
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Over 
the objections of environmental 
advocates, off-roaders and tribal rep-
resentatives, the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors unanimously 
approved a massive solar facility on 

Nov. 18. The six-hour hearing drew 
an overflow crowd, with most of the 
130 speakers opposed.

The Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic 
Ranch will be built on the Barton 
Ranch south of Rancho Murieta, 
spanning 2,700 acres of pastureland 
on both sides of Scott Road. About 
1,412 acres will be developed for 

the project, including a 200-mega-
watt solar array capable of powering 
up to 40,000 homes and a 100-mega-
watt battery storage system designed 
to deliver electricity for up to four 
hours.

The applicant plans to integrate 
seasonal sheep grazing around the 
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State 
Dismisses 

CSD Conflict 
Complaints

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Three Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District board members 
have essentially been 
cleared of conflict-of-in-
terest allegations by the 
California Fair Political 
Practices Commission.

The commission, which 
reviews potential finan-
cial conflicts of interest but 
does not rule on questions 
of bias, announced in sep-
arate Nov. 21 emails to the 
complainants that it will 
not pursue enforcement 
actions against Director 
Randy Jenco,  Board 
President John Merchant or 
Director Linda Butler, cit-
ing insufficient evidence.

Former board member 
Stephen Booth filed the 
FPPC complaint against 
Jenco, while developer 
Bob Keil submitted a sep-
arate complaint against 
Merchant and Butler.

The two complaints 
raised different con-
cerns: One alleged that 
Jenco could have a 
financial interest in devel-
opment on his property, 
while the other claimed 
Merchant and Butler were 
biased because of their 
involvement in a petition 
supporting a moratorium.

Development 
Moratorium

B o t h  c o m p l a i n t s 
stemmed from a tense 
Sept. 17 board meeting 
in which the board voted 
3–2 to begin the process 
of enacting a moratorium 
on new development due 
to insufficient water sup-
ply. Merchant, Butler and 
Director Bill Gere sup-
ported the motion, while 
Jenco and Director Tim 
Maybee opposed it.

Before the board began 
discussing the moratorium, 
audience member Richard 
Gehrs told the directors 
that there was a percep-
tion in the community 
that Jenco had a financial 
conflict because he had 
purchased the Granlees 
property, which could be 
subdivided and developed 
in the future.

Later in the meeting, 
Booth questioned whether 
Jenco should partici-
pate in discussions about 
a moratorium or even the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan, given that he could 

Tree Lighting Draws Crowd to Stonehouse

The Christmas tree lights up as soon as Santa Claus finishes his countdown at Stonehouse 
Park on Nov. 28. The Rancho Murieta Association Recreation Committee sponsors the annual 
event. 

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
at Stonehouse Park on 
Nov. 28 drew an enthusi-
astic crowd of children, 
parents and grandpar-
ents eager to visit with 
Santa. The Rancho Murieta 
Association Recreation 
Committee presented the 
event, a community tradi-
tion for 22 years.

Highlights of the eve-
ning included visits with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
the lighting of the RMA 
Christmas tree, festive hol-
iday music, cookies and 
hot cocoa, and two cozy 
fire pits to take the edge off 
the chill.

Santa and Mrs. Claus 
made their grand entrance 
at 6 p.m., arriving in style 
aboard a Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District 
engine, its lights flashing 
and sirens blaring.

After arriving at the 
plaza, Santa led the excited 
crowd in a reverse count-
down that culminated in 
the Christmas tree being 
lighted.

Once seated on their 
throne, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus welcomed the first 
youngster in what became 

Supervisors Approve Solar 
Facility Despite Protests

A Sacramento County map shows the footprint of the Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic Ranch along Scott Road. The Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the project on Nov. 18. Courtesy photo
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

By Wilton Winter Festival

WILTON, CA (MPG) -
Winter Festival time has arrived in 

Wilton again, and with it, another oppor-
tunity to honor local people who have 
shaped our community over the decades. 
This year, the Wilton Winter Festival 
Parade grand marshals are Bill and Alice 
Kutzer.

Communities are shaped over genera-
tions. People are attracted to a place and 
settle there for any number of reasons. But 
no matter what brought them there, those 
people become the fabric of that commu-
nity. A patchwork of values and lifestyles 
that grows and attracts people with a 
desire for the same. Small American com-
munities like Wilton are no exception to 
this phenomenon. And today, we honor 
Bill and Alice Kutzer for the impact they 
have had in shaping and protecting the 
community we value so much.

Their Beginnings
Bill Kutzer was born in San Mateo. 

From a young age, he developed a love 
for the outdoors, spending time with his 
dad hunting and fishing. He spent several 
summers at a ranch on the Klamath River 
helping his aunt and uncle. The ranch was 
self-sufficient with many farm animals, 
a large garden, and lots of canning and 
cooking on a wood stove. 

“There was always work to do,” Bill 
says. He spent his days milking cows, col-
lecting egg and gathering hay from the 
fields. This is where Bill says he devel-
oped a true “country connection.”

In 1959, Bill graduated from high 
school and went on to the College of the 
Pacific (now University of the Pacific) to 
play football and pursue a career in teach-
ing and coaching. After graduation, Bill 
stayed at UOP as a freshman football 
coach and completed a Master’s Degree in 
education in 1965, along with credentials 
qualifying him to teach up to the junior 
college level. Soon after, Bill was hired 
as an instructor in the physical education 
department and head freshman football 
coach at Sacramento State College, a job 
that launched a long and rewarding career. 
Bill says, “All my life, God was opening 
doors.”

Bill served in the United States Marine 
Corps Reserves from 1963 to 1969. He 
graduated at the top of his training com-
pany and was honored to carry the flag at 
the ceremony. He also received the Marine 
Corps Dress Blues for being first in the 
class.

Alice Schmierer was born in San Diego. 
At a young age, she moved with her fam-
ily to one of her grandfather’s ranches, 
a grape vineyard in Acampo. Alice has 
many fond memories of growing up on 
the ranch in Acampo with her brother 
and sister. They were very involved in 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
in Lodi. Because many German-Russian 
immigrants lived in Lodi, much of the 
congregation spoke German, and the 
church service pamphlets were printed in 
English and German. Alice recalls many 
traditions, including the annual Christmas 
play and stuffing stockings for the children 
in the congregation as a member of the 
youth group. A highlight recalled by both 
Bill and Alice is a German opera singer 
named Inga singing “Silent Night” a cap-
pella from the balcony of the church on 
Christmas Eve. After all these years, the 
memory still has an effect on them. Alice 
continues to stay in contact with church 
families from these days. She says she and 
her siblings always felt supported by the 
close-knit community they had.

Also during these years, Alice devel-
oped her love for preserving history. A 
self-described archivist, she followed in 

her mother’s footsteps by clipping news-
paper articles and obituaries of family 
and friends. She says her church directo-
ries and high school yearbooks are stuffed 
with articles about events and people in 
the community.

Life Together 
Bill and Alice met at Campus Crusade 

for Christ in Stockton in 1962, and they 
were married in 1965. Not long after, 
they began to consider where they wanted 
to settle down and raise a family. They 
wanted to be near Alice’s family, and 
they were both drawn to rural life. They 
looked around Citrus Heights, Lincoln 
and Newcastle but didn’t find exactly what 
they wanted. They discovered 80 acres for 
sale on Colony Road (considered Galt at 
the time) and wished they could have pur-
chased it all, but it was out of reach. They 
purchased 20 acres in 1967 with the plan 
to build a home.

By 1970, the Kutzers were a family 
of four (their two daughters, Wendy and 
Roxanne, were 4 and 2), and construction 
started on the home Bill and Alice live in 
today. Alice describes it as a Capp home: 
The lumber for the home was pre-cut and 
delivered to the site, which Bill unloaded 
on a northern California summer day… it 
was 113 degrees!

The project was a group effort, with 
friends and family helping along the way. 
Bill dug the foundation by hand while 
working full-time. The family lived in an 
18-foot travel trailer on the premises for 
six months. As one can imagine, there is 
no shortage of stories from this time, like 
when the pipes on the trailer froze and 
ruptured; or when the roof was sheeted 
with plywood and the family awoke to 
pouring rain in the night forcing Bill to 
climb up and nail the roofing paper to 

stop the water from damaging the furni-
ture they had already moved in; or when 
Bill and Alice were on the roof nailing 
the shingles down and they turned to see 
the sweet face of their 2-year-old daugh-
ter, who had climbed up to the roof to see 
what they were doing. Undoubtedly, this 
was a time of hard work, sweat, exhaus-
tion and stress. But Bill and Alice recount 
the stories with smiles. They are the salt of 
the earth: unafraid of hard work in pursuit 
of their dreams.

After settling into the new house, their 
last daughter, Cindy, was born. As lov-
ers of agriculture, involvement in 4-H 
was a natural next step. The family was 
given two sheep: one with a bad eye and 
one with a bad leg. Those gifts led to the 
construction of pens and a small barn; 
the flock reached 30 sheep at its peak. 
As shearing is required for sheep, Bill 
became quite proficient. This led to the 
impromptu formation of a sheep-shearing 
operation with a few of Bill’s local friends 
that lasted 15 years. The men would shear 
sheep for people from miles around; their 
biggest day was 100 sheep! Bill was even 
willing to stop by ranches after his work-
day at Sac State to shear a few sheep when 
requested.

Because their home address was Galt, 
the girls went to Arcohe School. Alice 
began volunteering at the school, which 
slowly developed into part-time work 
and eventually a full-time job. Over the 
years and through the kids’ activities, 
the Kutzers developed relationships with 
many people in the surrounding area.

The Community 
When asked what the area was like 

when they purchased their property, the 
Kutzers describe a few houses, and mostly 
open pasture, cows, sheep, goats and row 

crops. Alice recalls that after corn har-
vest, there would be hundreds of Sandhill 
cranes in the fields. There were abundant 
pheasants, turkeys and Canadian honkers 
that would visit their land regularly. The 
Kutzers remember the old Dillard Store 
as a community hub, with two gas pumps 
and a meat locker in the back. They also 
reminisce about the post office located in 
the back of the Wilton Store until the cur-
rent post office was built.

In the early 1980s, the boundary lines 
were redrawn, and the Kutzers’ address 
became a Wilton address. They joke that 
they moved from Galt to Wilton without 
having to pack a single item!

It was after this that Bill became 
involved in the movement to keep Wilton 
the rural, country community it has been 
for so long. When Elk Grove began to 
look southward in the expansion of its 
sphere of influence, Bill was a vehement 
opponent. His involvement in keeping Elk 
Grove from encroaching on agricultural 
land and wildlife habitat was crucial to 
defeating the plan.

The Kutzers (mostly Bill, according to 
Alice) also became involved in the forma-
tion of the Wilton History Group, which 
continues to benefit our community today. 
For many years, Alice has been part of 
the military committee within the group, 
organizing the annual Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day celebrations in Wilton. Alice 
and members of the group have collected 
significant amounts of military memo-
rabilia, which they display at the events. 
Alice has also been able to put her archi-
val skills to work and maintains binders 
chronicling information on local veter-
ans, surviving and deceased. The criteria 
for representing Wilton as a veteran is 
to have stayed here for at least 24 hours, 
Alice says with a smile. She is obviously 
passionate about the importance of recog-
nizing our veterans in this way.

Regarding the Wilton Winter Festival 
Parade, Bill recalls Mary Morgan being 
the driving force behind the first one, 
and Bill and Alice were there. They have 
attended many over the years and are hon-
ored to be named grand marshals for 2025. 
Their favorite part of the event is seeing 
community members recognized for their 
contributions to Wilton.

This year, they plan to have family in 
attendance at the parade, including their 
daughter, Cindy, and her family, also resi-
dents of Wilton.

 In addition to the Wilton Winter 
Festival, the Kutzers plan to spend the 
holidays with family as they always do. 
When their three daughters married, Bill 
and Alice felt they had been given three 
sons. Now, with seven grandchildren, and 
two of them married, the gatherings are 
growing. They are grateful that all three 
children and their extended families still 
live in California. Alice counts the oppor-
tunity to gather and share memories with 
family as the second-best gift she has ever 
received; the first being God sending his 
son, Jesus, to earth for us.

In talking with Bill and Alice, their love 
for the rural lifestyle shines. As Bill said 
of Alice, he knew “she had country in her 
bones.” Of course, things have changed 
over the years: more traffic, more houses, 
less wildlife, water worries. But the sense 
is that the good has been so good it has 
unquestionably outweighed any changes 
in the other direction. They love where 
they live and the life they created here. 
They love this community, which was 
forged over the years by people drawn to 
its rural charm and authenticity, forged by 
people like Bill and Alice Kutzer.

The 17th annual Wilton Winter Festival 
is from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6 
at the Wilton Community Center (9717 
Colony Road). The parade is at noon. � H

The Kutzers: Preserving Wilton’s Past, Protecting Its Future

Bill and Alice Kutzer are grand marshals of the Wilton Winter Festival Parade on Saturday, Dec. 
6. Photo courtesy of Wilton Winter Festival
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Discussion of a pro-
posed e-bike rule and 
non-member barcode use 
highlighted the Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Board’s Nov. 18 meeting.

In other business, the 
board presented a plaque 
to Randy Jenco in recogni-
tion of his work improving 
the Stonehouse Park sports 
fields. The general man-
ager also honored Gyan 
Singh, a 50-year employee 
who died the previous 
week. (See separate stories 
in this issue.)

E-Bikes
Director Scott Adams, 

who chairs the Governing 
Documents Committee, 
has been working for 
months on a proposed 
e-bike rule. The draft dis-
cussed at the meeting had 
been circulated for member 
feedback earlier this year 
and drew about 50 com-
ments from residents. 

Adams asked the board 
to weigh in on three sec-
tions: where e-bikes may 
be ridden, a requirement 
that riders be at least 16 
years old, and higher fines 
for egregious violations.

After several direc-
tors raised concerns about 
limiting e-bikes to paved 
surfaces, Adams agreed 
to revise the rule to allow 
their use on gravel paths as 
well. 

The other directors 
did not object to the age 
requirement or the pro-
posed fine schedule. They 
also briefly discussed 
requiring identification 
stickers for e-bikes and the 
challenges of enforcing the 
rule.

At the end of the dis-
cussion, the board voted 
unanimously to circulate 
the proposed rule for a 
30-day member review.

Non-Member 
Barcodes

During his general 
manager’s report, Rod 
Hart said he is work-
ing with Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Security to address 
problems with issuing 
and managing non-mem-
ber barcode stickers. He 
noted that the current sys-
tem lacks clear tracking 
and adequate controls for 

monitoring non-resident 
access to the community. 
For example, as many as 
five barcodes have been 
issued per household to 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club social members.

Har t  i s  p ropos ing 
transferring the entire 
non-member barcode pro-
cess to RMA control, with 
several key improvements. 
The new system would 
introduce color-coded 
barcodes specifically for 
non-members, making 
them easily identifiable 
throughout the commu-
nity. Each barcode would 
require a signed contract 

and a deposit, allowing 
RMA to assess fines for 
violations such as speeding 
or unauthorized access to 
restricted areas. Moreover, 
the association would have 
the power to deactivate 
barcodes if deposits are not 
replenished. Nonmembers 
also would apply for bar-
codes at the RMA building 
during business hours.

Annual Meeting
Although the board 

was scheduled to hold its 
annual meeting on Nov. 
20, not enough members 
returned ballots to reach 
the required 40% quorum, 

Hart said. The board 
rescheduled the meeting 
for Dec. 11 under a new 
state law that lowers the 
quorum requirement to 
20%. Hart said the asso-
ciation received enough 
ballots to meet that require-
ment. The meeting will 
begin at 6 p.m.

Other Business
Hart said he has con-

tacted Caltrans about 
instal l ing deer-cross-
ing signs along Jackson 
Highway after receiv-
ing multiple community 
reports of deer being 
struck by vehicles. He will 

also ask the Maintenance 
Committee to consider 
whether similar signs 
could be installed inside 
the gates, particularly 
on Murieta Parkway and 
Camino Del Lago.

Hart also addressed a 
motorcycle escort issue 
raised by audience mem-
ber Brian Rosebrock. He 
said the escort policy does 
not appear in the CC&Rs 
or in the non-architectural 
rules. The requirement 
that a patrol officer escort 
a motorcycle to and from 
an owner’s home – only in 
the North – appears to stem 
from a past board decision 
that was never clearly doc-
umented. Hart said that 
developing a better, con-
sistent process will require 
going through the commit-
tee structure, beginning 
with the Compliance 
Committee.

Audience member Tom 
Shewchuck offered the 
board three focus areas for 
the coming years. First, 
he urged tighter controls 
on non-member access 
at the gates, noting that 
Hart is already addressing 
part of the issue with bar-
code sticker changes. His 
second suggestion was to 
improve guest compliance 
and explore new gate-ac-
cess technologies, such as 
license plate or facial rec-
ognition systems. Third, 
he proposed uniting all of 
the community’s home-
owner associations under 
the RMA umbrella.

The board’s next meet-
ing will be at 6 p.m. on 
Nov. 11 for the Annual 
Meeting and at 6:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 16 for the regular 
monthly meeting.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

E-Bikes, Barcodes are Association Topics

Director Scott Adams requests board comments on a proposed e-bike rule at the Nov. 18 Rancho Murieta Association meeting. 
File photo
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UBER OR LYFT ACCIDENT?
GUENARD & BOZARTH, LLP 

PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEYS

(916) 714-7672www.gblegal.com

The Perfect Gift for 
you or someone 
your know!

Join by December 31, 2025

Social Membership 
No Initiation fee 

No December Dues 
30 day Cancellation Notice

Trial golf 
3 Months $333 a month

(New Members only)

Other fees may apply.  
Contact Chantil Russo, 
 Membership Director  
for more details at  

crusso@ranchomurietacc.com

Contact Us 916-354-3421
Visit Our Website www.ranchomurietacc.com

Our Location 7000 Alameda Drive

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District crews worked 
around the clock from Nov. 
15 to Nov. 17 to prevent a 
sewage spill at Lift Station 
6B, after a series of equip-
ment failures and heavy 
rain overwhelmed one of 
the community’s most sen-
sitive wastewater stations.

Because the lift sta-
tion sits near the wooden 
bridge, any spill into the 
Cosumnes River could 
trigger costly state penal-
ties, similar to the fines the 
district incurred in 2006 
when treated wastewater 
accidentally entered the 
river.

District directors unan-
imously approved the 
Lift Station 6B repair and 
cleanup at their Nov. 19 
board meeting. Board 
President John Merchant 
estimated the total cost 
could reach $250,000.

The trouble began Friday 
night, Nov. 14 when a low-
level alarm was reported 
around 10 p.m. and cleared 
by staff. But the more seri-
ous problems surfaced the 
next afternoon. At about 
3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15, 
another low-level alarm 
was triggered at the station, 
prompting an operator to 
respond.

In ter im Opera t ions 
Director Travis Bohannon 
s a i d  t h e  s t a t i o n ’s 
programmable logic con-
troller (PLC) unexpectedly 
stopped controlling pump 
levels, and the backup 
float system – designed to 
take over when levels rise 
or fall beyond setpoints – 
also failed to engage. As a 
result, the pump continued 
running until the wet well 
dropped to roughly half a 
foot, triggering the alarm. 
The lower float was later 
found to have failed and 
has since been replaced.

W h e n  t h e  o p e r a -
tor arrived, he manually 
refilled the wet well to 
4 feet and returned the 
pumps  to  au tomat ic 
mode. But the system 
could only draw the level 
down to about 2.5 feet 
and no lower, indicating 
the pumps were no longer 
operating at full efficiency. 
Bohannon responded to the 
site and suspected that air 
and grease  had entered the 
4-inch main when the wet 
well was pumped nearly 
to the bottom. The pumps 
were not damaged, he 
said, but they were unable 
to keep up with incoming 
flow.

“Once the rain started, 
I knew we were going to 
need Vactor trucks due to 
the amount of rain that was 
forecasted in a relatively 
short period of time,” 
Bohannon said. The Vactor 
truck began hauling efflu-
ent from the lift station to 

the wastewater plant.
Once the rain became a 

deluge, Bohannon sum-
moned two more Vactor 
trucks. During the height of 
the storm, all three trucks 
rotated continuously.

“We had to have contin-
uous pumping,” Bohannon 
said in his email response. 
“Once the rain kept coming 
down, one truck couldn’t 
keep up.”

After the heaviest down-
pour ended, Bohannon 
released one truck, but 
two remained on site for 
two full days, operat-
ing 24 hours a day until 
early Monday morning. In 
total, five CSD employ-
ees worked rotating shifts 
throughout the weekend to 
keep wastewater moving 
and prevent an overflow, 
Bohannon said.

Compounding the prob-
lem was significant inflow 
and infiltration (I&I) dis-
covered during the storm. 
After Bohannon alerted 
him to earlier issues, 
Utility Supervisor Corey 
Carskaddon inspected 
manholes during the peak 
rainfall and found an ille-
gal tap on De La Pena and 
multiple uncapped clea-
nouts at The Retreats, all 
allowing stormwater to 
pour into the sewer sys-
tem. Staff cut off the tap 
and capped the cleanouts, 
though additional storms 
will be needed to gauge 
how much these fixes 
reduce inflow.

District staff are continu-
ing to investigate the cause 
of the weekend emergency. 
When asked at the board 
meeting whether outdated 
equipment had played a 
role, Bohannon said the 
float switches were not old 
and had been installed only 
a couple of years ago. 

One long-term effort 
already underway is to 
locate and prepare to use 
a separate 10-inch force 
main that was believed to 
exist but had never been 
mapped. The staff located 
the downstream end of the 
line near the yellow bridge, 
confirming its position. 
Work is now underway 
to connect the larger pipe 
to the lift station in addi-
tion to the small pipe. 
The intent is “make sure 
this never happens again,” 
Bohannon told the board.

The emergency formally 
ended Monday morning 
when wet-well levels sta-
bilized, and the pumps met 
normal demand without 

assistance. The final Vactor 
truck was released shortly 
afterward.

Merchant told the board 
he authorized the ini-
tial work and said it may 
evolve into a $250,000 
project.

2006 River Spill
Merchant was also the 

board president in 2006 
when about 20 million gal-
lons of chlorinated water 
spilled from Bass Lake 
into the Cosumnes River, 
and he ended up appearing 
before the state Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board. 

Merchant recalled the 
incident at the Jan. 20, 
2023, board meeting. 
The board was deciding 
whether to loan $115,816 
to the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club for emer-
gency repairs and upgrades 
to the Bass Lake pump that 
was damaged in the New 
Year’s storm. The pump 
irrigates the north course 
using reclaimed water from 
the district. 

According to the discus-
sion, a failing pump house 
would have been bad for 
the country club because 
it couldn’t irrigate, and 
for the district because it 
couldn’t remove reclaimed 
water.

The worst-case scenario 
happened to the district in 
2006 when the state fined 
CSD after reclaimed water 
spilled into the Cosumnes 
River from Bass Lake.

Merchant said the dis-
trict was fortunate to 
receive a $200,000 fine, 
noting it could easily have 
reached a million dollars. 
In addition to the fine, the 
district incurred substantial 
permit-related work and 
significant legal expenses.

“This little miscalcu-
lation we had – in the 
amount of rain we were 
going to get and the 
amount of water we could 
hold in our recycled-water 
pools – cost us in excess of 
half a million dollars,” he 
said. “So what we’re doing 
here, whether it’s secured 
or unsecured, we’re betting 
$100,000 that we are not 
going to be fined another 
half a million.”

The board approved 
the 2023 loan from sewer 
reserves, which the coun-
try club is still paying off. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

CSD Crews Work 
Nonstop to Prevent 

Sewage Spill

Located near the wooden bridge, Lift Station 6B is operating normally after an emergency in 
mid-November when the pump couldn’t keep up with heavy rain. Photo by Gail Bullen

Work is underway to expose a 10-inch pipe that will provide 
another connection between Lift Station 6B and the 12-inch 
force main at the Yellow Bridge. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Two meet-
ings were held in Rancho Murieta on Nov. 
17 and 18 to update residents on a study 
examining the vulnerabilities of Jackson 
Highway if an evacuation were required 
during a fire or flood. The presenta-
tion, held at Rancho Murieta Community 
Church, included models showing how a 

wind-driven fire could spread through the 
community, a map of local road closures 
during the 2023 New Year’s storm, and 
results from a recent community survey.

The Rancho Murieta Resilience Plan is 
a project led by the Sacramento County 
Department of Transportation under a 
Caltrans planning grant. A full story will 
be published in the Dec. 19 issue and is 
already available online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

Community Updated on Jackson Highway Study

This image shows the roads that closed during the 2023 New Year’s storm. It was part of the presentation on the Rancho Murieta Resilience Plan held at two meetings 
in November. Courtesy photo



DECEMBER 5, 2025	 River Valley Times • 5

Supervisors Approve Solar 
Facility Despite Protests

Turkey Drive Helps Elk Grove Food Bank
The first Rancho Murieta 
Association Frozen Turkey 
Pickup Donation, held Nov. 
21, was a success, according 
to Director Tom Reimers, 
who worked with RMA staff 
to launch the event. “RMA 
members are so generous,” 
he said. “It will be an annual 
event.” In the photo on 
the near left, Reimers and 
Directors Ernie Cowles, Wyly 
Haviland and Chris Childs 
display the results of their 
porch pickups: 45 turkeys 
weighing 670 pounds, along 
with 270 pounds of dry goods 
and $250 in cash. In the photo 
far left, Reimers and Haviland 
deliver the donated turkeys 
to the Elk Grove Food Bank. 
Courtesy photos

Continued from page 1

The hearing at the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors chamber lasts six hours. Courtesy 
photos

Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez makes the motion to approve 
the project, describing it as a business decision.

Herb Garms, one of the Barton Ranch owners, explains that 
the project will allow the family to keep the property in 
agriculture.

Supervisor Patrick Hume says supervisors “sometimes are 
asked to make decisions that suck.”

solar arrays, use strategic 
landscaping to help screen 
the panels from view, 
and establish a perma-
nent conservation corridor. 
All electricity generated 
will be supplied to the 
Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District.

The project applicant is 
Sacramento Valley Energy 
Center, a subsidiary of 
D.E. Shaw Renewable 
Investments based in New 
York City. D.E. Shaw has 
developed several solar 
projects in Sacramento 
County,  inc luding  a 
smaller facility on Dillard 
Road near Wilton and the 
Rancho Seco solar facility.

Barton Ranch LLC will 
retain ownership of the 
Scott Road property.

Opposition
Audience opposition 

focused largely on envi-
ronmental and cultural 
impacts.

Many speakers raised 
alarms about the planned 
removal of 3,493 mature 
blue oaks, saying the loss 
of old-growth woodlands 
would destroy critical 
wildlife habitat and perma-
nently alter the landscape. 
They argued that the pro-
posed mitigation measures 
– including one-for-one 
tree planting – are inad-
equate because young 
saplings cannot replace 
the carbon-sequestration 
capacity or habitat value of 
100- to 600-year-old trees.

Tribal representatives 
described the project as 
an ongoing desecration of 
sacred and ancestral lands, 
emphasizing the cultural 
significance of oaks. The 
project also perpetuates 
historical harm to tribal 
communities, they said.

Many speakers argued 
that more suitable locations 
exist, including disturbed 
land, industrial areas, park-
ing lots and rooftops. One 
speaker contended that the 
ranch owners could likely 
secure a conservation ease-
ment that would generate 
enough revenue – poten-
tially millions – to sustain 
ranch operations without 
converting the land to solar 
use.

Others argued that the 
loss of the carbon sink 
provided by the trees, 
habitat and healthy soil 
undermined the climate 
benefits of a new solar 
facility. Some described 
the project as greenwash-
ing: presenting itself as 
sustainable while causing 
significant environmental 
damage.

Users of the Prairie City 
State Vehicular Recreation 
Area said placing a mas-
sive industrial facility next 
door would degrade the 
open space, scenic charac-
ter and ecological integrity.

Support
Audience proponents 

– including two Rancho 
Murieta residents and the 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce 
– emphasized the urgent 
need  fo r  r enewab le 
energy to meet SMUD 

and Sacramento County 
clean-energy and climate 
targets. They argued that 
utility-scale solar projects 
are essential, noting that 
regional energy demand 
far outpaces what rooftop 
or parking-lot solar alone 
can supply.

The most heartfelt com-
ments in support of the 
project came from mem-
bers of the Mosher-Barton 
family, including Herb 
Garms. He spoke passion-
ately about his family’s 
deep commitment to agri-
cultural  heritage and 
conservation over gen-
erations. He emphasized 
the importance of adapt-
ing to changing realities in 
farming while preserving 
open space and support-
ing sustainable agriculture, 
stating, “It’s a way for agri-
culture and clean energy to 
work together, not against 
each other.”

Several local ranch-
ers also spoke in support, 
including Stan Van Vleck, 
who described the financial 
and operational challenges 
of keeping his own proper-
ties in agriculture.

Union members and 
business advocates pointed 
to the benefits of union-
wage construction jobs, 
economic development 
and increased property-tax 
revenue.

County Planners
Senior Planner Kimber 

G u t i e r r e z  e x p l a i n e d 
that the Coyote Creek 
Agrivoltaic Ranch is 
largely consistent with 
the Sacramento County 
General Plan. She noted 
that the project sup-
ports key county goals for 
renewable energy develop-
ment and aligns with the 
General Plan, the coun-
ty’s Climate Action Plan 
and SMUD’s 2030 Zero 

Carbon Plan.
She added that the proj-

ect is compatible with 
agr icu l tu ra l  po l i c ies 
because it avoids prime 
farmland, maintains con-
current grazing under 
the Williamson Act and 
includes an agricultural 
management plan to ensure 
the land remains in produc-
tive use.

However,  Gutierrez 
acknowledged that the 
project is only partially 
consistent – or inconsis-
tent – with several other 
policies, particularly those 
related to scenic-corridor 
protection, oak woodland 
preservation and tribal cul-
tural resource avoidance. 
She said not all impacts in 
these areas could be fully 
mitigated.

Despi te  those pol-
icy inconsistencies, the 
Planning Commission 
recommended approval, 
Gutierrez said, concluding 
that the project’s economic, 
social and environmen-
tal benefits – including its 
contribution to General 
Plan and climate goals – 
outweighed the remaining 
significant impacts.

Gutierrez also noted that 
during the project’s nearly 
five-year review, it under-
went several iterations 
to reduce environmen-
tal impacts. The current 
version, known as the 
“reduced footprint proj-
ect,” shrinks the solar 
development area by 55 
acres compared to earlier 
designs and preserves an 
additional 1,150 acres on 
or adjacent to the site.

Following public tes-
timony, Supervisor Rich 
Desmond asked about 
the county’s coordina-
tion with the four tribes 
involved in the review: 
Wilton Rancheria, the Ione 
Band of Miwok Indians, 

the United Auburn Indian 
Communi ty  and  the 
Shingle Springs Band of 
Miwok Indians.

Planner Julie Newton 
said the county worked 
with the tribes to conduct 
site visits and archae-
o log ica l  su rveys  to 
identify areas of concern. 
She emphasized that the 
resulting mitigation strat-
egy is robust, designed 
to avoid known cultural 
resources and to estab-
lish protective procedures 
in the event of inadver-
tent discoveries during 
construction.

H o w e v e r ,  w h e n 
Desmond pressed her on 
whether the tribes had 
approved the project, 
Newton acknowledged that 
none of the four tribes had 
ever approved or endorsed 
the Coyote Creek solar 
proposal.

Applicant Comments
Jim Gillum, a local con-

sultant representing the 
applicant, described the use 
of advanced solar-tracking 
technology that reduces 
grading and helps maintain 
the site’s natural terrain. 
He said the project incor-
porates agrivoltaics by 
integrating solar panels 
with grazing and pollina-
tor-friendly vegetation.

Gillum also outlined 
why the site was selected, 
noting that its large size, 
lower-quality grazing land 
and proximity to key elec-
trical infrastructure made 
it well-suited for a utili-
ty-scale solar facility.

Gillum emphasized the 
project’s oak woodland 
preservation and mitiga-
tion measures, noting they 
exceed  coun ty  po l -
icy requirements, and he 
outlined planned partner-
ships to support long-term 
oak restoration. He also 
described commitments 
to improve the nearby 
Prairie City State Vehicular 
Recreation Area and to 
help facilitate a future pub-
lic trail system.

Gillum also answered 
some questions from the 
supervisors after the public 

testimony. Responding 
to widespread concern 
about vernal pool impacts, 
Gillum explained that the 
project would result in less 
than one one-hundredth of 
an acre of permanent ver-
nal pool disturbance.

Gillum also addressed 
questions about SMUD’s 
role, noting that while the 
utility was not present at 
the hearing, the project had 
been reviewed at a pub-
lic SMUD board meeting. 
He said SMUD was fully 
aware of the site’s char-
acteristics, contradicting 
audience claims that the 
utility had acted without 
due diligence.

Supervisor 
Comments

Supervisor  Rosar io 
Rodr iguez  made the 
motion to approve the 
project. 

“My decision to support 
this project is a business 
decision because of the 
financial conditions of 
Sacramento County,” she 
said.

Rodriguez said the 
county has few oppor-
tunities to generate new 
revenue. 

“To me, it is an eco-
nomic driver,  and it 
will have a ripple effect 
throughout our county,” 
she said. “In property taxes 
alone, the first year it will 
generate $4.7 million. This 
project, over the next 20 
years, will generate $76 
million just in property 
taxes alone.”

Desmond described the 
decision as particularly 
difficult. 

“This is a Sophie’s 
Choice, if I have ever seen 
one,” he said.

Superv i so r  Pa t r i ck 
Kennedy, who worked 
for SMUD in the 1990s, 
reflected on the need for 
decisive climate action 
and the difficult tradeoffs 
inherent in the Coyote 
Creek project. Drawing on 
his earlier experience at 
the utility, he emphasized 
that “the county Climate 
Action Plan and the ambi-
tious goals therein that I 

supported are dependent 
on SMUD’s success in 
implementing their own 
ambitious plan. If one fails, 
we all fail as a region.”

Superv i so r  Pa t r i ck 
Hume acknowledged that 
some speakers defending 
the oaks had made mis-
statements, but he said he 
would not correct them. 

“Because I don’t want to 
argue against what you’re 
arguing for, which is the 
preservation of our natu-
ral world,” he said. “I love 
the outdoors. I love to hike; 
I love to fish. I love to sit 
under trees.”

Hume said he has long 
been a proponent of agri-
culture and understands 
the pressures facing fam-
ily farms. 

“Family farms are dying 
and being taken over by 
corporate ag interests 
because of the costs, the 
regulation, the work ethic,” 
he said. “To have a gener-
ation that wants to try and 
keep the land in the fam-
ily and keep it going is 
commendable… If they 
could, they would keep 
their property as is and 
just be allowed to continue 
doing the work that they've 
been doing, that their par-
ents did, their grandparents 
did.”

Noting that “sometimes 
we’re asked to make deci-
sions that suck,” Hume 
seconded the motion.

Board Chair Phil Serna 
closed the discussion by 
noting the difficulty and 
divisiveness of major 
land-use decisions, espe-
cially when ecological 
preservation and climate 
goals conflict. Drawing on 
his experience in county 
government and on the 
California Air Resources 
Board, he said supervisors 
must balance input from 
staff, state law and public 
testimony to make deci-
sions consistent with the 
General Plan and climate 
objectives.

“This is what we do: as 
supervisors, we hear from 
our constituents, we hear 
the different perspectives, 
we synthesize what we 
hear, what we understand 
from our own staff, what 
we understand from state 
law as it relates to a CEQA 
process, and then distill all 
of that down into a moment 
like this, where we have a 
motion and a second on the 
table, and we’re going to 
make a decision.”

After Serna called for 
the vote, the screen showed 
all five supervisors vot-
ing yes. Applause from the 
audience was loud.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H
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As the end of the year approaches, I 
am deeply grateful for the trust you have 
placed in me to represent our commu-
nities. I have five bills that passed the 
legislature and were signed by the gover-
nor this year, and here is the list.

With the support of the County of 
Placer‚ I authored Senate Bill 359. This 
measure establishes clear guidelines for 
the California Department of Tax and 
Fee Administration and confirms that the 
existing tax exemptions for fuels, such as 
diesel and compressed natural gas, used by 
public transit operators also apply to coun-
ties that operate their own transit services 
directly.

When engaging in a home improvement 
contract‚ consumers should be informed 
about who will be providing the service. 
I proposed Senate Bill 517 to allow con-
sumers to make an informed decision 
regarding their home improvement project 
by requiring a home improvement contract 
to provide a disclosure if subcontractors 
are being used on a project.

I introduced Senate Bill 568 to make 
sure that the requirement to have epineph-
rine available in public schools is applied 
in school programs including preschool. 
Epinephrine is currently required in public 
schools‚ and our school health profession-
als have the medication on hand to provide 
lifesaving treatment. My bill provides the 
necessary clarification to this requirement 
so that our public schools and their pro-
grams are prepared to assist any student 
who might need epinephrine.

Senate Bill 765 establishes the giant 
garter snake as the official state snake. 
The giant garter snake can only be found 
in California. Declaring the giant gar-
ter snake as the official state snake of 
California acknowledges the import-
ant place of the species in the ecology‚ 
agriculture and water resources and rein-
force the state’s commitment to protecting 
endangered species. It has been my honor 
to work on this legislative proposal with 
the California Rice Commission and Save 
the Snakes‚ a local nonprofit organiza-
tion whose mission is to conserve snakes 
around the world through education‚ 
research and community support.

Having spent my early career as a 
Certified Public Accountant, I have great 
respect for the accounting industry and am 
pleased that Senate Bill 788‚ which elim-
inates unnecessary regulatory overlap and 
confusion‚ was also signed by the gover-
nor. This bill reduces compliance burdens 
and costs for Certified Public Accountants 
and Certified Public Accountant firms‚ 
and California consumers can continue to 
access the trusted tax professionals they 
need to meet their compliance needs.

You can review a more extensive list 
of the bills I introduced this year on my 
website at sen.ca.gov/niello, and happy 
holidays to you and your family!

State Sen. Roger Niello represents 
District 6, which includes Antelope, 
Arden-Arcade, Carmichael, Citrus 
Heights, Clay, Fair Oaks, Folsom, 
Foothill Farms, Franklin, Galt, Gold 
River, Herald, Mather, Orangevale, 
Rancho Cordova, Rancho Murieta and 
Wilton in Sacramento County. � H

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - When 15-year-old 
twin brothers Riley and 
Jaxson Clanton walked 
into the U.S. Open BJJ 
Tour Championship the 
night of Nov. 16, they not 
only had to face bigger and 
older opponents but they 
also had to face each other. 

Despite weighing 137 
and 141 pounds respec-
tively, they competed in 
the 147-weight bracket 
against 17-year-olds and 
both won matches. 

J a x s o n  C l a n t o n 
advanced to the champi-
onship final and won the 
silver medal. 

The pair also competed 
in the 141-weight class 
against one another with 
Jaxson Clanton taking 
the gold medal and Riley 
Clanton taking the sil-
ver. At only 15 years old, 
the two brothers’ future 
appears bright as they both 
plan to go pro in MMA 
(Mixed Martial Arts) upon 
turning 18 years old. 

“These young men have 
come a long way since 
signing up with me a lit-
tle over a year ago. There’s 
sibling rivalry but there’s 
also a healthy respect and 
they push each other,” 
said Apex Predator MMA 
owner and head coach 
Rudy Vidaurri. “Riley beat 

Jaxson in the last tour-
nament but today was 
Jaxson’s day and that’s 
how it goes in this sport. 
For them, the sky is the 
limit. They feed off one 
another and I couldn’t be 
more proud of them.”

The twin brothers con-
t inue a longstanding 
tradition of Apex Predator 
MMA competitors who 
have found the podium and 

had success in BJJ Tour 
competition. 

The win comes not long 
after the fight club won the 
award for the Best Martial 
Arts Club in Rancho 
Cordova for the fourth con-
secutive year since opening 
in 2021.

For more information 
on upcoming events or 
classes, visit apexpreda-
tormma.com. � H

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.625%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC 
and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family 
home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado 
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be 
a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal 
or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance is 
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other 
conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within three years from the date of 
opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw 
period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. 
Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

Deadline Near  
for Holiday Tour of Homes

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club is 
hosting the Holiday Home Tour on Dec. 
13. The reservation deadline is Dec. 5. 
Join us as six homeowners from the north 
and south open their doors to some of the 
most beautifully decorated homes in our 
community. 

The event runs between 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m., and the tickets cost $35. The event 
is open to all: residents, guests and gen-
tlemen. Reservation forms are available at 
the RMA building. For questions, contact 
Barbara Armstrong at 916-541-1884.

Murieta Dance  
to Perform Dec. 13-14

The Murieta Dance Company will pres-
ent “Indiana Jones and the Lost Skull” 
in two shows: 5 p.m. Dec. 13 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 14. Tickets are $15 per person or $25 
for VIP seating.

 The performances will be held at 
Murieta Plaza, in the former Murieta 
Market space. 

For more information, text or call 916-
296-6503 or visit murietadancecompany.
com.

Kiwanis Seeks Sweats 
 for Vets Donations

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta 
seeks monetary donations to its Sweats for 
Vets program, which runs through the end 
of December. 

Make checks payable to Kiwanis Club 
of Rancho Murieta-Sweats for Vets. and 
mail to Kiwanis at P.O. Box 855, Rancho 
Murieta, or place in the drop box at the 
Rancho Murieta Association Building. 

Wilton Bingo Set for Dec. 6
Wilton Bingo is held the first Saturday 

of every month. The next bingo will be on 
Saturday, Dec. 6 in the Wilton Community 
Center, 9717 Colony Road at Dillard 
Road. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food 
available for sale and bingo starts at 6 p.m. 

All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the 
local Park Council and the Wilton History 
Group.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS Twin Brothers Win at Mixed 
Martial Arts Tournament

From left are Riley Clanton, owner/head coach Rudy Vidaurri 
and Jaxson Clanton. Photo courtesy of Apex Predator MMA

Holiday Edition

Thanks to the overwhelming success of the Wilton Firefighters Association Chili Cookoff on 
Oct. 11, three community organizations donated $12,000 to the Firefighters Burn Institute. A 
brief ceremony was held at the main fire station on Nov. 22 to present the check to Joe Pick, 
executive director of the Firefighters Burn Institute. Pick was impressed. “This speaks to the 

way that a small town like Wilton can come together,” he said. The Chili Cookoff was organized 
by the Wilton Firefighters Association, the Sacramento County 4B Council and the Wilton 
Community Center Nonprofit. Proceeds came from sponsors, raffle and beer sales, car show 
entries and chili-tasting kit sales. Courtesy Photo

Wilton Donates $12,000 to Burn Institute
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Is Social Security Really 
a “Good Deal?” 

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear  Rus ty :  You’ve 
said in the past that most 
people recoup their SS con-
tributions within five years 
of starting benefits, thus 
Social Security “is an excep-
tionally good deal.” Your 
calculation is correct but 
misleading; if it were not, 
SS would have been insol-
vent long ago. I will, in 
fact, get “my” contributions 
back in about five years, but 
my employer’s contribu-
tions will take another five 
years, and that is money that 
my employer could have 
been paying me, so they are 
really “my” contributions. 
But even that ignores the 
time value of money. I did a 
calculation as if my contri-
butions, along with those of 
my employer, were invested 
in an account earning 5% per 
year. That would provide me 
the equivalent of SS income 
for 24 years, approximately 
what my life expectancy was 
when I retired. So, it’s not 
a bad deal, but it is hardly 
exceptional. It is roughly the 
equivalent of me investing 
that money throughout my 
career and using the total to 
buy an annuity.  

Of course, Social Security 
does have the advantage 
of certainty, at least until it 
goes broke. My portfolio 

would not earn a steady 5% 
every year, though that is at 
the low end of what finan-
cial managers would expect 
over a long period. And it 
does force people to save, 
many of whom would other-
wise make no provision for 
retirement. Signed: Realistic 
Senior

Dear Realistic: Thanks 
very much for your feed-
back on my previous article. 
I think it’s important to draw 
a distinction for SS contribu-
tions made by an employer, 
because that is not money the 
individual personally pays, 
but rather an obligation for 
employers to help fund the 
Social Security program. 
Without that federal obli-
gation, it is doubtful that 
employers would, instead, 
provide employees with 
equivalent additional com-
pensation, so the thought that 
these are really your contribu-
tions is not a fair assessment. 
Indeed, they are contributions 
which happen to be tied to 
your earnings level (to a cap), 
for which employers receive 
relief on their corporate 
income tax, and likely would 
not make if not required 
by law.  

As you have noted, Social 
Security has the advantage of 
certainty, something which 
is lacking when it comes 
to investing the equivalent 
amounts in the financial mar-
kets. And, as you have hinted, 
there exists a substantial 
failure by future American 
retirees to save adequately for 
their retirement, a problem 
well known in most financial 
circles. Thus, the certainty 
of Social Security makes it 
a crucial part of everyone’s 
retirement planning – and it 
will be there! Despite all the 

angst attributed to the cur-
rent financial issues facing 
the program, there is little 
doubt that Social Security is 
here to stay. The question is 
- what reform is needed to 
make the program fully sol-
vent for generations of future 
Americans? The Association 
of Mature American Citizens 
(AMAC) has developed a 
proposal to sensibly reform 
Social Security and avoid 
the currently projected 2033 
date that the SS Trust Funds 
are expected to be depleted 
(which will necessitate an 
across-the-board cut for 
everyone). We have little 
doubt that the reform needed 
will happen (it would be 
political suicide for Congress 
if it did not), and hopefully 
soon. You can read about 
AMAC’s proposed solution 
at this link: www.amac.us/
social-security-guarantee.

Again, thank you for your 
feedback and commen-
tary. Please know that we 
very much appreciate your 
thoughts and are always will-
ing to discuss these issues.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. 

Social Security Matters

It’s not what you know, 
it’s who you know -- even 
if you may have commit-
ted terrible crimes. That’s 
the Jeffrey Epstein version 
of the famous line about 
success. The massive 
tranche of Epstein emails 
released by the House 
Oversight Committee 
didn’t reveal any smoking 
guns about Donald Trump, 
but they did highlight a 
vast conspiracy to help the 
disgraced financier thrive 
despite his guilty plea to 
sex charges involving a 
minor in 2008.

This conspiracy wasn’t 
the work of the Deep State, 
or Israel, or the Jews. No, 
it was more pedestrian and 
damning than that. An el-
ement of the American 
elite embraced Epstein as 
one of its own, thanks to 
his wealth and his con-
nections. The conservative 
thinker Russell Kirk once 
quipped of conspiracy 
theories about Dwight Ei-
senhower that Ike wasn’t 
a communist; he was a 
golfer. In a similar vein, 
Jeffrey Epstein wasn’t a 
Mossad agent; he was a 
networker. 

The implausible populist 
narrative about the Epstein 
case is that the government 
-- at all levels and up to to-
day -- has protected him 
and others who participat-
ed in his crimes because 
too many powerful people 
have too much at stake, or 
because it’s too dangerous 
to reveal Israel’s role in 
the scandal, or both. Per-
haps these interpretations 
will gain factual support 
as more is revealed, but it 
seems unlikely. 

Regardless, populists 
have a different narrative at 
hand that is consistent with 
the known record. Name-
ly, that some of the most 
privileged members of our 
society -- at the very top 
of the financial, academic, 
political, media and social 
worlds -- had no standards 
or ethics, and embraced 
Epstein as a friend and 
consigliere. 

Epstein knew influential 
people, so influential peo-
ple felt that they should 
know him. They consid-
ered him fun, and useful 
-- for advice, for banter, 
for introductions, for infor-
mation and for donations. 
The emails suggest that 
Epstein missed his calling 
as a high-level, seamy ad-
vice columnist to the rich 
and powerful. 

Want to know more 
about the reputation of the 
woman you are having an 
affair with? Seeking ad-
vice on how to gain polit-
ical influence in Europe? 
Wondering how you’re 
handling your interactions 
with a potential mistress? 
Looking for insights about 
Donald Trump? Trying to 
survive sexual harassment 
allegations? Need a refer-
ence for a gastroenterol-
ogist? Well, then, ask Jef-
frey Epstein.

He emailed with former 
Harvard president Lar-
ry Summers, the linguist 
Noam Chomsky, venture 
capitalist Boris Nikolic, 
Emirati businessman Sul-
tan Ahmed bin Sulayem, 
Trump activist Steve Ban-
non, the journalist Michael 
Wolff, the artist Andres 
Serrano, the department 
store scion Jonathan Far-
kas and former White 
House counsel Kathryn 

Ruemmler, among others. 
It’s not as though Epstein 
was particularly insightful, 
but if he knew so many 
important people, he must 
know something, right?

As for his scrape with the 
law, clearly all had been 
forgiven and forgotten. If 
he was in the good graces 
of the social wrangler Peg-
gy Siegal, whose job was 
to get bold-faced names to 
accept invitations, he must 
be OK. For some of Ep-
stein’s correspondents, it 
was part of his appeal that 
he was disreputable. Lar-
ry Summers, who leaned 
on Epstein for romantic 
advice, asked him at one 
point: “How is life among 
the lucrative and louche?”

Epstein’s social currency 
is one reason that he got off 
so easily the first time he 
was prosecuted -- he hired 
the best, most connected 
defense attorneys, who 
outclassed and intimidated 
his prosecutors.

As for Trump, he is guilty 
of enjoying Epstein’s com-
pany a couple of decades 
ago, presumably for the 
same reason so many oth-
ers did. But he had a falling 
out with Epstein long ago. 
Trump didn’t have any-
thing to do with him at the 
time that so many others in 
these emails were socializ-
ing with Epstein, confiding 
in him and asking him for 
insight on Trump. That’s 
a disgrace, and it’s always 
been in plain sight. In the 
Epstein story, it’s not so 
much follow the money -- 
although that’s important 
and still mysterious -- as 
follow the social network.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

The Epstein Conspiracy 
in Plain Sight

New Studies Gives Lowdown 
on California’s Sky-High Living Costs

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

We Californians know, or 
should know, that while liv-
ing in this state has many 
positive aspects, we are 
paying through the nose for 
the experience.

A flurry of recent stud-
ies drives home how deeply 
California residents must dig 
to meet costs of living that 
are either at or near the high-
est of any state.

One comes from the 
Legislative Analyst’s Office, 
the Legislature’s advisor on 
the state budget, delving into 
the astronomic costs of buy-
ing a home.

The LAO study found 
“California home prices far 
exceed the rest of the coun-
try.” Mid-tier homes, those 
roughly in the middle of the 
price range, are more than 
twice as expensive as the 
typical mid-tier home else-
where in the U.S. Monthly 
payments for such homes run 
about $5,500 in California, 
74% more than what they 
were 25 years ago.

The study also found that 
the annual household income 
needed to qualify for a mort-
gage on a mid-tier California 
home in September was 
about $221,000 — more 
than two times the median 
Ca l i fo rn ia  househo ld 
income in 2024, which was 
$102,000.

For a bottom-tier home, 
about $136,000 in annual 
income is needed to qualify 
for a mortgage — about 33% 

higher than median house-
hold income was in 2024.

The data illustrate why 
California has the second 
lowest rate of home owner-
ship in the nation. Just 55.3% 
of Californians live in homes 
they or their families own, 
slightly higher than New 
York’s ownership rate.

It’s not surprising that 
hundreds of thousands of 
California residents, unable 
to aspire to home owner-
ship, have decamped for 
more affordable states, such 
as Texas, where home prices 
are a fraction of California’s.

Those who do migrate 
to other states find not only 
are houses much less expen-
sive but fuel for their cars 
and utilities to light, heat and 
cool their homes are mark-
edly less expensive.

The Center for Jobs & 
the Economy, an offshoot 
of the California Business 
Roundtable, continuously 
monitors energy costs in 
California and other states. 
Its latest report says gasoline, 
averaging $4.64 a gallon 
in California, is as much as 
$1.50 a gallon higher than 
in Texas and other states. 
California’s electrical power 
rates are roughly twice 
as high.

Another take on California 
living costs comes from the 
Transparency Foundation, 
a conservative economic 
think tank.

It gathered a wide variety 
of factors and calculated liv-
ing costs for an upper-middle 
class California family with 
a $130,000 annual income. It 
concluded the family would 
pay $29,753 more per year 
than the national average 
for housing, utilities, health 
care, taxes and other costs 
of living.

“This report  should 
be a wake-up call to all 
Californians, that they are 

being unfairly punished by 
the bad policies imposed 
on them by their politicians 
— and they are literally pay-
ing the price for it,” Dave 
McCulloch, the foundation’s 
chairman, said in a statement 
about the report.

A new poll by the Public 
Policy Institute of California 
confirms that Californians 
worry about living costs. 
Nearly a third of those polled 
said they, or someone in their 
household, have reduced 
food purchases to save 
money.

The California Farm 
Bureau revealed that a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dinner 
for 10 people will cost a 
California family $72.61, 
well above the national aver-
age of $55.18.

Finally, there’s a new 
report from WalletHub, 
a website devoted to per-
sonal finance, implying that 
Californians are taking on 
more debt to pay their rising 
bills.

In this year’s third quarter 
— July through September 
— the average California 
household added $880 in 
new debt, increasing the total 
owed to $259,773, second 
only to residents of Hawaii.

All together, Californians’ 
personal debt increased 
by $11.8 billion during 
the quarter. 

Now it’s nearly $3.2 tril-
lion, just a bit lower than 
their $3.6 trillion in annual 
personal income.

A truly staggering 
number.

Dan Walters is one of 
the most decorated and 
widely syndicated colum-
nists in California history, 
authoring a column four 
times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the 
state’s political, economic, 
social and demographic 
trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Will the real Sacramento Kings please 
stand up. Yes, Kings fans, it’s been a conun-
drum to say the least, and in spite of a 5 and 
16 record to start the season, bright spots 
have actually surfaced.

Stuck with 3 paltry wins just one week 
ago, the Sactown boys went into the city of 
Denver, and handed the fi rst place Nuggets 
a surprising 128-123 defeat. Perhaps 
equally surprising was the 117-112 win 
over the Timberwolves just 2 nights later 
before a roaring crowd at Golden One 
Center. Both victories came with big man 
Domantas Sabonis sidelined with a knee 
injury, leaving fans and pundits wondering 
what can these guys do if they play like this 
at full strength?

Well, that’s certainly a good question, but 
we can all remember what the team looked 
like 3 seasons ago when Domantas arrived 
in Sacramento and led the Kings to 48 wins 
and a playoff  berth. That team led the NBA 
in scoring but also had a vaunted point 
guard by the name of DeArron Fox.

I think it’s important to take a closer look 
at these back-to-back wins that the Kings 
recently put together and try to fi nd a com-
mon thread. It’s actually very obvious. In 
both wins the Kings shot remarkably well 
from the free throw line, something that has 
been seemingly impossible for this team 
to do. Against the Nuggets the Kings went 
22-23 missing amazingly only one shot the 
entire night. Two nights later against the 
Timberwolves the Kings went 26-28 from 
the line missing only 2 shots. 

Now compare that with Sunday night’s 
game against the Grizzlies. 59% from the 
free throw line in a tight game converting 
on only 13 of 22 attempts in a 115-107 loss.

Unfortunately, the game against the 
Grizzlies has been the pattern we’ve seen 
all too often when the Kings put together 
that alarming 8-games losing streak.

So, even with Domantas Sabonis side-
lined, the Kings are capable of taking 
down some of the best teams in the NBA, 
but making their free throws is absolutely 
critical! 

Unfortunately, the Kings are among the 
worst shooting NBA teams when it comes 
to free throws, and as we’ve seen, if wins 
are to come that pattern has to change.

Doug Christie can talk all he wants to 

about defense and playing for 48 minutes, 
but if his team can’t convert from the line 
the stats don’t lie.

But the Sacramento Kings can only play 
the players on the court, and this year’s 
pattern of substitutions has been a head 
scratcher. Last year’s first round draft 
choice Devin Carter has been all but forgot-
ten as he sits game after game on the pines. 
A solid defender, good rebounder, and effi  -
cient scorer around the rim, Devin appears 
not to be in the Kings future and fans want 
to know why.

The coaching staff  talks about a youth 
movement while second year player Isaac 
Jones was recently cut from the team. 6’9” 
with a huge wingspan, Isaac was scooped 
up by the fi rst place Detroit Pisons almost 
immediately, and it won’t surprise me to 
see them utilize Jones moving forward.

The number 1 problem has been iden-
tified and it’s the inability to shoot free 
throws with any consistency, but what is 
#2?

The coaching staff  and entire franchise 
can’t evaluate talent!  Drafting talent over 
the years, and talent that resides already on 
the team.

Allowing Jonas Valanciunas to get away 
was a huge mistake, and one that has bene-
fi ted the Denver Nuggets greatly.

No one could see or even imagine a 
Kings team with Domantas at the #4 and 
moving Valanciunas to the #5. 

Any way you look at it, the Kings shot 
themselves in the foot when they let Jonas 
walk away.

Defensive standout Keon Ellis is getting 
less and less playing time, logging all of 
6 minutes in the loss to the Grizzlies, and 
fans attending home games have taken to 
collectively calling, “we want Keon, we 
want Keon!”

This is not a good look, but it begs the 
question, why? Why do fans have to beg 
the coach to play a player that could obvi-
ously help the team?

Player evaluation, it’s as simple as that. 
Don’t put all the blame for a 5-16 record 

solely on the players and give the coaching 
staff  a pass.

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

Association Dedicates Sports Field to Jenco
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Before there were 
dugouts, before the light-
ing towers rose over the 
majors’ field, before Little 
League District 57 coaches 
called Rancho Murieta the 
best place to play, there 
was Randy Jenco with an 
idea of what local kids 
deserved.

At the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meet-
ing on Nov. 18, that long 
vision came full cir-
cle as the directors voted 
unanimously to rename 
Stonehouse Little League 
Field No. 1 in his honor.

Board President Patrick 
O’Hern read the proclama-
tion recognizing Jenco’s 
“tireless efforts and self-
less dedication” and his 
“ongoing and strong sense 
of community,” noting 
that visiting teams hold 
the fields “in the high-
est regard” because of the 
commitment he brought 
to building and improving 
them. The proclamation 
resolved that the field be 
renamed and identified by 
a plaque affixed to it, for-
mally marking his decades 
of work.

General Manager Rod 
Hart, who served for many 
years as RMA’s mainte-
nance manager, told the 
board that Jenco trans-
formed the park from the 
moment he arrived. 

“Well, first off, where do 
I start? Randy was instru-
mental in pretty much 
every aspect of that park,” 
he said. “We thought we 
started off with a really 
nice park, and then Randy 
came along and talked 
about the benefits of 

having real dugouts and 
lights, and scoreboards.”

Hart recalled that the 
majors’ field had severe 
drainage problems, and 
Jenco’s crew tackled those 
issues while also con-
structing dugouts and 
undertaking “several other 
projects on all three fields.”

Hart noted that Jenco’s 
family was also part of the 
effort. 

“Even his wife Patty 
was, I think, at the snack 
bar back in those days, 
probably more than she 
was at home.” He added 
that other leagues would 
visit and stand in awe of 
what Rancho Murieta built, 
saying, “That wouldn’t 
have happened without 
Randy’s efforts.”

Director Scott Adams 
added his perspective as 
a Cosumnes River Little 
League parent. 

“My son began play-
ing Little League around 
2006 and ended up play-
ing for years and years,” he 
said. “Everybody knew… 
the significant amount 
of thought and time and 
money you spent getting 

those fields to the way they 
are.” Adams said that when 
teams came from out-
side the area, “everybody 
knew” about the Rancho 
Murieta fields, and that 
Jenco’s work helped cre-
ate “some of the best times 
I’ve spent with my son.”

Audience member Tim 
Maybee said he has known 
Jenco from the days both 
served on the Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Maintenance Committee. 
M a y b e e  a n d  J e n c o 
both went on to serve 
on the Rancho Murieta 
Association board and are 
currently board members 
with the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District.

“It was said the man 
had a vision,” Maybee 
said. “He had an idea what 
those fields could be, not 
just baseball, not just soft-
ball, but softball and then 
lacrosse.”

He credited past boards, 
a long list of volunteers 
and a culture of pitching in. 

“Those dugouts are true 
dugouts, and the first set 
of dugouts were where the 

girls’ softball field [is],” 
he said, noting that adding 
lights later “doubled our 
capacity” and helped both 
Little League and soccer.

Maybee said Jenco even 
kept working through hip 
surgery: “That’s the com-
mitment this man, this 
family, has to the commu-
nity.” Maybee said District 
57 frequently asks to use 
Rancho Murieta for the 
Tournament of Champions 
because “it is by far the 
nicest in District 57.” What 
people often don’t realize, 
he continued, is how much 
of the work relied on per-
sonal contributions. 

“We owe Randy a ton 
because not only was it 
his personal time, but it 
was his personal money.” 
Maybee ended by saying, 
“Board, thank you for rec-
ognizing him. It’s about 
time.”

After the comments, 
O’Hern presented the 
plaque and read i ts 
inscription: “This field is 
dedicated to Randy Jenco 
due to his many contribu-
tions and passion for the 
youth, the park and the 

community. We have a 
facility that we can all be 
proud of.”

Jenco, accompanied by 
his wife Patty, described 
the work as a labor of joy. 

“I love this place, and 
I have spent a lot of time 
trying to improve the expe-
rience that the kids have.”

Because they were rais-
ing three boys in Rancho 
Murieta, Jenco said it was 
natural to invest in the 
park. “It was fun, because 
I like to build things. So, 
as you look around you, 
see some of the things that 
I built.”  (Jenco designed 
and built the wooden 
bridge.)

Jenco said he was 
proud of what he and Hart 
“accomplished out there at 
the park,” and also proud 
of the generations of kids 
who have played on the 
fields.

Jenco named several 
people who contributed 
over the years, saying he 
hesitated to start because 
he knew he would leave 
someone out. 

“It all started with Dan 
Hayes, who contributed 

some netting for a baseball 
cage, and that turned into 
concrete and chain link 
fence,” he said.

Jenko listed others such 
as Mike Martel, Scott 
Bailey – who he said “was 
out there in 100-degree 
heat laying blocks for 
some of the dugouts” – 
Sam Summers and Dave 
Burkhart, whose construc-
tion company helped build 
the softball field. He also 
emphasized the role of the 
Rancho Murieta Optimists, 
saying, “The Optimists 
were there,” and noted that 
“some of us also contrib-
uted a lot of money to what 
we were able to accom-
plish out there.”

“Just so proud of every-
body that had a part of it,” 
he said, “and just really 
proud that I was able to be 
a part of it thanks to our 
team.” 

Hart responded, “That’s 
right.” Jenco closed by 
thanking all who con-
tributed to the years-long 
effort.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Board President Patrick O’Hern presents a plaque to Randy Jenco at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting on Nov. 18. Courtesy photos

The plaque is to be mounted at Stonehouse Park Little League 
Field No. 1.
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subdivide the 11-acre 
property, “which I think, 
by definition, makes him a 
potential developer.”

Jenco rejected the sug-
ges t ion ,  no t ing  tha t 
General Counsel Patrick 
Enr ight  had  a l ready 
reviewed a possible con-
flict in another context 
involving a drainage ease-
ment on his property. He 
said he had no conflict of 
interest despite what he 
described as “wild specula-
tion on social media.”

Speaking at the Oct. 
15 board meeting, Booth 
expanded on his concerns 
and confirmed that he had 
filed a formal complaint 
against Jenco with the 
FPPC.

Merchant also reported 
that he and Butler were 
named in a second FPPC 
complaint alleging they 
should not participate 
in discussions about a 
development moratorium 

because of their involve-
ment in circulating a 
petition urging the board to 
impose one.

“At least in my com-
plaint, they were careful 
enough to say I was 
actively involved in it 
before I got on the board,” 
Merchant said.

Contacted after the 
October meeting, Keil 
confirmed he had filed the 
second FPPC complaint 
against Merchant and 
Butler. 

“They shouldn’t be 
allowed to vote on the 
moratorium because they 
have a bias that can’t be 
overcome,” he said.

FPPC Response to 
Booth

The official response 
to Booth’s complaint 
arrived in a Nov. 21 email 
from Kendall Bonebrake, 
chief of the commis-
s i o n ’s  E n f o r c e m e n t 
Division: “After review 

of the complaint, the 
Enforcement Division will 
not pursue an enforce-
ment action in this matter, 
as there is insufficient evi-
dence that the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District’s deci-
sion on September 17, 
2025, to initiate a water 
moratorium, prior to 
implementation of a water 
moratorium, would have 
a reasonably foreseeable 
financial effect on Jenco’s 
real property.”

Asked for comment, 
Booth said, “I am satis-
fied with the determination 
of the FPPC. However, 
there remain questions of 
how, why and by whom 
the property was provided 
a water hookup, since it 
reportedly is excluded 
from the jurisdiction of 
CSD.”

FPPC Response to 
Keil

Bonebrake also sent an 

official response to Keil 
on  the same date: “After 
review of the complaint 
and evidence provided, the 
Enforcement Division will 
not pursue an enforcement 
action in this matter, as 
there was insufficient evi-
dence to establish either 
public official named had a 
financial interest in a gov-
ernmental decision.”

Asked for comment, 
Keil  sa id  the FPPC 
only addressed whether 
Merchant or Butler had a 
financial conflict, acknowl-
edging the commission 
does not make rulings on 
bias. 

“I still think they have a 
bias that won’t allow them 
to make an objective deci-
sion,” Keil said.

Keil added that, in his 
view, the district has for-
gotten its reason for 
existence and has become 
political. 

“We need people on the 
board who can complete 

the vision of the com-
munity founders,  not 
punish developers,” he 
said. “Without developers, 
Rancho Murieta wouldn’t 
exist. People forget that.”

Jenco’s FPPC 
Response

After Booth filed the 
complaint against Jenco, 
Jenco submitted a response 
to the commission explain-
ing the circumstances 
involving his property.

Jenco said he and his 
wife purchased the prop-
erty in 2017 after it became 
available, with the inten-
tion of building a home 
for their personal use. 
They obtained permits 
to construct a barn and to 
demolish the old house, 
and they have applied for a 
building permit for the new 
home. He said that, con-
trary to Booth’s complaint, 
easily attained public 
records show the property 
already had water ser-
vice from the district. An 
existing septic system will 
handle sewage.

Jenco wrote that even if 

he wanted to develop the 
property – which he does 
not – it would not be fea-
sible because the eastern 
and western portions lie 
in a floodplain, which is 
off-limits to construction. 
Access is also limited. 

“Passage of the mor-
atorium issue (or not) 
referenced in the complaint 
will not affect me person-
ally, one way or another,” 
Jenco wrote.

Jenco also addressed the 
Sept. 17 moratorium vote 
in his FPPC response. 

“My belief, which I have 
been very public about, 
is that the only result of a 
moratorium will be a rush 
to lawsuit by landowners 
that will see their prop-
erty values decline due 
to this action,” he wrote. 
“The CSD ratepayers will 
end up paying the costs for 
defending the district and 
all damages incurred, due 
to this ill-advised act. That 
is why I voted against the 
motion.”

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

Nov. 18
5:55 p.m., Resident Lane gate arm inci-

dent: Guest arrived to North Gate, checked 
in with officer, proceeded through the gate 
without waiting for a gate arm to open, did 
not stop and continued into Murieta North. 
Patrol unable to retrieve vehicle license 
plate due to system rebooting during inci-
dent. Vehicle white, late-model GMC 
pickup. Patrol unable to locate the vehicle. 
Gate arm functioning without any issues.

Nov. 24
3:15 p.m., Vandalism, Bridge House 

Lane: Property owner discovered bro-
ken gate when visiting the property. Did 

not report any other vandalism/broken 
property. No forced entry to any of the 
dwellings on the property. Owner visited 
the property last time Nov. 4. 

7:20 p.m., Vandalism, Via Sansovino: 
Resident heard a bang in bedroom, fol-
lowed by glass breaking. Upon entry, 
she saw a lemon thrown through mas-
ter bedroom window parallel to Murieta 
Parkway. Patrol took photos and advised 
making a police report. 

9:55 p.m., RMA Rule Violation, North 
back area Lake Calero: White Mazda 
Tribute attempting to access the area. 
Patrol advised driver of the north back 
area access hours via patrol vehicle pub-
lic address system. Driver ignored patrol 
request and proceeded into the North back 
area at high speed. Citation issued.

Nov. 25
4:11 a.m., Highly intoxicated guest 

of resident asked to leave or decided to 

leave community without means to do so. 
Reporting party a resident who noticed 
guest at neighbors’ knocking on their door. 
Reporting party or guest notified Sheriff’s 
Department, who arrived shortly after.  

Nov. 26
2:40 p.m., Report of golf cart vs. gate 

arm accident. Golf cart arrived to the 
North Gate far resident lane while gate 
arm was in open position. Golf cart pro-
ceeded to travel through the gate. Gate 
arm closed, colliding with a top part of 
the windscreen of the golf cart. Golf cart 
attempted emergency braking to avoid the 
collision, unsuccessful. Front passenger 
suffered mild redness to top of forehead. 
Golf cart suffered minor windscreen 
damage. 

Nov. 27
2:15 p.m., Report of guest disabled 

vehicle parked in front of the North Gate 
middle lane. Upon arrival located Dodge 
minivan overheating. Driver waited five to 
10 minutes to cool vehicle down and pro-
ceeded into Murieta North.

3:15 p.m., North Gate outer arm vehi-
cle vs. gate arm collision. Late model 
Ford pickup arrived to the outer lane, pro-
ceeded through the gate. As vehicle lined 
up with gate, gate arm closed and collided 
with the vehicle. Vehicle did not stop and 
proceeded into Murieta North. Unable to 
obtain vehicle information due to vehicle 
traveling too fast through the gate.

Nov. 29
4:30 p.m., Trespassing, Guadalupe 

Drive: Resident noticed two individuals 
trespassing on property via home security 
camera in outside back area of property. 
Resident explained that two hooded indi-
viduals took approximately 10 golf balls 
from property. 

Dec. 1
8:37 p.m., Garage Fire, Reynosa Drive: 

Patrol arrived to see fire department 
already assisting with fire in garage area. 
Patrol helped direct traffic away from area. 
There were no injuries or victims. Damage 
to garage area and second story. No further 
assistance needed at 9:05 p.m.� H

Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533Visit: mpg8.com

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Galt Food Drive

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Services Available
Driver with wheelchair acces-
sible van available. Help with 
shopping or other activities. 
Call George at 916-470-7169 
6 am - 10 pm

Food Donation Drive  
At Galt City Market C St. 

Dec. 10 and 17. Canned and 
packaged food and personal 
hygiene items accepted. All 
donated to food pantries in 

Galt. Sponsored by volunteers 
for Galt for Democracy. All 

appreciated.

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

SECURITY LOGS

Continued from page 1

State Dismisses CSD Conflict Complaints
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
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nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004
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1-year6-month
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Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Developer fees, 
an emergency lift-station 
repair and continuing dis-
putes over the Integrated 
Water Master Plan domi-
nated the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Board’s Nov. 19 
meeting, which ran more 
than five hours and covered 
a long list of other issues.

Development Fees
The agenda called for 

the board to review and 
accept the Development 
Impact Fee Study prepared 
by Lumos & Associates, 
introduce an ordinance 
to replace the existing 
developer fees with the 
significantly higher fees 
recommended in the study, 
and schedule a Dec. 17 
public hearing prior to final 
adoption.

After almost two hours 
of discussion, the board 
postponed action on the 
fee study to allow revi-
sions and scheduled further 
discussion at the Dec. 3 
Improvements Committee 
meeting.

Enright opened the dis-
cussion with a PowerPoint 
presentation that outlined 
the legal framework gov-
erning how special districts 
may establish and imple-
ment development impact 
fees.

Lumos consultant Kristi 
Thompson reviewed her 
22-page report analyzing 
proposed updates to con-
nection fees for water, 
sewer, drainage and secu-
rity: fees that have not 
been revised since 2017 
and that no longer reflect 
the district’s current list of 
capital improvement proj-
ects. Her summary table 
showed the existing total 
fee of $13,709 and a pro-
posed increase to $29,084. 
She also outlined two alter-
natives for the water fund, 
noting that it does not gen-
erate enough revenue to 
support scheduled capital 
projects.

During the ensuing dis-
cussion, several speakers 
said they accepted the 
Lumos methodology but 
questioned the underlying 

numbers provided by the 
district. Board President 
John Merchant was skep-
tical of the $15 million 
estimate for drilling wells, 
emphasizing the uncer-
tainty around finding water 
and achieving projected 
yields. Developer Bob Keil 
said he wasn’t opposed to 
fee increases but suggested 
slowing down the approval 
process to get the num-
bers right.  Director Tim 
Maybee said it was import-
ant to sit down with the 
developers to see where 
they were regarding fees.

At one point, Merchant 
suggested a workshop 
approach. 

“Maybe we just do 
something like a workshop 
where we get together and 
come out of it with an eight 
and a half by 11 sheet of 
paper that’s got the num-
bers we’re going to live 
with."

Integrated Water 
Master Plan 

Director Randy Jenco 
explained why he had 
asked for action on the 
distr ict’s water-needs 
assessment to be placed on 
the agenda. He said he still 
doesn’t have a clear answer 
on water requirements for 
existing customers and 
new development, add-
ing that “the only way to 
get definitive answers” 
would be to finish the 
study. Completing it, he 
said, would demonstrate 
due diligence in water 
planning and could with-
stand legal scrutiny. His 
motion was to seek a pro-
posal from engineer Lisa 
Maddaus to complete the 

study. Maybee said he was 
seconding the motion “for 
the sake of discussion.”

M e r c h a n t ,  i n  a n 
e x t r e m e l y  l e n g t h y 
response, strongly opposed 
revisiting the Maddaus-
Adkins report. He said 
the Working Group had 
already extracted the 
information it needed and 
agreed with Maddaus’ fig-
ures for current and future 
development. He argued 
the district should instead 
be working with Water 
Systems Consultants.

“The only thing I’m not 
all in on is just rehash-
ing this Maddaus stuff,” 
he said. “I’ve seen it four 
times and I don’t want to 
see it again.”

District Counsel Patrick 
Enright said the board 
should begin prepar-
ing for an Urban Water 
Management Plan, which 
will be required once the 
district reaches 3,000 
water connections. He rec-
ommended developing a 
request for bids so that any 
qualified firm – includ-
ing Maddaus and Water 
Systems Consultants – 
could submit a proposal.

Jenco and Chief Plant 
Operator Travis Bohannon 
noted that Water System 
Consultants had previ-
ously submitted substantial 
bids to redo the Integrated 
Water Master Plan and 
prepare an Urban Water 
Supply Plan. The costs 
were so high, they said, 
that the board ultimately 
narrowed the scope to a 
more limited study focused 
on identifying potential 
well sites.

Jenco told Merchant he 
wasn’t approaching the 
water-planning process 
correctly, particularly if 
the district moved toward 
enacting a development 
moratorium and the mat-
ter ultimately landed in 
court. The central question, 
he said, would be where 
Merchant’s numbers came 
from.

“I don’t think you 
want to say that we did 
this water plan, but we 
didn’t like it, so we got 
some of the SOLOS peo-
ple together, and we came 
up with some numbers we 
thought were better than 
the engineers’,” Jenco said. 
“You might as well hand 
them your checkbook and 
say, ‘Take everything I’ve 
got.’”

Maybee noted that 
unless the board adopts 
the current Integrated 
Water Master Plan, the dis-
trict must continue relying 
on the 2010 plan for its 
numbers. 

He acknowledged that 
the draft master plan con-
tains some discrepancies 
but said they could be 
resolved later. Drawing on 
his own experience being 
interviewed by the Grand 
Jury, Maybee added that 
the district’s water-plan-
ning process could also be 
at risk of scrutiny.

Merchant said the dis-
trict is not legally required 
to complete an Integrated 
Water Master Plan, though 
it will have to prepare an 
Urban Water Management 
Plan once it reaches 3,000 
connections. He also noted 
that the county will require 

a Water Supply Assessment 
when the Rancho North 
project completes its appli-
cation. In the meantime, he 
added, “We have no risk 
when we are below 2,999 
(connections).”

Enright also addressed a 
future water supply assess-
ment, saying Maybee had 
made a good point. 

“We should at least have 
accepted the numbers, 
although we don’t accept 
all the conclusions and rec-
ommendations,” he said. 
“This is so we have cur-
rent numbers and not those 
from 2010 or 2016.”

Merchant said that once 
the water supply assess-
ment is requested, the 
district would manage the 
process and the developer 
would pay for it, so “it 
would absolutely be free.”

“But I’ll do it any other 
way than going back to 
Maddaus again, but I am 
just one of five,” Merchant 
added.

Although the Working 
G r o u p  a g r e e d  w i t h 
Maddaus’ water demand 
figures, “I am not in favor 
of approving the rest of 
it,” Merchant said. “I am 
definitely not going to 
endorse those mitigation 
strategies because they are 
ridiculous.”

Audience member Jim 
Farrell, who essentially 
wrote the Working Group 
report, agreed that the 
group accepted much of 
the draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan. However, 
he said they still had a 
series of questions he 
believed could be bet-
ter answered by Water 

Systems Consultants. The 
Working Group members 
who reviewed the draft 
master plan and produced 
the report were Farrell, 
Merchant,  Operations 
Director Eric Houston – 
who is currently on leave 
– and Janis Eckard.

The discussion con-
cluded with a vote on 
Jenco’s motion to ask 
Maddaus to finish the 
report. Jenco and Maybee 
voted yes, while Merchant 
and Directors Linda Butler 
and Bill Gere voted no.

Afterwards, it emerged 
that the contract with 
Maddaus and Adkins 
Engineering had already 
been cancelled. Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder said Houston 
signed the cancellation 
on Aug. 21. Merchant 
explained that  Water 
Systems Consultants could 
not begin working with the 
district until that contract 
had been terminated.

Director Bill Gere asked 
whether the contract can-
cellation should have 
required board action. 
Enright said it depended 
on whether the project had 
been completed.

When Jenco asked 
whether Maddaus had 
been paid for the remain-
der of the contract, Enright 
replied that the consul-
tants had been paid in full 
in 2024. 

“For the last three or six 
months, they have been 
basically working for free,” 
Enright added.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Developer Fees, Water Plan are District Topics 

District Counsel Patrick Enright outlines the legal considerations involved in 
raising developer fees to fund new infrastructure during the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District board meeting on Nov. 19. The board ultimately 
tabled the proposed fee increases. Photos by Gail Bullen Lumos & Associates consultant Kristi Thompson explains her report.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Gyan Singh, who served 
in the Rancho Murieta 
Association maintenance 
department for 50 years 
before retiring in 2023, 
was memorialized by 
General Manager Rod Hart 
at the RMA board meeting 
on Nov. 18.

Singh, who died Nov. 13 
at age 76, “was the biggest 
asset RMA ever had,” Hart 
said.

“For the last 10 years, 
most people knew him 
as the guy in the street 
sweeper, and before that 
the guy on the mowers,” 
Hart said. “But truly, Gyan 
touched every single thing 
there is here at Rancho 
Murieta.”

A Human 
Encyclopedia

One of Singh’s most 
extraordinary contributions 
was his knowledge of the 
community. When Singh 
began working for RMA 
in 1974, Murieta Parkway 
ended at Alameda Drive, 
Laguna Joaquin was still 
being excavated, all the 
roads in the back country 
were dirt, and only about 
a dozen homes dotted the 
landscape.

Hart explained that 
early construction prac-
tices under Operating 
Engineers Local 3 (OE3) 
left the community without 
reliable maps of the under-
ground installations.

“Back when this place 
was first built, as-builts 
were unheard of,” Hart 
said. “OE3 basically built 
the infrastructure: They 
built it, and you get what-
ever you get. Sometimes 
you have plans. Sometimes 
you don’t.”

Because pipes and valves 
were laid before many 
streets, lawns and drainage 
basins were fully formed, 
crucial components ended 
up buried under grass, soil, 
landscaping or even later 
improvements. That made 
troubleshooting extremely 
difficult for later genera-
tions of maintenance staff, 
except for Singh.

“We’d have a main line 
break somewhere,” Hart 
said, “and Gyan would just 
walk out in the middle of 
the lawn. You couldn’t see 
any valve boxes. But he’d 
take his probe and say, 
‘There should be another 
valve about right here,’ 
and tap the ground, and it 
would be there every sin-
gle time.”

Hart said the accuracy of 
Singh’s memory “sounds 
like an exaggeration,” but 

it never failed.

From Fiji to Maui to 
Rancho Murieta

Singh was born in Fiji, 
later lived and worked 
in Maui, and came to 
California at the invitation 
of his uncle, Henry Singh, 
the original golf course 
superintendent at Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, 
Hart said.

Henry Singh visited 
Maui on vacation, met 
up with his nephew and 
encouraged him to relo-
cate. Singh soon moved to 
Rancho Murieta in 1972, 
splitting time between 
Murieta Village and the 
golf course before joining 
the association full-time on 
Sept. 16, 1974.

Singh helped to maintain 
the irrigation that supplied 
the parks and townhomes, 
and he eventually served 
as one of the association’s 
lead electricians. As main-
tenance crews turned over 
across generations, Singh 
became the institutional 
memory that otherwise 
would have been lost.

A Mentor and 
Co-Worker

Current Maintenance 
Supervisor Troy Schaffner 
said Singh was a mentor 
to “just about everybody” 
who passed through the 

department.
“He could remember 

something from 40 years 
ago like it was yesterday,” 
Schaffner said. “He was 
really sharp. He kept the 
crew together.”

Schaffner noted that the 
association has always had 
long-term employees, but 
Singh was unique: there 
from the beginning, with 
knowledge that cannot 
be replaced. “It’s some-
thing that will never be 
repeated.”

A Man of Kindness
Beyond technical skill, 

Singh was known for kind-
ness and attentiveness. 
Hart said Singh could 
sense when a coworker 
was having a hard day.

“He’d talk to you, and 
by the time you were done, 
you were a lot chipper than 
you otherwise would have 
been,” Hart said.

Singh was proud of his 
children and grandchil-
dren, but he also wanted 
to hear about others’ fam-
ilies. He arrived at work 
early – often an hour and a 
half before his shift – and 
remained the steady center 
of the maintenance team.

A Life Honored
Hart, Schaffner and 

many members of the 
RMA maintenance crew 

attended Singh’s funeral 
service on Nov. 18.

Board President Patrick 
O’Hern noted that Singh’s 
daughter ’s  Facebook 
tribute – describing her 
father’s journey from Fiji 
to a life built from hard 
work, steadiness and exam-
ple – captured his character 
beautifully. 

“He lived an exemplary 
life,” O’Hern said.

Rancho Murieta’s early 
development depended 
on people whose work 

happened behind the 
scenes. Singh – the man 
who could locate a bur-
ied valve by memory, 
who built the systems res-
idents rely on every day, 
and who helped genera-
tions of employees learn 
the community inside and 
out – was one of them.

“We’ll miss him,” Hart 
said. “There will never be 
another.” 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook.�  H

Unsung Hero Singh Remembered at Association Meeting

Gyan Singh is pictured near the Rancho Murieta Association 
logo in an undated photo. Courtesy photo
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Tree Lighting Draws Crowd to Stonehouse
Continued from page 1
a long line of children eager to share 
their Christmas wishes, along with doz-
ens of families excited for a photo op.

This marked the fourth year that RMA 
Director Tom Reimers portrayed Santa at 
the event, and the first time that Ellison 
Cowles stepped into the role of Mrs. 
Claus.

Reimers said the kids seemed espe-
cially happy this year, and he didn’t 
hear any heartfelt requests. Most asked 
for their own cell phones, even some 
younger than 5. 

“They wanted to play games and call 
their friends,” he said.

One youngster asked for a guinea pig, 
and another wanted a puppy: Any kind 
would do.

Although not on the official program, a 
surprise visitor bearing gifts added to the 
merriment this year. RJ Combs, a retired 
upholsterer from Sacramento, attended 
the event with his daughter, Jennifer 
Marsh. Several years ago, Combs began 
collecting stuffed animals throughout the 
year and pinning them to his jacket to 
give to his grandchildren at Christmas.

Since then, his giving spirit has only 
grown. 

“Now wherever he goes to a Christmas 
event, he hands them out,” Marsh 
explained. “I was worried that he was 
going to trump Santa Claus.”

That didn’t prove to be the case. 
Youngsters like Jack Leslie happily 
accepted a stuffed animal – Jack immedi-
ately named his new dolphin Nutcracker 
and tossed it into the air – but the gifts 
didn’t distract them from telling Santa 
about the rest of the presents on their 
lists.

The Optimist Club of Rancho Murieta 
presented the annual tree lighting cer-
emony for 20 years, until the club 
disbanded in 2023. Fortunately, its final 
president, Renee Bechthold, had joined 
the RMA Board of Directors. As chair of 
the Recreation Committee, she ensured 
the continuance of what had long been a 
cornerstone community event.

See additional photos at theriverval-
leytimes.com and on Facebook. � H

With stuffed animals pinned to his coat, RJ Combs waits for Easton Fowler to pick his present 
with encouragement from his parents, Judy and Craig Fowler.

Dressed in their pajamas, the McCarthy family poses with Santa and Mrs. Claus. From left are 
Amy, Keegan, JJ, Dillon (the dog) and Jimmy.

Charlotte and Jackson Nunez warm their 
hands at a fire pit.

From left, Cal and Grady Duval tell Santa what 
they want for Christmas.

Taylor and Pricilla Deluna encourage their 
friend's child, seated in Santa’s lap, to pose for 
a photo.

Enjoying the hot cocoa and cookies are, from 
left, Galahad, Aedan and Kirstin Hughes.


