
Cook County Schools - ISD #166

December 2025

www.cookcountyschoools.org December 2025

Cook County Schools 
Winter Band Concert!

December 18th in the ACA
6:30pm–Middle School
7:30pm–High School

Greetings Cook County Schools!
Winter has arrived, and with it comes a wide range of student reactions! All the way from pure excitement to 
hesitant shivers. As we settle into the colder season, I wanted to take a moment to remind families of our 
weather guidelines. Students will go outside for recess or class unless the temperature or wind chill reaches 
-10°F. Because we still head outdoors in some very chilly conditions, please make sure your child comes to 
school prepared with appropriate winter gear. If your family is in need of assistance with cold weather 
clothing, please reach out. We can help fill those needs.

On Thursday, our Sawtooth Mountain Elementary Students will take in a matinee performance of The Witch’s 
Princess. This is the community theatre performance being put on by the Grand Marais Playhouse. We are very 
fortunate to have this opportunity for our students to be able to just walk down the hall to the ACA to see their 
friends, family, and community members perform. A big thanks to Sue Hennessy and all of the volunteers, 
workers, and performers from the Grand Marais Playhouse for putting this experience on for our students.

Our 6th graders recently spent a day in the Twin Cities and it was a wonderful experience. They attended the 
morning performance of A Christmas Carol at the Guthrie Theatre as part of their English class study of 
Charles Dickens’ work. Afterward they toured the Minnesota State Capitol, exploring its art, history, and 
architecture while connecting their learning across English and Social Studies. These kinds of interdisciplinary 
experiences make learning come alive, and we are grateful for the Education Foundation for helping make this 
trip possible.
In the High School our winter activities are starting up. 
Please check the activities calendar and come support 
our students at upcoming events. Our student athletes 
and performers love seeing familiar faces in the crowd. 
We also have a number of open positions in our school. 
Please be sure to check our employment postings on 
our webpage if you, or anyone you know, may be 
interested in joining that team at ISD 166.

Finally, a quick reminder that our winter break starts 
on Wednesday, December 24th and students return to 
school on Monday, January 5th. 

All the best,
Josh Belanger
Principal Cook County Public Schools
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Veterans Day 2025
Another meaningful Veterans Day program took place at Cook County Schools on Nov 11, 
2025. The Color Guard opened and closed the program, Keynote speakers Alec Gugala and 
Ann Sullivan shared their perspectives on serving our country, while the Cook County 
Community band directed by band teacher Reece Wright played patriotic music 
accompanied by the Sawtooth Elementary 2nd and 3rd grades, music teacher Mrs. Cindy 
Johnson and the CCHS choir. Thank you for your service, veterans!

The entire program is available to watch on the Cook County Schools youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0ePPRiSdIo
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Thomas Foster’s Kindergarten and First Grade Outdoor 
Education class has been working on their fort this quarter! 
It  has been one of the central points of their class and taken 

some serious effort and teamwork. The First Grade class 
voted on a name, and so it is now called The Fort of Friends. 

Although you can’t really tell, the entire First Grade was 
inside the fort at once for this picture!

Sawtooth Mt. Elementary and Cook County Middle Schools were visited by 
children’s book author Erin Soderberg Downing in November where she shared 

about her writing process and the importance of reading. Students learned about 
many of her books which take place in Northern Minnesota.
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In recognition of Native American Heritage Month, Kindergarten students learned about 
two Native American artists: Jim Oskineegish and Norval Morriseau. These artists 

painted in the Woodland style.  The students learned about the different aspects of this 
style and meaning behind lines, shapes, and animals.  They then painted their own 

Woodland styled animal and a group floral mural.   

Congratulations to the students elected into Sawtooth Student Council! On Election Day, Sawtooth 
students in grades 2-5th voted to fill the 4 open Student Council positions. 4th grade students Harper 
and Sam and 5th grade students Andrew and Bella were elected to join Brynn, Brennan, and Oscar in 
Student Council. Some candidates who ran for Student Council but were not elected have taken on the 
role of Supporters and are excited to help Student Council members with projects!

Sawtooth Student Council is holding a Winter 
Clothes Drive to restock our stash of extra winter 
gear. This extra winter gear is either given to 
students who need it or can be used by students 
who misplaced or forgot to bring winter clothes. 
This stash is a life saver for our students, especially 
at recess! By student request, we are also collecting 
food for the Food Shelf. There will be boxes located 
by the Eagle Doors (Main Entrance) for donations to 
be dropped off. Donations can be sent with 
students or dropped off by adults. Student Council 
will help manage and organize the donations. 
Please see the flyer for the Winter Clothes and Food 
Drives for more information. 

The Sawtooth Mt. Elementary 25-26
 Student Council & Supporters
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The sixth graders had a great experience in the Twin Cities in November! Thanks to the 
generosity of the Cook County Education Foundation, they enjoyed a performance of “A 

Christmas Carol” at the Guthrie Theater and tour of the state capitol.
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Congrats to our Cook County High School Knowledge Bowl students for winning the 
Northeastern Minnesota 9th/10th Grade Knowledge Bowl Regional Tournament! In the fall 

season, these students go up against schools of all sizes, so not only did they win, but they 
decisively beat out all the “big schools,” as well. Congrats to competitors Redding Drews, 
Maxwell Matney, Rolan King, Birk Jansen, Eloise Silence and their coach David Liechty!

The junior and senior English classes wrote 
6 word memoirs, which are currently on 
display outside of Beal's classroom. They 
did an excellent job writing powerful and 
meaningful life stories with serious 
limitations!
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FIRST® is the sport where every kid can go pro!
High school robotics has officially started, and we’re excited to welcome new and returning students 
to another year of innovation, teamwork, and competition. Practices are held after school on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., with additional Saturday work sessions 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. during the build season (Sat Jan 9th through Saturday Feb 27th). 
Students interested in joining the team still have time—high school participants may enroll until 
December 4th. For more information or to sign up, please contact Coach SarahLynn Anderson.
This year’s 2025–2026 FIRST® Robotics Competition promises to be especially exciting with its 
archaeology-inspired theme, FIRST® AGE. Our official game, titled REBUILTTM, will be revealed on 
the first Saturday in January, and our team has been preparing and are eager to begin strategizing 
and bringing creative solutions to life once the challenge is announced.
We also want to extend a huge thank-you to the individuals who helped create our new STEM laptop 
cart on wheels from the Windows 11 update e-waste, complete with eight brand new Arduino 
Inventor’s Kits. This valuable resource was made possible through the support of Community 
Mentor Marie Tessier, IT Specialist Kevin Anderson, the CCEA Board, and Doug and Mary Sanders. 
Their contributions continue to strengthen hands-on STEM learning for all our students.
FIRST® Robotics is an expensive program to provide for our young community of students. We 
have budgeted a need for $23,726.98 to compete at the DECC March 4th through the 7th,  2026. If 
you would like to donate to our program, please send a check to the district office made out to 
“Cook County ISD 166” with “Robotics” in the memo. Thank you for considering a donation!
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Calendar 
December 2025

 Tuesday, December 2nd
     Boys Basketball @ South Ridge
 Friday, December 5th
     Boys Basketball vs. Floodwood, 6:30pm
     Mid-Term
 Tuesday, December 9th
     Boys Basketball @ Carlton-Wrenshall
 Thursday, December 11th
     Nordic Ski @ Duluth
 Friday, December 12th
     Alpine Ski @ Giants Ridge
     Boys Basketball @ Cromwell-Wright
 Tuesday, December 16th
     Nordic Ski @ Grand Rapids
 Thursday, December 18th
     Alpine Ski home @ Lutsen
     MSHS Winter Band Concert in ACA, 6:30pm
 Friday, December 19th
     Boys Basketball vs. Ely, 6:30pm
 Saturday, December 20th
     Nordic Ski Pincushion Invitation, 11:00am
 Tuesday, December 23rd
     Middle School Exploratory Day
 December 24th - December 31st
     Winter Break NO SCHOOL

 

Calendar 
January 2025

Thursday, January 1st-Friday, January 2nd
    Winter Break NO SCHOOL
Friday, January 2nd
    Boys Basketball vs. Two Harbors, 6:30pm
Tuesday, January 6th
    Nordic Ski @ Cloquet
    Boys Basketball vs. Cromwell-Wright, 6:30pm
Friday, January 9th
    Boys Basketball vs. McGregor, 6:30pm
Saturday, January 10th
    Nordic Ski @ Cloquet
Tuesday, January 13th
    Boys Basketball vs. South Ridge, 6:30pm
Thursday, January 15th
    Boys Basketball vs. North Woods, 6:30pm
Friday, January 16th
    End of Quarter 2  
    Nordic Ski @ Duluth
Saturday, January 17th
    Alpine Ski @ Giant’s Ridge
    Boys Basketball vs. Int’l Falls, 1:30 pm
Monday, January 19th
    Alpine Ski home @ MDL
    Boys Basketball @ Mesabi East
    MLK Jr Day NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, January 20th
    Boys Basketball @ Chisolm
    Nordic Ski @ Two Harbors
Thursday, January 22nd
    Alpine Ski home @ Lutsen
Friday, January 23rd
    Boys Basketball vs. Stella Maris, 7:15pm
Alpine Ski Home: Lutsen, 11:00 am
Saturday, January 24th
     Nordic Ski @ Ely
Tuesday, January 27th
    Alpine Ski @ Giant’s Ridge
    Boys Basketball vs. Fond du Lac Ojibwe, 6:30 pm
Thursday, January 29th
     Nordic Ski @ Duluth East
Friday, January 30th
    Boys Basketball @ Barnum

January 
19th

Dec 24-Jan 2
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