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Special Town Meeting approves

Ninth Annual Fairy Walk was Magical

By SusaNn MANNING
STAFF WRITER

Imaginations young and old
turned out this summer for the
ninth annual Iriends of Historic
Hopedale Fairy Walk.

Organization President Tracey
Philips said the walk, as usual, was
a success.

“Thank you for another magi-
cal (there just isn't another word
to describe it) day at 2025 Hoped-
ale Fairy Walk!” She said in her
annual thank you letter.

Philips said they were about 40
houses this year.

“This was our 9th year and we
had about 40 houses built for the
walk this year. A great turnout de-
spite the sprinkles the first half of

WALK

continued on page 2

By THERESA KNAPP

At a June 17 Special
Town Meeting, Hopedale
voters allocated $600,000
for costs associated with the
purchase of two condomin-
ium units in the Hopedale
Professional Building at 54
Hopedale Street. Units 1
and 103 will be renovated to
serve as new municipal of-
fices, and the current Town
Hall will be closed.

There was one question
on the warrant which gener-
ated a 20-minute discussion

Score a free Stanley® Tumbler” with a Student Checking Account

Kids can enjoy independence with their very own debit card, while parents get peace
of mind with built-in safeguards like daily limits on spending and ATM withdrawals.

Learn more at centralfcu.com/stanley-promo or open at our
Milford branch located at 82 Prospect Street today!

* Promotion valid through 10/31/25. Must open a new Student Checking account and not have had a Student
Checking account within the last 12 months at Central One. One Stanley tumbler per account. $20minimum
deposit required at account opening. $5 OVS membership required. Account must be opened at a Central
One Federal Credit Union branch. Primary account holder must be 13 years or older. If under 18 years of age,
a parent or guardian must be on the account jointly. Terms and conditions apply. Federally insured by NCUA.
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purchase of two condos to
relocate Town Hall offices

$600,000 approved for costs
associated with two units in
Professional Building

about the need, and related
implications, to moving out
of the current Town Hall
- a building that was built
In 1886, at the direction
of George Draper of the
Draper Corporation, and
has been riddled with issues
over the years.

The Finance Committee
supported the purchase.

The article passed over-
whelmingly, with one nay-
sayer.

MEETING

continued on page 3
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WALK

continued_from page 1

the day. Nothing stops our fairies
and magical fans from visiting,”
she said.

Pleased with the turnout,
Philips said the kudos should go
to those who build the houses
and those who volunteer.

“This eventis A LOT of work
and to be honest, in the days
leading up to it, I get pretty tired
and start questioning why I still
do it after 9 years.

“And then the day before the
event arrives and my very dedi-
cated (but VERY small) team of
volunteers start to show up to
help with the monumental task
of physical setup, and the next
morning 7am arrives and they
show up again, 8am the very
talented vendors start driving in
(despite the forecast), then our
sweet house builders bringing the
stars of the show...and then (and
I literally just got choked up as

localtownpages|l\
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I'm about to write it) 10am and
you all came!

“I actually got to be at the
entrance this time at opening
and watch you all come from so
many different directions (again,
despite the forecast) to partici-
pate in this wacky idea I had 9
years ago. And those of you who
come in costume, I adore you!

“Seeing you all, kids to adults,
show up and interact with each
other and enjoy each others
company and find like minded
souls, it is amazing,” said Philips.

And in case anyone is won-
dering, yes, there will be a 10th
annual Hopedale Fairy Walk,
June 13, 2026. Next up for the
Friends of Historical Hoped-
ale: the Winter Stroll and Shop
Hop on Dec. 6. Interested

businesses should reach out by
mid-October to info@friendsof-
historichopedale.com.

at Sacred Heart Church
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at fantastic prices!
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At the meeting, Town Ad-
ministrator Mitch Ruscitti said,
“As of right now, whether or not
we purchase these condo units,
[Town Hall] is going to be closed
for health and safety reasons.”

The offices that will move into
the condos include the Town Ad-
ministrator, Treasurer, Assessors,
Board of Health, Building De-
partment, and the Town Clerk.
Hopedale Cable, whose current
lease is about to expire, will also
move into the space and will pay
rent to the town.

It was noted that the lease
for the Beyond Tull restaurant is
coming to an end, and the Curi-
osity Shoppe will also be leaving
the building

While voters allocated
$600,000, all funds may not
be spent. Ruscitti said the pur-
chase price of the two units is

$450,000, and moving costs are
between $30,000 and $38,000.
He said the renovation costs will
be covered by ARPA funds and
will not come from the tax levy.

Other sites were considered,
including space at the airport, but
Ruscitti noted that residents have
said they want to keep municipal
offices in the center of town. This
space will also keep town offices
“close in proximity to our police,
fire and highway departments in
addition to school administrative
offices.”

When renovated, the condo
space can accommodate smaller
meetings but larger meetings
will be held elsewhere, likely at
the public library or in a school
building, said Ruscitti.

The Town also looked at leas-
ing space but, “The lease cost
would be in excess of $200,000
a year for the same space,” said
Ruscitti. He also said the town,
over the last year, has spent over
$258,000 to keep Town Hall

running, and most of that was
in heating and plumbing repair.
“We can’t, during any given year,
spend over a certain threshold
without triggering ADA compli-
ance, which would require us to
put in an elevator which we can’t

afford.”

“When you_factor in
what we are going to
spend thus year to keep the
Town Hall operational
versus what 1t costs us
to winterize Town Hall
and move wnto these unaits,
over the fiscal year, we are

going lo save in tax levy
more than $130,000.”

The Town will pay about
$24.,000 in condo fees per year
which will include snowplowing,

sanding, common areca mainte-
nance, minor repairs, some utili-
ties, and master insurance (the
town will also purchase supple-
mental insurance).

Ruscitti said that, to own and
operate these condos, includ-
ing HOA fees, “equals about
$64,000 a year, which is about
a quarter of what we’re going to
spend in just keeping the Town
Hall open, nevermind that we’re
keeping it open with numerous
building and health code viola-
tions that we know exist.”

When Town Meeting mem-
ber Dalton Haynes asked how
long it would take for the Town
to break even with its costs, Rus-
citti said, “When you factor in
what we are going to spend this
year to keep the Town Hall op-
erational versus what it costs us
to winterize Town Hall and move
into these units, over the fiscal
year, we are going to save in tax
levy more than $130,000.”

When Town Meeting mem-

ber Ed McGrath asked who
would pay the taxes on the con-
dos, Ruscitti said the Town would
not pay property taxes on the
units, noting the units previously
taxes on the units were $9,700 a
year.

He explained, “However,
when you factor in that $9,700
against the $250,000 that we’re
spending to keep Town Hall
open, we're still well ahead on
what’s going out. Keep in mind
as well that, if move forward to
selling the Town Hall building
for private redevelopment, it’s
also going to be bringing in in far
excess of the $9,700 in property
taxes, so we are looking to make
money on this transaction.”

A Request for Proposals for
the reuse, rehabilitation, or dis-
position of the current Town
Hall went out in July and re-
sponses were due by Sept. 1. For
the fully story, visit https:/ /bit.ly/
HopedaleTownHallReusePro-
cessMovingForward.

BVT’s School Lunch and Breakfast Programs Policy

Families Encouraged to Check Eligibility
Chart & Submit Application

UPTON — The Blackstone
Valley Vocational Regional
School District (BVT) is pleased
to continue offering its students
one free breakfast and lunch at
school, thanks to permanent
funding from the USDA and the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. While meals are provided
at no cost, families are still en-
couraged to complete the Free
and Reduced Price Meal Ap-
plication on the school website.
Doing so helps expand other
educational and nutrition initia-
tives across the district and sus-
tain funding for the program in
future years.

You do not need to complete
an application to receive free

). MOURA
# SERVICES

meal benefits if you receive a
letter stating that your child is
eligible for free meals via the
direct certification process.
Families who qualify for free or
reduced price meals may also
become eligible for Sun Bucks, a
new program launching in 2026
that offers grocery assistance
during the summer when school
1s out. Families may also qualify
for Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, which offers
monthly financial assistance for
grocery expenses. If you're not
currently receiving SNAP but
think you may be eligible, con-
tact Project Bread’s Food Source
Hotline at 1-800-645-8333 or
apply online at DTA Connect.

Call
Tiago

Painting & Carpentry « Power Washing
Deck Refinishing » Exterior & Interior
FULLY INSURED

fe

To see if children from your
household are eligible for free
or reduced price meal services,
please visit the school website
where you can view the federal
eligibility income chart, find
answers to frequently asked
questions, and complete an online
application at www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/freereducedmealsfaq.

About Blackstone Valley
Regional Vocational
Technical High School (BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional
Vocational Technical High
School serves the towns of Bell-
ingham, Blackstone, Douglas,
Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon,
Milford, Millbury, Millville,
Northbridge, Sutton, Upton,

and Uxbridge. Located in the
heart of the Blackstone Valley,
Blackstone Valley Tech creates
a positive learning community
that prepares students for per-
sonal and professional success in
an internationally competitive
society through a fusion of rig-
orous vocational, technical, and
academic skills.

BEES & WASPS BOTHERING YOU?

Don't Tolerate, ELIMINATE

Bees

*

CALLTHE LOCAL
GUYS FIRST!

WPC Pest &
Termite Control
508-435-2211

nobugsnopests.com

WPC
SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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Hopedale Day in the Park September 20, 2025

Sponsors as of August 18, 2025

Hopedale
Day In

Platinum Level Gold Level Silver Level
Th P r k E.L. Harvey and Sons Hopedale Dental Center Gene’s Variety
e a DJF Painting Collins Landscaping Watson Colonial Funeral Home
Plans for the 45th Hoped- Milford Auto Sales/ Puff and Fluff Pet Services Daniel Soares, Electrician .
ale Day in the Park are un- Drzltper Place . Bu.ma Funer.a | Homes Art Show Purchase Prize
Dairy Queen Milford Milford Audiology Center .
derway: Chasles River Bank D P d Wildlif Bright Insurance
Because of the proposed aries BIver Dank cwey testand Widlie Frank’s Appliance
Hopedale Community House, Inc. Homefield Credit Union

renovation of the Hoped-
ale Town Park, this year the
event will be held on the
grounds of the Hopedale
Community House on Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, from 10am
to 4pm.

Applications for vendors,
art show information, and
sponsor forms can be found
on the town website.

http://www.hopedale-
ma.gov > Boards and Com-
missions > Cultural Council.

hopedaleculturalcoun-
cil@yahoo.com

Francis and Virginia Larkin
ConnectEd and Inspired
UniBank

Edwards Memorial Funeral Home
Braza and Mancini, Inc.
Antonia C. Maki, M.D.

Welcome Back to School

By KAREN CREBASE,
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Hopedale Public Schools
are off to a successful start to
the 2025-26 school year. New
staff members were welcomed
during our orientation session
on July 30th, where they were
introduced to our district’s cul-
ture, expectations, and resources
for success. On August 25th, all
staff will gather for our district-
wide meeting to set the course
for the year, followed by school-

based meetings and classroom
preparation. Finally, on Tues-
day, August 26th, we will open
our doors to students, filling our
hallways once again with energy,
excitement, and the promise of a
productive year ahead.

Over the summer, our team
was hard at work preparing our
schools for the year ahead. We
are proud to have accomplished
several important improvement
projects, including updated
flooring in key areas of all three
buildings, development of the

Memorial School Center for In-
novation, Research and Creativ-
ity, and the replacement of the
Junior-Senior High School roof.
In addition, many smaller up-
grades and refreshes have taken
place across the district to ensure
safe, comfortable, and welcom-
ing learning environments. At
the same time, our teachers and
staff thoughtfully prepared their
classrooms and lessons, ensuring
that every student felt welcomed
back to spaces where they can
learn, grow, and thrive.

We are hopeful that fami-
lies will join us for our Back to
School Nights. These are sched-
uled for September 11, 2025 at
BBC, September 18, 2025 at
Memorial, and September 25,
2025 at the Junior-Senior High
School. Principals will send de-
tailed information to families as
the dates draw closer.

Welcome back to school. We
look forward to a productive and
exciting year together.
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‘ Licensed General Contractor in Massachusetts and Florida

Your Accessory Dwelling Unit Partner

Now, it’s law! Great news for Massachusetts homeowners!
The Massachusetts Affordable Home Act may empower you to build an Accessory Dwelling
Unit (ADU) up to 900 square feet on your single-family lot!* Whether you’re looking to create
an inviting in-law suite, a lucrative rental unit, or stylish backyard cottage, we are ready to
turn your vision into a reality. Maximize your property’s value and income potential with a top-
quality, professionally built ADU. Let’s get started! *Subject to local building codes/regs.
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Hopedale Public Schools Offers Meals at No Cost for All Students

Hopedale Public Schools participates in the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this program Hopedale JSHS, Memorial and Bright Beginnings offers
healthy meals every school day. The Commonwealth is supplementing National School Lunch Program funds to ensure all students have access to healthy school meals in Massachusetts, regardless of house-
hold income. We ask that families complete a Meal Benefit Application as this provides data for school funding and community resources. The results from each Meal Benefit Application is used to ensure
sustainability for this program.

Qualifications for children to receive free or reduced price meals include: belonging to a household whose income is at or below the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines, belonging to a household that
receives public assistance, or if the child is homeless, migrant, runaway, foster, or participates in a Head Start or Even Start pre-K program.

Household size and income criteria are used to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits if the household does not receive assistance or the children are not in the other categories men-
tioned above. Children can get free or reduced price meals if the household's gross income falls at or below the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guideline chart.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART For School Year 2024-2025
Maximum Household Income Eligible for Maximum Household Income Eligible for
Free Meals Reduced Price Meals
Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 $20,345 $1,696 $392 $28,953 $2,413 $557
2 27,495 2,292 529 39,128 3,261 753
3 34,645 2,888 667 49,303 4,109 949
4 41,795 3,483 804 59,478 4,957 1144
5 48,945 4,079 942 69,653 5,805 1,340
6 56,095 4,675 1,079 79,828 6,653 1,536
7 63,245 5,271 1,217 90,003 7,501 1,731
8 70,395 5,867 1,354 100,178 8,349 1,927
Each additional person: +7150 +596 +138 +10,175 +848 +196

To apply for free or reduced-price meals, households can fill out the application and return it to the school unless the household has already received notification that their children are approved for free
meals this year. Application forms are being distributed to all households with a letter informing households of the availability of free and reduced-price meals for their children and what is required to com-
plete on the application. Applications also are available Main office at each school, Hopedale Public Schools website, https://www.hopedaleschools.org/page/food-services.

Only one application is required for all children in the household and the information provided will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility and verification of data. Applications may be verified at
any time during the school year by the school or other program officials. An application for free or reduced-price benefits cannot be approved unless it contains complete eligibility information as indicated on
the application and instructions. In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age, or disability.

Families can apply for benefits at any time. If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school. Such changes may make the children
of the household eligible for benefits if the household's income falls at or below the Federal Guidelines. Contact Cheryl Bober 508-488-5625 or email chober@hopedaleschools.org at any time to request an
application.

Under the provisions of the free and reduced price policy, the Food Service Director will review applications and determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may
wish to discuss the decision with the determining official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to Lynne
Davis, 25 Adin Street Hopedale MA 01747, 508-488-5503

When known to Hopedale Public Schools households will be notified of their children’s eligibility for free meals if they are members of households receiving assistance from the:

- Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP);
- Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR); or
- Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), if the State program meets Federal standards.

An application is not required for free meal benefits for Assistance Program participants and all the children in the household are eligible for free meal benefits. If any children were not listed on the notice
of eligibility, or if a household does not receive a notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school to have free meal benefits extended to them. Participants in the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals, but they will need to turn in an application including household size and total income.

When known to Hopedale Public Schools households will also be notified of any child's eligibility for free meals if the individual child is considered “Other Source Categorically Eligible’, because the child is
categorized, as defined by law as:

- Foster

- Homeless,

- Migrant,

- Runaway,

- Enrolled in an eligible Head Start, or

- Enrolled in an eligible pre-kindergarten class.

If any children were not listed on the notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school about their eligibility through the list above, or should submit an income application.
Households notified of their children’s eligibility must contact the school if the household chooses to decline the benefits.
For more information, you may call Cheryl Bober at 508-488-5625 or e-mail at chober@hopedaleschools.org

Non-Discrimination Statement:

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must
contain the complainant's name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the
nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Bancroft Memorial Library

Library News
The Library will be closed on
Monday, September Ist for the
Labor Day weekend holiday.
Our Friday Regular Hours
(Ipm-5pm) resume on Septem-
ber 5th.

Cribbage Tournaments

We are excited to partner
with Blackstone Valley Libraries
to host Cribbage Tournaments!
Whether you're a seasoned pro
or a beginner, this event is open
to players of all levels. Enjoy an
evening of strategy, fun, and
great company! Registration is
mandatory; please contact the
hosting Library directly to sign
up.

At Bancroft Memorial Li-
brary, Wednesday, September
17th 5:30-7:30pm

At Millbury Public Library,
Wednesday, October 8th 5:30-
7:30pm

We are looking for suggestions!

As a community gathering
place, we welcome ideas from
residents for programs and pas-
sive activities - whether it’s a col-
oring/puzzle table, or space to
play Cribbage or Mahjong!

Helen Symonds Book Group -
Wednesday, September 3rd at
1:00pm

The group will be discussing
James by Percival Everett.

Community Conversations -
Wednesday, September 3rd at
6:30pm

Community Conversations
will meet in the Program Room
to talk about “Lessons on Tyr-
anny, Part II”. This meeting can
be attended via Zoom; please
email kbethel-penny@cwmars.
org to request the link.

News from the Friends of the
Hopedale Library:

The next Friends of the
Hopedale Library Meeting 1is
Wednesday, September 10th at
6:30pm.

Hopedale Day in the Park -
Saturday, September 20th from
10am to 4pm

Be sure to stop by our booth at
the Day in Park on the Hopedale
Community House lawn (NEW
location). We will have puzzles
and books for sale and our 125th
Anniversary Glass Ornaments!
These glass ornaments are per-
fect for your window or the
Christmas tree. The commemo-
rative ornaments are handcrafted
by Becker Glass and are available
in blue and clear for $20. They
also can be purchased at the Li-
brary during open hours.

Travels Through the Heart and
Soul of New England by Ted
Reinstein - Monday, September
29th at 6:30 pm

Join us as journalist and au-

When the right coverage counts
you can count on our
LOCAL, PERSONAL & KNOWLEDGEABLE
staff to take care of your
Home « Auto +Business » Life

ensen
heehan
Insuramce Agemcy

6 Congress St, Milford «

54 Cenfral 5§t Holliston

thor Ted Reinstein shares his
new book Travels Through the
Heart and Soul of New England:
Stories of Struggles, Resilience
and Triumph. Ted Reinstein
has spent 25 years covering New
England, sharing its rich history
and evolving character. Now, he
brings together his travels in one
heartfelt journey through all six
states, highlighting unforgettable
people and their surprising sto-
ries — tales of resilience, humor,
and hope that capture the true
spirit of New England and the
best of America. From a surfer
on New Hampshire’s short coast
to a one-man music museum
in Maine, treehouse dreams in
Vermont, and a Rhode Island
cartoonist spreading comfort
citywide — each story unfolds
in the voices of those who live
them. This is New England as
you've never seen it: honest, in-
timate, and full of unexpected
wonder. Books will be available
for purchase. To register for this
free program, please stop by the
Library, call 508-634-2209, or
sign up through the online pro-
gram calendar. This program is
funded in part by a grant from
the Hopedale Cultural Council,
alocal agency which is supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Book Donation Day - Wednesday,
September 24th from 5:30-7:30pm
The Friends of the Hopedale
Library would love your like-new
books for our Ongoing Book
Sale. Children’s books of any age
are welcome. Due to space con-
straints, we ask that adult books
be published within the last 10
years or later. Unfortunately, we
cannot accept old books, text-
books, or cookbooks. We depend
on books in saleable condition to
raise money to support our pro-

Honey Dew Fundraiser - Thursday,
October 2nd from 7am to 11am

Stop by either Milford Honey
Dew location for delicious coffee
and treats and help the Friends
of the Hopedale Library raise
funds for programs! No special
flyer or code needed. Honey
Dew Donuts is generously donat-
ing 10% of the sales. A big thank
you to them for their support of
our community!

FlowerPower.org Fundraiser
Please support The Friends of
the Hopedale Library by shop-
ping our FlowerPower.org fund-
raiser through October 15th! You
can order fall bulbs online and
have orders shipped directly to
you. The Friends of the Hoped-
ale Library earns 50% which
goes right back to the Library.
Shop at http://hopedalelibrary:.
fpfundraising.com.

Ongoing Book Sale

Did you know that you can
support the FIriends of the
Hopedale Library anytime the li-
brary is open by shopping at the
Ongoing Book sale? We offer a
selection of adult and children’s
titles, and even puzzles! You can
find the sale area downstairs just
outside the Program room. All
monies raised go back to the
Bancroft Memorial Library to
pay for children's and adult pro-
grams, museum passes and other
expenses not covered by the li-
brary budget. Thank you for
your support!

About the Friends of the Library
The Triends of the Hoped-
ale Library, founded in 1983, is
an active volunteer, non-profit
organization with a town-wide
membership and a representative
executive board. We work with
the library staff' and the trustees
to support the library in provid-

rials, and programs not covered
by the library's regular operat-
ing budget. The Friends of the
Hopedale Library meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month,
September through June at 6:30
pm. New members and ideas are
always welcome.

News from the Marjorie
Hattersley Children's Room:

Summer Reading 2025

Our Summer Reading Pro-
gram wrapped up on Friday,
August 15th and with over 330
participants, it was our most suc-
cessful summer yet! More than
132,000 reading minutes were
logged in the Children’s Room
— that’s the equivalent of 91
straight days of reading! A huge
thank you to our sponsors, read-
ers, and the entire community
for making this program possible
—we couldn’t do it without you!

Now accepting gently used
costumes and dress up clothes!

We are now accepting dona-
tions of gently used costumes and
dress-up clothes — from infant
to teen sizes — for a Halloween
Costume Swap! This program
allows kids to pick out “new-to-
them” Halloween costumes and
accessories. This is a fun way to
recycle costumes, reduce waste,
and offer affordable options for
our community. Stay tuned for
more information!

Just a reminder: There will be
no regular Children’s Programs
during September, as Miss Laura
prepares for her fall programs
that will begin in October.

For updates throughout the
month, Friend us on Facebook
and sign up at www.wowbrary.
org to discover the Library’s new-
est books, movies and music. Our
webpage 1s www.bancroftmeme-

gramming, ing funds for equipment, mate- moriallibraryorg
g@ @ &PE by Tim Jones
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Family-run Affordable Junk Removal

takes the stress out of cleanups

By CHrisTiE VOGT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whether it’s one old fridge
in the garage or an entire home
of unwanted goods, the team
at Affordable Junk Removal of-
fers a cost-efficient, stress-free
approach to waste manage-
ment. “You don’t lift a finger,”
says owner Jason Schadler, who
started the company along with
his wife Christine in 2005.

The business offers same-day
service for both residential and
commercial clients across east-
ern and central Massachusetts
and northern Rhode Island. In
addition to junk removal, the
company rents 15-yard dump-
sters.

As a family-owned and op-
erated company, Schadler says
Affordable Junk Removal has
lower overhead costs and is more
accessible than national com-
petitors. “I answer my phone
24 hours a day,” he says. “I was
on vacation in Italy and Portu-
gal, and I was still answering my
phone on the beach. When you
call us, you get me — not an au-
tomated machine!”

Schadler says the company
has an environmentally friendly
approach to disposal in which
it recycles items when possible,
properly disposes of non-recy-
clables and resells many items
at the Schadlers’ secondhand
store, Resellables. “We opened
that store in Bellingham because
we hated to see things thrown
away,” Schadler says. “We have
four kids and sustainability is ex-
tremely important to us.”

During the business's early
days, Schadler provided junk re-
moval on nights and weekends
when he wasn’t busy working at
a machine shop. Eventually, the
business grew into a full-time
endeavor, and the Schadlers in-
vested back into the company
with new equipment and tech-
niques. “When I first started,
for example, we didn’t have
any tarps. I'm driving around
and things are flying out of my
truck,” Schadler laughs. “I'm
like, ‘Oh my god, I need a tarp.”™

Schadler says his wife Chris-
tine “was equally as involved”
in getting the business off the
ground. “She handled the back-
end while I did the heavy lift-
ing, all while she was working at
EMC,” he says. “Fast forward 17
years, and we both work full time
managing the company as well
as other endeavors. Business is
doing great; it has grown tremen-
dously to a fleet of trucks and
dumpsters, and we’ve also been
able to buy a pizza place, The
Corner Market in Holliston.”

In addition to delivering an

Business

sptlight

in-demand service to the
community, Schadler is ap-
preciative that Affordable Junk
Removal has helped provide
a work-life balance that suits
his family. “It allows me to be
able to do what I like doing and
spend time with my kids,” he
says. “I'm home to see my babies
play softball and do all that stuff.
We are also able to give back to
the communities we serve.”

As for Hopedale in par-
ticular, Schadler says they are
proud to have many repeat cus-
tomers and friends in the area.
The Schadlers live in nearby
Milford and have coached and
sponsored many youth sports
activities in both Hopedale and
Milford.

One of the best parts of his
job, Schadler says, is meeting
and getting to know new people
and developing relationships

DOGGIE DAYCARE LUXURY BOARDING

Doggie Daycare where your furry kids
can'relax & have'fun
Luxury Modern'Dog Boarding'at
our Doggie Chalet

Voted Best of the Best!
BEST PET SERVICE

A Rt
CALL‘or EmailiTODAY/!

508-478-6390

Family@PawsBedandBiscuit.com

[JiRawsBedandBiscuit:comMIk97 MillvilleRoad; Mendon/|I'508:478-6390

THE PAWS.
BED & BISCUIT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children, started

Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.

with returning customers. “We
are really grateful for the repeat
business and the chance to form
connections with residents across
the MetroWest area,” he says.

To receive a free junk removal
estimate, call 774-287-1133 or
visit affordablejunkremoval.
com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

e

Hopedale Mini-Storage

Storage For All Your Needs

Located at 6 Business Way in Hopedale

(508) 478-6996 or (888) 317-4910

Open 7 Days a Week
Security Fence & Lighting
Month-to-Month Leasing
Commercial & Residential

Three Unit Sizes

Insurance Available
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Popsicles with the Prmqpal Welcomes BBC Families Back to School

The start of a new school
year 1s always filled with excite-
ment, anticipation, and a touch
of nerves. At the Bright Begin-
nings Center, the preschool for
the Hopedale Public Schools,
families were given the perfect
opportunity to ease into the tran-
sition with a warm and welcom-
ing community event: Popsicles
with the Principal.

Held on the school’s play-
ground, this back-to-school
gathering invited preschoolers
and their families to meet Prin-
cipal Kristen Poisson and get
acquainted with School Facility
Dog Sunny. Designed to be infor-
mal and family-friendly, the event
provided a relaxed setting where
parents, caregivers, and children
could connect with one another
while enjoying popsicles under
the late-summer sun.

Principal Poisson shared that
the goal of the event was to build
a bridge between home and
school, setting a positive tone for

the year ahead. “Starting pre-
school is such a big step for chil-
dren and their families,” she said.
“We want our youngest learners
to feel comfortable and confident
as they walk through our doors.
Popsicles with the Principal gives
everyone a chance to meet me,
meet Sunny, and meet each other
before the first day.”

Children were especially ex-
cited to spend time with Sunny,
the school’s beloved facility dog,

BBC families enjoy the school playground while at Popsicles with the
Principal

who has become a calming and
cheerful presence throughout the
building. Sunny greeted students
with tail wags and snuggles, help-
ing ease any first-day jitters be-
fore they even began. For many
children, their first “official”
school memory now includes a
popsicle in one hand and Sunny’s
paw or nose nudging the other.
The playground setting also
allowed children to explore a
space they will soon call their

own. Families could watch their
children climb, slide, and laugh
with new classmates, while par-
ents and guardians had the
chance to meet one another.
Conversations among families
often included shared hopes for
the school year, introductions of
siblings, and plenty of smiles.

For BBC staft, the event high-
lighted the importance of com-
munity partnership. Preschool is
not just a place where children
learn academic and social skills—
it is often a family’s first experi-
ence with the Hopedale Public
Schools. As classroom teacher
Lizzie Reardon said at the event,
"By creating opportunities for
personal connections early, we
can strengthen our relationships
with families. We love seeing our
new and returning families come
together."

The popsicles themselves
provided a lighthearted touch,
bringing joy and simplicity to
the day. As Principal Poisson

noted, “Sometimes the best way
to welcome families is through
something small and fun—Iike
sharing a popsicle together. It’s a
way to remind our students that
school is a place where they will
be cared for, supported, and cel-
ebrated.”

As the event came to a close,
families left with sticky fingers,
happy smiles, and a stronger
sense of belonging. The excite-
ment of a new year at Bright
Beginnings Center was already
buzzing, with children talking
about their new friends, parents
feeling reassured about their
choice of school, and Sunny
contentedly resting after a busy
evening of tail wags.

The Popsicles with the Principal
tradition, now in its fifth year, has
quickly become a hallmark of
the Bright Beginnings Center ex-
perience—one that embodies the
school’s commitment to fostering
connection, joy, and confidence
in every young learner.

Hopedale Schools Family Engagement Center

HOPEDALE UNITARIAN PARISH

WITH THE REVEREND STEPHEN COOK

HWE

AU are Weleome!

A Unitarian Universalist
faith dedicatfed to the
principles of peace,
equality, and justice

65 Hopedale $t., Hopedale, MA

Also livestreamed on our Facebook page
facebook.com/HopedaleUU

EVERY SUNDAY AT 1O:30AM

We are excited to announce
the opening of our new Family
Engagement Center, made pos-
sible through a generous state
budget earmark supported by
our local legislators, State Rep-
resentative Brian Murray and
Senator Ryan Fattman.

This new space, transformed
from a large storage closet on the
third floor of the Junior-Senior
High School, will serve as a wel-
coming hub for families across
our district.

The center will be used for
new student registration and
will offer a variety of support
services to help connect families
with resources and strengthen
the home-school partnership. We
are deeply grateful for the fund-
ing that allowed us to create this
important and inclusive space for
our community.

n -

Take a look at our before and

after photos, or feel free to stop
by for a visit.

If your family needs any sup-
port, please email Sara Gerges
at sgerges@hopedaleschools.org.
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Your Money, Your Independence

Navigating College Admissions with Financial Planning

Glenn Brown, CFP

The college admissions pro-
cess can feel overwhelming for
both students and parents.

From understanding early
application options to maximiz-
ing financial aid and planning
for expenses, every decision
matters. Let’s break down key
aspects to help families make
confident, informed choices.

Early Action vs. Early Decision

These two common early ap-
plication paths are typically due
around November 1, but they
work very differently:

Early Action (EA): Students
apply earlier and receive admis-
sions decisions sooner, without
any binding commitment. EA
applicants can apply to multiple
schools and compare offers be-
fore deciding.

Early Decision (ED): A bind-
ing commitment—if admit-
ted, students must attend. ED
can improve acceptance odds
because schools see these ap-
plicants as highly motivated.
However, families must request
merit aid at the time of applica-
tion; later financial aid concerns
can jeopardize an acceptance.

Maximizing Merit-Based Aid
Merit aid is awarded for
academic, athletic, or artistic
achievements rather than finan-
cial need. To improve chances:

Look Beyond Trophy
Schools. Highly competitive
universities offer little merit aid
because of their abundant ap-
plicant pools. Instead, consider
niche colleges or specialized
programs where your student’s
strengths stand out.

Build Recruiter Relation-
ships. Merit decisions often
hinge on personal connections.
Encourage students to reach out
to local recruiters, share inter-
ests, and stay in touch. These
relationships can lead to intro-
ductions with faculty and admis-
sions staff. When students apply,
they should express enthusiasm
directly—making their case for
both admission and merit sup-
port.

Let Students Lead. Recruiters
prefer authentic student voices.
Parents should support, but avoid
writing, editing, or speaking on
behalf of the student.

Making the Most of 529 Plans

A 529 plan offers tax-free
growth and withdrawals when
used for qualified education ex-
penses. To use funds effectively:

Adjust Investments Over
Time: As college approaches,
consider shifting a portion of
funds into more stable invest-
ments—such as bonds or money
markets—to reduce volatility.

Stick to Qualified Expenses:
Withdrawals must cover costs
like tuition, fees, books, and
room and board. Non-qualified
expenses can trigger taxes and
penalties.

Understanding Loan Options
Loans can help bridge finan-
cial gaps, but terms vary widely.
Federal Student Loans: Typi-
cally lower interest rates and
flexible repayment terms. In-
cludes Direct Subsidized Loans
(interest covered while in school)
and Direct Unsubsidized Loans
(interest accrues immediately).
Parent PLUS Loans: Federal
loans taken by parents. They

GIULIANO /N 4

g

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING oS

DECKS ¢ KITCHEN REMODELS « ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS « ROOFING
SIDING * WINDOWS ¢ GUTTERS

ENTRY DOORS ¢« DORMERS « AND MORE!

774-573-9811

FREE ESTIMATES » REFERENCES AVAILABLE ¢ LICENSED & INSURED

carry fixed interest rates and re-
payment flexibility, but parents
assume the debt burden.

Private Loans: Offered by
banks and lenders. Usually
higher interest rates and fewer
protections, making them a last
resort.

Policy Update: Student Loan
Reform

For the first time in years,
Congress—not just executive
orders—has taken the lead on
student loan reform.

The One Big Beautiful Bill
(OBBB) changes the “blank-
check” borrowing effect:

Parent PLUS Loans: Borrow-
ing is now capped at $20,000
per year and $65,000 total for
parents of undergraduates.

Graduate Loans: Master’s/
general graduate programs
are now $20,500 annually and

$100,000 lifetime, while profes-
sional programs (e.g, law, medi-
cine) are $30,000 per year and
$200,000 total.

Undergraduate Loans: Fx-
isting limits remain unchanged
at §12,500 annually and $57,500
aggregate.

By placing borrowing caps,
OBBB shifts responsibility back
to universities to manage af-
fordability, rather than allowing
unlimited borrowing. It’s a step
toward addressing the root cause
of rising education costs—not
just the symptoms.

Final Thoughts

Families who plan ahead—
by understanding application
strategies, targeting schools
wisely, and exploring funding
options—set themselves up for
both financial stability and a
smoother transition into col-

lege life. Tor tailored guidance,
talk to your Certified Financial
Planner.

The opinions voiced in this
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston
resident and owner of Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only
Certified Iinancial Planner™
helping motivated people take
control of their planning and
investing, so they can balance
kids, aging parents and financial
independence.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our adverlisers. The adverliser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249
43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

Don’t stand in line!

ONLINE ORDERING
AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com

Open Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Receive 10% off any cake

with this coupon
All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 9-30-2025

“ Roofing
4 Siding

4. Gutters
4 Windows
4 Doors

4 Skylights

LICENSED | INSURED |

OUR SERVICES

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

NOW OFFERING DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB

Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

E FREE SMALL COFFEE

Mutfnhousecafe | with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

| =

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
S99 Service Calls

325 N. Main Street, Natick

(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655

FALL MENU

NOW AVAILABLE

Breakfast and Lunch Sandwiches

Expires 9-30-2025 HOP !

4 Gutter Cleaning

4 Small Leaks

4. Ventilation Questions
“4 Flashing Repairs

e
CONNELL

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS

CERTIFIED

181-444-15717

www.ConnellRoofing.com
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Innovative Opportunltles at Hopedale Junior-Senior High School

Hopedale Junior-Senior High
School continues to expand inno-
vative opportunities that prepare
students for success in college, ca-
reers, and beyond. Students now
have access to a growing number
of authentic learning experi-
ences, including hands-on proj-
ects, real-world problem-solving,
and community-based learning
and we continue to build new
opportunities each year. Dual en-
rollment courses allow students
to earn college credit while still
in high school, offering a head
start on postsecondary educa-
tion. In addition, the develop- T, e
ment of innovative pathways, ‘ / = LA P‘ TH F q EED
focused on healthcare, business, LN O3 "'\1')" R Fa IRE
and technology, provide students a4 . “ = 7
with targeted learning aligned to \
their interests and future goals.
These programs reflect the dis-
trict’s commitment to personal-
1zed, forward-thinking education.

Hopedale High School
Career Fair

Development of the Center
for Innovation, Research, and
Creativity (CIRC) at Memorial

This summer, the media cen-
ter at Memorial Elementary
School was transformed into
the Center for Innovation, Re-
search, and Creativity (CIRC),
an exciting new space designed
to spark curiosity and support
hands-on learning. The CIRC
will provide all students with ac-
cess to STEM-focused activities,
creative problem-solving oppor-

REACH MORE THAN 182,000 WITH OUR ANNUAL

Foliday Guides

This holiday season, showcase your business in our Holiday Guides -

a special pull-out section. Drive shoppers to your door with great gift ideas,
catering options and everything to make the holidays joyful and bright!

Coming in November and December!

ZONE 1: REACH 77,681
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, Holden,
Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Sutton, Uxbridge and Webster

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale,
Medway, Mendon, Milford, Millis, Natick, Norfolk,
Norwood, Upton and Wrentham

DON’TMISS OUT!

Reservation deadlines:

October 8th for November issue
November 5th for December issue
Save 10% when you commit to both Guides!

Reserve your space today by contacting Susanne Odell Farber
at 508-954-8148 or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com

localtownpagesiMli

TheYankeeXpress
BLACKSTONE VALLEYXpress

FREE PRESS

tunities, and innovative resources
that encourage exploration and
discovery. In addition to new
furniture which was donated to
the district, staff members wrote
grants to secure new and exciting
equipment such as a 3-D printer
and a wide format printer. This
transformation reflects Memo-
rial’s commitment to developing
critical skills in young learners
and creating dynamic, engag-
ing learning environments that
inspire future-ready thinking.
These innovative experiences
will lead directly into the innova-
tive pathway opportunities that
await our students at the JSHS.
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Sports

Colin Haynes looking To Lead Hopedale On The Links

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Last fall the Hopedale golf
team were co-champions of the
Dual Valley Conference, finished
third at the District Tournament
and found themselves one shot
short of advancing to the State
Tournament. Coach Brett Boyd
called it a successful season after
having lost four seniors who
helped the Blue Raiders to the
best season in school history.

This year Hopedale will be
looking to continue their success,
while hoping to improve upon
their post-season play. Senior co-
captain Trevor Lachiatto will be
relied heavily this fall to keep the
team in the hunt once again tee-
ing off in the number two slot.

“Two years ago with the
group of seniors we really didn’t
have to rely on Trevor and he
could just go about his business
and do his thing,” Coach Boyd
said. “Last year he put too much
pressure on himself with expec-
tations, this year I expect him to
settle in and help these kids per-
form as a team.”

Another senior, Brady Wajda,
will follow Lachiatto on the tee as
the team’s number three golfer.
Boyd loves the seniors determi-
nation and mentality moving
past his mistakes and is looking
forward to what he’ll be able to
give the team this year. Round-
ing out the top six will be senior
Dylan Ferris, junior Jacob Whyte
and sophomore Cam Vaillette.
The trio of golfers have all shown
flashes of putting together solid
rounds but occasionally still find
themselves having issues on the
course in some form. Boyd be-
lieves that they are all capable of
lowering their scores this season.

Hopedale will open the season
in late August and will have com-
pleted seven matches before the
first week of September.

While the Blue Raiders two
through six golfers will be looked
upon to help get the squad into
he post-season; its main golfer
will be co-captain Colin Haynes.
The team’s number one golfer
has been a team medalist in every
match last year, including 14 out
of 16 as a match medalist and
was named the DVC’s Player of
the Year last fall as a sophomore.

“As a freshman playing with
seniors during his first season
Colin continuously found him-
self playing as our number two
or number three that year,” the
Hopedale Coach said. “Being
so young, he really didn’t have a
voice on the team, but over the
years he has become an incred-
ible leader. The way he talks to
the younger kids is phenomenal.”

Last year Haynes was by far
the team’s number one golfer
and was ready to put the team
on his shoulders.

Golf was something that had
been in Haynes’ family for sev-
eral generations and his dad,
who Haynes said was very good,
taught him everything growing
up. It was around the age of 13
he began committing himself
more to golf.

“I was playing baseball as well
as golf and although I was one
of the better baseball players at
that age, but I found that I put up
even better performances at ju-
nior golf tournaments,” he said.

“That summer before seventh
grade I figured I was wasting my
time with baseball, especially if I
wanted to play golf in college, so
I quit baseball.”

Upon entering the Hoped-
ale Jr/Sr High School Haynes
was named the teams number
two golfer while shooting an
average of 44 per round. Being
the youngest athlete on the golf
course was very intimidating to
the seventh grader, but his team-
mates had his back and helped

the youngster get through the
season and all its difficulties.

“Being the team’s number
two golfer was some big shoes
to fill and it was an important
spot on the team,” Haynes said.
“I was nervous and it did put a
lot of pressure on me that year,
but I just learned to shutoff the
background noise going into
matches.”

Over the next two seasons the
Blue Raiders found themselves
with overall good teams, while
Haynes continued to improve

his game as well. Playing along-
side of Lucas Levasseur Haynes
learned a lot from the team’s
number one golfer.

“Lucas showed me what it
would take if I wanted to be a
college level player,” he said. “A
lot of golf is mental. You can
have all the skills in the world,
but it all comes down to what you
have between your ears and can
you avoid the mistakes.”

Last year as a sophomore

)

N

Haynes qualified for the Indi-
vidual State Tournament with
an average of 36 throughout the
season and was named the DVC
Player of the Year, something
that blew him away.

“It was rally important being
named the Player of the Year in
the conference,” he said. “Playing
in my fourth season in the DVC
and having strong bonds with all
the coaches it really meant a lot
for them to vote for me.”

As he enters his junior season
Haynes doesn’t want to look to
far ahead. He is hoping that he
can once again help his team put
together yet another successful
regular season, qualify for the
post-season and win the District
Tournament.

Last year the Blue Raiders
top four golfers tied Ayer-Shir-
ley’s top four golfers so it went to
a card off and Hopedale’s fifth
golfer was edged out by Ayer-
Shirley’s fifth golfer. Haynes
would like another shot to avenge
last year’s narrow loss at the Dis-
trict Tournament.

Although he still has two
years to complete at Hopedale,
the junior is already looking into
playing collegiate golf once he
graduates. Haynes is looking at
all three divisions and everything
will all depend on the school
and what they have to offer. Al-
though everything is on the table,
he is looking to stay in the New
England area when he eventu-
ally makes his final decision on
where to continue his schooling
and golf career.

Steve'’s Corner Barbershop

e —
I

v 774-486-9681 [

%Wednesday Special N

$15 HAIRCUTS!

4 Evergreen Lane, Unit #1 Hopedale, MA 01747

Steve Guiliani...Master Barber

Hours: Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9:30am to 5pm; Wed. 12 to 6pm; Sat. 8am to 1pm
WE ARE SPECIAL NEEDS-FRIENDLY
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By: Rocer M. KaLpawy, M.D.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center
has been serving the community
with advanced, compassion-
ate eye care for more than four
decades. With a staff of 59, an
award-winning surgery center in
Milford, and offices in Milford,
Franklin, and now two new lo-
cations in Hopkinton and Med-
field, we are proud to be one of
the leading eye care centers in
Massachusetts. We are also one
of the few ophthalmology prac-
tices in the state to own and oper-
ate our own surgical facility, the
Cataract Surgery Center of Mil-
ford. This means patients can re-
ceive world-class cataract surgery
close to home. Our team includes
fellowship-trained ophthalmolo-
gists and five optometrists, offer-
ing eyecare for the entire family.

Living Healthy

Decades of Service to the Community and 2 New Offices

Meet Our Providers

Roger Kaldawy, M.D.

Dr. Kaldawy is an eye phy-
sician, surgeon, and corneal
specialist. He trained at the
University of Rochester and the
University of Iowa, later serv-
ing as Assistant Professor at Bos-
ton University. With more than
32,000 surgeries performed, he
ploneered corneal transplants,
mnovative glaucoma surgery, ad-
vanced implants, and bladeless
femtosecond cataract surgery in
the region. He has trained nu-
merous physicians and has been
featured in many news articles
including on Channel 5. He also
serves as Medical Director of the
Cataract Surgery Center of Mil-
ford.

Mark D. Barsamian, D.O.
Dr. Barsamian is a vitreo-

retinal specialist afhliated with
UMass Memorial Medical
Center. He earned his DO de-
gree from the Chicago College
of Osteopathic Medicine and
completed a two-year fellowship
in vitreoretinal surgery at Ohio
State University. With over 20
years of experience, he is board-
certified and active in multiple
professional societies. He also
teaches as a Clinical Instructor
of Surgery at Brown University.
Patients value his expertise, com-
passion, and dedication.

Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. Liu graduated from
Northwestern University and
Rutgers New Jersey Medical
School, where she was elected
to Alpha Omega Alpha. She
completed residency at Albany
Medical Center, where she was
Chief Resident, and a fellowship

Optical

Shop
On-Site

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

Mark Barsamian, D.0.

Shalin Zia, 0.D.

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Saturday &

e A

Donald L. Conn, 0.D.

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.
508-473-7939

EYE CENTER
SUMMER: BLINK AND YOU MISS IT
SCHEDULE YOUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL EYE EXAM TODAY!
NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES

Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. PurviPatel, 0.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

MEDFIELD OFFICE  SURGERY CENTER MILFORD|
258 Main St.
508-528-3344

After Hours
Available

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

145 West St.
508-381-6040

MILFORD FRANKLIN

EYE CENTER

'h“-

~._ HOPKINTON

MEDFIELD

EXPANDS TO 2
NEW OFFICES

in Cornea and Anterior Seg-
ment Surgery at Tufts. Her ex-
pertise includes cataract surgery
with ORA, corneal transplants
(DMEK, DSEK, PK), keratoco-
nus treatment, glaucoma MIGS,
ocular surface tumors, and pte-
rygia. She is board-certified by
the American Board of Oph-
thalmology:.

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Dr. Zia earned her Doctor of
Optometry from Indiana Uni-
versity. She provides care for
patients of all ages, specializing
in routine vision exams, contact
lenses, and management of eye
disease.

Michael Adams, O.D.

Dr. Adams graduated from
John Carroll University, com-
pleted a Master’s in Biochemis-
try at Ohio State, and earned his
optometry degree from the New
England College of Optometry:.
He has advanced training in cor-
neal pathology, specialty contact
lenses, and ocular disease.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Dr. Conn received his optom-
etry degree from the New Eng-
land College of Optometry and
completed a residency in Ocular
Disease and Primary Care at the
Bedford VA. He provides care to
both adult and pediatric patients.

Purvi Patel, O.D.

Dr. Patel earned her Doctor of
Optometry at SUNY and com-
pleted a residency in Ocular Dis-
ease. A Fellow of the American
Academy of Optometry, she has
held leadership roles at Boston
community health centers and
focuses on diabetes, glaucoma,
and community-based care.

New Offices: Expanding
to Serve the Community

Boston Eyes in Hopkinton
Located at 66 Main Street,

our new Hopkinton office of-

fers comprehensive eye exams,

EYES

continued on page 13
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Senior Center News

Flu shot

Free flu shot clinics will be
held on Thursday, October 9,
and Thursday, October 23, from
4 to 6 PM, in the Hopedale High
School cafeteria.

Bring your health insurance
and/or Medicare cards. Note:
HMO and Medicare Advan-
tage Plan insurances are not ac-
cepted.

Wear a short-sleeved top. Pre-
registration is not required, but
registration will be required at
the clinic.

Flu shots are available for
those five years old and up. The
over-65 flu vaccine will be avail-
able, as will the Covid vaccine.
Pre-registration is required for
the Covid vaccine two weeks be-
fore the clinic.

For more information or
questions, call the Hopedale Se-
nior Center: 508 — 634—2208.

Veterans Day Signs

Signs for the Hopedale veter-
ans for the Community Center
and Senior Center lawns dis-
play on Veterans Day are avail-
able by calling the senior center:
508-634-2208. The veteran
must be a resident of Hopedale
or, if deceased, must have been
a resident.

Art show

Hopedale watercolor art class
art show 1is going to be held on
Thursday, September 25, at 6:30
PM, in the Hopedale Senior
Center.

UMass Amherst Announces
Spring 2025 Grads

Approximately 5,000 stu-
dents received bachelor’s degrees
in over 100 majors at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst’s
Undergraduate Commencement
on May 16, 2025 at the McGuirk
Alumni Stadium.

Below is a list of students from
your area that received a bach-

clor's degree from the University
of Massachusetts Amherst:

Hopedale, MA

Christian Matthew Antonioli
Isabella Paige Killarney
Katherine Geraldine Mooney
Jenna P Sacco

Tyler Small

EYES
continued from page 12

contact lens services, surgical
consultations, and a curated
eyewear selection. With a con-
nection to Hopkinton for more
than 24 years, we bring the same
advanced care found at Boston’s
top centers directly to the com-
munity.

Boston Eyes in Medfield - Millis

Our newest office serves Med-
field, Millis, Dover, Sherborn,
and Westwood. This renovated,
convenient location provides eye
exams for adults and children,
contact lens fittings, surgical con-
sultations, and care for cataracts,
glaucoma, diabetes, and retina
conditions.

Why Choose Milford-
Franklin Eye Center

At Milford-Iranklin Eye Cen-
ter, we treat every patient like
family. Our results rival those of
major Boston hospitals, and we
provide same-day emergency
care, Saturday appointments,
and a full-service optical shop

with an on-site lab. New patients
even receive a complimentary
pair of select glasses.

We are especially proud of
our state-licensed and QUAD
A-accredited, state-of-the-art
surgery center in Milford. Unlike
other practices that may perform
cataract surgery in an office set-
ting without anesthesia staff and
without IV sedation, our patients
have access to a fully accredited
surgical facility close to home. At
the Cataract Surgery Center of
Milford, your safety comes first:
all patients receive IV sedation
for comfort, and every surgery is
staffed with an anesthesiologist.

Most importantly, we live in
the same communities we serve.
Whether in the office, at the local
supermarket, or in the ER at 1
a.m., our focus remains on you,
your vision, and delivering world-
class care close to home.

For more detalils, see our ad on
previous page.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of this article.

Harvest Fest Sept. 20 In Bellingham

Harvest Fest is making a come-
back in Bellingham.

The event, a family-focused
activity, 1s scheduled for Saturday;,
Sept. 20, at Bellingham’s Town
Common from 11 am to 3 pm. A
rain date, if needed, is Sept. 27.
The town’s two Baptist Churches
— First Baptist Church and Bible
Baptist Church — are organizing
the day’s activities.

Harvest Fest began in 2017 and
had a three-year run until Covid-
19 forced the two churches to cur-
tail the program. It’s being revived
after a five-year absence.

For the youth, there will be
pony rides, an obstacle course,
gymnastic and karate exhibitions,
and other exciting activities. A
Christian concert 1s also scheduled.

Many vendors will be on hand
to promote and sell their products.
The churches are still seeking spon-
sors and vendors (fee for vendors is
$20). If interested contact Pastor
Baron Rodrigues at 508 844-1843.

After expenses are paid (po-
lice detail, permits, entertainment
costs, etc.), any funds remaining
will go to area food pantries.

Download the FREE myQ® app

o
P> Google Play

See clearly. Close securely.

Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime.

Model 84505R

UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Your trusted local professional service & installer.

LiftMaster

Family-Owned since 1992

@& JolicoeuP

OVERHEAD DOORS

745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-4522 . www.mygaragedoor.com

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.

Apple, the Applelogo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523 | LiftMaster.com | Wi-Fi'is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

Call or visit our website today

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS

Thermostats

Thermometers

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

© {

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Mercury Switches

e )

Fluorescent
Lamps

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
’ INNOVATIONS
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Hopedale Senior Center Calendar of Activities - September 2025

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 2 3 4 5

CLOSED FOR 9:00 am Walking Grp.
R — 11:00 am Meditation 10:00 am Watercolor R
12:30pm Mah-Jongg 12:30 pm Cribbage Class 2:00
12:30pm  Bridge 1:00 pm Tai Chi r 00 P
6:30 pm Let’s Talk
About It
8 9 10 11 12
9:00am Free 9:30 am Nurse Clinic 9:00 am Walking
aed 9:00am Pilates 10:00 am LowImpact Group 10:00 am Low Impact
9:00am Bridge 12:30 pm Mah-Jongg Exercise Exercise
10:00am LowImpact = 12:30 pm Bridge 1100 am d Mag o 10:00 am Watercolor ST T e
Exercise ; Class _
12:00am Mah Jongg s s b 1:00pm Tai Chi atizs0.pm
12:30 pm BINGO e 8
15 16 17 18 19
9:00am Free 10:00 am Low Impact 9:00 am Walking
paneis 9:00am Pilates Exercise Group 10:00am Low Impact
2:00am{ Bridge 12:30 pm Mah-Jongg 11:00 am Meditation Exercise
10:00am Low Impact 12:30 pm Bridge 11:15am Dean Bank 10:00 am Watercolor
Exercise 3:30 pm Dance Fratdandicen Class .
12:00am Mah Jongg Presentation 1:00 pm Tai Chi senionCentercloses
12:30pm Cribbage gaopm et s Tak ehsct
12:30 pm BINGO About it
22 23 24 25 26
> 00 amaphree 9:00am Pilates 10:00 am Low Impact ~ 9:00am Walking 10:00am  Low Impact
FLSE 12:30 pm Mah-Jongg Exercise Group Exercise
9:00 am Bridge 12:30pm Bridge 11:00 am| Meditation 10:00 am Watercolor
10:00 am IE-OW et 12:30pm Cribbage Class Senior Center closes
xercise :
3:30 pm Dance 1:00 pm Movie .
12:00 pm Lunch @ TYRTELD 1:00 pm Tai Chi gt12:00pm
Senior Center 6:30 pm Art Show
12:00 am Mah Jongg
12:30 pm BINGO
29 30
9:00am Free 9:00 am Pilates
Pa.nera 12:30 pm Mah-Jongg
9:00am  Bridge 12:30pm Bridge
10:00 am Low Impact 3:30 pm Dance

Exercise

12:00 am Mah Jongg
12:30 pm BINGO
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Real Ectate Corner

Recent Home Sales

Date Hopedale Amount
08/15/2025 6 Crockett Circle $629,000
08/11/2025 192 Laurelwood Drive $430,000
08/08/2025 77 Mill Street $750,000
07/31/2025 168 Laurelwood Drive $390,000
07/30/2025 2 Northrop Street $329,000
07/25/2025 121 Mill Street $565,000
07/23/2025 3 Five Bancroft Park $700,000

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Loo

Contact
———re
Susanne Odell Farber

at 508-954-8148
or by email at

sodellconsult.com

The 3-bed, 3-bath, 2,009-square-foot unit at 121 Mill Street in Hopedale recently sold for
$565,000. Image credit: www.zillow.com Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Graphic Design
Sports Banners

Brochures
Postcards
Direct Mail'Solutions PP —

H H rint and Mail Specialis
Every Door, Direct Mail =28 Ei) 5 D TR
Books : . & ':.-.:__. . 594 . Stradivarius § 508-254-2241
Lawn Signs I’g)*‘:_gmmﬁr* _‘_ .I _ BLACK LABEL r_
C 3 l en d ars ‘:’[- rP‘_ LH] 5 ,.: olby Y ___' o L2 r TOWH

. - M T -/HOUSE & ROOF|. | PUBLISHING

Posters a8 LR =G =
MR 1 ' - 8 U2 BREES — -

Swag - T g S 4| B 508.944 t6aq|
and so much more!. |

ourtownpublishing.com
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Invested in Every
Student’s Success

At Dean, potential is just the start.
Faculty mentors, hands-on learning, and
career-focused programs turn ambition
into achievement and students into
confident professionals.

From day one, you’'ll have the guidance and
experiences to launch a lifetime of purpose.

of graduates employed or in

See what'’s possible 9 6 % graduate school within one

e G year of earning their degree

.
=
_-,;..__:‘

FINANCING ) A o
AVAILABLE LN Lifetime

- 12 Months ' e Roof Guarantee
* No Interest = '1:'!; ":' AN Get a FREE Upgrade to a
* No Payments PR,

* Free Estimates .' .' ' I CertainTeed

» Get Instant Estimate Online i | | SAINT-GOBAIN
@ https://robertevansjrinc.com/

Or Call Lifetime Guarantee

508_877_3500 : RC Exp. September 30,2025

o Offers May Not be Combined
Millis, MA 02054

ROOFING, SIDING, WINDOWS & MORE

Fully Licensed & Insured

CSL 056746 EST. 1992

HIC 108807 y
Q? Full Roof "

5°0 Replacement 'y
5 On 28 Square Feet or More /
Exp. September 30, 2025 _Offers May Not be Combined

ROOFING - SIDING - WINDOWS




