
By Sharmarke Holif  
and Andrew Brown

Editor’s note: This story was 
produced as part of a collabora-
tion between Sacramento State 
University's journalism program 
and Messenger Publishing Group. 
Journalism majors used U.S. Census 
Bureau figures and other large data-
sets to report on trends occurring 

throughout the region.
GALT, CA (MPG) - Access to high-
speed internet has grown quickly 
in recent years across much of rural 
Sacramento County, the latest census 
figures show. 

Broadband refers to internet access 
at high speeds. The expansion of 
broadband enables faster web ser-
vices and quicker loading times for 
homes, schools, and businesses. 

Rural cities in Sacramento County 
such as Galt have seen an influx in 
broadband access in the past eight 
years. 

Galt broadband coverage jumped 
from about 85% in the period cov-
ering 2013 to 2017 to about 92% in 
the period covering 2019 to 2023, the 
latest census data show. 

“Having the internet, whether it is 
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Family Seeks Accountability for Lopez

Story and photo  
by Idaly Valencia

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Family members seeking 
justice for Connor Lopez, 
a beloved piano teacher 
and musician from Galt, 
gathered at the county 
courthouse Dec. 15 for 
the first hearing in eight 
months related to his death. 

Lopez, 23 at the time of 
his passing, was killed in 

a crash in April 2025. He 
was riding his motorcy-
cle eastbound on Sheldon 
Road in Elk Grove when 
an oncoming SUV made a 
left turn and collided with 
him. 

The  dr iver,  Har j i t 
Kaur, is charged with 
mi sdemeano r  veh i c -
ular manslaughter in 
connection with the crash. 
In court, Judge Jerome 
Price outlined the charge, 

alleging that Kaur caused 
Lopez’s death while driv-
ing unlawfully but without 
gross negligence. 

Members of the Lopez-
Lyman family attended 
Kaur’s arraignment, which 
was brief and focused on 
setting a future court date. 
Kaur did not appear in per-
son and was represented 
by her attorney, Hendrick 
Crowell, drawing frus-
tration from family and 

supporters. 
During the hearing, 

a deputy district attor-
ney requested, at the 
family’s urging, that Kaur 
be required to appear in 
person at the next court 
date scheduled for Feb. 
25. Price said that because 
Kaur faces a misdemeanor 
charge, she is not required 
to appear unless future pro-
ceedings warrant it.

Connor Lopez’s mother Allison Lyman and stepfather John Lyman speak to local media on Dec. 15 outside Sacramento Superior 
Court, with friends and family nearby.

Continued on Page 3

From Hot Spots to High Speed
Broadband Internet Access Boosts Galt's Connectivity

“Galt’s city officials have expressed real interest in working with us to boost broadband, so we are working with them on 
a potential fiber market in that city,” said Mark Peterson, strategic projects manager at unWired Broadband. Photo by USA-
Reiseblogger via Pixabay

New Laws 
Aim to 
Improve 

Road Safety 
Across State

A new law requires electric 
bicycles to have a red 
reflector or a solid or flashing 
red rear light with a built-
in reflector during all hours 
of operation. Photo by u_
d7hddm5o via Pixabay

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - New public safety 
laws approved during the 
2025 legislative session 
will take effect Jan. 1, the 
California Highway Patrol 
announced in a Dec. 26 
news release. The changes 
address school zone and 
highway speed limits, elec-
tric-powered bicycles and 
motorcycles, vehicle stor-
age and crime prevention.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
California Highway Patrol, 
the update aims to inform 
drivers, promote safer deci-
sion-making and improve 
roadway safety as trans-
portation technologies 
continue to evolve.

Several of the new laws 
focus on pedestrian and 
traffic safety, particularly 
speed limits. 

Assembly Bil l  382 
allows local authorities to 
lower school zone speed 
limits from 25 to 20 miles 
per hour through Jan. 1, 
2031. After that date, 20 
miles per hour will become 
the standard in school 
zones where signs are 
posted.

Another traffic safety 
m e a s u r e ,  A s s e m b l y 
B i l l  1 0 1 4 ,  a u t h o -
rizes the Department of 
Transportation to reduce 
highway speed limits by 
five miles per hour and 
requires warning citations 
during the first 30 days 
after a reduction.

Assembly Bil l  390 
expands California’s “slow 
down and move over” law 
to include highway main-
tenance vehicles and any 
stationary vehicle using 
flashing hazard lights, 
cones or flares. Drivers 
must change lanes when 
possible or slow to a safe 
speed when approaching 
such vehicles.

Severa l  new l aws 
address electric bicycles 
and electric motorcycles. 
Assembly Bill 544 requires 
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electric bicycles to have a red reflector 
or a solid or flashing red rear light with 
a built-in reflector during all hours of 
operation. 

The bill also allows the California 
Highway Patrol’s online electric bicy-
cle safety and training program to satisfy 
safety course requirements for minors 
cited for helmet violations.

Senate Bill 586 defines an off-high-
way electric motorcycle, known as an 
eMoto, as a vehicle designed primarily 
for off-highway use that is powered by 
an electric motor, has handlebars, a strad-
dle seat and two wheels and does not have 
pedals.

 The bill classifies eMotos as 

off-highway motor vehicles, subjecting 
them to existing regulations including 
helmet requirements and DMV-issued 
identification plates.

Vehicle storage and removal provisions 
are addressed in Assembly Bill 875. The 
law allows officers to impound a vehicle 
for at least 48 hours if it has fewer than 
four wheels, does not meet the defini-
tion of an electric bicycle, can exceed 20 
miles per hour and is operated by an unli-
censed driver. It also applies to class 3 
electric bicycles operated by riders under 
16. A safety course may be required before 
release when a child is involved.

Assembly Bill 289 establishes the 
State Highway Work Zone Speed Safety 
Program, authorizing a pilot program 

that uses radar or laser systems to detect 
speeding in work zones. The system 
will photograph license plates and issue 
citations to registered owners, with proce-
dures for review and appeal.

The California Highway Patrol also 
highlighted laws approved during the 
2024 legislative session that take effect 
this year.

Beginning Jan. 1, Senate Bill 1271 
strengthens safety standards for electric 
bicycles, powered mobility devices and 
lithium-ion batteries. The law requires 
testing by accredited laboratories, com-
pliance labeling and prohibits the sale or 
lease of noncompliant devices. Starting 
Jan. 1, 2028, renting noncompliant devices 
will also be prohibited.

Self-driving cars, autonomous vehicles 
(Avs), oversight expands under Assembly 
Bill 1777. 

Once Department of Motor Vehicles 
regulations are adopted, officers may 
issue notices of autonomous vehicle non-
compliance to manufacturers for traffic 
violations. Beginning July 1, self-driv-
ing cars operating without a human driver 
must also include two-way communica-
tion devices for first responders.

Crime prevention measures include 
Assembly Bill 486, which makes it a mis-
demeanor to possess key programming 
devices, key duplicating devices or signal 
extenders with intent to commit burglary. 
Penalties include up to six months in 
county jail, a $1,000 fine or both. � H
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ALL SERVICES
• Available to EVERYONE
• Discounted Fares for Seniors, 

Disabled Riders, and Students
• Children 4 and Under Free With 

Paying Adult
• Lift-Equipped and Accessible to 

Mobility Aids

DIAL-A-RIDE
• Curb-to-Curb Service Within Galt 
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• Save With Ticket Books and 

Group Discounts
• Medical Run for Seniors and 

Disabled Riders
• Extended service on Tuesdays
• Service Monday Through 

Saturday

Connecting Galt with Elk Grove, Cosumnes River College,  
Kaiser South and Methodist Hospital

GALT COMMUTER STOPS:
• Galt
• Twin Cities
• Midtown

• Downtown
• Sacramento

DELTA ROUTE
• Service Connecting Galt with Walnut Grove, Ryde, And Isleton
• Service from Delta Communities to Raley’s and Wal-Mart in Galt
• Service Monday Through Friday

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!
STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

Messenger Publishing Group

QUICK, EASY,  
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.GALTHERALD.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’  
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2. GET “FEATURED”  
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!
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OF TIME YOUR EVENT 
 IS FEATURED.
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California Highway 
Patrol News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Thirteen suspects 
were arrested, and more 
than $800,000 in stolen 
merchandise was recovered 
following a coordinated, 
multi-agency operation tar-
geting an organized retail 
theft network operating 
across Northern California.

In  September,  the 
California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) Valley Division 
Organized Retail Crime 
Task Force (ORCTF) was 
alerted to a pair of retail 
theft suspects who stole 
merchandise in Placer 
County and at multiple 
other locations through-
out the state. The Valley 
Division ORCTF includes 
investigators from the 
CHP, Sacramento Police 
Department and the Placer 
County District Attorney’s 

Office.
On Oct. 1, the Rocklin 

Police Department con-
ducted a traffic stop 
involving the suspects 
and requested assistance 
from the Valley Division 
ORCTF. During the inves-
tigation, the suspects 
provided information iden-
tifying individuals who 
were purchasing stolen 
merchandise from them 
and reselling it for profit. 
Investigators also learned 
the stolen goods were 
being distributed and sold 
at flea markets in Oakland, 
San Jose, Galt, Modesto 
and Stockton.

Based on this infor-
m a t i o n ,  O R C T F 
investigators conducted 
surveillance operations that 
corroborated the suspects’ 
statements and established 
links among the theft sus-
pects, those purchasing 
and reselling the sto-
len merchandise, and the 
flea-market distribution 
locations. Investigators 
subsequently obtained 
multiple search warrants 
covering six residences, 
three storage lockers and 
one storage lot.

On Dec. 11, a coor-
dinated mult i -agency 
e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t , 

Operation Silent Night, 
was executed in Oakland, 
Richmond, San Leandro 
and Galt. The operation 
resulted in the arrest of 
13 suspects. Investigators 
seized two firearms, more 
than $10,000 in cash, five 
vans, two passenger vehi-
cles and two trailers. 

More than 400 boxes 
and 200 bags of stolen 
merchandise were recov-
ered, including cosmetics, 
household goods, cloth-
ing, power tools, toys, 
alcohol and diapers. All 
suspects were transported 
to the Placer County Jail 
for booking.

On Dec. 12, Cal Expo 
provided an exposition hall 
to assist with the process-
ing and cataloging of the 
recovered merchandise.

 In partnership with 
affected retailers, inves-
tigators documented a 
total of 44,140 stolen 

items valued in excess of 
$800,000.

The following are those 
who were taken into cus-
tody: Isaid Garcia Chapas, 
41, Oakland; Irene Cruz 
Barragan, 35, Oakland; 
Daniela Cruz Barragan, 
33,  Oakland;  Robert 
Lorenzo Luna-Varela, 
34, Oakland; Jefferson 
Isaed Garcia-Rivera, 22, 
Oakland; Jennifer Garcia 
Cruz, 19, Oakland; Elan 
Rosales  Montes,  35, 
Oakland; Claudia Ivet Cruz 
Barragan, 42, Oakland; 
Yolanda Carrillo Martinez, 
45, Oakland; Ivan Miranda 
Espinoza, 33, Oakland; 
Bach Ngoc Thi Bui, 53, El 
Sobrante; Yuridia Sandoval 
Ramirez, 35, Oakland; 
and Eryn Wilfred Corea 
Guevara, 29, Oakland.

“Organized retail theft 
is not a victimless crime. 
It impacts businesses, 
workers and communities 

across California. This 
investigation highlights the 
strength of collaboration 
between law enforcement 
and our retail partners, 
and our commitment to 
holding organized theft 
networks accountable,” 
said California Highway 
Patrol Valley Division 
Chief Tyler Eccles.

Since the ORCTF's 
inception in 2019, the 
California Highway Patrol 
has been involved in over 
4,200 investigations, lead-
ing to the arrest of more 
than 4,700 suspects and the 
recovery of nearly 1.5 mil-
lion stolen goods valued at 
more than $68.7 million 
statewide as of Nov. 30.

The California Highway 
Patrol extends its appre-
ciation to all participating 
law enforcement agencies, 
task force members, Cal 
Expo and retail partners 
whose collaboration led to 
the success of this investi-
gation. The case remains 
ongoing.

The mission of the 
California Highway Patrol 
is to provide the highest 
level of “Safety, Service 
and Security.” � H

Multiple Arrests Made in Statewide 
Retail Theft Investigation, CHP Says

New Laws Aim to Improve Road Safety Across State
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Lopez’s mother, Allison 
Lyman, told The Galt 
Herald outside the court-
house that she and her 
family were discouraged 
by the driver’s absence.

“It’s been a long time,” 
Lyman said. “We thought 
she’d be here… it’s just 
another layer of hurt 
and pain, and honestly, 
disgust.”

She said appearing in 
court, facing just a “lit-
tle discomfort” as a way 
of holding Kaur account-
able, was what the family 
had hoped for, especially 
as they prepare for the pos-
sibility that Kaur could 
avoid jail time through a 
diversion program.

“I don’t have any hope 
or optimism. We have to 
be prepared for a diversion 

program,” Lyman said.
Under Assembly Bill 

3234, passed in 2020, 
drivers charged with mis-
demeanor offenses such as 
driving under the influence 
or vehicular manslaughter 
can have charges dismissed 
if they complete certain 
program requirements. 

The Lopez-Lyman fam-
ily maintains that a fatality 
caused by unlawful driving 

should not be wiped from a 
driver’s record, especially, 
they said, with evidence 
such as witness testimonies 
that prove reckless driving. 

“She turned onto oncom-
ing traffic, right in front 
of everyone,” said John 
Lyman, Lopez’s stepfather.

Although this was the 
first court hearing since the 
crash, the family has been 
actively raising awareness 

about diversion laws. Their 
advocacy led them to the 
Capitol for World Day of 
Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims on Nov. 
16, 2025, and to receiv-
ing more than 10,000 
signatures for their peti-
tion “Keep Killers Off Our 
Roads.” 

Lyman said she has also 
reached out to local elected 
representatives to push for 
changes to the law but has 
seen little action so far.

“We really feel that this 
is an issue on our roads, as 
well as others,” she said. 

“And they nod and they 
sympathize, and many of 
them acknowledge the 
problem, but not one has 
agreed to make a bill to 
change the law.” 

“You know, driving is 
a privilege, not a right. 
And if you take a life due 
to negligence and reck-
lessness, there should be 
consequences,” Lyman 
added. 

Read The Galt Herald’s 
earlier coverage, “Life 
of Kindness, Call for 
Change,” at bit.ly/3Y-
h24HC (case sensitive).� H
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Still Taking Enrollments
Sign up today at GaltAdultSchool.com

 ALL CLASSES ARE FREE

GALT ADULT SCHOOL
GALT JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Image by freepik

High School Diploma 
Completion

GED Prep

ESL (English as a  
Second Language)

Citizenship Classes

Digital Literacy  
(Intro to Computers)

Nutrition

Culinary Arts

Woodworking

Must be 18 years or older

Save $500 on your monthly rental rate through
January 2026 on select apartments!*

LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Call today to schedule your visit:
(916) 714-2404 | CarltonSeniorLiving.com

6915  Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove, CA 95758

Exceptional Senior Living Support

Healthy, Delicious Dining

Convenient Transportation

Welcoming Community & Social Events

WHAT YOU’LL LOVE

Come visit Carlton Elk Grove and see how we
make life lighter, easier, and more enjoyable.

LIVE FULLY, WORRY LESS

Lic # 347005464Lic # 347005464 *For new residents only

Family Seeks Accountability for Lopez

City of Galt News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - The 19th Annual Galt 
Winter Bird Festival returns on Saturday, 
Feb. 7, inviting residents and visitors to 
enjoy a full day celebrating nature, wild-
life and community. The event will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at McCaffrey 
Middle School (997 Park Terrace Drive).

The festival showcases the region’s rich 
birdlife through engaging experiences for 
all ages. 

Attendees can join guided birding tours, 

participate in educational workshops 
focused on local habitats and conserva-
tion, and explore wildlife photography 
and photo art exhibits featuring stunning 
nature imagery.

Families are encouraged to attend and 
enjoy kid-friendly activities, browse local 
vendors, and grab a bite from a variety of 
food trucks throughout the day.

Registration is now open for guided 
tours, activities and the photo art exhibit. 
For more information or to register, visit 
bit.ly/3NmKzTN (case sensitive). � H

Winter Bird Festival  
Soars Back to Town

In its latest newsletter, the city announced that the 19th Annual Galt Winter Bird Festival will 
return from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Feb. 7 at McCaffrey Middle School. Photo courtesy of City of Galt

Office of Sen. Roger Niello  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Californians are 
paying more and getting less. Even as the 
state is on track to collect more taxpayer 
money in the near future, the return on 
investment for core services continues to 
decline. 

The problem is not a lack of money, 
but years of bad spending priorities. With 
an $18 billion deficit on the horizon, 
California Senate Republicans unveiled 
their budget priorities to get back to 
basics, ensure results and improve the 
quality of life for all.

“If financial literacy will soon be a 
requirement for high schoolers, perhaps 
it should be a requirement for legislators 
too,” said Vice Chair of the Senate Budget 
and Fiscal Review Committee Sen. Roger 
Niello. “Essentially, our budget is a house 
of cards. One wrong move and the whole 
thing comes down. In addition to putting 
the basics first, the state needs to look at 
the programs it’s already funding and 
make sure they’re an effective and sustain-
able use of tax dollars.”

“The world’s fourth-largest economy 
should not feel like a third-world country,” 

said Senate Republican Leader Brian 
Jones. “But year after year, Governor 
(Gavin) Newsom and the progressive leg-
islature continue to lose the plot. It’s not 
their job to waste your money on whatever 
feel-good cause-of-the-day they deem 
worthy. It’s their job to fund public safety, 
support essential services, and hold gov-
ernment accountable.”

In their letter, Senate Republicans 
called for the budget to focus on lower-
ing housing costs for renters and helping 
more Californians buy homes; Keeping 
Californians safe from crime and wild-
fires; Supporting hospitals and access to 
care for rural Californians; Eliminating 
fraud in Medi-Cal and other assistance 
programs; Investing in water and emer-
gency services for disasters and droughts; 
Funding for UC and CSU so students can 
afford to stay and learn in California; and 
supporting job creators by reducing the 
Unemployment Insurance debt burden 
placed on them.

Read the full budget priority letter at bit.
ly/4p5Yhb9 (case sensitive). 

State Sen. Roger Niello represents 
District 6, which includes the cities of 
Galt and Herald in Sacramento County 
and Roseville in Placer County. � H

Senate Republicans Unveil Priorities 
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Sunday, Jan. 4
Galt 4-H Club meeting, 4 p.m., at either 

Barbara Payne Community Garden or 
Grange Hall (depending on weather); 
see Facebook page GALT 4-H or email 
galt4h@gmail.com.

Monday, Jan. 5
Lodi Parkinson’s Support Group, 10 

a.m., GracePoint Church, 801 Lower 
Sacramento Road (enter off Tokay Street), 
Lodi; 209-269-1080 or 209-329-1185.

Galt Youth Commission, 6:30 p.m., 
Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive.

Tuesday, Jan. 6
CANCELED: Galt City Council, 6 

p.m., Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
Cosumnes CSD, 5 p.m., Elk Grove CSD 

boardroom, 8820 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk 
Grove.

Herald Community Club, 6:30 p.m., 
Hendrickson Hall, 12746 Ivie Road, 
Herald, 209-810-8390.

Sacramento LAFCo, 5:30 p.m., County 
Administration Center boardroom, 700 H 
St., Sacramento.

Friday, Jan. 9
Galt Sunrise Rotary, 7 a.m., Comfort 

Inn & Suites, 10380 Twin Cities Road, 
209-745-6617.

Saturday, Jan. 10
Kiwanis Club of Galt meets at 8:30 a.m. 

on the second Saturday of each month at 
the Comfort Inn, 10380 Twin Cities Road. 
For more information, visit k13878.site.
kiwanis.org/contact.

Thursday, Jan. 15
Lockeford Community Services District 

Board of Directors meets at 9 a.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at the Old 
School House, 19456 N. Jack Tone Road.

Galt Beautification Committee, 9 a.m., 
Community Development Dept., 495 
Industrial Drive, 209-366-7130.

Galt High School Board, 6 p.m., 
Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive.�  H

MEETING MINDERS

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Living Trust Attorney
Robert “Jeff” Busch

Living Trusts – Wills – Powers of Attorney
Trust Administration – Probate

2228 Longport Court #110 • Elk Grove, CA 95758

(916) 859-0370 • www.RobertBuschLaw.com

IT’S NOT JUST A 
RENTAL... 
IT’S A TOYOTA!

ELK GROVE TOYOTA  
RENT-A-CAR 

In the Elk Grove Auto Mall, Elk Grove 
(916) 405-8085

rental@elkgrovetoyota.com 
elkgrovetoyota.com/rental

Summer Special

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  1/31/2026

per week
$41994

4 Runner
$8999

per day

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  1/31/2026

4 Runner
$53994

per week

150 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 150 

Expires  1/31/2026

Tacoma

Tacoma

$6999
per day

LOW 
WEEKLY RENTALS

Starting at $41994 per week 
Over 700 30¢/mile  
Expires  1/31/2026

100 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 100 
Expires 1/31/2026

Saturday, Jan. 3
Stockton Kings vs. Wisconsin Herd: 

Collide – 5 p.m. at Golden 1 Center. Join 
us for this exciting game and grab dis-
counted tickets from the link on the City 
of Galt’s Facebook page. You’ll help give 
our youth basketball players a memo-
rable opportunity to step onto the court 
for a special game-day experience. This 
event supports the City of Galt Parks & 
Recreation in partnership with the Youth 
Basketball Program. A special thank you 
to Papas and Wings for supporting our 
programs and sponsoring tickets for our 
amazing volunteer coaches. For more 
information, contact Jewel Smith at 209-
360-2228. 500 David J. Stern Walk, 
Sacramento.

Sunday, Jan. 4
Line Dance Class and Karaoke Band 

Practice – noon to 1 p.m. Take a line 
dance class; There is no charge for the 
class with purchase of wine. Then at 1 
p.m., the band takes off with practice and 
karaoke. Attendees are also welcome to 
join in by singing or playing an instrument 
with the band. For more information call 
209-744-6062 or email ricjan@barsettiv-
ineyards.com. 400 4th St. Suite 150.

Winter Wonder Walk – 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. at Shumway Oak Grove Regional 
Park. Meet at the Yokuts Trailhead for a 
walk through ancient oaks. Let’s “wonder” 
what’s going on with some of the plants 
and animals in winter. Free event; $6 cash 
parking fee; no pets. Severe weather can-
cels. For more information, call the Oak 
Grove Nature Center at 209-953-8814. 
4520 W. Eight Mile Road, Stockton. 

Friday, Jan. 9  
through Sunday, Jan. 11

Lodi Antique Show – at the Lodi 
Grape Pavilion at the Lodi Grape Festival 
Grounds. Friday, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $6 general admission, 
free parking, hourly door prize drawings. 
Whether you collect, curate or just love 
the thrill of the hunt, this is your chance to 
uncover a little piece of history right here 
in Lodi. More information at 408-394-
3521. 413 E. Lockeford St., Lodi.

Saturday, Jan. 10
Constitutional Speech Contest – 

1 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial Hall, 
District56. This progressive contest for 
an oratorical scholarship starts at our 
local American Legion Post 233 level and 
winners advance to a national competi-
tion, where the first-place national winner 
receives more than $25,000. The public is 
welcome to join us to watch this first local 
step with our own high school students.  
For more information, contact Susan 
Mason, chair, Post 233 Oratorical, at free-
dom9115@1791.com. 8230 Civic Center 
Drive.

Guided Sandhill Crane Tour – 3:30 
p.m. at the Cosumnes River Preserve. 
Join experienced docents and members of 
the “Save our Sandhill Cranes” advocacy 
group for a 90-minute guided tour. More 
information and registration at Cosumnes.

org. 13501 Franklin Blvd.

Saturday, Jan. 17
Galt Lions Foundation Annual Crab 

& Shrimp Feed – 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 
the Littleton Center. All you can eat crab, 
shrimp, pasta, salad and rolls; $75 per per-
son. Tickets and more information on the 
Galt Lions Foundation Facebook page. 
410 Civic Drive.

Ongoing Events
Galt Café & Cars – every sec-

ond Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon at 
Café Latte. Open to cars, trucks, bicy-
cles, motorcycles and anything else with 
wheels. Next event is Saturday, Jan. 10. 
1000 C St.

Galt Commission on Aging Bingo – 
Monday Jan. 5 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Chabolla Community Center. 610 
Chabolla Ave.

Wilton Bingo – First Saturday each 
month. The next bingo will be on 
Saturday, Jan. 3 in the Wilton Community 
Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food 
available for sale and bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the 
local Park Council and the Wilton History 
Group. 9717 Colony Road at Dillard 
Road, Wilton.

Library Events
Sacramento County Libraries have 

the following upcoming events at (G) 
Galt Marian O. Lawrence Library, 1000 
Caroline Ave. and (WG) Walnut Grove, 
14177 Market St. 

Friday, Jan. 2: English conversation 
group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (G)

Tuesday, Jan. 6: Adult book group, 5 
p.m. to 6 p.m. This month, we’ll be read-
ing and discussing “The Many Daughters 
of Afong Moy” by Jamie Ford. (WG)

Wednesday, Jan. 7: English conversa-
tion group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (G)

Friday, Jan. 9: English conversation 
group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (G)

Veterans Meetings
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P o s t  5 5 , 

Veterans and Auxiliary Units – fourth 
Wednesdays: dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 
p.m. Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center 
Drive, Elk Grove. Breakfast: second 
Saturday, 8-10 a.m., 8830 Sharkey Ave., 
Elk Grove.

American Legion Post 233 and 
Auxiliary Unit 233 – fourth Thursdays: 
dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., Elks Lodge, 
9240 Survey Road, Elk Grove. 

Post 233 Family Breakfast – first 
Saturdays, 9 a.m., Mimi’s Café, Elk 
Grove. 

Sons of the American Legion, 
Squadron 233 – first Monday each month 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Veterans Hall, 8230 
Civic Center Drive, Elk Grove.

Marine Corps League Detachment 
#1238 – first Thursdays: dinner 6 p.m., 
meeting 7 p.m., District56 Veterans Hall, 
8230 Civic Center Drive, Elk Grove.

VFW Post 2073 – second Thursdays: 
dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., District56 
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive, 
Elk Grove.� H

ABOUT TOWN

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Falo Portuguès & Hablo Español 

DRE# 01780920

Alexandra Toledo            209.570.7016

DRE# 02153976

519 D Street | Galt, CA 95632 | toledorental7@gmail.com
www.sandraproperties.net

By LaCharles James 
Herald Fire Prevention 
Council

HERALD, CA (MPG) - In 
Herald, residents know the 
beauty of eucalyptus trees 
with their tall silhouettes 
lining roads and proper-
ties. But we also know 
their danger. Eucalyptus 
bark and leaves are highly 
flammable, and when wild-
fires ignite, these trees can 
act like torches, spread-
ing flames quickly across 
neighborhoods.

We’ve seen it close to 
home. A few local fires 
have already reminded us 
how vulnerable our com-
munity can be. Across 
California, from north-
ern towns to southern 
hillsides, eucalyptus-fu-
eled fires have destroyed 
homes, threatened lives 
and strained emergency 
services. These aren’t dis-
tant headlines; they’re 
warnings for Herald.

T h a t ’ s  w h y 
becoming a Firewise com-
munity matters. Firewise 
is a nationwide pro-
gram focused on reducing 
wildfire risks through com-
munity-based prevention 

and preparedness efforts. 
This effort isn’t just about 
clearing brush or hardening 
homes, it’s about neighbors 
protecting neighbors. 

When one household 
trims eucalyptus branches, 
clears defensible space or 
removes ladder fuels, it 
does more than safeguard 
that property; it reduces 
risk for the entire block.

The strength of Firewise 
is collective action. No sin-
gle homeowner can stop a 
wildfire, but together, we 
can slow its spread, protect 
our families and give fire-
fighters a fighting chance.

Residents will have 
an opportunity Saturday, 

Jan. 10 to take the next 
step toward Firewise rec-
ognition for Herald. The 
Firewise  Communi ty 
Launch meeting is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. in the 
community room at Fire 
Station 87, 12746 Ivie 
Road.

This meeting isn’t just 
about policy, it’s about 
residents. It’s about vol-
unteers stepping forward 
to organize, plan and act 
so that Herald becomes a 
model of resilience.

Join the Herald Fire 
Prevention Council, pro-
tect your home, protect 
your neighbors and protect 
Herald.

T h e  H e r a l d  F i re 
Prevention Council is a 
young, community-driven 
organization with a clear 
purpose: build wild-
fire resilience in Herald 
through practical action, 
inclusive planning and 
shared responsibility. Its 
tagline is, “The best way 
to fight fires is to prevent 
them.” Volunteers are 
actively involved in being 
accepted and can reach 
out via email at heraldno-
fires@gmail.com with any 
questions.� H

Fire Prevention Council 
Calls on Community  

to Tackle Risk

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/the-galt-herald
Stop by for a visit
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Brighten a Senior’s Day
Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County

We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes, 
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain 

independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

I’m on SS Disability; Should 
I Switch to Regular Social Security?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: Should I 
take my Social Security 
now at age 62, or wait 
till I am 65? I’ve been 
collecting SS disability 
due to health issues and 
was curious if I should 
wait or claim my reg-
ular Social Security 
retirement benefits now. 
Signed: Disabled but 
Wondering

Dear Disabled but 
Wondering: If you are 
now collecting Social 
Securi ty Disabi l i ty 
Insurance (SSDI) ben-
efits and you are still 
disabled, it would be a 
disadvantage to claim 
your SS retirement ben-
efits at this time (age 

62), or even at age 65. 
That’s because your 
SSDI benefit is the same 
as your full retirement 
age (FRA) amount, as 
calculated for you at the 
point you became dis-
abled. Born after 1959, 
your FRA is age 67, but 
you are already receiv-
ing your FRA benefit 
while on SS disability 
even though you have 
not yet reached your full 
retirement age. That full 
SSDI benefit will auto-
matically convert to 
become your SS retire-
ment benefit when you 
reach your full retire-
ment age. 

If you were to claim 
your normal SS retire-
ment benefit any earlier 
than your SS full retire-
ment age of 67, the 
amount you get would 
be reduced for claiming 
early. At your current 
age, you would likely 
get between 75% and 
80% of what you are 
now receiving on SSDI 
(depending on your 
exact age in the month 
you claim), and at age 
65 you would get about 
87% of what you are 
now receiving on Social 

Security disability. 
In other words, as long 

as your disability con-
tinues and you remain 
el igible for  Social 
Securi ty Disabi l i ty 
Insurance benefits, you 
should not switch to 
your normal SS retire-
ment benefit, because 
you would get less 
money. And the result-
ing benefit reduction 
would be permanent.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundat ion’s  s ta f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. 

Social Security Matters

The Bondi Beach attack 
in Australia was shocking, 
but not at all surprising. 
Some of the details were 
distinctive -- an idyllic 
spot on the Pacific Ocean 
instantly turned into a 
killing field, a father-son 
terror squad -- but the ba-
sic picture of a radicalized 
Muslim immigrant target-
ing a gathering of Jews 
was drearily familiar.

These events follow the 
same pattern because the 
fundamentalist version of 
Islam is, at its root, hos-
tile to Jews.  Let’s say that 
there was a refugee flow 
of Unitarians, and some 
portion of those Unitar-
ians was antagonistic to 
traditional Christians, such 
that they vandalized their 
businesses, harassed them 
in the streets and launched 
massive protests in favor 
of overseas Unitarian ter-
ror groups. In that case, 
we’d obviously cast a 
skeptical eye on Unitarian 
immigration. 

Yet, this hasn’t been 
true of Muslim immigra-
tion. Mainstream political 
parties across the West 
that have championed this 
open-handed policy are, 
understandably, losing 
ground to restrictionist 
parties that are more clear-
eyed about the realities of 
immigration. 

Antisemitism comes 
in all sorts of varieties, 
whether Christian, Muslim 
or secular. Still, it’d startle 
us to learn that someone 
attending a fundamentalist 
Christian church went and 
shot up a Jewish event, 
whereas it’s not that un-
usual in an adherent of 

fundamentalist Islam. 
Now, there are different 

interpretations of Islam, 
and it’s not the role of an 
outsider to say which is 
correct. The key point is 
that important Muslim 
authorities and countless 
millions of the faithful em-
brace a fundamentalist ver-
sion influential in war-torn 
areas of the broader Mid-
dle East that have sent so 
many refugees to the West. 

The fundamentalist 
Muslim Brotherhood -- 
Hamas is the Palestinian 
branch -- was markedly 
antisemitic well before the 
establishment of the state 
of Israel. As one analyst 
has noted, its anti-Jewish 
agitation included “boy-
cotts, graffiti and physical 
violence.”

Sound familiar? A ran-
cid paranoia about the 
Jews runs through this 
worldview. The 20th cen-
tury Muslim Brotherhood 
ideologue Sayyid Qutb re-
ferred to “the tricks played 
by world Jewry so that the 
Jews may penetrate into 
body politic of the whole 
world and then may be free 
to perpetuate their evil de-
signs.” 

The original 1988 Hamas 
charter reads like a tran-
script of the Candace Ow-
ens podcast, except with 
an armed wing attached. It 
avers that the Jews “strived 
to amass great and substan-
tive material wealth,” and 
used it to take “control of 
the world media.” They are 
responsible for the French 
and Bolshevik revolutions, 
indeed, “most of the revo-
lutions we heard and hear 
about.” They founded “se-
cret societies, such as Free-
masons, Rotary Clubs, the 
Lions and others in differ-

ent parts of the world for 
the purpose of sabotaging 
societies.”

They started World War I 
and World War II -- indeed, 
“there is no war going on 
anywhere, without hav-
ing their finger in it.” The 
document pronounced its 
support for Muhammad’s 
prediction: “The Day of 
Judgment will not come 
about until Muslims fight 
the Jews (killing the Jews), 
when the Jew will hide be-
hind stones and trees. The 
stones and trees will say O 
Muslims, O Abdulla, there 
is a Jew behind me, come 
and kill him.”

On top of all of this, it is 
believed that any territo-
ry once ruled by Muslims 
(i.e., all of Israel) must be 
retaken for Islam, and there 
is a feeling of bitter resent-
ment at the power and suc-
cess that the Jewish state 
has been able to amass 
while Muslim countries in 
the region have been torn 
apart by civil strife and 
stifled by catastrophically 
poor governance. 

All of this is a toxic brew, 
and yet a swathe of the 
Muslim world is beholden 
to these beliefs. It is foolish 
to think that some element 
of Muslim immigrants to 
the West won’t share this 
worldview and act on it -- 
to our great regret. 

Australia welcomed a 
large influx of Muslim 
immigrants over the last 
several decades and ac-
commodated a surge of an-
tisemitism after Oct. 7. The 
resulting atrocity at Bondi 
Beach was heartrending 
and all too predictable.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Australia’s 
Dangerous Naivete

Very Odd Election Year Starts with Republicans 
Possibly Leading the Governor’s Race

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The 2026 campaigns for 
governor, a raft of other 
statewide offices, 52 con-
gressional seats and 100 
slots in the state Legislature 
officially begin today with 
the onset of candidate fil-
ing. It could be one of the 
oddest election cycles in 
California’s 175 years 
as a state, albeit one that 
puts the state’s convo-
luted politics in the national 
spotlight.

There are so many 
Democrats running for gov-
ernor that it’s theoretically 
possible for a Republican to 
win the office, despite the 
state’s deeply blue politi-
cal profile, especially with 
the possibility of even more 
Democratic hopefuls jump-
ing into the mob -- as a herd 
of kangaroos is dubbed in 
Australia.

Meanwhile, both incum-
bent members of Congress 
and aspirants will be run-
ning in districts that 
have been radically ger-
rymandered to shrink 
Republicans’ tiny del-
egation even more, as 
Democrats seek to regain 
control of Congress.

The possibility of a 
Republican governor, 
although very scant, stems 
from the state’s top-two pri-
mary election system. All 
candidates, regardless of 
party, will appear on the 
same June 2 primary elec-
tion ballot, and the two with 

the highest percentages of 
the vote -- no matter how 
small those shares may be 
-- will face each other in the 
November election.

With upwards of a dozen 
Democrats now running 
and the possibility of oth-
ers, it’s possible the two 
Republicans in the mix so 
far -- Riverside County 
Sheriff Chad Bianco and 
former television commen-
tator Steve Hilton -- could 
theoretically finish one and 
two with perhaps as few as 
10-15% of the votes each.

It’s not likely if the 
Democratic cohort shrinks 
in the next few months as 
the weakest contenders 
drop out, lacking enough 
money or poll support to 
continue. However, the lack 
of a natural Democratic 
frontrunner and the seem-
ing lack of party leadership 
strong enough to cull the 
herd bolster the mathemat-
ical possibility of a GOP 
upset.

H a d  f o r m e r  Vi c e 
President Kamala Harris 
or U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla 
decided to run, either would 
have been the immediate 
frontrunner. But by opting 
out, they left a vacuum.

At the moment, for-
mer  Congresswoman 
Katie Porter is leading the 
Democratic pack, albeit 
with scarcely double-digit 
support in the polls. She 
and former Controller 
Betty Yee are the only 
two women now run-
ning with Harris. Lt. Gov. 
Eleni Kounalakis and for-
mer state Sen. Toni Atkins 
out. Porter also gained 
recognition during her 
unsuccessful bid for a U.S. 
Senate seat last year.

Billionaire Tom Steyer 
is currently the most vis-
ible contender, spending 
some of his immense 

wealth on television and 
internet ads to depict him-
self as a populist who rails 
against “Sacramento pol-
iticians” and promises to 
reduce electric bills -- not 
unlike how Donald Trump 
achieved success.

Beyond Porter, for-
mer Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa and 
former Attorney General 
and Biden cabinet member 
Xavier Becerra appear to 
be the strongest Democratic 
strivers. However, every-
one is still waiting to see 
whether Attorney General 
Rob Bonta or Los Angeles 
businessman Rick Caruso 
will opt in.

Having so much uncer-
tainty this late in the game 
is very unusual. However, 
at some point, perhaps 
around February or March, 
when the Democratic field 
finally begins to shrink, 
it will be possible to sort 
out the truly viable candi-
dates from the wannabes 
and do some realistic 
handicapping.

Until then, as Willie 
Brown, the former state 
Assembly speaker and San 
Francisco Mayor and one of 
the state’s most astute poli-
ticians, put it to Politico:

“The field is not consid-
ered of a quality that you as 
a Democrat would expect 
in California. We’re still 
pretty much carried away 
with stardom, with individ-
uals who have some impact 
… We don’t have any can-
didates like that at the 
moment.”

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The holidays are almost behind us, but 
our beloved Sacramento Kings saw to it 
that Kings fans were treated to an early 
Christmas gift. Two unlikely wins in the 
past four games, thrilling the hometown 
fans with electric wins over the Houston 
Rockets and the Dallas Mavericks gave 
every Kings fan a gift to remember.

A closer look at the Mavericks game 
gave fans a chance to stare and wonder, 
who is that guy sinking 3 for 6 shots from 
the 3-point line and adding 9 big points 
to the win total. None other than all but 
forgotten Doug McDermott, who ignited 
the team and created havoc for the visit-
ing Mavericks team.

As I have expressed, McDermott is a 
weapon and should be used as such. He 
presents an immediate problem for oppos-
ing defenses when he enters a game, and 
against Dallas he was exactly that. 

The Kings lit the beam with a 113-107 
win over the visiting Mavericks, and for 
once McDermott had a reason to shower 
after the game. 

I was pleased to see that his insertion 
into the Dallas game was not an anom-
aly, as McDermott saw action in Sunday 
night’s game against the Lakers as well. 
Despite the fact that McDermott was only 
1 for 4 from 3-point land, just seeing a 
rotation that had him playing a part was 
gratifying for me, and I hope it marks a 
change in Doug Christie’s approach to 
in-game rotations moving forward.

In spite of their record, the Kings have 
real talent on this team and were it not for 
injuries and the inability to put lineups on 
the fl oor that represent sense, the likeli-
hood of Sacramento approaching a 500 
record at this point in the season is not out 
of the question.

Are there moves that need to be made? 
Yes, and they will come, but in the mean-
time, let’s use the talent we currently have 
and see more wins like the ones over 
Houston and Dallas.

Not to be overlooked is the sensa-
tional play of ageless wonder, Russell 
Westbrook. A pivotal piece in the win 
over Houston, Westbrook added 21 cru-
cial points, sinking 5 shots from beyond 
the arc, while adding 13 rebounds and 4 
assists. King’s fans are watching a legend 

in action, and as he thrives on both ends 
of the court each night, no one would 
believe he is 37 years old. If you haven’t 
yet bought a ticket to see this future hall-
of-famer play, I exhort you to do so as 
quickly as you can. He is worth the price 
of admission, and you will say you’ve 
seen one of the great basketball players of 
all time. 

In the Kings’ recent win over Dallas, 
Westbrook passed Magic Johnson on 
the all time assists list, moving into 7th 
place. It remains to be seen if this will be 
Westbrooks’ last season, but if he contin-
ues to play at the pace he is now, there’s 
every reason to believe that Kings fans 
may be in for one more season.

Domantas Sabonis is sorely missed, yet 
Sacramento fi nds ways to win in spite of 
their focal piece missing, and in the win 
over the Mavericks the Kings did not 
have the services of either Zach Lavine or 
Keegan Murray.

What that should tell Kings fans is that 
not only is there talent on this team, but 
team chemistry and rotations matter. I 
am hopeful that the appearance of Doug 
McDermott is just one small step in the 
right direction.

What will this team resemble with a 
healthy Domantas Sabonis in the paint, 
and Christie making rotations that make 
sense? 

If there is anything good about an 
injury, in the case of Domantas, it forced 
Christie into playing 7’ rookie Max 
Renaud, and he has responded in a big 
way.

Renaud had 12 points and 14 rebounds 
in the win over the Rockets and added 19 
points in the win over Dallas.

Can Domantas and Renaud play side by 
side? Only time will tell, but I have long 
wondered if Sabonis could thrive as a 
number 4, and with Renaud in the lineup 
there is a chance we could witness just 
that.

Stay tuned Kings fans, because a move 
is in the offi  ng, and it’s my prayer that this 
next move is auspicious.

All the best for a happy and prosperous 
New Year!

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 
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Free Car Seat Program Protects Children
Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
The California Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS), has awarded 
Sacramento County Public 
Health a $137,039 grant to con-
tinue and expand the reach of the 
car seat safety program in part-
nership with Dignity Health, 
Mercy San Juan Medical Center. 
The grant program runs through 
Sept. 30, 2026. This is the fifth 
consecutive year Sacramento 
County Public Health has 
received grant funding for its car 
seat safety program.

“Car seat safety saves lives 
but only when families have the 
knowledge and resources to use 
them correctly,” said Dr. Kasirye, 
Sacramento County public health 
officer. “With funding from the 
Office of Traffic Safety and our 
partnership with Dignity Health, 
Mercy San Juan Medical Center, 
we’re doing our part to make sure 
every child can travel safely.”

Car crashes are one of the 
leading causes of deaths and 
injuries for children and many 
of these injuries are easily pre-
vented using child safety seats 
and seat belts. Using a properly 
fitted child safety seat can reduce 
the risk of car crash deaths by 71 
percent for infants and 54 percent 
for toddlers ages 1-4, according 
to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

The goal of the car seat pro-
gram is to give every child in 
Sacramento County access to 
the safest possible travel envi-
ronment. The program provides 
child safety seat inspection and 
education classes; child pas-
senger safety technician and 
recertification courses; no-cost 
child safety seats for families 
in need and community out-
reach efforts in underserved 
communities 

In 2025, the car seat safety 
program distributed more than 
400 car seats to families in need. 
Over 1,300 parents, grandpar-
ents and caregivers learned about 
correct car seat use and installa-
tion through online workshops, 
in-person classes, community 
health fairs and school resource 
fairs, among other events.

“The value and importance of 
car seats cannot be overstated, as 
they are directly tied to the safety 

and lives of children. Many of 
our clients come from countries 
such as Afghanistan and various 
Arab nations, where car seats are 
not commonly used, and where 
their importance is not fully rec-
ognized,” said Zalmai Ahadi, a 
caseworker at Al-Misbaah – a 
faith-based nonprofit that part-
ners with Dignity health to 
distribute car seats and educate 
parents. 

“The collaboration and edu-
cational programs offered 
by Mercy San Juan Car Seat 
Program have a vital and 
life-saving impact for immigrant 
families.” 

The program hosts workshops 
specifically targeting under-
served and refugee communities, 
offering resources in multiple 
languages to make certain fam-
ilies, regardless of background 
or ability to afford a car seat, are 
equipped to protect their children 
on the roads.

According to Loran Abassi, 
program manager with the 
R e f u g e e  E n r i c h m e n t  & 
Development  Associa t ion 
(REDA), one client arrived in 

Sacramento in April 2025 with 
his five-month-old twins and 
was struggling to navigate life 
in a new country while learn-
ing how to be a first-time father. 
Unfamiliar with U.S. car seat 
laws and without the financial 
means to purchase car seats, he 
faced a critical safety gap for his 
children. 

The Dignity Health Mercy San 
Juan Car Seat Program provided 
him with hands-on education 
about car seat safety and two car 
seats for his twins. He walked 
away with knowledge and tools 
to transport his children safely as 
he began a new chapter for his 
family in Sacramento County. 

The program’s success hinges 
on community involvement. 
Certified Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians (CPSTs) are an inte-
gral part of the program and 
offer hands-on assistance at car 
seat inspection events. They’ve 
helped install over 600 car seats 
properly for families to make 
sure their children are safe. 

“It has been a great privilege 
to do my part in ensuring that 
underserved and low-income 

families in our community have 
access to appropriate child safety 
seats, regardless of their socio-
economic status,” said Allison 
Boltz, a community injury pre-
vention educator at Mercy San 
Juan Medical Center. “Caregivers 
often share their gratitude and 
the sense of relief that comes 
with knowing that they are really 
doing their best to keep their 
children safe in their car.”

Iris Austin, the First Lady 
at Higher Heights Community 
Church, shared the story of a 
mother who attended one of the 
workshops with her mother-in-
law, who recalled that her own 
son had been in a serious car 
crash as a child and still carries 
the scar today. During the train-
ing, the grandmother became 
emotional, reliving the fear and 
trauma of that experience. 

A technician with the Dignity 
Health, Mercy San Juan Car 
Seat Program took time to walk 
with her to her vehicle and 
check the car seat installation, 
which was found to be incorrect. 
When it was gently corrected, 
the grandmother expressed 

overwhelming gratitude, saying 
she never wanted her grandson 
to go through what her son had 
endured.

The Child Passenger Safety 
Program is designed to meet 
families where they are, whether 
that’s a workshop at their church 
or local health center, so they can 
receive a free car seat or learn 
about the importance of safe 
travel for their children. 

Interested participants are 
encouraged to make a car seat 
safety check appointment at 
Methodist Hospital or Mercy San 
Juan Medical Center, and can 
call the Car Seat Hotline at (916) 
864-5779 with any questions. 

For more information about 
the program, visit Sacramento 
County Childhood Illness 
and Injury Prevention or con-
tact Riley Stoltenburg at (916) 
875-6094 or StoltenburgR@sac-
county.gov.

Funding for this program 
was provided by a grant from 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety, through the National 
H ighway  Tra ff i c  Sa fe ty 
Administration (NHTSA).  

“Car seat safety saves lives but only when families have the knowledge and resources to use them correctly,” said Dr. Kasirye, Sacramento County public 
health officer. Photo courtesy Freepik

First Flu-Related Death 
of the Season Confirmed 

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
County Department of 
Health Services, Public 
Health Division (SCPH) 
is reporting the first influ-
enza-related death of the 
2025-26 flu season.

The individual, who was 
a child, had no underly-
ing medical conditions and 
died of complications of 
influenza (also known as 
the flu). At this time, vac-
cination status is unknown.

Some people are at high 
risk of developing serious 
influenza-related com-
plications. This includes 
people 65 years and older, 
people of any age with 
certain chronic medi-
cal conditions (such as 
asthma, diabetes, or heart 
disease), pregnant women, 
and young children under 
5 years old.

Influenza is a contagious 
respiratory illness caused 
by flu viruses. It can 
cause mild to severe ill-
ness, and at times can lead 
to death. The flu is differ-
ent from a cold. The flu 
comes on suddenly. People 
who have the flu often feel 
some or all of these symp-
toms: fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, muscle or body 
aches, headaches, fatigue 

(tiredness), or vomiting 
and diarrhea.

Most people who get the 
flu recover in a few days to 
less than two weeks, but 
some people will develop 
complications (such as 
pneumonia) as a result 
of the flu, some of which 
can be life-threatening and 
result in death.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
California Department 
of Public Heath, every-
one over 6 months of age 
should receive the flu vac-
cine each year.

In addition to vac-
cination, the public is 
encouraged to take the 
following steps to pro-
tect themselves and others 
against flu, COVID-19 
and other respiratory 
illnesses: wash hands thor-
oughly and frequently, 

cover coughs and sneezes. 
stay home from work or 
school when sick, con-
sider indoor masking in 
crowded places, improve 
ventilation by opening 
windows or moving events 
outdoors, and disinfect fre-
quently used surfaces.

For those at higher 
risk who do get sick, get 
tested and talk with your 
healthcare provider about 
treatment options.

Flu vaccines can be 
accessed at your healthcare 
provider’s office and many 
local pharmacies.  

For more information, 
visit Sacramento County 
Department of Health 
Services, Public Health 
Division’s list of flu and 
covid vaccination loca-
tions at www.saccounty.
gov. 

Influenza is a contagious respiratory illness caused by flu 
viruses. It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can 
lead to death. Photo courtesy Freepik

Volunteers Needed to Help Understand 
and Address Homelessness

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Want 
to help Sacramento better understand and 
address homelessness? You’re invited to 
volunteer for the 2026 Point-in-Time (PIT) 
Count. 

This community effort will not only help 
to determine the number of people expe-
riencing homelessness in the Sacramento 
region but will also help us to: understand 
why people in our community become 
homeless; create better policies, programs 
and services; track progress in reducing 
homelessness and secure federal funding 
which supports local shelters and services.

The Point-in-Time (PIT) count will 
be held 5–11 p.m. on Jan. 26 and 27. 
Registration is required by Jan. 15.

“While it captures only a snapshot in 
time, the Point-in-Time (PIT) Count offers 
valuable, community-wide participation 
and insight. It helps us better understand 
homelessness in our region and ensures our 
community can continue accessing funding 
that directly supports our neighbors who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness,” 
said Dr. Trenton Simmons, chief program 
officer of Sacramento Steps Forward.  

No experience is required for volunteers, 
with mini training video segments and other 
materials provided ahead of the nights of 
the count to help volunteers know what to 
expect. Volunteers will meet at one central 
location before heading out to predetermined 
routes across the County.

Volunteers will use a mobile phone app to 
record the number of people they encounter 
who said they would be sleeping outdoors 
or in vehicles. They also will conduct a 
brief survey with those willing to participate 
to better understand who is experiencing 
homelessness in Sacramento, for how long 
and what kinds of services could best assist 
them.

While volunteers focus on people living 
unsheltered outdoors, the overall Point-in-
Time (PIT) Count includes those staying in 
respite centers and shelters.

To canvass, a volunteer must be at least 18 
years old, be willing to travel by foot and car 
to predetermined locations and be willing to 
use their personal smartphone and flashlight.

Ready to be part of resolving home-
lessness in our community? Register now 
at www.sacramentostepsforward.org/
data-and-analytics/2026-sacramento-point-
in-time-count/ 

This community effort will not only help to determine the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in the Sacramento region but will also help us to: understand why people in our 
community become homeless; create better policies, programs and services; track progress in 
reducing homelessness. Photo courtesy Freepik



JANUARY 2, 2026	 THE GALT HERALD • 7

Continued from page 1

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08340

Debra E. Meixner and Thomas 
E. Meixner, 661 Crow Creek 
Drive, Galt, CA 95632 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Eagle RV” 
661 Crow Creek Drive, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County November 
10, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
EAGLE 1-16-26

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
T.S. No. 25-01713-RM-CA Title 
No. RTSG2506-CA-3932778 
A.P.N. 148-0270-002-0000 YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
03/13/2006. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check(s) drawn on 
a state or national bank must 
be made payable to National 
Default Servicing Corporation, a 
check drawn by a state or feder-
al credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, savings associ-
ation, or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state; will be held by 
the duly appointed trustee as 
shown below, of all right, title, and 
interest conveyed to and now 
held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under 
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust 
described below. The sale will 
be made in an “as is” condition, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by 
the Deed of Trust, with interest 

and late charges thereon, as 
provided in the note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of the Deed 
of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the 
Trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication 
of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below. 
The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale. Trustor: Raul L. 
Jara and Celia L. Jara, his wife, 
as joint tenants Duly Appointed 
Trustee: National Default 
Servicing Corporation Recorded 
03/20/2006 as Instrument 
No. Book 20060320 Page 
1171 (or Book, Page) of the 
Official Records of Sacramento 
County, California. Date of Sale 
01/29/2026 at 1:30 PM Place of 
Sale: At the east main entrance 
to the county courthouse, 720 
9th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814 Estimated amount of un-
paid balance and other charges: 
$482,174.62 Street Address 
or other common designation 
of real property: 1018 Tudor 
Street, Galt, CA 95632 A.P.N.: 
148-0270-002-0000   The un-
dersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address or other com-
mon designation, if any, shown 
above. If no street address or 
other common designation is 
shown, directions to the location 
of the property may be obtained 
by sending a written request to 
the beneficiary within 10 days 
of the date of first publication of 
this Notice of Sale. If the Trustee 
is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall 
be the return of monies paid to 
the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. The requirements of 
California Civil Code Section 
2923.5(b)/2923.55(c) were ful-
filled when the Notice of Default 
was recorded. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you 
are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee 
auction. You will be bidding on 
a lien, not on the property itself. 

Placing the highest bid at a trust-
ee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may be 
a junior lien. If you are the high-
est bidder at the auction, you 
are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens 
that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s 
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, 
you may call 714-730-2727 or 
visit this internet website www.
ndscorp.com/sales, using the 
file number assigned to this case 
25-01713-RM-CA. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that oc-
cur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the internet website. 
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the 
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO 
TENANT: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California 

Civil Code. If you are a “repre-
sentative of all eligible tenant 
buyers” you may be able to pur-
chase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed 
at the trustee auction. If you are 
an “eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call 888-
264-4010, or visit this internet 
website www.ndscorp.com. us-
ing the file number assigned to 
this case 25-01713-RM-CA to 
find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and the 
address of the trustee. Second, 
you must send a written notice 
of intent to place a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no 
more than 45 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as a “representative of all 
eligible tenant buyers” or “eligi-
ble bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this potential right to purchase. 
Pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code, the 
potential rights described herein 
shall apply only to public auctions 
taking place on or after January 
1, 2021, through December 
31, 2025, unless later extend-
ed.  Date: 12/11/2025 National 
Default Servicing Corporation 
c/o Tiffany and Bosco, P.A., its 
agent, 1455 Frazee Road, Suite 
820 San Diego, CA 92108 Toll 
Free Phone: 888-264-4010 
Sales Line 714-730-2727; 
Sales Website: www.ndscorp.
com  Connie Hernandez, 
Trustee Sales Representative 
A-4860692
12/19/2025, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026
GALT HERALD 01-02-2026

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No.: 2019-02711-CA 
A.P.N.:128-0200-032-0000 / 
820-0901-369-0000 Property 
Address: 12866 Orange Road, 
WILTON, CA 95693 NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE PURSUANT 
TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) 
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF 
INFORMATION REFERRED 
TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED 
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF 
THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY 
TO THE COPIES PROVIDED 
TO THE TRUSTOR. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
08/18/1998. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. Trustor: ELIZABETH 
PERRY, An Unmarried Woman 
Duly Appointed Trustee: 
Western Progressive, LLC 
Deed of Trust Recorded 
08/31/1998 as Instrument No. 
199808310219 in book ---, 
page--- and of Official Records 
in the office of the Recorder of 
Sacramento County, California, 
Date of Sale: 02/03/2026 at 
09:00 AM Place of Sale: EAST 
MAIN ENTRANCE, GORDON 
D. SCHABER SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 720 
9TH STREET, SACRAMENTO, 
CA 95814 Estimated amount of 

unpaid balance, reasonably esti-
mated costs and other charges: $ 
76,732.40 THE TRUSTEE WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, 
CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN 
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL 
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A 
STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN 
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL 
SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS 
ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS 
BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL 
CODE AND AUTHORIZED 
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS 
STATE: All right, title, and inter-
est conveyed to and now held 
by the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and 
pursuant to a Deed of Trust de-
scribed as: More fully described 
in said Deed of Trust. Street 
Address or other common des-
ignation of real property: 12866 
Orange Road, WILTON, CA 
95693 A.P.N.: 128-0200-032-
0000 / 820-0901-369-0000 The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness 
of the street address or other 
common designation, if any, 
shown above. The sale will be 
made, but without covenant or 
warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust with interest thereon, 
as provided in said note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of said 
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee and of 
the trusts created by said Deed 
of Trust. The total amount of the 
unpaid balance of the obligation 
secured by the property to be 
sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial publica-
tion of the Notice of Sale is:$ 
76,732.40. Note: Because the 
Beneficiary reserves the right 
to bid less than the total debt 
owed, it is possible that at the 
time of the sale the opening bid 
may be less than the total debt. 
If the Trustee is unable to convey 
title for any reason, the success-
ful bidder’s sole and exclusive 
remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Trustee, and 
the successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. The bene-
ficiary of the Deed of Trust has 
executed and delivered to the 
undersigned a written request to 
commence foreclosure, and the 
undersigned caused a Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell to be 
recorded in the county where the 
real property is located. NOTICE 
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If 
you are considering bidding on 
this property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trust-
ee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property 
itself.  Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that 
the lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, you 
are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens 
that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s 
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-

sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on this property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER:  The 
sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, 
if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call (866)-960-
8299 or visit this Internet Web 
site https://www.altisource.com/
loginpage.aspx using the file 
number assigned to this case 
2019-02711-CA. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that oc-
cur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site.  
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the 
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO 
TENANT: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction, if conduct-
ed after January 1, 2021, pur-
suant to Section 2924m of the 
California Civil Code. If you are 
an “eligible tenant buyer,” you 
can purchase the property if you 
match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an “eligible bidder,” you 
may be able to purchase the 
property if you exceed the last 
and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right of 
purchase. First, 48 hours after 
the date of the trustee sale, you 
can call (855)-976-3916, or vis-
it this internet website https://
tracker.auction.com/sb1079, 
using the file number assigned 
to this case 2019-02711-CA  to 
find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and the 
address of the trustee. Second, 
you must send a written notice 
of intent to place a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid, by 
remitting the funds and affidavit 
described in Section 2924m(c) of 
the Civil Code, so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee’s sale. If 
you think you may qualify as an 
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligi-
ble bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this potential right to purchase. 
Date: December 16, 2025 
Western Progressive, LLC, as 
Trustee for beneficiary C/o 1500 
Palma Drive, Suite 238 Ventura, 
CA 93003 Sale Information 
Line:  (866) 960-8299 https://
www.altisource.com/loginpage.
aspx Trustee Sale Assistant 
**This address must be used 
for the required delivery by cer-
tified or overnight mail of post-
ponement requests as specified 
pursuant to Civil Code section 
2924f(e). Published 12/26/2025, 
01/02/2026, 01/09/2026
GALT HERALD 01-09-26
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Galt Joint Union High School District, California, acting by and 
through its Governing Board, hereinafter referred to as the District is requesting proposals, for the 
award of E-Rate contracts for the following:

FY26, Form 470 #260010184
Category 2: Internal Connections-Cabling

1 Site, Approximately 11 Fiber Runs

MANDATORY JOB WALK: January 9th, 2026, at 10:00 AM. Galt High School, 145 N. Lincoln Way, 
Galt, CA 95632-1720. Attendees must attend the full walk. Attendance will be taken at the 
beginning and the end of the meeting. Only vendors that attend the entirety of the walk will be 
qualified to submit a RFP response. 

This is a Public Works project and will require Bonds and Insurance. Prevailing wage rates must be 
paid and Certified Payroll Records submitted at the conclusion of the projects. This project requires 
the services of contractors holding a valid California C7 or C10 contractor’s license that will be 
current for the entire installation. Contractor must be familiar with SB854 and its requirements. This 
is an E-Rate funded project. Vendor must participate in the E-Rate Program and must provide a 
Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN) and Federal Registration Number (FCC-FRN) with 
the proposal. 

This RFP is pursuant to Public Contract Codes 20118.2, 20111, and 22000. 

All public works projects shall be subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the 
department of industrial relations. 

Pursuant to California Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1 all public works contractors and 
subcontractors must be registered with the department of industrial relations. 

FY26, Form 470 #260009013
Category 2: Internal Connections/Network Electronics/BMIC/MIBS

Electronic proposals for both Form 470 will be accepted up to but not later than 
February 12, 2026 10:00 AM PST. The RFP and all addendum(s), questions and answers will be 
posted to the E-Rate EPC website at https://portal.usac.org/suite/The Board reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals and to waive informality in any proposals received, even with SLF 
funding approval. In addition, the district reserves the right to deny any or all proposals associated 
with this RFP, even with SLD funding approval. The district reserves the right to accept the pricing 
proposal solely dependent upon SLD approval.

The Galt Herald 12-26-2025 and 1-2-2026

Free Car Seat Program Protects Children
Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
The California Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS), has awarded 
Sacramento County Public 
Health a $137,039 grant to con-
tinue and expand the reach of the 
car seat safety program in part-
nership with Dignity Health, 
Mercy San Juan Medical Center. 
The grant program runs through 
Sept. 30, 2026. This is the fifth 
consecutive year Sacramento 
County Public Health has 
received grant funding for its car 
seat safety program.

“Car seat safety saves lives 
but only when families have the 
knowledge and resources to use 
them correctly,” said Dr. Kasirye, 
Sacramento County public health 
officer. “With funding from the 
Office of Traffic Safety and our 
partnership with Dignity Health, 
Mercy San Juan Medical Center, 
we’re doing our part to make sure 
every child can travel safely.”

Car crashes are one of the 
leading causes of deaths and 
injuries for children and many 
of these injuries are easily pre-
vented using child safety seats 
and seat belts. Using a properly 
fitted child safety seat can reduce 
the risk of car crash deaths by 71 
percent for infants and 54 percent 
for toddlers ages 1-4, according 
to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

The goal of the car seat pro-
gram is to give every child in 
Sacramento County access to 
the safest possible travel envi-
ronment. The program provides 
child safety seat inspection and 
education classes; child pas-
senger safety technician and 
recertification courses; no-cost 
child safety seats for families 
in need and community out-
reach efforts in underserved 
communities 

In 2025, the car seat safety 
program distributed more than 
400 car seats to families in need. 
Over 1,300 parents, grandpar-
ents and caregivers learned about 
correct car seat use and installa-
tion through online workshops, 
in-person classes, community 
health fairs and school resource 
fairs, among other events.

“The value and importance of 
car seats cannot be overstated, as 
they are directly tied to the safety 

and lives of children. Many of 
our clients come from countries 
such as Afghanistan and various 
Arab nations, where car seats are 
not commonly used, and where 
their importance is not fully rec-
ognized,” said Zalmai Ahadi, a 
caseworker at Al-Misbaah – a 
faith-based nonprofit that part-
ners with Dignity health to 
distribute car seats and educate 
parents. 

“The collaboration and edu-
cational programs offered 
by Mercy San Juan Car Seat 
Program have a vital and 
life-saving impact for immigrant 
families.” 

The program hosts workshops 
specifically targeting under-
served and refugee communities, 
offering resources in multiple 
languages to make certain fam-
ilies, regardless of background 
or ability to afford a car seat, are 
equipped to protect their children 
on the roads.

According to Loran Abassi, 
program manager with the 
R e f u g e e  E n r i c h m e n t  & 
Development  Associa t ion 
(REDA), one client arrived in 

Sacramento in April 2025 with 
his five-month-old twins and 
was struggling to navigate life 
in a new country while learn-
ing how to be a first-time father. 
Unfamiliar with U.S. car seat 
laws and without the financial 
means to purchase car seats, he 
faced a critical safety gap for his 
children. 

The Dignity Health Mercy San 
Juan Car Seat Program provided 
him with hands-on education 
about car seat safety and two car 
seats for his twins. He walked 
away with knowledge and tools 
to transport his children safely as 
he began a new chapter for his 
family in Sacramento County. 

The program’s success hinges 
on community involvement. 
Certified Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians (CPSTs) are an inte-
gral part of the program and 
offer hands-on assistance at car 
seat inspection events. They’ve 
helped install over 600 car seats 
properly for families to make 
sure their children are safe. 

“It has been a great privilege 
to do my part in ensuring that 
underserved and low-income 

families in our community have 
access to appropriate child safety 
seats, regardless of their socio-
economic status,” said Allison 
Boltz, a community injury pre-
vention educator at Mercy San 
Juan Medical Center. “Caregivers 
often share their gratitude and 
the sense of relief that comes 
with knowing that they are really 
doing their best to keep their 
children safe in their car.”

Iris Austin, the First Lady 
at Higher Heights Community 
Church, shared the story of a 
mother who attended one of the 
workshops with her mother-in-
law, who recalled that her own 
son had been in a serious car 
crash as a child and still carries 
the scar today. During the train-
ing, the grandmother became 
emotional, reliving the fear and 
trauma of that experience. 

A technician with the Dignity 
Health, Mercy San Juan Car 
Seat Program took time to walk 
with her to her vehicle and 
check the car seat installation, 
which was found to be incorrect. 
When it was gently corrected, 
the grandmother expressed 

overwhelming gratitude, saying 
she never wanted her grandson 
to go through what her son had 
endured.

The Child Passenger Safety 
Program is designed to meet 
families where they are, whether 
that’s a workshop at their church 
or local health center, so they can 
receive a free car seat or learn 
about the importance of safe 
travel for their children. 

Interested participants are 
encouraged to make a car seat 
safety check appointment at 
Methodist Hospital or Mercy San 
Juan Medical Center, and can 
call the Car Seat Hotline at (916) 
864-5779 with any questions. 

For more information about 
the program, visit Sacramento 
County Childhood Illness 
and Injury Prevention or con-
tact Riley Stoltenburg at (916) 
875-6094 or StoltenburgR@sac-
county.gov.

Funding for this program 
was provided by a grant from 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety, through the National 
H ighway  Tra ff i c  Sa fe ty 
Administration (NHTSA).  

“Car seat safety saves lives but only when families have the knowledge and resources to use them correctly,” said Dr. Kasirye, Sacramento County public 
health officer. Photo courtesy Freepik

First Flu-Related Death 
of the Season Confirmed 

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
County Department of 
Health Services, Public 
Health Division (SCPH) 
is reporting the first influ-
enza-related death of the 
2025-26 flu season.

The individual, who was 
a child, had no underly-
ing medical conditions and 
died of complications of 
influenza (also known as 
the flu). At this time, vac-
cination status is unknown.

Some people are at high 
risk of developing serious 
influenza-related com-
plications. This includes 
people 65 years and older, 
people of any age with 
certain chronic medi-
cal conditions (such as 
asthma, diabetes, or heart 
disease), pregnant women, 
and young children under 
5 years old.

Influenza is a contagious 
respiratory illness caused 
by flu viruses. It can 
cause mild to severe ill-
ness, and at times can lead 
to death. The flu is differ-
ent from a cold. The flu 
comes on suddenly. People 
who have the flu often feel 
some or all of these symp-
toms: fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, muscle or body 
aches, headaches, fatigue 

(tiredness), or vomiting 
and diarrhea.

Most people who get the 
flu recover in a few days to 
less than two weeks, but 
some people will develop 
complications (such as 
pneumonia) as a result 
of the flu, some of which 
can be life-threatening and 
result in death.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
California Department 
of Public Heath, every-
one over 6 months of age 
should receive the flu vac-
cine each year.

In addition to vac-
cination, the public is 
encouraged to take the 
following steps to pro-
tect themselves and others 
against flu, COVID-19 
and other respiratory 
illnesses: wash hands thor-
oughly and frequently, 

cover coughs and sneezes. 
stay home from work or 
school when sick, con-
sider indoor masking in 
crowded places, improve 
ventilation by opening 
windows or moving events 
outdoors, and disinfect fre-
quently used surfaces.

For those at higher 
risk who do get sick, get 
tested and talk with your 
healthcare provider about 
treatment options.

Flu vaccines can be 
accessed at your healthcare 
provider’s office and many 
local pharmacies.  

For more information, 
visit Sacramento County 
Department of Health 
Services, Public Health 
Division’s list of flu and 
covid vaccination loca-
tions at www.saccounty.
gov. 

Influenza is a contagious respiratory illness caused by flu 
viruses. It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can 
lead to death. Photo courtesy Freepik

Volunteers Needed to Help Understand 
and Address Homelessness

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Want 
to help Sacramento better understand and 
address homelessness? You’re invited to 
volunteer for the 2026 Point-in-Time (PIT) 
Count. 

This community effort will not only help 
to determine the number of people expe-
riencing homelessness in the Sacramento 
region but will also help us to: understand 
why people in our community become 
homeless; create better policies, programs 
and services; track progress in reducing 
homelessness and secure federal funding 
which supports local shelters and services.

The Point-in-Time (PIT) count will 
be held 5–11 p.m. on Jan. 26 and 27. 
Registration is required by Jan. 15.

“While it captures only a snapshot in 
time, the Point-in-Time (PIT) Count offers 
valuable, community-wide participation 
and insight. It helps us better understand 
homelessness in our region and ensures our 
community can continue accessing funding 
that directly supports our neighbors who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness,” 
said Dr. Trenton Simmons, chief program 
officer of Sacramento Steps Forward.  

No experience is required for volunteers, 
with mini training video segments and other 
materials provided ahead of the nights of 
the count to help volunteers know what to 
expect. Volunteers will meet at one central 
location before heading out to predetermined 
routes across the County.

Volunteers will use a mobile phone app to 
record the number of people they encounter 
who said they would be sleeping outdoors 
or in vehicles. They also will conduct a 
brief survey with those willing to participate 
to better understand who is experiencing 
homelessness in Sacramento, for how long 
and what kinds of services could best assist 
them.

While volunteers focus on people living 
unsheltered outdoors, the overall Point-in-
Time (PIT) Count includes those staying in 
respite centers and shelters.

To canvass, a volunteer must be at least 18 
years old, be willing to travel by foot and car 
to predetermined locations and be willing to 
use their personal smartphone and flashlight.

Ready to be part of resolving home-
lessness in our community? Register now 
at www.sacramentostepsforward.org/
data-and-analytics/2026-sacramento-point-
in-time-count/ 

This community effort will not only help to determine the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in the Sacramento region but will also help us to: understand why people in our 
community become homeless; create better policies, programs and services; track progress in 
reducing homelessness. Photo courtesy Freepik

through fiber or our wire-
less services, has really 
become an essential ser-
vice for both consumers 
and businesses.” said Mark 
Peterson, strategic proj-
ects manager of unWired 
Broadband. 

Peterson sa id  tha t 
unWired Broadband has 
spoken with city officials 
of Galt to expand broad-
band access. The company 
is hoping to bring even 
faster internet to the area.

“Galt’s city officials 
have expressed real inter-
est in working with us to 
boost broadband, so we 
are working with them on 
a potential fiber market in 
that city.” Peterson said.

Fiber is a very efficient 
method of internet con-
nection that allows users to 
stream videos, video chat 

and more. It could aid busi-
nesses by offering more 
remote work opportuni-
ties and generally supply 
better internet access to 
everyone.

“unWired current ly 
covers all of Galt,” said 
unWired Broadband mar-
keting specialist Taylor 
Singleton. 

Singleton also high-
lighted how unWired 
Broadband can deliver into 
homes. 

“One of the most com-
mon obstacles to delivering 
Internet service is limited 
line-of-sight to our nearby 
towers. Our network oper-
ates through local towers 
within about 10 miles of 
the customer’s location but 
physical obstructions like 
trees or buildings can inter-
fere with the signal and 
make service unavailable 

at certain addresses,” 
Singleton said. 

Singleton said that 
unWired uses advanced 
technology to maintain 
strong internet connec-
tions even in areas with 
many trees and other 
obstructions. 

Valley Vision, a non-
profit civic leadership 
organization, has worked 
for years to bring broad-
band to more areas in the 
Sacramento region.

“Fiber is generally the 
best option since it delivers 
high-speed internet directly 
to peoples’ homes,” said 
Valley Vision managing 
director Trish Kelly. “But 
wireless options are more 
popular and affordable and 
faster to distribute in rural 
places like Galt since they 
use radio signals from tow-
ers to reach houses.”

Liberty Ranch High 
School Principal Joseph 
Saramago works closely 
with students to make 
broadband more accessi-
ble. Fiber broadband has 
helped the Galt commu-
nity by connecting people 
with high-speed internet, 
providing stronger services 
to the public and offering 
students access to online 
classes. 

“It’s a good feeling to 
know we can help them. 
We want to have a level 
playing field for all stu-
dents,” Saramago said. “I 
think we've been success-
ful in being able to provide 
those in need with the tools 
necessary to access the 
curriculum, so that we're 
working on a level playing 
field.” 

During the pandemic, 
Saramago said that Liberty 

Ranch went digital, apply-
ing a one-to-one system 
assigning a computer to 
each student. 

“We went to one to one 
and that was eye opening 
as many students living in 
the country did not have 
internet access,” Saramago 
said. “We handed out hot 
spots to assist them with 
accessing the curriculum.  
Today, we still use the 1 to 
1 and have far fewer stu-
dents requiring a hot spot.”

With the expansion of 
broadband, hot spots for 
students are less neces-
sary as connection to the 
internet becomes more 
accessible. 

C a l i f o r n i a  P u b l i c 
Utilities Commission pub-
lic information officer 
Taseen Shamim said that 
the utilities commission 
uses multiple programs to 
bridge this digital divide in 
California.

“For example, the CPUC 
administers the California 

Advanced Services Fund 
(CASF)  p rogram to 
encourage deployment 
of high-quality advanced 
communica t ions  ser-
vices to all Californians,” 
Shamim said. 

Grants such as this one 
among others help the 
California Public Utilities 
Commission fund more 
broadband access to places 
such as Rio Linda and 
Galt. 

S a c r a m e n t o  L o c a l 
A g e n c y  F o r m a t i o n 
Commission (LAFCo) 
Executive Officer Jose 
Henriquez said that private 
companies lead the way 
in installing broadband to 
communities such as Rio 
Linda. 

Companies that expand 
broadband access to these 
communi t ies  inc lude 
Xfinity, HughesNet, Viasat, 
and T-Mobile. AT&T also 
plans to expand the fiber 
market to rural communi-
ties in the future.  H

From Hot Spots to High Speed
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Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533Visit: mpg8.comVisit: mpg8.com

Yard sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise  

in your local  

community 

newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

During the time period of Dec. 22 
to Dec. 29, Galt Police received and 
responded to a variety of calls, resulting 
in 10 arrests.

Dec. 22 
12:32 p.m., Narcotics Violation/Adult 

Arrest, Galt Sports Complex on Caroline 
Avenue.

2:48 p.m., Warrant Served/Adult Arrest, 
Galt Police Department on Industrial 
Drive.

6:23 p.m., Theft, Park Stream Drive: 
Tools stolen from work truck. Reporting 
party declined report.

Dec. 23 
6:38 a.m., Theft reported, Galt Market 

on Meladee Lane: Cart key taken.
9:27 a.m., Shoplifting/Adult Arrest, 

Chevron on Simmerhorn Road.
10:01 a.m., Theft reported, Fawcett 

Court: Tools taken from work truck.
5:28 p.m., Vandalism, Oak Avenue: 

Wire to vehicle battery cut. Reporting 
party declined report.

Dec. 26
12:40 p.m., Theft reported, Marian O 

Lawrence Library on Caroline Avenue: 
Male adult, with a black beanie, goatee, 
wearing a white T-shirt and black pants; 
subject allegedly stole son’s bike.

8:52 p.m., DUI/Adult Arrest, Highway 
99 Southbound/Fairway Drive.

Dec. 27
2:53 a.m., Vandalism reported, 7-Eleven 

on Pine Street.
9:33 a.m., Recovered Stolen Vehicle, 

Palin Avenue.
2:59 p.m., Attempt Theft/Tamper 

reported, Marichal Way: Reporting party’s 
Chevy Traverse has a cut on the muffler.

Dec. 28 
7:32 p .m. ,  DUI/Adul t  Arres t , 

McDonald's, East Stockton Boulevard.
8:54 p.m., Vandalism reported, Walker 

Park on West Elm Avenue: Acura TSX had 
the windows broken; does not appear any-
thing was taken.

11:16 p.m., Warrant Served/Adult 
Arrest, 7-Eleven, Pine Street.

Dec. 29 
12:24 a.m., Warrant Served/Adult 

Arrest, Highway 99 Southbound/Fairway 
Drive.

2:51 p.m., Narcotics Violation/Adult 
Arrest, North Lincoln Way/Amador 
Avenue.

2:54 p.m., Theft reported, Golden 
Heights Drive: Truck exhaust stolen.

4:36 p.m., Narcotics Violation/Adult 
Arrest, Fourth Street-Fifth Street Alley/E 
Street.� H

POLICE LOGS

‘True Believers Finding Peace 
and Love’ Meeting

The discussion is offered at 3 p.m. every 
first Saturday of the month at Calvary Life 
Tabernacle, 446 Third St. For more infor-
mation, contact Sue Ellen Williams at 
818-290-4093.

Square Dance Classes Mondays
The Diamond Dancers Square Dance 

Club hosts social square-dancing classes 
in Galt. 

The classes are open to everyone and 
are held from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
at the Valley Oaks Grange Hall. 

The Valley Oaks Grange Hall is at 347 
Fifth St. For more information, call Sue 
Regadanz at 916-835-8916.

Recycle Household Batteries
City of Galt residents can recycle their 

household batteries in one of two green 
household-battery recycling bins: on the 
west side at the front entrance to the Galt 
Police Department or on the east side at 
Galt Community Park, just west of the fire 
station. The green bin is only for dry-cell 
household batteries.

For additional information, con-
tact the Public Works Department at 
209-366-7260.

AA 24-Hour Hotline
For help with an alcohol-related prob-

lem, call the Alcoholics Anonymous 
24-hour hotline at 209-745-1525.

Nar-Anon Family  
Group Meetings

Narcotics Anonymous (Nar-Anon) 
family group meetings for friends and 
family members who are dealing with 

drug addiction are held locally from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Saturdays at the Galt 
United Methodist Church, 571 C St. in 
Galt. 

Sunshine Food Pantry Donations
Sunshine Food Pantry is a food closet 

that helps provide for residents. 
Collections of canned food and dry 

good nonperishable items are received 
at United Methodist Church, 571 C St. 
in Galt; call to make an appointment for 
donations at 209-745-4133. 

 The food closet is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m. the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month.

TOPS Weekly Meetings
TOPS, Taking Off Pounds Sensibly, 

holds meetings every Wednesday at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 10 N. Mills Ave., 
Lodi.  Meeting time: 10-10:45 a.m.  

Weigh-ins: 9-9:50am. No charge for 
first meeting.

Volunteers Sought 
 for Senior Resource Center

The Commission on Aging is look-
ing for volunteers to operate a computer 
and are willing to answer questions from 
seniors in person, over the phone, on 
social media and by email at the Galt 
Senior Resource Center.

Volunteer slots are available in two-
hour increments for up to four hours 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays, excluding holidays. Volunteers 
will be trained and can contact commis-
sion members with questions. 

The resource center is at the Chabolla 
Community Center, 600 Chabolla Ave. If 
interested, call 209-294-3308 and leave a 
message or inquire in person. 

Nominate Your Neighbor
The Galt Beautification Committee 

wants you to “nominate your neighbor.” 
Has your neighbor recently completed a 
yard project? Does your neighbor have the 

best flowers in town or the best-looking 
yard? The Galt Beautification Committee 
wants to know. 

Send an email with pictures and why 
you are nominating your neighbor to plan-
ningdivision@cityofgalt.org. The best 
submissions will be included in future 
newsletters and City Manager Updates

Senior Bingo Weekly  
at Chabolla

The Galt Commission on Aging is 
hosting free Senior Bingo games at the 
Chabolla Community Center at 600 
Chabolla Ave. from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays (except holidays and when 
required by the city). 

Seniors of Galt and its immediate vicin-
ity are invited to have fun and play bingo 
together and socialize.

Library Offers  
Older Adults Computer Time
In  cooperat ion with the Gal t 

Commission on Aging, the Galt-Marian 
O. Lawrence Library will schedule a set 
time for older adults to use its computers, 
upon request. 

Those 65 and older who want computer 
time can call the library at 916-264-2920. 
Staff will help set up the computer or 
tablet. 

The library is open from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 1000 
Caroline Ave.

Meals on Wheels Cafe  
Accepting Older Adults

Meals on Wheels is accepting new par-
ticipants in its Galt All Seasons Café 
located in the Chabolla Community 
Center, 600 Chabolla Ave. 

The cafe is open at 11:30 a.m. Mondays 
through Fridays for adults age 60 and 
older. 

Those interested can apply at the 
Chabolla Center when meals are being 
served or they can call 916-444-9533.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Toss those New Year’s resolutions aside 
and enjoy one of the best desserts ever! 
According to Checkiday.com website, 
cream puffs, also known as profiteroles 
– particularly in France where they were 
created – are the focus today. They are 
filled with choux pastry balls; choux pas-
tries are made up of butter, water, flour 
and eggs, and have a high moisture con-
tent that causes them to puff up. 

Cream puffs are often filled with 
whipped cream, custard, pastry cream, ice 
cream, or sour cream; common toppings 
are chocolate sauce, caramel and whipped 
cream. 

Cream puffs were created over time, 
and the roots of them can be traced to 
the Middle Ages. Cooks in 13th-cen-
tury Germany and France created puff 
pastries filled with cheese. Cream bun 
recipes from France and England date to 
the early 16th century; they weren’t cream 
puffs, but they were part of the transition 
to them. By the 18th century these were 
called choux pastries. 

Legend has it that Catherine de Medici, 
the Queen of France, had her pastry 
chef create baked puffed shells for her 

husband, Henry II. By the 19th century, 
profiteroles were being made in England 
and France. They began being eaten at 
elegant Victorian dinners and came in dif-
ferent shapes such as swans or pyramids, 
and often had a vanilla or chocolate fill-
ing. They were commonly eaten with 
wine, tea or coffee. 

Cream puffs first appeared in a restau-
rant in the United States in 1851, where 
they made their début at the Revere House 
Restaurant in Boston. Today, cream puffs 
can be purchased in bakeries, and frozen 
cream puffs can be bought at most super-
markets. Or you can make them yourself. 
For such a fancy dessert they are incredi-
bly easy to make. It is one of the “go to” 
desserts in my family. 

And when strawberries are ripe and 
sweet we add them on top. Now, does that 

just make you want to blow off that diet 
resolution and tuck into a cream puff?

***
Need some motivation? Well, let me 

help you out. Today is also National 
Motivation and Inspiration Day. It 
was created in part as a reaction to the 
tragedies of Sept. 11, 2001, and the 
Congressional resolution similarly states 
that “a renewed focus on motivation and 
inspiration is particularly important in 
the wake of the tragedies of September 
11, 2001.” In this sense, the loss and sac-
rifice of those on that day motivates and 
inspires us in our own lives. 

The primary goal of the day is to help 
people focus on maintaining motivation 
and inspiration in their lives. 

According to the Congressional reso-
lution, motivation and inspiration have 
played a role in the achievements of soci-
ety, and both are needed by children and 
adults. 

Inspiration is needed to define goals, 
and motivation is needed to achieve them, 
and with both of these things success and 
happiness can be achieved. 

The beginning of the year was cho-
sen as the time for the holiday because 
it is “often a time of reflection, planning 
and goal-setting.” Observe the day by 
acknowledging the importance of moti-
vation and inspiration in your daily life 
and renewing your focus on it. Plan and 
set goals and strategies for the year ahead, 
and work to be the best you can be and 
to reach your full potential as you go 
forward. 

Today can also be used to reflect on 
the lives lost on Sept. 11, 2001, and to 
be motivated and inspired by their lives 
in order to live your own life more fully. 
To quote a friend from Illinois, “Look up 
with trust (have faith in the Lord), look 
back with gratitude (remember the good), 
and look forward with hope (today is 
what you make it.” 

Words to live by.
I hope this brings you a new sense of 

joy for a blessed new year. Remember, 
life is short. Let your family and friends 
know you love them. Give them a hug 
just because you can.

Until next week – be strong, be coura-
geous, make a memory.� H

HERALD 
     HAPPENINGS
with Beth Siegalkoff
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It is National Cream Puff Day!

Herald

Baptist
Where truth 

changes lives.

Where God’s Word is taught.
Where God meets you - where 

you’re at.

9:45 a.m. - Bible School
For All Ages

11 a.m. - Family Worship Hr.

Pastor Scott McCann
Hwy. 104 & Conley Rd. One 

mile east of Arcohe School

(209) 748-2242

To advertise contact us at  
209-745-1551or lezet.vidauri@mpg8.com

Worship with us!
Grace & Discipleship ~ Revelation 12:17 

Galt Adventist Church

       
 

7791-547/902 
     Pastor, Jim Witcome

619 Myrtle Ave 
Galt, CA 95632

 gnitacudE for Eternity
               Galt Adventist School 

         Lisa Willis, Principal ~ galtadventistschool@gmail.com 

Church
Directory

                 916-613-6113 
       Pastor, Abel Alvarado 

     619 Myrtle Ave. Galt, CA 95632 
        
      English and Spanish Services

Serving Galt and Sacramento County since 1901

The Galt Herald is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of The Galt Herald to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed 
on these pages are those of the authors and 
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.
The Galt Herald is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of 
The Galt Herald are copyrighted. Ownership of all 
advertising created and/or composed by the Galt 
Herald is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained 
from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to The Galt Herald, 
217 Fourth Street, Galt, CA 95632. Subscription rate 
is $52 per year within Galt, $72 within Sacramento 
County.
The Galt Herald is published weekly. 
Call our main office (916) 773-1111 for more 
information. Visit www.MPG8.com. 

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

WATER WELLS

BOB LIEBIG
PUMP SERVICE

10062 NEW HOPE ROAD, GALT
Contractor’s License No. 425554

PHONE (209) 745-2787

AUTO GLASS

LODI              (209) 333-2601
STOCKTON   (209) 466-4901

GALT
(209) 745-4941

McSparren Auto Glass
• Windshield Chip Repair
• Direct Insurance Billing
• Tractors, RV’s & Semi’s

Family owned and 
operated since 1986

“Your one stop shop for auto glass”

TREE SERVICE

www.jordanstreeservice.net • jordanstreeservice@yahoo.com

Claudia Jordan
(209) 210-8221

Nacho Gutierrez 
(209) 2108022

Local,  
Woman-Owned 

Company

• Full-Service 
Tree Removal

• Artistic 
Shaping and 

Trimming

• Stump 
Grinding
• 24-Hour 

Emergency 
ServiceCSL #1076959

STUMP GRINDING

CALL Jessie –  
FREE ESTIMATES 209-210-0625

BEST PRICE 
Stump  

Grinding 
& Tree Service

FURNITURE

Complete 
Home  
FurnisHing

835 “C” Street #100, Galt  •  (209) 745-1827  •  Fax (209) 745-9596

Financing Available Now On Approved Credit 
No Interest for 12-18 Months

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, Sunday 12:00 Noon-5pm

GARAGE DOORS

residential • commercial • service • repair

installation •automatic gate systems

kenny robbins        630 fairway ste. #110        galt, cA                   
Monday-friday 8am-5pm

   cA state lic. 632916

robbins’ 
quality garage doors

(209) 744-1159                                              fax (209) 744-1160

CALL A PROFESSIONAL 

Call (209) 745-1551  Call (209) 745-1551  
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

The Galt HeraldThe Galt Herald  
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

CLOSETS

    Lic. No. 521179(209) 267-5073
CLOSETS    OFFICES    GARAGES

l Maximize Space
l Increase Shelving
l Increase Hanging 
l Organized 
l Fully Adjustable
l Fully Custom* Happiness is Being Organized*

Since 1984 
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Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111
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COMICS & PUZZLES

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • ON THE FARM
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Laura Ingalls’ 
notebook
6. Boozer
9. Biblical pronoun
13. Sacred text, to some
14. “Fat chance!”
15. Afrikaners’ ances-
tors
16. Cake spread
17. Chowed down
18. Clear the blackboard
19. *Barn chore
21. *John Deere, e.g.
23. Nirvana’s “Come as 
You ____”
24. Spasm of pain
25. Broadband access 
overseer, acr.
28. Mark for omission
30. Recessed space
35. “____ and the Real 
Girl,” movie
37. “Shoot!”
39. E in baseball box 
score
40. Oil org.
41. Intelligent
43. A mixture or medley
44. Children’s respirato-
ry disease
46. Foggy view?
47. Politicians, for short
48. In a sympathetic 
manner
50. Ski hill ride
52. Maiden name 
indicator
53. Bald eagle’s nest
55. Repeated Latin 
dance step
57. *a.k.a. harvester
61. *Opposite of pasture
65. *Common varieties 
are yellow, red and 
white
66. Tall tale
68. Smooth, in manner
69. Audience s approval
70. “____ at ease”
71. Stomach sore
72. Caribou or moose
73. Soldier’s bed
74. Harsh

DOWN
1. *Separate cream from 
milk
2. Locus, pl.
3. Seed coat
4. Form of Japanese poetry
5. Encircle
6. Deep pile carpet
7. *Cereal grass
8. Sorority letter
9. Cleopatra’s necklace
10. Thermostat option
11. Guesstimate phrase (2 
words)
12. Olympic cast-out, e.g.
15. Charles Darwin’s vessel
20. Must-haves
22. Ribonucleic acid, acr.
24. Fine
25. *Group of chickens
26. Birthplace of Caprese
27. Oedipus’ successor
29. *Baby sheep
31. *____ rotation
32. Acrylic fiber
33. Bridal veil fabric
34. With a jagged margin
36. Gulf War missile
38. *Pasture-raised chick-
en’s morsel
42. Vanish without this?
45. Lamentation
49. Japanese capital

51. Rh in Rh disease
54. Indiana Jones’ find, e.g.
56. Not a minor
57. For boys and girls
58. Popular fairy-tale 
beginning
59. Stephen King’s “The 
Green ____”
60. *Male pig
61. Abe Lincoln’s hat 
material
62. Tatted cloth
63. Done
64. Seaside bird
67. UN labor grp.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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Liberty Ranch 2025 Highlights
Girls' Basketball Wins Sections at Golden 1 Liberty Ranch Girls' Soccer Wins Sections

Boys' Soccer Wins SectionsSoftball Went to Sections and Won League

Football Team Wins League, Goes Two Rounds in Playoffs

In a thrilling showdown at the Golden 1 Center, the Liberty Ranch girls’ basketball team etched 
its name into the history books by clinching its first-ever section title, defeating the Riverbank 
Bears 55-50 on Saturday, March 1. This monumental victory marked a significant milestone for 
the Hawks and their dedicated fans. Photo by Paige Lampson

In a spectacular display of grit and determination, the Liberty Hawks boys 
soccer team clinched the section title for the first time in three years, capping 
off a postseason filled with hard-fought victories. Photo by Paige Lampson

In  a  game that 
had everything – 
momentum swings, 
big plays and lead 
changes – the Liberty 
Ranch Hawks’ playoff 
run came to an end in 
dramatic fashion Nov. 
21 when they fell 52-49 
to Ripon Christian in a 
CIF semifinal thriller. 
The Hawks battled 
until the final seconds, 
even taking their 
first lead since the 
opening quarter with 
just 1:49 remaining, 
but couldn’t hold on 
as Ripon Christian’s 
D a n i e l  L a m b d i n 
caught the game-
winning touchdown 
pass with 44 seconds 
left. Photo by Paige 
Lampson

The Liberty Ranch Hawks softball team dominated the league with a perfect 14-0 record, earning the title 
of league champions for the first time since 2022, and the team held a formidable overall record of 20-5. The 
Hawks kicked off their playoff season on May 14 with an emphatic victory over 13th-seeded West Campus, 
winning decisively with a score of 13-0. The momentum carried them into the next round, where they faced 
Sutter at home and again emerged victorious with a commanding 13-3 win. Photo by Paige Lampson

 On Feb. 10, the Lady Hawks of Liberty Ranch High School took down the Galt Warriors, ending 
their hopes for an undefeated season in league play with a narrow 1-0 victory. While the 
Warriors took home the league title, the Hawks’ triumph signaled the start of an impressive 
four-game shutout streak that captivated fans and strengthened the team's resolve. Photo by 
Paige Lampson



12 • THE GALT HERALD	 JANUARY 2, 2026

Galt High 2025 Sports Highlights

Gonzales Goes to State 3 Years  
in a Row for Cross Country 

He is Now Running at UC Merced

Girls Soccer Wins League for First Time in Decades

Boys' Soccer Team Was League Co-Champion

Stratton Shines with Assists

As the final whistle blew on the soccer season, one name 
echoed through the campus of Galt High School: Ben 
Stratton. A four-year varsity player, Stratton not only left his 
mark with eight goals for the season but has ascended to 
the pinnacle of the sport as the number one playmaker in 
California and in a tie for the nation’s lead in assists. Photos 
by Paige Lampson

Galt High School Class of 2025 graduate Kitto Gonzalez 
took his impressive running career to the next level, earning 
a scholarship to compete in cross country and track at UC 
Merced. Gonzalez made his mark as one of Galt’s most 
accomplished distance runners, qualifying for the state meet 
an impressive three times during his high school career: a 
testament to his dedication and natural talent on the track 
and trails. Photo courtesy of UC Merced Athletic Department

In a momentous achievement that resonates deeply within the community, the Galt Warrior girls’ soccer team clinched the SVC league title, marking their first league championship in decades. 
While exact records remain elusive, conversations with former coaches reveal no recollection of a previous title, the only hint being a mention in a 1990s yearbook celebrating a league victory 
almost forgotten in history. Photo by Paige Lampson

In a spectacular showdown, the Galt Warriors took on the Liberty Ranch Hawks on Feb. 10, with the league title hanging in the 
balance. The stakes were high, as the Hawks arrived at Hawk Stadium with a perfect 13-0 record, having secured a league title 
no matter what the outcome, while the Warriors, sitting in second place at 12-1, yearned for revenge after their season's only 
loss to Liberty Ranch. In an astonishing turn of events, the Warriors clinched their victory without ever scoring themselves. A 
mishap by a Hawk defender led to one of the most bizarre goals of the season, as he inadvertently headed the ball into his own 
net, giving Galt a 1-0 victory and securing a share of the league championship. Photo by Paige Lampson


