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 Dear Cook County Families,
It is hard to believe we have already turned the calendar to October! The first month 

of school has been full of energy, learning and community, and I am excited to share a few 
highlights from across our PreK-12 community.

At Sawtooth Mountain Elementary, our youngest Vikings are settling into strong 
routines. We kicked off the year with an all school assembly in which we talked about how 
we can promote success for each and respect for all. Niigaanosedaa–Manaaji’didaa Gakina 
Awiya. We are inviting all of our students to lead together and show respect. Their 
enthusiasm is contagious and sets the tone for the whole building.

Our Middle School students have already had the chance to learn beyond the 
classroom walls. Early fall Exploratory Day trips have taken groups into the Boundary 
Waters, up to the end of the Gunflint Trail, and over to Grand Portage. These experiences 
help spark curiosity and connect students more deeply to this unique place we call home.

In High School, students are preparing for the excitement of Homecoming next 
week. Spirit days, pep fests, and after-school competitions all bring our community 
together, but what stands out the most is the leadership our older students are showing. 
From applying for National Honor Society to working with our younger students in the 
building, they’re modeling what it means to be role models both inside and outside the 
classroom.

I also want to share a reminder that we are currently looking to add people to our 
great team. We currently have teacher, para, bus driver and substitute openings that we 
need to hire. All of these roles are vital to our school, and even a part-time commitment 
can make a huge difference. If you or someone else you know may be interested, please 
check out job postings on our school web page (cookcountyschools.org), or reach out to 
the District Office directly.

Thank you to all of the families for helping us get our school year off to a great start. 
I am grateful everyday to serve as the Principal at Cook County Schools, and I look 
forward to all that's ahead this school year.
All the best,
Josh Belanger, 
Principal 
Cook County Schools
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Vikings Vision Referendum: Watch Your Mailbox for Your Ballot!

This fall, Cook County Schools is asking our community to consider a $6.65 million bond referendum 
to support vital improvements in our arts, activities, and outdoor learning facilities. If approved, the 
referendum will unlock a one-time $5 million grant from the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation 
Board (IRRRB), allowing our district to complete $11.65 million in total upgrades—an opportunity that 
may not come again.

As a special election, all voting for this referendum will take place by mail. Registered voters can 
expect a ballot to be mailed to them during the second week of October. Please watch your mailbox, 
vote, and return your ballot as soon as it arrives. If you need a replacement ballot or prefer to vote in 
person, you can do so at the Cook County Courthouse on Election Day, Tuesday, November 4, from 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

What are we voting on? – The referendum’s proposed improvements include modernizing the 
Arrowhead Center for the Arts with new accessible seating, a catwalk, and projection screen; building 
a safe, durable track and turf field for physical education and multiple student sports/activities; 
upgrading our baseball field and outdoor amenities; and enhancing outdoor classrooms and 
nature-focused learning spaces. These changes will help our students perform, compete, and learn 
safely—right here at home.

Learn more at www.vikingsvision.org/vote
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Hey Cook County Schools!
Did you know we have TWO 

Early Dismissal Days this academic school year?
November 3, 2025 

March 9, 2026
● On these days, the school day will end two hours 

early at 1:15 pm
● Buses will be dropping off students approximately 

two hours earlier than normal 
● Students in grades 6-12 will have shortened class 

periods that follow the schedule below:

Period 1 8:05-9:05

5 Minute Passing Time

Period 2 9:10-10:05

5 Minute Passing Time

Period 3 10:10-11:05

5 Minute Passing Time

HS Advisory / MS 
Lunch 11:10-11:40

5 Minute Passing Time

MS Period 3 / HS 
Lunch 11:45-12:15

5 Minute Passing Time

Period 4 12:20-1:15

Early Dismissal Days!
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This month Sawtooth students are learning about color in the art room with Ms. Mila. In 
partnership with Ojibwe class, students have also created a mural of stars that includes 

the phrases "Maamaawi epaaskaakoneseyang! We all shine together!" and 
"Gakina awiiya anang awiyang! Everyone is a star!"

Ask your Sawtooth students if they can say the words for you! If you would like to say, 
"You shine"  to them you could say "Gidepaaskaakonase" (gid-ay-pahs-kaa-ko-nay-say).

Miigwech- Ms. Mila, Ms. Margaret, and Ms. Barras

Ms. Osgood and Mr. 
Chandler’s 3rd grade 

classes studied fungi in 
September
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Sawtooth Student Council is starting off the year strong with three returning 5th 
grade members: Oscar Belanger, Brynn McCormick, and Brennan Sandstrom. These 

5th graders were elected last November and have been honing their leadership skills 
already this school year! These three will be joined by four more 4th or 5th grade 

students in the upcoming November Sawtooth Student Council election. 

Last year, the 5th grade class (current 6th graders) started the tradition of reading 
the pledges to the American flag (read in English) and the Grand Portage flag (read 

in Ojibwe) during Monday morning announcements. This year’s 5th grade class 
wanted to continue that practice and Brynn, Oscar, and Brennan have taken on the 

challenge of learning the Grand Portage pledge and leading the school by saying the 
pledge in the month of September.

Student Council hopes to take on more leadership roles this year. They have voiced 
the desire to have more Grand Portage flags around school, to help lead activities 

again during Kindergarten Round Up, and to have an active role in Sawtooth Student 
Council elections this year. We look forward to making this a great school year!
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Boozhoo gakina awiya! (Hello everyone!)

Amanda Barras indizhinikaaz. (My name is Amanda Barras) This is my 10th year teaching 
at Sawtooth and I am overjoyed to be joining Margaret Noodin as an Ojibwe teacher in 
Sawtooth this year. Ms. Margaret and I teach in all classes Kindergarten and 2nd-5th 
days every four days and preK and 1st grade every other day! It has been so much fun to 
meet and get to know all the students! 

We have been working with school staff and community members to integrate Ojibwe 
Language and Culture into so many great projects! 

● Sawtooth classrooms will soon have the addition of Grand Portage tribal flags, as 
requested by many students and staff! 

●  Look for Ojibwe words in the hallway art mural Art teacher Ms. Mila and her 
students created! 

● The Cathy’s Coffee Cart crew is working with us to find ways to incorporate Ojibwe 
language into their signage and work. 

● 5th graders are creating posters with Ojibwe phrases we hope to hear more at 
school, like “Mino-gigizheb!” (Good morning!) and “Ginibwaakaa!” (You are 
smart!”).

● Recognizing Boarding School Remembrance Day and Treaty Day as a school.
● Collaborating with Native Teaching Aids to create Ojibwe language posters for 

classrooms, the playground, the cafeteria, and Phy Ed classes.
●  Meeting with North House to integrate Ojibwe language, culture, and Grand Portage 

history accurately into programming for 3rd-5th grades.  

Specific topics we are covering with our Sawtooth classes will be shared on social media 
and in a newsletter sent home with students soon. 

Some words you can practice at home with any preK-5th grade students:
Boozhoo (hello), mino-gigizheb (good morning), miigwech (thank you), and 
Waatebagaa-giizis (September). You can find pronunciations of these words and more 
resources on ojibwe.net or on Ojibwe People’s Dictionary at https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu. 

Miigwech! 
Margaret Noodin and Amanda Barras
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Students at Cook County Middle School perused the ELA classroom library during the annual fall 
“book tasting event”. Each table featured a different genre. The middle schoolers are ready to 
take on the challenge of reading 20 books this school year! 

Middle School “Exploratory 
Day” took the 6th graders to 

Sawbill Lake for a day in 
September!
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HOCO DANCE 2025

Spirit Week:

Monday Oct 6: Jersey Day
Tuesday Oct 7: Twin Day

Wednesday Oct 8:  Tropical Day
Thursday Oct 9: Spirit Day 

Friday Oct 10: Pink out 

CCHS Homecoming Week

Oct 6-10, 2025
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Counselor Kelly’s Corner

Every student is “college material.” This core belief is the driving idea behind the Office of Higher 
Education's Direct Admissions program. 

This program notifies graduating high school seniors from participating Minnesota high schools that 
there are multiple partner colleges and universities who are eager to admit them based on their 
academic records and their projected graduation date. This program will allow students to apply 
with confidence, knowing that the "will I get in?" question has already been answered with a "YES!"

Early in the school year, seniors at participating high schools who are on track to graduate in the 
spring will receive personalized acceptance letters from the Minnesota colleges and universities 
participating in the program. A student's acceptance into the college is based on their unweighted 
GPA, courses taken and the colleges general admissions requirements. All participating colleges and 
universities waive application fees as part of the Direct Admissions program. 

Also, October is College Knowledge Month where students can apply to Minnesota postsecondary 
institutions without paying an application fee during the month of October.
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Room 117
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Calendar 
October 2025

Thursday, October 2nd
  Girls Volleyball @ Fond du Lac Ojibwe
Friday, October 3rd
  Boys Football vs. Bigfork, 6pm
Saturday, October 4th
  Cross Country @ Duluth
  Girls Volleyball @ Moose Lake / Willow River
October 6th-10th
  CCHS Homecoming Week
Tuesday, October 7th
  Girls Volleyball @ Two Harbors
Wednesday, October 8th
  Girls Volleyball vs. Barnum, 6:30pm
   Walk to school day
Thursday, October 9th
  Boys Football vs. North Woods
  Cross Country Pincushion invitational
Friday, October 10th
    Homecoming Dance at CCHS, 8:00-10:30pm
Monday, October 13th
   Girls Volleyball vs. Silver Bay, 6:30pm
   Indigenous People’s Day
   Stone Soup Day
Tuesday, October 14th
   Cross Country @ Proctor
   Elementary Special Lunches
   Girls Volleyball  vs. Moose Lake / Willow River
Wednesday, October 15th
   Boys Football @ Littlefork-Big Falls
   Elementary Special Lunches
   Fourth Grade to Chik-Wauk
Saturday, October 18th
   ACT
Thursday, October 16th-Friday, October 17th
  NO SCHOOL-MEA
Monday, October 20th
 NO SCHOOL-Teacher Professional Development
Thursday, October 23rd
  Cross Country @ Sectional Tournament South Ridge
Tuesday, October 28th
   ATV Safety Day 6th Grade
Friday, October 31st
   End of Quarter

Would you like to be more 
involved in your student’s school 
experience? Are you interested 

in being a supporter of teachers?
Join the PTA!

Email pta@isd166.org

The ACT test is 
Saturday, 

October 18th!

Reminder:
There is NO SCHOOL 

October 16-20!
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