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Veterans Day Event Celebrates Heroes
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Rancho Murieta residents and Scouts welcome Navy veteran Alan Amark to the RMA Building on Nov. 11 during a Veterans Day
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celebration that recognized all past and current members of the Armed Services.

LET'S KEEP ROOTING
FOR THIS SQUAD

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- On Nov. 11, Rancho
Murieta held its own
Veterans Day celebration
honoring past and current
members of the Armed
Services for their service to
the country.
Approximately 250
people attended the 10th
annual event to enjoy

coffee, conversation and
a short program. The
Rancho Murieta Veterans
of Foreign Wars Auxiliary
12215 hosted the gathering
at the RMA Building.

The celebration began
outside, where dozens of
children, adults and Scouts
lined the walkway, waving
small American flags and
cheering as they thanked
veterans for their ser-
vice. Veteran Angelo Lutz
hadn’t expected such a
large turnout.

“It was really some-
thing,” he said.

Inside, veterans gathered
at decorated tables to sip
coffee, enjoy donuts and,
most importantly, share
military experiences with
fellow veterans, family and
friends.

The focus on honor-
ing veterans was woven
through every part of the
event. The decorations
included service-branch
flags hanging in front of
the windows, patriotic

centerpieces at each table
and an embellished table
filled with donated coffee
and pastries.

Each veteran received
raffle tickets for an array
of prizes donated by local
businesses and for bas-
kets assembled by the
Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary added a
blast from the past with a
slide show featuring pho-
tos furnished by veterans
and their families. It played

Continued on page 12
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CSD Faces Costly Culvert Repair

A Google Maps image shows where the culverts are failing in a stormwater drainage channel at the Murieta Equestrian Center.
An easement requires the Rancho Murieta Community Services District to maintain the ditch. Courtesy photos

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Contract
engineer Joe Domenichelli brought
more unwelcome financial news
when he met with the Rancho
Murieta Community Services District
Improvements Committee on Nov. 4,
marking the second straight month of
troubling cost news.

The district had asked him for an
estimate to repair four stormwater
drainage culverts beneath the road
connecting the Murieta Equestrian
Center to its hay barn. He estimated

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

the cost of the preferred repair option
at $467,000.

The district is responsible for
maintaining the drainage ditch and
its connections because it holds an
easement on the channel, which car-
ries stormwater from Rancho Murieta
North toward the Cosumnes River. If
the culverts fail, nearby areas, includ-
ing Murieta Village, could flood. In
preparation for winter, the district
has already cleared heavy vegetation
from the ditch.

While the equestrian center’s proj-
ect manager estimated the repair at no
more than $105,000, Domenichelli’s

figures ranged from $285,000 to
$603,000. He and Utilities Supervisor
Corey Carskaddon recommended
replacing the culverts with a prefab-
ricated bridge or railcar span.

The full board was scheduled to
discuss the recommendation on Nov.
19. The committee also reviewed a
possible site for a third water tank
and the likely need to establish alter-
nating lawn-watering days next
summer. (See separate story this
issue.)

The Improvements Committee
includes Board President John

Continued on page 2

Audits,
Reserves
are Finance
Meeting
Topics

Cecilia Min, director of
Finance and Administration,

is praised for her
commitment to getting
the right answers at the
Rancho Murieta Community
Services District Finance
Committee meeting on Nov.
13. File photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Long-delayed audits,
confusion over reserve
policies and unusually
strong praise for the dis-
trict’s finance director
dominated the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Finance
Committee meeting on
Nov. 13.

The Finance Committee
is made up of Board
President John Merchant,
Director Bill Gere,
Director of Finance and
Administration Cecilia
Min, Interim General
Manager Amelia Wilder
and other district staff. The
committee reviews finan-
cial issues in depth and
refers its recommendations
to the entire board.

Audit Progress and
Remaining Work
Min reported that prepa-

ration for the 2022-23 and
2023-24 audits has been
slower than expected.

“Mostly, we are stuck on
the bank reconciliations,”
she said. “There were a
lot of duplicated transac-
tions and transactions that
weren’t voided... But we
are about 85% done.”

Min said she hopes audi-
tors can begin their work
shortly after the new year.

“| think in January, 1 will
be able to coordinate with
the auditor to come in and
start the audit,” she said.
“Hopefully, they can finish
it within two weeks.”

She added that handling
two years of audit records
simultaneously has con-
tributed to the delay. To
keep the work on track,
Min has temporarily set
aside the 2024-25 audit so
staff can concentrate on
completing the 2022-23
and 2023-24 audits first.
Once those two audits are
finished, she said she will

Continued on page 6
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CSD Faces Costly
Culvert Repair

Continued from page 1

Merchant, Director Randy Jenco,
Interim General Manager Amelia Wilder,
Chief Plant Operator Travis Bohannon,
Carskaddon and district staff. The group
reviews infrastructure issues and makes
recommendations to the full board.

Domenichelli had already reported
at the Oct. 2 meeting that repairing the
Murieta Village water and sewer infra-
structure could cost $9 million and a third
water tank between $7.8 million and $9.8
million.

Oct. 2 Improvements

The culverts were first discussed at the
Oct. 2 Improvements Committee meet-
ing, which both Merchant and Carskaddon
missed. Carskaddon submitted a
PowerPoint presentation with his analysis.
Bohannon told Jenco that Jeff Pearson, the
equestrian center’s project manager, had
warned that repairs were needed before
the rainy season.

Bohannon said he and Carskaddon
reviewed the easement Pearson provided
and concluded that while the easement
required maintaining the drainage ditch,
the road over it was likely built after the
easement was granted. They believed the
district was not obligated to repair the road
or the culverts. Their recommendation was
to remove the road and the failed culverts
entirely, because they were obstructing
water flow, an approach that would not
benefit the equestrian center.

“The way it is clogged up, if we have
a big storm, it is going to flood over
there,” Bohannon said. He added that
he requested a preliminary estimate for
repairing the crossing with concrete cul-
verts and was told the cost would be close
to $1 million.

Pearson disputed the district’s

interpretation, saying the easement lan-
guage was clear that the district was
responsible for all drainage facilities
within the ditch. He said he confirmed
with Carol Anderson Ward that the road
was already in place when the Anderson
family dedicated the easement to the dis-
trict in 1988.

Pearson told the committee he first
raised the issue with Operations Manager
Eric Houston in May and followed up sev-
eral times because he believed the culverts
were likely to fail in a major storm.

“It’s going to flood the new property
owners on the 203 acres between us and
the river, and the Village probably won’t
fare very well, either,” he said.

Pearson said he could make the repairs
himself for about $80,000 but did not
have the staff. If bid out, he estimated the
cost to the district would be $100,000 to
$105,000.

Mike Robertson of Baker-Williams
Engineering Group confirmed that the
easement language requires the district to
maintain the drainage facility and related
appurtenances. He said the culverts had
simply reached the end of their service
life — “Corrugated steel pipes usually have
about a 50-year life” — and the ditch also
needed cleaning. Robertson offered to help
bring Carskaddon up to speed on the com-
munity’s drainage history.

Jenco said repairs “should have been
completed yesterday” but wanted District
Counsel Patrick Enright to review the
easement to confirm the district’s respon-
sibility. He asked staff to place an action
item on the Oct. 15 board agenda in case
emergency repairs costing about $100,000
were necessary.

Bohannon said the ditch had become
completely overgrown and that
Carskaddon was looking into bringing

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

it

in an inmate crew from the Pine Grove
Conservation Camp to clear it.

“They could probably have it knocked
out in a week, quicker than goats and a lot
cheaper than goats.”

Jenco said Wilder could approve that
expenditure.

Oct. 15 Board

At the Oct. 15 board meeting,
Carskaddon said the district should not
assume responsibility for the culverts or
the road because neither appeared to be
part of the easement or supported by other
documentation. He said the district was
responsible for maintaining the ditch and
that an inmate crew would be coming to
clear it. He cited an estimated repair cost
of approximately $500,000.

Pearson strongly disputed the district’s
stance and expressed frustration that
none of the materials he submitted had
been included in the packet for either the
Improvements Committee or the board
meeting.

“I provided all of the information to
the district because the district could not
locate that information,” he said. “I had to
comment on a PowerPoint slide that was
wholly inaccurate without having any of
my material.”

Pearson said he followed up repeatedly
after contacting Houston in May because
he believed the culverts could fail during
the next major storm.

“I was assured the district was handling
this,” he told the board.

After discussion, the board agreed with
Jenco’s recommendation to table the
matter until Enright could review the ease-
ment language.

Nov. 4 Improvements

Before the Nov. 4 meeting, Wilder con-
firmed that the district’s responsibility
for repairs was no longer in question, as
Enright had determined the district was
obligated to do the work. The discussion
instead focused on repair options. Both
Domenichelli and Pearson expressed

A Google Maps image shows the location of the ditch clearance work. Courtesy photos

appreciation for the vegetation-clearing
work, noting that the ditch should now
perform better in winter.

Domenichelli presented four options,
with estimates including permits, dem-
olition, removal of the road and culverts
and installation of necessary support
structures. The least expensive option, at
$285,000, would replace the failed cor-
rugated metal pipes with new ones of the
same material. Reinforced concrete pipe
was estimated at $478,000, and reinforced
concrete box culverts at $603,000.

The fourth option — replacing the cul-
verts with a modular bridge or railcar span
— came in at $467,000. Domenichelli and
Carskaddon agreed the bridge offered the
best long-term solution due to its flow
capacity, durability and value compared
to replacing culverts with pipes or box
structures.

Pearson raised several questions about
the bridge option and appeared satis-
fied with the responses. Jenco, who has
experience building bridges including
the wooden bridge in Rancho Murieta,
believed Domenichelli was understating
permit costs from the Department of Fish
and Wildlife and possibly the Army Corps
of Engineers.

It was also noted that the season was
too late to begin repair work.

Domenichelli and Pearson both praised
the vegetation-clearing work in the ditch.

“It’s a way better channel than it was a
month ago,” Domenichelli said, though he
added that more work is needed. Pearson
said, “I believe that we’re in a better posi-
tion because of the work that Corey and
the crews have done.”

On Nov. 13, Carskaddon told the River
Valley Times that district employees and a
Pine Grove Conservation Camp crew had
removed vegetation, rocks and debris and
trimmed trees along roughly 4,885 feet
of the channel to improve water flow and
reduce erosion.

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com and on Facebook. *

This image shows the ditch after the work.
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Mustangs Complete Undefeated Season in Elk Grove Soccer League

Rancho Murieta
Mustangs News
Release

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - The Rancho
Murieta Mustangs (Elk
Grove Soccer 2014B RM
Mustangs) have capped
off an extraordinary unde-
feated season in the Elk
Grove Soccer Club’s U12
Boys Bracket A division,
finishing 9-0-0 with an
impressive 58 goals scored
and only 15 conceded.

Led by Head Coach
Brandon Tafoya and
assistant coaches
William Burnett, Johnny
Delgadillo, Richard
Essaff and Erik Yabut, the
Mustangs stood out for
their relentless drive, team-
work and discipline both
on and off the field.

“Qur kids outworked
every other team in this
division, in both prac-
tice and on the field,” said
Coach Burnett. “They
earned every win through
hustle, focus and commit-
ment to one another.”

The team’s final match
— a 5-2 victory over
the Junior Eagles on
Nov. 8 — drew an out-
pouring of community
support. Families, friends
and Rancho Murieta resi-
dents packed the sidelines
to cheer on the Mustangs,
turning the match into a
spirited hometown cele-
bration. The atmosphere
reflected the strong bond
between the players and
their community, with
chants, cheers and smiles
that made the victory even
more memorable.

The Mustangs coaches
would like to thank the
players for their hard
work, commitment and

The Rancho Murieta Mustangs, posing for a team photo are, first row from left: Logan Essaff, Mason Ross, Luke Hanaman, Kalvin Buford, Owen Yabut, Daniel
Delgadillo, Arthur Tavares, Peyton Pollock, Kellan Griffith, Avery Keslar and Elias Eller. Second row: Coach Brandon Tafoya, Coach Richard Essaff, Liam Burnett,
Cameron Montoya, Joshua Colton, Drew Barentson, Coach Johnny Delgadillo, Russel Stephens, Beau Elorduy, Coach Erik Yabut and Coach William Burnett.
Photos courtesy of Rancho Murieta Mustangs

dedication; the parents for
their unwavering support,
loud cheering, and for get-
ting the players to practices
and games on time; and
the Rancho Murieta com-
munity for its incredible

encouragement throughout
the season. Their collective
support has been the back-
bone of the team’s success
and has made this unde-
feated run truly special.
The Mustangs’ success

Left and above: The Rancho Murieta Mustangs, in blue, face the Junior Eagles
on their way to an undefeated season in the Elk Grove Soccer Club’s U12 Boys
Bracket A division.

reflects not only their
dedication but also the
encouragement from fam-
ilies and the Rancho
Murieta community. Many
of these young athletes
have been teammates for

years, growing together
into a cohesive, high-per-
forming squad that
exemplifies sportsmanship,
dedication and pride.

As the Mustangs
look ahead to future

tournaments and the
next competitive season,
they’ll carry forward the
momentum of an unbeaten
campaign and the pride
of representing Rancho
Murieta with excellence. %
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Vitalant Collects b1
Pints at Blood Drive

The St. Vincent de Paul Church meeting room is hopping when the Rancho Murieta Women'’s
Club and the St.Vincent De Paul Society present the quarterly community blood drive on Oct.
27.Vitalant collected 51 pints of blood at the event. In the photo on the left, Justin Hayduk is
a first-time donor. He is chatting with Vitalant nurse Kristen G. In the photo above, volunteers
at the reception desk are, from right to left, Don Kolmodin, Debbie Komodin and Sharon
McGowan. Photos by Gail Bullen
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Wilton Winter Festival Slated for Dec. b

By Patsy Nemetz

WILTON, CA (MPG) - Kick off the holiday season with
a full day of festive fun at the 17th annual Wilton
Winter Festival & Parade! Bring your family,
friends and holiday cheer: There’s something for

everyone!

The event will be held rain or shine at the
Wilton Community Center (9717 Colony Road) on
Saturday, Dec. 6 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Bring the kids for a warm breakfast and then head
into Santa’s Workshop for free crafts and cookie
decorating. Kids will receive a Santa’s Passport to
fill with stamps as they enjoy Santa’s Workshop
crafts from 8 a.m. to noon and stay to meet Santa
himself. Complete the passport and earn a holiday

prize!

Afterwards, stroll through the vendor marketplace
to start your Christmas shopping with local makers
and artisans. Stay for the parade at noon and Santa’s
grand arrival; then finish the day with free cookies
and hot cocoa with Santa himself!

Event Schedule

Pancake and Sausage Breakfast from 8 to 10 a.m.
(for purchase); Kids’ Crafts in Santa’s Workshop
from 8 a.m. to noon (free); holiday and craft ven-
dors from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; hot lunch from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. (for purchase); parade with Santa’s Arrival
from noon to 1 p.m.; and Cookies & Hot Cocoa
with Santa from 1 to 2 p.m. (free). Roads will close

at 11:30 a.m.

Join us for this magical, family-friendly Wilton
tradition; we can’t wait to celebrate with you!

Parade applications are open and can be found
along with other important information on the
Wilton Community Center website at wiltoncom-

munitycenter.com.

This event is sponsored by the Sacramento
County CSA4B Council and the Wilton Community

Center Nonprofit.

The 17th annual Wilton Winter Festival & Parade returns Saturday, Dec. 6 at the Wilton Community Center with family-friendly
%  activities including Santa’s Workshop, free crafts and cookie decorating. River Valley Times file photo

Third Water Tank Site, Water Conservation Discussed

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Eight topics were
on the agenda — most of
them related to water —
when the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Improvements
Committee met on Nov. 4.

The committee was
updated on a developer
meeting, discussed a site
for a third water tank,
considered a water conser-
vation program and talked
about finding more water.
An audience member ques-
tioned whether developers
are paying their fair share.

Another topic involved
failing culverts at the
Murieta Equestrian Center
that could lead to flooding.
(See related story.)

The Improvements
Committee is cur-
rently made up of Board
President John Merchant,
Director Randy Jenco,
Interim General Manager
Amelia Wilder, Chief Plant
Operator Travis Bohannon,
Utilities Supervisor Corey
Carskaddon and other staff.
The committee reviews
infrastructure issues and
forwards recommendations
to the full board.

Developer Meeting

Bohannon provided
an update on the Oct.
20 private meeting with
developer Bob Keil,
Rancho North developers,
Merchant, Director Bill
Gere and district staff.

The meeting was
prompted by Merchant and
District Counsel Patrick
Enright abruptly inform-
ing Keil and his partners
that they would be required
to enter into an agreement
to build a third water tank
in order to receive water
meters for the Residences
subdivision. It was also
driven by Wilder’s unex-
pected announcement
that they must pay addi-
tional fees under a Facility
Services Agreement.

Bohannon said the group
discussed the need for a
third 2.5-million-gallon
tank, possible sites, water
meters for the Residences
and the 670 Facility
Services Agreement.

Keil said the meeting
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A map showing the proposed location of a third water tank is discussed at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District
Improvements Committee on Nov. 4. Courtesy photo

had been productive.

“l do want to have
some sort of formal fol-
low-up. It’s been a couple
of weeks, and | don’t know
where we stand on some of
these items.”

Third Water Tank
Site

Bohannon said the
group agreed that Site 4
above Chesbro Reservoir
was the preferred loca-
tion for a third water tank.
The land is owned by
Carol Anderson Ward and
Rancho Murieta Properties.

“She did affirm she was
agreeable with this option
and that she would pro-
vide the land,” Bohannon
said. Gere also proposed
a less visible Site 4B, and
development engineer
Mike Robertson suggested
another variation.

Much discussion fol-
lowed about the various
site possibilities, with
District Engineer Joe
Domenichelli providing
technical details.

Bohannon then raised
a second issue, saying
he wanted to meet with
Domenichelli, Carskaddon
and Robertson to design a

pump station for the site,
with the goal of presenting
a proposal next month.
Jenco added that a com-
mitment from Rancho
Murieta Properties to ded-
icate two acres and needed
access was also required.

Rancho Murieta
Properties CEO Greg Dyer
said the tank would “pretty
much eliminate the value
of the land between the
tank and the water treat-
ment plant,” meaning a
larger parcel would likely
be needed. He noted that
about 30 acres of high
ground are available and
suitable for future tanks.

Dyer also said there had
been some miscommuni-
cation about providing the
land.

“We would like to coop-
erate because down the
road, it will help us as well.
But, right now, we are not
going to provide the land
for free.”

Saying she wanted to
move the process along,
Wilder asked Dyer to
return with cost estimates
for what would work best
at Site 4.

Merchant agreed to

continue with Site 4.
“Let’s see what the
whole thing adds up to,”
he said. “Then we can have
another fight on how it gets
apportioned.”

Water Conservation
Program

Bohannon opened the
water conservation dis-
cussion, explaining that
the throttle-valve system
needed to fill the Rio Oso
tank during peak summer
use would not be ready by
spring. That could affect
the 800 customers above
Guadalupe Drive and in
the Residences subdivi-
sion. He recommended
developing a voluntary
conservation program,
such as alternate-day
watering, and emphasized
the need for simple out-
reach. Merchant agreed.
Jenco asked Bohannon to
bring proposals to the next
meeting.

Finding Water
Bohannon reported that
Water System Consultants
was reviewing well-study
data from the 1970s and
drafting a well-siting
memorandum for early

December.

Jenco emphasized fin-
ishing the Integrated Water
Master Plan so the dis-
trict can determine how
much water will be needed
for future development.
Merchant essentially told
him there was no urgency
because the Working
Group already agreed with
master plan consultant
Lisa Maddaus’ demand
numbers.

“We have a reasonably
good handle on demand,”
he said.

After Jenco and
Merchant went back
and forth, Wilder said
she would place Jenco’s
request for a proposal from
Maddaus on the next board
agenda.

Working Group mem-
ber Jim Farrell said it was
“pretty safe to say” the dis-
trict needs an additional
2,500 acre-feet of water
and urged moving for-
ward with Water System
Consultants.

Developer Payments

Farrell raised the need
for clear cost allocation
between development-re-
lated work and operational

expenses. Concerned about
the burden on district staff,
he asked, “Are every-
day ratepayers paying for
the cost of trying to find
more water because some-
body wants to build new
homes?”

Responding later in the
meeting, Keil said every-
one agrees the community
needs productive wells; the
question is who will pay
for them.

“For sure, if there is no
development, | know who
is paying for the wells,” he
said.

Keil noted that devel-
opers contribute through
water-augmentation fees.
If $8 million to $10 mil-
lion in developer fees are
removed from the equa-
tion, he said, the existing
ratepayers would be left to
cover roughly $15 million.

Developers also pay
deposits for their projects,
Keil added, and the dis-
trict bills staff time and
professional services to
those accounts. Addressing
Farrell, he said, “l want
you to make sure you
understand that all of the
staff time you’re talking
about is compensated.”

Other Business

Bohannon reported res-
ervoir levels as of Oct. 31:
Calero 60.7% (1,257.59
acre-feet), Chesbro 90.7%
(860.5 acre-feet) and
Clementia 80.1% (520.45
acre-feet). With bat-
ter boards, Calero was at
55.1%.

He also reviewed capital
improvement projects and
will bring a status report to
the board.

Jenco said he will ask
the board to approve
appointments to the ad hoc
Water Vision Committee,
which will assist Water
System Consultants with
well-site selection.

Wilder suggested involv-
ing the Sloughhouse
Resource Conservation
District in groundwa-
ter discussions. Merchant
agreed. The district is a
public agency that focuses
on groundwater manage-
ment, watershed health,
habitat restoration and soil
conservation.

This story is online at
therivervalleytimes.com
and on Facebook. *
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Christmas Dinner Dance Dec. 5

Please join us for a Christmas Dinner
Dance on Friday Dec. 5 from 5:30 p.m.
to 10 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church, 14673 Cantova Way, Rancho
Murieta.

Enjoy a buffet dinner of prime rib,
mashed potatoes, green beans, salad and
dessert. The no-host bar opens at 5:30
with dinner at 6:30. There will be raffles
and prizes, and then music and dancing
from 8 to 10.

Tickets are $55 per adult and are on sale
before and after the Saturday and Sunday
Masses at St. Vincent de Paul starting the
weekend of Nov. 9 and 10 or by calling
Sherry at 916-844-5171.

Kiwanis Seeks Sweats
for Vets Donations
The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta
seeks monetary donations to its Sweats for

of December.

Make checks payable to Kiwanis Club
of Rancho Murieta-Sweats for Vets. and
mail to Kiwanis at P.O. Box 855, Rancho
Murieta, or place in the drop box at the
Rancho Murieta Association Building.

Women’s Club Seeks
Hostesses for Home Tour

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club is
seeking hostesses or hosts for the club’s
Holiday Home tour on Saturday, Dec. 13.
In exchange for a two-hour shift, hostesses
wishing to tour the other homes get their
tickets for half price: $17.50.

If you can help, please contact Boots
Conway at 916-690-4058 or bootscon-
way484@gmail.com.

Christmas Tree Lighting
Slated Nov. 28
The Rancho Murieta Association
Recreation Committee will present the

p.m. Friday, Nov. 28 at Stonehouse Park.

After Santa Claus leads the countdown,
he and Mrs. Claus will sit on their throne
so children can share their Christmas lists
and parents can take pictures.

Hot cocoa and cookies will be served.
Fire pits also are planned.

Kiwanis Seeks Crab Feed
Sponsors before Dec. 2

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta,
in partnership with the Knights of
Columbus, is seeking sponsors for the
12th Annual Crab Feed on Jan. 31 at St.
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church. The
sponsorship deadline is Dec. 2. Contact
Bonnie for more sponsorship details at
916-502-3260.

The Crab Feed is the largest fund-
raiser for our Kiwanis Club. The evening
includes a delicious crab meal, a silent
auction, a dessert auction and our extrav-

Tickets will go on sale in January.
We are accepting sponsorships now.
Sponsorships range from $300 to $5,000
with a variety of excellent benefits. In
addition, we have a limited number of
business size ads on the placemat for $75
each.

Contact Dia at 916-956-2920 for more
information. Stay up to date by follow-
ing our Facebook page Kiwanis Club of
Rancho Murieta. Thanks to the Knights of
Columbus for their crab feed sponsorship.

Wilton Bingo Set for Dec. 6
Wilton Bingo is held the first Saturday
of every month. The next bingo will be on
Saturday, Dec. 6 in the Wilton Community
Center, 9717 Colony Road at Dillard
Road. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food
available for sale and bingo starts at 6 p.m.

All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the
local Park Council and the Wilton History

Vets program, which runs through the end

annual Christmas Tree Lighting at 5:30

agant raffle.

Group.

*

Audits, Reserves are Finance Meeting Topics

Continued from page 1

shift resources back to
2024-25. “That should be a
fast one,” she said.

Min said she will focus
on the current-year 2025-
26 financials, with the goal
of producing a prelimi-
nary financial statement by
early January so it aligns
with the first presentation
of the 2026-27 budget in
February.

“If my financials for
25-26 are not done, we
have a problem,” she said.

Financial Report

Regarding the current
2025-26 accounting, Min
said she has already set
up the district’s new Chart
of Accounts and begun to
upload data. She told the
board on Oct. 15 that the
old Chart of Accounts con-
tained roughly 2,050 lines
of accounting, which she
described as “really con-
fusing” for a small agency.

Min also reported that
activating two additional
modules in the district’s
Great Plains financial sys-
tem has gone smoothly.
The automated allocation
module now distributes
administrative costs to the
district’s various funds,
replacing what had been
a labor-intensive manual
process.

Committee Chair
John Merchant noted the
improvement during the
meeting.

“Looking down at the
bottom of the page, for
the first time in history
we have two numbers that
are the same,” he said.
“We never understood that
Great Plains could do this.”

Min said she is also eval-
uating whether to move
Great Plains to a cloud-
based platform because the
district’s onsite server has
become unreliable. A new
server would cost about

$12,000, while the cost of
migrating to the cloud is
not yet known. One advan-
tage of the cloud option,
she noted, is that it would
provide the latest version
of Great Plains and ongo-
ing updates.

Review of Restricted
Reserve Funds

Min presented a chart
summarizing restricted
reserve fund balances for
the audited fiscal years
2020-21 and 2021-22, as
well as preliminary figures
for 2022-23 and 2023-
24. She also identified the
sources of the funds, which
come from either devel-
oper fees or ratepayer fees.

For 2023-24, the
reserves totaled $11.1
million. After subtract-
ing capital improvement
project commitments, the
amount actually available
dropped to $8.4 million.
The figures did not include

depreciation, which Min
said affects how much
the district should be col-
lecting for long-term
replacement of infrastruc-
ture. She added that even
the full $11 million before
project spending is not suf-
ficient, given that district
infrastructure is valued at
about $24 million.

Outdated Reserve
Policy

Min then shifted the
committee’s attention to
the district’s Operating
Fund and Reserve Policy,
last updated in 2012. The
policy was projected on
the screen as she walked
through several issues.

“We still have a lot of
work to do... because
this policy needs a lot of
update,” she said. Her
handout indicated that
staff expects to bring a
revised version to the next
meeting.

A lengthy discussion
followed about the pol-
icy and its implications

for long-term planning.
The complexity prompted
a comment from Wilder,
who said that in her six
years with the district, Min
was the first finance direc-
tor to examine the policies
closely and try to reconcile
them with the audit work.

“It’s a perfect example of
why the audit is taking lon-
ger than expected, because
everything you are doing
brings you to these conun-
drums. Why did we collect
this? Why did we stop col-
lecting this?” she said.

Min agreed.

“It’s not just doing the
mechanical mathematics.
It’s reading the policy and
understanding if we did
it right... so it takes a lit-
tle longer,” she said. “We
have been collecting way
less than we should have
been, even in the connec-
tion fees.”

Merchant added that
Min was the first to ques-
tion why money had never
been placed into a replace-
ment fund described in the

policy.

“I’ve been here for 30
years, and we never had a
discussion like that in our
lives,” he said. “You have
been and are doing a fan-
tastic job every day.”

Staff Praise

Wilder said she had
“seen more movement
in the past six or seven
months than | have seen in
six years.”

Chief Plant Operator
Travis Bohannon also
offered praise, saying, “I
don’t think Cecilia gets the
recognition she deserves.
You can literally see the
smoke coming out of her
ears because of how hard
she’s working.”

“She doesn’t let these
things go,” Wilder added.
“She is not only commit-
ted to getting answers;
she’s committed to getting
the right answers. We love
her.”

This story is online at
therivervalleytimes.com
and on Facebook. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

November 5 seems like a long time ago,
but that’s the last time the Sacramento
Kings won a basketball game. Since then,
it has been a string of defeats that now
registers six with an average deficit of 20
points per defeat.

When things are going this badly, it’s
important to look for a lifeline. A sliver
of hope or a whisp of sunlight on a
dreary day.

Fans are looking forward to the return
of 4th year man Keegan Murray to help
right the ship.

While Keegan has not ascended to the
level of an all-star, Keegan has made defi-
nite strides in particular with regards to his
defensive presence and his rebounding.

Domantas Sabonis is off to a slow start
due to injuries and is still ranked 4th in the
NBA in rebounding, but he needs some
help. Drew Eubanks has been a pleasant
surprise coming off the bench and keeping
the Kings in games, but Jonas Valanciunas
has been sorely missed.

Gone are the days when the celebrated
big man would come off the bench and
give the Kings perhaps the best one-two
punch in basketball.

Fans will forever scratch their heads
and ask the question why, as the Kings
allowed Valanciunas to walk out the back
door and sign with the Denver Nuggets.
Not surprisingly, the Nuggets are in the
top 10 in rebounding while the Kings rank
25th in the league.

But the conundrum is not just the lack
of rebounding or even the lack of tal-
ent on this Sacramento team. It resides
in their inability to work together as a
team and play up to their individual abil-
ity. Cohesive they are not, and sadly the
answer at point guard in Dennis Schrader
has been a bust when he’s in the starting
lineup.

Head coach Doug Christie sent Schrader
to the bench when his contribution became
almost nonexistent, and surprisingly
Dennis responded when 2 stellar games in
arow.

Yes, there is talent on this team, but
knowing how to place the talent so the
team begins to flow has been a mystery.

Ten games back with a 3-11 start is
far from what the Kings franchise had

SACRAMENTO

>

expected, and it has prompted pundits and
fans alike to begin calling for a complete
rebuilding of the team.

What that represents to Kings fans is the
likelihood that your favorite player may
soon be playing for another franchise, and
it’s a hard pill to swallow.

For me, over the course of just one year,
I saw Davion Mitchell, DeAaron Fox,
Trey Lyles, Jonas Valanciunas, and Isaac
Jones all cast to the winds, and | believe
the Kings would be a much better team
with a much better record if they had all 5
of these players back.

Bad decisions simply must stop. Some
were made from the Monte McNair
administration, but some are from current
brain trust with Scott Perry at the helm.
Make no mistake about it, Vivek Ranadive
has had his hand in many if not all the
player fax paus, and if things are going to
change for the better, the owner must start
letting the GM and coaches have some
level of autonomy.

But fans are buying tickets and going
to games with expectations. How can the
players and coaches turn humbling defeats
into victories.

Coaches must start analyzing the talent
on this team and putting them in positions
to win. That means using the strengths of
every player and giving him the opportu-
nity to use those strengths.

The Kings have a player under a guaran-
teed contract that has played in one game
for limited minutes by the name of Doug
McDermott. McDermott has a reputation
for sinking 3’s with great consistency but
he has all but been forgotten.

Yes, there are bigger fish to fry than this
example, but it starts with the coaching,
and getting a maximum effort out of every
player every night. Fans need to see that
the players care as much as they do.

This team can still win games and even
back-to-back games. Let’s keep root-
ing for this squad and see if we can make
some noise.

Don’t lose heart Kings fans. These play-
ers are our extended family, and we need
to treat them that way!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

California i1s a High-Tax State

Are More Taxes Balm for Its Budget Deficits?

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California has long had
the reputation — backed by
copious data — of being a
high-tax state, which made
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
declaration last June, in a
prerecorded State of the
State address, a bit startling.

“Here’s the truth
Republicans never tell you:
California is not a high-tax
state,” Newsom said.

Later he clarified
his assertion, saying
California’s taxes on low-in-
come residents are relatively
lower than those in red
states.

“Catering to big business
and the rich is also why red
states tax their lowest earn-
ers far more than California
does. They punish you when
you’re struggling, but give
you a free pass when you’re
wealthy,” the governor said.

There’s some truth to that.
California’s very progres-
sive income tax system, with
the nation’s highest marginal
rate of 13.3%, makes its
state budget highly depen-
dent on taxing incomes of its
wealthiest residents, while
those in low- and moder-
ate-income brackets pay
little or no income taxes.

Nevertheless, taxes
imposed by state and local
governments put California
in the highest ranks of the
50 states, not only in total
— more than $400 bil-
lion a year from all sources
— but in per capita terms

— more than $10,000 each
— and as a percentage of its
$3.6 trillion in total personal
income.

The Washington-based
Tax Foundation ranks
Californians’ state and local
tax burden 48th, one of the
highest in the nation, out-
taxed only by New York and
New Jersey.

“California combines
high tax rates with an
uncompetitive tax structure,
yielding one of the worst
rankings on the Index,” the
Tax Foundation says.

The state’s $322 billion
2025-26 budget counts on
$297 billion from about a
dozen different taxes, while
cities, counties, school
districts and other local
agencies take in another
$100 billion or so, primar-
ily from property taxes and
local shares of the sales tax.

The budget anticipates
$207 billion in general
fund revenues. So far reve-
nue is running a bit ahead,
but general fund spending
is budgeted at $226 billion.
Maneuvers to cover the gap
include shifting $7.1 billion
from emergency reserves,
pushing the June 2026 state
payroll into the following
fiscal year and tapping spe-
cial funds for loans.

State budget experts call
it a “structural deficit” that
will continue indefinitely in
the absence of either sharp
spending reductions or tax
increases.

There’s little appetite for
the former in a Legislature
dominated by Democrats
but some support for the
latter. The California
Taxpayers Association
recently reported that legis-
lators proposed more than
$16 billion in new taxes and
fees during the recently con-
cluded 2025 session.

The battle over taxes

appears to be headed for
the 2026 ballot, with two
pro-taxation measures being
pushed by public employee
unions and other left-leaning
groups and one that would
create a new hurdle for local
tax increases.

One proposal, backed
by the California Teachers
Association, would make
permanent a temporary tax
increase on high-income
Californians, first approved
in 2012 to close a budget
deficit and later extended to
2030 via a ballot measure.
All of its revenue, as much
as $15 billion a year, would
go to K-12 schools and
community colleges.

A second measure, spon-
sored mainly by the Service
Employees International
Union-United Healthcare
Workers West, would
impose a one-time 5% tax
on the wealth of California’s
billionaires, raising about
$100 billion, which would
be spent at the rate of $25
billion a year to cover the
state’s structural deficit and
prop up health care services.

The third, sponsored
by the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association,
would overturn a state
Supreme Court ruling and
re-impose a two-thirds
voter approval requirement
on all proposed local taxes
designated for particular
purposes.

California is a blue state
with relatively high taxes
now. Do voters want to add
more or make it difficult to
add more?

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring a
column four times a week that
offers his view and analysis of
the state’s political, economic,
social and demographic
trends. *

Social Security Matters
Did the Obama-era Social Security

Tax Cuts Hurt the Program?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: | will be
retiring early next year
but my question to you is:
During the Obama admin-
istration, payroll taxes
that employees pay were
cut in half from 6.2% to
3.1%, while the employ-
er’s part stayed the same
at 6.2%.This continued
for around a year | think.
This was an attempt at
giving people a tax cut,
which I think was a bad
idea or maybe the wrong
way to have done it.
How much damage do
you think this may have
caused to Social Security?
Signed: Soon to Retire.

Dear Soon to Retire:
FYI, the Obama-era cut
in the employee portion
of FICA payroll taxes and
SECA (self-employment
tax) was a temporary mea-
sure, which has long since
expired. However, the leg-
islation which enabled that
cut in employee FICA/
SECA taxes also included

a provision to replenish
the Social Security Trust
Funds from the General
US Treasury in an amount
equal to the estimated loss
of tax revenue to the Trust
Funds. So, in effect, there
was little or no impact
on the Social Security
Trust Funds.

FYI, the Trustees of
Social Security have been
projecting for many years
that the Social Security
reserves would be fully
depleted in the mid-2030s,
unless Congress takes
action to reform the SS
program. Unfortunately,
Congress has not yet taken
any meaningful action to
accomplish that reform,
and the current projec-
tion from the Trustees is
that all Social Security
reserves will be depleted
in about 2033, necessi-
tating an across the board
cut of about 21% in every-
one’s benefit. Time is
running short, and we
see signs that Congress is
finally starting to seriously
discuss Social Security
reform.

At AMAC, we have
developed and submitted
to various Congressional
Representatives a reform
plan which would restore
Social Security to full
solvency. You can see
AMAC’s suggested plan
at www.amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee. And

MPG

WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

AMAC is working every
day in Washington, D.C.
to promote Social Security
reform to avoid future cuts
in benefits. We believe
and hope that Congress
will eventually reform the
Social Security program
to avoid future benefit
cuts but, unfortunately,
not until they can muster
sufficient bipartisanship
to make the hard choices
needed. To this end, con-
tacting your Congressional
Representative to demand
Social Security reform
now would be a good
thing to do. The longer
Congress delays reform,
the harder the choices
will be.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation s staff; trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental entity.
To submit a question,
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. %
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Americans are going to
get a little healthier. Pres-
ident Trump cut deals with
the drugmakers Eli Lilly
and Novo Nordisk to in-
crease access to obesity
drugs in a major benefit to
American public health.

The agreements are a
win-win-win -- good for
consumers, good for the
companies and good for
Trump.

One of the most irra-
tional superstitions of our
time is that Big Pharma,
which has long been rou-
tinely delivering near-mi-
raculous therapeutics to
extend and improve our
lives, is a public enemy.
Its latest breakthrough is
a class of so-called GLP-
1 drugs that make it easier
to lose weight and to avoid
associated serious health
problems, from Type 2 di-
abetes to heart disease.

The basic dynamic of
the Trump deals is that the
companies will, through
lower prices, expand their
market share, thus gener-
ating more revenue. The
companies also get tariff
relief and expedited review
for select drugs.

Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., the MAHA
leader with a paranoid streak
about modern medical ad-
vances, has been hostile to
GLP-1 drugs, the most fa-
mous of which is Ozempic,
sold by Novo Nordisk.

If everyone could do as
many pushups and pullups
as the hyper-fit 71-year-
old Kennedy, perhaps we
could turn our back on
GLP-1s.

Certainly, RFK Jr. is cor-

Yes, Ozempic for All

rect that Americans should
eat better and work out
more. But our body mass
index has been increas-
ing for about 150 years,
as we’ve made calories
cheaper and more abun-
dant over time. As it hap-
pens, the things that we
like to eat or drink that
are bad for us -- fast food,
soda, chips, cookies -- are
cheap, convenient and
taste good.

Even if we manage to
convince people that they
should eat more fruit, veg-
etables and legumes, while
taking a Peloton class ev-
ery day, not everyone is
going to do it as a matter
of lifestyle constraints, in-
dividual preference or sim-
ple lack of willpower.

There’s also the fact that
once you put on weight,
physiological changes
make it more difficult to
shed it.

About 40% of Ameri-
cans are obese. Wouldn’t it
be great for them -- and for
American society at large,
which  spends roughly
$170 billion a year on obe-
sity-related medical costs
-- if there were a safe, rel-
atively convenient way for
them to slim down?

Lo and behold, here it is.
The GLP-1s started out as a
treatment for diabetes and
have exploded in populari-
ty as weight-loss drugs.

Trump’s reflex to make
it easier for people to ob-
tain Ozempic and the like
-- while, not incidentally,
boosting his reputation as
the nation’s foremost deal-
maker -- is the correct one.
Drug pricing is complicat-
ed, but by expanding the
sale of the drugs direct to
consumers, the companies
can reduce prices. Mean-
while, Medicare will do

more to cover the drugs,
also bringing down their
cost.

According to Gallup,
about 12% of Americans
report having used a GLP-
1 drug at some point for
weight loss, a stunning
increase from about 6%
in early 2024. Not coin-
cidentally, Gallup is also
now showing a slight dip
in obesity. From 2008
-- when the polling orga-
nization regularly began
asking about weight -- to
2022, the percentage of
obese Americans increased
by 14 percentage points, to
nearly 40%.

Where any number of
fashionable diets and con-
tinual government exhor-
tations for more physical
exertion have failed (be-
fore RFK Jr., Michelle
Obama was urging, “Let’s
Move!”), drugs to slow di-
gestion and reduce the urge
to eat are working.

The percentage of Amer-
icans using GLP-1s will
inevitably keep growing,
especially if prices contin-
ue to go down, if more oral
GLP-1s come online in ad-
dition to injectables, and if
other medical benefits of
the drugs emerge. GLP-1s
could easily match the sat-
uration level of statins, the
cholesterol-reducing drugs.

By all means, we should
all eat more arugula. Un-
til then, we have found a
pharmaceutical path to al-
leviating an ongoing health
crisis. President Trump and
the drug companies are to
be congratulated for their
creative cooperation to
make it available to more
Americans.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
rmcsd.com.

Nov. 4

1:25 p.m., Murieta Plaza
El Gallo restaurant, black
Jeep Cherokee that had
been running since 7 a.m.
per the reporting party.
Upon arrival, vehicle was
unoccupied and running.
No registration or any
paperwork identifying the
owner was found. Vehicle
was turned off and secured.
It is believed owner did
this by accident and
walked off with the key.

Nov. 9

4:01 p.m. and 4:10 p.m.,
Resident 32 mph in 25
mph zone on Lago Drive at
Pescado Circle. Citations
issued.

4:15 p.m., North Gate
reported a gate runner. Two
Jeep Wranglers ignored
officer request to leave and
proceeded into the com-
munity. Vehicles arrived
to use lakes without any
identification or resident
invitation. Patrol con-
ducted area search. During

inspection patrol observed
both wvehicles travel-
ing outbound on Murieta
Parkway. Both vehicles
proceeded toward the exit
and left Murieta northeast
on Jackson Road without
any further incidents.

Nov. 10

8:51 a.m., Stonehouse
Park: Reporting party
stated multiple dogs off
leash. Upon arrival all
areas were checked; all
parkgoers were found to be
in compliance.

3:49 p.m., Report that
two electric dirt motorcy-
cles were unloaded from a
truck at Puerto Drive near
Guadalupe Drive. Riders
proceeded to ride toward
the Residence construction.
Patrol did not locate motor-
cycles or a truck in the
area upon arrival. Calero,
Chesbro, Clementia north
back area inspection: neg-
ative results.

10 p.m., South Gate
call: Child missing. Officer
Perepelka located child in
Gazebo Park area. Mother
was advised, then picked
up child and returned
home.

11:25 p.m., Report of
juveniles vandalizing pri-
vate property: Patrol
arrived at Guadalupe
Drive. No visible damage.
Unable to locate subject or

reported vehicle, a white
sedan.

Nov. 11

2:49 a.m., Three vehicles
parked overnight in resi-
dence driveway. Citation
issued.

4:34 p.m., Trespassing,
15000 block Jackson Road,
county bridge: Report of
male adult walking with
fishing gear toward the
Cosumnes River. Upon
arrival, patrol located male
adult fishing southwest of
the bridge. Patrol advised
of Cosumnes River park
zone/daily pass require-
ment. Subject was unable
to provide patrol with a
daily pass. Subject was
requested to leave area;
subject complied without
any incidents.

Nov. 12
12:30 a.m., Resident
parked overnight in guest
parking off Brisa Lane.
Citation issued.

Nov. 15

10:37 p.m., Call of reck-
less driving in Lake Calero
parking area. Upon arrival,
two SUVs seen at the lake.
Vehicles departed with no
further issue. Unable to
see license plates due to
weather. Vehicles departed
at a fast speed from lake.
Will be on the lookout for
vehicles. *

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times
ﬁ Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

every time.

Veteran

_/

Aifordable Airport Rides from Rancho Murieta.

On Time, Every Time!

Gold Country Rides is your
go-to airport transportation
service in Amador County.
We offer safe and convenient
rides to the Sacramento and
Stockton Airports. Skip the
hassle and enjoy Stress-free
travel every time.

As a trusted driver and
community member, Bruce
understandstheimportance of
dependable transportation—
especially in a rural area like
Amador. Gold Country Rides
is dedicated to ensuring you
have a reliable option to get
you to the airport on time,

and
operated, so you know you
can rely on Gold Country
Rides to get you there!

Book your ride today and
enjoy peace of mind for
your travel plans.

Book 24 Hours in Advance.
Availablity is Limited.

Book online:
goldcountryrides.com

or email:
Goldcountryrides@gmail.com

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-685-5533

*Sodding, *Planting

Home Improvement

Perez Landscaping| | SEASOMORREWOOD CREATE YOUR EIK Grove
& Concrete Mix Oak, Ash, Oriental Plain. PARADISE
*Concrete Finishing/ 10660 Witton Road,
sLandscape installation Phone (916) 709-9088
and Design Shell

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING

«Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.

Free estimates. Fore more|
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

3DR
CONCRETE

All your
concrete needs.

Bobcat services,
driveway repair.
Comm. & Res.
Lic. # 968987
Insured

(209) 570-7304

Yard Sale?
Garage Sale?

Advertise it in
your local
community

newspaper
Call (916) 685-5533

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
Doors sWindows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board «Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
eLighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
Framing and more!

All phases of home,
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,
Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

YARD
CLEANUP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate
916-271-7265

P 2 )
MPG

A Veteran
TODAY

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Specializing In:
* QOil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection
o Safety Inspection

* Brakes
* Wheel Alignment

*

Elk Grove Blvd

\

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

e Transmission Service

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brake &
Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

h I ROUTT
BRILLIANT pmon ROQEING
P0|n1'|ng’ Specializing in
I Res Roofing & Repairs
LANDSGAPE nc. We Hand Nail for
e s Quality!
M rencing | * Repaints: Exterior | | resfotimates
Retaining Wall & Interior ) 209-748-5588
Concrete * Dry Wall Repair N
Drainage . BBB :
e Since 1975
Irrigation Free Estimates I S
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019
s We: aGCEP! Visa &
LA Mastercard |

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

1premierroofing@gmail.com

CELL 209.810.6233

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
* TEAR OFF &
REROOF
« ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

RAMON M.

LIC# 1072137

Vi§i 'SACRAMENTO VALLEY

ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

FOREMAN/OPERATOR

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS

WE ARE
BONDED
AND INSURED

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work *Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail s+Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post «Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

Services Available

Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with
shopping or other activities.
Call George at 916-470-7169
6am-10pm

Visit: mpg8.com

Advertise in
your local
community
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

PURCHASE * REFINANCE

FIXED RATE LOANS

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan 30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loun
RATE APR RATE APR
% % % %
0 0 0 0
5.000 5.30 5.750 5.93
180 Monthly Payments of 57.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

Check the El Dorado Advantage:
v No Application Fee v/ No Prepayment Penalty v/ Local Processing and Servicing

> £L DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
R Ncars,

ELK GROVE « 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. * 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA « 7185 Murieta Drive ¢ 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢ 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200

Se Habla Espaiiol

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

ember LOAN TERMS SUBJECTTO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE o
FDIC www.eldoradosavingsbank.com 800-874-9779 B

NMLSRID 479256

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs FARMERS
— |In Business INSURANCE
Since 1984

=, License #: 0678249

Edwardjones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 1-year 2-year

425 2 405 2 390 =»
| APY* | APY* ] APY*

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Need to Advertise?

\Let Lezet help you get the word out

Office: (209) 745.1551

lezet.vidauri@MPGS8.com

" | Elk Grove Citizen TheGaltHerald RivenViuzey Tivs
’ x’ Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

unlocking your ¢ dreams
j' IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY;
HOME STAGING

o ijﬂz(? / .lffb

(916)

932.6693 | il
. dn 'REALTOR@
o Vi R
RanchoMurietaHomes.com  MURIETA
TUNSED RESIDENT]

RiverVALLEY TiMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for

. unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
Publisher, contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Paul V. Scholl Ownership of all advertising created and/or

composed by the MPG is with the publishing

River Valley Timesis company and written permission to reproduce the

mell)nl_b;elr_ of Messenger same must be obtained from the publisher.
Publishing Group Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
To submit your articles, 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608.

information, announcements  The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
or letters to the editor, please  Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.
email to:

Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the

subject field “Attention to We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
Publisher”. If you do not have P )

email access, please call us

at (916) 773-1111. MPG,

Do You Need MPG -~

Pl =

Your Legal Ads 2
Published? 4@ '~
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

A Electric » Hot Water » Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance ® Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

= Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
— VISA %
jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com License #955437 (916) 747-9882

LC# 550110

25 Years Experience

CALL Jessie - RAMER CONCRETE ..
FREE ESTIMATES i

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal

BEST PRICE Stamped - Salt Finish - Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish
Stump 209-210-0625 Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor

References available in your neighborhood BBB

- - FREE
Gl‘l“dll‘!g LU Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
& Tree Service Sl wWwww.cramerconcrete.comz:

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!:!

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e I[n Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!! . - ; : Oyv:;é!i Caryl Abshire, LNHA
“ Particular Homeowners Dt B LA E www.HonorThyElders.com
Deserve Apex’ 9 1 6'3 5 4'02 09 - : Y

916 320-3631

“The Low-rate Leader E Pewr Faore (916)

BUILDING SUPPLY
for PurChase & 5310 Frank‘l{f:;n;‘i\f:?f’;acramento 455 305 7

Reﬁnance Loan s’ 4 e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
Bruce Boal i 916 - Competitive pricing

California Home Loans 417-2001 « Variety of deck materials

RM resident over 20 years! i NMLS# 1070092 e Local Steving family owned & operated

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS! [l /%4;{47 Body o sy
atone Weleone & PRESSIONS  amedy
\' q.h Direct Repair %
Home Improvement Professionals - -
Professional « Safe » Reliable « Fully Insured 685-5078 > b | —

(916) 487-8655 9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove i

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade www.autobod yexpress ions.com

A PAYROLL and
A HRSupport

' 3299 amonth| | cqil'(209) 745-1551

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

A\ W specialize in small and fo advertise with us today!

mid-sized businesses. Offering
~ comprehensive and intuitive
/~ payroll and HR solutions.

- River Valley Times
. QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PINNACLE | memss Messenger Publshing Group
- EMPLOYEE SERVICES FILING AND REPORTING

HR | Payroll | Benefits RAXROLL AT

HR COMPLIA PP )
MPG

Grow. your business here!

916=-760=-7227
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Sacramento

CHORAL SOCIETY
& Orchestra

‘ ' Saturday,
December 13
| 3:00pm

A Sacramento

7  Memorial Auditorium
1515 ] Street

Audience singalong
Candlelit procession

New and familiar Choral
orchestral holiday songs

Radiant music for

Christmas ONDUCTOR

Donald Kendrick

SCSO Christmas CD's HEADLINEF
Sam Faustine

available at the concert \ J Tenor

TICKETS: $43 - $63 (includes facility fee) — Students 50% Discount
SAFE CU PAC Box Office 916-808-5181 or Ticketmaster.com
SAVE THE DATE.. - - '

~ Friday, December 26 | 2-oopm
E Flrst Unlted Methodlst Chu rch Sacramento

t%ghoral org
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Veterans Day Event Celebrates Heroes

Continued from page 1
on the overhead monitor throughout the
event.

“Every picture tells a story,” veteran
Trent Pridemore said.

A blast from the present came in the
form of hand-drawn cards created by stu-
dents from Cosumnes River Elementary
School and The Ranch Preschool.

Auxiliary member Norma Dawdy orga-
nized the event for the second year in a
row. She and other members had deco-
rated the RMA meeting room the previous
day, setting tables and hanging decora-
tions. They also assembled raffle baskets.

“We have the best group of ladies,”
Dawdy said. “There is no way that one
person could do it alone.”

Dawdy also expressed appreciation to
the local merchants who donated to the
raffle and noted that this year’s turnout
was much stronger than last year.

Melissa Mineni, president of the
Auxiliary, opened the short program.

“This is about fellowship and sharing
a cup of coffee and a donut and a heart-
felt thank you to the men and women who
have served our country,” she said

Mineni then announced the presentation
of the flag and the recitation of the Pledge
of Allegiance led by Scout Troop 633. She
also introduced VFW Post member Jenny
Roland, who sang the national anthem,
and Auxiliary Chaplain Norma Dawdy,
who recited a prayer.

VFW Post Commander Mick Mineni
spoke next.

“Today we honor not just those who
returned to us but also those who made the

ultimate sacrifice,” he said. “It is our duty
to ensure their stories are not forgotten.”

Later in the gathering, after most attend-
ees had left, Mineni asked for a moment
of silence at 11:11 a.m. That obser-
vance marks the time when, at 11 a.m.
on Nov. 11, 1918, the armistice between
the Allies and Germany went into effect,
ending the fighting on the Western Front
in World War I. The date became known
as Armistice Day and was later renamed
Veterans Day to honor all American
veterans.

After stressing the importance of
remembering and carrying forward the
legacy of those who served before, Mineni
paused to control his emotions.

“I lost 42 soldiers who did not come
home, so that is important to me,” he said.
“You all have similar stories, so please
join me in a moment of silence.”

The Rancho Murieta Caregivers Support
Group originated the “Been There, Done
That Café” to celebrate Veterans Day
10 years ago. JoAnn Young, whose late
father-in-law, John Prenez, was a World
War 11 veteran, first proposed the idea.
The original organizing committee also
included Nan Parquette, Judy Prenez, Erin
Reed and Berniece Jones.

When the VFW Auxiliary took over the
event last year, Melissa Mineni said her
group was honored to continue the tradi-
tion started by the caregiver group. “That
is what we are here for: to support the vet-
erans and the community,” she said.

See additional photos at therivervalley-
times.com and on Facebook. *

World War Il veteran Jerry Hathaway grabs a
donut to make a toast.

Sharing war storles are veterans Jim Cllfton left, Bob N|cholson Karl Winklebrandt and
Graydon Eckard.

Veteran Dan Pennington enjoys a handmade card so much that he sent a message to
Cosumnes River Elementary to thank the young artist.

wveré

RESTAURANT & BAR
= ,,»»/>
/

SMALL CASINO

Harrahs

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

IONE,

CA

4640 COAL MINE RD.

RANCHO MURIETA Fiddle
Plymouth
(ie)
Drytown
29
Sutter Creek
Martell

Jackseo

lerald

HARRAH'S. IONE

Must be 21 years of age or older fo gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.

1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.




