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St.), offering participants an evening to unwind with art, coffee and good company. Photo by Idaly Valencia

By Idaly Valencia

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - For Frida’s
House Art Academy founders Juanita
Maribel Méarquez and Claudia de la
Rosa, art is more than color on can-
vas; it’s a way to heal, connect and
celebrate culture.

Through their work, the organi-
zation supports Sacramento-area
students while also giving parents a
space to relax and explore their cre-
ativity through art. Although it does
not yet have a physical location,
Marquez and De la Rosa host their
own events and are often invited to

participate in school and community
gatherings.

Frida’s House recently sold out its
Dia de Muertos-themed “Painting
& Cafecito” event Oct. 10 at Con
Azlcar Café (630 K St.), where
participants enjoyed an evening of
painting, coffee and good company.

Founded just over a year ago,
Frida’s House has grown through
its community paint nights and art
events. Marquez and de la Rosa
lead classes and activities that foster
creativity and inclusion, offering ses-
sions tailored for both children and
adults.

Beyond paint nights, the organiza-
tion hosts exhibitions where students
can showcase their artwork, help-
ing them build confidence and a
sense of belonging. Frida’s House
has also been invited to offer classes
at community events, including the
recent ribbon-cutting ceremony for
Intercare Therapy in Elk Grove,
which provides services for children
with autism.

By day, Marquez works at two
schools within the Sacramento City
Unified School District, assist-
ing students with autism, learning

Continued on Page 2

Beanie Babies Needed for Kindergartners™ Gifts

By Claire Gliddon,
Sacramento Blankets
for Sacramento Kids
Chief Blanket Gatherer

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - Got Beanie Babies?
Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids (SBSK)
is asking for donations of
new or gently used Beanie
Babies for their kindergar-
ten project that takes place
each holiday season.
Every September,
Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids picks as
many low-income elemen-
tary schools as they can
and finds out how many
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New Home
Sales Dip in
September

North State Building
Industry Association
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - As many prospec-
tive homebuyers waited to
see what happened with
mortgage interest rates,
new home sales in the
Sacramento region dipped
in September but remained
above the average num-
ber of sales for the month,
according to the North
State Building Industry
Association.

Association-member
homebuilders reported
selling 430 homes, 5 per-
cent above the average 409
sales during September
dating back to 1997. Sales
were down 13 percent
from August and 19 per-
cent below September
2024. Building Industry
Association President and
CEO Tim Murphy said
that many buyers are hop-
ing that interest rates drop
before pulling the trigger.

“While mortgage rates
have dropped to below
6.5 percent, many poten-
tial buyers are betting that
they will fall even further
in the near future,” Murphy
said. “It is also possible
that buyers are waiting to
see how soon the govern-
ment shutdown is resolved.
Markets like certainty
and homebuyers are no
different.”

Murphy said that many
area builders continue to
offer generous incentives
to help make home buy-
ing more attainable and
there is a wide selection of
styles and locations in the
197 active new home com-
munities from Yuba City to
Galt. And Murphy again
called on area governments
to streamline the permit-
ting process and reduce the
fees that now average more
than $100,000 per home.

“Too often, the permit-
ting process takes years
between when a new
development is proposed
and when construction
actually begins, and along
with high fees and other
costs, builders can’t meet
the demand for housing.
Until this gridlock is bro-
ken, demand will continue
to outstrip supply and
housing costs will remain
challenging,” Murphy said.

In September, Roseville
recorded the most sales
with 98, followed by 75
in Rancho Cordova, 51 in
Sacramento, 50 in Plumas
Lake and 36 in ElIk Grove.
Natomas had 29 sales,
Lincoln 25, Folsom 13,

Kindergartners in a low-income Sacramento County classroom receive blankets and Beanie
Babies as part of Sacramento Blankets for Sacramento Kids’ holiday drive. Photo courtesy of
Claire Gliddon

kindergartners they have. !
Rocklin 11 and El Dorado

Hills 10. *
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Paint Night Honors Art, Culture

Continued from Page 1

disabilities and behavioral challenges. She
collaborates with psychologists, speech
therapists and other specialists to help
students improve communication and
learning skills.

Originally from Mexico, Méarquez stud-
ied art at Baja California University and
moved to Sacramento nine years ago.
Marquez said she never imagined how her
passion for art would one day merge with
her work helping others.

“| wanted to contribute to the local arts
scene through my heritage and culture,”
Marquez said. “Art gives people a healthy
way to express themselves and build good
habits that support mental health.”

That connection between art and cul-
ture was on full display during the Oct.
10 paint night, which celebrated the tra-
ditional Mexican Dia de Muertos holiday.
Dia de Muertos, meaning the Day of the
Dead, in the Mexican culture celebrates
the tradition of honoring and remembering
loved ones who have passed on.

“This holiday represents a small piece
of all our traditions and what better way to
celebrate than through art,” Marquez said.
“It’s about unity and family, and many
participants came with their children.”

With Marquez’s background in special
education and de la Rosa’s experience as
a kindergarten teacher, the two work to
make every class inclusive, ensuring all
children, regardless of ability, feel sup-
ported. Marquez said inclusivity is at the
core of their organization and is deeply
connected to the spirit of art.

For parents, the paint nights provide a
chance to relax and reconnect with their
own creativity. For mothers looking to
paint and unwind, Mérquez said, de la
Rosa often helps watch their children so
they can fully enjoy the experience.

“We’re dealing with parents who may
be stressed,” Marquez said. “Life is dif-
ficult and we don’t always know what
people go through. The least we can do is
offer a smile and help them leave feeling
relaxed and happy.”

Frida’s House hosts events throughout
the area, including Elk Grove and Lodi,
but recently partnered with Con AzUlcar
Café, where more art nights are planned.

Opened earlier this year, Con Azucar
Café replaced the former Starbucks on the
corner of K Street outside the Golden 1
Center. The café is owned by Sacramento

State graduate Alan Jiminez, who said he
hopes the business becomes a welcoming
space for the community.

“l have a lot of love and ties to
Sacramento, which is why | wanted to
open something here and stay local,”
Jiminez said. “Once we opened, my big-
gest goal was to put myself out there and
share the space with the community.”

Jiminez said the café welcomes private
events and community gatherings, not-
ing that it has hosted Sacramento State
student clubs, such as MEChA, and will
soon serve as a venue for local chambers
of commerce.

“We want to keep our doors open to
everyone, not just Hispanics, but any-
one willing to embrace us,” Jiminez said.
“That’s my motivation: to build connec-
tions with people and let that drive our
success.”

While opening the café came with chal-
lenges, Jiminez said, operations have
stabilized, allowing him to focus more on
community partnerships.

“We had lines out the door nonstop.
Now we’ve leveled out to a manageable
flow and we want to continue opening the
space to people like Juanita Maribel to
engage the community,” Jiminez said.

Marquez said helping one another is
a key value in Mexican culture and she
plans to continue partnering with local
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Boys pose with their completed paintings
during the “Painting & Cafecito” event at
Con Azucar Café on Oct. 10. Photo courtesy of
Frida's House Art Academy

businesses such as Con Azucar Café and
organizations to promote cultural repre-
sentation and unity. She shared Jiminez’s
view that these efforts are for everyone,
fostering a sense of togetherness and high-
lighting the community in a positive way.

“For me, it’s important to share our
Latino traditions and represent our com-
munity positively through avenues like

S

A girl shows her completed artwork after
the guided paint session hosted by Juanita
Maribel Marquez and Claudia de la Rosa of
Frida's House Art Academy on Oct. 10. Photo
courtesy of Frida's House Art Academy
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Participants at the Oct. 10 Dia de Muertos-
themed “Painting & Cafecito” event focus on
recreating artwork during a guided painting
session led by Frida's House Art Academy
founder Juanita Maribel Marquez. Photo
courtesy of Frida's House Art Academy

art,” Mérquez said. “Even in a small way,
I can show that we’re here, we’re united
and we achieve great things together.”

Frida’s House Art Academy will host
another Dia de Muertos-themed “Painting
& Cafecito” event at Con Azlcar Café at
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 30. Tickets are $30
per person and can be reserved by calling
916-767-3854.

To learn more about Frida’s House Art
Academy or to check out future events,
visit fridasacademy.org. *
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Voting in California’s 2025 Special Election

How to Make Sure Your Ballot is Secure and Counted

Pictured is California Secretary of State
Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D. Photo courtesy of the
California Secretary of State

By Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D.
California Secretary of State

As voters across the state prepare to make
their voices heard on Prop 50 — argu-
ably one of the most important elections in
California’s history — it’s essential their
ballots are cast with confidence that their
vote will be counted securely and on time.

There has been some misinforma-
tion surrounding ballots leading up to the
Statewide Special Election on Nov. 4, and
voters must understand the safeguards put
in place to protect every ballot.

California ballots are designed with
multiple layers of security. It is against
the law to tamper with a ballot. Whether
a voter chooses to vote by mail, drop off a
ballot at a secure location, or vote in per-
son, rules and regulations ensure ballots
are not tampered with.

How to Vote Securely by Mail

Mail ballots are sent to every registered
voter in the state. Each envelope is care-
fully tracked from the moment it’s issued,
and every ballot returned undergoes signa-
ture verification and inspection. Election
officials check for any irregularities, such
as damage to the envelope, or other signs
it was compromised, before the ballot
envelope is opened. If there’s a red flag,
the voter will be notified and corrective
action taken.

To make sure a mail ballot is counted, it
must be postmarked on or before Election
Day, Nov. 4. In some areas, the U.S. Postal
Service may not postmark mail until the
following day, so it’s recommended to

send ballots early. If mailing on Election
Day, ask a postal employee at your local
post office for a manual postmark to con-
firm it was mailed on time.

Secure Ballot Drop-Off

When returning a ballot in person, use
only official, county-operated locations.
Secure ballot drop boxes are constructed
with tamper-resistant materials, locked,
and anchored in place. Each box is reg-
ularly emptied by trained, bipartisan
election staff following strict chain-of-
custody procedures. Ballots can also be
returned at any vote center, polling place,
or county elections office, where election
workers directly accept and track them
through the county’s system.

\oting Safely at Polling Places

and Voting Centers

\oting in person is another secure and
reliable option for California voters.
Polling places and vote centers are staffed
by trained election workers who follow
strict procedures to verify each voter, issue
the correct ballot, and ensure every vote is
properly recorded.

Ballots cast in person are immediately
placed into secure ballot boxes or scanned
using approved voting equipment that is
tested and certified before every election.

These locations also provide language
assistance, replacement ballots if one was
lost or damaged, and same-day voter reg-
istration when needed.

Still have Questions?

\Voters who have questions about their
ballots or the security of voting should go
to a trusted source such as the Secretary of
State’s office, which offers voter hotlines
in multiple languages including Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Thai, and
more. Another option is to visit your
county elections office. A complete list can
be found at sos.ca.gov/elections.

Additionally, the state provides tools
to check when your ballot is received
and counted, giving voters peace of mind
and reinforcing the transparency of the
process.

By taking the time to plan your vote,
verify your registration, and use official
information sources, you strengthen both
your voice and the integrity of our elections.
Make sure your voice is heard on Nov. 4. *

Beanie Babies Needed for Kindergartners Gifts

Continued from Page 1
\Volunteers then make dou-

2024, Sacramento Blankets

doing it as long as they can

Sacramento Ballet Offers
Bold Visions, Timeless Classics

Sacramento Ballet
News Release

ble-fleece blankets (about
50 inches by 60 inches) for
all the youth, as well as a
fleece pouch with a Beanie
Baby in it to go with each
blanket.

Sacramento Blankets
for Sacramento Kids gives
these blankets and Beanie
Babies to the children right
before Christmas break.
Some of the children live
in their cars or in places
without heat and this is all
they get for Christmas. In

. By Mail

for Sacramento Kids gave
out more than 3,300 blan-
kets and Beanie Babies in
their kindergarten project,
reaching 58 schools.
Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids is a non-
profit organization that
serves children in need
from infants to 18-year-
olds all year long. The
kindergarten project is its
special project each year.
This is the 12th year
running this project and
members hope to continue

get Beanie Babies.

Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids is always
looking for new volunteers
to make blankets all year
round for children in need.

Like to knit, crochet,
sew, quilt, make no-sew
blankets and have run out
of people to make gifts
for?

We’re looking for
you! If you’d like more
information, go to sacblan-
kets4kids.com to sign up.

*

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Sacramento Ballet
highly anticipated 2025-26
season kicks off Oct. 24.

Following the triumph
of the 70th Anniversary
Season, this year prom-
ises an extraordinary mix
of breathtaking artistry,
innovative choreography
and unforgettable perfor-
mances. With the support
of season sponsors Western
Health Advantage and
Dignity Health, the 2025-
26 season invites audiences
to witness the magic of
both beloved classics and
daring new works.

“Our 2024-25 season
was a milestone for us
as we celebrated the leg-
acy of Sacramento Ballet
while embracing bold, new
dance works,” said Board
President Alyssa Paoletti.
“With the 2025-26 season,
we’re continuing to build
on that momentum by
showcasing our dancers’
exceptional talent, reimag-
ining a classic fairytale and
pushing the boundaries
of ballet through collab-
orations with some of
the world’s most exciting
choreographers.”

The season lineup
includes the following
shows: “Connections”
(Oct. 24 to Nov. 2),
“Nutcracker” (Dec. 12
to Dec. 21), “Sleeping
Beauty” (Feb. 13 to Feb.
15) “Visions” (March 20 to
March 22) and Sacramento
Ballet’s annual “Beer &
Ballet” (May 28 to May
31).

“It’s always an honor
to get to create on the
company,” said com-
pany artist Julia Feldman,
who has been a mem-
ber since 2010 and has
choreographed numer-
ous works on Sacramento
Ballet. “I’m incredibly
inspired by the artists in
this company and excited
to make [“Connections”]
a piece that celebrates
their strength, artistry and
complexity.”

Sacramento Ballet’s
beloved holiday tradition
returns with a spectacular
production of “Nutcracker”
from Dec. 12 to Dec. 21,
featuring live music by the
Sacramento Philharmonic
and Opera. This magi-
cal performance is sure to

VOTE EARLY!

AVOID LINES

November 4, 2025, Statewide Special Election

All voters will be mailed a ballot
. Ballots will begin to arrive the week of October 6

You can return your ballot

. At an Official Ballot Drop Box
. At a Vote Center (starting October 25)

Vote Early! Vote by Mail.

You can find a full list of Official Ballot Drop Box and
Vote Center locations in your County Voter

Information Guide or online at
www.elections.saccounty.gov

Sacramento Ballet Company artists Hiyori Ushikubo and
Maxence Devaux will perform in “Connections” from Oct. 24

to Nov. 2. Photo by Tony Nguyen

enchant audiences of all
ages. Sacramento Ballet’s
“Nutcracker” features
the talents of hundreds of
young dancers from across
the capital region. Each
year, these young danc-
ers ensure that Sacramento
Ballet’s “Nutcracker”
maintains a hometown
feel as they dance the roles
of shooting stars, candy
canes, mice, toy soldiers,
party children and more.

The season will cul-
minate with Sacramento
Ballet’s annual “Beer &
Ballet” performance from
May 28 to May 31, where
company artists step into
the role of choreographer,
creating original works on
their follow dancers. This
truly unique experience
offers a rare glimpse into
the creative process while
celebrating collaboration,
artistry and community.
Audience members will
receive a complimentary
drink from Bike Dog
Brewing, adding a festive
touch to this event.

Sacramento Ballet is
more than a performing
arts organization; it is an
engine for growth, con-
nection and vitality in
California’s capital. The
arts generate significant
economic activity, sup-
porting local businesses,
restaurants and hospitality
industries while drawing
visitors from across the
state.

Beyond dollars and

My Voter Portal (MVP)

- Check your registration status
View your political party preference
Update your language preference if other than

English

Ballot

Track your Vote by Mail status
Access your Remote Accessible Vote by Mail

Locate Official Ballot Drop Boxes or Vote

Centers near you

[

View your voting history

Scan the QR code or visit
myvoterportal.saccounty.gov

Visit www.elections.saccounty.gov or call toll-free (800) 762-8019

cents, cultural institutions
such as Sacramento Ballet
increase the quality of life
within their communi-
ties by fostering creativity,
empathy and shared cul-
tural experiences that bring
residents together across
backgrounds. As one of
California’s leading pro-
fessional ballet companies,
Sacramento Ballet proudly
represents the region on
local, national and interna-
tional stages.
Sacramento Ballet’s
mission is to enhance the
human condition through
dance and to make it
accessible to everyone.
As the region's only pro-
fessional dance company,
Sacramento Ballet brings
world-renowned danc-
ers and choreographers
to create groundbreaking
work, while showcasing
California’s vibrant cul-
tural landscape both locally
and internationally.
Founded in 1954,
Sacramento Ballet has
remained a beacon of
artistic excellence, offering
innovative performances,
educational programs
and community outreach.
With support from individ-
ual donors, corporations,
foundations and govern-
ment entities, Sacramento
Ballet continues to inspire
audiences through perfor-
mances and initiatives that
leave a lasting impact on
the region. For more, visit
sachallet.org. *
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Free Mammograms for Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Uninsured and underinsured members of the community are urged to act now

UC Davis Health News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. An esti-
mated one in eight females
will get breast cancer in their
lifetime. Screening is key to
catching breast cancer when it
is most treatable.

The UC Davis Health
Department of Radiology and
UC Davis Comprehensive
Cancer Center are once again
teaming up to provide free
mammograms for uninsured
and underinsured women in
the community. An additional
screening day has been added
to the schedule this year.

The free mammograms
will be offered on Oct. 18,
19, 25 and 26. The screen-
ings, by appointment only,
will take place from 7:15 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the UC Davis
Health Lawrence J. Ellison
Ambulatory Care Center, 4860
Y St., Sacramento.

“Mammograms can show a
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UC Davis Health is offering free mammograms on Oct. 18, Oct. 19, Oct. 25 and Oct. 26 in support of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Health

breast lump before it can be felt
and can also show precancerous
cells or other conditions,” said
UC Davis Health Department
of Radiology Chief Elizabeth
Morris. “Women should get
regular screening mammograms
to detect breast cancer annu-
ally, starting at age 40. Women
younger than 40 who have

risk factors for breast cancer
should ask their doctor if they
should have a mammogram an
how often.”

Who is eligible for the free
screening?

The mammograms are for
females aged 40 to 74 who
have not had a mammo-
gram in the past year and are

not experiencing symptoms.
Women with symptoms such as
a lump, pain, swelling or dis-
charge need a more advanced
diagnostic mammogram.

“In Sacramento County,
only 68 percent of eligible
individuals are up to date on
their breast cancer screening,”
said Marissa Bashore, health

]

education supervisor for UC
Davis Comprehensive Cancer
Center Office of Community
Outreach and Engagement.
“Regular screening mammog-
raphy can help find breast
cancer at an early stage when
treatment is more likely to be
successful. We urge all females
over the age of 40 to get annual
mammograms.”

To make an appointment,
call 916-734-8449 between
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays, Ask to book an
appointment for a free Breast
Cancer Awareness Month
screening mammogram.

Language interpreta-
tion services are available.
Appointments are required and
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Appointments fill
up quickly, so call early.

UC Davis Health has part-
nered with the community
health center, WellSpace
Health, to schedule additional
diagnostic testing or follow-up
care, if necessary. *

State Parks Invites Public to Free

Califormia FFA Foundation

Halloween Tours

Enjoy the Halloween Ball Mystery Tour at Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic Park. Reserve
your free tour now at bit.ly/StanfordMansionHalloween. Photo courtesy of California State Parks 2025

California Department
of Parks and Recreation
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Care
to dance? California State Parks wel-
comes those who dare to Leland Stanford
Mansion State Historic Park (SHP) for the
Halloween Ball Mystery Tour.

Explore frightfully decorated rooms
with dark tales of history and mystery as
you make your way to the Halloween Ball.
Costumes are encouraged. Be sure to check
out photo opportunities out in the court-
yard. Enjoy the mystery from Oct. 24 to
Nov. 1.

Although this is a family-friendly event,
some young visitors might find it a little
too spooky.

Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic
Park is located at 800 N St., Sacramento.
Free tours are available from 1 to 8 p.m
during the Oct. 24 to Nov 1 season. On
Oct. 27 to Oct. 29, daytime tours will only
be available from 1 to 5 p.m.

Tours are free for all visitors but reser-
vations are required. To RSVP, go online
to parks.ca.gov/?page_id=31344.

Leland Stanford Mansion State
Historic Park is an ADA accessible
space. If you have questions or requests
regarding accessibility, contact the park
at (916) 324-9266.

The Leland Stanford Mansion is
a stunning example of the splendor
and elegance of the Victorian era in
California. Originally built in 1856 by

Be prepared to be scared as you visit
frightfully-decorated rooms with dark tales
of history and mystery at the Leland Stanford
Mansion. Courtesy of California State Parks, 2025

Gold Rush merchant Sheldon Fogus,
the mansion was later purchased and
remodeled twice by Leland and Jane
Stanford. Leland Stanford served as
California governor from 1862 to 1863.
The mansion served as the office of three
governors during the turbulent 1860s
for Stanford, Fredrick Low and Henry
Haight.

After a 14-year, $22-million resto-
ration and rehabilitation, the tour of the
19,000-square-foot mansion will also
feature 17-foot ceilings, gilded mirrors
and exquisitely detailed carved mold-
ings, beautifully restored woodwork,
elegant 19th-century crystal and bronze
light fixtures, historic paintings, re-cre-
ated carpeting and draperies based on
photographs from the 1870s to match
the original interior design, original
period furnishings that belonged to the
Stanfords and 19th-century style gardens
outside. *

Names New Board Members

California Future
Farmers of America
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION,
CA (MPG) - The California
Future Farmers of America
Foundation (FFA) has added
two agricultural leaders,
Shannon Douglass and Mel
Machado, to its board of
directors. Their leadership,
experience and commit-
ment to agriculture and youth
development will further
strengthen the foundation’s
mission of supporting the
more than 108,000 Future
Farmers of America mem-
bers throughout California.

Since 2023, Douglass
has led the California Farm
Bureau as president, follow-
ing six years of service on the
board’s executive commit-
tee as the first vice-president.
A Glenn County farmer and
co-founder of CalAgJobs, a
company dedicated to con-
necting agricultural students
and professionals with career
opportunities, Douglass com-
bines industry expertise with
a strong passion for youth
development.

An East Nicolaus Future
Farmers of America Chapter
alumna, Douglass held
numerous leadership roles
as a student, including
chapter president and sec-
tional officer. Today, her
California Farm Bureau lead-
ership centers on supporting
California’s farmers and
ranchers, while her service
on the foundation board will
help cultivate the next gener-
ation of agricultural leaders.

“I'm grateful every day
for what Future Farmers of
America gave me: oppor-
tunities to lead, compete
and grow,” Douglass said.
“Now, as a Future Farmers
of America mom and a

Shannon Douglass, California
Farm Bureau president,
is joining the California
Future Farmers of America
Foundation as a new board

member. Photo courtesy of
California FFA Foundation

foundation board member, |
have the chance to give back
to ensure this program con-
tinues to inspire and prepare
the next generation of farm-
ers, ranchers and agricultural
advocates.”

Machado, the chief agri-
cultural officer at Blue
Diamond Growers, serves
as a strategic partner on all
aspects of agricultural oper-
ations. Machado has spent
more than three decades at
Blue Diamond Growers and
has been actively involved
in the industry and com-
munity. He has served as
a director on the Almond
Board of California and as
a member of the University
of California Integrated
Pest Management Advisory
Council and the Board of
Directors of Opportunity
Stanislaus. Machado is also
an alumnus of Livingston
Future Farmers of America,
earning his State Future
Farmers of America degree.

“l am so proud to serve
as a member of the Future
Farmers of America
Foundation Board of
Directors,” Machado said.
“The Future Farmers of
America provides students
with the best leadership train-
ing and skills development of

Mel Machado, chief agricultural
officer at Blue Diamond

Growers, is joining the
California Future Farmers of
America Foundation as a new
board member. Photo courtesy of
California FFA Foundation

any function in California’s
schools and provides a solid
foundation for California’s
students as they prepare for
their careers.”

Douglass and Machado
will help guide the California
Future Farmers of America
Foundation and ensure its
resources are invested in pre-
paring the next generation of
agricultural leaders.

“The California Future
Farmers of America
Foundation is honored to
welcome Mel Machado
and Shannon Douglass as
our newest directors,” said
Emily Rooney, California
Future Farmers of America
Foundation chair. “Their pro-
fessional expertise and deep
commitment to our mission
and the agriculture indus-
try will be invaluable as we
advance the foundation’s
work and expand its impact.
Their involvement strength-
ens our collective ability to
serve and support all facets
of agricultural education.”

The new members join 25
business and industry rep-
resentatives, nine education
and program oversight repre-
sentatives and staff members
who represent the California
Future Farmers of America
Foundation board. *

Property Tax Postponement Program Filing Period Announced

California State Controller’s
Office News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- State Controller Malia M.
Cohen announced that appli-
cations for property tax
postponement are now being
processed.

California’s Property Tax
Postponement (PTP) Program,
administered by controller
Cohen, allows eligible home-
owners who are seniors, blind
or have a disability to postpone
payment of property taxes on
their primary residence.

In the 2024-25 tax year,
California homeowners were
able to postpone more than $6.8
million in residential property
taxes. Over the last few years,
eligibility for tax deferment has
been expanded several times
by the addition of manufac-
tured homes and adjustments
to the income limit. This year,
the household income limit
has been raised to $55,181,
reaching more seniors and
Californians with disabilities.
Household income for this
Property Tax Postponement
cycle will be based on 2024

household income.

“For many seniors and
Californians with disabilities,
keeping up with rising housing
costs can be overwhelming,”
Cohen said. “The Property Tax
Postponement Program pro-
vides real relief, helping people
stay in their homes, maintain
stability and preserve the com-
munities they’ve helped build.
By expanding eligibility, we’re
ensuring that more Californians
can access the support they
need to live with dignity and
peace of mind.”

Property Tax Postponement

funding is limited. Applications
will be processed in the order
they are received, starting from
Oct. 1. The final filing deadline
for the current tax year is Feb.
10, 2026. Participants must
reapply each year and demon-
strate they continue to meet
eligibility requirements. When
an applicant is approved, a
lien will be placed on the real
property or a security agree-
ment will be filed with the
Department of Housing and
Community Development for
a manufactured home, until the
account is paid in full.

Applications and additional
program details can be found
online, by calling 800-952-5661
or email at postponement@sco.
ca.gov.

Property owners affected
by California fires or other
California disasters might
be eligible for another tax
relief program that allows for
reappraisal of damaged or
destroyed property. For more
information on this program,
visit the California Board of
Equalization’s disaster relief
website at boe.ca.gov/prop-
taxes/disaster-relief.htm. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

Well Kings fans, the preseason is behind
us, and there is one difference between last
year’s results and this year. Thanks to a
stirring 117-116 win over the Los Angeles
Lakers Friday night the Kings will enter
the regular season on a winning note.

Fans will remember that one year ago
with Mike Brown at the helm, the Kings
ran through the preseason without a sin-
gle win and finished the first 20 games of
the regular season with a sorry win/loss
record. That tepid beginning would be a
catalyst that would eventually lead to the
dismissal of coach Brown and bring on
Doug Christie as the interim head coach.

Now one win certainly doesn’t portend
a definite turnaround, but winning never
hurts, and what came out of the win over
L.A. was very telling.

After a less than stellar beginning
for newly acquired point guard Dennis
Schroder, the much-traveled guard broke
out of a scoring slump with a rousing 25
points to lead all scorers on the Kings team.
Moreover, Schroder looked like the veteran
NBA point guard he is, and was impressive
the way he managed the game and distrib-
uted the ball.

Certainly, it’s a huge relief for Doug
Christie in light of loosing forward Keegan
Murray for probably the next 6 weeks, and
Domantas Sabonis pulling a hamstring that
will limit his action entering the upcoming
season.

Fortunately, the injury to Sabonis does
not appear to be severe, so there is opti-
mism that he will be back sooner rather
than later.

The prevailing question going into the
Laker game was who will fill the vacated
minutes of Keegan Murray, and can the
Kings find any kind of a flow as it relates
to their offensive schemes? Although the
Kings competed from start to finish, that
question wasn’t completely answered in the
one-point win over the hometown Lakers,
but we at least got a glimpse of what might
be going through the coaches mind.

Isaac Jones finally got some quality min-
utes logging 23, and played solidly with
10 points, 3 rebounds, and 2 assists off the
bench.

Dario Saric added 10 points of his own

SHCRAMENTO

KINGS
\/”

and while not sterling, was solid on both
ends of the floor.

Keon Ellis returned to form with a stir-
ring 20 points in 26 minutes of action, and
it appears likely that these 3 players will be
called upon to fill in for the largest portion
of minutes replacing Keegan Murray.

The key question is whether Doug
Chrisitie can turn the injury to Keegan
Murray into something positive, and that
would be using these minutes wisely to
bring on players that have the most to give.

I continue to be an advocate of Isaac
Jones, largely because he has never been
given enough court time to see his full rep-
ertoire, and given his size and length, Isaac
is difficult for opposing teams to guard
around the rim. He is particularly adept at
finishing lobs and has a soft touch in the
low post.

Dario Saric has been around longer, and 1
think the Kings know what they can expect
from him, but let’s use this time wisely to
find out who else we have that can be a
key contributor.

Another bright spot was the play of 2nd
round draft choice Max Raynauld, who
added 9 points and 2 boards in only 16
minutes, and is appearing to be more and
more comfortable with every game.

Not be overlooked is the stellar play of
Nique Clifford who has become the bastion
of consistency. Nique played 33 minutes
giving the Kings a much needed 13 points,
5 boards, and 7 big assists. Clifford has
played the preseason as a standout on both
ends of the floor and is giving everyone
notice that this rookie is NBA ready.

Can Kings fans get excited with only one
win to show for their preseason endeavors?
You bet they can!

Friday night’s game was a win over a
quality team led by svelte Luca Doncic,
and it was accomplished with Sabonis,
Murray, and Malik Monk on the sidelines!

Don’t underestimate the contribu-
tion that this future hall-of-famer, Russell
Westbrook, has to offer, and if he can fit in
with his new teammates, Westbrook could
be the unforeseen x-factor that the Kings so
badly need.

All the best!

Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-

and 6 rebounds. Dario played 25 minutes

riskingsfan@gmail.com. *

Social Security Matters

How Do I Navigate the
Social Security Maze?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: | am a
woman, turning 65 this
October (2025). It seems
that deciding when to
claim Social Security
is complicated. | would
like more informa-
tion to navigate through
this maze. Thank you.
Signed: Ready to Claim

Dear Ready: Deciding
when to claim Social
Security can be challeng-
ing, but we hope to make
it a bit easier for you. You
can, of course, call us at
any time to speak to one
of our certified Social
Security Advisors, but
I’1l share some pertinent
information here as well.

Be aware that at age 65,
you have not yet reached
your Social Security (SS)
full retirement age (FRA).
Born in1960, your FRA is
age 67, and that is when
you can get 100% of the
SS benefit you’ve earned
from a lifetime of work-
ing. If you claim SS at age
65, your monthly amount
will be reduced by about
13.3% from your age 67
entitlement (a permanent
reduction). If you wait a
bit more and claim at age
66 the reduction would be
about 6.7%. To get 100%

of your “primary insur-
ance amount” you should
wait until age 67 to claim.
Note you can also wait
longer than your FRA and
earn Delayed Retirement
Credits up to age 70,
when your monthly
amount would be about
24% more than your FRA
entitlement.

If you are still work-
ing, at age 65 you will
also be subject to Social
Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET)
which limits how much
you can earn when col-
lecting SS benefits before
your full retirement age.
The earnings limit for
2025 is $23,400 (changes
annually) and if you earn
more than that, SS will
take away $1 in bene-
fits for every $2 you are
over the limit. There is
also a special rule for the
first calendar year you
are collecting early ben-
efits, which will result in
you not getting benefits
for any month your work
earnings are more than
$1950 after your early
benefits start. So, if you
claim SS at age 65 and
continue to work, you
won’t get any SS bene-
fits in any 2025 month
thereafter that you earn
more than the monthly
limit (unless your total
annual; 2025 earnings
are less than the annual
limit). FYI, the earnings
limit no longer applies
once you attain your full
retirement age.

In the end, deciding
when you should claim
Social Security should
consider your need for

Social Security money,
your life expectancy,
your plans for working,
and your marital status. If
you are (or were) married,
you might be eligible for
a spousal (or ex-spouse)
benefit. You may also
want to peruse the Social
Security Q&A section
at our website www.
SocialSecurityReport.org.
So, as you have already
discerned, deciding when
to claim Social Security
can be confusing, but we
are always here to assist
you as needed. You can
either call us directly at
1.888.750.2622 or email
your specific Social
Security questions to us
at SSAdvisor@amac-
foundation.org. In either
case, we will be most
happy to help you decide
when to claim, based on
your unique personal
circumstances.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. *

Still No Progress After Newsom's
Housing Pledge

> d

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Eight years ago, as he
began his campaign for
governor, Gavin Newsom
described fixing the state’s
chronic housing shortage as a
moral imperative.

“This is a question of who
we are,” Newsom wrote in
2017. “Housing is a funda-
mental human need — let’s
not forget the human face
behind the dire statistics.

“Housing instability can
cause genuine mental and
physical adversity,” he
added, “and lead to insuffer-
able decisions: no one should
have to choose between pay-
ing rent or buying groceries.
Knowing that too many
Californians face this kind of
anxiety breaks my heart.”

Newsom pledged that as
governor he would lead the
effort to develop 3.5 million
new housing units by 2025,
“because our solutions must
be as bold as the problem
is big.

“I realize building 3.5 mil-
lion new housing units is an
audacious goal,” Newsom
continued, “but it’s achiev-
able. There is no silver bullet
to solve this crisis. We need
to attack the problem on mul-
tiple fronts by generating
more funding for affordable
housing, implementing reg-
ulatory reform and creating
new financial incentives
for local jurisdictions that
produce housing while penal-
izing those that fall short.”

The 3.5 million-unit goal

was never anywhere near
realistic. It would have
required increasing construc-
tion from about 100,000 units
a year when he made the
pledge to more than 400,000,
doubling peak production in
this century.

That said, Newsom has
over the almost seven years
of his governorship, pretty
much, done what he said
he’d do to increase housing.
He has signed multiple bills
meant to speed up housing
permits by eliminating state
and local legal impediments,
capped by two major mea-
sures this year.

Newsom signed Assembly
Bill 130, which makes it
more difficult to use the
California Environmental
Quality Act as a tool to block
housing projects, and Senate
Bill 79, which overrides local
government land use author-
ity to authorize multi-family,
multi-story housing projects
near transit stops.

Meanwhile Newsom’s
Department of Housing and
Community Development
has set statewide goals of
180,000 new units a year
and 2.5 million units over
eight years. It also imposed
ambitious quotas on local
governments to designate
land for residential devel-
opment and cracked down
on communities that impede
multi-family projects for
low- and moderate-income
families.

The latter effort responds
to the most acute aspect of
California’s shortage —
housing the nearly 35% of
Californians who are living
in poverty or near-poverty,
mostly due to housing costs
that are among the nation’s
highest.

With the enactment of AB
130 and SB 79, the loom-
ing conclusion of Newsom’s
agovernorship and the

likelihood that he will run
for president, it’s time to
appraise results.

Has the production of
housing in California sub-
stantially increased?
Unfortunately, no.

At the time Newsom made
his pledge, about 100,000
units were being built each
year, with the net increase
substantially lower due to
losses by fire or destruc-
tion. Eight years later, it’s
virtually unchanged, no
matter which authority
one consults.

The Census Bureau
reports that between 2019,
when Newsom took office,
and 2024 new housing per-
mits in California ranged
from a high of 120,780
units in 2022 to a low of
101,546 last year. Newsom’s
own budget agrees with the
Census Bureau’s data for
the same period and projects
future construction through
2028 at 100,000 to 104,000
units a year.

Clearly, even though
systemic barriers to hous-
ing construction have been
eased, many developers have
been unable to see hous-
ing in California as a good
investment. The COVID-19
pandemic, which had mas-
sive economic impacts, and
increases in interest rates to
battle inflation also have had
an effect.

Housing is far more com-
plicated than Newsom
depicted it when he made
his promises. He gets a
‘B’ for effort — and an ‘F’
for results.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demoaraphic trends. *

COLUMN

The “ceasefire now”
crowd finally got its
ceasefire, although not the
way it hoped.

Israel and Hamas have
agreed to stop the fighting
in Gaza, while the terror
group will release all Is-
raeli hostages in exchange
for Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel.

There’s always a chance
the agreement falls apart.
Still, it isn’t creating jubi-
lation from all the people
who have been braying
for Israel to end the war.
There are two reasons
-- one is that the deal is
favorable for Israel, and
the other is that the deal’s
architect is a president of
the United States whom,
the fiercest advocates of a
ceasefire hate.

If it holds, the agree-
ment is the biggest victo-
ry yet for Donald Trump’s
hyperactive, transactional
diplomacy.

A lifetime of maneu-
vering for advantage in
the real estate and media
worlds in New York City
-- searching for and using
every ounce of leverage --
was better preparation for
high-level international
diplomacy than if Trump
had spent a lifetime on the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.

Whereas ““international
opinion” believed we had
to isolate and cut off Isra-
el, Trump armed the Jew-
ish state, bombed Iran and
squeezed Qatar to bring
Hamas to heel -- and it
worked. The deal is a trib-
ute to avoiding the well-
worn ruts of Middle East
diplomacy.

The Gonzo Brilliance
of Trump’s Gaza Diplomacy

As for Israel, it need-
ed to find a way out of a
conflict that had become
a PR disaster. Getting
the hostages back is an
important national goal,
even if the exchange is
lopsided (these swaps al-
ways are). Meanwhile,
Israel will pull back to
an agreed-upon line, but
still hold an estimated
53% of Gaza as a secu-
rity buffer. Even if things
eventually go south again,
Israel has bought time by
decimating Hamas and
significantly diminishing
the threats from Iran and
Hezbollah.

It is certainly true that
Phase 2 of the deal, which
is supposed to disarm
Hamas and establish a
technocratic  Palestinian
government in Gaza, will
be much more difficult to
pull off. If it were to come
to fruition, though, it
would be transformative
for Israel’s security and
for the lives of Gazans.

There will presumably
be no speeches at Holly-
wood awards ceremonies
crediting Trump for his
peace-making.  Among
other things, there’s too
much cognitive disso-
nance in saying, “I think
President Trump is a
dangerous fascist -- but
appreciate how bound
and determined he is
to end conflicts around
the world.”

Trump is a gonzo ver-
sion of standard U.S. for-
eign policy. All American
presidents want to make
peace in the Middle East,
and all want, whether
they say it or not, to win
the Nobel Peace Prize.
What’s different about
Trump is his methods,
and his openness about

seeking a call from the
Nobel committee.

A hallmark of his pol-
icymaking at its best is
an unwillingness to take
“no” for an answer, an
unremitting sense of ur-
gency and a creativity that
is considered unrealistic
or reckless by conven-
tional metrics. We saw it
during his first term with
his success in securing the
border, with the historic
achievement of Operation
Warp Speed and with the
Abraham Accords.

“The reasonable man
adapts himself to the
world,” George Bernard
Shaw maintained, “the un-
reasonable one persists in
trying to adapt the world
to himself. Therefore, all
progress depends on the
unreasonable man.”

In this sense, Trump is
usefully  unreasonable.
Everyone around the
world needs to be a little
afraid of him, while he is
willing to talk to anyone
or consider anything. His
optimism can be mis-
placed (the Ukraine war
was a tougher nut than he
thought) and his highly
personalized diplomacy
can misfire (he got un-
necessarily crosswise
with Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi), but
he can also prove all his
doubters wrong.

The Washington cliche
is that there is no limit
to the good you can do if
you don’t care who gets
the credit. Trump shows,
to the contrary, that some-
times there is no limit to
the good you can do if
you want all the credit.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Expanding Trail Network

;

Supports Cleaner, Safer Travel

Shared-use path projects are helping to expand the city’s network of connected, low-stress
routes that make it easier for residents to travel without a car. Photo courtesy of the City of
Sacramento

City of Sacramento
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The Sacramento City
Council on Oct. 14
received an update on
the city’s shared-use path
network, the expanding
system of paved, off-street
routes for people walking,
bicycling and scootering
throughout Sacramento.

The Department of
Public Works shared
progress on planned and
ongoing shared-use path
projects that are helping
expand the City’s network
of connected, low-stress
routes that make it easier
for residents to travel with-
out a car.

“The city’s investment
in shared-use paths sup-
ports our commitment to
building a healthier, more
connected Sacramento,”
said Jennifer Donlon
Wyant, the city’s Mobility
and Sustainability Division
manager. “These projects
make it easier for people
of all ages and abilities to

get where they need to go
— whether that’s school,
work or recreation — while
helping us meet our cli-
mate goals.”

Sacramento currently
manages about 88 miles of
existing shared-use paths
and has identified an addi-
tional 113 miles for future
development. The net-
work is prioritized through
the city’s Transportation
Priorities Plan, which
focuses on improving air
quality, access, health and
equity while maintaining
infrastructure as it grows.

City staff shared that
work continues on the
Two Rivers Trail and
the Sacramento River
Parkway, two major
projects that will eventu-
ally link neighborhoods
along the American and
Sacramento rivers. When
complete, the trails will
provide new connections
to parks, schools, jobs and
other destinations across
the city.

Each new mile of
shared-use path adds

approximately $31,000 per
year in maintenance costs
for pavement, landscaping
and park ranger support: a
challenge as the network
expands and the city con-
tinues to seek ongoing
funding.

Shared-use paths align
with Sacramento’s 2040
General Plan and Streets
for People Plan, which
prioritize safety, sustain-
ability and equitable access
to transportation options.
Transportation accounts
for more than half of the
city’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and expanding the
network of off-street, low-
stress paths helps reduce
emissions while promoting
health and local economic
activity.

City officials said
shared-use paths aren’t
just about transportation
but also creating great
places. Walking and bik-
ing on these paths adds
to Sacramento’s sense of
community and helps to
make it a more connected,
enjoyable place to live. %

Sacramento

SEASON 30
FALL 2025

Stained Glass Concert

October25 | 7:30pm

Fremont Presbyterian Church: 5770 Carlson Dr, Sacramento, CA

VIVALDI
Gloria

MOZART
Regina Coeli

JAMES WHITBOURN
Requiem Canticorum
and Lux in Tenebris

Chris Mackey
Baritone

Rachael Davis
Soprano

Sarah Sy
Soprano

Donald Kendrick, Conductor
Dr. Ryan Enright, Organist
Russell Veirs, Concert Saxophonist

For more information & tickets: sacramentochoral.org
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Saturday, December13 | 3:00pm
Memorial Auditorium

SAFE CU PAC Box Office 916-808-5181

SAVE THE DATE

PRICING VARIES
DEPENDING ON
THE NUMBER OF

YOUR EVENT

IS FEATURED.

WEBSITES WHERE

APPEARS, LENGTH
OF TIME YOUR EVENT

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.

EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!

STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

QUICK, EASY,
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.EASTSACRAMENTONEWS.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE

FULL LANDING PAGE
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT

INFORMATION!
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MPG

Messenger Publishing Group

Are You
Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss
of their spouse.

Beowe Categories.  Most Recent Articles
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Finding yourself single after years of being
in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice

* Money & Finances

* Health

* Fashion & Beauty

* Consumer News

* Food & Recipes

* Travel

* Lifestyle

* Parenting

one of your favorites. We publish many articles
to help you along your new journey.

Visit SingleAgain.com today,
get back out there and have
some fun!

SingleAgain.com
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SacRT Launches Transit Connect

Sacramento Regional
Transit News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
Regional Transit District
(SacRT) recently launched
the Transit Connect app,
a new regional fare pay-
ment system that gives
riders a faster, easier and
more flexible way to pay
for transit.

Riders can purchase and
activate tickets anytime,
using their smartphone’s

Transit Connect app, elim-
inating the need for cash,
paper tickets and ticket
machines.

Transit Connect’s first
phase launches with
SacRT’s full-fare mobile
ticketing only. Discount
fare options and Yolobus
fare products are sched-
uled to be added in early
November. This first
phase introduces mobile
ticketing, along with rid-
er-friendly features such
as stored value wallet to

load funds directly in the
app and group ticketing to
purchase multiple fares at
once.

Future upgrades will
expand the Transit Connect
app to include additional
transit partner integrations
and add exciting new fea-
tures, such as scan-to-pay
for faster boarding, fare
capping so you don’t pay
more than the daily max
and the ability to load cash
at fare vending machines
and convenience stores.

“SacRT is proud to
launch the Transit Connect
app, which will make it
easier than ever for peo-
ple to travel throughout the
Sacramento region,” said
SacRT General Manager/
CEO Henry Li. “Our rid-
ers deserve a seamless,
modern experience that
makes it easier to connect
to the entire region, and the
Transit Connect app pro-
vides exactly that.”

Powered by Masabi, a
global leader in mobile

fare payment solutions,
the Transit Connect app
lays the groundwork for a
seamless and unified tran-
sit payment system for the
Sacramento region.

“Mobile ticketing is
transforming public tran-
sit worldwide by putting
convenience and simplic-
ity first,” said Masabi CEO
Brian Zanghi.

“We’re excited to part-
ner with SacRT to deliver
Transit Connect, help-
ing riders across the

Sacramento region access
a modern and connected
experience.”

To use the Transit
Connect app, riders show
their activated ticket to
a bus operator or fare
inspector.

For riders currently using
Connect Card (including
state workers), full integra-
tion is expected as part of
phase two in 2026.

The Transit Connect
app is available for down-
load in the App Store and

Google Play.
For more, visit sacrt.
com/transitconnect. *

ABOUT TOWN

Area Museum
Experiences

A sampling of must-see
and must-do experiences
and special activations
offered by local museums
include the following:

California Museum
— “Revolutionary Grain:
Celebrating the Spirit
of the Black Panthers
in Portraits and Stories,
through Dec. 14. This
temporary exhibition
features striking con-
temporary portraits and
deeply personal stories
of former members of the
Black Panther Party.

The exhibit portrays
former Panthers as law-
yers, social workers,
teachers, and political
activists who continue to

make a difference in their
communities.

“Recuerdos llustrados:
Dia de los Muertos 2025”
(“Hlustrated Memories:
Day of the Dead 2025”)
features contempo-
rary altars and artwork
by artists from Southern
California and the Central
Valley.

The annual exhibit
explores the Mexican cul-
tural tradition of honoring
deceased loved ones each
year Nov. 1-2 by creat-
ing sugar skulls, altars of
the dead) and offerings,
which has evolved from
the Aztecs to modern day
Mexico and California.

This year’s exhibit
features the work of print-
making artists Stephanie

Mercado, Daniel Villa,
and Alvaro D. Marquez,
whose altars will be cen-
tered around the topic of
immigration. Details at
californiamuseum.org.

California Automobile
Museum — Freewheelers
Car Club hosts a car
show full of vintage lux-
ury from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 11.

The show will benefit
the museum, helping to
raise money for new plac-
ards that will expand the
history and knowledge
shared for 130+ classic
cars.

Car registrations are
$40 each, $50 on the day
of. Spectators are free!
Details at calautomuseum.
org.

California State
Railroad Museum- The
Chinese Railroad Workers’
Experience offers visitors a
view of the Chinese work-
ers who built the western
portion of the nation’s first
Transcontinental Railroad.
Marginalized by history,
the Chinese workers were
more than a nameless
group of laborers.

Details at californiarail-
road.museum.

Sacramento History
Museum — Come play
our brand new SacTown
History Quest! Set in
the four corners of the
city, come find out about
the best hidden gems of
Sacramento!

The city is your game
board, take your time to

find out about these spots
and discover areas you
never think about! Gears
provided & prizes at the
end!

Drive the quest with
your team up to 6 people
and unscramble the final
puzzle! Saturdays, Nov. 8,
Nov. 22. Details at sachis-
torymuseum.org.

Sacramento Fine
Arts Center - “Bold
Expressions,” Sept.

30-Oct. 25. Hosted by
Northern California Arts
Inc., this international
exhibit features a wide
range of media and artists.
This art makes a state-
ment every year.

Our galleries are free
and open to the public.
Details at sacfinearts.org.

Elks Lodge 6
Calendar of Events
Elks Lodge 6 Sunday
Breakfast, 8:30 am-11
am; $15 tax included.
Yoga, Monday 12 p.m.,
Wednesday 3:30 p.m.
Lodge members free.

Karaoke Nights,
Thursdays and Saturdays,
7 p.m.

Martial Arts, Monday 5
p.m.

Pickleball, Monday,

Wednesday, 9 a.m.-12
p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30
p.m.; Sunday, 4-7 p.m.
Wednesday Night
Dinner, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
See elks6.net for weekly
menu. *

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

SMOOT LAN SCAP ING

~ % < Drought tolerant
landscape

* Low voltage lighting
* Garden renovations
« Concrete and stone

« Consultations
¢ available

916, 454300

www.SmootLandscaping.com « Contractor License #633224

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

(916) 213-3740

Neil Mclntire — C.S.L.# 394307

MLEGAL ADS FOR SABIIMIEHTII COUNTY?

) Il
Callt place your

legal advertising 916 713 ""

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Group

Fall Yard Clean-up Specials!

+ HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
+RAIN GUTTER CLEANING Call LESTER
(916) 838-1247

* CONCRETE REMOVAL
* HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
Lic#128758/Ref
Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! ,&m‘
Hard work—not a problem! T

* PRESSURE WASHING
SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

LYTLE <

P

CONSTRUCTION INC. | °|

Remodeling and Design
LIC# 480492

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

www.lytleconstruction.com e

* Additions

* Kitchens

* Bathrooms

* Custom Cabinetry

o Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

NARI

Prime Quality Maintenance

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

916-456-7777

rooneysplumbingco.com

* GUTTER CLEANING

* Window Cleaning
(inside/out/screens washed)

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured  [Ldl

* Pressure Washing
(all surface areas)

+ Junk Removal/Hauling
* Landscape Maintenance

License #683668

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING

Revive Restore Refinish
Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl

New Installation & Repairs | Sand & Finish
Family Tradition Since 1957 | = Repairs =
Lic. #794448 - New Installations
= Recoating

& PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
: line under your
- existing driveway!
SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

ydig.com

N W eire#illinithe)#2{businesS G—G—__

sacramentohardwood.com

1.800.725.3320 916.342.6596

Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells
Grab Bar Instalations - Secutity Doors - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry Electrical - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation
Fix leaks of all types
Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

nososToosmacLr  Call Eric (916) 470-3488

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Visit our
website for
more newsl!

Call (216) 773-1111

to advertise with us today!

@ Messenger Publishing Group

East Sacramento News

Serving East Sacramento and Sacramento County
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Sacramento Continues Progress on
Al Fresco Outdoor Dining Initiative

City of Sacramento
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento’s Al Fresco
Dining Program con-
tinues to evolve as city
staff recently provided an
update to the city coun-
cil on how the initiative
is strengthening small
businesses, improving
streetscapes and activat-
ing public space across the
city.

Originally launched
in 2020 to help restau-
rants stay open during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
program has since become
a long-term strategy to
promote local business
vitality, take advantage of
Sacramento’s favorable
climate and create more
lively, walkable corridors.

The program, made per-
manent by the city council
in 2022, allows restaurants
to build or expand outdoor

X%

The Al Fresco Dining Program has since become a long-term strategy to promote local
business vitality, take advantage of Sacramento’s favorable climate and create more lively,
walkable corridors. Photo courtesy of City of Sacramento

in parking spaces and on
private property using
pre-approved design tem-
plates and a streamlined
permitting process.

These designs include

mid-range and premium
patio layouts, all meeting
city standards for safety,
accessibility and aesthetics.

“We’ve worked side by
side with business own-

neighborhood groups to
ensure that Al Fresco is not
only vibrant and inviting,
but also safe, accessible
and sustainable,” said Staci
Kranitz, parking manager

Public Works.

Since the permanent pro-
gram’s adoption, 16 Al
Fresco patios have been
constructed and another
five are under construction.
An additional 21 applica-
tions are currently under
review.

In total, more than 150
outdoor sidewalk cafés
operate within the public
right-of-way throughout
the central city. Those
numbers include legacy
patios that were established
before the formal Al Fresco
program.

City staff are working to
identify and inventory out-
door dining areas across all
neighborhoods to ensure
consistent design stan-
dards, safety and long-term
maintenance citywide.

city offered grants of up
to $20,000 for eligible
expenses such as design,
construction and permit-
ting. Between January and
September 2023, the city
received 87 applications
and awarded $365,000 in
grants.

The funding helped to
create 11 patios in the pub-
lic right-of-way, nine on
private lots and assisted at
least 10 restaurants in con-
verting temporary patios
into permanent ones.

Moving forward, staff
will continue outreach
and technical support for
businesses, conduct an
inventory of older out-
door patios to bring them
into compliance with
new design standards and
increase public awareness

dining areas on sidewalks, options

for

simple, ers, design consultants and

with the Department of

To support local ofavailable resources.
restaurants in creat- The city also plans to
ing new outdoor dining measure community and
spaces and transitioning business impacts and
temporary setups into per- adjust design guidelines as
manent installations, the needed. *

Judge Dismisses Indictment Against UC Davis Egghead Vandals

Yolo County District Attorney
News Release

YOLO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Judge Sonia
Cortés of the Yolo County Superior Court
dismissed a grand jury indictment against
defendants Nathan Orr, (32), Lysandra
Dasilva (32) and Cheyenne Xiong (22), all
from Davis, on Oct. 14.

The indictment alleged that on May 24,
2024, conspirators Orr, Dasilva and Xiong
spray painted University of California,
Davis’ famed Egghead statues, as well as
many other buildings and signs, as part of
a coordinated vandalism attack across the
campus.

The vandals’ messages criticized the
Israel-Palestine conflict and UC Davis

leadership.

UC Davis Police Department offi-
cers captured Dasilva and Xiong fleeing
the scene of the crime, according to the
District Attorney’s office, and the crimes
resulted in more than $4,200 in damages.
UC Davis police forwarded the case to the
District Attorney’s Office and requested
formal charges.

On July 19, 2024, a criminal Grand
Jury of Yolo County citizens indicted
Orr, Dasilva and Xiong on charges of fel-
ony vandalism and felony conspiracy;
both Dasilva and Xiong were addition-
ally indicted on misdemeanor charges of
resisting, obstructing or delaying a peace
officer.

On Oct. 14, Cortes dismissed the

indictment against all defendants, over
the objections of the D.A., citing their
willingness to pay restitution, their lack
of criminal record and 12 hours of com-
munity service they had each voluntarily
completed.

In addition, an official representative
from UC Davis indicated that community
service that included an understanding of
efforts undertaken to maintain the statutes
would be beneficial and that the univer-
sity did not object to a resolution to the
case that fell outside the criminal justice
system.

The District Attorney’s Office con-
sistently opposed the judge’s decision to
dismiss the case, arguing that it was an
illegal court diversion.

“The judge’s decision to entirely dis-
miss the felony indictment of the grand
jury was unprecedented in my experi-
ence,” District Attorney Jeff Reisig said.
“Judges are not generally authorized to
unilaterally divert criminals indicted by
the grand jury. We believe that Judge
Cortes’ decision was improper.

“Moreover, the decision by the official
UC Davis representative to recommend
against a criminal conviction flies in the
face of their original request and refer-
ral for criminal prosecution and creates a
dangerous precedent for future cases of
such conduct, suggesting similar criminal
behavior at UC Davis will be treated with
kid gloves. This outcome is not good for
public safety in our communities.” *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-685-5533

Written estimates.

ALL PHASE
SONDROL CREATE YOUR
HOME REPAIR
CONCRETE Elk Grove, Ca PARADISE
25+ years experience. -Ele(_:trical *Plumbing
All types of finishes. ":Denc'”g ~Fans -Decks
N . eDoors *Windows «Tile
Patios, driveways, slabs Flooring =Trim base-
Walkways, Spa pads. board *Sheetrock «Dry
Tear out/ Rot Texture «Painting
Replace Tractor work. sLighting -Concrete Winter Yard Cleanups,

*Sprinkler Repair
Framing and more!

Complete Landscape

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

EIk Grove X 5% Hobla
PREM]ER Espanol
ROOFING INC.
LIC# 1097848
Shell o ROOF REPAIR o NEW ROOFS

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

209.745.7565

CELL 209.810.6233

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Y L]

L

*Sodding, *Planting
e[rrigation *Retaining Walls

Junk Removal

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal

American Construction & Property

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

Maintenance Company \
WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

Lic. # 778034 All ph f home. i i . . . .
916.955-1083 | | e snitidion “;;',?;:*;,‘:f‘;;';:;;" Specializing In: + Check Engine
lity work dl A « 0il Changes ight Diagnosis
Qualty w ‘;ﬁicge‘;?f‘rﬁgfe Installs/Repairs, All * Smog Re?pair ° Ti?es ’
: Rancho Murieta. Gart, Types Concrete Work, * Smog Inspection * Tune-Up
Perez Landscaping Wilton, Herald, Sac. & Fence Installation, « Safety Inspection e Batteries
& Concrete S e 1100 Retaining Walls- e Transmission Service * 30, 60, 90K Service
«Concrete Finishing/ Bonded & Insured All Types, Drainage © Brakes e Brake &
Lands?:?;:epilr?s%allation SELLESRSE Lsz::;: :.Ilglrf:g * Wheel Alignment Lamp Station
and Design Residential/ commercial Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796

RESIDENTIAL

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd. - NEW ROOF
* / INSTALL
* TEAR OFF &
EIk Grove Bivd REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR

* OVERLAY ROOF

& COMMERCIAL
« GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL

*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
« DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL

FREE ESTIMATES!

916-719-8288

FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

Call (916) 685-5533

Tractor Work

email Elverperez@att.net «Garage Cleanouts INSTALL
Lic #14-00016214 +Yard Debris (91 6)61 2-0776 -DRY ROT REPAIR
. -SEAMLESS
3DR CONCRETE Mem'O,n chILSS ;d i?ld
All your concrete needs. receive 1o% o' BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Bobcat szrvices,gzjgveway Artificial Turf | Fencing J I M MOYL EN ROOFI N G
repair. Comm es. .
Lic # 968987 insured Call (916)207-5702 Reg';‘i'ggg\g?:rlrigggg:]ete 1981 License # 407605 RAMON M.,
(209)570-7304 License # 778034 Planting | Tree Trimming A+ Rating with BBB.
209-251-9387 Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
L105 1108441 Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.
YARD CLEAN up Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
Yard Sale?Garage Sale? sl selaten, 9105312793 Cel
B A - - Tile Repairs \
Advertise it in your local Lannimouing Senvices
communiy newspaper | | i

*Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work Driveways <Building

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Pads <Drainage-All Types

916-271-7265

Visit: mpg8.com

o

\ A Veteran

TODAY

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painers
#908019
) We accept Visa &
R Mastercard :

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post «Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667

Bill- 916-869-1019

Services Available

209-748-5588 Driver with wheelchair acces- Advertise in
O sible van available. Help with
BBB shopping or other activities. your local
Since 1975 Call George at 916-470-7169 H
L Lic.#302302 6am-103m community
newspaper

Visit: mpg8.com

Call (916) 685-5533
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Republic FC to Open 2025 Playoffs
USL Champ/()nsh/p Playoffs at Home on National TV

Sacramento Republic FC
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - This
November, Republic FC’s quest
to lift its second Championship
trophy begins as the club
begins play in the 2025 USL
Championship Playoffs presented
by Terminix.

The Indomitable Club has
secured a home match for the
opening round and will host a
Western Conference Quarterfinal
match on Nov. 2 at Heart Health
Park. The opponent will be deter-
mined following the conclusion
of the regular season on Oct. 25
and additional details regarding
kickoff will be announced in the
near future.

The general public on-sale
tickets began Oct. 16 at
SacRepublicFC.com and seats
start at just $25. Season ticket
members have priority access
to purchase additional seats at
a discounted price before any
remaining seats are released
to the public. To stay up to
date on the latest playoff ticket
news, supporters can text

Republic FC's 2025 playoff campaign is sponsored by Sentivo Vineyards & Winery. The partners will team up for a
variety of fan and community engagement opportunities throughout the postseason, including the club's Week of
Service leading up to the Quarterfinal match on Nov. 2. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

“PLAYOFFS” to 916-755-6334.
Fans are encouraged to secure
their seats early as Republic FC
prepares to host its first playoff
contest since 2023. The club has
already seen four sellouts this year,
including the USL Jdagermeister

Cup Final on Oct. 4 and has wel-
comed more than 10,000 fans in
each of its last four postseason
games at Heart Health Park.

The USL (United Soccer
League) Championship Playoffs
begin with the Conference

Quarterfinals the first weekend of
November. The top eight regular
season finishers from each con-
ference qualify for the postseason
and will enter a single-elimina-
tion bracket leading to the Final.
Hosting rights for each match are

determined by each club’s regular
season record. For more informa-
tion about the postseason, visit
SacRepublicFC.com/Playoffs.

Republic FC’s 2025 play-
off campaign is sponsored by
Sentivo Vineyards & Winery. The
partners will team up for a variety
of fan and community engage-
ment opportunities throughout
the postseason, including the
club’s Week of Service lead-
ing up to the Quarterfinal match
on Nov. 2.

Together with fans, partners,
and staff, the Republic FC will
offer more than 250 hours of
community service throughout
the week starting on Monday,
Oct. 27. Additional information,
including service projects and
registration, will be announced
later in the week.

The match will also kick off
the club’s sixth annual Winter
Wishlist donation drive, pre-
sented by Downtown Ford.
Republic FC fans are invited to
bring a new, unwrapped toy to the
match for the children and fami-
lies of the Robla School District
in North Sacramento. *

Women's Golf Ties for
Eighth at Golf Iconic Classic

Athletics Director
Rocko Deluca’s High Fives

The Homets finished tied for eighth place out of 19 teams in the tournament with scores of 284-
285-301-870 at the Golf Iconic Classic on Oct. 15 at the New Mexico State University Golf Course.
Boise State won the team title after finishing 13-under par. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

Sacramento State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Sophia
Lee’s even-par round of 72 led the
California State University, Sacramento
women’s golf team during the final round
of the Golf Iconic Classic on Oct. 15 at the
New Mexico State University Golf Course.

The Sacramento State Hornets finished
tied for eighth place out of 19 teams in
the tournament with scores of 284-285-
301-870. Boise State won the team title
after finishing 13-under par. Northern
Arizona stormed into second place in the
team standings at 7-under while UC Irvine
(5-under), Santa Clara (1-under) finished
third and fourth.

Lee opened the third round on the sev-
enth hole and parred her first three holes.
Her first bogey came on the 10th hole
and was later matched by a birdie on the
par-4 14th. Lee moved to 2-over following

bogeys on numbers 16 and 18 but was
able to finish even following birdies on the
par-4 first and fifth holes.

Lee tied for 36th overall at
73-75-72-220.

The Hornets also counted rounds of 75
from Tova Hatton and 77s from Darla May
Dela Torre and Jocelyn Tseng toward the
team total.

Overall, Ella Kraft and Dela Torre tied
for 22nd place for the highest finish on the
Hornets. Kraft shot 70-66-81-217 while
Torre had rounds of 69-71-77-217. Lee
and Ashley Koga tied for 36th, Florencia
Dufey was 43rd, Tseng 46th and
Hatton 65th.

Sacramento State will quickly return
to action as it competes at the Rainbow
Wabhine Invitational on Oct. 20 to Oct.
22, after press time, in Hawaii. The tour-
nament will be the final event for the
Hornets members during their schedule’s
fall portion. *

Former Beaver Joseph ‘Pey’ Brito Dies

Joseph “Pey” Brito and hls famlly were Beaverthrough andthrough Hls W|fe N|cole played
softball at American River College. Brito was the father of three children. Photo courtesy of American
River College Athletics

American River College Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Joseph “Pey”
Brito, a former Beaver infielder from
Delta High School, died two weeks ago.
Pey redshirted at American River College
in 2000 and then played second base
for the Beavers baseball team in 2001
and 2002.

In 2002, he helped lead the Beavers to
a second-place finish in the Bay Valley
East Conference, as he hit .300 with five
doubles and 14 RBI (runs batted in) while
playing rock solid defense.

“Pey was a really good human being, a
great father, friend and teammate,” said

current American River College head
coach Doug Jumelet. “He played the game
hard and with passion and had the respect
of all of his teammates and coaches. He
was a leader on the field and off. He was
full of energy and we will all miss that,
especially his family.”

Former head coach Kevin Higgins when
Brito was at American River College, said
that he saw Brito at the gym a couple of
months ago and Brito was very upbeat
and spiritual, although he wasn’t in great
health due to cancer.

Pey and his family were Beavers
through and through. His wife, Nicole,
played softball at American River College.
He was the father of three children. *

UC Davis Athletics News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - Caden Pinnick racks
up weekly awards following a perfor-
mance against No. 14 Northern Arizona
that earned No. 6 UC Davis football
a victory on homecoming. The red-
shirt freshman quarterback added to his
weekly awards being named the FCS
Nation Radio National Offensive Player
of the Week.

Pinnick was also named the Big Sky
Offensive Player of the Week follow-
ing the win against Northern Arizona,
his third-straight such honor
which tied a conference
record.

The Aggie signal
caller
became
the first
Big
Sky
hon-
oree
to earn three-straight offensive player
of the week honors since Dalton Sneed
(Montana) earned the honor three
times in a row in 2019. The differ-
ence between the two is that Pinnick
has done it against three conference
opponents, while Sneed played two
conference opponents with his streak
starting in the non-conference portion
of Montana's 2019 schedule.

Pinnick shined in another Aggie vic-
tory throwing for a career-high, 348
passing yards while throwing five
touchdowns, the most by an Aggie since
2018. Pinnick was also lights out going
25-for-29 to finish with a completion
percentage of 86.2 percent. Over three
games, Pinnick has gone 62-for-82,
thrown for 949 yards, tossed 10 touch-
downs and thrown no interceptions to
lead the Aggies to 3-0 start in Big Sky
play for the second-straight season.

As of Oct. 15, it was the fifth time
this season that Pinnick earned weekly
honors and the second time he earned
national honors. He was named the
Stats Perform National Freshman
Player of the Week back in week one
and he earned Big Sky Offensive Player
of the Week honors after the Aggies
knocked off Weber State, following
the road win at Cal Poly and after the
recent victory on homecoming over
Northern Arizona.

Donor Impact — Willett Family

The Willett family’s bond with UC
Davis Athletics runs deep, rooted in
both tradition and personal legacy.
Genia Willett, daughter of long-time
legendary UC Davis head coach Woody
Wilson, and her husband, Jim, were
recently recognized as the Champion
Aggies Club Donors of the Game
during UC Davis football’s Big Sky
opener against Weber State alongside
their daughter and son-in-law, Tom and
Kim Windall.

“We support athletics because of the
high caliber of the program and the stu-
dent-athletes.” Genia said. “We also
like to support athletics to honor my
father, Woody Wilson, who put his

heart and soul into the track and field
program.”

Their philanthropy has helped fuel
scholarships, facility upgrades, and
opportunities that empower student-ath-
letes to excel both on the field and in
the classroom. For the Willetts, each
donation is a way to celebrate excel-
lence and remember a man who gave
everything to elevate the program.

Today, the Willett family’s involve-
ment is visible across campus, from the
stands at Aggie football and basketball
games to the track that bears the late
Woody Wilson’s name.
Their passion contin-
ues to inspire others

in the

Aggie

com-
munity,
exem-
plifying
how
one family’s loyalty and love for a
university can shape its legacy for
generations.

Staff Spotlight — Jason Grace

If something runs smoothly at UC
Davis athletics, chances are Jason Grace
had a hand in it. As manager of Facilities
and Operations, he’s the steady presence
making sure every field, court and locker
room is ready to go, no matter what the
day brings.

“My day can consist of stringing a
lacrosse goal, setting up for a home
game, fixing a locker or hanging a TV in
a coach’s office,” Grace said. “I like not
always knowing what my day is going to
look like. Game days are the things | take
the most pride in. It’s not just the game but
also the prep before and after the game.”

After more than 20 years as a coach,
Grace brings that same mindset into
his work.

“Even though I’m not the coach, I still
want everything set up the way 1I’d want
it to be on game day,” he said. “It’s also
helped me notice when something looks
off and make sure it gets fixed so our
coaches don’t have to worry about it.”

“Jason is one of those people who
makes everyone around him better,” said
Director of Athletics Rocko DeLuca. “His
commitment, reliability and pride in his
work embody what UC Davis athletics
stands for. We’re incredibly grateful for
the difference he makes every day across
our department.”

Team Spotlight — Volleyball

With wins over UC San Diego and
Long Beach State two weekends ago, UC
Davis women’s volleyball is off to a his-
toric start to their season.

“| think the team is playing with a ton
of tenacity and courage, and it's been a
ton of fun to watch them play over the
start of the season,” said head coach Dan
Conners. “We’re still early in the season
and there are a lot of things to grow and
get better at but | really like the way we
are approaching growth and change and
the way we compete.

We compete at a really high level and
| really appreciate the team and their
effort in that.” *
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