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Greetings Cook County Families,
It’s hard to believe we’re already into November! The air has that familiar chill, and snow seems to be peeking 
around the corner. As we make our way into the new season, please be sure your child comes to school with 
the right gear. Hats, mittens, boots, and layers are important so we can continue to enjoy the time we spend 
outdoors.
Our Sawtooth Mt. Elementary students had an exciting Fall. We just held our Student Council election and it 
was inspiring to see so many young leaders step up with enthusiasm and great ideas for their school. October 
also included a fun visit from the North American Traditional Organized Food Systems organization where 
students had the opportunity to take part in foraging walks. Students learned about the plants, foods, and 
natural resources found right here in our community and how indigenous food knowledge connects to culture, 
health, and the land. We are so grateful for these types of hands-on learning experiences that deepen our 
students’ appreciation for the world around them.
In the Middle School, some of those hands-on experiences look like what 6th graders completed last week in 
their ATV certification course from their 6th grade safety class. Students completed their experience with the 
DNR setting up an obstacle course on campus to have students demonstrate the safe operation of ATVs. 
Other courses Middle Schoolers will experience this year include a boating safety course, a snowmobile safety 
course and a firearms safety course. All of these important experiences to have for our young people growing 
up on the North Shore.
It has been a busy and celebratory time in High School as well. Last night, we proudly inducted thirteen new 
members into the Zhingwaak Chapter of the National Honor Society. These students embody scholarship 
leadership, character, and service, and we are proud of their accomplishments and example.
Our Fall athletic seasons have also given us a lot to cheer about! The North Shore Storm Boys Cross Country 
Team capped off a fantastic year by competing in the state meet! Our Cook County Vikings football team has 
earned a spot in the state tournament, playing in the quarterfinals this Thursday in Grand Rapids. What an 
incredible Fall for our student athletes!
Looking ahead, please note that Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on Monday, November 11 and 
Tuesday, November 18 here at school. We hope to see many of you during those times. It’s a great 
opportunity to connect about your child’s growth and learning.
As always, thank you for your continued partnership and support. Our students benefit every day from the 
strength and care of this community.
All the best,
Josh Belanger
Principal
Cook County Public Schools
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Cook County Schools 
Fall Conference Schedule

Monday, November 3:
Grand Portage Community Center, 

3:00-:500pm

Tuesday, November 11:
Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm

Tuesday, November 18:
Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm

Parent/Teacher Conferences: Please join us November 3rd, 11th & 18th!
So much is happening during this November’s Parent Teacher Conferences! Cook County Schools 
teachers will be available to meet on November 3rd at the Grand Portage Community Center. On 
campus during conferences you can shop at the Scholastic Book Fair both nights.  In addition to that, 
you can buy dinner from TWO fundraisers going on that week. On Nov 11th the Washington, D.C. 
travellers are selling soup to fundraise their trip, and on Nov 18th the Spanish class is selling 
spaghetti for their trip to Spain. 

See the information below!
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Good luck Vikings! 1st and 2nd grades cheer on the 
the CCHS Volleyball team as they head to South 

Ridge for the last games of the season!

Sawtooth students celebrated Stone Soup in October  

with ingredients from our school garden!
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   Boozhoo gakina awiya! (Hello everyone!)

Binaakwe-Giizis (October) was a full month for Ojibwe language learning in Sawtooth!
We celebrated Indigenous Peoples Day with nature walks in our school forest, led by NATIFS 
staff, Cassandra and Dakota. We also learned about giizhik (cedar) and got to try some 
cedar tea! Students also brought home a recipe for cedar tea home with some giizhik to 
make it with their families! We also worked as a school with Ms. Mila in Art to create a mural 
featuring Manidoogiizhigens, the Little Spirit Cedar Tree. 

Pre-k spent time with us reading a variety of fun animal stories, learning animal songs, and 
practicing colors and vocabulary related to their classroom unit on Bikwaakwadoon (balls). 
Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd graders practiced their numbers, colors, and some animals. 

3rd grade learned the days of the week, animals, practiced counting, and made 
mazina’iganibemisemakak (paper airplanes). 4th grade learned more about the origin story of 
lacrosse (according to the Ojibwe) and learned phrases to introduce themselves, and days of 
the week. 5th graders made posters of Ojibwe phrases they want to hear more around the 
school and made funny dibaajimowinan (stories) about animals and Stone Soup. 

In Gashkodino-Giizis (Lakes Freezing Over Moon- November), we will be focusing on 
Zoongide’ewin (Courage) and thinking of ways to be courageous at school and thinking of 
our zhimaaganag (veterans). We will also be observant of nature as dagwaagin (fall) turns to 
biboon (winter). 

Some words you can practice with your students this month are asking “Aaniin minik?” 
(ah-neen mih-nick, how many) and helping them practice their number words in Ojibwe. You 
can find pronunciations of these words, songs, and more resources on ojibwe.net by 
searching on the site for “numbers” or on Ojibwe People’s Dictionary at 
https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu. 

Miigwech! 
Margaret Noodin and Amanda Barras
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Sawtooth Mt. Elementary Student Council

This is an exciting time of year for Sawtooth Student Council! We have 
13 4th and 5th graders hoping to join our returning Student Council 
Members Brennan, Brynn and Oscar. The 13 Student Council Candidates 
had to fill out an application explaining why they would make a good 
Student Council Member and get two staff members to recommend 
them, as well as permission from their family. Candidates have the 
opportunity to each make a poster to introduce themselves to other 
students. Poster supplies are provided by Student Council and help 
sessions are provided during lunch and recess to make sure that 
everyone has what they need. 

On November 4th, there will be an elementary assembly in the ACA 
where the Student Council Candidates will each give a speech to 
convince students to vote for them. After the assembly, students in 
grades 2nd-5th grade will have the chance to vote for four students to 
join Student Council. Two of the positions must be filled by 4th grade 
students to ensure that both 4th and 5th grade students have 
representation, but the other two seats can go to either 4th or 5th grade 
students. Ballots will be collected, counted that night, and the results 
will be shared over school announcements and on WTIP the morning of 
November 5th. We look forward to sharing the results with the Cook 
County Community!

After Student Council Elections, we will also be holding a Winter 
Clothes Drive later this month. Watch for news about that in the 
upcoming weeks!

Thank you for your support!
Ms. Barras
Student Council Advisor
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Middle School Field Trip Opportunities!

The 6th grade field trip to Minneapolis and St. Paul is on Thursday, November 
20th. Thanks to support from The Cook County Education Foundation, sixth 
graders are invited to take a trip to the Twin Cities to see “A Christmas Carol” 
at the Guthrie Theater and take a tour of the State Capitol. Watch for more 
information in Campus Parent Portal messages.  ~ Mrs. Jorgenson

All current 6th and 7th graders have the opportunity to travel to Washington 
D.C. the spring of 2027 when they are in 7th or 8th grade. They will dive deep into 
what it means to be an active citizen and participate in their government while 
touring famous memorials and monuments, Arlington Cemetery, the White 
House, and Capitol Hill! This trip exposes students to American government and 
democracy in a very unique way that cannot be replicated in a classroom. 
Students are very excited to experience Washington D.C.!

We have already begun the fundraising process and will be having a dinner on 
November 11th in the cafeteria during conferences. There are also many 
students out selling Kettle River Pizzas, so if you would like to order, please 
contact Mrs. Olsen!! 
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ATV Safety Training

In October, 32 Cook County Middle School 6th graders completed the 
requirements for earning their DNR ATV Safety certification by 

participating in the ATV driving testing. We were treated to a beautiful 
late fall morning and had great leadership from DNR Conservation 

Officers Trent Anderson, Hudson Ledeen, and Tom Wahlstrom, as well 
as U.S. Forest Service Officer Ed Belmore. ~Mrs. Emma Spoon
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Congrats to CCHS 2025 Homecoming 
King Nick Spry & Queen Lexi Plummer!

In March, 2026, twelve CCHS students will 
travel to Spain for an unforgettable trip! 
The itinerary includes visits to Madrid, 
Seville, Toledo, Cordoba, and Barcelona. 
Students will see famous works of art in 
the Prado, flamenco dancing in Seville, 
and will learn how to make Spain's 
famous culinary tapas. Students will also 
visit one of the most famous and visited 
sites in Europe, La Sagrada Familia 
cathedral, in the year of it's 
completion--100 years since construction 
began!

If your student is interested in 
international educational travel, Spanish 
teacher Erin Petz Giguere leads school 
sponsored international trips with EF 
Tours every two years. Look for 
information about our next destination in 
early 2028 to be announced next spring.
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Calendar 
November 2025

Monday, November 3rd
   Early Release Day–school day ends at 1:15pm   
   Conferences @ Grand Portage Comm Ctr, 3:00-5:00pm
   NHS Induction Ceremony, ACA, 7:00pm 
Tuesday, November 4th
Picture Retake Day
Wednesday, November 5th
   Winter Sports Meeting, Pam Taylor Gym, 5:30pm
Thursday, November 6th
Football @ Grand Rapids State Tournament, 6:00pm
Tuesday, November 11th
   Conferences @ Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm
    Knowledge Bowl
    Wash DC Trip Dinner Fundraiser, Cafeteria 4:30-6:30pm
    Scholastic Book Fair Sawtooth Library, 3:30-6:30pm              
   Veteran’s Day Program, Pam Taylor Gym 2:00pm
Tuesday, November 18th  
  Conferences @ Cook County Schools 3:30-6:30pm
   Knowledge Bowl
  Spain Trip Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser, Cafeteria 5:00-6:15pm
   Scholastic Book Fair Sawtooth Library, 3:30-6:30pm
Thursday, November 20th 
   Sixth Grade Class Trip to Minn-St. Paul
Wednesday, November 26th-Friday, November 28th
    No School - Thanksgiving Break

No School 
Nov 26-28!

Don’t miss the Cook County 
Schools Winter Band 

Concert!
December 18th in ACA
6:30pm–Middle School
7:30pm–High School
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