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Board Votes 3-2 to Begin
Water Moratorium Process

More than 40 people attend a Rancho Murieta Community Services District Board meeting on Sept. 17 to discuss a possible

water moratorium. Resident Jim Farrell is at the podium.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- After a sometimes heated
discussion, the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District board
voted 3-2 on Sept. 17 to
begin the process of enact-
ing a water moratorium on
new development. More
than 40 people attended the
meeting.

supported the move, while
Directors Randy Jenco and
Tim Maybee opposed it.

District Counsel Patrick
Enright said state law
requires the board to make
formal findings before
a moratorium can be
imposed, including that
“ordinary demands cannot
be met without deplet-
ing the water supply to the
point where it becomes
insufficient for human con-
sumption, sanitation and
fire protection.”

NEESSEEERERERIZSE;

Board President John
Merchant and Directors
Linda Butler and Bill Gere

He said those findings
must be based on collected
Continued on page 7

Jeff Burkheimer warns that a moratorium will trigger a multi-
million-dollar lawsuit that the district will lose and that
residents will ultimately pay for through higher rates.

Music Mike Draws Crowd to Free Concert

Music Mike has kids singing, dancing and laughing at Lake Clementia Amphitheater on Sept. 21. The Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta hosted the free family concert.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A long-
time favorite in Rancho Murieta,
Music Mike delighted children
with an interactive concert at Lake
Clementia Amphitheater on Sept. 21.

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta sponsored the free event,
which drew 197 Kids, parents and

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

grandparents. About 50 youngsters,
ages 2 to 10, crowded onto the dance
floor in front of Music Mike, while
adults and babies looked on from the
hillside.

Music Mike strummed his gui-
tar, tooted his kazoo and led the kids
through songs, stories and plenty of
laughs.

At his cue, children twirled
scarves, danced with abandon, rolled
down the hill like hot dog rolls,

skipped around the amphitheater and
lined up for close encounters with the
limbo stick.

Music Mike mixed classics like
“Skidamarink,” “Skip to My Lou,”
“Ring Around the Rosie” and
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star,” often
with a playful twist on the lyrics.

He also slipped in tunes parents
knew well — including “Proud Mary,”
“Jambalaya” and “You Are My

Continued on page 12

Wilder
Named
Interim
General
Manager

at CSD

Amelia Wilder is assuming
a new role as the interim
general manager for the
Rancho Murieta Community
Services District after six
years of service as the
district secretary.

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- In July 2019, Amelia
Wilder joined the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District through
a temporary agency for a
two-to-four-week assign-
ment. Six months later,
following the retirement of
the long-time secretary, the
board appointed her as dis-
trict secretary.

Fast forward six years to
the Sept. 17 board meet-
ing. That’s when Board
President John Merchant
announced that Wilder
had been appointed as the
interim general manager,
although he didn’t go into
detail.

Wilder said she was
overjoyed by her selection
to the new position.

“I hope to use the knowl-
edge | have gained about
the district during my ten-
ure as the district secretary
to bring equitable solu-
tions to the challenges that
face our community,” she
said. “l will particularly
focus on building reserves
so the infrastructure can
be replaced without undue
burden to the residents.”

The district has tech-
nically been without a
general manager since
the board placed Mimi
Morris on leave on Jan. 6.
However, general manager
duties, including oversee-
ing staff and responding
to emergencies, have been
assumed by a Board Ad
Hoc Committee since then.

Morris agreed to
resign in May as part of a
$375,000 settlement with
the district, resolving her
government claim that
alleged retaliation, discrim-
ination and harassment.

According to the tem-
porary organization chart
presented by Merchant at
the Sept. 17 meeting, along

Continued on page 9
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Four Niners Compete at Woodbridge

By Nancy Clevenger

WOODBRIDGE, CA (MPG)
- Four Rancho Murieta
Country Club Niners vis-
ited Woodbridge Golf and
Country Club at the end
of August for a yearly
Tournament of Champions.

Joanna Graf
(Championship level),
Alison Gomez (Flight
One), MaryLou Dininger
(Flight Two) and Cathleen
Reibe (Flight Three) repre-
sented Rancho Murieta at
this event.

To represent Rancho
Murieta, the ladies com-
peted in a Niner two-day
competition at the home
course. Those with the
best scores in each of the
four divisions for the two
days of play went on to the
district-wide tournament.

GOLF SCORES

itself to good golf with
pristine course condi-
tions and great weather.
The atmosphere set by the
Woodbridge ladies was
inviting and filled with
grace.

After the golfing event,
players were treated to a
taco luncheon with the
most delicious lemon bars
for dessert.

Twenty-six different golf
clubs were represented
at the Tournament of
Champions, including the
four ladies from Rancho
Murieta.

Three of the four ladies
returned home with tro-
phies by placing in their
respective flights.

the Championship flight.
Her play was consistent
and even, scoring a gross
47. This earned her fourth
place in her level against
the 25 other women.

Flight One was rep-
resented by Rancho
Murieta’s Alison Gomez.
Gomez scored a gross 48,
net 36.

This consistent and
focused play earned her the
position of second place in
her flight.

Rancho Murieta’s
MaryLou Dininger played
in flight two. Her steady
play netted her a score
of 37, resulting in a fifth-
place win.

Overall, Rancho Murieta

Tournament of Champion players are Joanna Graf, left, Championship Flight; Alison Gomez,
Flight One; and MaryLou Dininger, Flight Two. Not pictured: Cathleen Reibe. Photo courtesy of

Nancy Clevenger

the Northern California woman interested in join-

Women’s Nine Hole Golf

at CJNiley@gmail.com or

ing the Niners Golf Group visit ranchomurietacc.com.

The August day lent  Joanna Graf played in was well-represented in  Association event. Any can contact Cathy Niley *
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Association Discusses E-Bikes, HOA Fines

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A proposed rule to reg-
ulate e-bikes and state
legislation affecting the
ability of associations to
levy fines were among
the topics discussed
when the Rancho Murieta
Association met on Sept.
16.

The board also sched-
uled a budget workshop for
Oct. 14 to discuss a 2025
budget and dues increase,
beginning with a proposed
$5, or 3%, hike in monthly
dues to cover rising oper-
ational costs. Directors
will also consider pro-
posals to add staff and to
improve community secu-
rity with new fencing and
gate upgrades, estimated to
cost between $263,673 and
$486,724.

In other business, the
board formed an ad hoc
committee to begin the
search for a new general
manager to replace Rod
Hart, who will retire early
next year. The board voted
6-0 to appoint Director
Scott Adams as chair and
authorized him to select
the remaining committee
members.

Board President Patrick
O’Hern opened the meet-
ing by welcoming the
board’s newest director,
Ernie Cowles.

“I’m not going to go into
his résumé or his curricu-
lum vitae, but | can tell you
he is an extremely well-ed-
ucated person,” O’Hern
said.

Cowles said he looked
forward to working with
the board and staff. He also
thanked the half-dozen
audience members.

“It’s great that the

community is involved,”
he said.

The board appointed
Cowles to a vacant seat
during a special meeting
on Sept. 3. The vacancy
was created by the resig-
nation of Danny Carrillo in
August.

E-Bikes

Adams, who chairs the
Governing Documents
Committee, said he was
pleased that nearly 50 res-
idents responded to a
request for comments on
a proposed rule to regulate
e-bikes, describing most of
the responses as thoughtful
and supportive. He said the
community generally sup-
ports speed restrictions,
age restrictions, helmet
requirements and increased
fines for bad behavior.

The most signifi-
cant concern was the
prohibition of e-bikes on
dirt trails. Adams said the
committee was concerned
about heavier bikes, faster
speeds, especially on uphill
sections, and potential
trail damage. Others won-
dered if the rules would
be enforceable. Some
wanted the bikes banned
completely.

Audience member Rober
Guerin expressed con-
cern about the prohibition
of earbuds. He said he
uses his earbuds as hear-
ing aids. Adams said they
could write an exception
for medical devices.

Adams said that after the
committee discusses the
comments, he will draft a
rule for board review.

HOA Fines

After discussion, the
board voted to refer a new
state law to the Governing
Documents Committee
for review and to deter-
mine how to amend RMA’s
non-architectural rules to

354-9339 |

20 minute drive from Folsg
El Dorado Hills "

comply. Assembly Bill
130, which took effect July
1, caps the fine schedule
for any homeowners asso-
ciation at $100. The only
exception is when a rule
violation may cause an
adverse health or safety
impact on a common area
or a member’s property.

General Manager Rod
Hart said speeding would
fall under that exception.

“We’ve had extremes of
80 mph on the parkway,
and it is pretty common
to have 50 mph,” he said.
“It is our fiduciary duty to
make sure that we keep
our community safe, and
$100 fines do not change
habits.”

Other rules that could be
affected include stop-sign
violations, other traffic
offenses and the dangerous
use of fireworks.

Adams warned that com-
pliance will be costly.

“This is a poorly writ-
ten law. There is a lot that
they leave open. It is going
to cause much more legal
fees over time,” he said.
“It has been highly criti-
cized in the press by HOA
attorneys.”

The board packet
included an FAQ sheet
on the bill. The attor-

ney author noted that

the language amending
two sections of the civil
code was added just days
before enactment, “catch-
ing everyone by surprise.”
The bill did not go through
the normal legislative pro-
cess or allow for public
comment. It also prohibits
charging late fees or inter-
est on fines, according to
the fact sheet.

Budget Workshop

Hart told the direc-
tors that they needed to
schedule a budget work-
shop to discuss the draft
2026 budget proposed by
staff, as well as some addi-
tional requests from board
committees. After some
discussion, they settled on
Oct. 14 at 6 p.m.

Hart said the 2026 bud-
get would increase by
$145,859 due to factors
that RMA can’t control,
such as increases in wages
and benefits, utility costs
and increased insurance
expenses. This would
increase the monthly dues
from $165.50 to $ 170
per lot, representing a 3%
increase of $5. The total
project budget would be
just over $5 million.

The board will review
the addition of several
items at the workshop,

including a part-time
maintenance employee
for $30,000, a $1.03 dues
increase, and the hiring of
a third full-time compli-
ance officer for $86,000,
which would result in a
$2.95 dues increase.

The largest request up
for review comes from the
Perimeter Security Ad Hoc
Committee, chaired by
Directors Chris Childs and
Tom Reimers.

Their proposal to
increase perimeter secu-
rity carries an estimated
cost of $486,734, including
$431,725 for fencing using
outside labor, $40,000
for new gate controllers
and $15,000 for pedes-
trian gates. Using in-house
labor for the fencing
would reduce the cost to
$263,697. The respective
dues increase would be
$16.70 or $9.05.

Other Business

Two residents of The
Retreats subdivision,
Steve Detrick and Kasey
Cronavist, attended the
board meeting and intro-
duced themselves as newly
elected members of the
Rancho North Association,
which is separate from
RMA. Although they pay
RMA dues in addition to

Audience member
Robert Guerin
emphasizes the
importance of
wearing a helmet
while riding an
e-bike during the
Rancho Murieta
Association board
meeting on Sept. 16.

their own association’s
fees, they are not RMA
members. Both said they
hope to develop a working
relationship with RMA.

Audience member Tom
Shewchuk informed the
board that two long-time
country club members are
resigning from the club due
to gate-access issues. Since
RMA deactivated their bar-
codes because they live
outside the community, the
women — both in their 60s
— have become frustrated
with having to stop at the
gate and dealing with con-
struction traffic and long
lines.

Board President Patrick
O’Hern referred Shewchuk
to Hart for more infor-
mation about the barcode
policy.

Hart reported that insur-
ance costs for 2025-26 will
increase by 7%, amount-
ing to $10,575. The board
retroactively approved the
total premium of $161,310
and also authorized $4,415
for a review of the asso-
ciation’s 2025 financial
statements.

The board’s next meet-
ings are scheduled for Oct.
14 at 6 p.m. for the bud-
get workshop and Oct. 21
at 6:30 p.m. for the regular
monthly meeting. *
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Organization, Drinking Water, ‘Frankenstein” are CSD Topics

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - While a proposed
water moratorium drew a
full house at the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District board
meeting on Sept. 17, direc-
tors also took up several
other matters, most of
them after the crowd left.
(See separate story on the
moratorium.)

Two topics involved
maintaining the district’s
operations in the absence
of a permanent general
manager. Another dealt
with minor odor and taste
issues in the drinking
water, and a fourth con-
cerned a “Frankenstein”
software problem that
slowed follow-up work on
an audit.

Organizational
Changes

Early in the meeting,
Board President John
Merchant announced that
the board had appointed
Amelia Wilder as interim
general manager but
offered no details. Wilder
has served as district sec-
retary since January 2020.
(See separate profile.)

Merchant also presented
a temporary organizational
chart designed to maintain
continuity and oversight
until a permanent gen-
eral manager is hired. The
chart reflects Wilder’s pro-
motion, the creation of an
interim board secretary
position and adjustments
following Operations
Manager Eric Houston’s
leave of absence, which
began Sept. 1 for undis-
closed reasons.

At the top of the orga-
nizational chart is a
Board of Directors Ad
Hoc Committee that was
formed to provide direction
to staff and keep opera-
tions running smoothly
after former General
Manager Mimi Morris
was placed on leave on
Jan. 6. The committee ini-
tially included then-Board
President Steve Booth
and Vice President John
Merchant. After Booth
stepped down, Merchant
continued as the sole mem-
ber with board approval.

At the September meet-
ing, Merchant said Director
Bill Gere had joined him
as the second member
of the ad hoc committee,
which will oversee four
managers on “equal foot-
ing.” The four are Cecilia
Min, director of Finance
and Administration;
Travis Bohannon, chief
Plant operator; Corey

RANCHO MURIETA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART—SEPTEMBER 2025
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
\/ AD HOC COMMITTEE
DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT INTERIM GENERAL CHIEF PLANT UTILITIES
FINANCE AND SECRETARY- MANAGER OPERATOR SUPERVISOR
ADMIN BOARD
CLERK
ACCOUNTANT
(FTE—1)
ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN UTILITY WORKER
(FTE—) ACCOUNTS PAYABLE SECURITY SERGEANT /g
(FTE—7)
ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN
(FTE—1) UTILITY BILLING
SECURITY GATE SECURITY PATROL PLANT
OFHCE TECHNlclﬂN OFHCER |,"| OFFICER |,‘r|I OPERATOR ”"ﬂ"
(FTE—1) FRONT DESK (FTE—8.42) (FTE—4.21) (FTE—5)
ACCOUNTING
TECHNICIAN - HR (PT)
EQUIPMENT
MECHANIC
(FTE—1)

A temporary organization chart shows how the Rancho Murieta Community Services District is being kept operational. Board President John Merchant and
Director Bill Gere serve on the Board Ad Hoc Commiittee. Image courtesy of Rancho Murieta Community Services District

Carskaddon, Utilities
supervisor; and Amelia
Wilder, interim general
manager.

Wilder now supervises
the security staff, the IT
manager and the interim
board secretary, Dyanne
Fleet.

When audience mem-
ber Tom Shewchuk asked
if the board planned to
hire a new general man-
ager, Merchant replied,
“Legally, we haven’t been
without a general manager,
and let’s leave it at that.”

Moments later, Merchant
told Shewchuk he wanted
to focus on the interim
approach.

“We are not going to
go forever without a gen-
eral manager, but we have
four people in the top line
I feel pretty good about,”
he said. “I’d like to give
it an opportunity to settle
down and decide what we
really want to do and what
we really want to look for
in the next hire that we
make.”

Later in the meet-
ing, Wilder reminded the
board about the temporary
nature of ad hoc commit-
tees. After some discussion
over the technicalities,
directors agreed to hold a
short special meeting at 11
a.m. Sept. 29 to effectively
create a new ad hoc com-
mittee, define its scope and
officially appoint Merchant

and Gere.

Drinking Water

As part of his opera-
tions report, Chief Plant
Operator Travis Bohannon
addressed recent com-
plaints about odors and
tastes in the drinking water.

“This is only an esthetic
issue, not a water quality
issue,” he stressed.

Bohannon said the prob-
lem stems from byproducts
created by algae when hot
weather warms the water.

“The district is prone to
this due to how we store
our water,” he said.

The only way to remove
the byproducts is to feed
powdered activated car-
bon into the treatment
process: a step that can
only be done at the older
conventional water plant,
since charcoal would dam-
age the membranes in the
newer plant. To mitigate
the issue, the district has
been producing more water
from Plant 2 and blending
it with water from Plant 1.

He added that residents
can minimize the prob-
lem by cooling their water
before drinking.

Another solution also is
in sight.

“Once the temperatures
cool down, the issue will
go away,” he said.

To reduce algae,
Bohannon is
resuming annual mechan-
ical harvesting of aquatic
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vegetation along the
Chesbro Reservoir shore-
line and will recommend
harvesting at Calero
Reservoir every few years.
As for the taste and odor
issue, Bohannon jokingly
added that the ultimate
solution would be to
replace Plant 1 with a sec-
ond conventional plant.

Frankenstein

In addition to her
detailed report on finances
and overdue audits,
Finance Director Cecilia
Min briefed the board on
what she, staff and a Great
Plains software consul-
tant have dubbed “Project
Frankenstein.”

The goal, she explained,
is to get the district’s
accounting system to fully
function with modules -
“arms and legs,” as she put
it — that had not been used
before.

But they weren’t getting
a heartbeat.

“Frankenstein should be
waking up,” she said.

Min said they recently
discovered the main rea-
son for the lack of response
was the outdated server
hosting Great Plains. IT
Manager Andy Lee told the
directors that the system
had been pieced together
over many years by differ-
ent consultants, resulting
in missing licenses, bro-
ken update services and
frequent errors. He has

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

obtained a replacement
server and is repairing the
update functions.

On another topic, Min
showed the board a new
format for financial state-
ments, developed from
lessons in the last audit.
She said the format will
be used for the next three
audits.

Other Business

Director Linda Butler,
chair of the Security
Committee, reported that
one new patrol officer has
been hired and another
candidate is in the back-
ground process. The
district is budgeted for four
patrol officers, so staff-
ing is nearly complete. For
gate officers, the district is
authorized for seven full-
time and eight part-time
positions but is currently
operating with only four
part-time staff members.

Although directors did
not discuss it, the board
packet included a letter
from Brad Beer, owner of
Rancho Murieta Airport.
Beer said he had received
a water shutoff notice from
Wilder for nonpayment of
fees. Beer wrote that while
he always has remained
current on water, sewage
and drainage charges, he
has withheld security dues
due to a longstanding dis-
pute with the district: one
he says has gone unre-
solved because of a lack of

Find out what’s happening
In your local area at...

THERIVERVALLEYTIMES.COM

response from district staff.
He warned that cutting off
the airport’s water would
also shut down nearby
hydrants, creating a public
safety risk.

Wilder told the board
she intended to resolve the
issue with Beer.

IT Manager Andy Lee
reported steady progress
on infrastructure upgrades
and said he has also been
assisting staff with “Project
Frankenstein.”

In other business, the
board adopted an ordi-
nance updating the
district’s purchasing and
bidding rules and spending
limits.

Directors also approved
a temporary 5% pay
increase for the chief
plant operator and utilities
supervisor, citing the extra
duties they have taken on
during the operations man-
ager’s absence.

The next board meetings

will be at 11 a.m. Sept. 29
for the Ad Hoc Committee
and 5 pm. Oct. 15 for the
monthly meeting. The next
Improvements Committee
meeting, scheduled for
7:30 a.m. on Oct. 2, will
consider several topics
of note, including water
and sewer will-serve let-
ters issued to the entitled
subdivisions and a require-
ment that the developer of
the Residences subdivision
build a third water tank. *
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Applause for Literary Award Winners

By Kimberly A. Edwards

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Seven awardees will
be recognized at the “100
Years of Writing Excellence
in Sacramento” Gala on
Oct. 18, when the California
Writers Club Sacramento
hits its century mark and
celebrates at North Ridge
Country Club in Fair Oaks.

The award recipients are
916 Ink, Capital Storytelling,
Jan Haag, Ginger Rutland,
Sacramento Poetry Center,
Sacramento Press Club and
Under the Gum Tree.

While recognizing that lit-
erary service abounds in our
area, a Blue Ribbon Panel
identified the above for nur-
turing the development of
talent and appreciation for the
written word and contributing
to a larger purpose influenc-
ing Sacramento’s literary
reach in children and adults.

The Oct. 18 Centennial
will bring writers, report-
ers and historians together to
learn about early writing and
publishing in Sacramento.
Partners and friends include
the Crocker Art Museum,
the California State Library,
the Center for Sacramento
History and the Sacramento
Public Library

Keynote speaker and
Pulitzer Prize winner Jack
Ohman will talk about “At
Wit’s End.”

A star-studded line-up fea-
turing Rich Ehisen of Capitol
Weekly, literary agent Sandra
Proudman, Sacramento
journalist at local CBS affil-
iate Alison Linton, Pushcart
Prize nominee Carol Lynn
Stevenson Grellas, cultural
historian Maryellen Burns
and documentary filmmaker
Al Gonzalez will entertain.

Kiyo Sato, 102 and
the William Saroyan
International Writing Award
winner for “Dandelion

Keynote Speaker Jack Ohman will challenge attendees with his

interpretation of “At Wit's End.”

through the Crack” (renamed
“Kiyo’s Story”) will attend.
Her book is on display at
the Smithsonian Institute.
Attendees can bring along a
copy of her book if they want
an autograph.

Rare books from early
California Writers Club
members will be displayed
at the gala. Many books were
made into movies or popu-
lar TV series. One movie was
nominated for an Academy
Award. Also displayed
will be a 1913 woodcut of
the club logo designed by
University of California,
Berkeley professor Perham
Nahl, nephew of Charles
Christian Nahl, whose work
hangs in the Crocker Art
Museum.

The celebration includes
a buffet, the Jazz Band
“Syncopating Sea-Monkeys”
of River City High School,
and a no-host bar, includ-
ing a Jack London “Glass in
Hand.”

The California Writers
Club is a nonprofit orga-
nization. For information
on the event, buying tick-
ets or sponsoring this
literary event, visit online

California Writers Club of Sacramento

sacramentowriters.org.
2025 Greater Sacramento
Literary Awardees

916 Ink is a creative
writing and literacy non-
profit organization since
2010 that provides work-
shops and tutoring to
transform youth into strong
readers, confident com-
municators and published
authors. Programs increase
literacy skills, improve
vocabulary, teach empa-
thy, positively impact social
and emotional learning,
and expand communication
skills. Partnerships are with
school sites and community
groups serving marginalized
students, including eco-
nomically-disadvantaged,
system-impacted youth
and English Language
Learners. 916 Ink has trans-
formed more than 6,000
youth into authors in 300-
plus professionally published
anthologies.

Capital Storytelling is an
arts education organization
in Sacramento that empowers
individuals to share their per-
sonal stories and, in doing so,
to foster connection, empathy
and compassion across race,

-~

Kiyo Sato, 102 and the William Saroyan International Writing
Award winner for “Dandelion through the Crack” (renamed
“Kiyo’s Story”) will be at the gala. Sato’s book is on display at
the Smithsonian Institute. California Writers Club of Sacramento

gender, religion, abilities,
orientation and political affil-
iations. This is accomplished
through classes and work-
shops and special programs,
including an Immigrant
Storytelling Program, which
empowers first- and sec-
ond-generation immigrants
to share their stories, and a
Story Ambassador Program,
which trains leaders to lead
storytelling workshops.

Jan Haag was a writ-
ing professor at Sacramento
City College and journalism
department chair, advising
the student newspaper, lit-
erary journal and nonfiction
magazine. Before that, she
was a copy editor and feature
writer for the Sacramento
Bee, covered the capitol for
United Press International
and was editor of Sacramento
Magazine. Haag has had
many poems, essays and fic-
tion published in journals
and anthologies. Her poetry
collection, “Companion
Spirit,” is comprised of
poems about her late hus-
band. She is co-publisher of a
Sacramento publishing com-
pany, River Rock Books. She

publishes daily poems on
her website (janishaag.com)
and is working on a poetry
collection and a novel set
in Sacramento in the 1950s
and 1970s. She hosts writing
groups, including a monthly
Writing as Healing group in
Elk Grove.

Ginger Rutland spent
17 years as a reporter with
KCRA TV in Sacramento
and then with KRON TV in
San Francisco as that sta-
tion’s capitol bureau reporter.
She earned a local Emmy
at KRON for her documen-
tary, “Showdown at Diablo,”
about the controversy sur-
rounding the nuclear power
plant’s building and com-
missioning at Diablo Canyon
in San Luis Obispo County.
Rutland wrote and produced
a play, “When We Were
Colored, A Mother’s Story,”
adapted from her mother,
Eva Rutland’s, memoir. The
play is about a middle-class
Black family’s journey
from the segregated south
before World War 11 to post-
war California, through the
Civil Rights era and Black
Power Movement to the

racially-blended families of
today.

The Sacramento Poetry
Center, founded in 1979,
offers readings, workshops,
writers' conferences, publi-
cations and a lending library.
“Landing Signals, released
on Oct.26, 1986, was the first
major anthology (print and
audio) of Sacramento poets.
The center’s annual writ-
ers’ conferences and Poetry
Month celebrations have fea-
tured some of today’s leading
poets, including Pulitzer Prize
winners Gary Snyder and
Philip Levine, former U.S.
Poets Laureate Juan Filipe
Herrera and Robert Hass.

The Sacramento Press
Club, established in 1961,
is a nonprofit educational
organization dedicated to
supporting the next gener-
ation of journalists through
scholarships for college
students. The scholarship
program is paid for through
member donations and ticket
sales to regular events with
California and national news-
makers. The Sacramento
Press Club annually awards
nearly $60,000 in scholar-
ships to a proudly diverse
array of students.

Under the Gum Tree is a
reader-supported, quarterly
literary arts magazine pub-
lishing creative nonfiction
and visual art. It champions
the mantra of telling stories
without shame since 2011.
The mission is sharing sto-
ries that remind readers of
shared humanity. Each issue
includes seven to 10 original
nonfiction stories and per-
sonal essays, one photo essay
and one cover artist whose
work is featured through-
out the interior pages. The
magazine nominates for the
Pushcart Prize every year
and essays published have
been listed as notable in the
Best American Essays. %

VOLUNTEERS:

Tom Barentson
Gordon Blackwell
Mary Blackwell
Sharon Barton
Sheryle Bray
Joanne Brandt
Marklin Brown
Boots Conway
Ron Conway
Jennette Edwards
Pete Edwards
Maxine Feil

Chris Gilliam
Linda Haviland
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Cheryle McElhany
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Carol Stanger
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Sherry Agrella
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Does God Hear Me Now?

BY'ITANORRIS BURKES

Readers: | began writ-
ing this syndicated column
October 2001. Now, after
24 years, 1I’m retiring the
column on October 12th.
You can stay in touch by
joining my weekly email
newsletter at www.thecha-
plain.net/newsletter or
send email request to com-
ment@thechaplain.net. As
| approach my 68th year
around our sun, I’'m doing
a lot of reflecting.

My active days are full
of grandkids, home repairs,
charity work with Chispa
Project, all while pastoring
a small church in the Sierra
Nevada foothills.

With this summertime
busyness, | was feeling that
my God-connection was
breaking up.

No, not a complete dis-
connect, but my reception
of the divine felt crackly
and fuzzy. You know, the
kind you get from a fading
phone signal. You walk in
circles, waving your phone
above your head asking,
“Can you hear me now?”

I found myself needing
to find a place, a moment,
an event, to reconnect with
God.

As | minister, | hear peo-
ple claim they don’t need a
church to find God. They
tell me that God can be
found anywhere — even on
a beach.

So earlier this summer, |
drove my wife and twelve-
year-old grandson to Half
Moon Bay for a few days
off. I went to see if God
indeed had beachfront
property in California.

It had been one of those
weeks where the incon-
sistencies of my faith had
been apparent to more than
just myself. It was one of
those weeks where | was
longing to simply be the
same person | had been the
previous week.

So, as my grandson dug
tunnels in the sand and
my wife kicked at the cold
waves, | walked alone up
the rocky beach, explain-
ing to God my ground
rules of our upcoming
conversation.

“I just need a moment
to double check stuff with
you — a moment to make
sure you’re still covering
my back.

“So, | thought I’d say
‘howdy” here at the beach.
I know that you make
every day special, but I’'m
needing this day to be
extra.”

There, on the water’s
edge, | found an isolated
rock and quickly breached
its top. Sitting atop the
rock with my soul exposed,
| began scanning the waves
for some kind of epiphany.

As | searched, the cold
wind pounded my heart
like a burglar’s hammer
working to unlock a trea-
sure, so | hid my face
beneath my sweatshirt’s
hood.

From this rock, | hoped
to find a still place, a space
where | could both hide
and be exposed, see and
be seen — an abode high
enough to make my prayer
heard but low enough to
nurture humility.

My prayer began:

Lord, find what I’ve
hidden.

Touch what I’ve hurt

Open what I’ve closed.

Teach what 1 wouldn’t
learn.

Fill the places I've
emptied.
And empty what

consumes me.

Release what
captured.

Hold what escapes me

Invade what I defend.

And defend what I've
surrounded.

Amen

Opening my eyes, | saw
my grandson writing mes-
sages in the sand, but the
finicky waves quickly
rinsed them away, like
an Etch-a-Sketch turned
upside down.

On the horizon, |
watched the pacific swal-
low the setting sun. “Wow!
God really does own
beachfront property!”

As | made my way back
to my family, | inched
around a deep rocky tide-
pool and fell — hard. Blood
oozed from my shins and
elbows, but I still managed
to get up to check if anyone
was looking.

Becky came running
over with my grandson.

The next day, bandaged,
but ambulatory, | heard
God’s voice again.

“See what | did there,
son.

“l met you on the top
of the rocks where I heard
your praises.

“But | also fall with
you to the bottom of those
rocks.

“l always hear you per-
fectly, even when you’ve
lost reception on your end.

“I’'m with you always
and I will never leave you.”

My reception was clear
again.

Email me with ques-
tions or comment at
comment@thechaplain.
net. Sign up to receive
this column by email at
thechaplain.net/columns/
Contact Chaplain Norris
at comment@thechap-
lain.net or 10566 Combie
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn,
CA 95602 or voicemail
(843) 608-9715. *

I’ve

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Sign Up for
Summerfest Trivia
Night, Cornhole
Tourney

The 25th annual
Summerfest carnival will
take place at Stonehouse
Park on Friday, Oct. 3
and Saturday, Oct. 4. The
nonprofit is accepting sig-
nups for Trivia Night on
Friday and the Cornhole
Tournament on Saturday
at summerfest-ranchomu-
rieta.org.

Advance tickets also can
be purchased on the web-
site. Tickets cost $35 per
day, with a $20 discount
when purchasing four
tickets.

At the gate, tickets will
be $40. Children 4 and
younger will be admit-
ted free. The event is only
open to community resi-
dents and their guests. A
schedule of Summerfest
events will be published
in the Oct. 10 issue of the
River Valley Times.

Corvette Club Slates
Poker Run

The Rancho Murieta
Corvette Club will host a
Poker Run on Oct. 12 to
raise funds for its annual
Thanksgiving Dinner proj-
ect, benefiting families in
the River Valley area of
South Sacramento County.
Over the years, the club’s
effort has grown from
donating turkeys to the
Sacramento Food Bank to

providing complete holi-
day dinners to families in
need within the local com-
munity. This year’s Poker
Run is dedicated to Jerry
McDonald, a past president
and longtime member of
the club, who passed away
in 2024.

A Poker Run is a driving
event in which participants
follow a predetermined
scenic route, stopping at
five designated locations to
collect playing cards. The
goal is to assemble the best
poker hand and win prizes.
This year’s route winds
through foothill and lower
Sierra roads and concludes
at Moonraker Millhouse
Brewery in Cameron Park
for lunch and prize distri-
bution. Written directions
will be provided to help
participants stay on course.
The drive takes approxi-
mately 90 minutes.

The event is open to
all vehicles, not just
Corvettes; sports cars,
sport sedans, SUVs, and
trucks are all welcome.
The entry fee is $30,
which includes two poker
hands: one for the driver
and one for the navigator.
Entries are due by Oct. 3.
To participate, download
the entry form at ran-
chomurietacorvettes.com.
Complete the form and
mail it with a check made
out to Rancho Murieta
Corvettes to the address
provided.

Caregiver Support
Group to Meet
Oct. 1

If you find yourself in a
situation of caregiving for
a loved one, it can be rather
perplexing. Those attend-
ing the Rancho Murieta
Caregiver Support Group
are helpful to each other.
Receive helpful informa-
tion and take some respite
time for yourself. Privacy
is strictly observed.

The group meets the
first Wednesday of the
month. The next meeting
will be at 2:30 p.m. Oct.
1 at the Rancho Murieta
Association Building.
If you have any ques-
tions, contact Nan at
916-354-2281.

Improvements
Committee to
Discuss Third Water
Tank

Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District’s Improvements
Committee will meet at
7:30 a.m. Oct. 2, with key
items including water and
sewer will-serve letters for
entitled subdivisions and a
proposed requirement that
the Residences developer
build a third water tank.

To allow extra discus-
sion, staff moved the start
time up by 30 minutes and
delayed the Security and
Communications commit-
tee meetings by several
hours. *
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TODAY
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FDIC

NMLSR 1D 479256

6.75%

Initial APR

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive * 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE - 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. * 916-685-3936
SHELDON - 8973 Grant Line Road ¢ 916-686-0200

5 Year FIXED RATE

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:

v FIXED RATE for 5 Years v Local Processing & Servicing
' v No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;

v Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
v Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
v Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

(5 T1, DOR.ADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
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Transform Your Writing
Dreams Into Reality

Oct 25 Writers’ Conference
CALLING ALL WRITERS

Your breakthrough moment awaits. Whether you're ready

to breathe life into that dormant manuscript or finally start
the book that’s been calling to you, this is where your writing
journey accelerates.

Saturday, October 25, 2025

Holiday Inn Hotel | 9175 West Stockton Blvd., ElIk Grove

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.50%. The maximum APR that can
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information.
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

PAYROLL and

. HR Support
$299 a month

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

We specialize in small and
mid-sized businesses. Offering
comprehensive and intuitive
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING

PINNACLE

EMPLOYEE SERVICES
HR | Payroll | Benefits

916-760-7227

WHAT YOU'LL MASTER:

e Narrative nonfiction that
captivates readers

¢¢

When you listen
to Chris Hennessy
speak, his words
touch your soul—
he is more than
impactful and
inspirational. He
makes you want to
get up and move.
He makes you
believe in yourself.

by

— John Britto,
author, Stockton, CA

» Memoir writing that inspires
and moves

» The essential sound of
compelling storytelling

* Pro marketing and self-promotion
strategies that work

e Cutting-edge Al tools for writers

e Foolproof editing techniques

Learn from NorCal Publishing
Powerhouses: Award-winning
authors Gini Grossenbacher, Joan
Griffin, Jordan Rosenfeld, Shawn
Langwell, Karen Trinkaus, and Dr.
Lally Pia will share the secrets behind their success.

KEYNOTE: Award Winning Filmmaker and author Chris
Hennessy reveals "How to Cultivate Literary Agents and
Publishers” - the insider knowledge that can change everything.

EVENT DETAILS:
* 8 AM - 4:40 PM (Registration & breakfast from 7 AM)
» Network with industry pros during lunch break
e Just $60 - an investment that pays dividends

REGISTER NOW: https://egweg.org/conference2025
Sponsored by Elk Grove Writers Guild.
Contact: loyholder77@gmail.com

Sponsored by
P )
MPG

DON’T JUST DREAM ABOUT BEING PUBLISHED. MAKE IT HAPPEN.
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Clean California Soars Past Major Milestone

California Department
of Transportation
(Caltrans)

News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - More than 136,000
garbage trucks worth of lit-
ter has been cleared from
state highways and com-
munities in the four years
of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
Clean California effort.

That Sept. 4 announce-
ment comes after the
governor convened a
statewide task force to
prioritize and remove
encampments and bring
services and shelter to
individuals experienc-
ing homelessness along
state rights-of-way in
California’s 10 largest
cities.

Emerging as one of the
most successful environ-
mental initiatives brought
forward by Newsom,
the $1.2-billion Clean
California effort has pro-
vided a visible and lasting
impact on communities
throughout the state, while
also supporting long-term
goals aimed at climate
resiliency, economic equity
and public safety.

Program highlights
include maintenance crews
dedicated to cleaning state
highways and public rights
of way; 650 free dump

What was once a plain concrete wall along State Route 99 has been transformed into a vibrant community landmark, where
Clean California funding supported the creation of colorful murals that now welcome residents and travelers into Sacramento.

Photo courtesy of Caltrans

days hosted in urban and
rural communities; 639
pieces of art installed on
the highways; 72,000 com-
munity clean-up volunteers
(according to a survey from
Keep America Beautiful);
314 beautification projects,
including the development
of new parks, public art
and improvements at sev-
eral transit stations.

Of these, 191 projects
have been completed and
18,000 job opportunities
created.

So far, 110 commu-
nities have pledged to
become a designated Clean
California Community

by agreeing to com-
plete specific criteria that
demonstrate long-term
commitments to zero
littler, community beauti-
fication and environmental
enhancement. Thirty com-
munities have achieved full
designation status.

“Clean California has
become an overwhelming
success and a model our
state can continue to build
on. Yes, we’ve removed
hundreds of thousands
of garbage trucks worth
of trash from our roads
and highways,” Newsom
said, “but it’s more than
that; we’ve invested in

communities all across
our state with public art
projects and parks, creat-
ing thousands of jobs and
lifting up countless neigh-
borhoods in need.”
Caltrans District 3
completed the $5.7-mil-
lion State Route 99
Beautification and Safety
Improvement Project in
Sacramento. This project
improves and upgrades a
nine-mile stretch of State
Route 99 between the
Broadway Undercrossing
and the Stockton
Boulevard Overcrossing.
Key project features
include rehabilitation,

illumination and beautifi-
cation of four pedestrian
overcrossings; communi-
ty-designed steel art panels
installed on newly painted
sound walls at five loca-
tions; new fencing,
landscaping, slope pav-
ing, and curbs to improve
drainage and safety; beau-
tiful mosaic tile art panels
at on- and off-ramps visi-
ble to pedestrians, cyclists
and motorists; and two
large murals sponsored by
Caltrans at 2nd Avenue
and 21st Avenue, bringing
vibrant color and commu-
nity identity to the corridor.

The project was made

possible thanks to part-
nerships with the City of
Sacramento, Vietnamese
American Community
of Sacramento, Oak Park
Neighborhood Association,
Sierra Curtis Park
Neighborhood Association,
Valley Hi Neighborhood
Association/Mesa
Grande Neighborhood
Association and the
Franklin Neighborhood
Development Corporation.
Together, these partners
turned a vision into real-
ity in just over 19 months,
delivering lasting safety
improvements and a strong
sense of community pride
for Sacramento residents.
“This project shows
the power of collabora-
tion between Caltrans,
the City of Sacramento
and neighborhood groups.
By working together, we
turned a gray corridor
into a welcoming gate-
way filled with art, color
and community identity,”
Caltrans District 3 Director
Sergio Aceves said. “These
improvements not only
enhance safety and drain-
age but also create spaces
Sacramento residents can
feel proud of every day.”
To learn more about how
California is creating a
brighter future by building
more, faster, for all, visit
build.ca.gov. *

Board Votes 3-2 to Begin
Water Moratorium Process

Continued from page 1

data and the Integrated
Water Master Plan and
addressed in one or more
public hearings. Enright
also stressed that the board
will need to determine
how to treat the roughly
300 subdivision lots that
already hold will-serve
letters.

Supporters of a mor-
atorium argued the
community needs time
to identify a secondary
water source, possibly new
wells or emergency use
of Clementia Lake, and
determine how costs will
be shared. They said that
Rancho Murieta lacks suf-
ficient water to sustain
future development and
could potentially run out
of water during a drought.
Opponents countered that
a moratorium would invite
costly lawsuits and harm
property values, and they
questioned whether there is
any evidence of a shortage.

Moratorium History

The moratorium debate
first surfaced at the July 17,
2024, board meeting after
then-Director Steve Booth
asked to place an action
item on the agenda to
declare a water emergency
until the community’s
water capacity could be
evaluated. Although the
board discussed the pro-
posal, it did not take any
action. District counsel
Patrick Enright noted that
the district “isn’t quite
there yet” and pointed to
other complicating factors.

Several days later,
Merchant — then-vice pres-
ident of Save Our Lakes &
Open Spaces and not yet
on the board — launched
the moratorium petition
drive. SOLOS collected
2,025 signatures and pre-
sented them to the board
in December, but directors
did not take action until the
Sept. 17 meeting.

Audience Voices

The sharpest criti-
cism of a moratorium
came from resident Jeff
Burkheimer, who runs
Lodi Electric Utility and
recently purchased a cus-
tom lot in the Residences

subdivision. Drawing on
his government experience,
he warned that moving for-
ward without strong legal
grounds could trigger law-
suits, damage the district’s
bond rating and force sig-
nificant rate hikes.

“The only question is,
do you get us all sued into
oblivion on the way there,
or did you act like pub-
lic officials and do your
homework and do the right
thing?” he said. “I’ve never
seen such a goddamn cir-
cus in my life. This isn’t
about whether you’re
pro-development or not.”

Former board member
Booth supported beginning
the moratorium process.
He said he and Butler voted
against issuing will-serve
letters to already entitled
subdivisions a year ago
“on the basis we needed to
make sure we had all the
facts and would have suf-
ficient water to honor the
will-serve letters.”

Developer Greg Dyer,
CEO of Rancho Murieta
Properties, questioned the
need for a moratorium.
He said there is no docu-
mented shortage, pointing
out that the district holds
a 6,000-acre-foot diver-
sion right but has never
used more than 2,000 acre-
feet in a year. He said past
requests for water-rights
extensions were based on
slow construction, not sup-
ply problems.

“What the community
really needs to do is fol-
low the law and not go out
on some sort of wild goose
chase that’s going to cost
the district millions of dol-
lars,” Dyer said.

Resident Jim Farrell,
who served on a work-
ing group that reviewed
the draft Integrated Water
Master Plan, said that the
community has been dis-
cussing augmenting the
supply for 15 years.

“So to the degree that the
moratorium leverages it in
that direction, I’m in total
favor of it,” he said. “To
the degree that it’s doing
nothing but causing a
waste of time and stopping
us from resolving these
other important issues, |
am opposed.”

——

W Mutieta

| BILL GERE

| DIRECTOR

Bill Gere, the newest director, casts the deciding vote, saying
he supports the moratorium if it encourages residents and

developers to work together.

Carol Anderson Ward,
principal investor in
Rancho Murieta Properties,
stressed her long ties to
the community. She said
that without projects she
helped bring in — including
the Bel Air shopping cen-
ter and equestrian center
— Rancho Murieta “would
be a hick town.” She also
addressed SOLOS directly:
“The open spaces are not
yours. They are mine. I’ve
taken out a lot of develop-
ment to keep those open
spaces, and | would like
some credit from you.”

Ward’s main argument
was that more housing is
needed to support aging
infrastructure.

“It’s going to be a whole
lot more if you don’t get
help from new housing,
new residents and new
income coming into this
community,” she said.

Ward added that while
an alternative supply and
emergency backup are
needed, “Who is going to
pay for it? I am done,” she
said. “I’m asking for rea-
son. I’m asking for help,
and | want to save this
community and make it
what it was supposed to be
when it started out 45 years
ago.”

Resident Tom
Shewchuk, who is buy-
ing a custom lot in the
Residences subdivi-
sion, urged the district to
honor the will-serve let-
ters, noting he is about
to invest $300,000. He
praised the water exper-
tise of Operations Manager

Eric Houston, currently on
leave, saying Houston told
him “the normal process
will take care of itself and
that a moratorium is not
needed and adds no value.”
Resident Bob Keil,
the developer of the
Residences subdivision,
said a moratorium should
only be considered if the
well study now underway
reveals that groundwater is
not a viable option.
Resident Steve Grove
asked the board to explain
the benefit of declaring a
moratorium, saying he had
not heard a clear rationale.

Board Debate

Before the discussion
turned to the moratorium
itself, Merchant reported
that he had met with
Sacramento County offi-
cials about the Rancho
North project. He said
the application now cov-
ers 561 lots and no longer
includes the back-lake
parcels. Rancho Murieta
Properties has also not
applied to develop the
39 acres next to the CSD
office, he added, not-
ing that new applications
would be required for those
properties.

Jenco spoke strongly
against the moratorium.

“It’s an initiation of let’s
pay a lot of legal fees:
That’s where this thing
would head,” he said. He
argued the board should
focus on expanding sup-
ply rather than “kicking the
can down the road.”

Maybee voted no but did

Former CSD Director Steven Booth voices support for starting
the process to enact a moratorium.
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Developer Carol Anderson Ward testifies that additional
housing is needed to sustain local infrastructure and
strengthen the economy.

not state a reason.

Butler called the mora-
torium a temporary step,
saying, “It would give us
the time we need to do and
what we have been doing,”
she said.

Gere, the newest direc-
tor, cast the deciding vote,
saying past development
often proceeded without
adequate infrastructure.

“I’m all for a morato-
rium if it leads residents
and developers to come
together and talk about
how to secure additional
water,” he said.

Merchant also high-
lighted the community’s
vulnerability during
droughts, noting that the
district cannot pump water
from the river for 153 days
each year.

“The problem magnifies
if you get into a repetitive
situation where the worst-
case scenario is you start a
second year, and how you
don’t have reservoirs that
are completely full,” he
said.

Merchant closed the
discussion by moving to
initiate the process.

“Again, | clarify that this
is to begin the process, and

when all the data and the
public testimony is accu-
mulated, we will make a
decision.”

Other Issues

Two separate but related
concerns surfaced. A
new homebuilder at the
Residences subdivision
said the district refused to
inspect open trenches at
three construction sites or
let him pay water connec-
tion fees.

Residents also raised
potential conflicts of inter-
est for board members
voting on the moratorium.
They pointed to Jenco’s
purchase of 11 acres that
he could subdivide later,
and the circulation of the
moratorium petition by
Merchant and Butler. Both
matters will be addressed
in future coverage.

Next Steps

Merchant said he pre-
ferred to hold two public
hearings instead of one.
When Enright asked if he
wanted to schedule the first
for the Oct. 15 board meet-
ing, Merchant replied that
he would decide on the
dates later. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

Can it be that the NBA preseason is
upon us, and less than two weeks away?
Yes, Kings fans, it’s nearly time to don
those jerseys and break out the rally tow-
els once again.

Much has been said about the lack of
moves the Kings have made during the
offseason, and the numbers don’t lie.

Aside from shoring up the point guard
position with the acquisition of veteran
Dennis Schroder, Sacramento has only
the draft to look back on as it relates to
adding talent to this year’s squad.

Much discussion about adding Russell
Westbrook to the team, and a con-
stant dialogue about acquiring Jonathan
Kuminga from the Golden State
Warriors, but as of today, neither of those
transactions has been consummated.

Do the Sacramento Kings really need
those two players to be successful this
year? You bet they do, and Scott Perry is
on the hot seat before he literally has a
chance to sit down. This is the life of an
NBA general manager, and it’s what he
signed up for.

Obviously, there are other players
besides Westbrook and Kuminga that
could add talent to the current squad, but
for now if we can believe what we hear
and read, the focus remains on these two
veterans to boost our winning chances.

Fans and Pundits are looking askance
at the Kings in general, so what are the
glaring needs that can silence the critics
and get the Sacramento Kings out of the
gate on a winning note?

Front court help remains the most
pressing need, and athletic big men are
a tough commodity to come by, particu-
larly this late in the off season.

Watching 6°9” Trey Lyles quietly walk
out the back door after four plus years
with the Kings made no sense, and loos-
ing a proven veteran was a gut punch
to those of us that appreciated what
Lyles brought to the court every night.
Mistake, yes, I believe it was a definite
mistake, but the Kings will have to move
on and try to find someone to replace

SACRAMENTO

KINnGS
N
looking for. But even if Isaac steps up
and plays well, the Sacramento Kings
are still in need of front-court help.

Apparently, the pressing issue that
has stalled trade talks with Jonathan
Kuminga, has been the Kings reluctance
to giving the Warriors a 1st round unre-
stricted free agent in the package.

The Kings have been willing to offer
up a first round draft pick, but it comes
with restrictions.

I believe the time has come to
acquiesce and give the Warriors the
unrestricted 1st round pick they’re look-
ing for. Kuminga is worth it, and his
upside is huge.

On paper this just doesn’t seem to be a
difficult decision, so I’'m baffled that the
Kings don’t see the obvious upside to
pulling the switch.

The energy that the Kuminga trade
would bring to Sacramento is incalcu-
lable, but rest assured it wouldn’t hurt
ticket sales!

As fans we can only go by what’s
reported and what we read, but for this
writers money, do what is necessary to
put the name of Jonathan Kuminga on
the roster, and let’s start the 2025/2026
season of a high note.

I also support adding aging veteran
Russell Westbrook, largely because he
has a reputation for being an excellent
team player and would add a presence in
the locker room that is hard to measure.
In addition, Westbrook looks and plays
like he did ten years ago, and whether
occasionally starting or coming off the
bench, there is no doubt in my mind that
Westbrook will be a welcome addition
that will bring with it wins.

Is there a surprise in store that no ones
heard or read about? Probably, and let’s
hope that Scott Perry has done his home-
work and has just such a surprise in store
for the Kings faithful.

Don’t lose heart, Kings fans because
it’s always darkest before the dawn.

Stay tuned and get ready, because
NBA basketball is right around the

those missing minutes going forward.
Isaac Jones has been waiting for an

opportunity to log more minutes, and

this may be the chance he has been

corner!

All the best!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

Social Security Matters

Should | Claim Social Security
Early Because it is Going Bankrupt?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My best
friend is going to be 62
and wants to begin taking
her Social Security imme-
diately. Her reasoning not
to wait is the thought that
it is going to run out in
10 years, so she wants as
much of her money before
that happens. | have paid
into Social Security my
entire working life (44
years and counting). What
are your thoughts on taking
it as soon as you are eligi-
ble? Signed: Uncertain
what to do.

Dear Uncertain:
Deciding when to claim
Social Security is a some-
times-confusing task, but
no one should ever claim
SS early because they
believe Social Security
will go bankrupt in the
near future. Social Security
cannot and will not go
bankrupt. What your friend
may be referring to is the
fact that Social Security
will be facing some finan-
cial issues in 2033 unless
Congress acts soon to
reform the program. And
they will act, but likely not
until they must.

The fact is, Social
Security still has about
$2.7 trillion in reserved
funds which are now being

used to pay full benefits.
If that Reserves balance
were to be fully depleted,
then Social Security would
need to go to a “cash
basis” (essentially, paying
out in benefits only what
is received in SS taxes),
which would result in
about a 21% cut in every-
one’s benefit. In other
words, even if Congress
neglected to reform the
program, beneficiaries
would still get about 79%
of their monthly ben-
efit starting in about
2033/2034. Hardly anyone
believes that Congress will
fail to eventually reform
Social Security, and, in
fact, they already know
how to do that reform (they
just currently lack the
bipartisanship to accom-
plish it). But neglecting
reform would amount to
political suicide for all
members of Congress,
which is extremely
unlikely to happen.

Here at the AMAC
Foundation, we are con-
fident that Congress
will soon address Social
Security’s future financial
dilemma, and we have been
working on potential solu-
tions. We have, for several
years, been providing
these suggestions to vari-
ous members of Congress,
and those members are
now considering our pro-
posals. Thus, we do not
suggest making a Social
Security claiming decision
based on fear of the pro-
gram going bankrupt. That
fear is unfounded. Instead,
we suggest that every-
one decide when to claim
based upon their individ-
ual personal situation,

considering their need for
the SS money, their life
expectancy, and their mar-
ital status. And remember,
claiming early (before
one’s SS full retirement
age (FRA)) also means
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET) will
apply (the AET limits
how much can be earned
from working before FRA
is attained).

So, our thought on the
wisdom of taking Social
Security as soon as you are
eligible is that it is often
not a wise decision, and
certainly not if that deci-
sion is made based on fear
of Social Security “not
being there” soon. Instead,
we suggest making your
Social Security claim-
ing decision based upon
your unique personal cir-
cumstances, including,
especially, your life expec-
tancy, financial need, and
marital status.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. *

The Siren Song of Despair
Charlie Kirk was a one-

man answer to campus
illiberalism. He rose to
prominence at a time when
university administrators
and progressive students
were working in league
to make campuses no-go
zones for conservatives.

They effectively banned
them from their faculties.
They didn’t invite them on
campus, or if they did, they
were liable to disinvite and
cancel them. They banned
so-called hate  speech.
They shouted down speak-
ers they didn’t like. They
created “safe spaces.” In
short, they did everything
they could to render the op-
posing point of view ille-
gitimate and indefensible.

Kirk showed not only
that it was possible to
punch through these ob-
stacles and get a hearing,
but to win the argument
despite them.

He created a student
movement that he lever-
aged into a huge, multi-
faceted organization and
that he mobilized to vote
in 2024, to great political
effect.

He was provocative, oc-
casionally outlandish and
sometimes wrong, but al-
ways interesting and brave.

His events on campus
should be viewed as a
public service. All of the
best, most creative college
deans could have gotten
together to figure out how
to routinely get thousands
of energized students to

events about public affairs,
and never managed it. No
worries. Kirk figured it out
for them. That he was shot
while he engaged in an
act of peaceful persuasion
makes his murder all the
more devastating.

Kirk wasn’t a literary
figure, but his assassination
was a little like, say, Wil-
liam F. Buckley or James
Baldwin getting gunned
down in the midst of their
famous 1965 debate at the
Cambridge Union.

What Kirk was doing
drew on some of the finest
traditions of civilized life.
Gathering on a hill to hear
people speak and argue,
like what we saw at Utah
Valley University prior to
the shot ringing out, is as
old as the Pnyx in ancient
Athens.

The university as a bat-
tleground of ideas, with
clashing worldviews vying
for influence, goes back to
the Middle Ages. Founded
in 1231, the University of
Paris quickly became *a
forum where great ques-
tions of theology, soci-
ety, and government were
analyzed and answered,”
writes historian Dan Jones.

More fundamentally,
language and abstract rea-
soning make us distinctly
human; violence, the tool
of brutes, does not. What
are young people on the
right to conclude from the
horror at Utah Valley? Pro-
gressives viewed Kirk as a
“MAGA troll” (as a New
Republic headline put it in
the immediate aftermath
of his shooting), but for
his fans, he was a figure of
hope and inspiration.

It’s also important to
realize that Kirk worked
diligently and effectively
to bring disaffected kids
into mainstream politics.

WE SUPPORT @
IRST RESPONDERS

He pushed back against
anti-semitism and other
poisonous influences. The
far-right envied and hated
him.

It would be natural for
Utah Valley to become the
Right’s equivalent of Kent
State in the 1970s, a shat-
tering experience, and a
radicalizing one.

Charlie Kirk did it the
right way, and now he’s
gone. He espoused the
Christian faith, and what
did it get him? He believed
in open debate, and it left
him defenseless unto his
enemies. He did his ene-
mies the favor of taking
their arguments seriously,
whereas (presumably) one
of them used a bullet to si-
lence him forever.

To quit on persuasion,
though, is the counsel of
despair. Political violence
in a free society is always
wrong. There’s no substi-
tute for convincing our fel-
low citizens, and we should
also assume -- as Kirk did,
even with the odds stacked
heavily against him -- that
they can be convinced by
good arguments made sin-
cerely and passionately.

Kirk’s murder will long
be remembered as a sym-
bol of the irrationality and
hatred of this era, with,
one fears, worse to come.
His life’s work, on the oth-
er hand, is a testament to
how one person can, with
enough pluck and talent,
move the needle of our
politics.

Kirk fought back against
illiberalism, and his sup-
porters -- when the shock
and grief subsides -- should
be equally committed to his
mission.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Sky-High Living Costs Afford It the
est Poverty Label - Again

S o

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Last year’s presidential
election underscored, partic-
ularly to Democrats, that the
costs of living were a major
factor in the outcome.

Inflation had increased
sharply during Joe Biden’s
presidency, and voters’ angst
about rising prices worked
against Vice President Kamala
Harris” campaign to succeed
him in the White House.

Not surprisingly, there-
fore, when the California
Legislature opened its
2025 session, its dominant
Democrats declared that
they would focus on taming
the state’s notoriously high
costs for housing, fuel, util-
ities and other necessities of
modern life.

The session ended last
week and as it did, by hap-
penstance, the Census Bureau
reported that California once
again has the nation’s highest
“supplemental” rate of pov-
erty when its living costs are
included in calculations over
a three-year period.

California’s rate, 17.7%,
means that nearly 7 million
of its residents are impov-
erished, 5 percentage points
higher than the national rate
and tied with Louisiana. The
lowest rate is 6.7% in Maine.

California’s rate is also 2.3
percentage points higher than
it was in the Census Bureau’s
previous three-year calcula-
tion, implying that its living
costs vis-a-vis incomes had

Natins High

increased markedly.

The situation is even
gloomier in a report last
month from the Public
Policy Institute of California
and the Stanford Center on
Poverty and Inequality.

Using methodology sim-
ilar to that of the Census
Bureau, they calculate that
16.9% of Californians were
poverty-stricken in 2023 and
another 17.9% were near-
poor. That translates into
13.2 million Californians
struggling to put roofs over
their heads, food on the
tables, fuel in their cars and
electric power in their appli-
ances and light fixtures.

Los Angeles County,
which has about 25% of
the state’s population, has
the highest poverty rate of
any county, 19.9%. Poverty
in the Central Coast region
is nearly as high at 19.3%,
while Sacramento has the
state’s lowest rate, 13%.

Another data point about
poverty in California is
found in the newly enacted
state budget. It declares that
14.9 million Californians are
enrolled in Medi-Cal, the
state’s health care program
for the poor.

So, one might wonder, did
the Legislature’s 2025 ses-
sion deliver on promises to
reduce the costs of living?

Legislative leaders claim
SOme SuCCess.

“We went big,” Assembly
Speaker Robert Rivas, said
in a summary of the ses-
sion’s work. “We produced
results. We delivered historic
progress — on housing, on
energy, on climate, on health
care, and on human rights.
And that progress is some-
thing every one of us can be
proud of.

“And while our work
is not finished fixing
California’s housing system,

this year marked a turn-
ing point in California’s
housing story,” Rivas con-
tinued. “And today, we also
advanced the most signifi-
cant energy package in years.
We passed measures that will
deliver real relief for fami-
lies on their electricity bills.
We took action to stabi-
lize gas supplies, to prevent
price shocks — while keep-
ing health and environmental
protections in place.”

By easing what had been a
crackdown on gasoline refin-
ers and sanctioning more oil
production, legislators and
Gov. Gavin Newsom say
they are avoiding a gaso-
line supply crisis that could
send costs soaring as the
state shifts to a zero-emis-
sion economy. Two refineries
have already announced clo-
sure plans, and Chevron has
dropped hints that it could
abandon its Richmond
refinery.

By integrating California’s
electric power grid with
those of other Western states,
the elected officials say,
shortages of electric power
will be mitigated.

By reducing impediments
to housing development, they
say, higher levels of construc-
tion will moderate increases
in rents and home prices.

Whether any of these legis-
lative efforts actually lower or
at least stabilize Californians’
living costs won’t be known
for months, or even years.
Meanwhile, California’s high
poverty rate will continue to
be a civic embarrassment.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *
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SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
rmcsd.com.

Sept. 5

8:25 a.m., Sgt. Arino
responded to the area of
Murieta North Parkway at
Alameda for a report of a
possible female transient
wearing a plaid shirt and
black pants.

Upon arrival the subject
in question was gone. The
area was canvassed and

checked clear. Moments
later a bag full of personal
belongings was turned in to
the North Gate.

Upon search of the items
a name was found on a
check issued by Placer
County Jail. At approxi-
mately 8 a.m. Sgt Arino
while on site of a traffic
collision on the Jackson
Highway observed a
female on a bike match-
ing the description heading
into the North community.
Metro 59 and CHP took
over the scene of the traf-
fic collision.

Sgt. Arino then located
the female heading west
on Lago Drive. Sgt Arino
made contact with her,

advising of the complaints
of trespassing. She stated
her husband was in the
black Acura ADX that
pulled through the Lago
inbound gate. Both parties
confirmed they knew each
other and she was picked
up by who she called her
husband.

8:52 a.m., Traffic colli-
sion westbound Highway
16; no injuries, both vehi-
cles out of way of traffic
exchanging info. Both par-
ties declined medical.

8:53 a.m., Shortly after
first collision a second
happened.

White Chevy Colorado
blocking westbound lane
no injuries. Pushed vehicle

to the side to allow traffic
to pass. CHP/Sac Metro en
route.

Sept. 6
10:22 p.m., Golf cart vs.
outside resident lane. Arm
was struck and put back
into place with no damage
or info on the golf cart or
its occupants.

Sept. 12
12:11 a.m., Noise ordi-
nance violation. House
party and excessive noise
past 10 p.m. Citation
issued.

Sept. 14
7:15 p.m., Repots of
multiple dogs off leash at

Stonehouse Park. Upon
arrival, patrol located
multiple dogs off leash.
Contacted dog owners,
advised of leash regula-
tions, requested to leash the
animals. All persons com-
plied with request and
cleared the area.

Sept. 15

12:45 a.m., Report of
juveniles in golf cart cre-
ating a disturbance and
traveling on cart path
past the permitted time.
Searched area, which
was quiet on arrival and
departure.

Sept. 16
5:25 p.m., Report of

speeding at Lake Calero:
pickup truck without doors.

Upon arrival, patrol
located vehicle match-
ing the description at the
Calero levee on the west
side of the lake. Vehicle,
late-"80s/early-"90s Toyota
Tacoma, guest of the South
resident.

Contacted driver,
advised of complaint,
informed of the back roads
speed limit. Guest accom-
panied by the resident.

Sept. 21
10:29 p.m., Black BMW
found at Riverview after
hours. Vehicle departed
after asking over loud-
speaker. *

Wilder Named Interim General Manager at CSD

Continued from page 1

with his comments, the
Ad Hoc Committee now
consists of Merchant and
Director Bill Gere. They
are overseeing four manag-
ers, including Wilder. The
chart shows Wilder super-
vising employees from the
security department, the IT
manager and the interim
district secretary. (See sep-
arate story.)

Wilder was asked to
summarize her previous
responsibilities.

“As the district secretary,
| was tasked with research-
ing multiple aspects of the
district’s history, which has
given me an understand-
ing of the elements that
shaped our community,”
she said. “Through great
partnerships, the residents
have benefited. I look for-
ward to leaving the team of
professionals to service the
community.”

Wilder was also asked to

reflect on her six years with
the district, during which
she has served under four
general managers and the
Board Ad Hoc Committee.

“l have seen many
changes in leadership and
have tried to learn from
the strengths that each of
them has brought to the
position,” she said. “There
has been a common theme
in past leadership to set
RMCSD on a solid footing,
and | plan to continue that
work.”

In a January 2020 inter-
view with the River Valley
Times, Wilder said taking
the temporary job as the
district interim secretary
was “probably the luckiest
thing that ever happened to
me.”

Then-General Manager
Mark Martin brought
Wilder in after long-time
District Secretary Suzanne
Lindenfeld went on medi-
cal leave. When Lindenfeld

later decided to retire, it
created a vacancy and
necessitated the posting of
the job. Wilder aced her
interview.

Martin announced her
appointment as district sec-
retary at the Jan. 15, 2020,
meeting.

“We liked our interim
secretary and found some-
one who looked just like
her,” he joked. “She had
good references and a good
interview. Lots of energy
and lots of ideas.”

Wilder grew up in Grass
Valley and has always
loved the feeling of a small
town.

“It is wonderful to return
to the atmosphere of a
small community, with the
sense of neighborhood that
I have found in Rancho
Murieta,” she said in a
2020 interview.

Wilder graduated
from Sacramento State
University with a degree in

Recreation Administration,
Parks, and Natural
Resource Management.
She went on to work as a
district sales and marketing
manager for the nation’s
top dealer of Hot Spring
Spas, a position she held
for years.

“This gave me a valu-
able education on the
management of people
and resources, marketing
and event coordination, as
we attended home shows
throughout Northern
California and the annual
California State Fair,” she
said.

Wilder later moved to
Boulder City, Nevada,
where she worked as a
research analyst for a pub-
lic financial advisor.

“This position not only
gave me a flavor for the
creation, sale and annual
reporting required in the
issuing of bonds, it also
taught me valuable skills

in extracting vital informa-
tion concerning the entities
requiring the bonds and
accurate projection of rev-
enues required to repay the
bonds,” she said.

After moving back to
California, she became the
executive assistant to the
executive vice president
of sales for a private mort-
gage banker.

“lI was there for seven
years, supporting senior
management, manag-
ing multiple calendars,
correspondence, making
travel arrangements, event
coordination, preparing
documents for executive
briefings and acting as liai-
son for the sales team,” she
said.

Wilder said that all three
positions helped prepare
her for her new role as dis-
trict secretary.

“The one underlying
theme in my employment
career is the wonderful

people | have worked with
and the lasting friendships
I have made,” she said. “I
plan to continue that here
and look forward to many
years working with the
district.”

Wilder lives in
Sacramento with her hus-
band, who was her high
school sweetheart. When
they reconnected 23 years
after graduation, they had
six children between them.

“They are all grown and
out of the house, so we get
to spend our time enjoy-
ing each other’s company,”
she said. “We love all
things Disney and attend-
ing events that allow us to
enjoy our creativity.”

They also make time
for their three dogs:
two Dachshunds and a
Chihuahua mix.

This story is online at
therivervalleytimes.com. %

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-7/73-1111

GALT AUTO SWAP

MEET & CAR SHOW
Saturday, Sept. 27, Galt Mar-

OAK FIREWOOD CREATE YOUR
$330 delivered and stacked.
209-470-4541 PARADISE

ket grounds, 6am-2pm. Tum
those parts into CA$H. Follow
uson |G Sjvautoswapmeets

Home Improvement

oron FB San Joaquin Valley
Auto Swap Meets & Car
Show. Info line 209-513-8651.

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

e ROOF REPAIR

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

Se Habla
Espanol

e NEW ROOFS

CELL 209.810.6233

*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks

Design/ Installation,

«Doors sWindows «Tile Sprinkler System
Flooring «Trim base- | "Sfﬂ u A]l
board «Sheetrock «Dry nsta epairs,
Rot Texture <Painting Tvpes Concrete Work,
<Lighting «Concrete Z
-Sprinkler Repair Fence Installation,
Framing and more! Retaining Walls-

AII_Iphases of home.
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,

Low prices- free iahti
est.Serving Elk Grove, I'e"ds?ape nghtlng,_
Rancho Murieta, Galt, Residential/ commercial
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 5 .

Surrounding Areas American Landscape Design

& Installation. Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

Perez Landscaping

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Junk Removal

Specializing In: e Check Engine

* Oil Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection e Tune-Up

e Safety Inspection e Batteries

¢ Transmission Service *® 30, 60, 90K Service
¢ Brakes ¢ Brake &

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 ¢ 916-685-7796
\ N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.
®)

*
\ Elk Grove Bivd

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

& Conc_r_ete Lic#690968
.Congrtgtrz:];:]néshmg/ MS Hauling
«Landscape installation *Junk Removal BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
and Design *Garage Cleanouts Artificial Turf | Fencing
«Sodding, *Planting sYard Debris Retaining Wall | Concrete
-Irrigatign *Retaining Walls oE-Waste PIaDr:SLnga?'el'rlelerr'll'?iar;lr%?ng
*Yard maintenance. ; ;
Free estimates. Fore more, Memlo.n this ad and 209-251-9387
info. call 916-834-2352 receive 15% off LiC# 1108441
emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214 C§l|| (916)207-5702 VARD CLEANUP &
License # 778034 DECORATIVE ROCK
3DR CONCRETE i N
All your concrete needs. O.ne time CleaHUp prun
Bobcat services, driveway Ing. Also bark, weed
repair. Comm & Res. control, sod, seed, prun-
Lic # 968987 insured i i
(209)570-7304 Yard Sale? mﬁéjﬁggkg; SKAS;EHLS‘
homes, commercial
Garage Sale?  cident
Construction Work J o esdentel
New and repairs. Small Adve rtlse It
jobs OK. CONCRETE & 916-205-9310 or
FOUNDATIONS, sidewalk, I 916- 627-9000
driveways, all kinds. HOUSE In your |0cal
LEVELING, concrete or wood .
floor . FENCING, wood, iron-
work, welding, masonry, efc. CO mm u n Ity YARD CLEANUP
STUCCO, LANDSCAPING, %Od installagﬁn
sod, irrigation, drainage, de- Landscape installation
cor. BOBCAT & BACKHOE neWSpaper Lawnmowing services
EXCAVATION, HAULING Fence repair
trash & rubble. Licensed. Life- Call (916) 773-1111 Call for free er);timate
time warranty. Call Pedro for
good $, (916) 280-4361 916-271-7265

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

R 1T
Shelton ROOFING
Pﬂlnhng, Specializing in

Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Q
. BBB

Since 1975

Free Estimates =Y | Since1ars

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

.
L_“'h‘

% SACRAMENTO VALLEY
~ ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

* NEW ROOF * GUTTER
INSTALL REMOVAL

* TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR

« ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD

* OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL « DOWNSPOUTS
*DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

Services Available

(209) 745-7897

Driver with wheelchair acces- Advertise in

sible van available. Help with

shopping or other activities. your local

Call George at 916-470-7169 3

o e community
newspaper

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019
s We acoept Visa & |
| V5A " Mastercard @

Visit: mpg8.com

call (916) 773-1111
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

PURCHASE * REFINANCE

FIXED RATE LOANS

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan 30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan
RATE APR RATE APR

5000 530 | 5750  5.93"

180 Monthly Payments of S7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
v'No Application Fee v/ No Prepayment Penalty v’ Local Processing and Servicing

% IL DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
por (o e

ELK GROVE « 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. ¢ 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA ¢ 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢ 8973 Grant Line Road « 916-686-0200

Se Habla Espaiiol

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

— LOAN TERMS SUBJECTTO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE o
FDIC www.eldoradosavingsbank.com 800-874-9779 e

NMLSRID 479256

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 1-year 2-year

425 » 405 2 390 =~

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A

2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Need to Advertise?

\Let Lezet help you get the word out

Office: (209) 745.1551

lezet.vidauri@MPGS8.com

| Elk Grove Citizen The Galt Herald RiveVLLEy Tivs
’ x’ Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your £
Insurance NeedS FARMERS

— In Business
Since 1984

INSURANCE

- License #:; 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

DEB BRITTAN TEAM
unlocking » your ¢ dreams

(_/ (/ IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

!Ufrlz(’; / .m(/ /

(916)

932.6693 § fulis

- RANCHO
RanchoMurietaHomes.com {5

- | RiverVALLEY TiMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

mre WX [

MPG)

S

Do You Need
Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial

YA Electric » Hot Water » Pool Heating g “We truly believe Repair * Maintenance * Replacement
(916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830 3 honesty is the
5 best policy.”
— ~AJ & Jen Andrade N N = -
: 3 = Andrade Hea6t|ng & Air Conditioning
jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com License #955437 (916) 747-9882

25 Years Experience

CALL Jessie - RAMER CONCRETE ..
FREE ESTIMATES i

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal

BEST pRICE Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored - Broom Finish
Stump 209-210-0625 Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractorm

References available in your neighborhood sBs

= ] FREE
Gﬂlldll‘l_g LU Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
& Tree Service sl wWwww.cramerconcrete.comz:

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e I[n Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

_ Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll : 3 Oy":;rf’ Caryl Abshire, LNHA
“ Particular Homeowners

) } p e R W AR \www.HonorThyElders.com
Deserve Apex 354-0209 e \ 916 320-3631

We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents
Owned & Operated

=4 “The Low-rate Leader E Peow Face (916)
| BULDINGSUPPLY 455 3057

a

o e for Purchase &

- 5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento
4‘?9/ - Reﬁn ance Loan s"  We have all the hard-to-find sidings
Q- ! e Quality lumber for any size project
Y Bruce Boal i 916 e Competitive pricing
California Home Loans | 417-2001 « Variety of deck materials
RM resident over 20 years! ' \wis# 1070092 e Local Steving family owned & operated

- We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

DISCOUNTS! A Tntionnnsce FuZa gczdfg Dhitten Lifetine

g&. a 746,
% EXPRESSIONS % 7

Mr. *i"“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals

Professional « Safe  Reliable « Fully Insured 685-5078
(916) 487-8655 9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove <
www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade www.autobod yexpress ions.com

@y AMMA
Grow your business here! ELEGTRIG

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED = RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

NO JOB TOO SMALL... ORTOO BIG!

Property Managers: We specialize in serving you promptly & completely

916-354-8870 OR 916-988-3464

Call (209) 745-155] _ SLOUGHHOUSE, CA
Serving the Entire Sacramento Area Since 1992

FREE ESTIMATES - SENIOR DISCOUNTS

1o advertise with us ’roday' LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED » WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

River Valley Times FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group

MPGQ River Valley Times
> () Facebook: @therivervalleytimes
J
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Continued from page 1

Sunshine” — and the kids
sang along just as eagerly.

The children roared
with laughter when Music
Mike teased that the prizes
would be underwear or
socks.

They squealed with
delight as he announced a
“Happy Birthday” song for
an eight-year-old standing
beside him, then surprised
them by jumping into
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer” and “Sweet
Home Alabama.”

Kiwanis sponsors the
event each year as a way
to give back to the commu-
nity. The late Joe Mazzone
first suggested the idea,
and President Joanne
Brandt organized this
year’s program.

The club handed out
child-sized bottles of cold
water and provided bub-
ble solution with wands for
the kids to enjoy during the
show.

Rene and Susan
Mellegers attended their
first Music Mike con-
cert when their oldest
great-grandchild, Autumn
Brandt, was a year old.
This year, at 7, she joined
in the fun with her 4-year-
old sister, Ayla, and her
3-year-old twin brothers,
Harrison and Walker.

“This is a great event for
kids,” Rene Mellegers said.
“I’m also amazed how he
can control all these chil-
dren. I think parents should
learn from him.”

Mike Grmoyes has been
performing as Music Mike
in the greater Sacramento
area for more than 25
years. Grmoyes is avail-
able for birthday parties
and other children’s events
and can be reached at
530-823-2380.

View more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. %

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
IONE, CA

One boy turns scarf play into a pretend pillow for a quick
10-count nap.

ausle Tim,

Year after year, Music Mike keeps Rancho Murieta kids coming back for Bubble blowmg requires serious focus when the goal is to make the biggest one
more. yet.

Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.



