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Get Ready to Dance

Community Center Tumns into Hollywood for One Night
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Hosted by the West Sacramento Parks & Recreation Department ommunity Center,

the annual Family Dance invites parents, kids and caregivers to share an evening
packed with music, creativity and memory-making. A DJ-led dance floor will keep the
energy high, while craft activities and fun photo opportunities offer something for all ages
Photo courtesy of the West Sacramento Parks & Recreation Department

By MPG Staff

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Grab
your best outfit and dancing shoes
because Family Dance 2026 is rolling
out the red carpet for a night of fun,
laughter and together time in West
Sacramento.

Hosted by the West Sacramento
Parks & Recreation Department
Community Center, the annual Family
Dance invites parents, kids and care-
givers to share an evening packed with
music, creativity and memory-mak-
ing. The optional Hollywood-themed
dress-up adds a playful twist, giving
families the chance to channel movie
stars or classic film icons while they
dance the night away.

The event takes place from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026,
at the West Sacramento Community
Center, 1075 West Capitol Ave. A
DJ-led dance floor will keep the
energy high, while craft activities and
fun photo opportunities offer some-
thing for all ages. Light refreshments
will be available to keep dancers
fueled throughout the evening.

Registration is required in advance
and can be completed online or in
person at the Community Center or
Recreation Center offices. Tickets will
not be sold at the door. Pricing is $60
for one adult and one child, $25 for
each additional child and $35 for each
additional adult.

Families planning to attend should

note that street parking is limited
along West Capitol Avenue. Visitors
are encouraged to use the City Hall
and Community Center parking lots.
The front entrance at West Capitol
and Merkley will be locked; attendees
should enter on the south side of the
building near the Community Center
parking lot.

Whether dressed for Hollywood
or just ready to dance, families can
expect a warm, welcoming evening
designed to bring the community
together, one song, one smile and one
shared memory at a time.

For more information or to register
online visit https://www.cityofwest-
sacramento.org/Home/Components/
Calendar/Event/9351/887. *

Raley's Marks 40 Years of Hunger Relief

New grant-funding round supports critical infrastructure needs at food banks

Raley’s Food for
Families News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - For 40 years,
Raley’s Food For Families
has been a steadfast partner
in the fight against hunger.
Since 1986, the organiza-
tion has donated more than
81 million dollars and 70
million pounds of whole-
some, nutritious food to
its existing network of
12 Feeding America food
bank partners and their
subsequent network of
more than 2,400 agencies.
Now, as Raley’s Food
For Families marks this sig-
nificant anniversary, the
organization is demon-
strating its

dedication with the launch

long-term of its renewed 2026 Program with applications

Raley's Food For Families is celebratmg 40 years of food bank donations and doubling down
on its commitment to helping their community with the renewed 2026 Infrastructure Grant
Program opening this month. Photo courtesy of Raley’s Food for Families
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Appellate
Court Rejects
Delta Tunnel

Financing

Delta Counties
Coalition News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The Delta Counties
Coalition (DCC) wel-
comes the opinion by the
Third District Court of
Appeal, which upheld the
lower court’s ruling that
the State of California
lacks legal authority to
issue billions of dollars in
bonds to finance the pro-
posed Delta tunnel project
without explicit legislative
approval.

This decision affirms
what Delta communities,
counties, and local agen-
cies have raised for years:
that a project of this scale,
cost and consequence can-
not be advanced through
administrative maneuver-
ing or broad interpretations
of decades-old statutes.

The court made clear
that the Department of
Water Resources exceeded
its authority by attempting
to classify the Delta tunnel
as a “modification” of the
State Water Project, rather
than what it plainly is — a
massive new conveyance
facility with far-reaching
impacts.

For the counties and
residents who live and
work in the Delta, this rul-
ing is an important step
toward transparency,
accountability, and law-
ful decision-making. The
proposed tunnel would
fundamentally alter Delta
land use, threaten local
water supply reliability,
place additional pressure
on fragile ecosystems,
and expose ratepayers and
communities to escalating
financial risk — all with-
out clear authorization
from the Legislature or any
water supply benefits for
affected regions.

The court’s opinion
underscores a basic prin-
ciple: if the State wishes
to pursue a project with
an estimated — and ques-
tionable — price tag of $20
billion and decades-long
consequences, it must do
so openly, with full legis-
lative scrutiny and public
accountability. Delta com-
munities should not be
asked to bear the envi-
ronmental, economic, and
social costs of a project
that has yet to demonstrate
clear benefits or a lawful
funding path.

Continued on page 3
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Raley’s Marks 40
Years of Hunger Relief

Continued from page 1
The grant initiative builds
on immediate hunger relief
efforts by investing in
infrastructure that enables
sustained, meaningful
impact for years to come.

“For four decades, Food
For Families has been priv-
ileged to donate millions
of pounds of food and to
provide support to hungry
families across our com-
munities. This milestone
is a moment to celebrate
that impact and recom-
mit to the long-term work
of food security,” said
Julie Teel, president of
Food For Families Board
of Directors. “By focus-
ing on infrastructure, we’re
strategically making funds
available so these vital
community partners can
strengthen their ability to
get food to those who need
it most.”

The new grant cycle
builds on the success
of the inaugural 2025
Infrastructure Grant
Program, which distrib-
uted just over $340,000 to
support critical needs iden-
tified by food banks and
their partner agencies. The
first funding round made a
significant impact, includ-
ing funds for refrigeration

units, box trucks, forklifts,
and pallet jacks, along with
many smaller infrastruc-
ture items, such as shelving
units.

“These investments
directly translate to
increased food access for
families by allowing food
bank staff and volunteers
to work more efficiently,
ultimately serving more
people with the same
resources. For example, a
single pallet jack can save
76 manual trips per truck-
load,” said Teel. “The
grant funding is a tangible
example of the profound
commitment Raley’s has
made to the communities it
serves.”

The 2026 Infrastructure
Grant Program will pri-
oritize grants that directly
increase food access rather
than focus on food educa-
tion. Eligible applicants
include partner agencies,
food pantries, and clos-
ets affiliated with Raley’s
Food For Families’ Feeding
America food bank partners
including Alameda County
Community Food Bank,
Central California Food
Bank, Food Bank of Contra
Costa & Solano, Food Bank
for Monterey County, Food
Bank of Northern Nevada,

Feeding the Foothills,
Redwood Empire Food
Bank, Sacramento Food
Bank & Family Services,
Second Harvest Silicon
Valley, Second Harvest
Food Bank of Santa Cruz
County, Second Harvest of
The Greater Valley and Yolo
Food Bank

As a way to celebrate
and recognize its long-term
food bank partner network,
Raley’s will also highlight
the work of one partner
food bank each month
throughout 2026. For
more information about
the 2026 Infrastructure
Grant Program, includ-
ing application deadlines
and specific requirements,
food bank partners should
reach out to their Feeding
America food bank partner.

“We’re honored to
mark 40 years of food
security leadership and
real-world impact,” said
Teel. “Raley’s Food For
Families has remained
committed in its mission
to alleviate hunger by pro-
viding nutritious food to
those in need. The organi-
zation’s longevity reflects
a deep-rooted belief that
food security is founda-
tional to community health
and opportunity.” *

CCA Opens Applications for 2026
Aviation and STEM Scholarship Program

PG&E Donates S1 Million to Local
Food Banks to Feed Families

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Pacific Gas and
Electric Company (PG&E) is contribut-
ing $1 million to help local food banks
replenish stocks after the holidays and
help feed the growing number of individ-
uals and families struggling to put food on
the table.

The PG&E funding will provide the
equivalent of approximately 3 million
meals for individuals and families. It will
support 38 food banks representing 47
counties in PG&E’s Northern and Central
California service area.

Nine of these food banks are located in
the greater Sacramento area and are col-
lectively receiving $168,000 in funding.
In Amador County, the Interfaith Council
of Amador will receive $5,000. E1 Dorado
County’s Food Bank of El Dorado County
is allocated $12,830, while the Food Bank
of Nevada County will receive $5,000.
Placer Food Bank in Placer County is set
to receive $17,300. In Sacramento County,
Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services
will receive $40,000. San Joaquin County
includes two recipients: the Emergency
Food Bank of Stockton and Second
Harvest Food Bank of the Greater Valley,
each receiving $26,660. In Yolo County,
Yolo Food Bank is awarded $19,170.

It is the third contribution to food banks
since September from PG&E or the PG&E
Corporation Foundation (the PG&E
Foundation). Funding for these charitable
contributions comes from PG&E share-
holders, not PG&E customers.

Officials with the California Association
of Food Banks said that food banks are
facing record-breaking demand, the high-
est since the pandemic.

“California food banks experienced
an unexpected surge with the [federal
government] shutdown this fall. So, we
reached out for help on their behalf and
PG&E responded,” said Stacia Levenfeld,
Chief Executive Officer of California
Association of Food Banks. “Their $1
million gift to food banks throughout

Northern and Central California will have
a meaningful impact on the lives of mil-
lions of people this holiday season and
help food banks continue their critical
work in our communities.”

Joe Wilson, vice president, PG&E’s
North Valley & Sierra Region added, “We
are grateful to help local food banks fulfill
their mission during this time of increas-
ing demand, especially as more families
and seniors are struggling through the hol-
iday season. Our longstanding partnership
with the California Association of Food
Banks supports the safety net that is our
local food banks.”

2025 Support for Food Banks

In September, the PG&E Foundation
awarded $1.12 million to support local
food banks, tribal food banks and senior
meal programs. In November, the PG&E
Foundation donated $250,000 to the
California Association of Food Banks’
Emergency Response Fund.

According to the California Association
of Food Banks, while California produces
nearly half of the nation’s fruits and vege-
tables, more than one in five residents do
not know where their next meal will come
from. Communities of color face even
higher levels of food insecurity.

Grant amounts that will be awarded to
local organizations account for county
poverty and unemployment levels, using
the California Department of Social
Services’ formula, to promote equity
among counties with higher need.

About The PG&E Corporation
Foundation

The PG&E Corporation Foundation
is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, separate from PG&E and
sponsored by PG&E Corporation.

About PG&E

Pacific Gas and Electric Company,
a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation
(NYSE:PCQ), is a combined natural gas
and electric utility serving more than 16
million people across 70,000 square miles
in Northern and Central California. For
more information, visit pge.com and pge.
com/news. *

California Capital Airshow
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California
Capital Airshow (CCA) is proud to announce
that applications for its annual Aviation and
STEM Scholarship Program opened Jan. 13,
continuing the organization’s long-standing
commitment to inspiring and empowering
the next generation of innovators, aviators
and community leaders.

Each year, the Airshow awards schol-
arships to outstanding students pursuing
education to support careers in aviation,
aeronautics, aerospace and related fields.
The 2026 program will provide financial
support to help students achieve their dreams
while fueling the future workforce of these
critical industries.

Applications will remain open until May
1, and are available at californiacapitalair-
show.com/scholarships. Applicants must
reside in Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer,
Sutter, Solano, Yolo or Yuba counties to be
considered.

Since its inception, the California Capital
Airshow has awarded more than $600,000
in scholarships to over 280 students from
across the Sacramento region. Each scholar-
ship represents a student whose passion and

perseverance are shaping the future of avia-
tion and STEM.

“The California Capital Airshow is so
much more than a weekend of thrilling per-
formances,” said Darcy Brewer, Executive
Director of the California Capital Airshow.
“Our scholarship program is at the heart
of what we do year-round, building path-
ways for students to explore careers that
strengthen our region and our nation’s
future.”

Scholarship winners will be announced in
early June, with recipients honored as part of
the Airshow’s 2026 show taking place Oct.
10-11, at Mather Airport.

For more information about the pro-
gram, eligibility requirements, and how to
apply, visit californiacapitalairshow.com/
scholarships.

Established in 2004, the California Capital
Airshow is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to honoring the past, inspiring
the future, and showcasing the strength and
innovation of aviation. In addition to hosting
one of the nation’s largest airshows, featur-
ing military and civilian performers like the
United States Air Force Thunderbirds, CCA
invests year-round in youth programs, schol-
arships, and community partnerships that
inspire the next generation of leaders. *

MOXIE SALON

Environmental Protection Lawsuit
Against Sherali Gas Corp. Settled

Yolo County District
Attorney’s Office
News Release

WOODLAND/DOWNIEVILLE
CA (MPG) - On Jan. 7, Yolo
County Superior Court
Judge Samuel McAdam
approved a settlement
imposing $1.16 million in
civil penalties and investi-
gative costs on defendants
in an environmental pro-
tection action.

Sherali Davis LLC;
Sherali Gas Company,
Inc.; and Ali, Habiba, and
Shanawas Sherali admitted
violating environmental
laws at three retail gas sta-
tions: 5th & L Gas Mart
(Davis); Main Street Gas
(Woodland); and the Gas
Mart in Downieville, the
town’s only fuel station,
which sits adjacent to the
North Fork of the Yuba
River.

Defendants, like all
underground storage tank
(UST) operators, are sub-
ject to fair yet stringent
environmental require-
ments, reflecting the

danger of a release of
the petroleum products
stored in underground

one-gallon release from an
underground storage tank
can quickly contaminate
up to one million gallons
of water. A pin-prick-sized
hole in a tank can leak up
to 400 gallons of fuel a
year.

As a result of this set-
tlement, defendants are
subject to a permanent
statewide injunction.
They must retain an
experienced compliance
manager to help prevent
future environmental vio-
lations. They are subject
to $1,000,000 in civil pen-
alties, a portion of which
will become due only if
they violate laws in the
future, and they agree to
pay $160,000.00 in inves-
tigative and enforcement
costs. During negotiations
with the People, defen-
dants re-opened the
Downieville Gas Mart,
having replaced anti-
quated single-walled
underground storage tanks
with double-walled tanks
that better protect the
environment.

Yolo County District
Attorney Jeff Reisig and
Sierra County District

praised the collaborative
effort on this case. “It is
important to protect our
freshwater resources and
ensure all businesses fol-
low the law and operate on
a level playing field. We
thank the Environmental
Health Divisions of Yolo
and Sierra Counties and
the California State Water
Resources Control Board
for investigative efforts and
assistance with this case.”
This civil action was
made possible in part by
the Circuit Prosecutor
Project, which provides a
grant-funded prosecutor to
help enforce environmental
laws in rural counties. The
Project, which is funded by
California Environmental
Protection Agency
(CalEPA) and adminis-
tered by the Placer County
District Attorney, seeks
to protect state natural
resources and rural county
residents from environ-
mental harm, including
those caused by leaking
underground storage tanks.
The Sherali defen-
dants cooperated with the
People’s investigation and
committed to lawfully

Attorney Sandra A. Groven operating in the future.

storage tanks: even a
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Appellate Court Rejects Delta
Tunnel Financing

Continued from page 1

While proponents have suggested the
ruling does not end the project, it unde-
niably raises serious questions about its
viability. Just last year, the Governor
unsuccessfully attempted to tack legisla-
tion onto the State Budget that would have
bypassed many hurdles for the tunnel, and
his representatives at that time confidently
told the Legislature that they would pre-
vail on this matter in court.

This calls into question this project’s
other significant problems. At a mini-
mum, this court decision requires the

State to pause and reconsider whether
continued pursuit of the tunnel is pru-
dent, lawful, or aligned with California’s
broader goals for sustainable water
management, climate resilience and
regional equity.

The Delta Counties Coalition remains
committed to collaborative, science-based
water solutions that

protect the Delta, support local com-
munities, and provide reliable water
supplies statewide — without sacrificing
the rule of law or the voices of those most
directly affected. *

Partnership Now Accepting
Applications for Scholarship Program

Partnership HealthPlan
of California News Release

FAIRFIELD, CA (MPG) - Partnership
HealthPlan of California is now accept-
ing applications for the 2026 Partnership
Member Scholarship Program, offering
financial support to members pursuing
higher education and careers in health
care, social service, or public service.

The 2026 program will award one
$10,000 scholarship and four $5,000
scholarships to eligible applicants.
Scholarships are awarded based on the
quality of essay responses, the applicant’s
demonstrated interest in a career in health
care, social service, or public service, and
a letter of recommendation.

This scholarship program builds on the
success of last year’s inaugural awards.
Last September, Partnership announced
the 2025 scholarship recipients. Winning
applications highlighted the diverse edu-
cational goals and inspiring stories of
member scholars.

To apply, candidates must: complete the
scholarship application, including essay
questions; obtain one letter of recommen-

and release, as well as an accuracy state-
ment. Applications will be accepted from
Jan. 21 through March 18, 2026.

Partnership will review all eligible
applications and select scholarship recipi-
ents through a competitive review process.
Scholarship winners will be announced in
Summer 2026.

For more details on how to apply, visit:
www.partnershiphp.org/About/Pages/
MemberScholarshipProgram.aspx or
email communications@partnershiphp.
org.

Partnership HealthPlan of California
is a community-based, safety-net health
care organization that contracts with
the state to administer Medi-Cal bene-
fits. Partnership provides quality care to
approximately 900,000 Medi-Cal mem-
bers. Starting in Solano County in 1994,
Partnership now serves 24 Northern
California counties: Butte, Colusa,
Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake,
Lassen, Marin, Mendocino, Modoc,
Napa, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta,
Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Sutter,
Tehama, Trinity, Yolo and Yuba. Learn
more about Partnership at PartnershipHP.

UC Master Gardener Gives
Class On Fruit Tree Care

< [ 2 ' 1
Yolo County residents are invited to learn the basics of fruit tree care, interactive class led by

UC Master Gardener Bonnie Berman on Saturday, Jan. 31 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the
Health and Human Services Agency’s (HHSA) Bauer Building in Woodland. Photo by Anna Armbrust

from Pixabay.

Yolo County
News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) -
Yolo County residents are
invited to learn the basics
of fruit tree care, inter-
active class led by UC
Master Gardener Bonnie
Berman on Saturday, Jan.
31 from 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. at the Health and
Human Services Agency’s
(HHSA) Bauer Building in
Woodland.

Presented by the Health
and Human Services
Agency, this class will
cover fruit tree pruning,
common fruit tree pests
and how to control them,

improve the lifespan of
your fruit trees. Winter is
the ideal time to care for
your fruit trees to sup-
port healthy growth and
productivity.

This class is open to all
and is part of Health and
Human Service Agency’s
commitment to provid-
ing education that supports
healthy eating and active
lifestyles. Pre-registration
is required by Friday,
Jan. 30. To register, con-
tact Nick Gazda at Nick.
Gazda@ YoloCounty.gov
or at (530) 666-8429.

The Bauer Building
is located at 137 N.
Cottonwood Street in

Health and Human
Services Agency and
Herber Bauer Memorial
Community Garden. Due
to weather, the class will be
held indoors in the Walker
and Thompson conference
rooms. A free, informal
garden and orchard tour
with a Q&A discussion will
commence following the
class, weather permitting.
Community gar-
den classes are offered
for free throughout the
year by the Health and
Human Services Agency.
Interested residents can
learn more about upcom-
ing garden activities and
classes by visiting www.

dation; and sign a waiver of confidentiality

org.

*

as well as tips on how to

Woodland, next to the

YoloCounty.gov/garden. %

Celebrate Financial Wellness Month with CalKIDS

CalKIDS Scholarships
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- Financial Wellness Month
is a time for families across
California to set goals, build
healthier money habits and plan
for the year ahead. It’s also the
perfect moment for parents and
guardians to take one simple step
that can make a long-term differ-
ence for a child’s future: claim a
CalKIDS Scholarship Account
that may already be waiting in
their name.

CalKIDS is a statewide pro-
gram that provides automatic
scholarship accounts to help
California newborns, young chil-
dren, and eligible public school
students pay for college or career
training. For many families, the
scholarship is already available
and just needs to be claimed by
visiting CalKIDS.org. Unlike
many scholarships, CalKIDS
does not require essays, a mini-
mum GPA, or recommendation
letters, making it an easy first
step for families planning ahead.

Statewide, more than 60 per-
cent of public school students
in grades 2 to 12 are eligible to
claim a CalKIDS Scholarship
worth up to $1,500. Eligible col-
lege-aged students may also have
a CalKIDS Scholarship Account
and can use funds once they are
enrolled in an accredited col-
lege or eligible career training
program.

Additionally, children born
in California on or after July 1,
2022, also have a scholarship
account worth up to $175. This
includes an additional $50 for
parents and guardians who link
the child’s CalKIDS Scholarship
Account to a ScholarShare
529 Account, California’s offi-
cial education savings plan,
where they can continue sav-
ing on their own. Linking to
ScholarShare 529 Account is one
way CalKIDS encourages long-
term planning and helps families
build savings habits over time.

“California is investing in our

As a cradle-to-career program, CalKIDS helps families connect today’s small step to tomorrow’s opportunity.

Photo courtesy of CalKIDS

children because education and
career training are the stron-
gest pathways to opportunity,”
said State Treasurer Fiona Ma,
CPA, Chair of the ScholarShare
Investment Board. “CalKIDS
is a $2 billion public invest-
ment that puts scholarship funds
within reach for millions of
Californians. During Financial
Wellness Month, I encourage
parents, guardians, and students
to visit CalKIDS.org, to see if
they have a scholarship account
ready to be claimed.”

The program has created more
than five million individual
CalKIDS Scholarship Accounts,
making it the largest child devel-
opment account program in the
nation. For families, claiming a
scholarship is a practical step that
can make planning for college or
career training feel more real and
achievable.

Claiming a scholarship is
quick, easy, and can be done

L N ¥
Statewide, more than 60 percent of
public school students in grades 2
to 12 are eligible to claim a CalKIDS
Scholarship worth up to $1,500.
Photo courtesy of CalKIDS

entirely online: Go to CalKIDS.
org and click “Confirm
Eligibility”. For newborns and
young children born on or after
July 1, 2022, enter the child’s
Local Registration Number
(LRN), a 13-digit number found
on the child’s birth certificate.
For students in grades 2 to

12, enter the Statewide Student
Identifier (SSID), a 10-digit num-
ber found on the student’s school
portal, transcript, report card,
or by contacting their school
directly. College-aged students
who no longer have access to
their school portal can con-
tact their former high school to
request their Statewide Student
Identifier.

CalKIDS scholarship funds
can help cover qualified edu-
cation expenses for college or
career training, including tuition
and fees, required books and sup-
plies, and computer equipment.
Scholarship funds can be used
once a student is at least 17 and
enrolled in an accredited col-
lege, university, or career training
program.

Mallory R., a student from
Evergreen Valley College shared,
“CalKIDS provides low income
students, such as myself, with
additional financial support for

higher education. CalKIDS has
been a fundamental resource for
my academic career through the
provision of additional finan-
cial support thus allowing me
to completely focus on my aca-
demic journey without financial
insecurity.”

For many students and fam-
ilies, discovering they have
scholarship funds through
CalKIDS can be more than
financial support. It can make
planning feel real and achievable,
and it can encourage earlier steps
toward education and career
goals.

“The CalKIDS program has
been a catalyst for building a
culture around financial well-
ness,” according to Dora Beyer,
Vice President of Community
Development at Excite Credit
Union. “We have dozens of
schools and non-profits collabo-
rating on outreach and education
around how CalKIDS supports
college readiness. Students and
families appreciate the sim-
plicity of the program and are
eager to learn about additional
ways to prepare financially for
education.”

Financial wellness is built
through consistent habits and
forward-looking choices, and
Financial Wellness Month is a
reminder that planning ahead
does not have to be complicated.
Through CalKIDS, California
is helping families build assets
and expand access to educa-
tion and career training. For
older students, the program pro-
vides real financial support to
meet immediate education needs.
For families with young chil-
dren, CalKIDS plants the seeds
of lifelong financial literacy and
savings-minded habits.

As a cradle-to-career program,
CalKIDS helps families connect
today’s small step to tomorrow’s
opportunity. Parents, guardians,
and students are encouraged to
visit CalKIDS.org to check eli-
gibility and claim a scholarship
account as part of their financial
planning for higher education. *
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Kings Korner

SACRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

What a difference a week makes!

Losers of seven straight games and look-
ing like cellar dwellers, the Kings went
to a youth movement that saw the home-
town boys win four consecutive games and
nearly made it five straight as they fell to
the Portland Trailblazers for the third time
this season.

The mini winning streak had a cold
water in the face effect for many pun-
dits and fans, as the Kings easily handled
the Rockets, Lakers, Knicks and the
Washington Wizards.

Even more surprising was the way the
Kings put away the competition, as they
won by double digits in each of the 4 wins.

A shot in the arm? You bet it was, and
it should give the organization a moment
of pause as they reassess what they have
regarding talent that resides on this team.

Right in the middle of this euphoric
4-game run was none other than 6’11” big
man Dylan Cardwell, that has come out of
nowhere to become a fan favorite. Just 24
years old, the Kings have stumbled onto a
diamond in the rough, and no one on this
team plays with greater enthusiasm than
Cardwell. Comparisons are being made
of Dennis Rodman, as Cardwell bounces
down the court with arms uplifted,
energizing the crowd and getting fans on
their feet.

Not known for his scoring, Cardwell
went undrafted a year ago, and the Kings
signed him to a 2-way contract for this
season. Smart move and one that’s already
paying off.

Cardwell might not get 20 points per
game, but his affection for blocking shots
and playing ferocious defense is just what
the Kings needed to get them back.

The question will be as the trade dead-
line approaches, will the Kings realize
what they have in Cardwell and value him
to the point of not including him in a trade.
Don’t do it! And by the same token, do not
trade Precious Achiuwa!

For the first time in many years the
Kings can put a big lineup on the floor and
it’s showing results.

As the center piece of the Kings
Domantas Sabonis was sidelined with a
knee injury, coach Christie had no choice
but to use both Achiuwa and Cardwell side

by side, and the results were astounding.

Not to be forgotten is rookie Maxime
Raynaud who although not as impres-
sive, is coming along, and I’'m hopeful the
Kings hang onto Raynaud as well.

The idea of blowing up this team in my
opinion was never a good one, and I am
in favor of the Kings either finding a trade
that will add a topflight scorer, or worst
case scenario, hold down the fort, work
with the existing squad, and make your
move in the next draft.

OKC and others have proven that the
draft can be your friend. If the Kings can
begin to assess talent, there is a real pos-
sibility that the upcoming draft, that is
predicted to be a talent laden one, can
produce another player of DeAaron Fox
quality.

Every reason to start getting excited
Kings fans.

Domantas Sabonis is back, and will
Christie have the wherewithal to play
Cardwell and Sabonis at the same time.
Is it just a pipe dream to have Achiuwa,
Cardwell, and Sabonis all playing on
the court at the same time? Wow, what
a rebounding trio, and with scorers like
Murray, DeRozan, and Lavine to compli-
ment the big men, what might this team
look like.

Say your prayers for coach Christie that
the talent fairy will tap him on the shoul-
der and give him good common sense to
see what he has right before him.

As T have said many times before, look
no further than your bench to find talent,
and stop sending quality players away
where they make teams better.

The Sacramento Kings really are
better than their 12-31 record reports,
and the second half of the season really
does matter.

Scott Perry, don’t make hasty decisions,
and let this team continue to gel while giv-
ing the youth of the team a chance to show
what they’re made of.

If you haven’t gotten out to a game there
is no better time than right now. These
guys will get you on your feet over and
over again!

Go Kings and let’s tweak things and by
all means not blow it up!

All the best! *

Homelessness Crisis Remains One
of Newsom’s Biggest Political Liabilities

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

While delivering his final
State of the State address and
proposing his final state bud-
get last week, Gov. Gavin
Newsom clearly sought to
neutralize an issue that has
haunted his political career
for more than two decades
and could torpedo his hopes
of becoming president:
homelessness.

First, a bit of history.

Just months after being
elected mayor of San
Francisco in 2004, Newsom
unveiled a plan he said would
clear city streets of homeless
people in 10 years. Fourteen
years later, while running for
governor, Newsom declared
that homelessness in San
Francisco had “never been
worse.”

He said eradicating home-
lessness would be a high
priority and promised to
appoint a homeless “czar”
who could cut through red
tape and intergovernmental
friction to get the job done.
Later, when pressed by report-
ers over the czar pledge, he
snapped, “You want to know
who’s the homeless czar? I'm
the homeless czar in the state
of California.”

Despite that self-appoint-
ment and devoting almost
all of his 2020 State of the
State address to homeless-
ness, the number of unhoused
Californians continued to rise
to record levels. As it did,
Newsom began blaming local
governments for not spending

state homelessness grants
effectively and threatened to
withhold annual funding.

However, in 2024 State
Auditor Grant Parks exco-
riated Newsom’s own
California Interagency
Council on Homelessness for
failing to effectively monitor
and coordinate homelessness
programs — even though
the state had spent more than
$20 billion during Newsom’s
governorship.

He later reorganized
the council and last year it
issued a glossy “Action Plan
for Preventing and Ending
Homelessness.” Newsom
hailed it as “not just a report
of our investments, but
a directive for continued
accountability and action
towards specific quantifiable
goals.”

It listed multiple things that
should be done to alleviate the
homelessness crisis, but never
mentioned how its lofty goals
should be achieved nor said
anything about how the state’s
deficit-ridden budget would
pay for them.

In last week’s State of
the State address, Newsom
sang the political version
of the World War II tune,
“Ac-Cent-Tchu-Ate the
Positive,” cataloguing his
accomplishments during the
last seven years, including
progress toward eliminating
homelessness.

“When I began as governor,
there was no homeless plan,
no mental health plan and
certainly no housing plan,”
Newsom told legislators.
“There was no accountabil-
ity and little investment. The
responsibility fell to cities and
counties, with little interest
from Sacramento.”

Newsom ticked off the
efforts he had made and
bragged that, “Early data,
just compiled, shows that
the number of unsheltered

homeless people in California
dropped 9% in 2025,” while
“the nation saw an 18.1%
overall increase in homeless-
ness. Our investments are
paying off.”

He could not, however,
resist another jab at local
officials, saying he is “pro-
viding counties what they’ve
been asking for: the predict-
able funding for housing
and substance abuse treat-
ment. No more excuses — it’s
time to bring people off the
streets, out of encampments,
into housing, into treatment.
Counties need to do their
job.”

County officials took
umbrage. The California State
Association of Counties, in a
statement, complained that
Newsom'’s budget shifts the
financial burden for several
health and welfare programs
to county governments and
fails to protect them from fed-
eral reductions.

The organization also
cited the new budget’s omis-
sion of an annual bloc grant
for homeless programs, and
the administration’s stalling
the delivery of cash from a
past allocation, “which was
approved by the Legislature
18 months ago.”

While Newsom cites a 9%
drop in homelessness, if true
it would be from a base of
nearly 200,000 Californians
without homes. There are still
plenty of squalid encamp-
ments to be videotaped and
featured on ads attacking a
potential presidential can-
didate named Newsom two
years hence.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *

Social Security Matters

I'm Divorced: Can I Get Benefits
from my Ex-husband?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: After 16
years of marriage, we
were divorced. I have
never remarried, but he
has. When he starts col-
lecting Social Security (he
is 64 now and still work-
ing), is it true that I can
claim ex-spousal bene-
fits or does that go to the
current wife? How would
[ find this info? Signed: A
Divorced Spouse

Dear Divorced Spouse:
The fact that your ex-hus-
band has remarried has no
influence on your ability
to collect benefits based
on his record. If you are
eligible for ex-spouse
benefits (because you did
not remarry), you can get
those benefits regardless
of whether his current
wife collects benefits on
his record. In other words,
both you and his cur-
rent wife can both collect
spousal benefits from your
ex-husband’s earnings
record.

Your eligibility for an
ex-spouse benefit is deter-
mined by comparing your
own SS retirement benefit
amount at full retirement
age (FRA) to his — if your

own SS benefit at your
FRA is less than 50%
of your ex’s FRA bene-
fit entitlement, and you
were married to your ex
for more than 10 years,
are not currently mar-
ried and are at least 62
years old, then you can
get a “spousal boost” (an
amount added to your own
Social Security retire-
ment amount). In fact, if
you have been divorced
for over two years, you
can get an ex-spouse ben-
efit even though he is not
yet receiving his own SS
retirement benefit.

Be aware, however,
if you claim any Social
Security benefit (both your
own SS retirement amount
and your ex-spouse “spou-
sal boost”) before you
reach your full retirement
age, the monthly amount
you get will be reduced
according to how much
before your full retirement
age you claim. Spouse
and ex-spouse benefits
reach maximum at your
full retirement age but are
reduced if claimed earlier
than your full retirement
age. Claiming your ben-
efits as an ex-spouse will
also result in you receiving
your own SS retirement
benefit (reduced if you
haven’t yet reached FRA).

I suggest you con-
tact Social Security at
1.800.772.1213 to make
a telephone appoint-
ment to evaluate whether
you are entitled benefits
as an ex-spouse. If your
own SS retirement ben-
efit at your FRA is less

than half of your ex’s FRA
entitlement, you will be.
To apply for those bene-
fits you will need a copy
of your divorce decree
(and perhaps your mar-
riage certificate), and
your ex-husband’s Social
Security number (if you
do not have his SSN, you
can provide his date and
place of birth and his par-
ents’ names, and SSA will
likely be able to locate
your ex’s SS record).

SSA will be able to
tell you what your total
monthly benefit as an
ex-spouse will be when
you meet with them,
at which point you can
decide whether to claim
your benefits early or wait
until your FRA to achieve
your maximum amount as
an ex-spouse.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. *
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Finally, the United States
will follow through on its
NATO commitments.

That’d be the cheeky
interpretation of President
Donald Trump’s announce-
ment, via Truth Social, that
he wants the U.S. defense
budget to be $1.5 trillion.
This would represent a
stunning 50% increase over
the current budget and put
the U.S. right around 5% of
GDP, the target level that
NATO countries recently
adopted at Trump’s insis-
tence.

The details and fol-
low-through will matter,
but on its own terms, the
Trump declaration is of
epic significance.

Such a historic buildup
would meet the moment
-- it’s never made sense
that the U.S. would enter
a period of heightened risk
of great power conflict at a
time when it has difficul-
ty replenishing its missile
stocks.

It would match the predi-
lections of a president who
enjoys throwing his weight
around. If Trump wants to
speak loudly and carry a
big stick, it requires the re-
sources to build and main-
tain the stick.

And it would match his
vision of a world-class
military. You can’t have a
Golden Dome -- Trump’s
project for an enhanced
missile defense -- or a
Golden Fleet -- his notion
of a next-generation navy --
without a Golden Defense
Budget.

The scale of spending
contemplated here is truly
astounding. A $500 bil-
lion increase would rough-

Yes, We Need a
$1.5 Trillion Defense Budget

ly match the total annual
spending of all non-U.S.
NATO countries. The per-
centage increase would be
the highest since the Kore-
an War and double the big-
gest annual increases of the
Reagan years.

“We still talk about the
Reagan buildup,” Secre-
tary of War Pete Hegseth
said in a speech last month,
“and my kids and yours
will someday talk about the
Trump buildup.”

The Trump proposal
would not just be a down
payment on that promise,
but a big step toward ful-
filling it.

If our military is highly
proficient --as demonstrat-
ed in the Venezuela raid --
it also doesn’t have the ma-
teriel to wage a protracted
major war.

Defense analyst Mack-
enzie Eaglin of the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute
has long been ringing the
alarm. She recently not-
ed that during the short
Israel-Iran war, we fired
150, or one-quarter, of our
THAAD missiles, exceed-
ing our annual purchase
rate by three times. In the
Red Sea, the Navy fired
more Tomahawks in Janu-
ary 2024 than it bought in
all of 2023.

These shortfalls, as Ea-
glin points out, are espe-
cially disturbing when
compared to the building
capacity of our adversar-
ies. Whereas the Russians
make more than 300,000
artillery shells a month, we
make only 40,000 155mm
shells. “Beijing builds six
naval combatant ships,”
she writes, “for every 1.8
ships the U.S. builds.”

Even The New York
Times -- not known for

beating the drums for more
defense spending -- devot-
ed a splashy editorial last
month to the sorry state
of our military-industrial
base.

In his new book, “War
and Power,” scholar Phil-
lips Payson O’Brien relates
how wars between great
powers are usually not won
by brilliant battle plans, or
by the commitment or pro-
ficiency of the troops. Rath-
er, it is productive capacity
-- and the ability to degrade
that of the enemy while
maintaining or increasing
your own -- that makes the
difference.

The Nazis weren’t going
to win the Battle of Britain
when the Brits were pro-
ducing twice as many air-
craft as Hitler.

On top of this, a nation
needs to make shrewd
choices about what it is
building (the Nazis also
had the wrong planes for
the Battle of Britain --
bombers with payloads that
were too small and fighters
with limited range).

The U.S. needs to make
sure that it is not overin-
vesting in the weapons sys-
tems of the past, although a
defense budget on the scale
that Trump is discussing
would relieve some pres-
sure from these choices.
We could very well have
our traditional subs and
jet fighters, and our cut-
ting-edge drones, too.

Trump’s taste for gilding
everything can be over the
top. It’d be a national ser-
vice, though, if he manages
to make the U.S. defense
budget golden.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *



West Sacramento News Ledger

JANUARY 23, 2026 - 5

T .

Pear Farmers Seek to Limit Argentine

Fruit in US Market

California pear growers are seeking relief
from Argentine imports that they say
have displaced their fruit in U.S. markets
and driven down prices for growers in
the state. During the past decade, the vol-
ume of Argentine pears sold in the U.S.
more than doubled, last year rising to 1.3
million boxes and for the first time sur-
passing the amount of California-grown
Bartlett pears sold to the fresh market.
“It’s one of the biggest headwinds that
the California pear industry has faced,”
Ryan Elliot, a sixth-generation pear
grower from Sacramento County, said
of surging imports from Argentina. “If
we don’t figure something out soon, we
won’t be around.” Pressure from imports
has already contributed to a decline in
California’s pear production, with acre-
age falling from 10,610 in 2000 to 4,500
in 2024.

Farm Bureau Photo Award Celebrates

California Agriculture

A silhouette of a cattle rancher practic-
ing with a lasso at sunset, captured by
the rancher’s sister Joelle Naphan of
Butte County, was awarded first place in
the 44th annual California Farm Bureau
Photo Contest. “Agriculture is an art that
has been refined by multiple generations,
just as this particular loop my brother
was throwing has been refined by hours
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of practice,” Naphan said. The photo
contest seeks to celebrate the family tra-
ditions that make California’s farms and
ranches unique, and to bring attention
to the unseen work that fuels the state’s
agriculture. “It’s a reminder that there
are real hands and hard work behind the
grapes that eventually end up in your
glass of wine,” said Michelle Foster of
San Luis Obispo County, whose photo of
winegrape harvest in front of rolling hills
was awarded second place.

Advocates Seek $30 Million to
Compensate Ranchers for Wolf Attacks

The California Farm Bureau and other
advocacy organizations representing
ranchers and rural residents joined in a
letter to ask for $30 million in the 2026-
27 state budget to fund the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife Wolf
Program. The program was created to
ensure livestock production is not jeop-
ardized by California’s recovering
gray wolf population. California Farm
Bureau and others have been successful
in pushing to fund the Wolf-Livestock
Compensation Program at $5.3 mil-
lion since 2021. There are currently 10
recognized wolf packs in the state and
additional areas of wolf activity. Last
year, ranchers saw a significant increase
in livestock depredations by the apex
predators, which are protected under state
and federal endangered species acts. %

Sacramento’s

A
AM1380TheAnéwer.com

Levis for Sale

Levi’s - Classic and Collectible
For sale in Carmichael
Great Inventory for Reseller

Some like new, some distressed
Complete list with info available

Price Negotiable. Sold as a lot.
Some 1990’s to 2000’s

Call 916-773-7337

L avic for Sale RS
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Classic Country Album Collection

Gets hours of fun and enjoyment out of this classic county album collection.

Includes Merle Haggard, Hank Williams, Glen Campbell,
Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings, Marty Robbins,
Jim Reeves and more than a dozen more.

Selling as a complete set only.

Pick it up locally in Carmichael. Get all for only $350 cash.
Call Paul at 916-773-7337 for a complete list.

' WE SUPPORT
2= FIRST RESPONDERS

i

7 x )
MPG

Messenger Publishing Group

LEGAL ADS FOR YOLO COUNTY?
wee 916-773-1111

Crime Reports
WEST SACRAMENTO

ARREST REPORTS

Alexandrea Tatiana Alvarez, 30, was cited Friday,
Dec. 12 on Riverpoint Court by West Sacramento
Police for petty theft of retail merchandise. This was
amerchant detention.

Sean Charlie Henry Wehe, 26, was cited Saturday,
Dec. 20 on Riverpoint Court by West Sacramento
Police for petty theft of retail merchandise. This was
amerchant detention.

Bruce Wayne Moore, 62, was arrested Saturday,
Dec. 20 on Lake Washington Boulevard by West
Sacramento Police for multiple outstanding
misdemeanor warrants. Officers were dispatched
to a retail store at the location for report of a
disturbance. Officers arrived at the scene and
detained Moore, and a records check revealed the
warrants. He was transported to Yolo County Jail.

Guadalupe Baza, 31, was cited Friday, Dec. 26
on Riverpoint Court by West Sacramento Police
for petty theft of retail merchandise. This was a
merchant detention.

Raymond Marcus Lopez, 43, was arrested Monday,
Jan. 5 on Jefferson Boulevard by West Sacramento
Police. Officer was dispatched to the location for
report of a fight. When responding, officer observed
Lopez, a known subject with an active felony
warrant. Officer detained Lopez and advised him
he was not free to leave. As an additional officer
arrived on scene, Lopez pulled away from the first
officer and attempted to flee. Lopez was taken to
the ground and placed in custody. A search incident
to arrest revealed a glass narcotic smoking pipe
on his person. A records check revealed multiple
warrants. Lopez was transported to Yolo County
Jail on the warrants, additionally charged with
possessing unlawful paraphernalia and resisting a
peace officer.

Andrew Michael Guerra, 35, was cited Wednesday,
Jan. 7 at West Capitol Avenue and Merkley Avenue
by West Sacramento Police for possessing unlawful
paraphernalia.

Debra Greenwald, 61, was cited Wednesday, Jan.
7 at Town Center Plaza by West Sacramento Police
for petty theft of retail merchandise. Store loss
prevention agent signed a citizen’s arrest.

Sharon Lea Fischer, 61, was arrested Wednesday,
Jan. 7 at Ikea Court by West Sacramento Police for
multiple outstanding warrants. She was transported
to Yolo County Jail.

Mark Gerard Hollon, 62, was arrested Wednesday,
Jan. 7 at Riverpoint Court by West Sacramento
Police for trespassing. Officers were dispatched to
a retail store for report of a male inside the store
who had been formally trespassed many times in
the past. Officers contacted Hollon at the scene and
confirmed his identity. Store loss prevention agent
signed a citizen’s arrest and requested to press
charges. Hollon was transported to Yolo County Jail.

Julio Cesar Lopez-Santos, 37, was cited
Wednesday, Jan. 7 at West Capitol Avenue and
Sycamore Avenue by West Sacramento Police. Officer
on patrol observed a bicyclist riding against traffic
with no headlight after dark. Officer contacted the
rider, identified as Lopez-Santos, and conducted
a pat-down of his outer clothing for officer safety.
During the frisk, the officer found a tube-stemmed
pipe with a bulbous end, which contained charred
residue. Officer continued the search and found two
plastic bags with a white substance that later tested
presumptive positive as methamphetamine. Lopez-
Santos was charged with the bicycle headlight
violation, possessing a controlled substance and
possessing unlawful paraphernalia.

Jennifer Kay Gonzalez, 52, was arrested Thursday,
Jan. 8 on Industrial Boulevard by West Sacramento
Police. Officer had knowledge Gonzalez had an
active warrant out of Mississippi and located her
at her place of business. Gonzalez was taken into
custody without incident and booked at Yolo County
Jail as a fugitive from justice.

Julio Correa Gonzalez, 51, was arrested Thursday,
Jan. 8 at West Capitol Avenue and Jefferson
Boulevard by West Sacramento Police for multiple
outstanding warrants. Officer on patrol observed a
bicyclist riding onWest Capitol Avenue with no lights
after dark and conducted a traffic enforcement stop.
The rider, identified as Gonzalez, was found to have
active warrants and was transported to Yolo County
Jail.

Abraham Villa Sanchez, 56, was arrested Friday,
Jan. 9 on Jefferson Boulevard by West Sacramento
Police. Officer responded to the location for a
trespassing call and contacted a male identified as
Sanchez, who refused to leave when asked. Sanchez
was detained and walked off the property and
stated he would walk back inside if officers released
him. The security guard of the property signed a
citizen's arrest form and Sanchez was transported to
Yolo County Jail, charged with trespassing.

Luis Alfredo Zambrano, 31, was arrested Saturday,
Jan. 10 at West Capitol Avenue and Northport Drive
by West Sacramento Police for multiple outstanding
warrants. Officer observed Zambrano riding a
bicycle at the location and recognized him from a
prior contact. Officer detained Zambrano, confirmed
his identity and the warrants and Zambrano was
transported to Yolo County Jail.

Chelsea Seagraves, 28, was arrested Saturday, Jan.
10 at Park Boulevard and Jefferson Boulevard by
West Sacramento Police for an outstanding felony

warrant.

Jeremy Anderson Owings, 24, was arrested
Saturday, Jan. 10 on Jefferson Boulevard by West
Sacramento Police for multiple outstanding
warrants. Officer observed Owings at the location
and had prior knowledge of his warrants. Owings
was detained, his identity and the warrants
confirmed, and he was transported to Yolo County
Jail.

Romallis Hunter, 39, was arrested Sunday, Jan.
11 at Sacramento Avenue and Simon Terrace by
West Sacramento Police for an outstanding felony
warrant. Officer conducted a traffic enforcement
stop at the location on a vehicle that failed to stop
at a red light. The driver, identified as Hunter, was
found through a records check to have the warrant
and he was transported to Yolo County Jail.

Eric Anthony Graham, 34, was arrested Monday,
Jan. 12 on Jefferson Boulevard by West Sacramento
Police. Officer was dispatched to the location for a
trespassing call. Officer contacted a male identified
as Graham, who displayed common signs and
symptoms of being under the influence of narcotics.
Due to his level of intoxication, Graham was unable
to have a cohesive conversation with the officer and
was transported to Yolo County Jail, charged with
disorderly conduct under the influence of a drug.

Jonathan Jason Hall, 50, was arrested Monday, Jan.
12 at Westacre Road and West Capitol Avenue by
West Sacramento Police. Officer on patrol observed
a vehicle with the license plate light out, a violation
of California Vehicle Code, and conducted a traffic
enforcement stop. Officer contacted the driver,
identified as Hall, and a records check revealed an
outstanding warrant and that Hall’s license was
suspended/revoked for DUI. Hall was taken into
custody and transported to Yolo County Jail on both
charges.

Isaiah Jamonz Evans, 27, was arrested Monday,
Jan. 12 on West Capitol Avenue by West Sacramento
Police for resisting a peace officer. Officer assisting
other officers at a traffic stop observed a male
nearby who appeared to have a black rifle slung
over his right shoulder. Officer conducted a stop on
the male, later identified as Evans, and confirmed
a short, barreled rifle was present. Officer drew
his department-issued firearm and ordered Evans
to stop. Evans disregarded the officer's command,
stated “you have no jurisdiction to stop me” and
continued to walk away. Officer gave additional
commands for Evans to stop, and he continued to
disregard the orders. Officers went hands-on to
detain Evans and he physically resisted. Officers
warned a Taser would be deployed if he continued to
resist. Evans continued and the Taser was deployed,
resulting in Evans becoming compliant and allowed
officers to safely take him into custody. The short
barrel rifle was later determined to be a Crossman
metal BB gun rifle. Evans was transported to
Woodland Memorial Hospital for medical clearance,
then booked into Yolo County Jail.

EricAnthony Graham, 34, was arrested Wednesday,
Jan. 14 at Jefferson Boulevard and Merkley Avenue
by West Sacramento Police for an outstanding
felony warrant. Officers saw Graham walking in the
area and knew he had an active warrant. A records
check confirmed, and Graham was transported to
Yolo County Jail.

Incidents / Crime Reports

Thursday, Jan. 1 — victim reports burglary by
unknown suspect(s) of their storage unit at a
commercial facility. Various firearms were taken,
valued at $3,100.

Friday, Jan. 2 — victim reports unknown subjects
entered the victim’s trailer in a parking lot near
the | Street bridge and took items. Value of loss not
reported.

Sunday, Jan. 4 - victim reports a theft from their
vehicle in a residential driveway by two unknown
suspects. An OrangeTheory band valued at $100
was taken.

Monday, Jan. 5 — victim reports theft from their
unlocked vehicle on Jefferson Boulevard by an
unknown suspect. Coins and a dash cam were taken,
valued at $110.

Thursday, Jan. 8 — victim reports their storage unit
at a commercial facility on Evergreen Avenue was
broken into by an unknown suspect sometime since
October. Various power and hand tools were taken,
valued at $1,920.

Friday, Jan. 9 — victim reports an unknown suspect
took tools valued at approximately $10,000
from their work truck parked in a residential
driveway. There is no video footage and no suspect
information.

Friday, Jan. 9 — victim reports unknown suspect(s)
stole a DeWalt Sawzall valued at $175 from their
truck bed with an unlocked camper shell parked at
Williams Street and Andrew Street. Suspects fled.

Friday, Jan. 9 — victim reports his mail was stolen
by an unknown suspect. A royalty check from one of
his business franchisees, valued at $514, is missing.

Friday, Jan. 9 - victim reports an unknown
suspect stole their bicycle, valued at $250, from a
convenience store.

Sunday, Jan. 11 — victim reports an unknown
suspect made entry into their garage and vehicle
at a residential facility on 5th Street. A backpack,
exercise weight and garage door opener were
taken, valued at $345.
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Small Business Comment on Optimism Index

Improved National Outlook Runs Up Against Golden State Realities

National Federation of
Independent Business
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- A recent release of the lat-
est National Federation of
Independent Business (NFIB)
Small Business Optimism Index
shows a rise of 0.5 points in
December to 99.5, remain-
ing above its 52-year average
of 98. An increase in those
expecting better business con-
ditions primarily drove the rise
in the Optimism Index. The
Uncertainty Index fell seven
points from November to 84, the
lowest reading since June 2024.

“Nice to see small business
owners across the nation reg-
istering a slightly improved
outlook even though it’s doubt-
ful that sentiment is shared by
many Main Street entrepre-
neurs here,” said John Kabateck,
state director for the National
Federation of Independent
Business in California.

“For instance, the day before
the release of the National
Federation of Independent
Business’s latest Optimism
Index, the U.S. Department of
Labor announced in the Federal
Register that California has had
outstanding advances on its unem-
ployment insurance loans for five
consecutive years and as a result,
employers here will be paying
more in Unemployment Insurance
(UI) taxes this year. To cope with
the pandemic-caused strain on
their unemployment trust funds,
22 states needed to borrow from
the federal government in order
to keep their Unemployment
Insurance trust funds solvent and

l
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unemployment benefits going to
those in need of them. All but one
state, guess which one, has paid
Uncle Sam back. Only a terri-
tory, the U.S. Virgin Islands, has
a worse record. Wow. What eco-
nomic company.”

Said National Federation of
Independent Business chief
economist Bill Dunkelberg,
“2025 ended with a further
increase in small business opti-
mism. While Main Street
business owners remain con-
cerned about taxes, they
anticipate favorable economic
conditions in 2026 due to wan-
ing cost pressures, easing labor
challenges, and an increase in
capital investments.”

According to the recent
Optimism Index, the net

An increase in those expecting better business conditions primarily drove the rise in the Optimism Index. Photo

percentage of owners expect-
ing better business conditions
rose nine points from November
to a net 24 percent (season-
ally adjusted), contributing the
most to the rise in the Optimism
Index. This was the first increase
since July.

When asked to evaluate the
overall health of their business, 9
percent rated it excellent (down 2
points), 54 percent rated it good
(up 1 point), 34 percent rated it
fair (up 4 points), and 3 percent
rated it poor (down 2 points).

Twenty percent of small busi-
ness owners reported taxes as
their single most important prob-
lem, up 6 points from November
and ranking as the top problem.
This is the highest reading since
May 2021.

In conjunction with the
December report, the National
Federation of Independent
Business also released a new
episode of the “Small Business
by the Numbers” podcast. This
is the National Federation of
Independent Business Research
Center’s new podcast where
Holly Wade, the executive direc-
tor of the National Federation of
Independent Business Research
Center, and Peter Hansen, director
of research and policy analysis,
discuss the data, stories, and eco-
nomic conditions affecting small
businesses nationwide.

National Federation of
Independent Business’s monthly
Small Business Optimism
Index is the gold standard mea-
surement of America’s small

business economy. Used by the
Federal Reserve, Congressional
leaders, administration officials,
and state legislatures across the
nation, it’s regarded as the bell-
wether on the health and welfare
of the Main Street enterprises
that employ half of all work-
ers, generate more net new jobs
than large corporations, and
gave most of us the first start in
our working life. The Optimism
Index (aka Small Business
Economic Trends report) is a
national snapshot of National
Federation of Independent
Business-member, small-busi-
ness owners not broken down
by state. National Federation
of Independent Business mem-
bers span the complete spectrum
of small and independent
businesses -- from sole propri-
etorships to firms with hundreds
of employees -- across all indus-
tries and sectors.

Keep up with the latest
California small-business news
at www.nfib.com or follow
them on X @NFIB_CA and on
Facebook @NFIB.CA.

For over 80 years, National
Federation of Independent
Business has been advocating on
behalf of America’s small and
independent business owners,
both in Washington, D.C., and
in all 50 state capitals. National
Federation of Independent
Business is a nonprofit, non-
partisan, and member-driven
association. Since our founding
in 1943, National Federation of
Independent Business has been
exclusively dedicated to small
and independent businesses
and remains so today. For more
information, visit nfib.com. %

California’s Budget Uderscores Agriculture’s Role

California Farm Bureau
News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s proposed bud-
get highlights California’s
continued focus on wildfire
response, climate resilience
and water infrastructure but
leaves gaps in direct sup-
port and regulatory alignment
for agriculture and rural
communities, according
to California Farm Bureau
President Shannon Douglass.
She said:

“The budget invests heav-
ily in wildfire response, but
funding for proactive strate-
gies on working lands remains
limited. California farmers
and ranchers are part of the
solution. Grazing, vegetation
management and stewardship
reduce fuel loads and protect
rural communities. Expanding

California frmers and ranchers are part of the solution. Grazing, vegetation management and steward
fuel loads and protect rural communities. Photo courtesy of Freepik

these strategies statewide
would strengthen long-term
resilience.

“Water reliabil-
ity is foundational to
agriculture. Investments in

flood protection, ground-
water recharge and drought
resilience are critical, but infra-
structure alone is not enough.
Projects must be paired with
regulatory efficiency so they

can move forward and deliver
real, on-the-ground benefits
for farms and ranches.
“Agriculture is increas-
ingly relied upon for wildfire
mitigation, water resilience

and climate solutions, yet
it is not recognized as criti-
cal infrastructure. Aligning
investments, regulations and
expectations will enable farm-
ers and ranchers to continue
producing food, protecting the
environment and supporting
rural communities.

“Farmers and ranchers stand
ready to partner with the state.
With the right funding and
regulatory support, we can
continue producing food, safe-
guard the environment and
strengthen California’s rural
economy.”

California Farm Bureau
works to protect family farms
and ranches as part of a
nationwide network represent-
ing more than 5 million Farm
Bureau members. Learn more
at www.cfbf.com or follow @
cafarmbureau on Instagram,
LinkedIn, X or Facebook. *

Home Sales Return to Pre-Pandemic Levels

North State Building Industry
Association News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - New
home sales in the greater Sacramento
region returned to pre-pandemic levels
in 2025, signaling that the pandemic-era
housing boom has ended, the North State
Building Industry Association reported
today.

Building Industry Association mem-
bers reported selling 5,747 homes in the
eight-county region during the year, down
18 percent from 2024 but still 8 percent
higher than 2019. Sales surged during the
pandemic era as remote work expanded,
migration into the region increased and
mortgage interest rates fell to historic lows,
at times dipping to below 3 percent.

Building Industry Association President
and CEO Tim Murphy said despite gener-
ous builder incentives, many prospective
buyers have been holding off until mort-
gage rates dip below 6 percent.

“Interest rates have been trending
downward and fell to an average of 6.19
percent in early January. As financing
costs continue to decline, we expect more
households to reenter the housing market
in 2026,” Murphy said.

“A recent analysis by the National
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Despite generous builder incentives, many rospective buyes
mortgage rates dip below 6 percent. Photo courtesy Freepik

Association of Home Builders shows that a
25-basis-point reduction from 6.25 percent
to 6 percent could bring approximately
1.1 million additional households back
into the buyer pool nationwide, so down-
ward-trending rates are encouraging."

In 2025, Roseville saw the most
new home sales with 447, followed by
Rancho Cordova (386), Elk Grove (280),
Sacramento (262), Plumas Lake (159) and
Lincoln (150).

As typical in the region, December
sales dropped to a low point, with 338

hav enholding off until

sales reported by members. That’s down
17 percent from November and 15 per-
cent lower than December 2024. For the
month, Rancho Cordova was the sales
leader with 74, followed by Roseville
(59), Sacramento (41), Elk Grove (34) and
Plumas Lake (28).

Murphy noted that housing experts at
the Building Industry Association’s recent
housing forecast event predicted the worst
of the slump was behind us and that sales
will gradually pick up during the next
three years.

He added that new homes remain a
great option for buyers because of incen-
tives existing homeowners can’t offer, and
because the supply of existing homes is
still well below normal as homeowners
with low mortgage rates remain reluctant
to sell.

“In addition, buying a new home gives
buyers the opportunity to customize many
features to meet their family’s needs and
provides peace of mind since problems
are much less likely and any that occur are
covered by warranties,” Murphy said.

“We are also continuing to improve
affordability by working with local govern-
ments to streamline procedures and reduce
fees that currently average $109,000 per
new home.”

Building Industry Association statis-
tics covered 191 new home communities
in Amador, El Dorado, Nevada, Placer,
Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba
counties.

(Note: The annual sales total has been
trued up by including figures from Building
Industry Association members who do
not report on a monthly basis. Thus, the
annual figure is larger than the sum of
annual sales by county and by submarket.)

For more information, visit www.north-
statebia.org *
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West Sacramento Child Molester Sentenced to Life i Prison

Yolo County District
Attorney’s Office
News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) - On
Jan. 9, the Honorable Paul K.
Richardson sentenced West
Sacramento resident Enrique
Urbina Mendoza, to a 12-year
determinate sentence to be fol-
lowed by an indeterminate
sentence of 25 years to Life in
state prison for the sexual abuse

of multiple child victims that
occurred in the County of Yolo.

In 2023, Urbina Mendoza
was charged with Penal Code
section 288.5, Continuous
Sexual Abuse of a Child, for
multiple victims as well as addi-
tional charges related to child
sexual abuse. The victims were
female family members between
the ages of seven and eleven
years old. The abuse occurred
over decades. The defendant

took advantage of his position in
the family to groom the victims
and subjected them to repeated
sexual abuse.

The case proceeded to trial
in October 2025, where victims
testified during the course of a
multi-week trial. On Oct. 29,
2025, the jury returned a guilty
verdict convicting the defendant
of two counts of Penal Code sec-
tion 288.5 for two victims. The
jury further found a number of

sentencing enhancements true.
One of the sentencing enhance-
ments found true involved the
jury finding that the defendant
had abused multiple victims of
specified offenses pursuant to
Penal Code section 667.61.

One victim spoke at sentenc-
ing to address the Court and the
defendant. The victim related
through tears that “That pain
will never leave me. His actions
violated not only our family’s

trust, but the most basic respon-
sibility an adult has — to protect
children, not harm them. I want
the Court to understand that this
harm is real and permanent. This
was not a momentary lapse in
judgment. It caused long-term
damage that I, and my fam-
ily, will carry for the rest of our
lives. I stand here today with my
head held high, reclaiming the
voice that was taken from me
as a child. I will no longer be

silenced by fear. I speak not out
of anger, but out of truth.”
District Attorney Jeff Reisig
said, “the defendant took advan-
tage of his position of trust
within the family to sexually
abuse multiple generations of
vulnerable children. We are in
awe of the victims’ courage
to come forward, endure the
lengthy criminal justice system
process and testify in front of
their abuser.” *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20260003
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Granada Inn, 4751
W. Capitol Avenue, West Sacra-

mento, CA 95691.

Capitol Hotel Ventures Inc, 2638
Macon Drive, Sacramento, CA
95835. This business is con-
ducted by A Corporation. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name or names listed
above on December 31, 2025.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
January 2, 2026.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Jan 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 2026
GRANADA 2-6-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20260013
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Harlan Feed, 37388
Harlan Lane, Woodland, CA

95695.

HF Feed Manufacturing, LLC,
37388 Harlan Lane, Woodland,
CA 95695. This business is
conducted by A Limited Liability
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name
or names listed above on Janu-
ary 1, 2025.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
January 6, 2026.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Jan 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 2026
HARLAN 2-6-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20260028
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Charitos Hair Sa-
lon, 39 W Main Street, Wood-

land, CA 95695.

Wendy Lira, 39 W Main Street,
Woodland, CA 95695. This busi-
ness is conducted by An Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on January
1,2026.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
January 9, 2026.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Jan 23, 30 Feb 6, 13,2026
CHARITOS 2-13-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20260019
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Fouts Consulting,
400 Avocet Avenue, Davis, CA

95616.

Fouts Consulting LLC, 400 Av-
ocet Avenue, Davis, CA 95616.
This business is conducted by A
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name or names listed
above on March 21, 2025.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
January 8, 2026.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Jan 23, 30 Feb 6, 13, 2026
FOUTS 2-13-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20251045
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Pro Forklifts, 1540
Valdora Street Unit 106, Davis,

CA 95618.

Lin LLC, 1401 21t Street Suite
R, Sacramento, CA 95811. This
business is conducted by A
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name or names listed
above on May 10, 2025.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
December 18, 2025.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Jan 23, 30 Feb 6, 13, 2026
PRO 2-13-26

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YOLO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#CV2025-3693

Lilian Ying Chow has filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree
changing the name(s) of Lilian
Ying Chow to Lillian Ying Chow.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on February 17, 2026, at
9:00 a.m. in Department 11,
located at 1000 Main Street
Woodland, CA 95695 and show
cause, if any, why the petition for
Change of Name should not be
granted.
Dated: December 19, 2025
Timothy L. Fall, Judge of the Su-
perior Court
Publish: January 2,9, 16, 23, 2026
CHOW 1-23-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YOLO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#CV2025-3730
Leana Kristine Norton has filed
a petition with this court for a

decree changing the name(s) of
Leana Kristine Norton to Magda-
laena Christine Giriffin.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on February 25, 2026, at
9:00 a.m. in Department 14,
located at 1000 Main Street
Woodland, CA 95695 and show
cause, if any, why the petition for
Change of Name should not be
granted.

Dated: December 30, 2025
Samuel T. McAdam, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Jan 23,30 Feb 6, 13,2026
NORTON 2-13-26

IN RE: COMPLAINT AND PETI-
TION OF EFRAIN CAMACHO,
as Owner of a Certain Vessel,
FOR EXONERATION FROM
OR LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of California

Case No. 2:25-cv-03604-WBS-
CKD

Notice is hereby given that
EFRAIN CAMACHO (“Petition-
er’) has filed a Complaint on
December 14, 2025 pursuant
to 46 U.S.C. §§ 30501, et seq.,
Supplemental Admiralty Rule F,
and the various statutes, rules,
regulations, and amendments
thereof, claiming the right to
exoneration from, or limitation
of liability for, all claims arising
out of a claimed incident on or
about May 10, 2025 on the Sac-
ramento River, near the city of
Sacramento, Sacramento and
Yolo Counties, involving a 2024
Bayliner VR5 motor vessel, HIN:
BLBX1153F324 (the “Vessel’).
Petitioner was the owner of the
Vessel at the time of and after the
incident.

All persons having such claims
must file them as provided by
Rule F of the Supplemental
Rules for Certain Admiralty and
Maritime Claims with the Clerk
of this Court, Mr. Keith Holland,
United States District Court,
Eastern District of California,
Robert T. Matsui U.S. Court-
house, 501 | Street, 4" floor,
Sacramento, CA 95814 and
mail copies to Petitioner's attor-
neys, B. Otis Felder, Esq., WIL-
SON, ELSER, MOSKOWITZ,
EDELMAN & DICKER LLP, 655
Montgomery Street, Suite 900,
San Francisco, CA 94111, on
or before the 2nd day of March
2026, or be defaulted and forev-

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Self-storage Cube contents of the following customers containing household and other goods
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart Asset Management, LLC as Agent for Owner 541 Harbor
Blvd. West Sacramento Ca, 95691 to satisfy a lien on February 11, 2026 at approx. 12:00PM at
www.storagetreasures.com
Diana Narvaez, Rachel Silva, Marlon Raye, Patricia Chamberlain, Bryanna Mariscal, Jennifer Hubbard
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INVITATION TO BID

for public review for the:

Sealed proposals will be received and submitted electronically through the City’s Procurement
system at https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/cityofwestsacramento until 2:00pm local
time on Friday, January 30th, 2026, at which time and place they will be posted and available

RECREATION CENTER POOL HEATER REPLACEMENT

The following invitation for bid involves all design, engineering, labor and materials for the:
Recreation Center Pool Heater Replacement.

Mandatory Pre-Bid Site Meeting:

January 22, 2026 9:00am PST
West Sacramento Recreation Center Pool House
2801 Jefferson Blvd, West Sacramento, CA 95691

Project construction cost estimate: $300,000
This is not a Federal Aid project. The project will be awarded to the lowest responsive bidder for
the Base Bid only. All work shall be completed within 30 working days.

Applicable Contractor licenses issued by the State of CA: C53 or C-4 or C61/B35

West Sac News Ledger 1-16, 1-23-2026

INVITATION TO BID

America requirements.

Bid Publication

Question Submission Deadline
Bids Due / Bid Opening

Award of Contract

TENTATIVE CITY SCHEDULE:

Sealed proposals will be received and submitted electronically through the City’s OpenGov
Procurement system at https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/cityofwestsacramento until
2:00 p.m. local time on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at which time and place results will be
posted and available for public review for the:

6TH AND CUMMINS TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT

The proposed work includes pavement resurfacing, pavement markings and striping, street
lighting and other ancillary work.

The Contractor shall provide labor, materials, tools, equipment, and incidentals, and shall perform
all work necessary to deliver a completed, workmanlike project ready for safe public use and
economical maintenance by City forces.

Engineer’s Estimate: The Engineer's Estimate for the proposed improvements is $130,000.
There is no Disadvantaged Business Enterprise contract goal. This project is not subject to Buy

5P.M.
2P.M.

no later than
no later than

Completion of Work: All base bid work to be performed in the field shall be completed within
Thirty (30) working days after materials have been procured. All work to be completed within
150 working days from the date specified on the Notice to Proceed. The time required to procure
materials shall not be counted toward the number of working days in the field.

Submission of Proposals: Sealed proposals will be received and submitted electronically
through the City’s OpenGov Procurement system at https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/
cityofwestsacramento until 2:00 p.m. local time on Thursday, February 5, 2025, at which time
and place results will be posted and available for public review.

West Sac News Ledger 1-23, 1-30-2026

January 13, 2026
January 22, 2026
February 5, 2026
March 4, 2026

er barred from such a claim. Any
claimant desiring to contest Peti-
tioner’s right to exoneration from
or limitation of liability must file
an Answer to Petitioner’s original
Complaint and/or a claim as re-
quired by Rule F(4) — (5) of the
Supplemental Rules, and serve
or mail a copy to Petitioner’s at-
torney.

Hon. William B. Shubb

SENIOR UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE

1/9, 1116, 1/23, 1/30/26
CNS-3999426#
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SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER: 23CV008890
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
Grady Boyd, Stefani Boyd, and

DOES 1 to 50.

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF: Shoaib Ahmadi.

NOTICE! You have been sued.
The court may decide against
you without your being heard un-
less you respond within 30 days.
Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal
form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your re-
sponse. You can find these court
forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and
your wages, money, and prop-
erty may be taken without further
warning from the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want
to call an attorney referral ser-
vice. If you cannot afford an attor-
ney, you may be eligible for free
legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups
at the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting
your local court or county bar as-
sociation. NOTE: The court has
a statutory lien for waived fees
and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court’s
lien must be paid before the court
will dismiss the case. AVISO! Lo
han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede
decidir en su contra sin escuchar
su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO despues de que le ent-
reguen esta citacion y papeles
legales para presentar una re-
spuesta por escrito en esta corte
y hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una carta
0 una llamada telefonica no lo
protegen. Su respuesta por es-
crito tiene que estar en formato
legal correcto si desea que pro-
cesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario
que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar es-
tos formularios de la corte y mas
informacion en el Centro de Ayu-
da de las Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) en la bib-
lioteca de leyes de su condado
0 en la corte que le quede mas
cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuo-
ta de presentacion, pida al sec-
retario de la corte que le de un
formulario de exencion de pago
de cuotas. Si no presenta su re-
spuesta a tiempo, puede perder
el caso por incumplimiento y la
corte le podra quitar su sueldo,
dinero y bienes sin mas adver-
tencia.

Hay oftros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente. Si
no conoce a un abogado, puede
llamar a un servicio de remision
a abogados. Si no puede pagar
a un abogado, es posible que
cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines
de lucro en el sitio web de Cal-
ifornia Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Cen-
tro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov)
0 poniendose en contacto con
la corte o el colegio de aboga-
dos locales. AVISO: Por ley, la
corte tiene derecho a reclamar
las cuotas y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen So-
bre cualquier recuperacion de
$10,000 o mas de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesion de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el

caso.

The name and address of
the court is: (El nombre y direc-
cion de la corte es): Gordon D
Schaber, 720 9" Street, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814

The name, address and tele-
phone number of plaintiff's at-
torney, or plaintiff without an
attorney is: (El nombre, la direc-
cion y el numero de telefono del
abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abo-
gado, es): Liam R. Perry; Perry
Law, Inc.; 336 Encinitas Boule-
vard Suite 240, Encinitas, CA
92024; 760-633-2233
Date: (Fecha) September 21,
2023
Clerk (Secretario) J. Houston,
Deputy (Adjunto)
Publish: January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
AHMADI 1-30-26

STATEMENT OF DAMAGES

(Personal Injury or Wrongful
Death)

CASE # 23CV008890

To: Grady Boyd and Stefani
Boyd Defendant. Plaintiff's name
is: Shoaib Ahmadi

Seeks damages in the above-en-
titted action, as follows: Pain
suffering, and inconvenience:
$10,000,000.00 Emotional dis-
tress: $10,000,000.00. Special
damages: Medical Expenses:
$3,000,000.00. Future medical
expenses: 7,000,000.00. Loss
of earnings: $1,000,000.00. Loss
of future earning capacity (pres-
ent value): 7,000,000.00 Aaron
M. Sibley, Esq. Attorney for the
Plaintiff.

Dated December 29, 2025
Publish: January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
AHMADI 1-30-26

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
T.S. No.: 22119 Title Order No.
91231883 APN: 014-801-032-
000 Property Address: 415
ANCHOR LANE #102, WEST
SACRAMENTO, CA 95605
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A NOTICE OF DELIN-
QUENT ASSESSMENT DATED
06/07/2024. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT
A LAWYER. On 02/05/2026 at
12:45 PM At the North entrance
to the City Hall located at 1110
West Capitol Avenue, West
Sacramento, CA 95691, As the
duly appointed Trustee under
and pursuant to Notice of De-
linquent Assessment, recorded
on 01/30/2024 as Instrument
No. 2024-0001681 of Official
Records in the Office of the Re-
corder of Yolo County, California,
property owned by: KIMBER-
LEY H. WAYNE WILL SELL
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
(payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States, by
cash, a cashiers check drawn
by a State or national bank, a
check drawn by a state of feder-
al credit union, or a check drawn
by a state or federal savings
and loan association, savings
association, or savings bank
specified in section 5102 of the
Financial Code and authorized
to do business in this state.) At:
At the North entrance to the City
Hall located at 1110 West Capitol
Avenue, West Sacramento, CA
95691. All right, title and interest
under said Notice of Delinquent
Assessment in the property sit-
uated in said County, describ-
ing the land therein: AS MORE
FULLY DESCRIBED IN SAID
RECORDED NOTICE OF DE-
LINQUENT ASSESSMENT The
street address and other com-
mon designation, if any of the
real property described above is
purported to be: 415 ANCHOR
LANE #102 WEST SACRA-
MENTO, CA 95605 A.P.N.: 014-
801-032-000 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for
any incorrectness of the street
address and other common
designation, if any, shown here-
in. Said sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining princi-
pal sum due under said Notice
of Delinquent Assessment, with
interest thereon, as provided in
said notice, advances, if any,
estimated fees, charges, and
expenses of the Trustee, to-wit:
$14,212.82 Estimated Accrued
Interest and additional advanc-
es, if any, will increase this figure
prior to sale. The Homeowner’s
Association, Regatta at The Riv-
ers Homeowners Association ,
under said Notice of Delinquent
Assessment heretofore execut-
ed and delivered to the under-
signed a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale,
and a written Notice of Default
and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused said Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be

recorded in the county where the
real property is located and more
than three months have elapsed
since such recordation. PURSU-
ANT TO CIVIL CODE §5715(b),
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO
A RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
WHICH MAY BE EXERCISED
ON OR BEFORE THE END OF
THE 90TH DAY FOLLOWING
THE FORECLOSURE SALE.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you
should understand that there
are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at
a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one
or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 29249 of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call (916) 939-0772 or
visit this Internet Web site www.
nationwideposting.com,  using
the file number assigned to this
case 22119. Information about
postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO
TENANT: You may have a right
to purchase this property after
the trustee auction pursuant to
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligi-
ble tenant buyer,” you can pur-
chase the property if you match
the last and highest bid placed
at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest
bid placed at the trustee auction.
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 48
hours after the date of the trustee
sale, you can call (916) 939-
0772, or visit this internet website
www.nationwideposting.com,

using the file number assigned to
this case 22119 to find the date
on which the trustee’s sale was
held, the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address of
the trustee. Second, you must
send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days
after the trustee’s sale. Third,
you must submit a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s
sale. When submitting funds for
a bid subject to Section 2924m,
please make the funds payable
to “Total Lender Solutions, Inc.
Holding Account”. If you think
you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,”
you should consider contacting
an attorney or appropriate real
estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. SUNRISE AS-
SESSMENT SERVICES, INC.
IS A DEBT COLLECTOR AND
IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. Date:
12/19/2025 Sunrise Assessment
Services, Inc. 7844 Madison
Avenue, Suite 145 Fair Oaks,
CA 95628 Phone: (916) 961-
0374 Sale Line: (916) 939-0772
Wendy Palacios, Assessment
Lien Specialist NPP0482777 To:
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GALL A PROFESSIONAL

CRresr

GET TO KNOW GREINER!

New customers take $50 OFF your first service

&% Heating & A/C maintenance, repair & replacement

-..and less time
managing

JEWELERS

[E:.“,; Water heater repair & replacement
-

o * Jewelry WE
. {} Solar mstallla.tlon + Watches By payroll
fiifyHome performance, efficiency & comfort SoRAP B "
Call Us Today! * Sales A, - } - FREE PAYROLL PROCESSING FOR ONE MONTH IF YOU CALL NOW!
* Repair GOLCN  Family-owncd with pride by the

MMacizs family since 1967
1296 West Capital Ave (at Safeway Center] « 371-6440

Pmvacte 916-760-7227

OYLCLC SCRVICE!
www.pinnacleh ro.com

I ol | Barade

ey WWW.iTrustGreiner.com
NP-0120

'ﬁ Gremer (916) 545-1784

CA #365955

r
LYTLE & Award-Winning Design/Build Firm o o s
CONSTRUCTION INC. Serving Sacramento for more than 38 years F L L w U
Remodeling and Design Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler OP €n E"H"El'y dﬂy '
YR FREE Consultation for Local News, e e s
« Kitchens and much more!

916-422-6639 o Bobby Luna
 Bathrooms Messenger Publishing Group (916) 3714676
* Custom Cablnetry 0 Facebook: @MPG8dotcom Next to City Hall
Lick480492  www.lytleconstruction.com == < ) Corner of West Capitol and ‘v"ﬂrk'u

Advertise in your local community newspaper

LOCCII CICISSiﬁECIS Call 916-773-1111

Landscaping Landscaping Room Wanted

CREATE YOUR

Hall Rentals

LEGAL

; Event hall for rent. 2,800 sq_. YARD SERVICE Elderly man looking for BP TREE
S gow | | ADSFOR t Copeoler Fsrycier | PARADIEE onermecieasur | 500 5 | (b AT
FISHING cLUB $500. 5809 Gibbons Dr. Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul| ~ 910-4796. (7N .
= snanME“llln (916) 470-7323. T NEED: Landscaping bark? (ED

Ouir fishing interests are
Trout, Kokanee,
Salmon, and Stripers

Gutters cleaned?
Light fence work?
ACALL 916/205-9310

Help Wanted

7 COUNTY?

Need Help?

Winter Yard Cleanups,

Monthly Breakfast Meetings e mizmational Complete Landscape \ or 916/627-9000f } TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
2nd Friday of the Month - . Design/ Installation,
Opens 7 am, Many Positions are X TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING
Breakfast 8 am. Available. Please no Sprinkler System FREE ESTIMATE
Rancho Cordova phone calls. Apply in Installs/Repairs, Al
Elk’s Lodge person. Types Concrete Wark, Guitar Lessons 10% OFF WITH THIS AD

11440 Elks Circle.

10971 Olson Dr. Fence Installation, Beginner to Advanced . $20/ Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

Call to place your

I-ilre A Pro!

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?

call
(916) 773 1111

by Messenger
Publishing Group

| Keep It Locall |

BE A PART OF SOMETHING IMPORTANT
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

WE ARE LOOKING

for people who want
to deliver newspapers
in their neighborhoods.

..A;Prowde great customer service

to our readers every Friday.

one. It provides an authentic,
jitter-free boost that appeals to
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have
avoided them due to artificial
ingredients or harsh effects.
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Amencan Canstroction & Property
Maintemance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic® 690968

Contact Steve Milanovich Rancho Cordova, Retaining Walls- half-hour; $30 full hour. 916- 916 722 6321
916) 761-6513 101 . 507-6658, freddiebbalbert@ - -
(916) legal advertising CA 95670 All Types, Drainage gmailcom i
Makae;t;rses;c;éeave Systems-all types, BPTreeServices.com
- : C = VISA /MASTER CARD
Join us, we look forward 91 6'113'1111 Health/Wellness Landscape Lighting, Roofing California Contractors Lic #1036031
to meeting you Residential/ commercial we
’ XOSIALX — Get Social. Be . .
. EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is American Lendscape Design BERNARDINO
All Legal Ads Published mttuivagtwtiv e K Installation. Est 1987 ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!
***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Advertising Works!

Support
Military

Buy and

Our Shop Local!

MPG8.COM

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery experience

a plus but not required.

call us today at 916-773-1111

Earn money to help
pay those monthly bills.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Seventh Day
Adventist Church

Sasa Andelkovic, Senior Pastor

2860 Jefferson Blvd., W. Sac.
PO Box 447, W. Sac. 95691

Sat. Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
(916) 372-6570

Looking for
a place to
worship?

Check here first!
To find out how to list your place of
worship in this directory, call
(916) 371-8030 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

News-Ledger is a member of
Messenger Publishing Group

To submit your articles,

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:

Publisher@VIPG8.com.

Be sure to place in the subject

contributors.

The News-Ledger is not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the
News-Ledger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising
created and/or composed by the News-Ledger is with the
publishing company and written permission to reproduce
the same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to:

West Sacramento News-Ledger
1040 West Capitol Avenue, Suite B
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Subscription rate is $52 per year within West Sacramneto
and $72 outside of West Sacramento.

Main Office Address: 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA,

95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

field “Attention to Publisher.” If

you do not have email access,
please call us at (916) 371-8030.

The News-Ledger is published weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

7s Ledger

Serving West Sacramento and Yolo County since 1964

It is the intent of the News-Ledger to strive for an
objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our

New Seasons Church
Your Church in West Sacramento
Pastor Ron Jackson

Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.
2124 Michigan Blvd.,
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 265-4025
pastorron @newseasonsws.com
WWW. NeWseasonsws.com

Community
Lutheran Church

Join us for a positive, uplifting message!
We welcome all!
Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
920 Drever St.

(916) 317-8804
Facebook.com/
CommunityLutheranWestSacramento

West Sacramento

Baptist Church
Sun. School - 9:30 a.m.
Sun. Worship - 11 a.m.

Wed. Prayer Meeting
& Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
2124 Michigan Blvd.
(916) 371-2111

Trinity Presbyterian
Church

1500 Park Blvd. W. Sacramento
(916) 371-5875
www.TrinityWestSac.org
info @trinitywestsac.org
Pastor Jamie Crook
Spanish Ministry Pastor: Miryam Osorio
Sunday Worship Services:

10 a.m. Blended/Traditional
Noon Spanish Language

Center for Spiritual

Awareness
The church love is building

1275 Starboard Dr. | W. Sac. 95691
(916) 374-9177

Sun. Services: 9 am and 10:45 am

Meditation: 10:30 am
Youth Programs & Jr. Church
Rev. Rick Harrell
WWW.csasacramento.org
revrick @csasacramento.org

Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church

911 Park Blvd, West Sacramento
Office: (916) 371-4814
Fr. Mathew Rappu, Pastor
Mass: Mon, Tues, Wed 8:30 a.m.
Fri 8:30 a.m. at OLG school
during school year
Sat: 5:30 p.m. vigil, Sun: 9 am., 11 a.m.

Lighthouse Church
of West Sacramento

Pastor Rosendo Lara
Sundays Service - 10:30 a.m.

3605 Gregory Ave.
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 572-0164

lighthousewestsac.com
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Board of Supervisors Chair and Vice Chair Elected

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The annual vote
to elect a new Chair and Vice Chair of
the Board of Supervisors was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 13. This year’s elected Chair
is Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez of District
4, and Supervisor Pat Hume of District 5
was elected Vice Chair.

“It is an honor to serve as Chair of the
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors
in 2026,” said Supervisor Rodriguez. “I
step into this role with a clear focus on
results, respect and responsibility. Many
of our residents are struggling, and they
deserve a County government that acts
with urgency and delivers measurable out-
comes. As Chair, I will run disciplined,
productive meetings and demand results,
accountability and follow-through on every
commitment we make.”

“Respect begins with listening to the
people and the communities we serve and

s .'.-1";.-. 5 ‘:. g
Rosario Rogriguez, District 4 Supervisor will
serve as Chair on the Sacramento County Board
of Supervisors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

ensuring their voices are reflected in our
decisions. Responsibility means turning
those voices into action. Working with my
fellow Supervisors, County staff, and com-
munity partners, I will advance solutions

Pat Hume, District 5 Supervisor will serve as
Vice Chair on the Sacramento County Board of
Supervisors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

that strengthen neighborhoods and ensure
Sacramento County operates transpar-
ently, effectively, and with real impact for
the public.”

Board Chair responsibilities include

presiding over the Board meetings; the
Vice Chair assumes the role in the Chair’s
absence or inability to act. If the Chair and
Vice Chair are absent or unable to preside,
the members present will select a member
present to act as temporary Chairperson.
Additionally, the Board Chair acts on
procedural matters or questions, recognizes
a member of the board desiring to speak on
an item, is entitled to vote on all matters
before the Board, participate in discussion
relating to any matter, make motions with-
out relinquishing the Chair, and second any
motion without relinquishing the Chair.
The Board Chair sits on other boards/
commissions as a representative of the
County of Sacramento and is the point
of contact for questions from the public
regarding the meetings (i.e., coordination
of resolutions/presentations and general
questions not specific to a district, etc.).
The Chair and Vice Chair serve
annual terms. *

Most Americans Support Impaired Driving Countermeasures in Cars

AAA Northern California
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - With
impaired driving still a persistent,
and deadly, threat on American
roads, a majority of people support
arange of impaired driving counter-
measures that could significantly
reduce fatalities, according to a new
AAA survey.

The annual AAA Traffic Safety
Culture Index (TSCI) examines
changes in driving patterns and
concerns people have about driv-
ing in general. The results from last
year’s study highlight a clear pat-
tern: most Americans want stronger
safeguards that prevent impaired
driving, including advanced vehi-
cle technologies and stronger legal
standards even though some drivers
admitted to taking dangerous risks
themselves.

The study found strong pub-
lic support for tougher measures to
address impaired driving. Nearly

e
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Majority of peope support a range f impaired driving countermeasures that could signiicantly reduce fatalities,
according to a new AAA survey. Photo courtesy Freepik

percent said they texted while driv-
ing, 37 percent reported reading
messages, and 36 percent said they
talked on a hand-held phone behind
the wheel.

Public opinion on enforcement
measures was more divided. While
79 percent of respondents supported
a ban on hand-held phone use while
driving, support dropped sharply
when it came to hands-free use,
with only 40 percent favoring lim-
its on those systems.

The survey also highlighted con-
cerns around aggressive driving
and speeding. Nine in 10 respon-
dents viewed aggressive driving as
extremely or very dangerous, and
80 percent said the same about run-
ning red lights. Speeding, however,
was perceived as less dangerous
than other risky behaviors, even
though it remains a major contribu-
tor to crashes. Although 58 percent
of drivers believed they would be
caught if they drove 15 miles per
hour over the speed limit, about half

two-thirds of respondents, 67 per-
cent, said they support requiring
all new vehicles to be equipped
with alcohol impairment prevention
technology. A slim majority, 51 per-
cent, also favor lowering the legal
blood alcohol concentration limit
from 0.08 to 0.05.

While many participants
acknowledged that impaired driving
was unacceptable, some admitted
to doing so anyway. That follows
other AAA research that found a

recent rise in other unsafe behaviors
like speeding, distracted driving
and even road rage.

An overwhelming 93 percent
said driving after drinking is very or
extremely dangerous, yet 7 percent
admitted they had done so within
the past 30 days. Similarly, 70 per-
cent of respondents said driving
within an hour of using marijuana
is very or extremely dangerous, but
6 percent reported engaging in that
behavior anyway.

“The reality is impaired driving
has negatively impacted everyone
in some way,” AAA Mountain West
Group Spokesperson Doug Johnson
said. “While it’s encouraging to see
widespread support for new safety
measures, there’s no replacement
for a common sense approach to
saying no to drinking and driving.”

The survey also found that
risky behavior persists in several
other areas, particularly distracted
and aggressive driving. When

it comes to distraction, an over-
whelming majority of respondents
acknowledged the danger. Nearly
all participants said scrolling
through social media on a hand-
held phone is extremely or very
dangerous, while 94 percent said
the same about texting or email-
ing and 90 percent about reading
on a hand-held device. Despite
this widespread awareness, many
drivers admitted to engaging in
these behaviors anyway. About 28

admitted they had done so within
the past month. Support for auto-
mated enforcement was limited as
well, with only 46 percent backing
the use of speed cameras on resi-
dential streets.

For more information on
survey methodology, data consid-
erations, and results refer to the
full Traffic Safety Culture Index
report. Visit newsroom.aaa.com/
asset/2024-traffic-safety-culture-in-
dex-technical-report/ *

Head Start Families Receiving
Local Produce Deliveries

Sacramento County
Office of Education
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Despite being
surrounded by fertile farm-
land, many families in
Sacramento County face sig-
nificant food insecurity, with
the Sacramento Food Bank
reporting that more than one
in four residents struggle to
access nutritious food. The
Sacramento County Office of
Education (SCOE), through
its Early Head Start Home
Visiting Program, is taking
a bold step toward improv-
ing family health and school
readiness by launching a
Farm to Family Project that
provides monthly boxes of
fresh, locally grown produce
to families enrolled in Early
Head Start (EHS) programs,
along with healthy cooking
and nutrition experiences.
The Sacramento County
Office of Education has
partnered with two local
agencies to launch the
new project. Sacramento’s
Goodful farm-fresh food
delivery service is helping to
distribute the produce boxes.
The Alchemist Community
Development Corporation
is hosting community meals
where families create healthy
lunches and learn about rec-
ipes they can make with the
food they receive. Children

staff at an information table at Stanston Park) is hosting a
community meal where families learn to use the produce they
receive to make healthy lunches. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County
Office of Education

are encouraged to help pre-
pare the meals. A $200,000
farm-to-school grant from
the California Department
of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) funds the project.

As part of Sacramento
County Office of Education’s
Sacramento County
READS Literacy Initiative
to empower all learn-
ers to reach their age- and
grade-appropriate reading
and literacy milestones, the
Farm to Family Project
has integrated early liter-
acy development into its
nutrition education efforts.
Families receive a chil-
dren’s book each month,
centered on themes of farm-
ing, healthy eating, or
sustainability.

Along with the book,

families get a comprehensive
activity guide, designed to
spark curiosity and learning
at home. It features playful,
age-appropriate activities,
things like cooking proj-
ects, discussion prompts and
ideas for sensory play activi-
ties. Families are encouraged
to read the story together
and engage in the activities,
creating meaningful connec-
tions between food, learning
and family time.

To make the experience
even more engaging, links
are provided to allow chil-
dren to watch the authors
themselves read their sto-
ries, ensuring families can
enjoy the stories in multiple
formats.

To learn more about this
initiative visit scoe.net/  *

First b Awarded $4.17M
for County Child Programs

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - Sacramento County
is highlighting a major mile-
stone in community-driven
early childhood invest-
ment following the approval
of $4,172,410 in funding
by the First 5 Sacramento
Commission for 35 commu-
nity-based organizations. All
awarded organizations are
first-time recipients of First
5 funding, marking a signif-
icant expansion of support to
historically under-resourced
communities.

The funding was awarded
through First 5 Sacramento’s
Racial Equity funding
pathway and reflects a trans-
formative shift in how early
childhood investments are
designed and distributed
across the county for pro-
grams located in historically
underfunded communities.

This historic funding
decision was led by First
5 Sacramento’s Equity
in Action Committee, a
15-member body made
up of parents, caregiv-
ers and community leaders
who live in the neighbor-
hoods where the grants will
be implemented. Through
this committee, First 5
Sacramento implemented a
Participatory Grantmaking
Model that intentionally

The funded rogra
community-driven, addressing long-standing inequities in
early childhood development. Photo courtesy of First 5 Sacramento

places decision-making
power in the hands of com-
munity members rather than
institutions.

As a result of this process,
funding will support orga-
nizations serving children
and families in 27 high-pri-
ority ZIP codes throughout
Sacramento County. The
funded programs are cul-
turally responsive and
community-driven,
addressing long-standing
inequities in early childhood
development.

“This bold new grantmak-
ing process is rooted in trust
— recognizing that commu-
nity members closest to the
challenges often have the
most effective solutions, yet
are rarely asked to lead,” said
Phil Serna, Chair of First
5 Sacramento and County
Supervisor representing the
First District. “By prioritiz-
ing equity, lived experience

and local expertise in funding
decisions, and through the
thoughtful leadership of the
Equity in Action Committee,
First 5 Sacramento is reach-
ing more families in the
neighborhoods where
resources are needed most.”

The participatory
approach ensures that early
childhood programs sup-
ported through this funding
are grounded in lived expe-
rience, cultural knowledge
and strong community rela-
tionships — key elements
for effective and sustainable
outcomes.

More information about
the funded organizations and
their programs, the Equity in
Action Committee, and First
5 Sacramento’s participa-
tory grantmaking model is
available on the https://first-
Ssacramento.saccounty.gov/
About-Us/Pages/History-
Equity-in-Action.aspx. %
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Republic FC Acquires Forward
Mayele Malango from Monterey Bay FC

Sacramento Republic
FC News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento Republic FC
announced Jan. § that the
Club has acquired for-
ward Mayele Malango
(MY-el Muh-LAWN-go)
from Monterey Bay FC
via transfer. Malango has
also signed a new con-
tract with Republic FC.
Per club policy, the terms
of the transfer and con-
tract will not be disclosed.
Malango will be available
pending league and fed-
eration approval and is
expected to wear No. 7 for
Republic FC.

“Mayele is a dynamic
attacker with a diverse
and impressive jour-
ney through multiple
levels of U.S. soccer,”
said Republic FC Head
Coach Neill Collins. “His
pace, strength and fin-
ishing ability give us
more options in the final
third, and we’re excited
to integrate him into our
system.”

Malango, 28, featured

refugees before coming
to the U.S. and settling in
Massachusetts. He made
a name for himself on the
local soccer scene before
moving on to the colle-
giate level. He began at
Salem State University,
where he scored 17 goals
in 19 appearances and
earned both MASCAC
Player of the Year and
Rookie of the Year honors
on the way to a conference
title. He then transferred
to UMass Lowell, com-
peting at the Division
I level before turning
professional.

Mayele earned his first
call up to the Malawi
National Team for

Sacramento Republic FC

prominently for Monterey
Bay FC during the 2025
USL Championship
season, making 29 appear-
ances across league
and USL Cup play
with five goals and two
assists. His contribu-
tions included scoring
the club’s first goal of the

season and earning a USL
Championship Team of
the Week honor early in
the campaign for a stand-
out performance against
Oakland Roots SC.

“I would like to thank
God for this opportunity,
and also thanks to all the
coaching staff and front

Open Call for River Cats

National Anthem Auditions

Demos for Potential Performers Must
be Submitted Prior to Jan. 30

Sacramento River Cats
News Release

YouTube link to marketing@rivercats.com.
The subject line should read “2026 National

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - If you have
ever dreamed of
getting a baseball
game underway
by singing
the National
Anthem,

now is your
chance as the
Sacramento
River Cats have
announced their

Anthem Demo” and include a name,
phone number and email address

in the body of the email.
Submissions that
do not meet this
requirement
will be automat-
ically rejected.
The River Cats
: will invite the top
tm demos submitted to
Sutter Health Park

for a live audition on Feb. 17.
Due to the volume of applicants, per-

World Cup Qualifiers
in September 2025 and

office members for believ-
ing in me, and for making
this transfer to happen.
I'm super excited to join
the team and can't wait to
contribute to the team's
success on and off the
field,” said Malango. “I
can’t wait to meet all the
fans and play in front of
you all. I will give every-
thing I have for the team.
Let’s make memories
together as we fight for
another championship.”
Prior to joining
Monterey Bay FC,
Malango built a varied
and productive profes-
sional career in the United
States. He began his
pro journey with New
England Revolution II in
2020, where he appeared
in 14 matches. In 2021,
he signed with New

Amsterdam FC of the
National Independent
Soccer Association, scor-
ing an impressive nine
goals in 14 appearances to
earn an All-League First
Team selection. In 2022,
he continued his devel-
opment with Albion San
Diego in NISA, find-
ing the net three times
in 20 matches, help-
ing the team reach the
NISA Championship
Final. From 2023 to
2024, Malango starred for
Chattanooga Red Wolves
SC in USL League One,
where he recorded 12
goals and five assists in 68
total appearances.

A native of Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Malango
and his family spent
10 years in Malawi as

recorded an assist in his
debut. He later joined
The Flames for two inter-
national friendlies in
November, scoring his
first goal against Lesotho
on Nov. 18.

Republic FC’s 2026
season officially kicks
off on March 7 when
the club hosts FC Tulsa
at Heart Health Park.
Season ticket member-
ships are on sale now,
offering a range of bene-
fits including discounts on
merchandise and access
to exclusive fan experi-
ences, as well as priority
seat selection in the new
Republic Stadium at The
Railyards. For more infor-
mation, or to purchase a
membership today, visit
SacRepublicFC.com/
Memberships. *

Softhall Sets Schedule

National Anthem audi-

tions for the 2026 baseball season will take
place at Sutter Health Park on the evening
of Feb. 17.

Auditions are open to all soloists and
instrumentalists, and those interested in per-
forming prior to a River Cats game must
submit an audition demo by Friday, Jan. 30.
Demos received past this date will not be
considered.

All demos submitted must be an A cap-
pella version or original performance of
the Star-Spangled Banner, sung in full with
clear, consistent and correct lyrics. The full
performance must not exceed 90 seconds.

To submit a demo, email a mp3 or

formers will only be contacted if they are
selected to audition in person. Selected per-
formers will be contacted the week of Feb. 9
with further instructions.

Sutter Health Park is the West Sacramento
home of the three-time Triple-A Champion
Sacramento River Cats, proud affiliate of
the three-time World Series Champion
San Francisco Giants. Memberships, mini-
plans, and suites and hospitality spaces for
the 2026 season may be purchased now by
calling the River Cats Ticket Office at (916)
371-HITS (4487), emailing tickets@river-
cats.com, or visiting www.rivercats.com. For
information on other events at Sutter Health
Park, visit www.sutterhealthpark.com. *

Former Hornet Abigail Lopez
Makes Pro Debut with Club Puebla

Sacramento State
Athletics News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Former Sacramento State
women’s soccer standout
Abigail Lopez has joined
the professional ranks, sign-
ing with Club Puebla in
Mexico’s top women’s divi-
sion and making her debut
on Jan. 4 against the Rayados
de Monterrey in the LIGA
BBVA MX Femenil closing
tournament.

Lopez joined the club back
in December of 2025, just
in time to make her debut in
early January. She played all
90 minutes of her club’s 4-0
loss to Monterrey in the open-
ing match for both clubs.

A four-time All-Big Sky
Conference honoree during
her carcer with the Hornets,
Lopez earned first-team all-
league laurels in each of her
final two collegiate campaigns
and was named to the second
team as a freshman and soph-
omore. She is one of only

Lopez joined the club back
in December of 2025, just in
time to make her debut in
early January. Photo courtesy of
Sacramento State Athletics

four former Sacramento State
players to win four All-Big
Sky honors in a career, join-
ing Katie McCoy (first-team
honors in 2005-07 and a sec-
ond-team award in 2004),
Kara Taylor (first-team hon-
ors in 2005, 2007-08 and an
honorable mention award in
2006), and Aubrey Goodwill
(first-team honors in 2021-22,
a second-team award in 2020,
and an honorable mention
selection in 2019).

Lopez is also one of only 11
Hornets to earn multiple All-
Big Sky first-team awards.

Starting all 21 matches for
Sacramento State as a senior
in 2024, she led the team in
scoring with four goals, three
assists, and 11 points on the
year, helping the Hornets cap-
ture the Big Sky Tournament
title and a berth in the NCAA
Tournament against USC.

She finished her career
ranked tied for eighth in all-
time points with 37 and tied
for seventh in career goals
with 15. Her 134 shot attempts
are seventh on the school’s all-
time list.

Lopez scored at least four
goals in three of her four sea-
sons with the Hornets, while
her 11 points as a senior were
a career high, surpassing the
10 she accounted for as a
freshman in 2021. Overall,
she appeared in 72 matches for
Sacramento State, making the
starting lineup in 63 of those
— including 38 consecutive
starts to close out her career. *

courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

UC Davis Athletics
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - UC Davis softball has
set in place its 2026 schedule, with the sea-
son opener set for Feb. 5 at home against
Sacramento State and the Big West
Conference opener against Hawai'l sched-
uled at La Rue Field over the weekend of
March 6-7.

The Aggies will host 28 games in Davis,
while hitting the road for their other 25
games. UC Davis will take part in four tour-
naments, performing hosting duties for two,
while playing in five games at neutral sites
along the with host schools at two other
tournaments.

2026 begins with the NorCal Kickoff where
UC Davis will open against Sacramento State
on Feb. 5 before playing San Diego, Colorado
State and Saint Mary's in the yearly tourna-
ment that runs from Feb. 5-8.

UC Davis then plays its first of seven mid-
week games, traveling to Pacific on Feb. 11.
The Aggies will also make midweek trips to
Santa Clara (Feb. 17), Sacramento State (Mar.
24) and Saint Mary's (Apr. 14). Pacific will
make the return trip on Mar. 3, joining Utah
Valley (Mar. 9) and Stanford (Apr. 7) in mak-
ing midweek trips to La Rue Field.

UNLV hosts the next tournament the
Aggies visit, and running from Feb. 13-15 the
Aggies will face Seattle, Quinnipiac and host-
ing UNLV. UC Davis will twice see Seattle
and UNLV during the Las Vegas, Nev., tour-
nament. Over Feb. 20-21 the Aggies will also
head to St. George, Utah where they will face
Weber State and Utah Tech in back-to-back
days for a total of four games over the 48
hours spent in the high desert.

As the calendar rolls into March, the Ags
host their final tournament of the season when
over the stretch of Feb. 27-Mar. 1 UC Davis
will see Nevada (twice), Santa Clara, Sacred

Heart and San Jose State.

The Aggies open Big West play by hosting
Hawai'l over the weekend of Mar. 6-7. The
Ags will go on to host CSU Bakersfield (Mar.
21-22), Cal State Fullerton (Mar. 28-29),
CSUN (Apr. 11-12) and UC Santa Barbara
(Apr. 25-26). On the road in conference, the
Aggies will visit UC San Diego (Mar. 13-14),
Long Beach State (Apr. 3-4), UC Riverside
(Apr. 18-19) and Cal Poly (May 1-2). The Big
West Championships are set to get going at
Cal State Fullerton from May 6-9.

UC Davis returns All-Big West honorees
Ashley Sawai, Alyssa Dethlefson, Caroline
Grimes and Sydney Polli. Last season Sawai
finished top 10 in the Big West in innings
pitched (eighth), batters struck out (ninth),
wins (ninth) and saves (second). The Aggie
right-hander also tossed a career-high 15
complete games, placing her fourth in the
conference and 38th in the nation.

Dethlefson also found her name inside the
top 10 of a pair of Big West statistical catego-
ries. She led the conference in triples (five),
and her 19 stolen bases placed her fourth in
the league. During the season, Dethlefson
was not caught once and along with Grand
Canyon's Savannah Groshong-Kirk she is one
of two student-athletes in the country to have
not been caught stealing this season with at
least 19 stolen bases.

UC Davis, the No. 2 ranked public uni-
versity by the Wall Street Journal, is home
to 40,000 undergraduate students and 12,000
employees. Ranked #1 in Agriculture and
Forestry as well as #1 in Veterinary Medicine,
UC Davis is located in a true California col-
lege town nestled between world-class
destinations such as the San Francisco Bay
Area, Napa Valley and Lake Tahoe. Over
650 Aggie student-athletes compete in 25
Division I varsity sports, with 16 sports tran-
sitioning to the Mountain West Conference
beginning in 2026-27. *
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Deal Me In

Local Casino January Events Calendar

By MPG Staff,

Compiled from Hard Rock
Sacramento,

Thunder Rock Casino Resort
and Sky River Casino

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Fight fans, music lovers and
nightlife enthusiasts have an
action-packed lineup to look
forward to as Hard Rock
Live, Thunder Valley Casino
Resort, and Sky River Casino
present a series of must-see
events featuring legendary
athletes, chart-topping artists
and unforgettable nightlife
experiences.
HARD ROCK

On Saturday, Jan. 24 at 8
p.m,, Xavi will take the Hard
Rock Live Sacramento stage
with his X-Tour featuring spe-
cial guest Fabio Capri. Xavi
is the leading voice of Musica
Mexicana’s new generation,
with over 4.8 billion career
streams. Born in Phoenix
and raised between the U.S.
and Nogales, Sonora, the
singer-songwriter blends tra-
ditional corridos with R&B,
pop, and urban influences. He
rose to global prominence in
2024 with “La Diabla,” which
topped Spotify’s Global 200
and became the longest-run-
ning #1 Latin solo song in the
chart’s history.

Hard Rock Live inside
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Sacramento at Fire Mountain
will host A1 Combat 33:
Legends Collide on Friday,
Jan. 30.

The event is headlined by
a highly anticipated Combat
Jiu-Jitsu Superfight between
MMA legend Urijah Faber
and Cisco Rivera, alongside
17 total bouts in the cage.
Doors open at 4 p.m. with
the main card taking place at
7 p.m.

-
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The event will be broadcast

FIGHT PASS. For the full

.

Hard Rock Casino is starting the year strong with a lineup of concerts, UFC fights and more. Photo by Shamaya Sutton

1 i :
Sky River Casino is located on 1 Sky River Pkwy, Elk Grove and has a full calendar of events. Photo by Idaly Valencia

bout card, visit AICOMBAT. No refunds.
live on YouTube and UFC COM. All bouts subject
to change or cancellation.

Brad Paisley his the Thunder
Valley stage Friday, Jan. 30
to celebrate over 25 years
of chart-topping success.
A Grand Ole Opry member
since 2001, Paisley has writ-
ten 21 of his 25 No. 1 hits
and amassed nearly 5 billion
career streams, with classics
like “He Didn’t Have to Be,”
“She’s Everything,” and “We
Danced.”

This is a show country fans
won’t want to miss.

Grammy Award-winning
artist Gary Clark Jr. brings
his genre-blending sound of
blues, rock, soul, and hip-hop
to The Venue, featuring hits
such as “This Land,” “Pearl
Cadillac,” and “Don’t Owe
You a Thang.”

Joining him is the Marcus
King Band, adding even more
high-energy, soulful perfor-
mances to the night.

Tickets for Thunder Valley
Events are available on
TicketMaster.

SKY RIVER

Ladies Night will take place
Wednesday, Jan. 28 at 5 p.m.
Grab your friends to enjoy
cigar specials, a curated drink
menu and entertainment

Come out Thursday, Jan.
29 for High Stakes, Slow
Smoke. This event brings
together the bold character of
High West Whiskeys and the
craftsmanship of My Father
Cigars for a curated pairing
experience designed for true
connoisseurs. Admission is
$75. Reserve your tickets now
on Open Table.

Party @ 32 Brews Street
returns each Friday 10 p.m.
to 1 a.m. Come alive at 32
Brews Street with DJs spin-
ning the latest hits! Feel the
beat and dance the night
away with all your favorites
playing. *

THUNDER VALLEY
A country music icon,
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\ PAYROLL and
L. HR Support
' $299 a month

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

5

/

We specialize in small and
mid-sized businesses. Offering
comprehensive and intuitive
payroll and HR solutions.
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