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By Idaly Valencia

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Experience the fla-
vors of the Americas at a 
first-of-its-kind event when 
Terra Madre Americas is in 
Sacramento from Sept. 26 
to Sept. 28.

Presented by Visi t 
Sacramento and Slow 
Food, the weekend will be 
dedicated to showcasing 
the diverse flavors and tra-
ditions of Sacramento and 
cultures from around the 
globe. 

The Terra Madre Salone 
del Gusto, Slow Food’s 
premier international fes-
tival, is held every other 
year in Italy, where farm-
ers, chefs and food lovers 
gather to promote good, 
clean and fair food for all. 

Inspired by that fes-
t i v a l ,  Te r r a  M a d r e 
Americas will bring food 
and drink tastings, live 
music, chef demonstra-
tions, educational panels, 
artisan vendors and fam-
ily-friendly activities to 
Sacramento.

Apart from certain tick-
eted/reserved experiences, 
the festival entrance is free 
and open to all ages. 

Whether you’re a cook, 
farmer or just a food lover, 
Terra Madre Americas is 
an opportunity to learn and 
connect with the cultural 
background behind the 
food that is being enjoyed. 

Grand Tasting
The Grand Tasting, a 

separately-ticketed event, 
will kick off the weekend 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Sept. 26 

and feature tastings from 
more than 20 chefs, along 
with craft drinks and live 
entertainment. 

L o c a l  c h e f s  w h o 
will participate include 
Rebecca Campbell of 
Sac City Brews, Pedro 
Depina of The 7th Street 
Standard, Craig Takehara 
of Binchoyaki, Michael 
Fagnoni of Hawks Public 
House and Nina Curtis of 
Plant-ish & Co. 

General admission is 
$125 and includes two 

drinks with unlimited tast-
ings. The experience is 
limited to ages 21 and 
older.

Live Music at the 
Golden 1 Stage

The Golden 1 Live 
Music Stage, located at 
14th and I streets, will host 
free performances Sept. 
27 and Sept. 28 where 
attendees can listen to the 
contemporary sound of 
national headliner perform-
ers to standout local talent.

Acts include deejay 
NESSS, Son Café, hot-
plug, Jon Wiilde, Zephyr, 
Passion Pit (solo acous-
tic), Jade Bird, Spoon, The 
War on Drugs, deejay Lady 
Char and Big Head Todd 
and the Monsters.

Performances on Sept. 
27 will be from noon to 
8:20 p.m. and from noon 
to 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 
28. For set times, visit 
TerraMadreUSA.com.

Visit Sacramento curated 
Continued on Page 2

One Weekend, World of Flavors
Terra Madre Americas Culinary & Cultural Festival

Outdoor vendors at Terra Madre Americas Sept. 26 to 28 will showcase some of the best of 
Sacramento’s flavor with food, locally made beers and wines, handmade goods, interactive 
exhibits and more. Photo courtesy of Terra Madre Americas

Artist Reclaims Wood, Creates Beautiful Pieces
Story and photos  
by Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
When the pandemic drove 
people to find how to cope, 
Jaime Dempsey decided to 
burn wood. To be clear, art 
was always an outlet. 

She received an art 
minor at Sacramento State, 
where she first discovered 
her interest in wood as a 
medium.

“I always liked doing 
things with wood,” she 
said. “Sometimes I’d paint 
on it, or paint on paper and 
nail it to the wood.” 

Homebound with her 
husband and two daugh-
ters, Dempsey remembers, 
“I had a pause giving me 
a chance to slow down, 

Continued on Page 3 Artist Jaime Dempsey proudly shows off her Blue House Studio.

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - The Sacramento 
C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Supervisors voted unani-
mously on Sept. 3 to revise 
the approved budget for the 
2025-26 fiscal year.

The $9.2 billion Revised 
Recommended Budget 
included an increase of 
$239 million in total appro-
priations from the $8.9 
bill ion Recommended 
Budget that the board 
approved in June. 

The increases included 
a $16-million increase in 
General Fund appropria-
tions and a $223-million 
increase in appropriations 
in other funds, resulting 
primarily from re-budget-
ing of capital projects and 
other contractual expen-
ditures and including 
$529,000 in non-General 
Fund growth.

Additional growth in 
the revised recommended 
budget includes total 
appropriations of $4 mil-
lion in Net County Cost 
and 16 full-time equivalent 
positions.

R e  t h e  S h e r i f f ’s 
Department’s Intensive 
Outpatient Program (IOP) 
Expansion, $0.5 million 
Net County Cost is rec-
ommended to fund one 
full-time equivalent Sheriff 
Sergeant and four full-time 
equivalent Deputy Sheriff 
positions needed for the 
expansion of the IOP pro-
gram to comply with the 
Mays consent decree.

Re the Correctional 
Health Services – IOP 
Expansion, $1.8 million 
Net County Cost is rec-
ommended to increase the 
UC Davis mental health 
services contract for five 
months of expanded IOP 
operations during Fiscal 
Year 2025-26 and to pro-
vide funding required 
Fiscal  Year  2025-26 

County 
Revises 

Approved 
2025-26 
Budget
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Getting where you need to be in life is easier when the path is clear. Open 
Enrollment is your chance to take control of your health care—by selecting a plan 
that fits your needs today and into the future. This year, consider a health plan that 
connects you to Dignity Health Mercy Medical Group. With 29 locations throughout 
Greater Sacramento, plus virtual visits and same-day care options at our Express 
Primary Care and Urgent Care locations—even the ability to communicate with 
your providers online—we make getting the care you need easy. This fall, open your 
options. Find out more at DignityHealth.org/CalPERSOE.

 Open your  
 options.

CalPERS members: this Open Enrollment, choose  
a health plan with access to Dignity Health.

ROSANNA GARCIA
(916) 202-7294

LIC# 01058309

St. Francis Alumni

OUTSTANDING 
LIFE MEMBER

2018 Realtor  
of the Year

2100 28th Street, Sacramento 95818 
www.GarciaRealEstate.com

Colonial Heights

4422 52nd Street 
2 bd 1 ba, 896 sq. ft. 

$459,000 

FRANCO GARCIA
(916) 206-3802

LIC# 00925201

Jesuit Alumni

OUTSTANDING 
LIFE MEMBER

4121 DePaul Court 
4 bd 4.5 ba, 3,477 sq. ft. 

$949,000 

Semi-Custom Build

2024 Realtor  
of the Year

TRUSTED ● RELIABLE ● PROVEN ● EXPERIENCED

888-505-8554
MikeLeeLoans@gmail.com

Michael Lee and the Turn-Key team 
have the knowledge and expertise to 
help you and your family with all of 
your real estate needs. Broker | Lic. 01726405

a playlist for attendees to get a sneak peek 
of the music that will be heard at Terra 
Madre Americas festival on Spotify at bit.
ly/41CSL6U (case sensitive). 

Marketplace and Outdoor 
Vendors

The Terra Madre Americas Marketplace, 
presented by UC Davis Health, will be 
open to all attendees to shop with local 
and international vendors offering coffee, 
spirits, meats, cheeses, seafood, produce 
and other products.

There will also be outdoor vendors fea-
turing some of the best of Sacramento’s 
flavor with food, locally made beers and 
wines, handmade goods, interactive exhib-
its and more. 

Educational Panels
Free workshops and panels will be held 

at the convention center covering topics 
such as globalized food systems, access 
to food, biodiversity and indigenous 
perspectives. 

Sessions include “Food as Relationship: 

Reimagining the Future Through 
Connection,” “What Is Specialty Coffee,” 
“Cacao in a Cup: Traditions from Brazil, 
Mexico and Ecuador” and a Wilton 
Rancheria discussion. Seating is first- 
come, first-served.

Enoteca Wine Lounge
The Enoteca, presented by Bank of 

America, will offer wine tastings from 
North and South America, emphasizing 
the stories and traditions that are behind 
each pour.

Terra Madre Americas Bistro
Sponsored by SMUD, the Terra Madre 

Americas Bistro will present three-course 
meals curated by world-renowned chefs 
on Sept. 27 and 28. This reservation-only 
dining experience ranges from $55 to $80, 
with optional wine pairings for $25.

On Sept. 27, chef line-up includes 
Matthew Beaudin, Drew Deckman and 
Elizabeth Falkner. Dishes featured in their 
dining experience vary from an Ora King 
Salmon Tartare, a Dubai Croissant, Silken 
Tofu and Pan Roasted Halibut. 

On Sept. 28, chefs Jeremiah Tower, 
Mary Sue Milliken and Sean Sherman 
will prepare dishes such as Goat Birria, a 
Ceviche Sampler, Incense Cedar Braised 
Rabbit, Blue Corn Tostada and vegan Wild 
Rice “Tres Leches” Cake.

Slow Food International
The organizer, Slow Food, is a grass-

roots movement dedicated to good, clean 
and fair food for all. The organization cul-
tivates a worldwide network of advocates 

in cultural and biological diversity, pro-
motes food education and influences 
policies in public and private sectors that 
transform food systems.

The festival runs from noon to 8 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 27 and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 28 at the SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center in downtown 
Sacramento, 1401 K St. 

For more about the festival, visit terra-
madreusa.com. � H

One Weekend, World of Flavors
Continued from Page 1

Terra Madres 
America Bistro 
will present 
three-course 
meals curated by 
world-renowned 
chefs such as Sean 
Sherman, who 
will prepare dishes 
such as Incense 
Cedar Braised 
Rabbit, Blue Corn 
Tostada and vegan 
Wild Rice “Tres 
Leches” Cake on 
Sept. 28.  Photo 
courtesy of Terra 
Madre Americas
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SOLD

LAND PARK
Classic Comfort and Modern Updates in this three bedroom/
two bath Land Park home! This property features a host of 
improvements, upgrades and designer touches. Spacious entry, 
over-sized living room, many windows and fireplace. Kitchen/
dining combination is crowned by beautiful coffered ceilings. 
The remodeled kitchen stands out with flush-frame cabinets, 
luxurious Quartzite counters, a Wolf dual-fuel range, SubZero 
refrigerator, built-in coffee maker, speed oven, microwave, 
dishwasher, and a spacious island with breakfast bar including 
a pop-up countertop charging station for modern living. Hall 
bath, with custom penny and epoxy flooring, a Kohler vanity, 
double sinks, elegant Quartzite counters. The primary bedroom 
features a glass door that opens to the backyard, walk-in closet, 
and the primary bath dazzles with octagon and large subway tiles 
on the floors and shower area, Kohler vanity with double sinks, 
and Quartzite counters for a refined touch. Discover thoughtful 
details, such as a hidden laundry area concealed behind custom 
bookcases in the kitchen, a hallway desk niche perfect for 
remote work, and custom light fixtures that add a stylish glow 
throughout. 3124 17th Street

LAND PARK
On a picturesque tree-lined street, in the sought-after 
College Tract of Land Park, this stately two-story home 
offers both charm and grandeur. The impressive entryway 
welcomes you with soaring ceilings, setting the tone for 
the home’s spacious atmosphere. The formal living room 
is graced by a beautiful bay window, a cozy fireplace, and 
double French doors that open onto the patio, creating 
a seamless flow for entertaining. The recently remodeled 
kitchen features quartz countertops, stainless steel 
appliances, a central island, elegant cabinetry some with 
glass fronts and abundant storage options. Adjacent to the 
kitchen, the gathering room features window seat, cabinetry 
and French doors that lead to the backyard, ideal for 
relaxed gatherings. On the main level, a smaller bedroom 
serves perfectly as an office, accompanied by a separate 
guest bathroom for convenience. Upstairs, you’ll find three 
generously sized bedrooms, including a luxurious primary 
suite complete with an expansive bath, walk-in closet, and 
dedicated dressing area. Step into the backyard where 
a flagstone patio, built-in pool, and mature landscaping 
provide a tranquil retreat, the perfect setting for outdoor 
entertaining and relaxation. 3621 17th Street $1,990,000

Sue Olson
916-601-8834

sue@sueolson.net
CalBRE# 00784986

landparkhomes.com

Teresa Olson
916-494-1452

teresa.olson@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00784986

PENDING

Breakfast
Lunch 
Dinner

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

Food served all day long. Indoor and 

covered/heated outdoor seating available

916.665.1169   

8259 Freeport Blvd.

Happy Hour 3pm - 6pm Happy Hour 3pm - 6pm  Mon - Fri Mon - Fri

Mon - Fri: 11am - 10pm
Sat & Sun: 9am - 10pm

Breakfast 
Sat & Sun: 9am - 2pm

freeportbarandgrill.com

Oliver Z. Vang
Loan Consultant
DRE Lic# 02136863
NMLS ID:2229210

Lavega Sims
Sr. Loan Consultant
NMLS ID: 447751

Apply Online Here!

Kyle Johnson
Loan Consultant
DRE Lic# 02081495
NMLS ID:2163176

5890 S Land Park Drive, Sacramento, CA 95822,  Equal housing opportunity lender. We do not conduct business in states where we are not licensed. 
Interest rates are subject to change. https://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/ CAL DRE #01842493. NMLS ID: 173062. CAL CFL #60DBO-174459

so I started wood burning. It was inspir-
ing: the smell and the relaxation of it. You 
draw the picture, then you trace it and put 
it directly on the wood. It felt like adult 
coloring books, a place to zone out and 
relax.”

The birch tree stump in the backyard 
caught her eye and Dempsey decided to 
make her first table. 

“My mantra was, ‘What’s the worst that 
could happen?’” Now, the table sits in her 
living room. Her friends and family loved 
it and asked her to make them furniture, 
too. After work, which is with the state, 
she creates commissioned pieces like fur-
niture, wall art and epoxy pourings.  

Like many artists, Dempsey’s ideas 
emerge while she sleeps. It’s how she 
developed her shed’s personality.

“I had a dream about Frida Kahlo and 
her Blue House, Casa de Azul, and I 
thought, ‘That’s it!’” Today, Dempsey’s 
Blue House participates in Verge’s Sac 
Open Studios, where the public can visit 
artists’ homes and tour their work. 

Dempsey’s home reflects a welcoming, 
cozy bohemian style. Plants hang from 
the ceiling and drape over wooden tables 
and bookshelves. Her walls display wood-
burned images of women and flowers that 
might make one think of lazy summer 
afternoons listening to Fleetwood Mac. 

Her desire to maintain the natural ele-
ments of the wood is what makes the 
pieces so inviting. 

“I feel like it’s different from a wood-
worker where perfection is involved. My 
stuff is so wabi-sabi, where I say, ‘You 
know what? I like that mistake in it, that’s 
life. Nothing in this world is perfect.’ It’s 
my favorite part. I want people to know a 
human made it.”

She encourages her girls to play with 
their creativity, too. During the lock-
down, Dempsey put together a craft corner 
stacked with supplies. Each day, she set 
aside time for artful experimentation.

“I told them to turn off the TV and let’s 
do something. They would draw stories in 
blank books, play with clay, or crochet. 
Sometimes I gave them a theme like ‘It’s a 
parade; you have one hour to present it to 
me.’ They loved doing that.” The creative 
play continues today.

Trading artwork with others is encour-
aged, too. Her older daughter exchanged 
“cat art” at an art show with another cre-
ator. The painting she received is now part 

of an eclectic mix of kitty art gracing the 
girl’s bedroom wall. 

For creative spirits who feel the artist’s 
call, but have full schedules, Dempsey 
offers encouragement.

“There was a stretch after I had kids 
where I wasn’t creating and asked, 
‘Where do I even begin? Will it be good 
enough?’ I decided to bring that child out. 
For instance, I’d paint colors on a tiny 
canvas and play for at least half an hour 
every night. Then I’d wonder, ‘Do I like 
it? Does it matter?’ I’d put the pieces aside 
and come back a month later, realizing it 
wasn’t so bad, and why was I so critical?” 

When she’s asked to make something, 

there are no promises of how it will 
turn out. But that’s what’s special about 
Dempsey’s work. Discovery is a natural 
part of the process. 

“Sometimes when I have a slab, I’ll sit 
with it and ask, ‘What do you want to be 
next?’ I’ll try to honor that. It feels like an 
energy exchange. When someone receives 
it, it becomes a healing piece for their 
home.”

As Dempsey’s children grow, her ambi-
tion evolves. She has plans to apply to 
the Krenov School of Fine Woodworking 
in Mendocino. Dempsey also dreams of 
bringing various woodworkers together in 
a collective space where they can create, 

display and sell their pieces. 
For now, work and family contain 

Dempsey’s artistic aspirations to a part-
time endeavor. She is building a bookshelf 
for the girls’ room and a new headboard 
for her bedroom. In addition, she’s prepar-
ing for Verge’s Sac Open Studios. And she 
continues to experiment with wood, dis-
covering what it will evolve into next. 

See Jaime Dempsey’s artwork at Anchor 
& Tree Coffee Roasters, 1412 16th St.; 
and 1970 Salon at 2631 Riverside Blvd. 
Her website is bluehousesac.com. Sac 
Open Studios are on the weekends of Sept. 
14 and 20. Details can be found at saco-
penstudios.com. � H

Artist Reclaims Wood, Creates Beautiful Pieces
Continued from Page 1

This unnamed piece is displayed in Jaime 
Dempsey’s living room. A dream inspired the stingray seascape.

Jaime Dempsey is working on a new wood 
burning of wildflowers.

This is the cat art collection in her daughter’s bedroom. The orange cat was an artist trade. 
The first table Jaime Dempsey made came 
from a felled birch tree in her backyard.
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Call Us TODAY! 916 443-7917
2691 Riverside Boulevard, Sacramento 95818  www.klumppsfuneralhome.org

 Traditional, Green or Natural, and Cremation Plans 
 All plans are INTEREST FREE

Payments Range from 12 months thru 48 months
 Saturday & Sunday Appointments upon request

Jessycah Shoemaker
JShoemaker@scfssacramento.org

916 840-2147 
Manager of Funeral Services 
Funeral Director FDR3709

Ask About Our New
Enhanced Cremation Plan

Serving Sacramento & Land Park  
for over 100 years

  

 

  

 important decision you’ll make.
Buying or Selling Real Estate could be the most

Bruce Reddick
916-919-7338  

CalDRE# 01814263
bruce@brucereddick.com  
www.BruceReddick.com

Hire a Professional  

and Trust 20+ years  

of Experience and Expertise.

TK-8th GRADE

PREPARATION   RESPECT   RESPONSIBILITY   COMMUNITY  EXCELLENCE

2025-2026  
Open Enrollment! 

Now Enrolling  
Transitional Kindergarten-8th Grade Students

For more information please contact our front office. 
(916) 421-0600 l information@sacprep.org  l www.sacprep.org

6620 Gloria Drive, Sacramento, Ca 95831 

Now Enrolling
Serving TK-8th Grade Students Since 1957

Before & After School Care 
Summer Programs and Tuition Assistance 

To Schedule a Tour, Call (916) 452-2111 

2521 Irvin Way 

Sacramento 95822

StRobertSchool.org

LandParkSacNews.com

Family & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Visit our website: 
www.drdogradds.com 
Call NOW for an appointment!  
(916) 736-2801
2631 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95818

We accept most of dental insurances –  No insurance No problem 
Ask about our in offi ce Membership Plan!

CLEANING,
EXAM, & X-RAYS

ORTHO
CONSULTATION

New P@ ient Special!  New P@ ient Special!  
$$9999

FREEFREE

Land Park dentist now accepting new patients!

Sacramento Zoo  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento Zoo is 
excited to announce the 
official return of “Quack 
Tracks,” an interactive, 
family-friendly experience 
sponsored by Quick Quack 
Car Wash. 

Starting on Sept.13, 
guests can take part in 
this quack-tastic scaven-
ger hunt, featuring painted 
yellow duck footprints that 
guide guests through the 
zoo on a nostalgic journey 
of discovery.

The Sacramento Zoo 
will host an official unveil-
ing event on Saturday, 
Sept. 13. Festivities begin 

at 9:30 a.m. on the zoo’s 
entrance plaza. Children 
will have the chance to win 
duck-themed prizes and 
follow an animal scavenger 
hunt through the zoo.

“Quack Tracks” begin 
at the zoo’s entrance and 
waddle their way through 
select  animal  exhib-
its, culminating near the 
American alligator habitat. 

As they follow the path 
of duck prints, participants 
will use the Goose Chase 
app to answer trivia ques-
tions about the animals 
they pass. For the official 
unveiling on Sept. 13, chil-
dren who have completed 
the scavenger hunt can stop 
by the zoo’s entrance to 
receive a Sacramento Zoo 

duck print sticker.
Adding to the fun, 

the zoo’s Kampala Cafe 
will offer a special duck-
t h e m e d  k i d s ’ m e n u 
for the day including 
“Quackeroni & Cheese” 
and “Quacker-jacks.”

T h e  z o o ’s  e d u c a -
tion department will also 
be stationed near the 
zoo’s entrance with fam-
ily-friendly crafts and 
activities.

“When I think of when I 
visited the zoo as a child, I 
think of those duck prints.” 
said Nicole Wong, website 
and database coordinator at 
the Sacramento Zoo. “It’s 
really fun to help bring that 
tradition to a new genera-
tion of zoo kids.”� H

Sacramento Zoo Unveils ‘Quack Tracks’

Revised Recommended 
Budget for one-time cap-
ital improvements needed 
at the Rio Consumnes 
Correctional Center.

Re Health Services - 
Behavioral Health Services 
Act, $1.4 million of state 
funding will add nine full-
time equivalent positions 
to provide administrative 
support for Behavioral 
Heal th  Services  Act 
mandates.

Re Public Defender 

- State Prison Unit, $0.5 
million of state funding 
will add two limited term 
full-time equivalent posi-
tions in the department's 
state prison unit.

During the hearings, 
the Board of Supervisors 
approved a one-t ime 
General Fund contribu-
tion of $10 million to the 
Roads Fund from Service 
Stability Reserves and a 
one-time General Fund 
contribution of $17,980 
to Regional Parks from 

Service Stability Reserves 
and $7,020 from Parks 
Revenues for a Zodiac 
Boat.

For more details go 
to the county’s Office 
of  Budget  and Debt 
Management website at 
bdm.saccounty.gov or 
view budget documents 
on the Office of Budget 
and Debt Management 
w e b s i t e  a t  b d m .
saccounty.gov/FY2025-
26BudgetInformation/
Pages/default.aspx. � H

County Revises  
Approved 2025-26 Budget
Continued from Page 1
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KingsKorner
By V.G. Harris

How important is it to have a capable if not 
notable point guard on an NBA team?

Ask Magic Johnson, John Stockton, Steve 
Nash, Jason Kidd, Stephen Curry, Oscar 
Robertson or Isiah Thomas and you will get 
an overwhelming consensus.

Even though hall of famers, John Stockton 
and Steve Nash have never won a champion-
ship, having a top caliber point guard does not 
come with any guarantees.

Nonetheless, having a court general that 
can distribute the basketball, all the while 
controlling the tempo and avoiding needless 
turnovers, is a recipe for winning a lot of NBA 
games, and that is what every one of these 
stalwarts were good at.

The Sacramento Kings find themselves 
in an uneasy position as the regular season 
looms just weeks away, as for the past 7 years 
the point guard position was the one area that 
provided great optimism and not concern. 

Drafting DeAaron Fox will be remem-
bered as one of the more erudite maneuvers 
that the organization has ever made, and as 
the 2025/2026 season approaches, fans and 
pundits alike are watching to see how the 
next fl oor general will compete and lead the 
Sacramento Kings.

By reaching into the trade market and 
acquiring journeyman Dennis Schroder, the 
Kings are providing the team with a proven 
point guard that can not only be counted on 
night in, and night out but also provides young 
players like Devin Carter and Nique Cliff ord, 
a player that can mentor their young careers. 

Dennis Schroder deserves no criticism, and 
it’s my hope that not only will he fi nd a team 
that can provide him with a long-term home, 
but that he will fl ourish in his new city.

It has been difficult for fans to let go of 
DeAaron Fox, and I completely understand. 
The situation was badly handled last season, 
and it left a bad taste. But as the new season 
begins, it’s critical that the fan base gives the 
new fl oor leader a vote of confi dence, and I 
believe that is just what we can expect to see 
from the Sacramento base.

So, just who is Dennis Schroder? Born in 
Braunschueig Germany, Dennis Schroder 
found basketball at the age of 11, and by 
the age of 19 was playing professionally in 
Germany. Showing an entrepreneurial spirit 
at an early age, Schroder became the owner 
of the Loewen Braunschweig, a professional 

team in Germany. 
By 2013 Schroder had gained the attention 

of the NBA and was drafted 17th overall by 
the Atlanta Hawks, where he would carve out 
his young career for the next 5 years. In his 
last season with the Hawks Schroder scored 
a career-high 19.4 points per game while con-
tributing 6.3 assists. 

Over the next 7 seasons Dennis would go 
on the play for the Thunder, Lakers, Celtics, 
Raptors, Nets, Warriors, and Pistons, 
fi nally arriving in Sacramento to start the 
2025/2026 campaign.

This much movement begs the question, 
is there something wrong, or is he just an 
immensely intriguing player with a wealth 
of experience?

I don’t have the defi nitive answer, but I 
would say to those who ask, buy a ticket and 
come see this guy. For me he represents a 
complete ball player, expert at handling the 
basketball, able to score when needed, and 
an excellent passer with an unselfi sh spirit.

Do I think he can fi t in with the Kings 
and provide the leadership needed to be the 
starting point guard. I absolutely do, and 
I think where other teams moved on, the 
Kings struck gold!

There remain many question marks as the 
upcoming season nears, but for me Dennis 
Schroder is not one of them. I believe in short 
order he will win over the naysayers in the 
cheap seats and may very well fi nd a destina-
tion spot in Sacramento.

Defense has long been a thorn in the side of 
Sacramento, and Schroder has a reputation for 
playing tough defense. Not known for being a 
lock-down defender, Dennis has quick lateral 
ability, and his long wingspan helps make him 
a defl ection specialist.

Keegan Murray made noticeable 
improvements in his defense last season, 
and Keon Ellis has developed into a tena-
cious defender. Adding a point guard that 
can complement these two will undoubtedly 
make a positive impact.

The preseason is almost upon us Kings 
fans, and I can’t wait to see what this point 
guard in the prime of his career can give the 
Sacramento Kings.

Stay positive, because I feel that more 
moves are coming soon!

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

Can I Claim My Own SS Benefit Now and 
Get Half of My Husband’s Benefit Later? 

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty:  I would 
like to get an answer 
concerning taking my 
Social Security bene-
fit soon and switching 
to my spouse’s bene-
fit when he begins to 
take his. I am 64 years, 
9 months old and my 
husband is 65 years, 7 
months. My benefit is 
low due to the fact that 
I did not work for about 
25 years while raising 
our children. My bene-
fit would be $573 at age 
65. My husband’s ben-
efit at age 67 will be 
$3,326. My first ques-
tion is: can I receive half 
of my husband’s benefit 
once he begins drawing 
his? Secondly, if I draw 
my benefit now will that 
reduce the amount I can 
draw from his benefit 
later? Signed: Ready to 
Collect 

Dear Uncertain: As 
you may know, the full 
retirement age (FRA) 
for both you and your 
husband is 67. If either 
of you claim before 
your FRA your monthly 
SS retirement amount 
will  be permanently 
reduced and, if  you 
are currently working, 
you will be subject to 

Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test (AET) 
which limits how much 
you can earn while col-
lecting early benefits. 
The earnings limit for 
early filers is $23,400 for 
2025 (changes yearly) 
and, if that is exceeded, 
SS will take away some 
of your benefits ($1 for 
every $2 over the limit). 
They “take away” by 
withholding future pay-
ments until the penalty 
is satisfied.  

That said, if you claim 
your personal SS “soon” 
(e.g., at age 65), you 
will get about 87% of 
the amount you would 
get by waiting until 
your FRA to claim. You 
would, indeed, get a 
“spousal boost” when 
your husband claims, but 
you would not get 50% 
of his age 67 amount. 
That’s because of the 
way spouse benefits are 
calculated. When your 
husband claims, you will 
get a “spousal boost” 
added to your early ben-
efit amount ($573?). The 
amount of that spousal 
boost will be computed 
as ½ of your husband’s 
FRA amoun t  ( e .g . , 
$1663), minus your FRA 
entitlement (likely about 
$661) for a spousal boost 
of about $1002. But 
since you won’t have yet 
reached your FRA when 
your husband claims, 
the amount of the spou-
sal boost will also be 
reduced (to about $926), 
which will be added to 
your age 65 amount of 
$573 for a total monthly 
spousal benefit of about 
$1499. 

So, the answers to 
your two questions are: 

1 .  B e c a u s e  y o u 
claimed your Social 
Security retirement ben-
efit early and won’t yet 
be your full retirement 
age when your hus-
band claims, you will 
not get half of your hus-
band’s benefit  when 
he claims. You would 
likely get about 45% of 
his benefit. 

2. If you take your 
own SS retirement ben-
efit now, you will get 
a higher benefit when 
your husband claims, 
but the amount you get 
will be less than half of 
his FRA entitlement. 

The only way you can 
get the full 50% of your 
husband’s FRA ben-
efit entitlement is to 
wait until your own full 
retirement age to claim 
Social Security.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Securi ty  Associat ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
o ther  governmen ta l 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. H

Social Security Matters

Lisa Cook is Wrong
Uncharacteristically for 

him, Donald Trump is be-
ing too modest in asserting 
his power over the Federal 
Reserve. 

He’s fired Lisa Cook “for 
cause,” citing a clearly pre-
textual alleged mortgage in-
fraction, when, as a consti-
tutional matter, he should be 
able to fire her, or Chairman 
Jerome Powell, for any rea-
son he deems appropriate. 

The independence of the 
Federal Reserve largely 
rests on its status as a con-
stitutional anomaly, exer-
cising executive authority 
without being subject to the 
same rules as the rest of the 
executive branch. There are 
good policy reasons for this 
-- an independent central 
bank promotes monetary 
stability -- but the Fed has 
been granted, in effect, an 
exemption from our consti-
tutional order for prudential 
reasons. 

The Fed itself isn’t in on 
the joke. Lisa Cook thinks 
she can’t be fired and is su-
ing to keep her job, while 
Jerome Powell has laugh-
ably maintained that he 
can’t be removed from the 
chairmanship.

Cook can only be giv-
en a pink slip for “cause,” 
according to the statute. 
“Cause” is a broad term, 
though. If it is interpreted 
the usual way, it would in-
clude a refusal to carry out 
a presidential directive or 
policy disagreements. As 
for Powell, there isn’t even 
any statutory restriction on 

dismissing him as chair-
man. 

The head of the Consum-
er Finance Protection Bu-
reau was also supposed to 
be insulated from removal 
thanks to a provision saying 
that it had to be “for cause.” 
How did that turn out? In 
2020, the Supreme Court 
held that such a constraint 
was unconstitutional.

This decision was in 
keeping with the Court’s 
recent drive to vindicate the 
president’s power to fire at 
will officials whose agen-
cies carry out executive 
functions. 

Article II of the Consti-
tution doesn’t explicitly say 
the president can fire exec-
utive-branch officials, but it 
is implied in the president’s 
power to run the executive 
branch, as such Found-
ing-era luminaries as James 
Madison, Alexander Ham-
ilton, George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson rec-
ognized. 

In a 1922 Supreme Court 
case, Chief Justice Taft 
wrote for the majority that 
as the president’s “selection 
of administrative officers is 
essential to the execution 
of the laws by him, so must 
be his power of removing 
those for whom he cannot 
continue to be responsible.”

The rise of independent 
agencies with the New Deal 
and a Supreme Court deci-
sion called Humphrey’s Ex-
ecutor, saying FDR couldn’t 
fire at will the commissioner 
of the Federal Trade Com-
mission, sent the removal 
power into retreat. 

But the decision in the 
CFPB case undercut the 
logic of Humphrey’s Exec-
utor, as have other recent 
decisions. In a concurrence 
in the CFPB case, Clarence 
Thomas said it wasn’t clear 
what was left of the reason-

ing of Humphrey’s. What-
ever remained, he wrote, 
wasn’t enough “to justify 
the numerous, unaccount-
able independent agencies 
that currently exercise vast 
executive power outside the 
bounds of our constitution-
al structure.” That should 
have gotten the Fed’s atten-
tion. 

The Court has side-
stepped the status of the 
Federal Reserve in its 
removal-power jurispru-
dence. But there’s no legal 
reason that it should be 
considered an oasis stand-
ing apart from the Court’s 
ruling that there is no “de 
facto fourth branch of gov-
ernment” lacking “account-
ability to either the presi-
dent or the people.”

The Fed clearly exercises 
executive power in its vast 
regulatory functions, just as 
the CFPB does. It promul-
gates rules, polices banks, 
and issues fines. The Court 
has held that if an agency 
exercises executive pow-
er only in a fraction of its 
functions, it is subject to the 
president’s removal power. 

The cleanest solution 
would be to pass a consti-
tutional amendment autho-
rizing an independent Fed 
or a similar entity. Short of 
that, the Federal Reserve’s 
regulatory functions could 
be handed over to another 
executive agency (although 
core monetary functions of 
the Fed also may be execu-
tive in nature).

The Supreme Court will 
surely be reluctant to grasp 
the nettle on the Fed. Yet, 
there’s little doubt that, on 
the legal merits, Lisa Cook 
should be sending out her 
resume.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. H

New California Law to Make Housing 
Projects Easier, Cost More

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Two months ago, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and leg-
islators from both parties 
celebrated enacting land-
mark legislation to remove 
the California Environmental 
Quality Act as an impediment 
to new housing construction.

Lopsided votes in the 
Legislature for Assembly Bill 
130 and Newsom’s imme-
diate signature seemingly 
ended decades of debate 
over how the environmen-
tal law, signed by then-Gov. 
Ronald Reagan more than 
50 years ago, was being used 
to delay or kill residential 
developments.

“Saying ‘no’ to housing in 
my community will no lon-
ger be state sanctioned,” 
said Assemblymember Buffy 
Wicks, an Oakland Democrat 
who has long advocated for 
CEQA reform. “This isn’t 
going to solve all of our hous-
ing problems in the state, but 
it is going to remove the sin-
gle biggest impediment to 
building environmentally 
friendly housing.”

Newsom took obvious 
pleasure in achieving what 
had eluded other governors, 
including predecessor Jerry 
Brown, who once described 
overhauling CEQA as “the 
lord’s work.”

As Newsom signed the 
measure into law he thanked 
legislators and housing, labor 
and environmental leaders 
“who heeded my call and 

came together around a com-
mon goal — to build more 
housing faster and create 
strong, affordable pathways 
for every Californian.

“Today’s bill is a game 
changer which will be felt 
for generations to come,”  
he said.

While AB130 does remove 
CEQA as a weapon for labor 
unions and opponents of 
high-density projects to stall 
construction, there’s a pro-
vision buried in the lengthy 
bill that could create a new 
impediment.

Two sections, 137 pages 
in, declare that if a residen-
tial project has “significant 
transportation impact,” local 
governments or regional 
agencies can impose fees to 
“mitigate the transportation 
impact to a less than signifi-
cant level by helping to fund 
or otherwise facilitating vehi-
cle miles traveled-efficient 
affordable housing or related 
infrastructure projects….”

The so-called vehicle miles 
traveled, or VMT, fees are 
“a new housing tax families 
simply cannot afford,” the 
California Building Industry 
Association publicly com-
plained, adding that impact 
fees are already major factors 
in housing costs.

Local traffic impact 
fees are not new. In fact, a 
dispute over a $23,420 traffic 
mitigation fee imposed nine 
years ago for a factory-built 
house in El Dorado County 
is still pending after going all 
the way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

However,  AB 130 
appears to broaden the 
potential use of these 
fees not only for roadway 
improvements, but also to 
pay for low-income housing 
projects throughout the state 
by contributing to the state’s 
Transit-Oriented Development 

Implementation Fund.
Drafting AB 130’s CEQA 

language was a com-
plex process involving 
multiple stakeholders, not 
only housing advocates but 
environmental groups that 
often employ CEQA to slow 
or kill major public and pri-
vate developments and labor 
unions, which have used the 
threat of CEQA lawsuits to 
compel developers to use 
union workers. The latter 
issue was a major hang-up 
that required last-minute 
amendments to the measure.

The language about traf-
fic fees was never mentioned 
in analyses of the bill nor in 
the debates that preceded leg-
islative passage. It’s another 
example of how such budget 
trailer bills are used by gov-
ernors and legislators to enact 
major legislation on the sly, 
with little or no public airing 
of the issues.

Trailer bills often contain 
language that has little or 
nothing to do with the bud-
get and are often fleshed out 
just hours before enactment. 
Under the guise of being bud-
get-related, the bills can be 
passed with simple majority 
floor votes, take effect imme-
diately upon being signed 
by the governor and can-
not be taken to voters via 
referendum.

Those factors make trailer 
bills convenient vehicles for 
legislation that might not sur-
vive close scrutiny. Newsom 
has been especially willing to 
utilize them for his legislative 
priorities.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 
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Ethan Gao Claims Victory 
at State Fair Golf Championship

Sacramento Golf Council News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento Golf Council 
proudly concluded the 101st California State Fair 
Championship at the historic Alister MacKenzie 
Golf Course at Haggin Oaks, with a thrilling display 
of elite amateur golf talent over three days of fierce 
competition.

Ethan Gao of Johns Creek, Georgia emerged as the 
2025 State Fair Champion, delivering a consistent and 
commanding performance with rounds of 67-66-68 for 
a total of 201 (-15). Gao fended off a crowded lead-
erboard to secure the title in one of California’s most 
prestigious amateur events.

“I was struggling early, just felt off, but you kind of 
expect that when you are leading in the final round,” 
Gao said. “But I just kept grinding.”

When asked what being crowned the California 
State Fair Champion meant, Goa said, “It means a lot. 
I have not won a big tournament in four years and I 
feel like I am turning the corner right as the Stanford 
fall college season is starting.”  

A tightly-contested battle saw Taylor Knoll of 
Folsom and Luke Dugger of Davis tie for second at 
203 (-13). Knoll made a final-round push with a 66, 
while Dugger’s solid 68 kept him in the hunt until 
the end.

Close behind in solo fourth was Kavi Marez of 
Carmichael, finishing at 204 (-12). Rounding out the 
top five were Jaden Hunter of Rancho Santa Fe and 
Tucker Sweeney of Pasadena, both tying for fifth at 
205 (-11).

A field of 108 of the West Coast’s and beyond top 
amateur players competed across three rounds on the 
par-72 championship course, with the cut line falling 
at 1 under par (143) after 36 holes. The leaderboard 
featured players from across the United States and 
international competitors from France, China and 
Guam.

Notable performances included Reese Sato 
(Folsom), who posted a blistering second-round 63, 
the lowest round of the tournament, as well as Zach 
Mate (Elk Grove) and Kyle Dougherty (Irvine), who 
both finished at 206 (-10), tied for seventh.

The tournament continued its tradition of show-
casing rising stars and seasoned amateurs at one of 
California’s premier public golf venues, named after 
its legendary architect, Alister MacKenzie.

“We’re honored to host this historic championship 
each year and proud to see such a deep field of tal-
ent,” said PGA Director of Golf, Mike Woods. “Ethan 
Gao displayed exceptional poise and consistency. He’s 
a deserving champion.”

The Sacramento Golf Council extends its thanks to 
the players, volunteers, sponsors and staff at Haggin 
Oaks for making the 101st playing of this storied event 
a resounding success.

Etablished in 1924, the State Fair Championship is 
one of California’s oldest and most respected ama-
teur tournaments. Hosted annually by the Sacramento 
Golf Council, it has served as a proving ground for 
collegiate standouts, national champions and future 
professionals. Past Champions include Ken Venturi, 
Al Geiberger, George Archer and Kevin Sutherland. 

Ethan Gao of Johns Creek, Georgia emerged as the 2025 State 
Fair Champion, delivering a consistent and commanding 
performance with rounds of 67-66-68 for a total of 201 (-15). 
Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Singh Wins 2025 State Fair 
Women’s Golf Championship

Sacramento Golf 
Council News Release

S A C R A M E N T O ,  C A 
(MPG) - The 2025 State 
Fa i r  Women’s  Gol f 
Championship ran from 
Aug. 30 to Aug. 31 at 
Bartley Cavanaugh Golf 
Course.

Gianna Singh cap-
tu r ed  t he  Wo men’s 
Championship title with a 
birdie on the first playoff 
hole against Sneha Sharon. 
Singh carded rounds of 
67-65 for a total of 132, 
while Sharon finished with 
65-67 for the same 132 
total.

In the Senior Division, 
Kelly Wilson of El Dorado 
Hills won the title with 
rounds of 67-74 for a 141 
total.

The Low Net Champion 
was Liz Freeman, playing 
to an 8.0 handicap, who 

posted net rounds of 75/67 
each day for a total of 134.

The Championship 
Flight was open to all 
women amateur golfers 
with a World Handicap 
System (WHS) Index of 
6.6 or less. The Senior 
Division was open to play-
ers ages 50 and older with 
a current handicap index 
of 18.4. 

The competition was 
36-hole stroke play.

Charlie Cheung was the 
tournament chair for the 
Sacramento Golf Council.

T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 
Golf Council is a non-
p ro f i t  vo lun tee r- run 
organization that conducts 
and promotes golf events 
at Sacramento County-
based golf courses for all 
interested golfers. Specific 
events are open to men 
and women of all ages and 
abilities and juniors. 

Gianna Singh captured the Women’s Championship title 
with a birdie on the first playoff hole against Sneha Sharon. 
Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council 

The Low Net Champion was Liz Freeman, playing to an 8.0 
handicap, who posted net rounds of 75/67 each day for a total 
of 134. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Cal Expo Kicks Off 
Football Partnership

California Expo News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Cal Expo, in part-
nership with California State University, 
Sacramento (Sacramento State) is kicking off 
the exploration of a new chapter for Hornet 
football. 

In a unanimous vote, the California 
Exposition & State Fair (Cal Expo) Board 
of Directors approved an agreement with 
California State University, Sacramento to 
study the feasibility of transforming the Cal 
Expo Grandstand into a potential new home 
for the university’s football program.

"In addition to being two state agencies, 
Sac State is our neighbor, just over two 
miles down the road," said Tom Martinez, 
California Exposition & State Fair CEO. “We 
are excited to collaborate on a project that 
benefits the broader Sacramento community 
by bringing Hornet football to Cal Expo.”

The project calls for transforming approx-
imately 9.25 acres of the grandstand and 
racetrack area into a modern football venue 
with seating for 25,000 and expandable to 
40,000 in the future.

“Cal Expo provides an opportunity for us 
to go much bigger,” said Dr. Luke Wood, 
California State University, Sacramento pres-
ident. “It’s a much larger vision for what we 
want to do with athletics.”  

Plans also include installing a new field 
with lighting, adding modular locker rooms 
with showers and restrooms, expand-
ing bleacher seating, and making cosmetic 
upgrades such as fresh paint and Sacramento 
State Hornets branding. The goal is to bring 
six to eight Hornet home games to the venue, 

beginning in the fall 2026 football season.
“There’s no reason that we can’t have big-

time college football here in Sacramento,” 
said California State University, Sacramento 
athletics director Mark Orr. “What we need is 
a facility that can support the aspirations we 
have for football. The students and commu-
nity deserve it.”  

With on-site parking for more than 15,000 
vehicles, Cal Expo is well-positioned to host 
large-scale game-day events.

“Cal Expo has a long history of hosting 
major community events and this poten-
tial partnership reflects our mission to serve 
the region by providing facilities that bring 
people together,” said Martinez. This col-
laboration aims to transform the Cal Expo 
Grandstand into a state-of-the-art venue that 
brings together Sacramento State athletics 
and Cal Expo’s long tradition of serving as a 
premier community gathering place.

Cal Expo is home to the California State 
Fair and plays host to hundreds of other 
signature events each year. Featuring 350 
beautifully landscaped acres, Cal Expo 
was initiated by Governor Pat Brown 
and opened by Governor Ronald Reagan 
in 1968. The current Cal Expo facili-
ties were dedicated as a place to celebrate 
California’s achievements, agriculture, 
diversity of its people, traditions and trends 
that will shape the Golden State’s future. 
The California Exposition & State Fair 
mission is to create a state fair experience 
reflecting California, including its indus-
tries, agriculture, and diversity of its people, 
traditions and trends shaping its future sup-
ported by year-round events. 

El Futuro Scholarship 
Applications Open

Sac Republic News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Ahead of the 
Sept. 15 kickoff of Hispanic Heritage Month, 
Republic FC and the Sacramento Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce are now accepting appli-
cations for the annual El Futuro Scholarship. 

The partners have teamed up every year since 
2019 to award a local student a $1,000 grant 
to support their academic journey. The winner 
will be announced at the club's annual Noche 
Latina celebration on Oct. 1. Applications are 
now being accepted at SacRepublicFC.com/
scholarships. 

“At Republic FC, we believe education is 
the ultimate goal and El Futuro helps students 
score it,” said Republic FC Vice-President of 
Community Investment Scott Moak. "None of 
this would be possible without the amazing part-
ners who step up alongside us to invest in our 
youth and their future success.”

“Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to uplift 
the stories, achievements and leadership of 
those shaping our community's future,” said 
Cathy Rodriguez Aguirre, Sacramento Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce president and CEO. 
“Through our partnership with Republic FC, we 
are investing in students pursuing higher edu-
cation, helping build a stronger, more diverse 
workforce for years to come.”

Applicants must be currently enrolled at an 
eligible high school or in a minimum of six units 
at a California Community College and intend 
to enroll in a four-year college or university, or 
a California Community College (minimum 12 
units). Additionally, they must be of Hispanic 
origin and live in the six-county Sacramento 
region. Applications close at 5 p.m. Sept. 19. 

The winner of the scholarship will be notified on 
Sept. 24. For a complete list of requirements or 
to apply, visit SacRepublicFC.com/Scholarship.

Last year, Republic FC and the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce awarded the scholar-
ship to Larisa Rosales, who shared her passion 
for Mexican folklórico dance during the half-
time ceremony.

Rosales’ interest in sharing and connect-
ing with her Mexican heritage led her to 
pursue study anthropology at University of 
California, Davis. “I discovered my love 
for Mexican folklórico when I was in sev-
enth-grade," said Rosales. "My first year of 
dancing was just for fun because I enjoyed 
dancing and took great pride in my Mexican 
identity.”

Cultures from across Latin America will 
be represented and celebrated on Noche 
Latina. Upon arriving at Heart Health Park, 
fans can browse an artisan market featuring 
local Hispanic and Latino vendors. Music and 
dance will also be a central part of the celebra-
tions, with multiple groups and styles set to 
make an appearance before the match begins. 
Javier Arellano will also co-emcee the match 
alongside Republic FC’s Connor Sutton.

Since 2019, Republic FC has worked with 
various community partners, including the 
Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
and the Capital Black Chamber of Commerce, 
on its Rising Scholars Series. The program 
has awarded nearly $20,000 to young people 
showing exceptional scholastic leadership and 
community involvement.
For more about Republic FC’s Rising Scholars 
Series, including the El Futuro Scholarship, 
visit SacRepublicFC.com/scholarships.  
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FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality Maintenance

Summer Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

Lic#128758/Ref

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbingco.com

916-456-7777

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
• Drought tolerant 

landscape
• Low voltage lighting
• Garden renovations
• Concrete and stone
• Consultations 

availableCelebrating 45 years

916.454.1300
www.SmootLandscaping.com • Contractor License #633224

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING
R e v i v e  •  R e s t o r e  •  R e f i n i s h 

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl
 • Sand & Finish
 • Repairs
 • New Installations
 • Recoating

1.800.725.3320    916.342.6596
sacramentohardwood.com

New Installation & Repairs
Family Tradition Since 1957

Lic. #794448

Call (916) 773-1111  Call (916) 773-1111  
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS 
& PIPE LINING

Off (916) 488-1215   Lic #754886

SEWER PROBLEMS?  WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

Install a Water/Electric 
line under your 

existing driveway!

We’re # 1 in the #2 businessWe’re # 1 in the #2 business

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960
Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

ABOUT TOWN

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento County’s 
Department of General 
Services Security team has 
a new tool to help keep 
downtown parking facil-
ities safe and accessible: 
security patrol golf carts.

The two carts will be 
used to patrol three coun-
ty-managed properties: the 
employee garage at 7th and 
F streets, the public park-
ing garage at 725 H St. 
and the Jury Parking Lot at 
Eighth and F streets.

The idea came after 
the county partnered with 
local businesses and the 
Downtown Sacramento 
Partnership to improve 

safety and cleanliness in 
the area. Capitol Protection 
Group, a private security 
company assisting with 
the effort, already uses golf 

carts for patrols. Seeing the 
benefit, Security secured 
two carts to expand cover-
age and efficiency.

“The carts will allow 

our building security atten-
dants to cover more ground 
and strengthen patrols of 
the county’s parking facil-
ities,” said Deputy County 

Executive Sylvester Fadal. 
“This is a cost-effective 
way to enhance secu-
rity and support the safety 
of both employees and 

visitors.”
The carts will help cre-

ate a safer environment for 
employees and the public 
alike. � H

County’s Golf Carts Enhance Parking Patrols

The Department of General Services Security team has deployed two golf carts to patrol downtown parking facilities. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

Area Museum Experiences  
A sampling of must-see and must-do 

experiences and special activations 
offered by local museums include the 
following:

California Museum –  “Recuerdos 
Ilustrados: Día de los Muertos 2025” 
(“Illustrated Memories: Day of the Dead 
2025”) features contemporary altars 
and artwork by artists from Southern 
California and the Central Valley.

Opening Oct. 11, the annual exhibit 
explores the Mexican cultural tradition 
of honoring deceased loved ones each 
year Nov. 1-2 by creating sugar skulls, 
altars of the dead) and offerings, which 
has evolved from the Aztecs to modern 

day Mexico and California. 
This year’s exhibit features the 

work of printmaking artists Stephanie 
Mercado, Daniel Villa, and Álvaro D. 
Márquez, whose altars will be centered 
around the topic of immigration. Details 
at californiamuseum.org.

California Automobile Museum – 
OG Lowrider x Wired Down Sacramento 
Festival and Car Show, Saturday, 
September 13.

Vehicle registration is $50, and general 
spectators are free. Details at calautomu-
seum.org.

California State Railroad Museum– 
The Chinese Rai l road Workers’ 
Experience offers visitors a view of 

the Chinese workers who built the 
western portion of the nation’s first 
Transcontinental Railroad. Marginalized 
by history, the Chinese workers were more 
than a nameless group of laborers. 

Details at californiarailroad.museum.
Sacramento History Museum –  

Come play our brand new SacTown 
History Quest! Set in the four corners 
of the city, come find out about the best 
hidden gems of Sacramento! 

The city is your game board, take your 
time to find out about these spots and 
discover areas you never think about! 
Gears provided & prizes at the end! 
Drive the quest with your team up to 6 
people and unscramble the final puzzle! 

Saturdays, Sept. 13, Oct. 4, Nov. 8, Nov. 
22. Details at sachistorymuseum.org.

Elks Lodge 6  
Calendar of Events 

Elks Lodge 6 Sunday Breakfast, 8:30 
am-11 am; $15 tax included. 

Yoga, Monday 12 p.m., Wednesday 
3:30 p.m. Lodge members free.

Karaoke Nights, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

Martial Arts, Monday 5 p.m.
Pickleball, Monday, Wednesday, 9 

a.m.-12 p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, 4-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7 
p.m. See elks6.net for weekly menu.  �H
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Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111Visit: mpg8.com

Yard sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise  
in your local  
community 
newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 G

ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Home Improvement

Visit: mpg8.com

Services Available

Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with 
shopping or other activities. 
Call George at 916-470-7169 
6 am - 10 pm

RESEARCH CHEMIST 
Pharmaceutical manufacturing 

and research co. (Sacra-
mento, CA) seeks Research 
Chemist to maintain, operate 
and troubleshoot variety of 

chromatographic and spectro-
scopic systems including but 
not limited to GC-MS, UPLC, 
HPLC, LC, LC-MS, UV-Vis 

spectrometry, PDA and CAD. 
Generate study designs/

protocols, write and distribute 
final reports. Review laboratory 
notebooks, raw data and tech-
nical documentation in support 

of regulatory filings. Salary: 
$109,994.00–$110,000.00/
yr.  Send resumes to: HRD, 

Nivagen Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
3050 Fite Circle, Suite 100, 
Sacramento, CA 95827.

Job Posting

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Sacramento teacher 
Derek Tahara, alongside 
Elk Grove Elementary 
School teacher Bethany 
Hancock, was named 2025 
Teacher of the Year by the 
Sacramento County Board 
of Education at an Aug. 22 
ceremony.

The Sacramento County 
Off ice  of  Educat ion 
(SCOE) recognized district 
Teachers of the Year and 
announced the two county 
winners during its annual 
celebration at the Hilton 
Sacramento Arden West.

Tahara, a third-grade 
teacher at David Lubin 
Elementary School in the 
Sacramento City Unified 
School  Distr ic t ,  and 
Hancock, a third-grade 
teacher in the Elk Grove 
Unified School District, 
received the Elinor Lincoln 
Hickey Award of Merit, 
the top honor bestowed 
by the board. Trustees O. 
Alfred Brown Sr., Vanessa 
Caigoy, Heather Davis 

and Youth County Board 
Member Nairobi Dunbar 
presented the awards.

The Sacramento Scottish 
Rite continued its tradition 
of awarding perpetual tro-
phies to the winners.

Tahara and Hancock 
now join a select group of 
educators who will repre-
sent Sacramento County 
in the California State 
Teachers of the Year pro-
gram. Past  honorees 
include Elinor Hickey, the 
1978 County Teacher of 

the Year and namesake of 
the award.The two win-
ners were selected by a 
committee of education 
professionals, including 
past Teachers of the Year, 
who interviewed candi-
dates and reviewed essays 
from 13 district nominees. 
Large districts are eligible 
to nominate two teachers 
each year.

The program is pre-
sented by Sacramento 
C o u n t y  O f f i c e  o f 
Education in partner-
ship with the Sacramento 
K i n g s ,  S a c r a m e n t o 
Republic FC, Sacramento 
River Cats, SchoolsFirst 
Federal Credit Union and 
Sacramento Scottish Rite.

Sacramento County 
Office of Education serves 
more than 258,000 stu-
dents across 13 districts 
in Sacramento County, 
providing direct educa-
tion, training and support 
services. 

I t  a l so  l eads  the 
Capital Service Region, a 
10-county area in Northern 
California. H

Tahara Named County 
Teacher of the Year

Derek Tahara, a third-grade 
teacher at David Lubin 
Elementary School, was 
named a 2025 Teacher of 
the Year by the Sacramento 
County Board of Education. 
Photo courtesy of Sacramento 
County Office of Education

Sacramento Regional Transit 
District News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The 
Sacramento Regional Transit District 
(SacRT) is notifying riders and the 
public that the east platform (for 
travel inbound toward 8th & Capitol) 
at the 8th & O Street light rail station 
will remain closed through late 2026.

While major building construc-
tion by the California Department 
of General Services at 1416 9th St. 
is expected to conclude at the end 
of this year, additional work is still 
needed at the station before full 

reopening is possible. The bus stops 
that were closed during construction 
efforts at 8th & O streets and 9th & N 
streets reopened to riders on Sept. 2.

Due to the construction fenc-
ing and site limitations, SacRT was 
unable to raise the east platform 
during the last phase of light rail 
station platform upgrades. The plat-
form must be modified to meet the 
new height requirements for SacRT’s 
modern low-floor light rail trains. A 
new construction contract for this 
platform work is expected to be in 
place by early 2026.

“We understand the inconvenience 

this extended closure causes and 
appreciate our riders’ patience,” said 
SacRT General Manager/CEO Henry 
Li. “Once we are able to begin this 
next phase of platform upgrades, 
8th & O Street Station will be a top 
priority.”

Until the work is complete, the east 
platform (for trains traveling inbound 
toward 8th & Capitol) will remain 
closed. Riders should use Archives 
Plaza Station as an alternative for 
inbound service. The west platform at 
8th & O Street Station (serving trains 
traveling outbound toward Archives 
Plaza) remains open. � H

Due to the construction fencing and site limitations, SacRT 
was unable to raise the east platform during the last phase 
of light rail station platform upgrades. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento Regional Transit District

8th & O Street Light Rail Platform Closed Through 2026

City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento resi-
dents are invited to learn new ways to save 
water and money at the free Water Wise 
Garden Showcase from 9 a.m. to noon  
Sept. 27 at the Department of Utilities 
main campus, 1395 35th Ave.

“This event is about giving people 
the confidence and resources to make 
water-efficient improvements to their 
yards, no matter their skill level,” said 
William Granger, the city’s water conser-
vation coordinator.

Attendees can connect one-on-one with 
gardening professionals, irrigation experts, 
landscape designers and contractors.

The event also will feature educational 
talks and information about rebates from 
the city’s water conservation team.

“We’re also excited to introduce some 
new features this year, including tours of 
our drought-tolerant garden, a native plant 
sale and even a mobile coffee bar,” said 
Granger.

Vendors expected to attend include:
City of Sacramento Water Conservation
City of Sacramento Recycling & Solid 
Waste
Master Gardeners of Sacramento County
Sacramento Tree Foundation

California Native Plant Society
Green Acres
GreenWaste Florin Perkins Landscape 
Materials
Hunter Industries
AM Landscape Design
Brodeur Landscapes
Pollinator Gardenworks
Landscape Symphonies
Mantis Gardens LLC
Prado + Jardin
Tranquill Gardens
Water-Wise Landscaping
Indulgence Mobile Coffee Companys.

People are encouraged to RSVP on the 
Department of Utilities’ Facebook page, 
@SacramentoCityUtilities. A response is 
not required to attend but helps staff plan 
for the event. � H

Event Offers Water-Saving 
Resources and Rebates 
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FEATURE YOUR EVENT!
STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

Messenger Publishing Group

QUICK, EASY,  
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.LANDPARKSACNEWS.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’  
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”  
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE 
FULL LANDING PAGE 
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT  
INFORMATION! 

PRICING VARIES 
DEPENDING ON  
THE NUMBER OF 
WEBSITES WHERE 
YOUR EVENT 
APPEARS, LENGTH  
OF TIME YOUR EVENT 
 IS FEATURED.

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL  
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM  
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

29 WEBSITES  

IN THE GREATER  

SACRAMENTO  

AREA TO  

CHOOSE FROM

COPY THE URL  
OF YOUR EVENT 

LANDING PAGE TO 

INCLUDE IN YOUR  

ADS, & EMAILS, 

If you knew what you 
were going to die from, 
would that change the way 
you live?

That’s the question I 
faced in my next assign-
ment in 1999 at Patrick 
Air Force Base, That’s the 
year my Air Force doctor, 
a graying 50-something 
flight surgeon brought me 
in for my pre-deployment 
physical.

I had mixed emotions 
about the physical. After 
all, if he pronounced me 
healthy, I’d leave my fam-
ily to go to Saudi Arabia 
for four months. If he 
declared me unhealthy, I 
might face a medical eval-
uation board and soon find 
myself unemployed.

During my 15-minute 
office visit, he hammered 
on my boney knees, peered 
into my uncertain brown 
eyes and shined his flash-
light into the airfoils I call 
ears. He’d put a tongue 
depressor in my upper ori-
fice and a gloved finger in 
its southern cousin.

Just as I was refasten-
ing my shiny belt buckle, 
his assistant knocked on 
the door.

“Enter,” the doctor 
barked.

A balding young airman 
appeared, handed the doc-
tor a manila folder and was 
quickly dismissed with a 
perfunctory, “Thank you.”

“Ahh. Your test results,” 
he said.

The doc put on the eye-
glasses dangling from his 
neck and flipped through 
pages of blood tests, pee 

tests and vision tests. All 
the while he was nod-
ding, spouting numbers 
and mumbling approv-
ing words like “good” or 
“OK.”

He closed the file with 
a smile, so I ventured 
a guess.

“Am I good to go to 
Saudi?”

“Yes, but there’s been 
a recent  increase in 
your blood pressure, so 
I’m prescribing some 
medications.”

My face flushed with 
obvious concern, so he 
took a more optimistic 
tack.

“Look at it this way,” he 
said. “At least you know 
how you’re going to die.”

“Excuse me?” I begged.
“Most likely a doctor 

will one day write ‘hyper-
tension’ on your death 
certificate,” he declared.

I rubbed my eyes, in 
hopes of dismissing the 
grim reaper I saw draped in 
a white lab coat.

However, not to be dis-
suaded by my shaking 
head, Doc assured me that 
any thoughts I was having 
of an early demise were 
“greatly exaggerated.”

With some enthusiasm, 
he added that my problem 
would be defined as “ser-
vice-related. That means 
that one day your wife, 
Becky, will get a nice death 
benefit – all because of 
your hypertension.”

“Bless your heart!” I 
said. (Southerners know 
what this means.)

He was predicting a sil-
ver lining in my death, 
but I didn’t want to hear 
it. After all, I was plan-
ning to live a long life in 
a beachside home with my 
officer’s retirement.

My thinking was much 
like the greedy farmer 
Jesus mentioned in the 
parable found in Luke 

12:16– 21.
The farmer was so suc-

cessful that he built new 
barns to store his abundant 
crops. With his retirement 
set, the farmer told himself, 
“Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.”

The story concludes with 
God prematurely calling 
the farmer to the pearly 
gates, leaving all his crops 
to spoil in the cavernous 
barns.

Then Jesus added his 
punch line: “That’s what 
happens when you fill your 
barn with Self and not 
with God.”

These days, nearly every 
time I strap on a blood 
pressure cuff, I think about 
the survival odds quoted 
by that doctor. That cuff 
reminds me that although 
my earthly life is finite, 
God’s love is infinite, and 
God always gives better 
odds.

However, knowing how 
I might die has changed the 
way I live. I exercise reg-
ularly, eat better and take 
my medications. But most 
importantly, Becky no 
longer has to see me as a 
potential dollar sign from a 
VA pension. 

CORRECTION: Last 
week, I misspelled the 
Amazon website where 
you can donate supplies 
to Chispa Project. Our 
Amazon Wishlist for the 
back-to-school season is 
https://go.chispaproject.
org/supplies (Do not use 
“WWW.)

Email me with ques-
tions or comment at 
comment@thechaplain.
net. Sign up to receive 
this column by email at 
thechaplain.net/columns/ 
Contact Chaplain Norris 
at comment@thechap-
lain.net or 10566 Combie 
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, 
CA 95602 or voicemail 
(843) 608-9715. 

What if You Knew How You Were Going to Die?

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

Now serving the City 
and County of Honolulu

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento County chil-
dren from birth to age 5 
can now receive one free 
book in the mail each 
month, regardless of fam-
ily income, through Dolly 
Par ton ' s  Imagina t ion 
Library. 

Since starting in 1995, 
Dolly Parton's Imagination 
Library has become the 
preeminent early childhood 
book-gifting international 
program. The flagship pro-
gram of The Dollywood 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization, has gifted 
more than 280-million free 
books in the United States, 
Canada, United Kingdom, 
Australia and The Republic 
of Ireland through funding 
shared by The Dollywood 
Foundation and local 
partners. 

The Imagination Library 
mails more than 3 million 
high-quality, age-appro-
priate books directly to 
children's homes each 
month. Each child enrolled 
in the program receives 
one book per month for 
children up to age 5 at no 
cost to families. 

Grammy-winning 
singer, songwriter, actress, 
author and businesswoman 
Parton envisioned creating 
a lifelong love of reading 
and inspiring children to 
dream more, learn more, 
care more and be more. 
The program's impact has 
been widely researched 
and results demonstrate its 
positive impact on early 
childhood development 
and literacy skills. 

D o l l y  P a r t o n ' s 

Imag ina t ion  L ib ra ry 
launched Aug. 27 in 
Sacramento through a part-
nership between United 
Way California Capital 
R e g i o n ,  S a c r a m e n t o 
C o u n t y  O f f i c e  o f 
Education (SCOE) and The 
Dollywood Foundation. 

Sacramento residents can 
sign up online at yourlocal-
unitedway.org/our-work/
youth-opportunity/dol-
ly-parton-imagination-li-
brary to receive the books. 

United Way California 
Capital Region also man-
ages  Dol ly  Par ton ' s 
Imagination Library in 
Yolo County, which on 
Aug. 27 presented its 
100,000th book to a partic-
ipating family. 

“When we invest in a 
child’s imagination, we 
invest in their future,” said 
Dr. Dawnté Early, pres-
ident and CEO, United 
Way California Capital 
Region. “Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library is 
more than books. This 
program is about open-
ing doors, sparking dreams 
and imagination, and mak-
ing sure every child, no 
matter their zip code, has 
access to books from an 
early age.” 

United Way and the 
Sacramento County Office 
of Education aim to enroll 
65,000 children in Dolly 
Par ton’s  Imaginat ion 
Library across the county, 
65% of the population eli-
gible, within five years. 

“ T h e  I m a g i n a t i o n 
Library is a simple idea 
with a powerful impact,” 
said David W. Gordon, 
Sacramento County super-
intendent of schools. “By 

mailing a free book each 
month to children from 
birth to age 5, we’re giving 
families the tools to build 
strong reading habits from 
the start. This program 
supports our Sacramento 
County READS literacy 
initiative and reflects our 
commitment to literacy, 
equity and early learn-
ing because every child 
deserves the chance to 
thrive.”

T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s 
received funding from 
United Way California 
C a p i t a l  R e g i o n , 
Sacramento County Office 
of Education, City of 
Rancho Cordova, City 
of Sacramento, Kellogg 
Family Foundation, Rotary 
Club of Elk Grove and 
Laguna Sunrise Rotary 
Club, and is seeking addi-
tional funders to meet their 
goal of serving all chil-
dren in Sacramento County 
under age 5. To learn more 
about supporting the pro-
gram, visit www.uwccr.
org/dpilsupport. 

Celebrating its 30th 
anniversary this year, 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library began in Sevier 
County,  Tenn. where 
Parton grew up, and the 
library has expanded 
internationally. 

In  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  the 
Imagination Library is 
also supported by a 50% 
state match, administered 
through the California 
State Library.

“We are thrilled to cel-
ebrate the launch of Dolly 
Par ton’s  Imaginat ion 
Library in Sacramento 
County, home to our 
state capital and nearly 
100,000 little learners,” 
said Hallie Anderson, 
community engagement 
coordinator for Dolly 
Par ton’s  Imaginat ion 
Library of California. 
“This partnership with 
United Way California 
Cap i t a l  Reg ion  and 
Sacramento County Office 
of Education is a powerful 
investment in early child-
hood literacy, bringing 

Dolly’s dream to life for 
many more children and 
inspiring a love of reading 
across the county.”

United Way California 
Capital Region has been 
a driving force across the 
region for more than 100 
years, listening, responding 
and taking comprehensive 
action to meet local needs. 
From advancing youth 
opportunities and helping 
children excel in school to 
strengthening local com-
munities and investing in 
families’ financial secu-
rity and health, United 
Way mobilizes communi-
ties to build a future where 
everyone can reach their 
full potential and thrive. 
Working across Amador, 
E l  D o r a d o ,  P l a c e r, 
Sacramento and Yolo 
counties, the local United 
Way provides books and 
literacy tutoring, addresses 
housing and food security, 
leads the region’s largest 
tax-preparation initiative, 
works with foster youth 
across school districts, 

launched the region’s 
first guaranteed income 
program and leads the 
Community Schools ini-
tiative in West Sacramento. 
To donate, go online to 
YourLocalUnitedWay.org. 

The Sacramento County 
Office of Education edu-
cates more than 30,000 
children and adults each 
year, including thousands 
of district teachers who 
attend training sessions 
and workshops. It provides 
support services to more 
than 253,000 students in 
13 school districts. The 
Sacramento County Office 
of Education provides 
technical assistance, cur-
riculum and instructional 
support, staff develop-
ment, legal and financial 
advice, and oversight to 
Sacramento County school 
districts. 

For more about the 
Office of Education’s 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
READS literacy initiative, 
visit online www.scoe.net/
sacramentocountyreads.  H

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Launches in Sacramento County
Young Children Can 
Receive Free Books

Dr. Dawnté Early of United Way California Capital Region announces the launch of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in 
Sacramento County at an Aug. 27 press conference at the Sacramento Central Public Library. Photo courtesy of United Way 
California Capital Region


