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By Amalea Lefort and Kaitlyn Allington
Nipmuc Writing Center

The Nipmuc Drama Guild has 
concluded a remarkable fall sea-
son, marked by a highly success-
ful and energetic production of  
“PUFFS.” This comedic spin-off, 
offering a humorous look at seven 
years within the Hufflepuff house, 
was a small glimpse into the 
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Two 1776 Declarations reunited at
Nipmuc Regional High School, first
time since American Revolution

Nipmuc Drama Guild
celebrates ‘PUFFS’ success

The last time Mendon and 
Upton’s handwritten copies 
of  the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence sat side by side, the 
American Revolution had 
barely begun.

In November, they were 

placed together on a library 
table at Nipmuc Regional 
High School, where students 
leaned in closely to study the 
pieces of  local history cre-
ated on July 17, 1776.

On July 4, 1776, the Con-

tinental Congress approved 
the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence. A local printer 
produced about 200 copies, 

The Nipmuc Drama Guilds production of ‘PUFFS’ took place in November. 
(L to R) Felix Schepis, Kamp Simpson, and Maya Williamson. Photo credit: 
Nipmuc Photography Club

The Nipmuc Regional High School Social Studies Department welcomed the Mendon and Upton 
Town Clerks on Nov. 17 to show students the towns' handwritten copies of the Declaration of 
Independence. Photo Courtesy Mendon-Upton Regional School District

guild’s dedication and talent. 
Despite encountering stressful 

and overwhelming moments dur-
ing staging and the week leading 
up to the show, the guild united 
and demonstrated its impressive 
perseverance. Their collabora-

DECLARATIONS
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SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
SEVEN BRANDS // BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 

 
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $10,000 
or as much as 15% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!

WE’LL GIVE YOU YOUR 

FIRST 3  
MONTHS’ PAYMENTS

FOR ALL WHO QUALIFY - UP TO 

$10,000 
IN FED TAX SAVINGS 
ON YOUR NEW IMPERIAL CAR!

YEAR-END

CLEARANCE EVENT

FIND
US ON:

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell
ABR, ASP, SRS, GREEN, SRES, MBA

Let our 23+ years of experience & top tier
marketing help you sell for more!

ROBYN: 774-573-1336 • RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com • SEAN: 774-696-6402  
Helping families buy & sell homes with care, strategy & results

Warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season! Now Enrolling!Now Enrolling!
DAYCARE & PRESCHOOLDAYCARE & PRESCHOOL

AGES: 1 month to 5 years
OPEN: 7am - 5:30pm

ItsyBitsyUpton.com   •   508-603-1044

2 Maple Ave, Upton
ItsyBitsyUpton@gmail.com



Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors
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Mendon Senior Center December/January updates 
Weekly Programs:

Call Shawna Timperio for 
more information, availability, 
and transportation
Shopping Van – Monday or Tues-
day 9 a.m.

Chorus Rehearsal – Returning 
Mondays 12:30 p.m. for the 
spring program

SHINE Counseling – Monday 
12:30 p.m.

Chair Exercise – Tues./Thurs. 9 a.m.
Lunch – Tues./Thurs. 12 p.m.
Hand, Knee & Foot – Tuesday 1 p.m.
Panera Bread – Wednesday
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Qigong – Wednesday 10 p.m.
Cribbage – Wednesday 9:45 a.m.
T’ai Chi – Wednesday 11 a.m.
Mah Jong – Wed./Thurs. 1 p.m.
Knitting Group – Thursday 1 p.m.

December Birthday Celebration 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 11:30 a.m.

Calling All Birthday Buffs and 
Boogie Enthusiasts! Join us for 
our monthly celebration filled 
with music, laughter, and good 
company.

Who’s Invited?
• Anyone who loves singing 

“Happy Birthday” (in any key!)
• Fans of  live music and feel-

good fun.
• Friends who enjoy a delicious 

lunch together.
• And of  course—December 

birthdays get the spotlight!

A delicious lunch will be 
served, along with plenty of  
cheer and celebration. Let’s make 
it a birthday bash to remem-
ber—music, laughter, and plenty 
of  sparkle. Please call 508-478-
6175 or stop by the senior center 
to register. Space is limited.

Western Themed New Years Eve 
Celebration Dec. 31, 11 - 2 p.m.

Let’s celebrate the incoming 
New Year together! Join us at 
the center for a festive Western 
Themed New Years Ever Party. 
Enjoy an assortment of  tasty 
appetizers and delicious des-
serts with friends and toast the 
New Year. Please stop in or call 
to register at the Senior Center. 
Space is limited. Many thanks to 
Diane Howell for coordinating 
this wonderful program.

Home Energy Assistance HEAP 
Help is Just a Call Away. If  you 

or someone you know is having 
trouble making ends meet, please 
consider contacting the Mendon 
Senior Center. Our helpful staff 
including Jenn Talamini, our 
new Outreach Coordinator, are 
here to offer confidential as-
sistance with fuel assistance ap-
plications and nutritional support 
to Mendon residents of  all ages. 
The SMOC Fuel assistance pro-
gram helps defray heating costs 

incurred between Nov. 1, 2025, 
and April 30, 2026 for eligible 
households (see household size/
income guide.) Please call for 
guidelines for larger households. 
Call Jenn at the senior center at 
508-478-6175 ext. 123. Help is 
just a phone call away. House-
hold size Income Limit:

1 - $51,777
2 - $67,709
3 - $83,641
4 - $99,573
 

Outreach Assistance
Our new Senior Center 

Outreach Coordinator, Jenn 
Talamini is available to offer free 
confidential counseling, caregiver 
support, and information and 
referral services on aging issues 
for seniors and caregivers. This 
position is grant funded in part 
under a state grant. Home visits 
are available, please contact Jenn 
at 508-478-6175 ext.123. 

 
Meditation for Seniors Friday 
Jan. 9, 2 p.m.

Join us at the Mendon Senior 
Center for a special 90-minute 
wellness program with certi-
fied instructor Faith Kennedy 
on Friday, Jan. 9 at 2 p.m. This 
relaxing and restorative session 
features: One hour of  guided 
meditation, offering benefits 
such as improved memory 

and attention, reduced stress 
and anxiety, better sleep qual-
ity, lower blood pressure, and 
enhanced immune function. 
Crystal bowl sound therapy, an 
ancient practice using quartz 
crystal singing bowls to promote 
balance and harmony within the 
body. This program is subsidized 
with a state grant. The cost is 
$25 per person. Call or stop 
by the senior center to register. 
Space is limited, so call 508-478-
6175 or stop by the senior center 
to reserve your space early.

Real Estate Tax Exemptions
While taxes cannot be 

avoided, some taxpayers may 
be entitled to partial relief  via 
a “real estate tax exemption.” 
A tax exemption is a discharge 
from the obligation to pay all 
or a portion of  a tax. There 
are several types of  exemptions 
each with its own requirements; 
one that is age related (65 years 
or older detailed below), others 
given due to blindness, surviving 
spouse or veteran’s status. Men-
don’s Principal Assessor, Sherrie 
Bates will be at the Mendon Se-
nior Center on Wednesday, Jan. 
21 at 1 p.m. (with a snow date 
of  Feb. 11 at 1 p.m.) at the Men-
don Senior Center, 62 Provi-
dence St. Mendon to review the 
requirements and to answer any 

questions. Please stop by or call 
the senior center at 508-478-
6175 to register.

Applications for all of  these 
exemptions are due no later 
than April 1, 2026.

Sherrie Bates will also discuss 
the Senior Means Tested Ex-
emption (Circuit Breaker.) While 
the deadline for submitting this 
application is Sept. 30, 2026, a 
taxpayer must have applied for 
and received the Circuit Breaker 
Income Tax Credit when they 
filed their calendar year 2025 
State Income Tax return. This 
does not replace any existing 
senior exemptions, but will be 
given as an additional exemp-
tion. If  you are unable to come 
to our presentation on the 21st, 
please contact the Assessor’s of-
fice 508-473-2738 for confiden-
tial assistance.

Chorus Rehearsals Resumes!  
New Members Welcome!

On Monday, Jan. 26 at 12:30 
p.m., the Mendon Minstrels sing-
ers and musicians will return to 
begin rehearsals for their spring 
program featuring show tunes. 
Come enjoy the joy of  making 
music together! New members 
are always welcome. Call the 
senior center at 508-478-6175 if  
you have any questions or to let 
us know of  your interest.

Garage Doors  •  Openers
Service  •  Installation

745 S. Main St., Bellingham
508-883-4522  •  MyGarageDoor.comFamily-Owned since 1994

GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

Upgrade to a new garage opener  
with a lifetime warranty.

Contact us for a quote. 

Your trusted local professional service & installer.



Wicked Local Banking™

No one gets Massachusetts like your local credit union does. Bank with 
people who call this community home, just like you.

Learn more at centralfcu.com/bank-wicked-local or  
visit our Milford branch at 82 Prospect Street!

“Have a Rice Day” Mural, Artist: OG Slick Federally insured by NCUA

Voted #1 
Locally Owned 
Business and 

Top Workplace

Voted Top 3
Credit Unioncentralfcu.com | (508) 482-5371

 

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757IMPERIAL TOYOTA

+SALE ENDS 12/31/2025. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL 
APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT 
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $595 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR 
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 7 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CER-
TIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK 
VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

*New 2026 Tacoma SR5 2.4L Double Cab with MSRP: $42,969. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 
miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $349 per month for 36 months with $4,998 due at signing (including 
$3,999 cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $349, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection 
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, 
and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM26-202. Offer ends 12/31/2025.

$40,469+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$349*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

48 TACOMAs 
AVAILABLE

save $2500

#TM26-202

Brand Spankin’ New  
2026 TOYOTA 

TACOMA SR5 
4x4 - i-FORCE 2.4L

• Double Cab • Alloys • Lane Departure • 5-ft bed

MSRP: 
$42,969

*New 2025 RAV4 XLE AWD with MSRP: $35,504. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per 
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $320 per month for 36 months with $4,430 due at signing (including $3,460 
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $320, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection 
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess 
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM25-1325. Offer ends 12/31/2025.

$33,704+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$320*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

74 RAV4s 
AVAILABLE

save $1800

#TM25-1325

Brand Spankin’ New  
2025 TOYOTA 

RAV4 XLE SUV 
ADV AWD - 2.5L

• 27/33 MPG City/Hwy • Lane Departure

MSRP: 
$35,504
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Upton Senior Center hosts Veteran’s Day
Breakfast to honor local heroes

The Upton Community Cen-
ter was filled with gratitude and 
community spirit on Thursday, 
Nov. 13, at 10 a.m., as nearly 
70 veterans, spouses, Upton 
residents and town officials gath-
ered in the Great Room for the 
annual Veteran’s Day Breakfast. 
The event celebrated Upton’s 
veterans and members of  the 
local VFW representing all 
branches of  the United States 
military.

The event began with the 
national anthem sung by Joe 
McMahon, followed by remarks 
from Director of  Elder and So-
cial Services Tania Paparazzo, 
Senator Ryan Fattman, and Se-
lect Board Chairwoman Laura 
Hebb, each expressing heartfelt 
appreciation for the service and 
sacrifices of  the community’s 
veterans. A special moment of  
recognition was given to Freddy 
Shaffert, who was honored 

later that evening at the Upton 
Grange as Upton’s Veteran of  
the Year.

“This was a wonderful ex-
perience. The program was 
thoughtful, the speakers were 
spot on, and the breakfast was 
excellent. It means a great deal 
to see every branch recognized 
and honored,” noted Specialist 
5 Ted Gorman, U.S. Army Vet-
eran. “For my first time attend-
ing the Veteran’s Day Breakfast, 
it was truly meaningful and very 
enjoyable.” Gorman served 
three years active duty, including 
one year in Vietnam, and three 
years inactive duty.

Attendees enjoyed a deli-
cious breakfast of  pastries, 
bacon, eggs, and French toast 
generously prepared by Cote’s 
Kitchen of  Upton. A highlight 
for many attendees was the 
surprise visit from Koda, the po-
lice comfort dog who attended 

with School Resource Officer 
O’Conner.

The Town extends sincere 
thanks to the Senior Center staff 
and volunteers who helped or-

ganize and host the event, with 

Senator Fattman honoring Upton and VFW veterans and spouses for 
their service and sacrifice. Courtesy of Upton Senior Center

Select Board Chairwoman, Laura 
Hebb, shares her appreciation to 
local veterans representing all 
branches of the military. Courtesy 
of Upton Senior Center

HEROES
continued on page 10 
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Dog Grooming Services

Family Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years!

COUNTRY HILLS PLAZA Rt. 16, MENDON   •   508-473-4744

4YEARSin aROW!

FROM YOUR FROM YOUR LOCAL FAVORITE GROOMERLOCAL FAVORITE GROOMER

Published Monthly 
on the 2nd Thursday

Mailed FREE 
to the Communities of  

Upton & Mendon
Circulation: 6000 

households & businesses

Publisher
Jennifer Schofield

Editor
Theresa Knapp

Send Editorial to:
editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com

Advertising Sales
Susanne Odell Farber

508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com 

Advertising Sales Manager
Jen Schofield
508-570-6544

jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Creative Design & Layout
Michelle McSherry

Kim Vasseur 
Wendy Watkins

Office Address
9 Industrial Road, Suite 107

Milford, MA 01757
Ad Space Deadline is the Friday 
13 days prior to publication date.
Ad Artwork Deadline is the 

Wednesday 8 days prior
to publication date.

Reader Submission Deadline
is the 25th day of  the month

preceding the publication date.
For example, items should be

submitted by Feb. 25 to
be included in the March issue.

Please submit to:
editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com

Free Press assumes no  
financial liability for errors or  

omissions in printed advertising and  
reserves the right to reject/edit  

advertising or editorial submissions.
© Copyright 2025 Free Press
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Upton History Museum 
open house on Dec. 13

Upton History Museum and His-
torical Society at 2 Main Street. 
Photo source: Facebook @UptonHIs-
toricalSociety

The Upton History Mu-
seum will hold an open house 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Guests are invited to tour 
the museum, hear about Up-
ton’s history, view artwork, 
vintage clothing, genealogy 
research, and more. 

Admission is free, refresh-
ments will be served, and the 
gift shop will be open. The 
museum is located at 2 Main 
Street in Upton. 

For more information, visit 
www.uptonmahistory.org. 

Hanging out with 
Koda the black lab 
on Black Friday 
A post by the Upton Police Department 
on Friday, Nov. 26 

Cold weather couldn’t stop 
today’s awesome young riders! 
Koda got to meet these paw-
some kids as they enjoyed the 
day off from school and rode 
their bikes around town this 
afternoon. We love seeing 

kids out and about practicing 
proper bike safety! Helmets 
on, staying alert, and riding 
smart! 

Koda is the Upton Police De-
partment’s new comfort dog. 

Source: Facebook @uptonpolice

Upton winter parking 
ban now in effect 

The Town of  Upton’s winter 
parking ban is now in effect. 

The ban prohibits on street 
parking between the hours of  
1 a.m. to 6 a.m. from Nov. 1 
through April 1. 

The Town of  Upton prohib-
its parking of  any vehicle on a 

town road from the start of  a 
snow or ice storm until 12 hours 
after the storm ends. 

The Town of  Upton is au-
thorized to have any car towed 
that is obstructing snow removal 
operations.

Source: Facebook @uptonpolice



In the world of  investing, 
we’ve all heard the phrase, 
“Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket.” It’s solid advice that 
emphasizes the importance of  
diversifying your investments. 
Unfortunately, some people mis-
interpret this wisdom to mean 
they should avoid consolidating 
their investment accounts and 
keep their money spread across 
multiple financial institutions, 
often working with several dif-
ferent financial advisors.

However, when financial 

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Mark Freeman, CEPA

professionals talk about diversi-
fication, they’re referring to di-
versifying your investment assets, 
not your accounts. There’s a big 
difference between the two, and 
confusing them could hurt your 
financial future.

Scattered accounts may affect 
costs, paperwork and advice. 
When your assets are spread 
among multiple financial insti-
tutions, you could face several 
drawbacks. First, you’re likely 
paying more in fees than neces-
sary. Multiple providers often 
mean multiple account fees, 
transaction costs and mutual 
fund expenses that can add up 
quickly. Generally, the more as-
sets you have with one financial 
provider, the more opportunities 
you have for reducing or elimi-
nating these costs.

Managing scattered accounts 
also could create a paperwork 
nightmare. You’ll receive mul-
tiple monthly statements and 
numerous tax forms, making 
it much harder to see the big 
picture of  your financial health. 
This complexity can lead to 
missed opportunities and poor 
decision-making.

Perhaps most important, 
working with multiple financial 
advisors may result in conflicting 
advice and duplicated investment 
strategies. Without a comprehen-
sive view of  your entire portfolio, 
each financial advisor may rec-
ommend investments that don’t 
work well together, potentially 
delaying your progress toward 
reaching financial goals.

There’s strength in consolida-
tion. Consolidating your ac-
counts with a single financial 
advisor offers numerous benefits. 
You’ll have opportunities to de-
velop a closer, more comprehen-
sive relationship with someone 
who understands your complete 
financial picture. This financial 
advisor can provide informed 
guidance and help eliminate 
the conflicting advice that may 
come from working with mul-
tiple professionals.

Consolidation also makes it 
easier to implement a well-diver-
sified portfolio that fits your level 
of  risk tolerance. When all your 
investments are in one place, 
you can see exactly how your 
assets are allocated and make 
strategic adjustments as needed. 

It becomes simpler to gauge 
aggregate investment returns, 
assess your portfolio assets and 
rebalance when necessary.

For retirement planning, con-
solidation can be especially valu-
able. IRAs at different providers 
can be consolidated at any time 
without tax consequences when 
assets are transferred directly 
between providers. When you 
retire, your 401(k) can typically 
be rolled over into an IRA, 
streamlining your retirement 
income strategy.

True diversification still mat-
ters. While consolidating ac-
counts makes sense, diversifying 
your actual investments remains 
crucial. A good financial advi-
sor will help you carefully build 
a balanced mix of  stocks and 
bonds appropriate for your age 
and goals. As you approach 
retirement, this typically means 
shifting toward a more bal-
anced portfolio that still provides 
growth to combat inflation while 
offering stability and income.

Diversification goes beyond 
just stocks and bonds. Take 
bonds, for instance: You can 
diversify by bond type (mu-

nicipal, corporate and govern-
ment), bond maturity (through a 
strategy called “laddering”) and 
bond sector to spread risk across 
different parts of  the economy.

How to get started. If  your re-
tirement savings and investment 
accounts are scattered among 
various financial institutions, 
consider consolidating every-
thing with one trusted financial 
advisor. The streamlined record-
keeping, potential for reduced 
fees and comprehensive finan-
cial guidance can help improve 
your wealth-building potential 
while making your financial life 
simpler to manage.

Contact Mark today to discuss 
this topic or any of  your finan-
cial goals.

Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com
This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Finan-
cial Advisor..

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.

The real meaning of diversification in investing

Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. Subject to 
credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or 
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.   

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering personalized guidance and 
making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a lot more 

approachable. From your first home to your forever home – we’re here to help.

Connecting all offices:  
1.800.578.4270 

www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com 
to connect with one of our trusted 
lenders today.

The Upton Mendon Free Press is currently seeking freelance 
writers who live in the area and are interested in writing 
for our publication. If interested, please send a résumé and 
writing sample to editor@UptonMendonfreepress.com

508-875-3413508-875-3413
ShahoodPlumbing.comShahoodPlumbing.com

SERVING METROWESTFULLY LICENSED & INSURED

NOW OFFERING
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FREE Residential
 Electrical Inspection!*

*BOOK BY
DEC. 31, 2025

SCHEDULE YOUR INSPECTION TODAY!

• Identify Potential Hazards
• Prevent Future Electrical Issues

• Peace of Mind - at NO COST to You!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 3 GENERATIONS SINCE 1949
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As the seasons change, embrace a 
lifestyle where comfort, connection, 
and peace of mind come together. 
From engaging activities and festive 
gatherings to exceptional amenities 
and personalized support—including 
assisted living and memory care—our 
community is here to help you thrive 
now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn more 
— we can’t wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Grateful Hearts,
A GIVING COMMUNITY

tive spirit showed in a fantastic 
production that resonated with 
audiences. 

Looking ahead, the Nipmuc 
Drama Guild is already busy 
preparing for their next adven-
ture: the beloved musical “Bye 
Bye Birdie.” This classic show 
is a hilarious satire of  Ameri-
can pop culture in the 1950s, 
centering on a rock and roll 
superstar, Conrad Birdie, who 
is drafted into the army, and 
the chaos that arises when he 
publicly says goodbye to one 
lucky fan. The production is 
scheduled to open in Febru-
ary, promising to continue the 
guilds tradition of  delivering 
engaging and memorable theat-
rical performances! 

The Nipmuc Writing Center is a 
group of  12 students who meet dur-
ing school hours. In this new class, 
students provide skills and pointers to 
other students to help them improve 
and grow in their writing, while also 
growing their own teaching skills.

PUFFS
continued from page 6

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB
Feeds approx. 14 people

INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 
au jus & dessert

$526

Half Boneless
PRIME RIB
Feeds approx. 7 people

INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 
au jus & dessert

$270

EXTRAS:
Pumpkin Bread

$17 /doz.
Cinnamon Rolls

$17 /doz.
Onion Rolls

$17 /doz.

New England
Steak and Seafood

11 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
YOUR CHOICE:

COOKED ($10 UPCHARGE)  or  READY TO COOK
Let Us Do The Work For You!

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22nd

& PICKED UP ON DEC. 24th BETWEEN 1 & 3 PM
PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871
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Upton Police celebrate 135 years 

In November, the Upton Police Department celebrated its 135th anniversary. The cake was donated by Ellen and Russ Arnold and 
made by the bakery at Blackstone Valley Tech. The cake reads, “Happy 135th Anniversary Upton P.D.!”  Source: Facebook @UptonHistori-
calSociety



which were sent to the states 
with instructions to read the 
document aloud and to copy it 
by hand into town record books. 
Both Mendon and Upton cre-
ated handwritten copies of  the 
document that still survive today.

On Mon., Nov. 17, the Nip-
muc Social Studies Department 
welcomed Mendon Town Clerk 
Ellen Agro and Upton Town 
Clerk Denise Smith, who each 
brought their town’s original 
handwritten copy for students to 
examine. It was the first time the 
two documents had been in the 
same room in 249 years.

The program is part of  the 
Social Studies Department's 
“Revolution In Our Back Yard” 
unit and supports the national 
America250 effort [learn more 
at america250.org]. Teachers de-
signed the lesson to link national 
milestones to local places so that 
students understand how major 
events impacted their own com-
munities.

“Looking at the Declaration 
of  Independence made me feel 

that the history was right there 
and very immediate, more real 
than just reading about it in 
class,” said sophomore Cate 
Tengler. “Looking at the actual 
document made me realize and 
understand that the people who 
wrote it were real individuals 
making serious decisions that 
shaped our country. I think it's 
important to see documents like 
this because it gives us a sense of  
how close and real history is.”

Social Studies teacher Darcy 
Daniels said the goal is to con-
nect national history to more fa-
miliar surroundings near home.

“As a department, we have 
been working on linking national 
history like the 250th anniver-
sary of  the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence to local, place-based 
history so that students feel con-
nected to their communities,” 
Daniels said. “This creates a 
more authentic learning experi-
ence because, if  students can 
drive by a place or see a local 
document, they are more likely 
to retain the information about 
the national event. We are so 
lucky to have fantastic commu-
nity partners like our two Town 
Clerks Ellen Agro and Denise 

Smith who helped to facilitate 
this intentional pairing of  na-
tional and local history.”

Agro, the Mendon Town 
Clerk, said she was encouraged 
by the students’ interest in the 
documents during the event.

“As we approach our country’s 
250th birthday and the an-
niversary of  the signing of  the 
Declaration of  Independence, 
I was struck by the enthusiasm 
shown by the Nipmuc students 
who took the time to inspect 
Mendon’s Resolves and the tran-
scribed copies of  the Declaration 
of  Independence,” Agro said. 
“Seeing them engaged in ac-
tively trying to read the old script 
was entertaining. Our future is 
bright in the hands of  these fu-
ture voters.”

Nipmuc Library Media Spe-
cialist Paige Rouse helped host 
the visit in the Nipmuc Media 
Center.

“This was an incredibly pow-
erful experience to have right 
here in our school, not only to 
absorb the significance of  this 

HomeHelp Solutions, LLC

(508)-570-8818

(508) 570-8818
and more…
Power Washing

Bathroom and Kitchen Improvement

TV Installation
Minor Plumbing

Flooring Installation and Repair

Exterior Maintenance

Home Repair
Painting

homehelpsolu�ons@outlook.com

•  Home Repair
•  Painting
•  Bathroom & Kitchen
      Improvement
•  Flooring Installation
      & Repair
•  TV Installation
•  Minor Plumbing
•  Exterior Maintenance
•  Power Washing
                        & more ...

Your Local Home Improvement Specialist

10% OFF FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS
 Call for Details

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Salon Richard Anthony
12 Milford St., Upton  •  SalonRichardAnthony.net 

TEXT: 774.804.6500  •  PHONE: 508.529.6500

Keep
Your Hair

Merry & BrightMerry & Bright
this

HolidayHoliday
 Season! Season!

APPOINTMENTAPPOINTMENT
ONLINEONLINE
TODAY!TODAY!

SalonRichardAnthony.net

Book Your

DECLARATIONS
continued from page 1

At Congress’ direction 
in 1776, the Towns of 

Mendon and Upton each 
created a handwritten 

copy of the Declaration of 
Independence, and each 

still survives today.

“Seeing them engaged in 
actively trying to read the 
old script was entertain-
ing. Our future is bright in 
the hands of these future 
voters.”

~ llen Agro, 
Mendon Town Clerk

historical document, but also to 
explore the impact of  everyday 
people on the course of  momen-
tous events and to reflect on the 
power we each have to shape our 
shared future,” Rouse said. “I am 
honored to have been a part of  
this opportunity.”

“Our students had a chance to 
see how national history lives in 
their own towns,” said Mendon-
Upton Regional School District 
Superintendent Dr. Maureen 
Cohen. “Experiences like this 
help them understand that the 
events they study in classes were 
shaped by real people in real 
places. I am grateful to our town 
clerks and our staff for giving stu-
dents such meaningful access to 
these documents.”

This learning experience is 
representative of  the work un-
dertaken by Ms. Daniels and 
the Nipmuc Social Studies De-
partment to create connections 
between the curriculum and the 
world beyond the school campus. 
Ms. Daniels was honored for 
her work when she was named 

the Massachusetts 2024 History 
Teacher of  the Year. Addition-
ally, in May 2025, Nipmuc’s So-
cial Studies Department received 
the ‘Recognition of  Department 
Excellence in Teaching Social 
Studies Award' from the Massa-
chusetts Council for Social Stud-
ies, honoring their ongoing work 
to bring the curriculum to life 
through authentic learning. 

Submitted by Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School District
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EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.

508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MEDFIELD OFFICE
258 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

NOW ACCEPTING VSP & DAVIS VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EVO ICL: Is this the New Lasik?
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

In the late 1990s and early 
2000s, LASIK became the 
crown jewel of  refractive sur-
gery. Patients rushed to correct 
their vision, thrilled by the idea 
of  being free from glasses and 
contacts. Over time, however, 
some of  LASIK’s limitations 
became clearer: cutting and 
thinning of  the cornea, potential 
for worsened dry-eye symptoms, 
night-vision issues, and concerns 
about corneal stability — espe-
cially in thinner corneas — as 
well as challenges in achieving 
precise intraocular lens calcu-
lations if  cataract surgery is 
needed later in life.

A new technology has since 
emerged in the United States — 
the EVO Visian ICL (often sim-
ply called “EVO ICL”) — and 
its adoption has grown rapidly 
since FDA approval in 2022. 
Designed for adults with mod-
erate to high myopia, with or 
without astigmatism, EVO ICL 
offers a compelling alternative to 
LASIK.

What makes EVO ICL differ-

ent — and increasingly prefer-
able?

Unlike LASIK, EVO ICL 
does not remove or thin the cor-
nea. The lens is placed behind 
the iris and in front of  the natu-
ral crystalline lens, leaving the 
corneal architecture untouched. 
There is no flap creation, no tis-
sue removal, and no weakening 
of  the cornea.

Because the cornea remains 
intact, the risk of  corneal ectasia 
— a rare but serious complica-
tion associated with LASIK 
— is virtually eliminated in 
properly screened patients. EVO 
ICL also tends to minimize dry-
eye symptoms, since the corneal 
nerves are not disrupted as they 
are during laser-based proce-
dures.

Night-vision problems such 
as glare or halos, often reported 
after LASIK, are less common 
with EVO ICL. Because the eye’s 
optical system remains more nat-
ural and unaltered, patients fre-
quently report crisp, high-quality 
vision even in dim light.

Another major advantage is 

that EVO ICL is reversible and 
additive rather than subtractive. 
The lens can be removed or re-
placed if  needed, preserving the 
eye’s natural anatomy. This fea-
ture becomes especially impor-
tant later in life when cataract 
surgery may be needed. Since 
the cornea is untouched, calcu-
lations for premium intraocular 
lenses — such as multifocal 
implants that restore both dis-
tance and near vision — remain 
highly accurate.

Across the country, surgeons 
are reporting rapid growth in 
EVO ICL procedures since its 
approval. More patients are ask-
ing for it, more practices are of-
fering it, and the procedure has 
quickly become a mainstream 
choice for vision correction.

Clinically, LASIK remains 
an excellent option for patients 
with mild to moderate myopia, 
healthy corneal thickness, and 
no significant dry-eye history. 
But for patients with thinner 
corneas, higher prescriptions, 
greater astigmatism, or those 
thinking ahead to future cataract surgery, EVO ICL is quickly 

becoming the preferred option. 
Many surgeons are now offering 
it even for mild myopia because 
of  its safety, comfort, and strong 
outcomes.

In short, LASIK may now 
represent the past for many 
patients and practices, while 
EVO ICL stands as the future 
of  refractive correction. Both 
have their place, but the shift 
is unmistakable: more people 
are choosing EVO ICL for its 
safety, reversibility, comfort, 
and compatibility with future 
vision care.

At Milford Franklin Eye 
Center, we are proud to be at 
the forefront of  this evolution. 
Dr. Roger Kaldawy is among 
the first surgeons in the region 
to offer EVO ICL technology 
in our state-of-the-art surgery 
center. With over 30,000 intra-

ocular procedures — and an 
even higher number of  laser 
cases — Dr. Kaldawy brings 
unparalleled experience to this 
advanced form of  refractive 
surgery. He and his colleagues 
are committed to helping you 
achieve your vision goals: reduc-
ing your dependence on glasses 
and contacts while protecting 
your long-term eye health.

If  you’re ready to explore 
true refractive freedom — and 
considering a meaningful gift 
of  sight this holiday season — 
contact us for a consultation and 
discover why EVO ICL may 
be the procedure of  tomorrow, 
available today.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Cut & Clear

FULLY INSURED • FREE QUOTES

Seasonal Cleanups
Snow Plowing • Snow Blowing 

Hand Snow & Ice Clearing
Shrub Trimming • Lawn Cutting
Walk, Driveway & Bed Edging

CutAndClearLawnAndSnowServices.com 774.462.1742

LAWN AND SNOW SERVICESLAWN AND SNOW SERVICES

Attention to Detail
Local Small Business
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year to use
Affordable Junk Removal
By Linda Chuss

With so much to do around 
the holidays, give yourself  the 
gift of  space by using Affordable 
Junk Removal to help prepare 
your home for the season. “Life 
is hectic, we are all so busy in 
our daily lives that we don’t 
notice how quickly we are being 
overrun with junk” said Jason 
Schadler, who founded the busi-
ness in this area 20 years ago. 
“It’s nice to park your car in the 
garage during the cold months, 
but maybe you need to make 
room there first, and we can 
help with that.”

With Affordable Junk Re-
moval, you can rent a dumpster 
or have their Junk Removal 
Professionals come to haul away 
items that have been gather-
ing dust and taking up precious 
space. Setting an end-of-year or 
New Year’s resolution to clean 
up a neglected basement or attic 
is a great start. You can even put 
a dumpster rental on your gift 
list. Sometimes the biggest chal-
lenge is not knowing where to 
begin, and that is where Afford-
able comes in.

“You can load your own 
dumpster or have our truck 
guys do all of  the work for you,” 

Schadler explained. “And rest 
assured, we don’t just take ev-
erything to the landfill. We try 
and recycle as much as possible. 
Clothing and household items 
are donated to local organiza-
tions that help our friends and 
neighbors. That keeps them out 
of  landfills, gives them a new 
life, and helps us keep our prices 
down. We’re always looking for 
ways to be more cost effective 
because customers appreciate 
our reasonable prices.” 

Changes in legislation have 
made it increasingly more dif-
ficult to dispose of  certain items, 
like mattresses, for example. 
It is now state law that most 
textiles and mattresses must be 
recycled. “Finding places to take 
mattresses is a challenge and 
the fees for disposal have gone 
through the roof,” said Schadler. 
Items like these carry a separate 
recycling fee that the com-
mercial transfer stations charge 
because of  how labor intensive 

that recycling is. “People are 
usually shocked at the cost, and 
we find ourselves educating the 
customer as to why these fees 
exist. Here at Affordable, we 
view ourselves as an avenue our 
clients can turn to when they 
have these items and want them 
disposed of  legally, safely and 
properly.” 

Affordable has many repeat 

customers. “When people call, 
they reach me, not some auto-
mated corporate call center,” he 
said. “They know me and the 
crew and trust us. We do a good 
job, are fast, efficient, and reli-
able. We come when we say we 
will and if  anything unexpected 
comes up, we communicate. We 
live here too, we are your friends 
and neighbors, we sponsor your 

little league teams and run into 
you at the grocery store. We are 
your local guys.” A quick look at 
the many years of  positive on-
line reviews attests to this. 

For more information, visit 
AffordableJunkRemoval.com. 
For an estimate or appointment, 
call or text 774-287-1133.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

PEREGRIN’S
COZY SALE

20% OFF PILLOWS & THROWS THROUGH DECEMBER 14

1 MAPLE STREET, MENDON / PEREGRINSHOP.COM

Seeking local ‘senior’ seniors
for WWII youth project
MURSD students to interview seniors who
were children during WWII

The Mendon Senior Center 
and the Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School system are pro-
posing to capture the memories 
of  those who were children 
during WWII era. The plan is 
to have a selection of  students 
interview this special group of  
seniors and capture as many of  
their childhood memories as 
possible and share them with the 
other students.

This project is concentrating 
on WWII as it directly impacted 
the day-to-day actions of  this 
civilian population significantly, 
unlike any recent wars. All wars 
create concern about the fam-
ily members and friends serving 
their country, but WWII had 
additional impact on those at the 

home front.
If  you are a “senior” senior 

interested in participating in this 
project, please sign up on the list 
at the Mendon Senior Center 
or call Amy Wilson Kent at the 
Center. Participants do not need 
to be a member of  the Mendon 
Senior Center or a resident of  
Mendon. A good number of  par-
ticipants are necessary to allow 
this project to be successful.

This project is tentatively 
planned to begin after the holi-
days, in the latter half  of  January 
which also coincides with the 
school history lesson cycle. Many 
thanks to volunteer Barbara 
Lawson for her coordination of  
this project with the Mendon-
Upton Regional School system.
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Garages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law ApartmentsGarages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law Apartments

•Building Plans•Building Plans
•Excavation and Backfill •Excavation and Backfill 
  with Existing Material  with Existing Material
•Foundation with 4’ Frost •Foundation with 4’ Frost 
  Wall Footings  Wall Footings
•4” Reinforced Concrete Floor•4” Reinforced Concrete Floor
•2” x 6” Construction•2” x 6” Construction
•Plywood Roof and OSB •Plywood Roof and OSB 
  Wall Sheathing  Wall Sheathing
•2 Double Hung Windows•2 Double Hung Windows
•Vinyl Siding•Vinyl Siding
•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage
   Doors   Doors
•30 Year Architectural Shingles•30 Year Architectural Shingles

STANDARD GARAGE STANDARD GARAGE 
PACKAGES INCLUDE:PACKAGES INCLUDE:

CALL 
CALL TODAY

TODAYFOR A FREE
FOR A FREEESTIMATE
ESTIMATE

WWW.GBIAVIS.COM
(508) 476-1500
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special appreciation to volun-
teer Cheryl Henderson for her 
thoughtful dedication to making 
this a memorable event.

“This breakfast is a small but 
meaningful way for our commu-
nity to express our deep gratitude 
to the veterans who have served 

our country,” said Paparazzo. 
“We are honored to celebrate 
them today and every day.”

For more information about 
future community events, please 
contact the Upton Department 
of  Elder and Social Services.

Submitted by Upton Senior Center 

HEROS
continued from page 3

Joe McMahon singing the National Anthem, Courtesy of Upton Senior 
Center

Koda, the police comfort dog, 
was a surprise guest at the event. 
Courtesy of Upton Senior Center

The Fallen Soldiers table, a memorial honoring and remembering 
military service members who are fallen, missing in action (MIA), or 
prisoners of war (POW). Courtesy of Upton Senior Center



Boucher Energy is an Approved
Mass Save Heat Pump Installer
Upfront rebates & financing availableUpfront rebates & financing available

508-473-6648
BoucherEnergy.com

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems
provide year-round comfort and are up to

40% more efficient40% more efficient
than traditional systems.than traditional systems.

Mendon-Upton Regional School
District awarded hate crime
prevention grant

The Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School District has been 
awarded $30,000 through the 
Massachusetts FY26 Hate 
Crime Prevention Grant Pro-
gram.

The state funding will sup-
port the district’s efforts to 
prevent hate crimes and reduce 
incidences of  bias, helping stu-
dents and staff implement pro-
grams and policies that foster a 
safe, inclusive, and supportive 
educational environment. The 
funding supports educator 
training, student engagement 
and community outreach, 
contributing to a safe, inclusive 
environment.

MURSD Assistant Super-
intendent Cheryl Kirkpatrick 
applied for the grant on behalf  
of  the school district, and wrote 
it in collaboration with Anne 
Corron, Principal of  Miscoe 
Hill Middle School, and Nick 
Cuomo, Assistant Principal. 
The Mendon Police Depart-
ment also supported the grant 
application.

“Our middle school students 
are at an age where they are 
learning the importance of  
being respectful, responsible, 
and safe community mem-
bers.” Principal Coron said. 
“We are grateful that this grant 
will support us in helping them 
create the kind of  community 
at Miscoe Hill where all stu-
dents feel a sense of  belonging."

“This grant will also allow 
us to provide meaningful 
programming and resources 
to help our staff work with 
students to ensure school is a 
respectful, welcoming place for 
everyone,” Assistant Superin-
tendent Kirkpatrick said. “We 
are committed to ensuring that 

every student feels safe, valued, 
and respected in our schools 
throughout the Mendon-Upton 
Regional School District.”

The $30,000 awarded to 
the Mendon-Upton Regional 
School District is part of  an 
overall $1.01 million in state 
grants awarded to a total of  38 
school districts across Massa-
chusetts to prevent hate crimes 
and reduce incidents of  bias.

The grant funding can be 
used to support evidence-
based curriculum, professional 
development for educators 
and staff, and collaboration 
with local organizations expe-
rienced in preventing hate and 
bias. It can also help improve 
policies and procedures for 
reporting and responding to 
incidents, strengthening both 
student and staff awareness 
and preparedness.

“We want to make sure that 

students know that in Mas-
sachusetts they are all welcome 
at school and supported by 
our incredible educators and 
staff," said Gov. Maura Healey. 
"The Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Grants provide our local 
schools with the resources and 
tools to prevent hate and create 
safe environments for students 
and their families."

MURSD Superintendent Dr. 
Cohen expressed thanks to the 
state for its support on this cru-
cial matter.

“This funding is an invest-
ment in the well-being and 
growth of  our students,” 
Superintendent Cohen said. 
“It allows us to take proactive 
steps to prevent bias and hate, 
strengthen our school commu-
nity, and ensure that every stu-
dent in Mendon-Upton has the 
opportunity to learn in a safe 
and inclusive environment.”

Gratitude for supporting our neighbors in need
Letter to the Editor: 
The Mendon Council on Aging and Senior Center staff extend 

our heartfelt gratitude to the residents and businesses of  Mendon, as 
well as to the Scouts, for partnering with us to support our neighbors 
in need. Thanks to your generosity, our food pantry has been replen-
ished as we head into the winter season, and we are truly grateful for 
your kindness and community spirit.

We offer special recognition to the Upton Bloomer Girls of  St. 
Gabriel’s Church for their recent food drive, and to the students and 
staff of  Henry P. Clough Elementary School, who surpassed their 
goal by collecting and donating an impressive 517 items.

We would also like to express our appreciation for the dedicated 
volunteers who make our work possible. Their commitment—sort-
ing donations, checking dates, organizing shelves, shopping for 
necessities, filling orders, and assisting clients—is essential to serving 
our community with care and dignity.

Any Mendon resident experiencing food insecurity is encouraged 
to contact Jenn Talamini, Outreach Coordinator, at 508-478-6175 
ext. 123 for confidential assistance.

Mendon Food Pantry. Courtesy photo

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

Email us about
an upcoming event

or a concern about things
happening around town

editor@
uptonmendonfreepress.com
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Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard-
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident, you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

Swandale Cemetery in Mendon in October. 
Photo credit: Theresa Knapp

Hours: Mon - Sun 11AM - 9:30PM  • Tuesday Closed508-478-8528   •   507-634-9999
130 Main St., Milford MA 01757   •   milfordindiaspice.com

HOLIDAY FEAST at MILFORD’SHOLIDAY FEAST at MILFORD’S
FAVORITE INDIAN RESTAURANT! FAVORITE INDIAN RESTAURANT! 

Warm, flavorful Indian dishes to makeWarm, flavorful Indian dishes to make
your holidays special!your holidays special!

HOLIDAY SPECIALS:HOLIDAY SPECIALS:
• Butter Chicken • Biryani • Tandoori & many more

• Veg and Vegan

PERFECT FOR PARTIES & GATHERINGS
Takeout • Catering • Family Meals • Dine-in
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Upton Police receive
Blessing of the Fleet

On Nov. 23, members of the Upton Police Department attended Sunday Mass. On Facebook, the UPD 
extended its “sincere thanks St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish and members of our community for honoring 
us during the Mass. The annual ‘Blessing of the Fleet’ by Father Steven took place at the conclusion of Mass. 
Source: Facebook @uptonpolice



TAFT LIBRARY 
continued on page 15

5.897" x 5"
Medway Millis News

Stay connected.
❅ Mobile Banking & Check Deposit – Download the app   
❅ Online Banking & Bill Payment – CharlesRiverBank.com  
❅ Surcharge-Free ATMs   ❅ And More!

70 Main Street, Medway  |  2 South Maple Street, Bellingham    
1 Hastings Street, Mendon 

CharlesRiverBank.com  |  508-533-8661

Hours may be subject to change due to weather.  
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com for up-to-date information.

Please note our special holiday hours

  
 

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24th

8:30 AM to Noon

  
 

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th

Closed

  
 

  
 

New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, December 31st

8:30 AM to 3:00 PM

New Year’s Day
Thursday, January 1st

Closed

Wishing you a happy  
Holiday Season and a wonderful 

New Year.

Equal Housing Lender 
Member FDIC  

Member DIF
Follow 
us on

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED  

Call Mauricio
508.202.8602 MA  HIC.#169427FULLY INSURED

• New construction and additions
• Bathroom and kitchen remodeling 
• Window and door replacement
• Wood flooring and refinishing
• Decks, siding and roofing 
• Power washing, gutter repair
• Basement refinishing 
• Carpentry and painting
• Masonry, stone patios and retention walls
• Handyman work
Detailed & Meticulous  •  Reasonable Rates 

BBRREEMMAANNNN
HHOOMMEE  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT
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ADULT & TEEN PROGRAMS
DECEMBER 2025

Upcoming Events:
To register for an event, click 

on the Library Event Calendar & 
Registration link at the top of  the 
library’s homepage (www.taftpub-
liclibrary.org). 

Adult Handcrafting Group
Let’s get crafty! Join the Adult 

Handcrafting Group on Wednes-
day, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. downstairs 
in the library and get your craft 
on! Bring your own craft project, 
whatever it might be, to work 
on while you visit. Intended for 
adults. No registration is required. 
Crafts are NOT supplied. 

Slow Flow Yoga for Adults & Teens
Join Katie Aissis from Sprouting 

Tree Yoga for Slow Flow Yoga. 
This Vinyasa style yoga class links 
breath to movement in a dynamic 
sequence of  postures. Participants 
will build strength while also 
finding moments throughout the 
practice to quiet the mind and rest 
the body. This class is appropriate 
for all levels, and no previous yoga 
experience is necessary. Please 
bring your own yoga mat. Join us 
on Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 24, April 
14 and May 12 at 7 p.m. Registra-
tion required.

Adult Book Club
The Adult Book Club is led by 

Library Assistant Kris Heumann. 
Upcoming book club discus-

sions are as follows:
Discussion of  Project Hail Mary 

by Andy Weir on Monday, Jan. 12 
at 6:30 p.m.

Copies of  Adult Book Club 
books can be picked up at the 

downstairs desk. For additional 
information on upcoming book 
clubs contact the library at 508-
473-3259.  

The Magic Behind the Holidays 
with Greg Dwyer

Greg Dwyer returns with an 
enchanting mind reading experi-
ence for the holiday season! The 
Magic Behind the Holidays is a 
captivating theatrical experience 
where illusion, mentalism, and the 
spirit of  the season come together 
in a truly magical way. Presented 
by former illusioinist and com-
munication expert Greg Dwyer, 
this one-of-a-kind show blends 
interactive mind reading, storytell-
ing, and seasonal charm to leave 
audiences amazed, entertained, 
and filled with holiday cheer. Join 
us on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m.  
Registration is required as space 
is limited. Visit www.taftpublicli-
brary.org to register.

Awards Book Club
Hosted by Taft Library Assis-

tant Jane Blackwood, the Awards 
Book Club meets on a quarterly 
basis to discuss fiction award win-
ners of  the year. Jane selects from 
the books that took home the cov-
eted Pulitzer Prize, the National 
Book Award, the Booker Prize 
and more! Stop at the downstairs 
circulation desk to pick up the lat-
est Awards book for discussion.  

The current book in the 
Awards Book Club discussion 
series is Virginia Evans’ The Cor-
respondent, a top 5 Amazon Book 
of  the Year pick. Discussion of  
The Correspondent will be in Febru-
ary date TBD. Copies of  the book 
can be picked up at the down-
stairs circulation desk.

Footnotes Nonfiction Book Club
Footnotes Nonfiction Book Club 

is back with a whole new slate of  
books to discuss for 2025-26! Led 
by Library Director Andrew Jen-
rich, the club will tackle the follow-
ing upcoming books this year:

An Immense World: How Animal 
Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms 
Around Us by Ed Yong (in March 
2026 date TBD.)

There is No Place for Us: Working 
and Homeless in America by Brian 
Goldstone.

Material World: The Six Raw Ma-
terials That Shape Modern Civilization 
by Ed Conway.

A Walk in the Park: The True Story 
of  a Spectacular Misadventure in the 
Grand Canyon by Kevin Fedarko.

Dates of  discussion for some of  
the upcoming books are to be de-
termined. The Footnotes Nonfic-
tion Book Club typically meets on 
a quarterly basis. Those interested 
can pick up a copy of  the next 
book at the downstairs circulation 
desk.
German Conversation Club

Are you looking for a place 
to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your 
German vocabulary? Conversa-
tions in German is no pressure, 
just fun! Lead by Library Assistant 
(and Mendon resident) Monika 

Schmid, the group typically meets 
the last Monday of  each month.  
Contact the library at 508-473-
3259 for additional details. Reg-
istration is required. To register, 
visit our website.

Friends of the Taft Public
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
meetings are typically held on the 
last Tuesday of  the month at 7 
p.m. downstairs in the Art Holmes 
Community Room, unless it falls 
on a holiday or during a school 
vacation. All are welcome (and 
encouraged) to attend! If  you plan 
on attending, it’s always a good 
idea to call the library at 508-
473-3259 or email the Friends at 
friendsoftaftlibrary@gmail.com 
to confirm the date and time of  
the meeting. The group will do its 
best to post any meeting changes 
on the Taft Library website.

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS
DECEMBER 2025

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.org 
and find the events page to regis-
ter along with more information 
for the programs. Please note that 
there will be no storytimes during 
the last week of  December. 

Itty Bitty Story Time 
Itty Bitty Storytime is designed 

for our youngest patrons birth to 
3 years old. Join us for a lot of  fun 
on Tuesdays and select Wednes-
days at 9:30 a.m. 

Story & Craft Time 
Join us for Story and Craft Time! 

Perfect for the preschool-aged child! 
All sessions take place on Tues-
day mornings at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday afternoons at 1 p.m. 

  
Alphabet Storytime 

It’s all about the alphabet! Each 
week we will focus on a different 
letter. We will read a couple of  
books, sing songs, and learn about 
the letter of  the week! Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30 a.m. Please 
note there is no Alphabet Story-
time the last Wednesday of  the 
month. 



PLEASE RECYCLE ME!

By Upton Library Staff

December Holiday Hours
Upton Town Library will have 

the following holiday hours:
Wednesday, Dec. 24 – 9 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. *Early Closing
Thursday, Dec. 25 – Closed
Friday, Dec. 26 – Closed
Saturday, Dec. 27 – 9 a.m. -

4 p.m. *Regular Hours
Wednesday, Dec. 31 – 9 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. *Early Closing
Thursday, Jan. 1 - Closed

Wowbrary Weekly Email
Each week on Wednesday 

morning, Wowbrary sends an 
email newletter with our weekly 
roundup of  upcoming events, 
along with the latest new addi-
tions to our collection and spe-
cial event announcements. Sign 
up at Wowbrary.org, enter your 
zipcode and email address.

CHILDREN’S & YOUNG ADULT 
EVENTS
Winter Trees Craft – Dec. 13,
11 a.m., ages 3+

Drop in anytime from 11 a.m. 
till 1 p.m. as we use construction 
paper, scissors, and paint to cre-
ate a winter tree picture!

Winter Seed Sowing - Dec. 29, 
1 p.m., ages 8 to adult

Join Danette Rutledge as 
she shares information about 
cultivating native New England 
plants for your yard! PLEASE 
NOTE: Participants must bring 

their own empty, clean milk gal-
lon for planting their seeds. No 
registration required. Sponsored by 
the Upton Mosquito Tick & Control 
Board.

Movie Event - Dec. 30, 5:30 -
7 p.m.

See library website for movie 
details and suggested ages.

ADULT EVENTS
Vision Boarding for Your Goals 
with Local Expert Dominique 
Ross - Sat. Jan. 3, 10 a.m. -
12 p.m., Ages 13 – Adult

Plan for the new year with 
vision boarding! This program 
will begin with meditation and 
then proceed into a hands-on 
crafting workshop. In this work-
shop, you will contemplate your 
goals for the year, month, or 
week ahead and create a visual 
poster to keep you focused! Join 
us in this fun craft to visualize 
your goals. Materials are pro-
vided. Register online at upton-
library.org.

Drum Circle with Dave Curry - 
Saturday, Jan. 3, 7 - 9:30 p.m.
Ages 8 - Adult

Join facilitator Dave Curry for 
an evening of  freestyle drum-
ming. Instruction and extra 
drums are provided, but you can 
also bring your own drums and 
percussion instruments. No prior 
experience is necessary, so the 
circle is suitable for beginners on 
up to experienced drummers. 

Registration is requested. *Now 
a monthly program on the first 
Saturday of  each month, spon-
sored by Friends of  the Upton 
Library

Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults – Thursday, Dec. 18, 
5:15 - 7:30 p.m.

Join our tabletop game series 
for adults. Meets every third 
Thursday of  the month from 
5:15 - 7:30 p.m. Beginners and 
experienced players both wel-
come!

Virtual Author Talk Series
View free online author talks, 

either live or recorded. Register 
and get more information at the 
library website, or at https://
libraryc.org/uptontownlibrary

Author Talk with David Brooks: 
The Creative and Compassion-
ate Art of Seeing Others - Tues-
day, Jan. 13 at 2 p.m.

BOOK GROUPS
Monthly book groups are fa-

cilitated by Upton Library staff. 
We also reserve book copies for 
local private book groups, con-
tact us for more information!

Upton Reads Book Group
An eclectic mix of  contem-

porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tues-
day afternoon and Thursday 
evening of  each month, with a 
remote call-in option.

Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, Jan. 15 
at 6:45 p.m.: James by Percival 
Everett.

Fic or No Fic Book Group
An adult book group led by 

Librarian Micaela that alter-
nates fiction and non-fiction 
selections. Meets on the last 
Wednesday of  each month at 
6:45 p.m. No Meeting in De-
cember. Next Meeting will be on 
Jan. 28.

Tween Book Club – Dec. 18 at 
6:30 p.m.

This club is especially for our 
middle grade patrons, ages 10 
to 14. This group reads popular 
middle grade titles selected by 
our members. For our Decem-
ber meeting, we will be discuss-
ing the title The Secret Battle of  
Evan Pao by Wendy Wan Long 
Shang.

Kids’ Book Club – Jan. 7 at 4 
p.m.

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile chapter 
books on the first Wednesday of  
each month from 4 - 4:45 p.m. 
For our January meeting, we 

will be discussing the title Weird 
but True! USA by National Geo-
graphic Kids. This group is for 
ages 7 to 10.

MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS – 
REGISTER NOW!

Most programs and events re-
quire pre-registration at uptonli-
brary.org or call 508-529-6272. 
Program details can be found 
on our website on our Event 
Calendar. Registrations open the 
month prior to events.

Baby Storytime – Fridays 
at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m., ages birth 
to 3

Preschool Storytime –
Thursdays at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m., 
ages 3 to 5

Chess Club – 1st Tuesday 
each month, 4 - 6 p.m., ages 5 
to 14

Crafting Club – 2nd Tuesday 
each month, 4 - 6 p.m., ages 5 
to 14

Gaming Club – 3rd Tuesday 
each month, 4 - 6 p.m., ages 5 
to 14

Magic the Gathering: Com-
mander – 4th Tuesday each 
month, 4 - 6 p.m., ages 8 to 16

FreeDrum Circle – 1st 
Saturday each month, 7 - 9:30 
p.m., ages 8+

Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults – 3rd Thursday each 
month, ages 16+

Upton Reads Book Group – 
2nd Tuesday and 3rd Thursday 
each month

Fic or No Fic Book Group – 
last Wednesday each month

Virtual Author Talks – var-
ies, see our website

For more information or assis-
tance with any library services, 
call 508-529-6272 or email 
mbachtol@cwmars.org

Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
9 Milford Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-8   •   Mon., Fri. & Sat. 9-4   •   Sun. CLOSED

Access Bellingham-Mendon, Inc. 
10 WILLIAM WAY (OFF RTE. 140) • BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

Tel: 508-966-3234 • Email: abmi8@comcast.net
Visit us on the web at abmi8.org

ABMI-TV $1500 SCHOLARSHIP
All local high school seniors graduating 

in 2026 are eligible!  
Check with the guidance department at your 

school to apply online!  Applicants must 
reside in either Bellingham or Mendon.

Don’t  just watch TV — Make it!

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

DECKS • KITCHEN REMODELS • ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS • ROOFING

SIDING • WINDOWS • GUTTERS
ENTRY DOORS • DORMERS • AND MORE! 

774-573-9811774-573-9811
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Mendon residents to perform in The Nutcracker 
Performances in Milford on Dec. 13-14

The Greater Milford Ballet’s 
will hold its production of  “The 
Nutcracker” on Dec. 13 and 
Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. at the Milford 
High School.

Mendon residents Kendall 
Negron and Evren Hodge will 
play the leading roles of, re-
spectively, Clara and the Mouse 
King.  

Other roles featuring Mendon 
residents include Jaclyn Bianchi 
as Aunt Cornelia and dancing in 
Snow and Waltz Corps; Annal-
iese Burke as Child with Bear; 
Tessa Citro Party Child, Soldier 
and Chinese Corps; Belinda 
Dunner Party Child, Angel 
Corps, Gingerbread Man; Juliet 
Hodge Party Child, Mouse, 
Chines Corps, Candy Cane; 
Lizzy Hodge as Maid, Lady in 
Waiting, Angel and Marzipan 
Corps. 

The remainder rest of  the cast 
are from Hopedale, Blackstone, 
Bellingham, Grafton, Hoped-
ale, Milford, Millville, Webster, 
Wrentham, Uxbridge, and 
Cumberland, RI. 

The performance will feature 
an exciting 47-member cast of  
characters, colorful costumes 
and dazzling choreography. This 
production is local, easily acces-
sible, and affordable.

Available at intermission: re-
freshments, holiday raffle items 
including gift certificates from 

Kendall Negron of Mendon will 
play Clara in the Dec. 13 -14 pro-
duction of The Nutcracker. Photo 
courtesy of Greater Milford Ballet 

 Evren Hodge of Mendon will play 
the Mouse King in The Nutcracker. 
Photo courtesy of Greater Milford 
Ballet

The Nutcracker party scene. Photo courtesy of Greater Milford Ballet

local restaurants, retailers, and 
themed gift baskets. 

For more information, call 
508-473-2105.

 

North Pole– As 
he does each 
year at this time, 
Santa Claus 
announced 
today that he has 
chosen Medway 
Oil & Propane 
as the exclusive 
resource for 
high quality 
Lehigh 
Anthracite coal 
for eastern and 

central Massachusetts residents. 
 
According to one of Santa’s senior elves, 
it was very important that Santa find a 
company he could count on this winter.  It 
was especially important that Santa 
choose a coal company that found a way 
to deliver—despite Governor Maura 
Healey’s attempts to ruin Christmas by 
over-regulating the home heating 
industry, with absurd state requirements 
for electric vehicles that were in place 
from January 1 through April 14, 2025. 
 
This created chaos in the industry! 
Massachusetts was left without the ability 
to purchase a non-electric vehicle. 
Consequently, Santa’s sleigh had to be 
electric, since Governor Healey banned 
the Kringle 3000 Jet Turbine engine as 
well!  
 
“We were filled with Christmas cheer 
when we learned that Santa 

chose us again this year,” said Jeffrey 
Mushnick, owner of Medway Oil & 
Propane. “We have coal that is quite 
suitable for keeping people warm this 
winter—and also for filling stockings and 
decorating snowmen! We offer the best 
quality anthracite coal in the region. 
Those who deserve a lump of coal in their 
stocking should get the very best.” 
 

Even the Naughty Will  
Get Something Nice! 

 
In a telephone interview this week Santa 
Claus elaborated further on his decision. 
“We know that Medway Oil & Propane 
has been offering great coal and 
wonderful service to their customers since 
1954,” said Santa. “It was super easy for 
me to select the region’s best coal 
supplier to handle all  requests for coal.”  
Santa’s happiness with Medway Oil & 
Propane means  the “naughty and nice” 
will get great coal, fuel oil or propane 
service. 
 

FREE 100 Pounds of Coal and 
One Pound for Stockings! 

 
Homeowners who heat with coal are 
invited to receive a FREE 100-pound bag 
of coal with any coal delivery before 
January 31, 2026. Call (508)533-6561 or 
1-800-649-5949. Anyone in the region 
wanting a few free lumps of coal for 
stocking stuffers should call for details. 
Lumps of coal for all who deserve it!  
 

    Visit medwayoilpropane.com 

State’s Energy Regulations (Advanced 
Clean Sleigh Act) ALMOST Forced Santa 

to an Electric Sleigh This Year 

Important News from the North Pole 

Medway Oil & Propane Still Guarantees Christmas Delivery  
of Lehigh Anthracite Coal to All Who Deserve It! 

Santa 

Paid Advertisement 
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Music & Movement with Deb 
Hudgins & Coffee and Conver-
sations at the Taft

Join Deb Hudgins on Wednes-
day, Dec. 17 at 9:15 a.m. for a 
30-minute music and movement 
theme-based program which 
features singing and guitar music 
for young children (infants & pre-
school). 

 
Coffee & Conversations is from 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

Join us for an informal play-
time where families will be able 
to build social connections and 
learn about early childhood de-
velopment and family-friendly 
resources. The library will supply 
Muffin House Muffins!

Music & Movement with Deb 
Hudgins 

Join Deb Hudgins for a 
30-minute music and move-
ment theme-based program 
which features singing and 
guitar music for young children 
(infants & preschool).  Join us 
on Tuesday, Dec. 23. The pro-
gram starts promptly at 10:30 
a.m.

Cookies with Santa 
Join us on Monday, Dec. 15 

at 6:30 p.m.  Zoom for our 
yearly cookie decorating sto-
rytime with Santa. Santa will 
join us live from the North Pole. 
Cookie kits to decorate will 
need to be picked up during 
normal library hours. Kits will 
be available on Dec. 11.  Regis-
tration is required and will close 
on Dec. 11. 



CALL TODAY 508-476-1500

14 West Street, Douglas, MA 

508-476-1500

BEN’S CONTAINER & RUBBISH
Delivering affordable and fast dumpster, portable 

toilet and luxury restroom trailer service 
throughout the Southern New England Area.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
•15 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•20 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•Standard Portable Toilets
•ADA Accessible Portable Toilets
•Luxury Heated and Cooled Restroom Trailers
•Emergency Service Deliveries on Nights & Weekends

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

Painting & Carpentry H Power Washing
Deck Refinishing H Exterior & Interior

FULLY INSURED

MOURA
SERVICES

lHl

857-236-3122
Call

Tiago

Follow us on Social Media

Recent Home Sales
    Date	 Mendon	 Amount
11/17/2025	 8 Kelley Rd. #B	 $460,000
11/12/2025	 23 Forest Park Dr.	 $825,000
11/05/2025	 24 Bates St.	 $770,000
10/31/2025	 165 Blackstone St.	 $870,000
10/31/2025	 10 Applewood Ln.	 $905,000
10/29/2025	 55 Hartford Ave. W	 $485,000
10/28/2025	 32 Neck Hill Rd.	 $707,000

     Date	 Upton		 Amount
11/24/2025	 47 Fiske Mill Rd.	 $1.16 mil
11/24/2025	 4 Farrar Rd.	 $795,000
11/21/2025	 3 Knowlton Cir. 	 $512,700
11/14/2025	 41 Shannon Wy	 $689,500
11/13/2025	 95 Crockett Rd.	 $875,000
10/31/2025	 17 Old Grafton Rd.	 $952,500
10/30/2025	 77 Prospect St.	 $410,000
10/30/2025	 53 Cider Mill Ln.	 $1.25 mil
10/29/2025	 23 Westboro Rd.	 $685,000
10/29/2025	 23 Rockwood Ln.	 $1.05 mil
10/28/2025	 26 Fowler St.	 $525,000

Source: zillow.com / Compiled by Upton & Mendon Free Press

The 4-bed, 3-bath, 2,585 square-foot home at 10 Applewood Lane 
in Mendon recently sold for $905,000. Photo source: www.zillow.com
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Pet of the month: Meet Daisy
Winter is just around the cor-

ner but you could bring a little 
bit of  spring home by adopting 
Daisy(2)! Like a breath of  fresh 
air, Daisy is ready to greet you 
each day with her sunny disposi-
tion.

Daisy is a pleasingly plump 
grey tabby with mischievous 
green eyes. As soon as you enter 
the room, Daisy rubs against 
your legs and rolls over for a 
belly rub. She really hopes you 
are there to see her, but she 
totally understands if  you have 
other things to do and will go in 
search of  some exciting toys to 
entertain herself. 

Daisy doesn’t seem interested 
in interacting with other cats, 
so she might do best as the 
only pet in her new home. But 
don’t worry, this ray of  sunshine 
will fill your home with all the 
warmth of  a spring day!

For information on meeting 
Daisy(2), or the other cats at the 
Milford Humane Society, please 
visit www.milfordhumane.org

Free Christmas Brass 
Concert Dec. 19 

The Birch Alley Brass En-
semble will present a concert 
at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge 
on Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. The brass 
ensemble, directed by Wil-
liam Moffett, is made up of  35 
student and professional musi-
cians from area towns including 
Uxbridge, Upton, Hopedale, 

Mendon, Northbridge and Mil-
ford. This concert will feature 
Christmas music from around 
the world and is free and open 
to the public. This will be the 
14th annual performance. The 
concert is funded in part by the 
Milford, Hopedale, and Ux-
bridge Cultural Councils.



FRED the FOOT GUY
  Call Fred Gibson • Foot Care Nurse

508-844-7534
Providing in-home 
Senior Toenail and 

Foot Care Services for 13+ years.
Trust your feet to Fred!

Fully Insured / Flexible Schedule

Mark’s Transportation LLCMark’s Transportation LLC

**New applicants only; restrictions applyNew applicants only; restrictions apply

Transport Students & Adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the Certification.

SPLIT SHIFTS: Early morning, mid/late afternoon.

Great job for retired person or someone
needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid Driver’s License.

CALL TODAY
for more information
561-654-9881

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS DRIVERS WANTEDWANTED
30 Positions30 Positions

NOW AVAILABLE!NOW AVAILABLE!

WE PAY MORE

Office is located atOffice is located at
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon–Fri, 9am–5pm
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BVT inducts 57 students into National and Technical Honor Societies
On Thursday, Nov. 6, a group 

of  57 students from Blackstone 
Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT) 
were inducted into the James 
S. Mullaney Chapter of  the 
National Honor Society (NHS) 
and/or the Paul Sullivan Chap-
ter of  the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) during 
an induction ceremony.  

"The induction is a significant 
and commendable recognition 
of  our students' hard work, dedi-
cation, academic excellence, and 
technical expertise," said NHS 
Advisor Jessica MacKenzie. 

"The evening ceremony is 
a proud moment for our stu-
dents, staff, and families as we 
celebrate and recognize the ac-
complishments of  our Career 
Technical Education (CTE) stu-
dents who have been invited to 
join the National and Technical 
Honor Societies," said NTHS 
Advisor Jeremy Pandolfo.

"It is always a pleasure to cel-
ebrate our modern-day career 
technical students. They can 
readily demonstrate high-level 
technical training and simulta-
neously validate high achieve-
ment in academics that serve as 
a foundation for their technical 
aptitude," said Superintendent-
Director Anthony E. Steele II. 
"It is with immense pride that I 
congratulate our new inductees, 
who exemplify the values of  our 
school and these organizations."

While the NHS and the 
NTHS are two distinct orga-
nizations with different focuses 
and criteria, at BVT students 
can be members of  one or both 
chapters. NHS membership 
honors those who have met rig-
orous academic standards and 
who exemplify scholarship, lead-
ership, service, and character. 
NTHS membership recognizes 
students who demonstrate aca-
demic and technical excellence 

New members of the NHS and NTHS were honored during an induction ceremony at BVT on Nov. 6. Photo courtesy of Blackstone Valley Tech

in their CTE program, as well as 
character, skills, and work ethic.

About Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School (BVT): serves 
the towns of  Bellingham, 
Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Milford, 
Millbury, Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, and Uxbridge. 
Located in the heart of  the 
Blackstone Valley, BVT creates 
a positive learning community 
that prepares students for per-
sonal and professional success in 
an internationally competitive 
society through a fusion of  rig-
orous vocational, technical, and 
academic skills. For more infor-
mation about the school and the 
honor societies, visit www.valley-
tech.k12.ma.us/nhsnths.



SPORTS

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137

  Fresh Home Grown Pork, Lamb 
and Beef Available
•  Seasonal Produce   

• Fresh Eggs   • Local Products
  64 Williams Street, Upton, MA

Visit us for all your Holiday Needs!

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional Dog, Cat and Horse Care at Your Home

CALL MAGGIE
508-769-9634

Dependable • Year-Round Service
Excellent References

35 Years Professional Experience

Thanksgiving win caps strong BVT football finish
Beavers won four of their last five
By Chris Villani,
Sports Writer 

The Blackstone Valley Tech 
football team was young and 
relatively inexperienced this fall, 
but the Beavers turned around 
a slow start to win four of  their 
last five games and get back 
to .500 on the season. BVT 
capped off its campaign with a 
28-0 win over rival Nipmuc on 
Thanksgiving.

Head coach Anthony Landini 
said he saw signs of  his team’s 
potential early on.

“We weren’t intimidated, we 
were just making mistakes,” 
he said of  the start of  the year. 
“Even when we were getting 
beat, they played all four quar-
ters. We were playing complete 
games.”

Valley Tech had numerous 
players step up as the year pro-
gressed. Junior Xavier Salois 
caught two touchdown passes 
against Westboro, including 
the game winner in the final 
minute. The victory over the 
Division II program repre-
sented the highest division foe 
the Beavers had ever beaten. 
In addition to the win over the 
Rangers, Nipmuc picked up 
late season victories over Assa-
bet and Bay Path. Landini said 
it was hard to believe that his 

team had once been 2-5.
Several players put together 

stellar campaigns. Nathan Har-
ris was a standout on both sides 
of  the ball. Brothers Lucas and 
Jay Greenstein turned up big 
on Thanksgiving. Lucas earned 

defensive MVP honors for the 
game, and his 4th down stop 
was a huge turning point in the 
game. Jay had two sacks and 
forced a fumble in the win over 
Nipmuc.

Sophomore quarterback 

Dylan Dean threw three touch-
down passes in the win and 
senior captain Bryce Sheldon 
continued to be a workhorse in 
the backfield, a role he played 
throughout the year.

“We started off hot,” Landini 

Valley Tech's captains line up with Nipmuc ahead of the annual Thanksgiving Day game, a 28-0 BVT win. Photo from Head Coach Anthony  Landini

"We got the early
jump and were

up 28-0 by halftime 
and then

our defense
stepped up." 

~ Anthony Landini
BVT head coach 

said. “We got the early jump 
and were up 28-0 by halftime 
and then our defense stepped 
up. We got some big stops.”

The teams played in front of  
a sizable crowd on a pleasant 
Thanksgiving morning. BVT’s 
program is barely two decades 
old, young in an area where 
some rivalries stretch back a 
century or more, but Landini 
said he was pleased to see so 
many alumni at the game.

“Our program is still young, 
and with our bench so close to 
where the fans are, I was turn-
ing around and seeing a lot of  
former players,” Landini said. 
“We are starting to build up 
that network of  former play-
ers coming back, and it’s really 
nice to see."

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Anytime, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.
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SPORTS

Serving the Community since 1980

WINTER IS A GREAT TIME TO PRUNE 
WHILE TREES ARE DORMANT!
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
FAST FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 • sales@templemantree.com
MAA & TCIA Member

CONTACT US TODAY!

Nipmuc Girls Soccer reaches another State Final
Title Defense ends with loss to Medfield 
By Chris Villani,
Sports Writer 

The Nipmuc girls’ soccer 
team put together a string of  
41 games without a loss before 
falling in the state championship 
game last month, a 1-0 loss to 
Medfield in a rematch of  the 
2024 final.

“It was another fantastic 
season,” said head coach Steve 
Khoury. “We had 11 seniors this 
year, and they bought the pro-
gram a long way.”

Nipmuc knocked off Medfield 
last year to capture the state 
championship and its last loss 
in its second game of  the 2024 
campaign. Khoury said his 
group was focused all season on 
getting back to the title game, 
even as they battled through a 
challenging schedule.

“They knew they had a chance 
to do it again,” he said. “The 
focus every day, they worked 
their butts off and approached 
every game like it was one they 
didn’t want to lose. They just 
wanted to keep it going.”

Defense was a huge part of  
the team’s success this fall. Nip-
muc allowed just five goals in 
free play during the team’s 23 
games. The group of  Lyla Hill, 
Maddie Weibe, Riley Restic, 
Emma Watts, and Jess Casey 
were stout in front of  goaltender 
Caylee Smith.

On offense, Cate Tengler, 
Abby Mullins, and Kenzie Ellis 
shared the scoring. Anya Mon-
tano led the way and earned all-
New England honors.

The championship game was 
a clash of  powerhouses. Nipmuc 
came into the game ranked 23rd 

The Nipmuc girls soccer team following a late season practice. The team went 41 straight games without a 
loss. Photo from Coach Steve Khoury

Senior Anya Montano. Photo cour-
tesy of Michael Owen Murdock

Senior Kenzie Ellis after the last 
whistle. Photo courtesy of Michael 
Owen Murdock

Sophomore Cate Tengler heads 
the ball. Photo courtesy of Evan Hill

Sophomore Caylee Smith makes a great save. Photo courtesy of Joshua 
Paul King

Three seniors – (L to R) Kenzie 
Ellis (#10), Emma Watts (#4), and 
Ella Vanesse (#14). Photo Courtesy 
of Bryce Kenney

Nipmuc Varsity Girls Soccer team 
before the game. Photo courtesy of 
Bryce Kenney

in the nation, going head-to-head 
against the number four team.

“Their front three was very 
good, they played very well to-
gether and they did not give us 
a lot of  opportunities,” Khoury 
said. “We did have our chances 
in the second half, but we didn’t 
capitalize.”

Khoury said his team was dis-
appointed after the final whistle, 
but he told them that this one 
result was not going to define 
their season of  their last few 
years of  success.

The message seemed to reso-
nate as the group was singing 
songs and celebrating during the 
bus ride home after the champi-
onship, Khoury said.

The members of  the senior 
class finished their careers 76-8-
5. Their impact stretched well 
beyond the field of  play.

“They were definitely good 
role models for the other girls 
and they were always welcom-
ing, they took them in like fam-
ily,” Khoury said. “They did a 
great job.”

Murdock, Hill, and Kenney are members of the Nipmuc Photo Club
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No Payments For Up To 90 Days
0% APR FOR UP 
TO 72 MONTHS

$0 DOWN 
LEASES

CLEARANCE EVENT

HUGE DISCOUNTS 
up to 15% OFF MSRP! 

All 2025’s Must Go!

YEAR-END
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (ROUTE 16) MENDON, MA 01756 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
FOUR DEALERSHIPS // SEVEN BRANDS

#D15570 • SUNROOF, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 CHRYSLER 
PACIFICA

$44,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$55,265

As low  
as  

$160/wk
#TP6216R • SR5 TRIM, DBL CAB

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$42,605

As low  
as  

$131/wk

#48028 • EX TRIM, NAV, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$35,290

As low  
as  

$90/wk

#P18261 • NAV, HEATED LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 GENESIS  
GV70 3.5T

$49,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$64,700

As low  
as  

$178/wk

#D15355 • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LT

$17,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$68/wk

#D15590 • ALLOYS, AWD, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$30,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$48,595

As low  
as  

$110/wk

#C18502 • SUPERCREW, STX
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 FORD  
F-150 XL 4x4

$35,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,250

As low  
as  

$128/wk

#TP6159 • APPLE CARPLAY, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2023 TOYOTA  
CAMRY SE

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$90/wk

#P18032 • XLT, SUNROOF, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$104/wk

#47954 • CUSTOM, 2.7L TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$124/wk

2023 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE-OWNER  

VEHICLES
790 One-Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#47621A • ACTIVE TRIM, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 CHEVY 
TRAX SUV

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$28,565

As low  
as  

$82/wk
#TM25-623A • SR5, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$39,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$58,405

#TP6116 • AWD, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SEL

$23,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$85/wk
#D15428 • LATITUDE LUX, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,400

As low  
as  

$85/wk

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$20,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$26,589

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#25272A • LIMITED, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$25,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,265

As low  
as  

$92/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA 4x4

2023 SUBARU  
CROSSTREK

As low  
as  

$145/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
COROLLA LE

2023 KIA  
SPORTAGE

2023 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2022 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#D15410 • UNLIMITED SPORT, 8” LCD
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$117/wk

#TP5634 • SV TRIM, 18” ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$20,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$74/wk

#TP6094 • 27/34 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$26,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,960

As low  
as  

$96/wk

2024 TOYOTA  
RAV4 LE SUV

2023 NISSAN  
ROGUE AWD

2021 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P18138 • 2.0L TURBO, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD 
EDGE SEL

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$92/wk
#D14951L • HEATED LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,550

#C18031 • TURBO, BIG BEND, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,995

As low  
as  

$170/wk
#P18001 • SUNROOF, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 LINCOLN  
CORSAIR

$26,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,645

As low  
as  

$96/wk
#D15211 • AWD, HEATED SEATS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,695

As low  
as  

$85/wk
#TP5839 • 2.0L TURBO, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$40,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,800

As low  
as  

$145/wk

2023 VW  
JETTA 1.5T SE

As low  
as  

$68/wk

2022 SUBARU  
OUTBACK

#TP5397 • 25/36 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,686

As low  
as  

$85/wk

2024 HYUNDAI  
SONATA

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

so you  
save more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2025 MERCEDES 
GLA 250 SUV

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

#47843 • LT TRIM, 4X4, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$38,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$44,290

As low  
as  

$138/wk
#D15237 • 30/37 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$26,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,190

#P17904 • AWD, ALLOYS, SPOILER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,899

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#P18035A • GX PREFERRED, 1.3L

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 BUICK  
ENCORE AWD

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$32,225

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#TP5673 • AWD, TWIN TURBO, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$51,595

As low  
as  

$124/wk
#TP6030 • 4X4, 3.6L V6, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,710

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2024 HONDA  
CIVIC SPORT

As low  
as  

$96/wk

2024 BMW  
X1 xDrive28i

#TP5646 • XLE TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,775

As low  
as  

$124/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
HIGHLANDER

2022 RAM  
1500 BIG HORN

2022 MAZDA  
CX-5 2.5 S

2024 CHEVY 
COLORADO

2021 DODGE  
DURANGO GT

#TP6135 • 30/38 MPG CITY/HWY

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

IF YOU CAN 
DREAM IT 

YOU CAN 
DRIVE IT!

SALE ENDS 12/31/2025. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2014 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN-DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Page 20	   Upton & Mendon Free Press  |  www.UptonMendonFreePress.com 	 Dec. 11, 2025 - Jan. 7, 2026




