
By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon 
High School students, 
staff and community mem-
bers gathered in the school 
gym from 11:14 to 11:55 
a.m. on Nov. 7 for the 
school’s annual Veterans 
Day Program, recognizing 
those who have served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

As students entered, 
the Dixon High School 
band played patriotic 
music, leading them into 
the gym where members 
of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 8151, 

community guests and the 
student body assembled for 
the ceremony. A “Wall of 
Honor” displaying photos 
of students’ family mem-
bers who have served lined 
one side of the gym.

The event opened with 
a moment of silence 
for those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the presentation of 
the colors.

Principal Angela Brown, 
herself a veteran, said the 
annual assembly is a mean-
ingful opportunity for the 
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Solano Lights 
County 

Landmarks 
Green

Solano County 
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Solano 
County announced today 
that county buildings 
would be illuminated 
green as part of Operation 
Green Light for Veterans, 
a nationwide effort by 
counties, the National 
Association of Counties 
(NACo) and the National 
Association of County 
Veterans Service Officers.

From Nov. 4 to 11, 
county buildings and 
landmarks will be illu-
minated green to show 
support for veterans and 
raise awareness around 
the resources avail-
able at the county, state 
and federal levels to 
assist veterans and their 
families.

Now in its fifth year, 
Operation Green Light 
is expected to draw 
hundreds of participat-
ing counties from states 
across the nation. The 
county's role in admin-
istering services for 
veterans includes County 
Veterans Service Officers 
helping fellow former 
service members access 
more than $52 billion in 
federal health, disability 
and compensation bene-
fits each year, as well as 
other services support-
ing the approximately 
200,000 service members 
who transition into civil-
ian communities annually.

Solano County res-
idents, businesses and 
community organizations 
are encouraged to partic-
ipate in Operation Green 
Light by changing one 
light to a green bulb. By 
shining a green light, we 
let our veterans know that 
they are seen, appreci-
ated, and supported.

C o u n t i e s  a n d  r e s -
i d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country are sharing their 
participation on social 
media using the hashtag 
#OperationGreenLight. 
For more information on 
Operation Green Light, visit 
naco.org/program/opera-
tion-green-light-veterans

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Association of Counties 
(NACo) s t rengthens 
America’s  count ies , 
including nearly 40,000 
county elected officials 
and 3.5 million county 
employees. 

Founded in 1935, NACo 
unites county officials 
to advocate for county 
government priorities in 
federal policymaking; pro-
mote exemplary county 
policies and practices; 
nurture leadership skills 
and expand knowledge 
networks; optimize county 
and taxpayer resources 
and cost savings; and 
enr ich  the  publ ic ’s 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
county government. www.
naco.org� 

Dixon High School students, staff and community members gathered in the school gym from 11:14 to 11:55 a.m. on Nov. 7 for 
the school’s annual Veterans Day Program. The event included games, presentations and a patriotic spirit. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Around 20-30 Dixon High School students competed in a 
game called “Land, Sea and Air,” which tested players’ reflexes 
and listening skills. Similar to “Simon Says,” participants 
stood on the floor for “land,” jumped over a white line for 
“sea,” and jumped in place for “air.” Photo by Nicolas Brown Continued on page 10

Solano-Yolo Rugby Club to Launch Camps 

Families interested in learning more about the sport or registering for the upcoming season can attend one of the November or 
December camps for information. Camps are scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 22 and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 6. Hosted at Hall 
Park, 450 Hall Park Dr., attendees are encouraged to bring cleats and water. Photo by Nicolas Brown

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Solano-Yolo 
Rugby Club is preparing for its 
upcoming youth rugby season with 
two introductory camps scheduled 
for Nov. 22 and Dec. 6. The ses-
sions are designed to introduce new 
players to the sport while helping 
returning athletes build fundamen-
tal skills.

Club President Kelley Evans said 
the camps will focus on basic rugby 

skills in a non-contact, supportive 
environment. 

“They will receive a basic 
introduction to rugby in a fun envi-
ronment,” said Evans. “There will be 
no tackling or physical contact, just a 
focus on skills like passing the ball, 
running and evading.”

The camps will be led by head 
coach Rick Flynn, along with sev-
eral assistant coaches, including US 
Rugby Hall of Famer Steve Gray. 
According to Evans, the preseason 

sessions are open to all youth inter-
ested in the sport. 

“They’re not essential, but they 
provide a solid foundation and intro-
duction to the game,” said Evans. 
“We welcome anybody and doing the 
camp is a good way to get an early 
start on the season.”

The Solano-Yolo Rugby Club 
draws players from Dixon, Vacaville, 
Davis, Woodland and Winters, serv-
ing students from second grade 

Continued on page 2
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By MPG Staff

G3 Team vs. Team 
Submission Grappling 

Tournament
Gladiators of the Third Millennium, 

in partnership with Dixon High School 
Rams’ Vault, is hosting a Team ver-
sus Team grappling competition from 12 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Nov. 15. Held at Dixon 
Performing Arts Center, 555 College Way, 
the event offers a series of high-level 
Brazilian jiujitsu and grappling mar-
tial arts competitions among competitors 
from around the world. Tickets are $30 per 
person.

For more information, visit @g3millen-
nium on Instagram or call Team Alpha at 
707-353-0442.

Joystick’s One-Year 
Anniversary

Joystick Gaming Lounge will celebrate 
its one-year anniversary from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Nov. 15. Hosted on location, 420 
Gateway Drive, Suite C, the event will 
include a 1 p.m. ribbon cutting, perfor-
mances by Dixon Dance Studio at 2:30 
p.m. and Ramtown Karate at 4 p.m., along 
with food trucks, arcade specials, retail 
discounts and prize giveaways.

For more information, visit joystick-
dixon.com or call 707-676-5697.

“Mommy or Daddy 
and Me” Cookie Class

Every Baking Moment is host-
ing a “Mommy or Daddy and Me” 
Thanksgiving Cookie Class at 10 a.m. 
Nov. 22. Held at the shop, 143 N. First 
St., the 90-minute session costs $40 and 
includes all necessary supplies. Instructor 
Renee will lead the class, and space is 
limited. 

To register, call or text 707-693-0112. 
For more information, visit everybaking-
moment.com.

Rugby Camps
Solano-Yolo Rugby Club is hosting 

two training camps Nov. 22 and Dec. 6. 
Held in Hall Park, 450 Hall Park Dr., the 
free camps will teach 3rd- to 12th-grade 
boys and girls the basics of rugby. No 
experience is necessary, but only kids 
and adolescents from Solano and Yolo 
counties are eligible. Organizers implore 
attendees to bring cleats and water. Camps 
are scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 22 
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 6.

Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion ,  v i s i t 
solanoyouthrugby.com or email solanoy-
olorugbyclub@gmail.com.

Dixon Girls Softball 
Registration

Dixon Girls Softball has opened regis-
tration for the Spring 2026 season. Early 
registration ended Oct. 31, but regular 
registration began Nov. 1 and lasts until 
Dec. 31. Regular registration costs $225.  
Dixon Girls Softball is also looking for 
dedicated and enthusiastic coaches to join 

their 12U Travel and 10U Select teams for 
the upcoming season. 

For more information or to register, visit 
dixongirlssoftball.com or email infor@
dixongirlssoftball.com. Coaching appli-
cations are available on the Dixon Girls 
Softball Facebook page.

A Magical Victorian 
Christmas

The City of Dixon, in partnership 
with the Downtown Dixon Business 
Association (DDBA), is hosting yule-
tide festivities in the downtown area from 
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 6. The event will 
include a stationary parade of Christmas 
floats and tractors, a special appearance 
from Santa, live music, train rides, ven-
dors and the tree lighting at 7 p.m. in 
Women’s Improvement Park, 220 N. 
Jefferson St. Notably, First Street/CA 113 
will be closed between East C Street to 
East Mayes throughout the event.

For more information, visit downtown-
dixonca.com or call 707-678-8400.

Veterans Dinner
American Legion Post 208 is hosting a 

Veterans Dinner at 6 p.m. Nov. 14. The din-
ner, held at The American Legion Veterans 
Hall, 1305 N. First St., offers an all-you-
can-eat meal for $12 per guest. Entrees 
include fried fish, hush puppies, coleslaw 
and French fries. Dinner will be served at 6 
p.m., but the bar opens at 4:30  p.m. 

For more information, visit American 
Legion Post 208’s Facebook page or call 
707-678-6308.

Kids Homework Help
Dixon Library is hosting after-school 

homework help courtesy of Dixon High 
School Key Club from 4 to 5 p.m. Nov. 
17. Held at the library, 230 N. First St., the 
free event is on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and space is limited.

For more information, visit solan-
olibrary.libnet.info/events or call 
1-866-572-7587.

DUSD Fall Festival
Dixon Unified School District is hosting 

a Fall Festival from 5 to 7 p.m. Nov. 15. 
Held in the Dixon High School Quad, 555 
College Way, the free event will include 
wagon rides, a petting zoo, a dunk tank 
and performances by Ramtown Karate and 
more. Organizers recommend bringing 
cash, as all cash donations directly bene-
fit Dixon schools.

For more information, visit the Dixon 
Unified School District Facebook page or 
call 707-693-6300.

Lunch Bunch at Solano 
Baking Company

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting another lunch bunch networking 
event from noon to 1:30 p.m. Nov. 18. 
Held at Solano Baking Company, 1160 
Pitt School Rd. B, the free event offers 
guests a no-host lunch and networking 
opportunities.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org, or call 707-678-2650.� 

Dixon News Briefs

The City of Dixon, in partnership with the Downtown Dixon Business Association (DDBA), is 
hosting yuletide festivities in the downtown area from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 6. Photo by Nicolas Brownthrough 12th grade. Middle school prac-

tices are set to begin the week after the 
Dec. 6 camp, while the season for under-12 
and under-10 divisions will run from early 
January through March. The high school 
team will begin preseason practices in 
January, with league play starting in March 
and continuing through May.

According to Evans, the club’s high 
school team is looking forward to the 2026 
season after reaching the final of the Silver 
Division last year. 

“We came up short, but the team was 
playing superbly by the end of the year,” 
said Evans. “We’re excited because we 
have a lot of returning players.”

The Solano-Yolo program emphasizes 
teamwork, discipline and respect; Evans 
considers these core values of the sport. 

“The greatest hallmarks of rugby are 
teamwork, learning to work with and sup-
port others, and respect, not just for yourself 
and the team, but for the opposition, the 
referee and the game,” said Evans. “It’s 
a tough game physically, but it is a very 
rewarding experience for building character 
within the players.”

The club also hopes to expand participa-
tion among younger age groups, particularly 
under-12 and under-10 players. Last sea-
son, the club’s under-10 team served as 
mascots for the U.S. vs. Japan international 
rugby match in Sacramento. According to 
Evans, this experience highlights the unique 

opportunities rugby offers young athletes.
Rugby’s growing popularity in the United 

States is another factor fueling the club’s 
outreach efforts. 

“In 2031, the U.S. will host the Men’s 
Rugby World Cup, and in 2033, the wom-
en’s,” said Evans. “The U.S. will soon be 
under the spotlight of rugby. The high 
school players of 2026 may be on the inter-
national team of 2031.”

Rugby has deep roots in the Solano-
Yolo region. Dixon High School won the 
National High School Rugby Championship 
in 2012, following Vacaville’s national title 
in 2007. Davis native Thretton Palamo went 
on to play 19 times for the U.S. National 
Team, and Woodland’s Babe Slater cap-
tained the U.S. Olympic team to a gold 
medal in 1924.

Families interested in learning more 
about the sport or registering for the upcom-
ing season can attend one of the November 
or December camps for information. Camps 
are scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 22 
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 6. Hosted at 
Hall Park, 450 Hall Park Dr., attendees are 
encouraged to bring cleats and water.

“Our main goals are to provide a reward-
ing experience for youth in our community, 
foster respect for others and teamwork, and 
to provide enjoyment,” said Evans. “We 
want to grow the program.”

For more information, visit soloyouth-
rugby.com, or contact Kelley Evans at 
916-761-3467.� 

Solano-Yolo Rugby Club 
to Launch Camps 

Continued from page 1

Middle school practices are set to begin the week after the Dec. 6 camp, while the season 
for under-12 and under-10 divisions will run from early January through March. The high 
school team will begin preseason practices in January, with league play starting in March and 
continuing through May. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Supporting Families During the 
Federal Government Shutdown

Dixon Unified School District 
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Unified is here 
to support families through the fed-
eral government shutdown. Free meals, 
on-campus food banks, and community 
resources are available for those in need. 
Those wishing to donate to the school 
food banks can contact isabella.quiniola@
dixonusd.org. Together, we can ensure no 
student or family goes without support. 

Dixon Unified está aquí para apo-
yar a nuestras familias durante el cierre 
del gobierno federal. Hay comidas gra-
tis, bancos de alimentos en las escuelas 
y recursos comunitarios disponibles 
para quienes lo necesiten. Quienes 
deseen donar a nuestros bancos de 
alimentos escolares pueden comuni-
carse con isabella.quiniola@dixonusd.
org. Juntos, nos aseguraremos de que 
ningún estudiante o familia se quede 
sin apoyo. � 
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By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Dixon High School Hall 
of Fame Association held 
its annual Inductee Dinner 
on Nov. 8 at Madden Hall 
in the Dixon May Fair 
grounds, 655 South First 
Street. The evening’s 
theme, “By Honoring 
the Past, We Promote 
the Future,” guided the 
gathering.

The program began 
with socializing and a 
no-host cocktail hour 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 
6:45, with a salad course 
preceding a steak or veg-
etarian entrée. Live music 
set the tone as 30 tables 
filled with friends, fam-
ily members, former 
classmates and current 
well-wishers. During the 
event, Dixon High School 
Athletics Association 
(DHSAA) sold drink tick-
ets. The table was staffed 
by volunteers Raquel 
M c M u l l e n ,  Yv o n n e 
Lenhares and Katie Tully. 
According to Lenhares, 
a portion of ticket sales 
will support Dixon High 
School sports programs.

Dinner was catered by 
Bud’s Pub & Grill and a 
no-host bar, covered by 
the Lions Club, included 
alcohol supplied by the 
DHSAA. Sponsors for 
the event included MVP 
Sports Group, the Lozano 
Family and Nickum 
Holdings Inc. Each table 
was supplied with Taffy 
by Silveyville Christmas 
Tree Farm.

At 8 p.m., master of 
ceremonies Sheila Barrett 
McCabe opened the 
induction ceremony with 
the national anthem and 
remarks acknowledging 
past inductees present.  

McCabe said, “When 
I think about my high-
s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e , 
athletics and agriculture 
played important roles 
in my development… 
Tonight, we have the priv-
ilege to honor those with 
high character and ath-
letic prowess. While we 
come together to honor 
Dixon High School’s ath-
letic past, we also wish to 
honor our athletic future.”

Inducted  in to  the 
Class of 2025 were: Dan 
Caldwell (Class of 1958), 
Cindy Duncan (Class 
of 1969), John Alarcon 
(Class of 1975), Keith 
Jones (Class of 1988), 
Patrick Denofrio (Class 
of 1991), Michelle Bello 
(Class of 2009), Madison 
Dwelley (Class of 2013), 
Coach Gabe Villasenor 
and Special Contributor 
Willis Simpson. Also rec-
ognized was the 1953-54 
Boys’ Basketball Team 
(Coach Archie Yelle; 
Jerry A’Day, Bob Barker, 
Steve Bartok, Lonnie 
Cagle, Farrell Funston, 
Dave Mills, Dave Muller, 
Tino Munoz, Ronnie 
Parkhurst, John Simpson, 
Bob Younger).

Caldwell moved to 
Dixon in 1943 and 
achieved three varsity let-
ters. He also helped lead 
the school to the 1956 
YCAL Championship 
and the 1957 SCAL 
co-championship. 

“Oh it’s fun to be rec-
ognized,” said Caldwell. 

“This is all brand new 
to me. I thought I was 
going in with the team, 
but they’re putting me in 
by myself. I was surprised 
and grateful.”

Duncan, a self-de-
scribed “1950s tomboy,” 
was also honored, being 
one of the first female ath-
letes to earn accolades 
at the school. Denofrio, 
unable to attend, was 
represented by his JV 
football coach, accepting 
on his behalf. Simpson’s 
son,  John Simpson, 
accepted the award for his 
father. The team members 
present from the 1953-54 
Boys’ Basketball Team 
were invited to the stage 
for recognition. Each 
inductee received a trophy 
and a plaque. The eve-
ning concluded with each 
inductee donning a green 
jacket, symbolizing their 
Hall-of-Fame status.

According to Michelle 
Bello, the class of 2009 
Inductee, the event allows 
her to continue her fam-
ily's legacy of athletic 
excellence. 

Bello said, “Oh gosh, 
I mean, I’m definitely 
grateful, my cousin, my 
grandfather and dad have 
all been inducted, so 
it’s nice to continue the 
family legacy. I’m very 
thankful, even surprised. 
When you play sports, 
you don’t really think 
about accolades or rec-
ognition, so it’s nice to be 
appreciated.”

Also noted were the 
2025 Dixon High School 
Male Student Athlete of 
the Year, Nathan Bloom, 
and the Female Student 
Athlete of the Year, 
Tatianna Treisman.

Organizers reminded 

attendees that nomina-
tions for the Class of 2026 
are open online and next 
year’s dinner is scheduled 
for Nov. 14, 2026.

The dignitaries and 
honorees  ce lebra ted 
alongside sponsors and 
volunteers who helped 
ensure the evening’s suc-
cess, reinforcing the 
event’s goal of honoring 
past achievement while 
inspiring future genera-
tions of Dixon Rams.

For more information, 
visit dixonhighhalloffame.
com or email dixon-
highaa@yahoo.com.� 

Dixon Athletes Honored at Hall of Fame Induction Dinner

The Dixon High School Hall of Fame Association held its annual Inductee Dinner on Nov. 8. The inductees included (left to right) Danny Caldwell, Keith Jones, Michelle Bello, Madison Dwelley, 
Coach Gabe Villasenor, and many others. Photo by Nicolas Brown

At the end of the ceremony, Inductees were gifted green jackets, confirming their hall-of-fame status. Photo by Nicolas Brown

The program began with socializing and a no-host cocktail hour from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:45, with a salad 
course preceding a steak or vegetarian entrée. Dinner was catered by Bud’s Pub & Grill. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Sponsors for the event included MVP Sports Group, the Lozano Family and Nickum Holdings Inc. Each table was also supplied 
with taffy by Silveyville Christmas Tree Farm. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Live music set the tone as 30 tables filled with friends, family members, former classmates and 
current well-wishers. During the event, Dixon High School Athletics Association (DHSAA) sold 
drink tickets. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Dixon High School sports programs. Photo 
by Nicolas Brown
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Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
When I started my busi-

ness, I never realized just 
how lonely leadership can 
feel. The weight of every 
decision, pressure to protect 
the culture and having very 
few peers who understand 
how heavy things can be is 
overwhelming sometimes. 
How did you stay grounded 
and connected during the 
early days of building your 
company?

– Derek
Dear Derek,
I’m going to be honest 

with you. The reason you 
feel like you’re doing it 
all alone is because you’re 
doing it — all alone. And 
you’re right. It’s heavy, 
and it gets lonely. But it’s 
one of the prices you pay 
when you decide to own 
and run a business and 
serve others. For better or 
worse, it goes with the ter-
ritory.

When I first started, I 
didn’t know of any busi-
nessmen’s groups or sup-
port organizations for 
small-business leaders. So, 
I took a pretty simple route 
and began calling and 

emailing other business-
people and ministry lead-
ers, asking if they’d like 
to do a weekly Bible study 
together. It wasn’t some-
thing I was teaching; I just 
wanted to get in a room 
and connect with people.

Putting together that lit-
tle group turned out to be 
one of the best things I’ve 
ever done. We learned so 
much about God, our faith 
and ourselves over the 14 
years we met together. 
We went through a lot of 
life together — good and 
bad. Eventually, we began 
learning about each other’s 
businesses and careers, 
and we began exchanging 
ideas that helped us all 
learn and grow profession-
ally as well.

Of course, now I have 
a wonderful team around 
me, and things aren’t so 
lonely anymore. My lead-
ership group is made up 
of men and women of all 
ages. They’re all very 
mature, sophisticated and 
smart. We’re here for each 
other every day.

That said, I still think 
it’s extremely important 
to associate with people 
who are at, and beyond, 
the level you find yourself. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re 
talking about spiritual de-

velopment or everyday 
business practices — the 
principle’s the same. So, 
I’d suggest finding a lo-
cal civic club or advisory 
group, something that fea-
tures group coaching like 
we do in EntreLeadership. 
Ask about becoming a 
member of something like 
this, or just start attend-
ing meetings of your local 
Chamber of Commerce 
and introduce yourself. My 
guess is you’ll find plenty 
of folks in the same place 
you are, and with the same 
concerns you have.

I really appreciate the 
honesty and vulnerabili-
ty in this question, Derek. 
God bless you, and best 
wishes!

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of The 
Ramsey Show. He has ap-
peared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morn-
ing, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people 
take control of their mon-
ey, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.  H

Sometimes, It’s Lonely 
at the Top

Dave Ramsey
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Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG
Friday, October 10
0831 Information report taken in the 500 block of College Way. 
1354 Death investigation in the 1400 block of Ingrid Drive. 
2211 Assault with a deadly weapon investigation in the 1300 block of West H Street. 
Thursday, October 9
0553 20001 CVC, hit and run with injury at the intersection of Pedrick Road and E80. Suspect Christian 
Ramirez-Martinez (20-year-old male, out of Dixon) was arrested and transported to Solano County Jail. 
Victim was transported to Sutter Davis. 
1324 Information report taken in the 1300 block of Lincoln Street. 
1355 Non-injury collision report taken in the 700 block of Alwin Drive. 
2030 Domestic violence investigation in the 1300 block of West H Street. 
2248 Salvador Duran (45) of Winters was contacted in the 2100 block of Mourning Dove Drive and later 
arrested for DUI, violation of DUI probation and driving on a suspended license. 
Wednesday, October 8 
0945 Confidential report taken in the 700 block of West F Street. 
1159 5150 W&I (Mental health hold) in the 1400 block of Ary Lane. 
1343 Courtesy 415 PC (Disturbing the peace) in the 1600 block of Exposition Parkway. 
1426 Information report in the 1300 block of Cornell Drive. 
1930 Oscar Orozco (31) of Dixon was arrested in the 1000 block of North First Street and arrested for 
trespassing and violation of probation. 
0040 Flavio Ortiz (44) of Dixon was contacted during a vehicle stop in the 2800 block of West A Street and 
arrested for driving on a suspended license. 
Tuesday, October 7
1033 Fraud report taken at the Police Department. 
1054 Information report taken at Dixon High School. 
1400 Confidential report taken in the 800 block of North Adams Street. 
1711 Hit and run accident reported in the 400 block of East Mayes Street. 
2027 An informational report was taken in the 200 block of Bowen Lane. 
0052 A warrant arrest report was taken in the 2000 block of North First Street. Officers contacted (S) Charlie 
McNeil (65) of Dixon. McNeil had 8 outstanding warrants for arrest. McNeil was arrested and transported to 
the Solano County Jail.
Monday, October 6
0830 Information report taken at the Police Department. 
0912 Hit and run reported in the 100 block of South Second Street. 
1126 Restraining order violation reported in the 1400 block of Nut Tree Avenue. 
1942 A felony hit and run, and possession of brass knuckles arrest report was taken at the intersection of S. 
First St. at East Pkwy. Officers contacted (S) Andrew Clark (38) of Yuba City. Clark was arrested and booked 
into the Solano County Jail. 
2036 A theft report was taken in the 1600 block of North First Street. 
Saturday, October 5
0939 Flavio Ortiz (44) of Dixon was contacted in the area of West F Street/Glenside Drive and arrested for an 
outstanding misdemeanor warrant. 
1110 two-vehicle non-injury collision in the area of South Fifth Street/South Seventh Street. 
2144 A driving with a suspended driver’s license and warrant arrest report was taken at the intersection of 
Pitt School Road. at Rehrmann Drive. Officers contacted (S) Elvis Linn (21) of Dixon. A records check revealed 
that he had two outstanding warrants out of Placer County and Solano County. Linn was arrested and 
transported to the Solano County Jail. 
1942 A felony hit and run, and possession of brass knuckles arrest report was taken at the intersection of S. 
1st St. at East Pkwy. Officers contacted (S) Andrew Clark (38) of Yuba City. Clark was arrested and booked into 
the Solano County Jail. 2036- A theft report was taken in the 1600 block of North 1st St. 

Council Approves Updates 
for Cannabis Businesses

By Shaunna Boyd

DIXON, CA (MPG) - At the Nov. 4 meeting of 
the Dixon City Council, official changes 
to the city’s Cannabis Business Pilot 
Program were considered. 

The pilot program was established in 
2017, and since that time there have been 
three approved and operational cannabis 
businesses: one manufacturing, BEGK, 
and two dispensaries, Club420 and Dixon 
Wellness. 

At a prior meeting, the City Council 
discussed potential updates to the pilot 
program and provided feedback to staff. 
Proposed changes included clarifying 
the procedural requirements for cannabis 
business entitlements and strengthen-
ing the City’s enforcement authority to 
ensure consistent compliance with local 
and state regulations. 

Now back before council for approval, 
the changes in the conditions of opera-
tions include standardized conditions that 
apply to all cannabis businesses, along 
with a streamlined review process and 
improved clarity for operators. 

Another change is the prohibition of 
temporary structures, while allowing a 
compliance period for operators to make 
the switch to permanent structures. 

At a later date, the city plans to move 
forward with authorizing the Marijuana 
Business Tax, approved as Measure K by 
voters in 2016, which allows up to a 15 
percent tax of gross receipts of any can-
nabis business. Existing businesses won’t 
be subject to that tax as long they main-
tain development agreements (DAs) with 
the city, which instead impose specific 
fees for a public benefit fund to support 
fire and police department positions. 

The DAs for the retail businesses pre-
viously set the monthly public benefit fee 
of 5 percent of gross sales or $30,000, 
whichever was higher. But council had 
requested it be changed to just 5 percent 
since many of the businesses are cur-
rently struggling financially. 

Another change requested by council 
was more flexible regulations for can-
nabis delivery, to ensure the existing 
businesses can remain competitive. Only 
businesses with current licenses to oper-
ate in Dixon will be legally allowed to 
deliver within city limits, so any deliver-
ies from operators in other areas will not 
be permitted. 

Other changes include the requirement 

of a conditional use permit and four-year 
terms for the DAs, which will now be 
optional. 

Some significant revisions in the 
enforcement policies include permit 
revocation if operators violate any part 
of their permit or agreement, violate city 
code or state laws or regulations, or fail to 
pay required taxes. They can also impose 
fines for some violations and temporarily 
suspend the permit in the case of health or 
safety issues. 

It was also proposed that each business 
would be subject to an annual random 
financial audit, requiring them to respond 
and provide financial documents within 
48 hours of the audit notification. 

During public comment, Dixon 
Wellness CEO Haley Andrew said it 
would be difficult to provide all required 
financial information for an audit within 
48 hours. Instead, she suggested that 
operators should respond within 48 hours 
to begin working with the auditor and 
gathering the documents. 

Councilmember Kevin Johnson said 
that the DAs for the established cannabis 
businesses expired much too long ago, 
and he urged staff to expedite the process 
to set new agreements, so the operators 
know how to move forward. 

City Attorney Douglas White said it 
would be reasonable to adjust the lan-
guage to allow a response to the audit 
within 48 hours and then allow the oper-
ators the necessary time to work through 
the audit process. 

The Council voted unanimously to 
approve the updates to the Cannabis 
Business Pilot Program. 

During General Public Comment, a res-
ident expressed concern about the recent 
appointment of an assistant city manager. 
He thought there was supposed to be a 
public announcement and recruitment 
period for new employees, but he didn’t 
hear anything about it until the council 
approved the position at the last meeting. 

City Attorney White clarified that 
the employment rules referenced by the 
speaker applied to represented employees 
who are part of a union group. He said 
directors are contract employees who are 
direct appointments of the city manager, 
and the requirement is just that their con-
tract be ratified by the council in a public 
meeting. 

The next meeting of the Dixon City 
Council is scheduled for Nov. 18. � 
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A Film and TV Review  
by Tim Riley

“BOSTON BLUE” 
AND “SHERIFF COUNTRY” ON CBS
Television network executives always find 

ways to be boastful regarding any data to 
bolster claims of superiority over their com-
petitors.  CBS, which has been known as the 
Tiffany Network for high-quality program-
ming, is no different than its rivals.

Case in point would be the CBS claim that 
it is on track to win its 17th consecutive sea-
son as the most watched network.  

The network is banking on two new police 
procedurals to help deliver good ratings.

For the fall season, “Boston Blue” picks 
up, in a manner of speaking, where “Blue 
Bloods” left off after more than a decade 
as the popular show about the Reagan law 
enforcement family in the New York Police 
Department.

Moving from the Big Apple to Beantown, 
NYPD detective Donnie Wahlberg’s Danny 
Reagan ends up in Boston when his son Sean 
(Mika Amonsen), a rookie in the Boston 
Police Department, becomes seriously 
wounded while attempting a rescue in a burn-
ing building.

While “Boston Blue” is considered a drama 
that expands the beloved “Blue Bloods” uni-
verse, the other new police series is “Sheriff 
Country,” which is similarly viewed as an 
extension of the hit drama “Fire Country.” 

“Boston Blue” is off to a promising start.  
It’s fresh, and yet Donnie Wahlberg informed 
critics at the CBS press conference that he 
looked “forward to bringing faith, family, 
and tradition back to television on Friday 
nights,” which stays true to the “Blue Bloods” 
principle.

When Danny Reagan comes to Boston, he 
wastes little time getting involved in chasing 
a suspect.  Out of his law enforcement juris-
diction, Danny runs afoul of Boston detective 
Lena Silver (Sonequa Martin-Green), who 
just happens to be a member of a law enforce-
ment family not dissimilar to the Reagans.

Lena’s mother is District Attorney Mae 
Silver (Gloria Reuben).  Her stepsister is 
Boston Police Superintendent Sarah Silver 
(Maggie Lawson).  Sarah is Mae’s stepdaugh-
ter.  Add into the mix rookie cop Jonah Silver 
(Marcus Scribner), half-brother to Sarah.  
Well, that appears to be how they are all 
related.

Jonah is a friend and partner to Danny’s 
son Sean; both went through the police acad-
emy together.  Both also ran into the burning 
building on that fateful night, with Jonah sav-
ing Sean when he was seriously hurt by an 
explosion.

During the first two episodes, Danny is 
authorized by the Police Superintendent to 
work with Lena to investigate the case of a 
murder victim that Jonah and Sean came upon 

when attempting to save workers from the 
fiery conflagration.

Given the title of “Boston Blue,” one 
expects that Danny Reagan may have to trade 
his Mets t-shirt for a Red Sox jersey, if only 
because he does, in fact, wind up working 
with the Boston Police Department.

While spun off from another series based 
in the same fictional town of Edgewater, 
California, “Sheriff Country” stands alone in 
storytelling that tangentially refers to its con-
nection with the rural nature of wildfires in 
“Fire Country.”

Morena Baccarin stars as the interim sher-
iff Mickey Fox, who is unlike the Reagan law 
enforcement family in “Blue Bloods.”  While 
she wears a badge, her father Wes (W. Earl 
Brown) is a criminal who is now trying to be 
a legal grower of marijuana.

Trouble at home for Mickey causes dis-
tractions not just in dealing with her father, 
but her teenage daughter Skye (Amanda 
Acuri) struggles with staying sober, while her 
boyfriend Brandon (John Daniel) has been 
arrested for selling narcotics.

To say that life is complicated for Mickey 
overlooks the additional matter of her polit-
ical survival in an upcoming election.  Her 
top deputy Nathan Boone (Matt Lauria) may 
be angling for the job himself by ingratiating 
himself with local kingmaker Punch Elliot 
(Sean Bell).

If all this is not enough drama for the 
Sheriff, Mickey’s ex-husband Travis Fraley 
(Christopher Gorham), a local attorney, is 
now romantically involved with Sheriff’s dep-
uty Cassidy Campbell (Michele Weaver).  

At a CBS conference for critics, Michele 
Weaver summed up the dynamic of the series, 
noting the “writers do such a good job of 
making these characters human, and you get 
to know these humans, the good and the bad, 
and the messiness of them.”

Edgewater turns out to not to be a sleepy 
town.  Rampant crime may jeopardize 
Mickey’s bid for election.  Still, “Sheriff 
Country” juggles plenty of personal dynam-
ics to hold interest in where relationships play 
out. 

The fall season had originally planned to 
include a new drama from Dick Wolf, best-
known as the producer of the “Law & Order” 
television franchise and familiar for creating 
other law enforcement series like “Chicago 
P.D.” and “FBI.”

What’s next for Dick Wolf is new series 
“CIA,” a one-hour drama centered on two 
unlikely partners.  Tom Ellis stars as a reck-
less CIA case officer teamed up with a 
by-the-book FBI agent who believes in the 
rule of law.

Apparently, “CIA” is now destined for 
mid-season to allow for creative thinking, 
or something of the sort, for a show that’s 
also considered an expansion of Dick Wolf’s 
“FBI” universe.� 

“BOSTON BLUE” CRIME SHOW SPINOFF; 
“SHERIFF COUNTRY” ON CBS
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Ella is more than 
just a ghost bound to 
her house; she is the 
essence of the house, 
and the house is an 
essence of her. Ella's 
father first succumbed 
to the poison tea 
brewed by her step-
mother, and then Ella. 
Though she drank 
less than her father, 
it was the fall that 
took her life, as the 
house shuddered in 
shock of its owners’ 
losses, the house kept 
her trapped within its 
walls. Both house and 
Ella were then one, 
and through that, Ella 
felt every part of the 
house, as the house 
felt her. For Ella, being a ghost was very 
much the same; her stepmother and step-
sisters could still see her presence, binding 
her to the cleaning and household chores. 
But Ella longed to escape from the house's 
grasp as well as her stepsisters, if even for 
a moment, but neither of them was willing 
to let her go. 

Years passed, and then one day, the 
shackles were lifted, just for a mere 
moment, and Ella discovered a way to 
escape the bonds that held her tethered to 
the house. Even though no one could see 
her, Ella was free to walk upon the city 
streets and sit invisible within the ballet 
theater's seats, drinking in all the beauty 
of the ballet. But this little bit of sanctuary 
only lasted until the stroke of midnight, 
when Ella was yanked back into the 
bounds of her house's walls. 

Ella was perfectly content with her 
new ghostly life, wrapped in the music 
of the ballet, until she made an unlikely 
friendship with a fairy charm seller. Who 

tempted her with 
the greatest piece of 
magic. For a small 
barter, Ella could 
take an almost human 
form, for 3 nights, in 
order to attend the 
Prince's ball. Ella 
couldn't resist the 
thought of the music, 
the dancing, and 
the chance at free-
dom, and instantly 
accepted. 

Ella wasn’t there 
for the Prince, but 
the  moment  she 
laid eyes upon him. 
Recognition drew. 

And just for one 
moment, Ella had the 
chance to dream and 
dance! But not all 

fairy tales have a happy ending? Or do 
they? 

Freya Marske's retelling of the famous 
fairy tale we all knew growing up is not 
just a retelling, but a complete reimag-
ining. She takes the familiar elements of 
fairytale magic, magical shoes, and a clock 
that strikes midnight, and shatters them. 
This story takes a haunting spin on magic, 
longing, and finding where one truly 
belongs. Marske whisks her readers into a 
time of forgotten fairy tales and candlelit 
balls, luring them in with the sweet sounds 
of music that slowly drift into a haunting 
lullaby. Readers will be enchanted by the 
story, longing for a fairy tale ending. 

While at its core a true fairytale, this 
Cinderella retelling is crafted for the adult 
reader who never quite outgrew fairy tales 
and yearns to be enchanted by magic once 
more. A gentle echo of a traditional fairy 
tale intertwines with longing and desire, a 
haunting echo that envelops the reader like 
a ballroom dance. 

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbooks

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

Cinder House 
by Freya Marske 

♦ Publisher: Tor Dot Com 
♦ Intended Audience: Adult

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001516

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Mak Dental, 
480 Redwood Street, Suite 13, 
Vallejo, CA 94590. 
Dental Office of Mounir N. 
Guirguis DDS, Inc., 4424 
Winterberry Court, Concord, CA 
94521. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
October 14, 2025. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: April 1, 2016
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
October 13, 2030. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Oct 24, 31, Nov 7, 14, 2025 
MAK 11-14-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001535

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Neighborhood 
Christian School, 955 E A Street, 
Dixon, CA 95620. 
Norcal Christian Schools Inc, 955 
E A Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
October 17, 2025. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: January 1, 1979

This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
October 16, 2030. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Oct 31, Nov 7, 14, 21, 2025 
NORCAL 11-21-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001550

The following persons are 
doing business as: Tally Ho 
Bookkeeping Services, 360 
Ostergard Aly, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Derolyn Rene Ostergard, 360 
Ostergard Aly, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
October 21, 2025. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
October 20, 2030. The filing of this 

statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Oct 31, Nov 7, 14, 21, 2025 
TALLY 11-21-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001531

The following persons are doing 
business as: Little Spool House, 
810 June Court, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Brooke Cances, 810 June Court, 
Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
October 16, 2025. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: January 1, 2025
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
October 15, 2030. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Oct 31, Nov 7, 14, 21, 2025 
LITTLE 11-21-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001464

The following persons are doing 
business as: Legacy Creative 
Productions, 225 Fairoaks Drive, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Legacy Creative Productions 
LLC, 225 Fairoaks Drive, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. 

Date filed in Solano County: 
September 29, 2025. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before 
the expiration September 28, 
2030. The filing of this statement 
does not itself authorize the use in 
this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 
ET SEQ., business, and profes-
sions code.)
Publish: November 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025 
LEGACY 11-28-25

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU25-09118
Lourdes Maria De Herrera filed 
a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as fol-
lows: Lourdes Maria De Herrera 
aka Lourdes Maria De Soto to 
Lourdes Maria Herrera
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written 
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 

scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show why 
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the peti-
tion without a hearing. December 
11, 2025, 8:30 a.m. Department 
8, Room I, Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, Old 
Solano Court House, 580 Texas 
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Wendy Getty
Dated: October 15, 2025
Publish: November 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025
HERRERA 11-28-25

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  
RUSTY HOWARD NAGLE 

CASE NO. PR25-00292
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of 
and persons who may be oth-
erwise interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of Rusty Howard 
Nagle.
 A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by Julie Ann Wanderstadt, in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, requesting 
Julie Ann Wanderstadt be ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive(s) to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
 The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the executor to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, 
the executor will be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
have consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
 A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
December 17, 2025, 9:00 a.m. in 

Dept 5; Room; 301 Superior Court 
of California, County of Solano, 
600 Union Street, Fairfield, CA 
94533. 
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or 
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other 
California statutes and legal au-
thority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. The 
name, address and telephone 
number of the Petitioner is: Julie 
Ann Wanderstadt, 725 West F 
Street, Dixon, CA 95620; 916-
585-2872
Publish: November 7, 14, 21, 2025
NAGLE 11-21-25
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • THANKSGIVING
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Fresh Prince: “____ 
ya later!”
6. Say “no”
9. “Nana” author Émile 
____
13. Capital of Vietnam
14. The home of the 
brave, acr.
15. Increase rpms (2 
words)
16. Like yesteryear
17. Rejuvenating spot
18. Like a solder at 
attention
19. *Pumpkin pie or 
pecan pie, e.g.
21. *Plymouth ____
23. Seek damages
24. Light on one’s feet
25. Like The Beatles
28. Certain blast’s 
origins
30. *What tom said
35. Iranian money
37. Precedes GPT
39. Water nymph
40. Wisconsin’s western 
neighbor
41. One tenth
43. Mountain, in 
Germany
44. The Statue of Liberty 
island
46. Cat sound
47. Instinctive motive
48. 1970s dance clubs
50. Do like buffaloes
52. Distress acronym
53. Opposite of genuine
55. Bow or bolo
57. *Moisturizing 
kitchen tool
60. *Turkey prepared 
certain way
64. Bottom line
65. Pub offering
67. Alley cat, e.g.
68. Extreme suffering
69. International help, 
e.g.
70. Bullwinkle J. ____
71. Fitness facilities
72. July-August sign of 
Zodiac
73. More so than #12 Down

DOWN
1. Not barefoot
2. Gender checkbox
3. Peters out
4. Loamy deposit
5. Form a queue (2 words)
6. Head and shoulders 
sculpture
7. Venomous snake
8. Civil rights organization, 
acr.
9. Whole number between 
-1 and 1
10. *Biscuit baker
11. *She took away the 
football from Charlie Brown
12. Mentally quick, e.g.
15. Put trust in (2 words)
20. Respond
22. Website address 
ending
24. Eminence
25. *Deep-____, turkey 
prepared certain way
26. White condiment
27. Sheds tears
29. *Mayflower
31. Hindi courtesy title
32. Coffin holders
33. One of Florida Keys
34. Ruler sides, e.g.

36. Not of the cloth
38. Through, to a poet
42. Muse of love poetry
45. “Killing Me ____ with 
His Song”
49. Fraternity letters
51. Unwholesome atmo-
sphere
54. Cattle enclosure in 
African village
56. Bar, legally
57. Unidentified aircraft
58. Niels Bohr’s study 
object
59. Without, à Paris
60. Overhaul
61. *Turkey ____, 5K run
62. “At ____!” military 
command
63. Indigo user
64. “You’re it” game
66. Rest in state
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Dixon Independent Voice 
is a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher.” If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for 
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on 
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our 
contributors.
The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents 
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed 
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the same 
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 
Dixon Independent Voice

100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).

Main Office Address: 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more 
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published 
weekly on Friday.

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1993
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

PROPANE

RobL@alliedprogas.com

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

We live where you live
We understand your propane service needs. 

WE ARE

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More

FLOORING

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group
    Facebook: @MPG8dotcom

For Sale
V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

Health/Wellness
XOSIALX – Get Social. Be 
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is 
redefining energy for every-
one. It provides an authentic, 
jitter-free boost that appeals to 
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have 
avoided them due to artificial 
ingredients or harsh effects. 
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Need Help?

Hire A Pro!

Are You a Pro?

Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 916-773-1111

Get the 
word out!

Buy and Shop Local!

GOT LOCAL 
NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773-1111

Advertise in your 
local community 

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Classified
Advertising
Sell Your Stuff!  
Reach 1000’s  
of Readers 
Every Week!

916-773-1111

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/dixon-independent-voice
Stop by for a visit

DixonIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoice

www.IndependentVoice.com

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE 

DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111
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Ongoing Activities:
Alcoholics 

Anonymous – If you 
want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to 
stop drinking, we can 
help. Call Alcoholics 
Anonymous at 800-970-
9040 for either local 
meeting information or 
to speak to someone. 

American Legion 
Dinners – Every Friday 
night at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 1305 
N. First St. Prices range 
from $12 to $17 depend-
ing on menu. Live music 
every Friday. Live band 
first and third Fridays. 

Bingo – Is played 
every  Monday and 
Wednesday at the Senior/
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. 
5th St., beginning at 12 
p.m. Call 707-678-7022 
for more information.

Friendship Services 
of Solano County – Do 
you spend a lot of time 
alone? Would you like a 
telephone companion? 
Call Friendship Service 
at 707-644-9062 x242 
or 707-644-8909 and ask 
Cyndi about becoming 
a client. It’s free. A pro-
gram of Catholic Social 
Services. A provider of 
the Napa-Solano Area 
Agency on Aging. Email: 
friendship@csssolano.
org. 

Meals on Wheels – 
Homebound seniors can 
receive meals delivered 
to their homes by call-
ing 707-425-0638. Lunch 
also served at the Dixon 
Senior Center, 201 South 
5th St. at 11:30 a.m. M-F. 
Reservations required – 
call 707-425-0638 one 
day in advance. 

Regular Meetings:
Al-Anon – Family 

and friends of alcoholics 
can get support through 
Al-Anon, which meets 
Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. at 
the United Methodist 
Church, 209 N. Jefferson 
St. 

American Legion – 
Dixon Post 208 meets 
at 7 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each 
month at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 1305 N. 
First St.. For informa-
tion, call 707-678-6308. 
Also visit us online at 
www.dixonveterans.org/
Legion.

American Legion 

Auxiliary – Dixon Post 
208 meets at 6 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday 
of each month at the 
Veterans Memorial Hall, 
1305 N. First St.. For 
information, contact Pat 
Holland (President) at 
707-678-3685 or Leah 
Marlin (Vice President) 
at 530-304-5385. Visit us 
online at www.dixonvet-
erans.org/Legion.

Anderson PTO  – 
Meets monthly at 7 p.m. 
at Anderson Elementary 
School, 415 East C St. 
Email andersonroadrun-
nerspto@gmail.com for 
dates. 

Bids For Kids – Is a 
volunteer organization 
created to promote and 
foster youth partici-
pation in agriculture. 
Anyone interested in 
this endeavor is wel-
come and encouraged to 
attend our monthly meet-
ing. Meetings are held 
every third Thursday 
of the month. For more 
information, please con-
tact secretary, Lisa Dage 
at 707-246-5623, fived-
ages@sbcglobal.net or 
president, James Fuller 
at 916-952-0167, james-
kfuller@yahoo.com. 

Boy Scout Troop 
152 – Meets Tuesdays, 
7 to 8:30 p.m., in the 
Social Hall at United 
Methodist Church, 209 
North Jefferson. Scouts 
is for boys 11 to 18 years 
old. Contact Matt at 
707-685-1750 or email 
scoutmaster@troop-
152dixon.com for more 
information. Check us 
out on the web @ troop-
152dixon.com." 

Chief Solano Kennel 
Club, Inc. meetings – 
at 7:30 p.m. on the first 
Thursday at the Elmira 
Fire Station. Call Linda 
at phone below to RSVP. 
Open to everyone. No 
July meeting. For info 
call 446-7492 or visit 
www.chiefsolanoken-
nelclub.org. 

Chief Solano Kennel 
Club, Inc. classes – 
Puppy Socialization 
6:20 to 6:50 p.m. (4 
to 12 mos), Beginning 
Obedience 7 to 7:40 
p.m. (4 mos & older) 
indoor training classes 
on Wednesdays at the 
Elmira Fire Station, as 
well as Conformation 

classes at 7:50 to 8:30 
p.m. for those who 
show dogs or are inter-
ested in showing their 
dogs. Classes are open 
to everyone and their 
canine companions. 
Classes are not appropri-
ate for aggression issues. 
Discounts for Seniors 55 
and over, Juniors under 
16, and those who have 
adopted a dog from the 
Humane Society, a breed 
rescue group, or your 
local shelter. Bring adop-
tion certificate when 
you register. Visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.
org. 

CITY OF DIXON: 
The following meetings 
are held in the Council 
Chamber at 600 East 
A St. The agendas are 
available before meetings 
at www.ci.dixon.ca.us. 
For further information, 
call 707-678-7000 and 
ask for the City Clerk’s 
office, Planning Dept., 
Parks & Recreation 
Dept., or Transportation 
Dept.
	 City Council – Meets 

on the first and third 
Tuesdays of every 
month at 7 p.m. 

	 Planning Commission 
– Meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. 

	 Parks & Recreation 
Commission – Meets 
the fourth Tuesday of 
every month at 7 p.m.

	 Transportation 
Advisory 
Commission – Meets 
the third Wednesday of 
every EVEN month at 
7 p.m. 
Dixon Adult Literacy 

Program – Solano 
County Library Adult 
Literacy Services is 
seeking volunteers to 
help an adult with their 
reading, writing, or 
English-speaking skills at 
the Dixon Public Library. 
No experience neces-
sary, flexible hours. All 
training and materials 
are provided. Contact: 
Literacy@solanocounty.
com or 707-784-1526.

Dixon Boat Club – 
Meets first Thursday 
of the month. For more 
information, call Butch 
at 707-678-3622.

Dixon Downtown 
Business Association – 
Dedicated to enhancing 

the business environment 
and promoting the revi-
talization of downtown 
Dixon as the cultural 
center of the community. 
Merchant meetings are 
held on the first Thursday 
of the month at vari-
ous locations. Log onto 
www.downtowndixonca.
com, email DDROAC@
yahoo.com, or call 707-
678-8400 for  more 
information. 

D i x o n  G a m e  & 
Conservation Club 
– Meetings on second 
Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. at the Game 
Club Building on East 
Mayes. For more infor-
mation, contact John Kett 
at 916-284-4683. 

Dixon His tor ica l 
Society – Meets quar-
terly on the third Sunday 
of Feb., Apr., Aug., and 
Oct. from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the Dixon United 
Methodist Church Social 
Hall located at 209 N. 
Jefferson St. in Dixon. 
Meetings include a his-
torical representation 
and announcements 
of upcoming events. 
Anyone interested in the 
history of Dixon, and its 
surrounding areas, is wel-
come! You do not need to 
be a member to attend, 
and all presentations 
are free to the commu-
nity. The Dixon History 
Museum is open for vis-
its, Thursdays 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and Saturdays 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For fur-
ther information, please 
contact us at www.dix-
onhistoricalsociety.org. 
Email dhs.dixonhistori-
calsociety@gmail.com, 
or call 707-693-3044. 

Dixon Kiwanis Club 
– an International civic 
organization serving 
the community through 
enhancing children’s 
lives meets on the fourth 
Monday of each month 
at the Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce Conference 
Room. Call  Krist in 
Janisch at 918-840-0785 
for more information. 

Dixon Lions Club – 
Since 1954, the Dixon 
Lions Club is a group of 
local people who identify 
needs within our Dixon 
community and work 
together to fulfill those 
needs. Internationally 
our 45,867 clubs & more 
than 1,347,322 mem-
bers make us the world’s 
largest service club 
organization. We meet 
first/third Wednesdays 
at Bud’s Pub & Grill 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Website: http://e-club-
house.org/sites/dixonca. 
Facebook page: Dixon 
Lions Club.

D i x o n  R o t a r y 
Club – Meets on most 
Wednesdays at noon 
at The Creative Space, 
160 West A. St., Dixon. 
Rotary is the world’s 
first and oldest service 
club organization with 
over 1.4 million mem-
bers working locally 
and internationally to 
improve health and san-
itation, combat hunger, 
provide education, and 
promote peace. For more 
information and meet-
ing confirmation, contact 
Rotary President Marlene 
Vega at 707-678-9368.

D i x o n  S c o t t i s h 
Cultural Association 
– Open to anyone who 
is interested in celebrat-
ing Scottish culture. 
Meetings are on the 
third Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall, 
1305 N. First St. For 
details, visit https://scot-
sindixon.us/. 

Dixon Senior Club 

– Meets the second 
Tuesday of each month 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at the Dixon Senior 
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. 
Fifth St. For more info, 
call 678-7022.

Dixon Toastmasters/
Public Speaking Club – 
Need to speak in front of 
people? Want to improve 
your communication 
skills? Want to have 
fun learning? Check us 
out! We meet Mondays 
at 7 p.m. at the Living 
Hope Church. For more 
info, call or text Lynda 
Mendez at 530-665-
0948 or Rose Cooke at 
707-297-0918.

D i x o n  Wo m e n ’s 
Improvement Club 
– From September 
through May of each 
year, the Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club dedi-
cated to the betterment of 
Dixon, meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month 
for stimulating presen-
tations, activities, and 
friendships. Meetings 
are held at the Dixon 
United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall. 

Dixon Youth Soccer 
Board Meetings – The 
board will meet the third 
Tuesday of each month, 
except for December, at 
the Sutter West Medical 
Cen t e r  Con f e r e nc e 
Room, at 7 p.m. 

Domestic Violence 
Support  Group  – 
Thursdays from 10 to 
11 a.m. at SafeQuest 
Solano, 1234 Empire 
St . ,  Fair f ie ld .  Info 
707-422-7345. 

Dry Dock  – This 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
group meets Mondays, 
7 to 8:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays, 10 to 11 
a.m. at Dixon United 
Methodist Church, cor-
ner of B and N. Jefferson 
St.

Fairfield/Suisun Bass 
Reapers – Meets first 
Tuesday of each month at 
RoundTable Pizza, 5085 
Business Center Drive, 
Fairfield. For more info, 
call 707-429-3239. 

Friends of the Dixon 
Public Library – Meets 
at the library on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the 
month at 5 p.m. For 
more information, call 
707-624-0144.

Gretchen Higgins 
P a r e n t  Te a c h e r 
Organization – We meet 
the second Monday of 
each month in the library 
at our school. Email 
ohpto1525@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Independent Order of 
Oddfellows Montezuma 
Lodge #172 – Meets at 6 
p.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the 
month at 111 West A. 
St., Dixon above Bud’s. 
For more info, call Jason 
530-400-0281 or Ed 
916-837-6865.

Lambtown 
Committee – Meets third 
Monday each month at 6 
p.m. at Veteran’s Hall. 
Email John Knight at 
johnknightpto@gmail.
com

Living With Cancer 
– Support Group for 
people who have or 
have had cancer meets 
the first, third, and 
fifth Tuesday of every 
month, 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
in the Dining confer-
ence room at Woodland 
Memorial  Hospi ta l , 
1325 Cottonwood St., 
Woodland. Free. 

Narcotics Anonymous 
– Open meetings are held 
every Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Dixon 
United Methodist, 209 
N. Jefferson St. (Corner 

of West B and N. 
Jefferson). For helpline 
information and other 
meetings, go to www.
napasolanona.org. 

Northern Solano 
D e m o c r a t i c  C l u b 
(NSDC) – Meets on 
the second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. 
at IBEW, 30 Orange 
Tree Circle, Vacaville 
(behind Home Depot). 
For more information, 
contact Jeanie White 
615-260-7896 or email 
pres.nsdc@gmail.com. 
Visit our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
northernsolanodems/. 

NSDC Democrats in 
Action – Monthly lunch 
meeting is every fourth 
Thursday at noon at Fuso 
Italian Restaurant at 
535 Main St., Vacaville. 
Meet to discuss actions 
that can be taken towards 
local, state, and national 
political issues. See 
above for contacts. 

Promises AA Group 
– Meets Fridays at 
7:30 p.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 209 
N. Jefferson St.

Sexual Assault Support 
Group – Tuesdays from 
6 to 7 p.m. at SafeQuest 
Solano, 1234 Empire 
St . ,  Fairf ie ld.  Info 
707-422-7345. 

S o l a n o  C o u n t y 
M e n t a l  H e a l t h 
Education – Monthly 
presentations on vari-
ous topics will be held 
on the fourth Thursday 
of each month from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at 2101 
Courage Dr., Fairfield. 
Call Rachel Ford at 
707-784-8362 for more 
information and monthly 
topic. 

Sons of the American 
Legion – Meet every 
second Wednesday of 
the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Dixon American 
Legion Post 208 Hall. 
For information, call 
Wayne  Hol land  a t 
707-301-0941. 

Soroptimist 
International of Dixon 
– Meets Thursdays at 
noon at the Dixon United 
Methodist Church (20 N. 
Jefferson). Call President 
Barbara  Rigdon a t 
408-306-7390. Mail: 
P.O. Box 472, Dixon, CA 
95620.  

3 6 t h  D i s t r i c t 
Agricultural Assn. – 
Board of Directors meet 
the second Wednesday 
of each month, 6 p.m. in 
the board room located 
at 655 S. First St. (Dixon 
May Fair)

Tremont Teachers 
and Parents Association 
– Meets the second 
Tuesday of every month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Tremont School. For 
more information contact 
678-9533.

Toastmasters – Meets 
every other Monday from 
7 to 8 p.m. Contact Lynda 
Mendez at 530-665-0948 
or email her at mende-
zlynda55@yahoo.com 

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) – Dixon 
Post 8151 meets at 7 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday 
of each month at the 
Olde Vets Hall, 231 N. 
First St. For information, 
contact Cecil Dennings 
(Commander) at 209-
395-8019. Also visit us 
online at m.facebook.
com/DixonVFW.

Yo u n g  L a d i e s 
Institute of  Dixon 
– Meets  the  th i rd 
Thursday of the month 
at St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 105 S. 2nd St. All 
Catholic women are 
invited to attend. For 
more information, call 
Virginia Fletcher at 
678-5145. � 

Community Calendar

Walnut Growers Optimistic 
About Markets

After several challenging years, California 
walnut growers were optimistic this fall as 
harvest met with more favorable market 
conditions. The industry entered the 2025-
26 marketing year essentially sold out of 
supply, which growers expect will make it 
easier to sell this year’s crop—projected to 
be 710,000 tons—at higher prices. Strong 
export demand, a new domestic marketing 
push and mild summer growing condi-
tions that produced high-quality nuts have 
buoyed the industry. “I think we’re in a 
good position to be able to move a lot of 
the crop at a decent price,” said Daniel 
Bays, who grows walnuts and other crops 
in Stanislaus County. “Last year’s small 
crop with relatively good quality primed 
the market where the buyers are looking at 
California for high-quality nuts.”
California Farm Advocates Seek Rule 

Change on Autonomous Tractors
California farm advocates may be closer 
than ever to achieving regulatory changes 
that would clear the way for wider adop-
tion of autonomous tractors in the state. 
Despite entrepreneurs from the Golden 
State developing cutting-edge technol-
ogy used on farms around the world, the 
use of autonomous tractors is largely pro-
hibited on California farms due to a 1977 
workplace safety regulation. In November 
2024, state regulators impaneled an advi-
sory committee comprising various 

stakeholders to examine the issue, and the 
regulators are expected to release a report 
later this month summarizing the commit-
tee’s work over the past year. “I believe the 
regulations will change in the near future,” 
said Tim Bucher, co-founder and CEO of 
the Bay Area-based company Agtonomy. 
“In the meantime, we work together and 
continue to educate.”

California Euthanizes Four Wolves 
after Nonlethal Deterrence Failed

After months of failed efforts to reduce 
“an unprecedented level” of livestock kills 
using nonlethal methods, the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife said it 
euthanized four gray wolves from the 
Beyem Seyo pack in Sierra Valley last 
month. “This decision was not made lightly 
nor was it easy,” CDFW Director Charlton 
Bonham said. According to the department, 
the pack had become habituated to preying 
on cattle as a primary food source, and the 
feeding pattern was being taught to young 
wolves, which would leave to form their 
own packs and teach the same cattle-prey-
ing behavior to future offspring, threatening 
the “ecological integrity” of the endan-
gered species’ recovery. Steven Fenaroli, a 
California Farm Bureau director of policy 
advocacy, said the organization supports 
CDFW and local law enforcement for “pro-
tecting public safety and taking decisive, 
science-based action to address escalating 
wolf predation on livestock in Northern 
California.”� 
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Pro-Housing Laws Have Failed 
to Raise New Home Numbers

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California YIMBY, an orga-
nization founded eight years 
ago to promote housing con-
struction in response to an 
ever-increasing gap between 
demand and supply, held a 
victory party in San Francisco 
recently.

“Welcome to the most 
victorious of California 
YIMBY’s victory parties,” 
Brian Hanlon, founder and 
CEO of the organization, told 
attendees.

Its acronym (Yes In 
My Backyard) symbol-
izes its years-long battle 
with NIMBYs (Not in My 
Backyard), people and groups 
who have long thwarted hous-
ing projects by pressuring 
local governments that control 
land use.

YIMBY’s party marked the 
passage of several pro-hous-
ing legislative measures this 
year, two of which have long 
been sought by housing advo-
cates. Assembly Bill 130 
exempts many urban housing 
projects from the California 
Environmental Quality Act, 
while Senate Bill 79 makes it 
easier to building high-density 
housing near transit stations in 
large cities.

“2025 was a year,” Hanlon 
gleefully declared.

The celebratory atmo-
sphere was understandable 
because this year’s legislative 
actions capped a half-decade 
of ever-mounting state gov-
ernment activism on housing 
that followed Gov. Gavin 

Newsom’s 2017 campaign 
pledge to build 3.5 mil-
lion new units of housing if 
elected.

That goal was wildly unre-
alistic, as Newsom should 
have known, but he did push 
hard for legislation to remove 
barriers to housing develop-
ment. His housing agency 
also ramped up pressure on 
local governments to remove 
arbitrary hurdles that YIMBY-
influenced officials had 
erected and to meet quotas for 
identifying land that could be 
used for housing.

However, the celebration 
omitted one salient factor: 
Pro-housing legislative and 
administrative actions have 
failed to markedly increase 
housing production.

New housing starts were 
around 100,000 a year when 
Newsom took office in 2019, 
and they are about that num-
ber today, with the net 
increase even lower.

As the Housing and 
Community Development 
Department admits in its 
statewide housing plan, “Not 
enough housing being built: 
During the last ten years, 
housing production averaged 
fewer than 80,000 new homes 
each year, and ongoing pro-
duction continues to fall far 
below the projected need of 
180,000 additional homes 
annually.”

The Census Bureau calcu-
lates that since Newsom took 
office, new housing permits 
in California ranged from a 
high of 120,780 units in 2022 
to a low of 101,546 last year. 
Newsom’s own budget agrees 
with the Census Bureau’s 
data for the same period and 
projects future construction 
through 2028 at 100,000 to 
104,000 units a year.

Those are the numbers. But 
how data on housing is col-
lected and collated has been 
a somewhat murky process, 

and opponents of housing 
projects often challenge 
how they comport with quo-
tas the state imposes on local 
communities.

Fortunately, the Census 
Bureau has unveiled a new 
statistical tool that should go 
a long way toward having 
complete data that includes 
not only conventional single- 
and multi-family projects, but 
alternative forms of housing 
such as backyard granny flats, 
officially known as Accessory 
Dwelling Units; basements or 
garages that are transformed 
into apartments; single-fam-
ily homes converted into 
duplexes or apartments; 
mobile homes or office build-
ings that become housing.

The tool uses several 
sources of data but is heavily 
reliant on the Postal Service, 
which maintains a constantly 
updated roster of addresses 
that includes all housing types.

More accurate data should 
make it easier to overcome 
conflicts and may even reveal 
that California’s pro-hous-
ing actions have had positive 
effects that current methodol-
ogy misses.

“The housing crisis has 
persisted in part because we 
haven’t been able to measure 
our progress accurately,” an 
article about the new tool pub-
lished by the Niskanen Center, 
a think tank, concludes. “With 
the Census Bureau’s Address 
Count Listing File data, that 
excuse is gone. Now the ques-
tion is whether policymakers 
will use this powerful new 
tool to finally build the hous-
ing America needs.”

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring a 
column four times a week that 
offers his view and analysis of 
the state’s political, economic, 
social and demographic 
trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

In the NBA there are no white fl ags or 
throwing in the towel when the game is 
so lopsided that you can’t bear to watch 
another minute. No, that option just 
doesn’t exist.

After defeating the mighty Milwaukee 
Bucks on their home floor and backing 
that up with a win against the bay area 
Golden State Warriors, fans were begin-
ning to raise an eyebrow. It appeared that 
the Sactown boys were starting to gel, but 
lopsided losses to Oklahoma City and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves removed any 
temporary euphoria that Kings fans might 
be feeling.

Exposed? 100% exposed and more than 
just a little bit embarrassing, and what did we 
get to hear from head coach Doug Christie? 
We were told once again that the Kings need 
to play better defense as they had just allowed 
144 points on their home court. 

Defense you say. In the past 12 months 
the Sacramento Kings have walked out the 
door Davion Mitchell, Jonas Valanciunas, 
and Isaac Jones, and what do they have to 
show in return. Not a single player, and 
my question is why did you give up on 
each of these players?

The Sacramento franchise is suffer-
ing from a prolonged attack of talent 
fatigue. That’s a condition that renders 
front offi  ce’s the inability to assess talent, 
and the Kings have been suff ering from 
this malady for decades. Even a change in 
ownership didn’t fi x the problem, as Vivek 
Ranadive took over where the Maloofs 
left off , and the Sacramento fans believed 
that some semblance of normality would 
fi nally surface.

But alas, that has not been the case. 
G.M.’s and coaches have come and gone, 
but the same inability to assess talent 
remains. 

Last night, fan favorite and the Kings 
best defender Keon Ellis remained on the 
bench for the fi rst 3 quarters watching the 
game, before coach Christie seemed to 
remember that he was available and then 
came in when the game was long decided.

Russell Westbrook is the real deal and 
still has a load of game at the tender age 
of 36. Westbrook has quickly won the 
hearts of fans, and much like Domantas 
Sabonis he brings 100% eff ort every night. 

Westbrook is a pleasure to watch and if 
used correctly can be a game changer.

Drew Eubanks has been a pleasant sur-
prise that no one saw coming and backing 
up Sabonis as Domantas has battled nag-
ging injuries early in the season, Eubanks 
has been more than earning his keep.

The play of Zach Lavine cannot be 
overstated as he has been stellar from start 
to fi nish and could easily be heading to 
an all-star invitation. LaVine has stepped 
up his defensive presence while leading 
the team in scoring nearly every night. 
His 3-point shooting is over 40% and is 
among the league leaders. Add to that the 
component of leadership, and it’s safe to 
say the Kings would not have 3-wins were 
it not for Zach Lavine.

Once again, the Kings are getting what 
they paid for in DeMar DeRozan and much 
like Russell Westbrook, DeMar looks 
ageless.

So why have the Kings lost 7 or the fi rst 
10 games? I go directly to the inability to 
assess the talent that is already on this team.

Sitting Keon Ellis for 3 quarters for the 
2nd straight game against a high-powered 
Minnesota team lacks understanding, but 
it’s not just Ellis that is a head scratcher. 
Why has Doug McDermott sat on the 
bench for the fi rst 10 games when he is a 
proven 3-pont shooter and could be used 
as a rotational player. Not just garbage 
time, but minutes in the fi rst half as well.

I fail to understand how the Kings can 
cut ties with Isaac Jones but retain other 
players that never even see a minute of 
action.

It didn’t take the Detroit Pistons long to 
take advantage of the Kings mistake and 
add Mr. Jones to their roster.

Look for Isaac in the playoff s this year 
because that’s where you will fi nd him.

If I sound a little frustrated, you read 
this right. It’s time to wake up and smell 
the roses and I’m talking to the Kings 
franchise. Let’s act like we’ve been there 
before.

Let’s not throw in the towel Kings Fans, 
but rather hope that the coaching staff 
wakes up soon!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 
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The public television celebrity 
Fred Rogers taught empathy in 
his TV show—for other people 
and for the kids watching. That’s 
a form of social-emotional learn-
ing. Rogers worked with child 
psychologist Margaret McFar-
land to make sure each episode 
connected with kids and did that 
job. Courtesy photo

Dear Leonel,
I’ve met some naughty 

cats. I’ve also known some 
misunderstood ones.

I asked my friend 
Chris Barry why humans 
are sometimes like that, 
too. He’s a psychologist 
at Washington State 
University.

He told me we’re talking 
about behaviors that don’t 
align with social norms. 
They give most people bad 
feelings. That’s like feeling 
uncomfortable when 
someone does something 
violent or mean.

Sometimes those 
behaviors come from 
the person’s nature, or 
temperament. Sometimes 
they happen because the 
person enjoys taking risks. 
Or maybe they struggle to 
think before they act.

It could be all those 
things, even within 
the same person. Plus, 
temperament, thrill-
seeking and impulse 
control all have to do 
with how someone’s brain 
works.

One big factor is how 
old the person is when 
the behavior starts. If 
they’re super young, 
that’s a clue it might be 
related to temperament. It 
may continue when they 
grow up.

If the behavior starts 
during adolescence, it 
might be temporary. 
People sometimes take 
more risks during those 

Dr. Universe: Why do some humans 
like to do bad things? Is it the 

thrill or were they always born bad
     - Leonel, 14, Texas

years. They usually stop as 
they mature.

Sometimes “bad” 
behaviors tell us 
something else. Maybe the 
person is unhappy, afraid 
or hurt. Maybe they don’t 
know how to say that. 
So, it comes out in their 
behavior.

It’s complicated because 
humans are complex 
animals.

Barry told me empathy 
is a big part of human 
behavior. That’s the ability 
to understand and share 
someone else’s feelings.

“We start to demonstrate 
empathy from a very 
young age, even within 
the first two years of life,” 
he said. “It doesn’t have 
to be full-blown empathy, 
like how adults empathize 
with friends who are going 
through a tough time. It’s 
just being responsive to the 
distress of other people.”

Empathy is seeing 
someone cry and feeling 
bad for them. Or watching 
someone get hurt and 
understanding how bad 
they feel.

How much empathy a 
person feels is a spectrum. 
Some people respond 
strongly to other people’s 
feelings. Some people have 
a hard time connecting 
with other people’s 
emotions. Most people are 
somewhere in between.

People with low empathy 
may not connect their 
behavior with how it makes 
other people feel.

But feeling empathy 
isn’t the only option. 
People can also think 
empathetically. They can 
learn to imagine another 
person’s perspective—even 
if they don’t connect with 
their emotions.

People can also learn to 
maximize their executive 
function. That’s how we 
manage our time and 
goals. It’s also how we 
check our impulses and 
think through decisions. 
That’s easy for some people 
and harder for others. But 
everyone can get better at it 
with practice.

That’s why we need 
caregivers and experts to 
teach us those empathy and 
social-emotional skills. It 
works best if that learning 
starts when we’re small. 
That gives us a long time to 
practice being thoughtful 
humans—or cats.

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe
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school community to show gratitude. 
“As a veteran, being part of an annual 

Veterans Rally holds a special place in my 
heart,” said Brown. “It’s a time to stand 
together, students, staff and community, to 
honor those who served and to remind us 
all that freedom is not free. Each year, this 
gathering keeps the spirit of gratitude and 
service alive.”

The program featured interactive games 
among students and teachers, with each 
team representing a different branch of the 
military. In the first game, competitors car-
ried red, white, blue and green balloons 
from one side of the gym to the other with-
out dropping or popping them. The blue 
team took the win.

Another game, “Land, Sea and Air,” 
tested players’ reflexes and listening skills. 
Similar to “Simon Says,” participants 
stood on the floor for “land,” jumped over 
a white line for “sea,” and jumped in place 
for “air.” About 20 to 30 students were 
selected at random to compete, as class-
mates cheered them on.

Air Force veteran and VFW member 
Jessica Peris, who served six years, said 
programs like this one help students under-
stand the meaning of service and sacrifice. 

“Honoring our veterans is about more 
than a single day of recognition,” said 
Peris. “It’s about reminding our kids what 
service, sacrifice and commitment to some-
thing greater than yourself really means… 
As a military family, I've seen firsthand the 
quiet strength it takes to serve; not just for 

those in uniform, but for the families who 
stand behind them...kids just like those in 
attendance today. When schools host cer-
emonies like this, it keeps that sense of 
gratitude alive in the next generation.”

Sophomore Patrick Wentworth said 
the program allowed him to reflect on his 
own family’s military history. 

“I salute to honor those who have 
fallen and to honor my family’s legacy,” 
said Wentworth. “My grandpa and father 
were Navy. Because they fought for our 
country, I want to honor their service and 
influence.”

The event concluded with veter-
ans in attendance being asked to stand 
as members of the school’s Leadership 
Club distributed goodie bags in appre-
ciation. Students and staff applauded as 
the gym rose to thank the veterans for 
their service.

Community recognition for veterans 
continued beyond campus. On Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11, Mountain Mike’s Pizza at 
1700 N. First St. hosted an all-day Dine 
& Donate fundraiser benefiting Dixon 
High School programs. In addition, Boy 
Scout Troop 152, Cub Scout Pack 253 
and local families gathered at Silveyville 
Cemetery from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 8 to 
place flags on veterans’ graves, with flag 
retrieval scheduled for Nov. 12 at 4 p.m.

The morning’s program served as a 
reminder of the community’s shared grati-
tude, uniting Dixon High School students, 
staff and residents in honoring those who 
have dedicated their lives to service.� 

Honoring Our Service Members

The free event was open to students and community members alike. Members of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 8151 were also in attendance, including Jessica Peris (Second to left). 
Photo by Nicolas Brown

Continued from page 1

Tuleyome Offers Certified California Naturalist Course
Tuleyome News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) - Tuleyome, 
the expert organization on the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain 
National Monument, is offering 
a Certified California Naturalist 
course in early 2026. 

Instruction focuses on the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain 
National Monument region and 
western Sacramento Valley while 
providing participants with skills 
and resources that are applica-
ble anywhere to increase their 
knowledge, understanding, and 
enjoyment of the natural world.

The Certified California 
Naturalist course is presented 
by Tuleyome in partnership with 
the University of California 
extension program. This multi-
week course is offered from 
January to March 2026, with 
classes occurring on eight con-
secutive Fridays plus at least 
three field trips. Friday classes 
will be held in downtown 
Woodland.

No advanced degrees or pre-
vious naturalist experience is 
required.

The UC California Naturalist 
Program introduces Californians 
to the wonders of our unique 
ecology and engages the pub-
lic in study and stewardship of 
California’s natural communi-
ties. The program uses a science 
curriculum, hands-on learning, 
problem-solving, citizen sci-
ence, and community service 
to instill a deep appreciation for 
the natural communities of the 
state and to inspire individu-
als to become stewards of their 
local resources.

In  addi t ion to  in-per-
son instruction, students are 
required to attend field trips in 
the Berryessa Snow Mountain 
National Monument region and 
western Sacramento Valley. 
Field trips consist of low-impact 
walking trips and auto-tours, 
so they are suitable for all fit-
ness levels. Impromptu walks 
are also often provided by the 

instructors as time permits to 
give participants even more 
experience in the field.

Tuleyome has offered the 
Certified California Naturalist 
course since 2018. In that time, 
over 200 naturalists have been 
certified and are dedicated to 
conserving, enhancing, restor-
ing, and enjoying the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain National 
Monument region and the west-
ern Sacramento Valley. Lifelong 
Californians and recent arrivals 
benefit from the course. The pro-
gram has been so successful that 
Tuleyome has been requested 
to provide trainings to the 
Bureau of Reclamation – Lake 
Berryessa, Sacramento Regional 
Conservat ion Corps,  and 
California Conservation Corps. 
In addition to the multi-week 

course, Tuleyome offers a one-
week, intensive course at Wilbur 

Hot Springs Resort.
Questions about the course 

should be directed to Nate Lillge 
at nlillge@tuleyome.org� H

Students get up close to nature during Tuleyome’s Certified California Naturalist Course. Photo by Nate Lillge

Students learn from Tuleyome’s team of instructors, experts in the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument 
region. Photo by Nate Lillge


