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lving Tree Supports School Pantries

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce reeny Iaunchd its secon anual Giving Tree fundraiser, an effort aimed at supporting

local school-based resource pantries and collecting non-perishable food for families in need during the holiday season.

Story and photo
by Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Chamber
of Commerce recently launched its
second annual Giving Tree fund-
raiser, an effort aimed at supporting
local school-based resource pantries
and collecting non-perishable food
for families in need during the holi-
day season.

The fundraiser, which runs through
Dec. 15, will benefit the Dixon High
Rams Vault, Maine Prairie High
Vault and the Anderson Roadrunner
Nest. The Dixon Chamber of

Commerce has set a combined fund-
raising goal of $3,000, or $1,000, for
each program.

“Our second annual Giving Tree
started Nov. 3 and this year has some
additional options,” said chamber
manager Sara Echarte. “Come by the
chamber Monday through Thursday
between 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. to make a
donation. If you can't make it during
these hours, you can send Venmo and
we will hang your ornament for you.
No donation is too small.”

The Giving Tree fundraiser origi-
nated with the chamber’s networking
connections group, which meets on

the first Thursday of each month.
According to Echarte, the group
launched the original event in 2024
to strengthen support systems for
students and families and intends
to continue the Giving Tree as an
annual tradition.

“They first put the fundraiser
together to help the community and
they want it to continue on for years
to come,” said Echarte. “They’ve
also added a food donation barrel to
benefit Cornerstone Church. We’ve
already had a full barrel collected,
which is awesome.”

Continued on page 4

Dixon Theater Debuts New Christmas Show

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon
Community Theater
(DCT) will open its holi-
day production, “Dixon’s
Great Big Little Christmas
Show,” with three perfor-
mances Dec. 5 to Dec. 7 at
the Dixon Performing Arts
Center, 555 College Way.

Shows are scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. Dec. 5 and 2
p.m. Dec. 6 and 7.

Kelly Pidgeon James,
Dixon Community Theater
vice president and the
show’s scriptwriter, said
the company wanted to
feature performers from
multiple age groups.

“We wanted to do
another show that incor-
porated multigenerational
singers and actors,” said
James. “It was initially
going to be an all-adult
production but Christmas is
for kids. It’s a mix between
a play and a cabaret, so it’s
a show built around sing-
ing and performing.”

The tone of the produc-
tion differs from last year’s
holiday offering, according

said James.

The cast includes returning and new performers, such as Layla
Wood, Matthew Popovitz, Angi Wolf, Angie Abrew, Bentley
Abrew (pictured), and many others. Photo by Nicolas Brown

“We have

James said sets the pro-

in other local theaters but
DCT has done four origi-
nal shows this year.”

The cast includes
returning and new per-
formers. Among them
are Bentley Abrew, Layla
Wood, Matthew Popovitz,
Angi Wolf and Angie
Abrew. James said that
the ensemble also includes
performers from outside of
Dixon, including perform-
ers connected to Davis
Musical Theatre Company.
Founded in 1984 by Jan
Donowitz and Steve
Isaacson, Davis Musical
Theatre Company is rec-
ognized as California’s
longest-running, year-
round amateur musical
theater company.

Nineteen songs are
included in the production.
Most pieces will be per-
formed to music tracks but
the show will also feature
live accompaniment from
music director and pia-
nist Jacob Fennell of Davis
Musical Theatre Company.

James said community
participation is a major
component of this year’s

to James.

“It’s a comedy, it defi-
nitely has a funny script to
it and it has the Christmas
morals intertwined,”

some incredible singers
involved. Anything uplift-
ing is what we were going
for this time of year.”

The show features an
original script, which

duction apart from other
regional seasonal offerings.

“It’s an original script.
Never been seen before,”
said James. “You’re see-
ing a lot of the same shows

production. The Dec. 6
performance offers free
admission for families who
bring a new, unwrapped

Continued on page 3

Congregations
Share
Christmas
Traditions

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon
churches are preparing a
variety of holiday events,
services and community
traditions as the Christmas
season approaches.

Freedom Church at
470 E. H St. is partnering
with Dixon Professional
Firefighters Local 4665 for
the annual 2025 toy drive.
All donated toys will be
distributed to children and
families in the Dixon area.
Donors can contribute by
scanning the QR code on
promotional materials for
drop-off locations. Local
businesses interested in
hosting a collection bin can
contact the fire union or the
church. Freedom Church
will also hold a special
Christmas service, “Christ
is Born” at 10 a.m. Dec.
21. For more information,
visit freedomchurchdixon.
com or call 707-693-1774.

Dixon United Methodist
Church plans several
events on Christmas Eve.
The church will host “Faith
and Frapp” from 4 to 5
p.m. Dec. 24 at Starbucks,
1450 Ary Lane, Suite F.
Two Christmas Eve ser-
vices will follow at the
church, 209 N. Jefferson
St., from 5 to 6 p.m. and
7 to 8 p.m. Details can be
found at dixonumec.org or
by calling 707-678-2191.

Living Hope Church at
410 Gateway Drive, will
continue its regular weekly
Bible study from 7 to 8
p-m. Dec. 24, which falls
on Christmas Eve. Led
by Pastor Jeff Myers, the
study offers participants
an opportunity to explore
scripture in a group setting.
The church has not yet
announced its Christmas
service schedule.
Information is available at
livinghopedixon.church-
center.com/home or by
calling 707-693-1512.

St. Peter’s Catholic
Church at 105 S. Second
St. will observe several
traditional celebrations
throughout December. The
parish will mark the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
with events beginning Dec.
7, including a 1 p.m. pro-
cession followed by Mass
and a gathering in the par-
ish hall. There will be
no 3 p.m. Mass that day.
Additional observances
continue Dec. 12, start-
ing with 5 a.m. worship
and 6 a.m. menudo in the
lounge. The parish noted
that volunteers are needed
for preparation efforts. St.
Peter’s offers Masses in
both English and Spanish.
For more information, visit
stpeterschurchdixon.com
or call 707-678-9424.

Cornerstone Baptist
Church at 185 W. Cherry
St. is conducting a win-
ter coat drive alongside

Continued on page 4
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Jingle All the Way to Santa’s Village Dixon News Briefs

New Holiday Experience on River Fox Train Unveiled

By Seth Henderson

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - The River Fox
Train’s Magical Christmas
Train has been entirely
transformed, providing
guests an opportunity
to visit Santa’s Village,
sing songs and celebrate
the holidays along the
way from Nov. 28 until
Dec. 28.

The River Fox’s
10-milelong track, orig-
inally opening in 1911,
features more than a train
ride, as guests deboard
from the train into a
“snowy” holiday scene
with opportunities to buy
gifts, meet Santa and take
memorable photos.

“The Magical
Christmas Train is one
of the most enchant-
ing times of the year,”
said Robert Jason Pinoli,
president and CEO of
Mendocino Railway, par-
ent company of the
River Fox Train. “For
decades, this experience
has brought families and
friends together to pause
the hustle and bustle of
everyday life and share a
moment of wonder. It is
a cherished tradition that
continues to grow, offering
a place where guests can
reconnect, laugh and create
lasting memories.”

The journey to Santa’s
village takes about an
hour to complete and hot
chocolate is provided in
keep-sake mugs. Each
train car is decorated
with a theme, correspond-
ing with a ticket. River Fox
Train team members dress
as Santa’s elves energeti-
cally chorale through the
car, encouraging guests
to sing along in various
Christmas carols.

Children on board can
write letters to Santa while
on board and Mrs. Claus
makes an appearance
through each car, greet-
ing guests throughout the
journey.

“We would love to

As the train departs, Santa’s elves spring into action, filling
each car with laughter, song and pure holiday fun. Photo courtesy

of the River Fox Train

have people come and
make it a tradition in
their families and recog-
nize them every single
year when they come
back,” public relations
manager Kim Preciado
said. “Just leaving a mag-
ical impression on them.”
The Magical Christmas Train
is for guests of all ages,
featuring a bar car on
the train, serving alco-
hol to attendees 21 or
older. Smoking and vap-
ing is not permitted on
the train and at the board-
ingstation. Guests are
encouraged to arrive 30
minutes prior to depar-
ture and parking is free.
Standard tickets for ages
three and up are $74.15
and infants with lap seating
only are $12. The River
Fox Train is located at
18095 County Road 117
in West Sacramento.
To learn more about the
Magical Christmas Train
or other events from the
River Fox Train, visit riv-
erfoxtrain.com/experiences/
magical-christmas-train.

Follow the River Fox Train
on social media at face-
book.com/ RiverFoxTrain
and instagram. com/
sacramentoriverfoxtrain.

Built in 1911 by
the Northern Electric
Company, the River
Fox Train’s 10-milé track
originally transported pas-
sengers throughout the
Sacramento area. While
electric passenger service
ended in 1941, the line con-
tinued operating with diesel
freight, linking the fertile
farmlands of the Sacramento
Valley with markets across
California. In 2003, Sierra
Railroad merged with
the Yolo Shortline,
maintaining freight service
and reviving passenger
excursions under the name
Sacramento River Train.

Today, the line operates
as the River Fox Train
under Mendocino Railway,
a Class Ill common car-
rier, and the line continues
to be used in interstate
commerce.

A sister line to the
world-famous Skunk
Train built in 1885, the
River Fox Train offers
a blend of history and
experience with scenic
railbike rides, relaxing
beer and wine trains, and
festive holiday adventures
that celebrate the nostal-
gic charm of California rail
travel. *

Barking Orders and Fighting Crime

CHP's Newest Four-Legged Crime Fighters
Officially Promoted To K-9 Officers

By MPG Staff

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - The California
Highway Patrol (CHP) has
added four new K-9 teams
to its ranks, advancing the
department’s mission to
provide safety, service and
security to the people of
California.

The graduating class
includes three Belgian
Malinois and one Dutch
Shepherd. Each dog has
been trained to apprehend
offenders, detect illegal
drugs and enhance officer
and public safety.

“Police K-9s have proven
their usefulness time and
again in the situations offi-
cers face daily,” said CHP
Commissioner Sean Duryee.
“They are hardworking,
loyal partners who wake
up each day ready to serve.
Each of these specialized
teams has dedicated time
and effort to succeed on the
streets, and we are excited to
welcome them to our team.”

Over the past 11 weeks,
the four K-9 teams com-
pleted more than 400 hours
of intensive training that
met the standards set by the
California Commission on
Peace Officer Standards and
Training. The K-9s, trained
in criminal apprehension
and narcotics detection,
received their official cer-
tification Nov. 7 during a
graduation ceremony at
the CHP Academy in West

; ) R [
Pictured is Officer Joshua
Walker and K-9 Jury of the
Inland Division. Photo courtesy of
California Highway Patrol

Sacramento.

Each K-9 handler is an
experienced CHP offi-
cer with seven to 15 years
of service. Handlers were
carefully paired with their
canine partners based on
temperament, skill and per-
sonality. During training,
the teams built strong bonds
of trust and communica-
tion that will support them
throughout their careers.

Following graduation, the
new K-9 teams will report
to their assigned CHP Area
offices to assist with patrol
duties and respond to calls
for service in the Northern,
Central and Inland
divisions.

With this graduating
class, the second of 2025,
the CHP now deploys 53
K-9 teams statewide, includ-
ing 37 Patrol and Narcotics
Detection Canine teams,
nine Patrol and Explosives

Detection Canine teams,
five Explosives Detection
Canine teams and two
Narcotics Detection teams.

From January through
September 2025, CHP
K-9 teams seized nearly
7,000 pounds of metham-
phetamine, 5,000 pounds
of cocaine, 250 pounds of
heroin, 750 pounds of fen-
tanyl and 213 firearms,
underscoring their criti-
cal role in combating drug
trafficking and firearm-
related crime.

To maintain peak perfor-
mance, each team completes
at least eight hours of ongo-
ing training each week to
ensure readiness for the
diverse situations they
encounter in the field.

The new K-9 teams
include Officer Joshua
Walker and K-9 Jury of the
Inland Division, Officer
Christopher Partlow
and K-9 Judge of the
Northern Division, Officer
Christopher Keeler and K-9
Jag of the Central Division,
and Officer Michael Galvez
and K-9 Oso of the Central
Division.

Learn more about becom-
ing a CHP K-9 handler
or explore other career
opportunities at www.
CHPMadeForMore.
com. The mission of the
California Highway Patrol
is to provide the high-
est level of safety, service
and security to the people
of California. *

The City of Dixon, in partnership with the Downtown Dixon Business Association (DDBA), is

hosting yuletide festivities in the downtown area from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 6. Photo by Debra Dingman

By MPG Staff

Dixon Girls Softball

Registration

Dixon Girls Softball has opened regis-
tration for the Spring 2026 season. Early
registration ended Oct. 31, but regular
registration began Nov. 1 and lasts until
Dec. 31. Regular registration costs $225.
Dixon Girls Softball is also looking for
dedicated and enthusiastic coaches to join
their 12U Travel and 10U Select teams for
the upcoming season.

For more information or to register, visit
dixongirlssoftball.com or email infor@
dixongirlssoftball.com. Coaching appli-
cations are available on the Dixon Girls
Softball Facebook page.

A Magical Victorian
Christmas

The City of Dixon, in partnership
with the Downtown Dixon Business
Association (DDBA), is hosting yule-
tide festivities in the downtown area from
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 6. The event will
include a stationary parade of Christmas
floats and tractors, a special appearance
from Santa, live music, train rides, ven-
dors and the tree lighting at 7 p.m. in
Women’s Improvement Park, 220 N.
Jefferson St. Notably, First Street/CA 113
will be closed between East C Street to
East Mayes throughout the event.

For more information, visit downtown-
dixonca.com or call 707-678-8400.

Festival of Trees

Kiwanis Club of Dixon is hosting the
festival of trees from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Dec. 13. Held in Dixon High School’s
small gymnasium, 555 College Way, the
event offers a festive atmosphere and the
chance for Dixon, Solano and Yolo citi-
zens and business owners to sponsor or
decorate a tree to be displayed on the day
of the event. Proceeds from the event go
to Dixon High School’s Rams Vault, as
well as both the high school and middle
school band programs. Tree decoration
will be held from 1:30 to 8 p.m. Dec. 12.
The organization is also looking for dona-
tions of baked finger foods for the event.

For more information, visit the Kiwanis
Club of Dixon, CA Facebook page or call
707-635-3303.

Winter Coat Drive

Cornerstone Baptist Church of Dixon
is hosting a winter coat giveaway from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 13. Hosted at the
church, 185 W. Cherry St., organizers will
be hosting a drive to gather donated coats
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 6 and 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. Dec. 7. Organizers are seeking both
adult and kid coats, new or clean/gently
used. If drop-off times don’t work, donors
are encouraged to call 707-678-5234.

For more information, visit corner-
stoneindixon.com/events or contact
office@cornerstoneindixon.com.

Dixon Library Book Club

Dixon Library is hosting its monthly
morning book club meeting from 11 a.m.
to noon Dec. 11. The morning book club is
a monthly, adult-oriented group that will

be reading “The Frozen River” by Ariel
Lawhon. Coffee and tea will be provided
for attendees, and the meeting itself will
be in the library's front room, 230 N. First
St.

For more information, visit solanoli-
brary.com or call 1-866-572-7587.

Spaghetti Feed Fundraiser

Dixon Rams Youth Cheer is hosting a
spaghetti feed fundraiser from 4 to 8 p.m.
Dec. 12. Held at American Legion Hall,
1305 N. First St., proceeds from the event
will support the Mighty Mite and Peewee
squads’ trip to Nationals. Tickets cost $20
per person or $70 for a family four-pack
and include spaghetti, salad and garlic
bread. The event will also feature raffle
prizes and a cake walk. Tickets may be
purchased with cash or through Venmo at
@DixonYFC.

For more information, visit dixonyfc.
com or email cheer@dixonyfc.com

Second Annual Giving Tree

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is
holding its second annual Giving Tree
through Dec. 15. Hosted at the cham-
ber, 220 N. Jefferson St., donations can
be made in person Monday through
Thursday from 8 to 11 a.m., or by Venmo.
Beneficiaries include the Dixon High
Rams Vault, Maine Prairie High Vault and
the Anderson Nest. Ornament donations
range from $5 to $100. A nonperish-
able food barrel provided by Cornerstone
Church will also be available.

For more information, visit the Dixon
Chamber of Commerce Facebook page or
call 707-678-2650.

Carols in the Tunnel

Grace Fellowship Church of Dixon will
host Carols in the Tunnel at 7 p.m. Dec.
17. Held in the B Street train underpass
tunnel next to the Chamber of Commerce,
220 N. Jefferson St., the event gives
Dixonites the opportunity to meet with
family, friends and neighbors for a joyful
night of Christmas carols.

For more information, visit the Grace
Fellowship of Dixon Facebook page or
call 707-678-5700.

Pancakes with Santa

The Rotary Club of Dixon will host
its annual Pancakes with Santa break-
fast from 8 to 11 a.m. Dec. 6. Held in the
Dixon High School multipurpose room,
555 College Way, admission is $5, payable
by cash or Venmo. Pets are not permitted.

For more information, visit the Rotary
Club of Dixon, CA Facebook page or call
916-240-0147.

Annual Christmas Parade

Dixon’s Annual Christmas Parade is
scheduled for Dec. 13. Lineup begins at
4:30 p.m., with the parade starting at 5:30
p-m. Organizers report that the event will
include food and toys, and coat dona-
tions will be collected for Dixon Family
Services. The parade route will begin at
East Parkway where participating vehi-
cles will line up. The parade will end in
Downtown Dixon.

For more information, visit the Dixon’s
Annual Christmas Car Parade Facebook
page or call 707-628-9771. *

Arrest Made in Halloween Shooting

Dixon Police Department
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - At approximately
11:55 p.m. Oct. 31, the Dixon Police
Department received a report of a shoot-
ing in the 100 block of South First Street.
Officers arrived on scene within minutes
and located a 36-year-old male suffering
from a gunshot wound. Officers provided
immediate medical aid until Dixon Fire
Department personnel arrived. The vic-
tim was transported to a local hospital,
where he was treated for serious injuries
and is continuing to recover, as of press
time.

During the initial investigation, wit-
nesses described the suspect as wearing a

mask and black clothing. Detectives from
the Dixon Police Department continued
to follow leads and develop information
in the weeks that followed.

At approximately 9 p.m. Nov. 25,
Dixon Police Department detectives,
with assistance from the California
Highway Patrol, arrested 32-year-old
Zachary Buckner of Modesto in Manteca
for violation of Penal Code 664/187,
Attempted Murder. The arrest is directly
related to the Oct. 31 shooting.

This remains an active investigation.
Anyone with information regarding
this case is asked to contact the Dixon
Police Department Investigations Unit at
707-678-7070 or investigations@dixon-
policeca.gov. *
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Friends of the Dixon May Fairto Award  Dixon Theater Debuts New
$31,000 in College Scholarships

Massimo Menicou of
Vacaville won the 2025 JoAn
Giannoni Scholarship of
$8000, named for the Friends
of the Dixon May Fair's
former longtime secretary
of Dixon. This is the second
highest award given by the
Friends in its Donnie and
Tootie Huffman Scholarship
Program. He is pictured
with Carrie Hamel of Dixon,
scholarship chair. Photo courtesy
of Kathy Keatley Garvey

Kathy Keatley Garvey,
UC Davis Department of
Entomology and Nematology

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Friends
of the Dixon May Fair will award nine col-
lege scholarships totaling $31,000 in its 2026
Donnie and Tootie Huffman Scholarship
Program, open to Solano County high school
graduates who are majoring in an agricultural
field in either a university or community col-
lege within the United States.

Applications are now being accepted. The
deadline to apply is March 1. Since 2003, the
Friends have awarded $306,750 in scholar-
ships to Solano County residents majoring
in agriculture, announced Carrie Hamel of
Dixon, the scholarship chair. Initially only
Solano County high school graduates attend-
ing college in California were eligible to
enter.

In the four-year university or college cat-
egory, available scholarships include the
Donnie Huffman Presidential Scholarship
Award of $8,000, the JoAn Giannoni
Scholarship Award of $5,000, the Ester
Armstrong Memorial Scholarship Award
of $4,000 and the Joe Gates Memorial
Scholarship Award of $3,500. Two Donnie
and Tootie Huffman Scholarships, each worth
$3,500, are also offered.

In the two-year community college cate-
gory, the available awards include the Jack
Hopkins Scholarship Award of $1,500 and
two additional scholarship awards of $1,000
each.

The Friends, an all-volunteer, service-ori-
ented organization, is the fundraising arm
of the Dixon May Fair. Headed by President
Gilbert "Gil" Molina of Vacaville, the orga-
nization raises funds through the sale of
beverages at the four-day fair, and donates the
proceeds for building and grounds improve-
ments, college scholarships and exhibitor
awards.

Applicants are scored on personal, civic
and academic experience; academic standing;
personal commitment and established goals;
leadership potential; and civic accomplish-
ments. Most applicants have experience in
4-H, FFA or Grange-criteria desired but not
mandated, Hamel said.

Continuing scholarship winners may apply
up to four times, Hamel said. Scholarship
checks can be used only for tuition, fees,
books, materials and supplies, housing, and
meals purchased on campus.

The 2025 recipients:

Sam Esperson of Rio Vista, a member of
the California Polytechnic Institute (Cal Poly)
Class of 2026 and an agricultural systems
management major, received the top award,
the $8000 Donnie Huffman Presidential
Scholarship. Esperson, a 2022 graduate of
Rio Vista High School, is also a previous
recipient of the presidential award.

Massimo Menicou of Vacaville won the
$5000 JoAn Giannoni Scholarship, named
for the Friends’ former longtime secre-
tary of Dixon. Menicou, a 2024 graduate
of Vacaville High School, and a student at

University of Nevada, plans to become a
veterinarian. He also is a previous award
recipient.

Elena Mendonsa of Vacaville, a student at
Chico State University, won the $4000 Ester
Armstrong Memorial Scholarship. A 2024
graduate of Vacaville Christian High School,
she is majoring in animal science and plans to
become a veterinarian. The Armstrong schol-
arship memorializes a former director of the
California Division of Fairs and Expositions
who died in 2009 of cancer. Armstrong served
as interim chief executive officer of the Dixon
May Fair from 2006 to 2009.

Cody Barr of Dixon won the $3500 Joe
Gates Memorial Scholarship. memorializ-
ing the longtime auctioneer of the Dixon
May Fair Junior Livestock Auction. Barr is
a member of the Dixon High School Class
of 2025 and was accepted at Utah State
University, where he is majoring in agribusi-
ness, with an emphasis in farm and ranch
management. . Gates, a Rio Vista resident,
died of COVID in February 2021.

Brianne Castelli of Dixon won a $3500
Donnie and Tootie Huffman Scholarship.
She is a member of the Dixon High School
Class of 2025 and a student at Montana
State University. She plans to become a
veterinarian.

Payton King of Fairfield won a $3500
Donnie and Tootie Huffman Scholarship. A
member of the Rodriguez High School Class
of 2025, Fairfield, she was accepted at the
University of Minnesota, Crookston, and is
majoring in agricultural business.

In the community college category, Vincent
Perry of Vacaville received the $1500 Jack
Hopkins Memorial Scholarship. A mem-
ber of the Vacaville High School Class of
2025, he was accepted at Butte College and
is majoring in agricultural business. Hopkins
(1922-2009), a fruit rancher and lifelong res-
ident of Fairfield and Suisun, was a strong
supporter of the Junior Livestock Auctions at
the Dixon May Fair and Solano County Fair.

The application form can be downloaded
from the Friends of the Fair Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsoftheDixonMayFair or at https://
tinyurl.com/mwnn29vu. For more informa-
tion, contact Carrie Hamel at hamelc88@
gmail.com or (530) 219-8090.

Completed application packets must be
postmarked no later than 5 p.m. on March 1,
2026 and mailed to: Scholarship Committee,
Friends of Dixon May Fair, P.O. Box 242,
Dixon, CA 95620.

The scholarship committee, chaired by
Hamel, also includes Tootie Huffman, Linda
Molina, Kathy Keatley Garvey, and Kristy
Vasquez all of Vacaville, and Sue Miracle and
Michelle Robinson of Dixon.

The scholarship program was named the
Donnie and Tootie Huffman Scholarship
Program in honor of the founding president
Donnie Huffman (1940-2023), and his wife,
Tootie, the founding treasurer. Donnie died
June 17, 2023 after a long battle with can-
cer. Tootie continues as a Friends of the Fair
volunteer. *
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Chnstmas Show

Dixon Community Theater will open its holdy poduction, “Dixon’s Great Big Little Christmas
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Show,” with three performances Dec. 5 to Dec. 7 at the Dixon Performing Arts Center, 555

College Way. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Continued from page 1

toy to donate to Dixon Family Services.
The offer is limited to one free entry per
family.

Students from Dixon Montessori
Charter School will open the Dec. 5 show
with a performance of “Hot Chocolate”
from “The Polar Express.”

The theater company will also partic-
ipate in local holiday events, including
the city’s Christmas tree lighting and the
Kiwanis Festival of Trees.

James said that the show reflects themes
important to residents.

“It’s very much a community-based
show and incorporates locals, mostly from
Dixon,” said James. “The show is really
about what makes Christmas important,
like home, family and community.”

She hopes audiences recognize the
depth of local talent.

“I’m hoping they will see the deep tal-
ent pool here in Dixon,” said James. “It
went untapped for so long, so I’'m hop-
ing they really see the diversity of Dixon
Community Theater. We try to cover

people of all ages.”

Tickets for adults are $15 and tickets
for seniors and children under 12 are $10.
Tickets can be purchased at the door as
online sales closed on Dec. 3.

James also encouraged families to par-
ticipate in local holiday activities.

“Get out of the house, get out into the
community, enjoy the many, many, many
amazing events that Dixon puts on for
families,” said James. “We are so lucky
we live in a town that celebrates the town
itself.”

James said that Dixon Community
Theater, now entering its third year, is
grateful for continued community support.

“We’ve been in operation for two solid
years,” she said. “A lot of nonprofits don’t
make it to one, so we’re so grateful.”

Auditions for the theater’s first 2026
production, “The House of Frankenstein”
by Martin Downing, are scheduled from 6
to 8 p.m. Dec. 15 and Dec. 16 at the new
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.

For more information, visit dixoncom-
munitytheater.org or call 707-903-8387.%

Police Department Relaunches Bait
Package Program to Thwart Porch Pirates

Dixon Police Department
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Police Department
is pleased to announce the return of our annual
Bait Package Program, an effort designed
to catch would-be “porch pirates” before
they sail off with your holiday deliveries. As
online orders climb, so does the temptation for
thieves, and we are once again stepping up to
keep Dixon porches safe.

Starting this week, officers will deploy GPS-
equipped bait packages throughout the city.
These ordinary-looking parcels are anything
but ordinary. Once moved by someone with
less-than-honorable intentions, the packages
quietly alert our officers, who are already out in
the community looking for pirates that may be
prowling the neighborhood.

“We’ve been doing this for years, and each
season we remain committed to deterring pack-
age theft and protecting our residents,” Chief
Robert Thompson noted. “The goal is simple:
let everyone enjoy their deliveries without wor-
rying about someone helping themselves.”

To expand the reach of the program, we
are seeking volunteer addresses where offi-
cers can safely and discreetly place bait
packages. Participation is simple: residents
who wish to help can email porchpirates@
dixonpoliceca.gov. Selected homes will
receive brief instructions and should keep
the placement confidential to ensure the

success of the program.

While our undercover officers continue
their search for porch-side buccaneers, we also
encourage residents to track their deliveries,
secure packages when possible and report sus-
picious behavior promptly to the Dixon Police
Department.

Tips to Keep Your Packages Safe This
Season

While our undercover officers are out keep-
ing an eye open for pirate activity, residents
can help protect their treasures with a few easy
steps. Track your deliveries and bring them
inside as soon as you’re able. Provide delivery
instructions asking carriers to leave packages
in a less visible spot such as behind a gate or
side porch. Use secure delivery options like
lockboxes or designated package lockers when
available.

Ask a trusted neighbor to grab your package
if you’re away or schedule deliveries for times
when you know you’ll be home, if the retailer
offers it. Install doorbell or exterior cameras to
help deter thieves and assist officers if anything
suspicious occurs. Lastly, keep porches tidy. A
clutter-free porch makes it easier for neighbors
and officers to spot unusual activity.

Together, we can make sure porch pirates get
nothing more than a lump of coal in their holi-
day haul this year.

For questions or participation, contact porch-
pirates@dixonpoliceca.gov or call Dixon
Police Department at 707-678-7070. *

This Gift Lasts a Lifetime

1 NEW TRAINING UNIFORM

Ramtown Karate
1680 N Lincoln St o
Dixon, CA 95620 &

Limited time offer b
for New Members §

RamtownKarate.com | &

‘-
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Annual Holiday Gift Giving Guide

The Holidays are upon us, and books are the best gifts to give, creating lasting
memories for children and grandchildren. To start this year's Annual guide, TvS Media
Group hand-selects the perfect books for all ages.

AR o P e ™

Hunger Games Catching Fire
and Sunrise on the Reaping
by Suzanne Collins; Scholastic

Relive the epic dystopian Hunger Games
with the newest book in the illustrated
series, Catching Fire, or the newest book,
Sunrise on the Reaping. Scholastic books
bring the beauty of their books with the
new collector’s edition of Sunrise on the
Reaping, complete with a metallic cover,
custom-printed endpapers, and stunning
sprayed edges. The new illustrated hard-
cover gift edition of Catching Fire is also
a show-stopping display. With its oversized
coffee-table-book size, beautiful printed
hardback, and illustrated pages, it is the per-
fect book for fans and new fans alike.

The Lemonade War
by Jacqueline Davies,
illustrated by Karen De LA Vega; Clarion
Goosebumps House of Shivers
by R.L. Stine; Scholastic

For the middle-grade reader on your
list, the graphic novel adaptation of The
Lemonade War or Goosebumps New Series:
House of Shivers. R.L. Stine returns to send
shivers down the spines of a new genera-
tion. With their brightly illustrated covers
and bone-chilling stories, there is plenty
of new tales for any reader to sink their
teeth into.

Summer is almost over, but the Lemonade
Wars have just begun. The best-selling
book by Jacqueline Davies is now avail-
able as a graphic novel. A clever blend of
humor, math, marketing, and sibling rivalry.

This breakout series is a fan favorite and a
perfect gift for the new graphic novel reader
on your list.

Ms. Rachel by Ms. Rachel and Mr. Aron;

Random House
Hansel and Gretel
retold by Stephen King, pictures by
Maurice Sendak; HarperCollins.

The gift of reading to a child is a gift that
lasts all year long. Little ones will delight in
the new book series by beloved children's
show host Ms. Rachel. With 12 interactive
button sounds, Ms Rachel takes little ones
to the farm in A Day at the Farm. This fully
interactive book will have little ones eager to
follow along and be part of the story.

Ms. Rachel’s stories continued in Ms.
Rachel and Bean and the Bedtime Routine.
Encourage little ones to drift off to sleep
with this adorable new bedtime book. Help
Ms. Rachel get Bean to bed with a step-by-
step nighttime routine. With each step having
meaning and a song, little ones will be eager
to help create their own bedtime routine, and
gently encourage themselves to fall asleep in
a calm and comforting way.

For old and Young alike. Revisit an old
classic with Hansel and Gretel retold by
Stephen King and illustrated by Maurice
Sendak. An all-new picture book combin-
ing the talents of two literary icons. This new
interpretative tale blends the rich imagina-
tion of Maurice Sendak’s illustrations with
Stephen King’s unparalleled storytelling.
This story is perfect for young and old and
is sure to be a new favorite classic read. *

Dave Ramsey Suays
She’ll Be Just Fine

Dave Rasey

Dear Dave,

My mom is 76, and the
only debt she has is about
$60,000 left on her mort-
gage. She has $600,000 in
retirement accounts, plus
a long-term care insurance
policy. But she has just
$25,000 in a money market
account with check-writ-
ing privileges for everyday
bills and purchases. To be
honest, this worries me. She
has always lived within her
means, so am [ wrong to be
concerned? She has also
been talking about paying
off her mortgage, and I'm
not sure how I feel about
that, either. I’d love your
opinion.

— Kelly
Dear Kelly,

You sound surprised that
she’d still be in the stock
market at her age. In my
mind, that’s not a bad thing
at all. It might not be what
the typical financial plan-
ner would tell you to do,
because for the most part
they’ll try to get you to be
super-conservative with

your money as you get old-
er. But from the way you’ve
described things, it sounds

like she’s not planning on
using this money, but using
the income from the mon-
ey. If that’s the case, she
won’t whittle it all down to
nothing. So, if she’s in good
mutual funds—not single
stocks—I think she’ll be
just fine.

Now, let’s talk about the
mortgage. I would abso-
lutely recommend she go
ahead a pay it off. If she can
do that at age 76 and still
have $540,000 left, that’s
the way to go. Let’s pay off
the house, and then she can
start taking her income off
a percentage of the remain-
der. She won’t need much
with the house payment
out of the way, because she
won’t be sending money
to the bank to pay the any-
more.

— Dave

The Best Laid Plans...

Dear Dave,

My wife and I have been
talking about paying off our
mortgage in the next two or
three years. Do you think
we should make this happen
by paying extra toward the
house, or invest that mon-
ey on top of the 15% we’re
putting into retirement?

— March
Dear March,

If I were in your shoes,
I’d pay extra on the house.

On the other hand, you’re
not really doing a bad thing
by putting the extra cash it
into retirement, either.

But here’s the deal. No
matter how well you plan,
you never know exactly
what will happen over the
upcoming years of your
life—or the life of your
investments. You might
think you know. You may
even believe you’ve taken
every possibility into ac-
count. The hard, cold truth,
though, is even the best and
smartest plans don’t always
work out the way we think
they will—or the way we
want them to.

And if something un-
planned or unforeseen hap-
pens, it sure would be a nice
thing to own your home
free and clear, wouldn’t it?

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling
author, personal finance
expert and host of The
Ramsey Show. He has ap-
peared on Good Morning
America, CBS This Morn-
ing, Today, Fox News,
CNN, Fox Business and
many more. Since 1992,
Dave has helped people
take control of their mon-
ey, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also
serves as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions. *
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A Film and TV Review
by Tim Riley

“THE RUNNING MAN” RATED R

Arnold Schwarzenegger, former profes-
sional bodybuilder and erstwhile politician,
remains to this day late in the eighth decade
of his storied life an actor and producer,
though not as prolific in this line of work as
during his heyday.

The moniker of “The Terminator” will
linger forever as his trademark. Even when
he was California’s leader, he was often
called the Governator, maybe derisively,
but nevertheless in recognition of his cine-
matic persona.

Nearly forty years ago, Schwarzenegger
starred in the dystopian action thriller “The
Running Man,” where memory serves, his
character, Ben Richards, was a California
police officer framed for a massacre of riot-
ers and then falsely imprisoned.

The nation had turned into a totalitarian
police state, where the government operated
Soviet-style to control the populace through
force, intimidation and media manipula-
tion, while keeping the masses entertained
through a popular game show called “The
Running Man.”

Escaping from a prison labor camp along
with a pair of resistance fighters, Richards
was later recaptured and accepted an offer
to participate in the game show where his
survival depended on eluding “Stalkers”
dispatched to kill him. It was all about
entertaining the proletariat.

An interesting fact about 1987°s “The
Running Man” was that the movie was
based on the 1982 novel of the same title
written by Richard Bachman, who turned
out to be the nom-de-plume of horror fic-
tion writer Stephen King.

The 2025 remake of “The Running
Man,” still based on Stephen King’s book,
stars Glen Powell (best-known for “Top
Gun: Maverick and “Hit Man”) as Ben
Richards, with a backstory unlike that of the
Schwarzenegger version.

For all the intensity, grit and determi-
nation he brings to the role, Powell is
nonetheless not even vaguely like “The
Terminator” in physical strength or the
innate ability to utter cheesy one-liners.

The near future dystopian world now
looks like a crumbling Detroit, where the
masses endure desperate lives steeped in
poverty, and relief from a bleak existence
only comes in the form of the TV reality
show where a runner can win one billion
dollars if they survive for 30 days.

The challenge for a participant in the
game show is to outwit and outrun a cadre
of assassins called the “Hunters” and as
well as bloodthirsty and despairing citizens
eager to cash in on reward money.

Riley Reviews

““THE RUNNING MAN” STILL FINDS
ACTION WITHOUT THE TERMINATOR

The violent game show is run by the
despotic media empire known as the
“Network,” and the show is produced by
Dan Killian (Josh Brolin, doing the best he
can to be a cartoonish, smirking villain),
whose motivation is delivering the best rat-
ings for his show.

Not a policeman or prison escapee like
Schwarzenegger, Powell’s Richards is a
working stiff, with a strong moral code,
fired from his job for insubordination and
overall hostility to authority.

Living in a cramped apartment in dreary
Co-op City, Richards is distressed that his
wife Sheila (Jayme Lawson) must work at
a sleazy nightclub because the family can’t
afford the expensive medicine needed for
their baby daughter suffering from a linger-
ing flu-like illness.

While Richards promises his wife that
he’s not going to be a contestant on the
most violent reality show, with the offer of
the billion-dollar prize money no one has
ever won, you already know he’s reckless
enough to take the plunge.

The interview process to be a contender
is interesting alone. Hordes of downtrod-
den people are lined up to get on any show
that offers a payout. A quick-thinking
Richards uses his temper and bravado to get
a jump ahead of the others.

The contest for “The Running Man”
requires at least three initial participants
who fall into certain categories. Richards
is joined by daredevil Jenni (Katy O’Brian),
who looks like a punk rocker, and goofy
Tim Jansky (Martin Herlihy), who would be
lucky to survive more than two days.

Of course, the detestable Killian knows
that the longer a contestant stays alive, and
on the run, the greater the boost in ratings
as the runner attains a celebrity-like image
that fuels the lust of viewers to witness his
demise.

Richards gets help from a variety of peo-
ple, from an old friend (William H. Macy),
who provides disguises and fake identities,
to Michael Cera’s writer of underground
conspiracy pamphlets wanting to avenge his
policeman father who was pushed out of the
force for being an honest cop.

What if Richards becomes a folk hero
and inspiration for rebellion against the tyr-
anny of the Network? Is it possible that the
masses, once satiated by a violent TV show,
could turn to insurrection against authority?
This could be where “The Running Man”
is headed.

The original “Running Man” seemingly
attained cult classic status in certain cir-
cles, notwithstanding that it’s hardly rises
above popcorn entertainment. The remake
is likely to fall short of an exalted standing
in the future, but at least, it works as mind-
less entertainment. *

Giving Tree Supports School
Pantries

Continued from page 1

Several adjustments were made fol-
lowing the inaugural event, including
expanded beneficiary programs and new
ways for donors to contribute.

“They have added the Anderson
Roadrunner Nest since it’s new and, this
year, we’re allowing donors to contribute
through Venmo,” said Echarte.

The Chamber of Commerce is finalizing
an official Venmo account and donations
can also be made through members of the
networking committee, including Crystal
Rico, Erin Johnston, Alisha Platt and Tori
Hunt.

Community members can donate in per-
son at the Chamber of Commerce office,
220 N. Jefferson St., or through network-
ing committee members.

“You can contribute with cash, check or
Venmo,” said Echarte. “Here, on the actual
tree, we will write your name and dona-
tion down on a paper ornament and hang
it on the tree.”

In addition to monetary donations,
Cornerstone Church has supplied a

collection barrel for non-perishable food
items. Residents are encouraged to bring
canned goods when visiting the chamber.

The fund distribution is intended to
help the school pantries meet basic needs,
according to Echarte.

“I’m hoping that they can help fill the
pantries so that we don’t have anyone
going without in our community, espe-
cially during the holidays,” Echarte said.

Donations might be tax-deductible and
tax identification information or donation
letters are available upon request.

Echarte encouraged residents who
have not yet participated to contact the
Chamber of Commerce or networking
committee members.

“Reach out to one of us and we’ll get
you involved,” said Echarte. “It’s easy, it’s
fun and it’s rewarding.”

Local businesses and organizations that
have contributed are also invited to pro-
mote the event on social media.

For more information, visit the Dixon
Chamber of Commerce Facebook page or
call 707-678-2650. *

Congregations Share Christmas
Traditions

Continued from page 1

its holiday services. The church will host
a Christmas Candlelight Service from
10:30 a.m. to noon Dec. 21, featuring car-
oling, candle lighting and refreshments.

A Christmas Eve service is planned for 5
to 6 p.m. Dec. 24 at Pardi Plaza, 132 E.
A St. Additional details are posted at cor-
nerstoneindixon.com and are available by
calling 707-678-5234. *
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Congress Must Act Now

Ronnie Janson is a board member
of the nonprofit Golden Years Policy
Council. Courtesy photo
Commentary

by Ronnie Janson

As a professional advisor with
more than a decade of experi-
ence specializing in the financial
security of California’s elderly,
especially in rural communities,
I feel compelled to sound the
alarm on an imminent crisis that
threatens the very foundation
of long-term care in our state.

Rural Seniors Face Healthcare Crisis

Unless Congress acts swiftly,
thousands of Californians could
lose access to vital pharmaceuti-
cal services and long-term care.

This crisis stems from
impending changes to Medicare
Part D drug pricing, set to take
effect on Jan. 1, 2026. While I
support the worthy intentions of
reforms to reduce prescription
drug costs, these same reforms
unintentionally put long-term
care (LTC) pharmacies at risk.
As many as 60% of LTC phar-
macies could be forced to close
at least one of their locations
due to the new pricing model.

This could have catastrophic
consequences, especially for
rural seniors living in Butte,
Yolo, Solano, Sacramento, Yuba
and Colusa counties.

Long-term care pharmacies do
far more than fill prescriptions.
They provide a full suite of ser-
vices that no retail pharmacy
can match: 24/7/365 medication

management, patient-specific
packaging and medication deliv-
ery. Nursing homes and assisted
living facilities depend on these
pharmacies to comply with
federal requirements for safe,
timely pharmaceutical care.

Nowhere is this interdepen-
dence more critical than in
California’s rural regions. One
long-term care pharmacy might
serve dozens of facilities spread
across vast areas. If that phar-
macy were to shut its doors, the
ripple effects would be devas-
tating. Nursing homes might be
forced to close because they can
no longer meet their legal obli-
gations to residents. The result?
In California, this means that the
nearly 10,000 seniors in rural
areas with long-term care needs
are unable to access the services
they currently depend on.

More than five-million
Medicare beneficiaries rely
on long-term care and one in

four reside in a facility that
utilizes long-term care pharma-
cies. These patients are among
the most medically vulnerable:
individuals living with multiple
chronic conditions, cognitive
impairments or mobility lim-
itations. They cannot simply
switch to a local retail phar-
macy. In many cases, there isn’t
one within driving distance
and even if there were, retail
pharmacies aren’t equipped to
provide the high-level services
these patients require and only
long-term care pharmacies can
fulfill.

Fortunately, there is a solution
and time is of the essence.

H.R. 5031 (Preserving Patient
Access to Long-Term Care
Pharmacies Act), a bipartisan
bill currently before Congress,
would create a modest $30
flat fee for each Medicare Part
D drug dispensed by a long-
term care pharmacy. This fee

would offset the revenue short-
falls created by the new drug
pricing system, ensuring that
long-term care pharmacies can
continue providing essential
services. Importantly, this solu-
tion preserves drug cost savings
for seniors while stabilizing the
infrastructure required to deliver
them.

Without action, we risk trig-
gering a healthcare collapse in
California’s rural communi-
ties. We risk leaving our most
vulnerable neighbors without
access to medications, care or
the dignity they deserve in their
later years.

Pass H.R. 5031 and protect
long-term care for the seniors.

Ronnie Janson is a board
member of the nonprofit
Golden Years Policy Council,
which represents seniors and
their families in Butte, Colusa,
Sacramento, Solano, Yolo and
Yuba counties. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001636

The following persons are doing
business as: Dar Construction,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE CITY OF DIXON CITY COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DIXON CONFIRMING
THE ASSESSMENT FOR DELINQUENT TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX ACCOUNTS
AND DIRECTING A PROPERTY LIEN TO BE PLACED ON THE PARCEL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Dixon (“City”) City Council will conduct a public
hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 16, at 7:00 p.m., at Council
Chambers located at 600 East A Street, Dixon, California 95620, to receive public comment
and consider placing a lien on a parcel with delinquent transient occupancy taxes. City of Dixon
Municipal Code Section 4.06.060 provides the City the authority to collect past due transient
occupancy taxes by placing a lien in the amount of the past due balance on the delinquent
property. This process makes the past due amount subject to collection upon the sale or seizure
of the property.

The resolution to be considered will authorize the Finance Director, or her designee, to request
that the Solano County Recorder’s Office record a lien against the respective property

Notices regarding this process were mailed to all delinquent accounts prior to this hearing.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES are invited to attend the Tuesday, December 16, 2025 public
hearing to express opinions or submit evidence demonstrating that you should be exempted from
the lien process. Testimony from interested persons will be heard and considered by the City
Council prior to taking action or making any recommendation on the resolution. Upon request,
the agenda and the documents in the meeting agenda packet can be made available to persons
with a disability. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City encourages
those with disabilities to participate fully in the regular meeting process. Any person requiring
special assistance to participate in the meeting should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) or (707)
678-1489 (TTY) at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. Any person requiring
language interpretation services should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) or (707) 678-1489 (TTY) at
least seventy-two (72) hours before the meeting.

Interested individuals will be given an opportunity to speak on the above proposed action. Written
comments are also accepted prior to the meeting by mail at 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620 or
electronically by emailing Iruiz@cityofdixonca.gov. Information regarding the meeting is on file
and may be provided to interested individuals upon request. If a challenge to the above proposed
action is made in court, persons may be limited to raising only those issues they or someone else
raised at the meeting described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City
before the meeting.

Copies of the agenda packet and supporting documents will be available for public review at City
Hall, 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620, at least three (3) days before the meeting.

If you have any questions, please call the Administrative City Clerk at (707) 678-7000, ext. 1116.
BY ORDER OF THE DIXON CITY COUNCIL, KRISTIN M. JANISCH, ELECTED CITY CLERK
DATED: December 1, 2025
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226 Essex Way, Benicia, CA
94510.

Radostin  llyev and Dimitar
Skulev, 226 Essex Way, Benicia,
CA 94510.

Date filed in Solano County:
November 12, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: November 9,
2010

This Business is conducted by: A
General Partnership. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
November 11, 2030. The filing
of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Nov 21, 28, Dec 5, 12,2025

DAR 12-12-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001662
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Momentum
Wayfinder Consulting, 368 Piercy

Drive, Benicia, CA 94510.
Jennifer Anne Bonner, 368 Piercy
Drive, Benicia, CA 94510.

Date filed in Solano County
November 18, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: N/A

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name

Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
November 17, 2030. The filing
of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitous Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, 19, 2025
MOMENTUM 12-19-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025001673
The following persons are doing
business as: IC Hot Dog, 1350
Travis Boulevard, Fairfield, CA
94533
April Phyo, 1930 Grande Circle
Unit 68, Fairfield, CA 94533
Date filed in Solano County
November 19, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: November 12,
2025
This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
November 18, 2030. The filing

of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, 19, 2025

HOT 12-19-25

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDERTO
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #CU25-09592
James Matthew Gonzales-Harris.
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as fol-
lows: James Matthew Gonzales-
Harris to James Matthew Harris
THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the peti-
tion without a hearing. December
24, 2025, 9:00 a.m. Department
3, Room 3, Superior Court of
California, County of Solano, Old
Solano Court House, 580 Texas
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court:
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: November 7, 2025
Publish: Nov 21, 28, Dec 5, 12, 2025
HARRIS 12-12-25
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CITY OF DIXON e

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the City of Dixon will receive Statements of Qualifications (“Pre-qualification
Questionnaire” or “Questionnaire”) for:

GENERAL CONTRACTOR SERVICES FOR:
DIXON POLICE DEPARTMENT, SECOND STORY EXPANSION
PROJECT #420-103

LOCATION OF WORK: 201 W A St, Dixon, CA 95620, Solano County.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The City of Dixon seeks to pre-qualify General Contractors
(“Contractors”) for the construction of the Dixon Police Department, Second Story Expansion
(“Project”), and hereby invites sealed pre-qualification submittals from licensed Contractors.

Notice is hereby given that the City of Dixon has determined that Contractor(s) bidders on this
Project must be pre-qualified prior to submitting a bid on this Project. The pre-qualification evaluation
is solely for the purpose of determining which Contractors are deemed qualified to successfully
construct the Project.

Only Contractors in possession of a valid Class A or B Contractor’s license are allowed to bid on
the Project.

It is mandatory that all Contractors who intend to submit a bid fully complete the pre-qualification
questionnaire, provide all requested materials, and be approved by the City of Dixon to be on the
final qualified bidders list.

FILING OF SUBMITTALS DUE: on or before 3:00 PM, Wednesday, December 17, 2025

There will not be a pre-submittal meeting.

Questions regarding any part of the pre-qualification questionnaire must be submitted in writing
via e-mail to Andrew MacDonald, P.E., Consultant Engineer, at amacdonald @ cityofdixonca.gov.

All written requests for questionnaire clarifications must be received no later than 2:00 p.m.
on December 9, 2025.

A copy of the Request, Questionnaire, and all required materials may be obtained by
logging on www.blueprintexpress.com/dixon or by calling BPXpress Reprographics at
(707) 745-3593.

All contractors must submit their questionnaire and provide all requested materials online
through the BPXpress bid portal to be considered responsive.

It is the sole responsibility of the Contractor to ensure that the questionnaire is received prior to the
specified time and date.

Each questionnaire and requested materials must be submitted using the City of Dixon forms provided.
Submittals may be withdrawn at any time prior to 3:00 p.m. on December 17, 2025.

A City of Dixon business license is required prior to awarding the project.
CONTRACTOR'’S LICENSE AND CERTIFICATION OF WORKERS:

All Contractors shall be licensed under the provisions of the Business and Professions Code to do
the type of work contemplated in the Project. In accordance with Public Contract Code section 3300,
the City has determined that a Class A or B State contractor’s license is required for this project.

In addition, the Contractor shall ensure that all workers, including workers employed by
subcontractors, are properly trained and certified for the type of work they are performing
throughout the term of the project.

LABOR CODE REQUIREMENTS:

Pursuant to Section 1770 et seq. of the California Labor Code, the successful bidder and all
subcontractors shall pay no less than the rate of per diem wages as determined by the Director
of the California Department of Industrial Relations. The prevailing rate and scale of wages of
this contract is the determination made by the Director of Industrial Relations as applicable to
Solano County. A copy of the Determination is on file at the office of the City Clerk.

The Contractor shall, in the performance of the work and improvements, conform to the Labor
Code of the State of California and other laws of the State of California applicable hereto.

Pursuant to Section 1770 et seq. of the California Labor Code, the daily penalty for failure to
comply with prevailing wage should be an amount not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200).
Additionally, the minimum penalty on each calendar day, for each worker paid less than the
prevailing wage rate, may not be less than forty dollars ($40), and eighty dollars ($80) if the
contractor or subcontractor has been assessed a penalty within the previous three years
for failing to meet its prevailing wage obligations on a separate contract. A willful prevailing
wage violation shall be assessed a penalty of between thirty dollars ($30) and one hundred
twenty dollars ($120).

The work covered by this agreement is a “public work” as that term is defined in California
Labor Code, Division 2, Part 7, and Chapter 1. Bidders are advised that if they intend to use
a craft or classification not shown on the general wage determination, they shall be required
to pay the wage rate of that craft or classification most clearly related to it, as shown in the
determinations.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT:

The City of Dixon is committed to the principle of equal employment opportunity and values diversity
among all our team members. The City does not discriminate in employment decisions on the basis
of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, veteran status, disability, age, marital
status, medical condition, or any other legally protected status. We welcome and encourage you
to assign your qualified minority, female, veteran, and disabled clients to meet our staffing needs.
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats by Jeff Pickering
THE WEATHER | 15 1TRANING EN WORSE.-
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by Dave T. Phipps E

GUYS, WE AGREE THERE'S T0O
MUGH FUSS OVER POLITICS, SO |
CLAIM THIS FARM DEMOCRAT.

RH GEEZ, THE LIVESTOCK MUST BE
DERATING POLITICS AGAIN. THE
MUDSLINGING HAS COMMENCED.

You CAN'T BE SERIOUS!
YOUR POLICIES ARE S0
OUTDATED AND SILLY.

HOLD ON MISTER, SOME
COWS AND US CHICKENS
LEAN MORE REPUBLICAN!

by Gary Kopervas

B USTER AsKks

SANTA CLAUS FOR
THE SAME THING

BVERY CHRISTMAS
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| FEELS LIKE
THERE'S SOMETHIN
| NEEDS TDO ToDax.
AH, WELL. AINTSK
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IT'S NOT FuN
IF POPEYE

DOESHT TRY
e To SToP ME.

et

WHY D8 WANNA
CHEER Him up?

21 | FEEL LIKE '™ poT B GOTTA Go To THE BAKERY
EI THE OnLY OWE WHO'S | AND PICK UP HIS FAVORITE

.. JOULL GET THROWN

[F YoU GO IN WITH
RIGHT OUT OF THE

THOSEMUPTY FEET

(Erhlonn Amarica Syreicate, . World rghts resenved. W’\

“All the good jobs are being outsourced,
but yours are safe.”

OH, SORRY, WAS
| SNORING?
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Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « DISNEY CHARACTERS

CLUES

ACROSS

1. Imperfections

6. Part of T.G.L.F.

9. Stark daughter on
“Game of Thrones”

13. Kind of print, for
short

14. Hula dancer’s
flowers

15. Kitchen tear-jerker
16. Viva voce

17. Draft beer container
18. Confused

19. *Irreverent Disney
nanny

21. *Scar’s older brother
23. Famous T-Rex

24. Gardening tool

25. Louisville Slugger
28. Stallion’s mate

30. Famous ciphering
machine

35. D'Artagnan’s weap-
on of choice

37. Essence

39. Gloomy and drab
40. Containing limestone
41. Scrawny one

43. Purse to match a
gown

44. Spot for boutonniere
46. John Oates’ partner
Daryl

47. Prepare for a rainy
day

48. Catch in a snare

50. RapperLL____J
52.___ Aviv

53. Wholly engrossed
55. Call to Bo Peep

57. *Shere Khan's sworn
enemy

60. *Marie’s and Tou-
louse’s younger brother
64. Beneficiary

65. Opposite of nothing
67. Pancho's last name
68. Weasel's aquatic
cousin

69. “New" prefix

70. *Like lago in “Alla-
din” or Laddy Kluck in
“Robin Hood”

71. Karate blow

72. Not safe in baseball
73. Like salad greens

DOWN

1. Part of an envelope

2. *Nani Pelekai's little
sister and new pet owner
3. At the summit of

4. Beats, slangily

5. Hypertension sufferer’s
dietary concern

6. Sorts

7. Driver’s aid

8. Fraternity letter

9. Dwarf buffalo

10. Oil field structures
11. Moving meditation
practice

12.“____ daynow”

15. Hurt or upset

20. Some tides

22. Israel Kamakawi-
wo'ole’s strings

24. Take back

25. *Beast's love interest
26. Bee-related

27. Act like a siren

29. Macaulay Culkin's
“Richie "

31. Wraths

32. Gain access to (2
words)

33. Shade of violet

34. *a.k.a Little Mermaid

CROSSWORD
7

Off First Month
of New Service!
L DE: GZ590

Consumer Cellular Inc, For promo delals please call B88-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

36. Ogler

38. Angel's headgear

42. Geography class prop
45."____ thanlife”

49. Chum

51. Immature, as an unde-

veloped insect

54. Baby grand

56. Full of pep

57. It's drawn to light
58.“I'm ___ you!”

59. Shed tears

60. Soak some ink

61. Hipbones
62.*"1am____,and | like
warm hugs”

63. Goofy or silly

64. *Leader of the seven
dwarfs

66. Romanian money

[ 2L call today and receive ax.“"'&‘@g%
*— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE ™
| o PLUS $1600 OFF
FefYS
RATEWSTEE 1-855-576-5653
e g o ot e o procr S A e A B i e T oo SR
6 9
1 715|4
2 5 6
6|4 812
7
813 6|1
3 4 9
716]8 4
2 5

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING

PROPANE

FLOORING

S &Y Cleaning Services

Weekly - Bi-Weekly - Monthly - One Time
Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs

Lots of References on Request
Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

FREE ESTIMATES

We live where you live

We understand your propane service needs.
WE ARE

& Pro-Gas

ALLIED PROPANE

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

RobL@alliedprogas.com

fMI‘o

-P-lease call for o free
in-home estimatel
QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE
Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More
1690 N. Lincoln Street « Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385

houseoffloors@att.net « www.houseoffloors.org

PREGNANCY

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

P
MPG a1 s today at 9167731111

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!
All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice
Q Facebook: @DIVMPG8

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Are You a Pro'?

Classified
Advertising

V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000

Get the
word out!

Health/Wellness

XOSIALX — Get Social. Be
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is

Landscaping/
Maintenance

We

i f -~ - RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
original miles. Must take - ﬂ redefining energy for every- )

Sell Your Stuff! |  whole car. Transmission is no "B | one. It provides an authentic, Ellélfbsﬂﬁﬁlgg\t(i%A%armm
good. $500 or best offer. Call ~14 | tter-free boost that appeals to uppﬂr automatic) installation or re-

) -742- - ) i - ! !
ReaCh 1000 S ggge?“z 9144 and leave m(?FsN) Advertise in the Classiﬁgds ggt?arr?g l#]egsgnﬁ]%yrgg; lF]:VSe pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
Call 916-773-1111 avoided them due to artificial sonary (walls & columns), re-
; f taining walls; fence installation
of Readers - an ingredients or harsh effects. . e installation
Adbvertise in your FREE TO JOIN. www.cander- (wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron);
k! . H A P | GOT LOCAL son.xosialx.com N P g, mowing, edging,
Every Week! local community ire ro! clean-up, hauling; pruning (all
NEWS? kinds of fruit or shade trees);

3 I
o Mllltar tree removal, rock, bark or
M m sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098.
(TFN)

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Call
(916) 773-1111

916-773-1111

We are your neighbors

nextdoor

@ In de”ffé'nden/tr Voice Messenger Publishing Group

Stop by for a visit 0 Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
nextdoor.com/page/dixon-independent-voice )

Buy and Shop Local!

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

www.IndependentVoice.com

B ndeséndent Voice

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1993

Itis the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.
The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to:
Dixon Independent Voice
100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).

Main Office Address: 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

)
MPG

Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Dixon Independent Voice
is a member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher.” If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE
DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE

CALL 916-773-1111
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Community Calendar

Ongoing Activities:

Alcoholics Anonymous
— If you want to drink,
that’s your business. If you
want to stop drinking, we
can help. Call Alcoholics
Anonymous at 800-970-
9040 for either local
meeting information or to
speak to someone.

American Legion
Dinners — Every Friday
night at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 1305 N.
First St. Prices range from
$12 to $17 depending on
menu. Live music every
Friday. Live band first and
third Fridays.

Bingo — Is played every
Monday and Wednesday
at the Senior/Multi-Use
Center, 201 S. 5th St.,
beginning at 12 p.m. Call
707-678-7022 for more
information.

Friendship Services
of Solano County — Do
you spend a lot of time
alone? Would you like a
telephone companion?
Call Friendship Service
at 707-644-9062 x242 or
707-644-8909 and ask
Cyndi about becoming
a client. It’s free. A pro-
gram of Catholic Social
Services. A provider of the
Napa-Solano Area Agency
on Aging. Email: friend-
ship@csssolano.org.

Meals on Wheels —
Homebound seniors can
receive meals delivered
to their homes by call-
ing 707-425-0638. Lunch
also served at the Dixon
Senior Center, 201 South
5th St. at 11:30 a.m. M-F.
Reservations required —
call 707-425-0638 one day
in advance.

Regular Meetings:

Al-Anon - Family
and friends of alcoholics
can get support through
Al-Anon, which meets
Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m.
at the United Methodist
Church, 209 N. Jefferson
St.

American Legion —
Dixon Post 208 meets
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
at the Veterans Memorial
Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For
information, call 707-678-
6308. Also visit us online
at www.dixonveterans.org/
Legion.

Early and Late Navel Orange Varieties
Spread Out Harvest

California’s iconic navel orange—a
signature citrus fruit for the fresh mar-
ket—arrived in produce aisles right on
time this year. Picking started Oct. 9 in
Kern County, historically the first region
to begin navel orange harvest. “Absence
of a late summer heat wave and cooler
October weather helped the crop reach
maturity at the normal time,” said Matt
Watkins of Bee Sweet Citrus, a grower,
packer and shipper in Fresno County.
As fruit color and maturity develop, har-
vest will accelerate and move north to
other counties. Navel oranges are har-
vested from fall through spring and may
continue into the summer, depending on
markets and fruit quality. Early and late
varieties help spread out the harvest sea-
son, giving growers an opportunity to hit
markets when prices are good.

Farm Tech Focuses on Robotic
Weeding in Vegetables
Weeding robots have emerged as a
key focus of autonomous farm tech-
nology as growers seek solutions for
costly and labor-intensive tasks. One
model, which was displayed at the
2025 FIRA USA agricultural tech-
nology conference last month in
Woodland, is the SharpShooter system
from Hayward-based Verdant Robotics.
The SharpShooter is a tractor attach-
ment that uses artificial intelligence
to identify weeds and deliver precise,
controlled sprays without hurting the

American Legion
Auxiliary — Dixon Post
208 meets at 6 p.m. on the
first Wednesday of each
month at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 1305 N.
First St.. For informa-
tion, contact Pat Holland
(President) at 707-678-
3685 or Leah Marlin (Vice
President) at 530-304-
5385. Visit us online at
www.dixonveterans.org/
Legion.

Anderson PTO -
Meets monthly at 7 p.m.
at Anderson Elementary
School, 415 East C St.
Email andersonroadrun-
nerspto@gmail.com for
dates.

Bids For Kids — Is a
volunteer organization cre-
ated to promote and foster
youth participation in agri-
culture. Anyone interested
in this endeavor is wel-
come and encouraged to
attend our monthly meet-
ing. Meetings are held
every third Thursday
of the month. For more
information, please con-
tact secretary, Lisa Dage
at 707-246-5623, fived-
ages@sbcglobal.net or
president, James Fuller at
916-952-0167, jamesk-
fuller@yahoo.com.

Boy Scout Troop 152 —
Meets Tuesdays, 7 to 8:30
p-m., in the Social Hall at
United Methodist Church,
209 North Jefferson.
Scouts is for boys 11 to
18 years old. Contact
Matt at 707-685-1750 or
email scoutmaster@troop-
152dixon.com for more
information. Check us
out on the web @ troop-
152dixon.com."

Chief Solano Kennel
Club, Inc. meetings —
at 7:30 p.m. on the first
Thursday at the Elmira
Fire Station. Call Linda
at phone below to RSVP.
Open to everyone. No
July meeting. For info call
446-7492 or visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.
org.

Chief Solano Kennel
Club, Inc. classes —
Puppy Socialization 6:20
to 6:50 p.m. (4 to 12 mos),
Beginning Obedience 7 to
7:40 p.m. (4 mos & older)
indoor training classes on
Wednesdays at the Elmira
Fire Station, as well as

Conformation classes
at 7:50 to 8:30 p.m. for
those who show dogs or
are interested in show-
ing their dogs. Classes
are open to everyone and
their canine companions.
Classes are not appropri-
ate for aggression issues.
Discounts for Seniors 55
and over, Juniors under
16, and those who have
adopted a dog from the
Humane Society, a breed
rescue group, or your
local shelter. Bring adop-
tion certificate when
you register. Visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.
org.

CITY OF DIXON:
The following meetings
are held in the Council
Chamber at 600 East A St.
The agendas are available
before meetings at www.
ci.dixon.ca.us. For further
information, call 707-678-
7000 and ask for the City
Clerk’s office, Planning
Dept., Parks & Recreation
Dept., or Transportation
Dept.

City Council — Meets
on the first and third
Tuesdays of every
month at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission
— Meets the second
Tuesday of every month
at 7 p.m.

Parks & Recreation
Commission — Meets
the fourth Tuesday of
every month at 7 p.m.

Transportation
Advisory Commission
— Meets the third
Wednesday of every
EVEN month at 7 p.m.

Dixon Adult Literacy
Program — Solano County
Library Adult Literacy
Services is seeking vol-
unteers to help an adult
with their reading, writ-
ing, or English-speaking
skills at the Dixon Public
Library. No experience
necessary, flexible hours.
All training and materi-
als are provided. Contact:
Literacy@solanocounty.
com or 707-784-1526.

Dixon Boat Club -
Meets first Thursday of
the month. For more infor-
mation, call Butch at
707-678-3622.

Dixon Downtown
Business Association

cash crop. “We’re delivering millili-
ter streams of liquid onto the weed,”
said Chad Yagow, Verdant’s director
of agronomy and industry relations.
“If you think about a hypodermic nee-
dle, if you press that plunger, that little
stream of liquid that’s coming out—
that’s what we’re doing every time that
we take a shot.”

State Vet Reflects on Her Work
as Animal Health Chief

California State Veterinarian Annette
Jones, who is set to retire at the end
of the year, reflected in a recent Ag
Alert® column on her nearly 20 years
as the state’s chief animal health official.
Though she has dealt with numerous ani-
mal disease outbreaks during her time at
the California Department of Food and
Agriculture, she said her career’s biggest
challenge was the most recent outbreak
of highly pathogenic bird flu, which
began in 2022 and escalated each year
thereafter. “The virus exploded through
dairies and poultry flocks last winter
despite efforts to reduce impacts, test-
ing the resilience of our farmers and staff
like no other outbreak has,” Jones said.
“While the disease impacts are distress-
ing, it is rewarding to wrap up my career
with a renewed appreciation for how pro-
active our producers and processors can
be.” Looking ahead, she said she hopes
“the spirit of cooperation continues as
California farmers and ranchers face new
threats and that we keep focusing on get-
ting the job done with mutual respect.” %

— Dedicated to enhancing
the business environment
and promoting the revi-
talization of downtown
Dixon as the cultural cen-
ter of the community.
Merchant meetings are
held on the first Thursday
of the month at various
locations. Log onto www.
downtowndixonca.com,
email DDROAC@yahoo.
com, or call 707-678-8400
for more information.

Dixon Game &
Conservation Club
— Meetings on second
Monday of the month at
6:30 p.m. at the Game
Club Building on East
Mayes. For more informa-
tion, contact John Kett at
916-284-4683.

Dixon Historical
Society — Meets quarterly
on the third Sunday of
Feb., Apr., Aug., and Oct.
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Dixon United Methodist
Church Social Hall located
at 209 N. Jefferson St. in
Dixon. Meetings include
a historical representa-
tion and announcements
of upcoming events.
Anyone interested in the
history of Dixon, and its
surrounding areas, is wel-
come! You do not need
to be a member to attend,
and all presentations
are free to the commu-
nity. The Dixon History
Museum is open for vis-
its, Thursdays 11 a.m. to
4 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and Saturdays
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For fur-
ther information, please
contact us at www.dix-
onhistoricalsociety.org.
Email dhs.dixonhistori-
calsociety@gmail.com, or
call 707-693-3044.

Dixon Kiwanis Club
— an International civic
organization serving
the community through
enhancing children’s
lives meets on the fourth
Monday of each month
at the Dixon Chamber of
Commerce Conference
Room. Call Kristin Janisch
at 918-840-0785 for more
information.

Dixon Lions Club —
Since 1954, the Dixon
Lions Club is a group of
local people who identify
needs within our Dixon
community and work
together to fulfill those
needs. Internationally
our 45,867 clubs & more
than 1,347,322 mem-
bers make us the world’s
largest service club orga-
nization. We meet first/
third Wednesdays at Bud’s
Pub & Grill from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Website: http://
e-clubhouse.org/sites/
dixonca. Facebook page:
Dixon Lions Club.

Dixon Rotary
Club — Meets on most
Wednesdays at noon at
The Creative Space, 160
West A. St., Dixon. Rotary
is the world’s first and
oldest service club orga-
nization with over 1.4
million members working
locally and internation-
ally to improve health and
sanitation, combat hunger,
provide education, and
promote peace. For more
information and meet-
ing confirmation, contact
Rotary President Marlene
Vega at 707-678-9368.

Dixon Scottish
Cultural Association
— Open to anyone who
is interested in celebrat-
ing Scottish culture.
Meetings are on the third
Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the American
Legion Hall, 1305 N. First
St. For details, visit https://
scotsindixon.us/.

Dixon Senior Club —
Meets the second Tuesday
of each month from 11
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the

Dixon Senior Multi-Use
Center, 201 S. Fifth St. For
more info, call 678-7022.

Dixon Toastmasters/
Public Speaking Club —
Need to speak in front of
people? Want to improve
your communication
skills? Want to have fun
learning? Check us out!
We meet Mondays at 7
p.m. at the Living Hope
Church. For more info,
call or text Lynda Mendez
at 530-665-0948 or Rose
Cooke at 707-297-0918.

Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club
— From September
through May of each
year, the Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club dedi-
cated to the betterment of
Dixon, meets on the third
Wednesday of the month
for stimulating presen-
tations, activities, and
friendships. Meetings
are held at the Dixon
United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall.

Dixon Youth Soccer
Board Meetings — The
board will meet the third
Tuesday of each month,
except for December, at
the Sutter West Medical
Center Conference Room,
at 7 p.m.

Domestic Violence
Support Group -
Thursdays from 10 to 11
a.m. at SafeQuest Solano,
1234 Empire St., Fairfield.
Info 707-422-7345.

Dry Dock - This
Alcoholics Anonymous
group meets Mondays,
7 to 8:30 p.m. and
Saturdays, 10 to 11 a.m.
at Dixon United Methodist
Church, corner of B and
N. Jefferson St.

Fairfield/Suisun Bass
Reapers — Meets first
Tuesday of each month at
RoundTable Pizza, 5085
Business Center Drive,
Fairfield. For more info,
call 707-429-3239.

Friends of the Dixon
Public Library — Meets at
the library on the second
Tuesday of the month at
5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 707-624-0144.

Gretchen Higgins
Parent Teacher
Organization — We meet
the second Monday of
each month in the library
at our school. Email
ohpto1525@gmail.com
for more information.

Independent Order of
Oddfellows Montezuma
Lodge #172 — Meets at
6 p.m. on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the
month at 111 West A.
St., Dixon above Bud’s.
For more info, call Jason
530-400-0281 or Ed
916-837-6865.

Lambtown Committee
— Meets third Monday
each month at 6 p.m. at
Veteran’s Hall. Email John
Knight at johnknightpto@
gmail.com

Living With Cancer
— Support Group for peo-
ple who have or have had
cancer meets the first,
third, and fifth Tuesday
of every month, 7 to 8:30
p-m., in the Dining confer-
ence room at Woodland
Memorial Hospital,
1325 Cottonwood St.,
Woodland. Free.

Narcotics Anonymous
— Open meetings are held
every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. at Dixon
United Methodist, 209 N.
Jefferson St. (Corner of
West B and N. Jefferson).
For helpline information
and other meetings, go to
www.napasolanona.org.

Northern Solano
Democratic Club
(NSDC) — Meets on the
second Monday of the

month at 7 p.m. at IBEW,
30 Orange Tree Circle,
Vacaville (behind Home
Depot). For more informa-
tion, contact Jeanie White
615-260-7896 or email
pres.nsdc@gmail.com.
Visit our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/
northernsolanodems/.

NSDC Democrats in
Action — Monthly lunch
meeting is every fourth
Thursday at noon at Fuso
Italian Restaurant at 535
Main St., Vacaville. Meet
to discuss actions that can
be taken towards local,
state, and national politi-
cal issues. See above for
contacts.

Promises AA Group —
Meets Fridays at 7:30 p.m.
at the United Methodist
Church, 209 N. Jefferson
St.

Sexual Assault Support
Group — Tuesdays from
6 to 7 p.m. at SafeQuest
Solano, 1234 Empire
St., Fairfield. Info
707-422-7345.

Solano County Mental
Health Education -
Monthly presentations on
various topics will be held
on the fourth Thursday of
each month from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at 2101 Courage
Dr., Fairfield. Call Rachel
Ford at 707-784-8362
for more information and
monthly topic.

Sons of the American
Legion — Meet every sec-
ond Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the
Dixon American Legion
Post 208 Hall. For infor-

mation, call Wayne
Holland at 707-301-0941.
Soroptimist

International of Dixon
— Meets Thursdays at
noon at the Dixon United
Methodist Church (20 N.
Jefferson). Call President
Barbara Rigdon at
408-306-7390. Mail:
P.O. Box 472, Dixon, CA
95620.

36th District
Agricultural Assn. —
Board of Directors meet
the second Wednesday of
each month, 6 p.m. in the
board room located at 655
S. First St. (Dixon May
Fair)

Tremont Teachers and
Parents Association —
Meets the second Tuesday
of every month at 6:30
p.m. in the Tremont
School. For more informa-
tion contact 678-9533.

Toastmasters — Meets
every other Monday from
7 to 8 p.m. Contact Lynda
Mendez at 530-665-0948
or email her at mende-
zlynda55@yahoo.com

Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) — Dixon
Post 8151 meets at 7 p.m.
on the third Wednesday
of each month at the
Olde Vets Hall, 231 N.
First St. For information,
contact Cecil Dennings
(Commander) at 209-
395-8019. Also visit us
online at m.facebook.com/
DixonVFW.

Young Ladies Institute
of Dixon — Meets the
third Thursday of the
month at St. Peter’s
Parish Hall, 105 S. 2nd
St. All Catholic women
are invited to attend.
For more information,
call Virginia Fletcher at
678-5145. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

Will the real Sacramento Kings please
stand up. Yes, Kings fans, it’s been a conun-
drum to say the least, and in spite of a 5 and
16 record to start the season, bright spots
have actually surfaced.

Stuck with 3 paltry wins just one week
ago, the Sactown boys went into the city of
Denver, and handed the first place Nuggets
a surprising 128-123 defeat. Perhaps
equally surprising was the 117-112 win
over the Timberwolves just 2 nights later
before a roaring crowd at Golden One
Center. Both victories came with big man
Domantas Sabonis sidelined with a knee
injury, leaving fans and pundits wondering
what can these guys do if they play like this
at full strength?

Well, that’s certainly a good question, but
we can all remember what the team looked
like 3 seasons ago when Domantas arrived
in Sacramento and led the Kings to 48 wins
and a playoff berth. That team led the NBA
in scoring but also had a vaunted point
guard by the name of DeArron Fox.

I think it’s important to take a closer look
at these back-to-back wins that the Kings
recently put together and try to find a com-
mon thread. It’s actually very obvious. In
both wins the Kings shot remarkably well
from the free throw line, something that has
been seemingly impossible for this team
to do. Against the Nuggets the Kings went
22-23 missing amazingly only one shot the
entire night. Two nights later against the
Timberwolves the Kings went 26-28 from
the line missing only 2 shots.

Now compare that with Sunday night’s
game against the Grizzlies. 59% from the
free throw line in a tight game converting
on only 13 of 22 attempts ina 115-107 loss.

Unfortunately, the game against the
Grizzlies has been the pattern we’ve seen
all too often when the Kings put together
that alarming 8-games losing streak.

So, even with Domantas Sabonis side-
lined, the Kings are capable of taking
down some of the best teams in the NBA,
but making their free throws is absolutely
critical!

Unfortunately, the Kings are among the
worst shooting NBA teams when it comes
to free throws, and as we’ve seen, if wins
are to come that pattern has to change.

Doug Christie can talk all he wants to

SACRAMENTO

KINGS
=

about defense and playing for 48 minutes,
but if his team can’t convert from the line
the stats don’t lie.

But the Sacramento Kings can only play
the players on the court, and this year’s
pattern of substitutions has been a head
scratcher. Last year’s first round draft
choice Devin Carter has been all but forgot-
ten as he sits game after game on the pines.
A solid defender, good rebounder, and effi-
cient scorer around the rim, Devin appears
not to be in the Kings future and fans want
to know why.

The coaching staff talks about a youth
movement while second year player Isaac
Jones was recently cut from the team. 6°9”
with a huge wingspan, Isaac was scooped
up by the first place Detroit Pisons almost
immediately, and it won’t surprise me to
see them utilize Jones moving forward.

The number 1 problem has been iden-
tified and it’s the inability to shoot free
throws with any consistency, but what is
#2?

The coaching staff and entire franchise
can’t evaluate talent! Drafting talent over
the years, and talent that resides already on
the team.

Allowing Jonas Valanciunas to get away
was a huge mistake, and one that has bene-
fited the Denver Nuggets greatly.

No one could see or even imagine a
Kings team with Domantas at the #4 and
moving Valanciunas to the #5.

Any way you look at it, the Kings shot
themselves in the foot when they let Jonas
walk away.

Defensive standout Keon Ellis is getting
less and less playing time, logging all of
6 minutes in the loss to the Grizzlies, and
fans attending home games have taken to
collectively calling, “we want Keon, we
want Keon!”

This is not a good look, but it begs the
question, why? Why do fans have to beg
the coach to play a player that could obvi-
ously help the team?

Player evaluation, it’s as simple as that.

Don'’t put all the blame for a 5-16 record
solely on the players and give the coaching
staff a pass.

All the best!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

New Studies Gives Lowdown

DR: UNIVERSE

Dr. Universe: Can Humans
Live in Space for a Month?

-Maya, 11, Seattle

Dear Maya,

I mostly keep all four paws
on the ground. It’s hard to
imagine living out in space.

I asked my friend Erica
Crespi  about it. She’s a
biologist at Washington State
University. She studies how
animals tolerate stressors
faced in the environment—
including how humans can
live and thrive in space.

Crespi told me that Valeri
Vladimirovich Polyakov
lived on the Mir Space Station
for 437 days and 18 hours in
the 1990s. So far, that’s the
record for living in space.

Polyakov’s job was to test
the effects of a long space
flight—like maybe a trip to
Mars. He handled the stress
super well. The hardest parts
were the first few weeks in
space and back on Earth.

But living away from Earth
is no easy mission.

“Our species evolved for
life on Earth,” Crespi said.
“The stressors there are
different from what we grow
up with here.”

On Earth, gravity pulls
us toward the center of the
planet. It’s why our feet
stay on the ground. It’s why
our muscles and bones are
strong. When we walk or
run, we work against the tug
of gravity.

There’s almost no gravity
in space. Astronauts float.
That sounds fun, but without
gravity, muscles shrink and
bones weaken. Astronauts
exercise about two hours
every day to make up for it.

Low gravity even affects

Here's Russian cosmonaut Polya-
kov peeking out of the Mir core
module in 1995. The module was
meeting up with NASA's space
shuttle Discovery. Polyakov had
been in space for over a year at
this point. Courtesy photo

what’s going on inside the
body. An astronaut’s heart
works hard to move their
blood around like usual.
Some astronauts say that
causes sinus pressure—kind
of like having a cold all
the time.

Crespi told me her research
group wants to know how
space affects the microbes
inside astronauts. Those
microbes help us digest food,
make vitamins and fight
off sickness. Low gravity
and other stressors in space
may make things harder for
them, too.

Another  problem  is
radiation. That’s energy from
the sun and other places
inside and outside our solar
system. Too much radiation
can make us sick or cause
serious  health  problems.
Earth’s atmosphere protects
us from that. Spacecraft must
be carefully built to shield
astronauts.

Astronauts also don’t have

trees or oceans to recycle
air and water. They rely on
machines to do those jobs,
and to deal with space dust
and extreme temperature.

Then there are the emotional
challenges. Astronauts live in
small, enclosed spaces. They
can’t step outside to feel the
breeze. They don’t have the
familiar sights, sounds or
smells of home. They miss
their families and friends.

Even the sleep schedule
in space is tricky. The space
station orbits the Earth
quickly. Outside its windows,
the sun rises and sets every
45 minutes. Astronauts use
lights and curtains to mimic
the light-and-dark schedule
on Earth.

But Crespi is optimistic that
we’ll figure out how to keep
humans happy and healthy in
space. Right now, scientists
are developing sensors to
monitor  astronaut health.
They’re figuring out how
to grow plants in space and
recycle water more efficiently.

If we could farm in space,
astronauts would have fresh,
familiar foods. Those plants
could recycle air and water.
Plus, it feels good to be
around plants.

Once more people—and
maybe even cats—can stay in
space longer, it would be less
lonely for everyone. Maybe it
would feel like visiting a little
town in a space station.

That would help keep
humans grounded while they
reach for the stars.

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe
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By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

We Californians know, or
should know, that while liv-
ing in this state has many
positive aspects, we are
paying through the nose for
the experience.

A flurry of recent stud-
ies drives home how deeply
California residents must dig
to meet costs of living that
are either at or near the high-
est of any state.

One comes from the
Legislative Analyst’s Office,
the Legislature’s advisor on
the state budget, delving into
the astronomic costs of buy-
ing a home.

The LAO study found
“California home prices far
exceed the rest of the coun-
try.” Mid-tier homes, those
roughly in the middle of the
price range, are more than
twice as expensive as the
typical mid-tier home else-
where in the U.S. Monthly
payments for such homes run
about $5,500 in California,
74% more than what they
were 25 years ago.

The study also found that
the annual household income
needed to qualify for a mort-
gage on a mid-tier California
home in September was
about $221,000 — more
than two times the median

higher than median house-
hold income was in 2024.

The data illustrate why
California has the second
lowest rate of home owner-
ship in the nation. Just 55.3%
of Californians live in homes
they or their families own,
slightly higher than New
York’s ownership rate.

It’s not surprising that
hundreds of thousands of
California residents, unable
to aspire to home owner-
ship, have decamped for
more affordable states, such
as Texas, where home prices
are a fraction of California’s.

Those who do migrate
to other states find not only
are houses much less expen-
sive but fuel for their cars
and utilities to light, heat and
cool their homes are mark-
edly less expensive.

The Center for Jobs &
the Economy, an offshoot
of the California Business
Roundtable, continuously
monitors energy costs in
California and other states.
Its latest report says gasoline,
averaging $4.64 a gallon
in California, is as much as
$1.50 a gallon higher than
in Texas and other states.
California’s electrical power
rates are roughly twice
as high.

Another take on California
living costs comes from the
Transparency Foundation,
a conservative economic
think tank.

It gathered a wide variety
of factors and calculated liv-
ing costs for an upper-middle
class California family with
a $130,000 annual income. It
concluded the family would
pay $29,753 more per year

on California’s Sky-High Living Costs

being unfairly punished by
the bad policies imposed
on them by their politicians
— and they are literally pay-
ing the price for it,” Dave
McCulloch, the foundation’s
chairman, said in a statement
about the report.

A new poll by the Public
Policy Institute of California
confirms that Californians
worry about living costs.
Nearly a third of those polled
said they, or someone in their
household, have reduced
food purchases to save
money.

The California Farm
Bureau revealed that a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dinner
for 10 people will cost a
California family $72.61,
well above the national aver-
age of $55.18.

Finally, there’s a new
report from WalletHub,
a website devoted to per-
sonal finance, implying that
Californians are taking on
more debt to pay their rising
bills.

In this year’s third quarter
— July through September
— the average California
household added $880 in
new debt, increasing the total
owed to $259,773, second
only to residents of Hawaii.

All together, Californians’
personal debt increased
by $11.8 billion during
the quarter.

Now it’s nearly $3.2 tril-
lion, just a bit lower than
their $3.6 trillion in annual
personal income.

A truly staggering
number.

Dan Walters is one of
the most decorated and
widely syndicated colum-
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Ph.D. Candidates Discuss Blue Orchard Bee Research

By Kathy Keatley Garvey,
UC Davis Department

of Entomology

and Nematology

YOLO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Lexie
Martin and Abigail Lehner,
two doctoral candidates in the
University of California, Davis
Department of Entomology and
Nematology, presented their
research at the Orchard Bee
Association’s recent annual meet-
ing at Woodinville, Washington.

Martin of the lab of commu-
nity ecologist Rachel Vannette,
professor and vice chair of
the department, presented her
talk on “A Sequence- and Lab-
Based Approach to Investigate
Chalkbrood Disease Infection
across the Western Range of Blue
Orchard Bees (Osmia lignaria).”

Lehner of the lab of Professor
Neal Williams, pollination ecol-
ogist, discussed “What Three
Years of Longitudinal Monitoring
at Osmia Nests Have Revealed
About Houdini Fly Parasitism.”
Lehner was also elected the
Orchard Bee Association treasurer.

This was their third year
of giving presentations to the
organization.

In her talk, Martin said that
“Pathogen infection is a signifi-
cant contributor to mortality and
decreased fitness in many bees.
Though much research has been
done to understand diseases in
commercially-managed social bee
species, much less has been done
to understand infection in solitary
bees.”

“In particular, there has been
concern for spillover of diseases
from managed bee species to wild
bee species, which could lead to
further population declines of our
native bees,” Martin said.

“As a result,” Martin contin-
ued, “it is critical to understand
the variation in pathogen strains
that can infect solitary bees and if
pathogen strains can jump between
bee host-species. In this study, we
use a multi-method approach to
investigate one, the variation in
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Lexie Martin is a doctoral candidate
in the University of California, Davis
Department of Entomology and
Nematology. Courtesy photo
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A blue orchard bee, Osmia lignaria, collects pollen. Photo by Kathy Keatley Garvey

Abigail Lehner, a doctoral candidate
in the University of California, Davis
Department of Entomology and
Nematology. Courtesy photo

blue orchard bees.”

It is unknown how chalkbrood
strains vary within blue orchard
bees and more broadly across
bee species, and which strains

are infective in blue orchard bees,
according to Martin, and this proj-
ect will have a significant positive
contribution to a broader under-
standing of bee disease dynamics.

In her talk, Lehner said that
“The introduction of non-native
species poses major risks in agri-
culture, with hundreds of new
alien species recorded annually.
Houdini flies (Cacoxenus indaga-
tor) were recently introduced to
the United States and parasitize
cavity-nesting native bees, includ-
ing the blue orchard bee (Osmia
lignaria), a managed solitary bee
used to pollinate spring orchard
trees.”

“The introduction of Houdini
flies poses an existential threat
to the stability of the solitary
bee industry, the livelihoods of
orchard managers and to native
bee population persistence,”
Lehner said. “We have monitored

parasitism rates at blue orchard
bee nest blocks in Washington,
Oregon, and California over three
years to understand temporal pat-
terns and long-term impacts of
Houdini fly parasitism. We found
Houdini fly parasitism rates sig-
nificantly increased over three
years in the Pacific Northwest.
Overall, this research will inform
commercial management and
conservation strategies for cavi-
ty-nesting bees.”

Osmia lignaria, commonly
known as the orchard mason bee
or blue orchard bee, is among
4,000 native bee species in North
America. It is a megachilid bee
that nests in reeds and other tube-
like natural structures. The bee
pollinates almonds and blueber-
ries, and a variety of stone fruits,
including apples, pears, cherries,
apricots and plums.

Osmia is used commercially
in agricultural operations, espe-
cially in almonds and early
blooming-fruit trees, and occu-
pies handcrafted “bee blocks.”
Considered efficient pollinators,
they are able to forage in cooler
temperatures than honeybees.
Gardeners often set up “bee con-
dos” or “bee hotels” for them in
their landscapes.

The kleptoparasitic fly,
Cacoxenus indagator, is a species
of fruit fly native to central and
southern Europe. The adult lays
its eggs in the stored pollen of a
mason bee’s newly constructed
nest. The fly larvae feed mainly
on stored pollen but can also eat
the bee larvae. This fly is com-
monly known as the Houdini fly
for its ability to escape through the
cell’s mud wall. The small brown
fly (wing length 2.5mm) has clear
wings and large red eyes.

The Orchard Bee Association
was launched in 2011 by a team of
independent businesses, orchard
managers and researchers to accel-
erate the production and use of
orchard mason bees (specifically,
Osmia lignaria, O. cornifrons, O.
cornuta and O. rufa) in various
spring crops and orchards. *
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