
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- With some in the crowd 
looking just as geeky as 
the band, The Spazmatics 
kept the fun going during 
their Aug. 30 concert at the 
Clementia Amphitheater. 

The show wrapped 
up the five-concert sum-
mer series presented by 
Entertainment, Theatre 
& Culture for Rancho 
Murieta (ETC) and gave 
the community a lively 
kickoff to the Labor Day 
weekend.

ETC Board President JT 
Turner said the attendance 
was strong, with about 850 
enjoying the concert. He 
said the band delivered an 
outstanding performance. 

“The brought so much, 
fun, energy and nostalgia 
to the stage, he said. “The 
dance floor filled up right 
away and stayed that way 

all night.”
 “People didn’t want to 

leave early, which shows 
how much fun everyone 
was having,” he added.

Pre-Concert 
Program

Before the music began, 
Turner emceed a lively 
pre-concert program that 
included firing T-shirts 
from a cannon into the 
hillside crowd and tossing 
smaller shirts to youngsters 
gathered near the stage. 
He also recognized new-
lyweds, a birthday and a 
wedding anniversary, and 
offered thanks to several 
sponsors.

Turner welcomed title 
sponsor Karen Hoberg of 
Rancho Murieta Homes 
and Land to the stage. 

“I just wanted to say 
how much I love all of 
you participating in ETC 
and supporting our com-
munity,” Hoberg said. “I 
want everyone to have a 

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The 
Rancho Murieta Association board 
has appointed Ernst (Ernie) Cowles 
to fill the vacancy created when 
Director Danny Carrillo resigned last 

month, citing dissatisfaction with the 
association’s governance.

The board held a special meeting 
on Sept. 3 to interview two candi-
dates before making the appointment. 
The other applicant was Jo Ann 
Geller.

Asked to comment after the meet-
ing, Cowles said he was pleased with 

the appointment.
“Having nibbled all the way 

around the perimeter, I guess it’s time 
to jump in,” he said.

Geller also commented. 
“I thought it was a very good 

decision, and I was grateful to be 
considered,” she said.

Continued on page 12
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RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A Rancho Murieta resi-
dent was arrested on three 
felony charges following a 
manhunt that caused wide-
spread commotion in the 
community, after deputies 
responded to a reported 
burglary in progress just 
before 8:30 p.m. Aug. 31.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s public informa-
tion officer Sgt. Amar 
Gandhi released limited 
details about the incident 
but confirmed that Randall 
Stoker, 62, was arrested 
after deputies responded to 
his home on Lago Drive. 
Gandhi stated that Stoker 
surrendered after about 
two hours and that dep-
uties did not deploy the 
K-9 unit dispatched to 
the scene. Gandhi added 
that the victim suffered 
“non-life-threatening inju-
ries” but declined further 
information.

According to the jail 
booking  in format ion 
posted on the Sheriff ’s 
Office website, Stoker was 
arrested on a felony charge 
of corporal injury – spouse 
or cohabitant, felony bur-
glary, and assault with a 
deadly weapon or instru-
ment.  His bail was set at 
$100,000, with a court date 
scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
Sept. 3.

After Stoker posted 
bail, the booking informa-
tion was removed from the 
website, although the jail 
continued to acknowledge 
having a record for him.

The manhunt quickly 
spilled onto social media. 
It began about 8:30 p.m. 
Aug. 31 when a resi-
dent reported four patrol 
cars racing through the 
South Gate as a helicop-
ter hovered overhead. 
Minutes later, at 8:37 p.m., 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire was dispatched to a 
medical aid on Celebrar 
Drive.

Residents traded updates 
online about the circling 
helicopter and the loca-
tion of patrol cars, while 
one post from Citizen.
com claimed a “man was 
breaking into a house and 
fighting with a person 
inside.”

A Celebrar Drive resi-
dent confirmed the incident 
was across from her home 
and noted that neighbors 
in golf carts had gathered 
nearby to watch.

Residents later reported 

Manhunt 
Ends with 
Arrest of 
Resident

Rancho Murieta Association 
Board Appoints Ernst Cowles

Ernst Cowles is filling a vacancy on the 
Rancho Murieta Association Board after 
his appointment on Sept. 3. Candidates Jo Ann Geller and Ernst Cowles answer questions at the board meeting.

Billing themselves as the Ultimate ’80s New Wave Show, The Spazmatics live up to their name as they entertain at the 
Clementia Amphitheater on Aug. 30. Their performance was the last of five summer concerts presented by Entertainment, 
Theatre & Culture for Rancho Murieta. 

Murieta Dance Company Director Doreen Zimmermann 
creates a striking visual by using a long skirt to cover six 
dancers who are supporting a beaming Valeriya Kovaleva 
before their dance performance. 

Geeky Getups, ’80s Music Delight Crowd
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”
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The Capital SouthEast Connector is making 
commutes faster and safer for thousands of 

drivers every day.

With major improvements underway, the 
route will ease congestion and open up new 
opportunities for travel across the region.
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C O N N E C T O R J PA . C O M

Story and photos by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District has 
named Cory J. Carskaddon as its new util-
ities supervisor, succeeding Ron Green, 
who retired earlier this year.

Carskaddon, introduced to the CSD 
board Aug. 20, brings more than 20 years 
of experience in utilities and construction 
to the position.

Carskaddon told the board his career 
began in the building trades, where he 
constructed homes before moving into 
utility work. He went on to spend more 
than a decade with the City of Folsom’s 
water department, advancing to the posi-
tion of water utility worker II. In that role, 
he gained extensive field experience in 
wastewater collection and distribution sys-
tems, often leading and assisting crews.

After Folsom, Carskaddon accepted 
a position as Public Works maintenance 
supervisor for the City of Benicia. He also 
served as the city’s designated “legally 
responsible official” for compliance 

reporting. Despite his contributions, his 
time there was cut short when the city 
eliminated his position due to budget 
constraints.

Most recently, Carskaddon worked with 
the Placer County Water Agency before 
stepping into his new leadership role at 
Rancho Murieta. Along the way, he has 
earned a slate of professional certifica-
tions, including a D5 water distribution 
license – the highest level available – a T2 
treatment certification, a cross-connection 
specialist license, a backflow prevention 
tester certificate, two wastewater collec-
tion certificates and a landscape water 
efficiency certificate.

One of his first visible projects was 
repairing the Chesbro Lake V ditch, a 
drainage channel the district had identified 
as a priority. The board was shown pho-
tos documenting the work before and after 
the repair.

“Chesbro V ditch was one of the new 
projects that just came on the table as 
being a problem,” Carskaddon said. “This 
picture I didn’t know was being taken; 
somebody snuck around the bush earlier 

today as we were out there finishing up the 
V ditch.”

Board member Bill Gere said he hap-
pened upon Carskaddon at the site and 
was struck by the sight of the new super-
visor working side by side with his crew.

Carskaddon said he makes it a prior-
ity to be in the field early in the day for 
drainage work, then shifts with his team to 
other projects and leak repairs.

“So I’m one that likes working with my 
team to make sure they know I’m there 
with them,” he said.

The district announced his hiring in the 
August edition of the Pipeline newsletter. 

“Carskaddon has started work with the 
district. If you see him out in the field, 
make sure to welcome him to Rancho 
Murieta,” the newsletter said. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

Carskaddon Joins CSD as Utilities Supervisor

Cory Carskaddon, the new utilities supervisor, 
is introduced at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Board meeting 
on Aug. 20.

The completed work at the Chesbro Ditch 
was the first major project overseen by Cory 
Carskaddon.
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
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8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

the helicopter circling 
over the north side of the 
community. Posts based 
on police scanner traf-
fic identified the suspect 
as living on Lago Drive 
and included descriptions 

of his clothing, as well as 
two possible vehicles. As 
the standoff unfolded, sev-
eral residents said they 
could hear deputies using 
a megaphone to order the 
suspect to surrender, warn-
ing that a K-9 unit would 

be sent in if he refused.
The last manhunt in 

Rancho Murieta occurred 
on Oct. 22, 2022, when 
deputies searched for a 
teenage robbery suspect 
accused of brandishing a 
firearm. A K-9 unit found 

him hiding in the bushes 
at Greens Park about 90 
minutes later. The weapon 
turned out to be a replica.

The most  memora-
ble manhunt happened 
about 18 years ago, when 
the Sacramento County 

Sheriff’s Office learned that 
an escaped parolee was 
hiding in the community.

“They brought every-
thing out here,” recalled 
Gate Officer Rick Dias.

The search was later 
scaled back when deputies 

believed the parolee had 
fled. But a Community 
Services District security 
officer on patrol spotted 
the girlfriend’s car parked 
unusually, noticed she was 
crying, and asked her to 
open the trunk where the 
parolee was found curled 
up inside.

 This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Country Club Women’s 
Golf Club recently walked 
away with winning honors 
for the Low Gross River 
Valley Team Play for 2025. 
The final event was held 
last month at North Ridge 
Country Club in Fair Oaks, 
a premiere championship 
golf course. 

Captain Patty Jenco said, 
“It was a tight race, but 
in the end team RMCC 
prevailed.”

Rancho Murieta’s club 
scored a total of 386 points 
for the season of gross 
score play. At the end 
of the final match, a tie 
resulted between Rancho 
Murieta and the women 
from El Macero Country 
Club.

 According to League 
rules, when the season fin-
ishes with teams sharing 
equal points, scores from 
the match held between 
the two teams will be 

used, with the winner of 
that head-to-head match 
being declared the win-
ner, thus breaking the 
tie. The Rancho Murieta 
women had played the El 
Macero ladies at Cameron 
Park Country Club ear-
lier in the season, with 
Rancho Murieta winning 
that match by nine points. 
This resulted in RMCC 
Women’s Golf Club Team 
Play team being declared 
the 2025 Team Play cham-
pion for the River Valley 
League.

Central Bay League 
Championships will be the 
next competition for the 
Rancho Murieta ladies as 
they represent the River 
Valley Team Play League. 

Jenco went on to say, 
“We are honored to be 
moving on to the Central 
Bay League Championship 
as the representatives of 
River Valley Team Play 

League.” This net best-
ball competition will be 
held Monday, Sept. 15 
at  Haggin-Oaks Golf 
Complex. The shotgun 
playoff will begin at noon 
on the MacKenzie Course 
and is open to specta-
tors; all are invited to root 
on our local team. Teams 

and players from around 
Northern California will be 
represented. 

The Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Golf Club is 
practicing hard in hopes 
of bringing home the tro-
phy and the prestige of 
winning. Yolo Flyers Club 
Team Play women will be 

representing River Valley 
Team Play in the low net 
(using handicaps) compe-
tition, having earned 345 
points during the season of 
play.

For more information 
regarding RMCC Women’s 
Golf Club, please contact 
Team Play Captain Patty 
Jenco at pjenco@sbc-
global.net. � H

Team Takes Top Honors at North Ridge

Bonnie Shewchuk, left, Jenni Harmon, Carrie Manriquez, Lucia 
Choi, Lyniel Takahashi, Darcy Milligan, Joan Lake and Yao Guo. 
Photos courtesy of Nancy Clevenger

GOLF SCORES

Yao Guo, left, Therese Yannuzzi, Darcy Milligan, Joan Lake, 
Women’s Golf Club Captain Jan Valine, Melody Hayes, Bonnie 
Shewchuk and Team Play Captain Patty Jenco.

Joan Lake, left, Anne Coeur, Therese Yannuzzi, Jenni Harmon, 
Carrie Manriquez, Melody Hayes, Patty Jenco and Lucia Choi. 
Not pictured: Joanna Graf and Angie Friedrich

Manhunt Ends with Arrest of Resident
Continued from page 1
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If you knew what you 
were going to die from, 
would that change the way 
you live?

That’s the question I 
faced in my next assign-
ment in 1999 at Patrick 
Air Force Base, That’s the 
year my Air Force doctor, 
a graying 50-something 
flight surgeon brought me 
in for my pre-deployment 
physical.

I had mixed emotions 
about the physical. After 
all, if he pronounced me 
healthy, I’d leave my fam-
ily to go to Saudi Arabia 
for four months. If he 
declared me unhealthy, I 
might face a medical eval-
uation board and soon find 
myself unemployed.

During my 15-minute 
office visit, he hammered 
on my boney knees, peered 
into my uncertain brown 
eyes and shined his flash-
light into the airfoils I call 
ears. He’d put a tongue 
depressor in my upper ori-
fice and a gloved finger in 
its southern cousin.

Just as I was refasten-
ing my shiny belt buckle, 
his assistant knocked on 
the door.

“Enter,” the doctor 
barked.

A balding young airman 
appeared, handed the doc-
tor a manila folder and was 
quickly dismissed with a 
perfunctory, “Thank you.”

“Ahh. Your test results,” 
he said.

The doc put on the eye-
glasses dangling from his 
neck and flipped through 
pages of blood tests, pee 

tests and vision tests. All 
the while he was nod-
ding, spouting numbers 
and mumbling approv-
ing words like “good” or 
“OK.”

He closed the file with 
a smile, so I ventured 
a guess.

“Am I good to go to 
Saudi?”

“Yes, but there’s been 
a recent  increase in 
your blood pressure, so 
I’m prescribing some 
medications.”

My face flushed with 
obvious concern, so he 
took a more optimistic 
tack.

“Look at it this way,” he 
said. “At least you know 
how you’re going to die.”

“Excuse me?” I begged.
“Most likely a doctor 

will one day write ‘hyper-
tension’ on your death 
certificate,” he declared.

I rubbed my eyes, in 
hopes of dismissing the 
grim reaper I saw draped in 
a white lab coat.

However, not to be dis-
suaded by my shaking 
head, Doc assured me that 
any thoughts I was having 
of an early demise were 
“greatly exaggerated.”

With some enthusiasm, 
he added that my problem 
would be defined as “ser-
vice-related. That means 
that one day your wife, 
Becky, will get a nice death 
benefit – all because of 
your hypertension.”

“Bless your heart!” I 
said. (Southerners know 
what this means.)

He was predicting a sil-
ver lining in my death, 
but I didn’t want to hear 
it. After all, I was plan-
ning to live a long life in 
a beachside home with my 
officer’s retirement.

My thinking was much 
like the greedy farmer 
Jesus mentioned in the 
parable found in Luke 

12:16– 21.
The farmer was so suc-

cessful that he built new 
barns to store his abundant 
crops. With his retirement 
set, the farmer told himself, 
“Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.”

The story concludes with 
God prematurely calling 
the farmer to the pearly 
gates, leaving all his crops 
to spoil in the cavernous 
barns.

Then Jesus added his 
punch line: “That’s what 
happens when you fill your 
barn with Self and not 
with God.”

These days, nearly every 
time I strap on a blood 
pressure cuff, I think about 
the survival odds quoted 
by that doctor. That cuff 
reminds me that although 
my earthly life is finite, 
God’s love is infinite, and 
God always gives better 
odds.

However, knowing how 
I might die has changed the 
way I live. I exercise reg-
ularly, eat better and take 
my medications. But most 
importantly, Becky no 
longer has to see me as a 
potential dollar sign from a 
VA pension. 

CORRECTION: Last 
week, I misspelled the 
Amazon website where 
you can donate supplies 
to Chispa Project. Our 
Amazon Wishlist for the 
back-to-school season is 
https://go.chispaproject.
org/supplies (Do not use 
“WWW.)

Email me with ques-
tions or comment at 
comment@thechaplain.
net. Sign up to receive 
this column by email at 
thechaplain.net/columns/ 
Contact Chaplain Norris 
at comment@thechap-
lain.net or 10566 Combie 
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, 
CA 95602 or voicemail 
(843) 608-9715. 

What if You Knew How You Were Going to Die?

Spiritual Spiritual 
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BY NORRIS BURKES

Spiritual Spiritual 
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Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - When the 
Rancho Murieta Association Board met on 
Aug. 19, the agenda appeared routine. The 
only notable discussion concerned a pro-
posed rule governing the use of e-bikes.

The real action, however, came during 
public comments. There, a months-
long rift between former Director Danny 
Carrillo and current board members resur-
faced after Carrillo addressed the board. 
The meeting also took an unexpected turn 
when a resident submitted a petition urg-
ing the Rancho Murieta Association to 
act against a non-resident dog walker she 
accused of repeatedly violating commu-
nity rules and creating “an atmosphere of 
fear and discomfort.”

Three other residents spoke during pub-
lic comments. Resident Tom Shewchuk, 
who had been working with a group of 
members to purchase the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club, announced that the deal is 
no longer being pursued.

Resident Brian Rosebrock also spoke 
about the rule prohibiting motorcycles on 
the North.

A Veterans of Foreign Wars Rancho 
Murieta Post member inquired about plac-
ing a memorial bench on Rancho Murieta 
Association property.

Non-Resident Dog Walker
Speaking during public comments, res-

ident Setareh Benasso expressed concerns 
about safety in the community and the 
lack of enforcement of community rules 
allegedly related to a non-resident dog 
walker.

Benasso charged that Allison Cox was 
repeatedly breaking the rules by speeding 
in the community, walking multiple dogs 
without a resident present, and continu-
ing to frequent areas from which she had 
reportedly been banned, such as the dog 
parks and around the back lakes.

“She’s driving 60 miles an hour,” 
Benasso said. “She is verbally attacking 
older people in the dog park and her dogs 
are attacking other dogs.”

Benasso told the board that she has 
repeatedly taken her complaints to 
General Manager Rod Hart and the com-
pliance staff without receiving any results. 
Benasso added that the board did not 
respond to an email she sent on Aug. 7.

At the close of her emotional remarks, 
Benasso submitted a letter signed by 20 
residents urging the board to resolve the 
issue.

“For many years, we have dealt with the 
presence and behavior of a non-resident 
dog walker who continues to violate com-
munity rules and creates an atmosphere of 
fear and discomfort,” the letter states. “We 
respectfully ask the Board to take urgent 
and decisive action.

“Specifically, we request a thorough 
investigation, strict enforcement of guest 
access, and clear communication to res-
idents regarding how these types of 
violations will be addressed moving for-
ward,” the letter states.

The River Valley Times reached out to 
Cox for comment. Cox said she lives in 
the community and noted that her car is 
equipped with a tracker, which she has 
shown to the Rancho Murieta Association, 
to dispute allegations of speeding.

“This is pure harassment,” Cox said. 
“She has zero evidence to support any of 
her accusations.”

When The River Valley Times asked 
General Manager Rod Hart if the Rancho 
Murieta Association had banned Cox from 
common areas and dog parks, he replied 
“Yes and no.”

Hart said the restrictions depend on 
whether Cox is listed as a guest or as a 
registered resident. The Rancho Murieta 
Association has taken action when she 
was present as a guest without an escort, 
Hart said, but not when records show she 
is a resident, which is currently the case.

“We always check,” Hart said.
Hart also said that five residents have 

contacted him and the compliance staff to 
support Cox, saying they believe Cox is 

being harassed.

E-Bike Rule
During the committee reports, Director 

Scott Adams outlined the complexities of 
creating and enforcing rules for e-bikes 
within the community. While some res-
idents want e-bikes banned, Adams said, 
he does not support making e-bikes illegal 
because many people use them responsi-
bly. Adams highlighted the challenges in 
enforcement, such as the variety of e-bike 
types and the difficulty in identifying rid-
ers and their speeds.

Adams proposed sending a letter to res-
idents outlining the issues and seeking 
feedback before drafting any rules.

“Then I go back to the governing docu-
ments and talk to them about what we hear 
and then come to the board with a rule,” 
Adams said.

The other board members voiced sup-
port for Adams’ approach.

Motorcycle Rule
Resident Rosebrock, who has long 

opposed the rule banning motorcycles on 
the North, told the board that he was end-
ing his fight.

“ I  w a n t  t o 
observe a moment 
of silence for the 
motorcycle rule,” 
Rosebrock said. 
“I’m going to let 
it go.”

Now working 
across the high-
way, Rosebrock 
has access to a 

garage where he can store his motorcycle 
and can “run it any time I want.”

Rosebrock said he was encouraged ear-
lier in the summer by a new resident who 
also rides motorcycles and “got a lit-
tle bit fired up” to push again for a rule 
change. Since then, Rosebrock has con-
cluded that “it would be a waste of time 
and resources” for the board and the com-
munity to pursue it.

“We have bigger fish to fry,” Rosebrock 
said.

VFW Request
Veterans of Foreign Wars Rancho 

Murieta Post member Dave Walters previ-
ously attended a board meeting to report 
that his group will place several memorial 
benches and tables throughout the com-
munity, mostly on property owned by the 
Rancho Murieta Association.

At the August meeting, Walters asked 
about placing a memorial table on Rancho 
Murieta Association property overlooking 
Lake Chesbro, noting that the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars group would cover the costs. 
General Manager Hart said he reviewed 
the request with Architectural Manager 
Mark Parsons and found no concerns.

“You can go ahead and place the table 
there,” Hart told Walters.

Other Business
The board approved a bid for workers’ 

compensation insurance and contracts to 
replace the Stonehouse restroom roof and 
135 community street signs.

Committee chairs also reported on 
recent activities, including ideas to 
enhance next year’s July 4 celebration and 
a possible bus trip to Apple Hill. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

Complaint about Non-Resident Dog Walker Discussed at RMA Meeting

Resident Setareh Benasso voices concerns 
about a non-resident dog walker during the 
Aug.19 Rancho Murieta Association meeting. Setareh Benasso holds up 20 signed letters urging the board to take action on a dog walker. 

Brian Rosebrock
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Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter 

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A membership effort 
to purchase the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club 
from Rancho Murieta 
Properties (RMP) is off the 
table.

One of the organiz-
ers ,  Tom Shewchuk, 
announced the change 
at the Aug. 19 Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Assoc i a t i on 
Board meeting and at the 
Aug. 20 Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Board meeting.

“As you guys know, 
we have been working 
with RMP to try to work 
out a deal to purchase 
the country club from 
them,” Shewchuk said at 
the Community Services 
District meeting. “We had 
a meeting last Thursday 
and they are no longer 
interested in selling it to us.

“I think that means they 
have another investor in 
mind. But our offer and 
our progress to close by the 
end of the year is off the 
table,” Shewchuk added.

The River Valley Times 

contacted Shewchuk after 
the two board meetings 
to ask him about the Aug. 
14 meeting with Rancho 
M u r i e t a  P r o p e r t i e s . 
Shewchuk said that he 
and Chase Armer met with 

Carol Anderson Ward; her 
husband, Dave Harp; Tom 
deRegt, another investor; 
and Tony Valez, the chief 
financial officer, for a sta-
tus update.

“We told them we 
couldn’t hold to the dead-
line to close by the end of 
the year if they weren’t 
on board. Clearly, they 
we ren ’ t  on  boa rd , ” 
Shewchuk said.

According to Shewchuk, 
Wa r d  a n d  d e R e g t 
explained that because of 
the water situation with 
the Community Services 
District, “They can’t sell 
the country club sepa-
rately from all of those 
Villages A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G and H, because they own 
all of them and so they 
want to keep them all tied 
together.”

Shewchuk added that his 
group is only interested in 
buying the club, not the 
development around the 
back lakes.

The River Valley Times 

contacted Ward to ask 
about other potential inves-
tors, specifically whether 
she is negotiating with 
AKT Development. In 
June, Ward sold most of 
the Anderson Ranch to her 
niece, Bri Tsakopoulos. 
She is married to Kyriakos 
Ts a k o p o u l o s ,  C E O 
and president of AKT 
Development, and son of 
real estate magnate Angelo 
Tsakopoulos.

Ward responded by 
email on Aug. 29, saying 
that wasn’t the case.

“No, not in discussions 
with AKT on other RM 
properties. Yes, interest in 
other parts being looked at 
by other parties but noth-
ing worth reporting yet. I 
will follow up if anything 
moves forward,” Ward 
wrote.

Shewchuk was asked 
how far along his group 
was, given its plan to close 
by the end of the year.

He said the organizing 
committee was still at the 

grassroots stage.
“We’ve talked to 280 

families. But we haven’t 
collected any money yet 
because we haven’t formed 
the company,” Shewchuk 
said.

When asked how many 
families had pledged 
money, Shewchuk declined 
to answer.

“I’m not  going to 
divulge that information 
but 85% of the families 
were supportive of mak-
ing improvements to the 
course and the club,” 
Shewchuk said.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
D i s t r i c t  m e e t i n g , 
Shewchuk said his group 
would wait in the wings 
in case Rancho Murieta 
Properties’ talks with other 
potential investors fall 
through.

“I’m not taking our bids 
off the table, so to speak,” 
Shewchuk said. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Story and photos by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The ongo-
ing rift between former Director Danny 
Carrillo and the other Rancho Murieta 
Association directors surfaced again at the 
board meeting on Aug. 19.

The dispute reignited when Carrillo, 
who resigned on Aug. 8, addressed the 
board during public comments. He offered 
to serve as an ombudsman for residents 
with concerns about the RMA Board and 
staff, saying his role would help ensure 
accountability. Carrillo also urged the 
board to place General Manager Rod 
Hart on leave, citing what he described as 
Hart’s lack of responsiveness to another 
resident who spoke at the meeting.

At the close of public comments, 
Director John Haviland and Board 
President Patrick O’Hern read statements 
responding to remarks Carrillo made at 
earlier meetings and in a full-page adver-
tisement published in the Aug. 8 issue of 
the River Valley Times. Carrillo is propos-
ing new leadership training for the board.

Background
The rift involving Carrillo and other 

directors first became public during a con-
tentious board meeting on April 15.

Speaking during public comments, 
Carrillo said his fellow board members 
had quietly formed a committee to dis-
cuss matters requiring a closed session 
and excluded him from its meetings. He 
said he had been accused of disclosing 
confidential information, a charge he cat-
egorically denied.

Director Scott Adams defended the 
board’s actions, confirming that the execu-
tive session committee excluding Carrillo 
was formed with the advice of legal 
counsel.

Carrillo also proposed forming a 
Leadership & Community Improvement 
Committee to help the association recom-
mit to transparency and open dialogue, 
though he did not request that it be placed 
on a future agenda.

Carrillo didn’t attend the May board 
meeting. However, speaking during public 
comments at the June 17 Board meeting, 
he stated that his efforts to get his commit-
tee proposal on the board agenda had been 
in vain.

Carrillo didn’t attend the July board 
meeting and submitted his resignation on 
Aug. 8.  

Carrillo also announced his resignation 
in a full-page advertisement that was pub-
lished on Page 7 of the River Valley Times 
on Aug. 8.

In the advert isement ,  Carr i l lo 
announced he was stepping down due to 
his growing concern that certain board 
practices don’t align with the fiduciary 
standards set out in the Davis-Stirling act 
and the RMA Bylaws.  He also urged the 
formation of the leadership committee to 
ensure that RMA governance aligns with 
best practices already adopted by more 
than 1,500 HOAs. The petition was signed 
by 46 residents. He also called for action 
in the November election when three 
board seats will be vacant.

Danny Carrillo
Carrillo began his public comment at 

the August meeting by commending the 
previous speaker, Setareh Benasso. She 

criticized the  RMA for failing to address 
her concerns about a non-resident dog 
walker. 

Carrillo commended Benasso for put-
ting her concerns in writing to avoid a 
“he said/she said” situation. He criticized 
General Manager Rod Hart’s handling 
of her complaints and the board’s lack 
of response to her email, and he recom-
mended that the board consider placing 
Hart on a leave of absence pending further 
investigation.

Carrillo concluded by offering to serve 
as an ombudsman for residents with con-
cerns about board members or staff, 
encouraging them to contact him for help 
in preparing written complaints to ensure 
accountability.

At the end of public comments, 
Board President Patrick O’Hern asked 
if any board member wished to make a 
statement.

John Haviland
Haviland said he was making a state-

ment for Carrillo “because I think he 
deserves an explanation.” He thanked 
Carrillo for his efforts in researching the 
formation of a leadership committee.

“I must respectfully disagree with your 
assessment that this board is not function-
ing in the best interest of our community, 

or that the community is in need of some-
one like your committee to vet vendors to 
provide training for us,” he said.

Haviland defended the board’s quali-
fications: “I’m confident that you realize 
our board is a professional governing body 
comprised of conscientious and experi-
enced members fully capable of managing 
and directing this association effectively.”

Haviland criticized the proposed train-
ing materials, calling them “a generic 
one-size-fits-all all, consultant-based 
training.” He added, “While they claim to 
have rescued other homeowner associa-
tions, I’m not convinced that such training 
would provide a tangible benefit to this 
organization.”

Haviland concluded by rejecting 
Carrillo’s proposal: “Therefore, I see 
no reason for spending the homeown-
ers’ funds on leadership training for 
board members,” he said. “I consider 
the proposal that you’ve identified as 
an unnecessary waste of both time and 
resources, and I cannot support your pro-
posal at this time.”

Dispute
When Carrillo asked to respond, Board 

President Patrick O’Hern told him he had 
already used his three minutes.

Carrillo then asked if he could use 

another resident’s time, as had been done 
in the past, but O’Hern said he could not.

At that point, Director Scott Adams 
intervened, noting that Carrillo had pre-
viously accused O’Hern of changing the 
rules on using another person’s time five 
months earlier.

Carrillo responded that a case in point 
was when John Merchant used someone 
else’s time.

“That’s right. That was a CSD town hall 
meeting at the country club about two and 
a half years ago,” Adams replied. “We 
operate under the rules for Davis-Sterling. 
We are not CSD.”

As Carrillo continued to object, Adams 
overrode him, saying that under RMA 
rules and past practices at board meetings, 
no one was allowed to use another per-
son’s time to make a public comment.

“It’s not even reasonable under the 
Davis-Sterling Act,” he said. (The 
Davis-Stirling Act is the law governing 
homeowners’ associations.)

Patrick O’Hern
O’Hern opened his statement by empha-

sizing the board’s adherence to association 
rules and California law.

“The board endeavors to protect the 
lawful rights of its members, its employ-
ees and the board itself,” he said. “We are 
very careful adhering to the fiduciary duty, 
and if we have any concerns, we act after 
advice of our legal counsel.”

O’Hern then addressed the claim in 
Carrillo’s advertisement that 1,500 HOAs 
had been helped by the leadership educa-
tion provider he was suggesting.

“If you take these numbers and calcu-
late the percentages, assuming all 1,500 of 
the contracts were for California HOAs, 
the following comes to light: only 0.03, or 
3% of California homeowners associations 
have associated themselves with these 
practices, meaning 97% of California 
HOAs have not.”

O’Hern said a similar calculation 
applied to HOAs across the United States, 
showing that only 0.41% had associated 
themselves with such practices, while 
99.59% had not.

“So it is a very small number, and we 
don’t know the type of association: could 
have been anything from a brochure to a 
pamphlet,” he said.

O’Hern said the board “absolutely sup-
ports education” and emphasized that the 
current directors have an “unprecedented” 
level of education and experience.

O’Hern concluded by expressing frus-
tration that an individual could accuse the 
board of transparency while knowing the 
board adheres to rules and regulations, 
“and will not divulge the confidential 
information which could fully clarify and 
justify everything they are required 
to do to protect the members and our 
employees.”

After O’Hern asked if anyone else had 
anything to say, Carrillo said he had a clar-
ification. O’Hern told him “no” and hit his 
gavel.

“I humbly disagree with O’Hern and 
Haviland, for the record,” Carrillo said.

Later in the meeting, O’Hern allowed 
Carrillo to ask a couple of questions about 
an agenda item. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

Carrillo-Board Rift Resurfaces at  
Rancho Murieta Association Meeting

Former Director Danny Carrillo comments as an audience member at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting on Aug. 19

Director John Haviland responds to past 
suggestions made by Danny Carrillo.

Board President Patrick O’Hern disputes 
the statistics Danny Carrillo used in an 
advertisement in the River Valley Times.

Members Buying Rancho Murieta Country Club Dropped

Tom Shewchuk announces that the members’ effort to 
purchase the Rancho Murieta Country Club is no longer 
being pursued. Shewchuk reported the development at the 
Rancho Murieta Association Board meeting on Aug. 19 and 
the Community Services District Board meeting on Aug. 20.
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Ernst Cowles
Cowles and his wife 

moved to Rancho Murieta 
more than 11 years ago. 
He is perhaps best known 
locally as a founding mem-
ber of the Rancho Murieta 
Pickleball Club and its sec-
ond president.

His educational back-
ground includes a Ph.D. in 
criminology with post-doc-
toral work in management 
development. His career 
experience spans roles as 
a parole and probation offi-
cer, prison psychologist, 
deputy director of the State 
Department of Corrections, 
university faculty mem-
ber at four institutions, and 
director of three research 
institutes. 

Most recently, he was 
the director of the Institute 
for  Socia l  Research 
a t  Sacramento  Sta te 
University and is now an 
emeritus professor. 

Cowles’ appointments 
and honors are equally 
extensive. His commu-
nity involvements include 
volunteering in vari-
ous capacities in Rancho 
Murieta and beyond. 
For instance, he serves 
on a board of an orga-
n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h e l p s 
incarcerated women stay 
connected with their chil-
dren. Locally, he is a 
member of Save Our Lakes 
& Open Spaces (SOLOS).

Jo Ann Geller
Geller said she has 

maintained a “kind of 
undercover” profile while 
participating in community 
activities since moving to 
Rancho Murieta 10 years 
ago. 

She has worked as a real 
estate broker and bank-
ruptcy consultant and 
liquidator for more than 
40 years. In the 1970s, she 
managed two community 

associations – a 275-unit 
condominium community 
in Huntington Beach and a 
2,200-unit planned devel-
opment in Irvine – and was 
involved in the acquisition, 
development and con-
struction of more than 200 
homes. 

She also taught junior 
high math in the 1970s and 
created a federally funded 
Title IV student financial 
aid project.

Board Comments
Three  RMA board 

members expressed appre-
ciation for the fact that 
such highly qualified res-
idents had applied for the 
position.

Director Chris Child 
spoke first.

“I’m just thrilled for this 
community that we have 
this kind of decision to 
make,” he said.

Director Scott Adams 
said he wished both candi-
dates could join the board. 

“But one has got to lose. 
I hope that person thinks 
about next year’s election 
because this year is already 
closed off,” he said.

He was referring to the 
fact that the only candi-
dates who applied for two 
vacancies by the deadline 
for the November bal-
lot were the incumbents: 
Board President Patrick 
O’Hern and Director Child.

O’Hern also addressed 
the difficulty of the deci-
sion after he announced the 
vote tally. 

“Literally, when I was 
casting my vote I was 
going from one name to 
the other,” he said.

The five directors pres-
ent voted by secret ballot. 
O’Hern said it had been a 
split decision but did not 
provide the breakdown. 
Director John Haviland 
was unable to attend the 
meeting.

Interview Questions
Of the three questions 

posed to the candidates, 
the most difficult likely 
came from Director Scott 
Adams, who asked how 
the community could be 
improved or changed.

Geller said a community 
should have fair rules that 
are enforced impartially 
and predictably. 

“I don’t think we have 
gotten there yet,” she said. 
“I think there is some room 
for improvement in the 
area of enforcement.”

She also suggested find-
ing more recreational 
opportunities for pre-teens. 

“I found that when we 
planned things that encour-
aged younger people, they 
turned out to be commu-
nity members rather than 
disrupters.”

Cowles noted that there 
are two types of changes: 
planned changes, which 
are deliberate and directed, 
and unplanned changes, 
which usually involve 
outside factors such as 
Amazon drivers or wild-
land fire threats. He 
suggested that the com-
munity needs to revise 
the covenants, conditions 
and restrictions (CC&Rs) 
to address new chal-
lenges, prepare for external 

changes and enhance tech-
nology. Cowles also agreed 
with Geller on the need to 
provide more recreational 
opportunities for young 
people.

The candidates were also 
asked which RMA stand-
ing committee they would 

like to chair if appointed to 
the board.

G e l l e r  s a i d  s h e 
was interested in the 
Communications 
Committee, explaining that 
the board has been doing 
a “remarkable” job and is 
made up of “quality board 
members.”

“I’m not saying this 
because I care about the 
job. I say it because I have 
observed it,” she said.

Geller believes the board 
needs a better way to tell 
its story to the community. 

“I think the things you 
do don’t make it to the 
ground level, and it might 
be helpful to get some 
other vehicle to do that.”

Cowles said he would be 
interested in serving on the 
Compliance Committee, 
describing his two years as 
a member as “interesting, 

thankless and even some-
time fun. It obviously fits 
with my background,” he 
said.

Cowles also mentioned 
the Finance Committee, 
noting that he has exten-
sive experience with 
budgeting, and expressed 
interest in the Recreation 
Committee. 

“I think just addressing 
the issues surrounding this 
for young folks to do is a 
major issue,” he said.

The candidates were 
also asked if they had any 
special skills that would 
be beneficial in the posi-
tion and what they liked 
about the community. Both 
gave opening and closing 
statements as part of the 
interview. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Women’s Club 
Hosting Octoberfest 

in September
The Rancho Murieta 

Women’s  C lub  wi l l 
welcome fall with an 
Oktoberfest luncheon on 
Tuesday, Sept. 24. A five-
piece German band from 
the Sacramento area, with 
roots in Germany, will per-
form, followed by a buffet 
of German dishes. 

Tickets are $35 for 
members and $40 for non-
members/guests, and the 
reservation deadline is 5 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. 
Make checks payable to 
Rancho Murieta Women’s 
Club or RMWC and drop 
them in the basket at 14963 
Reynosa Drive or mail 
to P.O. Box 527, Rancho 
Murieta, CA 95683. For 
more information, contact 

Barbara Armstrong at 
916-541-1884. 

Attendees are asked not 
to wear torn or shredded 
clothing. Mark your calen-
dars for the Holiday Home 
Tour on Dec. 13.

Kiwanis Club Sets 
Deadline  

for Farm to Fork 
Tickets

The deadline to purchase 
tickets for the Kiwanis 
Farm to Fork Dinner is 
Sept. 19. Tickets are $80 
each plus a $2.75 process-
ing fee. 

They can be purchased 
by credit card online at 
rmkiwanis.org or by con-
tacting Carol Prinzo at 
rcprinzo1962@gmail.com 
or 916-354-9688 to pay by 
check or cash.

 The event will be held 

Sept.  27 at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club.

Music Mike  
to Entertain Sept. 21

The Kiwanis  Club 
will sponsor the annual 
Music Mike Concert at 
5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21 
at the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater. Families can 
enjoy childhood favorites 
as Music Mike entertains 
children with songs and 
movement activities. 

The free event is open to 
Rancho Murieta families 
and their guests.

Corvette Club Slates 
Poker Run

The Rancho Murieta 
Corvette Club will host a 
Poker Run on Saturday, 
Oct. 12 to raise funds for 
its annual Thanksgiving 

Dinner project, benefiting 
families in the River Valley 
area of South Sacramento 
County. 

Over the years, the 
club’s effort has grown 
from donating turkeys to 
the Sacramento Food Bank 
to providing complete hol-
iday dinners to families in 
need within the local com-
munity. This year’s Poker 
Run is dedicated to Jerry 
McDonald, a past president 
and longtime member of 
the club, who passed away 
in 2024.

A Poker Run is a driving 
event in which participants 
follow a predetermined 
scenic route, stopping at 
five designated locations to 
collect playing cards. 

The goal is to assem-
ble the best poker hand 
and win prizes. This year’s 

route winds through foot-
hill and lower Sierra 
roads and concludes at 
Moonraker Millhouse 
Brewery in Cameron Park 
for lunch and prize distri-
bution. Written directions 
will be provided to help 
participants stay on course. 
The drive takes approxi-
mately 90 minutes.

The event is open to 
all vehicles, not just 
Corvettes: Sports cars, 
sport sedans, SUVs, and 
trucks are all welcome. 
The entry fee is $30, which 
includes two poker hands: 
one for the driver and one 
for the navigator. Entries 
are due by Oct. 3. 

To participate, download 
the entry form at ran-
chomurietacorvettes.com. 
Complete the form and 
mail it with a check made 

out to Rancho Murieta 
Corvettes to the address 
provided.

Summerfest 2025 
Tickets Available 

Online
T h e  2 5 t h  a n n u a l 

Summerfest carnival will 
take place at Stonehouse 
Park on Friday, Oct. 3 and 
Saturday, Oct. 4. 

Advance tickets are 
available online for $35 per 
day, with a $20 discount 
when purchasing four tick-
ets. At the gate, tickets will 
be $40. Children 4 and 
younger will be admitted 
free. 

The event is only open to 
community residents and 
their guests. Tickets can 
be purchased at summer-
fest-ranchomurieta.org/
tickets.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.75%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC 
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family 
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado 
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be 
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal 
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is 
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other 
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within three years from the date of 
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw 
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. 
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

Transform Your Writing 
Dreams Into Reality
Oct 25 Writers' Conference
Calling All Writers
Your breakthrough moment awaits. Whether you're ready 
to breathe life into that dormant manuscript or finally start 
the book that's been calling to you, this is where your writing 
journey accelerates.

Saturday, October 25, 2025 
Holiday Inn Hotel | 9175 West Stockton Blvd., Elk Grove

What You'll Master:
• Narrative nonfiction that 

captivates readers

• Memoir writing that inspires  
and moves

• The essential sound of  
compelling storytelling

• Pro marketing and self-promotion 
strategies that work

• Cutting-edge AI tools for writers

• Foolproof editing techniques

Learn from NorCal Publishing 
Powerhouses: Award-winning 
authors Gini Grossenbacher, Joan 
Griffin, Jordan Rosenfeld, Shawn 
Langwell, Karen Trinkaus, and Dr. 
Lally Pia will share the secrets behind their success.

KEYNOTE: Award Winning Filmmaker and author Chris 
Hennessy reveals "How to Cultivate Literary Agents and 
Publishers" – the insider knowledge that can change everything.

Event Details:
 • 8 AM - 4:40 PM (Registration & breakfast from 7 AM)
 • Network with industry pros during lunch break
 • Just $60 – an investment that pays dividends

Register now: https://egweg.org/conference2025 
Sponsored by Elk Grove Writers Guild.  
Contact: loyholder77@gmail.com

When you listen 
to Chris Hennessy 
speak, his words 
touch your soul—
he is more than 
impactful and 

inspirational. He 
makes you want to 
get up and move.  

He makes you 
believe in yourself.

— John Britto, 
author, Stockton, CA

Sponsored by

Don’t just dream about being published. Make it happen.

Rancho Murieta Association Board Appoints Ernst Cowles

Elections Supervisor Jim Moore, left, shakes hands with Ernst 
Cowles after administering the oath of office.

Continued from page 1
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Story and photos by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A four-mem-
ber working group appointed to review 
Rancho Murieta’s draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan (IWMP) presented its findings 
to the full Community Services District 
board on Aug. 20. The presentation came 
a week after the group delivered the 
same report to the board’s Improvements 
Committee.

The working group was established 
on April 16 when Board President John 
Merchant secured approval to form the 
panel and appointed himself as chair. He 
named Operations Director Eric Houston 
and community members Janis Eckard 
and Jim Farrell to serve with him.

Their 12-page report highlighted prob-
lems with the 2024 draft water study, 
the most significant of which involved 
assumptions used to estimate water sup-
plies for current residents and future 
development.

Although one director disagreed with 
the report’s findings, board members have 
agreed the community urgently needs a 
secondary water source: a need that, for 
now, could only be met through ground-
water. The district has already hired Water 
System Consultants (WSC) to conduct a 
groundwater analysis, including a well-sit-
ing study.

The board covered a wide range of 
issues during the four-hour meeting. See 
separate stories for coverage of the dis-
trict’s audit, two new staff hires and a 
round-up of other topics.

The 12-page document  – “Work Group 
Report: IWMP Questions, Issues and 
Findings and Recommended Next Steps 
& Guiding Principles to Advance Water 
Planning” – is available on the district’s 
website in the Aug. 20 board meeting 
packet. An audio recording of the meeting 
is also posted online.

Background
Updating the IWMP became a focus in 

late 2022 when Rancho North updated its 
application for 697 lots with the county. 
(The number is now down to 561.)  The 
district’s request for proposals drew 
only one bid – a joint submission from 
Maddaus Water Management and Adkins 
Engineering – which the board approved 
in December 2022.

Based on certain assumptions and mit-
igation measures, principal consultant 
Lisa Maddaus concluded the commu-
nity could meet both current and future 
water demands, with the exception of 
an extreme drought like the one in 1976 
and 1977. Her analysis assumed the use 
of Lake Clementia as a drinking water 
source, expanded reliance on recycled 
water to reduce potable demand, irriga-
tion of the golf courses with river water, 
increased reservoir storage through flash-
boards, and the development of multiple 
wells.

Save Our Lakes & Open Spaces, a com-
munity action group, along with Eckard, 
challenged those assumptions from the 
outset. While the board acknowledged 
the concerns, it took no major action until 
October 2024, when the 317-page draft 
report was completed. At that point, the 
board opened a 45-day review period and 
requested an outside technical review.

Progress stalled until January, when 
Houston advised against finalizing the 
IWMP, citing the plan’s lack of a clear 
path forward. He recommended that the 
district instead prepare an Urban Water 
Supply Plan, which will be required once 
the district reaches 3,000 water connec-
tions and becomes subject to state urban 
water supplier regulations.

Houston said he had asked Water 
System Consultants – who recently pre-
pared an Urban Water Supply Plan and 
Water Vision report for the City of Folsom 

– to submit a scope of work for a simi-
lar plan for Rancho Murieta. The district 
has already contracted with Water System 
Consultants for a groundwater study and 
is expected to retain the firm to prepare the 
Urban Water Supply Plan once the state 
requirement takes effect.

Jim Farrell
Farrell, who worked in health care stra-

tegic planning before retiring, authored 
most of the report. During the meeting, 
he used slides to highlight the working 
group’s review of data accuracy and the 
assumptions underlying the study.

He noted many findings, but empha-
sized one key difference between the 2024 
draft and earlier water studies from 2006, 
2010 and 2016: for the first time, it identi-
fied a potential water supply shortage. 

“If we have a drought, we run out of 
water,” Farrell said. “That has never been 
said before in previous studies.”

Farrell also raised concerns about the 
water demand from newly entitled lots 
in the Riverview and Residences sub-
divisions. He also emphasized that the 
planning process must account for the 
full potential buildout by Rancho Murieta 
Properties, even though the investment 
group has withdrawn the lots around the 
back lakes from its Sacramento County 
application and has not submitted an 
application to develop the 39 acres adja-
cent to the CSD office.

Janis Eckard
Eckard, a licensed real estate broker, has 

been a community advocate since 2006. 
That year, she began questioning district 
water studies that repeatedly increased 
the number of homes claimed to be sup-
ported by the community’s water supply, 
even though the actual supply remained 
unchanged.

Speaking at the board meeting, Eckard 

said she wanted to respond to a comment 
made by Director Randy Jenco at the 
Improvements Committee. 

“You said that our report was simply 
making assumptions and that you pre-
ferred to rely on the experts,” she said.

Eckard said the working group relied 
on the “ultimate experts”: the California 
Department of Water Resources and the 
state Department of Health. Both agen-
cies, she noted, had made it clear that the 
district could not use Lake Clementia as 
a source of drinking water because it is 
not permitted, nor could it rely on recy-
cled water, which is not approved for 
residential use and lacks the necessary 
infrastructure for delivery. 

She added that flashboards also could 
not be considered a tool for planning 
future development.

“Last but not least, they said you can-
not use conservation as a planning tool,” 
Eckard told the board. “In other words, a 
50% usage reduction during drought con-
ditions is too aggressive, and it places 
the community at risk of running out of 
water.”

Eckard said the second consultant, Dan 
Adkins, informed her during a town hall 
meeting that the disputed recycled water 
figures used in their study originated from 
the district itself.

Eckard also pointed to the district’s 
earlier history, noting that it modified its 
water supply reports after being sued by 
developers in 1989 and 1990. 

“The assumptions changed at that 
point,” she said. “They accepted the 50% 
usage reduction during drought condi-
tions, and they also accepted the use of 
Clementia as a potable source of water. 
That is what brought it up to 1,000 more 
units.”

Audience Comments
After Farrell and Eckard concluded their 

presentations, Merchant opened the floor 
for audience comments.

Carol Prinzo said she had previously 
urged the board to consider a temporary 
moratorium until the community’s water 
supply issues were resolved. 

“At the time, my request fell on deaf 
ears and nothing happened,” she said. “So 
the community took over and collected 
over 2,000 signatures… So where does the 
board stand today on a moratorium?”

Candy Hern addressed Directors Randy 
Jenco and Tim Maybee directly. 

“You both have stood in opposition to 
members of the community who have 
voiced concerns about the accuracy of 
the Rancho Murieta water supply and the 
study, without giving us facts and proof 
of why you have taken that position,” she 
said. “Will you please let the community 
review your facts and proof?”

Randy Jenco
Jenco, an engineer who serves as a 

director and sits on the Improvements 
Committee with Merchant, said he had 
better respond. He first asked whether the 
working group had involved Maddaus in 
its research. Merchant told him it had not.

Jenco said he disagreed with most of the 
conclusions in the working group’s report. 

“I think a lot of my problems with your 
report is that you didn’t get input from 
Maddaus,” he said. “I think you would 
have come up with a little bit differ-
ent direction if you had her involvement, 
because you were working off the same 
template.”

Jenco added that he had spent consider-
able time reviewing the draft IWMP and 
submitted questions to Maddaus, who told 
him, “No. CSD won’t let me answer these. 
They want to answer them.” He said he 
never received answers to his questions 
“and wasn’t asked to be part of the work-
ing group for obvious reasons.”

Jenco pushed back on several of the 
working group’s assumptions, arguing it 
was unreasonable to say the district would 
never use recycled water for residential 
purposes and insisting there was no reason 
Lake Clementia could not be used once it 
is permitted.

Even so, Jenco said he was in full 
agreement that the district must secure a 
secondary water source. 

“I’m looking for a solution, and to get to 
a solution, how much water do we need?” 
he said.

John Merchant
In addition to serving as board president, 

Merchant has also been vice president of 
Save Our Lakes & Open Spaces since its 
formation in 2015. 

A retired businessman, he offered 
detailed comments during the discussion 
of the working group’s report and high-
lighted one key takeaway.

“If there is an accomplishment, either 
from Maddaus or from the working group, 
it is that I think we are somewhat comfort-
able at this point that we have a demand 
number that looks realistic,” Merchant 
said.

He also addressed the next steps in final-
izing the draft Integrated Water Master 
Plan (IWMP) prepared by Maddaus and 
Adkins. 

“What we have to do about it is step 
two, and that is a WSC thing,” he said. 
“That’s one thing we have to clear up 
pretty quick; WSC won’t proceed until 
we close out the deal with Maddaus. So 
whatever the board decides to do, they are 
going to do. And then if we can get that 
done, we can proceed with WSC.”

Other Comments
Director Linda Butler and General 

Manager Houston also weighed in on the 
working group’s report, but Director Tim 
Maybee did not comment. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

CSD Board Discusses Report on Water Master Plan

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District announced at its 
Aug. 20 board meeting 
that Cecilia Min has been 
hired as the permanent 
director of Finance and 
Administration.

Min first came to the 
district in May through 
the Robert Half employ-
ment agency to serve on an 
interim basis. During that 
time, she worked on the 
district’s overdue audits 
and began the process 
of updating its financial 

systems.
Board President John 

Merchant said he has been 
impressed with Min’s 
work and welcomed her 
appointment. 

“I have to just preface 
this by the fact that we’ve 

been working together 
fairly closely for, I don’t 
know, the last three or 
four weeks and I’m really 
excited, number one, that 
she’s agreed to come on 
board with us, and num-
ber two, that we get to do 
some more work together, 
because it has really 
been a great experience,” 
Merchant said. “And this 
is a very, very talented per-
son. ... And I am really 
happy that she’s here. So 
thank you and welcome.”

Min’s  appoin tment 
makes permanent a role 
that draws on more than 
two decades of profes-
sional experience. Over the 
past 20 years, Min has cul-
tivated a career in external 

audit, consulting and stra-
tegic leadership. Her 
work has spanned a vari-
ety of industries, including 
government, healthcare, 
nonprofits, real estate, 
private equity-owned com-
panies, education, and even 
restaurants and supermar-
kets. She said this range of 
experience has given her a 
perspective that helps her 
understand the financial 
needs of organizations at 
many different stages.

Min holds a master’s 
degree in accounting infor-
mation systems from 
Flor ida  In ternat ional 
University and is a cer-
tified public accountant. 
In recent years, she has 
stepped into leadership 

roles that focus on stream-
lining financial operations, 
creating board-level report-
ing  and  deve lop ing 
performance measures that 
have helped organizations 
meet their goals.

“Over time, I have 
found that my drive lies 
in being able to transform 
organizations and their 
finances, turning financial 
data into strong strategic 
insight,” Min said. “As a 
result, organizations that 
I have worked with finan-
cially have been able to 
resolve accounting mate-
r ia l  weaknesses  and 
improve compliance, gain-
ing the financial clarity to 
make confident strategic 
decisions.”

Min said she felt wel-
comed from her first day 
at Rancho Murieta and 
was encouraged by the 
district’s commitment to 
strengthening its account-
ing practices. 

“From day one, the 
RMCS District team and 
board members have fos-
tered an environment 
where I’ve felt genuinely 
accepted and valued,” she 
said. “The unwavering 
commitment to transform-
ing the accounting function 
has been both inspiring 
and engaging. I’m eager to 
contribute and proud to be 
part of this transformative 
journey.” 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Services District Names Min Director of Finance and Administration

Certified Public Accountant 
Cecilia Min brings more 
than 20 years of professional 
experience to her new 
permanent position.

Jim Farrell describes some of the findings in the working group’s report about the draft 
Integrated Water Master Plan. He was speaking at the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Board meeting on Aug. 20.

This slide shows some of the points made in the working group’s report.
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by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District board met Aug. 20 
and discussed a range of 
topics, including security 
updates and an easement 
request from developers.

The board also received 
reports on the recently 
completed 2021-22 audit 
and from a working group 
that analyzed the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan, and welcomed two 
new hires. (See four sep-
arate stories in this issue.) 
Additionally, directors 
received staff reports and 
elected board officers.

Security
Director Linda Butler, 

who chairs the Security 
Committee, reported that 
the district currently has 
only two patrol officers, 
although efforts are under-
way to hire two more. 
She noted that this staff-
ing “barely covers the 
24/7/365 schedule” and 
that Sgt. Brandon Arino 
fills in during vacations 
and unexpected absences. 
As a result, there will be 
times when patrol coverage 
is unavailable. Butler also 
reported that the gate staff 
includes seven full-time 
and four part-time officers.

Later in the meeting, 
Butler asked the board to 
consider her revision of 
the Community Service 
Officer job description. 
She said that the existing 
description was problem-
atic because it had been 
copied from the Roseville 
Police Department without 
any modifications for the 
district. The board agreed 
to send the job description 
to the district’s HR vendor 
for review

Butler also sought board 
input on the equipment 

that the district should sup-
ply to patrol officers. Arino 
began by recommending 
a return to the past prac-
tice of equipping security 
patrols with firearms, 
handcuffs, batons, pepper 
spray and potentially add-
ing tasers. Arino also noted 
the district has four ballis-
tic vests and has obtained 
quotes for body cameras.

Providing officers with 
multiple tools would 
enable them to follow a 
use-of-force progression, 
starting with verbal com-
mands and escalating as 
necessary, according to 
Arino. He also noted that 
the community presents 
multiple targets for crime.

Although several direc-
tors disagreed with Arino’s 
position, they said that 
they appreciated his candid 
comments. 

The board debated at 
length about what equip-
ment is appropriate, given 
that the patrol’s role is only 
to “observe and report.” 
Ultimately, Director Bill 
Gere suggested tabling the 
discussion for consider-
ation at a later date.

Developer Access
Representing Rancho 

Murieta Properties, engi-
neer Mike Robertson said 

the company is seeking 
an easement through dis-
trict property to connect 
39 acres to the intersec-
tion of Jackson Highway 
and Murieta Drive. He 
emphasized that Rancho 
Murieta Properties has 
no immediate plans to 
develop the site, although 
the idea of building an 
apartment complex and 
homes had been floated in 
the past. Board members 
concluded the discussion 
with a general sentiment 
that they would prefer to 
wait for a more definitive 
development plan before 
considering any easement 
request.

Operations Report
Director of Operations 

Eric Houston reported 
that water consumption 
is roughly half the annual 
average, likely due to 
cooler weather. Clementia, 
Chesbro and Calero reser-
voirs are about 90.3% full, 
according to Houston. As a 
tertiary wastewater project 
nears completion, the dis-
trict is experiencing more 
wastewater than usual for 
this time of year. Without 
the tertiary plant operat-
ing, some water had to be 
diverted from Clementia 
to the country club for 

irrigation, and the district 
will also likely need to 
dispose of excess treated 
wastewater at the Van 
Vleck spray fields.

Houston also reported 
that the new fuel station is 
nearing completion, which 
will eliminate the need 
for district trucks to refuel 
at a local gas station and 
is expected to save about 
$50,000.

In a separate agenda 
item, Houston received 
board approval for the pur-
chase of an advanced water 
metering infrastructure for 
about $165,000, as autho-
rized in the current budget. 
The purchase includes soft-
ware and a radio tower; 
some of the remaining 
funds will be used to add 
endpoints to existing water 
meters, allowing them to 
be read remotely.

Houston received board 
approval to add a third 
fountain to the Lost Lake 
retention basin, located off 
Reynosa Drive, to improve 
water quality and reduce 
stagnation. The project’s 
cost is $3,676.

He reported on efforts to 
complete a throttling valve 
that will equalize water 
levels in the district’s two 
storage tanks. 

The need for the valve 

became apparent during 
a heat wave last summer, 
when the water level in 
the Rio Oso tank dropped 
sharply. 

Houston said that he 
hopes the work will be fin-
ished by the time the first 
homes in the Residences 
come online, possibly as 
soon as December.

IT Report
IT Manager Andy Lee 

reported that he is over-
seeing the rollout of new 
iPhones for district staff, 
although the process has 
been delayed due to issues 
with AT&T and Apple. 

Lee also noted that the 
district’s surveillance 
cameras are aging; he is 
working with vendors on 
pricing and hopes to com-
plete the upgrade by the 
end of the year.

Lee said he is also con-
tinuing to replace all 
district desktops and lap-
tops, migrating to Windows 
11, and upgrading the net-
work infrastructure. 

Additionally, Lee is 
seeking a new vendor to 
replace outdated equipment 
that facilitates communica-
tion between district offices 
and the wastewater plants.

Other Business
In other business, the 

board unanimously elected 
John Merchant as pres-
ident and Butler as vice 
president.

The board approved the 
purchase of a new Ford 
F-250 pickup, which had 
already been authorized 
in the current budget, and 
granted permission for 
out-of-state training for 
chief plant operator Travis 
Bohannon. 

The training will cover 
membrane systems cur-
rently used at the district’s 
water treatment plant.

The board approved 
reimbursement of a $380 
plumbing bill for the repair 
of a water main in Murieta 
Village. Directors agreed 
with staff ’s recommen-
dation to raise the $5,000 
threshold so future repairs 
can be approved by staff 
without board action.

The finance report is 
included in the separate 
story about the audits.

The community ser-
vices board’s next regular 
meeting will be at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday Sept. 17. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Security, Developer Access are CSD Topics

Resident Candy Hern makes a public comment at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District meeting on Aug. 20.

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The status of 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District’s overdue audits – one finished 
and two still pending – was a major topic 
when the board met Aug. 20.

In a separate action, the board appointed 
Cecilia Min as director of finance and 
administration.(See related story.) Min has 
served in the role on an interim basis since 
May and has overseen the work needed for 
all three audits. 

Ingrid Sheipline, an accountant with 
Richardson & Company, presented the 
results of the 2021-22 audit, which was 
just completed.

Min told the board she expects to 
have draft audits for 2022-23 and 2023-
24 ready by mid-November. She also 
reported on other financial matters at the 
meeting.

Audit Results
Sheipline told the board that Richardson 

& Company had issued a modified opin-
ion on the financial statements for the 
water and sewer funds because of missing 
infrastructure assets. The district’s other 
funds – drainage, solid waste and security 
– received an unqualified report.

An unqualified report, often called a 
clean opinion, indicates the auditor found 
the financial statements present a true 
and fair view of the district’s finances in 
accordance with accounting standards. A 
qualified, or modified, opinion means the 
statements are fairly presented except for 
a specific issue that is material but not 
pervasive.

The audit report also cited five material 
weaknesses and two significant deficien-
cies, most of them carried over from the 
three previous audits. Sheipline said the 
problems stemmed largely from a short-
age of finance staff.

“Cecilia had to jump into midway 
through fiscal year of 2021-22 to get 

everything cleaned up to get where we are 
actually issuing a report,” the auditor said.

Examples of internal control issues 
included delays in reporting payroll 
transactions and incomplete bank recon-
ciliations. One reason for the modified 
opinion, Sheipline said, was that develop-
er-constructed infrastructure turned over 
to the district had not been quantified or 
recorded in the district’s books. 

“So, basically these assets are missing,” 
she told the board.

Sheipline also outlined recommen-
dations that did not rise to the level of 
material weaknesses or significant defi-
ciencies. Among them were auditing 
capital assets, reviewing the district’s 
reserves policy, updating a procedures 
manual that has not been revised in 10 
years, and integrating the billing system 
with the general ledger.

“The billing system was unable to gen-
erate an accounts receivable aging report, 
so that is something that needs to be 
looked at,” Sheipline said.

When Board President John Merchant 
asked for comments, Director Tim 
Maybee said he didn’t see any surprises.

Merchant agreed, noting that Min and 
her staff have been addressing problems as 
they arise. While the next two audits may 
be easier because staff now understand 
issues they didn’t before, he cautioned the 
district will likely continue to face simi-
lar problems that could result in repeated 
findings from the auditors.

“The goal is that we can somehow work 
our way through where we get a clean 
audit,” he said.

Director Linda Butler asked when 
the district will be able to determine the 
amount of its reserves. 

“Not until the books get updated,” 
Sheipline replied.

On another point, Min reported that the 
2021-22 audit included 34 adjustments: 
corrections of misstatements needed to 
balance accounts. 

“That’s not acceptable to me, so we 
need to make sure we don’t have that 
many journal entries going forward,” she 
said.

At the Aug. 19 Finance Committee 
meeting, Sheipline noted that a typi-
cal audit would include only five to 10 
adjustments.

Financial Report
Min reported that staff is making good 

progress on the 2022-23 and 2023-24 
financial records. She said 97% of the data 
for those years has already been entered 
into the district’s Great Plains software.

She noted it was fortunate that one of 
the Robert Half temporary accountants 
hired by the district had experience with 
the district’s older software. In addition, 
she brought in a Great Plains consultant to 
help with the data transfer.

Min said she expects to have draft audits 
for both years completed in November.

For years, district finance staff told 
the board that the Great Plains software 
was outdated and unsuited for a govern-
ment agency because it could not handle 
fund accounting. As a workaround, staff 
relied on Excel spreadsheets. Min discov-
ered that Great Plains did include a fund 
accounting module, but it had never been 
activated.

Min also updated the board on staffing 
changes, though she did not say whether 
they were affecting progress on the audits. 
One of the district’s accounting clerks 
has left, and the CSD accountant is work-
ing part time while on paternity leave. In 
addition, one of the Robert Half junior 
accountants will be leaving at the end of 
the month.

To fill the gaps, Min said the district will 
bring in a higher-level temporary accoun-
tant to assist with accounts payable and 
to cover for the district’s accountant. She 
also noted that she took over payroll in 
July and has already identified several 
areas for improvement.

Background
At the June Financial Committee meet-

ing, Minn reported significant challenges 
with the 2021-22 audit, which had already 
been submitted to the auditing firm. After 
sending a list of outstanding items to the 
district in February, the auditors received 
no response and were preparing to move 
on to another client, until Min intervened.

 To keep the auditors engaged, she 
suspended all work on the 202223 and 
2023–2-4 audit preparations and redi-
rected the temporary accountants, district 
accounting staff and other CSD employees 
to focus on resolving the 2021-22 audit 
issues. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H H

CSD Board Covers Completed 
Audit, Finance Records

Auditor Ingrid Sheipline provides an overview of the completed 2020-21 audit at the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services Board meeting on Aug. 20.
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By MPG Staff

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Elk Grove 
Elementary School teacher Bethany 
Hancock was named 2025 Teacher of the 
Year by the Sacramento County Board 
of Education and honored alongside 
Sacramento teacher Derek Tahara at an 
Aug. 22 ceremony.

The Sacramento County Office of 
Education (SCOE) recognized district 
Teachers of the Year and announced the 
two county winners during its annual cel-
ebration at the Hilton Sacramento Arden 
West.

Hancock, a third-grade teacher in 
the Elk Grove Unified School District, 
and Tahara, a third-grade teacher at 
David Lubin Elementary School in the 
Sacramento City Unified School District, 
received the Elinor Lincoln Hickey Award 
of Merit, the top honor bestowed by the 
board. Trustees O. Alfred Brown Sr., 
Vanessa Caigoy, Heather Davis and Youth 
County Board Member Nairobi Dunbar 
presented the awards.

The Sacramento Scottish Rite continued 
its tradition of awarding perpetual trophies 
to the winners.

Hancock and Tahara now join a select 

group of educators who will represent 
Sacramento County in the California State 
Teachers of the Year program. Past hon-
orees include Elinor Hickey, the 1978 
County Teacher of the Year and namesake 
of the award.

The two winners were selected by a 
committee of education professionals, 

including past Teachers of the Year, who 
interviewed candidates and reviewed 
essays from 13 district nominees. Large 
districts are eligible to nominate two 
teachers each year.

The program is  presented by 
Sacramento County Office of Education 
in partnership with the Sacramento Kings, 

Sacramento Republic FC, Sacramento 
River Cats, SchoolsFirst Federal Credit 
Union and Sacramento Scottish Rite.

Sacramento County Office of Education 
serves more than 258,000 students across 
13 districts in the county, providing direct 
education, training and support services. 
It also leads the Capital Service Region, a 
10-county area in Northern California. �H

Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
rmcsd.com.

Aug. 22
3:30 a.m.,  Welfare 

Check, Anillo 2 Park. 
Reporting party concerned 
their friend was attempting 

to drive after  being 
dropped off. Subject’s 
vehicle located unoccu-
pied in his driveway upon 
arrival.

8 :12 a .m. ,  Vehicle 
Accident: White BMW 
320 made contact with the 
middle island of the resi-
dent lane, just missing the 
bollard. 

Video footage was 
reviewed and middle resi-
dent lane was observed to 
have no damage. Driver 
of vehicle appeared to 

be OK as male subject 
exited after the incident to 
assess damage to vehicle. 
Administrative Sgt. Arino 
made contact with resident, 
who stated he was OK, 
just misjudged as he was 
merging over to the lane. 
Medical was not needed 
and no damage to property 
was observed.

Aug. 24
12:07 a.m., Trespassing: 

Vehicle at Lake Calero 
af ter  hours .  Vehic le 

departed upon arrival.
10:10 p.m., Burglar 

alarm for RMA mainte-
nance yard. Alarm off and 
area clear on arrival. No 
sign of forced entry or 
break-in.

Aug. 25
1:16 p.m., Disturbance: 

Followed up with Village 
Management regarding an 
incident that occurred Aug. 
24 around 3 p.m. during 
the Luau event that took 
place in the clubhouse. A 

resident entered the build-
ing, approaching a Village 
employee; a verbal alter-
cation ensued over a 
billing issue. Both par-
ties began pushing each 
other. Another resident 
got involved in attempts 
to mediate the situation, 
resulting in a physical 
altercation. The situation 
later calmed down on its 
own.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Department was 
notified by initial reporting 

party and an incident num-
ber was provided to all 
parties. 

No arrests were made 
and one person was later 
self-transported to the hos-
pital for injuries in result of 
the incident.

Sept. 1
11:29 p.m.,  Alarm, 

Burger King: Company 
called stating audible alarm 
activated. 

Alarm off on arrival and 
area secure.� H

Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111Visit: mpg8.com

Yard sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise  
in your local  
community 
newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Home Improvement

Visit: mpg8.com

Services Available
Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with 
shopping or other activities. 
Call George at 916-470-7169 
6 am - 10 pm

RESEARCH CHEMIST 
Pharmaceutical manufacturing 

and research co. (Sacra-
mento, CA) seeks Research 
Chemist to maintain, operate 
and troubleshoot variety of 

chromatographic and spectro-
scopic systems including but 
not limited to GC-MS, UPLC, 
HPLC, LC, LC-MS, UV-Vis 

spectrometry, PDA and CAD. 
Generate study designs/

protocols, write and distribute 
final reports. Review laboratory 
notebooks, raw data and tech-
nical documentation in support 

of regulatory filings. Salary: 
$109,994.00–$110,000.00/
yr.  Send resumes to: HRD, 

Nivagen Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
3050 Fite Circle, Suite 100, 
Sacramento, CA 95827.

Job Posting

SECURITY LOGS

County Names Hancock Teacher of the Year

Bethany Hancock, a third-grade teacher at Elk Grove Elementary School, was named 2025 
Teacher of the Year by the Sacramento County Board of Education. 

Elk Grove Elementary School teacher Bethany 
Hancock received the Elinor Lincoln Hickey 
Award of Merit. Photos courtesy of Elk Grove 
Unified School District
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FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

3.904.054.25
2

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

10/16/2024.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-354-8870 OR 916-988-3464
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA 

Serving the Entire Sacramento Area Since 1992
FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

NO JOB TOO SMALL... OR TOO BIG!
Property Managers: We specialize in serving you promptly & completely

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes
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WHERE

ARE MADE!

 Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.

fantastic time and remem-
ber how grateful we all 
are for being in Rancho 
Murieta.”

Turner also acknowl-
edged the third appearance 
of a food truck at an ETC 
concert. 

“A b ig  thanks  to 
Drewski’s for helping 
keep us fueled up while we 
enjoy the music,” he said.

His introduction of the 
Murieta Dance Company 
was anything but ordinary. 
Turner told the audience, 
“Close your eyes and give 
them some privacy because 
we really don’t have a 
dressing room.” Moments 
later, Director Doreen 
Zimmermann unveiled a 
striking visual effect with 
dancer Valeriya Koveva, 
who appeared 10 feet tall 
thanks to a long, flowing 
skirt.

Zimmermann said the 
inspiration struck in the 
middle of the night. 

“I woke up at 3 a.m. 
thinking about how to 
illustrate the song ‘Dance 
Me to the End of Love’ 
by Leonard Cohen,” she 
said. “I kept the thought 
and started working on the 
skirt the next day. The idea 
is to dance on a dance floor 
in a grand and over-the-top 
way.”

Concert
When it came time 

to introduce the head-
liners, Turner built the 
excitement.

“We’ve got a band that 
brings all the energy, all 
the fun and all of the unfor-
gettable hits from the best 
decade ever,” he said. “Get 
ready to sing, to dance, to 
nerd out, because the ’80s 
show is here.”

T h e  S p a z m a t i c s 
launched into their set with 
a booming rendition of 

“No Parking on the Dance 
Floor.” 

Fans wasted no time 
rushing forward, quickly 
filling the dance floor, 
though with barely enough 
space, there was more 
parking than dancing.

Many of those on the 
dance floor clearly grew 
up in the ’80s, with some 

even sporting colorful out-
fits from the era. 

The musicians topped 
them, dressed in deliber-
ately nerdy attire from the 
same decade and pulling 
off the kind of hijinks fit-
ting for a band called The 
Spazmatics.

The crowd sang along 
word-for-word to the 

band’s playlist, which 
featured hits like “My 
Prerogative,” “The Boys 
Are Back in Town,” “I 
Can’t Go for That” and 
“What I Like About You.” 
The set closed with an 
over-the-top performance 
of “Bohemian Rhapsody,” 
with the audience shouting 
out lyrics on cue.

After the crowd called 
for an encore, the band 
kicked it off with “Play 
That Funky Music,” then 
sashayed into disco favor-
ites like “Shake Your 
Booty” and “Stayin’ Alive” 
before circling back to 
their original sound.

The crowd wasn’t the 
only one having a good 
time. Drummer Wayne 
Famous, serving as the 
band’s spokesman, said 
afterward, “The concert 
was overwhelmingly cool. 
The crowd was very vocal, 
super enthusiastic and very 
nice people.”

Turner said this sum-
mer’s ETC concert series 
was a clear success. 

“Each show brought 
out great crowds, amazing 

music and a special sense 
of community,” he said. 
“We look forward to 
every summer at the 
amphitheater. It’s always 
rewarding to see people 
dancing under the stars 
and enjoying the lake 
backdrop.”

Planning is already 
underway for next year. 

“The board is exploring 
bands and ideas to keep 
building on the energy and 
momentum we had this 
year,” Turner said. “Our 
goal is to always bring top-
notch entertainment and 
create unforgettable com-
munity experiences by the 
lake.” 

See more photos from 
the event at therivervalley-
times.com.� H

Continued from page 1

Geeky Getups, ’80s Music Delight Crowd

Band members parade through the dance floor after coming down from the stage. 

Re-creating an iconic moment in the film “Titanic,”  the 
guitarist supports the drummer as he leans over the 
imaginary ship’s railing and sings “My Heart Will Go On.”    

Youngsters scramble for a T-shirt tossed into their midst by 
emcee JT Turner. He also used a cannon to fire bigger shirts 
into the crowd on the hill.

Hijinks like this are all part of the show.


