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After Cancer, Nothing Can Stop Young

Boxing Champ

By JuprtH DoraTo O’GARA

José Roman IIT knows how to do battle. The
young boxer from Franklin rose triumphant from
a two-year fight for his life after being diagnosed at
age 10 with leukemia. What did he do upon recov-
ery? He got back into the ring. Since then, under
the direction of his coach and father, Jos¢ Roman,
Jr., he’s won number of New England titles, in-
cluding the 2024 New England Silver Gloves.
He’s also fought in many national matches, with
his most prestigious win taking place this past July
in Chattanoogah, TN, when José took home the
2025 National Junior & Youth Golden Gloves of
America title. The 18-year-old is now rated 5th in
the nation for his age and weight class of 110 Ibs.

“I won the entire national, and it felt really
good,” says José , who also recently began train-
ing under Peter Manfredo of Manfredo Boxing

CHAMP

José Roman, lll, shown here with his father and
coach, José Roman, Jr., has not only won several

continued on page 2 OXing titles, but he’s beaten cancer as well.

Keeping Local News Alive
and Communities Connected

By JeNNIFER RUsso

For the first time in our news-
paper’s history, the cost of post-
age has surpassed the cost of
printing. On average, mailing
services have increased in price
by over 7% in the last couple
of years. While the USPS may
require this operationally, it
does underscore the growing fi-
nancial challenges facing local
journalism today. Paper, ink,
fuel, and distribution costs have
all risen sharply in the past year,
and while we’ve absorbed those
increases for as long as we could,
we now find ourselves at a turn-
ing point.

Despite these challenges, one
thing hasn’t changed: our com-
mitment to providing free, local
news that keeps our communities
informed and connected. Local

journalism is not just about
headlines — it’s about people.
It’s about the high school team’s
championship win, the opening
of a new family business, the cel-
cbration of a lifelong volunteer,
and the coverage of town meet-
ings, and ensuring that every
story 1s told.

When you open your commu-
nity newspaper, you read about
your neighbors, your schools,
and the heartbeat of your area.
You're seeing your community
reflected in print - its triumphs,
challenges, and spirit. Local
news brings people together, fos-
ters accountability, and preserves
the stories that make each town
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Make Your Business Shine This Holiday Season!

The holidays are here—and so are your customers!
Whether you’re selling gifts, offering services, or spreading
festive cheer, now is the time to advertise your business!

For info on all of our Advertising Opportunities:
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Sports Fitness. “I was coming off
aloss, and that just motivated me
to train harder than ever.”

He explains that he had to
fight two opponents to win. “The
first fight was actually harder. I
fought this kid I didn’t even know
he had double the fights I had,
and I ended up winning the fight
and advancing to the finals,” says
the boxer, “The second fight was
the easier fight, but I beat this kid
easily, and I think it was probably
one of my best performances.
The national title was on the line,
so I knew my best version of my-
self came out.”

The young pugilist started
training in boxing early, learn-
ing from his father. “It’s fun. I
like doing it. I like fighting, I love
boxing. It’s always been some-
thing in my blood, I guess, to
fight,” says José¢. When his father
hit the heavy bag at home, “he
wanted to hit the bag, too,” says
Roman, Jr.,

After he got his diagnosis in
2018, young José spent the first
two months in the hospital un-
dergoing chemotherapy, some-
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thing he would have to receive
over the course of two years.

“I wasn’t really aware of the
magnitude of the situation,” says
José “When you’re young, you
kind of feel invincible. I wasn’t
able to train, visited the gym
a few times just to see training
partners, but I didn’t really start
training again until I was done
with treatment.”

After that was finished,
COVID-19 set his training back
even further, but he worked to
mnto shape. Rather than knock
him out, José¢ says overcoming
his diagnosis “very much moti-
vated me to realize that if I can
beat cancer, I can do anything.”

At 13, then, after coming back
from treatment, Jos¢ made it to
the semifinals in the National Sil-
ver Gloves Tournament in 2021,
losing only in the finals. In Oc-
tober of that same year, he won
the New England championship.

The young boxer is intensely
focused on his sport. He trains
five days a week, several hours
a day, running every day and
watching what he eats. José¢ ,
believes he’s been successful be-
cause, “I show up on the days that
I don’t’ want to train, the days I
want to train, the days I feel sick,
I still show up. I'm consistent.”
In fact, if his father didn’t insist

Golden Gloves
of America
belt, which
José wonin
July.

on him taking a break on week-
ends, Jos¢ would train seven days
a week, he says, adding that he
takes any loss, such as his loss
to the top-ranked fighter in the
Junior Olympics this year, as a
learning experience.

“My goal is to go to the 2028
Olympics and then turn pro,”
says José , who hopes to inspire
other young people facing ob-
stacles such as cancer.

‘A lot of people, some kids,
they’ll have cancer, and they
don’t know if they’re going to live
to see the next day, but you know;,
if you keep persevering through,
you have that mindset—

I'm going to survive. I'm
going to live. I'm not going to die
here in this hospital, and that’s
why I'm alive. If T can do it, any-
body can do it, because I'm just
a normal guy.”

José adds he believes “100%”
that his prayers, and the prayers
of others for him, have made a
difference in his recovery and
continued success.

Early this month, José will
compete in the USA Boxing New
England Championships in New
Bedford.

Follow his progress on Insta-
gram, joseelrelampagoroman,

and Tik'Tok @josearoman.

unique. Without it, those small
but powerful connections risk
being lost.

Advertising revenue has al-
ways been a vital source of sup-
port for our papers, and we are
deeply grateful to the local busi-
nesses that continue to support
us. But as printing and mailing
costs rise to historic levels, adver-
tising alone can no longer carry
the full weight of production. We
recognize that our small busi-
nesses are facing similar pres-
sures, and we would prefer not to
raise advertising rates too much.
Instead, we’re turning to you —
our readers — for help.

This November, we’re launch-
ing our annual Support the
Newspaper campaign. Every do-
nation, no matter the size, helps
offset the rising costs of printing
and distribution, ensuring that
your paper remains free, local,
and delivered right to your door-
step or mailbox. Your contribu-
tion isn’t just helping to print
pages — it’s helping to keep civic
engagement alive, preserving our
community history, and giving a
platform to local voices that de-
serve to be heard.

your belief in the value of local
journalism. For decades, this
paper has been honored to share
your stories, celebrate your mile-
stones, and champion the spirit
of our towns. With your help, we
can continue to do so for many
years to come.

Please consider a donation,
in any amount. To contribute
to our community news, please
visit https://bit.ly/SupportThe-
Newspaper or send your support
to Local Town Pages, 9 Indus-
trial Rd, Suite 107, Milford MA
01757

Thank you for your support.
We have been honored to be a
part of your community, and we
are excited to continue to bring
you the news and stories that
matter to you each month.

Franklin 2025 Biennial
Town Election

November 4, 2025

Franklin High School, Franklin High School,

218 Oak St., Franklin
6a.m.to 8 p.m.

Exsultet! Plans Two December Concerts

Exsultet! A Celebration of Voices will hold
two December concerts, the first to take place
on Friday, December 5, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Christ Lutheran Church, 113 Union St.,
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Natick, and the second on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, at 2 p.m. at the First Congregational
Church, 725 Washington St., Holliston. Tick-
ets are $20 for general admission, §15 for stu-

dents and seniors, and free for children aged
12 and under. Visit www.exsultet.us for more
information.
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Despite Cuts, the Show Must Go on at FHS

By GraypoN WEBB

The winter season is just
around the corner, and with
this time of year comes Franklin
High School’s annual perform-
ing arts events! From musical-
lovers to concertgoers, there is
something for everyone on offer
this year. We spoke with the
school’s Visual & Performing
Arts Director, Diane Plouffe, to
get some more information on
the school’s musical activities.

Plouffe began teaching mid-
dle school orchestra in Franklin
in 1997 and became the Direc-
tor of Music back in 2016. Like
many districts across the state,
Franklin Public Schools has
faced difficult budget decisions
in recent years that have affected
several program areas, including
performing arts. Franklin suf-
fered reductions in the perform-
ing arts programs during the
school day.

Last year, Franklin High’s
theater program was cut from
the school day due to a com-
bination of ongoing budget-
ary constraints and enrollment
shifts. With it went a multitude
of classes including Theatre
I, II, and III; Stagecraft; and
even Musical Theater Work-
shop. The high school wasn’t
the only one affected by these
budget cuts, either. Franklin
Middle School’s musical the-
ater program - the Tootlighters
- have been facing some tragedy
of their own. Their lighting sys-
tem has begun to fail. Without
proper funding, fixing this will
be quite the uphill battle.

Fortunately, the drama pro-
gram at Iranklin High has
stayed alive through the use of
additional funding allocations
to the district and donations,
allowing for a drama club to
meet after school and perform
musicals and plays. Headed
by alumnus Chloe Selznick,
the group is looking forward to
bringing the hit musical Mean
Girls to the stage in November
(see the list below for details).

As Plouffe tells us, the af-
terschool drama club has a
“limited budget,” and they
are “facing a lot of challenges.
With these budget cuts, she says
it’s challenging to maintain “the
level of instructional support it
had before.” Plouffe laments the
loss of such strong, creative of-
ferings in the theater program,
as it teaches qualities like “team-

building, musicianship, self-ex-
pression and theatre tech skills.”
So how can the community
get involved? Well, seeing the
school musical is a start! With
a struggling budget,” the ticket
sales of Mean Girls may drasti-
cally shape how Franklin High’s
drama club looks going forward.
Also, thanks to a communal
group dubbed the FHS Theatre
Company Boosters, donations
can be made online to help out
the drama program. Their web-
site can be found at https://ti-
nyurl.com/FHSTheatreBoost.
In other good news for the
town’s musical endeavors,
Franklin Middle School’s or-
chestra program is back in busi-
ness this year After losing the
orchestra during the school day
and having it placed after school
last year, it has returned in the
25-26 school year.  Another
alumnus of the program, Ste-
ven Sergl, is serving as the new
middle school orchestra director.

Young students once again have
the opportunity to learn to play
a string instrument as part of
their curriculum!

The FHS performing arts
community is working hard to
stay afloat in Franklin, and a
fascinating note is that the two
aforementioned programs ris-
ing from the ashes are being led
by alumni; students who were
shaped by the very classes they
now teach. Both Selznick and
Sergt stand as hopeful examples,
proving just how important the
arts can be to an impressionable
young talent. Plouffe shared,
“[the performing arts] are a safe
place for so many kids that need
that space.”

The community’s continued
support will be essential to sus-
taining these valuable programs
in the years ahead. Please read
on to see what fun these talented
students will bring to the public
soon!

e November 5 - There will
be a Chamber Concert at
6:30 p.m. in the auditorium.
Snow date for this concert is
the following day, Novem-
ber 6.

e November 11 - Franklin
High Chorus will be per-
forming for Veterans’ Day
at the local Elks Club at 11

a.m.

¢ December 11 -

e November 21, 22, & 23 -

The Franklin High School
Theatre Company will be
performing their next musi-
cal: Mean Guls. Three nights
only, at 7 p.m., with a mati-
nee performance on No-
vember 23 at 1 p.m.

* December 9 - Franklin High

Band Concert at 7 p.m.

¢ Snow date for this concert is

December 15.

Franklin
High Chorus Orchestra
Concert at 7 p.m. Snow
date for this concert is also
December 15.

¢ December 16 - Franklin
Middle School 7th and 8th
Grade Band Concert at
Franklin Middle School, 6
p-m. Snow date for this con-
cert is December 22.

e December 18 - Franklin
Middle School 7th and 8th
Grade Orchestra Concert,
as well as 6/7/8th Grade
Chorus Concert. Snow date
for this event is December

22.

To all the students in their
winter events, break a leg!

Tor further details, please con-
tact Iranklin High School.

Thank you again to Diane
Plouffe and the FHSTC Boost-
ers for talking with us!

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544

to run in our Newspaper!
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Santa Foundation Celebrates 40 Years,

Its Renewal,

Dick Timmons, of the Santa
Foundation, felt he kept an im-
portant promise last month, fol-
lowing a successful celebration
and fundraiser for the 501 ¢3
organization that has served over
30,000 local families with gifts,
toys, clothing and support since
it began in 1985.

“When I looked out over the
sold-out 40th Anniversary Gala,
I knew there would be one big
man looking down with a smile
on his face ... as Bob Sullivan lay
in his bed knowing he would be
leaving us soon, surrounded by
his loving wife Elaine and family,
he looked at me and whispered,
‘Please keep the Santa Founda-
tion going!’

“It was in 2019, followed by
COVID that not only shook the
Santa Foundation, but the coun-
try. We survived but needed to
relocate and get some additional
help! We have now relocated and
added key people like Joe & Pam
Formosa, Karla Boudreau and
Cindy and Patrick Timmons
playing larger rolls! We are now

?L
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in a much better place, looking
forward to many more years of
helping local families in the over
20 communities we serve,” said
Timmons.

Board member Karla Bou-
dreau kicked off festivities, thank-
ing “the Elks, our entertainers
(Ken Barney and Mirror’s Edge),
florists (Flower’s and More, Lu-
na’s Ilower Shop, Black Opal
Tlorist and Designs by Lorraine),
and bakers (Muffin House, Twist
Bakery, and Wright’s Dairy
Farm) for their contributions” to
the evening, an “incredible team
of volunteers,” and those in the
community who partner with the
foundation to bring the magic of
Christmas to “countless deserv-
ing children and their families.”

The event included a beau-
tiful Christmas tree door prize
with handcrafted ornaments
and Meme’s stockings, hand-
crafted ornaments for attendees,
and a wide range of raffles do-
nated by various businesses and
organizations.

AIRPORT SHUTTLE

RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION

'I.".fi.l' T US
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and a Future of Giving
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Later, Pat Timmons, whose
grandfather was Robert Sullivan,
gave a toast celebrating how the
Santa Foundation’s “hard work
always transforms into some-
thing beautiful: joy.”

Later this month, the Santa
Foundation will place Giving
Trees at various locations around
town. Tags on the trees repre-
sent the wishes of a member of
a family in need, and those with
generous hearts are encouraged
to take a tag and fulfill a wish to
help neighbors enduring tough
times feel the joy and comfort of
the holiday season. Giving Trees
will be located at:

e Advanced Auto, 45 Pulaski
Blvd. Bellingham

* Grove Street Auto, 79 Grove
Street, Franklin

* James Breakfast & More,
850 Franklin St., Wrentham

* King Street Cafe, 390 King
St., Franklin

e Middlesex  Bank, 1000
Franklin ~ Village  Drive,
Franklin

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union

AUTO LOANS

Our rates are low

* Norfolk Credit Union, 194
Main St., Norfolk

* Postal Center, 279 E Central
Street, Franklin

* Postal Center, 9 Medway
Rd., Ste. C, Milford

* Postal Center, 14 Milliston
Rd., Millis

* Salon Elan, Inc., 9 Summer
St., Ste. 102, Franklin

e Franklin Tile, 168 Grove
St., Franklin *

e Mak’s Roast Beef & Break-
fast, 451 W. Central St.,
Franklin

In addition to the Giving Tree
locations, although no trees are
put up at the following locations,
these community partners gra-
ciously collect and deliver gifts
for The Santa Foundation:

¢ Iranklin Police Department,
911 Panther Way, IFranklin

* Medway Police
ment, 315 Village
Franklin

* Norfolk Fire Department,
117 Main St, Norfolk

e Wrentham Police/Fire De-
partment, 89/99 South St.,
Wrentham

Depart-
St.,

* Douglas Police Department,
29 Depot St., Douglas

* Norfolk Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, 200 West St., Ded-

ham

For more information on the
Santa Foundation, visit www.
sfjoy.org.

Up to 150 guests
Corporate Dinners

Rehearsal Dinners
Bridal & Baby Showers
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Our contemporary, beautifully appointed
private dining rooms provide the perfect
backdrop for your event. 3 has the menu,
and atmosphere, to suit the most
discerning tastes.

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

For more information, contact Jasmine at

NORFOLK ~ #% (508) 528-3360

COMMUNIi(Y

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

18 Union Street, Suite 104
Norfolk, MA 02056

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA
3-restaurant.com
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Clear the Clutter this Fall with Affordable Junk

There are plenty of reasons
to call a junk removal service.
Maybe walking through your
basement has gotten difficult or
there is no more room in the
attic? Perhaps you are planning
to move, and you need to declut-
ter before your open house?

Figuring out who to call can
be challenging. If you contact
one of the big haulers, they route
you to a phone center where
they’ve never even heard of your
town, plus their pricing seems
vague and full of extra fees. No
wonder you've let the stuff pile
up—it’s too much of a hassle to
get rid of it!

Or you can call Affordable
Junk Removal and let a local
small business with deep commu-
nity roots take care of everything.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was
just him and a beat-up pickup
truck taking small jobs and work-
ing nights and weekends when he
could. As the years rolled on, his
business grew, but his commit-
ment to customer service never
wavered. Now he’s got a staff of
ten, along with eight trucks, ser-
vicing eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts and northern Rhode
Island.

Affordable Junk Removal
specializes in house and estate
cleanouts. If your garage, attic,
or office is overflowing with stuff,
take back your space and let the
pros do the heavy lifting,

Jay and his team have handled
it all. They’ve dismantled above-
ground pools, hauled away an-

spOtlight

cient hot tubs, taken down old
fencing, and stripped away worn
carpeting. They’ll come for a sin-
gle item, or they’ll clean out an
entire house. And they can take
almost anything. They can’t ac-
cept hazardous materials, brush,
dirt, or concrete, but everything
else is fair game for them to take
away.

Not everything ends up in a
landfill—mnot if Jay can help it.
He first tries to either recycle or
donate items. Only after he tries
to repurpose items do they end
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable Junk
Removal is simple. First, you can
load stuft yourself if you want by
renting a 15-cubic-yard dump-
ster for a week and chucking
up to a ton of your unwanted
stuff. If you need to get rid of
more weight, then Jay prorates
that tonnage—you never pay for
what you don’t use.

If you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve
also got a driveway special where
they’ll take away a truckload of
your unwanted things if you pile
it up. Or if you don’t want to lift
a finger, then you can point at the
items, and the team will fill up
their truck and haul away your
unwanted things. However you
do it, you’re left with more space

W] %
~

v Improve the
look of your yard

v Keeps carpenter
ants & wasps away

v No chance of

\ % trip and fall

and more peace of mind.

Jay and his team beat the big
waste haulers on both price and
customer service. When you call
Affordable Junk Removal, you
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone call
goes right to Jay.

And speaking of pricing, Jay
is upfront about it. His website
shows the truck sizes and prices,
so you can save time knowing
your costs before you call for an
appointment. There aren’t any
hidden costs or surprise fees with
Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is
fully licensed and fully insured,
and they’ll treat your property
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving
commercial business, working
with contractors and roofers to
clear away debris and keep the
job site clean. They can even
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day
service.

Jay and his family are deeply
involved in the community. He
and his wife, Christine, run the
Corner Market restaurant in

Holliston. It’s not uncommon for
someone to reach Jay at the res-
taurant, order a sandwich, and
then schedule a junk removal
appointment. Yes, the local small
business really can handle every-
thing!

Contact Affordable Junk Re-
moval and Dumpster Rental and
let a local small business take
care of everything for you. Call
Jay Schadler at (774) 287-1133
or visit us online at Affordable-
JunkRemoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Rebuilding Self-Confidence, One Wig at a Time

By Juprra Dorato O’GARA

Heather Cohen has always
loved making women feel beau-
tiful, but the owner of B.LUXE
Hair and Makeup Studio lights
up when she talks about her lat-
est professional focus, making
high-quality realistic wigs for
women with hair loss and not
only helping them feel beautiful,
but whole, again.

“There’s nothing I would
rather do than be here working
on the wigs. I loved my busi-
ness as a whole since the day I
opened it,” says Cohen, “but
the impact I make on hair loss
clients far exceeds anything I
thought I would be able to do
for people.”

The stylist herself felt the
upheaval of hair loss four years
ago, when a medication she was
on caused her own hair to fall
out. Not only was it personally
devastating, but since her ca-
reer centered around beautiful
hair, succumbing to baldness
was simply not an option. That
was when she began her several
years-long research process.

Cohen estimates she’s spent
thousands of dollars researching
different vendors and materials
for her specialized wigs. Since
her salon caters primarily to
Caucasian women, her wigs are
created for that demographic,
although, she explains, she
learned a lot from a huge black
women’s hair industry, where
wigs are accepted as main-
stream. She also learned how to
find ethically-sourced hair.

“I don’t want to get involved
with anyone who is taking ad-
vantage of somebody who eco-
nomically might be struggling,
and they’re paying them $2 for
their thick, beautiful ponytail. If
you see a wig that’s inexpensive,
the hair is not being ethically
sourced or, it did not come from
a human head, or they’re get-
ting what we call ‘drain hair,’”
she says.

Cohen 1is upfront about the
cost. “A custom human hair wig
can be anywhere from §1,000 to
$4,000, and it really does depend
on the length,” she says. That’s
why Cohen undertook training

SALMON

HEALTH & RETIREMENT

to receive the correct credentials
for a National Provider Identi-
fier (NPI) number, so her clients
can use insurance and health
savings accounts (HSA).

“There are reasons for hair
loss where your health insur-
ance will actually help pay for
a cranial prosthetic, which is a
really cool word for a wig,” she
explains.

The entrepreneur spends
a lot of time networking with
health care providers to build
her client base. Others have
discovered her through so-
cial media support groups and
word-of-mouth.

Krista Sirignano found
Cohen through a friend, after
struggling for decades with alo-
pecia.

“Heather really knows her
stuff when it comes to wearing
wigs or any type of hairpiece.
She took so much time and care
with me until we found the per-
fect fit that made me feel com-
fortable and really good about
myself,” she says.

Rhonda Parker, whose hair

G

A GIVING COMMUNITY

As the seasons change, embrace a
lifestyle where comfort, connection,
and peace of mind come together.
: From engaging activities and festive
gatherings to exceptional amenities
and personalized support—including
. assisted living and memory care—our
' community is here to help you thrive
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more
— we can't wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
— 44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Hearls,

Heather Cohen, owner of b.LUXE Hair & Makeup Studio in Medway, is
passionate about helping women with hair loss come out of hiding.

had also thinned due to medica-
tions, had tried synthetic wigs,
but “after seeing how really
beautiful and natural the human
hair toppers and wigs looked on,
I decided to go that route. On
my way home from B. LUXE I
stopped by my daughter’s house,
and she thought my hair looked
beautiful, not even realizing it
was a topper. As I am always
self-conscious, that was the best
feeling ever!”

“I always tell people when
you first wear alternative hair,
it’s like exercising a muscle.
The more you do it, the easier
it gets,” says Cohen. “And no-
body knows, because nobody is
as critical of you as you.”

This niche takes commit-
ment, however.

“You can’t dabble in wigs,”
says Gohen, “It’s all or noth-
ing, because my wig clients truly
need a partner. They need to be
able to call me on Friday morn-
ing and say, ‘I can’t get this wig
on right. It’s crooked. I need to
come in today,” and I have to
be available to them. You really
need to make the decision that
you're going to leave the chair
behind.”

Someday, though, Cohen
hopes to train stylists, and by
2026, she envisions her own
brand of wigs, noting, “I feel
like I've definitely cracked the
code on like what feels comfort-
able, what feels good, what looks
natural, and what stays on, and
I want to be able to create that
line and be able to give it to ev-
erybody.”

Cohen has employed her new
skills for breast cancer organiza-
tions such as the Susan B. Komen
TFoundation (www.komen.org),
and the Gloria Gemma
(www.gloriagemma.org).

This month, she’ll work with
Runway for a Cause (https://
runwayforacause.org), currently
planning its annual NYC fashion
show.

Cohen feels immense reward
from her new career focus, re-
ceiving a sense of giving back.

“Working with hair loss clients
and giving them back that level
of self-confidence makes me feel
like I'm paying the universe back
for all of the good that has hap-
pened to me,” she says, “It’s re-
ally amazing to help people just
feel better and know they don’t
have to hide.”
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“It’s Just So Wonderful to Know You re Not Alone.

Franklin Interfaith Council Thanksgiving
Service Sunday, November 16

By Judith Dorato O’Gara

The annual Franklin Inter-
faith Council Thanksgiving Ser-
vice will take place on Sunday,
November 16, 2025, from 7-8
p-m., this year at the Franklin
United Methodist Church, 82
W. Central St. Franklin. This
year, the service will be led by
Rabbi Rachel Putterman, as
Rev. Doreen Oughton, of Frank-
lin Federated Church, explains,
“We rotate not only the location,
but who gives the message” each
year. At the service, the Council
will be taking offerings to support
its fuel/heating assistance fund
for community members in need.

Calling its primary purpose
“the betterment of the commu-
nity it serves,” the Council aims
to use its “power of faith as de-
fined by our individual spiritual
traditions” unite as well as chal-
lenge citizens in Franklin to ad-
dress issues of social injustice,
celebrate diversity and promote
tolerance and understanding;

Members of the Frank-
lin Interfaith Council include
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, Temple Etz
Chaim, St. Mary’s Parish, St.
John’s Episcopal Church, Irank-
lin United Methodist Church,
Franklin Federated Church,
First Universalist Society in
Franklin, and recently joined,
New England Chapel.

“We are united in love and
service to our fellow human be-
ings, though it might look differ-
ent for each of us, we respect the
dignity of each human being,”

says Mary Dichl, who has been
involved with the Franklin Inter-
faith Council for about 12 years.
She’s now the Interfaith Choir
Director and is in her second
year as Interfaith President.

Dichl explains that Interfaith
members are “ politically neu-
tral ... but overwhelmingly, we
are saddened by the divisive dis-
course, the objectifying, I would
say, of different groups instead
of just getting down to person-
to-person interaction. I can’t
speak for whole council on this,
but overwhelmingly, it’s ‘let’s talk
instead of fight.””

Showing up for each other
is important. The Council re-
sponded to a number of in-
cidents last year, including an
arson fire at St. Mary’s and van-
dalism at Temple Etz Chaim.

A member of Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
Diehl explains how touched she
was to receive the love and sup-
port of folks from other houses
of faith, when, just 12 hours
after her church’s prophet Presi-
dent Russell M. Nelson passed, a
devastating shooting took place
against members of her church
in Michigan. Diehl feels the
compassion she received is the
Interfaith Council’s “our real
strength ... I had so many of
them reach out and just offer
their support and love and con-
dolence, and that was huge to
me.” She says she heard the
same sentiment from the rabbi
in the Council. “It’s just so won-
derful to know we’re not alone,

Are you looking for a job with school hours

and the school schedule?
We have the job for you!

The Medfield Foodservice Department is

now hiring! Substitute worker positions

available with flexible hours, as well as
full time, benefited positions.

For more information please contact:

Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net
or 508-242-8897

The Franklin Interfaith Council, comprised of congregations in Franklin,
will hold its Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on November 16, at

Franklin United Methodist Church.

because we often feel we are,”
says Diehl.

Last month, the Interfaith
Council came together with
Rep. Jeff Roy to support an an-
tisemitism discussion at I'ranklin
High School, says Diehl, some-
thing that arose in response
to vandalism at Temple Etz
Chaim. “All of the people who
showed up at the vigil wanted to
do something more,” she says.

“We stand with those who are
grieving,” says Rev. Oughton,

“and we seek to offer comfort
and appreciation and a sense of
unity. The Thanksgiving Service
is just about that. It’s so impor-
tant to experience gratitude and
to recognize what we have re-
ceived.”

The houses of faith that
comprise the Iranklin Interfaith
Council get together to support
other initiatives in town, includ-
ing several for the Franklin Food
Pantry, a Martin Luther King, Jr.
service day in January, in which

TRI-VALLEY

Need Garage Door Services?

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!

members created placemats and
cards for recipients of Meals on
Wheels, and gathering diapers
and wipes for Foster Care Es-
sentials. When migrant families
housed at local hotels departed,
Interfaith members collected
donations of various household
products for about 65 “home
starter kits” for them. They've
used donations received at their
Voices of Faith concert in May
to help increase threshold for the
Franklin Food Pantry’s SNAP
match at the IFranklin Farmers
Market.

From the beginning, Rew.
Oughton was impressed by the
warm welcome of the Franklin
Interfaith Council. “It’s just such
a diverse group of lay represen-
tatives and clergy ... a group of
people that understand faith dif-
ferently in some ways, but with
such a respect and appreciation
for each other and a real focus
on the common good of this
community — not buying into
the idea that just because we
have different beliefs we have to
be against each other,” she says.

v/ Service
@ 508.918.4951

+/ Installation

We offer a sturt-tc--flnlsh cllent experience
that includes seamless communication,
budget, and quality craftmanship.

v/ Repair

www.trivalleygaragedoor.com
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Franklin Veterans’ Services Notes

November 5 - Monthly Veterans Coffee Social -
10 a.m. - Franklin Senior Center Café. Socials are
held the first Wednesday of every month. Veterans
are invited to join us for coffee and pastries, conver-
sation and announcements.

November 10 - Marine Corps 250th Birthday

November 11 - Veterans’ Day Luncheon - 11
am. — | p.m. at Elks Lodge #2136 at 1077 Pond
Street.

TFranklin USAF Veteran Ronald Seyffert will be
the featured speaker. Reservations are required.
The event will be videotaped and shown on Frank-
lin TV. Check their program guide for dates and
times. THANK YOU to the Elks membership for
generously sponsoring the annual luncheon!

November 11 - Veterans’ Day - Is the anniver-
sary of the signing of the armistice treaty which
ended

WWTIin 1918 and is a day to thank all military
Veterans for their patriotism, service and sacrifices.

November 20 - Veterans’ Council Meeting —
7 p.m. at the Senior Center. All members of the
Franklin community interested in Veterans’ activi-
ties are welcome to join us!

The next engraved brick installation on the Vet-
erans Memorial Walkway 1s scheduled to coincide
with Veterans’ Day. Brick orders are now being ac-
cepted for the May 2026 installation.

FREEHAIRCUTS FORVETERANS EVERY WEDNES-
DAY IN NOVEMBER AT THE SENIOR CENTER! Thank
you to hair stylist Debey for making this very gener-
ous offer to Iranklin Veterans in honor of Veterans’
Day! Please call Mary at: (508) 520-4945 to make
an appointment.

The Tune It Out guitar lessons program for Vet-
erans meets on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Senior

Center. No charge. Guitar experience is not
needed and we have guitars! Call the Veterans’
Services office for details.

Warrior Within Yoga classes for Veterans and
First Responders are held on Thursdays at 4:00
p-m. at the Senior Center. No charge. Call our of-
fice to register.

Our office recently installed a new display in the
Town Hall lobby which highlights Women in the
U.S. Military, and features some local SHEROES.
Check out the display the next time you’re visiting
the Town Offices!

Holiday cards for deployed U.S. troops are avail-
able to sign in the Senior Center lobby. Please show
your support and appreciation for our military ser-
vice members and let them know they are not

alone during the holiday season!

Please visit our web page at: www.franklinma.
gov/335/Veterans-Services

AESOP, I CALLED THE CELL PHONE
GOMPANY AND TOLD THEM T HATE
THIS STUPID PHONE AND THAT I
WANT & NEW ONE FOR FREE!

By Tim Aones

I ALSO TOLD THEM IF THEY DONT
GIVE ME A MEW PHOME FOR FREE,
I'LL GALL AMOTHER CELL PHOME
COMPANY AND SWITCH TO THEM!

THEY SAI[D }

“Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”

OUR SERVICES
“ Roofing

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
Service Calls

4 Siding

4. Gutters
4 Windows
4 Doors

4 Skylights

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

A

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

4 Gutter Cleaning

4 Small Leaks

4. Ventilation Questions
4 Flashing Repairs

e -
CONNELL

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS

181-444-1571

www.ConnellRoofing.com

Clubs at Dean College
Enrich Student Life and
the Franklin Community

At Dean College, students
don’t just attend college—they
experience it. From the moment
they arrive, they are encouraged
to get involved, connect with
others, and make the most of
every opportunity on campus.
With more than 40 active clubs
and organizations, Dean offers a
dynamic, close-knit community
where students truly belong,

“We want our students to feel
a sense of belonging, and by get-
ting involved, these experiences
not only make the college years
fun, but also build valuable skills
that last long after graduation,”
said David Drucker, Dean of
Students.

From cultural and identity-
based groups like the Black Stu-
dent Union, Jewish Community
Club, and Queer Pride Alliance
to service-oriented organizations
such as Active Minds, Crafting
Kindness, and Dean Commu-
nity Outreach, students come
together around shared passions
and values.

Creative expression thrives
on campus as well. The Musi-
cal Theater Troupe and Jazz
Club give performers a stage,
while The Dean Daily Newspa-
per, The Dean News Network,
Power 88 Radio, and the literary
journal Wrote, Unquote offer
platforms for students to elevate
their voices.

Career-minded students gain
hands-on experience through
clubs like the Criminal Justice
Club, Women in Business, and
the Sports Management Club,
each providing networking
opportunities and real-world
preparation that complement
classroom learning. For those

who find their rhythm through
movement and teamwork,
groups such as the Table Ten-
nis Club, Step Team, and Pom
Team foster Bulldog spirit and
camaraderie.

Leadership is another hall-
mark of the Dean experience.
The Dean Activities Board
(DAB) plans signature events
that bring the community to-
gether, while the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA)
ensures that student voices help
shape campus life. Membership
in honor societies including the
National Society of Leader-
ship and Success (NSLS) and
the Golden Key Honor Society
helps students develop confi-
dence and skills that serve them
well beyond graduation.

“Our clubs and organizations
give students the chance to ex-
plore their passions, meet new
people, and develop skills that
complement their academics,”
said Emma Mero, Director of
Student Engagement and Iirst
Year Programs.

That connection extends
beyond campus. Dean students
are active participants in the
Franklin community, volunteer-
ing, performing, and interning
with local organizations. Their
involvement enriches not only
their own experience but also
the town Dean calls home.

At Dean College, students
find the best of both worlds:
a supportive, close-knit com-
munity and the full college ex-
perience that helps them grow
personally, academically, and
professionally.

To learn more about Dean
College, visit www.dean.edu.

¢ Lash Lifts
CALL Felicia: 781-856-5271

OR EMAIL: feesh59@yahoo.com

Book your Holiday Lashes NOW!
Appointments ave Going Fast.

New Client ONLY

SERVICES OFFERED:
¢ Lash Extensions ° Brown Laminations

Gift Cards
Available C

$50 OFFE
any LASH SET

MENTION THIS AD

* Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

,%},rr Felicea

www.justfeliciawi.com
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Your Money, Your Independence

Use November to Finalize Year-End Success and Plan for 2026

Glenn Brown, CFP

November is a pivotal month
for financial planning — the
time to measure progress, make
final strategic tax decisions for
2025, and prepare for 2026.
Wait until December, and your
finances might get lost some-
where between pumpkin pie and
ugly holiday sweaters.

Here’s what you do now to
stay in control.

1. Review Your Planning
Goals

Have you met savings and
investment targets? Paid down
debt? Improved spending hab-
its? Reviewing your progress
helps identify what to accelerate
before December 31 and where

to focus in 2026.

2.Tax Planning
Strategies

November is ideal for evalu-
ating tax opportunities while
there’s still time to act.

* Does a Roth conversion
or switching future 401(k)
contributions to Roth make
sense?

* If converting, what’s your
projected 2025 tax bracket,
and how much room re-
mains before moving up a
bracket?

* Are you or a grandparent
planning to gift more than
$19,000 to a child’s 529
Plan?

» Are you self-employed and
opening a Solo 401(k)? The
plan must be created by De-
cember 31, though contri-
butions can be made until
your 2026 tax-filing dead-

line.

Regulatory Update & Gift-
ing: The OBBB Act of 2025
made many TCJA provisions
permanent, including lower
income tax brackets and the
higher standard deduction, so
the expected 2026 “rate reset”
won’t occur. Some temporary
provisions — like higher SALT

deduction limits and expanded
child/education incentives —
phase down later. Consider
whether realizing income, Roth
conversions, or charitable de-
ductions in 2025 could improve
your long-term tax plan.

The annual gift tax exclusion
remains $19,000 per recipient
for 2025, and the federal lifetime
gift and estate tax exemption
rises to $15 million per indi-
vidual starting January 1, 2026.
The top estate and gift tax rate
stays 40%.

3. Open Enroliment and
Workplace Benefits

Open enrollment is your
yearly chance to review benefits:

* Does your health plan still
meet your needs?

* Should you fund an HSA or
FSA for pre-tax medical sav-
ings?

* Do supplemental life, dis-
ability, or dependent care
benefits make sense?

Use Your FSA Before It Ex-
pires: FSAs are “use-it-or-lose-
it.” For 2025, employers may
allow up to $660 to carry over
mnto 2026, or a 2'/2-month grace
period—mnot both. If you don’t
use it, it’s gone — unlike that
leftover Halloween candy you

Woodforms

Fine Cherry Furniture

somehow keep eating through
March.

4, Evaluate Your
Investment Portfolio

Review your asset allocation
and rebalance if needed. Di-
versification across asset classes
— not just equities — helps
manage risk.

If nearing retirement or ex-
pecting major expenses, plan
how to access funds efficiently.
Tailor your strategy by ac-
count type (taxable, traditional,
Roth, HSA) to balance liquidity,
growth, and tax efficiency.

5. Cash Flow &
Emergency Savings

Review cash flow and savings.
Retirees using a Bucket Strategy
should replenish cash to cover
short-term income gaps over
2-3 years. Working individuals
should maintain 3—4 months
of liquidity and access to credit
(e.g., HELOC) for unexpected
expenses.

6. Don’t Forget Your
RMDs

For 2025, the Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD)
age remains 73. Inherited IRAs
from non-spouses after 2019 re-
quire annual RMDs within the
10-year rule. Penalties have been

waived through 2025 but take
effect January 1, 2026.

Conclusion

November is a month for re-
flection, gratitude, and prepara-
tion. Reviewing finances now
can set you up for a stronger
2026 — and help you avoid that
awkward moment when you re-
alize you splurged on “holiday
gifts” for yourself.

If you’re unsure where to
start, connect with your Certi-
fied Financial Planner® to fin-
ish 2025 strong and position
yourself for success in the year
ahead.

The opinions voiced in this
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston
resident and owner of Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only
Certified Financial Planner™
helping motivated people take
control of their planning and
investing, so they can balance
kids, aging parents and financial
independence.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Come visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2/ p.m. CLOSED Sunday
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Franklin Vietham Vet Runs Army s 10-Mile DC Race

By NataLee WEBB-RUBINO

At 70-years young, Army
Veteran Tim App participated
in the 41st running of the Ar-
my’s 10-mile Road Race held
in our nation’s Capital on Oc-
tober 12th. This was Tim’s first
attempt at running in the DC
event, and his very first 10-mile
run!

Tim chose to run in this
year’s race in honor of the Ar-
my’s 250th birthday and for the
successes he has achieved from
his service to our nation. Tim
commented “I am running the
Army 10-miler as a celebration
of all that I have accomplished,
and that all started with my de-
cision to join the Army, although
an active conflict, the Vietnam
Conflict, was raging.” He had
voluntarily enlisted in the Army
immediately following High
School.

The 10-mile race which is
comprised of military, civilian,
wheelchair, and wounded war-
rior athletes, is conducted by
the Army’s Military District of
Washington (MDW) whose op-

/

We Remember

erations seek to deter, prevent,
and respond to threats aimed at
DC’s Capital region. The Race’s
proceeds will benefit the Army’s
Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation (MWR) unit which
provides resources and pro-
grams to the Army’s population
including families of those now
serving our country.

After his honorable discharge
from the Army, Tim moved to
Massachusetts where he held
various leadership roles within
the Department of Corrections
- for 27 years! Following his re-
tirement in 2003, he became an
adjunct Professor at both North-
eastern University and Stonehill

Tim App at the beginning of his
10-mile journey in DC.

College where he taught Cor-
rections Practices, Sex Offender
Programming and Ethics for 22
years.

After completing his military
duty, Tim took a hiatus from
running. He resumed his run-
ning career after learning of his
niece’s toddler being diagnosed
with a rare form of cancer. His
niece started a 5K race to sup-

Robert Roofing

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...
NOT A SALESMAN

857-247-8709

Roofing
Siding
Windows
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Flat Roofs

Residential Rubber
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Tim (right) and his brother Tom
at the finish line of the Army’s
10-Miler. The armband with his
grandniece’s photo is visible on
his arm.

port her daughter and other
children suffering from this rare
form of cancer and asked him
to run in the event. Sadly, his
grandniece passed away at age
3, and Tim carries a picture of
her with him on his armband for
each and every training run and
racing event.

An active member of Frank-
lin’s American Legion Post 75,
Tim serves as their Sergeant-

at-Arms and remarked that
“The Post does a tremendous
amount of community work and
I felt it fitting to run the ATM
for the first time, on behalf of
the Post.” He also supports the
Franklin community through
his work with the St. Vincent
DePaul charity at St. Mary’s. In
addition, he works with Meals
on Wheels delivering food to
Franklin residents in need.

Natalee Webb-Rubino joined the
Air Force in 1976 becoming its 1st fe-
male Awrcraft Mechanic (Crewo Chuef)
and at Kadena AFB in Okinawa,
Japan. In 1999 she founded the 11K
road race in Stoneham created to honor
and recognize Veterans. In 2009 she
became the City of Melrose’s 1st fe-
male Veterans Service Officer: She was
fust in her family to attend college
Jull-time, earning a bachelor’s degree
with honors from Bridgewater State
Unwersity in 2019.  Her essays on
Veteran matters have been published in
Franklin, North Aitleboro, Melrose,
Milford, and Stoneham

& Gutters

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com ¢ Rgreene465@gmail.com
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Franklin’s Holiday Happenings
& Gift Guide

Ready to View Online Nov. 29 with Ideas and Activities

Franklin’s Holiday Happen-
ings & Gift Guide, created by
the Franklin Downtown Part-
nership, will be online and
ready to access on Saturday
November 29th — just in time
for Small Business Saturday.
The Holiday Guide, on Frank-
lin Downtown Partnership’s
website at franklindowntown-
partnership.org, spotlights all
things Franklin, making it easy
to shop local this December.
The easy-to-read guide will list
special sales, promotions, activ-
ities, and events for the season
from FDP business members.
Take a look for shopping,
places to dine, services, and
entertainment for the family.

The Holiday Guide in-
cludes unique gift ideas and
special treats for upcoming
holidays and other special oc-
casions and includes special

| Durmg this Thanksgiving season, we want to glve thanks to ou
& | | Veterans, Active Military and First Responders.
We provide support & discounts* for veterans, military and first responders

holiday events and activities
in town. It’s the perfect pre-
view for ideas before you go
out shopping. It’s easy because
it’s all local. Support your local
economy and enjoy shopping
for gifts, food, clothing, ac-
tivities, and luxury services for
yourself and others through
December 31.

Follow the Downtown Part-
nership on Instagram and
Facebook for updates on the
guide and other events at:

https://www.instagram.
com/franklindowntownpart-

T

nership/ and https://www.
facebook.com/franklindown-
townpartnership.org/

The Franklin Downtown
Partnership is a non-profit
501(c)3 organization made
up of more than 350 business
owners, residents, and com-
munity leaders working to re-
vitalize downtown Franklin.
Residents can join the Down-
town Partnership for §25. Find
out more at www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org.
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“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

Be a Vendor at A Wreath of
FranklinHoliday Pop-Up!

Brought to the Franklin Community by the
Franklin Cultural Council, Franklin Cultural
District Committee and the Department of
Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy.

This holiday season, THE
BLACK BOX i1s partnering with
A-Wreath-of-Franklin volunteers
and will be transformed into a
festive indoor market—filled with
creativity, community spirit, and
cool handmade goods.

We’re now accepting vendor
inquiries from local makers, arti-
sans, and creatives!

* Vendors keep 100% of their
profits

* A thoughtfully curated mar-
ketplace ensures a lively mix
of offerings

* A warm, welcoming venue
in the heart of downtown
Franklin

X Your neighbors have voted'us

5 *DISCOUNTS ARE FOR AUTO!DELIVERY;WHOL#HOU
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If you’re interested in joining
this year’s celebration as a ven-
dor; we’d love to hear from you.
Simply fill out the inquiry form at
https://tinyurl.com/AWreatha?

Also coming up will be a link
to sign up for the Community
Wreath Program, where local
families, artists, organizations,
and businesses share decorated
wreaths around town that tell
their own unique stories. Visitors
can view these beautiful creations
throughout downtown and vote
for their favorites, adding a fun,
interactive element to the festivi-
ties.

Visit https://ma-franklin.civic-
plus.com/1174/2025-A-Wreath-

of-Franklin to learn more.

PROﬁA

CLEAN MRH&NJ’?@
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Town Celebrates Accessibility &
Artwork at Dean College MBTA Stop

On a rainy but happy Monday,
October 20th, the MBTA hosted
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the
Franklin/Dean Train Station to
celebrate the opening of the new
accessible ramp and the comple-
tion of the exterior mural by art-
1ist Kayla Nisbet.

The approach to making the
station more accessible began
over a year ago, when a Frank-
lin resident brought lack of ac-
cessibility to the attention of the
Franklin Commission on Disabil-

CALL TODAY

561-654-9881

ity. The team then sent letters to
Philip Eng, the General Manager
and CEO of the MBTA, as well
as to Rep. Jeffrey Roy.

Ali Rheume, Chairperson
of the Franklin Commission on
Disability, says, “This new ac-
cessible mini-platform is a huge
improvement and benefit to the
Town of Franklin. It resolved the
main issue of the station formally
being inaccessible with a solution
that is even more impressive than
we imagined! When it comes to

k WE PAY MORE

accessibility, it’s important to
consider the diversity of needs,
not only physical mobility. There
is a ramp for boarding the train,
auditory announcements and
a visual digital screen about the
train’s arrival or updates, proper
signage including Braille, and a
large visual map to refer to.

“The great part about all of
this, 1s that accessibility helps ev-
eryone and harms no-one, con-
tinues Rheume, “A ramp helps
someone with physical mobility
needs and can also benefit some-
one traveling with a rolling suit-
case. Auditory announcements
help someone who may be blind
or experience low vision and
can also benefit someone who
is checking emails, yet still hear
train updates. Visual signs and
digital board updates help some-
one who is deaf or hard of hear-
ing and can also benefit someone
who is on a phone call and wants
to know how much longer they
have to talk.

30 Positions
NOW AVAILABLE!

Transport Students & Adults.

L $1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the Certification.

SPLIT SHIFTS: Early morning, mid/late afternoon.

needing part-time work.

Great job for retired person or someone

Must be 21 or older with valid Driver’s License

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Office is located at
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

OFFICE HOURS:

Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm

“We want to thank the MBTA
and our state leaders for priori-
tizing this new platform at the
Downtown MBTA station” said
Jamie Hellen, Franklin Town
Administrator. “This project has
taken many years and a lot of co-
ordination with town staff to get
funded and constructed, but bet-
ter late than never!”

Not only is the station more
accessible, but it is now adorned
with a beautiful mural by Frank-
lin artist Kayla Nisbet, who was
selected last year by the town to
create the artwork.

“As we all know, the MBTA
Train Depot has sat vacant and
without any love for almost a de-
cade. continued Hellen. “But this
is the role of art: to help bring
color and imagination to forgot-
ten spaces, bringing life and at-
tention to a historic structure. I
can’t thank Cory Shea enough
for her tireless efforts to secure
the permission from the MBTA
to bring a beautiful mural that
both brings color and modern-
ism to the site, but also respects
the Town’s history. Kayla Nis-
bett did a great job and we know
many will enjoy this new atten-
tion to the building. If anyone is
interested in occupying the build-
ing, they should let us know and
we will work with MBTA officials
to bring life back to the Depot
Station.”

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVIGE

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service

Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

Artist Nisbet said she felt
lucky to live in a town that val-
ues public art and thanked her
slew of supporters, noting, “This
mural celebrates our town and its
namesake, Ben Franklin. More
specifically; it celebrates the 116
books that he once donated that
established America’s First Pub-
lic Library. You’ll see some of
the original titles and flourishes
from the exact books around the
mural.”

When you put artwork on
an empty building such as this
charming little station, you tend
to see the structure in a new light.
People notice the art, and then
they notice the town and then a
transformation takes place. Care
and meaning give way to respect
and wonder and excitement for
what is beyond the art.”

In an effort to strengthen con-
nections between creative busi-
nesses and the community, the
MBTA is currently seeking ten-
ants for the station’s interior.

With accessible restrooms,
convenient parking, and a prime
location in downtown Franklin,
this could be your moment to
bring new energy and activity
to this revitalized space. Want
to brainstorm? Reach out to the
Director of Arts, Culture and the
Creative Economy Cory Shea,
cshea@franklinma.gov.

Famy
O(I)’V NED A)I/VD
P ERATED

Nicholas Destito
# 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com
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Letter to the Editor:

Franklin Federated Looks to the Future

By Rev. DOREEN OUGHTON

As the pastor of Franklin Fed-
erated Church, I've been asked
a couple of important questions
lately:

1. Are we selling the build-
ing?

2. Are we closing?

The short answers are:
1. Hopefully!
2. Absolutely not.

Our congregation under-
stands that church is about the
people, not the steeple. We con-
tinue to have vibrant ministries
focused on worship, mission,
justice, service, and commu-
nity-building. What we’ve been
discerning is the future of our
building—not our faith com-
munity.

Our current building was de-
signed to host hundreds of wor-
shippers, multiple Sunday school

classes, and large gatherings
like church suppers. Today, we
have far fewer worshippers, no
Sunday school, and no in-house
suppers. Meanwhile, the build-
ing demands a growing share
of our financial and physical re-
sources—more than feels faithful
to our mission.

As part of our discernment,
we've asked: How might this
beautiful, historic space be rei-
magined to better serve our com-
munity and values?

Knowing that the town’s mas-
ter plan includes a cultural arts
center, we wondered: could our
building become that center?
The idea aligns deeply with our
values of community care, cre-
ativity, and shared space—far
more than, say, converting it to
residential housing,

We reached out to the former
town planner, and conversations
began. Since then, the town has
commissioned a feasibility study
to explore whether a cultural

arts center here could be self-
sustaining—meaning it wouldn’t
require taxpayer support. En-
couragingly, the study says
yes—and offers a vibrant vision
of how the space could host art
exhibits, performances, culinary
events, and more.

The conversation is ongoing
and will likely continue when
the new Town Council begins
its term 1n January. If the town
decides to move forward, we’ll
explore options—perhaps con-
tinuing to worship in the space
on Sunday mornings, or perhaps
finding a new home. Either way,
we are not closing. We are evolv-
ing.

We believe this transition
can free us to more fully follow
the movement of the Spirit—to
make God’s love and mercy even
more evident in and through our
community.

If you have questions or
would like to tour the building
and imagine the possibilities,
please reach out: franklin.feder-
ated@gmail.com.

DOT Drug test - BAT Alcohol testing Collection Site

DR RAPID LAB Provides MOBILE collection Services to Individuals and Employers

Pre-Employment, Random,
Reasonable Suspicion, Post Accident,
Return to Duty, Follow-Up, Court Order,
Custody, Probation

4
NN
ele k]

UR.RAPID LAB

Supports Department of Transportation and
Drug Free Policy for DOT and Non-DOT.
FTA o FRA ¢ FMCSA ¢ PHMSA o USCG

Additional services Provided: DNA Testing o Legal and Informational e Paternity / Maternity
Generational « Immigration Case collection (TPA)  Notary Service for The Commonwealth

Mobile OR at 106 Access Road, Suite 204B, Norwood
508-850-6156 e drrapidlabs.com e usdottest@drrapidlabs.com

St. John’s Christmas
Fair Saturday,
December 6

St. John’s Church Christmas
Fair is set for Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
237 Pleasant Street, Franklin.
The event will feature a live na-
tivity, with Mary, Joseph, Jesus,
and real farm animals (sheep,
goats, donkey) from 12-2 p.m.

Do your holiday shopping
in one stop: Buy gift cards from
popular restaurants and stores;
silent auction and raffle items.
Check out gift baskets with
themes like sports, spa, health
and wellness, and pet items. Give
the gift of food, wine, coffees, or

teas. Appreciate unique, hand-
made crafts? You’ll love the beau-
tiful fresh wreaths and greens, as
well as cozy scarves, mittens, and
hats.

Choose delicious treats like
cookies, fudge and other baked
goods at the Cookie Walk. Snacks
and drinks can be purchased dur-
ing the fair.

For more information, visit us
on Facebook at St John’s Epis-
copal Church, visit www.stjohn-
sfranklinma.org, or call (508)
528-2387.

For rates and info on advertising
your business,

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or
email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com

* GENERAL LEDGER
MAINTENANCE

« ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
& RECEIVABLE

e CASH FLOW
MANAGEMENT

508-344-2804

LEDGER
SOLUTIONS

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

« FINANCIAL REPORTING M O]

e Contact Us Today for a
Free Consultation!

* BANK RECONCILIATION

Sandy Scannell
Ledger Solutions

(© Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
LedgerSolutions25@gmail.com

InTuIT
QOuickBooks
CERTIFIED




Page 14

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

November 1, 2025

Franklin UMC to
Present Free Concert
November 15

Church to Also Run Coat Drive at
Locations in Town through December 6

Coming up at the Franklin United Methodist Church this
month:

¢ Community Concert @ Franklin UMC November 15: will
feature StickMan Blue feat & Kaye Kelly 7 p.m. Free. 82
West Central Street

* Community Closet@ Franklin UMC: Open for shopping on
Tuesdays 12 -2 p.m. or by appointment. 82 West Central
Street.

¢ Franklin 2025 Winter Coat Drive from November 10
through December 6th: Pcople are encouraged to donate
gently used or new coats to help Franklin- area neighbors.
Donations can be dropped off at the following Franklin

locations starting on November 10th through December
6th:

— Franklin Fire Department 40 West Central Street
— Iranklin Police Department 911 Panther Way

— Franklin United Methodist Church 82 West Central
Street

— New England Chapel 300 East Central Street
— Hockomock YMCA 45 Forge Hill Road

Coat Drive Questions: Contact Kim Mu-Chow at NECCA-
RES@NECHAPEL.ORG

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts,
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST

A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.
WHY YOU NEED A WILL

Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for
children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY

A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as
your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual
who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to
petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310
or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Franklin Energy Program
Announces New Supplier &

Lower Rates

Franklin, MA — The Town of Franklin has
signed a 36-month contract with a new electric-
ity supplier, First Point Power. Beginning with
the November 2025 meter reads, the Frank-
lin Community Choice Power Supply
Program will have a new rate of $0.139
per kWh for its standard product which
meets the state’s minimum renew-
able requirements (this is a change
in renewable energy content). The
Program will also now offer an ad-
ditional, optional product that uses
100% Massachusetts Class I Renew-
able Energy Certificates (RECs), at a
rate of $0.1659 per kWh.

The Town’s current contracted sup-
ply rate of $0.151 per kWh with Dyn-
egy Energy will expire with the November
2025 meter reads, at which time the new,
lower contracted rate with First Point Power
will take effect. This new rate is approximately
10% lower than National Grid’s current Resi-
dential Basic Service rate of $0.1548 per kWh
and 7% lower than Eversource’s current Resi-
dential Basic Service rate of $0.1488 per kWh.
Residents can expect to see an average savings of
$7 per month (National Grid) and $6 per month
(Eversource) for the months of November 2025
through January 2026.

Residents who are already enrolled do not need
to take any action to opt-in to this program with
the standard product at a rate of $0.139 per kWh.
To opt-in with the optional 100% Massachusetts
Class I Renewable Energy Certificates product at
a rate of §0.1659 per kWh, residents will need
to visit colonialpowergroup.com/franklin or call
Tirst Point Power at (888) 875-1711.

Residents who are not already enrolled but
would like to enroll will need to opt-in to the pro-
gram. To opt-in, visit colonialpowergroup.com/
franklin or call First Point Power at (888) 875-
1711.

Anyone who is enrolled will see the new rate
and “First Point Power” printed under the “Sup-
ply Services” section of their December 2025 bill.

The Franklin Community Choice Power Sup-
ply Program has no fees or charges. However,
anyone switching from a contract with a third-
party supplier may be subject to penalties or early
termination fees charged by that supplier. Rate-
payers should verify terms before switching.

Basic Service rates with National Grid and
Eversource change twice a year or more, depend-
ing on rate class. As a result, the aggregation rate
with First Point Power may not always be lower
than the Basic Service rate. The goal of the aggre-
gation is to deliver savings over the life of the pro-

gram against

National Grid Basic Service. However, future
savings cannot be guaranteed. Participants in the
program are able to opt-out or re-enroll at any
time.

National Grid has several programs to help
income-eligible families and customers needing
special assistance meet their energy needs. To
learn more visit nationalgridus.com/MA-Home/
Bill-Help/Payment-Assistance-Programs.

Residents may visit colonialpowergroup.com/
franklin or call (866) 485-5858 ext. 1 to learn more
about Franklin’s Community Choice Power Sup-
ply Program, to opt-in or opt-out, or to change
product selection.

Residents may also visit the Town of Franklin’s
Municipal Aggregation website at: https://www.
franklinma.gov/163/Municipal-Aggregation

Franklin launched its electricity program in
November 2020 in an effort to develop an en-
ergy program that would be stable, affordable
and incorporate renewable energy. From incep-
tion through March 2025, the Program has saved
residents and small businesses over $16.6 million
in electricity costs as compared to National Grid
Basic Service.

About Colonial Power Group

Based in Marlborough, Mass., Colonial Power
Group is the leading aggregation-consulting firm
in Massachusetts. Colonial Power has been work-
ing with local governments since 2002 in the
design, implementation and management of mu-
nicipal aggregation programs.

GET NOTICED!

For rates and info on advertising your business, please call Jen at

508-570-6544 or email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Lownes to Do Demo for Franklin
Art Association November 5th

Jossy Lownes, Landscape.

The Franklin Art Associa-
tion welcomes the public to our
monthly public art demonstra-
tion featuring this month on
Wednesday, November 5, Jossy
Lownes, both a painter and
teacher. She has been a pro-
fessional artist for the past 30
years; painting most of her time
in Arizona and Rhode Island.
Summers on an island give her
mnspiration for her landscapes
and non-representational work.
Her figurative pieces reflect her
feelings for the single life, as
well as relationships. She paints
the human figure and groups to
show the human desire for com-
panionship and enjoying life to-
gether.

She has school background
from Arizona State College and
her master’s from the University
of Illinois. She holds member-
ships in the Utah Watercolor
Society, Western Watercolor
Societies and the Sonoran Arts
League.

The public is invited to attend
her art demonstration at the
Franklin Senior Center at 6:30
p-m., Nov.5th. The FAA encour-
ages members and the public to
attend. Refreshments are served
at the break, and we have an on-
going FAA Scholarship Fund to
which attendees are invited to
contribute.

Jossy Lownes,
Floral.

Jossy Lownes,
Urban Landscape.

Upcoming Fallen Heroes KIA
Dates and Remembrance
Ceremonies

In honor of the 45 Franklin Veterans who made the ultimate sac-
rifice while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, remembrance ceremo-
nies are held on the anniversary of their KIA date. The ceremonies
are led by members of the American Legion Post 75 and VFW Post
3402 and are held at 9 a.m. on the Veterans Memorial Walkway on
the Franklin Town Common. Family members, friends and members
of the community are all welcome to attend. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the ceremony will be postponed to the next day.

November 6 — Jay Stone Davis — WWI
November 7 — Lawrence J. Clark — WWI
November 11 — Daniel E. McCahill - WWII
November 30 — Robert L. Cummings — WWII

endetti
Collision Center

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater
Boston area.

» Free Estimates « We work on most makes and models
« Towing Available « Detailing services
« Rental Assistance o Lifetime warranty

* 4.9 stars on google e State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County
—_ Choose Vendetti Collision Center

vou We handle your car with the best of

care every step of the way

Plaﬁning arﬂ prieparing your Estate'-‘.tgm
iS4 gift BOiyoutSelf and aigift to yolsfaniily
_‘_.,Lwhich brings peace ‘ofimind tofeVeryone:

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will A
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect
your children, your home and all of your assets. As a seasoned I]l

personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect
you or any of your loved ones.

—
—

LIAM LT I 1A
Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future. i esiviis

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477 | cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com | franklinlawgroupma.com
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

A Season of Gratitude

By Gina WOELFEL

b.LUXE Owner Heather Cohen on
What's Inspiring Her this Fall...

November always makes us
pause and reflect on what we’re
thankful for, not just in life, but
here at b.LUXE. What started
as a dream has grown into some-
thing bigger than all of us could
have imagined, and that’s be-
cause of the people who show up
every day.

When you enter the salon,
you’ll see over 35 women who
genuinely, wholeheartedly sup-
port and respect each other.
There’s laughter, collaboration,
and real encouragement. Clients
feel it the moment they walk in.

Our Team - The Heart of b.LUXE
“What makes our team spe-
cial isn’t just talent, it’s how we
show up for each other,” says
Heather. “Jumping in to help
during a busy Saturday, celebrat-
ing wins, or problem-solving
together when challenges arise,
there’s a genuine care that runs
through everything we do. It’s
the kind of environment where
everyone feels valued, and that
energy radiates to every person
who walks through our doors.”

o

When asked to pinpoint one
thing she’s especially proud of|
Heather told me, “Watching our
team work and grow together to
help the junior staff and appren-
tices become confident stylists
and estheticians. We don’t refer
to our clients as ‘mine’ or ‘yours’,
we take care of every client to-
gether. That spirit is what makes
this place so exciting.”

Behind the Scenes

Running b.LUXE takes a
village, and Heather knows she
has the right people at the helm.
“Angie, our salon manager, is the
glue that holds everything to-
gether,” she says. “She somehow
manages to coordinate a million
moving parts while keeping our
front desk team in sync so no cli-
ent ever feels overlooked. I really
don’t know what I'd do without
her!”

“And speaking of our front
desk team, you know how some
people just have that gift of mak-
ing you feel welcome the second
you walk in? That’s them,” says
Heather. “They keep things run-
ning smoothly even when we’re
completely slammed. The whole
b.LUXE experience starts right
there at the front desk, and we
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mean it when we say we’d be lost
without them.”

A Salon That Gives Back

“From the beginning, I wanted
b.LUXE to be more than a place
to get your hair done, I wanted
it to be somewhere people grow,
learn, and feel supported, and
that includes giving back to the
community,” says Heather. “This
year, we've continued supporting
organizations like PAWS New
England, The Medway Food
Pantry, Franklin Food Pantry,
Stairs for Troops, The Santa
Foundation, Gilly’s House in
Wrentham, The Hummingbird
Foundation, and many of our
surrounding towns’ sports teams
and school programs. We also
fund our yearly scholarship with
The Martello Institute of Beauty
in Cancun, Mexico, covering two
full cosmetology tuitions. Being
the helping hand that helps fu-
ture stylists pursue their dreams
has always meant a lot to me.”

Wigs and Toppers: A Mission Close
to My Heart

“Of everything at b.LUXE,
our Wigs and Toppers program
has really become something
special to me,” says Heather.
“After my own hair loss during
rheumatoid arthritis treatment,
I knew I wanted to help others
going through the same thing.
This year, we partnered with
organizations like the Susan
G. Komen Foundation, Gloria
Gemma Breast Cancer Founda-
tion, Dana-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, and hospitals across Boston
to help women facing medical or
age-related hair loss.”

She continues, “Recently, I
had the honor of being nation-
ally featured on NBC News for
this work. Seeing our mission
recognized across the U.S. was
humbling, and honestly a bit
surrecal. But the real reward is
still sitting with a client, hear-
ing her story, and helping her
feel like herself again.” Heather
often tells her team, “Hair is
never just about looks, it’s about
confidence, dignity, and feeling
whole again.”

Our Clients and Community

“To our clients: thank you for
trusting us,” says Heather. “You
share your wedding days, your

VISIT b.LUXE

Grab a Gift Card
For the Holidays!

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

Donate to The
Santa Foundation

fresh-start cuts, your vulnerable
moments, and everything in be-
tween. That trust means every-
thing to us.”

She continues, “I also want to
give a huge shout-out to Med-
way and our surrounding Me-
troWest communities. We’re so
lucky to be part of a town that
truly supports local businesses
and shows up for each other.
From our amazing neighbors
here at the Medway Mills to fel-
low business owners who cheer
us on, to the people who stop by
just to say hello, this community
has embraced b.LUXE in ways
I never expected. You've cel-
ebrated our wins, referred your
friends and family, and made us
feel like we truly belong here.
That kind of support doesn’t go
unnoticed, and we’re so grateful
to call Medway home.”

“And if you haven't heard yet,
we're running our most popular
special, now through the end of
the year: Buy 3, Get 1 FREE on all
retail products. Stock up on your
favorites or get a head start on
holiday gifting!”

Heather adds, “This holiday
season, we're proud to support
The Santa Foundation, and we’d
love your help donating to fami-
lies in need. Scan the QR code
above for their donation link.
I'm so grateful for each of you.
Thank you for being part of this
journey and making b.LUXE
what it 1s today.”

With gratitude,
Heather Cohen
Owner, b.LUXE Hair and Makeup

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submtted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.
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Join in Moonlight
Bliss at Franklin
Food Pantry
November 6th

Come out to join us for a fun
start to your friends night out.
Bring a friend or come alone to
have some laughs and spread a
little paint. All experience levels
welcome.

Time & Location
November 6, 2025, 5-7 p.m.
Franklin Food Pantry, 341 W
Central St, Franklin

About the event

Come out to enjoy an evening

filled with a delightful blend of

music and painting, setting the
perfect tone for a memorable
night out with friends and family.

This unique event inspires
creativity and fosters connec-
tlons among attendees, so gather
your loved ones, unleash your
creativity, while enjoying a won-
derful evening together!

Visit  https://www.paint-
ingvenus.art/event-details/
moonlight-bliss-1 to purchase
tickets.

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544
to run in our Newspaper!

One Hour of 168

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 10 a.m., FUSF

Amid busy schedules and
constant demands, the one
hour a week we spend together
in worship shapes our perspec-
tives and strengthens our bonds
throughout the remaining 167
hours. Please join us as FUSF
member Peter Dennis leads
a discussion celebrating this
hour as a unique opportunity
for reflection and growth, both
individually and as a loving
community.

Peter Dennis is a member
of FUSFE. The author and sales
consultant works at Babson Col-
lege as Senior Director for Bab-
son’s Professional & Executive
Education.

The First Universalist So-
ciety in Franklin (FUSF), 262
Chestnut Street, Franklin, is a
Unitarian Universalist Welcom-
ing Congregation. Our Minister
is Reverend Beverly Waring, For
more information, please visit

Fusf.org, email info@fusf.org or
call (508) 528-5348.

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Events
for November

Friendsgiving

Thursday November 6th from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p-m. at Franklin TV and Radio 23 Hutchinson

Street, Franklin

Join us as we have our very own friendsgiving! If
you would like to bring a side dish or dessert, please

Queer Book Club

Wednesday November 19th from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at Iranklin TV and Radio 23 Hutchin-

son Street, Franklin. Join us as we discuss Myra

bring an ingredient list due to food allergies.

Breckenridge, by Gore Vidal. This book is available
in print, as an ebook, and as an audiobook.
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November Happenings at
Franklin Historical Museum

Sat. Nov. 15 -The
SATURDAY ‘Second
Sunday Speaker Series’--
The Early Days of the
FranklinY

But long-before the 1988 Y
at Forge Hill came into exis-
tence, the Y was a vital part of
the Franklin Community that
actually got its start in 1901. Joe
Landry, will deliver this talk and
slide show called. “The YMCA
in Franklin: The Early Years.”
Joe will delve into the build-
ing, the lore, the personalities
and the times in which this Y --
aimed especially at the needs of
young men -- was a vital com-
munity resource. The program
starts at 1:15.

e

Don Krishnaswami is one of the
renowned string musicians that
comprise the LiveARTS String
Quartet, back for a performance
at the Franklin Historical
Museum at 3 p.m. on November
16th. The concert is free, but
donations are accepted.

On November 15th, Joe Landry will give a historic talk on the rich
background of the YMCA in Franklin.

Sun. Nov. 16 - Music at
the Museum, LiveARTS
String Quartet

The LiveARTS String Quar-
tet 1s back!! Come hear world-
class musicians perform string
quartet masterworks by Mozart,
Beethoven, and Brahms. Ad-
mission to this single concert is
free, with voluntary donations
gratefully received. Donate
through the QR code and help
the LASQ) establish a regular
concert series in Franklin! The
museum 1is open for extended
hours, from 1-5. The perfor-
mance will begin at 3 p.m.

CINEMA 80, final
Showing in the Italian
Film Festival

In cooperation with the
Sons and Daughters of Italy in

America Lodge, the museum

will show a free Italian-themed
film on Saturday Nov. 1 at 4 p.m.
Check the museum website or
Facebook page for changes.

The Franklin Historical
Museum i1s located at 80 West
Central Street, Franklin. The
museum 1s open Saturday
mornings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
(except as noted above), Sunday
afternoons from 1-4 p.m., and,
experimentally, most Thursdays
from noon to Sp.m. (ring the
bell).

When visiting the museum,
please consider donating a non-
perishable item for the Iranklin
Food Pantry.

Questions? Contact Alan
Earls at (508) 560-3786. Visit us
online at https://www.franklin-
museum]1778.org

LiveARTS String Quartet
Returns to Franklin for Classical

Masterworks Program
"

Franklin, MA - The Franklin-
based LiveART'S String Quartet
1s pleased to announce that it will
appear in concert on November
16,2025, at 3 p.m. at the Frank-
lin Historical Museum, 80 West
Central St. in Franklin. Admis-
sion to the concert is free, with
voluntary donations at the door

gratefully accepted.
The program will include
masterworks by Mozart,

Beethoven, and Brahms, offer-
ing a rich and engaging experi-
ence for music lovers.

Founded in 2009 by violist
Donald Krishnaswami, the
LiveARTS String Quartet fea-
tures some of the Boston area’s
finest professional string play-
ers. The members of the Quar-
tet include Gregory Vitale and

Katherine Winterstein, violins,
Donald Krishnaswami, viola,
and guest cellist Emmanuel
Feldman.

Born of Franklin’s popular
LiveARTS concert series, the
group served as the organiza-
tion’s string quartet-in-residence
from 2009 until LiveARTS’ dis-
solution in 2025. For twenty-
five years, LiveARTS brought
world-class classical chamber
music performances to the
Franklin community. Now
operating independently, the
LiveARTS String Quartet is
working to build a regular sea-
son of exceptional live perfor-
mances to audiences in Franklin
and other southwestern suburbs
of Boston, maintaining the high
artistic standards established

GET NOTICED!

during its time with LiveARTS.

Those who are excited at
the prospect of the LiveARTS
String Quartet growing out of
the foundation that LiveARTS
built, are encouraged to be-
come pioneer donors, helping
establish the LASQ) as a perma-
nent presence in the commu-
nity. Visit https://tinyurl.com/
LiveArtsString4 to donate, or
contact Donald Krishnaswami
at liveartsma@gmail.com.

Join the LiveARTS String
Quartet in concert on Sunday;,
November 16, 2025, at 3 p.m.
at the Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central Street,
Franklin. Admission is free, with
voluntary donations gratefully
accepted at the door.

For rates and info on advertising your business,
please call Jen at 508-570-6544
or email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Franklin Newcomers
50th & Final Craft
Fair, November 8th

Come support local artisans
in your community and local
non-profit organizations by at-
tending the Franklin Newcom-
ers & Iriends 50th Annual Craft
Fair. This will be the last year the
Franklin Newcomers, which is
disbanding, will hold this event.
Next year, they will pass the torch
to Rotary Club of Franklin, MA.

Our juried Craft Fair will be
held Saturday, November 8th
from 9 am. to 3 p.m.The Fair

will be located at Tri-County
High School, 147 Pond Street in
Franklin. There is a §3 entry fee
for anyone over 12 years of age.

We typically showcase close
to 70 Artisans. In addition, you’ll
find our bake and raffle tables
located near the entrance. All
proceeds are donated to local
charitable organizations. Also,
we will accept donated items for
the Franklin Food Pantry at the

entrance.

Visions of a Master: Tommaso Juglaris

at the Library and Beyond

Through November 20, 2025

Join the Franklin Public Library for a
special exhibit honoring Italian-born mu-
ralist Tommaso Juglaris, whose stunning
1904 mural, A Grecian Festwal, adorns the
library’s historic Reading Gallery. Dis-
cover the fascinating life of this trans-
atlantic artist, who taught in Boston,
painted state capitols, and shaped a gen-

eration of American painters.

Franklin Turkey Trot Gets Thanksgiving Day Up & Running

Franklin, MA —Registration
1s now open for the annual Frank-
lin Turkey Trot, a family-friendly
fun run to benefit Franklin Food
Pantry held on Thanksgiving
morning, Thursday, November
27,2025, at 8 a.m.

All levels and abilities are wel-
come. Participants can enjoy a
light breakfast, raffle prizes, and

medals for each age bracket after
the run — and NEW this year — a
prize for best costume! All pro-
ceeds from the event will directly
benefit the Franklin Food Pantry:.

Event Details:

e What: Franklin Turkey Trot

* When: Thursday, Novem-
ber 27, 2025, at 8 a.m.

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

12 Months

No Interest
No Payments
Free Estimates

Get Instant Estimate Online
@ https://robertevansjrinc.com/

Or Call

508-877-3500

Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
CSL 056746
HIC 108807

On 28 Square Feet or More
Exp. November 30, 2025 Offers May Not be Combined

ROOFING - @DUN@ WUNW@

* Where:  Start and finish
from The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints,
91 Jordan Road, Franklin,
MA 02056

Registration:

* Register Online at www.
franklinturkeytrot.org,  in-
person at 91 Jordan Road,

ADOEING, SIDING, WINDOWS & MORE

EST. 1992

Franklin, MA, on Novem-
ber 26, 2025, from 7 to 9
p.m., or on race day from

6:30 to 7:30 a.m.

Sponsorship opportunities
arc also available. Last year,
nearly 1,000 people participated
in the Franklin Turkey Trot.
Businesses interested in gaining
valuable name recognition while

supporting the Franklin Food
Pantry can contact Jen Johnson
at jjohnson@franklinfoodpan-
try.org .

The Franklin Food Pantry
extends a special thank you to
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in Franklin for
hosting and helping to organize
this event.

Lifetime

Roof Guarantee
Get a FREE Upgrade to a

Certainleed

SAINT-GOBAIN

Lifetime Guarantee

Offers May Not be Combined
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November 2025 Highlights at
Franklin Public Library

Franklin Public Library’s 2025 Reading Challenge!

November: Cultivate Kindness!

Welcome to the Franklin Public Library’s sec-
ond Annual Reading Challenge! For each monthly
prompt that you complete and submit on time you
will receive a Free Book Coupon that’s good at
the library’s Book Sale. Submissions MUST be
submitted by the last day of each month in order
to qualify for that month’s Free Book Coupon. For
complete details, visit our website! Grand prizes
made possible by the Friends of the Franklin Li-
brary!

Franklin Public Library VITA: Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance

We Need You! for the IRS Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance and Tax Counseling for the El-
derly programs... better known as VITA and
TCE.

Many volunteer roles are available. You can
help as a greeter, an interpreter, and many other
roles, but most of all, we need tax preparers.
Training for certification is provided!

Learn more at https://www.irs.gov/individu-
als/irs-tax-volunteers or email site coordinator
Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@minlib.net

ESL & Adult Literacy Program

The Franklin Public Library has started an
English as a Second Language and Adult Liter-
acy Program to serve Franklin and its surround-
ing communities. Volunteers and students do not
need to be Franklin residents. If interested, fill out
the registration form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

DINO-vember Party Saturday, November 15, 10:30
a.m.

Petite Picassos Monday, November 17, 4 p.m.,
ages 6-12, Registration Required.

Fairytale Fun Saturday, November 22, 10:30 a.m.

Special Events for Teens

Teensgiving Wednesday, November 19, 5 p.m.
Bring along your favorite snack and your appetite
and kick off the thanksgiving holiday with friends!

Special Events for Adults

Painting for Adults Saturday November 1, 1 p.m.,
Registration Required.

Watercolors Workshop Monday November 3 & 24,
6 p.m., Registration Required

Restoring the Promise: A Discussion About

Immigration Policy & the Path Forward Tuesday
November 4, 6:30 p.m.

Craftalong for Adults Saturday November 8, 2
p.m. Registration Required.

Special Events for All Ages

Chess Club Saturday November 1, 2:30 p.m. All ages
and ability levels are welcomed.

Slime Time November 12, 1 p.m.

Holiday Heroes! An Interactive Adventure! No-
vember 13, 1 p.m., with local heroes from the
TFranklin Fire Department to prepare for a safe
and healthy holiday season!

Science Chefs Make Butter Saturday November 22,
2p.m.

Santa Story Walk Saturday November 29,
10:30 a.m., family program

Franklin Library Book Sale
Friday, November 14th, 1-5 p.m. Saturday,
November 15th, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Books $1

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, November 15th, 1-4
p.m.

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544

to run in our Newspaper!

ds

Happy Thanksgiving!

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - HOT WATER - INDOOR AIR QUALITY

A
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More!

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions &

BT

lower carbon footprint, it's the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick « 508-653-5050 - 800-262-6462 - coanoil.com

Franklin Senior
Center Highlights for

November

The Franklin Senior Center
is located at 10 Daniel McCa-
hill St., Franklin. Reach them at
(508) 520-4945.

November 3, 1:30 p.m., 50+ Job
Seekers: Protecting Yourself from
Job Scams

November 4, 10:30-12:30 p.m.,
Senior Players

November 5, 1 p.m., Joe Landry
Talks, Schools of Franklin: The
Early Years

November 7, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Caregiver Appreciation Day:
All programs canceled, Cafe
closed--We'’re inviting all care-
givers! Those caring for parents,
spouses, grandparents, or loved
ones, please join us for a special
day of recognition, relaxation,
and gratitude. Mini Spa & Well-
ness Services, Refreshments,
Raffles & Giveaways, Entertain-
ment & Music, Resource Tables
& Community Support. FREE
ADMISSION « ALL CARE-
GIVERS WELCOME, RSVP
Appreciated—RSVP required
for your loved one in our dedi-
cated activity room while you are
here.

November 12, 1 p.m., Commu-
nity Connect with Franklin Fire
Department: Come learn about
Community Connect and create
a profile to enter your informa-
tion so first responders can most
effectively help you in the event
of an emergency.

November 13, 1-2 p.m., Intro to
Amigurumi Crochet; 4 p.m. PIZZA
& MOVIE, $5: Superman 2025
November 14, 1:30 p.m., Panel
Discussion on Italian Immigrant
Experiences, filmed by Franklin
TV. 5-6 panelists. Hosted by Sons
& Daughters of Italy

November 17, 1:30 p.m., 50+ Job
Seekers: All About LinkedIn Profile
and Job Search

November 18, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.,
Senior Players Performance, be-
gins at 11

November 18, 1 p.m.,
Understanding Key Differences
Between Caregiver Companions,
PCAs, HHAs, and CNAs

November 19, 12:30 p.m., Reiki
Meditation, 1 p.m., Memory Café
with live entertainment by Steve
McGovern

November 20, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m,,
Senior Players Performance, be-
ginsat 11

November 21, 11 a.m., Beatlema-
nia & Friendsgiving, $10, FREE
professional photos by Vicario Stu-
dio, with Abbey Road backdrop,
full turkey dinner and pumpkin
pie, live entertainment featuring
Studio Two, tribute band of The
Beatles

A TFranklin family is facing
eviction on top of struggling
with health problems, Local
Town Pages learned, thanks to
a submission. Dawn Megna,
and her husband Rick are
currently both out of work,
diagnosed within 15 months
of each other with lung can-
cer. Their friend Dawn, who
created a Go FundMe for the
couple, writes, “They’re good
hearted and hard-working
people who are in the midst
of the most challenging time

Franklin Family
Needs Help

of their lives. They desper-
ately need assistance, and I'm
reaching out to anyone who
could help me get the word
out about their current pre-
dicament ... They also have
a teenage daughter Ashley
who i1s medically disabled. It’s
a tough situation all around
and I’'m trying to do my part
to help them.”

If you would like to donate
to help the Megnas, visit

GoFundMe https://go-
fund.me/4482¢15ab.
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Resilient Rhythms: A Teen’s Story of Strength Through Dance

Franklin, MA — Franklin
High School junior Tanavi Balaji
recently marked a remarkable
milestone with her Arangetram,
the traditional solo debut in
Bharatanatyam, one of India’s
oldest and most revered classical
dance forms. Known for its intri-
cate movements, expressive sto-
rytelling, and rhythmic precision,
Bharatanatyam demands years
of dedication and discipline.

The Arangetram, which
means “ascending the stage,”
represents a dancer’s formal
graduation after years of rigor-
ous training. Tanavi began her
journey at age five and delivered
a performance that was both
powerful and graceful, leaving
the audience mesmerized by her
artistry and emotional depth.

Her extraordinary dedication
drew recognition from Mass.
State Rep. Jeffrey N. Roy, who
presented her with an accolade,
and Mass. State Senator Rebecca
L. Rausch, who honored her for
her artistic achievements and
contributions to cultural enrich-
ment. Both leaders praised her
for using art to inspire others
and foster the well-being of the

community. The celebration was
further graced by Professor Kaye
Kelly, Senior Faculty at Berklee
College of Music, who spoke of

dance as a transformative force
that softens hearts and unites
people through its universal lan-

guage.

FHS Junior Tanavi Balaji
recently reached the level of
performing her Arangetram,
the traditional solo debut in
Bharatanatyam. She is shown
with Berklee Professor Kaye
Kelly above and Rep. Jeff Roy
left. All are from Franklin.

Beyond her technical skill and
stage presence, Tanavi dedicated
her Arangetram to promoting
emotional & mental resilience,

highlighting
dance as a uni-
versal language
of healing and
expression.
“Dance allows us
to feel, express,
and come to-
gether,” she said.
“It transforms
every emotion,

whether joy,
sadness, hope,
or love, into

strength that up-
lifts and inspires
communities.”

“In  today’s
ever-changing
world, it is im-
portant to pause
and celebrate
what brings us together through
art, culture, and compassion,”
Tanavi added. Her Arangetram
was both a personal triumph and
a testament to resilience, inclusiv-
ity, and the power of art to unite
communities. Moments like these
remind us that creativity and cul-
ture can inspire, heal, and leave a
lasting impact on all who experi-
ence them.

ARIGNA
RISH pub

& coal frRe Krcchen

SCAN.GR CODE TO APPLY

STILVACCERTINGAPPLICATIONS

36 MILLISTON RD

(ROCHE BROS, PLAZA)
ARIGNAIRISHPUB.COM
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Ten FHS Students Commended by National Merit
Scholarship Corporation

One Named Semifinalist for Merit Scholar

Award

Franklin, MA - A Franklin
High School student was named
as a Semifinalist for a National
Merit Scholarship by National
Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC), while 10 fellow seniors
were honored as Commended
Students.

The 10 Franklin High seniors
recognized as Commended Stu-
dents by NMSC as part of its
2026 National Merit Scholarship
Program include the following:
Arden Meyer, Ridika Gandla,
Aodhfionn Downs, Charles
Nash, Krithi Rajesh, Emma An-
derson, Arsh Tyagi, Jonathan
Mabardy, Keshan Kumar and
Pranava Ponvinayagan.

They join about 34,000
Commended Students from
throughout the country who are
now being honored by NMSC
for their exceptional academic
promise. They were originally
identified from a group of 50,000

top finishers in the 2024 National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test, also known as the Prelimi-
nary SAT, serving as the initial
screen of program entrants.
Franklin High School senior
Gavin Warnakulasooriya was
named as a Semifinalist for a
National Merit Scholarship after
taking the Preliminary SAT.
NMSC recently named more
than 16,000 Semifinalists in the
2026 National Merit Scholarship
Program, who each have an op-
portunity to further demonstrate
high academic achievement and
leadership in an application for
6,930 National Merit Scholar-
ships worth nearly $26 million,
along with the title of Merit
Scholar. (More than 1.3 million
juniors took the Preliminary SAT
last year; meaning the nationwide
pool of semifinalists represents
about 1% of U.S. high school

seniors.)

Franklin High School senior
Gavin Warnakulasooriya

was named Semifinalist for a
National Merit Scholarship after
taking the Preliminary SAT.
(Photos Courtesy Franklin Public
Schools)

Superintendent  Lucas
Giguere and Principal Maria
Weber congratulated Franklin
High School’s 10 Commended
Students and its National Merit
Scholarship Semifinalist.

WELCOME KEN SPERBER, MD

Now Accepting New Patients

next generation of physicians.

Family Medicine.

Milford Regional Physician Group is
pleased to welcome Ken Sperber, MD to
Franklin-Wrentham Family Medicine.

." UMass Memorial Health

MILFORD REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Board certified in family medicine, Dr. Sperber earned his
medical degree from the MCP Hahnemann School of Medicine,
Allegheny University of the Health Sciences in Philadelphia, PA,
and completed his family practice residency at Virtua Memorial
Hospital Burlington County in Mount Holly, NJ.

With more than 20 years of experience in primary care,
Dr. Sperber has been a trusted physician with Brown Health
Medical Group, Hillside Family Medicine in Pawtucket, RI, where
he cared for patients of all ages. In addition, he has served as
clinical faculty at both Brown University Medical School and
Dartmouth University Medical School, helping to train the

Dr. Sperber looks forward to bringing his compassionate,
comprehensive approach to patient care at Franklin-VWrentham

FRANKLIN-WRENTHAM FAMILY MEDICINE
440 East Central Street * Franklin, MA
508-298-1300 * milfordregionalphysicians.org

Milford Regional
Physician Group

Ken Sperber, MD

To schedule

an appointment,
please call
508-298-1300

Ten students from Franklin High School were named Commended
Students by National Merit Scholarship Corporation. From left to right,
Arden Meyer, Ridika Gandla, Aodhfionn Downs, Charles Nash, Krithi
Rajesh, Emma Anderson, Arsh Tyagi, Jonathan Mabardy and Keshan
Kumar. Pranava Ponvinayagan (not pictured) was also honored as a

Commended Student.

“I am thrilled to see our stu-
dents acknowledged for their
dedication, hard work and
achievements,” Principal Weber
sald in congratulating the stu-
dents. “Their accomplishments
in the classroom are inspiring
and demonstrate their outstand-
ing potential.”

“We are immensely proud
of our Franklin High School

seniors who earned recognition
from NMSC as a Commended
Student or National Merit
Scholarship Semifinalist,” said
Superintendent Giguere. “These
academic achievements are a
demonstration of the drive, hard
work, and talents of our students.
We're grateful that they are all
now being celebrated for these
accomplishments.”

competitions.

and membership information.

Enjoy Photography?
Check Out Stony
Brook Camera Club

The Stony Brook Camera Club meets in-person and/or vir-
tually on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. from September to June. In
person meetings are held at the Anglican Church of the Re-
deemer, 195 Main Street, IFranklin, Mass. Our meetings feature
speakers, competitions, image studies, and discussions of general
interest. We also sponsor a number of photography activities and
workshops throughout the year.

SBCC includes and welcomes members of all abilities.

Highlights for November include “Digital Apps for Planning
Photo Shoots,” with Paul Nguyen, on November 13th, an Image
Study with Ray Guillette on November 20th and a number of

See our website: stonybrookcc.com for a calendar of events

[APPY Sg:.

THANRSQIVING DAY
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We are the l/oice of Your Community!

Since 2008, Our Town Publishing

DONATE

by PHONE
or ONLINE

TODAY! 4

has proudly delivered There’s no better way to stay
LocalTownPages, FREE PRESS & The YankeeXpress connected with what’s ha ppen in g
to over 182,000 homes and businesses. . -
We share hyper-local stories that connect in your community and support the
U ST U EOUILIES, future of trusted local journalism!

With the rising costs of printing and postage,
free community news is under pressure.
With your support, we can continue
delivering trusted local journalism to
every resident and business in 28 towns,
AT NO COST, right to your doorstep.

PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION TODAY.
Every contribution, big or small, makes an impact! —

Your support is appreciated. If you have any questions about
Our First
Support Local Newspaper Campaign,
feel free to contact me.

With gratitude,
Jen Schofield, Publisher
jenschofield@localtownpages.com

M)

SUPPORT

SEND DONATION TO:

Local Town Pages
9 Industrial Road, Suite 107, Milford MA 01757

OR SCAN QR CODE

https://bit.ly/SupportTheNewspaper
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By RoGer M. Karpawy, M.D
MiLrorD FRANKLIN EYE CENTER

Glaucoma is one of the lead-
ing causes of preventable blind-
ness, affecting millions of people
worldwide. Often called the “si-
lent thief of sight,” glaucoma
usually develops slowly and
without symptoms. By the time
people notice vision changes, sig-
nificant and irreversible damage
may already have occurred.

So, what exactly is glaucoma,
and how is it treated today? Let’s
take a closer look at this common
but serious eye condition—and
the many advanced treatments
now available.

What Is Glaucoma?

Inside your eye, a clear fluid
called aqueous humor circulates
to nourish tissues and maintain
healthy pressure. Normally, this
fluid drains through tiny chan-
nels. In glaucoma, those channels
become blocked or don’t work

Living Healthy

What It Is and How to Treat It

properly. Pressure builds up and
damages the optic nerve—the
cable that carries visual signals
from your eye to your brain.

The most common type,
called open-angle glaucoma, de-
velops slowly over time. Other
forms, like angle-closure glau-
coma or normal-tension glau-
coma, are less common but can
also cause vision loss.

How Is Glaucoma Detected?
Because glaucoma often has
no warning signs, regular eye
exams are essential. Your eye
doctor can measure your eye
pressure, examine your optic
nerve, perform a visual field
test, and use imaging (like OCT
scans) to look for early damage.
Detecting glaucoma early is the
best way to preserve your vision.

Treatment Options

The main goal in treating
glaucoma is to lower eye pres-
sure and protect the optic nerve.

Fortunately, there are now many
options—from simple eye drops
to sophisticated laser and surgical
procedures.

1. Eye Drops

Eye drops are usually the first
line of defense. They either help
your eye drain fluid better or slow
down its production.

* Prostaglandin Analogs (like
latanoprost,  bimatoprost,
and travoprost): These are
among the most common
and effective  glaucoma
drops. They’re typically
used once a day and can
lower eye pressure well.
Some patients may notice
red eyes, longer eyelashes,
or a slight darkening of the
iris or eyelid.

Now, there’s an exciting new
advancement: iDose TR—a
tiny injectable device placed
inside the eye that slowly re-

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.

508-528-3344

Mark Barsamian, D.0.

QH

Shalin Zia, 0.D.

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Saturday &

Donald L. Conn, 0.D.

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.
508-473-7939

EYE CENTER

BECAUSE YOUR EYES DESERVE THE BEST

NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES

Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. PurviPatel, 0.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.
508-528-3344

After Hours
Available

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

MEDFIELD OFFICE  SURGERY CENTER MILFORD|
258 Main St.
508-528-3344

145 West St.
508-381-6040

GLAUCOMA TREATMENT

leases medication over many
months, so patients don’t
have to use daily drops. An-
other long-lasting option is
Durysta, a biodegradable
implant that steadily deliv-
ers medicine inside the eye.
These treatments reduce the
burden of daily drop use
and help maintain consis-
tent eye pressure.

Beta Blockers (like timo-
lol): These reduce the eye’s
fluid production. They’re
effective but can sometimes
cause fatigue, slower heart
rate, or breathing issues in
patients with asthma.

* Alpha Agonists (like Brimo-
nidine) and Carbonic Anhy-
drase Inhibitors (like Dor-
zolamide): These drops also
lower eye pressure in differ-
ent ways, though they can
cause dryness, mild stinging,
or allergic reactions in some
patients.

For those who struggle to
remember daily drops or ex-
perience side effects, these new
sustained-release options are
changing how we manage glau-
coma and are quickly replacing
drops as first line of treatment:

2. Laser Treatment (SLT)

Selective Laser Trabeculo-
plasty, or SLT, is a gentle, in-
office laser procedure that helps
the eye’s natural drainage sys-
tem work better. It takes only a
few seconds, is painless, and can
lower pressure just as well as daily
drops for many patients. SLT is
safe, repeatable, and eliminates
the need to remember medica-
tions (drops)—it’s a great choice
for many patients. SLT is quickly
replacing drops as first line treat-
ment for glaucoma.

3. Minimally Invasive Glaucoma
Surgery (MIGS)

For patients needing more
pressure reduction—or those
already having cataract sur-
gery—MIGS procedures are an
excellent option. These involve
placing tiny stents or micro-
devices (like the 1Stent, Hydrus
Microstent, or Xen Gel Stent) to
improve drainage through small,
self-sealing incisions. Recovery is
usually quick, and the risks are
lower than with traditional sur-
geries.

4. Advanced Glaucoma Surgeries
In more advanced cases, or
when other treatments aren’t
enough, traditional surgeries can
achieve stronger pressure control.

* Trabeculectomy: This sur-
gery creates a new pathway
for fluid to drain from the
eye.

¢ Aqueous Shunt or Tube
Implants: These use small
drainage tubes to help fluid
leave the eye safely.

Although these procedures
require close follow-up, they re-
main highly effective for patients
with advanced glaucoma, how-
ever they are risky procedures.

In Summary

The good news is that glau-
coma care has advanced tremen-
dously. From effective drops and
innovative implants like iDose
TR and Durysta, to gentle laser
treatments and modern micro-
surgeries, we have more tools
than ever to protect your sight.

The key is early detection and
ongoing care. Regular eye exams
allow your doctor to catch glau-
coma before it causes permanent
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damage and to tailor treatment
to your specific needs.

At Milford Franklin Eye
Center, we are committed to
offering the latest advance-
ments in glaucoma care, in-
cluding iDose TR. We are
proud to have performed one
of the first iDose TR proce-
dures in New England at our
Cataract and Surgery Center
of Milford. As a leader in ad-
vanced eye care technology, we
are thrilled to be among the
pioneers of this groundbreak-
ing treatment. Our surgery
and surgeon were featured in a
segment broadcasted on Chan-
nel 5 TV. We are available for
second opinions and dedicated
to providing world-class out-
comes.

For more details, see our ad
on previous page.

Sponsored articles are submatted
by our advertisers. "The advertiser is
solely responsible for the content of
this article.

Register O'Donnell Announces 2025
Holiday Food Drive

November 12th through December 18th

Dedham, MA — Many indi-
viduals and families in Norfolk
County are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to afford basic
necessities like food, especially
during the holiday season, when
the pressure to provide for loved
ones intensifies. In response,
Norfolk County Register of
Deeds William P. O’Donnell is
encouraging residents to sup-
port the Annual Registry of
Deeds Food Drive, which begins
Wednesday, November 12th and
continues through Thursday,
December 18th.

“There is no doubt that Nor-
folk County is a desirable place
to live and work,” said Register
O’Donnell. “However, many
people who live in the com-
munities of this county are fac-
ing challenging circumstances.
This year, we have seen a grow-

Find Your Fit at
Dean College

Whether it's academics, community, or
career prep, Dean helps transfer students
thrive. With faculty mentors, 40+ clubs,

16 NCAA athletic teams, and a supportive
campus culture, you'll find more than a
degree—you’ll find your place.
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See what’s possible
at dean.edu.

ing demand for food assistance,
and it is essential that we come
together as a community to sup-
port those in need. By partici-
pating in the Annual Registry of
Deeds Food Drive, we can make
a meaningful difference this hol-
iday season.”

According to the latest statis-
tics from Project Bread, 37% of
housecholds in Massachusetts are
considered food insecure. Rising
costs for housing and groceries
are key contributors to this trou-
bling trend.

“Community donations are
the lifeblood of the food pantry,”
said Deborah Devine, Execu-
tive Director of the Ecumeni-
cal Community Food Pantry of
Norwood. “Every can of soup
or box of pasta donated pro-
vides lifesaving nutrition to our
neighbors.”

The Greater Boston Food
Bank reports that child-level
food insecurity—where parents
must reduce or alter the food
their children eat due to finan-
cial constraints—affected 43%
of households with children in
Massachusetts in 2024.

“As the holidays approach,
the need for food assistance be-
comes even more urgent,” Reg-
ister O’Donnell added. “Higher
household expenses, including
heating fuel and food costs, are
placing additional strain on fam-
ilies. These rising costs dispro-
portionately affect some Norfolk
County residents, leaving them
worried about how they’ll meet
their food needs. Let’s be mind-
ful this Thanksgiving that others
may need our help.”

Donations of non-perishable
food items can be dropped off at

the Registry of Deeds, located
at 649 High Street in Dedham,
Monday through Friday be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. A
donation bin will be available
in the lobby. Suggested items in-
clude canned goods,

If you’re unable to visit the
Registry of Deeds in person, you
can find a food pantry near you
by visiting the Registry’s website
at www.norfolkdeeds.org.

To learn more about these
and other Registry of Deeds
events and initiatives, “like” us
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/norfolkdeeds. Follow us on
X and Instagram at @norfolk-
deeds. In addition to its Dedham
location, you can find the Nor-
folk Registry of Deeds at www.
norfolkdeeds.org, or reach them
at (781) 461-6101 or at register-
odonnell@norfolkdeeds.org.




Page 26

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

November 1, 2025

Summer Reading Success a Boost at Franklin Middle School

Franklin, MA — When more
than 1,000 students walked into
Franklin Middle School this
September, they already shared
something in common: the
books they read over the sum-
mer.

The summer reading pro-
gram, a long-standing require-
ment in Franklin Public Schools,
calls on students to read at least
two books over the break to sup-
port both academic growth and
social-emotional development.

This year, as Franklin Middle
School welcomed students into a
newly reorganized building, the
leadership team sought to take
the program a step further.

“Our goal was simple: to en-
sure that every Franklin Middle
School student entered the year
not only as a reader, but also
with a shared story that could
spark conversations, build com-
munity, and ecase the transition
into a brand-new school,” said
Erin O’Leary, Reading Special-
1st at Iranklin Middle School.

Six titles were selected for
the program, each centered on

a middle school-aged character
navigating challenges familiar
to students. They were: Twerp by
Mark M. Goldblatt; The Tenth
Mistake of Hank Hooperman by
Gennifer Choldenko; Counting
by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan;
Other Words for Home by Jasmine
Warga; Fast Break by Mike Lu-
pica; and Bye Forever; I Guess by
Jodi Meadows.

The effort was met with
strong participation: 75 per-
cent of students completed the
required reading, with some
choosing to read multiple books.
When the school year began,
teachers set aside time for stu-
dents to gather by book title and
share reflections with classmates.

Students reported that the
program made reading more
enjoyable and also provided a
way for them to bond with their
peers.

“Having a list made it easier
to choose,” one student shared.

Another said, “I picked it be-
cause my friend was reading it,
and we wanted to read the same
thing.”

Waterproof
Tall dress boot
Wide Calf

Hey Ladlies ..

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Plenty of other boots and shoes to choose!

The Forgotten Foot

“It's Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11a.m.- 6 p.m. - Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Stylish ankle
boot from
David Tate

Waterproof
Hiking boot
from Orthofeet

Franklin Middle School students discuss books they read over the summer after returning to school in
September. (Photo Courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

Through these shared stories,
Franklin Middle School’s sum-
mer reading program helped
prevent summer learning loss
while also building community

among students.

“This experience shows the
power of books to unite stu-
dents,” said Superintendent
Lucas Gugiere. “It gave our stu-

dents common ground to start
conversations, build friendships,
and feel at home in their new
school.”

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild Biennial
Quilt Show March 14th & 15th

The Thimble Pleasures Quilt
Guild 1s pleased to announce
that it’s biennial quilt show will
be held on Saturday and Sunday,
March 14th and 15th, 2026 at
Blackstone Valley Regional Voca-
tional Technical Show in Upton,
Massachusetts. The Guild has
selected “Creating Comfort’ as
their show theme. This theme
reflects not only the members’
love of quilting but also reflects
the guild’s mission and fundrais-
ing efforts. Over 200 member

quilts as well as guild challenges
and round robins will be on dis-
play. Also included at the show
will be a special raffle quilt, the
Quilters’ Boutique, raffle baskets,
and local area vendors. Any local
area vendor wishing to partici-
pate in the Guild’s show should
contact Deb Hudgins by mail at
TPQG, PO. Box 447, Mendon,
MA 01756.

The guild has chosen “Home
Base” as the show’s special fun-

draiser. All funds raised through

the sale of items at the special
fundraiser table will be donated
directly to Home Base. Home
Base is a Red Sox Foundation
dedicated to healing the invis-
ible wounds of veterans, service
members, and their families
through clinical care, wellness,
education and research. The
2026 show is being chaired by
Gina Brooks, Donna Hopkins,
and Val Ogilvie.

For rates and info on advertising,

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or

email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Merit Scholarships Opportunities

True or False?

* Merit  scholarships  are
only awarded to students

who have financial need.
FALSE.

e Merit  scholarships  are
only offered to the high-
est-achieving students at a
school. FALSE.

* Once you earn a merit
scholarship, you cannot lose
it. FALSE.

* Merit scholarships are of-
fered at Ivy League colleges.
FALSE.

These are just a few of the
many misconceptions about
merit scholarships. In reality, a
wide range of students are eli-
gible for merit scholarships- not
just a select few. And, with the
cost of higher education increas-
ing each year, scholarships are
becoming an essential way to
help fund a college education. It
1s important to know the facts.

What's True?

e Merit scholarships are a .
type of financial aid that is

NOT awarded based on the
family’s financial need, but
determined by the student’s
demonstrated academic
and/or personal achieve-
ment during their high
school years.

While strong academics are
important, students do not
need to have straight As to

JWA &

JWhite’s Automotive
ATTENTION LAND ROVER OWNERS

If you are tired of getting the run-around or have you
experienced dishonesty at dealerships?

Please call Shirley or Julia to schedule your next
appointment at J.White’s Automotive in Bellingham.

We are a family run company since 2006 and have found
our permanent home here on Mechanic Street in Bellingham.
We would love the opportunity to earn your trust.

Thank you for Considering our Shop for all your Land Rover Needs

WE FIX CAR PROBLEMS & BUILD DREAM CARS!

carn merit. Scholarships
are often awarded based on
a combination of factors
such as grade point aver-
age, standardized test scores,
extracurricular activities,
community service, leader-
ship, work experience, major,
geographical area, or unique
talents. Awards are also used
to encourage diversity, par-
ticipation in certain majors,
and to increase enrollment
for out-of-state students.

Most merit scholarships are
renewable for four years, but
students must typically main-
tain a minimum GPA and
full-time status to keep them,
so families should review re-
newal requirements. Also,
be aware that some colleges
require students to apply by
an carlier deadline, such as
University of Connecticut
that has a priority deadline
of December Ist to be con-
sidered for merit. Check the
websites.

If a college i1s a student’s
top choice, it’s sometimes
possible to appeal a merit
award, especially with new
accomplishments or a more
affordable offer from a simi-
lar college.

Colleges are the largest
resource for merit schol-
arships. It i3 a common
practice for colleges to auto-

75 Mechanic Street, Bellingham, MA, 02019

508-966-2902

888-90ROVER - jwhitesofficec@me.com

@ j-whitesautomotive

.m'“:uh JWhite’'sautomotive

matically award merit schol-
arships upon a student’s
acceptance if the student
meets the academic require-
ments. Although some col-
leges may require a sepa-
rate application, interview,
supplemental essay, audition
review, or portfolio review to
award the student a merit
scholarship. It is important
to understand the merit
process for each college- re-
search the college website!

A student 1s more likely to
carn a merit scholarship at
a school where they would
be considered a top student
in the applicant pool, such
as a “likely” school versus
a “reach” school. A college
that is considered a “likely”
for a student could open the
door for the student to be
admitted into the college’s
honors  program  which
could result in a larger merit

scholarship.

Though the great major-
ity of colleges offer merit
scholarships, there are sev-
eral colleges that do not.
The Ivy League schools,
along with many of the top
selective schools, such as
Bates College and Stanford
University, generously meet
full-financial need, but do
not offer academic merit.
Review the admission and
financial aid webpage for

\\,

cach college to determine
the merit opportunities.

The Net Price Calculator
(NPC), available on all col-
lege websites, allows fami-
lies to input the family’s
financials to determine an
estimate of their need-based
financial aid. Several of the
private colleges allow fami-
lies to input both the stu-
dent’s academic profile and
family financials which will
then provide an estimate of
their need-based financial
aid and merit scholarships
that the student may receive.

There are many ways to
apply for outside scholar-
ships (private). There are
three main resources we
recommend: (1) We love
Going Merry- it is a one-
stop shopping website for
scholarships, with tutorials

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions
Consultants

to make it easy to navigate
and send out applications;
(2) The high school’s Guid-
ance  Counseling office
supplies local community
scholarship  opportunities,
usually available after the
new year of senior year;
and (3) The student’s or par-
ents’ employment may offer
scholarship opportunities as
well- contact the Human
Resource department to ask.

Good luck and enjoy the journey!

College 101 Admissions
Consultants LLC.

Website: www.mycollege101.com.
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com.
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser ts solely
responsible for the content of this article.
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Hear One of the Oldest Church
Organs in New England!

This year, the William Go-
odrich organ at Trinity Episco-
pal Church in Wrentham is 200
years old.

Originally built in 1825 for
the Universalist Church in Prov-
idence, Trinity Church has been
the organ’s home since 1915.

To celebrate this milestone,
the church is presenting oppor-
tunities to hear this amazing
instrument. The events will be
held at the church on Sunday
afternoons at 3 p.m. Iollowing
each event, refreshments will be
served in the church parish hall.
There 1s no admission charge,

I Have Coins
Ing and selling cofns

J A HAWELOINS, O0im

15 Main St. Franklin

but a donation to support the
maintenance of the organ is re-
quested.

On November 9, prominent
Boston-area organist Peter Sykes
will present a recital illustrating
the organ’s full potential as a solo
instrument. Mr. Sykes is a well-
known performer on keyboards
of all types and has been Direc-
tor of Music at First Church in
Cambridge since 1986. He is a
teacher and recording artist and
is currently Associate Professor
of Music and Chair of the His-
torical Performance Department
at Boston University. The recital

will be preceded by a presenta-
tion about the organ’s history
and its builder, William Marcel-
lus Goodrich. The presentation
will be given by Matthew Belloc-
chio of Andover Organ Com-
pany, which has maintained the
instrument since 1968.

On November 16, there will
be a Four-Person Organ Recital.
This recital brings together
four musicians with strong con-
nections to Trinity Episcopal
Church “back home” to cele-
brate their associations with this
mnstrument. The performers are
Lorna Russell, Organist Emerita
and former Director of Music
at Trinity Church, Philip Hall,
pianist and substitute organist
at the church, David Burnham,
currently Director of Music at
St. Gabriel’s Church in Marion,
Massachusetts, and Rick Duthe,
current Director of Music at the
church.

Please join us for these events
as we celebrate an instrument
that has been making good
music for 200 years!

ZONE 1: REACH 77,681
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, Holden,
Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Sutton, Uxbridge and Webster

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale,
Medway, Mendon, Milford, Millis, Natick, Norfolk,
Norwood, Upton and Wrentham

Reserve your space today by contacting Jen Schofield
at 508-570-6544 or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Reservation deadlines:
November 5th for December issue
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REACH MORE THAN 182,000 WITH OUR ANNUAL

Falicay Gude

This holiday season, showcase your business in our Holiday Guides -
a special pull-out section. Drive shoppers to your door with great gift ideas,
catering options and everything to make the holidays joyful and bright!

Coming in December!

DON’TMISS OUT!

Honoring a
Veteran’s Sacrifice

Michael Shain, Franklin resident and founder of Thanks to
Yanks, proudly displays a prized family heirloom -- The Medal
of Liberty, presented by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
to the Family of Seaman First Class Harry Baram, United States
Coast Guard Reserve ,who gave his life in the line of Duty on
December 17th,1942, when the US Coast Guard Cutter “Nat-
sek” capsized during an ice storm and claimed all 24 souls
aboard. Shain is Baram’s great nephew..

e

Photo by The Shain family

Looking to Advertise in Our

REAL ESTATE CORNER?
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Jen Schofield
508-570-6544

JenSchofield@localtownpages.com
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FREEDOM

June 14, 1777, our Flag first flew
We added stars as our nation grew
Soaring overhead; our red, white, and blue

Defending our Flag is what Soldiers do

Over our port of entry and in DC
Our Flag flies free for all to see
One nation under God are we

Soldiers keep our Flag flying free

When Civil War sought its States’ Secession
Union and Confederates divided our nation
But this war led to a just emancipation

The bloodiest war, its damnation

WWI, WWII and Korea, we took our stand
Desert Storm, Iraq and Afghanistan
Fighting for freedom 1in these foreign lands

Free from aggression Soldiers command

Soldiers were sent to Vietnam’s outpost
But this conflict would not be our best
This war’s success wasn’t even close

Vietnam Veterans were hurt the most

Love for our country, we went to combat
Returning from Vietnam, on us you spat
The orders we took did not warrant that

Bless these Soldiers with a welcome back

By law our symbol flies 24 seven
With respect for those in heaven
Our Flag’s defense, their lives given

Defending our Flag is what Soldiers do

FREEDOM IS WHY
SOLDIERS ARE DRIVEN

Natalee Webb-Rubino, USAF
st Female Avrcraft Mechanic

webbnatalee@gmail.com

November 1

Cinema 80: 4 p.m., Frank-
lin Historical Museum, 80 W.
Central St., Franklin, Italian-
themed films, presented by
Franklin Senior Center and
Sons & Daughters of Italy

November4

Franklin Biennial Town
Election, 6 a.m.- 8 p.m., Frank-
lin High School, 218 Oak St.,
Franklin

Restoring the Promise: A
Discussion About Immigra-
tion Policy & the Path Forward,
6:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin

Franklin Rotary Club meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.,
Rome Restaurant, 4 East Cen-
tral Street (Rte. 140), Franklin,
contact Diane Padula padu-
larotary@gmail.com to attend
and learn more.

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV,
23 Hutchinson St., Franklin,
improve your public speaking
in a safe environment, https://
voiceoffranklin.toastmaster-
sclubs.org

Franklin Art Association
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Franklin
Senior Center, 10 Daniel Mc-
Cahill St., Franklin, featured
artist Jossy Lownes

FHS Chamber Concert, 6:30
p.m., Franklin High School au-
ditorium, 218 Oak St., Frank-
lin, Snow date for this concert is
the following day, November 6.

November 6

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance
Friendsgiving, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Franklin TV and Radio 23
Hutchinson Street, Franklin,
Join us! If you would like to
bring a side dish or dessert,
please bring an ingredient list
due to food allergies.

November 8

Franklin Newcomers &
Friends Craft Fair, 9 a.m. - 3
p.m., over 70 juried artisans,
bake & raffle table, $3 ages
12+, free under 12, bring item
for food pantry, more info. at
https://www.facebook.com/
FranklinNewcomersCraft-
Fair/.

Calendar

Prominent Boston-area or-
ganist Peter Sykes recital on
Trinity Church’s William Go-
odrich organ, 3 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 47 East St.,
Wrentham, free but donations
accepted

November 11

Veterans’ Day Luncheon,
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Elks Lodge
#2136, 1077 Pond St., Frank-
lin, Franklin USAF Veteran
Ronald Seyffert featured
speaker. Vets welcome. FHS
Chorus to perform. Reserva-
tions required. (508) 613-1315,
www.franklinma.gov/335/
Veterans-Services

Yankee Quilters Meeting,
6:30 social meetup; 7 p.m.
meeting, Emma’s Quilt Cup-
board and Sewing Center,
Horace Mann Plaza, 319 E.
Central St., Franklin. All wel-
come

November 14

Franklin Public Library
Book Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin
Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin, books $1

November 15

“Third Saturday,” (this
month only) Speaker Series:
The Early Days of the Franklin
Y, 1:15 p.m.,doors open 1 p.m.,
Franklin Historical Museum,
80 W. Central St., Franklin,

Free Community Concert:
StickMan Blue & Kaye Kelly, 7
p.m., Franklin United Meth-
odist Church, 82 West Central
St., Franklin

Franklin Public Library
Book Sale, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin, books $1

November 16

LiveARTS String Quartet
concert, 3 p.m., Franklin His-
torical Museum, 80 West Cen-
tral St. in Franklin, free but
donations accepted

Franklin Interfaith Coun-
cil Thanksgiving Service, 7-8
p-m., Franklin United Meth-
odist Church, 82 W. Central
Street, Franklin

Four-Person Organ Recital
on William Goodrich organ,
3 p.m., Trinity Episcopal

Church, 47 East St., Wren-
tham, free but donations ac-
cepted

November 18

Franklin Rotary Club meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.,
Rome Restaurant, 4 East Cen-
tral Street (Rte. 140), Iranklin,
contact Diane Padula padu-
larotary@gmail.com to attend
and learn more.

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV,
23 Hutchinson St., Franklin,
improve your public speaking
in a safe environment, https://
voiceoffranklin.toastmaster-
sclubs.org

November 19

Queer Book Club, 6:30
- 8:30 p.m., with Franklin
LGBTQ Alliance, Franklin
TV and Radio 23 Hutchinson
St., Franklin, Myra Breckenridge,
by Gore Vidal.

November 21

Franklin High School The-
atre presents Mean Girls, 7
p.m., Franklin High School
auditorium, 218 Oak St.,
Franklin

FPAC presents Peter and
the Starcatcher, THE BLACK
BOX, 15 W. Central St.,
Franklin, www. THEBLACK-
BOXONLINE.com

November 22

Franklin High School The-
atre presents Mean Girls, 7
p.m., Franklin High School
auditorium, 218 Oak St.,
Franklin

FPAC presents Peter and
the Starcatcher, THE BLACK
BOX, 15 W. Central St.,
Franklin, www. THEBLACK-
BOXONLINE.com

November 23

Franklin High School The-
atre presents Mean Girls, 1
p-m., Franklin High School
auditorium, 218 Oak St.,
Franklin

FPAC presents Peter and
the Starcatcher, THE BLACK
BOX, 15 W. Central St.,
Franklin, www. THEBLACK-
BOXONLINE.com
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Sports

Franklin Girls Soccer Captains Key to Regaining Position

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Last year, the Franklin girls’
soccer team went 12-1-5, earn-
ing themselves a 13 seed in the
Division 1 State Tournament
where they took out Wachusett
Regional 3-2 in overtime and
then was sent packing by num-
ber four Bishop Feehan 2-1 on
penalty kicks. Feehan would
get into the State champion-
ship game, where they would be
beaten by Wellesley. The year
prior, the Panthers would get to
the Round of 8, where Hopkin-
ton would end their season.

“Our goal 1s always to win
the Hockomock League despite
it being a challenge,” Frank-
lin Coach Jodi Klein said. “We
have a reputation of being a top
team in the league, but this year
we’re struggling, to say the least.
We are working hard to get back
to the top of the league and are
currently tied for second with
Attleboro and King Philip, all
behind Sharon.”

Klein would also like to have
her girls get back to the State
Tournament and go further
than they did last year. Prior to
last year’s Round of 8 appear-
ance, the Panthers made it to the
Round of 16. It has been a while
since the Panthers have been in
the Final 4, and she 1s hoping to
get that far this season. Although
Franklin is not having their typi-
cal season, the Panthers are cur-
rently ranked 18th and sitting in
a good position to qualify for the
post-season.

In order to accomplish their
goals, the Panthers will be rely-
ing on their three senior captains
Morgan Lovell, Cassidy Carmi-
gnani and Gwen Holland, The
trio will also be taking their skills
to the next level following their
high school graduation. Lovell,
a center mid and striker will be
headed to Division 3 Central
Connecticut, Carmignani will
be taking her center defender
skills to the University of St
Thomas in St Paul, Minnesota
to play Division 1 soccer and
Holland, a wing attacker and
outside defender will be attend-
ing Division 1 Bryant University
in North Smithfield RI.

The Panther Coach sees no
issues with her captains taking
that next step and playing on
the collegiate level. The three
all have a great work ethic, and
they should all fit in nicely with
their respective new teams come
next year.

“The three captains, first and
foremost, I have very high-per-
formance standards for them.
They are all hard workers that
have set those standards during
practice and games,” the Pan-
ther Coach said. “Vocal lead-
ers are hard to come by, and
although I have to encourage
them at times, Cassidy has been
standing out more. The team
understands we are working
toward the same goal and our
captains affect the way that we
play.”

With the trio being those ef-
fective leaders, Klein is also

looking for other leaders to
emerge as the season goes on.
She offers that, “on the field,
Lovell is an incredibly dynamic
and passionate player, and she
excels in the midfield while con-
trolling the game flow, Lovell is
also physically strong and exhib-
its good leadership skills for the
younger girls, and much like the
other two captains, she rarely
comes off the field.

“Morgan has good ball move-
ment with great field vision,” the
coach said. “Currently she leads
the team in assists and is one of
the reasons that we score a lot of
goals; she creates this opportuni-
ties for her teammates.

“Carmignani 1s a standout
defender and was moved into
the center defender position this
year due to the fact that Irank-
lin had two young players there,
who although talented had not
found their voice yet. Carmi-
gnani was moved into the po-
sition to lead and provide the
team with a voice.

“She gives us a big voice mo-
tivating the team to play at a
high intensity,” Klein said. “Due
to her direction in the back she
has gotten everyone on the same
page. Although skilled as a de-
fender, Cassidy loves to get into
the attack mode from time to
time, but she is more important
in the back for us.”

Rounding out the captains is
Holland, who is an attacker that
has shaped her game over the
last two seasons with Franklin.
Originally an outside back with
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If the Franklin coach gets her girls to stay the course, the Panthers
should be able to move up in the standings and thus make a run
through the Division 1 State Tournament.

the junior varsity team during
her freshman campaign, the
now senior is a wing attacker
that brings the team speed and
her dribbling ability. According
to the coach, she doesn’t have
a lot of goals to her credit, but
she creates chaos in front of the
oppositions net putting stress
on their back line players. Hol-
land may not have the box score
statistics, but she does have the
intangibles that are important to
the team’s success.

With a good portion of the
second half to be played, Klein

knows that her team can com-

pete with the best of the teams
out there, and despite being a
team on the younger side, they
have been working together to
ensure that they will be able to
make a deep run through the
tournament.

“Franklin High School is ex-
pected to win, and when things
go wrong, the younger girls need
to stay calm and not exert pres-
sure on themselves,” she said.
We’ve had our share of tough
games, but you need to remain
calm and play your game. If you
do you’ll be alright.”
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Replace 10-Year-Old Fire Alarms, Say State Fire
Marshal & Fire Chiefs

Stow, MA - State Fire Mar-
shal Jon M. Davine and the Fire
Chiefs Association of Massachu-
setts (FCAM) have teamed up
to draw attention to a wave of
smoke alarms that are nearing
the end of their useful lifespans.

In 2015, a change to the Mas-
sachusetts Comprehensive Iire
Safety Code set a new require-
ment that replacement smoke
alarms in most Massachusetts
homes have a sealed, 10-year
battery and a “hush” feature.
This requirement reduces the
likelihood that residents will dis-
able the device after a nuisance
alarm from cooking smoke or
remove the batteries for use in
another device.

The long-life batteries in these
alarms are reliable only for 10
years. For that reason, the alarms
purchased and put into service
by early adopters of this code
change may no longer be reli-
able soon.

“Smoke alarms are like any
other appliance — they don’t
last forever,” said Brockton Fire
Chief Brian Nardelli, who serves
as FCAM’s First Vice President.
“Right now, the alarms that were
purchased and put into service 10
years ago are reaching the end of
their useful lifespan. Our concern
1s that a wave of smoke alarms
in homes across Massachusetts
won’t be reliable in the months

ahead. If the manufacturing
date on the back of your alarm
1s more than 10 years old, or if
it doesn’t have a date, replace it
right away. If it’s not 10 years old
and it takes alkaline batteries, this
1s a great time to put fresh batter-
ies in to be sure you're protected
through the winter.”

“When it’s time to replace
your smoke alarms, we strongly
recommend choosing new
alarms that meet UL Standard
217, 8th Edition or later,” said
State Fire Marshal Jon M. Da-
vine. “Look for that language
on the packaging or the prod-
uct specifications. These devices
use the latest multi-criteria tech-
nology, which helps to prevent
nuisance alarms caused by cook-
ing smoke. And never disable
a smoke alarm. Tragically, we
found working smoke alarms at
only about one-third of last win-
ter’s fatal fires.”

“Sealed-battery smoke alarms
are powered by lithium-ion bat-
teries, so please don’t put them
in your household trash or re-
cycling,” said Duxbury Fire
Chief Rob Reardon. “If they’re
crushed or punctured in a com-
pactor truck or a transfer station,
they could cause a fire that’s very
difficult to extinguish. As lithium-
ion batteries have become more
common, we've started seeing
more and more of these trash

Brockton Fire Chief Brian Nardelli at a press conference today urging residents to check the manufacturing
date printed on the back of their smoke alarms and replace them if they’re more than 10 years old.

and transfer station fires, and it’s
a safe bet that the root cause is
battery damage.”

Each spring and fall, the Mas-
sachusetts fire service reminds
residents to check their smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms
when they change their clocks.
The reminder is especially ur-
gent this year as so many smoke
alarms may need to be replaced.
The State Fire Marshal’s office
and Fire Chiefs Association of
Massachusetts urge residents to
follow these safety tips:

* Check the manufacturing
date printed on the back
of your smoke and carbon
monoxide (CO) alarms

* Replace smoke alarms after
10 years and CO alarms ac-
cording to the manufactur-
er’s instructions (usually after
3, 7, or 10 years depending
on make and model)

e Choose new smoke alarms
from a well-known national
brand and look for the mark
of an independent testing

lab such as UL or Intertek/
ETL

* Be sure the replacement
alarm has a sealed, long-life
battery and a hush feature
and meets UL Standard 217,
8th Edition or later

Many communities have pro-
grams that can assist older or
low-income residents who need
help installing or maintaining
their alarms. Contact your local
fire department for more infor-
mation.

any Franklin residents turned out to voice their -
is| ire on the federal level on October 18, 2025 in -
) Kings” demonstration '
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Kick Off November at Bellforge’s ‘Do Good Day’

Good Vibes, Great Causes, Presented by Young Families Advisory Council
November 1st

— New Underwear (with tags or
original packaging)

Bellforge’s Young Families Advi-
sory Council presents: “Do Good
Day: Good Vibes, Great Causes”
— a day dedicated to giving back
and lifting up our community; all in
one meaningful, joy-filled experi-
ence.

Join us at Bellforge in Medfield,
Mass. for this one-stop opportu-
nity to make a difference. Donate
clothing, food, and books, recycle
responsibly, and bring your old
Halloween pumpkins, mums, and
plants to be composted. You'll have
the chance to support a variety of
local causes—all while embracing
the spirit of gratitude and com-

— Toiletries — unopened, any size
(including hotel/travel size)

— Gift cards for food — any amount — New and gently used bras
to Dunkin Donuts, McDonalds,

X — Rinsed plastic bottles (such as 1-
grocery stores located in Boston

or 2-liter soda or juice contain-
— Old pumpkins/ mums (to be ers)

composted)
Young Families Advisory
Council

Kate Bingham, Astrid Burns,
Kristen Careau, Lisa Chin, Chris
Dagesse, Jennifer Debin, Meredith
Flannery, Zoe Friend, Amy Gilm-
ore, Kate Heffernan, Jenny Ken-
nedy, Russ Kiser, Alexis Murphy,
Cecilie Pope, Erica Shom, Leah

— Food donations — shelf stable,
unopened, unexpired and not
jumbo size

—Items most needed: jelly/jam
(12 or 18 oz), Oatmeal packets
(plain, maple brown sugar, or
apple cinnamon), hearty soup
(chicken or beef), Kraft maca-
roni and cheese

munity. Enjoy music and delicious ) Walczak Hampton
bites from local food trucks as you  — Holiday gift donation requests:
give back in a fun, intentional way. ~ New or like-new decorative pil- Event Sponsors

What to bring:

Attendees are encouraged to
bring the following donation items
to support a variety of causes.

— Stuffed animals — new or gently
used and cleaned

lows The Jowdy Group, RE/MAX
Distinct Advantage, Launch Tram-
poline Park, My Gym Medfield ,
Park Street Books & Toys

For more information, visit

www.bellforge.org/events .

— New/ unopened Chapsticks,
lotions, nail polish, soft socks,
candy

— Books to exchange/donate

— Coats, gloves/ mittens — adult — Sanitary pads (including incon-
size tinence underwear) or tampons

Real F.R.I.E.N.D.S.
and Friendsgiving
at HCA

The Hopkinton Center for the Arts (HCA) 1s pleased
to announce that it will be hosting Real ER.ILE.N.D.S in
the Lotvin Family Gallery through November 20, 2025.

Artist and curator Jamaal Eversley presents an eclec-
tic mix of collaborative artworks created between friends
who reside in and around Hopkinton, artist pairs from
his “Real FR.LE.N.D.S” collective and professional artist
collaborations across the state. This exhibition will show
how a successful collaborative process strengthens com-
munal bonds and generates dynamic creations.

Jamaal Eversley, from Randolph, has been a profes-
sional artist and community organizer since 2010. He
has planned, promoted and produced dozens of family-
oriented exhibits featuring his and others’ artwork in local
town libraries and art galleries.

Hopkinton Center for the Arts also invites the public to
join us for a “Iriendsgiving” event on Friday November
14th at 7 p.m., where you can meet and break bread with
the artists.

This exhibition of Real ER.ILE.N.D.S alongside the
Friendsgiving is made possible by grants from the Massa-
chusetts’ local cultural councils of Hopkinton, Hopedale
and Ashland as well as the Hopkinton Center for the Arts!

From CONCEPT to COMPLETION, we bring your vision to life.

Graphic Design
Sports Banners
Brochures
Postcards
Direct Mail Solutions
Every Door, Direct Mail
Books

Lawn Signs
Calendars

Posters

Swag

and so much more!
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Registration for the
2026 PMC Winter
Cycle Is Now Open!

The Pan-Mass Challenge
(PMC) is excited to announce
that registration for the 2026
PMC Winter Cycle is now open!
On Saturday, January 31, 2026,
hundreds of riders will gather
inside The 521 Overlook at his-
toric Fenway Park, to take part
in the PMC’s high-energy in-
door cycling event to raise criti-
cal funds for cancer research and
treatment at Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute.

Now in its 11th year, the
PMC Winter Cycle kicks off the
organization’s 2026 fundrais-
ing campaign, with 100% of
every rider-raised dollar directly
supporting lifesaving cancer re-
search and care at Dana-Farber.
The PMC is Dana-Farber’s sin-
gle largest donor, accounting for
67 percent of its Jimmy Fund’s
annual revenue.

Visit wintercycle.org to regis-
ter or learn more.

2025 AltWheels Fleet
Day Successfully Leads in
Sustainable Transportation

Norwood, MA — The 22nd
annual AltWheels Fleet Day,
held on Monday, October 6 at
the Four Points by Sheraton in
Norwood, celebrated another
milestone year in advancing
sustainable transportation solu-
tions. With over 350 attendees
representing 30+ fleets from 16
states, this year’s event continued
its tradition as one of the nation’s
premier forums for fleet manag-

ers, policymakers, and clean
transportation innovators.

The 2025 conference featured
two dynamic-MCs — Scott
Bradley, Director of Sales and
Strategy Partnerships at Pioneer
e-Mobility, and Sejal Shah, Lead
Program Manager at National
Grid — who guided the day’s
sessions. Attendees engaged in a
full day of keynote presentations,
panels, and networking, along

For rates and info on advertising your business,

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com

RedZE('fm‘e Comer

with the popular Lunch With
Experts sessions and Ride &
Drive vehicle showcase featuring
29 advanced technology vehicles.

Next year’s AltWheels Fleet
Day will take place on Monday,
October 5, 2026 in Norwood,
MA.

For more information visit

https://www.altwheels.org/.

. 508:330-4234 "'r ity

emason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for
aggressive

representation and

Eileen came through
selling our home in
4 days, above asking
price. Couldn’task fora |5
better agent!”
~Paul L.
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Susan Mornson

232 Bates Road, Brockton
$515 000
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Eileen Mason

114 Woodside Road

Franklin Franklin
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Franklin Franklin

" Call'us for youncomplﬁnentary market analysis.
308 West Central Street Frcmklln MA 02038
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5 Wadsworth FarmRoad

Susan Morrison

13 Hemlock Lane

Susan Morrison

3

75 Wachusett Street, Franklin
LA +1$479,900

FOR SALE .

Eileen Mason

L o
120 Charles Avenue Ext, Stoughton
$635,000

NG

“'1"’ ‘Susan Morrison

. 617:686:8178
susan.morrison1@comcast net

4 “Susan was fantastic!

She really knows her
stuff and | will be
using her again in the
future and referring
her to anyone that
asks me who | would
recommend!”

~TraceyR.
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Real Ectate Corner

Jim Hanewich

NMLS #: 23315

Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com

www.jimhanewich.com

Ban@

MORTGAGE OFFICE

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE

Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer,
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next

door to Cafe Assisi!

% MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575
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Norfolk County Real Estate Dips from August, Still Up
from Last Year

Dedham, MA - Norfolk
County Register of Deeds Wil-
liam P. O’Donnell reported that
real estate activity in Norfolk
County continued its upward
trend in September 2025. The
Norfolk County Registry of
Deeds recorded a total of 9,511
documents in September 2025,
an 11% increase from Septem-
ber 2024, but a 5% decrease
from August 2025.

“The increase in overall doc-
ument recordings compared to
last September is a strong indi-
cator of continued engagement
in the real estate market,” stated
Norfolk County Register of
Deeds, William P. O’Donnell,
“... Although it must be noted
that the increase in September
of 2025 was less than that of

August 2025.”

The total number of deeds
recorded for September 2025,
which includes both commercial
and residential real estate sales
and transfers, was 1,396, up
7% from September 2024, but
down 10% from August 2025.
Looking at just real estate sales,
684 properties were sold in
September, representing a 5%
increase compared to the same
time last year.

“The year-over-year growth
in property sales shows that the
market remains active,” noted
Register O’Donnell.

In addition to increased deed
recordings, lending activity also
saw growth. A total of 1,469
mortgages were recorded in
September 2025, up 10% from

Looking to Advertise in Our

Lk Jr

REALESTATE CORNER?

Jen Schofield
508-570-6544

JenSchofield@localtownpages.com

Total Mortgage Recordings Per Month
April - September 2024 V.5. April - September 2025

Tolat Morthly Mortgage Recorngs.
B 5 8 5B 5% EE & B

September 2024, though down
4% from August 2025. The
total dollar amount of mort-
gage indebtedness recorded in
September was $1,286,464,631,
a 61% increase compared to the
$797,674,694 recorded in Sep-
tember 2024.

The average sale price of
commercial and residential
properties in September 2025
was $967,211.86, an increase
of 1% from September 2024,
and a 6% decrease from Au-
gust of this year. The total dol-
lar volume of commercial and
residential sales in September
was $661.6 million, a 5% in-
crease compared to September
of last year.

My
B Tital M| bby M tpmres 2024
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“The slight increase in aver-
age sale price compared to last
year may reflect increased de-
mand and competition in cer-
tain area communities,” noted
Register O’Donnell. “However,
it 13 encouraging to see values
holding steady ...”

Foreclosure activity in Sep-
tember 2025 remained low.
There were 6 foreclosure deeds
recorded as a result of mort-
gage foreclosures taking place in
Norfolk County, down from the
7 recorded in September 2024.
Additionally, 23 notices to fore-
close were filed, a decrease from
the 28 notices recorded in Sep-
tember of last year.

“I would urge anyone strug-
gling to pay their mortgage or

ALigust SEFTEMBER
Tkl Musithly Mustgages 2025

who knows someone who is
struggling to contact one of the
non-profit organizations listed
on our website, www.norfolk-
deeds.org,” said O’Donnell.

The Norfolk County Regis-
try of Deeds continues to part-
ner with local non-profits such
as Quincy Community Action
Programs (617-479-8181 x376),
NeighborWorks Housing Solu-
tions (508-587-0950), and the
Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral’s Consumer Advocacy and
Response Division (CARD) at
617-727-8400 to assist residents
in need.

For more information on
the Norfolk County Register of
Deeds, visit

www.norfolkdeeds.org,



November 1, 2025 Find us on Facebook | Franklin Town News Page 35

m@.!!ﬂ%%?‘ﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂ MCDUH m
/1 02 %u/ )

| am doing my Annual Food Pantry{I;I:\/r?
: November 1-30th 2025 R
Donations can be picked up from any location-Just send me a text' —

508-380-9938, or dropped off Mon-Fri 9-5 at
Remax Executive Realty 308 W Central St Franklin

HIGH PRIORITY NEEDS::
* Assorted bags of chips 8-10 oz * Baby Wipes ° Pet Food

* Assorted Cookies and Crackers 8-120z * Toothpaste ° Kitty Litter
* Assorted Boxes of Cereal 10-200z ° Disinfectant Wipes
* Gluten Free Items-Shelf Stable * Vegan Items (Shelf Stable) * Hot Chocolate Mix
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5 Monica Lane 40 Lawrence Drive 202 Hartford Avenue

See Food Pantry Website for other needs and Amazon Wish List!
www.franklinfoodpantry.org
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Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938
lorrainekuney@gmail.com
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The Todaro Team
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18 Plain St, Franklin 17 Forest Park Dr, Mendon 40 Lawrence Dr, Franklin 52 James St, Bellingham
Stay Tuned Stay Tuned Under Contract Under Contract
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2 Kingson Ln. Unit 2, Medway 48 Pinehurst St, Franklin 40 Kimberlee Ave. Franklin
For Sale For Sale For Sale

55 & 57 A St, Franklin 124 Minot Ave, Wareham
Under Construction For Sale

| Tammy Todaro
(1 508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com




