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Family-friendly things to do during holiday vacations,
and beyond

With the holidays come
school vacations and sometimes
work vacations, and Massachu-
setts has lots to do in the winter
months. Here are some cool (lit-
erally) things you could do over
the holidays and beyond. Some
require a longer drive (sometimes
kids fall asleep on the way home),
and some require snow but some
do not. Regardless, you’re sure
to find a few cool ways to enjoy
your winter vacation!

Ice Skating

Oval Ice Skating Rink
at Worcester Common, the
12,000 square foot ice skating
rink in the heart of downtown
Worcester 1s larger than the rink
at New York City’s Rockefeller
Center. Check the website for
special skating events (some on
school vacations) www.worces-
terma.gov/worcester-common-
oval/ice-skating

Boston Common Frog

Pond is iconic for a winter skate.

Skiing, snow tubing,
snowboarding

Nashoba Valley Ski Area in
Westford is great for families, and
they have tubing lanes too.

Wachusett Mountain in
Princeton

Ski Ward in Shrewsbury is
well-designed and perfect for be-
ginners looking to learn and ex-
perts seeking a challenge

Weston Ski Track offers
cross-country skiing or snow-
shoeing

Winter Hiking & Walks

Ashland State Park, Ash-
land

Hopkinton State Park,
Hopkinton

Broad Meadow Brook Con-
servation Center, Worcester

Wachusett Mountain Res-
ervation, Princeton

Leominster State Forest,

Leominster

Mount Greylock State Res-
ervation, Lanesborough

Great Brook Farm in Carl-
isle has groomed trails for cross-
country skiing plus educational
tours.

Salem Witch Trials Memo-
rial in Salem. You're sure to miss
the crowds if you visit during the
winter months.

Indoor Winter Escapes

Tower Hill Botanic Garden
in Boylston has greenhouses that
are warm and full of plants

Apex Entertainment in
Marlborough has an arcade,
bowling, bumper cars, go karting,
laser tag, pool, ropes, and sports
simulators.

Roller Kingdom in Hudson,
the ultimate roller-skating desti-
nation.

LEGO Discovery Center
Boston in Somerville is Boston’s
ultimate kid’s indoor playground.

Sky Zone Indoor Trampo-
line Park in Providence is per-
fect for burning energy on a cold
day.

Colonial Theatre in Pitts-
field is a historic theater with a
variety of shows.

Festivals & Seasonal Events

Claflin Hill’s Holiday
Pops Show in Milford, Dec.
13 only. www.claflinhill.org/
symphony-series

Southwick’s Zoo’s Winter
Wonderland in Mendon. Four
million holiday lights, larger-
than-life displays, enchant-
ing polar bear displays, and
much more. Through Dec. 28.
https://southwickszoo.com/
winter-wonderland/

La Salette Christmas Fes-
tival of Lights in Attleboro,
more than one million lights
through Jan. 4, 2026. lasalette-
attleboroshrine.org/

Drumlin Farm in Lincoln

offers maple sugaring programs
in Feb. and March but be sure
to register today.

Lowell Winterfest is a fun
carnival-style winter festival
with tubing, wagon rides, and
seasonal treats. Save the date:
Teb. 2026 https://www.face-
book.com/LowellWinterFest/

Staycation Family Time

Outside: Build a snow fort,
have a snow day scavenger
hunt, go sledding

Inside: Board games, books,
build a blanket fort, hide and
seek, themed eye-spies, deco-
rate windows with special
markers.

Don’t forget your local
public library could have both
indoor and outdoor games you
could borrow.

Finally, remember to be kind
and patient with yourself and
others, which add to the holi-
day fun.

Make the season smarter, how to use Al during the

The holidays bring joy, tradi-
tion, and togetherness — but also
gift shopping, travel stress, meal
planning, and a calendar full of
events. This year, artificial intel-
ligence (Al) tools can help house-

holds save time, reduce stress,
and spark creativity. From writing
holiday cards to organizing travel
plans, Al is becoming a surpris-
ingly useful seasonal helper.

Smarter gift-giving

Al tools can suggest meaning-
ful presents, help manage shop-
ping lists, and even assist with
writing card messages. Try it for:

* Personalized gift recommen-
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dations

e Budget tracking or gift
spreadsheets

e Craft or DIY gift instructions

e Short, heartfelt card mes-
sages Or poems

Tor example: Ask an Al tool:
“Suggest gift ideas under $30 for
a grandfather who has everything
and doesn’t need anything.” An-
swers will include: “Homemade
"What I love About Grandpa’ fill-
in journal; ‘Best Grandpa Lver’
mug or t-shirt” and more.

Meal prep

Planning any meal can be
daunting but large meals can be
especially overwhelming. Al can
help with menus, dietary restric-
tions, and kitchen organization.
Try it for:

* Holiday menu planning

* Recipe conversions for differ-
ent serving sizes

* Grocery lists generated from
a meal plan

* Leftover recipe ideas after
the big meal

Tor example: Ask an Al tool:
“Suggest a Christmas dinner that
would appeal to a vegetarian.”
Answers will include: “Butter-
nut squash and spinach lasagna
or holiday stuffed acorn squash;
herb stuffing or pear, walnut &
cranberry salad; dinner rolls;

holidays

apple crisp or chocolate pepper-
mint mouse” and more.

Cards, letters, and family
newsletters

For many, the annual holiday
letter is a cherished tradition. Al
can help with friendly, polished
writing while keeping a personal
touch. Try it for:

* First drafts of holiday letters

* Funny or pun-filled greeting
card lines

* Designing digital or printable
card layouts

* Parties and gatherings

If you’re hosting, Al can serve
as a virtual event planner. Try it
for:

¢ Shopping lists and prepara-
tion timelines

* Decorating ideas including
tablescapes

¢ Party themes, playlists, and
game ideas

¢ Seating charts and invitation
wording

e Conversation starters for
mixed groups

Finally, Al isn’t here to replace
the human warmth of the holi-
days — only to lighten the load.
It’s a helpful tool but remember it
is an evolving technology and can
sometimes make mistakes so be
sure to critique results (especially
related to travel itineraries, etc.).
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Ways to help your community during the holidays

The holidays can be a time
of joy for many, but they can
be a time of struggle for some
making the holidays the per-
fect time to give back or pay it
forward. Here are some ways
to help your community dur-
ing the holidays.

1. Food pantries. Food
pantries welcome donations
year-round but there is an in-
creased need at the holidays,
especially this year. Reach out
to a local food pantry to learn
their needs, they often have
a wish list on their website.
Top needs are usually canned
goods, grocery gift cards, baby
formula, and hygiene products.

2. Winter clothing. Many
food pantries, churches, and
businesses hold coat drives
and collect other winter-
wear to help ensure everyone
stays warm during the coldest
months.

3. Nursing homes/se-
nior living. Older adults in
nursing homes or living alone
often cherish connection dur-
ing the holidays. Contact your
local senior center to see how
you can help. Often commu-
nities have greeting card proj-
ects, deliver meals, or simply
spend time in conversation. A
one-on-one visit or a caroling

group (of children or adults)
can bring holiday cheer.

4. Toy/book drives. Toy
and book drives remain a be-
loved tradition, helping ensure
every child wakes up to some-
thing special. Contact local
churches, youth centers, or a
school Outreach Coordinator
to see what needs your com-
munity might have.

5. Shelters. Contact a
soup kitchen or shelter to see if
they have a need. Often, they
arc overwhelmed with volun-
teers at the holidays; if that’s
the case, consider signing up to
help in January instead.

6. Animal shelters. Ani-
mal shelters often see an influx
of pets during winter months
and appreciate donations of
food, blankets, and supplies.
Volunteers can help with dog
walking or cat socialization,
and can also foster a pet. Fos-
tering a pet can help a commu-
nity member in crisis who has
a short-term need for pet care.

7. Be meighborly. You
might not have to go far to find
someone in need. Someone
in your immediate neighbor-
hood might need help shovel-
ing or running errands at this
time of year. Ask your friends

and neighbors, ask the senior
center, or post on your town’s
Facebook page, you’re sure
to find someone in need (and
likely get some additional vol-
unteers to help you). You might
learn of someone who doesn’t
want company at the holidays
but would appreciate having a
meal or baked goods dropped
off.

8. Small businesses. A
great way to support your com-
munity year-round is to shop at
local businesses. Gift cards to
local establishments is a great
way to support your commu-
nity (and local economy).

Practical tips for the holidays: Deadlines, budgeting, scam protection and more

As joyful as the holiday sea-
son can be, it can also bring a
long list of things to do, busy
stores, full airports, and plenty
of pressure. A little planning can
go a long way toward keeping
spirits bright. Here are practi-
cal tips to help make shopping,
celebrations, and travel go more
smoothly this year.

Shipping and mailing

e Shipping deadlines vary,
but this 1s a good guideline. In
general, the closer to the holi-
day you ship a package, the lon-
ger it will take.

* Use tracking numbers, re-
quest secure delivery instruc-
tions, and order online gifts
early to avoid backorders and
porch theft.

* Ground shipping: usually
needs to go out 1-2 weeks be-
fore the holiday

e Priority / 2-Day: typically
the week before

* Overnight services: often
2-3 days before (but faster
means more expensive)

e International shipping:
send 3—4 weeks early when pos-
sible

* Order early online to avoid
sold-out items and backorders

* Use package tracking and
delivery instructions (porch pi-

rates often increase around the
holidays)

Holiday budgeting made
easier

* Set a total seasonal budget
and divide it into categories
such as gifts, food, and travel.

e Track spending with a
notes app or spreadsheet to
avoid surprises.

* Try a family gift exchange
or adopt the four-gift guideline
for kids: want, need, wear, read.

* Homemade gifts—cookies,
ornaments, framed photos—
can be thoughtful and afford-
able.

* DIY or low-cost gift ideas:
baked goods, framed photos,
ornaments, playlists, acts of
service coupons.

* Shop sales smartly: com-
pare prices, avoid impulse buys,
stick to your list.

» Consumable gifts are great
for the person who has every-
thing (or really does not want
another thing)

Online safety and scam
prevention

* Beware of fake shipping
texts/emails—check tracking
only through official carrier sites.

* Use secure websites (look for
“https” in the URL).

* Avoid deals that seem too
good to be true from unknown
sellers. (Remember the old adage:
If it seems too good to be true, it
probably 1s, and don’t risk it).

* Enable package delivery
instructions or lockboxes when
possible.

Hosting without stress

* Plan menus ahead to avoid
ingredient shortages and high
last-minute prices.

* Invite guests to contribute a
dish or dessert to ease your work-
load (most people are eager to

help in some way)

* Prep and freeze ahead items
like soups, casseroles, cookie
dough.

* Stock the basics (toilet paper,
paper towels, hot cocoa, tea).

* Have activities for all ages
like puzzles, board games, craft
table, kids’ corner.

* And don’t forget the music
which will help set the mood and
will also make any awkward si-
lences less. . .silent.

Gift-giving & wrapping

* Keep a running gift list to
avoid duplicates and overspending,

* Be sure to store the gifts in a
place you’ll remember (or keep a
list in your notes app).

* Buy extra small gifts like gift
cards, candles, chocolates for sur-
prise needs. Be sure to add a tag
so you're ready to go (make sure
you indicate to yourself what’s
inside).

e Use recycled or reusable
wrapping: kraft paper, bags, tea
towels, newspaper with twine.
If the kraft paper or backside of
other paper is blank, have chil-
dren (or adults) personalize it
with holiday scenes.

e Perhaps most important:
Always label as you wrap so you
don’t forget what’s inside!

Pets & Plants

* Keep chocolate, poinsettias,
and certain decorations away
from pets.

* Secure trees and breakable
ornaments if you have curious
animals or toddlers.

* Have a safe space for pets

during gatherings.

Travel tips

* Book early and travel mid-
week to avoid the peak rush
(Tuesdays often offer the best
rates).

* Arrive at the airport earlier
than normal as lines will be lon-
ger and weather delays are more
common, and other issues may
arise.

* Pack essentials in carry-ons
(medications, chargers, a change
of clothes, snacks) in case of lost
luggage or delays.

* Check road conditions and
weather forecasts before driving;
keep a winter emergency kit in
the car (blanket, shovel, scraper,

flashlight, water, backup phone
charger).

* Consider digital luggage
trackers for luggage, backpacks,
strollers, etc.

* Download entertainment
ahead of time for kids (and
adults!) in case of limited Wi-F1i.

Holiday self-care

* Schedule downtime the way
you schedule events.

+ Share responsibilities for
cooking, planning, and shopping.

* Embrace “good enough” in-
stead of perfection.

* Stay hydrated, rest well, and
get outside when possible.

* Do what you need to do to
enjoy this time of year!

SOUP AND
', WHOLE SANDWICH

® st $11.99

(with this coupon) A

Look For Other Holiday oAl
Specials Throughout

The Season

__ Great Gifts!
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Friday, December 5 the tree, which will take place at 6 p.m. three high school marching bands, fire popular town tradition of the tree lighting  and enjoy! St. Gabriel’s Church, 151 Men-

+ Olde Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, 2-
8 p.m. Christmas by Candlelight, tickets re-
quired. Experience the history of Christmas
festivities, relish old traditions and create
new ones. Also Saturday Dec. 6, Sunday,
Dec.7;12-14;19-23; and 27-30 www.0sv.
org/event/christmas-by-candlelight

+Vaillancourt Folk Art’s Blaxton Hall
Theatre, Sutton “A Christmas Carol” with
Gerald Charles Dickens — Nov. 28 2-4 p.m.
and 6-8 p.m. Nov. 30 1- 3 p.m. and 5-7
p.m. This performance by Charles Dickens'
great-great-grandson gives life to the
beloved holiday ghost story. performance
of The Christmas Carol. The two-hour
performance includes intermission. This
one-man tour- de-force includes Dickens
portraying 26 different characters using
different gestures, vocal changes and man-
nerisms. Due to length, the show is not
recommended for children under the age
of 8 years old. Valfa.com/calendar

+ Holiday Tree Lighting, 6 p.m. at the
Auburn Fire Station Headquarters, 47 Au-
burn Street. Special appearance by Santa
(laus. Cookies (sponsored by Central one),
the Dance Dazzlers, AHS Marching Band &
Chorus/SWIS Honor Choir/AHS Chamber
Singers/ Boy & Girl Scouts/ hot cocoa, cof-
fee and cookies baked by Bay Path Culinary
Arts students

+ Exsultet! A Celebration of Voices -
7:30 p.m. at the Christ Lutheran Church,
113 Union St., Natick. Tickets are $20 for
general admission, $15 for students and
seniors, and free for children aged 12 and
under. Visit www.exsultet.us for more
information.

« Festival of Lights at the Worcester
Common. The municipality’s annual
Festival of Lights event will take place on
Friday, Dec. 5, 2025 from 4:30- 9 p.m. on
the Worcester Common Oval and adjacent
streets. This free, family-friendly event
will host a number of lighting features, ice
skating, food vendors, community organi-
zations, and performances. A highlight for
Festival of Lights visitors is the lighting of

Saturday, December 6

« 4th Annual Oxford Holiday Extrava-
ganza with 70 vendors, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.
The Student Council will also host its
Breakfast with Santa from 10a.m. — 12
p.m. in the cafeteria. Cost is $5 per person,
including breakfast and a photo with
Santa and Mrs. Claus. Also, a raffle table
set up with vendor-donated items, $1 per
ticket or 15 for $10. Cash only for raffle and
breakfast. The Holiday Lights Parade starts
at the North Oxford Fire Station at 5 p.m.
and concludes with the tree lighting at
the Joslin Park Bandstand. Hot cocoa and
treats for all.

« Waters Farm Preservation, Sutton.
Breakfast with Santa, 9:30 a.m., sponsored
by Sen. Ryan Fattman and Stephanie Fatt-
man. Breakfast, photos, crafts. Free, but
reservations are required. https://bit.ly/
breakfastwithsantatickets

« Sutton Chain of Lights from 10
a.m. -4 p.m., in various locations, Sutton.
Celebrate Christmas in historic Sutton with
businesses, churches and organizations in
town for the annual Christmas and holiday
season celebration. Hop on a free trolley for
rides to more than three dozen locations
to do shopping, enjoy delicious food, kids'
activities and animals. The Sutton High
School Band plays traditional carols and
Christmas tunes at 5 p.m. on the Town
Common and Santa Claus comes by to light
the Town Christmas tree. Live performance
by Sam James of the Kelly Clarkson Show
and The Voice at Vaillancourt Folk Art from
1 am.—1:30 p.m.

« Christmas Fair at First Congregational
Church of Dudley, 135 Center Road 10 a.m.
— 2 p.m. Santa Claus, live entertainment,
vendors, LBS gift shop, cookie corner, bas-
ket raffles, quilt raffle. Live auction starts
at 1:30 p.m.

« Uxbridge First Holiday Night Parade
and Celebration . The parade starts at
4:30 p.m. It begins at Rivulet Street and
ends at the Town Common on Route 16.
Local businesses, community groups,

.
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dancing, ice sculpture and the arrival of
Santa & Mrs. Claus.

« St. Blaise Parish Island of Misfit Toys
Fair, at St. Blaise Church, 1158 S. Main St.,
Bellingham, will take place on December
6, from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. The fair feature
a Country Store, with baubles and other
unique crafts created by the Holy Crafters,
St. Blaise parishioners, who, like Santa’s
elves, work throughout the year to cre-
ate items to sell at the annual event. This
holiday bazaar will also feature a craft
table with handmade Christmas decor, tree
ornaments, and water bottle holders, to
name a few. There will be games for adults
and kids, great food from the Cafe which
will be open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and home-
made sweet treats from the Country Bake
Shop. There will be several raffles going on
throughout the day.

+ Annual Jolly Holly Fair! This longtime
tradition of more than 70 years is sure
to help you find the right gift for anyone
on your list! We have many local artisans
and vendors, needlework, Silent Auction,
crafts, food, and much more! We also have
Pictures with Santa, and face painting!

We hope to see you there! 9am-2pm Millis
Church of Christ, 142 Exchange St. Millis.

« Hopedale Winter Stroll & Shop Hop:
12-7 p.m. The 14th Annual Hopedale
Winter Stroll and Shop Hop takes place
at many stops along Hopedale Street and
Dutcher Street including many historic
buildings such as the Draper Gym, Hoped-
ale Community House, Bancroft Memorial
Library, Hopedale Unitarian Church, Union
Evangelical Church and the Little Red Shop
Museum. Grab a drink from the mobile
Irish pub and a meal from one of our food
trucks or Hopedale restaurants and then
shop multiple vendor locations that will
showcase work from local vintage vendors,
hand makers, artisans, food vendors and
mobile shops. Many businesses across
Hopedale will take part in the Stroll and
Shop Hop with special offers for customers.
Hop on the shuttle bus and visit them! All
of this ending in the long standing and

marscott.cabinetdepot@gmail.com

and Santa visit at the Hopedale Commu-
nity House. Check out our website for more
information and to see pictures of previous
years! https://friendsofhistorichopedale.
com/winter-stroll

« United Parish Holiday Bazaar: 1- 3
p.m. 1 Church Street, Upton

+ Hopkinton Holiday Stroll: 10a.m. -3
p.m.: It will be a great way to get all of your
shopping done and have a fantastic time
doing it. Go from store to store by foot or
cover much more mileage by using your
own vehicle. Take a ride on a horse drawn
carriage around the Common, watch the
ice sculpture creation and stay for the an-
nual Tree lighting on the Hopkinton Town
Common that evening.

+ Holiday & Vendor Craft Fair at Bell-
ingham High. BHS Operation Graduation
2026, which plans an all-night safe party
for BHS graduates, will hold a Holiday
& Vendor Craft Fair at Bellingham High
School on December 6th, from 9 a.m. -3
p.m., 60 Blackstone St., Bellingham.

For more information on BHS Opera-
tion Graduation, email bhsmaopgrad@
gmail.com.

+ Luminary Night, Norwood Town Com-
mon, 4-6 p.m. The Norwood Circle of Hope
Foundation invites you to help light up the
Circle of Hope by purchasing a luminary
to be lit on the Town Common. Continu-
ing a Norwood tradition that began 23
years ago, the luminaries are considered
a symbol of Life, Hope, the Season, and
Remembrance of others. Luminaries can
be purchased for $5 each by sending your
payment to COH, PO BOX 421, Norwood,
MA 02062, or by stopping by Murph’s Place
Restaurant at 58 Broadway, Norwood. You
may include a brief message of life, hope,
the season or remembrance to be written
on the luminary. You will also find an order
form on the Circle of Hope website, NOR-
WOODCOH.ORG.

« Annual Christmas Fair - 9 am to 2 pm.
The fair has a wide variety of fresh balsam
wreaths, cemetery baskets, gift and bake
tables and raffles. Free admission! Come

DEPOT"

don Street, Upton

Sunday, December 7

« Exsultet! A Celebration of Voices. 2
p.m. at the First Congregational Church,
725 Washington St., Holliston. Tickets
are $20 for general admission, $15 for
students and seniors, and free for children
aged 12 and under. Visit www.exsultet.us
for more information.

« During Grafton Celebrates the Holi-
days, the Unitarian Universalist Society of
Grafton and Upton will hold a Holiday Faire
at 3 Grafton Common. Join us between
11:30 AM and 3:30 PM for food, artisan
gifts, vintage holiday decorations, seasonal
music, and crafts for children. At 2 PM,
enjoy a performance by the the Hand Bell
Choir and a reading of "'Twas the Night
before Christmas."

« Annual Christmas Bazaar, St. Joseph's
Parish Center, 68 Central Street, Auburn,
from 9a.m. - 2 p.m. Come enjoy an old-
fashioned Christmas Bazaar and check out
the collectibles, attic treasures, jewelry,
plants, knit goods, holiday décor, toys,
candy, baked items and so much more!
Take a chance on one of our many raffles.
There is something for everyone! Free
Admission. Plenty of parking available.
Handicap accessible.

« Grafton Celebrates the Holidays. Start
the day with a Pancake Breakfast at North
Grafton Elementary School 46 Waterville
Street with crafts, a book fair, and holiday
photos from 8 - 11a.m. Then visit des-
ignated Frosty Stops around town, 12-4
p.m. Atrolley service will be available to
help with transportation between key lo-
cations. Craft & Vendor Fair, 10 a.m. — 2:30
p.m. at Grafton High School, 24 Providence
Rd., Grafton. Over 75 vendors featuring
baked goods, home décor, jewelry, wood-
working, activities and more. Enter to win
a special giveaway.

+Tea at the Museum: The Grafton His-
torical Society will host a holiday tea from
2-4p.m. at 71 Main St., Grafton.

« Community Strum: Apple Tree Arts
will host a community strum-along or
sing-along to holiday songs starting at 2
p.m.

Events on the Common:

3:30-4:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 2019 will
give away homemade holiday treats.
3:45-3:55 p.m. Beatz Dance Studio per-
foms a holiday dance routine

3:55-4:10 p.m. Join the Grafton Girl Scouts
in singing winter and holiday tunes.

4:10- 4:15 p.m. Join Rabbi Rachel as she
shares a few words about Hanukkah.

The event culminates on Grafton Common
with Santa's arrival at 4:15 p.m., followed
by the official tree-lighting ceremony.

For more information, visit GraftonRec.

HAPPENINGS

continued on page 5
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HAPPENINGS
continued from page 4

com

«The 25th Annual Millbury Chain of
Lights, a town-wide event to celebrate the
holidays with local food, shopping and
entertainment! From10:30 a.m. — 4:30
p.m., various locations around town..
Enjoy nearly 40 stops in town for live
music, holiday shopping, holiday figures
like Buddy the Elf and the Grinch, raffles
and food. Old-fashioned trolleys provide
free transportation throughout the day.
The event is sponsored by local businesses
and concludes with a tree lighting and
appearance by Santa Claus at the Millbury
bandstand. www.facebook.com/ mill-
burychainoflights/ «

«The Unitarian Church at 3 Graf-
ton Common is having a traditional
Church Faire and’ Musical Program from
11:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. Enjoy lunch with
holiday music and shop local artisans for
unique gifts not available anywhere else,
fresh holiday greens, vintage Christmas
decorations and jewelry extravaganza.
Take a photo of your family in our Winter
Wonderland photo booth. Free kids' crafts.
Stay and enjoy a free performance by our
church Hand Bell Choir at 2 p.m.

«Webster Dudley Business Alliance
Holiday Stroll on Main Street, Webster from
3-6 p.m. Local shops stay open late with
treats, raffles, and festive displays. Great
for holiday shopping and meeting Santa
before the tree lighting. Webster Holiday
Parade and Tree Lighting. Parade steps off
from Town Hall at 5 p.m., followed by the
tree lighting at 6 p.m. Scout troops, floats,
and Santa along with live music, hot cocoa
and caroling.

« Auburn High School to City Hall,
Auburn. Lighted Santa Parade & Tree Light-
ing. Live music begins at 4 p.m. at City Hall,
parade begins at 4:30 p.m. After parade
ends, at City Hall there will be a tree light-
ing, a visit from Santa, and live music. bit.
ly/AuburnSantaParadeTreeLighting2024

Friday, December 12

« 10 am-4 pm: Rutland’s Festival of
Trees: stroll through the festival to enjoy
decorated trees, wreaths, and ginger-
breads.

« 1 pm: Felted snowman ornament
workshop. All materials provided. Registra-
tion begins Nov. 17 until full. Each partici-
pant must register with $20 cash. Holden
Senior Center.

«6:30-8:30 pm: Rutland’s Festival of
Trees Concert at Lilac Hedge Farm, music by
Stomp n"Holler, food by Fired Up Pizza and
Savage Wraps. $5 per person for concert
entry.

Saturday, December 13

« Franklin’s 2nd Annual “A-Wreath-of-
Franklin." 11a.m.—4p.m. Get ready to
experience the magic of the holidays with
Franklin's newest seasonal tradition—A
Wreath of Franklin! Presented by the
Franklin Cultural Council, the Franklin Cul-

tural District Committee, Franklin Down-
town Partnership and the Department of
Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy,
and our incredible community partners.
(elebrate local talent, small businesses,
and the joyful spirit of the season. Shop
small and local from a beautifully curated
selection of handcrafted goods from local
artists, makers, and small businesses.

Enjoy a Community Wreath Display
created by artists, families, schools, and
organizations showcasing the theme of
“Franklin Welcomes the World," to reflect
the upcoming international soccer games
to be held at nearby Gillette Stadium next
summer. Visit https://franklinartsculture.
my.canva.site/wreath25-program-site

+ Auburn Recreation and Culture Holi-
day Arts & Craft Fair at Auburn High School,
99 Auburn Street, Auburn. With 192 ven-
dors, artisans, awareness groups and food
trucks. 9.a.m. —4 p.m. 508-832-7736.

+ Manchaug Stroll. The historic Vil-
lage of Manchaug will transform into a
traditional winter wonderland for the 2025
Manchaug Stroll from 4-8 p.m. Hosted by
Vaillancourt Folk Art and District V House
in partnership with the Sutton Fire Depart-
ment, this free outdoor event celebrates
the evolution of Christmas in a historic
1800s mill village. Perfect for families and
friends, the Stroll offers a festive way to
embrace the holiday spirit while enjoying
history, music, and holiday treats.

Event Highlights: Live Music by Heart-
land Radio — Soak in the joyful sounds
of Christmas as Heartland Radio performs
live at Vaillancourt. Expect a lively mix of
Christmas classics at District V!

Traditional Food and Drinks: Savor au-
thentic baked goods by Fraulein’s Bakery,
Chimney Cakes (a fragrant, spiral-shaped
Bulgarian pastry), and Christmas sausages
for dinner at Vaillancourt along with a cash
Christmas bar offering gourmet hot choco-
late, glihwein imported from Niimberg,
Germany, and a selection of festive beers
and wines. Meanwhile, District V will host
the 20 Hudson Street Beverage Trailer and
Kith and Kin Food Truck ensuring holiday
spirit flows through the night.

Special Appearances by St. Nicholas
and Krampus, Holiday Shopping and
Historic Strolling, Historic Experiencese

Douglas Winter Stroll, Douglas from 3-6
p.m. Do some holiday shopping, listen

to carolers, explore the Museum and

take part in special events, and treats at
the Library (special guest appearances,
too!), visit the Orchard, get your trees and
wreaths, grab an app or meal...best of all,
take in the holiday lights on Main Street
up to the Common. For more information,
email allyssamanyak@gmail.com.

- Santapalooza 13: Concert for A
(laus: This event to support the Marines’
Toys for Tots foundation will take place
at the Highfields Golf & Country Club, 42
Magill Drive, Grafton.

Sunday, December 14

« HOLIDAY POPS with THE BVCC! The
Blackstone Valley Community Chorus and
Orchestra will present HERE WE COME
ACAROLING, A Holiday Pops Concert, on
Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 4:00pm.
The concert will take place at Valley Chapel

TOPOGRAPH

T

Brand New Construction of one-, two-,
and three-bedroom apartments featuring
modern appliances, washer and dryer in

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 324 Apartments i
w/82 Affordable Units I :
Resident income for affordable units are i
restricted to 80% of the area median income.
Non-Smoking community

at 14 Hunter Road in Uxbridge. Admission
is free, though donations are accepted and
appreciated!

Tuesday, December 16

« 7-8 pm: The Fright Before Christmas
with Jeff Belanger. Remember the famous
Christmas song, “There'll be scary ghost
stories and tales of the glories of Christ-
mases long, long ago. . ."? Belanger brings
the spooky to life with this eerie multime-
dia journey of this haunting holiday. This
program is not suitable for young children.
Registration: Tinyurl.com/RMLFright

Friday, December 19

An 18th-Century Yuletide Celebration
by Candlelight with acclaimed Boston area
chamber ensemble, Musicians of the Old
Post Road. 7:30 — 9 p.m. Enjoy a concert
steeped in the seasonal spirit and sound-
scape of the Baroque and early Classical
eras illuminated by hundreds of candles.
This festive program transports audi-

1BR $1602 $48.000
2BR $1726 $51.600
3BR §1851 $55.400

Eligibility Requirements:

*Minimum 1 person per BR

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

*Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements
under the Tenant Selection Plan approved by EOHLC.

Maximum Income per Per:son/PeopIe Household Size
{2024 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area))

$68,500 §78,250 $88,050

$07.800 $105,650 $113,450

If interested, please contact our

office at 774-220-6334 or at

topograph@wingatecompanies.com

ences across time and continent, from the
frost-laced hills of Ireland and the pastoral
chapels of Germany to the colonial meet-

inghouses of New England.

Performed on period instruments and
with historically informed interpretations
in Blaxton Hall, Vaillancourt Folk Art. Tick-
ets are $60 or $150.

Saturday, December 20

« Auburn Fire Rescue Department’s
traditional Santa Claus Tour by fire truck
to visit kids and adults throughout town.
Route begins at the Drury Square Fire
Station. Please be patient as route comple-
tion depends upon traffic, weather and
emergencies. Santa Tour: from 11a.m.—7
p.m. The Auburn Fire Rescue Department is
expected to continue its traditional Santa
tour by fire truck on Saturday, December

HAPPENINGS

continued on page 6

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn,
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Handmade
Chocolates

OVER 100 DIFFERENT VARIETIES
FINE NUTS ¢ SNACKS ¢ CANDIES ¢ DRIED FRUITS
Taste The Difference Quality Makes

$2.00 OFF

Arcade Industries Inc.
205 Southbridge St., Auburn, MA ¢ 508-832-6300

www.arcadesnacks.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5:00pm; Sat. 9am-2pm. Holiday hours extended Thanksgiving - Christmas: Saturday 9am-4pm ¢ Sunday 12-4pm Thanksgiving thru Christmas

any purchase of $15 or more

Must not be combined with other special offers. °
Offer with coupon expires December 31, 2025. @
Type HOLIDAY25 to redeem online. (]
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HAPPENINGS
continued from page 5

20, 2025. The route begins at the Drury
Square Fire Station around 11 a.m. Note
that times are approximate and depend on
traffic, weather, and emergencies.

+ Celebrate the Winter Solstice with
Christmas in New England, hosted by the
Grass Roots Coffeehouse and the Rockdale
Congregational Church.The concert will
take place in sanctuary of the Rockdale
Congregational Church at 42 Fowler Road

in Northbridge. Prior to the show, come
have a bow! of soup or chili, and at inter-
mission have dessert. Proceeds go to the
Church. Also we'll have our Cookie Walk at
intermission. Buy a box for $15 (orif you
are a return customer with your box from
last year $10) and fill it up with cookies
baked by the congregation. Admission to
the show is $20 at the door only. Doors will
be open at 6:30. Seating for the 7:30 show
is at a first come/first serve basis.

Sunday, December 21
« The Diverse Holliston Choir will pres-

ent a Winter Solstice Concert on Saturday,
December 21st at Holliston Town Hall. The
program will include:

“Crowded Table,”*1 Wish You Peace,”
“Brighter Days,” “Candlelight Canon,” “Here
Comes the Sun,"“Seasons of Love,”Stand
by Me,”“Dona Nobis Pacem,”and “This
Little Light of Mine."If interested in joining
the choir, email sarastalnaker@gmail.com.

Thursday, December 25

« Parishioners and volunteers from the
Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church
would like to cordially invite everyone to

our Free Community Christmas Dinner,
including the usual holiday meal favorites,
roast turkey, potatoes, vegetables, squash,
stuffing, cranberry sauce and dessert. The
dinner is free of charge. The meal will be
served from 12 — 2 p.m. in the Faith Hall,
61 Linwood Avenue, Whitinsville. Parking
is available behind the church, accessible
from Church Street. For more information,
call the church office, 508-234-2275.

+ Christmas Dinner at St. Mary Par-
ish, 77 Mendon Street, Uxbridge. Free for
neighbors, friends and anyone who might
otherwise be alone on Christmas Day,

enjoy music, caroling and a holiday feast
from 5-7 p.m.

Wednesday, December 31

« The Friends of Natick Trails is planning
the fifth Cochituate Rail Trail on New Year's
Eve event on Wednesday, Dec. 31 from 4:30-
7:30 p.m.

Activities will include entertainment,
fire pits, a photo booth, festive lighting,
food and beverages, and other attractions.

Gibson's
N ai:ural Pet
*x Resort

Lodging ~ Daycare ~ Grooming
Training ~ Pet Supplies

139 Upton St. (Rte. 140)Grafton, MA - 508-839-1757

o Gift Cards
3l in any amount
for the

Holidays!

Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am to 6pm
9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPetResort.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPetResort.com

o % 5
OGI!OOMING

®DAYCARE
®BOARDING

154 Rivelin St.
Millbury, MA 01527
BarkNBubblesMillbury.com

508-865-8155

__ & ORDER ONLINE &
' at www.gregorys-restaurant.com
or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

| 303|Viain Street, Douglas, Vi
. 508-476-2552 & "

Professional @@[F Cleaning
M[ﬁ@y@] SI& Boats'

*&?
INowAWiinterlisiComing! s
ComeliniNow/!

218 Worcester 'St., N. Grafton
174-272-0815

www:catacchioautodetail:com

Gift
PR Certificates
L2 Nake Great
&  Gifis!!

Gift Certificates can

B | ‘B T o : be used in the
‘ i 1 | K - Pro Shop and the
Al A e Tavern
ik Q0 =y v .
X a0 ~ ~ —

5

AUTO
DETAIL

42 Magill Dr., Grafton (508) 839-1945 ext.222

www.highfieldsgolfcc.com © Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm Mon. — Sun.

CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

and Beads Handmade Jewelry,
#Parties & Elasses

% Apparel & Handbags

< o Over 20 Flavors of Handmade Specialty Fudge
i eAlways Made Fresh ePre-orders or Walk-ins
Flavor List ®Platters ¢Gift Boxes eHoliday Gift Baskets

f@ TheFudgeladyUxbridge@gmail.com e 11 So. Main Street, Uxbridge, MA e (508) 446-2518

50»8=@12=5152
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make the perfect gift!

JEWELRY REPAIR

LULU S  cUSTOM JEWELRY

GEMS+JEWELRY+CRYSTALSeGIFTS

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE

MANCHAUG MILLS « 9 MAIN STREET « SUTTON, MA
LULUSGEMSGIFTS.COM

A5IR1V.ER{SIFEMIIIEBURYARMAY

Btbnp@msﬂﬂmamnmmoanmﬂmamnﬁszm
508258]IL408 8REY508258]IEA408 SEEY5 I]

Order for pickup or delivery at .,f
RAVIOLISMILLBURY.COM

BURGERS
+PANINIS *WRAPS
«SEAFOOD *SOUP

« APPETIZERS _

*SALADS g\

Electrical Diagnostics
& Repairs

Plowing & Sanding
Repairs

STREET CAR Engine/Transmission

Replacements

SOLUTIONS Classic Car Projects

290]Providence]Rd" RS Grafton)|MA}

503 Washington St.,Auburn, MA
508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

CET'$25 Morlelianiftlckards‘!‘

We are a bourique Spa locared on beautiful Grafron Common.
Owr foscus is on costomized, qualicy services in a cozy & inviring

S rl t S a armosphere, We offer Faciali, Microchanneling, Lashes, Lash/Brow
\? C a e P rinting. Waxing & Spray Tan. Body work inchides Massage,
[ Hor Srone Massage, Reiki. Reflexology & Smench.

;’ We have an infraredfred lighe therapy Sauna, Sale cherapy and
infrared Therapy Mar for your health & relaxarion.

,yﬁr Cert ﬁfﬂff"? make rhf p(’fﬁ’(‘f gift!

ilirble for at the Spa or primable i website)

OprA0) 12 GRAFTON COMMON 774.293.1002 ﬂﬂ'ﬁ
] WWW.SCARLETSPA.ORG b=
& GRAFTON, MA o A

Gift Certlflcates Available in Any Denomination!

Nef éEII [zmh ﬁfz&k & g‘%ﬁeafnnh

11 Uxbridge Road < Route 16 - Mendon, MA 01756

Tel. (508) 473-5079 - (508) 478-0871

I Find us on email: nesteakhouse@aol.com
Facebook www.nesteakandseafood.com

Get
oo, 3 e Quaker g *
Hf)(::d:;/(;! Taver 1

(cash only)
466 Quaker Highway ° Rte. 146A Uxbridge, MA

TUESDAYS WEDNESDAY _ WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS _
TRIVIANIGHT § WINE SPECIAL 3 MUSICAL BURGERS * @

ig the L(ltynge Any Bottle of Wine AND . ’
eservations ™
Recommended 2 4.% dnt,c!ft!e(g E E" - BI NGO BEERS s

(dine-in only)
(dine-in only)

Z79-0901— -

:"g COD 12/24 and 12/25 * ]'

»xperts
| of OH
< Brakes om&m Weldmg &|Fabrication]Services) |
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ¢ FREE DELIVERY ¢ ESTIMATING

STAY PREPARED FOR THE WINTER WITH OUR:
WOOD PELLETS - ICE MELT - SHOVELS - GLOVES - SNOW RAKES
Along with our regular supplies: Lumber & Plywood ® Windows
Doors * Millwork ¢ Roofing ® Insulation  Decking ® Rail Systems
Siding ® Hardwood ¢ Fasteners ® Propane

124 Main Street
Millbury, MA
(508) 865-4822

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. « Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon
cslumberco.com

NSRS TN

Garages Addltlons Modular Homes

STAN DARD GARAGE
. PACKAGES INCLUDE: .
* *Building Plans
*Excavation and Backfill
with Existing Material
*Foundation with 4’ Frost
Wall Footings
*4’’ Reinforced Concrete Floor *
2’ x 6”” Construction <
*Plywood Roof and OSB
Wall Sheathing

2 Double Hung Windows

«Vinyl Siding

. *2- 9’ x T’ Overhead Garage

Doors
*30 Year Architectural Shingles

WWW.GBIAVIS.COM
(508) 476-1500

i -
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—
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B =1
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In-Law Apartments




