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Bulldog Brews Serves Fresh Java

Story and photos
by Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) -Gridley
Unified School District
has multiple programs that
facilitate the needs of their
students, and when the
time comes, the needs of
those who aren’t students
anymore. Most nota-
bly the Adult Extensive
Needs program, which is
currently housed at the
Gridley High School cam-
pus and assists individuals
with disabilities transition
into the adult world.

This program is rela-
tively new to the district
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High School assists individuals with disabilities transition into the adult world.
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Bulldog Brews staff work out of a room in the Guardian

Building in which they decorate and set up to reflect the
atmosphere of a coffee shop.

and serves to expose par-
ticipants to hands-on

experience in the hopes
that they are more prepared
when they encounter tasks
while a part of working
society.

“The program helps our
students with special needs
learn job related skills and
develop communications
skills based in customer
service and the work indus-
try,” said Gridley High
School Principal Rikki-Lee
Burresch. “The goal is to
develop job skills for life
after high school.”

Bulldog Brews is the

Continued on page 3

By Seti Long

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - After an
atmospheric river hit the area over
the Christmas holidays, the north
state was left soggy and flooded in
some areas, with rural road closures
extending throughout the county.
The Department of Water
Resources, California Data
Exchange Center reported Lake
Oroville reservoir levels at 799.15
feet on Dec. 24. At that time, water
was released from the Oroville
dam at 1,564 CFS but was slowly
restricted to zero on Dec. 25. The
California Data Exchange Center
listed rain fall during that period
ranging from 12.98 to 13.08 inches.
Over the next few days, lake lev-
els would increase as expected

Rising Waters

while the valley was pelted with
heavy downpours, vicious winds
and hail in some areas, prompting
flood warnings and even tornado
warnings in some areas and neigh-
boring counties.

At the time of this article, Lake
Oroville reservoir levels have
increased to 821.18 feet, with stor-
age at 2,345, 976 AF. According
to the California Department of
Water Resources, California Data
Exchange Center website, as of
Dec. 30 at 8 a.m., releases from the
spillway have ceased.

Inflow to the lake continues with
the latest data from the California
Data Exchange Center showing a
decrease from 12,621 CFS in the
early morning hours of Dec. 30 to
the current 10, 491 CFS.

-

S

i et

License #02217301 « Mobile: 530.315.2844 «

As a reminder, outflow statisti-
cal data represents outflow from
Lake Oroville, including the Hyatt
Power plant, spillway and low flow
outlet, according to the California
Department of Water Resources
website. In addition to those out-
flow currents, the River Release
records all data including releases
from the fish barrier dam, fish
hatchery and Thermalito Afterbay
river outlet.

Currently River Release has
stayed rather consistent at 1,760
on Dec. 29, only dipping a small
amount to 1,745 CFS.

Moving into the later part of the
week and New Year, the north state
is expected to receive more wet
weather, suggesting that releases
will begin again and continue. %
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Unstable

Riverhed

Conditions
Derail Gridley
Sewer Plans

By Susan Meeker

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - Once
again, Gridley’s unusual
subsurface conditions are
disrupting a major pub-
lic works project. The
city, which was pre-
viously forced to alter
infrastructure plans due to
unexpected soil behavior,
is now facing similar com-
plications on its Feather
River Sewer Crossing
replacement effort.

During a Dec. 15 presen-
tation to the Gridley City
Council, City Engineer
Dave Harden said new in
river drilling conducted
this fall revealed that the
soil beneath the Feather
River is far less stable than
earlier borings suggested,
eliminating micro-tunnel-
ing as a feasible option for
replacing the city’s 1967
sewer line that carries all
wastewater across the river.

City officials said the
discovery forces the city
back into a full reevalua-
tion of alternatives.

“The results here are not
what we were hoping for,”
Harden told the council.

Chief Administrative
Officer Elisa Arteaga said
the city is working under
a $1.3 million Clean
Water State Revolving
Fund planning grant, with
about $520,000 remain-
ing. Bennett Engineering
Services is under contract
to complete environmen-
tal review, permitting and
preliminary design. All
required permits have been
secured, and the city had
adopted its Initial Study
and Mitigated Negative
Declaration when compli-
cations arose.

Harden said the new bor-
ings showed that the trench
zone originally believed
to provide 10 to 15 feet of
suitable material pinched
out to only a few feet,
leaving the tunnel path
dominated by gravels and
cobbles that could collapse
into the bore.

“To make micro-tun-
neling feasible, we would
have to go roughly 35 feet
deeper than planned, to
nearly 100 feet below the
river,” he said. “That adds
significant cost and risk.”

Because the geotechni-
cal results directly affect

Continued on page 3
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The New Pi-Line

By Josh FW. Cook

For full disclosure, in
the last episode of the
Pi-Line, I mentioned
the CalFire local 2881-
the Union of CalFire
Firefighters. In the past,
I have worked for 2881
as a consultant. That does
not prohibit me from tak-
ing to the keyboard this
week to say that Chip
Fowler, who is retiring
as our area manager for
fire services, was a genu-
inely effective and super
successful fire chief. |
have been on the front
lines with Chip at wild-
fires as he had to make
tough decisions - and he
made good ones through-
out his entire career, and
saved many people’s
lives. It’s one thing to run

into the burning building.
It’s another one to fig-
ure out which thousand
soon to be burning build-
ings need helicopters,
airplanes, water tanks,
electrical shut-offs, roads
reworked, and/or evacu-
ations - in 30 minutes or
less. Congratulations to
Chip. Thank you for your
service.
KoKk

In February of 2026
candidates for Governor
as well as the other state-
wide offices and the
House of Representatives
will have to file to run
for elected office. Right
now there’s about 47
Democrats trying to
decide whether or not
they want to run for
Governor. How it shakes
out in February will be
a matter of high drama.
After the new special
“redistricting” of elec-
tion maps, there has been
a run on western wear
as Bay Area candidates
who now have congres-
sional seats drawn into
the conservative parts
of Northern California
are buying cowboy hats
and boots at such a pace

they’ve caused a short-
age. Nothing can cover
up a 100% certified lib-
eral voting record like
a pair of cowboy boots
and a cowboy hat. I once
knew a candidate for
Congress who bought
a partial interest in a
cow, literally, so that he
could legally declare his
occupation as being a
“rancher”, even though
he was a full time paid
politician. He won. I’'m
thinking of putting an
ad in the San Francisco
Chronicle - Northern
California “political cows
for sale” - free boots and
hat with purchase of over
50% of the bovine. Doug
LaMalfa should offer to
sell his Bay Area oppo-
nents a partial interest in
a Rice Harvester. Then
they could be “farmers”
which polls as well as
“rancher” on ballot mate-
rials. When Doug’s Dad,
Milt, put Doug in a har-
vester 40 years ago, he
probably was not think-
ing about politics. The
world has changed.
skesksk

Josh EW. Cook was born

in Gridley. *

Sky Beams Spotlight South
Yuba City Holiday Display

Story and photo
by Shamaya Sutton

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) -
Beams of light cutting
through the night sky
quickly drew the attention
of Yuba-Sutter residents
this past December. The
mysterious lights were
reported as far south as Elk
Grove and as far north as
Live Oak. Their origin: a
residential home off Green
Valley Road in south Yuba
City.

“It’s definitely been a
game changer as far as our
Christmas light display
goes,” said homeowner Jill
Justice-Childs.

“Everybody knows to go
to the other side of town,
but nobody really knows
that there’s lights on this
side of town, so we wanted
something to draw atten-
tion,” added her husband,
Jason Childs.

For the first time
this year, the Childs
family mounted eight con-
cert-style sky beams onto
their roof. Typically, light-
ing of this caliber requires
weatherproofing and pro-
tective housing. However,
a new version released this
year by Your Pixel Store
in Southern California
offered a more practical
solution.

“It’s really hard to find
concert-rated outdoor
lights or DMX lights that
are moving without putting
a cover over them,” said
Jason. “In the last couple
years there’s been a lot of
people doing innovation
and testing, and they are
one of the first to come out
with a UL-rated light that
you can use without hav-
ing to buy whole separate
covers for.”

The lights proved dura-
ble, even during the
blustery winds that swept
through the region over
Christmas. Despite gusts
exceeding 60 miles per
hour, the display held
steady.

Before mounting the
lights, Jason conducted
extensive research, includ-
ing making multiple calls
and sending emails to
ensure the display com-
plied with regulations.
That process included
contacting the Federal
Aviation Administration
regarding local ordinances.
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Jill Justice-Childs and Jason Childs, creators of the Yuba

Sutter Light Show, pose together during the holiday season

“It doesn’t violate any
city ordinance or county
ordinance as long as we
don’t shine them at any
roads or homes or anything
like that,” Jason said.

Programming the dis-
play took months, with
careful attention to angles,
color variation, height and
timing.

“It’s like dance chore-
ography,” said Jill Justice.
“He had to figure out what
he wanted them to do,
when he wanted them to
do it, what colors to turn
to at every second of all
the songs they’re on. It’s
pretty crazy.”

In addition to the over-
head sky beams, the Childs
have installed an RGB
light display around their
home. Viewers are encour-
aged to tune their radios to
92.1 FM to experience the
synchronized music and
lighting. Jason Childs has
spent hours designing each
song in the playlist, often
taking requests and adding
new selections.

“Some of the kids have
requested K-Pop Demon
Hunters, so that will be up
tonight,” Jason said during
an interview on Dec. 26.

The show currently
features about an hour
of programmed, holi-
day-themed music and
lighting, alongside pop-
ular hits such as “Can’t
Stop the Feeling” by Justin
Timberlake, “Blinding
Lights” by The Weeknd
and “Believer” by Imagine
Dragons.

After mastering their

own display, the couple
has begun offering per-
sonalized lighting design
consultations for other
local families and busi-
nesses. Those interested
can contact Yuba Sutter
Light Show at yubasutter-
lightshow(@gmail.com.

“It’s more of a consul-
tative approach,” Jill said.
“We ask about their bud-
get, expectations, and
then we can design a show
around it — we don’t do
the install though.”

The effort has paid off,
particularly in the commu-
nity response. The display
has drawn families night
after night, with some
stopping to dance in the
street.

“The kids, they just love
it,” Jason said. “They get
to hear songs that both
they and their parents
like and watch the lights
together.”

“It’s become a tradition
with some of our neigh-
bors,” Jill added. “All the
kids and their grandkids
come over, and they just
hang out the whole night
watching the light show.”

The display runs nightly
from 5:30 to 11 p.m., with
each hour-long show loop-
ing to help manage traffic
flow. Weather permitting,
the light show will remain
up through Jan. 4. After
that, the lights will be
stored until fall, when the
Childs plan to debut an
early Halloween display.
For more information, look
for “Yuba Sutter Light
Show” on social media. *
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Linda Bernice (Patrick)
Cabrera 66, was born
on March 29th, 1959 in
Indio, CA. She was one
of 4 children born to
Dovie and Dean Patrick.

Linda was a long time
resident of Gridley, CA,
where she raised 2 chil-
dren and worked as a
dedicated registration
tech for nearly 25 years.
She was known for her
big heart and willingness
to lend a helping hand
for anyone in need.

Linda went to heaven
on Dec. 9, 2025 in
Chico, CA surrounded
by her family and
friends, after a coura-
geous 3 year battle with
cancer. She is preceded
in death by her mother

LINDA BERNICE (PATRICK) CABRERA 0

Dovie, stepfather Wayne
Griffin, brothers Jack
and James Patrick, and
sister Janice Gentry.
She is survived by her
daughter Crystal(Kyle),
son Thomas, and
2 granddaughters
Cheyanne and Addie.
Linda will be deeply

I' , MEMORIAL

/29/1959 — 12/09/2025

missed and forever
loved. We love you
mom(aka “cuckoo”)

A funeral service will
be held on Jan 13, 2026
at 10a.m. at Lighthouse
Tabernacle 720
Ohio St, Gridley, CA.
Burial will follow at
Gridley-Biggs Cemetery.

Butte County Road Closures

Butte County Public Works

News Release

Hwy, Nelson Road at Wilbur Road Caution

Flooding, Stimpson Road from Cox Lane to

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - As of Dec. 26,
Butte County have the following roads closed.

Afton Road at Aguas Frias to Glenn County
Line, Aguas Frias Road from Afton Road to
Hwy 162, Colusa Hwy from Cherokee Canal
Road to Colusa County Line, Dark Canyon
Rd from Paiute Drive to Oroville Lake,
Durnel Road at Nelson to Grainland, Middle

Hwy 70.

Honcut Road at Hwy 70 to Palermo Honcut

For more information on road closures you
can visit Butte County Public Works at: www.
buttecounty.net/964/Road-Conditions

The website has an Interactive Road
Conditions Map that is searchable for roads,
addresses, etc., or zoom and pan into an area
of interest to view road conditions. You can
also click on a road condition for more details.
*

Little League Sign Ups

By Seti Long

All sign-ups and tryouts will be at Berry

LIVE OAK, CA (MPG)- Spring sports are
around the corner and the Live Oak Little
League is beginning the registration

process.

The Live Oak Little League posted sign
up and tryout dates online with special

directions.

“If you child is over the age of 8, they
need to attend one of these days for try-
out dates to guarantee a spot on a team.

Field.”

Upcoming tryouts and sign-ups will be
held on the following dates: Jan. 6 sign-
ups from 5 to 6 p.m. with tryouts from 6 to

7:30 p.m., Jan. 10 sign-ups at 1 to 2 p.m.

7:30pm.

gmail.com

with tryouts 2 to 4 p.m., and Jan. 14 sign-
ups at 5 to 6 p.m. with tryouts from 6 to

For more information, contact the Live
Oak Little League directly at Loll95953@
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California Turns Winter Season
Rain into Future Water Supply

\

Photo courtesy Freepik

Governor Gavin Newsom'’s Office
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - As California
enters the upcoming season of winter rains,
the Newsom administration and local
agencies are working to collect as much of
that stormwater as possible for future use.

California’s winter rain season is a criti-
cal time of year when water managers need
to capture, move and store as much water
as possible for our dry summer months
and potential future drought conditions.
Following three weeks of dry conditions
in most of California, reservoirs have room
to assist flood managers. At Lake Oroville,
the State Water Project’s largest reser-
voir, storage is at 54 percent capacity, with
plenty of available space in the reservoir
to manage high inflows and capture storm
runoff for future water supply.

California is taking a proactive approach
to water management by capturing as much
water as possible when seasonal rains
arrive and storing it for the dry months
ahead. With reservoirs ready and continued
investments in storage and groundwater
recharge, we’re preparing for a future with
more extreme weather while protecting our
water supply for communities, farms, and
ecosystems across the state.

Last month, thanks to years of planning
and investment, local stormwater-capture
projects turned a downpour into a valuable
boost to the water supply. In Los Angeles
alone, those November storms gener-
ated billions of gallons of captured water
— enough to supply tens of thousands of
households — with the potential for even
more as new projects come online.

Building on the success of flood diver-
sion efforts in 2023, the state has partnered
with 14 local agencies in the Sacramento
and San Joaquin regions to divert flood
flows and prepare land for groundwa-
ter recharge. These preparations include
pre-deploying 20 large-capacity pumps
and clearing more than 650 acres of land.
These efforts aim to reduce flood risk and
enhance groundwater supplies by help-
ing local agencies safely divert flows from

= . 3
Local agencies are working to collect as much of that stormwater as po

swollen streams into underground aquifers
for storage. This builds upon an executive
order from Governor Newsom in 2023 that
authorized the diversion of flood flows for
flood risk reduction and recharge benefits.

Along the Sacramento River Basin, the
Big Notch fish passage project is now in
action to both modernize and improve
California’s water system while also pro-
tecting juvenile endangered winter-run
Chinook salmon. The Big Notch is a key
State Water Project infrastructure invest-
ment, improving conditions for migratory
fish while supporting the water supply
depended upon by tens of millions of
Californians. It’s part of the State Water
Project’s ongoing efforts to balance water
supply and environmental protection.

In August, California committed an
additional $219 million to the Sites
Reservoir project. Sites Reservoir is a
key component of Governor Newsom’s
water strategy — capturing water from
the Sacramento River during wet seasons
and storing it for use during drier seasons.
These efforts will hold up to 1.5 million
acre-feet of water, which is enough to sup-
ply over 4.5 million homes for a year.
The project will help California maintain
a resilient water supply in the face of cli-
mate change, weather extremes, and water
scarcity.

In addition to surface water storage,
the Newsom administration is working
to improve California’s underground
water storage through groundwater
recharge efforts. Data from the California
Department of Water Resources confirms
that the state’s aquifers are improving year
after year thanks to abundant precipitation
and efforts by the state and its regional
partners to capture and store more high
flows during winter storms in groundwater
basins, expand recharge basins, improve
groundwater monitoring, and better coor-
dinate among local agencies to reduce
groundwater pumping.

These investments ensure that when
water does arrive, we can store it, use it
wisely, and build long-term resilience for
the entire state. *

CDFA Lifts Statewide Ban on
Poultry and Dairy Cattle Exhibitions

By Lloyd Green Jr.

COLUSA, CA (MPG) - The California
Department of Food and Agriculture
has lifted its statewide ban on poul-
try and dairy cattle exhibitions at fairs
and shows, clearing the way for animals
to return to exhibition barns across the
state.

The ban, which was put in place
amid concerns over H5N1 highly
pathogenic avian influenza, was lifted
effective immediately following a
review of current infection trends and
mitigation measures, according to a
letter issued by State Veterinarian Dr.
Annette Jones.

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture officials said the
decision came after months of surveil-
lance, analysis of viral trend data and
consultation with state and federal epi-
demiologists and animal health partners.

“Based on a comprehensive review of
current H5N1 infection trends, improved
understanding of transmission dynam-
ics, and enhanced mitigation measures
now in place, CDFA has determined
that the risk associated with poultry and
dairy cattle exhibitions has sufficiently
decreased,” Jones wrote.

The ban had affected fairs, livestock
shows, and youth programs statewide,
including 4-H and FFA projects that rely
on exhibition opportunities as part of
their educational experience. With the
restriction lifted, fair organizers may

resume planning poultry and dairy cattle
exhibits for upcoming events.

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture emphasized that the
decision was made with both public
health and agricultural interests in mind.

“CDFA recognizes the importance of
protecting animal health, public health,
and California’s agricultural industries
while also supporting youth programs,
educational opportunities, and agricul-
tural traditions across the state,” the
letter stated.

While exhibitions are now permit-
ted, the California Department of Food
and Agriculture strongly encouraged
fairgrounds, organizers, and exhibitors
to continue enhanced biosecurity and
disease prevention practices. Animals
showing signs of illness should not be
transported or exhibited, and veterinar-
ians should be contacted promptly if
disease is suspected.

Suspected cases of H5N1 in poul-
try or cattle should be reported to
the California Department of Food
and Agriculture Sick Bird Hotline at
866-922-2473.

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture officials said the depart-
ment will continue close monitoring of
H5N1 activity statewide and will work
with fair organizers and animal owners
to ensure safeguards remain in place.
Additional guidance for exhibitions will
be posted on the California Department
of Food and Agriculture website. *
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Continued from page 1

Adult Extensive Needs-run coffee shop
at the Gridley High School campus that
helps program participants hone a few of
those skills needed for success.

Each week instructor Jessica Paiva
provides an order form to staff mem-
bers with the current menu and Bulldog
Brews offerings. The menu varies based
on “customer” feedback and helps stu-
dents learn new recipes as they create
and fille each order.

Bulldog Brews staff work out of a
room in the Guardian Building in which
they decorate and set up to reflect the
atmosphere of a coffee shop, with
tables, barista area and even a greeter.
Bulldog Brews staff handle everything

from preparing the order to managing
the cash box, taking tender and serving
customers.

“If a person is unable to pick up their
order, the Bulldog Brew staff has been
known to go the extra mile and deliver
their drink,” said Burresch.

The Gridley Herald happened to run
into the Bulldog Brews staff doing just
this, delivering multiple orders to staff-
ers before the holiday break.

The group smiled excitedly, careful
with their cargo and went on their way
to deliver while the coffee was still hot.

Proceeds generated from the cof-
fee sales at Bulldog Brew return to the
program and help fund the purchase of
additional supplies. *

Unstable Riverbed Conditions
Derail Gridley Sewer Plans

Continued from page 1
the selection of a feasible alternative,
Bennett Engineering has paused the Draft
Feasibility Study until the city determines
a new path forward. Harden said the city
will meet with tunneling contractors and
industry specialists early next year to eval-
uate constructability and cost. With micro
tunneling no longer viable at the planned
depth, the city is revisiting alternatives
previously set aside, including rerouting
the sewer line north to cross the Feather
River at the East Gridley Road bridge.

Harden said the option would add
roughly two miles of pipeline and require
evaluating pump station upgrades, levee
adjacent construction and permitting
implications. He also noted the State
Water Resources Control Board may
require the city to revisit regionalization
concepts, including potential connection
to Biggs, depending on long term feasibil-
ity and funding.

Arteaga recommended, and the coun-
cil supported, a no cost amendment to
the Bennett Engineering task order. The

amendment reallocates funding from the
design phase to feasibility and environ-
mental tasks and limits design work to the
30 percent level until a viable alternative
is selected.

The council authorized a budget
transfer that shifts $60,000 into the feasi-
bility task and $30,000 into environmental
documents, reducing the plans and specifi-
cations budget by $90,000. No additional
city funds are required, Arteaga said.

The city will also request a grant exten-
sion from the State Water Resources
Control Board. The current final disburse-
ment deadline is Aug. 27, but the city is
seeking an extension to Jan. 30, 2029, to
allow time for additional analysis, revised
environmental documentation, and devel-
opment of a new amended project report.

Harden emphasized that the existing
river bottom pipe remains operational but
cannot be replaced in its current location
under modern permitting rules.

“Our job now is to find the most fis-
cally and technically feasible solution,”
Harden said. *

California Schools Will Have
to do More to Prevent Sex Ahuse

By Carolyn Jones,
calmatters.org

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Facing a mountain of
lawsuits, California K-12
schools will have a sys-
tem in place beginning this
year to prevent teachers
and other staff from sexu-
ally abusing students.

A new California law
creates an array of mea-

—
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sures to educate school
staff, beef up reporting
requirements and stop

California K-12 schools will have a system in place beginning
this year to prevent teachers and other staff from sexually
abusing students. Photo courtesy of Freepik

teachers credibly accused
of abuse from getting jobs
at other districts.

The law, Senate Bill 848,
goes into effect Jan. 1 and
schools must have proto-
cols in place by July. The
law applies to all schools,
including private schools.

“I’'m proud to see this
bill move forward. It’s
been really personal for
me,” state Sen. Sasha
Renée Pérez, the bill’s
author, told CalMatters
after it passed. “For survi-
vors, this is an important
step toward justice.”

Avalanche of Lawsuits

The law stems from a
previous California law that
made it easier for victims
to sue school districts and
counties. Under AB 218,
which went into effect in
2020, victims can file suit
until age 40 or even older if
they didn’t remember being
abused until later in life.
That’s led to an avalanche
of lawsuits and much
greater public awareness of
the scope of the problem.

So far, victims have filed
more than 1,000 lawsuits
against school districts
and counties, with some
resulting in enormous pay-
outs. A jury in Riverside
County in 2023 handed

Moreno Valley Unified a
$135 million verdict over
abuse allegations, and Los
Angeles Unified faces
more than $500 million in
claims.

Overall, California
schools face nearly $3 bil-
lion in sex abuse claims
from former students,
according to the Fiscal
Crisis and Management
Assistance Team, a state
agency that helps school
districts with financial
matters. Some of the inci-
dents occurred decades
ago, as early as the 1940s,
and some of the payouts
have been so large that
they’ve led districts to
financial insolvency.

School Accountability

While the new law
doesn’t address the law-
suits, it does institute
measures intended to stop
future abuse and hold
schools more account-
able. It requires schools
to write comprehensive
policies on appropriate
behavior, and train stu-
dents, teachers, coaches
and other school staff on
recognizing and reporting
misconduct. It also broad-
ens the number of staff
who are required to report
abuse allegations.

Perhaps the most note-
worthy requirement is
creating a database of
teachers credibly accused
of abuse. The database,
to be administered by the
California Commission
on Teacher Credentialing,
will be available to
schools during their hir-
ing processes. The aim is
to stop teachers who’ve
abused students from
quitting and getting
rehired elsewhere, only
to abuse more students.
Teachers who’ve been
cleared of wrongdoing
will be removed from the
database.

Pérez, a Democrat from
Alhambra, said she was
inspired to author the new
law after reading about
generations of abuse at
Rosemead High School,
which is in her district.
She also told CaMatters
that she was the victim
of a teacher’s unwanted
attention when she was in
high school.

“There are now dollars
and cents being assigned
to these cases,” she said
in September. “It’s really
opened up this conversa-
tion about what can we
do to better prevent this
abuse from happening.” *
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The SNC Board Approves Wildfire and Forest
Resilience Grants to Help Protect Communities

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
News Release

NORHTERN CALIFORNIA, CA (MPG)
- On Thursday, Dec. 11, the
Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s
(SNC) Board approved three
separate grants totaling nearly
$4.6 million to fund projects
that will reduce fuels and cre-
ate fuel breaks in efforts to
restore forest health and protect
nearby communities from wild-
fire. The grants, funded through
Proposition 4 that voters passed
in 2024, are the first awarded
from the more than $33 mil-
lion allotted from the state to the
Sierra Nevada Conservancy for
Wildfire and Forest Resilience
programs.
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“I’m excited by the actions of
our Board to approve these proj-

With the help of a recently establlshed fuel break firefighters were able to contam theTlger Fire before impacting
a nearby community. Photo courtesy of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy

ects so our valuable partners can
continue the vital work in the
Sierra-Cascade that is restor-
ing forest health and resilience
to help protect both the natural
landscape and nearby commu-
nities from major disturbances,
such as damaging wildfire,”
said Angela Avery, executive
officer with the Sierra Nevada
Conservancy.
Work to occur in Butte,
Mono, Madera counties
The three grants from Sierra
Nevada Conservancy’s Wildfire
and Forest Resilience Directed
Grant Program will fund proj-
ects in Butte, Mono, and Madera
counties. A grant for $1,298,000

was awarded to Chico State
Enterprises for a fuel-break proj-
ect that will establish 6.5 miles
of continual fuel breaks in the
footprint of the Park Fire in Big
Chico Creek Canyon. The fuel
breaks are part of the larger Butte
County Community Fuel Break
Project and will help protect res-
idents in the towns of Cohasset,
Forest Ranch, and the city of
Chico. This project utilized
the Statewide Fuels Reduction
Environmental Protection Plan
(EPP), which was developed to
fulfill Governor Newsom’s State
of Emergency Proclamation and
expedite fuels-reduction projects.

The amount of $1,493,192 was

awarded to the California Deer
Association to reduce fuels and
improve forest health on more
than 400 acres near the town
of Mammoth Lakes in Mono
County. The project is in the
Inyo National Forest, within the
Hot Creek-Owens River water-
shed and the larger Eastern
Sierra Climate and Communities
Resilience Project.

Finally, the Board approved
$1,896,856 to the Eastern
Madera County Fire Safe Council
for a project that will recon-
struct a 4.7-mile, 300-acre fuel
break on Sierra National Forest
lands in Madera County. The
fuel break will help protect the

communities of Oakhurst, Bass
Lake, Coarsegold, North Fork,
and the North Fork Rancheria of
Mono Indians.
Wildfire and forest resilience
funds expanded

The three Wildfire and Forest
Resilience Directed Program
grants approved at the meet-
ing are funded by Proposition
4, which voters passed in
November of 2024 and allocates
a total of $1.5 billion for wildfire
and forest-resilience programs
across the state.

Of this amount, Prop 4
includes $33.5 million to Sierra
Nevada Conservancy for wild-
fire-resilience projects. Thanks

to early action by the Governor
and the legislature, $30.9 million
of Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s
wildfire resilience funds were
made available in April 2025.
At the June 2025 meeting, the
SNC Governing Board opened
a $10 million Wildfire and
Forest Resilience Directed Grant
Program.

Due to the robust list of eligi-
ble, quality projects submitted,
Sierra Nevada Conservancy staff
recommended the Board increase
available funding under the
Wildfire and Forest Resilience
Directed Grant Program from
$10 million to $15 million. The
Board approved the $5 million
increase, ensuring more funds
may be awarded for eligible,
shovel-ready projects at future
meetings.

Projects contribute
to state climate targets

The Sierra Nevada
Conservancy’s Wildfire and
Forest Resilience Directed Grant
Program seeks to create more
resilient forest landscapes and
watersheds, reduce wildfire
risk, and protect communities.
All grants awarded in this pro-
gram will reduce fuels near
communities to prevent wild-
fire. Fuel-reduction work
contributes towards the state-
wide Nature-Based Solutions
wildfire-risk-reduction targets.
Beginning in 2030, California
aims to complete 700,000 acres of
fuel-reduction work annually. *

Gridley Thumbs and Roots

By Barbara Ott

While staying inside
because this gardener is
now a wimp about the cold,
I start trying to solve gar-
dening problems. The
problem I’ve been mull-
ing over for some time is,
“Why are my mandarin
skins so thick this year?” It
was a lower fruit year for
me and the fruit looks huge
because it has mega-thick

skins. So, I looked up this
problem. I realized I’ve
been very casual about cit-
rus care. The orange tree
is always loaded and we
keep it a manageable size.
It was here when we moved
in. It was way to big and
the limbs were like a rat’s
nest. We’ve pruned it down
to about 12-15 ft. We’ve
cut out twisted, rubbing
limbs. No matter what we
do it always has a ton of
great fruit. 1 laughingly
say that the neighbors do
most of the watering for
this tree. It is next to the
fence and it survived for
a long time with neglect
before we arrived on the
scene. My theory is that it
has sent its roots under the
fence to a well-watered part
of the neighbor’s yard. I

planted the mandarin about

Closed Wildiife Refuges

By Seti Long

The website notice reminds recreational

10 years ago. It has always
grown well and I feed it
once in a while. I water it
once in a while. It does get
some drip sprinkler water-
ing but not much and none
of that water is directed at
the tree, it is overspray.
From what I can see the
thick skins are a couple of
things. Maybe too much
nitrogen and not enough
potassium. Maybe irreg-
ular watering when under

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA (MPG) -
wake of the heavy storms that hit the area
over the Christmas holiday and following
weekend, some Sacramento area National
Wildlife Refuges will be closed due to
flooding.

As of Dec. 26, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services website lists the Colusa
NWR Hunt Area (east side), Colusa NWR
Auto Tour and Sutter NWR Hunt Area as
closed until further notice.

In the

hunters that “other areas are subject to clo-
sure without notice. Please use extreme
caution when visiting during or after bad
weather, as flooding can occur without
warning and road shoulders are soft and
will not support your vehicle.”

The Delevan NWR hunt area, Colusa

NWR rail and observation platform,
Colusa NWR hunt area (west side), and
Sacramento River NWR remain open at
the time of this article, per the fws.gov/ref-
uge/Sacramento website. *

stress, like in our hot sum-

mers. My careless ways
are showing in the thicken-
ing fruit skins. Who knew?
My first New Year’s resolu-
tion is to treat the mandarin
with care. May 2026 be
kind to all of you and that
someone takes good care
of you. *
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office: 530-846-4724 cci: 530-433-8959

99E and Spruce Street ¢ Gridley

Ask for Jake! F"“‘““

Come see Jake Richins at Grldley
Country Ford for all your new or
used car or truck needs.

Ask me about our 20 year or 200,000 miles
Power Train Warranty! :

See me today for the Best Deal! — /

Local Classifieds

Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call 916-773-1111

Auto & Truck
Repair

NOW OPEN. FREE Brake
Inspection. FREE Battery
Check. Domestic and Foreign.
23 years experience. Military
Discounts. Auto Doctor, 114

916 773-1111

Classified
Advertising

3rd St, Marysville, CA. Call
now - 530-701-4300. (TFN)

Advertising Works!

Health/Wellness

XOSIALX - Get Social. Be EXCEP-
TIONAL XILERATE is redefining en-
ergy for everyone. It provides an au-
thentic, jitter-free boost that appeals
to both regular energy drink users,
and those who may have avoided
them due to artificial ingredients or
harsh effects. FREE TO JOIN. www.
canderson.xosialx.com

We

Our

(TFN)

Support

Military

Services

Wash windows, light trash
hauling, weed eating, cob-
webs. Call James 530-632-
1271.

)
MPG
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RDVERTISING
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/ \
L, i
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Get the
word out! <2
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Advertise in the Classmeds

Call 916-773-1111

« HOLYCROSS

Funeral Home
and Crematory, Inc.

David Holycross

Dwwe. ()

CONSTRUCTION,

SPECIALIZING IN
* KITCHENS « BATHROOMS
« REMODELS

INC.

Affordable & Dignified
On Site Crematory

486 Bridge St., Yuba City, CA
530-751-7000

www.holycrossmemorial.com

Se Habla Espafiol

estab. 1998 FD1653

530.682.9602

www.GreenetzConstruction.com

HOMETOWN

manEanitacarsarSBCglobal, net

Specializing in Ranch & Farm Properties

Renlly

James Stowe
(530) 870-6056
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California Rolls Out 2026 Laws Community Calendar

By Susan Meeker

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA (MPG) -
California ushered in a new set of laws
this week, and while many were shaped
by urban concerns, several will still
influence daily life in rural Northern
California.

Under Assembly Bill 1087, signed
in 2024, probation terms for individu-
als convicted of vehicular manslaughter
while intoxicated will increase from two
years to between three and five years.
Lawmakers said the change is intended
to strengthen deterrence and bring sen-
tencing in line with similar offenses.

Traffic safety rules will also expand.
AB 390 broadens California’s “slow
down and move over” requirement to
include any stationary vehicle using
hazard lights, not just emergency or
tow trucks. Drivers must reduce speed
and change lanes when safe, a shift
the California Highway Patrol says is
intended to reduce roadside collisions.

Another measure, AB 382, allows cit-
ies and counties to lower school zone
speed limits from 25 mph to 20 mph
through 2031, giving rural districts
more flexibility on streets where chil-
dren often walk or bike.

Assembly Bill 1299, authored
by Assemblymember Juan Carrillo
(D-Palmdale) allows cities and coun-
ties to waive or reduce parking penalties
for low income and homeless residents
and requires agencies to offer payment
plans upon request. Lawmakers said the

change is intended to keep “vulnerable”
Californians from falling into escalat-
ing fines, towing, or vehicle loss that
can make it harder to keep jobs, attend
school, or access services.

California is also targeting tools used
in property crimes. AB 1085 establishes
a $1,000 infraction for manufacturing
devices designed to obscure or interfere
with automated license plate readers.
Senate Bill 586 formally classifies off
highway electric motorcycles, known as
eMotos, as off highway vehicles, requir-
ing helmets, DMV issued ID plates, and
compliance with existing OHV rules.

Electric bicycle riders will see new
requirements under AB 544, which
mandates a rear red reflector or red light
at all times. Minors who receive helmet
citations may also be required to com-
plete an online safety course developed
by the California Highway Patrol.

Consumer protections are expanding
statewide. New rules eliminate thicker
reusable plastic bags under California’s
existing plastic bag ban, and AB 578
requires food delivery platforms to pro-
vide full refunds for missing or incorrect
orders, disclose itemized pay and tips to
drivers, and offer human customer ser-
vice when automated systems fail.

Individually, these laws may not dra-
matically reshape rural communities.
But together, legislators say they will
set the stage for policy shifts that will
reach every corner of the state, from its
largest cities to its smallest agricultural
towns. *

Cause of Big Chico Creek E. Cols
Outbreak Unknown

By Susan Meeker

CHICO, CA (MPG) - County health officials
say the source of the toxic E. coli strain
that sickened five people over the sum-
mer has still not been identified, despite
months of testing along Big Chico Creek
and extensive investigation by local, state
and federal agencies.

The June outbreak involved a danger-
ous Shiga toxin-producing strain of E.
coli that likely came into contact with
swimmers.

Dr. Jarett Beaudoin, Butte County’s
Public Health Officer, told the Board of
Supervisors during a Dec. 16 presen-
tation that the infections were linked to
water and sediment in Big Chico Creek,
including areas around Sycamore Pool
and as far as five miles upstream.

“E. coli is a very common bacteria,
but this is a particularly toxic variant,”
Beaudoin said. “It landed three children
in the hospital and two on dialysis. It is
very serious for us.”

The county issued a no swim advi-
sory in June and began working with the
California Water Board and state health
authorities to conduct repeated testing.
Retesting in October showed no presence
of the outbreak strain, and the advisory
was lifted on Oct. 21.

Even with the clearance, investigators
have not been able to pinpoint the origi-
nal source of contamination. The leading
hypothesis from the Centers for Disease

December 13, 2025 -

Control and Prevention, the California
Department of Public Health and county
investigators points to cattle or other
ruminants, such as goats and sheep. Tests
on geese and deer near the creek were
negative, Beaudoin said.

Although not a current theory, sedi-
ment movement from burn scar areas,
including land affected by the Park Fire,
may have contributed to the spread
or persistence of bacteria during the
summer.

“It is something we want to keep
watching for, and we are,” Beaudoin
said. “If we get a case of this type of E.
coli, we’re probably going to do aggres-
sive monitoring.”

There are no immediate plans for
additional source tracking work. Public
Health will continue monitoring for
human cases next season and is coordi-
nating with the California Water Board
and the City of Chico on preventive
water testing. Any new cases of the same
strain would trigger an immediate no
swim advisory, Beaudoin said.

With winter rain, Beaudoin said there
is concern that runoff could reintroduce
contamination. However, similar out-
breaks in past years have not returned the
following season, suggesting the bacteria
does not persist long term in creek sedi-
ment, he said.

All five individuals affected in June are
reported to be doing well with no known
lasting complications. *

EST. 1905

December 23, 2025

Dec. 13: At 7:30 p.m. on the 1500 block of SR 99, Gridley, Paul Edward
Menchaca, 45, was arrested on suspicion of Disorderly Conduct: alcohol
(M) (647(f) PC) and was booked into Butte County Jail.

Dec. 17: At 9:15 p.m. on the 1600 block of SR99, Gridley, Spencer T Folkman,
35, was arrested on three separate Outside Agency — Misdemeanor Warrants
and was booked into Butte County Jail.

Dec. 18: At 8:09 p.m. on the 1400 block of SR 99, Gridley, Marshall James
Hollingsworth, 35, was arrested on suspicion of Possessing Unlawful
Paraphernalia (M) (11364(a) HS) and was booked into Butte County Jail.

Dec. 20: At 12:34 a.m. on SR99 and Cherry Street, Gridley, Melchor

Salgadomedina, 32, was arrested on suspicion of possession of unlawful
paraphernalia (M) (11364(a) HS) and Outside Misdemeanor Warrants and

was booked into Butte County Jail.

Dec. 20: At 8:36 p.m. on SR99 and Township Road, Gridley, Pedro Arciniega
Lepe, 65, was arrested on suspicion of DUI Alcohol (M) (23152(a) VC) and
DUI Alcohol/0.08 Percent (M) (23152(b) VC) and was booked into Butte

County Jail.

Dec. 23: At 10:24 a.m. on the 1500 block of SR99, Gridley, Ronald Alan
Camilleri, 63, was arrested on suspicion of Disorderly Conduct: alcohol (M)
(647(f) PC) and was booked into Butte County Jail. *

Butte County Libraries

Butte County Libraries have the fol-
lowing upcoming events: (G) Gridley
branch, 299 Spruce St. and (B) Biggs
branch, 464A B St. Call 530-552-5652
for more information.

Saturday, Jan. 3: Afternoon kids’
club, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (B)

Monday, Jan. 5: Gridley book club
for adults, 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (G)
Gridley Friends of the Library meeting,
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (G)

Tuesday, Jan. 6: Creative writing
group for adults, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (G)
LEGO Tuesdays, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. (B)

Wednesday, Jan. 7: Color your world,
11 a.m. to noon. Adult arts and crafts. (G)
Afternoon kids’ club, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. (G)

Thursday, Jan. 8: Biggs chess club,
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. (B) Celebrating Winter:
Pajama Party, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
All ages welcome to come in your cozi-
est pajamas and warm up with hot cocoa
while you decorate a paper cocoa mug.
G)

Friday, Jan. 9: Sure Start family play
time, 9 a.m. to noon. (G)

Saturday, Jan. 10: Adult ugly art club,
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Materials provided,
absolutely no skills required. (G)

Continuing through
Sunday, Jan. 4

Chico Ice Rink

Downtown Chico Plaza, 132 W. 4th
St., Chico. Whether you’re here with
family or friends, come make the most of
winter with us on the ice. We offer skat-
ing for all ages, skate rentals, and a cozy
atmosphere. Check the website at www.
chicorec.gov/chico-ice-rink for tickets
and latest schedule information.

Saturday, Jan. 3

Preserving Food with Friends —
Canning 101

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garden at St.
Timothy’s, 410 Jackson Street. Learn
how to safely preserve your favorite
fruits and veggies during our canning
demonstration class. Perfect for begin-
ners or anyone wanting to refresh their
skills. This class is not hands-on. We
welcome you to observe, take notes and
ask questions. More information on our
Facebook page.

Saturday, Jan. 10

Sunset Birding Trek: Oroville
Wildlife Area

3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Oroville
Wildlife Area, 945 Oro Dam Blvd. W.,
Oroville. Join us for a sunset trek through
one of the Sacramento Valley’s hidden
gems for winter waterfowl. Participants
will enjoy easy trails and observation
points while guides share tips for iden-
tifying birds, spotting behaviors, and
understanding winter wetland ecology.
Bring binoculars, warm layers, and a
flashlight with a red lens for the return
walk if needed. Attendance is free,
but participants must fill out a liability
waiver. More information at www.zeffy.
com

Meeting Minders

Ongoing Activities (Current as of pub-
lication, please verify schedule with the
organization):

American Legion Bingo, Thursdays
from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Gridley
Veterans Hall, 267 Sycamore St.

Biggs City Council meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday each month, at 6
p-m. in the council chambers, 3016 Sixth
St., Biggs. The next meeting is scheduled
for Jan. 13 and more information is avail-
able at 530-368-5493.

Butte County Board of Supervisors
generally meets on the second and fourth
Tuesdays each month, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
at 25 County Center Drive, Suite 205,
Oroville. The next meeting is scheduled
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for Jan. 13 and more information is avail-
able at 530-552-3300.

ESL Conversation Group meets
Wednesdays from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at Esperanza House Family Center, 630
Washington St. Practice speaking English
in this free, friendly group setting. All
levels are welcome to attend any or all
sessions. There is also a Zoom option
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sponsored by the
Butte County Library. Contact literacy@
buttecounty.net for more information.

Gridley City Council meets on the
first and third Monday each month,
6 p.m. in the council chambers, 685
Kentucky St. Meeting agendas are posted
to the following site on the Friday prior
to each meeting: http://gridley.ca.us/gov-
ernment-and-departments/city-council
The next meeting will be Monday, Jan. 5.

Gridley Senior Group Breakfast
every Tuesday and Thursday from 9
a.m. to 10 a.m. includes Bingo at 9:30
a.m. Gridley Recreation Center 194
Washington St. For more information,
call 530-846-3264.

Gridley Unified School District
(GUSD) Board meetings are generally
on the first and third Wednesday each
month, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Call 530-
846-4721 for more information.

Live Oak City Council usually meets
on the first and third Wednesday of each
month at 6 p.m. in the council chambers
at City Hall, 9955 Live Oak Blvd. Next
meeting is Wednesday, Jan. 7. Call 530-
695-2112 for more information.

Rotary Club of Gridley meets every
Thursday from noon to 1 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church Hall, 446 Kentucky
St. For more information or membership,
call 530-632-5990.

Survivors of Suicide Support Group
meets the first and third Wednesday each
month at 7 p.m. at the Gridley Recreation
Department, 194 Washington Street.
Next meeting will be on Wednesday,
Jan. 7.

Community Resources —
Find Food

First 5 Family Center at Esperanza
House, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays, at
630 Washington St., Gridley. Caregivers
are welcome to drop in for help with
resources for their families, access to
our food pantry, diapers, and assistance
with applications or translations. Call to
schedule an appointment: 530-782-0293.

First Baptist Church of Live Oak
Food Pantry, 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. on
the fourth Sunday of each month, at 2480
Pennington Road, Live Oak. This is a
drive-through Food Pantry, with entrance
on Gum Street and exit on Pennington
Road. Next distribution will be Sunday,
Jan. 25. Call 530-695-2894 for more
information.

Gridley Senior Food Distribution,
801 Washington Street, Room B.
Once a month, call ahead for details:
530-846-4233.

Gridley United Methodist Church,
285 Magnolia St. Monday through
Friday, during daytime hours. Come by
the church and if they have food they will
give client a box.

North State Food Bank, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. monthly at St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church, 410 Jackson St.,
Gridley. Next distribution on Tuesday,
Jan. 13. Call 530-712-2600 for more
information.

North State Food Bank, 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Biggs
Methodist Church, 441 C St., Biggs.
Next distribution on Tuesday, Jan. 13.
Call 530-712-2600 for more information.

Sacred Heart Parish, 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m., 1561 Hazel St., Gridley on

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays. Call
530-846-2140 for more information. %
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Very Odd Election Year Starts with Republicans
Possibly Leading the Governor’s Race

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The 2026 campaigns for
governor, a raft of other
statewide offices, 52 con-
gressional seats and 100
slots in the state Legislature
officially begin today with
the onset of candidate fil-
ing. It could be one of the
oddest election cycles in
California’s 175 years
as a state, albeit one that
puts the state’s convo-
luted politics in the national
spotlight.

There are so many
Democrats running for gov-
ernor that it’s theoretically
possible for a Republican to
win the office, despite the
state’s deeply blue politi-
cal profile, especially with
the possibility of even more
Democratic hopefuls jump-
ing into the mob -- as a herd
of kangaroos is dubbed in
Australia.

Meanwhile, both incum-
bent members of Congress
and aspirants will be run-
ning in districts that
have been radically ger-
rymandered to shrink
Republicans’ tiny del-
egation even more, as
Democrats seek to regain
control of Congress.

The possibility of a
Republican governor,
although very scant, stems
from the state’s top-two pri-
mary election system. All
candidates, regardless of
party, will appear on the
same June 2 primary elec-
tion ballot, and the two with

the highest percentages of
the vote -- no matter how
small those shares may be
-- will face each other in the
November election.

With upwards of a dozen
Democrats now running
and the possibility of oth-
ers, it’s possible the two
Republicans in the mix so
far -- Riverside County
Sheriff Chad Bianco and
former television commen-
tator Steve Hilton -- could
theoretically finish one and
two with perhaps as few as
10-15% of the votes each.

It’s not likely if the
Democratic cohort shrinks
in the next few months as
the weakest contenders
drop out, lacking enough
money or poll support to
continue. However, the lack
of a natural Democratic
frontrunner and the seem-
ing lack of party leadership
strong enough to cull the
herd bolster the mathemat-
ical possibility of a GOP
upset.

Had former Vice
President Kamala Harris
or U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla
decided to run, either would
have been the immediate
frontrunner. But by opting
out, they left a vacuum.

At the moment, for-
mer Congresswoman
Katie Porter is leading the
Democratic pack, albeit
with scarcely double-digit
support in the polls. She
and former Controller
Betty Yee are the only
two women now run-
ning with Harris. Lt. Gov.
Eleni Kounalakis and for-
mer state Sen. Toni Atkins
out. Porter also gained
recognition during her
unsuccessful bid for a U.S.
Senate seat last year.

Billionaire Tom Steyer
is currently the most vis-
ible contender, spending
some of his immense

wealth on television and
internet ads to depict him-
self as a populist who rails
against “Sacramento pol-
iticians” and promises to
reduce electric bills -- not
unlike how Donald Trump
achieved success.

Beyond Porter, for-
mer Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa and
former Attorney General
and Biden cabinet member
Xavier Becerra appear to
be the strongest Democratic
strivers. However, every-
one is still waiting to see
whether Attorney General
Rob Bonta or Los Angeles
businessman Rick Caruso
will opt in.

Having so much uncer-
tainty this late in the game
is very unusual. However,
at some point, perhaps
around February or March,
when the Democratic field
finally begins to shrink,
it will be possible to sort
out the truly viable candi-
dates from the wannabes
and do some realistic
handicapping.

Until then, as Willie
Brown, the former state
Assembly speaker and San
Francisco Mayor and one of
the state’s most astute poli-
ticians, put it to Politico:

“The field is not consid-
ered of a quality that you as
a Democrat would expect
in California. We’re still
pretty much carried away
with stardom, with individ-
uals who have some impact

.. We don’t have any can-
didates like that at the
moment.”

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

The holidays are almost behind us, but
our beloved Sacramento Kings saw to it
that Kings fans were treated to an early
Christmas gift. Two unlikely wins in the
past four games, thrilling the hometown
fans with electric wins over the Houston
Rockets and the Dallas Mavericks gave
every Kings fan a gift to remember.

A closer look at the Mavericks game
gave fans a chance to stare and wonder,
who is that guy sinking 3 for 6 shots from
the 3-point line and adding 9 big points
to the win total. None other than all but
forgotten Doug McDermott, who ignited
the team and created havoc for the visit-
ing Mavericks team.

As I have expressed, McDermott is a
weapon and should be used as such. He
presents an immediate problem for oppos-
ing defenses when he enters a game, and
against Dallas he was exactly that.

The Kings lit the beam with a 113-107
win over the visiting Mavericks, and for
once McDermott had a reason to shower
after the game.

I was pleased to see that his insertion
into the Dallas game was not an anom-
aly, as McDermott saw action in Sunday
night’s game against the Lakers as well.
Despite the fact that McDermott was only
1 for 4 from 3-point land, just seeing a
rotation that had him playing a part was
gratifying for me, and I hope it marks a
change in Doug Christie’s approach to
in-game rotations moving forward.

In spite of their record, the Kings have
real talent on this team and were it not for
injuries and the inability to put lineups on
the floor that represent sense, the likeli-
hood of Sacramento approaching a 500
record at this point in the season is not out
of the question.

Are there moves that need to be made?
Yes, and they will come, but in the mean-
time, let’s use the talent we currently have
and see more wins like the ones over
Houston and Dallas.

Not to be overlooked is the sensa-
tional play of ageless wonder, Russell
Westbrook. A pivotal piece in the win
over Houston, Westbrook added 21 cru-
cial points, sinking 5 shots from beyond
the arc, while adding 13 rebounds and 4
assists. King’s fans are watching a legend

SHCRAMENTO

KINGS
>

in action, and as he thrives on both ends
of the court each night, no one would
believe he is 37 years old. If you haven’t
yet bought a ticket to see this future hall-
of-famer play, I exhort you to do so as
quickly as you can. He is worth the price
of admission, and you will say you’ve
seen one of the great basketball players of
all time.

In the Kings’ recent win over Dallas,
Westbrook passed Magic Johnson on
the all time assists list, moving into 7th
place. It remains to be seen if this will be
Westbrooks’ last season, but if he contin-
ues to play at the pace he is now, there’s
every reason to believe that Kings fans
may be in for one more season.

Domantas Sabonis is sorely missed, yet
Sacramento finds ways to win in spite of
their focal piece missing, and in the win
over the Mavericks the Kings did not
have the services of either Zach Lavine or
Keegan Murray.

What that should tell Kings fans is that
not only is there talent on this team, but
team chemistry and rotations matter. |
am hopeful that the appearance of Doug
McDermott is just one small step in the
right direction.

What will this team resemble with a
healthy Domantas Sabonis in the paint,
and Christie making rotations that make
sense?

If there is anything good about an
injury, in the case of Domantas, it forced
Christie into playing 7° rookie Max
Renaud, and he has responded in a big
way.

Renaud had 12 points and 14 rebounds
in the win over the Rockets and added 19
points in the win over Dallas.

Can Domantas and Renaud play side by
side? Only time will tell, but I have long
wondered if Sabonis could thrive as a
number 4, and with Renaud in the lineup
there is a chance we could witness just
that.

Stay tuned Kings fans, because a move
is in the offing, and it’s my prayer that this
next move is auspicious.

All the best for a happy and prosperous
New Year!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

\
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Christmas Trees

With the holiday now behind us, O Christmas tree, how saggy are your
branches? The gifts have been removed from under the pine, the tree is swiftly
losing its coat of green, and the needles are piling up on the floor, which

flammable; dry out the longer they remain in the home,
by fire in a matter of seconds.

Christmas next year:

Never pull the cord to unplug any device from an
electrical outlet, as this can harm the wire and
insulation of the cord, increasing the risk for shock
or electrical fire.

¢ As you pack up light strings, inspect each line
for damage, throwing out any sets that have
loose connections, broken sockets or cracked or
bare wires.

o Wrap each set of lights and put them in
individual plastic bags, or wrap them around a
piece of cardboard.

o Store electrical decorations in a dry place away
from children and pets where they will not
be damaged by water or dampness.

Thanks You

and Happy New Years!
Gridley

Fire Station 74

means it’s time to remove the tree from your home. Christmas trees are very

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) statistics indicate that
nearly 40 percent of home fires that begin with Christmas trees occur in
January. Although these fires are not common, they are much more likely to
be serious when they do occur. On average, one of every 31 reported home
structure Christmas tree fires resulted in a death. Compare that to an average
of one death per 144 total reported home structure fires.

NFPA also offers tips on removing lighting and decorations from trees to
ensure they are taken down safely this year and in the right condition for

¢ Use the gripping area on the plug when unplugging electrical decorations.

g
CAL

‘ FIRE

and can be consumed

- Macmillan, 16, India

DR JNIVERSE

What is the most poisonous
thing in the world?

Dear Macmillan,

There are some amazing
deadly things out there.
Like a frog that oozes
poison from its skin. Or a
jellyfish that uses itty bitty
hooks to inject venom into
its prey.

But it turns out the most
poisonous thing on Earth is
everywhere. It’s in our soil.
It’s in our water. It might be
in your kitchen.

It’s a species of bacteria
called Clostridium
botulinum.

I talked about it with
my friend Susie Craig.
She studies food safety
at  Washington  State
University.

She told me that C.
botulinum makes the toxin
that  causes  botulism.
People can get it by eating
food that wasn’t preserved
the right way.

“I don’t think people
recognize how powerful
the toxin from Clostridium
botulinum really is,” Craig
said.

Botulinum toxin targets
the place where nerves
and muscles talk to each
other. It blocks a chemical
the muscles need to work.
Without it, they get weak,
droopy and paralyzed. It
can be deadly if it affects the
muscles we use to breathe.

Luckily, there’s an
antitoxin for botulism. It
grabs the toxin still traveling
in the blood. But it doesn’t
reverse any damage. So,

people may need medical
care to keep them breathing
while they recover.

So, how does that bacteria
get into preserved foods?

C. botulinum thrives in
places with low oxygen—
called anaerobic. When
there’s too much oxygen
or  other  unfavorable
conditions, it forms a spore.
That’s a hard, protective
coating that encases the
bacteria. It can stay safe
inside that spore for years.

When conditions are just
right, C. botulinum sheds
its spore coat. It becomes
active again. It starts
making botulinum toxin.

Let’s say we want to
can green beans from our
garden. But we don’t bother
to look up the food safety
rules for preserving them.
We just drop our jars in
boiling water to seal them.

Spoiler: this is a rotten
plan.

Green beans are a low-
acid veggie—which C.
botulinum likes. The space
inside our sealed jar is
low oxygen—which C.
botulinum loves. If our
green beans have spores on
them from the soil, boiling
water won’t get the jar hot
enough to kill them.

C. botulinum can sense
our jar is cozy. It can shed
the spore and start cranking
out toxin. When we pop
open those green beans,
they’ll be poisonous.

We should have used a

pressure canner. That raises
the boiling point of water,
so it gets hot enough to kill
any spores. Or we could
have frozen our green beans
instead.

You don’t have to worry
about canned food you
get at the store—unless
it’s super dented, puffy or
leaking. We have strict food
safety rules to make sure
companies do it right.

Craig told me it’s totally
safe to preserve food at
home as long as we follow
the rules.

“You’re at risk for
botulism if you preserve
food with an untested
recipe, especially if the food
has a relatively low acid
content,” she said. “You
should use recipes from the
National Center for Home
Food Preservation.”

There’s one more food
safety rule for avoiding
botulism. Never feed honey
to a baby.

Sometimes bees bring
C. botulinum back to the
colony. It winds up in
their honey—which is no
big deal for people with
strong immune systems.
But babies are still building
theirs, so it can make them
sick.

And  there’s
sweet about that.

nothing

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats by Jeff Pickering
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0 HAVE MY GREAT!! IN AND HIAVE
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| CANT HELP
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CHRISTMAS 15
u

by Dave T. Phipps
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IT AGAIN!!
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Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas
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WHY ARE YOU S0 WORRIED ABOUT MY FAMILY
REUNION? JUST ACT NATURAL, BE YOURSELF

AND STICK To THE CUE CARDS | MADE YOUJ

T R — T =

“He has the hangover virus.”

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ ON THE FARM

CLUES CROSSWORD
ACROSS 7
1. Laura Ingalls’
notebook
6. Boozer

9. Biblical pronoun

13. Sacred text, to some
14. “Fat chance!”

15. Afrikaners’ ances-
tors

16. Cake spread

17. Chowed down

18. Clear the blackboard
19. *Barn chore

21. *John Deere, e.g.
23. Nirvana's “Come as
You__ "

24. Spasm of pain

25. Broadband access
overseer, acr.

28. Mark for omission
30. Recessed space
35.”___ andthe Real
Girl,” movie

37. “Shoot!”

39. Ein baseball box
score

40. Oil org.

41, Intelligent

43. A mixture or medley
44. Children’s respirato-
ry disease

46. Foggy view?

47. Politicians, for short
48. In a sympathetic
manner

50. Ski hill ride

52. Maiden name

indicator "
53. Bald eagle’s nest Off First Mo[lthl
55. Repeated Latin I . of New Service!

dance step S L DE: GZ590
57. *a.k.a. harvester -

61. *Opposite of pasture

65. *Common varieties " C

are yellow, red and s Onsumer
white .
66. Tall tale Ce“]]lar

. 68. Smooth, in manner
LRV [15]o6]7[4[3[2]8] | |
d s ° 71. Stomach sore
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A VertlSlng ? 2 8 5 g 3 1 6 4 73. Sg{éi:ﬁsot:ergoose © StatePoint Media
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ell Your Stuff! 81116195714 1312 milk 56. Not a minor ~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
Reach 1000’ of 2 Locus, pl. 67. For boys and girls /= PLUS $1600 OFF
2 4 ? 1 3 6 5 8 9 2- geed Cf03t . 58. Popular fairy-tale SA: -
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25. *Group of chickens
26. Birthplace of Caprese 5 4 1
27. Oedipus’ successor
29. *Baby sh
WE SUPPORT | |if R
32. Acrylic fib
47 AE
34. With aj d i
FIRST RESPONDERS | (£ LR
38. *Pasture-raised chick- © StatePoint Media

en’s morsel Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
42. Vanish without this? row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

7 *
) 45. Lamentation
M J 49. Japanese capital
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000839
The following person(s) are
doing business as: Treebeard
Landscape Maintenance, 23409
Hamilton Avenue, Gerber, CA
96035
Lotter, Dustin Elliot, 23409
Hamilton Avenue, Gerber, CA
96035
Date filed in Butte County:
November 14, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
An Individual. NOTICE: This fic-
titious name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 12, 19, 26, Jan 2, 2026
TREEBEARD 1-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000884
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: JT Inspections,
1840 Greenhead Court, Gridley,
CA 95948
Jairo Tena, 1840 Greenhead
Court, Gridley, CA 95948
Date filed in Butte County:
December 3, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: August 29,
2025
This Business is conducted by:
An Individual. NOTICE: This fic-
titious name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 12, 19, 26, Jan 2, 2026
JT 1-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000743
The following person(s) are
doing business as: Chico Thai
Cuisine, 407 Walnut Street, Suite
A, Chico, CA 95928
Golden Chico Valley LLC, 407
Walnut Street Suite A, Chico, CA
95928
Date filed in Butte County:
October 9, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the above business
name on: October 7, 2025
This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: This fictitious name
statement expires five years from
the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new fictitious
business statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 12, 19, 26, Jan 2, 2026
CHICO 1-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000897
The following person(s) are doing
business as: Stormys Calming
Currents, 1560 Humboldt Road,
Suite 5, Chico, CA 95928
Stormy Weston, 1502 Pomona
Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965
Date filed in Butte County:
December 8, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
An Individual. NOTICE: This fic-
titous name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
STORMYS 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000889
The following person(s) are
doing business as: XRV, 204
Sheldon Avenue, Gridley, CA
95948
Schnepel, Anthony, 204 Sheldon
Avenue, Gridley, CA 95948
Date filed in Butte County:
December 4, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
An Individual. NOTICE: This fic-
titious name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
XRV 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000911
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: Criddle Farming
& AG Repair, 606 Justeson

Avenue, Gridley, CA 95948

Jim Criddle and Claudia Criddle,
606 Justeson Avenue, Gridley,
CA 95948

Date filed in Butte County:
December 11, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: January 1,
2009

This Business is conducted by:
A Married Couple NOTICE: This
fictitious name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
CRIDDLE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000918
The following person(s) are
doing business as: La Perla
Taqueria Mexican Girill, 450
Broadway Street, Chico, CA
95928
Gary A Sanchez-Hernandez and
Juan F Sanchez-Hernandez,
450 Broadway Street, Chico, CA
95928
Date filed in Butte County:
December 12, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: December
12,2025
This Business is conducted by:
A General Partnership NOTICE:
This fictitious name statement
expires five years from the date
it was filed in the office of the
County Clerk. A new fictitious
business statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
LA 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000916
The following person(s) are
doing business as: El Reparo
Taqueria Cocina Mexicana,
2190 Esplanade, Chico, CA
95926
El Reparo LLC, 2190 Esplanade,
Chico, CA 95926
Date filed in Butte County:
December 12, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: December
12,2025
This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company
NOTICE: This fictitious name
statement expires five years from
the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new fictitious
business statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
EL 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-0000912
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: Paradise RV,
958 Bille Road, Paradise, CA
95969
William A. Blalock and John I
Whitaker, 6150 Bowman Drive,
Paradise, CA 95969
Date filed in Butte County:
December 11, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
A General Partnership NOTICE:
This fictitious name statement
expires five years from the date
it was filed in the office of the
County Clerk. A new fictitious
business statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ,,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
PARADISE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO2025-0000939
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: Ornamental
Iron Works, 135 Meyers Street,
Chico, CA 95928
Christian P Nairz, 135 Meyers
Street, Chico, CA 95928
Date filed in Butte County:
December 23, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: February 25,
1997
This Business is conducted by:
An Individual. NOTICE: This fic-
titous name statement expires
five years from the date it was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk. A new fictitious business
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation
of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ.,
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 23,2026
ORNAMENTAL 1-2-26

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF BUTTE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE CHANGE
OF NAME
CASE #25CV04229

Petitioner ~ Audrey  Jeanne
Woods filed a petition with

this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows: Audrey
Jeanne Woods to Audra Jeanne
Woods.

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing January
7, 2026, 9:00 a.m. Department
TBD, Room TBD, Superior Court
of California, County of Buitte,
North County Courthouse 1775
Concord Avenue Chico, CA
95928
Filed on October 29, 2025
Stephen E. Benson, Judge of the
Superior Court
Publish: Dec 12, 19, 26, Jan 2, 2026
WOODS 1-2-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF BUTTE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #25CV04433

Petitioner Bruce Tou Her filed
a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows:
Bruce Tou Her to Bruce Tou
Yang.

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing January
28, 2026, 9:00 a.m. Department
TBD, Room TBD, Superior Court
of California, County of Butte,
North County Courthouse 1775
Concord Avenue Chico, CA
95928
Filed on December 11, 2025
Stephen E. Benson, Judge of the
Superior Court
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
HER 1-16-26

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
BRANNON E. BYRNE
CASE NO. 25PR00545
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-

tate of Brannon E. Byrne.

A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Julie Sannar Byme, in
the Superior Court of California,
County of Butte, requesting Julie
Sannar Byrne be appointed as
personal representative(s) to ad-
minister the estate of the dece-
dent.

The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for ex-
amination in the file kept by the
court.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
February 3, 2026, 9:00 a.m.
in Dept 1. Superior Court of
California, County of Butte, 1775
Concord Avenue, Chico, CA
95928.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney
for Petitioner is: Terri L. Easlon,
4180 Truxel Road, Suite 100,
Sacramento, CA 95834; 916-
419-2100
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 2026
BYRNE

1-23-26

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TS No. CA-25-1017171-CL
Order No.: FIN-25007093 YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
6/10/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale
to the highest bidder for cash, or
cash equivalent if deemed ac-
ceptable to the trustee, cashier's
check drawn on a state or nation-
al bank, check drawn by state or
federal credit union, or a check
drawn by a state or federal sav-
ings and loan association, or sav-
ings association, or savings bank
specified in Section 5102 to the
Financial Code and authorized to
do business in this state, will be
held by duly appointed trustee.
The sale will be made, but with-
out covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal
sum of the note(s) secured by
the Deed of Trust, with interest
and late charges thereon, as pro-
vided in the note(s), advances,
under the terms of the Deed of
Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount (at
the time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale) reasonably
estimated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on
the day of sale. BENEFICIARY
MAY ELECT TO BID LESS
THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT
DUE. Trustor(s): Nicole M
Riddles Recorded: 6/21/2004 as
Instrument No. 2004-0037355 of
Official Records in the office of
the Recorder of BUTTE County,
California; Date of Sale: 2/4/2026
at 03:30 PM Place of Sale: At the
Main Entrance of the Butte
County Courthouse, 1 Court
Street, Oroville, CA 95965
Amount of unpaid balance and
other charges: $120,716.72 The
purported property address is:
905 FAIRVIEW DRIVE,
GRIDLEY, CA 95948-2206
Assessor’s Parcel No. : 010-221-
014 Legal Description: Please be
advised that the legal description
set forth on the Deed of Trustis in
error. The legal description of the
property secured by the Deed of
Trust is more properly set forth
and made part of Exhibit “A” as
attached hereto. The Easterly
110 feet, with lines parallel to lot
lines, of the North half of Block 2,
as shown on that certain map en-
titled, “Map of  Serviss
Subdivision No. 1, adjoining the
City of Gridley, Butte County,
California being a portion of the
SW 1/4 of Sec. 31, TWP 18 N,
R.3E.,M.D.B. & M.”, which map
was recorded in the Office of the
Recorder of the County of Butte,
State of California, on April 8,
1924, in Book 9 of Maps, at
Page(s) 32.All bidders, at the
date, time, and place of the
scheduled sale, will be required
to show satisfactory support to
the auctioneer of their ability to
pay the amount they intend to
bid, unless arrangements have
been made with the trustee prior
to the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks in-
volved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trust-
ee auction does not automatical-
ly entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a ju-
nior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or
may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being
auctioned off, before you can re-
ceive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investi-
gate the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee
for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale
date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, benefi-
ciary, trustee, or a court, pursu-
ant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about
trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call 800-280-2832 for
information regarding the trust-
ee’s sale or visit this internet
website  http://www.qualityloan.
com, using the file number as-
signed to this foreclosure by the
Trustee:  CA-25-1017171-CL.
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in dura-
tion or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not im-
mediately be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on the
internet website. The best way to
verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may
have a right to purchase this
property after the trustee auction
pursuant to Section 2924m of the

California Civil Code. If you are
an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. If
you are an “eligible bidder,” you
may be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last
and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. There are three
steps to exercising this right of
purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you
can call 619-645-7711, or visit
this internet website http:/www.
qualityloan.com, using the file
number assigned to this foreclo-
sure by the Trustee: CA-25-
1017171-CL to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was
held, the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address of
the trustee. Second, you must
send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee re-
ceives it no more than 15 days
after the trustee’s sale. Third, you
must submit a bid so that the
trustee receives it no more than
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If
you think you may qualify as an
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding
this potential right to purchase.
NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE
OWNER-OCCUPANT: Any pro-
spective owner-occupant as de-
fined in Section 2924m of the
California Civil Code who is the
last and highest bidder at the
trustee’s sale shall provide the
required affidavit or declaration of
eligibility to the auctioneer at the
trustee’s sale or shall have it de-
livered to QUALITY LOAN
SERVICE CORPORATION by 5
p.m. on the next business day
following the trustee’s sale at the
address set forth in the below
signature block. NOTICE TO
PROSPECTIVE  POST-SALE
OVER BIDDERS: For post-sale
information in accordance with
Section 2924m(e) of the
California Civil Code, use file
number CA-25-1017171-CL and
call (866) 645-7711 or login to:
http://www.qualityloan.com. The
above statutorily mandated no-

tices to Tenant, Prospective
Owner-Occupant, and
Prospective  Post-Sale  Over

Bidders are brief summaries of
what may be required under
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. Compliance with all
relevant provisions will be re-
quired. The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any in-
correctness of the property ad-
dress or other common
designation, if any, shown here-
in. If no street address or other
common designation is shown,
directions to the location of the
property may be obtained by
sending a written request to the
beneficiary within 10 days of the
date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, including if
the Trustee is unable to convey
title, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of
the monies paid to the Trustee.
This shall be the Purchaser’s
sole and exclusive remedy. The
purchaser shall have no further
recourse against the Trustor, the
Trustee, the Beneficiary, the
Beneficiary’'s Agent, or the
Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you
have previously been discharged
through bankruptcy, you may
have been released of personal
liability for this loan in which case
this letter is intended to exercise
the note holders right's against
the real property only. Date:
QUALITY LOAN SERVICE
CORPORATION 2763 Camino
Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108
619-645-7711 For NON SALE
information only Sale Line: 800-
280-2832 Or Login to: http:/
www.qualityloan.com Post-Sale
Information (CCC 2924m(e)):
(866) 645-7711 Reinstatement
or Payoff Line: (866) 645-7711
Ext 5318 QUALITY LOAN
SERVICE CORPORATION TS
No.: CA-25-1017171-CL IDS

Pub #0282148 12/26/2025 1/2/2026
1/9/2026
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T.S. No.: 25-15241 Loan No.:
w225 APN: 063-250-013-000
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST DATED
8/24/2020. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale
to the highest bidder for cash, ca-
shier’s check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a
state or federal credit union, or a
check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or
savings association, or savings
bank specified in Section 5102
of the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state
will be held by the duly appoint-
ed trustee as shown below, of all
right, title, and interest conveyed
to and now held by the trust-
ee in the hereinafter described
property under and pursuant to
a Deed of Trust described be-
low. The sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal
sum of the note(s) secured by
the Deed of Trust, with interest
and late charges thereon, as
provided in the note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of the Deed
of Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount (at
the time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale) reasonably

estimated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on
the day of sale. Trustor: LAURA
ARDEN, AN UNMARRIED
WOMAN AS TO AN
UNDIVIDED 50% INTEREST
AND BRYAN HAYWOOD,
A SINGLE MAN AS TO AN

UNDIVIDED 50% INTEREST
Duly Appointed Trustee:
Prestige  Default  Services,

LLC Recorded 8/24/2020 as
Instrument No. 2020-0033914
of Official Records in the of-
fice of the Recorder of Butte
County, California, Date of
Sale: 1/21/2026 at 3:30 PM
Place of Sale: Main entrance
Butte County Courthouse, 1
Court Street, Oroville, CA 95965
Amount of unpaid balance and
other charges: $423,150.09
Street Address or other com-
mon designation of real proper-
ty:4620 WENDLIS RD FOREST
RANCH, California 95942
A.P.N.: 063-250-013-000 The
undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the street address or
other common designation, if
any, shown above. If no street
address or other common des-
ignation is shown, directions
to the location of the property
may be obtained by sending a
written request to the beneficia-
ry within 10 days of the date of
first publication of this Notice of
Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are consider-
ing bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there
are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at
a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property
by contacting the county record-
ers office or a title insurance
company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of
these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage
or deed of trust on the property.
All checks payable to Prestige
Default Services, LLC. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one
or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of
the California Civil Code. The
law requires that information
about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy
to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (800)
793-6107 or visit this Internet
Website www.auction.com, us-
ing the file number assigned to
this case 25-15241. Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that oc-
cur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO
TENANT: You may have a right
to purchase this property after
the trustee auction pursuant to
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligi-
ble tenant buyer,” you can pur-
chase the property if you match
the last and highest bid placed
at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest
bid placed at the trustee auction.
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First,
48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (800)
793-6107, or visit this internet
website www.auction.com, using
the file number assigned to this
case 25-15241 to find the date
on which the trustee’s sale was
held, the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address of
the trustee. Second, you must
send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days
after the trustee’s sale. Third,
you must submit a bid so that the
trustee receives it no more than
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If
you think you may qualify as an
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligi-
ble bidder,” you should consider
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding
this potential right to purchase.
Date: 12/19/2025  Prestige
Default Services, LLC 1920 Old
Tustin Ave. Santa Ana, California
92705 Questions: 949-427-2010
Sale Line: (800) 793-6107 Nida
Taylor, Foreclosure Coordinator
PPP #25-009723

Published ~ 12/26/2025,  01/02/2026,
01/09/2026
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Prior Chico State Embezzler Charged with New Embezzlement

Butte County District Attorney
News Release

CHICO, CA (MPG) - On Dec. 26 a Chico man,
previously convicted of embezzlement
from Chico State, was in court facing new
charges of embezzlement from a Chico
optometry business.

Daniel Hicks, 47, of Chico, appeared
in Butte County Superior Court and was
arraigned on a grand theft by embezzle-
ment charge.

Butte County District Attorney Mike
Ramsey said Hicks is accused of embez-
zling $39,941 while he worked as an
accounting and benefits coordinator at

a local Chico optometry business from
January 2019 through July 2025.

Ramsey said the theft was discovered
after the business received an anonymous
letter in July 2025 urging them to conduct a
more thorough background check on Hicks.
This revealed Hicks had sustained a prior
embezzlement conviction from Chico State
in 2018.

The business then conducted a forensic
audit, which uncovered a significant dis-
crepancy between the cash collected by the
business and the amounts Hicks reported
as deposited into company accounts on an
ongoing, systemic basis. Hicks was ter-
minated from the business, and the Chico

Police Department conducted a criminal
investigation.

-In 2018, Hicks was convicted of grand
theft by embezzlement from his previous
employer, Chico State. In the Chico State
case, Hicks used debit card transactions to
fraudulently transfer funds into his personal
bank accounts. Hicks was placed on three
years of felony probation and, as condi-
tions of his probation, was ordered to serve
90 days in jail, pay a $2250 fine, and pay
$54,374 in restitution to Chico State.

Hicks did not make significant payments
towards the restitution owed to Chico State
before the end of his probation in 2021, and
the debt has since been referred to Central

Collections with the Butte County Treasurer.
The amount owed has increased to $86,256,
with statutorily required interest.

Ramsey cautioned employers to con-
duct thorough background checks on all
employees entrusted with their companies'
finances.

After his arraignment, Hicks was
remanded to Butte County Jail on $100,000
bail, with an order that any money posted
for bail be first examined by the judge to
determine whether it is from a legitimate
source prior to his release.

Hicks’ next appearance will be on Dec.
31, 2025, after press time, for further
arraignment. *

Gridley Man Heading to Trial
on Child Molestation Charges

Butte County District Attorney’s
Office News Release

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - A Gridley man was
held to answer on multiple charges of
child sexual abuse on Dec. 23, following
a preliminary hearing on Dec. 23 in Butte
County Superior Court.

Marcus Johnson, 36, faces life impris-
onment based on charges that he had
sexual intercourse with a child under the
age of ten.

Johnson was arrested by Gridley Police
Department officers in October 2025 after
an investigation into a report of sexual
abuse by a five-year-old girl to her mother.

District Attorney Mike Ramsey stated
that at today’s hearing, Special Victim
Unit prosecutor Stephanie Roose pre-
sented evidence that Johnson was a friend
of the child’s family and had recurring
access to the now 5-year-old girl over
the course of more than a year, during
which he would babysit the child and her
younger brother.

The evidence showed that after the vic-
tim’s mother filed the report, the child
was interviewed by a specialized foren-
sic child interviewer as part of the Butte
County District Attorney’s Office’s Child
Abuse Response Team protocol. During
that interview, the child provided a graphic
account of multiple instances of sexual
abuse by Johnson.

A Gridley Police Department detective
testified at the hearing that corroborating
evidence supporting the child’s statements
was found during a search of Johnson’s
home and vehicle prior to his arrest.

Ramsey stated that at the end of the
hearing, a Butte County Superior Court
Commissioner found there was suffi-
cient evidence to hold Johnson to answer
the charges and bound him over for trial.
The court commissioner remanded him to
the custody of the Butte County Jail on a
no-bail hold.

Johnson’s next court date is scheduled
for Jan. 7, when a jury trial date on his
charges will be set. *
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Moses G. Pest Control
PEST CONTROL SERVICE! w<me

CALL MOSES TODAY & FIND OUT HOW!
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Commercial
Service

GridleyPB@gmail.com

Russ Scott
Lic. 401493
530.682.7384
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Levis for Sale

For sale in Carmichael
Great Inventory for Reseller

Price Negotiable. Sold as a lot
Some 1990’s to 2000's

call 916-773-7337
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Levi’s - Classic and Collectible

Some like new, some distressed
Complete list with info available

Classic Country Album Collection

Gets hours of fun and enjoyment out of this classic county album collection.

Includes Merle Haggard, Hank Williams, Glen Campbell,
Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings, Marty Robbins,
Jim Reeves and more than a dozen more.

Selling as a complete set only.

Pick it up locally in Carmichael. Get all for only $350 cash.
Call Paul at 916-773-7337 for a complete list.

Arson Charges Filed, Suspicious
Death Investigation Ongoing

Sutter County Joint News Release

SUTTER COUNTY, CA (MPG) - On Dec.18,
2025, at approximately 6 a.m., the Yuba
County Sheriff’s Office responded to a
report of a fire in the area of Parks Bar
Road near Smartsville. When deputies
arrived, Smartsville Fire personnel were
extinguishing a fire just off the roadway.
Deputies observed that it was a human
body that had been on fire.

Yuba County detectives determined that
there were multiple jurisdictions involved
in this crime. Over the next two days, law
enforcement personnel from the Yuba
City Police Department, the Yuba County
Sheriff’s Office, CAL FIRE and the Yuba
and Sutter County District Attorney’s

Offices, worked together to investigate
the incident. Based on their investigation,
Vincent Dorell Ciulei, 50, of Yuba City,
was arrested for arson by Yuba County
detectives Friday evening on Dec. 19.

The Sutter County District Attorney’s
Office filed arson charges against Ciulei
on Dec. 23 and he was scheduled to be
arraigned in Sutter County Superior Court
at 3 p.m. that same day.

Investigators have identified the human
remains as belonging to Ciulei’s aunt,
Constance Laurel, 82, of Yuba City. Her
death is considered suspicious, and the
investigation is ongoing. If you believe
you have information about this case,
contact Yuba City Police Department at
530-822-4661. *

Almond Board Votes to Stop Funding
USDA Crop Forecast

The Almond Board of California’s board
of directors voted this month to discon-
tinue funding the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Objective Measurement
Report, which is a pre-harvest forecast
that can affect market behavior. Many
growers complained that this year’s
USDA forecast overestimated the size
of the crop, causing almond prices to
plummet just as the new crop was hit-
ting the market. “I know we’ve all
been frustrated with the market volatil-
ity we’ve experienced as an industry,
especially following the release of the
objective estimate this past July,” ABC
President and CEO Clarice Turner said.
Turner acknowledged the USDA objec-
tive forecast has been a useful tool for
the industry. “However, when the crop
shifted from growing to consolidating
and declining acres, like we’ve seen over
the last four years, the calculation started
to become problematic,” she said.

Hemp Producers Weigh Potential
Fallout of New Law

A new federal law that revises what qualifies
as legal hemp has California growers, regu-
lators and other stakeholders assessing what
impact the changes could have on the fledg-
ling industry. Signed into law in November as
part of a broader spending package to reopen
the federal government, H.R. 5371 narrows
the federal definition of hemp by imposing
strict limits on intoxicating hemp products.
The new law, which takes effect November

2026, adopts a total delta-9 tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, or THC, limit of 0.3%, a threshold
so low that hemp advocates say the new fed-
eral limits could criminalize hemp with trace
amounts of THC that naturally occur in the
plant but are not enough to be intoxicating.
The trade group U.S. Hemp Roundtable has
asked the federal government for more time
and to meet with hemp stakeholders to talk
about “robust” regulation of industrial hemp
rather than a product ban.

Marin County Ranch Honored
With Top Conservation Prize

Stemple Creek Ranch of Marin County is
the 2025 California Leopold Conservation
Award recipient. The $10,000 award hon-
ors farmers, ranchers and forestland owners
who go above and beyond in their man-
agement of soil health, water quality and
wildlife habitat on working land. Loren
and Lisa Poncia, owners of Stemple Creek
Ranch in Tomales, were presented with the
award during the California Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting Dec. 8. The ranch raises
organic, grass-finished beef and lamb and
pastured pork, which it sells directly to
consumers, grocery stores, restaurants and
butcher shops. The 650 acres they own
and much of what they lease has Marin
Agricultural Land Trust agricultural con-
servation easements on them. This ensures
that the land will be conserved as open
space and in productive agricultural use in
perpetuity. “We’re trying to dance with
Mother Nature within our fencelines,”
Loren Poncia said of his family’s approach
to conservation. *
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Former High Wheelers are Teammates Again in Indy

By YSBC Sports

YUBA-SUTTER, CA (YSBC) - As the
Yuba-Sutter High Wheelers com-
pleted their first season in our area
this past summer, there’s no ques-
tion they made a positive impact
on the community.

The High Wheelers brought
excitement and a new brand of
baseball as they competed in the
Pioneer League.

As the new athletes joined the
community this past summer, some
made immediate impacts within the
Yuba-Sutter area and were clear fan
favorites.

Two former High Wheelers
infielders will be missed next sea-
son as Kirkland Banks and Bobby
Lada were big favorites among the
Yuba-Sutter faithful.

Banks would hangout with his
KB “fans of the game” after a
home game and Lada’s energy
and late-game heroics added him
towards the team in a Y'S uniform
this past season.

Banks was on the team until
mid-August where he was let go on
waivers. Banks hit .278 and had 32
runs batted in (RBI) before he was
released after 55 games played this
past season.

Lada completed his second-full
season with the High Wheelers’
organization where he finished sec-
ond overall on the team with 122
hits and posted a .312 batting aver-
age and with 21 home runs and
75 RBIs.

Banks was later picked up by
the Idaho Falls Chukars towards
the end of the PBL regular season
where he participated in the final
10 regular-season games where
he ended the season with their
remarkable playoff run to the PBL
Championship series before falling
to the Oakland Ballers.

Banks and Lada set their sights
out for a new identity of baseball
as the Banana Ball Championship
League had open tryouts as the
league was expanding from four to
six-full teams.

Banks expressed to Yuba Sutter
Butte Colusa Sports that his age
(26) is considered older in the

F 4

Yuba-Sutter infielder Bobby Lada (middle) cools off with an ice bath after he hit the walk-off grand slam in the High
Wheelers' 7-6 victory on June 29 against the Rocky Mountain Vibes. Photo by Steven Bryla

—— —

High Wheelers infielder Kirkland Banks (2) t

urns a double play in their

victory over Glacier on June 10. Photo by Steven Bryla

game to get picked up by a profes-
sional club.

Banks added that he was con-
tacted previously by the banana
ball organization for joining in the
past.

“After they contacted me this
year, I said I might as well try
it since they play in front of big
crowds,” Banks said. “Everyone
is going crazy about them and at
the end of the day I'm still playing
baseball.”

Lada added that having friends
and seeing how much fun they have
experienced throughout their times
within the Banana Ball brand.

“It’s a new opportunity to step
out of my comfort zone and con-
tinue to grow,” Lada said.

Both Lada and Banks told YSBC
that the adjustments of their field-
ing game from just fielding ground
balls in a routine baseball to adding
flare of flips and tricks took time.

“It comes a little bit more natural
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Yuba-Sutter infielder Bobby Lada (11) cranks the first of four High Wheelers'

baseman Ryan Howard.

“It was nerve wracking until
the call came in,” Banks said. He
added that you had no idea how to
think, but it was an unforgettable
experience that he’ll never forget.

Lada said that it doesn’t feel like
a reality that he got signed by the
Clowns because it’s so exciting and
he can’t wait to get started soon.

Banks and Lada expressed
that when Banks was selected by
Indianapolis he was excited to
reunite with his teammate from the
past couple of seasons and ready to

| doitona big stage.

Lada said that he is excited for
doing all of the fan experience
encounters that makes the Bananas
organization different from any
other type of baseball.

“We get the opportunity to go
out and play baseball freely,” Lada
said.

As Banks and Lada will both
attempt things out of their comfort
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home runs on June 20 in their 23-2 win against Northern Colorado. Photo by

Steven Bryla

for Bobby and I,” Banks said. “We
like the opportunity to add a little
more to a routine play if we can.”

Lada was drafted in the sec-
ond (10th overall) and Banks
was drafted in the ninth round
(72nd overall) by the Indianapolis
Clowns.

The Clowns will be managed by
former Philadelphia Phillies first

zone in a new world, both are
excited for the opportunity and
experiences they will endure
in 2026.

They are scheduled to begin
their journey in the middle of
January 2026. For more informa-
tion on tickets and schedules of the
Banana Ball World Tour 2026, go
to thesavannahbananas.com.  *

Sprains and strains
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Primary care visit

Preventive health

Fever or flu-like symptoms

Cough, colds, and sore throats

Referrals to specialists

Women's wellness visit

WALK-INS WELCOME!

Respiratory Infections
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www.orchardhospital.com

healthcare close to home. As leading health care
centers, we prioritize the well-being of our patients

and strive to provide exceptional medical services.

284 Spruce Street
Gridley, CA 95948

ensures your well being is our priority.

2990 Oro Dam Blvd. E
Oroville, CA 95966

Orchard
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Our Medical Specialty Centers offer quality

(530) 846-9080

Experience a new level of healthcare excellence
at our Medical Specialty Centers. Our bilingual
providers are fluent in Spanish and Punjabi,
coupled with comprehensive translation
services, flexible hours, same-day appointments,
and a commitment to your family's health,

(530) 353-3332
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