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Icy Fundraise

Aquaknights Polar
Plunge Returns

By Ornella Rossi

RIO LINDA, CA (MGP) - Brave
swimmers and bundled-up
spectators alike are invited
to take part in a chilly com-
munity tradition returning
this winter as the 2nd
Annual AquaKnights Polar
Plunge splashes back onto
the calendar.

The fundraiser is sched-
uled for Saturday, Jan.
17, at the Rio Linda High
School Pool, 6309 Dry
Creek Road. Check-in
begins at 12:30 p.m., with
the plunge set to start
promptly at 1 p.m. The
event is open to all ages,
with an entry fee of $5 per
person. No pre-registration
is required, and walk-ups
are welcome. Payments
will be accepted in cash or
through Venmo on the day
of the event.

Participants can choose
to take the icy dip or stay
warm on the pool deck, but
everyone attending will
contribute to the cause. All
proceeds from the event
will go directly toward
supporting the Rio Linda
AquaKnights Swim Team
and its program needs.

Organizers are encour-
aging community members
to bundle up, bring friends
and family, and help make
this year’s plunge “big-
ger, colder and more
fun” than the inaugural
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onal program based in Rio Linda that participates in the

Valley Foothill Competitive Aquatics League. Photo courtesy of the Rio Linda Elverta Recreation and Park District

event. The Polar Plunge is
hosted by the Rio Linda
Elverta Recreation and
Park District in partner-
ship with the Rio Linda
AquaKnights.

The AquaKnights
Swim Team is a recre-
ational program based in
Rio Linda that partici-
pates in the Valley Foothill
Competitive Aquatics
League. Operated through
the Rio Linda Elverta
Recreation and Park
District, the team serves
youth ages 5 to 18 and
groups swimmers by age
and ability.

The program is open to
swimmers with or with-
out prior team experience,
provided they can inde-
pendently swim one length

Continued on page 5

All proceeds from the event will go directly toward supporting
the Rio Linda AquaKnights Swim Team and its program needs.
Photo courtesy of the Rio Linda Elverta Recreation and Park District

County Opens First Community Garden

Sacramento County

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION,
CA (MPG) - Sacramento
County Regional Parks
is proud to announce the
opening of its first com-
munity garden at Gibson
Ranch Regional Park,
now open for plot res-
ervations. This new
community space invites
residents of all garden-
ing experience levels to
grow fresh produce, share
knowledge and build con-
nections in a beautiful
outdoor setting.

Located within the
scenic 355-acre Gibson
Ranch Regional Park,
8556 Gibson Ranch Park
Road, the garden includes
48 20' x 20’ plots, with
designated space for 12
raised accessible beds
that will be built as plots
are reserved. All garden-
ing is organic, with water
access and community
areas designed to support
year-round stewardship
and sustainable practices.

“Community gar-
dens connect people
to the land, to healthy
food and to each other,”

said Liz Bellas, director
of Sacramento County
Regional Parks. “We’re
excited to welcome res-
idents to this beautiful
new space where neigh-
bors can learn, grow and
cultivate not just plants,
but community.”

Plot registration opened
Dec. 1, and Sacramento
County residents receive
priority. Remaining
plots may be offered to
non-residents if space
allows.

Whether you’re an
experienced gardener
or trying it for the first

time, the Gibson Ranch
Community Garden offers
a unique way to spend
time outdoors, grow your
own food and help nur-
ture a shared resource
that benefits the entire
community.

For more informa-
tion and to register for
a garden plot, visit the
Community Garden
at Gibson Ranch
Regional Park page
on the Sacramento
County Regional Parks
website, https://region-
alparks.saccounty.gov/
Pages/default.aspx *

Dave Tamayo
Elected

SMUD Board
President

SMUD’s Board of Directors
elected Dave Tamayo as
President of the Board,
effective Jan. 1, and running
through December 2026.
Photo courtesy of SMUD

SMUD News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- SMUD’s Board of
Directors elected Dave
Tamayo as President of
the Board, effective Jan.
1, and running through
December 2026. President
Tamayo was elected to the
SMUD Board in 2014. He
represents Ward 6, which
includes Meadowview,
Oak Park, Parkway,
Airport and Valley Hi
neighborhoods.

Tamayo has lived in
the Fruitridge Manor
neighborhood of south
Sacramento since 1989,
where he raised his family
and has long been active
in community affairs. He
has led efforts to estab-
lish science programs and
gardens in local schools,
co-founded his neigh-
borhood association and
successfully advocated for
public parks, affordable
housing and urban infill.

Tamayo has served
on a number of public
boards and commissions,
including the South
Sacramento Planning
Advisory Committee, the
Sacramento Parks and
Recreation Commission,
the Sacramento-Yolo
Mosquito and Vector
Control District and the
California Structural
Pest Control Board.
He also has served on
the boards of the non-
profit Sacramento
Mutual Housing
Association, Sacramento
County Alliance
of Neighborhoods,
California Stormwater
Quality Association and
the Sacramento Urban
Creeks Council.

Tamayo worked as
an environmental sci-
entist for Sacramento
County for 30 years. He
is recognized as a public
policy leader in protect-
ing natural resources by
effectively influencing
state and federal environ-
mental regulations. He
wrote the County storm
water pollution ordi-
nance, co-founded the
region's River Friendly
Landscaping Program
and helped create local,
statewidw and national
integrated pest manage-
ment programs.

Tamayo has also served

Continued on page 4
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SacRT and Partners Raise
Human Trafficking Awareness

Sacramento Regional
Transit (SacRT) News
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - January is National
Human Trafficking
Awareness Month, and
SacRT is proud to join
forces with local law
enforcement and nonprofit
partners to shine a light on
this critical issue. Through
a powerful public aware-
ness campaign, we’re
using our transit system
to help protect vulnerable
individuals, connect sur-
vivors to resources, and
educate the community.

Campaign highlights
include placing multi-
lingual bus shelter ads,
with campaign posters in
English, Spanish, Hmong,
Vietnamese, Arabic, Farsi
and more in communities
most at risk.

SacRT is distributing
informational cards and
adding posters to buses and
trains to help riders recog-
nize the signs of trafficking
and know where to turn
for help. Riders can also
report a possible Human
Trafficking incident on the
Alert SacRT App.

SacRT partners are
working together to reach
survivors, educate the
public and provide trau-
ma-informed support.

On Thursday, Jan. 15,
2026, SacRT and part-
ners will hold a press
conference to launch the
campaign and share how
they are working together
to fight human trafficking
in the Sacramento region.

SacRT partners
include Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office,
Sacramento County

District Attorney’s
Office, WEAVE (Women
Escaping a Violent
Environment) and
Soroptimist International
of Elk Grove.

If you or someone you
know may be a victim of
human trafficking, or if you
suspect trafficking activity:
Call the National Human
Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-
373-7888, text “BEFREE”
to 233733 or visit human-
traffickinghotline.org. In
an emergency, always call
9-1-1. *
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Free Store ® 7200 Rio Linda Blvd. at Q St. Bldg 5

Thank You for All of Your Sup

We would like to pause during this special time of year and thank the community for their support for the
especially Calvary Baptist Church, Elverta Baptist Church and most of all Pastor Robert Hale and my family at LifePointe Church.

With all of your help and love and the Lord’s guidance, we have served and helped so many lives homeless and homed.
A'special thank you to the Rio Linda News and the Chamber of Commerce.
With much love and devotion, Sandie, Tom, Jesse, Laura, and all the Free Store Angels
We will be closed the Tuesday before Christmas and the Tuesday before New Years

Therry Chriotmae and e very Zappy Pew Gear

ort

ears,

N, Call Sandie at (210) 326-1806 for more information -

CHURCH DIRECTORY

LIFE:POINTE

7200 Rio Linda Blvd.
lifepointenaz.com
(916) 991.4624

SUNDAY
9:30AM
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP
10AM
ALL AGE CONNECTION GROUPS
11AM
WORSHIP SERVICE

NURSERY (0-3YRS)

KIDZ CLUBHOUSE
(4YRS - 6TH GRADE)

Z10N LutHERAN CHURCH
(LCMS)

3644 Bolivar Ave.
North Highlands
(916) 332-4001

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 AM
Bible Hour for All Ages
at 11:00 AM

ZionLutheranNH.org

Calvary
Lutheran Church

5th and L Streets
Rio Linda

Pastor Kirsten Moore

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Children’s Bible stories &
crafts during adult worship
(916) 991-2135
www.clerl.org Mail@clerl.org

Open Arms, Open Hearts

Church of Christ
Worship God’s Way

Minister Eric Smith

6818 4th Avenue
Rio Linda, CA 95673

(916) 991-2668
Church 10:30 a.m.

HARVEST
MISSIONARY
CHURCH

6715 18TH STREET
Rio Lmnpa, CA 95673

PAsTOR VALERIY BAYKO
Sunpay ScrooL 10.00 amM
SunpAY serviCE 10.30 AM

Corree & FeLLowshP 12,30 AM

(916) 915-4611
WWW.HARVESTMC.ORG

New
BEGINNINGS
FELLOWSHIP

Pastor Deonte Walters

10th and O Streets

(916) 991-2918

Sunday School
9 am.

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Rio Linda
Seventh Day
Adventist Church

7535 - 10th St. and U
Rio Linda

Sabbath School
9:15 am.

Worship Services
11 a.m.

North Metro

CGhurch of Christ
4191 Norwood Ave.,
Sacramento 95838
(916) 923-1147
Minister Pete Savage
SUNDAY
Bible Classes: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.
Worship: 6 p.m.
Wed. Bible Classes: 7 p.m.

LiBERTY MINISTRIES

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Pastor Shannon Fannin
Liberty Ministries extends an
invitation to come and join
us for Celebration Worship
Sunday 9 a.m.

Youth Extreme & Food Closet

(916) 922-6442

4840 Marysville Blvd.
www libertymcf.net

New Lire
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2037 Elkhorn Boulevard

(916) 991-3001

Adult Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday: 6 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Duncan

Students in California Struggling
Most with Math

Find a Super Tutor News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - While the
Christmas break is upon us, many students
will be studying at home over the fes-
tive period and may be wondering how to
receive a little extra support for the subject
they find the hardest.

With this in mind, education recruitment
agency Find a Super Tutor investigated the
subjects that students in the US are strug-
gling with the most.

The research analyzed the total num-
ber of Google searches for 118 subjects,
applying 13 different search combinations
for each, such as "help with mathemat-
ics" and "chemistry tutoring". Then, the
ranking was calculated based on the sub-
jects with the most to least average Google
searches per month across the nation and
in each state.

Mathematics was revealed to be the sub-
ject that California was struggling with the
most, with a monthly average of 18,256
Google searches inquiring about help with
the subject. Ranking as the subject with
second-highest number of inquiries was
Programming, with an average of 7,473
searches per month.

Following in third was Spanish, with an
average monthly search count of 7,228,
whereas English Language followed in
fourth with an average of 7,083 searches
per month. Rounding out the top five was
Calculus, with a monthly average of 1,995
searches.

Mathematics was revealed to be the sub-
ject that students were struggling with the
most across the US, with a monthly aver-
age of 125,929 Google searches inquiring
about help with the subject.

Other subjects that students struggled
with were SAT Prep, with an average of
7,552 monthly searches, and Calculus,
with an average of 6,857 monthly
searches, whereas Japanese completed the
top 10, averaging 6,718 monthly searches.

Commenting on the findings, Joshua
James, director of Find a Super Tutor,
said,

“There are strong patterns among the
subjects that students are struggling with
the most. Most of the subjects fall under
either the STEM or languages category.
Some of the hardest school subjects to

learn include mathematics and other sci-
entific disciplines such as programming,
information technology, chemistry and
calculus. These subjects can be challeng-
ing for students because they involve
abstract concepts, logical reasoning,
and require learners to memorize large
amounts of information.

“For instance, calculus requires a solid
foundation in algebra and trigonome-
try, and without this, students can quickly
fall behind. Similarly, programming and
IT demand not only technical knowledge
but also the ability to think algorithmi-
cally and troubleshoot complex problems.
Students who struggle in STEM often
benefit from interactive tools like coding
simulators, virtual labs, and personalized
tutoring platforms, which allow for a more
hands-on and tailored learning experience.

“Language subjects also pose chal-
lenges, but of a different nature. English
and foreign languages such as Spanish,
Japanese, and American Sign Language
require mastery of vocabulary, grammar,
and cultural context, all of which can vary
widely from a student's native language.”

“Japanese, for example, has multiple
writing systems and a syntax that signifi-
cantly differs from English, while ASL
relies on spatial reasoning and visual cues
that are not intuitive for everyone. Even
English, often assumed to be straight-
forward for native speakers, contains
complex grammar rules and idiomatic
expressions that can confuse learners.

“Online support for language learn-
ing has become highly sophisticated, with
resources like language exchange com-
munities, immersive audio-visual content,
and Al-powered apps such as Duolingo
offering real-time feedback and person-
alized practice routines. These tools can
significantly enhance engagement and
retention, helping students overcome the
hurdles these subjects often present.

“Regardless of what subject you or your
child is struggling with, there is always sup-
port available. If you need help beyond what
online resources may be able to offer, hiring
a part-time tutor can be the perfect solu-
tion. Tutors are typically experts in their
chosen area and can provide specialized,
high-quality support to improve grades and
understanding of the subject.” *

Yo Say...
I can’t figure this out
I'm not enough
I can't keep going
I'm not strong enough

I'm too tired

I can’t forgive myself

I hate myself

LIFEPOINTE
CHURCH

He is the solution to every problem.
Let Him help you.

11lam on Sundays | 6:30pm on Wednesdays
7200 Rio Linda Blvd. Rio Linda, ca 95673

(916)991-4624 | of ficeelifepointenaz.com

Jesus 5ays..

T will direct you
You are more than enough
I will carry you
Iam

I will give you rest
I forgive you

I love you
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Late December Storms Deliver Much-Needed Water Supply

California Department
of Water Resources
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- The Department of Water
Resources (DWR) recently con-
ducted the first snow survey of
the season at Phillips Station. The
manual survey recorded 24 inches
of snow depth and a snow water
equivalent of 5 inches, which is 50
percent of average for this location.

The snow water equivalent
measures the amount of water con-
tained in the snowpack and is a
key component of the Department
of Water Resource’s water sup-
ply forecast. Statewide, the
snowpack is 71 percent of average for
this date.

Today’s results are welcome
news for water managers who rely
on the statewide snow surveys to
make water supply decisions for
the year ahead. California’s state-
wide snowpack had been lacking
in early December with above-av-
erage temperatures and very little
storm activity. Recent storms have
turned that around and provided a
significant boost to the snowpack
and the state’s water supply.

“The dry conditions and warmer
temperatures in early December
delayed our snow-building sea-
son, but the return of storm
activity, especially in the last
week, helped to build a solid
base for this year’s snowpack,”
said Angelique Fabbiani-Leon,
State Hydrometerologist for the
Department of Water Resources.

“Thankfully, the recent storms
that reached the state were cold
enough to provide necessary bene-
fits for the snowpack and our water
supply. While California is in a
better position now, it is still early
in the season and our state’s water
supply for this year will ultimately
depend on a continued cadence of
storms throughout winter and early
spring.”

The Department of Water
Resource’s electronic readings
from 130 stations placed through-
out the Sierra Nevada indicate that
the statewide snowpack’s snow
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San Joaquin County, California. Photo taken Oct. 30, 2025. Courtesy photo

water equivalent is 6.5 inches, or
71 percent of average for this date,
compared to 115 percent on this
date last year.

On average, the larg-
est snow-producing months in
the Sierra Nevada are January,
February and March. Drought
and flood always marked the
California climate, but extreme
whiplash between wet and dry is
becoming more pronounced, not
just year to year but often within
the same season or month.

“It’s great to see so much fresh
snow in the Sierra following a
relatively dry December,” said
Department of Water Resources
director Karla Nemeth.

“More than any other factor, the
rain and snow that falls in these
critical winter months dictates
how much water can be deliv-
ered to Californians and farmland
statewide. We make the most of

il
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An aerial view in the morning of fog partially covering the San Joaquin River and Webb Tract Island (Left) in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, located in

2020 snow survey. Courtesy photo

what Mother Nature delivers with
advance planning that enables
Forecast Informed Reservoir
Operations and groundwater
recharge.”

Major reservoirs statewide are

Department of Water Resources staff check snow levels at the January

currently 123 percent of aver-
age thanks to recent precipitation
on top of three consecutive years
of above-average snowpack
conditions.

On average,

the Sierra

4

snowpack supplies about 30 per-
cent of California’s water needs.
Its natural ability to store water is
why the Sierra snowpack is often
referred to as California's “fro-
zen reservoir.” Data from these
snow surveys and forecasts pro-
duced by the Department of
Water Resource’s Snow Surveys
and Water Supply Forecasting
Unit are key factors in determin-
ing how the Department of Water
Resources manages the state’s
water resources.

The Department of Water
Resources conducts four
media-oriented snow surveys at
Phillips Station each winter near
the first of each month, January
through April and, if necessary,
May. The next survey is tenta-
tively scheduled for Feb. 3.

For California’s current hydro-
logical conditions, visit https://
cww.water.ca.gov. *

5¢

Dignity Health.
Mercy Medical Group

A Service of Dignity Health Medical Foundation

who really knows you—from that pestering ache in your lower back, to the steps

you mapped out together to help lower your cholesterol. Someone who supports
you and your little ones when you’re feeling under the weather—and is your greatest
champion when you’re feeling your best. At Dignity Health Mercy Medical Group,
our providers make it their mission to do just that. Our Natomas Neighborhood Clinic
offers care for the whole family including internal medicine, OBGYN and pediatrics.
Call (916) 999-4635 or visit dignityhealth.org/natomas to schedule an appointment.

Health care that
treats your whole
family, like family.

Natomas Neighborhood Clinic

When it comes to your health, and that of your family, you need a partner. Someone
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Stick a Fork in California: Gov. Newsom'’s
Proposed Retroactive Billionaire Tax

IRS Study shows California is losing a taxpayer every minute to states like Florida, Texas, and North Carolina

By Katy Grimes,
California Globe

(CALIFORNIA GLOBE) -
California Governor Gavin
Newsom is pushing a ret-
roactive billionaire tax
targeting the roughly
220 billionaires resid-
ing in California in 2025,
ignoring that these indi-
viduals are the most
financially mobile and can
live anywhere. Expecting
them to remain in the state
as if they will happily and
willingly hand over even
more of their wealth surely
must be facetious.

SEIU is sponsoring
the “2026 Billionaires
Tax Act.” The measure,
recently listed on the
Attorney General’s web-
site, would impose a
one-time 5% tax on indi-
vidual wealth exceeding $1
billion, Marc Joffe wrote
for the Globe this week.
He explains the measure
and more:

Although the tax would
be levied based on 2026
net worth, it would apply
to billionaires who resided
in California in 2025, so
theoretically it could not be
avoided. Of course, billion-
aires are well equipped to
defend themselves in court,
so the constitutionality of
this unprecedented tax will
be rigorously tested.

Proponents assert that
the measure would not
cause billionaires to flee
the state because of the
one-time nature of the tax.
Unlike federal wealth taxes
floated by Bernie Sanders
and Elizabeth Warren, the

applied each year.

But the flaw in this argu-
ment is obvious: if the state
could impose a wealth tax
once, it could do so again
and again. So, yes, billion-
aires might well leave if
this measure passes.

Why are California busi-
nesses and residents fleeing
the once-Golden State in
droves? We’ve asked and
answered this question
many times.

California has been
bleeding residents and their
tax revenue for many years
with moves to states with
no income tax or very low
income tax: Florida, Texas,
Arizona, Idaho, Tennessee,
South Carolina, Nevada,
and even Washington
State.

California’s own
Chevron Oil Company
moved its headquarters to
Houston, Texas from San
Ramon, CA where it has
been based since 1879,
one of the biggest busi-
nesses to flee the Golden
State. Chevron is in good
company joining X/
Twitter, Space X, Oracle,
Hewlett Packard, Charles
Schwab, and Toyota Motor
North America, Nisseil
America, Inc., The Joe
Rogan Experience, Gordon
Ramsay North America,
The Rubin Report, to name
just a few of the businesses
leaving California because
of the state’s leftist/Marxist
politics and regulatory
environment.

Yet Gov. Newsom and
Democrats are doubling
down and still gouging tax-
payers and businesses with

fees and draconian regula-
tions in the nation.

“Despite the tower-
ing deficit, Newsom and
the Democratic Party con-
tinue to spend wildly
on a boondoggle bul-
let train and to engage in
last-minute redistricting
to gerrymander the state
further,” Jonathan Turley
writes. “They have also
moved to extend Medi-Cal
to illegal immigrants at a
massive cost to the budget.
Newsom is also pushing
ahead with a Commission
to pay reparations to black
citizens.”

Turley reports on just
how bad California is:

“A study of IRS data
by the National Taxpayers
Union Foundation which
found that California is
losing a taxpayer roughly
every minute, as states like
Florida, Texas, and North
Carolina attract new res-
idents due to lower taxes
and higher standards of
living.

In comparison, Florida
gains a new taxpayer
every 2 minutes and 9 sec-
onds while Texas gains
one every 2 minutes and
53 seconds.

The result has been a
bonanza for Florida, which
is now collecting $4 bil-
lion more per year for
its budget.

The states losing taxpay-
ers at the fastest rate are
California, New York, and
[llinois. Here is the rate
of loss:

California: every 1 min-
ute and 44 seconds; New

23 seconds; Illinois: every
6 minutes and 4 seconds;
Massachusetts: every 11
minutes and 38 seconds;
New Jersey: every 14 min-
utes and 14 seconds.

In 2023, we asked
Why Did 352 California
Companies Flee to

Other States in Three
Years? Here’s why: Low-
to-no income tax states
gained $391 billion from
California during 2018
to 2021, coinciding with
Gavin Newsom’s election
as governor.

As Economist Art Laffer
and Chapman Economics
Professor James Doti cor-
rectly said not long ago,
Gov. “Newsom doesn’t
appear to see is the dele-
terious long-term effects
of a highly progressive tax
system. Case in point: The
‘one-percenters’ who pay
50% of the tax are voting
with their feet by leaving
California in droves.”

They explained that
the ten states with the
lowest income taxes
including Florida and
Texas, gained a cumula-
tive net inflow from all
Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) classes of $391
billion from California
during the entire 2018 to
2021 period. Note that
2018 was the final year of
Democrat Governor Jerry
Brown. Gov. Newsom
ran for governor in 2018
and was elected. He took
office January of 2019, so
the 2019-2021 belongs to
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

— California, New York
and New Jersey are in this
group — lost a cumula-
tive net inflow in AGI of
$391 billion. The fact that
the 10 states with the low-
est income taxes gained
in AGI the same amount
as the loss in AGI for the
10 states with the highest
income taxes is not a coin-
cidence.” ...

Where did these
companies go?

Most went to Texas.
Here’s why:

“Texas offers a combina-
tion of unique competitive
business advantages that
no other state can claim:
a business-friendly cli-
mate—with no corporate
or personal income tax—
along with a highly skilled
and diverse workforce,
easy access to global mar-
kets, robust infrastructure
and a reasonable regula-
tory environment,” Texas
Governor Greg Abbott
said when he recently
announced that another
major California busi-
ness was moving to Texas.
“California-based Ruiz
Foods is moving its cor-
porate HQ to Frisco,”
he said. “With an unri-
valed business climate and
skilled, diverse workforce,
Texas is America’s #1 eco-
nomic destination....”

Newsom might find that
lowering tax rates results
in higher rather than lower
tax revenues, as the Laffer
Curve has shown time and
time again.

rates and government
revenue, a concept pop-
ularized by economist
Arthur Laffer in 1974.
This theory posits that
both excessively high
and low tax rates result in
reduced tax revenues, sug-
gesting that tax cuts can
potentially enhance reve-
nue collection.”

“As drawn, the Laffer
Curve shows that at a tax
rate of 0%, the govern-
ment would collect no tax
revenue, just as it would
collect no tax revenue at a
tax rate of 100% because
no one would be willing to
work for an after-tax wage
of zero.

Turley has a new book
coming out, Rage and the
Republic: The Unfinished
Story of the American
Revolution, in which he
explains “there is a com-
mon myth that the top five
percent of this country do
not ‘pay their fair share.’
However, putting that
debate aside, the question
is whether it will produce
more revenue than it costs
the state in the long run.
As these politicians cam-
paign on clipping the “fat
cats” who are not paying
their fair share, many are
likely to follow the exodus
to lower tax states with
greater fiscal discipline.”

Turley concludes, “what
is clear is that Democratic
states are not showing any
greater fiscal discipline as
they careen toward budget
meltdowns.”

And to think that Gavin
Newsom is running for
President on this atrocious

SEIU tax would not be

some of the highest taxes,

York: every 2 minutes and

“The 10 states “The Laffer Curve
that ranked the high- showcases the intricate
est in income taxes relationship between tax

record... *

Homeowners Could Qualify for Grants for New Roofs and Fire Safety

By Levi Sumagaysay,
CAlMatters.org

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- Some homeowners in areas
of California with high wild-
fire risk could eventually get
money for new roofs or to build
fire-resistant zones around their
properties under a new state law
that went into effect Jan. 1.

The Safe Homes grant
program is designed to help low-
and middle-income homeowners
with fire mitigation. People who
qualify could use grants to cre-
ate 5-foot ember-resistant zones
around properties, also known

as Zone Zero, as required by law
in some areas. The program will
also contribute toward costs for
fire-safe roofs.

The state’s Insurance
Department, which is respon-
sible for implementing the
program, is working out the
details around eligibility, the
amount of and the distribution
of grants. It is now develop-
ing an application portal that it
hopes to have ready by March,
said Michael Soller, spokesper-
son for the department.

The insurance department will
be handling all the details of the
grants, said Mike Dayton, chief

of staff of Assemblymember
Lisa Calderon, the Los Angeles-
area Democrat and chair of the
Assembly Insurance Committee
who wrote the law, and has so
far secured $3 million in the
state budget to get the program
started.

Soller said homeowners who
have policies with admitted
insurance carriers or the last-re-
sort FAIR Plan and who live
in high-risk areas will have to
meet income limits set by the
state housing department to be
eligible for the grants, whose
amounts have not been deter-
mined. Communities, cities and

counties with mitigation proj-
ects could also apply for grants.

He also said the insurance
department plans to advocate
for additional and ongoing
funding for the program.

Another source of funding
could be the federal govern-
ment, including the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency, Soller said. But Gov.
Gavin Newsom recently tried to
meet with FEMA to talk about
disaster aid related to the Los
Angeles County fires and was
unsuccessful.

Also, two Californians
in Congress have proposed

legislation that would establish
a federal grant program and
tax credits for mitigation. U.S.
Reps. Mike Thompson, a Napa
Democrat, and Doug LaMalfa,
an Oroville Republican, have
introduced their bill for the
past two sessions, but it has not
made it to a floor vote.

The California Board of
Forestry and Fire Protection
recently extended the finaliza-
tion of rules regarding Zone
Zero buffers around proper-
ties to the first half of next year.
The rules are expected to take
effect for existing homes in
2029. *

Senate Republicans Unveil Their Priorities for Californians

Sen. Roger Niello News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Californians are
paying more and getting less. Even as
the state is on track to collect more tax-
payer money in the near future, the return
on investment for core services contin-
ues to decline. The problem is not a lack
of money, but years of bad spending pri-
orities. With an $18 billion deficit on the
horizon, California Senate Republicans
unveiled their budget priorities to get back
to basics, ensure results, and improve the

quality of life for all.

“If financial literacy will soon be a
requirement for high schoolers, perhaps
it should be a requirement for legisla-
tors too,” said Senator Roger Niello, Vice
Chair of the Senate Budget and Fiscal
Review Committee. “Essentially, our bud-
get is a house of cards. One wrong move
and the whole thing comes down. In addi-
tion to putting the basics first, the state
needs to look at the programs it’s already
funding and make sure they’re an effective
and sustainable use of tax dollars.”

“The world’s fourth-largest economy
should not feel like a third-world country,”

accountable.”

said Senate Republican Leader Brian
Jones. “But year after year, Governor
Newsom and the progressive legislature
continue to lose the plot. It’s not their job
to waste your money on whatever feel-
good cause-of-the-day they deem worthy.
It’s their job to fund public safety, support
essential services, and hold government

In their letter, Senate Republicans
called for the budget to focus on lower-
ing housing costs for renters and helping
more Californians buy homes, keeping
Californians safe from crime and wildfires,

supporting hospitals and access to care for
rural Californians, eliminating fraud in
Medi-Cal and other assistance programs,
investing in water and emergency services
for disasters and droughts, funding for UC
and CSU so students can afford to stay
and learn in California and supporting job
creators by reducing the Unemployment

Insurance debt burden placed on them.

To read the full letter, visit https://src.
senate.ca.gov/sites/src.senate.ca.gov/files/
Caucus%?20Budget%20Letter%20-%20
Senate%20Republican%20Caucus%20
Budget%?20Priorities.pdf. *

Dave Tamayo Elected SMUD Board President

Continued from page 1

in an advisory capac-
ity to the University of
California Integrated
Pest Management
Program, US EPA Office
of Pesticide Programs,
California Department
of Pesticide Regulation
and the National Pest
Management Association.
Prior to working for the

county, he owned a whole-
sale seafood business in
San Francisco and was an
electrician and a whitewa-
ter rafting guide.

Tamayo holds a bach-
elor's degree in zoology
from the University of
California, Berkeley and
a master's degree in ento-
mology and nematology
from the University of

Florida, Gainesville. In
his spare time, he enjoys
birding, gardening, bee-
keeping, whitewater
rafting and kayaking and
learning to speak Spanish.

About SMUD

As the nation’s
sixth-largest, communi-
ty-owned, not-for-profit
electric service provider,

SMUD has been pro-
viding low-cost, reliable
electricity to Sacramento
County for more than 75
years. SMUD is a rec-
ognized industry leader
for its innovative energy
efficiency programs,
renewable power tech-
nologies and for its
sustainable solutions for
a healthier environment.

@® SMUD’

In 2024, SMUD’s power
supply was about 62%
carbon free, which is
largely influenced by the
weather and amount of
hydroelectricity produced.
SMUD’s goal is to com-
pletely eliminate carbon in
its electricity production
by 2030 while maintaining

reliability and keeping
rates among the lowest in
California — on average,
50% lower than its neigh-
boring, investor-owned
utility. For more infor-
mation on SMUD’s
Zero Carbon Plan and
its customer programs,
visit smud.org. *



JANUARY 9, 2026

THE NEWS - 5

Rising Heat Leads to Minimal Losses
for California Processing Tomatoes

e

Truckloads of tomatoes are transported through traffic and higher temperatures with minimal
losses, research shows. Photo courtesy of UC Davis News

By Emily C. Dooley, UC Davis
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
California’s $1 billion processing tomato
industry is highly efficient and likely
will be able to withstand higher tempera-
tures and traffic congestion with minimal
postharvest losses, according to research
conducted at the University of California,
Davis.

The research, published in the
American Journal of Agricultural
Economics, analyzed 1.4 million truck-
loads of tomatoes transported from
thousands of farm fields to processing
facilities between 2011 and 2020.

“It’s rare that we find an example where
climate change is expected to have a neg-
ligible effect,” said Sarah Whitnell, who
led the research as a postdoctoral scholar
at UC Davis and is now at University of
Western Australia, Perth.

“Ultimately, the supply chain is a
well-oiled machine. The losses are rela-
tively small, and while temperature does
increase them, it’s not by a huge amount.”

Researchers matched each truckload to
California state highway traffic data and
hourly temperatures, which ranged from
48 degrees to 108 degrees Fahrenheit.
They compared truckloads of tomatoes
from the same field and same growing
season: for example, one traveling at 5
a.m. when temperatures are cooler and
traffic is light with one travelling at 5
p-m. when the opposite is true.

The best-case scenario was when cool
temperatures coincided with heavy traf-
fic. The worst-case scenario was hot
temperatures combined with heavy traf-
fic. When it’s hot, slow traffic speeds
cause trucks to spend more time at

damaging temperatures.

“If you have this magic scenario where
temperatures are cool but there is traf-
fic, you actually have the lowest losses,”
Whitnall said. “This is because faster
speeds cause vibrations that can increase
damage in fresh produce.”

Comparing best- and worst-case sce-
narios, the share of soft, split or squished
tomatoes doubles from about 1% to
2%. This equates to modest losses, the
researchers also found.

The findings show that California’s
processing tomato industry is highly effi-
cient and could be a model for others,
said senior author Tim Beatty, who is
chair of the Department of Agricultural
and Resource Economics at UC Davis.

“Most supply chains aren’t nearly as
efficient as the California supply chain,
so what this says is if you’re a very effi-
cient supply chain, you can mitigate the
losses associated with climate change,”
Beatty said. “It says that adaptation is
possible to really reduce loss past the
farm gate.”

Eighty-four cents of every farm dol-
lar is generated after the product leaves
a farm, but most climate change research
has focused on how growing is affected.
This research looks at that second stage
and was possible because of comprehen-
sive public data and detailed transport,
tonnage and quality data supplied by
industry, Beatty said.

“We know very little about the effects
of climate change once product leaves
the farm gate,” he said. “I think this
paper is one of the very first to actually
tackle that.”

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative
supported this research. *

SERVPRO’

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

SERVPRO of North Highlands/Rio Linda

PROPERTY DAMAGE
REMEDIATION & REPAIR

Mold, Water & Fire Damage

e Commercial & Residential
* Trained, Uniformed Professionals ® Complete Move-Outs
¢ Restoration Vendor for Insurance

RESTORATION:
* Fire, Smoke, and Soot ®* Water Removal & Dehumidification
* Mold Mitigation & Remediation * Catastrophic Storm Response
* Move-Outs and Contents restoration ® Electronics and Equipment
* Document Dryinge® Contents Claim Inventory Service

CLEANING:
* Air Ducts & HVAC * Carpet, Upholstery, Drapes
* Deodorization ® Biohazard, Crime Scene & Vandalism
* Ceilings, Walls and Hard Floors

Services may vary by location

eaw
W

HHCRC
CERTIFIED

PROFESSIONAL

m CLEANING SERVICE

Have Questions? Call
Today (916) 991-1522

(916) 991-1522

www.servpronorthhighlandsriolinda.com
Email: office@servpro10057.com
5704 Dry Creek Road, Rio Linda, CA 95673

The Polar Plunge is hosted

the Rio |nda EIve Recreation
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and Park District in partnership

with the Rio Linda AquaKnights. Photo courtesy of the Rio Linda Elverta Recreation and Park District

Continued from page 1
of a 25-yard pool. Beyond
competition, the team
emphasizes skill develop-
ment, sportsmanship and
teamwork in a supportive
environment.
According to the
AquaKnights, participa-
tion helps children build
lifelong swimming skills
while offering safe and

enjoyable challenges both
in and out of the water.
Family involvement is
also a key component of
the program, with par-
ents and guardians playing
an essential role in assist-
ing with swim meets and
team events throughout the
season.

Community members
interested in learning more

about the Polar Plunge, the
recreation district or the
AquaKnights Swim Team
can find additional infor-
mation at the Rio Linda
Elverta Recreation and
Park District website at
https://www.rleparks.com/
through the team’s page at
https://www.gomotionapp.
com/team/recncrleakca/

page/home. *

Sacramento Valley Conservancy Launches
Vernal Pool Stewardship Program

Sacramento Valley
Conservancy News
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
Valley Conservancy
(SVC) 1is proud to
announce the launch of its
Vernal Pool Stewardship
Program, a communi-
ty-driven effort to protect
some of the region’s
most rare and ecologi-
cally important landscapes
through hands-on stew-
ardship, education and
volunteer engagement.

Sacramento Valley
Conservancy is entrusted
with the protection and
stewardship of more than
8,000 acres of vernal pool
preserves in Sacramento
County, including 3,300
acres of rare vernal pool
wetlands in Rancho
Cordova and the surround-
ing area. These seasonal
wetlands support unique
plants and wildlife found
nowhere else, and play a
critical role in water qual-
ity, flood management and
regional biodiversity.

As part of the Vernal
Pool Stewardship
Program, Sacramento
Valley Conservancy
will host a series of
“Trash Dash + Vernal
Pool Education” out-
ings at Sacramento Valley
Conservancy-managed
preserves. These events
invite community mem-
bers to help remove
trash and invasive plants
to support these deli-
cate and unique habitats
while learning about the
importance of vernal
pools and how pollution
affects nearby creeks and
waterways.

Vernal pools are one of
California’s most threat-
ened ecosystems, with
over 90 percent of vernal
pool habitats destroyed.

“This new program
aims to increase interest
and understanding of these
incredibly special and vul-
nerable ecosystems that
many Sacramentians are
unaware of,” said Kelly
Hopkins, executive direc-
tor. “We’re excited to
build upon our existing
education and recreation
programs by continuing
to expand our partnership
with Splash.”

“Vernal pool ecosys-
tems may be small, but
these beautiful, diverse

Q
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resources provide a wide
array of important ecosys-
tem functions. Bringing
the community together
to steward these sensitive
ecosystems will hopefully
foster an appreciation for
our local natural resources
that will help them endure
for future generations,”
said Eric Kellegrew,
Sacramento Valley
Conservancy Stewardship
Director.

“Stewardship starts
close to home. When vol-
unteers come together to
care for the vernal pools
in their own neighbor-
hoods, they build a shared
sense of responsibility for
the places that connect our
communities,” said Danny
Whitaker, Sacramento
Valley Conservancy
Stewardship Specialist.

“By joining the
Vernal Pool Stewardship
Program, we can protect
Sacramento’s rare wet-
lands through hands-on
cleanup and educa-
tion. Together, neighbors
restore fragile ecosystems,
safeguard water qual-
ity, support wildlife,
inspire awareness, and
build lasting commu-
nity stewardship for
these irreplaceable land-
scapes locally,” said Mark
Baker, Sacramento Valley
Conservancy Stewardship
Specialist.

The Vernal Pool
Stewardship Program
received seed funding
for three events in early
2026 through a combina-
tion of private donations, a
grant from the Sacramento
County Stormwater
Quality Program, and
in-kind partnerships,
which will be leveraged to
recruit volunteers, support
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educational programming,
and kick-start the new
program. Business spon-
sorships are available for
a single service day or
for program sustainabil-
ity, with opportunities for
employee engagement and
collaboration.

Community members,
volunteers, and orga-
nizations interested in
participating or sponsoring
are encouraged to learn
more at: https://sacramen-
tovalleyconservancy.org/
vpsponsor/

The first Trash Dash
+ Vernal Pool Education
event is scheduled for
Saturday, Jan. 17 at the
Kiefer Landfill Preserve.
RSVP at: https://sacra-
mentovalleyconservancy.
org/event/vpsd-20260117/

Additional dates are ten-
tatively scheduled for Feb.
21 and March 14, loca-
tions to be announced.

Founded in 1990,
the Sacramento Valley
Conservancy’s mission
is to preserve the beauty,
character, and biodiver-
sity of the Sacramento
Valley landscape by pro-
tecting and stewarding
natural and working lands,
and scenic open spaces
for the benefit of current
and future generations.
From oak woodlands to
vernal pools and river cor-
ridors, Sacramento Valley
Conservancy collaborates
with willing landowners
and community partners to
preserve the lands that sus-
tain wildlife, provide local
food, and offer outdoor
recreation and educa-
tion. Sacramento Valley
Conservancy is a nation-
ally accredited land trust
and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

On Dec. 27 the Sacramento Kings
treated the hometown fans to a post-Christ-
mas treat with a stirring 113-107 victory
over the visiting Dallas Mavericks. It was
a reminder that although Dallas is a nota-
ble team with playoff intentions, the Kings
have the talent to match up nightly with
any team in the NBA. They have demon-
strated this repeatedly, but the conundrum
has been a complete lack of consistency as
it relates to game over game results.

Why, you ask? The singular question that
begs for an answer.

Injuries have played a role to be cer-
tain, but every NBA club must contend
with injuries.

If I had to answer this question as hon-
estly as I could, I would turn to the one
player on this year’s squad that has the
greatest impact and that is none other than
Domantas Sabonis. Over the past 3 ' sea-
sons Domantas hasn’t just led the NBA
in rebounding and double-doubles, he’s
been the singular stabilizing influence on
a team that needs a leader like none-other.
Sabonis’ nightly consistent reinforcement
of the fundamentals in playing the paint the
old-fashioned way, gives every player on
the floor a boost of confidence.

Domantas has a motor that just won’t
quit, and his enthusiasm for the game of
basketball is simply contagious. Players
want to play with this guy, and former King
Jonas Valanciunas was vocal in his admi-
ration for Sabonis and his desire to play
alongside the Kings big man.

Unfortunately, the Kings did not value
the talent that Valanciunas brought to the
floor and allowed him to walk out the back
door. Denver did not hesitate to provide
their multiple MVP center Nikola Jokic
with a resplendent backup, and Valanciunas
has thrived this season in his new role.

The number one problem the Kings
have had to face this season is not hav-
ing Domantas on the floor, and their record
shows it. 8 wins in 35 contests matches
the worst start for an NBA season in the
Sacramento Kings franchise history, and
this is not a record you want to be a part
of. Getting Sabonis back on the floor will
be the first step in establishing what this
year’s team really is, but the Kings face a
real dilemma.

SACRAMENTO

'

GM Scott Perry is making noises that
this year’s team is about to receive a com-
plete face lift, and Domantas Sabonis name
has been mentioned or at least rumored in
possible trade rumors. That would be mis-
take of herculean proportions.

Breaking news, the grass is not always
greener on the other side.

Do you not remember what the orga-
nization did just one year ago when it
inexplicably sent face of the franchise
DeAaron Fox to the San Antoinio Spurs?

DO NOT trade Domantas Sabonis. Draw
a line in the sand, NOW, and build around
a player that gets fans on their feet every
game!

Stop trading away talent that makes
other NBA teams stronger such as Davion
Mitchell, DeAaron Fox, Issac Jones, and
Boston Celtic starting center Neemias Queta.
Yes, Neemias Queta, that the Kings had the
good sense to draft 39th overall in the 2021
NBA draft and then send him to the G league
where he thrived.

Fans saw something in this raw rookie and
gave him more votes than any other King
when it came to All-star voting that season.

The front office saw things differently
and waived Queta in August 2023, and
he was immediately scooped up by the
Boston Celtics. Signed to a 2-way con-
tract, Queta went on to help Boston win
and NBA championship that same sea-
son and has since worked his way up to
become this year’s starting center. In the
recent 120-106 loss to the Celtics, Queta
provided the Kings with an up front and
personal look at why their decision to let
him go should have been reconsidered.
Queta held down the paint efficiently all
night, while posting 13 points, 5 rebounds,
and 3 big blocks.

Simply stated, the Sacramento Kings
must stop giving away valuable NBA tal-
ent and find someone in the organization
that can effectively grade players and
determine who is and who is not a viable
NBA player.

Stay tuned Kings fans because
Domantas will hopefully return soon, and
then we can see what this team can do with
a true NBA center on the floor.

Happy New Year Kings fans and by all
means do not give up hope! *

New Year May Entertain Political Junkies,
hut Sluggish Economy Deserves the Spotlight

N

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

As the new year begins,
there’s no shortage of political
trends to keep Californians
preoccupied, entertained
or perhaps appalled —
particularly the state’s
transcontinental feud with
President Donald Trump.

There is Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s all-but-announced
campaign for president, cen-
tered on his self-appointed
role of resistor-in-chief to
Trump. As Newsom contin-
ues to troll Trump this year
we may learn whether it con-
tinues to advance Newsom
as a White House frontrun-
ner or becomes tiresome and
off-putting.

As 2025 ended Axios, a
news website, reported that
Newsom'’s potential rivals are
ratcheting up efforts to under-
mine his bid, arguing that, as
a California progressive, he’s
unelectable.

Another point of political
fixation is Newsom’s suc-
cessful effort to gerrymander
California’s 52 congressio-
nal seats to help Democrats
recapture control of the House
in 2026. Whether it works is
a question hanging over his
presidential ambitions.

Still another is the cam-
paign to choose a successor
to Newsom. It so far has
attracted a large contingent
of Democrats without, as
yet, a clear leader. There’s
a theoretical possibility that
with as many as a dozen
Democrats in the field, the

two Republicans could fin-
ish first and second in the
June 2 primary and face each
other for the governorship in
November, despite the GOP’s
very weak standing among
voters.

This year’s election cycle
also promises to be another
showdown of moneyed
interests via dueling ballot
measures, with those either
increasing or decreasing taxes
at the top of the heap.

While political junkies can
feed their habits this year,
the more profound issue that
faces California will be its
moribund economy.

Newsom often brags that
California’s $4 trillion econ-
omy, were it a nation, would
rank fourth in the world.
However, it has seen zero
net job growth since the
COVID-19 pandemic ended
and recently has experienced
employment shrinkage.

More than a million
Californians in the labor force
are jobless and the state’s
unemployment rate, currently
5.6%, has been the highest or
near the highest of any state
for several years.

Employment doldrums
have affected even the state’s
hallmark sectors, most obvi-
ously Southern California’s
withering film and TV pro-
duction industry and the
Bay Area’s high technology
concentration.

The latter has almost sin-
gle-handedly propped up the
state’s economy and gener-
ated a huge portion of tax
revenues, but layoffs have
proliferated as artificial
intelligence is increasingly
employed — a syndrome that
also affects Hollywood.

Stubborn, or even increas-
ing, unemployment makes
it more difficult for state
and local governments to
cover their budget deficits
— thus underpinning the

thrust for tax increases on
state and local ballots. The
sluggish economy also ham-
pers efforts to improve two
of the state’s most press-
ing socioeconomic issues, its
highest-in-the-nation poverty
and homelessness levels.

Even Californians who
have homes and jobs are
feeling the economic pinch.
Combining economic data
with polling results, the
Public Policy Institute of
California recently discov-
ered rising economic angst
among California residents.

“California is one of the
largest economies in the
world, but many work-
ing Californians do not feel
economically secure (and)
they struggle to pay their
bills, save for the future,
and balance the demands of
work and daily life,” PPIC
reported, adding that polling
data “indicate that pessimism
about future economic oppor-
tunity has become even more
pervasive amid recent eco-
nomic volatility.”

As he shifts into pres-
idential campaign mode,
Newsom has every reason
to keep bragging about the
state’s economy. But those
running to replace him and
state legislators should make
2026 the year to recognize
that California has serious
problems, to bore into the
underlying causes and to do
what they can to once again
make California thrive.

History tells us that taking
prosperity for granted —think
Detroit — is an invitation to
economic ruin.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *

Social Security Matters
My Wife Believes She Can Get a Spouse

Benefit While I'm Still Alive; Can She?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: A friend
of my wife told her, and
she believes, she could
receive a Social Security
benefit based on my
SS benefit that I'm cur-
rently receiving while
I’m still alive. I told her
she could only receive
spouse survivor benefits.
Is there any truth to what
she now believes? Would
you settle this issue for
us please? Thank you.

Signed: Uncertain
Husband
Dear Uncertain

Husband: Well, surely
don’t want to get in the
middle of your martial
discussion, but I’ll be
happy to explain Social
Security’s rules about
your wife’s eligibility for
spousal benefits while
you are both still living.
And just for awareness
for both of you, the rules
about spousal benefits
are one of the most con-
fusing areas of Social
Security.

Per Social Security’s
rules, a spouse (e.g.,
your wife) can receive a
“spousal boost” from you
— while you are still liv-
ing — if the SS retirement

benefit she is person-
ally entitled to at her full
retirement age (FRA) is
less than 50% of the SS
retirement benefit you
are (were) entitled to at
your FRA (full retirement
age amounts are used to
calculate living spouse
benefits, regardless of
when each of you actu-
ally claimed your Social
Security).

So, if your FRA enti-
tlement benefit amount
is more than twice your
wife’s FRA entitlement
benefit amount, she can,
indeed, get a “spousal
boost” from your record
while you are both still
living. The spousal boost
is added to her own SS
retirement amount and
will be based on the dif-
ference between her FRA
entitlement and half of
your FRA entitlement.
Thus, in this discussion,
your wife may be cor-
rect - she may be able to
get a spousal boost from
you while both of you
are living, depending on
how your personal FRA
retirement amounts com-
pare. The best way for
your wife to find out is
to contact Social Security
on 1.800.772.1213 to
inquire, and if she’s eli-
gible, also make an
appointment to apply for
her spousal benefit.

And to clarify your
wife’s options as your
possible widow, a sur-
viving spouse can also
get a survivor benefit
if their marital partner
passes away, but only if
the deceased spouse’s
current benefit (at death)
was more than the sur-
viving spouse is already

receiving. The surviv-
ing spouse receives the
higher amount, instead of
their own smaller Social
Security retirement
benefit.

But here is an import-
ant thing to know:
Whenever any Social
Security benefit (includ-
ing a spousal or
surviving spouse bene-
fit) is claimed before the
recipient’s full retire-
ment age, the payment
amount is permanently
reduced (both spousal
and survivor benefits do
not reach maximum until
the recipient’s full retire-
ment age). And just to
complete the picture for
survivor benefits, a sur-
viving spouse is also
entitled to a one-time,
lump-sum death benefit
of $255 if their marital
partner dies, in addition
to any other benefit they
are entitled to.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. *
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For elements of the an-
ti-Israel right, it’s a time
when everything old is
becoming new again. So,
a half-century-old theo-
ry that the Jewish state
deliberately attacked the
USS Liberty during the
Six-Day War has renewed
currency.

Conspiratorial-minded
influencers hostile to Is-
rael, like Tucker Carlson
and Candace Owens, have
promoted the notion, and
it was a topic of discussion
at the recent TPUSA con-
ference. One speaker said
that the official explana-
tion “doesn’t feel like it’s
good enough,” and floated
his own wild speculation
(involving the complicity
of LBJ).

The fact is that the dev-
astating Israeli attack on
the Liberty, killing 34
and wounding 171, was
a woeful case of mistak-
en identification. The se-
ries of faulty judgments
that led to the incident is
so grievous that, taken
altogether, it is, indeed,
nearly incomprehensible.
Yet, when operating with
incomplete information in
a shooting war, such acci-
dents happen all the time.
The Israelis apologized
immediately upon realiz-
ing their ghastly mistake
and offered restitution.

On June 8, 1967, the 6th
Fleet was keeping its dis-
tance from the hostilities
in the Six-Day War, fought
between Israel and Egypt,
Syria and Jordan. The USS
Liberty, a spy ship, had
come within 13 nautical
miles of the Sinai coast,
though. It requested a de-

No, the USS Liberty
Incident Wasn’t
Israeli Treachery

stroyer escort, which was
denied, and orders to the
Liberty to withdraw about
100 miles from the front
were delayed in a commu-
nications tangle.

That morning, an am-
munition dump ignited in
the coastal city of El-Arish
in the Sinai, and the Israe-
lis (wrongly) believed the
location had been shelled
by Egyptian ships. The Is-
raeli navy spotted the Lib-
erty heading toward Egypt
and (wrongly) concluded
it had been one of the at-
tackers. Two Israel Mirage
jets saw no identifying
markings on the Liberty
(a later U.S. inquiry spec-
ulated that the flag might
not have been visible for
lack of wind) and strafed
the ship. More Israeli jets
napalmed the Liberty.

The absence of return
fire puzzled the Israelis,
who paused to ensure they
weren’t hitting an Israeli
vessel. Assured it wasn’t
one of their own, they re-
newed the assault.

Still uneasy, they looked
for identifying mark-
ers again. They saw no
flag, but made out Latin,
not Arabic, letters on the
hull. That strongly sug-
gested the vessel wasn’t
Egyptian.

Yet, a squadron of Is-
raeli torpedo boats deter-
mined that the Liberty’s
silhouette matched an
Egyptian supply ship. A
request for identification
from the Liberty received
no affirmative reply.

The Liberty’s captain or-
dered his men not to shoot
at the torpedo boats, but
one gunner briefly fired
and there were further dis-
charges from exploding
ammunition. Believing

they were taking incoming
from an Egyptian ship, the
torpedo boats requested
permission to fire and got
reluctant assent. A torpedo
slammed into the Liberty,
blowing a hole 24 feet tall
by 39 feet wide and kill-
ing more than two dozen
sailors.

Eventually, an Israeli
torpedo boat picked up a
raft from the Liberty with
U.S. naval markings and
the Israelis realized their
tragic error. They apol-
ogized instantly to U.S.
naval attache Ernest Carl
Castle, and an Israeli he-
licopter attempted to take
him out to the Liberty (the
effort was foiled by dark-
ness). The Israeli torpedo
boats offered assistance
to the Liberty, which was
rebuffed.

As Michael Oren points
out in his history of the
Six-Day War, none of the
common conspiracy the-
ories makes sense. There
was no way that Israel --
desperate for U.S. support
and wary of Soviet enmity
-- was going to make an
act of war against a friend-
ly superpower. Nor did Is-
rael need, as is sometimes
posited, to hide its gains
in the Sinai from the U.S.,
or its plans to hit Syria. It
hadn’t executed Egyptian
POWs, so that didn’t jus-
tify a murderous cover-up,
either.

Both official Israeli and
U.S. investigations deter-
mined that the attack was
a friendly fire incident, but
for Israel and the Jews in
the current environment,
the truth is no defense.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08821
Amy Dorene Kelly, 7435 Fairway
Two Avenue #16, Fair Oaks, CA
95628 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Notary Services By Amy” 7435
Fairway Two Avenue #16, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

December 5, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
NOTARY 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08829
Sue Her, 1401 21st #13747,
Sacramento, CA 95811 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Image Worth
Studios” 1401 21t #13747,
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 5, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
IMAGE 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08625
PDC Technology, Inc., 2377
Gold Meadow Way #10, Gold
River, CA 95670 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “PDC Tech”
2377 Gold Meadow Way #10,
Gold River, CA 95670. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 24, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
PDC 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08759
Dani’s Helping Hands, Inc., 108
Remington Drive, Folsom, CA
95630 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Dani’'s Helping Hands 2” 108
Remington Drive, Folsom, CA
95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

3,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
DANIS 1-0-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08630
MPJ Laundry Services, 5412
Madison Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95841 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Sac Suds Laundry”
5412 Madison Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 25, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
SUDS 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08815
Holman Investments LLC, PO
Box 984, Sutter Creek, CA
95685 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)

“Montressal ee/Montressalee
Enterprises” 10416 Investment
Circle, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
4,2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
MONTRESSA 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08862
Lissy Alex, 400 Fisher Circle,
Folsom, CA 95630 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Kerala
Emporium” 400 Fisher Circle,
Folsom, CA 95630. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

December 8, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
KERALA 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-07980
Sprout Automotive, LLC, 300 E.
Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe,
AZ, 85281 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Carvana Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram” 3610 Fulton
Avenue, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County October 27,

2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
CARVANA 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08565
KND Jumparound LLC,
10499 Ambassador  Drive,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
is doing business under the

Fictitous Business Name(s)
“‘KND  Jumparound” 10499
Ambassador Drive, Rancho

Cordova, CA 95670. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County
November 20, 2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026

KND 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08769
Michael Aurelio and Eileen
Aurelio, 7361 Verdugo Way,
Sacramento, CA 95842 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Love ME
Salon Suite” 7401 Winding
Way Suite 3, Fair Oaks, CA
95628. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

3,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
LOVE 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08902
Brian Night King, 4337 Garden
Oak Court, Sacramento, CA
95841 is doing business un-
der the Fictitous Business
Name(s) “Redline Environmental
Services” 4337 Garden Oak
Court, Sacramento, CA
95841. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

9,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
REDLINE 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08850
K2 Restoration and
Environmental Inc, 5704 Dry
Creek Road, Rio Linda, CA
95673 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“K2 Environmental Incorporated”
5704 Dry Creek Road, Rio
Linda, CA 95673. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

December 8, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
K2 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08206
John Gladding, 817 Fratis Street,
Folsom, CA 95630 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Brand
G Design/Brand G Designs”
817 Fratis Street, Folsom, CA
95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

4,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
BRAND 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08764
Strength In Numbers of CA, Inc,
7909 Walerga Road #112-266,
Antelope, CA 95843 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Strength
In Numbers Company” 7921
Doe Trail Way, Antelope, CA
95843. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

3, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
STRENGTH 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08844
Kimnan H. Ablang and Lance O.
Ablang, 2340 Sunrise Boulevard,
Suite 22, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Howard’s Donuts” 2340 Sunrise
Boulevard, Suite 22, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95670. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

December 8, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
HOWARDS 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08942
Eugene Fedorishin, 9549 River
Rose Way, Sacramento, CA
95827 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Barber Gene” 9549 River
Rose Way, Sacramento, CA
95827. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

10,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
BARBER 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08920
NextDream Innovations
LLC, 7351 Hedge Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95829 is
doing business under the
Fictiious Business Name(s)
“ByteSizeChronicles.COM/
UrbanCompare.COM” 7351
Hedge Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95829. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
9, 2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
BYTE 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08328
Sierra  Logistics  Solutions,
4600 Roseville Road Suite #260,
North Highlands, CA 95660
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)

“Shipsierra.com/Shipurwhip.
com” 4600 Roseville Road Suite
#260, North Highlands, CA
95660. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November
10, 2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026

SHIP 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08919
Andrew Nelson Nevins, 5820
Fair Oaks Boulevard, Unit 232,
Sacramento, CA 95608 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “T.R. Fig”
5820 Fair Oaks Boulevard,
Unit 232, Sacramento, CA
95608. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

9,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
FIG 1-9-26

is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Bombay Bar and Gril” 1315
21t Street, Sacramento, CA
95811. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
10, 2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
BOMBAY 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08832
Yasir Alfatayir, 3033 Olive Glen
Court, Sacramento, CA 95821
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Yas Locksmith” 3033 Olive
Glen Court, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

5,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
YAS 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09000
Terry Richard Joseph, 101
Withington Avenue, Rio Linda,
CA 95673 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) “Explicit Mechanical
Services” 101 Withington
Avenue, Rio Linda, CA

95673. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
11,2025

Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
EXPLICIT 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08984
Verdandi Group, LLC, 1651
Response Road Suite 350,
Sacramento, CA 95815 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Callidora
Cosmetics” 1651 Response
Road Suite 350, Sacramento,
CA 95815. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

11,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
CALLIDORA 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08989
Medic Health LLC, 65 Quinta
Court Suite D, Sacramento, CA
95823 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Medic” 65 Quinta Court Suite
D, Sacramento, CA 95823. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 11, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
MEDIC 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08868
Auto Star, LLC, 5850 Franklin
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA
95824 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Auto  Star” 5850 Franklin
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA
95824. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

8,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
AUTO 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09031
Manish Sehgal, 4870 Watseka
Way, Sacramento, CA 95835
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Sehgal Trucking” 4870
Watseka Way, Sacramento, CA
95835. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

12,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2,9, 16, 2026
SEHGAL 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08778
Steven Weaver. 1571
Waterwheel Drive #6,
Sacramento, CA 95833 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Sub2loans”
1571 Waterwheel Drive #6,
Sacramento, CA 95833. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 3, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
SuB 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08933
KB'S Mart LLC, 12400 Fair Oaks
Boulevard #511, Fair Oaks, CA
95628 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Pows of Prosperity Custom
Prints/POPCustomPrints” 12400
Fair Oaks Boulevard #511, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

December 9, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
POWS 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09024
David Rapaport and Estee
Rapaport, 9224  Sweetdale
Court, Sacramento, CA 95829
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“JelyBee  Toffee/Jelly  Bee
Toffee” 9224 Sweetdale Court,
Sacramento, CA 95829. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 12, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
JELLYBEE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08718
MK Elevated LLC, 1401 21
Street Suite R, Sacramento, CA,
95812 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Let Mommy Sleep Southern
California” 9787 Mojave
Mountain Street, Las Vegas, NV
89166. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

1,2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
LET 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09029
Naomi Scott and Kristopher
Scott, 10841 Ballantrae Way,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Dough It Up! Bakery” 10841
Ballantrae Way, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95670. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

December 12, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
DOUGH 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08660
Infinite Life Source, LLC, 1401
21t Street, Suite R, Sacramento,
CA 95811 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The Ancient Soul”
1401 21t Street, Suite R,
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 25, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2,9, 2026
ANCIENT 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08938
Joshua raymond, 17 Avenida
2101, Guatemala Zona 15,
01015 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“East branch financial inst’ 17
Avenida 2101, Guatemala Zona
15, 01015. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

10, 2025
Publish: Dec 19, 26, Jan 2, 9, 2026
EAST 1-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08969
Bombay Giill Inc, 861 Barros
Drive, Sacramento, CA 95835

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09061
Lilit Simonyan, 11079 Yakima
River Court, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Mademoiselle Spa &
Wellness Center’ 11079 Yakima
River Court, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

15, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
SPA 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08729
Philana Tauriette Boyd, 6149
Jeanine Drive, Sacramento, CA
95842 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“True Presence Counseling”
7996 Old Winding Way #310,
Fair Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

December 2, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2,9, 16, 2026
TRUE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08596
Diana Russell, 1329 Howe

Avenue, Suite 100-3,
Sacramento, CA 95825 is
doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Gilded Beauty Spa” 1329
Howe Avenue, Suite 100-3,
Sacramento, CA 95825. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento
County November 21, 2025

Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026

GILDED 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08946
Howe Bout LLC, 1537 Howe
Avenue, Suite 118, Sacramento,
CA 95825 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Howe Bout Nails
Salon” 1537 Howe Avenue,
Suite 118, Sacramento, CA
95825. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

10, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
HOWE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09081
Mercedes Ramirez, 2781
Bridgeford Drive, Sacramento,
CA 95833 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “La Columna Barber &
Beauty Salon” 2108 EI Camino
Avenue, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

16, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
BARBER 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08973
Pentabridge LLC, 9502 Village
Tree Drive, Elk Grove, CA
95758 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“MSS Matching Support
Services” 3550 Watt Avenue
Suite 190-2, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

10, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
MSS 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08987
Ledger and Bean Collective LLC,
4239 Erie Court, Santa Clara, CA
95054 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Ledger  and Bean/Active
Scoops” 1401 21t Street Suite
R, Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 11, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
LEDGER 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-07707
Yordanos Beyene, 8028
Tetotom Parkway, Antelope, CA
95843 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Adeli Kitchen/Tesi Adel” 4900
Madison Avenue Suite B,
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County October 15, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
ADELI 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09084
Quierra Trammel, 7643 Van
Maren Lane, Citrus Heights, CA
95621 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Golden State Events/Golden
State Event Company” 7643 Van
Maren Lane, Citrus Heights, CA
95621. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

12,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
GOLDEN 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09044
G. Boparai MD LLC, 44
Brightwood Circle, Danville, CA
94506 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Med Center Medical Clinic”
6600 Madison Avenue Suite 7,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 12, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
MED 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09019
A La Zen Homes, 585 Grand
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95838
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) “A
La Zen Homes/Zen Homes” 581
Grand Avenue, Sacramento, CA
95838. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
12,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
ZEN 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08719
A2Z Specialty Solutions, 50 Iron
Point Circle Suite 140, Folsom,
CA 95630 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “A2Z Solutions” 50 Iron
Point Circle Suite 140, Folsom,
CA 95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

1,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
A2Z 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08259
Fallon Golf Inc., 11511 Folsom
Boulevard, Rancho Cordova, CA
95742 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
‘iFit Gol” 11511  Folsom
Boulevard, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95742. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

5,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
IFIT 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09105
James Emest Ballas, 2845 37"
Street #16, Sacramento, CA
95817 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“A1 Response Lock-n-Key” 2845
37" Street #16, Sacramento, CA
95817. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

17,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
Al 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09073
Esteban Alberto Estrada Corella,
5416 Jackson Street Apt 18,
North Highlands, CA 95660
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Onyx Auto Glass” 5416 Jackson
Street Apt 18, North Highlands,
CA 95660. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

15,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
ONYX 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08970
Osvaldo Ezequiel Gonzalez,
4741 Camino Royale Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95823 is
doing business under
the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “OGP Landscaping
Maintenance” 4741 Camino
Royale Drive, Sacramento, CA
95823. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

10, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
OGP 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08447
Car Mall LLC, 6538 Twin Park
Drive, Citrus Heights, CA 95621
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Car Mall Auto Sales” 6538 Twin
Park Drive, Citrus Heights, CA
95621. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

14,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16,2026
CAR 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08396
Roberto Evan Delgado and
Zoe Woomer, 9109 Castlebar
Way, Sacramento, CA 95826
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) “Ink
Worms Printing Services” 9109
Castlebar Way, Sacramento,
CA 95826. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

12,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
INK 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09068
Origin  Solar USA Inc, 910
Pleasant Grove Boulevard #353,
Rosevale, CA 95678 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business  Name(s)  “Origin
Solar USA” 9198 Greenback
Lane #200, Orangevale, CA
95662. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

15, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
ORIGIN 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09093
Gabriel Gutierrez, 2756
Primo Way, Sacramento, CA
95833 is doing business un-
der the Fictiious Business
Name(s) “GGB Services” 2756
Primo Way, Sacramento, CA
95833. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

16, 2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
GGB 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08578
Aziz Kadirov, 6052 Landis
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
and Aleksandr Girzhu, 8344
Wildflower Way, Antelope, CA
95843 and Elijah Kibukevich,
5055 Road 66 NE, Moses Lake,
WA 98837 and Vladimir Chuguy,
8045 Mariposa Avenue, Citrus
Heights, CA 95610 and Llona
Koval, 4800 NE 118" Court,
Vancouver, WA 98682 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “The Acts
Academy” 5031 Jackson
Street, North Highlands, CA
95660. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

21,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
ACTS 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08985
JMBN Inc, 3444 Garfield
Avenue. Carmichael, CA 95608
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Margolis Gaming Labs” 3444
Garfield Avenue. Carmichael,
CA 95608. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

11,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
MARGOLIS 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09038
Tyree Jovan Montgomery, 1068
Hayer Circle, Rio Linda, CA
95673 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Vantage View Security Group”
1068 Hayer Circle, Rio Linda,
CA 95673. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

12,2025
Publish: Dec 26, Jan 2, 9, 16, 2026
VANTAGE 1-16-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09134
Foxyea Inc., 3104 O Street #390,
Sacramento, CA 95816 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business  Name(s)  “Video
Streaming Services Company”
211 Lathrop Way Suite E,
Sacramento, CA 95815. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 18, 2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
VIDEO 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08779
Gabriel Carstens, 7848 Gull
Way, Antelope, CA 95843 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Suave
Focus” 7848 Gull Way, Antelope,
CA 95843. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December 3,

2025
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026
SUAVE 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09160
Connor Sheeran and Natalie
Sheeran, 1401 21%t Street Suite

R, Sacramento, CA 95811 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “gelico” 1401
21t Street Suite R, Sacramento,
CA 95811. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
19, 2025

Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
GELICO 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09008
Christina  Jorgensen, 7300
Fairytale Street, Citrus Heights,
CA 95621 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Serene Sage
Creations” 7300 Fairytale Street,
Citrus Heights, CA 95621. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 11, 2025
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026
SERENE 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09018
Maya Juhl, 9270 EIm Avenue,
Orangevale, CA 95662 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Fusion
Emoto” 9270 EIm Avenue,
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 12, 2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
FUSION 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09207
Borhany LLC, 3720 Marconi Avenue,
Avenue, Sacramento, CA
95821 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “AAA (Advanced Adult
Assistance/Alfaro Ranch” 3720
Marconi Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

22,2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
AAA 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09214
Mark Allen Burris, P.O. Box
1173, Folsom, CA 95763 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business  Name(s) “Urban
Mosaic/Average Faulty Human”
1141 Newmark Way, Folsom,
CA 95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

22,2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
URBAN 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-08507
Valerii Stuparyk, 3348 Chiswell
Way, Sacramento, CA 95827
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“FixMate LV” 3348 Chiswell Way,
Sacramento, CA 95827. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 18, 2025
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026
FIXMATE 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09164
Ella Sushinskaya, 2958
Logansport Way, Sacramento,
CA 95835 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “MP Motors” 2958
Logansport Way, Sacramento,
CA 95835. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

19,2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
MP 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09006
Poopaw Solutions, LLC, 2108
N Street #9445, Sacramento,
CA 95816 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Taho Haus” 2108 N
Street #9445, Sacramento, CA
95816. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

11,2025
Publish: January 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026
TAHO 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09297
Girls Dad LLC, 910 2 Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “AAA Priority
Jet Detailing” 910 2™ Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 26, 2025
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
AAA 1-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09312
Jeries Abusada, 2329 Fulton
Avenue Suite B, Sacramento,
CA 95825 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Foxline Auto Sales”
2329 Fulton Avenue Suite B,
Sacramento, CA 95825. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 26, 2025
Publish: January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
FOXLINE 1-30-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09163
Alexander Dagoberto Cruz, 8501
Middlesax Way, Sacramento,
CA 95828 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Health Inspection
Preparedness Evaluation
Consulting/Hipe Consulting”
8501 Middlesax Way,
Sacramento, CA 95828. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 19, 2025
Publish: January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
HEALTH 1-30-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2025-09351
MSG Limited Liability Company,
PO Box 160231, Sacramento,
CA 95816 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The Frenchy Gourmet”
1714 21t Street, Unit 102,
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 29, 2025
Publish: January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
FRENCHY 1-30-26

MPG
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS
TR & PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
g line under your
SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

Superior Landscape Services

Landscaping and Maintenance

v One Time Clean Ups
v Lawn Aerate
v Dethatch
v Sprinkler Repair

« Sprinkler Repair/install * Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming = Fertilizing

Insured

Lic#794551]

(916) 728-5812 » Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner » dave SLS@surewest.net

N e Weire/#ilinithef#2ibusinesSiscG:: W

Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

GREENWAY TREE SERVICE

Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning,
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

SMOOT LANDSCAPING

/ N\
; 1__}:‘__" 4 ¢ Drought tolerant TRACTOR SERVICE
o * Mowing * Rototilling

* Discing ¢ Scraper/Loader

Call

(916) 991-8431

M landscape
' Low voltage lighting
=4 * Garden renovations
* Concrete and stone

B * Consultations
available

916.454.1300

www.SmootLandscaping.com ¢ Contractor License #633224

Free Estimates
W~ Competative Prices

~ Licensed and Insured

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl

= New Instollation & Repairs | * Sand_& Finish |Q
Family Tradition Since 1957 | « Repairs e
Lic. 4794448 = New Installations

= Recoating

Mary Shyer <%
Neighborhood Dog Walker

:[=] Email: )
= shyermary9@gmail.com

Phone:

(916) 281-9442 0,

Rover: N
www.rover.com/sit/marys07242

Qfﬂf, Rio Linda Eye Care §=

Laser Surgery * Eye Glasses * Contact Lenses

¢ Eyewear for Computer Users

Dt. William Fleischmann
(916) 991-8444

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 Rio Linpa BLvp., Surte B, Rio LiNnpa

FULL RANGE OF FLAT &
ROOFING SERVICES npA FLAT ROOF

sacramentohardwood.com

1.800.725.3320 916.342.6596

Reading &
Spelling

RestoreYourHome.com

Quality, Service and Craftsmanship

G{M%@w

5 Specialist o New Construction  Leak Repairs John W Rouse Il
. . e Waterproofing ¢ Top-Grade Materials
e , rewiredtoread.com * Experienced ¢ Reliable ¢ Honest Pricing Kitchens. baths. h fons. interior h
916-664-6805 * Excellent Customer Service N S0 e [ome TenovAons, I erior ot

remodeling, windows, doors, floors, cabinets, tile,
countertops, electrical, plumbing, finish carpentry

916.342.6596 ¢ johnflooring @aol.com

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

We take pride in completing
every project on time and
to the highest standards.

Call Today!
(916) 267-5026

ME ON YOUR BUSINESS

LeAna Splettstoesser AA, AS, M.A.
26 Years Experience

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

=
| S e L e o TR &
§ B 1 g = :
:5:& ‘_" Li | o ': b 4: F:h \

SR e e T

i .fg"" F._. : g
Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

Pick-up & Delivery www.SHANEIL.com

MORE T

_.,; i )

..and less time
managing
payroll

FREE PAYROLL PROCESSING FOR ONE MONTH IF YOU CALL NOW!

PmnAcre 916-760-7227

CMPLOYCD SCRVICCS -
i i www.pinnacleh ro.com

Tty

gl

Messenger Publishing Group
ﬁ Facebook: @MPG8dotcom

Since 1989

Advertise in your local community newspaper

LOCGI CIGSSiﬁECIS Call 916-773-1111

Hall Rentals Hall Rentals Landscaping Landscaping Room Wanted
_ q
r o

Tree Service

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?

Call
(916) 773 1111

ol
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 916-773-1111

GOT LOCAL NEWS2

call (916) 773 1111

one. It provides an authentic,
jitter-free boost that appeals to
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have
avoided them due to artificial
ingredients or harsh effects.
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Amencan Canstrction & Property
Maintemance Comparry

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

1916)612-0776

Lic®690968

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!
***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic.#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Advertising Works!

Event hall for rent. 2,800 sq. CREATE YOUR Elderly man looking for
: Jowy VFW Post 6158 ft. Coffee bar. Pleanty of park- PARADISE YARD SERVICE furnished room to rent. BP TREE
ey HOOKER ing. Saturday and Sunday. ONE-TIME CLEANUP $600 - $800. Call Scott (916) SERVICES |.|.C
¢ FISHING cLUB : $500. 5809 Gibbons Dr. Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul| ~ 910-4796. ) .
o ﬁ (916) 470-7323. N NEED: Landscaping bark? (2
ur fisning interests are ? b
Trout, Kokanee, Help Wanted : Guters cleaned m B
Salmon, and Stripers - Light fence work? ONE TIME YARD CLEAN. )
_ 8990 Kruithof Wa Winter Yard Cleanups, CALL 916/205-9310 i 4
Monthly Breakfast Meetings Y, <]y International 7 '\ UPS, Tree trimming, shrub
i Fair Oaks. CA I\‘ p MARKET c“'”_l-"“m I-ﬂ”'is':_ﬂ pe \ or 916/627-9000f | trimming, weeds removal, TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
2 Spana 7 am ’ Many _Positions are| | DesiawInstallation haulng. DS Landscaping | 1peE TRINIMING SHAPING
Breakfast 8 am. 916-966-1663 Available. Please  no Sprinkler System Music Lessons (916) (11226) FREE ESTIMATE
Rancho Cordova =200" phone calls. Apply in Installs/Repairs, All i
Elk’s Lodge viwR1RR ara/rant-anr-hall/ person. Types Concrete Wark, Guitar Lessons 10% OFF WITH THIS AD
11440 Elks Circle. 10971 Olson Dr. Fence Installation, Beginner to Advanced . $20/ W Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist
Contact Steve Milanovich Retaining Walls- half-hour; $30 full hour. 916- e
(916) 761-6513 AreY Pro? Rangl\ogcsg;%ova’ A”ET::;:'E:]';;“ 507-6658, ~freddiebbalbert@ 91 6.722.6321
Make sure to leave re YOU a Pro- ) " _ gmail.com (12/31/2025) -
a message. Get the e Health/Wellness l?:;t::::: Il|':1||rlfl:!'=lll:.l Roofing S t BPH::/S'\:/:;’TI:::A;S'“
Join s, we took forward | | word out! <&~ ;g Residential/ commercial uppor Calformia Contrctors L #1036031
) il XOSIALX — Get Social. B . .
@l_[ WUl | SErToNAL XILERATE & American Landscape Design BERNARDINO
~'5|  redefining energy for every- B Installabion. Est 1987 ROOFING

Our
Military

Buy and
Shop Local!

MPG8.COM

(916) 243-3151

920 Oak Lane, Rio Linda Shopping Center

(Formerly Mar-Val Center)

We are your neighbors

nextdoor

B THE NEWS

Stop by for a visit _ i
nextdoor.com/page/the-rio-linda-news

TheRioLindaNews.com
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats

by Jeff Pickering

Bl B 202s

P S0 1y 3 e

( EVERY TIME T )
PUsH THE ENVELOPE

AT COMES BACK N
"RETURN To $ENDER

by Dave T. Phipps

% WoT's ol YER
| MIND, ME CLIVE?

M ALWAYS S0
NEGATIVE AND: AMGRY,

NO MATTER WHAT,
JUST SEE THE WAYS
THINGS ARENT GONNA
WORK ouT.

MoM ALWAYS STRESSES To
“USE YOUR IMAGINATION.” BUT THAT'S
A SLIPPERY SLOPE WHEN YOURE 9.

SIS PANE SRINYEe. CAn D200

THIS COMING YEAR,
| THINK | WANMA TRY
To BE HOPEFUL AND
WICER, AND SPREAD
POSITIVITY,

1 WANMA PUNCH
SOMEONE NEW
I TH FACE!

-
. 1 1T o Furl IF 9ouR
v}:ﬂ?fr% i GOALS ARE ATTAINABLE!
3 ..‘
sﬁé

;& &)

Out on a Limb

SNOWBIRDS
TAND IN
SHRASOTA.

CARPAT

| |QUITBARKING! IS
| [<oUlL WAKEUP,

“PAAOI §1 quIny | g Fuissiu
S13|pury A5LIJILIE S U9|8Y STIUR] “ WP STURYD °¢
UMD IR SPUI[E] T “1OPIM S1IBY PUNOIR PUBE *[ 1SIOUMIL(C]

Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

“Now | have to go take it all back for the recal!!'-‘

NOW THERE, YOU SEE? DIDN'T
I TELL YOU | WOULD END UP
USING IT SOONER OR LATER?

Classified

Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

PG
MPG

2O |INE NI |W |t

Wi |IN[Olgl= ||

M| |W[2]JO N~

NN |Wl |~ | —

AlWlOl=|O|~NJOI DM

=N JW|N|©
DLW |N[OIMN | —= |00
Nl jw| =N |O |
OIN|=|R]|=DN || W

916.773.1111

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS
MPG

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD  THE GRAMMYS

CLUES

ACROSS

1. Inundated

6. Word before humbug
9. Jim Carrey's 1994
disguise

13. Rough, as in voice
14. Kimono sash

15. Misrepresent

16. Do like ivy

17. Go for the bronze?
18. Poem of lament

19. *Grammy nominee
Bad Bunny's first
language

21. *KPop Demon Hunt-
ers’ nominated song
23. Sought at crime
scene

24. Lord's worker

25. Rob Manfred's org.
28. Jab, in speech
30.*___ .comArena
35. Rowhoat engine, pl.
37.___ gum,ingredient
39. Cowboy's cry of joy
40. Big attraction

41. Spring holiday
honoree

43. Live bait

44, Daytime moth

46. Puerto follower

47. Finger move

48. Colonnade

50. Invitation letters
52. “Zip it!”

53. Trash bag brand
55. Polar helper

57. *Lady Gaga's nomi-
nated album

60. *Tyler of CHROMA-
KOPIA, with The

64. Prejudiced one

65. Busy one

67. Do penance

68. Approves

69. Make a mistake

70. Sans-____ font

71. "1, Claudius” role
72. Jack and Jill did this
73.Changesto a
manuscript

DOWN

1. Parentheses, e.g.

2. “Star Trek” speed

3. Away from port

4. Not be frugal

5. What TikTokers are often
doing

6. This and that

7. Legal grp.

8. Door holder

9. Mix together

10. Away from wind

11. Leo or Libra, e.g.

12. *Wonder's “Songs in
the ___ of Life,” Album of
Year (1977)

15. Where bats are?

20. Eurasian goat-like
antelope

22. Middle-earth dweller
24. Pelican or albatross,
e.g.

25. Person in an ad

26. One of Florida Keys
27. Health food pioneer of
liquid aminos fame

29. *Nominated “Drop
Dead Years” comedian
Bill

31. Swerves

32. Sound units

33. Synagogue scroll

34. Zing or pizzazz

36. *Justin Bieber’s nomi-
nated song

38. Fabled fliers

CROSSWORD
7

Consemer Celluler Inc, For pror

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE GI590

im0 detals please call B88-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

42. Red one, send some-
body over!

45. Unalienable ones

are in the Declaration of
Independence

49, Draft pick

51. Give satisfaction

54. Spot for prehistoric fly
56. Doomed

57. *MCA, Ad-Rock and
____ D, Grammy-winning
Beastie Boys

58. Culture-growing turf
59. Walk-the-dog toy

60. What concerning

and discernable have in
common

61. *Nine-time Gram-
my-nominated Amos

62. Fonzie's comeback: “Sit

63. Whistle blowers
64.*__ Iver of SABLE,
fABLE fame

66. Historical period

[ 2 call today and receive a"""“‘*%:
“— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
| el PLUS $1600 OFF
\,S\,-f-%{iﬁusjtgg 1-855-576-5653
T o sy e e e R
5 2 6|3
8 7
6 8 312 7
1 4
3 7
9 5
7 415 6 1
7 5
113 4 9

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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Republic FC Adds Two Local
Standouts on USL Academy Contracts

Sacramento Republic FC
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Republic FC
announced Dec. 19 the addition of acad-
emy players Luke Strassburg and Rohan
Chivukula to the club’s first team ros-
ter. The defenders have signed USL
Academy contracts, pending league and
federation approval and will be eligible
to play in first team matches in 2026.

“These signings reflect the strength of
our pathway and commitment to devel-
oping local talent,” said Republic FC
Head Coach Neill Collins. “Bringing
academy players into the first team
environment prepares them for the next
level and we have no doubt that Luke
and Rohan will continue to represent the
academy well during training camp and
throughout the season.”

Strassburg and Chivukula both cur-
rently play for Republic FC’s U-19
academy team, which has opened up the
2025-26 campaign with an impressive
9-1-1 record.

Eighteen-year-old Rohan Chivukula
joined Republic FC’s academy in 2024
to take the next step in his develop-
ment. He quickly became a key piece of
the U-19’s backline and in Chivukula’s
first year, the squad posted an overall
record of 16-3-3 and won the Northwest
Division of MLS NEXT before advanc-
ing to the Round of 32 in the postseason.
The Folsom High School graduate pre-
viously featured for El Dorado Hills
Soccer Club and Sacramento United,
and will play at the collegiate level for
American University in the fall of 2026.

Strassburg is a longtime member of
the Indomitable Club. The Elk Grove
native joined at the U-13 level in 2020

LUKE STRASSBURG

USL ACADEMY

DEFENDER
ROHAN CHIVUKULA

1L

Strassburg and Chivukula both currently play for Republlc FC’s U-19 academy team, which

has opened up the 2025-26 campaign with an impressive 9-1-1 record. Photo courtesy of Sacramento

Republic FC

and has since featured in every age
group in the last five years. He has
been a part of some of the top teams

in club history, reaching MLS NEXT
Cup each season. During the 2023-
24 season, Strassburg and the U-16

team went undefeated in 29 straight
games from September in April, and
in 2025 his U-17 team claimed three
wins in the MLS NEXT Cup Playoffs
to advance to the Semifinals — the best
finish by a Republic FC squad since
2022. He has also received multiple
invitations to U.S. Soccer ID camps
and training camps. Prior to joining
Republic FC, Luke played for the San
Jose Earthquakes’ youth academy and
Sacramento United. He has committed
to play at San Diego State in the fall of
2026.

USL Academy contracts allow acad-
emy players the chance to train and
compete with the first team in profes-
sional matches while retaining their
NCAA eligibility. Since its inception in
2015, Republic FC’s Academy has cre-
ated a strong, local pipeline of youth
players ready for professional-level
competition, with over 40 players earn-
ing the opportunity to join the first team
on USL Academy contracts and over 25
going on to sign professional contracts
with Republic FC or other clubs. In
2024, players from Sacramento’s youth
academy combined for 80 gameday ros-
ter selections, 56 appearances, and over
3,000 minutes.

Republic FC’s 2026 season offi-
cially kicks off on March 7 when the
club hosts FC Tulsa at Heart Health
Park. Season ticket memberships are
on sale now, offering a range of bene-
fits including discounts on merchandise
and access to exclusive fan experi-
ences, as well as priority seat selection
in the new Republic Stadium at The
Railyards. For more information, or
to purchase a membership today, visit
SacRepublicFC.com/Memberships. *

Carter Begins Assembling
Staff with Initial Round of Hires

Sacramento State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento
State head coach Alonzo Carter named
several assistant coaches and staff per-
sonnel to his staff, it was announced
Dec. 30. The hirings include offensive
coordinator Eric Kiesau, defensive coor-
dinator Adam Clark, associate head coach
Angus McClure and general manager
Jon Osterhout. Carter also retained Kris
Richardson as the offensive line coach/run
game coordinator, Bobby Fresques as the
quarterbacks coach/pass game coordinator
and Josh Brown as the safeties coach. In
all, the staff will feature over 300 years of
cumulative coaching experience.

Kiesau has served as the offensive
coordinator at Fresno State, Boise State
and Auburn during his lengthy collegiate
career. He spent the past three seasons
as an offensive quality control coach at
Florida.

His offensive staff will include
Richardson and Fresques who return for
their eighth year with the program and
have seen the team qualify for the NCAA
FCS Playoffs four times. Richardson has
mentored several FCS All-Americans,
including current Tennessee Titan Jackson
Slater. This past season, his group paved
the way for a rushing attack which ranked
third in the FCS with 365.4 rushing
yards per game. In his time leading the
Sacramento State quarterbacks, Fresques
has guided FCS All-Americans Kevin
Thomson and Asher O'Hara, as well as
Jake Duniway and Carson Conklin.

Former Sacramento State offen-
sive lineman and assistant coach Angus
McClure will return to campus as the
associate head coach and work with the
offensive line. Since leaving Sacramento

il
Sacramento State head coach Alonzo Carter named several assistant coaches and staff
personnel to his staff. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

State, McClure has had stints at Nebraska,
Buffalo, UCLA, Nevada and Kansas.

Eric Scott will serve as the team's wide
receivers coach. Scott has spent the last
two seasons as the head coach at West LA
Junior College. Prior to taking that posi-
tion, Scott was the wide receivers coach
and passing game coordinator at San Jose
State from 2021-23 where he worked
alongside Alonzo Carter.

On defense, Adam Clark will come
to Sacramento State after leading the
defense at Northern Arizona for the past
two seasons. In his first season, NAU
ranked second in the Big Sky and 12th in
the FCS in interceptions. The unit also led
the league in pass defense and was second
in total defense.

Brown will shift to coach the safeties
in 2026 after leading the team's lineback-
ers this past season. During the year, he
overcame several injuries to his position
group to have three players rank among
the top five on the team in total tackles.

That included Oscar Moore who led the
team with 69 total stops. Brown has also
coached at McNeese, UTEP, Hawaii,
Nevada, Cal Poly, Kansas and Arizona
State during his career.

Kenwick Thompson will coach the
linebackers and brings experience as an
FCS defensive coordinator as well as a
position coach at the P4 level. Thompson
was the defensive coordinator at Florida
A&M in 2025 and was previously on Jeff
Tedford's staffs at Cal and Fresno State as
well as stints at San Jose State, Vanderbilt,
East Carolina, UNLV and UAB.

Dakari Monroe will follow Carter
from Arizona to Sacramento State and
will coach the Hornet corners. Monroe
was a defensive graduate assistant for the
Wildcats the past two seasons and helped
the team advance to the Trust & Will
Holiday Bowl against SMU. He played
four seasons at San Jose State where he
twice led the team in interceptions before
a stint with the Kansas City Chiefs.

Milo Austin will serve as Sacramento
State's special teams coordinator. Austin
has held the same role at Elon since
2022 where he has coached an FCS All-
American kicker, punter and kick returner.
He has also been the special teams coor-
dinator at Texas Southern, Delaware State
and Morehead State.

The team's personnel efforts will be
led by former Sacramento State All-
American Jon Osterhout who returns to
campus as the general manager follow-
ing a great career as the head coach at
American River JC. With the Beavers,
Osterhout led the team to an 88-39 overall
record and took the team to seven postsea-
son appearances, including six trips to the
state playoffs. Osterhout was a four-year
starter for Sacramento State on the offen-
sive line where he garnered All-America
honors while leading the way for Charles
Roberts' record-setting rushing efforts.

Chris Parry, who has been on staff
since 2019, will continue to serve as the
assistant general manager. Parry has been
a part of player evaluation, roster con-
struction and scholarship management
during the program's run of success since
his arrival.

Record-setting receiver Otis Amey has
been named the director of player devel-
opment. Amey was an All-American for
Sacramento State and still owns nearly all
the career receiving records. Following
his time as a Hornet, he played with the
San Francisco 49ers as well as stops in the
Arena League and UFL.

Kenny Macklin will remain at
Sacramento State and take the position of
Chief of Staff. CJ Pollard will also return
as the Director of Recruiting.

The additions are the first to the staff
for Carter who became the 14th head
coach in school history on Dec. 15. *

A's Agree to Terms with LF Tyler Soderstrom

Athletics News Release

LAS VEGAS, NEV (MPG) - The
Athletics have agreed to
terms with left fielder Tyler
Soderstrom on a seven-year
contract through the 2032 sea-
son with a club option for
2033, the club announced
Dec. 29.

Soderstrom batted .276 with
25 home runs, 93 RBI and an
.820 OPS in 158 games last sca-
son with the A’s after combining

to hit .204 with 12 home runs,
33 RBI and a .636 OPS in 106
games over his first two sea-
sons. He began the season as
the A’s starting first baseman,
moved to left field (where he
had not played professionally)
when Nick Kurtz was promoted
on April 23, moved back to first
base while Kurtz was on the
injured list from May 25 to June
8, and returned to left field after
that. Soderstrom had a team-lead-
ing 93 RBI, which were the most

by an A’s player 23 years old or
younger since Eric Chavez had
114 in 2001. He had 11 outfield
assists, which tied for third in the
majors, and ranked fourth among
left fielders in defensive runs
saved (10).

Soderstrom is a .250 career hit-
ter with 37 home runs, 126 RBI
and a .754 OPS in 264 games
in three seasons in the majors.
He was the A’s first round selec-
tion in the 2020 First-Year Player
Draft out of Turlock High School

and was primarily a catcher in
his first pro season in 2021. The
24-year-old left-handed hitter
split his time between catcher
and first base in 2022-23, played
mostly first base in 2024 and saw
his most action in 2025 as an
outfielder.

Soderstrom is one of three
players under contract through at
least the 2028 season, when the
A’s are scheduled to open their
new ballpark in Las Vegas. He
joins Lawrence Butler, who inked

a seven-year deal through the
2031 season with a club option
for 2032 on Mar. 10, 2025, and
Brent Rooker, who signed a five-
year contract through 2029 with a
club option for 2030 on Jan. 23,
2025. *
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