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In December, five design
firms responded to the Re-
quest for Services (RFS) to
design the new Milford High
School.

At a meeting of the MHS
Building Committee on Dec.
17, owner project manager
James Riefstahl of Next Level
OPM told the committee the
RFS had gone live on Now. 19,
50 firms requested informa-
tion, 10 firms showed up at
the designer briefing session
on Nov. 26, and five submis-
sions were received by the
Dec. 17 due date.

Those firms include HMFH
Architects, JGJ Architecture,
Kaestle Boos Associates, MDS
Architects/Sasaki, and Tappé
Architects.

Designer for new high school
to be chosen in January

Five applications received, will be reviewed on Jan. 13

HS BuiLDING COMM MEETING - DECEMBER 17TH, 2025

Owner project manager James Riefstahl, of Next Level OPM,
provided an update to the Milford High School Building Commit-
tee at its Dec. 17 meeting. Five design firms had responded to a
Request for Services for the new high school.

Source: MyMilfordTV

A committee member
asked Riefstahl if receiving
a handful of applications

DESIGNER

continued on page 7

Open a Stash Savings youth account and

get a FREE plush Stash the squirrel

For a limited time, take home a free Stash with a minimum
deposit of $100. Account must be opened in-branch only.

Marcelo Gomes da Silva
named a‘2025 Bostonian
of the Year’ by Boston
Globe Magazine

Marcelo Gomes da Silva of
Milford has been named to the
Boston Globe Magazine’s list of
2025 Bostonians of the Year: Six
Acts of Courage.”

The list was printed in the
Globe Magazine on Dec. 14,
2025. Gomes is first on the list
under “Voice for the Voiceless.”

On a Saturday in May, Gomes,
then 18 years old, was captured
by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) on his way to
volleyball practice. Milford was
stunned and rallied around him,

and the story made national news.

He was detained for six days be-
fore being released.

Gomes is a senior at Milford
High School and is now consider-
ing a future as an activist.

Marcelu Gumes
da Silva

Marcelo Gomes da Silva of Milford.
Source: Facebook @globe

To read the full story in the
Globe Magazine, visit https://
trib.al/53TOaTK.

Milford branch located at 82 Prospect Street!

CENTRAL ONE

centralfcu.com | (508) 482-5371

Open a new Stash Savings youth account with a minimum $100 initial deposit and receive one Stash, Central One’s mascot, per qualifying account. Promotion valid through 2/28/26, and subject to change at
any time without notice. Offer available to new Stash Savings accounts only; existing members who have had a Stash or Oakie account within the past 12 months are not eligible. Account is available for children
under 13 years of age and must include a parent or legal guardian as a joint owner. A $5 OVS membership deposit is required. $100 minimum deposit required to receive Stash, no minimum deposit is required to

open a Stash account. Account must be opened in person at a Central One Federal Credit Union branch. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.
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IN INVENTORY

75 MILLION DOLLARS

EIGHT BRANDS // BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION!

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA | 551 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST, NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA

, DISCOUNTS UP T0 410,000
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Thimble Pleasures plans March quilt show to benefit veterans

Members of the Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild display a sample of
articles that will be on sale at its show in March. Courtesy photo

The Thimble Pleasures Quilt
Guild has chosen Home Base as
their Special Fundraiser for their
biennial quilt show to be held
March 14 and 15 at Blackstone
Valley Regional Vocational
Technical High School.

Home Base was founded by
Massachusetts General Hospital
and the Boston Red Sox, and is
a national nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to healing the

invisible wounds of war for
veterans of all eras. Service
members, military families, and
families of the fallen have ac-
cess to world-class direct clinical
care, wellness, education and
research at no cost to them
regardless of era of service,
discharge status or geographical
location.

Home Base was created in
2009 as a result of visits made

to Walter Reed National Mili-
tary Medical Center after the
2004 and 2007 World Series.
The players were deeply moved
by their visit and sought to make
a deeper commitment to return-
ing veterans and their families.
Home Base receives a signifi-
cant portion of their funding

through fundraising efforts and
Thimble Pleasures hopes to be
able to contribute greatly to
these efforts.

Guild members have been
busy creating articles to be sold
at a special table during the
quilt show with all proceeds
being donated to Home Base.

These articles have been cre-
ated using patriotic and Red
Sox fabric themes and include
table runners, small quilts, cross-
stitched Christmas ornaments,
door decorations and pillows.
This special fundraiser is being
chaired by Pattie Trachimowicz
and Linda Gosselin.

Milford’s menorah lighting on Dec. 15

On Dec. 15, a group gathered for a menorah lighting. The event has been sponsored by Milford's
Temple Beth Shalom for more than 35 years. Participating community members lit candles to bring
more light to the world given recent events in Australia and Providence. Submitted by Laura Mann

Robert Roofing

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...
NOT A SALESMAN

* Roofing
 Siding

* Windows
* Gutters

* Flat Roofs

e Residential Rubber

FINANCING AVAILABLE

READER RECOMMENDED

SERVICE

ACCREDITED f !

BUSINESS [

‘ CertairileedH

& Gutters

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS'

Follow us
on Facebook

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com  Rgreene465@gmail.com
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10th annual Christmas tree lighting was held on Dec. 5

P
Pl

A young Milford resident shares her Christmas wishes with Santa.

The 10th Annual
Milford Christmas Tree
Lighting sponsored
by Citizens for Milford
was held on Dec. 5
and was a big success.
Approximately 100
attendees participated in a
sing-along with the Greater
Milford Community
Chorus, plus enjoyed free
hot chocolate and treats,
and a visit from
Santa Claus.

Milford Parks and
Recreation
Administrator Jim Asam
and his wife Phoebe
pose with Santa.

All photos provided by Citizens for Milford

Brand Spankin’ New
RAV4 XLE suv
ADV AWD - 2.5L

+27/33 MPG City/Hwy * Lane Departure HTM25-1325

Brand Spankin’ New
TACOMA sRs5
4x4 - i-FORCE 2.4L

* Double Cab ¢ Alloys * Lane Departure * 5-ft bed

#TM26-202

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:
s + s *
100 320" G
y PERMONTH - PLUS TAX  IRaNAAUSNCIN

*New 2025 RAV4 XLE AWD with MSRP: $35,504. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $320 per month for 36 months with $4,430 due at signing (including $3,460
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $320, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM25-1325. Offer ends 01/31/2026.

SAVE $1800

MSRP:
$35,504

IMPERIAL TOYOTA

*+SALE ENDS 01/31/2026. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL

APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER'S FINAL PAYMENT
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $595 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 7 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CER-
TIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK
VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE

LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:
MSRP: s + S *

$42,969 40 TACOMAs
y PER MONTH - PLUS TAX  INEAAAIACIN

*New 2026 Tacoma SR5 2.4L Double Cab with MSRP: $42,969. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000
miles per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $349 per month for 36 months with $4,998 due at signing (including
$3,999 cash or trade down, first month's payment of $349, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear,
and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM26-202. Offer ends 01/31/2026.

SAVE 52500

TOYOTA

ALL-WHEEL H Q

DRIVE

300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757
508-488-2382 - IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

®

TOYOTA
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students, trades

needed

This year’s theme is ‘Dressed Up, Not

Messed Up’

The Milford Youth Center will
host its 11th “Dressed Up Not
Messed Up” Fashion Show on
Feb. 27.

Parents and/or guardians
of children interested in par-
ticipating should contact Joanna
at jabrantes@milfordma.gov or
call the Center at 508-473-1756.

Participants will be able to
enjoy getting their hair and
makeup done by local profes-
sionals all while dressing up and
walking down a runway to music
by a DJ.

The intent of “Dressed Up,
Not Messed Up” is to raise

awareness about underage sub-
stance use and help teens so
they can make healthy and posi-
tive decisions throughout life.

It also aims to increase youth’s
self-esteem and attitudes, and
will touch on the importance of
diversity and inclusion.

To make this possible, we
need local barbers, hairdressers
and makeup artists to help for a
couple hours before the show to
do hair and makeup. If you are
able to help, please contact the
MYC at 508-473-1756 or email

Joanna at jabrantes@milfordma.

gov.

a5
k1

Students from the 2024 Milford Youth Center Fashion Show.

Photo source: Milford Youth Center

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems
provide year-round comfort and are up to

40% more efficient
than traditional systems.

mass save

HEAT PUMP
INSTALLER

BOUCHER
ENERGY
SYSTEMS, INC.

Boucher Energy is an Approved

Mass Save Heat Pump Installer

Upfront rebates & financing available

508-473-6648
BoucherEnergy.com

DIANMOND ?

CONTRACTOR é

I éz-‘,-'

MITSUBISHI
AV ELECTRIC

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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Al in personal finance: The promise and the limits

Mark Freeman, CEPA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Your smartphone buzzes with
an alert: Your budgeting app
has spotted an unusual spending
pattern and suggests transferring
$50 from your savings account
to your checking account. Later
that day, a robo-advisor auto-
matically rebalances your in-
vestment portfolio. Welcome to
the age of artificial intelligence
(AI) in personal finance, where
technology is reshaping how we
manage money.

Route 16, Mendon - 508-473-5079
* newenglandsteakandseafood ° nesteakandseafood.com

What Al can do for your
wallet. From tracking every
latte to forecasting next
month’s bills, Al-powered
tools are making financial
management more accessible
than ever. Some apps catego-
rize transactions automati-
cally, while other platforms
offer conversational financial
advice through text messages.
These tools can monitor your
credit score, suggest budget
adjustments and even negoti-
ate lower bills on services like
cable and internet.

The investing landscape has
transformed as well. Robo-
advisors use algorithms to build
diversified portfolios, auto-
matically rebalance holdings and
apply strategies to minimize tax
bills. Educational tools powered
by Al can explain complex con-
cepts through interactive games
and simple question-and-answer
formats, making financial lit-
eracy more accessible.

Where Al falls short. Here’s
what the algorithms can’t do:
understand what truly matters
to you.

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING NEEDS

CALL TODAY!
008-918-4648

Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Al doesn’t know whether
you value sustainable invest-
ing over maximum returns.

It can’t weigh the emotional
complexity of saving for a
child’s education versus retir-
ing early. When sudden illness
strikes or a job change upends
your plans, Al lacks the con-
text and empathy to guide
you through those human mo-
ments.

Technology can crunch num-
bers brilliantly, but it can’t offer
wisdom. It can’t replace human
judgment, experience or ethi-
cal reasoning. Robo-advisors’
predetermined algorithms may
not suit investors with complex
financial needs like estate plan-
ning or comprehensive tax
planning,

The human touch still mat-
ters. This is where human
financial advisors remain indis-
pensable. They provide what
technology can’t:

* Long-term perspective: Help
you maintain focus when mar-
kets get volatile and emotions
run high

* Goal coordination: Balance
competing priorities, help
partners merge their financial
visions and remind you of
goals you've tucked away and
didn’t know still mattered

* Accountability: Keep you on
track with your financial strat-
egy through life’s inevitable
changes

* Emotional support: Offer reas-
surance and wisdom during
major financial decisions

Research validates it: Those
who regularly work with a finan-
cial advisor and have a financial
strategy are more likely to feel
optimistic about their financial
future than those who manage
finances on their own, according
to 2025 research from Edward
Jones and Morning Consult.

Find the right balance. The
future likely lies in a hybrid ap-
proach: combining data-driven
Al insights with the human wis-
dom of a financial advisor who
understands your values, priori-
ties and life’s inevitable curve-
balls. Think of Al as a powerful

Pro-level quahtyi

for your home

Upgrade to a new garage opener

with a lifetime warranty.

Contact us for a quote.

Your trusted local professional service & installer.

OVERHEAD DOORS
Family-Owned since 1994

Jolicoeur

508-883-4522 . MyGarageDoor.com

GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

Garage Doors - Openers

calculator and your financial ad-
visor as the mathematician who
knows which equations to use.

As these technologies evolve,
the key is treating Al as a tool,
not a guide.

Stay curious about what tech-
nology can do for your finances.
Stay critical of its limitations.
And remember: What matters
most in your financial life is
something only you can define.

Contact Mark today to discuss

this topic or any of your finan-
cial goals.

Mark Freeman, CEPA

Edward Jones Financial Advisor

77 West Main Street,

Hopkinton, MA 508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones Finan-
cial Advisor.

Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors cannot provide tax or legal
advice. You should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your
situation..

Sponsored articles are submitted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponstble for the content of this article.

LiftMaster

Service ¢ Installation
745 S. Main St., Bellingham
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Donation to benefit
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Nicholas Mazzarini, manager of Central One Federal Credit
Union, presents a check to John Pilla, Veterans Agent of Milford.
The donation will be used to purchase gift certificates that

are used to help local veterans in Milford. Photo source: Town of
Milford

Longtime Milford resident Tony
Mastroianni, recognized as
Mendon’s oldest resident

Anthony “Tony” Mastroianni
was recently recognized by the
Mendon Council on Aging as
Mendon’s oldest resident at 89
years young,

Tony and his late wife, Mar-
jorie, shared an extraordinary
65 years of marriage before
her passing three years ago. To-
gether, they raised three children
in Milford, where Tony himself
was born and raised, before
moving to Mendon 27 years
ago. He 1s the proud grandfa-
ther of five grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

A World War II veteran, Tony
served an 18-month tour with
the U.S. Navy in South Amer-
ica. His dedication to his fellow
service members extended long
beyond his military service. He
served as Italian Veterans Com-
mander in both the Town of
Milford and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

HEALTH & RETIREMENT

Winter Oﬁmﬁﬂi
Genwine (onnection
As the seasons change, embrace a
lifestyle where comfort, connection,
and peace of mind come together.
From engaging activities and festive
gatherings to exceptional amenities
and personalized support—including
assisted living and memory care—

our community is here to help you
thrive now and into the future.

Call 508-533-3300

today to learn more—we can't
wait to welcome you home.

SALMON at Medway
I— 44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

Tony has also been recog-
nized by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts for more than
58 years of devoted service as a
Massachusetts Veterans’ Agent,
supporting veterans across five
area towns. His steadfast com-
mitment to supporting veterans
and their families has left a last-
ing legacy, including his role as
mentor to Mendon’s recently
retired Veterans’ Agent Robin
Fletcher.

The Mendon Council on
Aging recognized Tony Mastroi-
anni’s life of service, family de-

Anthony Mastroianni with his late wife Marjorie. Courtesy photo

Tony Mastroianni
served as Italian
Veterans Commander
in both the
Town of Milford and
the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

votion, and community impact
in their January 2026 newsletter.
Source: Mendon Council on Aging

LAWN AND SNOW SERVICES

Cut &Clear |

Attentioﬁ to Detail

Lawn Cutting * Trimming
Seasonal Cleanups
Walk, Driveway & Bed Edging
Mulching ¢ Shrub Trimming

Local Small Business FULLY INSURED + FREE QUOTES

CutAndClearLawnAndSnowServices.com | 774.462.1742
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Central One Federal Credit
Union supports Milford families
through Santa’s Porch toy drive

Central One Federal Credit
Union’s Milford branch helped
spread joy this holiday season by
supporting Santa’s Porch with a
toy drive and a $1,000 donation
to help local families in need.

Throughout December,
Milford branch employees and
members collected toys and gifts
for Santa’s Porch, a nonprofit
dedicated to providing holiday
assistance to families in need in
the community. In addition to
the toy drive, Central One do-
nated $1,000 to further support
Santa’s Porch and its mission of
ensuring every child experiences
the magic of the holidays.

The Milford Branch toy
drive was part of Central One’s
broader holiday giving efforts.
This December, Central One
employees also participated in
Giving Trees benefiting Worces-
ter DCF and Auburn Youth &
Family Services, hosted toy drives
at each branch, and distributed
$20,000 to local nonprofit orga-
nizations through its annual em-
ployee charity casino night.

Through charitable giving,
employee engagement, and

POWERED BY PROPANE

TAKE LIFE OUTDO

Fireplaces & Fire Pits « Grilling * Generators
Pool & Spa Heating * Outdoor Kitchens
Patio Heating & Lighting * Home Heating

OIL & PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

| ;h' e ..I ey .'.- e, =

Pictured from left to right: Bianca Mota, Milford Branch Assistant
Branch Manager, Livia Garajau, Milford Branch Relationship Represen-
tative, LeeAnn DiPietropolo, Santa’s Porch, Michelle Bedrosian, Milford
Branch Relationship Specialist. Courtesy photo

community partnerships, Cen-
tral One Federal Credit Union
remains committed to support-
ing the communities it serves,
especially during the holiday
season.

For more information about
Central One Federal Credit
Union, please visit www.cen-
tralfcu.com.

ORS

-

' Call today to make your life better hay
with propane & ask about our NEW Customer Programs!

508.533.6561
info@medwayoilpropane.com
medwayoilpropane.com B A

- Mendon, MA
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continued from page 1

was “normal” for this type of
project.

“Tor this size of a project,
that 1s perfectly fine,” said Rief-
stahl. “The reality is that this
school is complex in the sense
that, one, it’s a high school;
two, it’s vocational that they’re
adding — that limits the num-
ber of firms that have experi-
ence doing those two things.
The five that we got is actually
pretty darned good.”

Riefstahl noted that, regard-
ing vocational schools in Mas-
sachusetts, “I can tell you three
of them get 90% of the work”
and two of them submitted ap-
plications for the MHS project.

Next, the project’s Designer
Selection Panel (DSP) will meet
on Jan. 13 to discuss and rank
the applicants. DSP members
will use ballots to rank their top
three choices, the ballots will
be tallied, and the top three

designers will be invited to in-
terview.

Riefstahl said the DSP will
hold shortlisted interviews on
Jan. 27, and make a final selec-
tion at that time.

The Designer Selection
Panel is composed of 13 mem-
bers appointed by the MSBA.
Milford’s “three members pro-
posed by the respective city/
town/district” will be Chris
Wilson to represent the School
Committee, Craig Consigli to
represent the Superintendent
of Schools or the Superin-
tendent’s designee, and Mike
Walsh to represent the CEO/
Select Board of the town.

The new designer will be
mtroduced to the MHS Build-
ing Committee at its Feb. 4
meeting.

A recording of the Dec. 17
mecting can be found at you-
tube.com/mymilfordtv

Many project documents
can be found at milfordpub-
licschools.com/about/mhs-
school-building-project

EVERY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1- MARCH 22 | 9:3C

Treat yourself to a delicious brunch buffet, a perfect
way to celebrate Sundays with friends and family.

Breakfast Classics | Elevated Entrées | Made-to-Order Omelets | And More...

Make your reservations with the host stand today
: ' or call (508) 928-0928



Page 8

Milford Free Press | www.MilfordFreePress.com

Jan. 8 - Feb. 11, 2026

MFEC Decades of Service to the
Community and a New Provider

Milford—Franklin Eye Cen-
ter has been proudly serving
the community with advanced,
compassionate eye care for
more than four decades. With
a staff of 59, an award-winning
surgery center in Milford, and
offices in Milford, Franklin, and
our new locations in Hopkinton
and Medfield, we remain one of
the leading eye care centers in
Massachusetts. We are also one
of the few ophthalmology prac-
tices in the state that owns and
operates its own surgical facility,
the Cataract Surgery Center
of Milford, allowing patients to
receive ethical, world-class cata-
ract surgery close to home. Our
team includes fellowship-trained
ophthalmologists and four op-
tometrists, offering comprehen-
sive care for the entire family.

Roger Kaldawy, M.D.

Dr. Kaldawy is an eye physi-
cian, surgeon, and corneal spe-
cialist trained at the University
of Rochester and the University

of Iowa. A former Assistant
Professor at Boston University,
he has performed more than
32,000 surgeries, pioneering
advanced techniques in corneal
transplants, innovative glaucoma
surgery, premium implants,

and bladeless femtosecond
cataract surgery. He has trained
numerous physicians, has been
featured in multiple news ar-
ticles including Channel 5, and
serves as Medical Director of
the Cataract Surgery Center of
Milford.

Alyse Richard, M.D.

We are pleased to welcome
Dr. Alyse Richard, who will join
our team in January 2026. She
is a well-regarded retina special-
1st with expertise in macular de-
generation, diabetic retinopathy,
retinal tears, and retina-related
emergencies. Dr. Richard com-
pleted her medical degree at Al-
bany Medical College, residency
at the University of Rochester’s
Flaum Eye Institute, and a

medical retina fellowship at
New England Eye Center, Tufts
Medical Center. She is known

for her efficient, skilled approach

to patient care and her commit-
ment to maximizing diagnostic
precision. She performs intraoc-
ular injections, laser procedures,
and repairs of retinal tears and
detachments.

Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. Liu graduated from
Northwestern University and
Rutgers New Jersey Medical
School, where she was elected
to Alpha Omega Alpha. She
completed residency at Albany
Medical Center as Chief Resi-
dent and a fellowship in Cornea
and Anterior Segment Surgery
at Tufts. Her expertise includes
cataract surgery with ORA,
DMEK/DSEK/PK corneal
transplants, keratoconus treat-
ment, MIGS glaucoma proce-
dures, ocular surface tumors,
and pterygia. She is board-cer-
tified by the American Board of

Ophthalmology.

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Dr. Zia earned her Doctor of
Optometry degree from Indiana
University. She provides care for
patients of all ages, specializing
In routine vision exams, contact

lenses, and management of eye
disease.

Michael Adams, O.D.

Dr. Adams graduated from
John Carroll University, com-
pleted a Master’s in Biochemis-
try at Ohio State, and earned his

Optical
Shop
On-Site

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

Alyse Richard, M.D.

MILFORD

FRANKLIN

Saturday &
After Hours

Dan Liu, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

Shalin Zia, 0.D.

EYE CENTER

-sMn.:ronwsmN COM

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.
508-473-7939

MEDFIELD OFFICE
258 Main St.
508-528-3344

Available

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD

145 West St.
508-381-6040
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Milford Town Library Calendar of Events

80 Spruce Street, Milford « 508-473-2145 « MilfordTownLibrary.org «+ HOURS: Mon. —-Thurs.9-9 « Fri.9-6 « Sat.9-5 « Sun.CLOSED

Mulford Town Library News
by Reference Department

Holiday Hours

The library will be closed on
Monday, Jan. 19 in observance
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Tax Help
If you have low-to-moderate
income and need help preparing

your taxes, you may sign up for
the AARP Foundation Tax-Aide

Program which is free of charge.
Appointments are required and
will take place at Milford Town
Library on Saturdays, Feb. 7 -
April 4, 2026 (9:30 a.m. - 2:30
p-m.). We will also offer a limited
number of Wednesday appoint-
ments in February (4 - 7 p.m.).
All appointments are 1 hour
each. Starting on Monday, Jan.
3, 2026, you may reserve your
1-hour time slot Please call the

EYE
continued from page 8

optometry degree from the New
England College of Optometry.
His training includes corneal pa-
thology, specialty contact lenses,
and advanced ocular disease.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Dr. Conn received his op-
tometry degree from the New
England College of Optometry
and completed a residency in
Ocular Disease and Primary
Care at the Bedford VA. He
provides care to both adult and
pediatric patients.

Purvi Patel, O.D.

Dr. Patel earned her Doctor
of Optometry degree at SUNY
and completed a residency in
Ocular Disease. As a Fellow
of the American Academy of
Optometry, she has held leader-
ship roles at Boston community
health centers. Her clinical focus
includes diabetes, glaucoma,
and community-based care.

New Offices: Expanding
to Serve the Community

Boston Eyes in Hopkinton

Located at 66 Main Street,
our new Hopkinton office pro-
vides comprehensive eye exams,
contact lens services, surgical
consultations, and a wide eye-
wear selection. With more than
24 years of connection to the
Hopkinton community, we bring
top-tier eye care directly to local
residents.

Boston Eyes in Medfield-Millis
Our newest office serves

Medfield, Millis, Dover, Sher-
born, and Westwood. This reno-
vated, convenient location offers
eye exams for adults and chil-
dren, contact lens fittings, and
care for cataracts, glaucoma,

diabetes, and retina conditions.

Why Choose Milford-Franklin Eye
Center

At Milford—Tranklin Eye
Center, every patient is treated
like family. Our outcomes rival
those of major Boston hospitals,
and we offer same-day emer-
gency care, Saturday appoint-
ments, and a full-service optical
shop with an on-site lab. New
patients even receive a compli-
mentary pair of select glasses.

We are especially proud of
our state-licensed, QUAD A-
accredited, state-of-the-art sur-
gery center in Milford. Unlike
practices that perform cataract
surgery in office settings with-
out anesthesia staff or IV seda-
tion — and where patients are
often needlessly charged extra
“office-based surgery fees” —
our patients receive the highest
level of safety while staying
in-network and benefiting from
true ambulatory surgery center
quality. No office-based surgery
fees with us. Every procedure
includes I'V sedation and is
staffed by anesthesiologists to
ensure the safest and most com-
fortable experience.

Most importantly, we live
in the same communities we
serve. Whether in the office, at
the supermarket, or in the ER
at 1 a.m., our focus remains on
you, your vision, and delivering
world-class care close to home.

As we look ahead to 2026,
when it comes to quality eye
care, you have one address: Mil-
ford—Franklin Eye Center.

Wishing our communities
and patients a happy, healthy,
and safe new year.

For more details, see our ad
on the previous page.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of this article.

Information Desk at 508-473-
2145, option 2.

Returns are only prepared

for e-filing. To ensure that vol-
unteers can help those most

in need, taxpayers with more
complicated or lengthy returns

may be asked to come back on a

different day or time.

Note that AARP cannot

prepare the following types of

returns:

Home sale or foreclosure
Out of state

Rental income

Clean vehicle tax credits
Virtual currency or digital as-
sets

Small businesses with inven-
tory, losses, or employees
Returns with more than 2
brokerage statements and/
or more than 4 dividend and
Interest statements

Photographer Rich Scordato
During January, Milford

resident Rich Scordato will
exhibit photographs of Bos-
ton cityscapes and skylines at

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.

We'll put our expertise to work for you — offering personalized guidance and
making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a lot more
approachable. From your first home to your forever home — we're here to help.

UNIBANK

Connecting all offices:
1.800.578.4270
www.unibank.com

Let's Connect!

Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com
to connect with one of our trusted

lenders today.

@ Member FDIC - NMLS #583135 "Homeowners insurance required. Subject to
credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

mmmmmmmmm
ssssss

the library.

Rich, a retired sales ex-
ecutive, has a passion for “all
things related to digital pho-
tography.” He loves experi-
menting with lenses, settings,
lighting, and vantage points.
He’s recently added innovative

Al tools to his approach, allow-

ing him to “explore new cre-
ative avenues, while ensuring
the authenticity of his work
remains front and center.”

Rich has a website in develop-
ment which will include photo-
graphs of other cities and towns
in Great Britain and Europe
that Rich has visited. He can be
reached at perfectcityprints@
gmail.com.

Bay Path Humane Society
Drive

This winter, a local scout
working on a Bronze Award will
lead a drive for small blankets,
sheets and toys to benefit the
Baypath Humane Society in
Hopkinton. A collection bin
will be available at the library

entrance and donations will be
accepted until Feb. 14. Show
some love to the rescue animals
Baypath serves!

Please note that this drive
1s NOT for food or pet beds.
To donate directly to Baypath
Humane Society, visit baypath-
humanesociety.org and select
the DONATE button on the
right.

LIBRARY

continued on page 10
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English Classes

The library offers free drop-in
classes for adults who want to
learn and improve their English.
Beginner classes are held on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings
from 7 - 8 p.m. An intermediate
class is held on Thursdays from
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Classes are held
on the lower level of the library
in the ESL Classroom. Registra-
tion 1is not required. For more
information, please call the
Information Desk at 508-473-
2145 ext. 2.

Las clases gratuitas sin cita
previa para adultos que qui-
eran aprender y mejorar su
inglés comienzan el martes 14
de enero de 2025. Las clases
para principiantes se llevan a
cabo los martes y jueves por la
noche de 7 a 8 p.m. Una clase
intermedia se lleva a cabo los
jueves de 5:30 a 6:30 p.m. Las
clases se llevan a cabo en el
nivel inferior de la biblioteca en
el aula de ESL. No es necesario
registrarse. Para obtener mas
informacién, llame al mostra-
dor de informacién al 508-473-
2145 x 2.

As aulas presenciais gratui-
tas para adultos que desejam
aprender e melhorar seu inglés
comecam na terca-feira, 14
de janeiro de 2025. As aulas
para iniciantes s3o ministradas
nas noites de terca e quinta,
das 19h as 20h. Uma aula
intermediaria ¢ ministrada as
quintas-feiras, das 17h30 as
18h30. As aulas sdo ministradas
no nivel inferior da biblioteca,
na sala de aula ESL. O registro
nao ¢ necessario. Para obter
mais informagdes, ligue para
o balcao de informagdes em

508-473-2145 x 2.

meets next on Tuesday, Jan. 20
at 10 a.m. at the Milford Senior
Center to discuss Heartwood by
Amity Gaige.

In this tense and emotionally
wrenching novel, experienced
hiker Valerie Gillis, goes miss-
ing on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. While lost she tries to get
her bearings and composes frag-
ments of letters to her mother.
Along with Valerie’s interior
journey, Gaige skillfully weaves
the perspectives of Beverly, a
Maine State Game Warden,
heading the search and Lena, a
birdwatcher following the case
from her retirement home.

The New York Times Book Review
called Heartwood, “a novelistic
cousin” to Cheryl Strayed’s
memoir Wild: From Lost to Found
on the Pacific Crest Trail. Ulti-
mately, Heartwood is a story
about the powerful and compli-
cated bonds between mothers
and daughters.

To reserve a copy of Heartwood
or to learn more about the Cen-
ter Book Group, call 508-473-
2145 ext. 2.

Research Your Italian Roots

Dr. Noel Bon Tempo offers
free consultations to those who
want to research their Italian
Ancestry. A retired pediatrician
and co-founder of the Milford
Tree Clinic, Dr. Bon Tempo
graduated from the University
of Bologna Medical School
in 1968 and lived in Italy for
many years. Fluent in Italian,
and an avid researcher of his
own ancestry, Dr. Bon Tempo
loves helping others navigate the
many tools and records available
to discover and document their
own Italian family trees.

To arrange a consultation
with Dr. Bon Tempo, please call

the Reference Department at
the Milford Town Library:.

Mahjong @ MTL

A Mahjong group meets twice
a month at the Milford Town
Library. This group welcomes
players familiar to Mahjong to
join for enjoyment of the game,
not for high stakes competi-
tion! The group meets on select
Tuesdays from 6 - 8 p.m. at the
library in the Quarry Room.

January & February meetings:

* Jan. 6, 2026

¢ Jan. 20, 2026

* Feb. 3, 2026

* Feb. 17, 2026

Those who are interested
can attend any of the meetings.
Mahjong sets are provided.
Questions? Please call the Infor-
mation Desk at 508-473-2145
ext. 2.

Milford Area Wordsmiths

Looking for a quiet, dedi-
cated time, and place where
you can write? Join the Mil-
ford Area Wordsmiths writers'
group! We provide a safe place
for adults (18+) to write and
even share your work if you
desire. All levels are welcome,
from first-time writers to pub-
lished authors. All genres are
welcome, too.

The group meets the first and
third Monday of each month
(except holidays) from 7 to 8:30
p-m. Drop-ins are welcome.
Carol Allen, a retired middle-
school teacher, writer and
lifelong bookworm, serves as
facilitator of the Milford Area
Wordsmiths. For more informa-
tion, please call 508-473-2145,
option 2.

January & February meetings:

* Jan. 5, 2026

* Feb. 2, 2026

Tea and Book Tasting

On Saturdays from 10 a.m.
- 4 p.m., stop by the adult
services area to sample some
autumnal teas and peruse
seasonal books. The self-serve
pop-up tea station can be found
in our cozy reading nook on the
main level, tucked behind the
DVD section, across from the
graphic novels.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

Don't Toss That! 10 Things
to Keep when Decluttering in
2026

Wait! Don’t toss that! We
all know decluttering is about
getting rid of stuff. But expert
organizer and author Jamie
Novak says there are some sur-
prising things you should keep.

Log on to this virtual pro-
gram on Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 7
p-m. and learn how to avoid
regret when tidying up by hold-
ing onto these 10 things. Then
get a quick jumpstart dur-
ing the program with a short
live guided task followed by a
Q&A.

About the presenter: You
may have seen her on morning
TV or read her newest best-
seller, Keep This, Toss That. Jamie
Novak hosts a 10 Minute Pod-
cast and has a popular YouTube
show. She spends most days

Dog Grooming Services

Aﬁ?(" ZB The

ARK

COUNTRY HILLS PLAZA Rt. 16, MENDON -

508-473-4744

presenting virtual programs on
how to de-clutter, with a humor-
ous twist. When not on the com-
puter, Jamie 1s drinking iced tea
while clipping out recipes she’ll
never prepare.

Visit the library’s events cal-
endar to register for this virtual
program, offered in partnership
with the Newton Free Library
and other Massachusetts librar-
ies.

Creating a Modern Home-
stead with Blogger Victoria
Pruett

Join us for a virtual program
on creating a modern home-
stead on Monday;, Jan. 26,

2026 from 7 - 8 p.m. Chat with
modern day homesteader, blog-
ger, and author Victoria Pruett
about her book Creating a Modern
Homestead: Traditional Skills for
Real, Everyday Life.

Victoria will walk partici-
pants through various aspects
of homesteading - cooking
from scratch, food preservation,
backyard chickens, backyard
gardening, natural pest control,
etc. to get a broad overview of
simple life changes to make to
get closer to nature and less de-
pendent on large, commercial
organizations.

Visit the library’s events cal-
endar to register for this virtual
program, offered in partner-
ship with the Ashland library
and other Massachusetts li-
braries.

Ongoing:

Find great deals on gently
used books for children, teens
and adults at the Friends Book
Store and book table, replen-
ished weekly.

Donations for the Daily Bread
Tood Pantry can be dropped off
in the blue bin by the Friends
book table.

Community Puzzle Tables
are always available in the adult
services area.
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Clear the clutter and start fresh this New Year

Make the most of the busy
new year season—give yourself
the gift of space with help from
Affordable Junk Removal. “Life
1s hectic, we are all so busy in
our daily lives that we don’t no-
tice how quickly we are being
overrun with junk” said Jason
Schadler, who founded the
business in this area 20 years
ago. “It’s nice to park your car
in the garage during the cold
months, but maybe you need to
make room there first, and we
can help with that.”

With Affordable Junk Re-
moval, you can rent a dumpster
or have their Junk Removal
Professionals come to haul
away items that have been
gathering dust and taking up
precious space. Setting a New
Year’s resolution to clean up
a neglected basement or attic
1s a great start. Sometimes the
biggest challenge is not know-
ing where to begin with clean-
ing out your home and that
is where Affordable can assist
you .

“You can load your own
dumpster or have our truck
guys do all of the work for
you,” Schadler explained. “And
rest assured, we don’t just take

Business
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everything to the landfill. We
try and recycle as much as pos-
sible. Clothing and household
items are donated to local
organizations that help our
friends and neighbors. That
keeps them out of landfills,
gives them a new life, and helps
us keep our prices down. We're
always looking for ways to be
more cost effective because cus-
tomers appreciate our reason-
able prices.”

Changes in legislation have
made it increasingly more diffi-
cult to dispose of certain items,
like mattresses, for example.

It is a state law that most tex-
tiles and mattresses must be
recycled. “Finding places to
take mattresses is a challenge
and the fees for disposal have
gone through the roof,” said
Schadler. Items like these carry
a separate recycling fee that
the commercial transfer sta-
tions charge because of how
labor intensive that recycling is.

“People are usually shocked at
the cost, and we find ourselves
educating the customer as to
why these fees exist. Here at Af-
fordable, we view ourselves as
an avenue our clients can turn
to when they have these items
and want them disposed of le-
gally, safely and properly.”
Affordable has many repeat
customers. “When people call,

they reach me, not some auto-
mated corporate call center,”
he said. “They know me and
the crew and trust us. We do a
great job and are fast, efficient,
and reliable. We come when
we say we will and if anything
unexpected comes up, we com-
municate. We live here too, we
are your friends and neighbors.
We sponsor your little league

teams and run into you at the
grocery store. We are your local
guys.” A quick look at the many
years of positive online reviews
attests to this.

For more information, visit
AffordableJunkRemoval.com.
Tor an estimate or appoint-
ment, call or text 774-287-
1133.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Cornerstone at Milford ‘Stockings for Seniors’
event supports local seniors in need

To the Editor:

On behalf of Cornerstone at Milford, the staff and the resi-
dents, I would like to thank the businesses and organizations in
Milford and the neighboring towns of Franklin, Bellingham,
and Medway for their kind donations to our Stockings for Se-
niors event. It’s hard to believe, but Stockings for Seniors 1s in
its 12th year. This annual event allows Cornerstone at Milford
seniors to support their peers in our region, during what can
be a challenging time of year.

Cornerstone at Milford originally developed this event
around the holidays in the hopes of providing kindness, recog-
nition, and love to those who may not have family nearby or
may have experienced a loss this year. We distributed over 250
stockings filled with personal care items such as mittens, socks,
hand lotion, lip balm, playing cards, and notebooks.

We want to extend a special thank you to everyone who
generously supported us this year, whether you donated your
time or items for distribution. We wish to thank Milford Se-
nior Center Sewing Club, Tri-County Regional Vocational
Technical High School, Rosemary Tsacoyianis-Centered
Care Coaching by Ro, Amare-Lisa Wood, O'Malley Geropsy-
chology (Kelly O’Malley, Owner), Bright Agency Insurance
(Krishna Swanson), Realty One Group (Nancy Briggs and
Martha Morese, Senior Realtor Specialists), Homefield Credit
Union, Tri-County Regional Chamber of Commerce, ERA
Key Realty in Milford, Jackie, Personal Aide.

With gratitude,

Cornerstone at Mulford Assisted Living & Compass Memory Support

For Rates and Info on Advertising Your Business
Please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com

With ourYOMn ique
mortgage options, your
dreams can come true.

If you're looking to refinance or buy a home, we
offer mortgage solutions that are Y6ltnique. At
Charles River Bank, our Mortgage Consultants
will provide the expertise you need and a truly
Yoltnique banking experience.

Talk with a Charles River Bank Mortgage
Consultant today, or visit our online Mortgage
Center anytime. We'll show you why

Charles River Bank is Y6lnique.

V'A,V// harles River Bank

rsonal Connections. Powerful Solutions.

CharlesRiverBank.com

508-533-8661

70 Main Street . Medway

2 South Maple Street . Bellingham
1 Hastings Street . Mendon

NMLS# 743045
Member FDIC, Member DIF

@ Equal Housing Lender
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Milford Santa Parade well-attended

Parade-watchers lined the several towns, floats from local
streets of Milford’s downtown  businesses and various civic
on Dec. 7 for the town’s an- and cultural groups — all deco-
nual Santa Parade. rated for the holiday season.

The parade lasted about 45 ~ Marching bands, dancers, and
minutes and was filled with artificial snow also brought joy
public safety vehicles from to the viewers.

All images: MyMulford TV

Foreign and Domestic, tune ups, brakes. Exhaust, struts, shocks, wheel
alignments, batteries, front end work, water pumps, alternators,
starters, transmission and radiator flush services....etc
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Wraith Brokerage helps small business owners
navigate their next chapter

By Jenmifer Russo

For many small business own-
ers, selling a business is one of
the most important decisions of
their professional lives. Not only
a financial milestone, but a com-
bination of years of hard work,
risk, and dedication. When they
are ready to move on from some-
thing they have spent so much
time and effort on, for whatever
reason, it’s like saying goodbye
to an old friend. Recognizing the
complexity and emotional weight
of this transition, Wraith Broker-
age has built its practice around
thoughtful guidance, strategic
expertise, and genuine respect for
the business owners they serve.

Founded with a clear mission
to support small and mid-sized
business owners, Wraith Broker-
age focuses exclusively on exit
planning and business sales.
Their team brings together deep
market knowledge, transactional
experience, and a client-cen-
tered approach designed to help
owners honor what they have

Business
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built while moving forward with
confidence as they step into the
next phase of their lives. Wraith
is deeply aware of the emotional
significance tied to selling a
business, and they understand
that no two exits are alike. They
meet each client where they are,
taking the time to understand
both their business and their
personal goals before recom-
mending a path forward.

There are many reasons why
small business owners choose to
sell, whether it be someone retir-
ing without a successor, someone
who has decided to start a differ-
ent business venture, or maybe
even unfortunate health issues
taking priority,” shares Ryan,
one of the Managing Directors
at Wraith. “We know how im-
portant their business is to them
and want to be sure they get the

value they deserve, helping them
through every part of the pro-
cess, from early-stage planning to
final closing. We aim to take the
stress out of it for them.”

While many business owners
rely on a real estate agent or
their accountant, it’s important
that business owners consider
collaborating with an experi-
enced broker who knows the
market and interacts with buy-
ers regularly. Wraith can work
with business owners early,
collaborating with them to
evaluate business performance,
determine realistic market value,
and identify opportunities to
strengthen operations, financials,
and positioning, This prepara-
tion not only improves outcomes
but also gives owners clarity and
control throughout the process.

When a business is ready to go

Wraith

to market, Wraith manages the
sale with discretion and profes-
sionalism. Their team handles
confidential marketing, identifies
and qualifies serious buyers, and
guides negotiations with a focus
on fair value and long-term suc-
cess. Equally important is their
careful management of due
diligence and closing, ensuring
that each detail is addressed and
that the transaction progresses ef-
ficiently and transparently.

“It’s an extremely seller-
friendly market right now; with a
huge demand for businesses with
over $1 million in revenue. This
1s due to the overarching demo-
graphics of millennials wanting
to move on from their corporate
jobs to try something else, sup-
ported by programs that help
them finance the transaction, and
private equity (large institutional

buyers) now acquiring smaller
businesses,” says Ryan.

“When planning to sell a
business, it is important to start
engaging carly. The sale process
takes around six months after
you have engaged with us, so
having those conversations and
preparing effectively can make all
the difference.”

For local business owners
considering an exit, Wraith
Brokerage stands as a trusted
resource within the community.
Their combination of experi-
ence, integrity, and personal
attention ensures that business
transitions are not only successful
but thoughtfully managed from
beginning to end.

Learn more about Wraith
Brokerage on their website:
www.wraithbrokerage.com. If
you are a small business owner
considering selling your busi-
ness or are curious about the
process, reach out to the team at
info@wraithbrokerage.com or
call 617-356-8448.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Woodland collects
for local veterans

Again this year, the students at Woodland Elementary School
collected items to be donated to Thanks To Yanks and then dis-
tributed to local veterans. Here students pose with Mike Shain
and Scott Rielly of Thanks To Yanks. For more information, visit
@thankstoyanks on Facebook. Photo source: Thanks To Yanks

Friends of the Milford Upper
Charles Trail visioning workshop

on Feb. 18

Seeks public input on future of trail

The Friends of the Milford
Upper Charles Trail will host a
meeting to gather and discuss
ideas for future trail improve-
ments and activities. The
committee invites community
members to share their creative
ideas for enhancing the Trail
experience, including safety and
beautification, expanding access
and educational enrichment,
and activities that build commu-
nity and connection.

The Friends of the Milford
Upper Trail “Vision 2026 and
Beyond” meeting will be held on
Feb. 18 at the Milford Library
at 7 p.m. Join us as we celebrate
the first 20 years of this recre-
ational gem in our town and
work toward an even brighter
tuture.

About the Friends of the Mil-
ford Upper Charles Trail

The Friends of the Milford
Upper Charles Trail is a non-
profit, all-volunteer organization
that for 20 years has promoted
the safe use and maintenance of
the Milford section of the Upper
Charles Trail. It coordinates
with several Town of Milford
boards to address maintenance
issues and enhance the overall
trail experience for the com-
munity.

The Upper Charles Trail is a
proposed 25-mile rail trail that
will ultimately connect Milford,
Ashland, Sherborn, Holliston,
and Hopkinton. Milford was the
first town to open a complete
section, which extends 6.58
miles from the Milford Senior
Center north to the Hopkin-
ton town line and east to the
town of Holliston. There, it
joins the Holliston section of the
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trail that continues to Sherborn.

How you can help

If you enjoy the trail, please
consider becoming a member
of the Friends of the Milford
Upper Charles Trail. Member-
ship starts at just §10 annually.
Donations can be made through
PayPal or by mailing a check to
the Milford Town Hall. To learn
more, visit the Friends commit-
tee website at www.milfordtrail.
org or email the committee at
trail@milfordtrail.org.
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Recent Home Sales

Date Milford Amount
12/24/2025 17 Middleton St. $345,000
12/19/2025 6 Geneseo Cir. $650,000
12/19/2025 18 Shadowbrook Ln. #17 $267,500
12/19/2025 95 High St. $480,000
12/18/2025 7 Ariana Cir. $585,000
12/15/2025 29 Forest St. $520,000
12/12/2025 12 Congress Ter. $405,000
12/11/2025 51 Camp St. $730,000
12/10/2025 48 Claflin St. $405,000
12/09/2025 19 Oliver St. $750,000
12/08/2025 45 Pine Island Rd. $580,000
12/08/2025 11 Shadowbrook Ln. #9 $265,900
12/08/2025 8 Vassar Dr. $835,000
12/05/2025 278 Purchase St. $535,000
12/05/2025 5 Stanford Cir. $525,000
12/05/2025 175 West St. $625,000
12/05/2025 114 Walden Wy. $735,000
12/03/2025 54 Village Cir. $570,000
11/26/2025 5 Shadowbrook Ln. #32 $270,000
11/26/2025 1 Tyler St. $345,000

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Milford Free Press

[
/

The 3-bed, 2-bath, 1,688-square-foot house at 29 Forest Street in
Milford recently sold for $520,000. /mage credit www.zillow.com

Alzheimer’s Support
Group to meet Jan. 13

Hearts, Hugs & Hope, an Al-
zheimer’s Support Group at Cor-
nerstone at Milford, will meet on
Jan. 13 at 6 p.m. at Cornerstone
at Milford Assisted Living and
Memory Support Community;
11 Birch Street, Milford.

This group for caregivers
meets in person. Dealing with
Alzheimer's disease and related
dementia isn't easy, so it is help-
ful to share your concerns and
personal experiences with oth-
ers who completely understand

what you're going through. You
will also learn about proven
strategies to help you better care
for your family member. This
month we will welcome guest
speaker Mithun Pasham from
Seniors Helping Seniors.

Call 508-473-0035 to RSVP
or contact Director of Compass
Programming Jenn Hozempa at
jhozempa@cornerstonemilford.
com for more information.

This group meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month.

Pet of the month: Meet Franklin

Heyj, it's Franklin and he would love
to come to your house to play! Frank-
lin enjoys spending time with people
and exploring his surroundings. This
energetic, affectionate young cat
can’t wait to find a home of his own!
Franklin was found as a stray and car-
ries a few healed scars that only add
to his rugged, endearing character. At
an estimated 1-2 years old, Franklin
is ready to bring joy, companionship,
and plenty of playtime to a loving
home. Could that be yours?

For information on meeting Frank-
lin or the other cats at the Milford
Humane Society please visit www.
milfordhumane.org

Library to host Hobby

Expo on Jan. 31

Hobbyists sought for free tabling

January is National Hobby
Month and the Milford Town
Library is looking for patrons
interested in setting up a table to
share their hobby with others!

hands may be present. No public
speaking or presentation beyond
mingling with attendees will be
required.

If you are interested in par-

The Expo date will be Satur- ticipating, complete the form at
day, Jan. 31, from 2 to 4 p.m. at ~ www.milfordtownlibrary.org (or
the library:. scan the QR code) no later than

Jan. 24. Confirmation emails
with details for the day will be
sent on Jan. 27.

For more information, email

All hobbies are welcome;
tables and chairs will be pro-
vided. This is a family friendly
event, please be aware that little

~ SCAN ME -

milfordyouth@cwmars.org or
call 508-473-2145 ext. 1839.

Households & Businesses

Contact Jen 508-570-6544

TO MAKE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS SEEN
REACH OVER 12,000

jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Milford Community School Use for January

The New Year is finally here,
and the Milford Community
School Use Program (MCSUP)
is ready to help you kick off your
resolutions and keep your family
active during the winter months.

Whether you’re looking to get
fit, learn a new skill, or keep the
kids entertained, we have a pro-

gram for you.

Adult Wellness, Seminars,
and Hobbies

Fitness & Wellness Ready to
tackle those New Year’s well-
ness resolutions? Join us for our
various fitness classes. Most
classes offer drop-in rates or
pro-rated pricing if the session

Milford Kindergarten
registration in February
for 2026-2027 school year

The Kindergarten packet
pick up date for the Millis Pub-
lic Schools 2026-2027 school
year will be on Tuesday, Feb. 3,
between 6 and 7:30 p.m. in the
Milford High School cafeteria,
31 West Fountain Street (at the
rear of the school).

The snow date will be Feb. 5.

Please note: Children must be
5 years old on or before Aug. 31
to attend Kindergarten.

Parent/guardian is required
to complete the first page of the

packet at the time of pick up.

If a language other than Eng-
lish 1s spoken at home, we will
contact you to schedule a future
language screening appoint-
ment.

Portuguese & Spanish inter-
preters are available.

More information on our
DUAL LANGUAGE classes,
open to all Kindergarten stu-
dents, 1s available at https:/ /bit.
ly/MilfordDualLanguagePro-
gram.

has already begun!

¢ Classes: Circuit Fusion,
Zumba, Yoga, and Indoor
Walking,

* Aquatics: Lap Swim and
"SplashHit" fitness classes are
available at the High School
Pool.

Free Informational Semi-
nars We continue to offer free
seminars to help you navigate
major life transitions. Stay
tuned for additional dates
coming soon:

* Home Buying: Navigate the

process of purchasing a home

with confidence.

Estate Planning: Essential

steps to protect your assets

and legacy.

* Financial Planning: Practi-
cal knowledge for budgeting
and investing
Winter Fun for Kids & Teens
After a successful holiday

season of festive baking and

cinema nights, we are excited
to launch our upcoming youth
programs:

* Safesitter (formerly Babysit-
ting 101): Vital skills for future

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL:SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

%
OFF

Save on Windows & Doors!

Buy One, Get One

40

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months'

Minimum purchase of 4 - interest accrues during promotional period but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call by March 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

© 866-359-1799

Take an Extra

520005

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE'

<OM g,
ST
(4] / Y
\ 724

4
IN THE

USING U.S. AND

IMPORTED PARTS

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no

money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 12/1/2025 and 3/31/2026. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum
purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2026. 40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order.
Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promo Period: when no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after
the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the ’s loan Financing is provided by various financial institutions without regard
to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout
the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers at com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned
and operated. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2026 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved. RBA14301

sitters.

* Newspaper Club: A cre-
ative outlet for students in
Grades 3-5.

* Bead Making: Design and
create custom jewelry and ac-
cessories.

February Vacation Week

Don't let the "winter blues"
set in! Our vacation program
provides a full week of super-
vised fun, games, and activities
to keep children engaged while
school is out.

Note: Programs fill up quickly!
Early registration is highly en-
couraged.

Get Involved & Contact Us

Do you have a hobby or in-
terest you’d like to share with
the community? We are always
looking for new ideas and in-
structors!

* Phone: 508-478-1119

* Email (Director):
chrisburns@milfordma.com

* General Email:
communityuse@milfordma.com

Clean Water Trust approves
$104.2 million in new loans and
grants, sends $150,000 to Milford

In December, the Massa-
chusetts Clean Water Trust’s
(the Trust) Board of Trustees
approved $104,199,464 in new
low-interest loans and grants,
including a $150,000 Asset
Management Planning grant to
the Town of Milford.

The Trust, in collaboration
with the Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP), helps
communities build or replace
water infrastructure that en-
hances ground and surface
water resources, ensures the
safety of drinking water, pro-

tects public health and develops
resilient communities. It ac-
complishes these objectives by
providing low-interest loans and
grants to cities, towns and water
utilities through the Massachu-
setts State Revolving Funds
(SRFs). The SRF programs

are partnerships between the
United States Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. SRFs function like an en-
vironmental infrastructure bank
by financing water infrastruc-
ture projects in cities and towns
across the Commonwealth.
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Milford Town Hall in December. Photo credit: Theresa Knapp

Milford holiday lights

Exhibitors needed for
Family Fun & Disability

The Milford Family & Com-
munity Network CFCE, Open
Sky Community Services, and
The Milford Commission on
Disabilities are seeking exhibi-
tors for our 28th Annual Family
Fun & Disability Awareness Fair
which will take place on Sat.,
March 14, from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. in the Milford High School
Cafeteria.

Awareness Fair

Tables are free, space is limited

If your business, agency or
program serves children and or
families, we hope you will con-
sider being an exhibitor. Tables
are free, but space 1s limited. For
more information, please call
508-277-4981 or email us at:
familynetwork@milfordma.com
by Feb. 27.

Submutted by Milford Public
Schools

The Milford Commission on
Disability is currently accepting
applications for new members.
The Commission meets on the
third Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. and is dedicated to ad-
vocating for and protecting the
rights of individuals with dis-

Milford Family &
Community Network
CFCE for January

Come visit our friends at The
Cornerstone at Milford for a
seasonal activity on Tuesday;,
Feb. 3 from 1 - 2:30 p.m. Regis-
tration is required.

Mini Chefs

Cook, Create and Explore!
Join us for a kids cooking class
on Monday, Feb. 9 from 12
- 1:30 p.m. Registration is re-
quired.

For more information on
MFCN CFCE playgroups and/
or programs, feel free to visit our
website calendar or contact us
at 508-277-4981 or familynet-
work@milfordma.com, online
at milfordpublicschools.com/
milfordfcn, or on Facebook at
Milford Family and Community
Network CFCE.

Our Session II Playgroups
begin on Tuesday, Jan. 20. If
you did not register for a play-
group, be sure to call the office
because we still have limited
availability.

Take a look at our upcoming
programs and call the office at
508-277-4981 to register.

Cozy Winter Day

Wear your pajamas and listen
to a story on a cozy winter day
on Wednesday, Jan. 14. Regis-
tration is required.

Desserts and Discussions

Join Miss Harmony for this
parent-led conversation on
Wednesday, Jan. 28 from 6
- 7:30 p.m. Registration is re-
quired.

Intergenerational Play

abilities within our community.

ks TransnoHatiy r

p =
CALL TODAY | 3

561-654-9881

(4 WE PAY MORE

Commission on Disability
seeks new members

Those interested in serving
are encouraged to submit an
application for appointment by
the Milford Select Board. Ap-
plications are available on the
Town of Milford website. For
additional information, please
contact Susan Albanese at
salbanese@townofmilford.com.

DRIVERSIWANTED

30 Positions
NOW AVAILABLE!

Transport Students & Adults. Q

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the Certification.

g

5"ﬂ\&‘t“ \ The Milford Free Press is currently seeking
. . freelance writers who live in the area

', and are interested in writing for our

e publication. If interested, please send a

résumé and writing sample to

editor@milfordfreepress.com.

Great job for retired person or someone
needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid Driver’s Licensa

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Office is located at
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

OFFICE HOURS:

Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm
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SPORTS

Milford Boys' Hoops ‘resets’ with young team

Improvement on top of MHS to-do list in 2026

By Chris Villan:

Third-year head coach Dana
Olson has led a couple of vet-
eran-driven Milford High boys’
basketball teams. This winter,
with a newer cast of characters
leading the way, Olson feels like
this team 1s definitively “his.”

“This year, we have a lot of
guys who don'’t really know
anybody but me and my staff,”
Olson said. “The first two years,
we made the state tournament,
we hovered around .500. Now
that slate 1s wiped clean and we
really start building this thing
from the inside out.”

Junior captain Matt DaSilva
returns as MHS’ most experi-
enced player and Olson said the
team will look to him for scoring

“He just keeps getting better
from a leadership standpoint,”
the coach said. “He is one of our
scorers and a kid who played a
ton of varsity minutes as a soph-
omore. We are going to count on
him to make some shots.”

Ryan Burns, a 6-foot-4 for-
ward, saw some time off the
bench a season ago but is play-
ing a bigger role this winter as a
captain. Milford’s third captain,
Jason Stokes, returned to the
court this winter after not play-
ing last year.

“He is a good football and
lacrosse player,” Olson noted.
“We are going to be counting

on him to be one of our better
defenders.”

Junior Manny Vilbrun is back
after seeing time as a sophomore
and the lengthy, 6-foot-4 for-
ward is in the starting lineup for
the Scarlet Hawks.

At point guard, Milford has
sophomore Cody Geoftroy. “He
1s a good player,” Olson said.
“These are his first varsity min-
utes, so he is going to keep get-
ting better.”

Improvement is the watch-
word for MHS this season after
graduating most of its starters
from a senior-heavy playoff team
in 2025.

“This 1s kind of like hitting
the reset button and digging in
and starting to build the founda-
tion with this program,” Olson
said. “The goals are just to play
better every time we go out, to
just be a little bit better than the
day before.”

Milford suffered some set-
backs early on in the season, but
Olson said he is confident that
the wins will come, noting that
several of MHS’ early losses
were close games that a more
experienced team might have
found a way to win.

‘A lot of these kids are get-
ting their first taste of varsity
basketball,” he said. “Sometimes
it looks really good, and some-
times it doesn’t.”

\)LIA
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CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING el

Milford boys basketball has a young team that is looking to get better this winter. Source: Instagram, Peter
Boucher @hawknationad

DE FRUULsss

Bt PosiTive!

g gt b et

DECKS ¢ KITCHEN REMODELS « ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS « ROOFING
SIDING * WINDOWS « GUTTERS

ENTRY DOORS ¢« DORMERS « AND MORE!

774-573-9811

FREE ESTIMATES - REFERENCES AVAILABLE ¢ LICENSED & INSURED

Q- CPR Etc.

CPR, AED, First Aid Training
Bloodborne Pathogen
On-Site Training
Companies « Schools e Private (in-home)
No Class Too Small » Anytime, Anywhere

Susan Tetreault 508-473-3630
Licensed & Insured cpr_etc@comeceast.net
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Veteran group leads MHS girls' basketball

Scarlet Hawks look to compete in tough league

By Chris Villam

The Milford High School’s
girls’ basketball team has some
high aspirations this winter,
and the program appears as
strong as ever with an influx
of new players. MHS had so
many freshmen come out for
this year’s team that Head
Coach Austin Costa said he
was able to field a freshman
team for the first time in eight

bination of speed and length
so she is kind of a matchup
nightmare on offense for the
other team,” Costa said. “Ava is
definitely our shooter from the
outside. When the other team
goes to a zone, we expect Ava
to break them out of that.”
Costa said the junior class
is also strong this season,
pointing to forward Reagan
Cunningham as a player to
watch for the Scarlet Hawks.
The coach said the focus for
his team is the same as it has
been - to play excel-
lent defense and
have that be the
team’s identity. Last
winter, MHS al-
lowed around 50
points per game.

Milford girls' basketball has intentions to compete in one of the area's top leagues. Source: Instagram, Peter
Boucher @hawknationad

years.
“The numbers are great,” Costa
said. “And the girls are enjoying
themselves and having

alotof fun.”

While the younger I \
players develop and
prepare to make con-
tributions for the pro-
gram down the road,

Milford has a duo of
veterans leading the
way for the varsity squad.

“This is our third year with
Ava Baglione and Katelyn Ke-
arnan in the starting lineup,”
Costa said of two of his stand-
out seniors. “They look much
more comfortable and poised
and they are able to contribute
at a high level.”

Baglione came out of the
gate averaging nearly 15 points
per game through the early
part of the season. Kearnan
has the ability to put together
monster games, including one
early season contest in which
she scored 23 points, pulled
down nine rebounds, and
notched eight steals.

“We lean a lot on Katelyn for
defense, but she is also a com-

This season, Costa
said he would like
to see that number be closer to
44 points for the opponent on
average.

“We love to play all out,” he
said. “We keep the pace of the
game very fast, high intensity
with lots of trapping and lots
of transition basketball.”

Costa said he wants to see
MHS be a postseason team
this winter and also make some
noise in the ultra-competitive
Kelley Rex division of the
Hockomock League.

“I think everyone else has lost
some players and, meanwhile,
our best players have been
doing this for three years in a
row and it’s their turn,” he said.
“We are looking to be near the
top of the Kelley Rex.”

‘-7“' TREE SERVICE, INC.

Serving the Community since 1980

MAA & TCIA Member

§ WINTER IS A GREAT TIME TO PRUNE
WHILE TREES ARE DORMANT!

Expert Hand Climbing Crews
Removals - Pruning
Stump Grinding - Cabling

FAST FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp
CONTACT US TODAY!

508-366-7693 - sales@templemantree.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

BOILERS - FURNACES. HEAT PUMPS « HOT WATER SYSTEMS - FUEL TANKS

Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! -
ervice Plans, Install and Repairs ore

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
196 West Central St., Natick « 508-653-5050 - 800-262-6462 - coanoil.com
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2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES
* IMPEBIAL cnns l:llhl FIVE DEALERSHIPS // EIGHT BRANDS
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vewmyvwwesall 818 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON, MA // 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA // 551 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST, NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA
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5 CAR FAX 2022 CHEVY 2023 KIA 2023 FORD 2022 FORD 2021 JEEP
CAR ONE-OWNER EQUINOXLT || SPORTAGE || F-150 XL 4x4 || EXPLORER 4x4 | WRANGLER 4x4
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n w H E R\ 820 ONE-OWNER VEHICLES | |#D15355 « ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO || #48028 + EX TRIM, NAV, ALLOYS | |#C18503 « TURBO, NAV, STX PKG | | #P18457 « XLT, SUNROOF, NAV | | #D15410  UNLIMITED SPORT, 8’ LCD
WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: S 2 911

AT INSTOCK! |[isak §46,250 $45,765 | 528,

¥V, 49,100
2024 CHRYSLER || 2023 TOYOTA 2021 DODGE 2022 SUBARU 2023 TOYOTA 2023 CHEVY 2023 NISSAN
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ASAI.SUW re J-1 ASL{-SUW LAmTE NS Ls[]W AS L[]W gy NS LUW AS LOW ‘ ASAI.SUW
e i - — -
s1a0/w || el $131/WK uﬁ $106/WK AWK $90/WK $120/WK $71/WK
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$49,0 10

$35.250° | 523,977
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$55,265 $42,605 $49,595 44700 | 531,971 $38,625 | 524,911 $54.180 | 533,971 $34,710 )
2024 CHEVY 2024 TOYOTA 2022 JEEP 2024 HYUNDAI 2023 TOYOTA 2023 SUBARU 2022 TOYOTA
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ASAI.SUW -Z?“f; ASI{-SUW AS L[]W AS LUW = L ASALSUW ﬂ AS LUW 3 I
ﬁswwx B8 s/ Jﬁ' STATNK srauk || B 5747wk || e 5591k $110/WK

#47621A + ACTIVE TRIM, TURBO

#TP6229 « SR5, ALLOYS, 3.4L V6 | |#D15564 + LATITUDE, HEATED SEATS | | #TP6116 « AWD, HEATED SEATS | | #TP6071 « 32/41 MPG CITY/HWY | [#STK265684 « ALLOYS, SPORT| | #TM26-161A « MOONROOF, CPO
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$46,645 $46,995

$40,395

2023 CHEVY 2024 HONDA 2022 BUICK 2022 MAZDA 2024 BMW 2022 RAM 2022 TOYOTA
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#TP5673 « AWD, TWIN TURBO, NAV | [#TP6030 « 4X4, 3.6L V6, ALLOYS | |#TP5646 « XLE TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO

#C47974 « TURBO, 4X4, ALLOYS| | #D15237 « 30/37 MPG CITY/HWY | | #P18035A + GX PREFERRED, 1.3L | | #P17904 « AWD, ALLOYS, SPOILER

NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE: NEW RETAIL PRICE: | WHOLESALE PRICE:
$44.290 $34.190 $22225 | 522,977 [B] -$20,899 $51,595 $45,740 ) $45.775 ,

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE? “We sellmore~ (&’

/ so0 you )"*"
oSADCREDIT? | \WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND CREDIT UNIONS > . of

Weﬁ’;‘é’};@%ﬁ'}'ﬂémw TU GET YUU THE LUWEST RATE PUSSIBLE! A Mike Perner

General Manager

SALE ENDS 01/31/2026. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE
SEVEN-DAY VEHICLE LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2016 OR NEWER
EXCHANGE PROG RAM TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS.
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.




