
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Despite 
Sacramento Municipal Utility 
District’s decision to walk away 
from a power purchase agreement, 
the developer of the controversial 
Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic Ranch says 
it intends to press ahead, leaving the 
200-megawatt solar project facing an 

uncertain and potentially more com-
plex path forward.

The proposed 1,412-acre solar 
facility would be located on the 
Barton Ranch along Scott Road north 
of Rancho Murieta.

SMUD announced on Jan. 5 that 
it was canceling the power pur-
chase agreement with D.E. Shaw 
Renewable Investments, citing proj-
ect uncertainties, including supply 

chain constraints, rising prices, tar-
iffs, schedule delays, environmental 
impacts and pending litigation.

New York-based DESRI said it 
plans to move forward with the proj-
ect, stating in an emailed response 
cited in a Jan. 7 Sacramento Business 
Journal report that “we are mov-
ing forward with the development.” 
DESRI representatives did not 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Following a divided 
board vote, the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District will 
hold a public hearing on 
whether to declare a water 
emergency: a move that 

would temporarily halt 
new water connections for 
future development.

The district had widely 
advertised that the board 
would hold the hearing 
Jan. 27 at Rancho Murieta 
Community Church on 
Cantova Way. However, 
the district canceled that 
meeting due to a conflict 
with the church and has 

rescheduled the hearing 
for 6 p.m. Feb. 10 at the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club.

Which Developments  
Would be Affected?
If approved, the mora-

torium would apply only 
to the proposed Rancho 
North subdivision, which 
has been reduced from 925 

to 561 lots.
A  water-emergency 

declaration would not 
apply to the Residences 
or Riverview subdivi-
sions, Interim General 
Manager Amelia Wilder 
has confirmed.

In a Jan. 12 email shared 
by Residences developer 
Bob Keil, Wilder wrote: 

Bridge House Café 
Celebrates  
Grand Opening
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CSD to Hold Hearing on 
Development Moratorium

This image appears in a Jan. 15 Substack post by Destination Rancho Murieta, an anonymous group proposing the permanent 
conservation of open spaces instead of a development moratorium. Courtesy photo

Coyote Creek Solar Project 
Faces Uncertain Path Forward

A Sacramento County graphic shows the footprint of the Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic Ranch along Scott Road. SMUD backed out 
of the project on Jan. 5. Courtesy photo

Post Office 
Lobby Hours 

Expected  
to Change

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- An immediate decision to 
reduce lobby hours at the 
Sloughhouse Post Office 
following a break-in dis-
covered Jan. 5 has been 
rescinded … for now.

After a break-in involv-
ing several post office 
boxes was discovered Jan. 
5, the acting postmas-
ter posted a written notice 
advising patrons that lobby 
hours would be reduced. 
The notice stated the lobby 
would close at 8 p.m. 
and reopen at 6:15 a.m., 
and that additional secu-
rity measures were being 
implemented.

However, three days 
later, the acting postmaster 
contacted the River Valley 
Times to say the early clo-
sure was being rescinded 
pending approval from 
headquarters. The lobby is 
typically locked around 11 
p.m. and reopened about 
6:15 a.m.

The acting postmaster 
said she could not provide 
details about the incident 
because it is under inves-
tigation by the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service. She 
also declined to give her 
name, saying she is not 
authorized to speak to the 
press.

She urged residents 
to remain vigilant about 
check ing  the i r  mai l 
regularly. 

“We need to make the 
public aware that they 
should be picking up their 
mail on a daily basis, not 
thinking that it’s not going 
to happen to them,” she 
said.

The acting postmaster 
also encouraged residents 
to sign up for Informed 
Delivery through the U.S. 
Postal Service website. 
Informed Delivery is a free 
service that allows patrons 
to digitally preview their 

Lobby hours are expected to 
change because of a recent 
break-in at the Rancho 
Murieta post office. 
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“The District includes the Residences and 
Riverview in the current population, and 
they are entitled to receive water services 
from the District, should water be avail-
able. You are not subject to the emergency 
declaration.”

Both subdivisions were entitled by 
Sacramento County nearly 20 years ago 
and hold will-serve letters from the dis-
trict. The Residences include 198 lots 
and Riverview 140. However, the dis-
trict has not committed to allowing water 
connections for the second phase of the 
Residences, as discussions continue about 
construction of a third water tank to sup-
plement the Rio Oso Water Tank.

The board has not discussed how it 
would handle water-connection requests 
for the remaining lots at Riverview, which 
is served by the larger Van Vleck tank.

District Posts  
Water-Shortage Statement

At the December board meeting, Keil 
asked Board President John Merchant to 
explain his reasoning for declaring a water 
emergency. Since then, a statement titled 
“Emergency Water Shortage Meeting” has 
been posted on the district’s website.

The statement reads:
“The district underwent significant tran-

sitions in 2025, with water sustainability 
and community development becoming 
our primary areas of focus. As new con-
struction continues, we must address 
critical questions regarding our capacity to 
serve existing residents while accommo-
dating future growth.

“While we historically relied on stud-
ies indicating sufficient supply from the 
Cosumnes River and our reservoir system, 
the draft 2024 Integrated Water Master 
Plan has provided a necessary course cor-
rection: it clarifies that RMCSD lacks 
adequate water to sustain the community 
during drought conditions.

“… A moratorium would provide the 
window necessary to evaluate supply 
augmentation. Our team is currently inves-
tigating new wells, water banking, use of 
Clementia reservoir and the potential con-
version of recycled water for potable use.”

(Editor’s note: The statement is quoted 
as posted on the district website.)

What the  
Planning Documents Show

Several of the supply options cited in 
the district’s statement are addressed in the 

draft 2024 Integrated Water Master Plan or 
related planning documents, though their 
feasibility and timelines vary.

The IWMP evaluates water supply 
under a modeled historic drought compa-
rable to 1977-78. Under those conditions, 
the analysis shows the district would have 
little remaining supply buffer for exist-
ing customers and that full buildout would 
result in significant water shortfalls with-
out new supply sources, additional storage 
or severe demand curtailments. The study 
does not conclude that the district would 
lack sufficient water during typical 
drought years or under average hydrologic 
conditions.

The district has contracted with a 
Folsom-based consulting firm to identify 
potential sites for new groundwater wells, 
a process that is underway. It has also 
resumed efforts to seek state approval to 
convert Clementia from a recreational lake 
into a drinking-water reservoir: a process 
district officials have described as com-
plex, lengthy and potentially requiring 
legislative or regulatory action.

Water banking is identified by state 
officials as a long-term drought-resil-
ience strategy, but one that requires 
planning, permitting, infrastructure and 
water-accounting systems that are still 
being developed statewide, meaning 

implementation typically takes years. 
While the IWMP models expanded use 

of reclaimed water, it limits that analysis 
to non-potable applications such as irriga-
tion and demand reduction and does not 
evaluate recycled wastewater as a future 
drinking-water source, reflecting the reg-
ulatory, technical and timeline constraints 
associated with converting recycled water 
for potable use.

Board Vote and Opposition
At the December meeting, Merchant 

and Directors Linda Butler and Bill Gere 
voted to proceed with a public hearing on 
a water-emergency declaration. Director 
Tim Maybee voted no, and Director Randy 
Jenco voted present. Both Maybee and 
Jenco had previously opposed the action 
at past meetings.

Jenco has repeatedly warned that a 
development moratorium could lead to lit-
igation. In written comments following the 
Sept. 17 vote, he said, “The only result of 
a moratorium will be a rush to lawsuit by 
landowners … The CSD ratepayers will 
end up paying the costs for defending the 
district and all damages incurred.”

Messaging Urges  
Alternative Approach

In a Jan. 15 post, Destination Rancho 
Murieta – an anonymous Substack pub-
lication that describes itself as a group 
of Rancho Murieta residents – urged 
residents to oppose a development mora-
torium and instead pursue permanent land 
conservation. 

The post argued that land acquisition 
would deliver lasting water benefits while 
warning that a moratorium could expose 
ratepayers to litigation costs and stagnate 
property values.

The publication has previously pub-
lished posts aligned with positions taken 
by Rancho Murieta Properties, which 
owns the proposed Rancho North devel-
opment. The post was also shared on 
Nextdoor.

The Substack post did not specify 
whether open space proposed for conser-
vation would be part of the Rancho North 
subdivision. On Dec. 17, 2024, Rancho 
Murieta Properties removed plans to 
develop 136 residential lots around the 
back lakes from its development applica-
tion with the county.

The River Valley Times has not 
been able to identify a spokesperson 
for Destination Rancho Murieta. The 

newspaper emailed Carol Anderson 
Ward, a principal investor in Rancho 
Murieta Properties, seeking clarification 
on whether a conservation proposal would 
proceed if the district declares a water 
emergency and a development morato-
rium. No response had been received as of 
deadline.

Destination Rancho Murieta posted 
again on Jan. 20. It argued that Rancho 
Murieta is not facing an immediate water 
shortage and urges the board to slow down 
and fully analyze legal risks, infrastructure 
funding, impacts on property values and 
district independence, and alternatives like 
land acquisition before declaring a water 
moratorium.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. �  H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”
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CSD to Hold Hearing on Development Moratorium Development 
Moratorium Debate 
Began in July 2024 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Efforts to 
declare a water emergency began in July 
of 2024. This story is online at theriver-
valleytimes.com with links to previous 
coverage. 

2024 Articles
	“Moratorium Petition Drive Launches 

after CSD Board Meeting” on July 17, 
2024 – RVT July 22, 2024. 

“Water Tank, Development Moratorium 
are Topics at Improvements Meeting” on 
Aug. 7. 2024 – RVT Aug 27, 2024. 

“CSD Covers Water Plan, Suit over 
Development Moratorium” on Oct. 16, 
2024 – RVT Oct. 24, 2024. 

2025 Articles
“SOLOS Presents Water Moratorium 

Petitions to CSD” on Dec. 18, 2024 – RVT 
Jan 3, 2025. 

	“CSD Board Tackles Water Issues” on 
March 19, 2025 – RVT March 28, 2025. 

	“Board Votes 3-2 to Begin Water 
Moratorium Process” on Sept. 17, 2025 – 
RVT Sept 22, 2025.

2026 Article
“Community Services District Sets 

Water Emergency Hearing” on Dec. 17, 
2025 – RVT Jan. 9, 2026. � H

Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Board President John Merchant is 
the primary supporter of a development 
moratorium. Before joining the board, 
Merchant and other members of Saving Our 
Lakes & Open Spaces (SOLOS) circulated 
a petition that drew more than 2,000 
signatures. File photo by Gail Bullen
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Bridge House, a new 
café, wine bar and gift 
shop in Murieta Plaza that 
has been operating since 
Nov. 29, marked its official 
grand opening Jan. 10 with 
a daylong celebration.

The event included a 
morning ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, food and drink 
tastings, displays of local 
artists' work, and a live 
jazz performance in the 
evening.

One of the most heartfelt 
moments came at 10 a.m. 
during the ribbon-cutting. 
Founder Deb Brittan and 
fellow principals Michelle 
Stewart, Heather Jenkins 
and Norma Marie Mitchell 
gathered employees behind 
them before snipping the 
ribbon together.

Brittan expressed her 
gratitude to the team and 
the community, thanking 
those who offered encour-
agement, donated time and 
talent, and helped bring the 
project to life. She empha-
sized that the café would 
not have been possible 
“without these beautiful 
people that are standing 
around me.”

Brittan then invited 
Phil Fuller, lead pastor 
of the Rancho Murieta 
Community Church, to 
offer a blessing.

Fuller affirmed Brittan’s 
vision for Bridge House, 
acknowledged the team 
assembled to carry it out, 
and committed the space to 
that purpose. He expressed 
the hope that Bridge 
House would bring the 
community together, fos-
ter connection and hope, 
and help transform lives 
through the people who 
serve there. � H

Bridge House 
Café Celebrates 
Grand Opening

The Rancho Murieta-based Baggs Grove smooth jazz 
ensemble plays during the evening celebration. From left are 
Jeff Jenson, drums; Marc Valencia, bass; Tom Bagley, guitar; 
Jeff Bagley, guitar; and Charles Ross, saxophone.

Cutting the ribbon at the grand opening of the Bridge House Café on Jan. 10 are, from left, Michelle Stewart, Deb Brittan, 
Heather Jenkins and Norma Marie Mitchell.

mail and track packages before they arrive 
at their mailbox or post office box.

Customers who experience mail theft 
should first report it to the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office and obtain a case 

number before reporting the incident to 
the post office, she said.

She also noted that many Rancho 
Murieta residents have security cameras. 

“If they suspect something, they should 
take a video clip of that and bring it to the 

post office and notify the sheriff’s depart-
ment,” she said.

The lobby remains accessible during 
regular business hours, as well as after 
hours on weekdays, weekends and holi-
days. � H

Rancho Murieta artist David Epler poses beside the mural he created for the café’s entryway.

Post Office Lobby Hours Expected to Change
Continued from page 1
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www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.625%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

LET’S ZYDECO!

IT’S MARDI GRAS!
50+ Dance Party
MARDI GRAS STYLE
FEBRUARY 14, 2026

6:00 P.M.

THE MARRIOTT,  
RANCHO CORDOVA BALLROOM

Ever wanted to go to New Orleans for  
Mardi Gras? Here’s the next best thing.  

Come experience an inspired  
Mardi Gras Event!

Ice Breaker when doors  
open at 6:00 p.m.

Non-Stop dancing to great classic hits (60’s, 
70’s, 80’s) from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

Cash Bar
Lots of entertainment
ADMISSION ONLY $30

or $25 in advance.
greatgatherings green.com

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/River-Valley-Times/
Stop by for a visit

M E M O R I A L

DANIEL M. CHAMBERL AIN - 08/26/1937 – 01/11/2026
D a n i e l  M . 

Chamberlain, for-
mer Buffalo Bi l ls 
player, world class 
fisherman, and avid 
duck hunter passed 
away peacefully on 
January 11, 2026, in 

Folsom, California, 
at the age of 88. He 
joins his wife Patricia 
Chamberlain with the 
Lord in Heaven. He 
is remembered with 
love by his family, 
including his 2nd wife 

Loretta Chamberlain, 
daughters Kim and 
Debi, along with sev-
eral grandchildren 
and great-grandchil-
dren. His legacy of 
faith, fishing, family, 
and football endures.

Girl Scouts of Northern 
California News Release

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA (MPG) - 
Girl Scouts of Northern California  
kicked off their 2026 Girl Scout 
Cookie season on Jan. 12. Girl 
Scouts throughout all 19 coun-
ties from Gilroy to the Oregon 
Border will embark on the highly 
anticipated cookie season, explor-
ing more possibilities through the 
largest girl-led entrepreneurial pro-
gram in the world.

From Jan. 12, consumers can 
support their local girl entrepre-
neurs by ordering from the iconic 
cookie lineup online at ilove-
cookies.org. Local shoppers can 
also locate cookie booths starting 
Feb. 4 for in-person cookie sales. 
The 2026 Girl Scouts of Northern 
California cookie season runs 
through March 15, and all cookie 
flavors are $7 a box (shipping 
fees additional). 

“Exploremores”, a rocky road 
ice cream–inspired sandwich 
cookie, will join the legendary 
lineup for the 2026 cookie sea-
son. Filled with delicious flavors 
of chocolate, marshmallow and 
toasted almond–flavored crème, 
Exploremores reflect the spirit of 
exploration at the heart of every 
Girl Scout. 

The new flavor will be the 9th 
cookie flavor to join Northern 
California customer favorites 
such as Thin Mints, Caramel 
deLites, Peanut Butter Patties, 
and Trefoils. Exploremores will 
be available for purchase online 
and in-person during booth sales. 
Visit www.ilovecookies.org for 
more information. 

“What better way to kick off 
the new year than with a new 
cookie for the 2026 cookie sea-
son,” said Mary-Jane Strom, 
CEO of Girl Scouts of Northern 
California. “Behind every cookie 
sale is a Girl Scout learning 
essential life skills far beyond 
just selling cookies. Buying or 
donating cookies is a delicious 
and easy way to help cultivate 

future leaders, innovators, and 
change-makers. It is a win-win 
for all.” 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program 
provides invaluable entrepreneur-
ial skills for Girl Scouts across 
the country and funds a variety 
of experiences. Each cookie sea-
son, Girl Scouts develop important 
life skills like goal-setting, deci-
sion-making, money management, 
people skills and business ethics 
through the Cookie Program.

 One hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds from the cookie program 
are used locally and provide crit-
ical funds for girls’ access to 
affordable programming, the out-
doors, camp and program centers, 
STEM, financial aid and volun-
teer support services. Girl Scouts 
and their troops depend on these 
funds to support their community 
service efforts.

This year, over 14,000 Girl 
Scouts in Northern California will 

participate in the cookie entrepre-
neurship program with the goal of 
selling over 3 million packages of 
cookies. 

As this year’s national sponsor 
of the cookie program, Bay Area-
based Adobe will encourage girls 
to express their individuality and 
think creatively as they pursue their 

goals this cookie season. Through a 
national educational video featured 
on the Digital Cookie platform, 
Adobe will equip Girl Scouts with 
essential skills in online commu-
nication and responsible digital 
design. By sharing these creative 
tools, Adobe is supporting Girl 
Scouts to become confident digital 

creators and entrepreneurs.
Girl Scouts of Northern California 

serves over 46,000 youth and adult 
volunteers across 19 counties 
from Gilroy to the Oregon border. 
Girl Scouts bring their dreams to 
life and work together to build a bet-
ter world. Through programs from 
coast to coast, Girl Scouts of all 
backgrounds and abilities can be 
unapologetically themselves as they 
discover their strengths and rise 
to meet new challenges — whether 
they want to climb to the top of a 
tree or the top of their class, lace up 
their boots for a hike, advocate for 
climate justice, or make their first 
best friends. 

Backed by trusted adult vol-
unteers, mentors and millions of 
alums, Girl Scouts lead the way 
as they find their voices and cre-
ate change on the issues that matter 
most to them. To learn more about 
Girl Scouts of Northern California, 
visit www.gsnorcal.org. 

Girl Scouts of Northern California Kicks off Cookie Season
Welcomed Exploremores to Cookie Lineup, Bay Area’s Adobe a National Sponsor 

As this year’s national sponsor of the cookie program, Bay Area-based Adobe will encourage girls to express their individuality and think creatively as they 
pursue their goals this cookie season. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of Northern California

“Exploremores”, a rocky road ice cream–inspired sandwich cookie, will join the 
legendary lineup for the 2026 cookie season. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of Northern California
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respond to requests for 
comment from the River 
Valley Times.

“We commend the 
Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors for their 
bold leadership in unan-
imously approving the 
Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic 
Rancho last November,” 
Hy Martin, chief devel-
opment officer of DESRI, 
told the Business Journal.

Martin was referring to 
the Nov. 18 decision by the 
supervisors to approve the 
project over the objections 
of environmental groups, 
off-roaders and tribal rep-
resentatives. The six-hour 
hearing drew an overflow 
crowd, with most of the 
130 speakers opposed to 
the project. 

Supporters cited the ben-
efit of keeping the land in 
agriculture, increased tax 
revenue and union-wage 
jobs. They also said that 
utility-scale solar was nec-
essary to meet SMUD and 
county climate goals. 

Ken Casparis, a county 
public information offi-
cer, said the county was 
aware that SMUD had 
canceled its power pur-
chase agreement to serve 
as an off-taker for solar 
power generated by Coyote 
Creek. 

“The project applicant 
may continue to explore 
additional off-take agree-
ments consistent with 
existing approvals, so the 
county is still assessing the 
impact of SMUD’s deci-
sion,” he said in a Jan. 10 
email.

SMUD’s withdrawal 
does not automatically 
eliminate the project’s 
ability to connect to the 
electrical grid. However, 
selling power to another 
buyer or into the whole-
sale market operated by 
the California Independent 
System Operator would 
likely require new or 
amended agreements with 
SMUD to use its trans-
mission or distribution 
facilities, adding time, cost 
and complexity.

The project also faces 
legal challenges. Two law-
suits filed after the county 
supervisors  approved 
the solar project on Nov. 
18 challenge the coun-
ty’s decision under the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act, arguing that 
the environmental review 
was flawed and failed to 
adequately address impacts 
to oak woodlands, streams 
and sensitive species; and 
to tribal cultural resources.

Project Background
The applicant for the 

Coyote Creek solar proj-
ect was Sacramento Valley 
Energy Center, a subsidiary 
of DESRI, a New York-
based renewable energy 

developer and operator that 
develops, acquires, owns 
and operates long-term 
contracted solar and wind 
projects nationwide.

DESRI has a portfolio 
of utility-scale solar and 
battery storage facilities, 
including projects serving 
the Sacramento Municipal 
U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t  i n 
Sacramento County at the 
Rancho Seco Solar II facil-
ity and the Sloughhouse 
Agrivoltaic Solar Project.

The project would be 
constructed on the Barton 
Ranch,  which would 
remain under the same 
ownership. Located south 
of Rancho Murieta, the 
ranch encompasses about 
2,700 acres of grassy and 
wooded hillsides on both 
sides of Scott Road.

The proposal called 
for developing approxi-
mately 1,412 acres for a 
200-megawatt solar array 
capable of powering up to 
44,000 homes, along with 
a 100-megawatt battery 
storage system designed to 
deliver electricity for up to 
four hours. All electricity 
generated under the origi-
nal plan was to be supplied 
to SMUD.

Projec t  p lans  a lso 
included seasonal sheep 
grazing around the solar 
arrays, strategic land-
scaping to reduce visual 
impacts, and the perma-
nent preservation of 1,150 
acres adjacent to the solar 
facility.

The site is also located 
near California State Parks’ 
Prairie City State Vehicular 
Recreation Area off White 
Rock  Road .  DESRI 
pledged over $2.5 million 
for improvements to the 
park.

SMUD Cancellation
A power purchase agree-

ment (PPA) is a long-term 
contract in which a utility 
agrees to buy electricity at 
a set price from a devel-
oper that finances, builds, 
owns and operates a solar 
facility, providing revenue 
certainty while supply-
ing renewable power. 
Lenders and investors rely 
on PPAs because the guar-
anteed revenue over 15 to 
30 years allows develop-
ers to secure construction 
loans, attract equity inves-
tors and obtain lower-cost 
financing.

Without a PPA, proj-
ects typically face higher 
f inanc ing  cos t s  and 
increased exposure to mar-
ket volatility, and many 
cannot move forward 
unless they secure another 
long-term buyer or rely on 
wholesale power sales.

At the request of the 
River  Val ley  Times, 
SMUD spokesperson 
Gama Ortiz provided a 
copy of SMUD’s Jan. 5 
notice terminating the PPA 
with Sacramento Valley 
Energy Center, LLC, an 
affiliate of DESRI. The 
notice cited reasons for the 
decision.

First, the PPA required 
the project to begin operat-
ing by Sept. 30, 2024. The 
developer claimed force 
majeure events delayed 
construction, but SMUD 
disputed those claims and 
terminated the contract, 
citing delays that extended 
well beyond one year.

Second,  the  se l le r 
informed SMUD that, due 
to delays, global events 
and other factors, it could 
no longer deliver power at 
the agreed contract prices 

and sought higher rates 
for both the solar and bat-
tery components. SMUD 
responded by declar-
ing an event of default, 
citing the developer’s 
inability to meet its pricing 
obligations.

Third, the notice stated 
that SMUD appreciated 
the effort to provide afford-
able, clean, renewable 
energy, but that “the origi-
nal project and the original 
economics of the same no 
longer exist.” The notice 
added that the seller had 
represented that the project 
had stakeholder support, 
including from the Wilton 
Rancheria, but noted the 
tribe had since filed one of 
multiple lawsuits challeng-
ing the project, “so that 
does not appear to be the 
case.”

SMUD Board 
Meeting

Before SMUD canceled 
the power purchase agree-
ment, its involvement in 
the project drew strong 
opposition during public 
comments at the utility’s 
Dec. 11 board meeting.

N i n e t e e n  s p e a k e r s 
raised concerns about 
the  i r revers ible  loss 
of heritage blue oaks, 
destruction of wildlife 
habitat and biodiversity, 
inadequate or implausi-
ble mitigation measures, 
including one-acorn-for-
one-old-tree replacement 
and short monitoring peri-
ods. Speakers also cited 
cultural and tribal impacts, 
as well as long-term eco-
logical harm.

Several speakers warned 
that addressing the con-
cerns promptly could help 
preserve SMUD’s standing 

in the community, while 
failing to do so risked long-
term reputational damage.

The board took no for-
mal action, but Vice 
President Dave Tamayo 
requested a staff briefing 
on SMUD’s contractual 
and legal options for recon-
sidering the Coyote Creek 
project and asked that the 
options be discussed pub-
licly, if feasible.

The River Valley Times 
asked the SMUD spokes-
person whether the briefing 
or public discussion had 
occurred after that meet-
ing, but Ortiz did not 
respond.

Lawsuits
The California Four 

Wheel Drive Association 
and two other off-road rec-
reation nonprofits filed the 
first writ of mandate law-
suit on Dec. 16 against 
Sacramento County and 
its Board of Supervisors. 
The suit names SMUD, 
Sacramento Valley Energy 
Center, DESRI and Barton 
Ranch as real parties in 
interest: entities that did 
not make the governmental 
decision but have a direct 
legal or financial stake in 
the outcome.

That lawsuit alleges 
the county violated the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act and the Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Act by approv-
ing the Coyote Creek 
project based on a flawed 
environmental impact 
report. 

The plaintiffs argue the 
report failed to adequately 
analyze or mitigate impacts 
to wildlife, oak wood-
lands, water resources and 
the nearby Prairie City 
State Vehicular Recreation 

Area, and failed to consult 
with state parks officials. 
The plaintiffs are ask-
ing the court to set aside 
the approvals and halt 
construction.

A second lawsui t , 
filed Dec. 18 by the 
Environmental Council 
of Sacramento and the 
California Native Plant 
Soc ie ty  aga ins t  the 
county and board, named 
Sacramento Valley Energy 
Center LLC as the real 
party in interest. It also 
alleges CEQA violations, 
arguing the environmen-
tal review inadequately 
addressed impacts to oak 
woodlands, rare plants, 
wildlife, groundwater and 
Prairie City SVRA, and 
improperly deferred key 
mitigation measures.

Wilton Rancheria filed 
the third lawsuit on Dec. 
19, alleging CEQA viola-
tions related to impacts on 
tribal cultural resources. 
The tribe contends the 
county approved the 
project despite acknowl-
edging significant and 
unavoidable harm to cul-
turally significant lands 
and unlawfully terminating 
government-to-govern-
ment consultation required 
under Assembly Bill 52.

Asked for comment, 
Casparis said the county 
doesn’t comment on active 
litigation.

With SMUD out, three 
lawsuits pending, and 
no replacement buyer 
announced, the future of 
Sacramento County’s larg-
est proposed solar project 
remains unresolved. 

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Coyote Creek Solar Project Faces Uncertain Path Forward

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The annual vote 
to elect a new chair and vice chair of the 
Board of Supervisors was held Jan. 13. 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez of District 
4 was elected chair, and Supervisor Pat 
Hume of District 5 was elected vice chair. 
Rodriguez represents Rancho Murieta, and 
Hume represents Wilton.

“It is an honor to serve as chair of the 
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
in 2026,” Rodriguez said. “I step into this 
role with a clear focus on results, respect 
and responsibility.

“Many of our residents are struggling, 
and they deserve a county government that 
acts with urgency and delivers measurable 
outcomes. Respect begins with listening to 
the people and the communities we serve 
and ensuring their voices are reflected in 
our decisions. Responsibility means turn-
ing those voices into action.

“As chair, I will run disciplined, pro-
ductive meetings and demand results, 
accountability and follow-through on 
every commitment we make,” she added. 

“Working with my fellow supervisors, 
county staff, and community partners, 
I will advance solutions that strengthen 
neighborhoods and ensure Sacramento 
County operates transparently, effectively 
and with real impact for the public.”

Rodriguez assumes the chairmanship as 
Sacramento County faces rising housing 
costs, public safety concerns and growing 
demands on county services.

Board chair responsibilities include the 
following:

Presides over board meetings; the 
vice chair assumes the role in the chair’s 
absence or inability to act.

Rules on procedural matters and 
questions.

Recognizes board members wishing to 
speak on an item.

Votes on all matters before the board, 
participates in discussion, makes motions 
without relinquishing the chair and sec-
onds motions without relinquishing the 
chair.

Serves on other boards and commis-
sions as a representative of Sacramento 
County and acts as a point of contact for 

public questions related to board meet-
ings, including coordination of resolutions 
and presentations, and general matters not 

specific to a district.
The chair and vice chair serve one-year 

terms. � H

Local Supervisors Step into Top Board Leadership Roles

Sacramento County Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez is the new chair of the board, and 
Supervisor Pat Hume is the vice-chair. Courtesy photo

The Sacramento County Board of Supervisors unanimously approves the project on Nov. 18, despite objections from environmental groups, off-roaders and 
tribal representatives. Courtesy photo

Continued from page 1
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I’m Divorced; Can I Get Benefits 
from my Ex-husband?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: After 16 
years of marriage, we 
were divorced. I have 
never remarried, but he 
has. When he starts col-
lecting Social Security (he 
is 64 now and still work-
ing), is it true that I can 
claim ex-spousal bene-
fits or does that go to the 
current wife? How would 
I find this info? Signed: A 
Divorced Spouse

Dear Divorced Spouse: 
The fact that your ex-hus-
band has remarried has no 
influence on your ability 
to collect benefits based 
on his record. If you are 
eligible for ex-spouse 
benefits (because you did 
not remarry), you can get 
those benefits regardless 
of whether his current 
wife collects benefits on 
his record. In other words, 
both you and his cur-
rent wife can both collect 
spousal benefits from your 
ex-husband’s earnings 
record.  

Your eligibility for an 
ex-spouse benefit is deter-
mined by comparing your 
own SS retirement benefit 
amount at full retirement 
age (FRA) to his – if your 

own SS benefit at your 
FRA is less than 50% 
of your ex’s FRA bene-
fit entitlement, and you 
were married to your ex 
for more than 10 years, 
are not currently mar-
ried and are at least 62 
years old, then you can 
get a “spousal boost” (an 
amount added to your own 
Social Security retire-
ment amount). In fact, if 
you have been divorced 
for over two years, you 
can get an ex-spouse ben-
efit even though he is not 
yet receiving his own SS 
retirement benefit. 

Be aware, however, 
if you claim any Social 
Security benefit (both your 
own SS retirement amount 
and your ex-spouse “spou-
sal boost”) before you 
reach your full retirement 
age, the monthly amount 
you get will be reduced 
according to how much 
before your full retirement 
age you claim. Spouse 
and ex-spouse benefits 
reach maximum at your 
full retirement age but are 
reduced if claimed earlier 
than your full retirement 
age. Claiming your ben-
efits as an ex-spouse will 
also result in you receiving 
your own SS retirement 
benefit (reduced if you 
haven’t yet reached FRA). 

I suggest you con-
tact Social Security at 
1.800.772.1213 to make 
a telephone appoint-
ment to evaluate whether 
you are entitled benefits 
as an ex-spouse. If your 
own SS retirement ben-
efit at your FRA is less 

than half of your ex’s FRA 
entitlement, you will be. 
To apply for those bene-
fits you will need a copy 
of your divorce decree 
(and perhaps your mar-
riage certificate), and 
your ex-husband’s Social 
Security number (if you 
do not have his SSN, you 
can provide his date and 
place of birth and his par-
ents’ names, and SSA will 
likely be able to locate 
your ex’s SS record).

SSA will be able to 
tell you what your total 
monthly benefit as an 
ex-spouse will be when 
you meet with them, 
at which point you can 
decide whether to claim 
your benefits early or wait 
until your FRA to achieve 
your maximum amount as 
an ex-spouse.  

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Founda t ion ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
o ther  governmenta l 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. 

Social Security Matters

Finally, the United States 
will follow through on its 
NATO commitments. 

That’d be the cheeky 
interpretation of President 
Donald Trump’s announce-
ment, via Truth Social, that 
he wants the U.S. defense 
budget to be $1.5 trillion. 
This would represent a 
stunning 50% increase over 
the current budget and put 
the U.S. right around 5% of 
GDP, the target level that 
NATO countries recently 
adopted at Trump’s insis-
tence. 

The details and fol-
low-through will matter, 
but on its own terms, the 
Trump declaration is of 
epic significance.

Such a historic buildup 
would meet the moment 
-- it’s never made sense 
that the U.S. would enter 
a period of heightened risk 
of great power conflict at a 
time when it has difficul-
ty replenishing its missile 
stocks. 

It would match the predi-
lections of a president who 
enjoys throwing his weight 
around. If Trump wants to 
speak loudly and carry a 
big stick, it requires the re-
sources to build and main-
tain the stick. 

And it would match his 
vision of a world-class 
military. You can’t have a 
Golden Dome -- Trump’s 
project for an enhanced 
missile defense -- or a 
Golden Fleet -- his notion 
of a next-generation navy -- 
without a Golden Defense 
Budget. 

The scale of spending 
contemplated here is truly 
astounding. A $500 bil-
lion increase would rough-

ly match the total annual 
spending of all non-U.S. 
NATO countries. The per-
centage increase would be 
the highest since the Kore-
an War and double the big-
gest annual increases of the 
Reagan years.

“We still talk about the 
Reagan buildup,” Secre-
tary of War Pete Hegseth 
said in a speech last month, 
“and my kids and yours 
will someday talk about the 
Trump buildup.”

The Trump proposal 
would not just be a down 
payment on that promise, 
but a big step toward ful-
filling it. 

If our military is highly 
proficient --as demonstrat-
ed in the Venezuela raid -- 
it also doesn’t have the ma-
teriel to wage a protracted 
major war.

Defense analyst Mack-
enzie Eaglin of the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute 
has long been ringing the 
alarm. She recently not-
ed that during the short 
Israel-Iran war, we fired 
150, or one-quarter, of our 
THAAD missiles, exceed-
ing our annual purchase 
rate by three times. In the 
Red Sea, the Navy fired 
more Tomahawks in Janu-
ary 2024 than it bought in 
all of 2023. 

These shortfalls, as Ea-
glin points out, are espe-
cially disturbing when 
compared to the building 
capacity of our adversar-
ies. Whereas the Russians 
make more than 300,000 
artillery shells a month, we 
make only 40,000 155mm 
shells. “Beijing builds six 
naval combatant ships,” 
she writes, “for every 1.8 
ships the U.S. builds.”

Even The New York 
Times -- not known for 

beating the drums for more 
defense spending -- devot-
ed a splashy editorial last 
month to the sorry state 
of our military-industrial 
base.

In his new book, “War 
and Power,” scholar Phil-
lips Payson O’Brien relates 
how wars between great 
powers are usually not won 
by brilliant battle plans, or 
by the commitment or pro-
ficiency of the troops. Rath-
er, it is productive capacity 
-- and the ability to degrade 
that of the enemy while 
maintaining or increasing 
your own -- that makes the 
difference. 

The Nazis weren’t going 
to win the Battle of Britain 
when the Brits were pro-
ducing twice as many air-
craft as Hitler. 

On top of this, a nation 
needs to make shrewd 
choices about what it is 
building (the Nazis also 
had the wrong planes for 
the Battle of Britain -- 
bombers with payloads that 
were too small and fighters 
with limited range). 

The U.S. needs to make 
sure that it is not overin-
vesting in the weapons sys-
tems of the past, although a 
defense budget on the scale 
that Trump is discussing 
would relieve some pres-
sure from these choices. 
We could very well have 
our traditional subs and 
jet fighters, and our cut-
ting-edge drones, too. 

Trump’s taste for gilding 
everything can be over the 
top. It’d be a national ser-
vice, though, if he manages 
to make the U.S. defense 
budget golden.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Yes, We Need a 
$1.5 Trillion Defense Budget

Homelessness Crisis Remains One 
of Newsom’s Biggest Political Liabilities 

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

While delivering his final 
State of the State address and 
proposing his final state bud-
get last week, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom clearly sought to 
neutralize an issue that has 
haunted his political career 
for more than two decades 
and could torpedo his hopes 
of becoming president: 
homelessness.

First, a bit of history.
Just months after being 

elected mayor of San 
Francisco in 2004, Newsom 
unveiled a plan he said would 
clear city streets of homeless 
people in 10 years. Fourteen 
years later, while running for 
governor, Newsom declared 
that homelessness in San 
Francisco had “never been 
worse.”

He said eradicating home-
lessness would be a high 
priority and promised to 
appoint a homeless “czar” 
who could cut through red 
tape and intergovernmental 
friction to get the job done. 
Later, when pressed by report-
ers over the czar pledge, he 
snapped, “You want to know 
who’s the homeless czar? I’m 
the homeless czar in the state 
of California.”

Despite that self-appoint-
ment and devoting almost 
all of his 2020 State of the 
State address to homeless-
ness, the number of unhoused 
Californians continued to rise 
to record levels. As it did, 
Newsom began blaming local 
governments for not spending 

state homelessness grants 
effectively and threatened to 
withhold annual funding.

However, in 2024 State 
Auditor Grant Parks exco-
r ia ted  Newsom’s  own 
Cali fornia  Interagency 
Council on Homelessness for 
failing to effectively monitor 
and coordinate homelessness 
programs — even though 
the state had spent more than 
$20 billion during Newsom’s 
governorship.

He later reorganized 
the council and last year it 
issued a glossy “Action Plan 
for Preventing and Ending 
Homelessness.” Newsom 
hailed it as “not just a report 
of our investments, but 
a directive for continued 
accountability and action 
towards specific quantifiable 
goals.”

It listed multiple things that 
should be done to alleviate the 
homelessness crisis, but never 
mentioned how its lofty goals 
should be achieved nor said 
anything about how the state’s 
deficit-ridden budget would 
pay for them.

In last week’s State of 
the State address, Newsom 
sang the political version 
of the World War II tune, 
“Ac-Cent-Tchu-Ate the 
Positive,” cataloguing his 
accomplishments during the 
last seven years, including 
progress toward eliminating 
homelessness.

“When I began as governor, 
there was no homeless plan, 
no mental health plan and 
certainly no housing plan,” 
Newsom told legislators. 
“There was no accountabil-
ity and little investment. The 
responsibility fell to cities and 
counties, with little interest 
from Sacramento.”

Newsom ticked off the 
efforts he had made and 
bragged that, “Early data, 
just compiled, shows that 
the number of unsheltered 

homeless people in California 
dropped 9% in 2025,” while 
“the nation saw an 18.1% 
overall increase in homeless-
ness. Our investments are 
paying off.”

He could not, however, 
resist another jab at local 
officials, saying he is “pro-
viding counties what they’ve 
been asking for: the predict-
able funding for housing 
and substance abuse treat-
ment. No more excuses — it’s 
time to bring people off the 
streets, out of encampments, 
into housing, into treatment. 
Counties need to do their 
job.”

County officials took 
umbrage. The California State 
Association of Counties, in a 
statement, complained that 
Newsom’s budget shifts the 
financial burden for several 
health and welfare programs 
to county governments and 
fails to protect them from fed-
eral reductions.

The organization also 
cited the new budget’s omis-
sion of an annual bloc grant 
for homeless programs, and 
the administration’s stalling 
the delivery of cash from a 
past allocation, “which was 
approved by the Legislature 
18 months ago.”

While Newsom cites a 9% 
drop in homelessness, if true 
it would be from a base of 
nearly 200,000 Californians 
without homes. There are still 
plenty of squalid encamp-
ments to be videotaped and 
featured on ads attacking a 
potential presidential can-
didate named Newsom two 
years hence.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

What a diff erence a week makes!
Losers of seven straight games and look-

ing like cellar dwellers, the Kings went 
to a youth movement that saw the home-
town boys win four consecutive games and 
nearly made it fi ve straight as they fell to 
the Portland Trailblazers for the third time 
this season.

The mini winning streak had a cold 
water in the face effect for many pun-
dits and fans, as the Kings easily handled 
the Rockets, Lakers, Knicks and the 
Washington Wizards.

Even more surprising was the way the 
Kings put away the competition, as they 
won by double digits in each of the 4 wins. 

A shot in the arm? You bet it was, and 
it should give the organization a moment 
of pause as they reassess what they have 
regarding talent that resides on this team.

Right in the middle of this euphoric 
4-game run was none other than 6’11” big 
man Dylan Cardwell, that has come out of 
nowhere to become a fan favorite. Just 24 
years old, the Kings have stumbled onto a 
diamond in the rough, and no one on this 
team plays with greater enthusiasm than 
Cardwell. Comparisons are being made 
of Dennis Rodman, as Cardwell bounces 
down the court with arms uplifted,
energizing the crowd and getting fans on 
their feet. 

Not known for his scoring, Cardwell 
went undrafted a year ago, and the Kings 
signed him to a 2-way contract for this 
season. Smart move and one that’s already 
paying off . 

Cardwell might not get 20 points per 
game, but his aff ection for blocking shots 
and playing ferocious defense is just what 
the Kings needed to get them back.

The question will be as the trade dead-
line approaches, will the Kings realize 
what they have in Cardwell and value him 
to the point of not including him in a trade. 
Don’t do it! And by the same token, do not 
trade Precious Achiuwa!

For the first time in many years the 
Kings can put a big lineup on the fl oor and 
it’s showing results.

As the center piece of the Kings 
Domantas Sabonis was sidelined with a 
knee injury, coach Christie had no choice 
but to use both Achiuwa and Cardwell side 

by side, and the results were astounding. 
Not to be forgotten is rookie Maxime 

Raynaud who although not as impres-
sive, is coming along, and I’m hopeful the 
Kings hang onto Raynaud as well. 

The idea of blowing up this team in my 
opinion was never a good one, and I am 
in favor of the Kings either fi nding a trade 
that will add a topfl ight scorer, or worst 
case scenario, hold down the fort, work 
with the existing squad, and make your 
move in the next draft.

OKC and others have proven that the 
draft can be your friend. If the Kings can 
begin to assess talent, there is a real pos-
sibility that the upcoming draft, that is 
predicted to be a talent laden one, can 
produce another player of DeAaron Fox 
quality.

Every reason to start getting excited 
Kings fans. 

Domantas Sabonis is back, and will 
Christie have the wherewithal to play 
Cardwell and Sabonis at the same time. 
Is it just a pipe dream to have Achiuwa, 
Cardwell, and Sabonis all playing on 
the court at the same time? Wow, what 
a rebounding trio, and with scorers like 
Murray, DeRozan, and Lavine to compli-
ment the big men, what might this team 
look like.

Say your prayers for coach Christie that 
the talent fairy will tap him on the shoul-
der and give him good common sense to 
see what he has right before him.

As I have said many times before, look 
no further than your bench to fi nd talent, 
and stop sending quality players away 
where they make teams better.

The Sacramento Kings really are
better than their 12-31 record reports, 
and the second half of the season really
does matter. 

Scott Perry, don’t make hasty decisions, 
and let this team continue to gel while giv-
ing the youth of the team a chance to show 
what they’re made of.

If you haven’t gotten out to a game there 
is no better time than right now. These 
guys will get you on your feet over and 
over again!

Go Kings and let’s tweak things and by 
all means not blow it up!

All the best! 
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Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

Dec. 31
2:35 p.m., A guest of a Reynosa Drive 

resident was in North Gate visitor lane. 
Driver and resident passenger presented a 
current guest pass to the gate officer, who 
opened the gate arm. Gate arm remained 
in open position when vehicle proceeded 
toward the gate. Once vehicle rear end 
lined up with a gate arm, gate arm started 
to close and made contact with vehicle’s 
trunk, slightly damaging radio antenna. 
Damage does not allow antenna to retract 
into closed position. 

Jan. 1
1:55 p.m., Dispatch was notified by a 

resident that a blue pickup was in the back 
area near Lake Calero “doing donuts.” 
Patrol arrived to the area and observed a 
blue pickup near the Lake Calero levee. 
Patrol attempted to make contact with the 
pickup, but the vehicle left the area.

Jan. 3
8:49 a.m. While patrolling Lake Calero, 

a Black 2008 Chevy Silverado 2500 was 
observed stuck in a flooded-over road 
track south of Lake Calero near Gnome 
Trail. Dispatch was notified after retriev-
ing license plate information. 

3:45 p.m., Call of suspicious vehicle 
across Ventana Drive. Patrol made contact 
with reporting party, noted as same vehi-
cle that was previously reported stuck at 
Lake Calero. Pickup belongs to guest at 
Ventana Drive who was last checked in at 
12:22 p.m. Patrol unable to contact resi-
dent. Sacramento Sheriff’s Department 
was contacted to move vehicle.

Jan. 4
12:01 p.m. Dispatch was notified of a 

suspicious vehicle, green minivan, located 
in front of Zeta Broadband at Cantova 
Way. Patrol made contact with a female 
adult asleep in the back of the van. She 
was informed she was trespassing on pri-
vate property and must vacate the area 
immediately. Subject was compliant and 
vacated the area without further incident.

1:08 p.m. Dispatch was notified of a 
black truck reported to be driving reck-
lessly in the Ventana area. Patrol arrived in 
the area and located the black truck, made 
contact with the driver, identified as guest 
of Ventana Drive. Advised to drive safely 
and follow community rules or he would 
be trespassed and no longer permitted in 
the community. Driver was compliant and 
agreed to follow community rules.

2:20 p.m. Report of street flooding 
at Pescado Circle and Lago Drive near 
Pescado Circle 12 Park. Upon arrival, 
RMCSD patrol located strong water leak 
front of Pescado Circle 9 Park, with water 
coming from under the ground, seeping 
in between asphalt and the concrete side-
walk, and water coming from the street 
water valve. RMCSD Water Department 
advised and enroute.

Jan. 6
2 a.m., Report of vehicles speeding on 

De la Cruz. Party reports third night in a 
row that vehicles have sped down De la 
Cruz and to Lake Clementia and back out 
onto Murieta Parkway. Arrived at Murieta 
Parkway, Lake Clementia and de la Cruz. 
Subjects gone on arrival. Remaining in 
area. 

3 a.m., Report of vehicle speeding in 
area near Callaway and Murieta South 
Parkway. Vehicle is black Lexus. Subject 
was observed and cited for failure to stop 
at stop sign on De la Cruz and Murieta 
Parkway shortly before incident. After 

running stop sign, subject was seen leav-
ing North community and heard speeding 
down Jackson Highway. Call about a vehi-
cle speeding in south came in shortly after. 

Found subject turning from Reynosa 
and exiting south community upon arrival. 
Advised dispatch to notify Sheriff ’s 
Department or CHP for any more incom-
ing calls due to reckless, dangerous 
behavior. This is ongoing issue with 
this resident. In past interactions subject 
appeared intoxicated and stated, “You 
have to catch me.” Following this individ-
ual seems to make matters worse.

Jan. 10
1:36 p.m. Patrol was dispatched to a 

parking complaint on Via Bernini. Party 
stated that vehicles were blocking the 
roadway and making it impassable. Upon 
arrival it was observed that though vehi-
cles were parked on either side of the 
street, there was room to pass. Patrol 
cleared the scene.

Jan. 11
11:43 a.m. Patrol was dispatched to a 

call for service regarding an individual 
operating a dirt bike in between the area of 
Lake Clementia and Lake Chesbro. Officer 
was unable to locate any subjects in either 
area, nor heard any disruptions. 

Jan. 13
12:12 p.m., Sgt. Arino was dispatched to 

a welfare check to Rio Circle. Reporting 
party stated he has not talked to his father 
in five days. Upon arrival Sgt. Arino made 
contact with a neighbor, asking if they had 
seen the resident; they stated it had also 
been awhile. 

Sgt. Arino attempted contact at the front 
door but was unsuccessful. Two Amazon 
packages were found at the door. After 
conducting a perimeter check of the resi-
dence all doors were found to be secured. 

Sgt. Arino observed through open win-
dows a vacuum cleaner plugged in and 
meat that had been defrosted in the sink. 
Multiple calls were placed to the resi-
dence, all being unsuccessful. Reporting 
party was notified to contact Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department to conduct 
a further welfare check and possibly gain 
entry.

1:34 Sgt. Arino, after conducting a wel-
fare check of residence, contacted Sac 
Metro Fire to gain access to Rio Circle. 
SMFD gained entry through a rear win-
dow. Preliminary search of the house was 
conducted resulting in SMFD finding the 
male resident deceased. Next of kin was 
notified. Coroner was contacted by SMFD. 

Jan. 15
7:55 p.m., Report of debris on Jackson 

Road obstructing flow of traffic in west-
bound lane just west of Rancho Murieta 
CSD Security. Upon arrival, patrol located 
numerous clothing items scattered in the 
westbound lane for approximately 100 
yards. RMCSD activated patrol vehicle 
emergency lights, stopped Jackson Road 
westbound traffic for several minutes 
and cleared the traffic lane of the debris. 
Traffic unobstructed both ways.

Jan. 16
3:32 p.m., Patrol observed a male adult 

sitting on the side of Jackson Road near 
Murieta South Parkway. Patrol made con-
tact with the subject and ascertained that 
he was homeless, hungry and stranded. 

He requested transportation to the 
next town in an effort to get back to San 
Francisco. Patrol advised that he was 
unable to transport but gave him some 
food and water. Man stated that he hadn’t 
eaten in two days. 

Officer advised him to please stay back 
from the highway and wished him luck in 
his endeavors. � H

SECURITY LOGS

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

SLOUGHHOUSE, CA (MPG) - Vandy Passmore, 
a fourth- and fifth-grade teacher of 
Cosumnes River Elementary School, has 
been recognized as Teacher of the Month 
for January 2026 by ABC10, a designa-
tion announced in a televised segment that 
aired Dec. 31.

The honor is part of ABC10’s long-run-
ning Teacher of the Month program, 
presented in partnership with SchoolsFirst 
Federal Credit Union and Sacramento 
State College of Education, which high-
lights educators making a positive impact 
on students, schools and families through-
out the Sacramento region.

Passmore, who has taught for 26 years, 
teaches math, reading, writing, social stud-
ies, science, physical education, visual and 
performing arts, and technology.

In the ABC10 segment, Passmore 
credited her students for sustaining her 
enthusiasm in the classroom.

“It’s the students: They keep my passion 
for teaching alive,” she said. “I just love 
my students.”

When asked what inspired her to 

become a teacher, Passmore said she 
wanted to make a lasting difference.

“I wanted to change lives, and I love 
seeing the ‘aha’ moment every day in their 
lives,” she said.

Principal Ashley Hannon praised 
Passmore’s humility and dedication during 
the segment.

“She is the type of person who is so 
humble,” Hannon said. “Everything that 
we all feel about her – to see it come to 
life and to see it told to her – is always 
such a great experience. She’s amazing. 
I’m so happy for her.”

Several of Passmore’s students were 
also featured in the broadcast, describing 
her as “incredible,” “an amazing person” 
and “very kind and sweet.”

As part of the recognition, Passmore 
received a plaque and a $1,000 award 
from SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union. 
She is also eligible for ABC10’s Teacher 
of the Year honor, which includes a $5,000 
prize to be announced in spring 2026.

Passmore said she was surprised and 
grateful for the recognition.

“Thank you so much,” she said. “I am 
so honored and blessed. I just have the 

best students this year, and I love my job.”
Beyond her classroom teaching, 

Passmore has played a leadership role at 
Cosumnes River Elementary, previously 
serving as chapter adviser for the National 
Elementary Honor Society, a national pro-
gram that recognizes students in grades 
4-6 for character, citizenship, leadership 
and service. During her tenure, she orga-
nized induction ceremonies honoring 
fifth- and sixth-grade students from 2017 
through 2019.

Passmore also shared advice for fam-
ilies during the segment, emphasizing 
collaboration between home and school.

“Education is a shared partnership,” she 
said. “When families and teachers work 
together, students are best supported in 
becoming independent lifelong learners.” 
� H

Elementary Educator is ABC10 Teacher of the Month

Vandy Passmore works the registration 
table during a PTA event at Cosumnes River 
Elementary on Jan. 10. Photo by Gail Bullen

An ABC10 “Teacher of the Month” segment that aired Dec. 31 features Vandy Passmore of 
Cosumnes River Elementary School, recognized as Teacher of the Month for January 2026, as 
she is interviewed by television reporter Mark S. Allen. Courtesy photo
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Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533Visit: mpg8.comVisit: mpg8.com

Yard sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise  

in your local  

community 

newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!
STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

Messenger Publishing Group

QUICK, EASY,  
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.THERIVERVALLEYTIMES.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’  
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”  
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE 
FULL LANDING PAGE 
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT  
INFORMATION! 

PRICING VARIES 
DEPENDING ON  
THE NUMBER OF 
WEBSITES WHERE 
YOUR EVENT 
APPEARS, LENGTH  
OF TIME YOUR EVENT 
 IS FEATURED.

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL  
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM  
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

29 WEBSITES  

IN THE GREATER  

SACRAMENTO  

AREA TO  

CHOOSE FROM

COPY THE URL  
OF YOUR EVENT 

LANDING PAGE TO 

INCLUDE IN YOUR  

ADS, & EMAILS, 

Blood Need Urgent 
at Jan. 26 Drive

Vitalant, the Sacramento 
blood bank, is calling for 
more donors because of a 
critical blood shortage, and 
Rancho Murieta residents 
can help. 

Vitalant will hold its 
next Rancho Murieta 
Community Blood Drive 
from noon to 6:15 p.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 26 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church, 14673 Cantova 
Way. The event is spon-
sored by the Rancho 
Murieta Women’s Club and 
the Knights of Columbus. 

Appointments can be 
made online at donors.
vitalant.org using blood 
drive code SMFM053 or 
by calling Vitalant at 877-
258-4825. Walk-ins will be 
accepted as space permits. 

Donors will receive a 
$2 off coupon from Go 4 
Pizza and be entered into 
a drawing for a $50 Go 4 
Pizza gift card donated by 
Carole Thames of Town 
and Country Real Estate. 
Vitalant also will hold a 
separate drawing for one of 
26 $500 gift cards. 

Eat well and drink plenty 
of water before donating, 
and bring a photo ID. For 
eligibility questions, call 
877-258-4825 or visit vita-
lant.org. One donation can 
save more than one life: 
There’s no substitute for 
volunteer blood donors.

Camellias Featured 
at Jan. 27 Garden 

Club Meeting
The Rancho Murieta 

Garden Club’s Jan. 27 
member meeting will focus 
on camellias, with guest 
speaker Greg Gayton of 
Green Acres sharing tips 
on growing and maintain-
ing these winter-blooming 
shrubs. 

Gayton typically brings 

plants to give away when 
he speaks. 

The Rancho Murieta 
Garden Club will also dis-
tribute its 2025-26 Member 
Handbook and California 
Garden Clubs Inc. nursery 
discount cards. 

Thanks go to Margaret 
Watson Hopkins for creat-
ing the handbooks. 

Peggy DeMello is pre-
paring a raffle with prizes, 
and Diane Goebel will pro-
vide refreshments. Guests 
are welcome, and the first 
meeting is free for new 
attendees. 

Doors open at 6 p.m. for 
refreshments and the raffle, 
with the program begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

Deadline to Order 
Senior Banners is 

Jan. 31
The deadline to order 

senior banners for the 
Class of 2026 is Jan. 31. 
Scan the QR code to access 
the order form, cost, pic-
ture size for uploading and 
payment detail. 

Email  questions to 
RMSENIORFLAGS@
gmail.com. Snag your 
Rancho Murieta Parkway 
senior banner today.

Special Speaker Set 
for Feb. 4 Caregiver 

Support Meeting
The Rancho Murieta 

C a r e g i v e r  S u p p o r t 
Group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at 
the RMA Building. The 
next meeting will be held 

Feb. 4, and no signup is 
required to attend. 

The group offers a sup-
portive, confidential space 
for caregivers navigating 
the challenges of caring for 
a loved one. 

Meetings are facilitated, 
and privacy is a priority. 

A special speaker will 
join the Feb. 4 meet-
ing to provide guidance 
on navigating caregiv-
ing resources, including 
affordable home care, adult 
day-care facilities, finan-
cial assistance and safety 
considerations. 

For more information, 
contact Nan Parquette at 
916-354-2281.

CSD Launches  
New Community 

Alert System
The Rancho Murieta 

Communi ty  Serv ices 
District has launched a 
new alert system to notify 
residents about emergen-
cies inside the community. 
The SISA Smart Alert 
Planform by HQE Systems 
is replacing the CodeRed 
system that was in place 
for years. 

Staff has moved most 
t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s 
from CodeRed to SISA. 
Residents may now enroll 
directly at rmcsd.sircom.
org/subscribe. Once you 
have enrolled, you will be 
able to update addresses, 
phone numbers and email 
address at rmcsd.sircom.
org/account. 

The new system was first 
used on Jan. 4 to notify 
residents about a water-
main break on Pescado 
Drive. Residents also are 
encouraged to sign up for 
the Sacramento County 
Emergency system to be 
notified of area emergen-
cies such as fires, floods 
and evacuations at www.
sacramento-alert.org. � H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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10/16/2024.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery



10 • River Valley Times	 JANUARY 23, 2026

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SLOUGHHOUSE, CA (MPG) 
-  C o s u m n e s  R i v e r 
Elementary School’s mul-
tipurpose room echoed 
with cheers, laughter and 
the thud of rubber balls on 
Jan. 10 as the school’s PTA 
hosted Legends & Their 
Ladies in a dodgeball tour-
nament designed to give 
mothers and sons dedicated 
time to bond.

The “Game On!” event 
brought together boys from 
transitional kindergarten 
through sixth grade and the 
important mother figures in 
their lives for an evening 
that combined teamwork, 
friendly rivalry and plenty 
of fun.

The night began with 
mixed teams organized 
by grade level, allow-
ing moms and sons to 
play side by side. As the 
evening progressed, the 
format shifted to head-to-
head matchups dubbed 
“Legends vs. Ladies,” 
in which mothers faced 
off against their sons to 
loud applause from the 
sidelines.

After a dinner break, 
playful consolation games 
mixed age groups, before 
championship rounds 
returned to the original 
teams, culminating in a 
final showdown between 
sixth-grade boys compet-
ing for the title.

PTA President Courtney 
Reid said the idea behind 
the event was to cre-
ate something active and 
inclusive.

“We always try to come 
up with a fun, memorable 
name for our events,” Reid 
said. “Since we wanted to 
include all mother-figure 
participants, we chose to 
use ‘ladies’, and ‘legends’ 
just seemed like the perfect 
complement.”

The decision to center 
the night around dodgeball 
came after considering sev-
eral options.

“We knew we wanted 
an activity that was physi-
cal and allowed the moms 
and sons to work together,” 
Reid said. “After hearing 
positive feedback about 
similar events from parent 
groups at other schools, we 
settled on dodgeball.”

According to Reid, 
the concept exceeded 
expectations.

“It went better than I 
could have imagined,” she 
said. “When they weren’t 
playing, the kids were just 
as engaged watching and 
supporting their peers. It 
created great bonding not 
only between moms and 
sons, but also across grade 
levels.”

Food was intention-
ally kept simple so the 
focus could remain on the 
games. Pizza, cookies, 
chips and “dirty sodas” – 
flavored soda drinks served 
by local vendor Palm Tree 
Pop  – were offered during 
an intermission around 5 
p.m., allowing players to 
refuel before heading back 
onto the court.

The event was orga-
nized by Reid and PTA 
Treasurer Christine Walker, 
with Mackenzi Berkheimer 
serving as day-of coordina-
tor. Additional help came 
from PTA board mem-
bers Michelle Mazzola, 
Meredith Wilkins and 
Brittany Bunnell, as well 
as school staff and parent 
volunteers. New principal 
Ashley Hannon and teach-
ers Melissa Fite and Vandy 
Passmore attended to cheer 
on participants, while par-
aeducator Denny Elgin and 
several dads volunteered as 
referees. Dan Reid served 
as the tournament emcee.

The evening was also 
intentionally designed as 
a counterpart to another 

l o n g s t a n d i n g  P TA 
tradition.

“This event is designed 
to be the equivalent of 
our Daughters & Dates 
Dance,” Reid said, not-
ing that while many PTA 
events are open to entire 
families, these gather-
ings are meant to provide 
focused bonding time.

Reid said some of the 
most meaningful feed-
back came from mothers 
who were initially hesitant 
about the event.

“I think I had five dif-
ferent moms tell me they 
were kind of dreading the 
event because they didn’t 
love the idea of dodgeball 
… and then ended up lov-
ing it,” Reid said.

One comment ,  she 
added,  s tood out  in 

particular.
“One sixth-grade mom 

said the only reason she 
came was that it’s her son’s 
last year at CRES,” Reid 
said. “She later made a 
point of finding me to say it 
was the favorite PTA moth-
er-son event she’s attended 
in all seven years.”

That response helped 
organizers confirm that 
the combination of playful 
competition, teamwork and 
shared experience struck 
the right balance.

“After this dodgeball 
tournament, I think we’ve 
finally found an event 
that’s truly worth repeat-
ing,” Reid said. “It’s 
definitely our plan to hold 
it again next year.”

See more tournament 
photos at therivervalley-
times.com. H

PTA Scores with Mother-Son Dodgeball Night

Emcee Dan Reid signals the start of another moms-vs.-sons game during a PTA-hosted 
dodgeball tournament at Cosumnes River Elementary School on Jan. 10.

As the last player standing on his team, Dax Sutliff gets help 
from Principal Ashley Hannon.

Mothers discover they have just as much fun on the court as their sons.

The “Legends” line up and prepare to take on the “Ladies” in 
a friendly dodgeball matchup.

The youngest medal winners enjoy the moment alongside their mothers.
Jack Price eagerly tries a “dirty soda,” decorated with a festive 
umbrella.

Players from both sides scramble for control of a dodgeball.

A mother-son team sprints into action as play resumes.Students enjoy pizza during the tournament intermission.

Quick footwork and fast reactions help players dodge a flying ball.
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 Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). See official rules at Caesars Rewards Center.

RANCHO MURIETA

HARRAH'S, IONE

just   30 MIN AWAY
BIG FLAVOR

SMALL CASINO

Museum Executive Director Amanda Meeker Set to Retire
California Museum 
News Release

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  - 
California Museum Executive 
Director Amanda Meeker 
announced that she will retire 
in the summer of 2026, after 
more than a decade in the role 
and 28 years of service to the 
Museum. A respected cultural 
leader, Meeker has dedicated 
her career to advancing the 
Museum’s mission to educate 
people about California’s rich 
history, diversity and culture.

During her tenure, Meeker 
has played a central role in 
solidifying the California 
Museum’s position as a 
trusted civic institution, 
expanding its reach, mod-
ernizing i ts  exhibit ions, 
strengthening its public-fac-
ing programs and deepening 
its commitment to inclusive, 
community-centered storytell-
ing. Under her leadership, the 
Museum has become known 
for elevating underrepre-
sented histories and tackling 
contemporary issues shaping 
California today.

“Amanda has been pivotal 
in establishing the Museum’s 
identity as a center of sto-
rytelling representative of 
the diverse people and cul-
tures that make up the Golden 
State,” said Anne Marie 
Petrie, Chair of the California 
Museum Board of Trustees. 
“Her passion for public educa-
tion and her steady leadership 
has advanced the Museum’s 
ability to share knowledge, 
spark dialogue, and inspire 
civic engagement.”

Meeker joined the then-
Golden State Museum as its 
first official employee ahead 
of its opening in 1998, after 
having supported its develop-
ment as a student intern. From 
the start, she helped shape the 
Museum’s vision, developing 
exhibitions and programs that 
reflected California’s complex 
social, political and cultural 

history. Since being appointed 
executive director in 2015, 
she has guided the Museum 
through a period of unprec-
edented growth and change, 
increasing its relevance to the 
communities it serves.

Throughout her career, 
Meeker has been known for 
her collaborative leader-
ship style, fostering strong 
partnerships with educators, 
community organizations, art-
ists, scholars and civic leaders 
across the state. Her work has 
reinforced the Museum’s role 
as a place of historical story-
telling and as a dynamic forum 
for public engagement.

“It has been a privilege 
to steward the California 

Museum’s mission over the 
years, working alongside ded-
icated staff, board members, 
educators and community part-
ners who believe in the power 
of history to inform and inspire 
positive change,” Meeker 
reflected. “The Museum’s 
strength comes from the peo-
ple whose stories it uplifts, 
and I’m confident it will con-
tinue to grow as a space where 
Californians see themselves 
reflected for generations to 
come.”

The California Museum 
Board of Trustees has engaged 
executive search partner 
Isaacson Miller to help iden-
t ify Meeker ’s successor, 
someone who will build on her 

legacy while leading the insti-
tution into its next chapter.

“Amanda’s retirement marks 
the close of a remarkable 
career.  The Board expresses 
its deep appreciation for her 
vision and integrity that helped 
define who we are today,” 
Petrie remarked. “Her legacy 
of leadership will continue to 
inspire those who follow her 
footsteps in maintaining the 
museum’s mission. But most 
of all she will be missed for 
her kindness and incredible 
capacity to care for all of us 
here and her community.”

A s  s h e  p r e p a r e s  f o r 
retirement, Meeker looks 
forward to traveling and pur-
suing personal projects, while 

remaining an advocate for 
museums and public history.

The California Museum - 
home of the California Hall 
of Fame—focuses on the 
state’s rich history, its diver-
sity and its unique influence 
on the world of ideas, innova-
tion, art and culture. Through 
interactive experiences, the 
Museum inspires visitors 
to make a mark on history. 
Located at 1020 O Street in 
the March Fong Eu Secretary 
of State complex, the Museum 
is open Tuesday through 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
General admission is $8-$10. 
Plan a visit at californiamu-
seum.org 

California Museum Executive Director Amanda Meeker announced that she will retire in the summer of 2026. Photo courtesy of the California Museum


