
By Theresa Knapp
On Aug. 10, the Mendon 

Council on Aging and the Friends 
of  Mendon Elders hosted a Se-
nior Tea for Mendon seniors aged 

Southwick’s Zoo welcomes 
newborn giraffe

Mendon Senior Center
celebrates seniors 85
and better

Southwick’s Zoo is thrilled to 
announce the birth of  a baby 
giraffe, born Aug. 11, 2025, and 
already standing tall as the new-
est member of  the zoo’s family. 
The healthy calf, measuring 
just over five feet at birth, is a 
remarkable addition to New 
England’s largest zoo and ar-
rives during a year of  special 
celebration for the zoo’s 60th 
anniversary.

“This birth is a very spe-
cial moment for our zoo and 
our community,” said Betsey 
Brewer, Zoological Director 
and Executive Vice President at 
Southwick’s Zoo.

The calf  was born to Molly, 
who herself  was hand-raised at 
Southwick’s Zoo after she was 
too weak to nurse as a newborn. 

Mendon Senior Center hosted its annual Senior Tea on Aug. 10 for Mendon 
seniors aged 85 and over. Attendees included (front, L to R) Judith Violet, 
Frank Halsing, Pat Randor, Joan Marino, Dick Chace, and Max Grady. (back, 
L to R) Walter Unruh, Honey Vartabedian, Ann Halsing, Kay Holmes, Betsy 
Edsall, Warren Goodnow, John Palumbo, Lois Baldiga, and Bob Baldiga. 
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85 and over. 
The event was funded by the 

Friends of  Mendon Elders. 
GIRAFFE
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LABOR DAY
SALES EVENT

★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
MONTH- 

LONG 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
SEVEN BRANDS // BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 

 
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $15,000 
or as much as 15% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!

our  

BIGGEST SALE 
OF THE YEAR!

FIND
US ON:

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell
ABR, ASP, SRS, GREEN, SRES, MBA

Let our 23+ years of experience & top tier
marketing help you sell for more!

ROBYN: 774-573-1336 • RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com • SEAN: 774-696-6402  
Helping families buy & sell homes with care, strategy & results

Considering a Move this Fall?

PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters   ••   Boilers   ••   Sinks   ••   Toilets
Showers   ••   Filtration Systems

Custom Outdoor Showers   ••   Repairs & More

CALL or TEXT: 508.474.5434
DailyPipeCo@gmail.comDailyPipeCo@gmail.com    ••    DailyPipePlumbing.comDailyPipePlumbing.com

10% DISCOUNT for First Responders, Military & Teachers
FULLY LICENSED (LIC. 34447) & INSURED 

PLUMBING & HEATING



For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Dottie Leighton, Mendon’s
oldest resident, dies at age 99

On Aug. 4, Mendon has lost its oldest resident, 
Dorothy “Dottie” Leighton, who was 99 years young.  

Dottie (1926-2025) was a lover of  dance, an active 
member of  the Senior Center, Senior of  the Year in 
2020, and a long-time senior worker in the abate-
ment program, among other distinctions. She was 
awarded Mendon’s Boston Post Cane in 2022. She 
was a past member of  the Mendon Council on Aging 
and a past member of  the Mendon Baptist Church. 

According to her obituary, “Dottie had many 
achievements during her lifetime her greatest achieve-
ment was her family especially when her son became 
a Mendon Police Officer and when her daughter 
graduated from Dean College. She was proud of  
every accomplishment her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren made and was always pres-
ent for those accomplishments.”

To read her full obituary, visit https://legcy.
co/46ggg8k. 

Dorothy E. Leighton, 99, died in 
August. Dottie received Mendon’s 
“Boston Post Cane” in 2022 as 
Mendon’s oldest resident. Photo 
source: www.legacy.com 

Upton Senior Center
news for September 2025

Pen Pal Program Info Ses-
sion Monday, Sept. 15 at 1 p.m. 

Are you an Upton Senior 
interested in becoming pen 
pals with a local 3rd grade stu-
dent? To learn more about the 
program, please attend our up-
coming information session on 
Monday, Sept. 15 at 1 p.m. in 
the Greatroom. If  you are inter-
ested in participating this year, 
we strongly encourage you to 
attend this information session 
to secure your spot on our grow-
ing list! Space in the program is 
limited and only open to Upton 
residents. RSVP by Thursday, 
Sept. 11.

Memory Café Wednesday, 
Sept. 17 at 2 p.m.

Memory Café is Back! After 
our August break, we are back 
and ready to reconnect! Join 
Tania and our new intern So-
phia for a friendly conversation 
about ways to enhance our 
gatherings and welcome new 
faces who could benefit from 
the support. The Memory Café 
offers a safe, welcoming space 
for people experiencing memory 
changes—whether or not they 
have a formal dementia diag-
nosis—and for their caregivers, 
family, and friends. It’s a place 
to connect, share stories, and 
enjoy activities together. Come 
have fun, make connections, and 
remember: come as a stranger, 
leave as a friend! Free lunch and 
dessert provided. RSVP at the 
Senior Center by Sept. 3.

Office Hours with Rep. 
David Muradian Tuesday, 
Sept. 23 at 10 a.m.

Come and meet with our 
State Representative, ask ques-
tions, and share your thoughts 
on the issues that matter most to 
you and our community.

FUSe News
Thank you to everyone who 

joined us for the Senior Center’s 
first Annual Senior BBQ and 
Ice Cream Social, co-sponsored 
by FUSe and Upton Fire & 
EMS. The event sold out and 
was a tremendous success!

FUSe T-Shirts are here! Shirts 
are $20 and available at the 
Senior Center and upcoming 
events like Heritage Day on 
Sept. 27. Sizes are M, L, XL 
and 2XL and all proceeds sup-
port events like the Senior BBQ 
and Gadgets for Seniors. 

Gadgets for Seniors. FUSe 
provides gadgets free of  charge 
to Upton Seniors to help with 
daily living tasks like opening 
milk cartons and jars. If  you 
could use one of  these, call the 
Senior Center or stop by the 
desk. So far, over 38 gadgets 
have been distributed free to 
Upton Seniors! 

The Friends of  Upton Seniors 
(FUSe) collaborates with the 
Elder and Social Services staff to 
help fund social events, services 
and programs that enhance the 
quality of  life for Seniors. We 
are a non-profit and all dona-
tions are tax-deductible. We wel-
come your donations, support 
and participation! For more info, 
contact us at: friendsofuptonse-
niors@gmail.com

Zumba® Gold Mondays at 
11:45 a.m.

Ready to move, groove, and 
feel fantastic? Join our Zumba 
Gold classes — a low-impact, 
easy-to-follow dance workout 
perfect for active older adults 
or anyone looking for a gentler 
fitness option. Led by expert 
instructor, Dawn George, you'll 

UPTON SENIOR CENTER 
continued on page 4

Page 2	   Upton & Mendon Free Press  |  www.UptonMendonFreePress.com 	 Sept. 11 - Oct. 8, 2025



We’re donating school supplies 
  to support students and 

   teachers in our community.

BECAUSE EDUCATION DRIVES OUR FUTURE!

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD., MENDON • 300 FORTUNE BLVD., MILFORD 
800-526-2886  • IMPERIALCARS.COM

508-482-5371

Score a free Stanley® Tumbler*  
with a Student Checking Account

* Promotion valid through 10/31/25. Must open a new Student Checking account and not have had a Student Checking account within the 
last 12 months at Central One. One Stanley tumbler per account. $20minimum deposit required at account opening.  $5 OVS membership 
required. Account must be opened at a Central One Federal Credit Union branch.  Primary account holder must be 13 years or older. If 

under 18 years of age, a parent or guardian must be on the account jointly. Terms and conditions apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

Kids can enjoy independence with their very own debit card, while parents get peace of 
mind with built-in safeguards like daily limits on spending and ATM withdrawals.

Learn more at centralfcu.com/stanley-promo or open at our  
Milford branch located at 82 Prospect Street today!

2025 Summer Reading recap for Taft Public Library, names winners
of boat race, Oreo stacking, worm race, rubber duck race

The Taft Public Library 
would like to thank all the staff, 
volunteers, Trustees, Friends, 
and town departments that 
made the summer reading pro-
gram such a success in Mendon 
this year. It was a busy sum-
mer highlighted by storytimes 
around town, bubble shows, 
beach concerts, balloon twisting, 
frisbee dogs, crazy contests, ice 
cream raffles, and zoo animals.  
Special thanks to the Mendon 
Police Department and Fire 
Department, Southwick’s Zoo, 
and JJ’s Ice Cream for their 
participation in Read Around 
Town and a thank you from the 
library to all who helped make 
the 25th Taft Public Library 
Great Cardboard Boat Race the 
fun and memorable event that 
it was. The race day assistance 
of  the Friends of  the Taft Public 
Library, the Taft Library Trust-
ees, Dan Byer and the Parks 
Department lifeguards and staff, 
and other town staff including 

Town Administrator Jeremy 
Stull, Town Clerk Ellen Agro, 
and the Highway and Police 
departments was infinitely ap-
preciated. On a personal note, 
the library director would like 
to thank Children’s Librarian 
Tara Windsor for another year 
of  determined work putting 
together an impressive sum-
mer reading program. She and 
the Taft staff (Kris Heumann, 
Monika Schmid, Jen O’Brien, 
Brenda Whitner, and Jane 
Blackwood) time and again 
approach the summer reading 
program with energy and en-
thusiasm.  The end result may 
look effortless, but the prepara-
tion is anything but.

Below is a recap of  some Taft 
Summer Reading special events 
and contest results:

THE 25TH TAFT PUBLIC 
LIBRARY GREAT CARD-
BOARD BOAT RACE

On the evening of  Wednes-

day, July 23 over 440 people 
gathered at the Mendon Town 
Beach to witness and take part 
in the 25th Taft Public Library 
Great Cardboard Boat Race. 
The race was started in the 
late 1990’s by then Children’s 
Librarian Susan Bertram. Over 
25 years later it has grown 
into the marquee event of  the 
library’s summer. The library 
was honored to have Susan 
Bertram on hand for the 25th, 
recognizing her prior to the 
races and including her as part 
of  the 7-person Judges Panel 
that determines the special 
awards given out at the end of  
the night. The library was also 
honored to welcome Command 
Senior Enlisted Leader of  the 
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Bos-
ton SCPO Scott M. Dupre as 
a judge on the panel. 29 boats 
were entered in seven races 
total, nearly matching the high-
est number of  entrants (31) in 
one of  the first years of  the con-

test. The seventh race was a just-
for-fun contest between library 
personnel. Tara Windsor and 
Library Trustee Gaye Porciello 
finished first and second in that 
race. Library Director Andrew 
Jenrich and Monika Schmid’s 
boats both sank.  

Official winners in the speed 
categories were as follows:

One-Person Boat Race:
1st Place: Life of  Pi (Brian Mur-
phy) 
2nd Place: Do Not Tip (Greyson 
Michael) 
3rd Place: The Hopeful Puffin 
(Alexis Thach)

Two-Person Boat Race:
1st Place: Cardboard Cousins 
(Sadie Flanagan and Frances 
Halterman) 
2nd Place: Princess Pirates (Lilly 
McNaughton and Eva Golden)  
3rd Place: The Row Away Chicks 
(Bella Flannery and Olivia Flan-
nery) 

Three or More Person 
Boat Race:

1st Place: Soggy Cookies (Mendon 
Girl Scout Troop #65246: Car-
oline Bangma, Nora Fleck, Brie 
Tetreault, and Madison Dorval; 
Rosie Holden and Cadence 
Chenelle, alternates) 
2nd Place: The Joseph Conrad II 
(Mendon/Upton Cub Scouts: 
Ava Horner, Emily Horner, 
Javier Duffy, Mark McNaugh-
ton, Bodie Gates, Hunter Gor-
don, Waylon Dienna, Daisy 
Lehberger, Hazel Moore, and 
Grady Gomes)

Adults Only Boat Race:
1st Place: Douglas Battle Axes 
(Douglas Sunshine Club with 
Adult Social Center: Anna 
Marcoux, Kathy Gleason, Pam 
Schwartz, and Brenda Bretz)
2nd Place: The Silver Dollar 
(Mendon Senior Center: Peg 
Nogueira, Paul Bouchard, 
Karen Mills, and Sandra Wash-
burn; Kathy Hunt, alternate) 

WINNERS
continued on page 4 
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Serving the Community since 1980

NOW SCHEDULING FOR
FALL PLANTING!

Expert Hand Climbing Crews
Removals • Pruning

Stump Grinding • Cabling
FAST FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 • sales@templemantree.com
MAA & TCIA Member

CONTACT US TODAY!

Upton
PAVING

PavingPaving  –  SealcoatingSealcoating
Crack FillingCrack Filling  –  ExcavationExcavation
FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES

SCHEDULE NOW!
Call Mauricio  508-202-8602

BHRPaving@gmail.com

  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Family Boat Race:
1st Place: We Know the Way 

(James Horner, Julianne Horner, 
Ava Horner, and Emily Horner) 

2nd Place: BumbleMcBees Sail-
ing the Seas (Willa McBee, Laina 
McBee, Elisa McBee, and Jon 
McBee)

3rd Place: Runaway Ed (Nate 
Chadwick, Cora Chadwick, and 
Lane Chadwick)

Group Challenge Race:
(Note: This race was a challenge for 

charity. Winner of  this race was able 
to donate the proceeds to the charity of  
their choice).

1st Place: Mendon Highway 
Submarine Division (Mendon 
Highway Department: Andrew 
Goyette and Justin Specht) 

2nd Place: Express Wagon 
(Mendon Fire Department: 
Moritz Schmid) 

3rd Place: Spirit of  Brotherhood 
(Mendon Brothers of  the Brush: 

Mark Gomes and Chad Labastie) 
Special awards were as fol-

lows:
Pride of Mendon Award 

(Most Creative Design): Endur-
ance (Martin Blenkhorn and 
Beau Blenkhorn)

Captain’s Choice Award 
(Most Attractive Boat): Bum-
bleMcBees Sailing the Seas (Willa 
McBee, Laina McBee, Elisa 
McBee, and Jon McBee)

Esprit de Corps Award 
(Most Spirited and Organized 
Team): The Joseph Conrad II 
(Mendon/Upton Cub Scouts: 
Ava Horner, Emily Horner, 
Javier Duffy, Mark McNaugh-
ton, Bodie Gates, Hunter Gor-
don, Waylon Dienna, Daisy 
Lehberger, Hazel Moore, and 
Grady Gomes)

Perseverance Award (Hon-
ors the Competitor(s) Who 
Never Gave Up): Princess Pirates 
(Lilly McNaughton and Eva 
Golden)  

Titanic Award (Most Spec-
tacular Sinking): The Row Away 

Chicks (Bella Flannery and Ol-
ivia Flannery) 

Surprise Award (We’re 
Surprised It Floats): The Whale 
(Emily Watson and Willa Mon-
tag)

Silver Celebration Award 
(Best Commemorates the 25th 
Cardboard Boat Race): Card-
board Cousins (Sadie Flanagan 
and Frances Halterman)

Library Award (Best Reflects 
the Love of  Reading): The Hope-
ful Puffin (Alexis Thach)

THE TAFT LIBRARY 
WORM RACE

The library’s Worm Race was 
started back in 2008.  This year 
the prospect of  rain forced the 
races indoors, but 14 competi-
tors still took part. The top four 
finishers were:
1st Place: Camila Miranda and 
Squirmy 
2nd Place: Jaxon Pollard and Bat-
man
3rd Place: Leo Garcia and Blanky
4th Place: Colton Mager and Sonic 2

OREO STACKING
CONTEST

19 competitors faced off in 
this year’s Oreo Stacking con-
test.  The high number of  Oreos 
stacked in a single tower this 
year was 17 accomplished by 
Dorothy Black, Juliana Garcia, 
and Emmet Raposo during the 
early rounds. In the finals, the 
towers were tipsy and 9 stacked 
Oreos won the day:
First Place: Matthew Kanak
2nd Place: Wyatt Recko

THE TAFT LIBRARY 
RUBBER DUCK RACE

Take four capped gutters filled 
with water, four oversized rub-
ber ducks, and four spray bottles 
to propel the ducks forward, and 
you’re off to the races! In its sec-
ond year the Taft Rubber Duck 
Race brought in 25 competitors 
to go head to head for racing 
glory. The top finishers were:
1st Place: Noella Antonellis
2nd Place: Cayden Dion
3rd Place: Quinn Bucchino

WINNERS
continued from page 3

enjoy energizing music, simple 
choreography, and a welcoming 
environment where everyone 
can succeed — no dance experi-
ence needed! Just $3 per class.

Line Dancing Wednesdays at 
1 p.m.

This class will start with basic 
steps so no experience is neces-
sary and no partner needed. Just 
bring your enthusiasm and a 
comfortable pair of  shoes. Line 
dancing is an extremely fun way 
to exercise while also reducing 
stress. These dances will be put 

to all different types of  music. 
Come by yourself  or bring a 
friend! With a passion for music 
and exercise Marcus Mancini 
will be the instructor. He has 
over fifteen years in both taking 
and teaching line dancing. It 
all started for him with a class 
just like the one we are offering. 
Classes are $5 each.

Lunch Trip Friday, Sept. 12 
at 12:30 p.m.

This month, we’re heading to 
Sky Buffet in Milford. Known 
for its wide variety of  Asian 
cuisine, fresh sushi, and all-you-
can-eat buffet, it’s the perfect 
spot to relax and enjoy a great 
meal together.

Upton Food Pantry
Do you need food assistance? 

The Upton Community Food 
Pantry is open to all Upton resi-
dents! 

Hours of  Operation: Wednes-
days 12 - 2 p.m. and Fridays 11 
- 1 p.m.

Are you unable to come at 
these days and times? Contact 
us for more information or to set 
up an appointment: 508-529-
4558

The UCC Food Pantry is 
seeking donations:
• Tissues
• Dish soap
• Condiments: Mayo, Ketchup, 

relish, salad dressing
• Snack foods: Cookies, crackers, 

UPTON SENIOR CENTER
continued from page 2

nuts, granola bars
• Canned fruit
• Shelf  stable milk
• Gift cards and monetary dona-

tions also accepted

Published Monthly 
on the 2nd Thursday

Mailed FREE 
to the Communities of  

Upton & Mendon
Circulation: 6000 
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TOWNWIDE

Sponsored by
United Parish of Upton

Saturday, September 27
Upton Heritage Day!

For Details & Questions
Contact Wayne Phipps 508-341-0693

•  Residents interested in hosting a yard sale at their   
homes may register at UnitedParishUpton.org                
or at the church office.

•  Yard Sale descriptions will be included on a Town Map.
•  Sellers receive a Yard Sign indicating the place of the sale.
•  Yard Sale Shoppers can purchase Maps at the Church 

beginning at 7:30am. The cost of a Map is $3.

United Parish will host a Snack Bar featuring grilledUnited Parish will host a Snack Bar featuring grilled
items items & our popular Apple Crisp with real whipped cream!& our popular Apple Crisp with real whipped cream!

Upton Heritage Day Celebration Sept. 27 
Upton Historical Society 

presents Upton Heritage Day 
on Saturday, Sept. 27 from 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at Upton's Town 
Common and surrounding 
areas, which is a special occa-
sion dedicated to honoring and 
celebrating the rich tapestry 
of  culture, tradition, and rich 
history that shape our vibrant 
community. The significance of  
Heritage Day lies in its ability to 
remind us of  the importance of  
preserving our cultural legacy. 
By acknowledging our heritage, 
we not only affirm our identity 
but also promote respect and 
appreciation for the differences 
that make our town unique.

Upton Historical Society plays 
a central role by organizing ex-
hibitions, storytelling sessions, 
and tours that teach younger 
generations about their roots. 
Such initiatives help strengthen 
our community and ensure that 
traditions and history are passed 
down through the years. The 
following offerings will be avail-
able on Upton Heritage Day.

•  Town-wide yard sale: Start 
your day early with the town-
wide yard sale, where you can 
find hidden treasures across 
Upton. Maps of  participat-

ing locations will be available 
at the United Parish for $3  
https://www.unitedparishup-
ton.org/

•  Vendor Fair on the Com-
mon (Main St.): Browse the 
diverse selection of  goods 
from local artisans and learn 
about local business and non-
profit organizations on the 
Town Common 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

•  81st Grange Harvest Fair 
at the VFW (Main St.): Ex-
perience a taste of  agricultural 
heritage at the VFW Post, fea-
turing farm animals, flowers 
and crafts. 

•  Community Center Open 
House (Main St.): Stop by to 
meet the staff, tour the facility 
and learn about the Friends 
of  Upton Seniors. In addition, 
Friends of  the Upton Library 
will be hosting their annual li-
brary book sale 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
If  the kids need a break visit 
the Upton Veterans Memorial 
Playground for some fun next 
to the community center!

•  EMS/Fire Department 
Open House (Church St.): 
The Upton EMS/Fire De-
partment will be holding an 
open house focused on fire 
prevention and safety, his-
tory of  the dept. and offering 

fire truck rides! We hope that 
Smokey the Bear will also 
make an appearance too. The 
Upton Police and Dept. of  
Public Works will also have 
equipment on display at the 
EMS/Fire House.

•  Live Entertainment: Enjoy 
musical performances on the 
Town Common with Bob 
Nicole Jazz Group and stop 
by Rushford and Sons Brew-
house on Grove St. for Upto-
berfest starting at 11 a.m.

•  Culinary Delights: Savory 
delicious food from the United 
Parish Snack Bar (hamburg-
ers, hotdogs, apple crisp), Soul 
Fuel Café (baked goods) and 
Rushford and Sons Brew-
house (food trucks: Mortar & 
Pestle and Gasthof  Catering)

•  Upton Historical Narrated 
1hr Mini-Bus Tour: Limited 
to 28 people, fee is $12 per 
person and reservations are 
strongly recommended upton-
historicalsociety@hotmail.com 

The tour includes various sites 
listed on the National Register 

of  Historic Places: Upton Com-
mon, West Upton Center, 1812 
Boot Shop, Heritage Park Cave 
~1500 AD and the 1935 Civil-
ian Conservation Corp Camp at 
Upton State Forest.

Upton Heritage Day serves as 

a celebration and a way for the 
community to come together. 
It is a fantastic way to connect 
with the town's history, support 
local businesses and non-profit 
organizations, and enjoy a day 
of  fun and community spirit. 

CENTERPOINT
   DRIVING ACADEMY
    

CDA BRINGS CLASSROOM TRAINING CLOSE TO YOUR HOME
MASS RMV has mandated in-person classes effective Sept 22, 2025 
LOCAL CLASSROOMS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!

HOPKINTON  •  Faith Community Church
MILFORD  •  Our Office at 31 Granite Street

MENDON  •  Unitarian Congregation of Mendon 

MANY CHOICES AS TO WHEN TO ATTEND!
Weekends, Weeknights & Holidays

Available to fit your Schedule 

Register NOW as RMV Limits Class Sizes to 30 StudentsRegister NOW as RMV Limits Class Sizes to 30 Students

CenterPointDrivingAcademy.com     CenterPointDrivingAcademy.com     ••    508-217-4447    508-217-4447

*OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

SIGN UP WITH A FRIEND &

 SAVE $50 OFF!SAVE $50 OFF!* 
PAY IN FULL &

 SAVE $50 OFF!SAVE $50 OFF!* 
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508-875-3413508-875-3413
ShahoodPlumbing.comShahoodPlumbing.com

SERVING METROWESTFULLY LICENSED & INSURED

NOW OFFERING
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FREE Residential
 Electrical Inspection!*

*BOOK BY
SEPT. 25, 2025

SCHEDULE YOUR INSPECTION TODAY!

• Identify Potential Hazards
• Prevent Future Electrical Issues

• Peace of Mind - at NO COST to You!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 3 GENERATIONS SINCE 1949

This summer, embrace a lifestyle 
where independence meets support 
and every day brings something new 
to enjoy. At SALMON at Medway, you’ll 
find exceptional amenities, engaging 
activities, and specialized care options, 
including assisted living and memory 
care, all designed to meet your needs 
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more 
— we can’t wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Warm  Days,
A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
9 Milford Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-8   •   Mon., Fri. & Sat. 9-4   •   Sun. CLOSED

UPTON LIBRARY 
continued on page 9

By Matthew Bachtold, Library 
Director and Lee Ann Murphy, Chil-
dren’s Librarian

Booksale – Saturday, Sept. 
27 at 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Friends of  the Upton Library 
fall booksale will be held on 
Heritage Day, Saturday, Sept. 27 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Come enjoy the booksale 
along with all the other events 
around the town common for 
Upton’s Heritage Day!

Purchase gently used fiction, 
non-fiction and children’s books.  
All proceeds benefit the Upton 
Library museum pass program 
and summer reading program.

Hardcovers $2, paperback $1 
and children’s books 50¢.

Don’t miss the Totebag deal!  
Bring your Friends Totebag and 
fill it for $20, or purchase a new 
tote for an additional $5.

New - Teacher Discount – 
show your teacher ID for a 50% 
discount.

Donations to the booksale are 
accepted during the month of  

September, and the Friends of  
the Library are always looking 
for new members and volun-
teers!

End of  Summer Reading 
Bingo

September is the last month 
to participate in our Summer 
Reading Bingo for adults! Turn 
in your bingo sheet with a com-
pleted bingo at the library front 
desk by the end of  the day on 
Sept. 30 to earn raffle tickets to 
compete for prizes!

Virtual Program: Your 
Brain on ChatGPT 

Wednesday, Sept. 17 at 7 - 8 
p.m.

Does using ChatGPT and AI 
have a cost on our brain cogni-
tion? A new study from MIT 
found the answer could be yes. 
Hear from lead researcher and 
professor Dr. Nataliya Kosmyna 
of  MIT Media Lab about this 
groundbreaking study and its 
implications. Please note this 
is a virtual program and it will 

not be recorded. Registration 
required to receive a link to the 
webinar. Register for the pro-
gram at uptonlibrary.org. This 
program is organized and spon-
sored by Watertown Free Public 
Library.

ADULT EVENTS
Drum Circle with Dave 

Curry - Saturday, Oct. 4 at 7 - 9 
p.m.

Ages 8 - Adult
Join facilitator Dave Curry for 

an evening of  freestyle drum-
ming. Instruction and extra 
drums are provided, but you can 
also bring your own drums and 
percussion instruments. No prior 
experience is necessary, so the 
circle is suitable for beginners on 
up to experienced drummers. 
Registration is requested. *Now 
a monthly program on the first 
Saturday of  each month, spon-
sored by Friends of  the Upton 
Library

Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults – Thursday, Sept. 18 at 

5:15 - 7:30 p.m.
Join our tabletop game series 

for adults! Meets every third 
Thursday of  the month from 
5:15 - 7:30 p.m. Beginners and 
experienced players both wel-
come! Register at uptonlibrary.
org.

Virtual Author Talk Series
View free online author talks, 

either live or recorded. Register 
and get more information at the 
library website, or at https://
libraryc.org/uptontownlibrary

Author Talk with Gabe 
Henry: Our Failed Attempt to 
Make English Eezier to Spell - 
Wednesday, Sept. 17 at 2 p.m.

Author Talk with Leigh 
Bardugo: 10 Years of  Daring 
Heists and Lovable Outcasts in 
YA Fantasy - Thursday, Oct. 9 
at 7 p.m.

CHILDREN’S & YOUNG 
ADULT EVENTS

Financial Literacy for 
Teens – Sept. 11 at 6 p.m.

Join us as we welcome Ste-
phen Venezia from Upton's 
UniBank branch. He will share 
topics such as banking terms, 
setting up a checking account, 
how to read a payroll or per-
sonal check, what are money 
markets and CDs, using ATM 

and debit cards, electronic bank-
ing, budgeting, and much more! 
For ages 12+. Pre-registration 
required. Caregivers are encour-
aged to attend this program with 
their child.

Track the Blackstone – 
Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. - offsite

Animal Tracking 101! Join 
Children's Librarian Lee Ann 
Murphy and Park Ranger 
Sherine Hamade for a hike at 
Blackstone River and Canal 
Heritage State Park in Ux-
bridge.  Learn about the 
Blackstone River and about 
the life that it supports along 
the way. Please be sure to dress 
accordingly for the terrain and 
weather. There is no rain date 
for this event. In the event that 
we cancel, participants will be 
contacted. Blackstone River 
& Canal Heritage State Park 
(Riverbend Farm) is located 
at 287 Oak Street, Uxbridge, 
MA 01569. We will meet in the 
conference room inside of  the 
visitor center (the big red barn 
on-site). For ages 5 to 12. Pre-
registration is required. Not a 
drop-off event. Caregivers must 
attend with their child.
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Life Insurance: Protecting what matters most

September is Life Insurance 
Awareness Month and the per-
fect time to consider whether 
you have adequate coverage to 
protect your loved ones. While 
no one likes to think about 
what would happen if  they 
weren't around, doing so is an 
act of  love.

Life insurance is fundamen-
tally about protecting your loved 
ones should something happen 
to you. If  you pass away, your 

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Mark Freeman, CEPA

family will not only face the 
challenges of  grief  and loss but 
they could also find themselves 
financially strapped. Life insur-
ance can help provide them with 
financial security in the event 
you no longer can. 

Who needs life insurance: 
You're a good candidate if  you 
have a spouse or partner who 
depends on your income or if  
there are children or other loved 
ones whom you support. Insur-
ance protection can also be a 
solution if  you have outstanding 
debts like a mortgage, credit 
cards or a car loan, or if  you 
simply don't want to burden 
your loved ones with your final 
expenses.

Insurance through work: 
While many people have life 
insurance through their employ-
ers, this coverage may not be 
enough for you, depending on 
your situation. Among employ-
ers who offer group life insur-
ance, only 2% offer more than 
two times the employee's annual 
salary — essentially just two 
years of  income — according to 

the Guardian's 2023 Workplace 
Benefits Study. And remember 
that it's only good as long as 
you're employed there. With all 
this in mind, many people pur-
chase individual insurance as a 
supplement to their workplace 
coverage.

How much: You might hear 
that you need life insurance 
equal to about seven to 10 
times your pretax annual salary. 
That’s not a bad “ballpark” fig-
ure, but not everyone is playing 
in the same ballpark. To get a 
true sense of  how much of  a 
death benefit is right for you, 
use the "L-I-F-E" guide to cal-
culate your needs:

-	 Liabilities: Will your family 
need to pay off a mortgage, 
credit cards, car loan or other 
debt?

-	 Income: Will your family 
need to replace your income 
for a period of  years?

-	 Final expenses: Do you have 
the resources to cover funeral 
and burial expenses?

-	 Education needs: Do you 
need to put children through 

a private school or college?
-	 Which type: You can choose 

between two basic types of  
life insurance: term and per-
manent. As its name suggests, 
term insurance is designed to 
provide coverage for a desig-
nated period, such as 10, 15 
or 20 years. In general, term 
insurance is quite affordable 
for most people, especially 
when they buy policies as 
young adults. On the other 
hand, permanent insurance, 
such as whole life or universal 
life, is usually considerably 
more expensive because in 
addition to providing a death 
benefit, your premiums build 
cash value. In choosing be-
tween term and permanent 
insurance, you’ll want to 
evaluate several issues, such 
as how long you think you’ll 
need coverage and how much 
annual premium you can af-
ford to pay. 

Life insurance needs can 
change over time, so it's impor-
tant to review your coverage 
every three to five years or after 
major life events like marriage 

or birth of  a child. Consider 
working with a financial advisor 
who can look at your complete 
financial situation and help you 
choose a policy that truly fits your 
family's needs. Taking action 
sooner rather than later could be 
one of  the most important gifts 
you give your loved ones.

Contact Mark today to discuss 
this topic or any of  your finan-
cial goals.

Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

​
Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors cannot provide tax or legal 
advice. You should consult your attorney 
or qualified tax advisor regarding your 
situation.

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  this 
article. 

Follow us on Facebook @ Mullaly Materials and Firewood
Visit: www.mullalymaterials.com

Free Delivery on Most Bulk Loads
Visa/MasterCard/Cash/ Check         Materials are subject to 6.25% Sales Tax

FIREWOODFIREWOOD
SEASONED 

HARD WOOD
GREEN 

HARD WOOD
KILN DRIED

WOOD

Hemlock Mulch
Black Mulch
Brown Pine Mulch
Red Cedar Mulch
Playground Safety Fiber
Forest Chips
Screened Loam
50/50 Compost/Loam
Compost
3/8”, 3/4” & 1 1/2” Grey Stone
3” Grey Stone
3/8”, 3/4” Multi-Color Round
1 1/2”, 2 1/2” 
Multi-Color River Stone
3/8”, 3/4” Blue Stone
3/4” Processed Gravel
3” Processed Gravel
Recycled Asphalt
1” Dense Grade Gravel
3/4” Crusher Run
Washed Sand
Mason/Pool Sand
Stone Dust
Blue Stone Dust
Rip Rap
Fill Clay/General
Trench Sand
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Use this QR CODE
to visit our Website

Cut & Clear

Attention to Detail  •  Local Small Business
FULLY INSURED  •  FREE QUOTES

Fall Cleanup
Snow Plowing • Snow Blowing 

Hand Snow & Ice Clearing
Trimming • Lawn Cutting

Walk, Driveway & Bed Edging

CutAndClearLawnAndSnowServices.com 774.462.1742

Lawn and Snow ServicesLawn and Snow Services

HomeHelp Solutions, LLC

(508)-570-8818

(508) 570-8818
and more…
Power Washing

Bathroom and Kitchen Improvement

TV Installation
Minor Plumbing

Flooring Installation and Repair

Exterior Maintenance

Home Repair
Painting

homehelpsolu�ons@outlook.com

•  Home Repair
•  Painting
•  Bathroom & Kitchen
      Improvement
•  Flooring Installation
      & Repair
•  TV Installation
•  Minor Plumbing
•  Exterior Maintenance
•  Power Washing & more ...Your Local Home Improvement Specialist

10% OFF FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS
 Call for Details

$10 OFF 24 HOUR
Emergency

Support

508-435-3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com

LICENSED TITLE 5 INSPECTOR  •  FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1920

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same-day payment

Salon Richard Anthony
12 Milford St., Upton  •  SalonRichardAnthony.net 

TEXT: 774.804.6500  •  PHONE: 508.529.6500

Kids are Back in School
Now it’s time for YOU!

FREE Clear GlossFREE Clear Gloss
with any Color Service

with Karly, Theresa or Tanya.
BOOK ONLINE TODAY!

EXP. 10/31/25

Community gathers for laughs at ‘Hot Scripts, Cold Beer’

140Arts Collaborative members during “Hot Scripts, Cold Beers” in July. (L to R) David Perry, Deborah Bottom-
ley, Mosh, and Matthew Fear.  Photo courtesy of Laurie Wodin

On July 19, 140Arts Collab-
orative hosted “Hot Scripts, 
Cold Beer,” a casual and fun-
filled evening of  live script 
reading at Rushford & Sons 
Brewhouse in Upton. The 
event ran from 4 – 6 p.m. and 
drew a creative crowd ready 
for some laughs and good 
beer.

Led by Matthew Fear, 
drama director at Nipmuc 
Regional High School, partici-
pants read short, funny scripts 
together in small groups. No 
acting experience was re-
quired—just a sense of  humor 
and a willingness to join in. 
Ten readers took turns bring-
ing characters to life, while 
another 15 folks relaxed and 
enjoyed the show.

“We read a selection of  
one-act plays from ‘All in the 
Timing’ from David Ives, and 
people really leaned into the 

fun,” said Fear. “Some were 
seasoned performers, and oth-
ers were totally new to it. It 
was just a great mix of  people 
sharing stories and having a 
good time.”

“I’ve never done anything 
like this before,” commented 
Sue Perry of  Upton. “But ev-
eryone made me feel welcome 
and it was the best time. I 
can’t wait for the next one.”

Hot Scripts, Cold Beer is 
part of  140Arts Collabora-
tive’s mission to make the arts 
accessible, engaging, and fun 
for everyone. More events 
are planned for the coming 
months, including workshops, 
performances, and pop-up 
creative experiences. To 
learn more or get involved, 
visit www.140arts.org.

Submitted by 140Arts Collab-
orative
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Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. Subject to 
credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or 
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.   

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering personalized guidance and 
making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a lot more 

approachable. From your first home to your forever home – we’re here to help.

Connecting all offices:  
1.800.578.4270 

www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com 
to connect with one of our trusted 
lenders today.

Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors

UPTON LIBRARY
continued from page 6

MONTHLY LIBRARY 
EVENTS – REGISTER 
NOW!

All programs and events re-
quire pre-registration at uptonli-
brary.org or call 508-529-6272. 
Registrations open the month 
prior to events.

Baby Storytime – Fridays at 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Baby Storytime is for ages 
birth to 3 and is held on Fridays. 
This is a 20-30-minute lapsit 
program featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes. Pre-regis-
tration required.  

Preschool Storytime –
Thursdays at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime is for ages 
3 to 5 and is held on Thursdays. 
This is a 45-minute program 
featuring stories, songs, rhymes, 
and a craft. Pre-registration re-
quired.

Saturday Storytime – Oct. 
11 at 9:30 a.m.

Once a month we offer a 
30-45-minute Saturday Sto-
rytime, blending Baby and 
Preschool storytimes featur-
ing stories, songs, rhymes, and 
a craft. Can’t join us for our 
weekday programs? This event 
is just for you! For ages 0-5. Pre-
registration required.

Drop-In Storytime – Sept. 
15 at 9:30 a.m.

Our Children’s Department 
offers a Drop-In Storytime ses-
sion, once a month. No registra-
tion required! This is a blend of  
our Baby and Preschool Story-
times; however, no craft will be 
provided. We will feature stories, 
songs, rhymes, and fun! This will 
be held in the Greatroom and 
will be a larger group size. For 
ages 0 to 5.

Music & Movement – Sept. 
22 and Oct. 6 at 9:30 a.m.

This program features Deb 
Hudgins and is an interactive 
program, perfect for children 
and their caregivers to enjoy 
together. Deb plays guitar and 
sings, and is sure to incorporate 
stories, dancing, fingerplays, 
games and more at each of  her 
fun, themed performances. This 
program is partially funded 
through a grant with Beginning 
Bridges CFCE in Uxbridge. For 
ages 1 to 5. Pre-registration is 
required.

Storybook Art Club – Sept. 
16 at 10 a.m. 

This program meets the 3rd 
Tuesday of  each month. Chil-
dren will enjoy a picture book 
and create a craft inspired by the 
story. Pre-registration required. 
For ages 3 to 5.

LEGO Club – Sept. 17 & 
Oct. 1 at 4 p.m.

This group meets the 1st & 
3rd Wednesday of  each month 
from 4 - 5 p.m. This group is 
led by Library Director, Mat-

thew Bachtold. We provide 
the LEGOs while you have 
fun building and making new 
friends.  This program is for 
ages 3 to 12. Pre-registration is 
required. 

Crafternoon – Sept. 25 at 3 
p.m. 

This is a new drop-in pro-
gram that will meet the 4th 
Thursday of  each month. Chil-
dren can make a simple craft 
using materials such as crayons, 
scissors, paint, and glue. This 
month, hoot into the fall with 
torn paper owls! For ages 3+. 
No registration required.

Tween Book Club – Sept. 18 
at 6:30 p.m.

This club is especially for our 
middle grade patrons, ages 10 
to 14. This group reads popular 
middle grade titles selected by 
our members. This month, we 
will be discussing the title Light 
& Air by Mindy Nichols Wen-
dell. We welcome new members 
all year round! Pre-registration 
required.

Kids’ Book Club – Oct. 1 at 
4 p.m.

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile chapter 
books on the first Wednesday of  
each month from 4 - 4:45 p.m. 

We will be discussing the title Se-
cret Spy Society: Case of  the Musical 
Mishap by Veronica Mang. This 
group is for ages 7 to 10. We 
welcome new members all year 
round! Pre-registration required.

Chess Club – 1st Tues/
Thurs each month, 2 - 5 p.m. 

Learn to play chess or just 
play with new players. Chess 
boards are provided. For ages 8 
to 16. No registration required.

Crafting Club – 2nd Tues/
Thurs each month, 2 - 5 p.m. 

Feeling crafty? Join us as we 
create new projects each month. 
Beading, crochet, painting – the 
possibilities are endless! For 
ages 8 to 16. No registration 
required.

Gaming Club – 3rd Tues/
Thurs each month, 2 - 5 p.m.

We’ve got a Play Station 5 and 
tons of  board games and we’d 
love to have tweens and teens 
join us! New games each session! 
For ages 8 to 16. No registration 
required.

Magic the Gathering: Com-
mander – 4th Tuesday each 
month, 4 - 6 p.m.

Join us for an introduction to 
the popular card game, Magic 
the Gathering - Commander 
format. 

We will be joined by local pa-
tron, Josef  Vargas, as he shares 
his knowledge with those want-
ing to learn and play! If  you 
have a Commander deck, please 
bring it to play. For ages 8+. 
Please register.

Upton Reads Book Group
An eclectic mix of  contem-

porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tuesday 
afternoon and Thursday eve-
ning of  each month in the Com-
munity Center classroom, with a 
Zoom remote option.

Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, Oct. 16 at 
6:45 p.m.: The Stolen Queen by 
Fiona Davis.

Fic or No Fic Book Group
An adult book group led by 

Librarian Micaela that alter-
nates fiction and non-fiction 
selections. Meets on the last 
Wednesday of  each month at 
6:45 p.m. 

Sept. 24 at 6:45 p.m.: A Map 
of  Future Ruins: On Borders and Be-
longing by Lauren Markham. 

For more information or assis-
tance with any library services, 
call 508-529-6272 or email 
mbachtol@cwmars.org
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EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.

508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MEDFIELD OFFICE
258 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

 SUMMER: BLINK AND YOU MISS IT
SCHEDULE YOUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL EYE EXAM TODAY!
NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

Decades of service to the community and 2 new offices
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
has been serving the community 
with advanced, compassion-
ate eye care for more than four 
decades. With a staff of  59, an 
award-winning surgery center in 
Milford, and offices in Milford, 
Franklin, and now two new lo-
cations in Hopkinton and Med-
field, we are proud to be one 
of  the leading eye care centers 
in Massachusetts. We are also 
one of  the few ophthalmology 
practices in the state to own and 
operate our own surgical facility, 
the Cataract Surgery Center of  
Milford. This means patients 
can receive world-class cataract 
surgery close to home. Our 
team includes fellowship-trained 
ophthalmologists and five op-
tometrists, offering eyecare for 
the entire family.

Meet Our Providers
Roger Kaldawy, M.D.

Dr. Kaldawy is an eye phy-
sician, surgeon, and corneal 
specialist. He trained at the 

University of  Rochester and the 
University of  Iowa, later serving 
as Assistant Professor at Boston 
University. With more than 
32,000 surgeries performed, he 
pioneered corneal transplants, 
innovative glaucoma surgery, 
advanced implants, and bl-
adeless femtosecond cataract 
surgery in the region. He has 
trained numerous physicians 
and has been featured in many 
news articles including on 
Channel 5. He also serves as 
Medical Director of  the Cata-
ract Surgery Center of  Milford.
Mark D. Barsamian, D.O.

Dr. Barsamian is a vitreo-
retinal specialist affiliated with 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center. He earned his DO de-
gree from the Chicago College 
of  Osteopathic Medicine and 
completed a two-year fellowship 
in vitreoretinal surgery at Ohio 
State University. With over 20 
years of  experience, he is board-
certified and active in multiple 
professional societies. He also 
teaches as a Clinical Instructor 

of  Surgery at Brown University. 
Patients value his expertise, 
compassion, and dedication.
Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. Liu graduated from 
Northwestern University and 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical 
School, where she was elected 
to Alpha Omega Alpha. She 
completed residency at Albany 
Medical Center, where she was 
Chief  Resident, and a fellow-
ship in Cornea and Anterior 
Segment Surgery at Tufts. Her 
expertise includes cataract 
surgery with ORA, corneal 
transplants (DMEK, DSEK, 
PK), keratoconus treatment, 
glaucoma MIGS, ocular surface 
tumors, and pterygia. She is 
board-certified by the American 
Board of  Ophthalmology.
Shalin Zia, O.D.

Dr. Zia earned her Doctor 
of  Optometry from Indiana 
University. She provides care for 
patients of  all ages, specializing 
in routine vision exams, contact 
lenses, and management of  eye 
disease.

EYE
continued on page 11 

Michael Adams, O.D.
Dr. Adams graduated from 

John Carroll University, com-
pleted a Master’s in Biochemis-
try at Ohio State, and earned his 
optometry degree from the New 
England College of  Optometry. 
He has advanced training in 
corneal pathology, specialty con-
tact lenses, and ocular disease.
Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Dr. Conn received his optom-
etry degree from the New Eng-
land College of  Optometry and 
completed a residency in Ocular 
Disease and Primary Care at 
the Bedford VA. He provides 
care to both adult and pediatric 
patients.
Purvi Patel, O.D.

Dr. Patel earned her Doctor 
of  Optometry at SUNY and 
completed a residency in Ocular 
Disease. A Fellow of  the Ameri-
can Academy of  Optometry, 
she has held leadership roles 
at Boston community health 
centers and focuses on diabetes, 
glaucoma, and community-
based care.

New Offices: Expanding 
to Serve the Community
Boston Eyes in Hopkinton

Located at 66 Main Street, 

our new Hopkinton office of-
fers comprehensive eye exams, 
contact lens services, surgical 
consultations, and a curated eye-
wear selection. With a connec-
tion to Hopkinton for more than 
24 years, we bring the same 
advanced care found at Boston’s 
top centers directly to the com-
munity.
Boston Eyes in Medfield – Millis

Our newest office serves 
Medfield, Millis, Dover, Sher-
born, and Westwood. This 
renovated, convenient location 
provides eye exams for adults 
and children, contact lens fit-
tings, surgical consultations, and 
care for cataracts, glaucoma, 
diabetes, and retina conditions.

Why Choose Milford-
Franklin Eye Center

At Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, we treat every patient like 
family. Our results rival those of  
major Boston hospitals, and we 
provide same-day emergency 
care, Saturday appointments, 
and a full-service optical shop 
with an on-site lab. New patients 
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Food Pantry at United Parish of Upton

Sept. 23 and Oct. at 7: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - The Food Pan-
try serves residents from Upton as well as nearby towns. Proof  
of  income or church affiliation is not required. We offer non-
perishable food, toiletries, paper products and infant needs. Do-
nations can be dropped off in our donation shed located outside 
the church office on 1 Church Street, Upton. 508-529-3192
 www.unitedparishupton.org/food-pantry 

Community Supper on Sept. 18

Sept. 18: Community Supper - on the third Thursday of  
each month from September through June at 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m., our Faith in Action committee provides a delicious and 
nutritious meal for the community. This month we're serving 
Shredded Honey Garlic Chicken over Rice with a veggie side. 
Vegetables over Rice will be available for vegetarians. Every-
one is welcome. Please call the church office at 508-529-3192 
by Sept. 12 to make your reservation. If  you forget to reserve, 
please come anyway. We always make extra and would love to 
serve you.

A HELPING HAND...

If your nonprofit organization is located in Upton or Mendon and 
provides free services to Upton and/or Mendon citizens, email edi-
tor@uptonmendonfreepress.com for consideration to be listed in 
this section.

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

Your trusted local professional service & installer.
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Call or visit our website today
GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.comFamily-Owned since 1992

EYE
continued from page 10

even receive a complimentary 
pair of  select glasses.

We are especially proud of  
our state-licensed and QUAD 
A-accredited, state-of-the-art 
surgery center in Milford. Un-
like other practices that may 
perform cataract surgery in an 
office setting without anesthesia 
staff and without IV sedation, 
our patients have access to a 
fully accredited surgical facility 
close to home. At the Cataract 
Surgery Center of  Milford, your 

safety comes first: all patients 
receive IV sedation for comfort, 
and every surgery is staffed with 
an anesthesiologist.

Most importantly, we live in 
the same communities we serve. 
Whether in the office, at the 
local supermarket, or in the ER 
at 1 a.m., our focus remains on 
you, your vision, and delivering 
world-class care close to home.

For more details, see our ad on 
previous page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137

Mendon Historical Society
program on Sept. 28

On Sept. 28, Mendon His-
torical Society member, Dennis 
LaPlante, will give a PowerPoint 
presentation on Fort Ninigret, a 
17th century fortified settlement 
in Charlestown, RI; Conani-
cut Battery, an 18th century 
fortification in Jamestown, RI; 
and the 1778 “Battle of  Rhode 
Island” during which a number 
of  British ships were scuttled 
including the discovery of  Cap-
tain Cook’s ship, the Endeavor, 
and the process Dennis employs 

to build historical ship models.
Dennis received a BA in An-

thropology with a concentration 
in Archeology from URI and 
an MBA in Management from 
Bryant University. He also has 
a degree in Boatbuilding and 
Design from the Marine Trade 
Center in Deep Cove, Eastport, 
Maine. 

He is a member of  the Nauti-
cal Research Guild, the USS 
Constitution Model Shipwright 
Guild, and The USS Constitu-

tion Museum. 
Dennis, his wife Heather, and 

their three children (Avery, Han-
nah, and Gregg) have lived in 
Mendon for the past 27 years. 

The program will take place 
on Sunday, Sept. 28, at 2 p.m. 
at the Mendon Senior Center. 
Reservations are suggested. To 
RSVP or for more information, 
email mendonhistoricalsociety@
gmail.com.

Submitted by the Mendon Histori-
cal Society 

SENIORS
continued from page 1

Attendees enjoyed each 
other’s company, meeting old 
friends and making new ones 
over music and refreshments.  

Joan Marino attended this 
year's Senior Tea with her 
daughter.  

"It was delightful," said Ma-
rino, who will be 90 later this 
month. "It's a pretty little china 
cup, and refreshments, and it's 
just delightful how they set it 
up."

John Palumbo, 92, also at-
tended the event.

“I thought it was super, every-
thing was very well done,” said 
Palumbo. “And the man on the 
piano was playing great songs; 
it was wonderful, it really and 
truly was.”

Both Marino and Palumbo 
praised the senior center staff 
for the many programs and 
events they offer area seniors.

Events such as the Senior Tea 
are coordinated annually by the 
Council on Aging who handle 
the invitations, coordinate trans-
portation. and supply the tea 

pots and cups/saucers collected 
over the years by volunteer Ann 
Halsing over the years. 

The Friends of  Mendon 
Elders is the primary spon-
sor. The Friends volunteer, Dot-
tie Garceau, who collaborated 
with the COA, coordinated the 
finger sandwiches, table decora-
tions and tea. 

The event is staffed by COA 
staff and members, and Friends 
volunteers. COA board member 
Earl Pearlman has been play-
ing piano for many years with 
songs from the Great American 
Songbook.
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If you’re looking to refinance or buy a home, we 
offer mortgage solutions that are YOUnique. At

Charles River Bank, our Mortgage Consultants 
will provide the expertise you need and a truly 

YOUnique banking experience.

Talk with a Charles River Bank Mortgage 
Consultant today, or visit our online Mortgage 

Center anytime. We’ll show you why  
Charles River Bank is YOUnique. 

CharlesRiverBank.com
508-533-8661

70 Main Street • Medway 
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham

1 Hastings Street • Mendon

5.41” x 5” 
Hopkinton

Member FDIC, Member DIFEqual Housing Lender
NMLS# 743045

With ourYOUnique
mortgage options, your  

dreams can come true.    

KELLY’S FARMKELLY’S FARM
““Your old fashioned farm stand experience since 1936”Your old fashioned farm stand experience since 1936”
146 Milford St., Upton • 508.529.4564

OPEN 7 DAYS  •  8AM – 6PM

Our own
BUTTER &BUTTER &

SUGAR CORNSUGAR CORN
Picked Fresh Daily!

NOW PICKING:NOW PICKING:
Peaches, Field & Cherry Tomatoes,

Cucumbers, Peppers, Summer Squash,
Zucchini, Eggplant and Butternut Squash!

START YOUR FALL DECORATING:START YOUR FALL DECORATING:
Pumpkins, Mums, Corn Stalks & more!

APPLES OF DIFFERENT VARIETIES ARRIVING WEEKLY!

FEATURING LOCALLY PRODUCED:FEATURING LOCALLY PRODUCED:
Fresh Cut Flowers, Prepared Frozen Meals,
Frozen Meats, Maple Syrup, Honey & Eggs.

ENJOY OURENJOY OUR Apple Cider Donuts! 

Recent Home Sales
    Date	 Mendon	 Amount
08/15/2025	 112-112A Millville Road	 $370,000
08/15/2025	 114-114A Millville Road	 $370,000
08/08/2025	 49 Asylum Street	 $675,000

     Date	 Upton	 Amount
08/22/2025	 8 Miscoe Hill Road	 $925,000
08/11/2025	 290 Westboro Road	 $775,000
08/11/2025	 16 Rawson Farm Drive	 $1.10 mil
08/08/2025	 140 Main Street #A	 $490,000
08/05/2025	 22 Cider Mill Lane	 $925,000
08/01/2025	 244 North Street	 $810,000
07/31/2025	 12 Stoddard Street	 $1.20 mil
07/31/2025	 20 Maple Avenue	 $780,000
07/31/2025	 5 Briarwood Lane	 $1.05 mil
07/31/2025	 6 Boot Shop Road #34	 $917,975

Source: zillow.com / Compiled by Upton & Mendon Free Press

The 4-bed, 4.5-bath, 5,202-square-foot home at 12 Stoddard Street 
in Upton recently sold for $1,195,000. Photo source: Robyn & Sean Sold 
My House

Mendon Senior Center news for September
A Fond Farewell 
With regret, the Mendon 

Council on Aging must inform its  
patrons of  the recent departure of  
Janet Hubener, Outreach Coor-
dinator. Janet provided dedicated, 
caring service to Mendon seniors 
and their caregivers for nearly 10 
years. She will be greatly missed. 
We wish her the best in the future.

Senior Van Transportation
Our van service is available 

Monday thru Thursday for trips 
to medical appointments within a 
15-mile radius, local shopping or 
just coming down to the Senior 
Center. Our friendly drivers are 
available to pick you up at your 
front door and take you where 
you need to go within a 15-mile 
radius. If  you have any mobil-
ity issues, the van does include a 
lift, and our drivers are trained 
in wheelchair securement. Please 
make your ride reservations at 
least 48 hours in advance by 
calling Shawna Timperio at the 
Senior Center, 508-478-6175. 
Rides are based on availability of  
the van; medical appointments 
get highest priority. Ride fees 
are $1 for local roundtrip rides 
and $4 for out-of-town rides. 
Vanbucks are available, get a 
12-punch card for $10. Please in-
quire at the front desk.

Shine Health Insurance 

Counseling
Certified SHINE counsel-

ors are available to assist you 
with questions about Medicare. 
SHINE services are free and 
unbiased: we are available to 
discuss all options related to 
Medicare and additional cover-
age, and we do not sell any plans. 
Call the Mendon Senior Center 
at 508-478-6175 to make an ap-
pointment or call the Regional 
SHINE Office in Milford at 
508-422-9931. SHINE (Serving 
the Health Insurance Needs of  
Everyone) is funded through the 
federal agency, Administration for 
Community Living and adminis-
tered through the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of  Elder Affairs.

New Players Welcome!
The Mendon Senior Center 

offers a variety of  recreational 
activities including:

Cribbage—Wednesdays 9:45 
a.m. The Cribbage group is al-
ways looking for new players. All 
levels welcome.

Hand, Knee and Foot card game—
Tuesdays 1 p.m.

Mah-Jong—Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 1 p.m.

Brain Games—Thursdays 11:30 
a.m.

Please check our schedule re-
garding days, times, and availabil-
ity. Don’t see your favorite game 
listed, please let us know what 

you’d like to see offered!
 
Tri Valley Nutrition Pro-

gram
Tuesday, Sept. 16: Hot Dog, 

Baked Beans & Coleslaw
Thursday, Sept. 18: Baked Potato 

with Chili & Cheese
Tuesday, Sep. 23: Turkey with Su-

preme Sauce with Cornbread 
Stuffing

Thursday, Sept. 25: Shepherd’s 
Pie, Carrots and Peas following 
Music Bingo!

Tuesday, Sept. 30: Teriyaki Beef  
with Steamed Rice
Friendly Reminders! Meals are 

served at noon. The cost is $3 
donation per meal. Reservations 
must be made 48 hours in ad-
vance. Transportation is available. 
Call 508-478-6175 to schedule. 
Meals are subject to change.

Dine-Out
This Friends of  Mendon Elders 

sponsored program is open to all. 
Join us on the appointed Wednes-
day at either the Senior Center 
at 11:30 a.m. to carpool or at the 
restaurant at 12 p.m. Please sign 
up with the Senior Center. The 
cost of  lunch is your responsibility, 
but the awesome company is free! 
Wednesday, Sept. 17 – Empire 
Buffet, Woonsocket

MENDON SENIOR CENTER 
continued on page 14
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BOUCHER 
ENER0Y 
SYSTEMS, INC. 

DIAMOND™
CONTRACTOR 
ELITE 

It/I 

• MITSUBISHI
�ELECTRIC 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems 
provide year-round comfort and are up to 

40% more efficient than traditional systems

NOW OFFERING UPFRONT REBATES
Call us for a free estimate

508-473-6648
           www.boucherenergy.com

 Boucher Energy Systems has been designing 
     and installing HVAC systems since 1981 

BOUCHER 
ENER0Y 
SYSTEMS, INC. 

DIAMOND™
CONTRACTOR 
ELITE 

It/I 

• MITSUBISHI
�ELECTRIC 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems 
provide year-round comfort and are up to 

40% more efficient than traditional systems

NOW OFFERING UPFRONT REBATES
Call us for a free estimate

508-473-6648
           www.boucherenergy.com

 Boucher Energy Systems has been designing 
     and installing HVAC systems since 1981 Call Mauricio

508.202.8602 MA  HIC.#169427FULLY INSURED

• New construction and additions
• Bathroom and kitchen remodeling 
• Window and door replacement
• Wood flooring and refinishing
• Decks, siding and roofing 
• Power washing, gutter repair
• Basement refinishing 
• Carpentry and painting
• Masonry, stone patios and retention walls
• Handyman work
Detailed & Meticulous  •  Reasonable Rates 

BBRREEMMAANNNN
HHOOMMEE  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT

Bellingham Harvest Fest
returns Sept. 20 

The churches
are still seeking 

Sponsors
and Vendors.
If interested, 

call
508-844-1843.

Bellingham’s Harvest Fest is 
making a comeback.

The family-focused event is 
scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 
20, at Bellingham’s Town 
Common from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. A rain date, if  needed, is 
Sept. 27. 

The town’s two Baptist 
Churches — First Baptist 
Church and Bible Baptist 
Church — are organizing the 
day’s activities.

Harvest Fest began in 2017 
and had a three-year run 
until Covid-19 forced the two 

churches to curtail the pro-
gram. It’s being revived after a 
five-year absence.

For the youth, there will be 
pony rides, an obstacle course, 
gymnastic and karate exhibi-
tions, hopefully a magician 
and other exciting activities. 
A Christian concert is also 
scheduled.

Many vendors will be on 
hand to promote and sell 
their products. The churches 
are still seeking sponsors and 
vendors. If  interested, contact 
Pastor Baron Rodrigues at 

508-844-1843.
After expenses are paid (police 

detail, permits, entertainment 
costs, etc.), any funds remaining 
will go to area food pantries.

BVT’s school lunch and 
breakfast programs 
policy
Families encouraged to check eligibility 
chart and submit application 

The Blackstone Valley Voca-
tional Regional School District 
(BVT) is pleased to continue 
offering its students one free 
breakfast and lunch at school, 
thanks to permanent funding 
from the USDA and the Com-
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 
While meals are provided at no 
cost, families are still encour-
aged to complete the Free and 
Reduced Price Meal Application 
on the school website. Doing so 
helps expand other educational 
and nutrition initiatives across 
the district and sustain funding 
for the program in future years. 

You do not need to complete 
an application to receive free 
meal benefits if  you receive a 
letter stating that your child is 
eligible for free meals via the 
direct certification process. 
Families who qualify for free or 
reduced price meals may also 
become eligible for Sun Bucks, a 
new program launching in 2026 
that offers grocery assistance 
during the summer when school 
is out. Families may also qualify 
for Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, which offers 
monthly financial assistance for 
grocery expenses. If  you're not 
currently receiving SNAP but 
think you may be eligible, con-
tact Project Bread’s Food Source 
Hotline at 1-800-645-8333 or 

apply online at DTA Connect.
To see if  children from your 

household are eligible for free 
or reduced price meal services, 
please visit the school website 
where you can view the federal 
eligibility income chart, find an-
swers to frequently asked ques-
tions, and complete an online 
application at www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/freereducedmealsfaq. 

About Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School serves the towns of  Bell-
ingham, Blackstone, Douglas, 
Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, Millville, 
Northbridge, Sutton, Upton, 
and Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of  the Blackstone Valley, 
Blackstone Valley Tech creates 
a positive learning community 
that prepares students for per-
sonal and professional success in 
an internationally competitive 
society through a fusion of  rigor-
ous vocational, technical, and 
academic skills.
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Painting & Carpentry H Power Washing
Deck Refinishing H Exterior & Interior

FULLY INSURED

MOURA
SERVICES

lHl

857-236-3122
Call

Tiago

Follow us on Social Media
Route 16, Mendon  •  508-473-5079

newenglandsteakandseafood   •   nesteakandseafood.com

New England Steak New England Steak & Seafood Restaurant& Seafood Restaurant

Dog Grooming Services

3YEARSin aROW!

Family Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years!

  Back toBack to
 School
 School

COUNTRY HILLS PLAZA Rt. 16, MENDON   •   508-473-4744

FROM YOUR LOCAL FAVORITE GROOMER

Mendon Minstrels Chorus 
Returns! Music Lovers In-
vited!

The Senior Center Chorus will 
begin rehearsals this September 
on Mondays from 1 - 3 p.m., 
starting Sept. 15. It’s not too late 
to join even if  you miss the first 
few sessions! The chorus and 
musicians, under the direction of  
Dave Clinkman, will be focusing 
on music for the November vet-
eran’s program, their upcoming 
fall program with a sports related 
theme as well as a spring “Gar-
den Party theme.  New members 
are welcome! Call the Mendon 
Senior Center at 508-478-6175 if  
you are interested in joining.

Senior Citizens Day Lun-
cheon

Please plan to attend the annual 
Senior Citizen Day sponsored by 
the Mendon Lions Club to honor 
all Mendon senior citizens, espe-
cially Leo and Peg Tetreault this 
year’s Senior Citizens of  the Year. 
The event, scheduled for Sunday, 
Sept. 21 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Unitarian Church of  Mendon/
Uxbridge, 13 Maple St., Mendon. 
Please call 508-478-6175 or stop 
by the senior center to register for 
this event.

Music Bingo
Join us for a musical blast from 

the past on Thursday, Sept. 25 
at 11 a.m. for Musical Bingo by 
Good Thomas!

Come enjoy the songs of  the 
50s, 60s and more. You may even 
win a prize! 

This program is sponsored by 
the Friends of  Mendon Elders. 
Reserve your space early and 
consider staying for lunch after-
wards. Call 508-478-6175 or stop 
by the senior center to register 
for one or both programs. Trans-
portation is available.

Fitness Programs
Intro to T’ai Chi
The Senior Center will be of-

fering two Introductory T’ai Chi 
classes funded by the Friends of  
Mendon Elders for you to try in 
an effort to gauge interest in of-
fering future sessions.

Monday, Sept. 29 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 1 at 11 a.m.
T’ai Chi, per instructor Faith 

Kennedy is “meditation in mo-
tion” and is gentle for all ages. 
Please call or stop by the center 
to register.

Evening Yoga
Evening Yoga is returning to 

the Senior Center on a new day 
and time beginning Monday, 
Sept. 15 at 6:30 p.m. 

The cost of  this eight-week ses-
sion is $60 per person. Please call 
or stop by the center to register. 
Space is limited.

Mendon Senior Walking 
Group

The Mendon Senior Walk-
ing Group will continue this 
September, weather permitting, 
on Mondays and Fridays at 8:30 
a.m. at various locations. The av-
erage distance we walk is approx. 
2 miles.

If  you are interested or have 
questions, contact Diane at: 
diane.m.howell@icloud.com or 
call her at 508-473-3081. New 
Walkers are always welcome. 
Please call the center for more 
information about ALL our exer-
cise programs.

Reserve Now! Senior Day 
Trip -Yankee Candle & Bright 
Nights Trip ~ Friday, Dec. 12, 
2025

Get in the holiday spirit with 
this fun-filled day! At Yankee 
Candle learn how candles are 
made and a get a chance to dip 
you own.

Enjoy a late lunch afterwards 
at the Golden Corral featuring an 
all-you-can-eat buffet. As darkness 
falls a ride through Bright Nights 
a renowned village of  Christmas 
lights will be enjoyed!

Cost is $99 per person. (No 
refunds given after 11/12/25) 
Please register at the Mendon Se-
nior Center.

For more info or questions, 
please contact Bev Fior at 508-
473-8382. Checks are to be 
made out to Friends of  Mendon 

MENDON SENIOR CENTER
continued from page 12 Planning for Medicare: Countdown to 65 (Duration: 60 

minutes) Monday, Sept. 22 at 6 p.m.
Planning for Medicare is a general presentation and discussion 

led by a Blue Cross Blue Shield of  Massachusetts representative. 
It’s geared towards individuals approaching Medicare Eligibility. 
Topics covered include health insurance information outside of  
employer sponsored coverage, such as an explanation of  Medi-
care, the Medicare enrollment timeline, Medigap and Medicare 
Advantage plans and programs available to early retirees, and 
COBRA. This is a great presentation to offer to seniors in your 
community who may still be working and looking to transition. 
Evening programs may also be available. Please call 508-478-6175 
or stop by the Senior Center to register or for more information.

Medicare Supplement Plans or Medicare Advantage 
Plans? Which Coverage is Best for Me? (Duration: 45 
mins) Thursday, Oct. 9 at 6 p.m.

This is the #1 question most people have when deciding on 
the coverage that is best for them. This presentation will discuss 
the differences between Medicare Supplement and Medicare 
Advantage plans, show real life case studies, and provide re-
sources to help in the decision process. This presentation is great 
for people new to Medicare and for existing Medicare members 
that will have the option to make changes to their plan during 
the Annual Election Period from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7 or dur-
ing the Medicare Advantage open enrollment period from Jan. 
1 through March 31. Please call 508-478-6175 or stop by the 
Senior Center to register or for more information.

The Mendon Food Pantry located at the Senior Center is cur-
rently open for Mendon residents one Friday per month by ap-
pointment. Upcoming dates are as follows: Oct. 3, Oct. 31 (for 
November) and Dec. 5.

For more information or to make an appointment call Amy 
Wilson Kent at 508-478-6175

Elders (please add ‘trip account’ 
in memo line.) Mail to 62 Provi-
dence St., Mendon, MA 01756 
Trip Operated by Bloom Tours 

Octoberfest Celebration: 
Mark Your Calendar!

Join the Friends of  Mendon 
Elders for a festive fall tradition at 
the Annual Octoberfest Celebra-
tion—a community favorite filled 
with cheer, treats, and treasures!

Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Senior 
Center. There will be raffle bas-
kets, delicious baked goods and 
handmade crafts.

This special fundraiser is made 
possible by the support of  com-
munity groups, talented crafters, 
and our generous bakers. Your 
participation helps keep the spirit 
of  Octoberfest alive year after 
year!

Can’t make it? You can also 
view and purchase raffle baskets 
at the Mendon Lions Club Craft 
& Vendor Fair on Saturday, Oct. 
11, 2025.

More details coming in Sep-
tember—don’t miss it!

LOOKING TO
GROW YOUR
BUSINESS?

Contact Susanne
508-954-8148

sue@sodellconsult.com
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POWERED BY PROPANETAKE LIFE OUTDOORS
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators

Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens  
Patio Heating & Lighting • Home Heating

POWERED BY PROPANEPOWERED BY PROPANE

508.533.6561
info@medwayoilpropane.com 

medwayoilpropane.com

Call today to make your life better with propane
& ask about our NEW Customer Programs!

Mark’s Transportation LLCMark’s Transportation LLC

**New applicants only; restrictions applyNew applicants only; restrictions apply

Transport Students & Adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the Certification.

SPLIT SHIFTS: Early morning, mid/late afternoon.

Great job for retired person or someone
needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid Driver’s License.

CALL TODAY
for more information
561-654-9881

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS DRIVERS WANTEDWANTED
30 Positions30 Positions

NOW AVAILABLE!NOW AVAILABLE!

WE PAY MORE

Office is located atOffice is located at
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon–Fri, 9am–5pm

TAFT LIBRARY 
continued on page 17

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED  

ADULT PROGRAMS
SEPTEMBER 2025

Upcoming Events:
To register for an event, click 

on the Library Event Calendar 
& Registration link at the top of  
the library’s homepage (www.
taftpubliclibrary.org). 

Adult Handcrafting Group
Let’s get crafty!  Join the Adult 

Handcrafting Group on Wednes-
day, Sept. 17 at 2 p.m. downstairs 
in the library and get your craft 
on! Bring your own craft project, 
whatever it might be, to work 
on while you visit.  Intended 
for adults. No registration is re-
quired. Crafts are not supplied. 

Adult Book Club
Upcoming book club discus-

sions are as follows:
Monday, Oct. 13 at 6:30 p.m.: 

Discussion of  The Women by Kris-
tin Hannah

Monday, Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m.: 
Discussion of  The Things We Keep 
by Sally Hepworth

Monday, Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m.: 
Discussion of  The Pull of  the Stars 
by Emma Donoghue

Copies of  the Adult Book 
Club book for October can be 
picked up at the downstairs 

desk. For additional information 
on upcoming book clubs contact 
the library at 508-473-3259.  

Awards Book Club
Hosted by Taft Library As-

sistant Jane Blackwood, the 
Awards Book Club meets on a 
quarterly basis to discuss fiction 
award winners of  the year.  Jane 
selects from the books that took 
home the coveted Pulitzer Prize, 
the National Book Award, the 
Booker Prize and more! Stop at 
the downstairs circulation desk 
to pick up the latest Awards 
book for discussion.  

The current book in the 
Awards Book Club discussion 
series is Hernan Diaz’s Trust, 
recipient of  the 2023 Pulitzer 
Prize in fiction. Discussion date 
for Trust is Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 
7 p.m. Copies of  Trust can be 
picked up at the downstairs cir-
culation desk.

Footnotes Nonfiction Book 
Club

Footnotes Nonfiction Book 
Club is back with a whole new 
slate of  books to discuss for 
2025-26! Led by Library Direc-
tor Andrew Jenrich, the club 
will tackle There’s Always This 
Year:  On Basketball and Ascension 

by Hanif  Abdurraqib first. Dis-
cussion of  the Abdurraqib book 
will be on Thursday, Sept. 11 at 
7 p.m. Other upcoming books in 
the Footnotes series include:

Over the Edge of  the World: Ma-
gellan’s Terrifying Circumnavigation 
of  the Globe by Laurence Ber-
green

An Immense World: How Animal 
Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms 
Around Us by Ed Yong

There is No Place for Us: Working 
and Homeless in America by Brian 
Goldstone

Material World: The Six Raw 
Materials That Shape Modern Civili-
zation by Ed Conway

A Walk in the Park: The True 
Story of  a Spectacular Misadventure 
in the Grand Canyon by Kevin Fe-
darko

Dates for discussion of  the 
upcoming books are to be deter-
mined. The Footnotes Nonfic-
tion Book Club typically meets 
on a quarterly basis. Those 
interested can pick up a copy of  
the next book at the downstairs 
circulation desk.

German Conversation 
Club

Are you looking for a place to 
practice what German you re-
member or to improve your Ger-
man vocabulary? Conversations 
in German is no pressure, just 
fun! Lead by Library Assistant 
(and Mendon resident) Monika 
Schmid, the group typically 
meets the last Monday of  each 
month. The group will meet next 
on Monday, Sept. 29 at 6 p.m. 
Registration is required. To regis-
ter, visit our website. 

Friends of the Taft Public 
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
meetings are typically held on 
the last Tuesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m. downstairs in the Art 
Holmes Community Room, 
unless it falls on a holiday or 
during a school vacation. All are 
welcome (and encouraged) to 
attend. If  you plan on attending, 
it’s always a good idea to call the 
library at 508-473-3259 or email 
the Friends at friendsoftaftli-

brary@gmail.com to confirm 
the date and time of  the meet-
ing. The group will do its best to 
post any meeting changes on the 
Taft Library web site. The meet-
ing in September is on Monday 
the 15 at 7 p.m.

Coming in October!
A Paranormal Double Fea-

ture with Jeff Belanger and 
Dustin Pari

Two of  our favorite speakers 
on the haunted and unexplained 
team up for a Paranormal Dou-
ble Feature at the Taft Public 
Library! This is a multi-media 
program, meet and greet, and 
book signing. Join us on Oct. 6 
upstairs in the library at 7 p.m.  
Registration is required and lim-
ited. Visit www.taftpubliclibrary.
org to register. 

Ted Reinstein Returns for 
Travels Through the Heart 
and Soul of New England
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Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard-
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident, you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

Access Bellingham-Mendon, Inc. 
10 WILLIAM WAY (OFF RTE. 140) • BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

Tel: 508-966-3234 • Email: abmi8@comcast.net
Visit us on the web at abmi8.org

ABMI-TV 
$1500 SCHOLARSHIP

All local high school seniors 
graduating in 2026 are eligible! 

 Check with the guidance department 
at your school to apply online!  

Applicants must reside in either 
Bellingham or Mendon.

Don’t just watch TV – Make it!

“Molly has always been one of  
the most loved animals here,” 
Brewer added. “She’s curious, 
she’s social, and many of  our 
guests recognize her instantly 
during giraffe encounters. To 
now see her raising her own 
baby, and to know visitors will be 
able to witness this bond, is truly 
special.”

Within hours of  her birth, 
the calf  was standing and nurs-
ing, strong indicators of  health 
and vitality. The animal care 
and veterinary teams are closely 
monitoring both mother and calf  
while they spend time in a pro-
tected space, ensuring they can 
bond safely. “We want them to 

feel secure and give the calf  every 
chance to thrive,” Brewer ex-
plained. “As she grows stronger, 
she’ll join the rest of  our giraffe 
herd, including her father, in the 
larger habitat, likely within the 
coming weeks.”

Giraffes are considered vulner-
able in the wild, with populations 
having declined nearly 30% in 
the past decade. The calf ’s ar-
rival underscores the zoo’s ongo-
ing commitment to education 
and conservation. “We really 
pride ourselves on creating close 
interactions with animals here 
at Southwick’s Zoo so guests 
can learn about them and, 
importantly, care about their 
future,” Brewer said. “Funds 
raised through giraffe encounters 
directly support conservation 

GIRAFFE
continued from page 1 To celebrate, Southwick’s

Zoo will also launch a
public naming contest,

giving the community an op-
portunity to be part of
this exciting moment

in the zoo’s history.
Details will be announced
on the zoo’s website and

social media channels.

efforts, including giraffe preserva-
tion in Africa.”

As of  today, guests are able 
to witness the curiosity, rapid 
growth, and playful personality 
of  the calf. To celebrate, South-
wick’s Zoo will also launch a 
public naming contest, giving the 
community an opportunity to be 
part of  this exciting moment in 
the zoo’s history. Details will be 
announced on the zoo’s website 
and social media channels.

Since 1965, Southwick’s Zoo 
has remained a family-owned 
and operated destination, dedi-
cated to connecting people with 
wildlife and nature. Accredited 
by the Zoological Association 
of  America (ZAA), the zoo up-
holds high standards of  animal 

care and welfare while provid-
ing meaningful education and 
unforgettable experiences for its 
guests. “We’re thrilled to share 
this milestone with our visitors,” 

added Brewer. “This giraffe calf  
is not only an exciting addition 
for families to enjoy, but also a 
symbol of  our zoo’s mission.”

Submitted by Southwick’s Zoo
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BEES & WASPS BOTHERING YOU?
Don’t Tolerate, ELIMINATE

WPC Pest & 
Termite Control

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

CALL THE LOCAL 
GUYS FIRST!

LICENSED & INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

TAFT LIBRARY
continued from page 15

Join us on Thursday, Oct. 9 
at 7 p.m for. a visit from WCVB 
reporter and author Ted Re-
instein when he discusses his 
book Travels Through the Heart 
and Soul of  New England: Stories 
of  Struggle, Resilience, and Triumph. 
Ted will highlight some of  his 
most memorable travels and the 
compelling stories he gathered 
from the people he met along 
the way. From Rhode Island to 
Vermont, from Maine to Massa-
chusetts these are the stories that 
resonate with Ted, all of  them 
unique, inspiring, and unforget-
table. Registration is required for 
this event. Visit www.taftpublicli-
brary.org to register.

CHILDREN’S & TEEN 
PROGRAMS SEPTEMBER 
2025

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our website: 
www.taftpubliclibrary.org and find the 
events page to register along with more 
information for the programs. 

Children’s News
Itty Bitty Story Time 
Itty Bitty Storytime is de-

signed for our youngest patrons 
birth to 3 years old. Join us for 
a lot of  fun on Tuesdays and se-
lect Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Story & Craft Time 
Join us for Story and Craft 

Time! Perfect for the preschool-
aged child! All sessions take 
place on Tuesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m.  

Alphabet Storytime 
It’s all about the alphabet! 

Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, and 
learn about the letter of  the 
week! Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. Please note there is 
no Alphabet Storytime the last 
Wednesday of  the month. 

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins & Coffee and 
Conversations 

Dates: Wednesday: 9/24, 
10/29, 11/19 & 12/17

Join Deb Hudgins at 9:15 
a.m. for a 30-minute music and 
movement theme-based pro-
gram which features singing and 
guitar music for young children 
(infants & preschool).  

Coffee & Conversations is 
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., Loca-
tion: Taft Public Library, 29 
North Ave., Mendon 

Join us for an informal play-
time where families will be able 
to build social connections and 
learn about early childhood de-
velopment and family-friendly 
resources. The library will sup-
ply Muffin House Muffins!

Lego Club
Back by popular demand! 

During this one-hour building 
session we will be led by the 
"Lego Lady" Kim Steadman! 
No need to bring any Legos! 
This program is great for all 
ages....as long as they don't eat 
the Legos! Tuesday: 10/14 & 
12/19 at 4:30 p.m.

Preschool Kidding Around 
Yoga 

We will learn yoga poses, 
dance, sing, and meditate. This 
class is all about fun. All abilities 
are welcome! Mats are avail-
able, or feel free to bring your 

own. Wednesday 10/8, 11/12 & 
12/10 at 9:30 a.m. 

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins 

Join Deb Hudgins for a 
30-minute music and movement 
theme-based program which 
features singing and guitar music 
for young children (infants & 
preschool). Join us on Tuesdays: 
9/30, 10/28, 11/25 & 12/23. 
The program starts promptly at 
10:30 a.m.

Tutors with Tails
Meet Sprite! Sprite is a therapy 

dog who loves children and love 
books. Sprite and her owner 
Janet will visit the Taft on the last 
Tuesday of  each month. Register 
today for the opportunity to read 
to Sprite! Spots are limited.

Book Clubs
6-9 Book Club: We will be 

reading: The Underdogs by Tracey 
West. The book club discussion 
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 
16 at 5 p.m. 

8-12 Book Club: We will be 
reading: Ranger's Apprentice: The 
Ruins of  Gorlan by John Flana-
gan. The book club discussion 
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 
30 at 5 p.m.  

Graphic Novel Book Club: 
We will be reading: Crumble by 
Meredith McClaren & Andrea 
Bell. Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 7 
at 5 p.m. to discuss this month's 
book pick! 

All book clubs will take place 
downstairs in the library.  Books 
are available for pickup at the 
upstairs circulation desk. The 
book club will include a discus-
sion, pizza, and refreshments.

Arrayscape Gaming
Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 23 

4:30 to 6 p.m. for an afternoon 
of  Fall Adventure Minecraft 
gaming! There will be 5 activi-
ties to choose from:

Pumpkin Patch Hunt, Fall 
Harvest Frenzy, Scarecrow 
Building Contest, Acorn Ar-
chery & Haunted Mansion!

Participants need to bring 
their own devices. To ensure a 
smooth experience, it is essential 
for participants to install Mine-
craft on their personal devices 
before arriving. Supported devices: 
Laptops, Chromebooks, iPads, 
and Tablets. Unsupported devices: 
Nintendo Switch, School-issued 
Chromebooks, and Minecraft 
Education Edition  (Minecraft 
Education Edition is incompati-
ble due to its lack of  multi-server 
play functionality, which is nec-
essary for our program. School-
issued Chromebooks often 
have restrictions that prevent 
the installation of  the required 
Minecraft version).For Minecraft 
setup instructions go to https://
www.arrayscape.com/mcsetup. 
Participants should also have 
their Gamertag or Java profile 
name ready for server whitelist-
ing. They can borrow a Mine-
craft account if  needed.

Music at the Blissful
Six-time Boston Parent Paper 

Family Favorite and National 
Touring Musician, Music at 
the Blissful (Evan Haller) from 
Boston, Massachusetts comes to 
Taft Library for a high-energy, 
fun-filled, interactive, move-
ment-packed music experience 
for the whole family.  

Come join the fun as we sing, 
jump, shake, laugh and go slow 
and fast with Music at The Bliss-

ful. He will be playing songs fea-
tured on his new album, "This". 
It is sure to be an action-packed 
good time for all. Join us on 
Wednesday, Oct. 1 at 10:30 a.m.

Dr. Junglestein’s Hallow-
een Spooktacular Balloon 
Madness Show

Get ready for some Autumnal 
fun! Jungle Jim is excited to per-
form his “Dr. Junglestein’s Hal-
loween Spooktacular Balloon 
Madness Show” for the patrons 
of  Taft Library on Tuesday, 
Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m.

This program combines festive 
entertainment with Jungle Jim’s 
trademark high-energy, interac-
tive engagement. Get ready for 
the Zombie Dance Challenge, 
Giant Spooky Creature Creation, 
and even Ghostbusters Training!

Teen News
Jeff Belanger and Dustin Pari 

team up for a Paranormal Dou-
ble Feature at the Taft Public 
Library! This is a multi-media 
program, meet and greet, and 
book signing. Join us on Oct. 6 
at 7 p.m. Registration is required 
and limited. Visit www.taftpubli-
clibrary.org to register. 

Teen Book Club
Join us for the return of  our 

Teen Book Club! We will be 
reading The Hunger Games by Su-
zanne Collins on Tuesday, Oct. 
14 at 5 p.m. Pizza and refresh-
ments will be served. Registra-
tion Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 5 p.m.

Registration is required. Please 
visit www.taftpubliclibrary.org to 
register. Copies of  the book are 
available for pickup at our down-
stairs circulation desk. 
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SPORTS

Holiday Guides  
REACH MORE THAN 182,000 WITH OUR ANNUAL 

This holiday season, showcase your business in our Holiday Guides - 
a special pull-out section. Drive shoppers to your door with great gift ideas, 

catering options and everything to make the holidays joyful and bright!
Coming in November and December! 

localtownpages

ZONE 1: REACH 77,681
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, Holden,

 Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
 Sutton, Uxbridge and Webster

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale, 

Medway, Mendon, Milford, Millis, Natick, Norfolk, 
Norwood, Upton and Wrentham

DON’T MISS OUT!
Reservation deadlines:

October 8th for November issue
November 5th for December issue

Save 10% when you commit to both Guides!

Reserve your space today by contacting Susanne Odell Farber 
at 508-954-8148 or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com

Type III Funeral Director/Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional Dog, Cat and Horse Care at Your Home

CALL MAGGIE
508-769-9634

Dependable • Year-Round Service
Excellent References

35 Years Professional Experience

Senior class set to lead Nipmuc Football
Experienced group takes field this fall
By Chris Villani

Nipmuc football comes into 
the 2025 season with a strong 
senior class that head coach 
James Royster said will take the 
lead as the team makes a push 
for the postseason.

“Our senior class is our big-
gest strength,” Royster said. 
“Some of  these guys have 
played a lot of  football. They 
have been together for a long 
time.”

Nipmuc has several seniors 
who are all expected to play a 
big role on both sides of  the ball. 
Josh Giancola is back for this 
third season at quarterback.

“His leadership ability is so 
important,” Royster said. “Josh 
is that calm head who can get 
things back on track when they 
go south.”

Giancola will have several 
weapons to work with on of-
fense. Johnny Desmond returns 
after finishing in the top five in 
Central Mass. in receiving last 

fall. The co-captain is someone 
Royster said will help Nipmuc’s 
offense stretch the field. Jack 
Moshier is another talented 
wide receiver and a two-year 
returning starter at cornerback 
who his coach called a “sea-
soned athlete.”

Senior captain Eben Consigli 
will be Nipmuc’s featured back.

“He is an amazing athlete,” 
Royster said. “He is going to 
be the main ball carrier and we 
expect him to help us keep the 
sticks moving.”

Dash Correia, another senior 
captain, is back and will play on 
the offensive line.

“Dash works extremely hard 
in the weight room all the time, 
he is always motivating the other 
players around him,” Royster 
said. “He is the heartbeat of  the 
team. He is a guy we need to 
keep us going and keep us mo-
tivated.”

Sean Burchard and Noah 
Garrant are two more experi-

enced linemen who will start 
alongside Correia. Royster said 
both players are solid, hard 
workers who will be key to the 
team’s success. Mason Kirk-
patrick is another senior who 

will contribute at fullback and 
middle linebacker.

Nipmuc will face a challeng-
ing schedule that includes three 
of  the final four teams in last 
year’s Division VII playoffs. 
Royster said his team may have 
some bumps in the road, but all 
that matters is earning a spot in 
the postseason.

“All you have to do is get in,” 
he said. “It doesn’t matter what 

seed you are or who you play. If  
you can get in and you are battle 
tested, you have a chance.”

Even facing a difficult sched-
ule, Royster said his team should 
be well prepared for the coming 
season.

“We worked them pretty hard 
this offseason, and they have 
been pretty receptive,” he said. 
“They have definitely put the 
work in.” 

Five of Nipmuc's senior leaders, (L to R) John Desmond, Sean Burchard, Mason Kirkpatrick, Coach James 
Royster, Eben Consigli, and Jack Moshier. Courtesy photo 

LOOKING TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS?
Contact Susanne: 508-954-8148  •  sue@sodellconsult.com
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SPORTS

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Anytime, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

DECKS • KITCHEN REMODELS • ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS • ROOFING

SIDING • WINDOWS • GUTTERS
ENTRY DOORS • DORMERS • AND MORE! 

774-573-9811774-573-9811

Young BVT football hungry for wins in ’25
Beavers to lean on captains for leadership
By Chris Villani

The Blackstone Valley Tech 
football team comes into the 
2025 season with only a hand-
ful of  seniors on the roster. But 
head coach Anthony Landini 
said the leadership of  his cap-
tains and solid team speed 
should help the Beavers battle 
for some victories and a spot in 
the postseason.

“I think we are a little bit 
faster than we have been in the 
past, which definitely helps,” 
Landini said. “And we are 
young, but we are a little deeper. 
We have a lot of  guys who we 
are not afraid to put out there 
even though they are young.”

The Beavers will rely on their 
captains to show the way. Senior 
Lucas Greenstein returns at 
quarterback after taking some 
snaps last season. He will be 
aided on offense by Bryce Shel-
don, who is expected to be a 
featured running back for Valley 
Tech.

“We are hoping they lead the 
way for us offensively,” Landini 
said.

The defense will be anchored 
by senior captain Isaque Santos, 
another returning senior cap-
tain. Up front, BVT co-captain 
Alex Lavallee is the starting cen-
ter and someone Landini said is 

a player to watch. Rounding out 
the quintet of  captains is Troy 
Santos, a standout defensive 
back who can also play wide 
receiver.

“We have a lot of  guys return-
ing on defense, so I think that 
side of  the ball should be better 
than last year,” Landini said.

BVT will play a challeng-
ing schedule right from the 
first game of  the season, a trip 
to play Auburn, the team that 
knocked the Beavers out of  the 
playoffs a year ago. Valley Tech 
will also be playing at Nantucket 
and has a pair of  defending 
state champions on its schedule 

in Uxbridge and West Boylston. 
With a younger team and a dif-
ficult schedule, Landini said it’s 
important not to look too far 
ahead.

“I am trying to take it week 
by week, because that’s how 
we approach the season,” he 
said. “Our overall goal is to 
make the playoffs. Even with 
a tough schedule, we know we 
can scheme and scrape together 
some wins.”

Experience has also taught 
Landini not to put too much 

stock in the early results.
“We have started 0-3 before 

and ended up fighting back and 
even made it to the state finals 
one year,” he noted. “It’s just a 

matter of  staying in it, not get-
ting down. We are going to face 
good competition, but we have 
to work hard and do the right 
things.”

Alex Lavallee (70) is a player to watch for Valley Tech this fall. Courtesy 
photo 

Troy Rudder (left) is a standout on both sides of the ball. Courtesy photo
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Month-Long

LABOR DAY
SALES EVENT

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (ROUTE 16) MENDON, MA 01756 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
FOUR DEALERSHIPS // SEVEN BRANDS

#D15375 • HEATED SEATS, 3.6L V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 CHRYSLER 
PACIFICA

$23,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,265

As low  
as  

$85/wk
#TP6027 • SR5 TRIM, DBL CAB, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$42,605

As low  
as  

$127/wk

#TP5773 • X-LINE, AWD, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$27,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$33,690

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#P18261 • NAV, HEATED LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 GENESIS  
GV70 3.5T

$53,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$64,700

As low  
as  

$191/wk

#D15356 • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LT

$18,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$68/wk

#C5765 • ALLOYS, AWD, HEMI
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$33,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$48,595

As low  
as  

$120/wk

#124-345A • SUPERCREW, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD  
F-150 XLT 4x4

$30,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,250

As low  
as  

$112/wk

#TP5937 • APPLE CARPLAY, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 TOYOTA  
CAMRY SE

$27,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#TP5628 • XLT, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$103/wk

#C47486 • CUSTOM, 2.7L TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2023 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE-OWNER  

VEHICLES
760 One-Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#47621A • ACTIVE TRIM, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 CHEVY 
TRAX SUV

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$28,565

As low  
as  

$82/wk
#TM25-623A • SR5, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$42,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$58,405

#TP5647 • AWD, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SEL

$26,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$96/wk
#25141A • LATITUDE LUX, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,400

As low  
as  

$89/wk

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$20,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$26,589

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#47004C • SEL TRIM, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,265

As low  
as  

$89/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA 4x4

2022 HYUNDAI  
SANTA CRUZ

As low  
as  

$152/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
COROLLA LE

2023 KIA  
SPORTAGE

2023 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2021 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#D15419 • UNLIMITED SPORT, 8” LCD
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$117/wk

#D15340 • SV TRIM, 18” ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$71/wk

#TP5706 • 27/34 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$29,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,960

As low  
as  

$106/wk

2024 TOYOTA  
RAV4 LE SUV

2021 NISSAN  
ROGUE AWD

2021 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P18138 • 2.0L TURBO, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD 
EDGE SEL

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$92/wk
#D14951L • HEATED LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,550

#C18031 • TURBO, BIG BEND, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,995

As low  
as  

$170/wk
#P18001 • SUNROOF, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 LINCOLN  
CORSAIR

$26,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,645

As low  
as  

$96/wk
#D15211 • AWD, HEATED SEATS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,695

As low  
as  

$85/wk
#TP5839 • 2.0L TURBO, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$40,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,800

As low  
as  

$145/wk

2023 VW  
JETTA 1.5T SE

As low  
as  

$68/wk

2022 SUBARU  
OUTBACK

#TP5397 • 25/36 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,686

As low  
as  

$85/wk

2024 HYUNDAI  
SONATA

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

so you  
save more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2025 MERCEDES 
GLA 250 SUV

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

#47843 • LT TRIM, 4X4, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$38,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$44,290

As low  
as  

$138/wk
#D15237 • 30/37 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$26,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,190

#P17904 • AWD, ALLOYS, SPOILER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,899

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#P18035A • GX PREFERRED, 1.3L

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 BUICK  
ENCORE AWD

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$32,225

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#TP5673 • AWD, TWIN TURBO, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$51,595

As low  
as  

$124/wk
#TP6030 • 4X4, 3.6L V6, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,710

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2024 HONDA  
CIVIC SPORT

As low  
as  

$96/wk

2024 BMW  
X1 xDrive28i

#TP5646 • XLE TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,775

As low  
as  

$124/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
HIGHLANDER

2022 RAM  
1500 BIG HORN

2022 MAZDA  
CX-5 2.5 S

2024 CHEVY 
COLORADO

2023 DODGE  
DURANGO R/T

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

IF YOU CAN 
DREAM IT 

YOU CAN 
DRIVE IT!

#TP5790 • 30/38 MPG CITY/HWY

NO 
PAYMENTS 

for up to 

90 DAYS!

SALE ENDS 09/30/25. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2014 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN-DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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