. It’s a step 
toward addressing the root cause 
of  rising education costs—not 
just the symptoms.
Final Thoughts

Families who plan ahead—
by understanding application 

strategies, targeting schools 
wisely, and exploring funding 
options—set themselves up for 
both financial stability and a 
smoother transition into col-
lege life. For tailored guidance, 
talk to your Certified Financial 
Planner.

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP
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Invested in Every 
Student’s Success 
At Dean, potential is just the start. 
Faculty mentors, hands-on learning, and 
career-focused programs turn ambition 
into achievement and students into 
confident professionals.

From day one, you’ll have the guidance and 
experiences to launch a lifetime of purpose.

of graduates employed or in 
graduate school within one 
year of earning their degree

See what’s possible 
at dean.edu.

A New Roof for a Historic Building: 
Connell Roofing Gives Back
By Jennifer Russo

One of  Franklin’s most trea-
sured historic landmarks, the 
Old South Meeting House, lo-
cated on Washington Street, 
is undergoing renovations to 
turn it into a 3-bedroom home. 
When Connell Roofing saw an 
opportunity to contribute to 
safeguarding this piece of  the 
community’s heritage by do-
nating a brand-new roof  to the 
building, they didn’t hesitate. A 
third-generation, family-owned 
company with nearly 70 years 

of  experience, they understand 
that giving back means more 
than just doing business – it’s 
about helping neighbors and en-
suring every family has a place 
they are proud to live in.

The church building was orig-
inally built in 1856, and many 
people have said in recent years 
that it should be demolished, 
since it has been unoccupied 
for quite some time. The town 
of  Franklin, however, found a 
much better solution that would 
help preserve the building’s his-
tory while transforming it into 

a home through Old Colony 
Habitat for Humanity. 

“Being a part of  the commu-
nity means showing up for one 
another; I am proud to support 
Habitat for Humanity as an or-
ganization and blessed to have 
been able to offer this donation. 
Every person deserves a safe, 
solid roof  over their head, and 
we are happy to be able to help 
our neighbors build a better fu-
ture,” shared Ben Connell, Con-
nell Roofing CEO. 

Town administrators lev-
eraged the Community Pres-
ervation Act, which enables 
Massachusetts towns to create 
preservation funds related to 
community housing, historic 
preservation, open space, and 
outdoor recreation. These funds, 
along with community business 
donations, such as the new roof  
from Connell Roofing, made 
it possible to create a beautiful 
and affordable home for a wor-
thy and deserving family. They 
broke ground back in June.

Partnering with Habitat for 
Humanity, Connell Roofing 
provided both materials and 
skilled labor toward the project, 
and the upgrade ensures that the 
new home will remain a safe and 
welcoming space while honoring 
the history of  Franklin. The col-
laboration is a perfect example 
of  the impact that local busi-
nesses can make when they join 
forces with nonprofit organiza-

tions for the betterment of  the 
community. 

“Habitat for Humanity in-
spires our company, because 
they don’t just build houses — 
they build stability and hope, 
and we value the partnerships 
evident between families and 
communities. Habitat for Hu-
manity empowers people while 
creating lasting change,” says 
Connell.

This 1856 building will be converted to needed housing thanks to 
Franklin CPA funds, Habitat for Humanity and donations from local 
businesses, such as Connell Roofing.
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DETACHED ATTACHED INTERIOR (UPPER LEVEL) INTERIOR (LOWER LEVEL) ABOVE GARAGE GARAGE CONVERSION

Now, it’s law! Great news for Massachusetts homeowners!
The Massachusetts Affordable Home Act may empower you to build an Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (ADU) up to 900 square feet on your single-family lot!* Whether you’re looking to create 
an inviting in-law suite, a lucrative rental unit, or stylish backyard cottage, we are ready to 
turn your vision into a reality. Maximize your property’s value and income potential with a top-
quality, professionally built ADU. Let’s get started!  *Subject to local building codes/regs.

AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!Call today for AC & Heat Pump Specials!

Rotary Club of Franklin, MA Celebrates 95 Years of 
Dedicated Service

Franklin, MA — The Ro-
tary Club of  Franklin proudly 
celebrates its 95th anniversary, 
marking nearly a century of  
dedicated service, leadership, 
and commitment to the Rotary 
motto: “Service Above Self.” 
Chartered on May 30, 1930, the 
Club has left an enduring mark 
on the Franklin community and 
beyond—supporting local initia-
tives, youth development, inter-
national service, and community 
enrichment projects.

Beloved traditions continue 
today, including the Annual Val-
entine’s Day Brunch and Pasta 
Supper, where Rotarians pre-
pare and serve homemade meals 
for Franklin seniors and Housing 
Authority residents. The Annual 
Car Show Fundraiser is coming 
up in early October. 

The Club announces is 2025–
2026 Board of  Directors: Co-
Presidents: Diane Padula and 
Joseph Collins, Treasurer: Victo-
ria Rawlinson

“We are incredibly proud to 
celebrate 95 years of  making a 
difference,” said Co-President 

Diane Padula. “This milestone 
reflects our deep roots in the 
community and our ongoing 
commitment to service.”

From awarding scholarships 
and empowering youth through 
RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards), to supporting organi-
zations like the Franklin Food 
Pantry, the Club’s contributions 
are visible across town. Notable 
community enhancements in-
clude lighting and benches on 
the Franklin Town Common, 
and the velvet stage curtain in 
the former Franklin Junior High 
School—still admired during 
local performances.

“Many folks may remember 
the very popular Franklin Home 
and Trade Show, held for years at 
the FHS Field House,” said Co-
President and Rotary Head Chef  
Joe Collins. 

Looking ahead, the Club is 
launching new initiatives to fur-
ther its legacy. Most recently, 
the Rotary Club of  Franklin has 
partnered with Franklin New-
comers & Friends to continue 
their Annual Craft Fair, now set 

for November 8th, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Tri-County Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School.

“After 50 years, Franklin New-
comers is passing the torch to the 
Rotary Club. We knew it would 
be a good fit, because our organi-
zations share the same values—
bringing people together for fun, 
while giving back to our commu-
nity,” said Padula.

The Rotary Club of  Franklin 
MA is part of  Rotary Interna-
tional, a global network of  1.4 
million.

Are you a person of  action 
and interested in learning more 
or becoming a member?

For information on general or 
Corporate Memberships, please 
email: rotarycluboffranklinma@
gmail.com

 

Guests are always welcome at 
our meetings, held on the fir.
st and third Tuesdays of  each 
month, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at The Rome Restaurant, 
4 East Central Street, Franklin, 
MA.

Visit our Facebook Page or go 
to www.franklinmarotary.org.
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This summer, embrace a lifestyle 
where independence meets support 
and every day brings something new 
to enjoy. At SALMON at Medway, you’ll 
find exceptional amenities, engaging 
activities, and specialized care options, 
including assisted living and memory 
care, all designed to meet your needs 
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more 
— we can’t wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Warm  Days,
A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

Santa Foundation Turns 40, Plans Gala Fundraiser
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

The Santa Foundation turns 
40 this year, and it’s planning its 
annual gala at the Franklin Elks 
Club, 1077 Pond Street, Franklin 
for October 3, 2025, from 6-10 
p.m.

The modest giving operation 
of  founder Robert Sullivan and 
his wife has grown to serve over 
30,000 families, providing gifts, 
toys, clothing and support to over 
716 families in 2024.  

Last year, the organization, 
which outgrew its space in the 
basement of  a small house on Joy 
Street, moved to 275 Washington 
Street - Suite A6 in Franklin, with 
the help of  hundreds of  hours of  
volunteer hours from the Frank-
lin community. 

“That change did pay off the 
way we thought,” says Joe For-
mosa, who joined The Santa 
Foundation’s Board last year 
with his wife, Pam. “We can now 
have space and room for dozens 
of  members of  the community to 
continue our mission.” Formosa 
notes that the community need 
has not waned.

“Bob started something that, 
unfortunately, the need doesn’t 
go away,” says Formosa, who says 
The Santa Foundation is com-
mitted to working with new com-
munity partner organizations to 
continue to meet that call. “What 
we’ll do this year is, if  you can’t 
write a check, we will collaborate 
and work with someone, if  they 
need car repair, or work with the 
Food Pantry and St. Vincent de 
Paul. How do we solve a problem 
without just writing a check,” 
says Formosa, who admits that 
the new location adds to the or-
ganization’s overhead costs. 

Just as The Santa Founda-
tion outgrew the space needed to 

house its donations, so the orga-
nization has outgrown the space 
at La Cantina Winery, where it 
has held past galas. 

“Thank you, La Cantina – 
it’s been a great supporter,” says 
Formosa. Board member Karla 
Boudreau, founder of  Meme’s 
Stockings, is chairing the event, 
which will include two enter-
tainers, at least 10 sizeable raffle 

prizes, and a silent auction for 
items such as Boston Bruin’s tick-
ets for 4 on the glass, a custom 
paint experience, a one-of-a-kind 
doll house and a Boston College 
football package.

As part of  its 40th year cel-
ebration, The Santa Foundation 
has updated the look and ease of  
its website, under the direction of  
Social Media Director Pat Tim-
mons (grandson of  Robert and 
Elaine Sullivan). The updated 
website also acknowledges the 
many long-standing and recent 
companies and individuals who 
support The Santa Foundation.  

The Santa Foundation will 
join Franklin in celebrating Har-

vest Fest on September 27th and 
encourages folks to stop by, learn 
more about the organization, 
and sign up as volunteers.  In 
October, the organization will 
also launch its annual fall Calen-
dar raffle fundraiser, to be sold 
throughout the month of  Oc-
tober (in person or online) with 
30+ days of  prizes for the month 
of  November.

To purchase tickets for the 
gala or to learn more about The 
Santa Foundation, visit its web-
site at www.sfjoy.org. You can also 
follow The Santa Foundation on 
Instagram (@sfjoyorg) and on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
SantaFoundation).

The Santa Foundation turns 40 this year. Last year, it moved to a new space, which allows for more 
volunteers, more space for donations, and greater community involvement. The organization will hold its 
annual gala October 3, 2025 at the Franklin Elks.  Photo used courtesy of The Santa Foundation.

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Call Art  @ Call Art  @ 
508 .801 .0825508 .801 .0825

✓ Improve the  
look of your yard 

✓ Keeps carpenter  
ants & wasps away

✓ No chance of  
trip and fall

STUMP GRINDING



September 1, 2025	  Find us on Facebook  |  Franklin Town News 	 Page 13

• Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
• Residential Rubber
• Flat Roofs

ONE CALL SENDS 
A ROOFER... 

NOT A SALESMAN

FINANCING AVAILABLE

857-247-8709857-247-8709

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com • Rgreene465@gmail.com
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Franklin Veterans Take Flight: A Story of Honoring 
America’s Most Senior Veterans
By Brittany Amalfi

Since 2009, Honor Flight 
New England has honored se-
nior veterans by flying them to 
Washington, D.C., to visit the 
memorials dedicated to their 
service. and this month, a few 
of  our very own Franklin veter-
ans will be taking to the air and 
witnessing their mark on history. 

“Their first flight took place 
on June 13, 2009, carrying 50 
veterans—including 14 WWII 
prisoners of  war and five deco-
rated heroes—on a day that 
organizers described as ‘hum-
bling,’” says the Honor Flight 
website. Since then, Honor 
Flight New England has served 
2,329 veterans and has com-
pleted 65 flights, The trips are 
provided at no cost to the vet-
erans, with all expenses covered 
through donations and volun-
teer support.

Among the Franklin veterans 
taking part in the Honor Flight 
are David A. Cox, who proudly 

served 21 years in the U.S. Air 
Force; Terrence S. Gilboy, who 
served four years with the Navy 
Seabees and is a Vietnam vet-
eran; John B. Hefele, who joined 
the Navy Reserves in 1965, was 
called to active duty in 1966, 
and served a total of  six years in-
cluding two on active duty; and 
Joseph P. Lesica, who served in 
the Navy from 1968 to 1972, in-
cluding two years on active duty 
and two in the Reserves. Each of  
these veterans brings their own 
unique story and experiences, 
and this trip offers them the 
opportunity to reflect on their 
service while connecting with 
fellow veterans who share simi-
lar histories.

Our Franklin veterans will 
board their flight September 
14th, 2025, departing from 
Logan Airport. On this special 
day, members of  the Frank-
lin community are invited to 
come together at the airport 
in the early morning hours to 

give these heroes the warm and 
heartfelt send-off they deserve.

For the veterans, this trip is 
more than just visiting the me-
morials—it’s a way to recognize 
their service and connect with 
fellow veterans. Many describe 
the experience as meaningful 
and memorable, a reminder that 
their service is appreciated. By 
taking part in the Honor Flight, 
Franklin veterans join thousands 
across New England who have 
visited these memorials in honor 
of  their dedication.

Thanks to the major spon-
sors for upcoming flights such 
as Service Credit Union, Swim 
with a Mission NH, Northeast 
Credit Union, and We Ride So 
They Can Fly, Honor Flight 
new England is able to stay true 

to their mission of  helping vet-
erans achieve a major milestone. 
Their contributions ensure that 
veterans can travel safely, com-
fortably, and at no cost, allowing 
the focus to remain on honoring 
the individuals who have served 
our country. 

When Honor Flight New 
England says, “A Race Against 
Time to Say Thank You!” they 
remind us that every moment 
matters. Together, we have the 
opportunity to give our veterans 
the heartfelt gratitude they have 
earned through their service and 
sacrifice.

Community support—
through donations, volunteer-
ing, or attending the send-off—is 
what keeps Honor Flight new 
England alive. The September 
14th flight will be an important 
day for Franklin veterans, their 
families, and the community, of-
fering a chance to show thanks 
and respect for those who have 
served. 

For more information about 
Honor Flight New England, 
check out their website at hon-
orflightnewengland.org/ There 
you can learn about their mis-
sion, discover upcoming flights, 
and find ways to support their 
efforts through volunteering or 
donations.

For rates and info on advertising your business, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 

email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 5.25% 
APR

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit UnionThe Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union  
AUTO LOANS

Franklin Newcomers to End, Hand Craft Fair to Rotary
50th Annual Franklin Newcomers & Friends 
Craft Fair November 8th at Tri-County
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

All good things must come to 
an end, and after 54 years, the 
Franklin Newcomers & Friends 
will disband, handing off the 
reins of  their annual Craft Fair 
fundraiser to the Rotary Club 
of  Franklin, MA. The 50th and 
final Annual Franklin Newcom-
ers and Friends Craft Fair will 
be held on Saturday, November 
8, 2025, from 9-3 at Tri-County 
High School, 147 Pond St., 
Franklin, with a $3 entry fee for 
those 12 and older.

Franklin Newcomers was “a 
great way to meet people in real 
time,” says Anne Parker, who’s 
been a Newcomers member 
for about 15 years. She’s made 
some good friends through the 
social group, but membership 
has waned in recent years, she 
says. 

Terri Attinello echoes the 
sentiment.

“It’s changed a lot in the 
last 10 years, and then, since 

COVID, people just don’t want 
to commit to things. Our mem-
bership is way down,” says 
Attinello, who shifted to New-
comers from the Franklin Moms 
group once her children were in 
school, around 2006. “When I 
joined, membership was over 
150 people, and now we prob-
ably have 10-15 people,” says 
Attinello, “We’re all friends, and 
we’d do things together whether 
we had a club or not. It seems 
silly to keep the club going.

Franklin Newcomers & 
Friends began in 1971 by Fran 
Kober. She moved to Franklin 
from New Jersey and was very 
disappointed to learn there was 
no Newcomers Club in town, so 
she placed an ad in the paper to 
meet other new residents to the 
town. She received five replies, 
and the next ad she placed en-
couraged new people to come 
meet and socialize. Twenty peo-
ple responded, and the Franklin 
Newcomers & Friends group 
was born.

Community service was also 
an integral aspect of  the club. 
Proceeds from the Newcom-
ers’ Craft Fair would not only 
fund club events and outings, 
but members would vote on and 
give annual donations to such 
local Franklin organizations 
as the Random Smile Project, 
Franklin Food Pantry, the 4th of  
July Coalition, The Santa Foun-
dation, Fish of  Franklin, and the 
SAFE Coalition, among others.

The group did other fund-
raisers as well. Blanca DiGia-
como, who made many friends 
in Newcomers and spent time 
on its board, was lead decorator 
in the group’s Holiday House 
Tours fundraiser. Although not 
a member anymore, the interior 
designer says, “I am so grateful 
I joined and was active in the 
club for many years … To this 
day we still go out to dinner with 
friends we met at the Newcom-
ers. It was a great way to meet 
people in town you felt you had 
things in common with.” She 
felt good, too, supporting com-
munity causes.

As Newcomers hands off its 
biggest fundraiser, members of  
the Newcomers will work with 
Rotary members this year and 
next for a smooth transition.

“We are having (Rotary) 
shadow us for the remaining 
things we’re doing to prepare,” 
says Attinello. Rotary members 

will also be involved on the day 
of  the event. 

“They will be running it next 
year, with a little bit of  support 
from us,” says Attinello, who is 
sad, but concedes the event had 
become too much for the dwin-
dling group. “It’s a great fund-
raiser, and Rotary doesn’t have 
a huge fundraiser like this, so it’s 
a win-win,” she says.

Rotary of  Franklin, MA Co-
President Diane Padula says 
the fundraiser aligns perfectly 
with her club’s core values. “Ev-
erything they were doing was 
similar. They were doing their 
fun things and giving back to 
the community, all the different 

things that we do. It was just a 
good fit.”

Although the next Rotary 
Car Show is coming up on Oc-
tober 4, 2025 at New England 
Chapel, moving forward, Rotary 
will shift that event to the spring 
to accommodate the Craft Fair.

For more information about 
this year’s Craft Fair visit 
https://www.facebook.com/
FranklinNewcomersCraftFair/.

For more information about 
The Rotary Club of  Franklin, 
visit https://franklinmarotary.
org/in/home/.

Shown is a photo from a past Franklin Newcomers Craft Fair. The group 
will dissolve this year, handing this fundraiser off to Rotary Club of 
Franklin, MA. Photo used courtesy of Franklin Newcomers.

RECYCLE THIS PAPER
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FALL MENU 
NOW AVAILABLE

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249
43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 9-30-2025

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 9-30-2025F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE
Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com
NOW OFFERING DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUBNOW OFFERING DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB

131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
Friends of the Poor Walk
Saturday, September 27, 2025

Franklin Town Common
St. Mary Parish, St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

is sponsoring its annual fund raiser on Saturday, 
September 27, on Franklin’s Town Common. Reg-
istration begins at 8:30 a.m. The Walk begins with 
a Blessing for the Walk at 9 a.m. 

Participants can collect donations and walk with us. Addition-
ally, donations are accepted online at:

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=T6EQV6EC25NR6

All money raised will stay in Franklin to assist those in need. 
Thank you.

Franklin Garden 
Club Begins Season 
on September 2nd

The Franklin 
Garden Club will 
begin its 2025-
2026 season on 
Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, 2025, with 
a meeting at the 
Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel 
McCahill Street, 
from 6– 8:30 p.m. 
An informal social get-together 
will take place from 6 – 6:30 
p.m. followed by a presentation 
on the coming year’s programs 
and activities. The meeting is 
open to the public, including 
those interested in becoming 
members.  

Club Co-Presidents Eileen 
Smith and Janice Cederquist 
stated, “The Garden Club, 
founded in 1987, offers many 
educational programs, and one 
does not have to be a Master 
Gardener to join. Meetings pro-
vide a wonderful opportunity to 
learn about various aspects of  
gardening from experts and to 
exchange information. We wel-
come anyone who is interested 
to attend.” 

In addition to the September  
meeting, this year’s program-

ming schedule in-
cludes: October 
7 – Craft Night – 
Bringing Books to 
Life;  November 4- 
All About Mush-
rooms; December 
2 – Holiday Greens 
Workshop to pre-
pare for annual 
wreath and ar-

rangement sale;  February 3 
– Deep in the Heart of  Win-
ter – New Age Floral Designs;  
March 3 – Flowers, Health and 
Healing; April 7 – Craft Project; 
May 5 – Orchid 101; June 2 - 
Year-End Social.

Club community service 
activities include planting and 
maintenance of  the Franklin 
Town Common Garden and 
the planters at the Franklin Li-
brary and Franklin Food Pan-
try; sponsorship of  an annual 
scholarship awarded to a high 
school graduate; distribution 
of  pine tree seedlings in the el-
ementary schools; and special 
projects with other community 
organizations. The Franklin 
Garden Club is a member of  
the Garden Club Federation of  
Massachusetts. 
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Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 
to run in our Newspaper!

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert 
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you 
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along 
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater 
Boston area.  

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County

Choose Vendetti Collision Center

 We handle your car with the best of 
care every step of the way

Vendetti Motors
 (508) 520-5189 
411 W Central St | Franklin, MA 02038
Lic# RS0002838

• Free Estimates
• Towing Available
• Rental Assistance
• 4.9 stars on google

• We work on most makes and models
• Detailing services
• Lifetime warranty
• State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

The b.LUXE beauty beat
Love How You Glow: Our Favorite 
End-Of-Summer Beauty Services
By Gina Woelfel

It’s time to fall back into your 
beauty routine and give your hair and 
skin the nourishing refresh they need 
after a sun-soaked summer.

We get it—summer never 
slows down. Beach days, pool 
parties, outdoor adventures, 
and endless activities can leave 
your beauty routine on the back 
burner. But as the leaves start to 
change and September settles 
in, it’s the perfect time for a sea-
sonal beauty reset. With the kids 
back to school and schedules 
returning to normal, you finally 
have that precious “me-time” 
you’ve been craving all summer 
long.

Why Your Skin and Hair 
Need Extra TLC This Fall

Summer’s relentless sun, 
chlorine exposure, salt water, 
and heat styling can wreak 
havoc on your hair and skin. 
You might notice your complex-
ion looking dull, feeling dehy-
drated, or showing signs of  sun 
damage. Your hair may feel dry, 
brittle, or lacking its usual shine 
and bounce. These are all tell-
tale signs that it’s time for some 
serious beauty intervention.

Fall is nature’s reminder to 
slow down and nurture our-
selves—and your beauty routine 

should follow suit. This seasonal 
transition period is crucial for 
repairing summer damage and 
preparing your skin and hair for 
the cooler, drier months ahead.

Our Top Fall Beauty 
Services to Restore Your 
Glow

We’ve carefully curated our 
favorite end-of-summer beauty 
treatments that will leave you 
feeling revived, radiant, and 
ready to embrace this cozy fall 
season. 
Oxygenating Facial - $175

This powerhouse treatment 
is your skin’s best friend and a 
b.LUXE favorite. After months 
of  sun exposure, our oxygenat-
ing facial deeply cleanses, exfoli-
ates, and infuses your skin with 
pure oxygen to boost cellular 
renewal. Perfect for addressing:

•	 Dull, tired-looking complex-
ion

•	 Sun spots and hyperpig-
mentation

•	 Dehydrated skin
•	 Clogged pores from sun-

screen buildup
•	 Fine lines from UV damage

The result? Instantly brighter, 
more luminous skin that glows 

from within. This treatment also 
helps prep your skin for richer 
fall moisturizers and serums.
Scalp Spa Revival - $60

Your scalp needs just as much 
attention as your skin after sum-
mer’s harsh elements (because 
remember…your scalp is your 
skin!) This deeply relaxing treat-
ment combines gentle exfo-
liation, nourishing masks, and a 
therapeutic scalp massage to:

•	 Remove product buildup 
•	 Restore moisture balance to 

soothe dry, flaky scalp
•	 Stimulate blood circulation 

for healthier hair growth
•	 Create the perfect founda-

tion for gorgeous fall hair

Think of  it as a reset but-
ton for your entire head—you’ll 
leave feeling refreshed and your 
hair will thank you with im-
proved body and shine.
Demineralizer Treatment - $65

Hard water, pool chemicals, 
and environmental pollutants 
can leave mineral deposits in 
your hair, making it feel heavy, 
dull, and difficult to style. Our 
demineralizer treatment gently 
removes these stubborn buildup 
issues while:

•	 Restoring your hair’s natu-
ral pH balance

•	 Improving color vibrancy 
and clarity

•	 Enhancing moisture ab-
sorption

•	 Leaving hair softer and 
more manageable

•	 Preps hair for better absorp-
tion on new color services 

Color Balance 
Perfect your natural or 

colored hair with a color 
balance, our professional toning 
service that delivers incredible 
shine for all hair colors and 
eliminates unwanted brassy or 
yellow tones for blondes and 
gray hair. By smoothing the 
hair cuticle, this gloss treatment 
creates a mirror-like finish 
that makes your existing color 
look fresh and vibrant. For the 
ultimate red carpet look, book a 
color balance and blowout!
This service delivers:

•	 Ultimate glossiness and 
shine for every hair color 

•	 Enhanced color clarity for 
all hair types

•	 Clear or Toned Finish
•	 Smoother, healthier-looking 

results

The perfect finishing touch 
that leaves your hair looking 
radiant. Remember to add this 
service when you book your next 
appointment! 

The Science Behind Sea-
sonal Beauty Transitions

As temperatures drop and 
humidity levels decrease, your 
skin and hair face new chal-

lenges. Indoor heating systems 
can further strip moisture, while 
cooler air means less natural oil 
production. Starting your fall 
beauty routine early helps you 
stay ahead of  these seasonal 
changes rather than playing 
catch-up later.

Book Your Fall Beauty 
Reset Today

These seasonal self-care es-
sentials are your secret weapon 
for transitioning into fall beauty. 
Don’t wait for the leaves to 
change—your skin and hair 
benefit most from early inter-
vention.

Step into ‘sweatah weathah’ 
feeling radiant and renewed this 
September! Our team of  ex-
perts is here to help you create a 
unique fall beauty plan tailored 
just for you.

Contact us today to sched-
ule an end-of-summer beauty 
refresh and discover why so 
many clients trust us with their 
beauty needs. 

Step into your most confident fall 
look this season. Visit bluxe.com or 
call (508) 321-1624 to book your 
appointment or learn more about our 
complete menu of  beauty services. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 
BEAUTY SERVICES
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Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com

Are you looking for a job with school hours 
and the school schedule?  
We have the job for you! 

The Medfield Foodservice Department is 
now hiring! Substitute worker positions 
available with flexible hours, as well as 

full time, benefited positions. 

For more information please contact:
Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net 

or 508-242-8897

MA Legislature 
Approves Road & 
Bridge Funding for 
Cities & Towns

The Massachusetts Legisla-
ture passed a bill to distribute 
$1.2 billion among cities and 
towns to maintain and repair 
roads and bridges across the state. 
Within the grants, State Repre-
sentative Jeffrey Roy (D-Franklin) 
was pleased to advocate for the 
bill which provides significant 
funding for Franklin and Med-
way. Franklin will receive a total 
of  $1,784,137.23 while Medway 
was awarded $797,908.81. 

“This legislation provides 
critical funding that allows for 
the needed repairs on roadways 
and infrastructure to ensure safer 
travels for my constituents and 
across the state,” said Represen-
tative Roy. 

The funding, derived from 
bonding, will expand the Chap-
ter 90 program and help address 
transportation related improve-
ments, road and bridge repairs, 
and the impacts of  climate 
change on local infrastructure.

The bill enacted includes a 
one-year authorization of  $300 
million for the Chapter 90 Pro-
gram, which provides funding to 
local municipalities for improve-
ments on public roadways. This 
makes a 50% increase over past 
funding levels, including:

•	 $200 million to be distribut-
ed to all municipalities based 
on the standard Chapter 90 
program distribution formu-
la;

•	 $100 million to be distrib-
uted to all municipalities 
based solely on road mile-
age.

Funding for three additional 
critical programs to support 
various transportation relat-
ed projects include:

•	 $500 million for the Lifecy-
cle Asset Management Pro-
gram (LAMP), which sup-
ports non-federally aided 
roads and targets the pave-
ment and bridges that are 
in the worst condition in the 
Commonwealth.

•	 $200 million for a culvert 
and small bridge repair pro-
gram for municipalities’ lo-
cal culverts and small bridg-
es under 20 feet that are in a 
state of  disrepair or require 
replacement.

•	 $185 million for capital 
projects to reduce conges-
tion hotspots, funding that 
will be available for projects 
such as shared use paths, 
intersection improvements, 
railroad grade crossings, 
and sidewalks.

The bill also appropriates 
$885 million in additional fund-
ing to help ensure the Common-
wealth’s long-term transportation 
goals.

Plein-Air Artist Olson at Franklin 
Art Association Sept. 3

The Franklin Art Association 
is excited to welcome Paul Olson 
as their demo artist on Wed., 
Sept. 3, to kick off their 2025-
2026 season.  The FAA meets 
at the Franklin Senior Center at 
6:30pm first Wednesday of  each 
month, where new members and 
the public are invited. 

Paul will demo his approach 
to plein-air painting.  Paul Olson 
is a Rhode Island-based plein-air 
painter inspired by the natural 
splendor of  our beautiful Nar-
ragansett Bay. Olson’s artwork 
reflects his deep connection with 
nature and his love for the flora 
and fauna of  the coastal land-
scape around him. He can often 
be found at his easel on his small 
boat, documenting the effects of  

wind and weather, sky and water. 
His work has been exhibited in 
galleries throughout the North-
east, and in some less traditional 
spaces like the Providence Place 
Mall and the Local 251 Team-
sters Union Hall. 

Paul is also a lover of  trees, 
having had two exhibitions of  
tree paintings at Arnold Arbore-
tum of  Harvard University, and 
is a potter, making containers for 
Bonsai and cultivating his own 
collection of  miniature trees.

Olson has been a passion-
ate teacher at the Rhode Island 
School of  Design (RISD) and 
Massachusetts College of  Art 
and Design (MassArt) with a 
career spanning over 25 years. 
Semi-retired but still teaching Oil 

Painting as a Senior Critic in the 
Illustration Department at RISD, 
Paul now spends more time out 
painting, enjoying being part of  
the landscape in the open air.
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MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

September 2025 at Franklin Public Library
Franklin Public Library’s 
2025 Reading Challenge!

September: Get inspired!
Welcome to the Franklin 

Public Library’s second Annual 
Reading Challenge! For each 
monthly prompt that you com-
plete and submit on time you 
will receive a Free Book Coupon 
good at the library’s Book Sale. 
Submissions MUST be submit-
ted by the last day of  each month 
to qualify. For complete details, 
visit our website! Grand prizes 
made possible by the Friends of  
the Franklin Library!

Franklin Public Library 
VITA: Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance

We Need You! for the IRS Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance 
and Tax Counseling for the El-
derly programs… better known 
as VITA and TCE.

Many volunteer roles are 
available. You can help as a 
greeter, an interpreter, and many 
other roles, but most of  all, we 
need tax preparers. Training for 
certification is provided!

Learn more at https://www.
irs.gov/individuals/irs-tax-vol-
unteers or email Mitzi Gousie at 
mgousie@minlib.net

 

ESL & Adult Literacy 
Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and surrounding communities. 
Volunteers and students need 
not be Franklin residents. If  in-
terested, fill out the registration 
form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

Tot Bop! Starting Thursday, 
September 11th @ 4 p.m.

For ages 3 - 5. No registration 
required.
Artsy Afternoons! Returning 
Thursday, September, 11th @ 4 
p.m.

Registration Required!
Children ages 6-11, join Ms. 

Cindy for a step-by-step art proj-
ect! All materials provided! 
Stuffie Spa Thursday, September 
11th @ 2:30 p.m., library meeting 
room

Treat your fluffy friend to a 
‘bath’, brush, fluff, and more!
RI Pirate Guy Party Saturday 
September 20th @ 1 p.m.

Join the R.I. Pirate Guy for a 
rollicking adventure! We’ll dress 
like pirates, create our own pirate 
flags, play a few pirate games, 
and uncover buried treasure!

Special Events for Teens

D&D Club Returns Monday 
September 8th @4 p.m.

Registration Required
Kids ages 10-17 are invited for 

a weekly Dungeons and Dragons 
Club! D&D is one of  the most 
complex tabletop games in his-
tory. The library will supply dice, 
rulebooks, and blank character 
sheets! We will be using the 5th 
edition. Other Table Top systems 
welcome!
Pixel Pals Thursday, September 
25th @ 4 p.m.

An afternoon book group for 
graphic novels, manga, anime, 
cartoons, etc.! 

Special Events for Adults

Painting for Adults Saturday 
September 6th @ 1 p.m.

Registration Required
Grown-ups! Join Miss Lily 

and create a step-by-step paint-
ing of  inspired by American 
artist Georgia O’Keefe! All ma-
terials provided.
Craftalong for Adults September 
13th @ 2 p.m.

Registration Required
Adults of  all ages and abili-

ties are welcome to join us. One 
Saturday each month, we’ll 
complete a new DIY creative 
craft. All supplies provided. This 

month’s project is Marbled Clay 
Leaves!
Community Song Circle, 
Wednesdays, September 10 & 24 
@ 6:45 p.m. 

Come together as a commu-
nity with local musician Jamie 
Barrett to sing some favorite 
songs, with lyrics provided. This 
program is geared toward adults 
and older teens. No knowledge 
of  music or singing experience 
required. Language Learners 
who want to practice English 
through singing are especially in-
vited to participate!

Special Events for All 
Ages

Messtival! Saturday September 
6th @ 10:30 a.m.

Join us for an afternoon of  
mess making and chaos! Enjoy 
Oobleck, bubles, sensory brings, 
and more! Bring enthusiasm and 
a change of  clothes!
Karaoke! Saturday September 6th 
@2 p.m.

Join us for Karaoke at the Li-
brary! 
Tiny Art Show Reception! Friday 
September 12th 3:30-4:45 p.m.

A special reception celebrat-
ing this summer’s tiny master-
pieces and their artists! We hope 
to see as many of  the show’s art-
ists and loved ones as possible! 
Refreshments will be served!

MetroWest Symphony Orchestra 
Concert, September 13th @10:30 
a.m.

Join us in welcoming the 
Metro-West Symphony Orches-
tra as a group of  their amaz-
ing cohort perform for us a few 
pieces by composers from around 
the world and give us an inside 
look at the history and instru-
ments involved.
Clue in the Library: A Mystery 
Scavenger Hunt! Tuesday 
September 23rd, all day!

It’s a day off from school, and 
we have a mystery to solve! Can 
you help us investigate? (This is a 
passive program; you can come 
anytime and go at your own 
pace!)
Harvest Festival Library Lawn 
Games Saturday September 27th 
starting at 12 p.m.

Visit us on the Library Lawn 
for Giant Board Games, a scav-
enger hunt, and more!

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, September 20th, 1-5 p.m., 
Saturday, September 21st, 9 a.m.- 
Noon

All books $1.
Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, 
September 21st, from 1-4 p.m.
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. September 30, 2025Exp. September 30, 2025 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. September 30, 2025
Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Franklin 
Fallen Heroes’ 
Remembrance 
Ceremonies

In honor of  the 45 Franklin 
Veterans who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, remembrance 
ceremonies are held on the an-
niversary of  their KIA date. The 
ceremonies are led by members 
of  the American Legion Post 
75 and VFW Post 3402 and are 
held at 9 a.m. on the Veterans 
Memorial Walkway on Franklin 
Town Common. Family mem-
bers, friends and members of  the 
community are all welcome to 
attend. In the event of  inclement 
weather, the ceremony will take 
place the next day.

SEPTEMBER
September 9 – David Bulluki-
an, Jr. – WWII
September 18 – Levi Pieri – 
WWI
September 21 – Lawrence E. 
Garron, Jr. – Vietnam
September 21 – Alfred L. Muc-
ciarone – WWI
September 25 – Frank J. Smith 
– WWI

September 2025 Veterans’ 
Services Notes

Veterans’ Services Office (508) 613-1315
September 3 – Monthly Coffee Social - 10 a.m. 

at the Senior Center. VA Nurses will discuss the 
VA Home Health Care Program. All Veterans are 
welcome!

September 9 – Tune It Out guitar lessons for Vet-
erans OPEN HOUSE - 5:30 p.m. Weekly classes meet 
on Tuesdays from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. No fee or guitar experience needed. We 
have guitars! 

September 15 – Veterans Survivor Benefits Dis-
cussion – 9 a.m. at the Senior Center. Veterans, 
service members and their spouses are welcome. 
RSVP encouraged: (508) 613-1315

September 15 – Veterans Memorial Walkway 
- Deadline for engraved brick orders for the No-
vember installation. Brick order forms are avail-
able in the Town Hall and Senior Center lobbies 
and online at: https://www.franklinma.gov/335/
Veterans-Services

September 18 – U.S. Air Force’s 78th birthday - 
Before the creation of  the Air Force, the military’s 
flying operations were handled by the U.S. Army 
on land and the Navy by sea. 

September 18 – Veterans’ Council Meeting - 7 
p.m. at the Senior Center. All Franklin residents 
are welcome to join us!

September 19 – National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day – A day to remember and honor those Amer-
icans who were prisoners of  war and those who 
served and never returned home.

September 28 – Gold Star Mothers and Families 
Day - A day to honor the families of  fallen Service 
members.

Stay tuned for Warrior Within Yoga for Veter-
ans and First Responders updates…

Please visit our webpage at: https://www.
franklinma.gov/335/Veterans-Services

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 to run in our Newspaper!
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NEW ENGLAND NEW ENGLAND 
REGLAZEREGLAZE

NOWNOW  

$349$349
COLOR, TRAVEL, MAY APPLY.

www.newenglandwww.newenglandreglazereglaze.com.com

WE DO ANY TUB!
CALL NOW CALL NOW 

617-895-7771617-895-7771

DON’T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT! 
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

SAVE  

$100  
WITH AD

Reg. $449

Coming Up at the 
Franklin Senior 
Center

The Franklin Senior Center is 
located at 10 Daniel McCahill 
Street, Franklin. Reach them at  
(508) 520-4945.

There is always lots to do 
at the Franklin Senior Center.  
Here’s a few events in Septem-
ber: 

Page Turners Book Club: 
Monday, September 8, 1 p.m. 
The Senior Center book club is 
looking for new members. Sum-
mer reading was The Optimist’s 
Daughter, by Eudora Welty, and 
The Gathering, by Ann Enright. 

Texas Hold ‘Em Instruction: 
Every Monday at 10:30 a.m., no 
cash needed to play! Minimum 
seven participants to run. Be-
ginner and intermediate players 
welcome!

Zentangle Art Class: Monday, 
September 22, 1-3 p.m., $25, 
pre-registration required, fee in-
cludes the class and all materials. 
Minimum 6 participants to run.

Day Trip-Cape Cod Train with 
Lunch and Downtown Hyannis 
Shopping: Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10. Bus departs at 9 a.m., 
returns at approximately 5:30 
p.m. $155

Rocky Mountain High-John 
Denver Tribute Show: Tuesday, 
September 16, doors open 11:30 
a.m. at Lake Pearl, includes 
baked stuffed chicken or vegeta-
ble lasagna.

Friends of Franklin Elders 
meeting: Friday, September 26, 
9 a.m. Public is welcome.

1776 Financial Services Awards 
2025 Scott Dittrich Memorial 
Scholarships 

Franklin, MA - 1776 Finan-
cial Services awarded the Scott 
Dittrich Memorial Scholarships 
to Ella Mahoney of  Franklin 
High School and Addison Lewis 
of  King Philip Regional High 
School. 

The scholarship is given in 
memory of  1776 Financial Ser-
vices co-founder Scott Dittrich 
who passed away in March 2023. 
Throughout his lifetime, Scott 
demonstrated the extraordinary 
ability to regularly engage others 
and influence change. Ella and 
Addison submitted winning es-
says detailing an instance when 
they inspired someone to act 
which resulted in a positive out-
come. 

These annual scholarships are 
awarded to one Franklin High 
School senior and one King 
Philip Regional High School se-
nior who will pursue a business-
related major at a 4-year college 
or university. The scholarship is a 
progressive one that will be given 

out over the four years of  study. 
1776 Financial would like to 

wish Ella and Addison the best 

of  luck as they attend New York 
University and Georgia Institute 
of  Technology respectively.

Pictured from left to right: Bill Dittrich, Ella Mahoney, Marybeth 
Stanton 

Pictured from left to right: Bill Dittrich, Addison Lewis, Marybeth 
Stanton

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 
to run in our Newspaper!
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Franklin Public Schools Offers Meals at No Cost for All Students
Franklin Public Schools participates in the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this program, Franklin High School, Franklin Middle School, Lincoln Street 

Elementary Complex, Washington Street Elementary Complex, ECDC on Oat Street and ECDC on Pond Street offer healthy meals every school day. The Commonwealth is supplementing National School Lunch 
Program funds to ensure all students have access to healthy school meals in Massachusetts, regardless of household income. We ask that families complete a Meal Benefit Application as this provides data for 
school funding and community resources. The results from each Meal Benefi t Application is used to ensure sustainability for this program.

Qualifications for children to receive free or reduced price meals include: belonging to a household whose income is at or below the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines, belonging to a household that 
receives public assistance, or if the child is homeless, migrant, runaway, foster, or participates in a Head Start or Even Start pre-K program.

Household size and income criteria are used to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits if the household does not receive assistance or the children are not in the other categories mentioned 
above. Children can get free or reduced price meals if the household’s gross income falls at or below the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guideline chart.

To apply for free or reduced-price meals, households can fill out the application and return it to the school unless the household has already received notification that their children are approved for free 
meals this year. Application forms are being distributed to all households with a letter informing households of the availability of free and reduced-price meals for their children and what is required to complete 
the application. Applications also are available at each school’s main office, central office, and online at franklinps.net/district/food-services. You may also apply online through the Franklin Public 
Schools Food Service office website at franklinps.net/district/food-services.

Only one application is required for all children in the household and the information provided will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility and verification of data. Applications may be verified at any 
time during the school year by the school or other program officials. An application for free or reduced-price benefits cannot be approved unless it contains complete eligibility information as indicated on the 
application and instructions. In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age, or disability.

Families can apply for benefits at any time. If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school. Such changes may make the children of 
the household eligible for benefits if the household’s income falls at or below the Federal Guidelines. Contact Aaron Lenart at lenarta@franklinps.net at any time to request an application.

Under the provisions of the free and reduced price policy, Jana Melotti, School Business Administrator, 355 East Central Street, Franklin MA 02038, melottij@franklinps.net, or 508-553-4825 will 
review applications and determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the determining official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to 
make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to Franklin Public Schools.

When known to Franklin Public Schools households will be notified of their children’s eligibility for free meals if they are members of households receiving assistance from the:
● • Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP);
● • Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR); or
● • Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), if the State program meets Federal standards.

An application is not required for free meal benefits for Assistance Program participants and all the children in the household are eligible for free meal benefits. If any children were not listed on the notice of 
eligibility, or if a household does not receive a notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school to have free meal benefits extended to them. Participants in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals, but they will need to turn in an application including household size and total income.

When known to Franklin Public Schools households will also be notified of any child’s eligibility for free meals if the individual child is considered “Other Source Categorically Eligible”, because the child is 
categorized, as defined by law as:

● • Foster
● • Homeless,
● • Migrant,
● • Runaway,
● • Enrolled in an eligible Head Start, or
● • Enrolled in an eligible pre-kindergarten class.

If any children were not listed on the notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school about their eligibility through the list above, or should submit an income application.
Households notified of their children’s eligibility must contact the school if the household chooses to decline the benefits.
For more information, you may call Aaron Lenart at 508-613-2477 or e-mail at lenarta@franklinps.net

Non-Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the 
nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
 U.S. Department of Agriculture
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
 (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
 program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART For School Year 2025-2026
              Maximum Household Income Eligible for              Maximum Household Income Eligible for
           Free Meals              Reduced Price Meals

Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 $20,345 $1,696 $392 $28,953 $2,413 $557
2 $27,495 $2,292 $529 $39,128 $3,261 $753 
3 $34,645 $2,888 $667 $49,303 $4,109 $949
4 $41,795 $3,483 $804 $59,478 $4,957 $1,144
5 $48,945 $4,079 $942 $69,653 $5,805 $1,340
6 $56,095 $4,675 $1,079 $79,828 $6,653 $1,536
7 $63,245 $5,271 $1,217 $90,003 $7,501 $1,731
8 $70,395 $5,867 $1,354 $100,178 $8,349 $1,927
Each additional person: +7,150 +596 +138 +10,175 +848 +196
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THE CRACKER-
THE CRACKER-

BARREL FAIR IS
BARREL FAIR IS

ALMOST HERE!
ALMOST HERE!

September 12th-14th, 2025
Celebrating our 43rd year!

Fairgrounds on Emerald St. Wrentham, MA 
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  FEATURING:

*DAVE WARNER

*THE REMINISANTS

*SMCC BAND

*AK CODY AND 
THE WICKED NORTHMEN

*DAVE PENZA

*MATT TREMBLE

  FEATURING:
*DAVE WARNER

*THE REMINISANTS
*SMCC BAND

*AK CODY AND 
THE WICKED NORTHMEN

*DAVE PENZA
*MATT TREMBLE

Mark’s Transportation LLCMark’s Transportation LLC

**New applicants only; restrictions applyNew applicants only; restrictions apply

Transport Students & Adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the Certification.

SPLIT SHIFTS: Early morning, mid/late afternoon.

Great job for retired person or someone
needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid Driver’s License.

CALL TODAY
for more information
561-654-9881

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS DRIVERS WANTEDWANTED
30 Positions30 Positions

NOW AVAILABLE!NOW AVAILABLE!

WE PAY MORE

Office is located atOffice is located at
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon–Fri, 9am–5pm

Franklin Rotary Club 9th Annual Car Show
October 4, 2025 – New England Chapel

The Franklin Rotary Club & 
New England Chapel are “Gear-
ing Up” for their 9th Annual Car 
Show, slated for October 4, 2025, 
from 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the 
New England Chapel, 300 E. 
Central St., Franklin.  Registra-
tion is $20 per car, and entry is 
FREE to spectators. This show 
features: Food, Ice Cream, a 
Smores Fire Pit, Air-Conditioned 
Lounge, Indoor Restrooms, 
Raffles and a special Blessing of  
the Animals at 11 a.m.  In addi-
tion, the Franklin Rotary Club 
is honored to have a special pre-
sentation of  a Modified Mobility 
Van at 10 a.m. This car show 
welcomes vehicles of  all types; 
Antique, Muscle, Classic, Cus-
tom, Motorcycles and out of  the 
norm new cars! Trophies will be 
awarded at 12:30 p.m. 

Sponsorship Levels 
Available Below

 Includes all Media Promos (Print 
& Social Media)

$1,000 (Exotic Car Level) - 
Your company branded area 
space for 2 cars; live promo-
tion by DJ during Show; large 
company logo display; Trophy 
Sponsorship – “Best In Show”; 
Coupons for handout. 

$500 (Luxury Care Level) - 
Trophy Sponsorship; company 
logo display; coupons for hand-
out. 

$250 (Classic Care Level) - Tro-
phy Sponsorship; company logo 
display; coupons for handout.

$100 (Friends of Rotary Level) 
– Business Card on Flyer

DEADLINE FOR SPONSORSHIP 
– FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2025

To register or become a spon-
sor contact: Gary Convertino at 
gconvertino@cox.net

or John Power at john@pow-
erpaintingplus.com      

All proceeds to benefit Rotary 
Club of  Franklin, MA commu-
nity service projects. Learn more 
at https://www.rotary.org/en/
about-rotary

If  you would like more infor-
mation about our organization 
or to become a member, please 
contact Diane Padula, padularo-

tary@gmail.com and she will 
make arrangements for you to be 
a guest at one of  the upcoming 
meetings on the first and third 

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at 
Rome Restaurant, 4 East Central 
Street (Rte. 140), Franklin.

Looking to  advertise in our 
Real Estate Corner? 

 Contact 

Jen Schofield  
at 508-50-6544 

or by email at  
jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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INFORMAL PROBATE PUBLICATION NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trail Court
Probate and Family Court

Norfolk Division
Docket No. NO25P2115EA

Estate of: Carol Zeidler Ertle
Also Know As: Carol Z. Ertle
Date of Death: February 27, 2025

To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of William J. 
Ertle of Franklin MA a Will has been admitted to informal probate. William J. Er-
tle of Franklin MA has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under informal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are not required to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are entitled to notice regarding the administration from the 
Personal Representative and can petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and expenses of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition the Court to institute formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

5 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 55 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 5
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.WenzelLandscaping.com

• • Landscape 
Design &  
Installation

• • Lawn  
Installation

• • Grading
• • Excavation
• • Drainage  

• • Patios  
• • Walkways  
• • Walls
• • Fire Pits
• • Outdoor 

Kitchens
• • Pool  

Surrounds
  

Historic Happenings at the Franklin Historical Museum
Sat.  Sept. 13: Join us for Cake 
and a Celebration of the 225th 
Birthday of Catharine Beecher

Saturday is the exact 225th 
birthday of  one-time Franklin 
resident, Catharine Beecher, the 
topic of  our Second Sunday talk 
(see below)! Stop by for a com-
plimentary slice of  cake...
Sun.  Sept. 14--Second Sunday 
Speaker Series:  Author Lee Wilson 
Brings Catherine Beecher to Life!

Billed as ‘The incredible un-
told story of  how a lighthearted 
romantic became a pioneer 
advocate for women’s educa-
tion,” R. Lee Wilson’s recent 
book, Women’s Crusader, tells the 
story of  Catharine Beecher and 
of  her big impact on 19th cen-
tury America. Sister of  Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Catharine at 
first seemed more destined for a 
life of  domesticity than of  pub-
lic leadership. But her chance 
romance and ill-fated engage-
ment with Franklin-born Alex-
ander Metcalf  Fisher, a brilliant 
Yale professor who would die in 
shipwreck changed the focus of  
Catharine’s life. After living for 
a time in Franklin with Fisher’s 
family, she emerged with a clear 

view of  her life’s work, fighting 
misogyny and creating oppor-
tunities for women to get the 
education they needed and de-
served. The program starts at 
1:15. The museum is open from 
1-4 and admission is free. 
Sat. Sept. 27. Franklin Historical 
Museum will Participate in 
Harvest Festival and host 
‘Karaoke, Kazoos, and Cookies’

During the Franklin Down-
town Partnership Harvest Fes-
tival from 12-5, the Franklin 
Historical Museum will provide 
complimentary popcorn on the 
front portico (for consumption 

outside of  the museum, only, 
please!). Inside, we will be show-
ing mid-century film clips from 
Franklin’s Chilson Collection, 
highlighting familiar landmarks 
as they looked 80 years ago! 
At 3:30 p.m. the Museum will 
convene “Karaoke, Kazoos 
and Cookies” in front of  the 
museum, with kazoos provided 
while they last, free cookies 
and water. Musical direction by 
Franklin’s own Dennis Ferguson.

The Franklin Historical Museum 
is located at 80 West Central Street, 
Franklin. The museum is open Sat-
urday mornings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(except as noted above) and Sunday 
afternoons from 1-4 p.m. 

When visiting the museum, please 
consider donating a non-perishable 
item for the Franklin Food Pantry. 
Questions? Contact Alan Earls at 
(508) 560 3786. Visit us online at 
https://www.franklinmuseum1778.
com

RECYCLE THIS PAPER
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Living Healthy
Decades of Service to the Community and 2 New Offices
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
has been serving the community 
with advanced, compassion-
ate eye care for more than four 
decades. With a staff of  59, an 
award-winning surgery center in 
Milford, and offices in Milford, 
Franklin, and now two new lo-
cations in Hopkinton and Med-
field, we are proud to be one of  
the leading eye care centers in 
Massachusetts. We are also one 
of  the few ophthalmology prac-
tices in the state to own and oper-
ate our own surgical facility, the 
Cataract Surgery Center of  Mil-
ford. This means patients can re-
ceive world-class cataract surgery 
close to home. Our team includes 
fellowship-trained ophthalmolo-
gists and five optometrists, offer-
ing eyecare for the entire family.

Meet Our Providers

Roger Kaldawy, M.D.
Dr. Kaldawy is an eye phy-

sician, surgeon, and corneal 
specialist. He trained at the 
University of  Rochester and the 
University of  Iowa, later serv-
ing as Assistant Professor at Bos-
ton University. With more than 
32,000 surgeries performed, he 
pioneered corneal transplants, 
innovative glaucoma surgery, ad-
vanced implants, and bladeless 
femtosecond cataract surgery in 
the region. He has trained nu-
merous physicians and has been 
featured in many news articles 
including on Channel 5. He also 
serves as Medical Director of  the 
Cataract Surgery Center of  Mil-
ford.
Mark D. Barsamian, D.O.

Dr. Barsamian is a vitreo-

retinal specialist affiliated with 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center. He earned his DO de-
gree from the Chicago College 
of  Osteopathic Medicine and 
completed a two-year fellowship 
in vitreoretinal surgery at Ohio 
State University. With over 20 
years of  experience, he is board-
certified and active in multiple 
professional societies. He also 
teaches as a Clinical Instructor 
of  Surgery at Brown University. 
Patients value his expertise, com-
passion, and dedication.
Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. Liu graduated from 
Northwestern University and 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical 
School, where she was elected 
to Alpha Omega Alpha. She 
completed residency at Albany 
Medical Center, where she was 
Chief  Resident, and a fellowship 

in Cornea and Anterior Seg-
ment Surgery at Tufts. Her ex-
pertise includes cataract surgery 
with ORA, corneal transplants 
(DMEK, DSEK, PK), keratoco-
nus treatment, glaucoma MIGS, 
ocular surface tumors, and pte-
rygia. She is board-certified by 
the American Board of  Oph-
thalmology.
Shalin Zia, O.D.

Dr. Zia earned her Doctor of  
Optometry from Indiana Uni-
versity. She provides care for 
patients of  all ages, specializing 
in routine vision exams, contact 
lenses, and management of  eye 
disease.
Michael Adams, O.D.

Dr. Adams graduated from 
John Carroll University, com-
pleted a Master’s in Biochemis-
try at Ohio State, and earned his 
optometry degree from the New 
England College of  Optometry. 
He has advanced training in cor-
neal pathology, specialty contact 
lenses, and ocular disease.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.
Dr. Conn received his optom-

etry degree from the New Eng-
land College of  Optometry and 
completed a residency in Ocular 
Disease and Primary Care at the 
Bedford VA. He provides care to 
both adult and pediatric patients.
Purvi Patel, O.D.

Dr. Patel earned her Doctor of  
Optometry at SUNY and com-
pleted a residency in Ocular Dis-
ease. A Fellow of  the American 
Academy of  Optometry, she has 
held leadership roles at Boston 
community health centers and 
focuses on diabetes, glaucoma, 
and community-based care.

New Offices: Expanding 
to Serve the Community

Boston Eyes in Hopkinton
Located at 66 Main Street, 

our new Hopkinton office of-

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.

508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MEDFIELD OFFICE
258 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

 SUMMER: BLINK AND YOU MISS IT
SCHEDULE YOUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL EYE EXAM TODAY!
NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EYES
continued on page 25 
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fers comprehensive eye exams, 
contact lens services, surgical 
consultations, and a curated 
eyewear selection. With a con-
nection to Hopkinton for more 
than 24 years, we bring the same 
advanced care found at Boston’s 
top centers directly to the com-
munity.
Boston Eyes in Medfield – Millis

Our newest office serves Med-
field, Millis, Dover, Sherborn, 
and Westwood. This renovated, 
convenient location provides eye 
exams for adults and children, 
contact lens fittings, surgical con-
sultations, and care for cataracts, 
glaucoma, diabetes, and retina 
conditions.

Why Choose Milford-
Franklin Eye Center

At Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, we treat every patient like 
family. Our results rival those of  
major Boston hospitals, and we 
provide same-day emergency 
care, Saturday appointments, 

and a full-service optical shop 
with an on-site lab. New patients 
even receive a complimentary 
pair of  select glasses.

We are especially proud of  
our state-licensed and QUAD A-
accredited, state-of-the-art sur-
gery center in Milford. Unlike 
other practices that may perform 
cataract surgery in an office set-
ting without anesthesia staff and 
without IV sedation, our patients 
have access to a fully accredited 
surgical facility close to home. At 
the Cataract Surgery Center of  
Milford, your safety comes first: 
all patients receive IV sedation 
for comfort, and every surgery is 
staffed with an anesthesiologist.

Most importantly, we live in 
the same communities we serve. 
Whether in the office, at the 
local supermarket, or in the ER 
at 1 a.m., our focus remains on 
you, your vision, and delivering 
world-class care close to home.

For more details, see our ad 
on previous page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYES
continued from page 24

Your neighbors have voted us GOLD MEDAL WINNERS! 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

Supporting the local communities we serve as a charitable partner
We provide support & discounts* 

for veterans, military and first responders
Contact us today for more information about our award-winning delivery & service

800-649-5949
info@medwayoilpropane.com

*DISCOUNTS ARE FOR AUTO DELIVERY WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY, ASK FOR DETAILS. 

Franklin Federated Church 
to hold Annual Yard Sale on 
September 27th

The Franklin Federated 
Church, 171 Main St., will hold 
its annual yard sale on Saturday, 
September 27th from 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m., rain or shine. (Sale will 
be indoors in case of  rain). It is 
good to note that this is the same 
day as Franklin Harvest Festival 
which begins at Noon. 

This year, you will find many 
great deals on books, DVDs, 
games and toys, household items, 
electronics, sporting goods, and 
more. The Thrifty Threads thrift 
store will also have special pricing 
on adult clothing and accessories 
and a large, discounted jewelry 
display. 

This church fundraiser has 
taken place for over 25 years 
to help maintain the beautiful 
building and support the com-
munity. Please come by! Items 
not sold will be donated. No early 
birds, please.
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First Universalist Society in 
Franklin Receives Bennett 
Award

The First Universalist Soci-
ety in Franklin (FUSF) is proud 
to announce that it is one of  
four congregations nationwide 
selected to receive this year’s 
prestigious Unitarian Unitar-
ian Association’s (UUA) Bennett 
Award for Congregational Action on 
Human Justice and Social Action. 
The award  is in recognition of  
FUSF’s longstanding commit-
ment to Food Justice and their 
partnership with the Franklin 
Food Pantry.  

The UUA award said, in 
part, “We were impressed by the 
intentionality you have put into 
crafting a robust program that 
embodies solidarity rather than 
charity in the practice of  mutual 
aid.  The longevity of  your part-
nership with the Franklin Food 
Pantry, coupled with your lead-
ership’s waiver of  rent for Pantry 
activities and your team’s collab-
oration to develop multigenera-
tional opportunities to engage, 

is a profound example of  the 
impact congregations can have 
locally when they are attuned 
to the needs of  their broader 
community.  Furthermore, the 
range of  ways your team and 
congregation have shown your 
commitment to a complex un-
derstanding of  food insecurity 
- including collecting donations, 
advocating for critical legisla-
tion, and organizing a commu-
nity care campaign during a 
time of  real crisis - is reflective 
of  the power and responsibility 
we know congregations have 
to be engaged in collective and 
transformative care.”

“While this is not why we do 
this work of  social justice,” said 
FUSF President Caitlin Mac-
Donald, “it is an honor to be 
recognized by the national office 
of  our denomination.” 

FUSF’s minister, the Rev. 
Beverly Waring added, “This 
award represents our commit-

ment to social justice as a con-
gregation. We consciously work 
to put our faith into action in 
many ways. FUSF believes in 
giving back to the greater Frank-
lin area community.” 

First Universalist Society in 
Franklin (FUSF) begins a new 
year of  Religious Education and 
Sunday Worship Services with 
their minister, Rev. Bev Waring 
on Sunday September 7, 2025. 
All are welcome to join us each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. to explore our 
Unitarian Universalist (UU) val-
ues of  Equity, Transformation, 
Generosity, Interdependence, 
Justice, Pluralism and Love. 

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitarian 
Universalist Welcoming Congrega-
tion located at 262 Chestnut Street, 
Franklin. 

Our Minister is Reverend Beverly 
Waring.  For more information, please 
visit www.Fusf.org, email info@fusf.
org or call (508) 528-5348.   

Charles River 
Chorale to Hold 
Open Rehearsals this 
Month
New Members Welcome

The Charles River Chorale 
welcomes new members to join 
us for our 41st season. We are a 
non-audition, 100-member cho-
rale and hold open rehearsals 
on September 16th, 23rd and 
30th from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
the Church of  Christ, 142 Ex-
change St., Millis. These first 3 
weeks allow those who are new 
or who sang earlier in life to ex-
perience the joys of  choral sing-
ing with no obligation. 

Our Music Director, Ashley 
Nelson-Oneschuk, is entering 
her 11th year with the chorale 
and has been elected to the 
Massachusetts Instrumental 
and Choral Conductors Hall 

of  Fame for 2025. Her goal is 
“focused on cultivating a joyful 
community first, with excellent 
musical experiences as the ves-
sel to achieve this.”

Please consider joining us! 
Our concert this season will be 
on December 7th at 2 p.m. at 
Medway High School.

If  you do decide to explore, 
we suggest you fill out our no-
obligation Sign-Up form by 
either visiting www.charles-
riverchorale.com and going 
to the Join Us tab or using the 
following link: https://forms.
gle/43qpRyEoFhZCq3qj8. 
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Transforming Potential into Purpose at Dean College
In the heart of  Franklin, Dean 

College has been shaping futures 
for more than 160 years. Stroll 
across its compact, tree-lined 
campus and you’ll see students 
headed to class, rehearsing in 
the theatre, or on their way to 
internships that put their class-
room learning into action. For 
many, this is where raw potential 
is transformed into confidence, 
skill, and purpose.

“Every student walks onto 
Dean’s campus with unique 
strengths and aspirations,” says 
Dr. Scott Sibley, Provost. “Our 
role is to meet them where they 
are, challenge them, and guide 
them toward becoming confi-
dent, capable professionals.”

That philosophy is woven into 
every aspect of  the Dean expe-
rience. With just 1,200 full-time 
undergraduates, small class sizes 

make it easy for faculty to know 
students by name. Advisors tai-
lor an academic plan to each 
individual’s goals, while required 
internships ensure every gradu-
ate has a meaningful real-world 
experience. Partnerships with 
organizations like Kraft Sports + 
Entertainment and the Franklin 
Performing Arts Company con-
nect students directly to industry 
networks. 

The results speak for them-
selves, with 96 percent of  gradu-
ates employed or in graduate 
school within one year of  earn-
ing their degree. 

For recent graduate, Bree 
Gazeille ’24, that attention made 
all the difference. “Thanks to the 
incredible support from Dean, 
I’ve surpassed my academic ex-
pectations and achieved more 
than I thought possible,” she 

says. “Their guidance paved the 
way for two incredible intern-
ships, a job in my desired field 
post-graduation, and acceptance 
into grad school.”

In a higher education land-
scape often defined by large lec-
ture halls and anonymous crowds, 
Dean offers something refresh-
ingly different with a close-knit 
community dedicated to helping 
students achieve their full poten-
tial.  That kind of  outcome is no 
accident. Alongside academic 
expertise, Dean students leave 
with the skills employers value 
most, including communication, 
collaboration, leadership, global 
awareness, and problem-solving. 
These abilities are practiced and 
refined through both coursework 
and campus life. 

Performing Arts alumna, Ga-
brielle Fernandes credits Dean 

with giving her more than tech-
nical training. “Dean has been an 
integral part of  my professional 
success,” she says. “Through 
Dean, I have been able to grow 
my network by meeting and con-
necting with other alumni, which 
has led to jobs and bookings. 
Dean’s tight-knit community re-
ally is a family.”

For a growing number of  
students, Dean offers something 
rare in higher education: a place 
where talent is nurtured, ambi-
tion is matched with opportunity, 
and futures are built one experi-
ence at a time.

15 Main St. Franklin

Public Universities: Still a Value, No Longer a Safety
For many years, families 

viewed their flagship state univer-
sity as a “likely” or “safety” op-
tion. That is no longer the case. 
Here in Massachusetts, for exam-
ple, UMass Amherst once was in 
the safety category on most stu-
dents’ lists. Today, its average ad-
mitted GPA hovers around 4.07, 
making it competitive for even 
the strongest applicants.  Across 
the country, flagship universities 
and well-known state schools are 
growing more selective- for both 
in-state and out-of-state students. 
Why? There are several factors:

Why Admissions Are 
Tightening

Rising costs at private col-
leges. As private tuition climbs 
at an average of  3–5% per year, 
many families, even affluent 
ones, can no longer justify pay-
ing $75,000 to $90,000 per year 
in tuition. Out-of-state public 
universities that cost in the $40k-
$60K range suddenly look like a 
“value.” Ten years ago, merit aid 
at private colleges often brought 
them in line with public universi-
ties. Today, that gap has widened 
and are pushing students to pub-
lic institutions.

Planning for graduate 
school. With private college 
costs climbing, many students 
who expect to pursue graduate 
or professional degrees- particu-
larly in fields like health sciences, 
business, and psychology- are 
choosing more affordable public 

universities for their undergrad-
uate years. They recognize that 
saving money now leaves them 
better positioned to handle the 
tuition burden of  medical school, 
business school, or graduate pro-
grams later on. 

The southern migration. 
More students are applying to 
southern flagships drawn by 
football Saturdays, school spirit, 
Greek life, and warm weather. A 
Wall Street Journal headline even 
teased, “Sorry, Harvard. Every-
one Wants to Go to College in 
the South Now.”

Test-optional admissions. 
Dropping testing requirements 
has increased applicant pools, 
especially at selective flagships. 
Students who might not have ap-
plied in the past now do.

In-state vs. out-of-state dy-
namics. For out-of-state appli-
cants, many state systems hold 
quotas- sometimes admitting 
80% or more from within state, 
which in turn lowers the accep-
tance rate for out of  state stu-
dents. Meanwhile, for some states 
declining state funding is pushing 
universities to admit more out-
of-state and full-pay students. In-
state families feel squeezed when 
spots shrink.

Yield management. Admis-
sions offices use sophisticated 
modeling to admit the students 
most likely to enroll. Out-of-state 
applicants without demonstrated 
interest may be overlooked even 
with strong grades.

What Families Can Do:

•	 Don’t assume a public uni-
versity is a safety. Even 
in-state flagships should be 
treated as targets- or some-
times reaches- depending on 
major. Research admit rates 
by program, not just overall.

•	 Look beyond the obvious. 
Explore under-the-radar 
public universities with 
strong honors programs or 
specialized majors. For ex-
ample, in Massachusetts, 
UMass Lowell and UMass 
Dartmouth can be excellent 
options for students interest-
ed in engineering, business, 
or health sciences.  In the 
south, UNC Wilmington 
and UNC Charlotte may 
offer great pathways in busi-
ness or health sciences com-
pared to UNC or NC State.

•	 Apply early. Priority and 
Early Action deadlines mat-
ter, particularly for scholar-
ships, honors colleges, and 
competitive majors. Rolling-
admission schools fill quick-
ly- early applications can 
provide a real edge.

•	 Stay rigorous. Students 
should not coast, assuming 
a state school will overlook a 
light schedule. Strong GPA, 
test scores, and rigorous se-
nior year courses matter. 
Although rigorous is always 
defined by the individual 

student - not everyone can 
take or handle AP classes.  

•	 Visit. Demonstrated inter-
est counts at many public 
universities. Touring less 
competitive campuses can 
open students’ eyes to hid-
den gems.

•	 Have a transfer plan. Stu-
dents could start at a branch 
campus or community col-
lege with a guaranteed 
transfer program. These 
can be smart pathways to a 
flagship degree.

Getting into college is not 
necessarily harder. But getting 
into many public universities has 
become much more competi-
tive. Schools that once seemed 
like fallbacks- whether flagships 
or strong regional campuses- 

are now far from guarantees. 
Families should look beyond the 
obvious and resist the pull of  
bumper-sticker schools that at-
tract the bulk of  applications. By 
casting a wider, more thought-
ful net and pairing it with strong 
academics and preparation- stu-
dents can discover public univer-
sities that offer both value and 
opportunity.

Good luck and enjoy the jour-
ney!  

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. 
Website: www.mycollege101.com.  
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants
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ALL TIME SPECIAL ONLY $190 +TAX

WE DO ALL

278 Pleasant St., Franklin MA 02038
HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM   • •  SAT: 8AM-2PM

WE FIX EVERYTHING!
••  Tune-ups
••  Tire Sales & Repair
••  Anti-lock Brakes (ABS)
••  Batteries
••  Brake & Rotors Inspection, 

Service & Repair
••  Suspension
••  Wheel Balance & Bearings
••  Diagnostic Service

••  Timing Belt Replacement
••  Starters
••  Water Pumps
••  Troubleshoot Check Engine 

Lights
••  Steering
••  Transmission Work
••  Exhaust / Muffler Service

FRANKLIN TIRE AND AUTO
Complete Service Facility 

508-528-8558

AUTO
REPAIR

SERVICES & 
INSPECTIONINSPECTION

STATIONSTATION

•  Coolant Flush - Top off Fluids  •  Oil Change (Up to 5 Qts.)  •  Tire Rotation

5%
SENIOR SENIOR 

DISCOUNTDISCOUNT

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!

FREE TIRE ROTATION

                          
         with Oil Change ONLY!

$20 OFF$20 OFF
FULL TUNE-UPS

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $3995  +TAX

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL,

LUBE & FILTER

ONLY $6995  +TAX

    •• Up to 5 Qts. 5W-30 Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

     •• Up to 5 Qts.

    •• 5W-30 Sunoco Synthetic Oil

   •• New Filter

  •• Lube Chassis Fittings

 •• Top off Major Fluids

•• 14-Point Safety Check

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

FREE OIL CHANGES
FREE OIL CHANGES

WITH FULL BRAKE

AND ROTORS FRONT & BACK

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

Most Cars & Light Trucks. Valid with Coupon ONLY.

Cannot be combined with other offer. 

 EXPIRES 12/31/2025

$20 OFF$20 OFF
4 NEW TIRES

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

2-Year Parts and Labor Warranty On all work performed 

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Kicks Off Fall
Kick-Off Sunday September 7th; Pumpkin 
Patch Sept. 28- Oct. 31

On September 7th, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at 237 Pleas-
ant Street, Franklin will welcome 
fall with Kick-Off Sunday, the 
beginning of  our Program Year, 
when we welcome back our 
choir (and perhaps some parish-
ioners) from summer vacation, 
offer a special blessing for teach-
ers and students, and enjoy ICE 
CREAM sundaes after worship. 

Later in the month, the 
6th Annual Pumpkin Patch at 
the church will open Sept. 28 
through Oct. 31.

A huge selection of  pumpkins, 
gourds and colorful mum plants 
will fill the front lawn. Kids can 
pick out their favorites, and it’s a 
cute photo opportunity.

Open 7 days a week, here’s 
the schedule:

Monday-Friday 4-6 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sundays Noon-4 p.m.
Monday October 14, open 10 

– 4 p.m.
The pumpkins are grown 

using sustainable agricultural 
practices in a region of  New 
Mexico with 42% unemploy-
ment, providing jobs for Navajo 
people. Proceeds from pumpkin 
& plant sales benefit the Navajo 
Nation in New Mexico as well as 
St. John’s Church and its service 
in the Franklin community. 

For more information call 
(508) 528-2387, email: Admin@
StJohnsFranklinMA.org. follow 
us on Facebook (St John’s Epis-
copal Church) or visit www.st-
johnsfranklinma.org.

Yankee Quilters Plan 1st 
Meeting of Year September 9th 

Yankee Quilters, a nonprofit 
guild of  quilters which meets in 
Franklin, welcomes members 
new and old to its first meeting 
of  the year on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9th at Emma’s Quilt 
Cupboard and Sewing Center, 
Horace Mann Plaza, 319 E. 
Central St., Franklin. The Guild 
meets the second Tuesday of  
the month, September through 
June. Members have a  social 
gathering at 6:30 followed by 
the meeting at 7 p.m. 

With this being our first 
meeting, we are planning a 
short business meeting, followed 
by a Meet and Greet. New 
people can receive information 
about our guild and this year’s 
calendar. Returning members 
can catch up, and we will have a 
Show and Tell of  summer proj-
ects.

Yankee Quilters is holding 
a Savers Fundraiser to benefit 
our programs and outreach. We 
are collecting ‘softlines’ (men’s, 
women’s, and children’s clothes, 

coats, shoes, scarves, handbags, 
wallets, fashion accessories, 
belts, backpacks, etc. bedding, 
comforters, blankets, sheets, 
towels, linens, tablecloths, cur-
tains, pillows, etc.) Books and 
Media (paperback, hard covers 
of  all genres except encyclope-
dias or textbooks). Any media 
items need to be boxed sepa-
rately.

We will be holding 2 drop-off 
dates for donations: September 
6th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 
October 4th from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. October 4th is our Sav-
ers drop-off date, so we will 
be loading a truck and leaving 
promptly at noon. The drop-off 
location is Prime Storage, 302 
Hartford Ave., Bellingham, MA 
02019. If  people need assistance 
with donations, please email 
yankeequilters11@gmail.com 
and we will do our best to pick 
up donations or schedule other 
drop-off times.

In October, Yankee member 
Sandie Husby, of  Franklin, the 

“Lone Quilter,” will present a 
program on “The Depression 
and Quilting.” Sandie will be 
discussing the Depression, how 
it affected quilting and the quilts 
of  that era.

Yankee Quilters has three 
Staycation sewing events 
planned, expected to fill up fast. 
The dates are October 24 - 26, 
2025; February 27 - March 1, 
2026; and April 10 - 12, 2026. 
All weekends take place in Hol-
liston.

The Staycations include a 
6-foot table per person, cutting 
table, sandwiching table, design 
walls, 3 ironing stations. We also 
provide dinner on Friday night, 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, 
bagels and leftovers on Sunday. 
The cost for the weekend is 
$100 for members and $125 for 
non-members, with a daily rate 
of  $40 for members and $45 
for non-members. If  you are 
interested, please reach out to 
yankeequilters11@gmail.com 
or attend one of  our meetings.
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September 2

Franklin Garden Club meet-
ing,  6-8:30 p.m., Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St., 
first meeting of  season, with pre-
sentation on the coming year’s 
programs and activities. 

Franklin Rotary Club meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., Rome 
Restaurant, 4 East Central Street 
(Rte. 140), Franklin, contact 
Diane Padula padularotary@
gmail.com to attend and learn 
more.

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 
Hutchinson St., Franklin, im-
prove your public speaking in 
a safe environment, https://
voiceoffranklin.toastmaster-
sclubs.org

September 3

Franklin Art Association meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St., 
Franklin, featured artist plein-air 
painter Paul Olson

September 4

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance 
Puzzle Solving Competition, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 
Hutchinson St., Franklin, bring 
a puzzle and challenge others to 
solve it faster than you!

September 5

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common, 3-5 
p.m. Wild Sunday Trio. Spon-
sored by Franklin Cultural Coun-
cil and Mass Cultural Council

September 6

Messtival! 10:30 a.m., Frank-
lin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin, Join us for an afternoon 
of  mess making and chaos! 

Painting for Adults, 1 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, 

Join Miss Lily and create a 
step-by-step painting of  inspired 
by American artist Georgia 
O’Keefe! All materials will be 
provided. Registration required.

Karaoke! 2 pm., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

September 9

Yankee Quilters meeting, 6:30 
p.m. social gathering; 7 p.m. 
meeting, Emma’s Quilt Cup-
board and Sewing Center, Hor-
ace Mann Plaza, 319 E. Central 
St., Franklin, nonprofit guild, all 
welcome 

Business After Hours, pre-
sented by Tri-County Regional 
Chamber, 5-7 p.m., Curry House, 
418 W. Central St., Franklin, 
https://tinyurl.com/BusAfter-
Hours925

September 10

Community Song Circle, 
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m., Frank-
lin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin, with local musician 
Jamie Barrett, geared toward 
adults and older teens. 

Norfolk County Registry of 
Deeds celebrates release of We 
Remember Our Women, booklet 
on 44 important women from 28 
Norfolk County communities, 3-5 
p.m., Norfolk Registry of  Deeds 
Great Hall, 649 High St., Ded-
ham. Includes keynote remarks 
by Massachusetts Lieutenant 
Governor Kimberley L. Driscoll, 
music, light refreshments, a re-
lated exhibit and complimentary 
copies of  booklet. 

September 12

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common, 
3-6 p.m., Kendo. Sponsored by 
Franklin Cultural Council and 
Mass Cultural Council

September 13

MetroWest Symphony Or-
chestra Concert,10:30 a.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin

Cake and a Celebration of 
the 225th Birthday of Catharine 
Beecher, Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 W. Central St., Frank-
lin, stop by for a piece of  cake 
during museum hours.

Craftalong for Adults, 2 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin

DIY creative craft of  marbled 
clay leaves, materials provided, 
registration required.

FREE Community Concert 
featuring the Jazz Tones Trio,  7 
p.m. Franklin United Method-
ist Church, 82 West Central St., 
Franklin

St. Blaise Vendor Fair, 8 a.m. – 
2 p.m., St. Blaise Church, 1158 S. 
Main St., Bellingham

BESG Annual Yard Sale, BESG 
Annual Yard Sale, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Bellingham Senior Center, 40 
Blackstone St., Bellingham 

Electronics Recycling Day, 8 
a.m. – 12 p.m., First Congrega-
tional Church, 4 Congress St., 
Milford,  Recycling fees are $5 to 
$45 per item.  Cell phones can be 
recycled at no charge and will be 
donated to charities.  

September 14

Second Sunday Speaker Se-
ries: Author Lee Wilson Brings 
Catherine Beecher to Life!, 1:15 
p.m., doors open 1 p.m. Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 W. Cen-
tral St., Franklin, learn about the 
sister of  Harriet Beecher Stowe 
who became a pioneer advocate 
for women’s education. 

The Brotherhood of Temple 
Beth Torah “September to Re-
member” Brunch, 9:30-11 a.m., 
2162 Washington St, Holliston, 
all potential brothers, including 
non-temple members, are wel-
come. $9 a person. RSVP Broth-
erhood@bethtorah.org .

September 16

Franklin Rotary Club meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., Rome 
Restaurant, 4 East Central Street 
(Rte. 140), Franklin, contact 
Diane Padula padularotary@
gmail.com to attend and learn 
more.

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 
Hutchinson St., Franklin, im-
prove your public speaking in 
a safe environment, https://
voiceoffranklin.toastmaster-
sclubs.org

Charles River Chorale Open 
Rehearsal, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
Church of  Christ, 142 Exchange 
St., Millis. 

September 17

Queer Book Club, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Franklin TV and Radio 
23 Hutchinson Street, find this 
month’s book at www.franklinlg-
btqalliance.com. 

September 18,

Franklin Arts & Culture Sym-
posium, 6-9 p.m., Dean College, 
interactive pop-up art installa-
tions, live performance, network-
ing, register for one or both days, 
https://tinyurl.com/Franklin-
ArtsCulture

September 19

Franklin Arts & Culture Sym-
posium, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., THE 
BLACK BOX, 15 W. Central St., 
Franklin, features guest speakers 
Allison Yee and Lindsey Jaworek, 
break out conversations, art, 
music & more, register or one or 
both days, https://tinyurl.com/
FranklinArtsCulture

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common, 
Featuring the Franklin Art Asso-

ciation Small Works exhibition & 
3-6 p.m. Jamie Barrett

Songs and Stories of Wil-
lie Nelson Concert, 6:30 p.m., 
Bellingham Public Library, 100 
Blackstone St., Bellingham, with 
longtime New England singer/
songwriter Matt York, nominated 
in 2022 and 2023 for the Boston 
Music Award for Best Country 
Artist. Registration preferred. 
Program supported by the Bell-
ingham Cultural Council, which 
is supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

September 20

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, all 
books $1

Bellingham Harvest Fest, 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m., Bellingham Town 
Common, vendors, pony rides, 
an obstacle course, gymnastic 
and karate exhibitions, Christian 
concert and other activities. Or-
ganized by First Baptist Church 
and Bible Baptist Church

September 21

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 9 a.m.- noon,  Franklin Pub-
lic Library, 118 Main St., Frank-
lin, all books $1, bag sale 1-4 
p.m., fill a provided brown bag 
for $5

September 23

Charles River Chorale Open 
Rehearsal, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
Church of  Christ, 142 Exchange 
St., Millis.

September 24

Community Song Circle, 
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m., Frank-
lin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin, with local musician 
Jamie Barrett, geared toward 
adults and older teens. 

September 26

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common, 3-6 
p.m. Heath Nisbett. Sponsored 
by Franklin Cultural Council and 
Mass Cultural Council

September 27

St. Mary Parish, St. Vincent de 
Paul Conference Friends of the 
Poor Walk, FranklinTown Com-
mon. Registration begins 8:30 
a.m. Blessing for the Walk at 9 a.m. 

Participants can collect dona-
tions and walk with us. Dona-
tions also accepted online at

https://www.paypal.com/
d o n a t e / ? h o s t e d _ bu t t o n _
id=T6EQV6EC25NR6

Franklin Harvest Festival, 12-5 
p.m. (raindate 9/28), presented 
by Franklin Downtown Partner-
ship, town’s largest event with 
more than 130 vendor booths, 
live music, children’s activities 
including a train at Dean Col-
lege and Children’s Museum of  
Franklin mobile exhibits, food 
vendors, MyFM, free popcorn, 
film and kazoo music making (3 
p.m.) at Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, activities include Dean 
College radio station and kiddie 
train, and Franklin Public Li-
brary lawn games and scavenger 
hunt.

The Franklin Federated 
Church Annual Yard Sale, 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m., 171 Main St., Franklin. 
rain or shine.  

FREE Community Cookout, 
5:30-6:30 p.m., Franklin United 
Methodist Church, 82 West 
Central St., Franklin, with burg-
ers, hot dogs, and chips served on 
the back lawn (event will cancel 
in case of  rain).

September 28

Opening day for St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Pumpkin 
Patch, Noon, 237 Pleasant Street, 
Franklin

September 30

Charles River Chorale Open 
Rehearsal, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
Church of  Christ, 142 Exchange 
St., Millis. 

October 2

Drum Circle with Drums for 
One and All, 2 p.m., (No School). 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, see website 
for details

October 3

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common, 
3-6 p.m. Tom Abbott. Sponsored 
by Franklin Cultural Council and 
Mass Cultural Council

October 4

The Franklin Rotary Club & 
New England Chapel 9th Annual 
Car Show, 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., spe-
cial presentation of  a Modified 
Mobility Van at 10 a.m., New 
England Chapel, 300 E. Central 
St., Franklin

Franklin Navrati, 6:30 p.m., 
Tri County Regional Vocational 
Technical High, 147 Pond St., 
Franklin, Brought to the com-
munity by The Indian Cultural 
Association of  Franklin, https://
www.instagram.com/icaf.ma/ 

Calendar
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Holiday Guides  
REACH MORE THAN 182,000 WITH OUR ANNUAL 

This holiday season, showcase your business in our Holiday Guides - 
a special pull-out section. Drive shoppers to your door with great gift ideas, 

catering options and everything to make the holidays joyful and bright!
Coming in November and December! 

localtownpages

ZONE 1: REACH 77,681
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, Holden,

 Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
 Sutton, Uxbridge and Webster

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale, 

Medway, Mendon, Milford, Millis, Natick, Norfolk, 
Norwood, Upton and Wrentham

DON’T MISS OUT!
Reservation deadlines:

October 8th for November issue
November 5th for December issue

Save 10% when you commit to both Guides!

Reserve your space today by contacting Jen Schofield 
at 508-570-6544 or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Baby Giraffe Born at 
Southwick’s Zoo

Southwick’s Zoo is thrilled to 
announce the birth of  a baby gi-
raffe, born August 11, 2025, and 
already standing tall as the new-
est member of  New England’s 
largest zoo’s family. The healthy 

calf, measuring just over five 
feet at birth, was born to Molly, 
raised herself  at the Mendon 
zoo, and arrives during a year of  
special celebration for the zoo’s 
60th anniversary.

September 2025 at 
Bellforge Arts Center 

These free or low-cost events are happening soon!

September 6, 3-7 p.m.
Little Lies: A Tribute to Fleetwood Mac

Relive the timeless hits and harmonies of  Fleetwood Mac.

September 20, 4-7 p.m.
Women In Music Festival

Powerful performances by the women who command the stage. In 
partnership with Women In Music Boston.

September 27, 4-7 p.m.
Peter, Brendan & Jim Mayer: Come Together Summer Tour 2025

Cap off Medfield Day with an evening of  music, connection, and 
community that honors the spirit of  Jimmy Buffet.

October 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
CultureFest 2025

CultureFest is a joyful celebration of  community, culture, and con-
nection.

For more information on these free shows or other low-cost tick-
eted events not listed here, visit www.bellforge.org/events .

Norfolk Register to Release Booklet on 
Norfolk County’s Notable Women Sept. 10

Dedham, MA – 
Women have long shaped 
the fabric of  Norfolk 
County through courage, 
intellect, and civic com-
mitment—often beyond 
the spotlight. On Wednes-
day, September 10, 2025, 
the Norfolk County Reg-
istry of  Deeds will cel-
ebrate these legacies with 
the release of  We Remem-
ber Our Women, the fourth install-
ment in the Registry’s Notable 
Land Records series.

Massachusetts Lieutenant 
Governor Kimberley L. Driscoll 
will offer keynote remarks at the 
event, which runs from 3-5 p.m. 
in the Registry’s Great Hall, lo-
cated at 649 High St. in Ded-
ham. The gathering is free and 
open to the public. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

The booklet presents 44 pro-
files of  women from the twenty-
eight communities of  Norfolk 
County who have impacted so-
ciety through dedication, cour-
age, and achievement. The We 

Remember Our Women booklet 
shares the fascinating stories of  a 
diverse group of  trailblazers who 
have influenced fields of  medi-
cine, environmental advocacy, 
journalism, literature, and mili-
tary service. 

Visitors to the Registry will be 
invited to view exhibits highlight-
ing each woman’s contributions, 
including historical storyboards 
and timelines. The Registry’s 
Great Hall will be transformed 
into a space of  reflection and 
pride, honoring both the past 
and the continued progress of  
women in Norfolk County. 

The event will also feature 

music and complimen-
tary copies of  the notable 
land record publication 
We Remember Our Women, 
all in celebration of  the 
individuals whose efforts 
continue to shape life in 
Norfolk County and be-
yond, including the sec-
ond female doctor in the 
country, a dedicated Can-
ton conservationist, two 

female Army Generals, the first 
female professional writer, and a 
CNN anchor. 

As Abigail Adams—a Norfolk 
County native—wrote to her 
husband John during the Conti-
nental Congress, “remember the 
ladies and be more generous and 
favorable to them than of  your 
ancestors.” This event carries 
forward her message, recogniz-
ing those whose contributions 
still echo through our communi-
ties today.

For more information, please 
contact Jonathan Thomas at 
(781) 234-3305 or email jtho-
mas@norfolkdeeds.org.
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Sports
Franklin Field Hockey Hopeful for a Strong Season
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

Last fall, the Franklin field 
hockey team was able to com-
pile an amazing 17-1 regular 
season record, with its one and 
only loss coming at the hands 
of  Bishop Feehan. In doing so, 
the Panthers captured their sixth 
straight Hockomock League – 
Kelly Rex Championship and 
qualified for the Division 1 State 
Tournament earning a seven 
seed. Franklin would get into 
the Elite 8, where they would 
fall 3-0 to Walpole, the eventual 
State Champion.	After putting 
together such a promising cam-
paign last fall, Coach Michelle 
Hess has said goodbye to some 
key components of  that season, 
but on the bright side will be 
returning 12 players, including 
eight starters. 

“I know right now people are 
feeling very nervous because of  
all we lost,” she said. “But we’re 
Franklin; we’ll reload and be just 
fine.”

Hess will be looking for her 
four captains to step up this up-
coming season. The senior cap-
tains this fall will be four-year 
goalie Devon Barry, defensive 
fullback Liz Dumas, fullback / 
sweeper Ava Lucenta and for-
ward Addi Weiss. The foursome 
has been around strong leaders 
for so long over their careers that 
the Coach believes that they are 
all capable of  taking on the job 
while bringing unity to the team.

In addition to the seniors 
stepping up their games this 
year, Hess will be looking to rely 
on just about everyone that dons 
a Franklin uniform. Sophomore 
Ella Marzullo, a Hockomock 
League All-Star last year at cen-
ter-forward, had herself  a great 
campaign as an incoming fresh-
man and has put in a lot of  work 
during the off-season to get even 
better. 

Marzullo was invited to par-
ticipate in the Under Armour 
Select Game, at Harvard Uni-
versity in Cambridge, Mass. this 
summer. Here, the girls were 
under the microscope of  45 col-
legiate coaches. As a freshman, 
Marzullo notched 19 goals and 
13 assists, and Hess is looking for 
the now sophomore to surpass 
those numbers.

Another player that Hess will 
be looking to be an impact for 
the Panthers this year is another 
sophomore, Penelope Brady. As 
a freshman, she was able to get 
on the score card with 4 goals 
and 2 assists, but the coach is 
figuring she will be able to in-
crease those numbers and help 
the team. 

“She’s a scrappy, aggres-
sive playmaker who is fast and 
skilled,” Hess said. “This should 
be a big season for her, espe-
cially after playing USA Field 
Hockey Nexus in a tournament 
in Virginia Beach.”

As a four-year goalie, Barry 
is another Panther who will be 
looking to take her game to the 
next level and play for a college 
program. Last year, she spilt 
time between the pipes; playing 
in a total of  15.5 games where 
she only allowed 13 goals for an 
.84 goals against average while 
recording three shutouts.

Over the years, Hess has 
been trying to get the Franklin 
keeper to expand her communi-
cation skills, and it looks like she 
has finally done that. According 
to the Panther Coach, Barry has 
been displaying those communi-
cation skills with confidence.

“Over the past three years, 
I have been trying to get her to 
work on her vocal skills, and I 
think she has finally got it,” the 
Coach said. “It will be super im-
portant for her to take charge this 
year now that she has lost two 
major defenders in front of  her.”

Barry was named to the 
Hockomock league All-Star 
team last fall, and the Coach is 
expecting her to take her game 
up a notch, especially now that 
colleges are looking more closely 
at her. 

Junior Jossie Camp will be 
the starting center-midfielder 
for Franklin this fall. Last year, 
as a sophomore, she was behind 
Emily Carney, until she went 
down with an ACL injury and 
Camp was thrust into duty.

“I had to grab someone, and 
although she had moments of  
insecurity, by the end of  the sea-
son she was playing like a sea-
soned veteran,” the Coach said. 
“She is a very coachable individ-
ual with a high field hockey IQ 
and a great teammate. She was 
one of  the top defenders in the 
league as a sophomore.”

Hess went onto note that 
playing center midfield is one of  
the hardest positions on the field 
and Camp was able to mark her 
opponent while limiting their 
production. Offensively, she was 
also someone who could pro-
vide the Panthers with a scoring 
threat. 

“She is a positive attribute on 
offense and defense as well as 
everywhere in between,” Hess 
said. “Jossie is a strong individ-

ual, and the team loves playing 
with her.”

This season, Franklin will 
be involved in a pilot season 
where they will now have five 
non-league games, compared to 
only two a year ago, while also 
adding two strength of  schedule 
contests. Despite the new sched-
ule, Hess will be looking for her 
team to once again be consistent 
to whomever they play. 

The Franklin goals will con-
tinue to be relatively the same as 
they’ve been in the past: Hess is 
looking to continue to dominate 
the Hockomock League and 
hold onto the League Champi-
onship, while trying to improve 
upon their best appearance in 
the tournament. The Panthers 
have been to the Final 4 in the 
past and would like to get back 
there and take it even further.

Franklin Field Hockey made it to the state tourney last year, but fell short of the top spot. Coach Hess is 
undaunted, confident her team this year will rebound. Shown are this year’s captains, who include Devon 
Barry, Liz Dumas, Ava Lucenta and Addi Weiss.

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477  |  cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com  |  franklinlawgroupma.com

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will 
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect 
your children, your home and all of your assets.  As a seasoned 
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal 
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect 
you or any of your loved ones.

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Planning and preparing your Estate today Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Sophomore Ella Marzullo and 
Junior Jossie Camp will both be 
key players this year.
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From From CCONCEPTONCEPT to  to COMPLETIONCOMPLETION, we bring your vision to life. , we bring your vision to life. 

Graphic DesignGraphic Design
Sports BannersSports Banners
BrochuresBrochures
PostcardsPostcards
Direct Mail SolutionsDirect Mail Solutions
Every Door Direct MailEvery Door Direct Mail
BooksBooks
Lawn SignsLawn Signs
CalendarsCalendars
PostersPosters
SwagSwag
and so much more!and so much more!

Home ofHome of

ANDREW CARINI
Print and Mail Specialist

How can I help you?
508-254-2241

ourtownpublishing.comourtownpublishing.com

Upcoming Events through Tri-County Regional Chamber
Introducing the Business Op-

portunity Network — a dynamic, 
one-seat-per-industry networking 
group designed for early risers 
who are serious about building 
strong, referral-driven relation-
ships. Our quarterly in-person 
meeting is open to guests, and 
we’d love to have you join us. 
We’re actively growing and look-
ing for professionals ready to 
connect, collaborate, and grow 
their business in a supportive, 
energized environment. Why not 
join us, meet the group, and see 
what you think?
Thursday, September 4th | 5:30 
p.m. – 7 p.m.
CraftRoots Brewing
4 Industrial Road Milford, MA 
01757
https://tinyurl.com/BusOppNet

The Strategy Table
Join us for The Strategy Table 

— a powerful, solutions-driven 
roundtable where chamber 
members come together to help 
one of  our own. Each month, 
we spotlight a local business that 
could use a boost — whether it’s 
with marketing, finances, hiring 

challenges, or something else en-
tirely.

This isn’t your typical meeting, 
It’s a collaborative brainstorming 
session where your ideas, experi-
ence, and insight can make a real 
difference. Come ready to share, 
support, and spark real change 
for a fellow member, and leave 
feeling inspired by the power of  
community. Let’s put our heads 
together and lift each other up ! 
Friday, September 5th | 8 a.m. – 9 
a.m.
Chamber Office 258 Main Street, 
Suite 306
Milford, MA 01757
https://tinyurl.com/
StrategyTableFiore

Wellness Business  
Exchange

Join us for a relaxed network-
ing meetup while enjoying the 
benefits of  the salt chamber at 
Caney Salt & Wellness in Hol-
liston—open to anyone in the 
health and wellness industry. 
Connect, share referrals, and 
build real relationships with fel-
low pros in a calming, supportive 
space.

Tuesday, September 9th | 8:30 
a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
CANēY Salt & Wellness Studio
100 Central Street Holliston, MA 
01746
https://tinyurl.com/
WellnessBusExchange

Business After Hours
Join us at The Curry House in 

Franklin for an evening of  deli-
cious Indian cuisine, a cash bar, 
exciting giveaways, and great 
company. Whether you’re catch-
ing up with familiar faces or 
making brand-new connections, 
it’s the perfect mix of  networking 
and fun. Don’t miss this flavor-
ful night—bring a friend (or two) 
and let’s make it another one to 
remember!
Tuesday, September 9th | 5pm - 
7pm The Curry House 418 West 
Central Street Franklin, MA 02038
https://tinyurl.com/
BusAfterHours925

Connecting Women 
Leaders Luncheon

We’re thrilled to welcome Ni-
cole Gabe, Morning News An-
chor at Boston25 News as our 
featured speaker at the Connect-
ing Women Leaders Luncheon! 

Nicole will share her personal 
journey, insights into the industry, 
the challenges women continue 
to face, and the power of  men-
torship and community involve-
ment. Her message promises to 
inspire, uplift, and spark mean-
ingful conversation.
Wednesday, September 17th | 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
The Willows at Medway 44 Willow 
Pond Circle Medway, MA 02053
https://tinyurl.com/
connectwomenleaders

Leads & Lunch: Count-
down to Windows 11: Is 
Your Business Ready for 
the End of Windows 10?

Support ends October 14, 
2025—don’t wait!

Join us for a Leads & Lunch 
with Rob Russell of  Hopedale 
Technologies to learn what this 
change means, how to upgrade 
to Windows 11, and how to pro-
tect your business from rising cy-
bersecurity risks.

Relaxed, informative, and 
made for local business owners. 
Don’t get caught off guard—plan 
ahead!

Friday, September 19th | 11:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m.
Lowell’s Restaurant
75 Cape Road Mendon, MA 01756
https://tinyurl.com/
leadsnlunchwindows11

We mean business when it 
comes to growing your busi-
ness. That’s why we created the 
MAXIMUM Impact networking 
group – a dynamic leads referral 
group that helps businesses ex-
pand through trusted, high-qual-
ity referrals. The group meets 
every second and fourth Tues-
day of  the month from 7:30am 
to 8:30am through Zoom, and 
meets in person quarterly. If  you 
are interested in learning more 
about this group, or to check if  
there’s a spot open for your in-
dustry, please contact Sherri.
September In Person Luncheon:
The Rail Trail
223 Main Street Milford, MA 01757
Tuesday, September 23rd | 11:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m.
Cost for Lunch is $25
https://tinyurl.com/MaxImpact925
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 
508-520-9696508-520-9696

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

75 Wachuset Street Franklin 75 Wachuset Street Franklin 
$479,900$479,900

 Eileen Mason Eileen Mason

FOR SALE

2209 Franklin Crossing Drive Franklin 2209 Franklin Crossing Drive Franklin 
$315,000$315,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

FOR SALE

194 Crossfield Road 194 Crossfield Road 
FranklinFranklin

 Eileen Mason Eileen Mason

SOLD

74 Oxford Drive74 Oxford Drive
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

5 Wadsworth Farm Road Franklin 5 Wadsworth Farm Road Franklin 
 $1,050,000 $1,050,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

FOR SALE

13 Mackintosh Street 13 Mackintosh Street 
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLD

100 Blackstone Street 100 Blackstone Street 
BlackstoneBlackstone

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

Don’t Miss the Bus!  Don’t Miss the Bus!  
Now is a Great Time to Move!Now is a Great Time to Move!

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for 
aggressive 

representation and 
Eileen came through 
selling our home in 

4 days, above asking 
price. Couldn’t ask for a 

better agent!”
~Paul L.

1 Lily Way1 Lily Way
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLD “Susan was fantastic! 
She really knows her 

stuff and I will be 
using her again in the 
future and referring 
her to anyone that 

asks me who I would 
recommend!”

~Tracey R.

24 Neponset Street 24 Neponset Street 
QuincyQuincy

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

UAG

 

Bishop Feehan 
Announces 
Fourth 
Quarter Honor 
Roll 2024-2025

Vice Principal for Academics, Charlotte Lou-
renco, is proud to announce the Honor Roll 
students for the fourth quarter. Honor Roll is a 
recognition of  high-performing students based 
on the student’s overall average in any given 
quarter, regardless of  the levels of  their classes. 
Bishop Feehan has three levels of  Honor Roll. 
First Honors is awarded to students whose overall 
average in that quarter is grade 93.00 or higher, 
Second Honors is grade 90.00 or higher, and 
Third Honors is 85.00 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below 80.

Find the full list here: https://www.bishopfee-
han.com/apps/news/article/2088367

Keep an Eye Out for Signs of 
Asian Longhorned Beetle

Washington, D.C.—The U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture’s Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) is asking the public to look 
for and report signs of  the Asian long-
horned beetle (ALB). APHIS asks every-
one to look for signs of  this destructive, 
invasive beetle by checking trees on 
your property and in your community 
for damage. Left unchecked, ALB can 
cause infested trees to die.

The ALB is a wood-boring beetle 
that emerges as an adult in August. It 
attacks 12 types of  hardwood trees. The 
insect prefers maple trees, but it also 
likes to attack birches, buckeyes, elms, 
and willows. Sometimes it attacks ash, 
golden rain tree, katsura, London plane 
tree, mimosa, mountain ash, and pop-
lar. Infested trees become safety haz-
ards. Branches can drop and trees can 
fall over, especially during storms.

 In its larval stage, the insect feeds 
deep inside tree trunks and branches. It 

creates tunnels as it feeds. Then as an 
adult, the beetle chews its way out, cre-
ating 3/4-inch round exit holes. Once 
the beetles exit a tree, they feed on its 
leaves and bark before mating, laying 
eggs, and starting another generation 
of  tree-killing beetles.

The adult beetle has markings that 
are easy to recognize:

•	 A shiny, black body with white 
spots. Its body is about 1” to 
1-1/2” long.

•	 Black and white antennae that are 
longer than its body.

•	 Six legs and feet that can appear 
bluish.

Signs that a tree might be infested 
include:

•	 Round exit holes in tree trunks and 
branches about the size of  a dime 
or smaller.

•	 Egg sites, or chewed spots, on the 
bark about the size of  a quarter. 
Sap may weep out from these.

•	 Sawdust-like material called frass 
found on the tree, ground, or tree 
branches.

•	 Branches or limbs dying or falling 
from an otherwise healthy-looking 
tree.

Report signs of ALB: If  you think you 
found a beetle or tree damage, report 
it by calling the ALB hotline at 1-866-
702-9938. Or submit an online report 
through the Asian longhorned beetle 
website https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
form/report-it . Try to photograph the 
beetle or tree damage. If  you can, cap-
ture the beetle in a durable container 
and freeze it. This helps preserve the 
insect for identification.
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South 
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next 
door to Cafe Assisi!

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE
Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, 
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans. 

Call Jen Schofield at 
508-570-6544 

to run in our Real Estate Corner
walshbrothersbuilders.com 

UNCAS AVEUNCAS AVE
C O N D O M I N I U M SC O N D O M I N I U M S

Units 1,735 sq.ft.
3 Beds  ••  2.5 Baths

STARTING ATSTARTING AT

$699,000$699,000

2nd Quarter RE Activity Up in Norfolk County
Dedham, MA – Norfolk 

County Register of  Deeds Wil-
liam P. O’Donnell reports that 
Norfolk County real estate re-
cordings for the second quar-
ter of  2025 (April-June 2025) 
indicate a significant increase 
in overall real estate activity, 
with growth observed in both 
the total number of  deeds and 
mortgages recorded compared 
to the second quarter of  2024.

The Norfolk County Regis-
try of  Deeds recorded 28,732 
documents during the second 
quarter of  2025, representing 
an 8% increase compared to the 
26,623 documents recorded in 
the same period in 2024. June 
was the busiest month in the 
second quarter of  2025 for real 

estate activity, with 10,433 docu-
ments recorded, marking a 15% 
increase from June 2024.

The number of  deeds re-
corded in the second quarter 
of  2025, which reflect both 
commercial and residential real 
estate sales and transfers, was 
4,493, marking a 6% increase 
during the same period in 2024. 
The number of  deeds recorded 
for consideration (actual sales) 
also rose by 6% to 2,456 in the 
second quarter of  2025 com-
pared to the second quarter of  
2024.

The total volume of  com-
mercial and residential sales 
for the second quarter of  2025 
reached $3,166,444,793, a 14% 
increase compared to the second 

quarter of  2024. The average 
sale price for commercial and 
residential properties climbed 
to $1,289,269, reflecting an 8% 
increase from the same time 
period in 2024. April 2025 
saw a notable increase, with 
the average sale price reaching 
$1,381,678, up 33% from April 
2024. However, June 2025 saw 
virtually no change in the aver-
age property price from June 
2024.

Overall lending activity was 
up in the second quarter. The 
total number of  mortgages 
recorded was 4,692, mark-
ing a 16% increase compared 
to the same period last year. 
Total mortgage indebted-
ness also increased by 56% to 

$4,226,032,103 in the second 
quarter compared to 2024. June 
2025 recordings saw the largest 
increase in mortgages compared 
to the same month in 2024, up 
22% from last year.

The foreclosure market in 
Norfolk County saw positive de-
velopments during the second 
quarter of  2025. There were 11 
foreclosure deeds recorded as a 
result of  mortgage foreclosures 
taking place in Norfolk County, 
a 38% decrease from the second 
quarter of  2024. Notices to fore-
close also declined by 33%, with 
74 notices recorded compared 
to 112 during the same time pe-
riod last year.

For the past several years, 
the Norfolk County Registry 

of  Deeds has partnered with 
Quincy Community Action Pro-
grams (617-479-8181 x376) and 
NeighborWorks Housing Solu-
tions (508-587-0950) to help 
anyone facing challenges paying 
their mortgage. Another option 
for homeowners is to contact the 
Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral’s Consumer Advocacy and 
Response Division (CARD) at 
617-727-8400.

The Norfolk County Registry 
of  Deeds, is located at 649 High 
St., Dedham. Find them on so-
cial media, visit www.norfolk-
deeds.org, call (781) 461-6101 
or email registerodonnell@nor-
folkdeeds.org.

“September to Remember” Brunch at Brotherhood of 
Temple Beth Torah 

The Brotherhood of  Temple 
Beth Torah, 2162 Washington 
St, Holliston, invites all poten-
tial brothers to attend our “Sep-
tember to Remember”, Brunch 
on Sunday September 14th, 
from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. At the 
Temple, the cost is $9 a per-
son. Please RSVP by e-mailing 
Brotherhood@bethtorah.org, 
non-temple members are wel-
come. 

The Temple strives to be vi-
brant and inclusive, a Jewish 
community family who are com-
mitted to each other, to mean-
ingful Jewish living and learning, 
to inspiring prayer and ritual 
and to doing acts of  kindness.  
Love of  Jewish tradition, build-
ing community, spiritual growth 
and a commitment to social 
justice animate everything we 
do at Temple Beth Torah, and 
we strive to bring more joy and 
light into each other’s lives and 
our world.
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With a New With a New SeasonSeason Comes a  Comes a 
New New ReasonReason for Change! for Change!

Lorraine Kuney Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938508-380-9938
lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com

Why Lorraine?Why Lorraine?
32 Transactions YTD!32 Transactions YTD!

30+ Yrs in Real Estate  30+ Yrs in Real Estate  ••   1000s of Transactions 1000s of Transactions
Licensed in 3 States  Licensed in 3 States  ••  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service

29 Benjamins Landing

SOLD

913 Eagles Nest Way

PENDING

8 Dylans Way

NEW

9 Spruce Pond Road

PENDING

80 Fisher Road

PENDING

Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with 
selling or buying your home!selling or buying your home!

“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”
#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023

Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer 

23 Indian Lane

SOLD

81 Pond Street

PENDING

14 Duchess Path

PENDING
SOLD

8 Heritage

Buyer Side
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For Sale

For Sale

To Be Built-Our 
Plans or Yours
Special Financing

To Be Built-Our 
Plans or Yours
Special Financing

124 Minot Ave. Wareham
For Sale

18 Plain St. Franklin
Coming Soon

55 A St. Franklin
For Sale

57 A St. Franklin
For Sale

22 Henry Way, Millis
For Sale

 Lot 2 Balsam Estates. Franklin
For Sale

2 Kingson Ln. Unit 2. Medway
For Sale

Lot 1 Balsam Estates, Franklin
For Sale

18 Highwood Dr. Franklin
Sold

Decades of Dedication * Hundreds of Homes * One Trusted Name

Tammy Todaro
508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com

THE TODARO TEAM


