
Story and photos 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - More 
than 70 needy young-
sters at Dillard Elementary 
School in Wilton are 
staying warm this win-
ter thanks to the Rancho 
Murieta Corvette Club.

This was the 16th year 
the club tapped its treasury 

for its annual coat drive, 
with additional support 
from others including the 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta, which donated 
$500.

Although only two mem-
bers drove their Corvettes 
because of threatening 
rain, the club rolled up to 
Dillard Elementary on Oct. 
24 to make their annual 
delivery. They brought 74 
brand-new coats, 22 pairs 

of shoes, 16 pairs of socks, 
29 pieces of underwear, 
10 shirts, one sweater, one 
girl’s outfit, nine back-
packs, assorted adult items 
and a manila envelope 
stuffed with gift cards.

Club member Karen 
Pearson organizes the 
annual event. 

“No child should ever be 
cold. That’s why it’s a club 
effort: It just makes us feel 
good,” she said.

The youngsters write 
thank-you notes afterward, 
and some parents send 
photos. 

“Seeing the children 
wearing their new coats 
and shoes is very heart-
warming,” Pearson added.

She brings the letters to 
club meetings so every-
one can read them, and 
she shared them with the 
Kiwanis Club last year. 
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Corvette Club Helps Dillard Needy for 16th Year

A whiteboard with a welcoming message from students at Dillard Elementary greets members of the Rancho Murieta Corvette 
Club on Oct. 15.

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- With little business on 
the agenda, the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
meeting on Oct. 21 became 
a forum for residents to 
voice their frustrations and 
suggestions during public 
comments.

Four speakers addressed 
the controversy surround-
ing former director Danny 
Carrillo’s resignation and 
broader concerns about 
board conduct. Another 
resident proposed adding a 
new amenity at Stonehouse 
Park, while two residents 
raised concerns about a 
motorcycle rule they said 
is difficult to follow. One 
speaker urged the board 
to take stronger action on 
three ongoing community 
issues.

Carrillo Resignation
Sherry Carrillo said that 

some time ago her hus-
band, Danny Carrillo, 
objected to a biased 
letter that had been intro-
duced improperly during 
a closed meeting. Later, 
they began hearing accusa-
tions that he had breached 
executive session confi-
dentiality, even though 
it was another director 
who had disclosed the let-
ter’s existence. Instead of 
addressing the biased letter 
and improper process, “the 
board chose to silence and 
discredit those who spoke 
up,” she said. Carrillo 
encouraged everyone to 
review her husband’s pro-
posal for a Leadership 
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Improvement Committee.

Nellie Bloom backed 
the proposed commit-
tee and the creation of a 
director education pro-
gram for the association. 
She criticized the board for 
repeatedly dismissing what 
she described as a commu-
nity-driven effort to build 
trust.

Renata Pagliaro decried 
the harassment and nega-
tive commentary directed 
at the Carrillo family and 
urged the board to act with 

Residents 
Raise Concerns 
at Association 

Meeting

Audience member Sherry 
Carrillo raises concerns 
about the treatment of her 
husband, Danny Carrillo, 
who recently resigned as a 
Rancho Murieta Association 
director. She spoke at the 
Oct. 21 board meeting.

Rancho Murieta Country Club Board President Eric Dutton discusses the club’s financial 
outlook during the annual meeting Oct. 23

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Rancho Murieta Country 
Club leaders say the club 
has regained some finan-
cial footing since 2022 but 
warned members Oct. 23 
that it cannot remain sol-
vent without higher dues or 
renewed assessments next 
year.

While the club has 
drawn in teres t  f rom 
Preservation Golf, there is 
no buyer at this time. Carol 
Anderson Ward, the pri-
mary investor in Rancho 
Murieta Properties, said 
she and her partners con-
tinue to talk with potential 
buyers interested in the 
proposed Rancho North 
subdivision.

Board President Eric 
Dutton led the annual 
board meeting, which cov-
ered election results, the 
club’s financial outlook 
and possible ownership 
changes. The evening also 
included a tense exchange 
between Dutton and Ward, 
whose investment group 
owns the golf courses and 
facilities leased to the club 
until October 2028.

Election Results
Dutton announced that 

the election drew 360 
votes – 226 from full golf 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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successful year.
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Clean PowerCities, while we keep our promise to deliver world-class safety, 
reliability and some of the lowest electricity rates in California. To learn more 
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promise

The club began its 
annual donation in 2010 
by providing gift cards 
for disadvantaged families 
at Dillard and Cosumnes 
River Elementary schools. 
Further research revealed 
that the need was far 
greater at Dillard.

The following year, they 
added coats and have con-
tinued the tradition ever 
since. Each fall, members 
deliver coats and other 
donations just before the 
weather turns cold.

This was Principal Trina 
Keating’s first encounter 
with the Corvette Club, as 
she became principal after 
last year’s delivery.

“Oh my goodness; I was 
overwhelmed with my first 
experience with the club,” 
Keating said. “Seeing 
their generosity as they 
unloaded three carts full of 

coats, clothing, and over 
$1,000 in gift cards to sup-
port our families over the 
year was incredible.

“I also learned we are 
going to get 25 turkey 
dinners with all the trim-
mings,” she added. 

Keating said the school 
is focusing on kindness 
this year. 

“This was a perfect 
example of club mem-
bers showing kindness to 
others. We appreciate the 
continuing generosity of 
these club members.”

Keating said the coats 
are given to students 
in a very private way. 
After staff members sub-
mit names, the children 
are called to the office to 
choose their coats and 
other new items. The cloth-
ing is left in the office until 
students can pick it up after 
school, unless parents stop 

by earlier.
Pearson said some of 

the clothing will be kept in 
the nurse’s office for chil-
dren who have accidents, 
and the office staff decides 
which families receive 
the gift cards distributed 
throughout the year.

“The principal and office 
staff are always amazing 
to work with, so they also 
make this enjoyable,” she 
said.

Pearson begins shop-
ping immediately after the 
October delivery. 

“I start right away to find 
the best deal,” she said.

Pearson does most of her 
shopping online. 

“When I can’t sleep, 
I get up and look for 
bargains.” She did go 
shopping with her grand-
daughter once but found 
it wasn’t as productive. 
Pearson has discovered 

that many brick and mor-
tar stores immediately put 
their sale items online.

Thanksgiving 
Dinners

When Jack  Parker 
became president in 2022, 
he wanted to make a few 
changes, including how 
the club handled its annual 
turkey donations to the 
Sacramento Food Bank. 

“I thought, ‘Why not 
cut out the middleman and 
find a deserving commu-
nity ourselves, especially 
Dillard because of all the 
farmworkers,’” he said.

Parker said the club 
will donate 25 dinners this 
year. Members plan to buy 
the frozen turkeys early 
and store them in the St. 
Vincent de Paul Church 
freezer until volunteers 
assemble full meals with 
all the trimmings a few 
days before Thanksgiving. 
The club will deliver the 
dinners to the school, 
which will then distribute 
them to the families.

Parker said the dinners 
were funded by a success-
ful Poker Run held on Oct. 
12, which raised nearly 
$1,400 through entry fees 

and sponsorships.
He noted that the club 

hasn’t had many sponsors 
in past years, but rising 
costs for turkeys and other 
items prompted them to 
seek support this time. 
The biggest sponsor for 
the Poker Run was Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Au tomot ive 
Repair, with additional 
contributions from Fat 
Mike’s Pizza, Frazinetti 
Winery & Restaurant and 
Griot’s Garage of Seattle, 
where Parker purchases 
automotive supplies.

Coincidentally, Parker 
and his wife, Sally Parker, 
have t ies  to Dil lard 
Elementary dating back to 
when the school was in its 
old building with tempo-
rary classrooms. He taught 
band, and she served as 
a curriculum coach who 
helped establish reading 
programs at the school.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and 
Facebook. � H

Corvette Club Helps Dillard Needy for 16th Year
Continued from page 1

Karen Pearson, right, tells Dillard Elementary Principal Trina 
Keating that the box contains new shoes for needy children 
at the school.
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Rancho Murieta Community Church Hosts 2025 Serve Day

By Shelly Kessen

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Guided by a 
mission to serve others, Rancho Murieta 
Community Church hosted a Serve Day 
on Oct. 26 for its church family to reach 
out to Rancho Murieta and other nearby 
communities. More than 230 people par-
ticipated in the day of service, which 
offered a variety of hands-on ways to 
share encouragement and help those in 
need.

“Our Serve Day is a tangible expression 
of Christ’s love shared with our friends 
and neighbors,” said

Phil Fuller, lead pastor of Rancho 
Murieta Community Church. “We are 
called to put God first, others second and 
ourselves third. That is what this Serve 
Day – and every day – is about at RMCC: 
loving God, loving others and showing 
His love in meaningful ways.”

RMCC Serve Day participants ranged 
from children and teens to young 
adults, families and seniors. Local proj-
ects included yard maintenance and 
leaf cleanup for residents of the Rancho 
Murieta Village senior community; trail 
maintenance and bench building in part-
nership with the local post of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars; writing 189 thank you 
and encouragement cards; and leading a 
community-wide prayer walk.

Beyond the immediate local area, Serve 
Day teams supported xHope Mission, 
an Elk Grove-based organization that 
provides relief and resources to fos-
ter and underprivileged youth. Another 

team joined the American Arab Learning 
Center in Sacramento for maintenance and 
improvement projects before sharing in an 
intercultural worship experience.

“The Serve Day was designed to give 
everyone a chance to serve,” Fuller said. 
“Our desire is to be a blessing, and we 
believe that from our kids to our seniors, 
everyone can play a part in sharing God’s 
goodness and grace.”

Participants also created personalized 
projects to meet specific needs, such as 
helping a widow with property work, 

cleaning an elderly neighbor’s home and 
providing a meal to thank local firefighters 
and first responders. An estimated 600 ser-
vice hours were dedicated throughout the 
day via the various projects.

Serve Day comes as Rancho Murieta 
Community Church prepares to return to 
its remodeled church building. For the 
past several months, the congregation has 
met outdoors in a tent known as “The Tab” 
while construction was underway. The 
renovation – part of the church’s “Build 
Up to Reach Out” initiative – adds more 

space to receive people from throughout 
the River Valley and help them experience 
God’s love.

“We had simply outgrown our exist-
ing church building,” Fuller said. “Build 
Up to Reach Out was launched to expand 
our existing facilities and make better use 
of what God has given us. We’ve got to 
remember that this effort has never been 
about a building project; it’s about cre-
ating space to welcome our community 
and guide our friends and neighbors into 
a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Rancho Murieta Community Church 
services will reopen indoors at 9 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. each Sunday, beginning 
in November, at 14670 Cantova Way and 
will also stream online at rmchurch.org. 
All are welcome. � H

Rancho Murieta Community Church members gather for the Serve Day kick-off on Oct. 26. Courtesy photos

Ethan Leonard, left, Isaac Leonard and 
Weston Ravencroft fill a trash bag with leaves 
at Murieta Village.

The Leaf Clean-Up Crew clears 11 yards in Murieta Village.
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Village Craft Faire Becomes Christmas Shopping Mecca

Story and photos by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Early 
Christmas shoppers seeking unique gifts 
and dessert breads to freeze for the holi-
days found themselves in paradise at the 
annual Christmas Craft Faire & Bake Sale 
in Murieta Village on Nov. 1.

The clubhouse was arranged like a bou-
tique, with merchandise artfully displayed 
and a warm, inviting atmosphere that set 
the tone for the season.

Village resident Tamsen Fox has orga-
nized the Social Committee fundraiser for 
five years.

“It was a huge success, she said. “I was 
really surprised because we had a constant 
flow of people coming in. I knew they 
weren’t going to spend a lot of money this 
year, but it all added up.”

Fox rented tables to 23 vendors who 
sold homemade crafts ranging from hand-
carved birds to jewelry, beautiful artwork 
and food items including fresh walnuts, 
pies and fudge. Another table overflowed 
with plants.

The sales went well.  
“All but three of the vendors were 

thrilled to death,” Fox said.
She hopes to expand the fair next year 

and plans to attend art shows to hand 
out cards, encouraging more artists to 
participate. 

“Professional artists who do these 
shows have their own booths and tents that 
they would be able to set up outside,” she 
explained. 

Fox believes the fair could attract pro-
fessional artists who typically pay between 
$60 and $120 to enter other area shows, 
especially with Rancho Murieta’s high-
er-income audience. The cost to rent a 
table at the fair is $25 for nonresidents and 
$20 for residents. 

A bake sale also took place in the library 
alongside the craft fair. Homemade cook-
ies, cakes, pies and loaves of bread sold 
out by the end of the event. 

“It’s a huge gift from all the people liv-
ing here who donate to that sale,” Fox 
said. 

Another fundraiser was the $5 hot dog 
lunch, with one table set aside so shoppers 
could sit down and take a break. 

One of the artists displaying her work 
was Dawnelle Sauve, who buys gourds in 
a variety of sizes and transforms them into 
fine art inside what used to be a bedroom 
in her Rancho Murieta South home. 

Asked about her Christmas ornaments, 

Sauve said each one takes a couple of 
days to complete because of the intricate 
details. 

“That’s why they cost $45 each,” she 
said. 

Village resident Teri Newby offered 
large, decorated wreaths to brighten door-
ways and smaller versions designed for 
golf carts. A new addition this year was an 
outdoor wreath featuring solar-powered 

lights. 
Sandy Weber presided over a table 

piled high with knitted and crocheted soft 
goods made during weekly meetings of 
the Village Crafters. The group donates all 
proceeds to the Sacramento Food Bank: a 
gesture that felt especially timely this year.

Fox explained that the Village Christmas 
Craft Faire & Bake Sale is the main fund-
raiser for the Village’s Social Committee. 

The committee uses the money to host 
memorial services in the clubhouse when 
residents pass away and to purchase new 
amenities for the facility.

See additional photos at therivervalley-
times.com and on Facebook. � H

Tamsen Fox waits for customers at the Christmas Craft Faire & Bake Sale in Murieta Village on Nov. 1.

Gourd artist Dawnelle Sauve adjusts her display of Christmas ornaments.

Pamela Haines can’t wait to sample the 
blueberry-lemon loaf she has just purchased 
at the bake sale.

Vendor Sandy Weber explains to customer 
Marcia that Village Crafters donates all 
proceeds from their knitted and crocheted 
soft goods to the Sacramento Food Bank.

Homemade fudge captures the attention of 
Kelly and David Bindel and vendor Lorraine 
Spradlin.

Espe Walker checks out Elinor Hunter’s 
stocking stuffers.

Harper Sommerville, 9, and Shiloh Sommerville, 6, sell “Delickable Dog Treats” at their booth.

A scrub jay hand-carved by Joe Munizich 
appears ready to get into mischief.
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members and 134 from 
social members – which 
met the quorum require-
ment. Dennis Wood and 
Walter Kim won seats 
on the board, and mem-
bers approved all four 
ballot measures: reduc-
ing the board from nine to 
seven members, authoriz-
ing bankruptcy if needed, 
allowing the club to exer-
cise its option to purchase 
the property by the Oct. 31 
deadline, and authorizing 
the board to sell the club 
to Preservation Golf or 
another entity.

“You all voted over-
whelmingly in the positive 
to give the board the option 
to do all the things they 
might need to do,” Dutton 
said later in the meeting. 
“It’s positive from our 
standpoint because we can 
see you’re behind what 
we’re doing, and that’s try-
ing to do what’s right for 
everybody out here as a 
member.”

Keeping Doors Open
Dutton said that 2022 

was the club’s worst finan-
cial year in recent memory. 

“In 2022, we were down 
over $154,000,” he said, 
explaining that the club’s 
reserves “at least kept the 
doors open.” He credited 
management and staff with 
pulling the club back into 
balance in the years that 
followed.

In 2023, federal payroll 
relief and insurance reim-
bursements produced a 
small turnaround. 

“We ended up at a 
plus $116,000, almost 
$117,000, with a slightly 
lower bank balance of 
$460,000 to $660,000,” he 
said.

The 2024 fiscal year also 
“finished pretty good.”

The club continued to 
show modest strength in 
2025, though it remains 
“a bare-bones operation,” 
Dutton said. 

“As of the end of 
September, we are posi-
tive at $12,000 basically. 

We’ve collected $230,000 
in assessment money, and 
we’re sitting at almost 
$242,000 in the good.”

But Dutton cautioned 
that roughly $100,000 of 
the apparent surplus rep-
resented budgeted money 
that hasn’t yet been spent 
on the club’s $400,000 
wage-and-hour lawsuit 
settlement. 

“The judge just signed 
off on it last month, and 
we’re going to start mak-
ing payments next month 
of $11,111 for the next 36 
months,” he said.

Assessment Gap
Looking ahead, Dutton 

said the club faces a seri-
ous shortfall in 2026 when 
the $50 monthly assess-
ment approved five years 
ago expires. Losing that 
revenue would remove 
$318,000 from the budget, 
and rising labor and supply 
costs are expected to add 
another $247,000, leaving 
a projected $565,000 gap.

“The dues will need to 
increase, obviously, by 
the maximum of 5% that 
the bylaws allow,” Dutton 
said. “But that’s not going 
to be enough money.”

A 5% increase would 
raise about $223,000, leav-
ing a $342,000 deficit. To 
close the gap, Dutton said, 
the board has two main 
options: reinstate the cur-
rent $50 assessment (and 
$15 for social members) or 
raise dues by about 13 per-
cent: roughly equal to what 
the assessment generates.

“We’ll need a 13% 
increase just to stay flat 
moving forward,” he said.

He added that a 13% 
increase would generate 
about $579,000 and barely 
balance the 2026 budget, 
leaving only a small sur-
plus of roughly $14,000.

Dutton also noted that 
a 2024 Troon Golf survey 
showed the country club 
had the lowest dues of any 
private club in the region.

Timing also matters. 
Dutton said that under the 
bylaws, dues can only be 
raised once in a 12-month 

period, meaning mem-
bers would have to vote 
to allow an earlier Jan. 1 
implementation rather than 
waiting until April 1.

Dutton also explained 
that the original assessment 
language for the Capital 
Improvements Fee was 
very broad. 

“It has not been a sep-
arate fund that has been 
set aside to take care of 
bunkers or cart paths or 
building infrastructure,” he 
said. “It has just been used 
to run the club. Without it, 
this budget would crash 
every single year.”

Six Options
Dutton said he was 

going to move on to what 
everyone wanted to know: 
the future of the club. 

“Where are we headed? 
What’s going to happen 
next?” he asked. “Wish I 
knew. I wish I had a crys-
tal ball.”

He then presented six 
possible paths:

1. New owner with 
lease: buyer assumes coun-
try club’s lease.

2. New owner without 
lease: purchase ends lease 
through negotiation.

3. Tri-party purchase: 
country club buys, then 
resells to buyer.

4. Close and exit: pay 
liabilities and walk away.

5. Bankruptcy: Not an 
option without a buyer and 
unless liabilities exceed 
assets.

6. Status quo: attempt to 
operate through October 
2028, the end of the lease.

“I don’t know that any-
body really wants to do 
that,” Dutton said of 
the status quo option. 
“Financially, we probably 
could survive, but I don’t 
think you want that to be 
the country club you’re in 
right now.”

Dutton added that mem-
bers should look at the 
club’s real financial foun-
dation when deciding what 
to do. Currently, the club’s 
total assets stand at $1.6 
million, and the liabilities 
are just over $2 million.

Preservation Golf
One of the ballot mea-

sures  authorized the 
board to sell the club to 
potential buyers, includ-
ing Preservation Golf, a 
firm already familiar with 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club.

D u t t o n  e x p l a i n e d 
that Preservation Golf 
“was involved back in 
2016 when there was an 
attempt to sell the club.” 
He said the company “is 
re-engaged” and “really 
interested in buying the 
club.”

He said the current 
board had reached out to 
Preservation Golf, with the 
property owner’s consent, 
to give members a sign of 
hope. 

“Preservation Golf is 
still actively involved in 
the process and is whole-
heartedly interested in 
buying this country club 
and doing what needs to be 
done,” he added.

Other Buyers
Dutton said he under-

stood that Rancho Murieta 
Properties was in contact 
with other potential buy-
ers and invited Ward to 
comment.

Ward spoke with emo-
t ion about  her  long 
connection to the club. 

“We want somebody in 
here that’s going to make 
this the greatest place 
they’ve ever seen,” she 
said. “We love this place. 
We want rooftops to sup-
port two golf courses.

“We can’t do it without 
the community that lives 
here, which takes it for 
granted. We’ve worked our 
asses off to get this far and 
thank the board for doing 
what they’ve done up to 
now.”

Dutton, referring to the 
club’s $24,000 monthly 
lease payment, responded 
lightly that he “almost 
thought I heard in there 
might be a little lease-pay-
ment relief someplace. 
Maybe I didn’t hear that.”

Member Group 
Attempted Purchase

An audience member 
asked Dutton what hap-
pened to members’ effort to 
buy the club (led by Tom 
Shewchuk).

Dutton clarified that the 
member-purchase effort 
“was a wholly, solely inde-
pendent group of members 
that were trying to get peo-
ple to buy in $15,000 and 
$75,000 to be an equity 
club and buy the property,” 
he said. “It was not us. … 
They showed that they 
could get enough money 
to make some improve-
ments and run the club, but 
they didn’t have the capital 
to do all the things that we 
really want to see here.

”And so for that rea-
son, it’s my understanding 
that their offer was not 
accepted,” Dutton said.

Rooftop Debate
After Dutton asked Ward 

if she wanted to elabo-
rate, she said interest in the 
club was “really more from 
developers or people that 
are looking at us getting 
this development finished 
because we need the roof-
tops to support this.

“We need more roof-
tops that are using these 
facilities and paying to 
make them even better. 
And that’s what it’s going 
to depend on. If there’s 
still going to be pushback 
about not getting rooftops, 
you’re going downhill,” 
she added.

Dutton replied that while 
members understood the 
link between rooftops and 
growth, “it’s not appropri-
ate to tell the members that 
we need to push for more 
rooftops.”

Ward asked in return, 
“Do they want this to suc-
ceed or not?”

The discussion grew 
more tense as Ward said 
the club had not fully met 
the maintenance standards 
in its 2012 lease.

Dutton acknowledged 
the point and explained the 
club’s responsibility under 
that lease. 

“The lease says that 
when we … entered into 
the first lease for the club, 
the club was bound to 
maintain the golf course 
and facilities in the con-
dition in which they were 
accepted at the time of the 
lease,” he said. “When it 
gets down to the lease here 
and the bunkers are in dis-
repair and the golf course 
and the facilities are in 

disrepair, that falls back on 
us.”

Ward responded: “Those 
deficiencies are not in 
any of your numbers for 
improvements.”

“ I  ag ree , ”  Dut ton 
responded, “but you know 
where our numbers are at. 
Our numbers are keeping 
the door open.”

Before closing the dis-
cussion, Dutton thanked 
Ward for her efforts to 
find a buyer and acknowl-
edged Rancho Murieta 
Properties’ role in shaping 
the club’s future. 

“You’re looking for a 
buyer that’s going to come 
in with the capital to do 
what needs to be done, 
and we appreciate that,” he 
said. “We really do.”

Audience Comments
Audience comments 

reflected a mix of frus-
tration and support. Tom 
Shewchuk blamed the 
club’s financial strain on 
dues not keeping pace with 
costs. Tami Fein suggested 
a communitywide fee to 
help support the club, 
but Board Member Bill 
Armstrong explained that 
it wasn’t possible.

Randy Pishek blamed 
past boards for the club’s 
struggles, Pamela O’Hern 
accused Ward of “holding 
the community hostage” 
by linking the sale to her 
property interests, and Lise 
Smith said members were 
frustrated and confused by 
misinformation.

Closing Remarks
Dutton said he would 

cont inue issuing his 
weekly Club Chat updates 
every Monday to keep 
members informed as the 
board weighs options for 
the club’s future.

Dutton ended the meet-
ing by thanking those who 
attended. 

“Expect another vote to 
come before the end of the 
year,” he said. “Everybody 
who’s a member is going 
to get their opportunity to 
weigh in on what we do 
next. And whatever that 
decision is, the board is 
going to honor it.”

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and Facebook. � H

more professionalism.
Tom Shewchuk said 

he didn’t want to down-
play the concerns raised 
by other speakers but 
noted that, based on his 
experience attending meet-
ings of the association, 
the Community Services 
District and the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club for 
more than a year, “I will be 
honest, this board runs bet-
ter than the other two.”

Stonehouse Amenity
Carl Gaither proposed 

creating a new picnic area 
with tables and a barbe-
cue spot at Stonehouse 
Park, highlighting the 
lack of communal gather-
ing spaces there compared 
to other parks in Rancho 
Murieta. He described a 
potential layout near the 
pickleball courts and sug-
gested practical features 
like a barbecue, shaded 
tables and a serving slab to 
accommodate community 
events. Gaither emphasized 
that the area is naturally 
suitable and would require 
minimal work to set up.

Board President Patrick 
O’Hern recommended 
making an appointment 
with General Manager Rod 
Hart to review and refine 
his proposal.

Motorcycle Rule
Brian Rosebrock raised 

concerns about the incon-
sistent enforcement of 
motorcycle access rules 

in the north. He faces dif-
ficulties re-entering the 
community on his motor-
cycle when patrol escorts 
aren’t available. 

“I feel bad about the peo-
ple at the gate because they 
get kind of upset when I 
just ride right through,” he 
said.

Rosebrock said he wants 
to comply with regulations 
but emphasized that the 
current process is confus-
ing and creates problems 
for residents and security 
staff alike.

Hart acknowledged the 
issue, saying something 
had to be done. He added 
that, while he couldn’t 
change the rule himself, he 
would meet with the board 
to try to find a resolution.

Robert Guerin reported 
that he, like Rosebrock, 
has faced challenges re-en-
tering the community with 
his custom trike, which 
must be charged at home, 
and has sometimes been 
told by gate staff that he 
couldn’t come in.

Community Issues
Despite his previous 

praise of the board, Tom 
Shewchuk challenged them 
to address three issues that 
affect the community as a 
whole.

His first issue was 
resolving non-resident 
gate access, especially 
for country club mem-
bers. He also suggested 
improving procedures for 
issuing citations to guests 

and workers, recommend-
ing models from other 
communities in which cita-
tions are sent directly to 
the visitor rather than the 
host resident. Shewchuk 
also recommended that the 
board take the lead in uni-
fying all of the homeowner 
associations under one 
umbrella.

Other Business
Hart reminded residents 

to submit their ballots for 
the uncontested election so 
there will be a quorum for 
the Nov. 20 annual meet-
ing. Residents submitting 
ballots by Nov. 19 will be 
eligible for a raffle offering 
an iPad and $50 gift cards.

Hart reported that the 
board approved the 2026 

budget and the 2026 
reserve study at a prior 
meeting. Member dues will 
increase by $8 a month.

Resident Robert Guerin 
announced that a pharma-
cy-telemedicine kiosk will 
be set up in the commu-
nity, although the location 
hasn’t been finalized.

T h e  R e c r e a t i o n 
Committee is planning a 
fall Bingo night on Nov. 
7, the Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on 
Nov. 28 and a holiday light 
contest with judging sched-
uled to begin on Dec. 7.

Although a draft of 

a new rule to regulate 
E-Bikes was in the packet, 
the board didn’t discuss 
it because Director Scott 
Adams, who chairs the 
Governing Documents 
Committee, didn’t attend 
the meeting. Directors 
Chris Childs and John 
Haviland were also absent.

T h e  b o a r d ’s  n e x t 
monthly meeting will 
be on Nov. 18, with the 
annual meeting following 
on Nov. 20.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and Facebook. � H

Rancho Murieta Country Club 
Confronts Tough Choices

Continued from page 1

Residents Raise Concerns at Association Meeting

Resident Carl Gaither urges the creation of a new amenity at Stonehouse Park.

Resident Brian Rosebrock 
explains why he is breaking a 
Rancho Murieta Association 
motorcycle rule.

Tom Shewchuk challenges 
the board to address 
community-wide issues.

Nellie Bloom says she 
strongly supports Danny 
Carri l lo’s  proposal  to 
f o r m  a  L e a d e r s h i p 
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Improvement Committee.

Renata Pagliaro expresses 
her dismay about the 
treatment of the Carrillo 
family.

Continued from page 1
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Christmas Dinner 
Dance Dec. 5

Please join us for a 
Christmas Dinner Dance 
on Friday Dec. 5 from 
5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church, 14673 Cantova 
Way, Rancho Murieta. 

Enjoy a buffet dinner of 
prime rib, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, salad 
and dessert. The no-host 
bar opens at 5:30 with din-
ner at 6:30. There will be 
raffles and prizes, and then 
music and dancing from 8 
to 10. 

Tickets are $55 per adult 
and are on sale before 

and after the Saturday 
and Sunday Masses at St. 
Vincent de Paul starting 
the weekend of Nov. 9 and 
10 or by calling Sherry at 
916-844-5171. 

Veterans Day 
Celebration Slated 

Nov. 11
The communi ty  i s 

invited to a Veterans Day 
celebration honoring all 
past and active duty mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed 
Forces on Monday, Nov. 
11 at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building. 

Doors open at 9:30 
a.m., and a brief program 

will begin at 10 a.m. The 
event is presented by the 
Auxiliary of the Rancho 
Murieta Post  of  the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
which is planning festive 
decorations and will pro-
vide coffee and donuts for 
attendees.

Association 
Organizes Frozen 

Turkey Drive
The Rancho Murieta 

Association Board of 
Directors will host its first 
Frozen Turkey Drive on 
Nov. 21. Residents who 
would like to donate a fro-
zen turkey can contact 

Matt at the association 
office at 916-354-3500 or 
mattm@rma-hoa.org. 

Volunteers will pick up 
the donated turkeys from 
porches throughout the 
community, and all contri-
butions will go to the Elk 
Grove Food Bank.

Jamba Juice Bar 
Opens

The Murieta Travel 
Center, which houses the 
Circle K store, a Subway 
restaurant and a Shell sta-
tion, has announced that it 
has opened the promised 
Jamba Juice Bar. 

The business hours are 

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

Jackson Highway 
Meetings Slated

T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 
County Department of 
Transportation invites 
you to join us in person 
to learn about the Rancho 
Murieta Resilience Plan for 
Jackson Highway at one of 
two meetings. The first is 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Nov. 17, and the second is 
from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
on Nov. 18. 

Both will be held at 

the  Rancho Murie ta 
Community Church, 14670 
Cantova Way.

Kiwanis SeeksSweats 
for Vets Donations
The Kiwanis Club of 

Rancho Murieta seeks 
monetary donations to its 
Sweats for Vets program, 
which runs through the end 
of December. 

Make checks payable to 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta-Sweats for Vets. 
and mail to Kiwanis at P.O. 
Box 855, Rancho Murieta, 
or place in the drop box 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building. H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.50%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC 
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family 
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado 
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be 
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal 
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is 
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other 
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within three years from the date of 
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw 
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. 
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

Annual Stand Down Event Serves Veterans
By Janna Haynes, 
Sacramento County 
Public Information Office 

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
At Mather Community Campus, 
a line of expectant veterans 
wraps around the building. Men 
and women donning hats, vests 
and jackets filled with patches 
identifying their service history: 
which branch and which war 
they survived.

Some are walking with a 
noticeable limp; others have 
prosthetic limbs showing. Many 
are in wheelchairs, having lost a 
partial or full leg. 

The air  is  heavy with 
pride and grief at the annual 
Sacramento Stand Down event. 
Pride for the service they gave 
and the brothers and sisters they 
served beside, grief for the ones 
they knew and loved who didn’t 
make it home.

Booths line both sides of the 
streets, filled with agencies and 
organizations dedicated to help-
ing veterans get back on their 
feet after returning from service. 
For some, that means filling out 
applications for VA benefits and 
healthcare. Others need more 
intervention, such as a job, hous-
ing and mental health treatment.

But every person there came 
searching for the same thing: a 
community of individuals and 
support that understands what 
they’ve been through and are 
willing to gently guide and love 
them through the struggle of 
returning to civilian life.

As folks amble booth to 
booth, the strains of a bag-
pipe ring out and a hush falls. 
The bagpiper makes his way 
around the corner, solemnly 
playing and walking his way 
through the crowd toward the 
American flag. At the conclu-
sion of his piece, another veteran 
steps up to the microphone and 
sings the National Anthem. My 
heart squeezed at the reverence 
and honor in that moment. The 
weight of sacrifice in the crowd 

was so heavy that I could barely 
breathe.

Sacramento County District 5 
Supervisor Pat Hume steps on 
stage to open the event. His dis-
trict covers Mather Community 
Campus, which houses the 
Volunteers of America (VOA) 
veteran’s service center and 

shelter, in addition to several 
additional shelter programs 
serving singles, families and 
transitional aged youth. 

Supervisor Hume shared his 
own family story of sacrifice, 
losing his father in war. Yet the 
pride in his voice is evident. He 
speaks directly to the hearts of 

each person in the crowd, “You 
are not alone. You do not carry 
this burden by yourself. Do not 
walk away today without mak-
ing the connections you need 

and the help you need.”
As the opening ceremony 

concludes, the crowd disperses 
to walk the booths they came 
to see: dental care, eye exams, 
haircuts, benefits, basic medical 
care, lunch tent and more. 

The Sacramento County 
Veterans Services Office staff 
is onsite to help people get con-
nected to VA benefits. Human 
Services Supervisor Nick 
Pulaski shares the challenges 
of connecting veterans to their 
earned benefits. 

“We see so many people with 
incomplete paperwork; miss-
ing discharge papers or the 
worst is when private compa-
nies take advantage of them by 
charging them for help,” Pulaski 
said. “We do it for free. We’ll 
never take a percentage of your 
earned benefits. We work so 
hard to help and advocate for 
our clients.”

Volunteers of America is com-
mitted to serving those who 
served our country and helping 
support them through the tran-
sition back into society. They 
serve nearly 1,400 veterans 
a year at the Mather Campus 
drop-in center. They provide 
help with resume building, 
job applications, mock inter-
views and job placement with 
cultivated veteran- friendly 
employers. 

For veterans who need 
help exiting homelessness, 
Volunteers of America also 
has on-site shelter and a hous-
ing specialist to help with 
permanent placements, includ-
ing paying rental deposits and 
first and last month’s rent.

Don Harper, the Stand Down 
Event founder and vice presi-
dent, emphasizes the moniker, 
“No wrong door” to getting 
help. 

“Our goal is to get veter-
ans off the streets and into the 
services they need to thrive, 
whatever that looks like for 
them,” Harper said. “We’re here 
to help.” 

Pictured are attendees of the Annual Stand Down Event serving local veterans. Photo courtesy of Janna Haynes

Speakers at the annual Stand Up event included members of Volunteers of 
America, an organization committed to serving veterans and helping support 
them through the transition back into society. Photo courtesy of Janna Haynes

Booths at the annual event offered 
resources to veterans getting back 
on their feet after returning from 
service. Photo courtesy of Janna Haynes 
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Born and raised in Turkey. Worked 
as an interpreter for the American 
Embassy in Turkey, speaking 3three 
languages.

Met an American ambassador’s 
daughter, whom he married in 1954.

Moved to America in 1956; the 
couple had three children: two  boys 
and a girl. Divorced in 1976.

He met Sylvia in August of 1977, 
married in 1979, had a son 1980.

Orhan had many accomplishments, 
PHD in physics. Numerous degrees in 
Engineering including patents in his 
name.

They moved to Rancho Murieta in 
1983, where he continued his love of 
golf.

He was an expert golfer, winning 
many tournaments in San Diego 
and Spy Glass; he even won a green 
jacket with Bernard Lager as his part-
ner by proxy. Both shooting 75! He 
also shot 75 on his 75th birthday.

Obtained three holes in one over 
the course of his game.

There will be a Celebration of Life 

on November 15th 2 to 5 pm at the 
Rancho Murieta  Country Club.

All who knew him are welcome to 
attend.
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Should I Ask for 
Retroactive Benefits?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I turn 70 
next month, October 
3, and am making an 
application for Social 
Securi ty benefi ts  to 
begin in January 2026. 
I want the maximum 
Delayed  Ret i rement 
Credi ts  (DRCs) and 
the highest permanent 
monthly benefit. I do 
not want to leave money 
on the table, so should 
I request six months of 
retroactive benefits or 
at least retroactive to 
October when I turn 70? 
If I do this, will I lose 
DRCs and adversely 
impact  my ongoing 
monthly benefit after 
February 2026? Signed: 
Turning 70

Dear Turning 70: I 
must ask - why claim 

your Social Security to 
start in January? You are 
entitled to your maximum 
SS monthly benefit in the 
month you reach 70 years 
of age, so waiting until 
January doesn’t gain you 
anything. You could apply 
in August, specifying you 
wish your benefits to 
start in October, and you 
would get the maximum 
age 70 benefit you are 
entitled to (e.g., the maxi-
mum Delayed Retirement 
Credits available to you, 
and the highest possible 
monthly benefit).  

Since you are look-
ing for your maximum 
DRC’s, to prevent SSA 
from giving you any ret-
roactive benefits (which 
would permanently lower 
your monthly amount) 
you should enter in the 
“Remarks” section of 
your application that “I 
do not wish to receive ret-
roactive benefits. I want 
my maximum monthly 
benefit effective with the 
month I turn 70 years of 
age.”  

If, however, for some 
reason you still wish 
to claim effective with 
January 2026, you should 
indicate in the “Remarks” 

section of your SS appli-
cation that you only 
wish three months of 
retroactive benefits, for 
the months of October, 
November and December 
2025.This is to pre-
vent you from losing the 
money you would miss by 
waiting beyond October 
to claim. If you ask for 
benefits retroactive to any 
month earlier than the 
month you turn 70, your 
monthly benefit will be 
permanently reduced.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. 

Social Security Matters

Zohran Mamdani has 
a hard time keeping it 
together when he thinks 
about Sept. 11 and its af-
termath. 

Not -- judging by his 
performance the other day 
-- when he contemplates 
the impact of two scream-
ing jetliners on the Twin 
Towers; nor when he re-
members the sacrifice of 
hundreds of courageous 
firefighters that day; nor 
when he thinks about the 
toxic, smoldering ruins 
where there had once been 
a thriving commercial 
center. 

No, the front-running 
candidate for New York 
City mayor loses it when 
he recalls how someone 
may have looked askance 
at his hijab-wearing aunt.

Or so he would have us 
believe. In giving remarks 
about supposedly rampant 
Islamophobia in the clos-
ing days of the race, Mam-
dani paused -- seemingly 
overcome with emotion 
-- when he recalled that 
his aunt gave up riding the 
train after Sept. 11 for fear 
of her safety. Mamdani 
has clarified that the wom-
an was really his dad’s 
cousin, not his aunt, but 
the narrative is more im-
portant than the facts. 

The candidate is at-
tempting to end his cam-
paign as a victim, both as a 
shield against charges that 
he’s an antisemite and as 
a way to discredit his op-
ponents and press his case 
that America is a racist so-
ciety. 

It’s extraordinary that 
more than 20 years later, 
New York City is about to 

go from a mayor, in Rudy 
Giuliani, who warned of 
the dire threat of Islamic 
terrorism, to a mayor, in 
Zohran Mamdani, who 
warns of the dire threat of 
Islamophobia. The city is 
about to go from a mayor 
who understood the stakes 
of a civilizational battle to 
a mayor who thinks the 
civilizational battle is all 
about addressing our own 
perfidy and hatred. One 
mayor saw his career re-
vived by a crisis, while the 
other will -- if he delivers 
on his agenda -- create a 
crisis. 

There was, of course, 
ignorance and malice di-
rected at Muslims after 
Sept. 11, but FBI statistics 
showed that in the decade 
after the attacks, Muslims 
suffered hate crimes at a 
lower rate than black peo-
ple, gays or Jews. 

The idea that, as Mam-
dani said in his remarks, 
Muslims have to live in 
the shadows in New York 
City, or that Islamophobia 
is just part of the back-
ground noise of our polit-
ical life, or that he himself 
has been abashed about 
his status as a Muslim 
man is absurd. 

You have to look pretty 
hard to find any residual 
effects of Islamophobia 
on the son of a Colum-
bia University professor 
and Oscar-nominated 
filmmaker, who graduat-
ed from the prestigious 
Bronx High School of 
Science and the elite 
Bowdoin College, before 
becoming a state assem-
blyman at age 29 and the 
Democratic nominee for 
New York City mayor at 
age 33. 

If this is what Islam-
ophobia looks like, every-

one should welcome hav-
ing some sectarian hatred 
directed their way. 

Mamdani complains of 
the harsh attacks by his 
opponents. What else, 
though, should be expect-
ed at the end of a high-
stakes campaign? The 
rhetorical sallies against 
Mamdani are fundamen-
tally driven by his extrem-
ist statements and radical 
associations, rather than 
his faith. 

Does Mamdani really 
believe that a Christian 
candidate who didn’t ac-
cept the existence of Isra-
el as a Jewish state, who 
smeared Israel’s conduct 
of the Gaza war and who 
refused to condemn the 
phrase “globalize the in-
tifada” would skate? Cer-
tainly, Marjorie Taylor 
Greene comes in for heavy 
criticism for her anti-Isra-
el views, and no one can 
claim that it’s anti-Muslim 
sentiment at work. 

At the end of the day, 
one of the most glaring 
problems with Zohran 
Mamdani is that, ideol-
ogy aside, he is light as 
a feather. His callow and 
self-dramatizing Islam-
ophobia speech, full of 
faux eloquence and stir-
ring resolve over nothing, 
is a case in point.

Ed Koch, a different 
kind of mayor in a differ-
ent time, said after he lost 
a re-election bid, “The 
people have spoken ... and 
they must be punished.” In 
turning to Zohran Mam-
dani, New Yorkers are 
preparing to reacquaint 
themselves with Koch’s 
wisdom.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Mamdani’s
Islamophobia Canard  

Erie Canal Contrasts Glacial Pace 
of Public Works 

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

This week, one of the 
nation’s earliest and most 
important public works proj-
ects, the 363-mile Erie Canal 
linking the Hudson River 
with Lake Erie, marked its 
200th anniversary.

There was only negli-
gible media and political 
notice. That’s regrettable, 
because the canal opening in 
1825 utterly transformed the 
nation’s economy and ignited 
its expansion from a few 
sparsely populated former 
colonies on the Atlantic Coast 
some 3,000 miles westward 
to the Pacific Ocean.

Rugged mountains had 
stymied westward expansion 
from the coastal plain into 
the Ohio River valley and the 
Great Lakes region. But New 
York Gov. DeWitt Clinton 
saw an opportunity for New 
York City to become the 
nation’s commercial capital, 
outfoxing rival Philadelphia.

The New York Legislature 
authorized construction with 
bonds in 1817 and just eight 
years later, having been dug 
mostly by hand, the Erie 
Canal opened. Tolls repaid all 
of its construction debt in the 
first year.

Eventually, of course, the 
canal’s commercial impor-
tance was superseded by 
railroads and later highways. 
But it continues to operate 
for recreational and excur-
sion boats and remains a 
symbol of how timely pub-
lic works can have major 

economic impacts.
A quarter-century after 

the Erie Canal opened, 
California was admitted as a 
state. During its first decades 
it was somewhat isolated, 
with an economy based on 
resources — gold, timber, 
farm produce, cattle, fish and, 
eventually, oil.

However, as California 
entered the 20th century, 
massive public works proj-
ects surfaced to encourage 
economic expansion and 
transformation, notably in 
Southern California. Los 
Angeles and Long Beach cre-
ated deep-water ports from 
what had been coastal mud-
flats. Los Angeles secretly 
tapped the Owens River 250 
miles away on the eastern 
slope of the Sierra Nevada, 
and built an aqueduct to carry 
its water to the city, mak-
ing its meteoric population 
growth possible.

The Great Depression 
spawned other historic pub-
lic works projects that were 
not only beneficial unto 
themselves but created much-
needed jobs.

The federal government 
built the Central Valley 
Project, a network of dams, 
including Shasta Dam, and 
canals to provide water to 
farms in the 450-mile-long 
valley.

The state built a long-
planned bridge over San 
Francisco Bay while simul-
taneously, a consortium of 
counties constructed the 
iconic Golden Gate Bridge. 
Both were finished in just a 
few years.

World War II was a mas-
sive public works project 
in California, as billions of 
dollars were poured into mil-
itary bases, aircraft factories, 
shipyards and other tools of 
warfare, transforming the 
state into an industrial pow-
erhouse. The postwar era 

brought the construction of 
freeways to handle traffic 
from the state’s population 
explosion.

Mid-century also saw 
arguably the state’s last truly 
transformative public works 
project, the California Water 
Plan. It dams the Feather 
River near Oroville with an 
aqueduct to carry its water 
from the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta to Southern 
California.

The last decades of the 
20th Century and the first 
decades of the 21st have 
been a period of stasis in 
public works.

Projects such as the tunnel 
to carry water under the Delta 
and the Sites Reservoir to 
divert and store high flows on 
the Sacramento River have 
kicked around for decades. 
Sites appears to finally be on 
track, but the tunnel strug-
gles to overcome opposition 
from local landowners and 
environmentalists.

And then there’s the bullet 
train to link the northern and 
southern halves of the state, 
first proposed a half-century 
ago and approved by vot-
ers in 2008 — but limping 
along, neither fully alive nor 
dead, with some construction 
underway but no firm finan-
cial footing.

Looking back, it’s amaz-
ing that the 363-mile Erie 
Canal could have been dug 
by hand in just eight years, 
or that the two San Francisco 
bridges were erected in just a 
few years. The contrast with 
21st Century foot-dragging is 
palpable.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Well Kings fans, the hometown boys are 
in the midst of a tough road trip and in the 
early going have a 2-4 record. That’s the 
bad news. The good news is that with the 
exception of one game, the Sactown bal-
lers have been in every game, and if it 
weren’t for horrendous free throw shoot-
ing that record could just as easily be 4-2.

There are other teams that could say the 
same thing you say, but the positive that 
comes from this is that when you know 
your weakness you can work on it and it 
can be fi xed.

Going into last week’s game against the 
Giannis Antetokounmpo led Milwaukee 
Bucks with only one win for the 2025/2026 
campaign, the Sacramento Kings stepped 
into View Fiserv Forum and handed the 
mighty Bucks a humbling 135-133 defeat 
much to the chagrin of the hometown 
fans. The Kings broke a 10- year famine 
in Milwaukee capturing a win that few 
thought was possible.

After an up and down start this sea-
son for big man Domantas Sabonis, 
the Sactown stalwart played Giannis 
to a standstill putting up 24 points, 
13 rebounds, and 6 assists. Although 
Antetokounmpo matched the effort 
by Sabonis with a 26-11-8 night, the 
Sacramento Kings did an admiral job of 
holding down the former MVP.

We have talked about the talent the 
Kings have in their starting lineup, but the 
conundrum has been putting it all together. 
In Milwaukee the big four of DeRozan, 
Sabonis, LaVine, and Schroder did just 
exactly that. LaVine led the group with 31 
points, DeRozan with 29, While Sabonis 
and Schoder both chipped in 24 points 
apiece. 

There will never be a moment in time 
when it’s ok to play pedestrian defense, 
but there are nights when you will be 
called to simply outscore your opponent, 
and Saturday night was just such a night in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Our Sacramento Kings beat a playoff 
team on their home court, much like they 
did last season to the Celtics in the Boston 
garden.

What is most telling though about this 
win, is how the starting lineup played 
together all night, and the balance with 

regards to scoring. 
Not to be lost was the contribution off  

the bench by Russell Westbrook who 
added 12 points and 10 big boards to the 
win. Russell continues to win the hearts of 
Kings fans as he gives 100% eff ort every 
night and his energy is contagious.

One of the keys was the play of Dennis 
Schroder, who on this night lived up to 
his billing. Schroder played well defen-
sively but also shot the ball in rhythm, 
scoring 24 points while adding 5 rebounds 
and 7 assists. The type of night Kings fans 
have been hoping for, and it shows the 
Sacramento faithful what is truly possible.

The tandem of Schroder at the point and 
Sabonis in the paint are secret sauce that 
when they play as they did on Saturday 
night will lead to victory after victory.

LaVine and DeRozan can be counted on 
to get their points as their pedigree speaks 
for itself, but when Schroder and Sabonis 
hold down the fort the Kings are a very 
tough opponent. 

The good news is that this does not have 
to be an anomaly, and it should not be! 
Capable? Absolutely they are capable, and 
if the Kings can continue to get this type 
of ubiquitous scoring, it will not only take 
pressure off  the bench, but it will also lead 
a pathway straight to the playoff s. Not the 
playin, but the playoff s!

Yes, the Kings still must play good 
defense, but balanced scoring as we wit-
nessed against the Bucks makes up for 
defensive mistakes, and the Kings have 
proven in the past that they are more than 
capable of putting up points.

Schroder remains a key, but let’s not for-
get that this season is not his fi rst rodeo, 
and a veteran at the helm that is not dis-
tracted by all-star caliber competition is 
just the fl oor general the Kings need.

Young rookie Nique Clifford needs 
to fi nd a way to contribute on the score-
board, and right around the corner will be 
the return of Keegan Murray. Let’s hope 
Keegan’s return will mark a contributing 
factor and not a necessity. 

Be of good heart Kings fans because the 
light is starting to shine.

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at vghar-

riskingsfan@gmail.com. 
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Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

Oct. 22
11:33 p.m., Welfare Check, North Gate, 

Officer Davis found resident asleep behind 
wheel; knocked on window to grab atten-
tion; drive woke up immediately. There 
was no sign of medical assistance needed 
or alcohol/drugs apparent. He explained 
he is a nurse who worked 24-hour shift 
and was extremely tired. Officer Davis 
offered to escort to Colina Lane, to which 
driver agreed. Officer made sure he made 
it home safely.

Oct. 24
11:04 a.m., Resident Complaint, 

Murieta South: Sgt. Arino was dispatched 
to Bermuda Court along with Compliance 
C. Smith for a gate runner to the residence. 
Subject stated to gate officer he was Uber 
but also had a strong speech barrier. South 
Gate received a phone call from the home-
owner stating the subject that was let in 
was unwanted and needed to be escorted 
out. 

Upon arrival to Bermuda Court, Sgt. 
Arino noticed the area was clear and 
made contact with the residence. Sgt 
Arino spoke with a male occupant stat-
ing a family member who was involved 
in a domestic issue has come to live with 
them and the subject who was admitted 
through the gate was the other party to this 
situation. 

He stated the subject has since left and 
provided Sgt. Arino with the subject’s 
name. 

Compliance C. Smith observed a 
white Toyota Prius parked at the corner 
of Murieta South Parkway and Callaway 
Drive appearing to watch the house from a 
distance. Both Sgt. Arino and Compliance 
C. Smith made contact with a male subject 
who provided identification and stated his 
wife and kids were at the residence and he 
was waiting for them. 

After Sgt. Arino confirmed he was 
unwanted at the residence, subject was 
asked to leave in which he complied with 
the orders given. 

Camera footage was reviewed; subject 
entered at 9:54 a.m. Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Department notified by resident.

Oct. 26
10 p.m., Speeding Complaint: Reporting 

party called on behalf of her daughter 
who was driving a red Honda Civic. She 
reported that her daughter was “brake-
checked” by an unknown gray pickup 
leaving the North community. The Civic 
passed the truck, which tailgated the Civic 
on Jackson Highway before speeding in 
front of her and brake-checking her again. 
No collision reported.

Oct. 27
6:50 p.m., Disabled guest vehicle in 

North Gate middle resident lane. Driver 
was able to repair, start and move vehi-
cle after approximately 10 minutes. Lane 
open for all traffic; area clear at this time.

Oct. 28
2:40 p.m., Vehicle Accident: Report of 

a solo vehicle traffic collision. Vehicle 
passed through the inbound resident North 
Gate lane, then drifted to the left, drove up 
the curb and came to a stop in the middle 
of the median on Murieta Parkway, about 
30 to 40 yards from North Gate. Driver 
did not complain to the RMCSD officer 
of any medical conditions; driver did not 
request medical attention.

RMCSD officer didn’t notice any signs 
of intoxication of the driver. Vehicle suf-
fered major undercarriage damage, was 
towed by an owner’s insurance company. 
Driver was taken home by the husband. 

The median is RMA HOA property and 
suffered some vegetation damage at the 
time of the collision as well as during tow-
ing. RMA HOA advised of the damages.

5:40 p.m., Resident Complaint: Report 
of black motorized bicycle/moped 
inbound Murieta Parkway. Area search; 
negative results. Canvassed the area; few 
witnesses stated that moped proceeded 
inbound Murieta Parkway from North 
Gate. Unable to locate.

Oct. 29
6:45 p.m., Welfare Check, Cazador: 

Reporting party could not establish contact 
with resident. Upon arrival, patrol con-
ducted inspection of the house; negative 
results. Sacramento Sheriff’s Department 
requested to location.

Upon arrival, SSD gained access inside 
the property with neighbor assistance 
with daughter permission. Once inside the 
property, SSD located resident inside the 
bedroom, deceased. SSD requested coro-
ner’s office to location.� H
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Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Yard Sale? 
Garage Sale?

Advertise it  in 

your local  

community 

newspaper
Call (916) 685-5533
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TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Services Available
Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with 
shopping or other activities. 
Call George at 916-470-7169 
6 am - 10 pm

Firewood

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
for sale $300 and up.  

Mix Oak, Ash, Oriental Plain. 
10660 Wilton Road,  
Elk Grove CA 95624.  

Phone (916) 709-9088

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

SECURITY LOGS

Book your ride today and 
enjoy peace of mind for  

your travel plans.

Book 24 Hours in Advance. 
Availablity is Limited.

Book online: 
goldcountryrides.com

or email: 
Goldcountryrides@gmail.com

Trust Bruce to Get you There!

Gold Country Rides is your 
go-to airport transportation 
service in Amador County. 
We offer safe and convenient 
rides to the Sacramento and 
Stockton Airports. Skip the 
hassle and enjoy stress-free 
travel every time. 

As a trusted driver and 
community member, Bruce 
understands the importance of 
dependable transportation—
especially in a rural area like 
Amador. Gold Country Rides 
is dedicated to ensuring you 
have a reliable option to get 
you to the airport on time, 
every time.

Veteran owned and 
operated, so you know you 
can rely on Gold Country 
Rides to get you there!

Affordable Airport Rides from Rancho Murieta.  
On Time, Every Time!
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Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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Snoopy Has Landed in Sacramento
Aerospace Museum of California Unveils Freeway Sign, Traveling Snoopy Exhibit

Story and photos 
by Seth Henderson

NORTH HIGHLANDS, CA (MPG) - 
Snoopy Flying Ace traveled to the 
Aerospace Museum of California as 
the organization opened its “Snoopy 
and the Red Baron” exhibit to the 
public on Oct. 18 and announced 
the pending placement of a sign 
for Interstate 80 to promote the 
museum. 

The traveling exhibit is on dis-
play in the museum until Dec. 31, 
complimenting the array of artifacts 
from World War I and memora-
bilia on display in partnership with 
the Charles M. Schulz Museum 
and Research Center in Santa Rosa. 
Schulz was the creator of the char-
acter, Snoopy, in addition to the 
Peanuts characters and some of 
the comic strips or artifacts at the 
exhibit were signed by him.

Tom Jones, the president and 
CEO of the aerospace museum, said 
during the VIP opening ceremony 
on Oct. 17 that Snoopy and the Red 
Baron was one of Schulz’s most 
popular personas of snoopy and 
that Sacramento is quite fortunate 
to have this exhibit during Snoopy’s 
75th anniversary. 

“Who doesn't love Snoopy? And 
then the kids see Snoopy and all of 
his different adventures that he goes 
on and his different personas that he 
assumes,” Jones said. “I just think 
it's a fabulous way for kids to con-
nect not only to Snoopy, but with 
aviation and aerospace.” 

Out of Schulz’s nearly 7,000 
comic strips, Jones said that he grew 
up reading those comics and some 
of the funniest ones were enlarged 
to be viewed at a distance. He said 
that the collaboration between the 
two museums was meaningful and 
allowed the aerospace museum to 
tie in other artifacts from World War 
II, showing how far Snoopy’s influ-
ence had spread.

“We’ve got great photo stations 
and all kinds of fun ways to engage 
with this exhibit,” Jones said. 
“Bring your kids, bring your grand-
kids, you know, just come see the 
museum. It's a beautiful space and 
it's super engaging for kids from 2 
to 102.”

Jones said that the museum was 
able to incorporate artifacts from 
famed aviator Clay Lacy, who is 
actively encouraging aviators and 
a donor to the aerospace museum. 
The museum’s collection also 
featured artifacts from other avia-
tors, such as Bud Anderson, Vicky 
Benzin and others. 

Lacy flew his P-51 Mustang with 
a giant Snoopy in the cockpit, Jones 
said, winning the Reno Air Races in 
1970, encouraging youth to become 
involved with aviation. He said 
Anderson, as a Boy Scout in 1934, 
became a World War II Triple Ace 
nine years later because of what 
he had learned. Artifacts depicting 
Snoopy’s tenure as a Beagle Scout 
pay tribute to Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and military members.

The Aerospace Museum of 
California also celebrated the 
approval of a new sign to be placed 
on Interstate 80 by way of legis-
lation that Jones wrote to define 
how museums are categorized with 

Caltrans. Jones said that museums 
were previously categorized with 
locations such as the Golden One 
Center or Levi’s Stadium, making 
the museum slightly beyond the 
scope of allowing signage on the 
interstate. 

Jones said Assemblymember 
Josh Hoover asked him to write a 
piece of legislation, which became 
Assembly Bill 1320 and was unan-
imously approved by the state 
assembly. Jones said that not a word 
was changed from what he origi-
nally wrote.

“Governor Newsom signed it into 
law about two and a half years ago 
and then we thought, ‘OK, great. 
We're going to get signs now,’” 

Jones said. “But Caltrans had to 
change its manual.”

Before the aerospace museum’s 
inception, City Councilmember 
Roger Dickinson said that he 
has been involved with the orga-
nization, as he was the county 
supervisor for the area at the time. 
Dickinson helped get signs placed 
on Watt Avenue. 

“This has been an outstanding 
facility with tremendous offer-
ings and great programs for kids, 
particularly in STEM subjects,” 
Dickinson said. “But as you can see 
by the location, it's a little hidden, 
so I think the significance of the 
freeway sign in particular is to let 
people know that it's here and what 

direction to go to get here.”
Dickinson said that the aerospace 

museum is a great opportunity to 
honor Sacramento’s aviation and 
military history, as well as every-
thing that goes along with it. He 
said it is one of those wonder-
ful assets that the city has to help 
inspire young people to think about 
science, technology, engineering, 

arts and math (STEAM), such as the 
California Railroad Museum or the 
Crocker Art Museum. 

Being exposed to the different 
facets of life through opportuni-
ties such as the aerospace museum, 
philharmonic or the symphony are 
experiences that help shape a per-
son’s development, Dickinson said.

Sherrie Everhart, the owner of 
Hart 2 Hart wineries, made a siz-
able donation to the Aerospace 
Museum of California, providing 
funding for high quality display 
cases. Jones said that he was friends 
and members with Sherrie’s hus-
band Jim Everhart, a member of 
the Sacramento County Sheriff's 
Air Squadron. Jones said that Jim 
Everhart unfortunately died sud-
denly a few years ago.

El Dorado Hills resident Jerry 
Bernau said that he was friends 
with Jim Everhart and attended the 
VIP opening ceremony in honor 
of his friend. Bernau said he has a 
handicapped son who enjoyed vis-
iting places such as the aerospace 

museum years ago because of its 
wheelchair accessibility. 

Bernau said he is glad to see 
how much it has grown, includ-
ing partnerships with schools or 
other organizations to keep children 
motivated. He said that a museum 
as high quality as the Aerospace 
Museum of California deserves a 
sign on the freeway.

“There's so many things com-
peting with people's time today,” 
Bernau said. “And so to have that 
sign for going up and down the 
freeway, and it's like, ‘Oh, what's 
that?  I’ve never been there before. 
I didn't even know that existed.’ So 
that's a big deal to have that.” 

The Aerospace Museum of 
California is located at 3200 
Freedom Park Drive in McClellan 
Park and was founded in 1986. The 
organization is a nonprofit orga-
nization and features a 40,000 
square-foot exhibit hall with 40 
aircraft and rockets, as well as a 
four-acre outdoor air park. The 
museum is also a Smithsonian 
Affiliate and a member of the North 
American Reciprocal Museum 
Association.

The “Snoopy and the Red Baron” 
exhibit at the museum will feature 
special weekly pop-up activities for 
visitors of all ages that bring Snoopy 
and the other Peanuts characters to 
life, according to the museum.

The museum is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays to Sundays 
and admission to the Snoopy 
exhibit is included in the muse-
um’s general admission. General 
admission is $15 and to pur-
chase tickets online, visit https://
www.aerospaceca.org/purchase/p/
adult-general-admission. 

To learn more about the 
museum, visit its website at https://
www.aerospaceca.org or call 916- 
643-3192 for more information. 

The Charles M. Schulz Museum 
and Research Center is at 2301 
Hardies Lane in Santa Rosa. 
The museum’s website is https://
schulzmuseum.org/  and i ts 
phone number is 707-579-4452. 
Follow the museum online at @
schulzmuseum.

“I don’t think there has been an 
animal character in a long time 
that has done the different things 
that Snoopy has done,” Schulz 
once reflected. “He’s an attorney. 
He’s a surgeon. He’s the World 
War I Flying Ace.” 

Awaiting the real sign, weather permitting, the Aerospace Museum of California celebrates the approval of a 
highway sign for the museum on Interstate 80. 

City Councilman Roger Dickinson poses with Snoopy at the opening 
ceremony of “Snoopy and the Red Baron,” a traveling exhibit making a pit 
stop at the Aerospace Museum of California on Oct. 16.

President and CEO of the Aerospace Museum of California, Tom Jones (left), 
stands with Mika Klinsmann from Senator Roger Niello’s office, holding a 
certificate commemorating the museums approval of a highway sign on 
Interstate 80 on Oct. 16. 

A young guest at the “Snoopy and the Red Baron” exhibit poses for a 
photo with Snoopy at his doghouse during the exhibit’s opening day at 
the Aerospace Museum of California on Oct. 16.
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 Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.

RANCHO MURIETA

HARRAH'S, IONE

just   30 MIN AWAY
BIG FLAVOR

SMALL CASINO

Association Presents Halloween, Apple Hill Events

By Wyly Haviland

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- It was all about mem-
ber  enjoyment  when 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Association Recreation 
Committee presented two 
events in October.

Halloween
After being rained out 

for the Trunk or Treat 
event at Stonehouse Park 
on Oct. 25, the Recreation 
Committee regrouped and 
hosted a festive Halloween 
party outside the associa-
tion office on Oct. 31.

General Manager Rod 
Hart and Board President 
Patrick O’Hern manned the 
grill, serving up mouth-wa-
tering hot dogs to the 
ghouls and goblins who 
haunted the event.

In addition to bags of 
traditional candy, guests 
enjoyed chips and drinks 
alongside their hot dogs. 
The li t t le ones were 
delighted with snap brace-
lets and light-up rings that 
lasted longer than their 
sweets.

Afterward, most of the 
revelers headed out in 
search of more spooks 
around Rancho Murieta.

Apple Hill
It  was a sparkling 

autumn day as a bus-
load of residents enjoyed 
a comfortable, fun-filled 
afternoon at Apple Hill on 
Oct. 23.

T h e  R e c r e a t i o n 
Committee’s trip began 
with a sweet sendoff: fresh 
donuts generously pro-
vided by the Local Bean 

Café. The bus driver fol-
lowed his GPS, which led 
to a thrilling and memora-
ble ride down Scott Road.

The first stop of the 
day was High Hill Ranch, 
where the group browsed 
the rows of craft booths 
and sampled a variety of 
apple treats.

After stocking up on 
pies, breads and other 
freshly made goodies, the 
group continued to Boa 
Vista Orchards. There, 
most took time to enjoy 
lunch outdoors and enjoy 
the sunshine before the 
return trip to Rancho 
Murieta.

Based on positive feed-
back from the participants, 
the Recreation Committee 
is considering making the 
Apple Hill excursion an 
annual tradition. � H

Youngsters line up for treat bags when the Rancho Murieta Association Recreation Committee 
hosts a Halloween party outside the office on Oct. 31. Photos by Tom Reimers

Rancho Murieta Association Director Wyly 
Haviland, left, Board President Patrick O’Hern 
and General Manager Rod Hart grill hot dogs.

Cody and Colt Hart show off their 
costumes.

A youngster drives to the Halloween event under his mother’s watchful eye.


