
By MPG Staff

GALT, CA (MPG) - Looking to give back 
to the local food bank while sharing 
a meal with neighbors? Community 
members can support the Galt 
Sunshine Food Pantry & Resource 
Center, Inc. during its annual Empty 
Bowls fundraiser dinner from 5 to 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 7. 

Organizers say the evening offers 
“so much more than a good meal.”

The fundraiser is the pantry’s pri-
mary source of funding, helping to 
sustain twice-a-month food distri-
bution operations and support the 
expansion of its physical space to 
meet the growing needs of the com-
munity’s most vulnerable residents.

In 2025, the Sunshine Food Pantry 

served about 39,000 individuals and 
transitioned from operating inside 
Galt United Methodist Church to 
its own standalone building nearby. 
Proceeds from the event will go 
directly toward “keeping the lights 
on” at the pantry, from covering util-
ity bills to ensuring there is enough 
food for those in need.
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Jason Keith Bruce was sentenced and fined for illegally importing an endangered wild sheep 
trophy into the United States. Photo by Elijah Pilchard/Pixabay 

By Idaly Valencia

GALT, CA (MPG) - A Galt 
man who smuggled the 
trophy of an endangered 
wild sheep into the United 
States after a big-game 
hunt in Pakistan has been 
sentenced to six months in 
federal prison and ordered 
to pay $85,000 in fines.

According to a news 
release issued Jan. 7 by the 
United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Eastern 
District of California, 
51-year-old Jason Keith 
Bruce of Galt admitted to 
conspiring to smuggle a 
Ladakh urial trophy into 
the country nearly eight 
years ago.

The Ladakh urial is an 
endangered species of wild 
sheep native to the moun-
tainous Ladakh region 
of India and Pakistan. A 
“Trophy,” as defined by 
authorities, is “a whole 
animal,  or a readily 
recognizable part of an ani-
mal, that is prepared for 
display.”

Federal prosecutors said 
Bruce, a recreational big-
game hunter, was a client 
of 45-year-old Pir Danish 
Ali, his co-defendant and 
the chief executive officer 
of a Pakistan-based hunt-
ing outfitter and guide 
company. An investiga-
tion by the U.S. Fish and 

Hunter Jailed for Smuggling 
Trophy of Endangered Species

Food Pantry to Host ‘Empty Bowls’ Fundraiser 

Galt Sunshine Food Pantry & Resource Center, Inc. will host its annual Empty Bowls fundraiser from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
7 at Littleton Community Center, 410 Civic Center Drive. Herald file photo

By Idaly Valencia

GALT, CA (MPG) - The Galt 
Joint Union Elementary 
School District board met 
Feb. 18 to review staffing 
changes, including reduc-
tions in classified positions, 
and receive updates on stu-
dent achievement and 
district finances.

In a closed session, trust-
ees voted 5-0 to release up 
to nine intern teachers and 
one probationary certifi-
cated employee, effective 
no later than the end of the 
2025-26 school year on 
June 30.

The meeting opened 
with a presentation from 
student leaders at Greer 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l . 
Principal Adam McLearan 
introduced three students 
who shared a student-pro-
duced video highlighting 
campus culture, leader-
ship opportunities and the 
Mustang Market, a school 
store that rewards students 
for positive behavior.

During public comment, 
Maria Bernal, who works 
in a special day class for 
students with intensive 
needs, urged the board 
to consider the impact of 
staffing reductions in spe-
cial education. 

“We deserve transpar-
ency, we deserve fairness 
and our students deserve 
safe, fully staffed class-
rooms,” she said, noting 
that cuts to classified 
staff increase workloads 
and raise safety concerns 
in classrooms serving 
students with higher aca-
demic, behavioral and 
medical needs.

One written comment 
came from Becca Toscano, 
a Bright Future Learning 
Center (BFLC) technician 
at Lake Canyon for the 
past 13 years. 

Toscano  expressed 
concern that proposed 
workday reductions for 
staff would affect fami-
lies’ access to before- and 
after-school programs, 
team preparation time and 
employee income. 

“ A s  a  l o n g t i m e 
employee of the district, 
I understand that difficult 
decisions must be made 
to cut costs and ensure 
appropriate levels of staff-
ing,” she wrote. “However, 
these cuts impact not only 
employee pay and well-be-
ing, but all other staff and 
student success.”

Administrators then 

Elementary 
School District 

Approves 
Reductions in 

Staff
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IT’S NOT JUST A 
RENTAL... 
IT’S A TOYOTA!

ELK GROVE TOYOTA  
RENT-A-CAR 

In the Elk Grove Auto Mall, Elk Grove 
(916) 405-8085

rental@elkgrovetoyota.com 
elkgrovetoyota.com/rental

Summer Special

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  3/31/2026

per week
$41994

4 Runner
$8999

per day

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  3/31/2026

4 Runner
$53994

per week

150 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 150 

Expires  3/31/2026

Tacoma

Tacoma

$6999
per day

LOW 
WEEKLY RENTALS

Starting at $41994 per week 
Over 700 30¢/mile  
Expires  3/31/2026

100 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 100 
Expires 3/31/2026
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FOR SCHEDULES OR MORE INFORMATION  

CALL (209) 745-3052 OR (800) 338-8676
www.sctlink.com
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• Available to EVERYONE
• Discounted Fares for Seniors, 

Disabled Riders, and Students
• Children 4 and Under Free With 

Paying Adult
• Lift-Equipped and Accessible to 

Mobility Aids

DIAL-A-RIDE
• Curb-to-Curb Service Within Galt 

City Limits
• Save With Ticket Books and 

Group Discounts
• Medical Run for Seniors and 

Disabled Riders
• Extended service on Tuesdays
• Service Monday Through 

Saturday

Connecting Galt with Elk Grove, Cosumnes River College,  
Kaiser South and Methodist Hospital

GALT COMMUTER STOPS:
• Galt
• Twin Cities
• Midtown

• Downtown
• Sacramento

DELTA ROUTE
• Service Connecting Galt with Walnut Grove, Ryde, And Isleton
• Service from Delta Communities to Raley’s and Wal-Mart in Galt
• Service Monday Through Friday

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS
Find out what’s happening 

in your local area at...

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

G A LT H E R A L D. C O M

Elk Grove High School 
Class of ’81  
Reunion Committee  
News Release

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Elk 
Grove High School’s 
Class of 1981 will cele-
brate its 45-year reunion 
on Saturday, July 25. 
The reunion committee 
has been working non-
stop to plan a memorable 
event and this year is no 
exception!

The event will be held at 
The Rancho Murieta Inn & 
Spa, 7337 Murieta Drive in 
Rancho Murieta. The eve-
ning begins with a no-host 
bar at 5:30 p.m., followed 

by dinner at 7 p.m. There 
will be dancing, raffle 
prizes, our favorite tunes 
and lots of fun!

Those interested in 
attending are encouraged 
to register early to get 
the best price. Early-bird 
registration will be avail-
able from now through 
June 30 at $50. From July 
1 to 17, registration will 
cost $60. No registra-
tions will be taken at the 
door. Registration is avail-
able online at forms.gle/
Nrewx1N81R7xx7jPA. 

For those who’d like to 
golf, there will be a sepa-
rate event on Friday, July 
24 at WildHawk Golf 

Club, 7713 Vineyard Road 
in Sacramento. 

Sign up for a foursome 
and spend the morning on 
the course. Tee time starts 
at 10:30 a.m. Single golfers 

are welcome, and we will 
find a group for you.

This is not a walk-on 
event; those interested 
must register for golf when 
registering for the reunion.  

Stay the night! There 
are a limited number of 
hotel rooms available for 
those who'd like to stay 
overnight.

Contact the Rancho 

Murieta Inn & Spa directly 
at 916-354-3900 and men-
tion Elk Grove High 
School Reunion to get a 
discounted rate ($220/
room). � H

Class of 1981 to 
Reunite July 25

The Elk Grove High School’s Class of 1981 will hold its 45-year reunion on Saturday, July 25 at The Rancho Murieta Inn & Spa, 
7337 Murieta Drive. Courtesy photo

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - The California State 
Association of Counties 
on Feb. 11 awarded the 
Sacramento County Public 
Defender’s Office with a 
2025 Challenge Award for 
its innovative Juvenile Pre-
Trail Program.

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e 
Association of Counties’ 
Challenge Awards high-
light county programs from 
across the state that help 
solve complex issues.

“This award reflects 
our belief that when we 
invest in young people 
early, by understanding 

their trauma, supporting 
their families and connect-
ing them to services, we 
can change life trajectories 

and strengthen our com-
munity,” said Chief Public 
Defender Amanda Benson. 
“I am incredibly proud 

of our team and our jus-
tice partners for embracing 
a model that prioritizes 
care, accountability and 

opportunity for youth.”
The Juvenile Pre-Trial 

Program launched in 2023. 
The goal of the initia-

tive is to assess youth in 
the juvenile justice sys-
tem for trauma, mental 
health needs, educational 
challenges, family cir-
cumstances and other 
underlying factors. 

Public defenders work 
alongside social workers 
to develop individualized 
release plans and connect 
youth and their families to 
community-based support.

By addressing root 
causes early, the program 
aligns with Sacramento 
County’s broader goals 

of improving commu-
nity well-being, advancing 
equitable outcomes and 
responsibly reducing youth 
detention. Youth connected 
to these services are less 
likely to return to cus-
tody and more likely to be 
released sooner.

“The Juvenile Pre-Trial 
Program shows what’s 
possible when we look 
beyond the case file and 
focus on the whole child,” 
said Assistant Public 
Defender Reuben Moreno. 
“By building trust early 
and connecting youth to 
meaningful support, we’re 
helping them succeed 
while improving outcomes 
across the system.”� H

Sacramento County Public Defender Honored for Innovation

The Sacramento County Public Defender’s Office was awarded a 2025 Challenge Award on Feb. 
11 by the California State Association of Counties for innovative work through its Juvenile Pre-
Trial Program. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

Find Back Issues at GaltHerald.com
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Wildlife Service (FWS) 
found that beginning in 
2016 the two conspired to 
hunt a Ladakh urial and 
illegally import the result-
ing trophy into the United 
States.

The release said Bruce 
paid Ali $50,000 for the 
hunting trip during which 
he killed a Ladakh urial, 
then initially returned to 
the United States without 
the animal trophy. He later 
traveled back to Pakistan 
and, on March 29, 2018, 
arrived at San Francisco 
International Airport car-
rying eight animal trophies 
in his personal luggage, 
including the Ladakh urial.

U.S .  Cus toms and 
Border Protection officers 

alerted the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, which 
deta ined the  t rophy. 
Prosecutors said Bruce 
and Ali then agreed to lie 
to the agency, claiming 
the animal was a different 
sheep species that is not 
endangered.

Authorities later deter-
mined the case was part 
of a broader pattern of 
fraud tied to Ali’s hunting 
company. 

Invest igators  found 
forged documents were 
used to import at least 97 
animal trophies into the 
United States between 
2013 and 2018.

Bruce was arrested and 
indicted in 2023 on charges 
including conspiracy to 
violate the Endangered 

Species Act, making false 
statements and smug-
gling goods into the United 
States.

The Sacramento Bee 
reported that Bruce pleaded 
guilty Tuesday, Feb. 3 to 
one count of conspiracy. In 
the plea agreement cited by 
the Bee, Bruce acknowl-
edged that he “worked 
with a hunting company in 
Pakistan to kill the Ladakh 
urial and bring it home, 
where he had it mounted 
in a trophy room at his 
home.”

The Bee reported that 
Bruce was sentenced to six 
months in federal prison, 
ordered to pay $85,000 in 
fines and given two years 
of supervised release after 
completing his term. � H

Continued from page 1

Hunter Jailed for Smuggling 
Trophy of Endangered Species

The event will be held 
at Littleton Community 
Center, 410 Civic Center 
Drive. Dinner includes 
a variety of soups, salad 
and bread with ticket pur-
chase. The evening will 
also feature live music, 
local artisan bowls for 
sale, a silent auction of gift 
baskets and other activi-
ties. Beer and wine will be 
available for purchase.

Tickets are $20 for adults 
and $5 for children ages 12 
and under. Tickets may be 
purchased directly from 
Sunshine Food Pantry rep-
resentative Faye Gaines at 

209-200-2628 or by email 
at fayegaines@att.net. 

For more information 

about the pantry and its 
distribution days, visit sun-
shinefoodpantrygalt.org. �H

Food Pantry to Host 
 ‘Empty Bowls’ Fundraiser 

Continued from page 1

The Empty Bowls fundraiser dinner, hosted by Galt Sunshine 
Food Pantry & Resource Center, Inc., will feature local artisan 
bowls for sale on Saturday, March 7. Herald file photo

By MPG Staff

GALT, CA (MPG) - In its latest 
newsletter, the city high-
lighted several ongoing 
and upcoming landscape 
improvement projects 
focused on beautifying 
public spaces while priori-
tizing “sustainability, water 
conservation and long-term 
maintenance efficiency.”

Elm Avenue 
Improvements

The Elm Avenue project 
marked the first completed 
effort ,  with Phase 1 
improvements spanning 
curb to sidewalk from 
Robin Lane (north side) 
westward to the end of 
city-maintained property. 
The work included remov-
ing overgrown vegetation, 
adding new plantings and 
shredded cedar mulch in 
bare areas, installing a drip 
irrigation system for effi-
cient watering and planting 
Chinese Pistache trees to 
provide shade and visual 
appeal.

According to the city, 
Phase 2 of the Elm Avenue 
project is set to begin next 

and will shift focus to the 
hillside behind the side-
walk leading to the sound 
wall. Planned improve-
ments include removing 
existing vegetation, install-
ing a drip irrigation system 
and planting drought-re-
sistant plants and ground 
cover designed to create a 
sustainable, low-mainte-
nance landscape.

Harvey Park Turf 
Renovation

The city also provided 
an update on turf renova-
tion efforts at Harvey Park, 
located at the corner of C 
Street and Third Street.

P r o j e c t  h i g h l i g h t s 
include removing turf 
areas that lacked viability 
and replacing traditional 
irrigation with a drip sys-
tem to improve water 
management. Existing 
eucalyptus trees were pre-
served, while additional 
trees were planted to cre-
ate a more symmetrical and 
visually appealing layout. 
The newsletter also noted 
that native plants and trees 
were incorporated to fur-
ther support a sustainable 

landscape.

Stockton Boulevard 
Landscaping

In addition, the city 
announced upcoming 
landscaping work along 
Stockton Boulevard near 
Walnut Avenue. 

P l a n s  c a l l  f o r  a 
drought-tolerant landscape 
design intended to reduce 
water use and minimize 
long-term maintenance. 
Existing turf will be 
removed and replaced with 
climate-appropriate plants 
requiring minimal irriga-
tion, while new ground 
cover will help retain soil 
moisture, suppress weeds 
and improve soil health.

All new planting areas 
along Stockton Boulevard 
will be supported by drip 
irrigation systems designed 
to deliver water directly to 
plant roots, reducing waste 
and runoff. The city stated 
in the newsletter that this 
approach will lessen the 
need for frequent water-
ing, mowing and trimming 
while creating a cleaner, 
greener appearance along 
the road corridor. � H

City-Wide Landscape 
Improvements 

Highlighted

Saturday Market 
Kickoff Set for March 7

City of Galt News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - The City of Galt is excited 
to welcome the community back for the 
first Saturday Market of the season, and 
it’s in full bloom!

Celebrate the start of spring with fresh 
air, vibrant flowers and a street filled with 
talented local makers in the heart of the 
community. Guests can stroll through gar-
den favorites, spring décor, handmade 
goods, fresh finds and one-of-a-kind trea-
sures, all while enjoying delicious eats 
from a variety of food vendors.

The March 7 kickoff event will feature 
live music from Listen Hear Band, per-
forming from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
the main stage. The Community Stage will 

also host DJ Brian King, who will spin 
music throughout the entire event.

With spring sunshine, beautiful blooms 
and a vibrant community atmosphere, the 
Saturday Market is the perfect way to wel-
come the season.

The kickoff event will be from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the 4th Street Promenade. 
The Saturday Market series will con-
tinue the first Saturday of each month, 
March through November, bringing live 
entertainment, unique vendors and fam-
ily-friendly fun to the Fourth Street 
Promenade.

For more information about the 
Saturday Market series, contact the City of 
Galt Special Events Division at 209-366-
7115 or jgarcia@cityofgalt.org. � H

The City of Galt announced in its latest newsletter that the Saturday Market will host a kickoff 
event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 7 at the 4th Street Promenade featuring live music from 
Listen Hear Band. Photo courtesy of City of Galt

A current view of landscaping along Stockton Boulevard, left, and a rendering showing the 
planned improvements for the road corridor. Photo courtesy of City of Galt
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FEATURE YOUR EVENT!
STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

Messenger Publishing Group

QUICK, EASY,  
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.GALTHERALD.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’  
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”  
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE 
FULL LANDING PAGE 
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT  
INFORMATION! 

PRICING VARIES 
DEPENDING ON  
THE NUMBER OF 
WEBSITES WHERE 
YOUR EVENT 
APPEARS, LENGTH  
OF TIME YOUR EVENT 
 IS FEATURED.

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL  
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM  
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

29 WEBSITES  

IN THE GREATER  

SACRAMENTO  

AREA TO  

CHOOSE FROM

COPY THE URL  
OF YOUR EVENT 

LANDING PAGE TO 

INCLUDE IN YOUR  

ADS, & EMAILS, 

Monday, March 2
L o d i  P a r k i n s o n ’s 

Support Group, 10 a.m., 
GracePoint Church, 801 
Lower Sacramento Road 
(enter off Tokay Street), 
Lodi; 209-269-1080 or 
209-329-1185.

Galt Youth Commission, 
6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  C o u n c i l 
Chambers, 380 Civic 
Drive.

Tuesday, March 3
Galt City Council, 6 

p.m., Council Chambers, 
380 Civic Drive.

Wednesday, March 4
Cosumnes CSD, 5 p.m., 

Elk Grove CSD board-
room, 8820 Elk Grove 
Blvd., Elk Grove.

Hera ld  Communi ty 
C l u b ,  6 : 3 0  p . m . , 
Hendrickson Hall, 12746 
I v i e  R o a d ,  H e r a l d , 
209-810-8390.

Sacramento LAFCo, 
5 : 3 0  p . m . ,  C o u n t y 
Administration Center 

boardroom, 700 H St., 
Sacramento.

Friday, March 6
Galt Sunrise Rotary, 

7 a.m., Comfort Inn & 
Suites, 10380 Twin Cities 
Road, 209-745-6617.

Sunday, March 8
Galt 4-H Club meeting, 

3 p.m., at either Barbara 
Payne Community Garden 
or Grange Hall (depending 
on weather); see Facebook 
page GALT 4-H or email 
galt4h@gmail.com.

Thursday, March 12
Lockeford Community 

Services District Board 
of Directors, 9 a.m., Old 
School House, 19456 N. 
Jack Tone Road.

Saturday, March 14
Kiwanis Club of Galt, 

8:30 a.m., Comfort Inn, 
10380 Twin Cities Road. 
For more information, visit 
k13878.site.kiwanis.org/

contact.

Tuesday, March 17
Galt City Council, 6 

p.m., Council Chambers, 
380 Civic Drive.

Wednesday,  
March 18

Cosumnes CSD, 5 p.m., 
Elk Grove CSD board-
room, 8820 Elk Grove 
Blvd., Elk Grove.

Galt Elementary School 
Board,  7 p.m.,  City 
Hall, 380 Civic Drive, 
209-745-4545.

Thursday, March 19
Galt  Beaut i f icat ion 

Committee,  10 a .m., 
Community Development 
Dept., 495 Industrial Drive, 
209-366-7130.

Galt High School Board, 
6 p.m., Council Chambers, 
380 Civic Drive.

Herald Fire Protection 
District, 6 p.m., Station 87, 
12746 Ivie Road, 209-748-
2322.� H

MEETING MINDERS

DONALD ARTHUR GRENNELL  • 07/27/1930 - 12/30/2025
In loving memory of 

Donald A. Grennell 
Survived by his wife 

Shirley, and daughters, 
Karen, Janet and Joni. Our 
beloved father passed away 
peacefully on December 30, 
2025 at the age of 95. We 
will remember our father as 
being a loving, soft spoken, 
generous very handsome 
man with a wonderful quirky 
sense of humor. We will 
miss his funny one-liner 
jokes that always came out 
of nowhere, and the punch 
line never forgotten. His 
ability to make everyone in 
his life feel loved, special 
and protected will leave a 
very big hole in our hearts. 

Don was in the Navy, 
then spent 20 years as a 
Deputy Sheriff, but his true 
passion was to build things 
with his own two hands. 
Upon retiring at the age of 

50, he spent the next 45 
years following that pas-
sion. While they loved 
to travel in their motor 
home across the nation, 
his primary focus was the 
continuous building to our 
childhood home in Herald. 
He loved giving our mother 
her dream kitchen, outdoor 
spaces for all of her flow-
ers, not to mention, the 

barn for our horses, sheds 
for all his tools, pens for 
livestock and even an oil pit 
to change the oil in all our 
cars. Our lives growing up 
in Herald on our 10 acres 
was a very special, magical 
time. While we didn’t know 
it at the time, we were very 
lucky girls to have had the 
upbringing that we did. Our 
Dad understood the chaos 
of the world and wanted 
to protect his wife and 3 
daughters from it all. He did 
just that. 

He was the go-to-handy-
man fo r  h i s  f r i ends , 
neighbors and church. His 
ability to fix anything (even 
when sometimes he should 
have left it to the profes-
sionals!) was his legacy, 
but his love for the lord, 
his family and friends was 
paramount. 

We will miss you Dad. 

M E M O R I A L

presented winter assess-
ment  data  f rom the 
district’s Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP) 
and i-Ready diagnostics. 
Several grade levels across 
elementary and middle 
schools met or nearly met 
the district’s 5% growth 
targets in reading, and mul-
tiple grade levels showed 
math gains during the first 
year of a new curriculum.

Principals from River 
Oaks, Greer, Lake Canyon, 
Marengo Ranch, Valley 
Oaks elementary schools 
and McCaffrey Middle 
S c h o o l  h i g h l i g h t e d 
site-specific growth and 
outlined action steps, 
including targeted sup-
port for students near 
proficiency benchmarks, 
academic conferences and 
continued professional 
development tied to the 
new math program. 

Superintendent Lois 
Yount noted that the dis-
trict continues to rank 
near the top in Sacramento 
County, performing well 
in academics and English 
learner progress while 
maintaining low chronic 
absenteeism and suspen-
sion rates.

Chief Business Officer 
A l e j a n d r a  G a r i b a y 
reviewed Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s proposed state 
budget with trustees, not-
ing that while it projects a 
balanced budget for 2026-
27, deficits are expected in 
future years.

G a r i b a y  s a i d  t h e 

district’s projected reserves 
would decline slightly over 
the next two years but 
remain above the state-re-
quired minimum. She also 
reported that the district 
received an unmodified 
opinion (the highest rat-
ing possible) in its annual 
independent audit, with 
no findings or material 
weaknesses.

B e f o r e  a c t i n g  o n 
i tems regarding per-
sonnel changes, Yount 
recognized staff dedica-
tion and acknowledged 
the difficulty of necessary 
reductions. 

“I recognize and I appre-
ciate the hard work and 
dedication of our staff,” 
Yount said. 

“I know reductions are 
difficult, but sometimes 
they are necessary due to 
student enrollment, lack 
of work or lack of fund-
ing,” she said, explaining 
that some of the potential 
reductions resulted from 
the district completing par-
ity of salary and workdays.

Yount also noted that 
while compensation for 
the current school year has 
not been settled, the district 
anticipates salary increases 
for all staff members.

Trustees approved reduc-
ing one middle school 
Spanish teaching posi-
tion from full-time to 0.6 
full-time equivalent due 
to enrollment and course 
offerings. Reductions in 
workdays and hours were 
approved for several clas-
sified positions, including 

a bilingual office assistant, 
seven health assistants, 
a licensed vocational 
nurse, four Bright Future 
Learning Center library 
technicians, an early child-
hood home visitor and two 
general education instruc-
tional assistants.

Based on projected 
enrollment and program 
needs for 2026-27, the dis-
trict also recommended 
eliminating two special 
education instructional 
assistant positions (one 
currently vacant), five gen-
eral education instructional 
assistant positions (one 
vacant) and one school 
social worker position 
(currently vacant). 

Tr u s t e e  K a t h e r i n e 
Harper asked if any posi-
tions could be reinstated if 
enrollment changes in the 
future. Yount confirmed 
that is possible, especially 
for special education aides 
as well as Bright Future 
Learning Center positions.

The board also received 
updates from the Cities and 
Schools Together (CAST) 
committee, including plans 
for active shooter train-
ing at Liberty Ranch High 
School during spring break 
and continued collabora-
tion with the Galt Police 
Department on campus 
safety and traffic concerns.

The next regular board 
meeting for the Galt Joint 
Union Elementary School 
District is scheduled at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, March 18 
at Galt City Hall, 380 Civic 
Drive. � H

Elementary School District 
Approves Reductions in Staff
Continued from page 1
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I Lost Money as a Widow 
and Ex-spouse by Not Knowing the Rules

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I just found 
out, as someone who was 
collecting widow’s benefits 
on my second husband (a 
very small amount) for some 
time, that I was, all along, 
entitled to divorce benefits 
from my first husband which 
are much more. I thought I 
had to wait until my first 
husband passed before I 
could collect anything from 
him. Now I learned I have 
the right to collect as a 
divorcee. All of these years 
I have been missing out on 
a bigger benefit because 
I didn’t know this. Please 
make this clear and stress 
it for others in my position. 
Signed: Lost Benefits

Dear Lost Benefits: I am 
truly saddened that you lost 
out on benefits from your 
first husband for such a long 
time. Although you could 
not collect an ex-spouse 
benefit from Husband #1 
while you were married 
to Husband #2, as soon as 
your current husband died 
you again became eligible 
for ex-spouse benefits from 
Husband #1. Basically, the 
rules say you cannot collect 
benefits from an ex-spouse 
if you have remarried and 
remain married. In other 
words, you cannot be “cur-
rently married” to collect 
benefits from an ex-spouse. 

But the death of Husband 
#2 meant that you were now 
eligible to collect ex-spouse 
benefits from your first hus-
band – husband #1. I hope 
when you later filed for 
your ex-spouse benefits you 
asked for six months of ret-
roactive benefits.

In your situation, when 
your Husband #2 died, 
you actually had a choice 
– either collect your surviv-
ing spouse benefit from your 
recently deceased husband 
#2, or to collect a regular 
ex-spouse benefit from your 
first husband if that is more 
than your benefit as your 
second husband’s widow. 
Regular ex-spouse bene-
fits from your first husband 
are available even though he 
is still living (and, indeed, 
even i f  he  remarr ied) 
because you are no longer 
married to husband #2.

This, however, is not 
always the way things work 
out for someone who has 
had multiple marriages. It 
all depends on the SS ben-
efit each former spouse was 
entitled to. That’s because 
your survivor benefit as 
your 2nd husband’s widow 
is based on the full (100%) 
amount he was receiving 
from Social Security when 
he died. In contrast, your 
benefit as your first hus-
band’s ex-spouse while he 
is still living will be based 
upon half (50%) of his full 
retirement age SS entitle-
ment. And often, 100% of a 
deceased person’s SS benefit 
is more than 50% of another 
living person’s amount. But 
not always.

It’s important to also 
know that if you claim any 
SS benefit before reaching 
your personal full retirement 
age (FRA), the monthly 

amount will be reduced. 
Benefits as a spouse (or a 
surviving spouse) do not 
reach maximum until the 
spouse reaches FRA, which 
is somewhere between age 
66 and 67 depending on 
the spouse’s year of birth. 
It’s also important to know 
that if a surviving spouse 
is working, any SS bene-
fit received will be subject 
to Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test (AET), which 
limits how much can be 
earned before SS benefits 
are affected. For 2026, the 
earnings limit for those col-
lecting early SS benefits is 
$24,480 and, if that limit is 
exceeded, Social Security 
will take away some of your 
benefits. Note that the earn-
ings test goes away when 
you reach your full retire-
ment age.

Finally, be aware that if 
your first husband also pre-
deceases you, you will then 
become eligible for a sur-
viving ex-spouse benefit 
from him, even if he has 
remarried. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-dvisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. 

Social Security Matters

The Winter Olympics had 
its thrills and spills -- and a 
deep philosophical divide 
represented by two Amer-
ican, or American-born, 
athletes. 

Jack Hughes, the gold 
medal-winning American 
hockey player for the U.S. 
team, gave voice to a pa-
triotic reflex in his heart-
felt expressions of love of 
his country. Eileen Gu, the 
gold medal-winning Amer-
ican-born freestyle skier 
competing for China, ex-
emplified a cosmopolitan 
ideal that floats above mere 
nationhood. 

This difference -- be-
tween the bloody-mouthed 
hockey player draped in 
his own country’s flag and 
the exceptionally talented 
part-time model resistant to 
any questions about nation-
al loyalty -- drives many of 
the divisions in American 
society. 

Is loyalty to country a 
matter of choice or an un-
alterable commitment? Do 
borders mean anything? Is 
our common culture essen-
tial or dispensable? Is the 
appropriate attitude toward 
America one of funda-
mental gratitude or critical 
distance?

These types of questions 
are involved in disputes 
over immigration policy, 
over American history and 
how to teach it in schools, 
over the status of the En-
glish language, and over 
how much we should care 
about so-called international 
opinion.

It was a subtext at the 
Munich Security Confer-
ence a couple of weeks ago 
when Marco Rubio said that 

we must fight for Western 
civilization, while Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez rendered 
“Western culture” in sneer 
quotes, as if it were a fiction 
or contemptible concept. 

The right is naturally 
drawn to the patriotic or na-
tionalistic attitude, whereas 
the left is more cosmopoli-
tan, tending to believe that 
attachment to one’s own is 
narrow-minded and patri-
otic displays are crude and 
simplistic. 

Cosmopolitanism has a 
long history. As I note in 
my book “The Case for Na-
tionalism,” the term “cos-
mopolitan” has its root in 
the Greek word “kosmopo-
lites,” or citizen of the cos-
mos or world.

The fourth-century B.C. 
Cynic philosopher Diogenes 
is the first recorded person 
to use what has now be-
come a cosmopolitan cliche: 
“When he was asked where 
he came from, he replied, ‘I 
am a citizen of the world.’” 

That was a radical, or 
even senseless, statement 
since the Greeks considered 
citizenship possible only 
through the polis, or city. 
During the Enlightenment, 
the cosmopolitan idea was 
expressed in the notion of 
Weltburger, or world citizen. 

This tendency has been 
given stark expression by 
the likes of the novelist 
Virginia Woolf, who urged 
the rejection of “pride of 
nationality,” and the titanic 
Russian writer LEO Tolstoy, 
who thought it “obvious that 
patriotism as a sentiment is 
bad and harmful; as a doc-
trine it is stupid.”

Cosmopolitanism has 
always been open to the 
charge that -- whatever its 
real or purported idealism -- 
it cultivates a disregard for 

what’s near, immediate and 
tangible in favor of what’s 
far off. 

Behind cosmopolitanism 
is what the British writer 
Paul Gilroy has called “the 
principled and methodical 
cultivation of a degree of 
estrangement from one’s 
own culture and history.” 

The problem is that no 
one is really a citizen of the 
world, rather of particular 
nations that have formed 
us in obvious and subtle 
ways. Yes, people emigrate 
and there are literary and 
intellectual exiles, but most 
of us have an attachment to 
home that feels natural and 
important. 

One reason that people 
were so moved by the U.S. 
hockey team was the pal-
pable bonds of the players 
-- to one another, to their 
country, to the memory of 
their tragically deceased 
former fellow player 
Johnny Gaudreau. These 
weren’t bonds that were 
chosen, so much as ac-
cepted and embraced; they 
were true to their team-
mates and nation.

In contrast, Eileen Gu 
claims to be true to herself. 
If asked if she is proud of 
the accomplishments of 
her countrymen, she might 
have to ask, “Which coun-
trymen?”

It is certainly the case 
that the Olympics bring 
athletes around the world 
together, but the Games 
themselves are testament to 
the enduring power of pa-
triotism. It was, after all, a 
unique kind of sports joy to 
witness the triumph of our 
boys in red, white and blue.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

Jack Hughes 
or Eileen Gu?

California’s Reading Reforms Drive Push 
for Better Math Skills in Early Grades

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Last year, after decades of 
often bitter debate, California 
took an important step toward 
raising the abysmal levels of 
reading ability among many 
of its public school students.

The Legislature passed 
and Gov. Gavin Newsom — 
who struggles with dyslexia 
— signed legislation that 
encourages phonics when 
teaching reading to elemen-
tary school students.

It stopped short of a pho-
nics mandate, which would 
have been fully justified, 
to temper opposition from 
educators still clinging to dis-
credited methods, such as 
“whole language.”

Rather, Assembly Bill 
1454 requires the state to 
provide training for teachers 
and instructional materials 
centered on phonics, or the 
“science of reading,” to use 
its current name. It would 
still allow local schools and 
their teachers to use other 
methods.

The Legislature and 
Newsom acted when the low 
reading skills of California’s 
kids, as determined by 
nationwide testing, became 
too obvious to ignore.

Reading comprehen-
sion among California’s 
fourth-graders ranked 37th 
among the states in the 
2024 National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. 
Just 29% of the state’s stu-
dents showed proficiency, 
down two percentage points 

from 2022.
Raising reading achieve-

ment is vital because it is the 
precursor to all other forms of 
learning. Thus, California’s 
low reading levels may be 
partially responsible for the 
state’s equally unacceptably 
low ranking on mathematics; 
just 39% of fourth graders 
were proficient.

That’s why a new effort to 
upgrade math skills via legis-
lation is — or at least should 
be — high on the Capitol’s 
must-do list. State Sen. Dr. 
Akilah Weber Pierson, a San 
Diego Democrat, introduced 
Senate Bill 1067, backed by 
education reformers who 
supported the phonics bill.

SB 1067 would require 
local school districts to screen 
primary school students for 
difficulty in math skills as a 
first step toward a statewide 
effort to upgrade instruction 
and comprehension.

“California is facing a real 
and urgent math achieve-
ment crisis, and we cannot 
afford to wait until students 
are already far behind to act,” 
the senator told EdSource, an 
education website that first 
revealed the new effort. “We 
know the achievement gap 
in math is evident as early as 
kindergarten. We also know 
that students who miss foun-
dational math skills in grades 
K through 2 rarely catch up.”

Weber Pierson comes by 
her interest in improving edu-
cation naturally. Her mother, 
Secretary of State Shirley 
Weber, was a persistent 
advocate of no-nonsense edu-
cation while serving in the 
Legislature, often clashing 
with the state’s entrenched 
education establishment — 
even the powerful California 
Teachers Association.

Weber grew up as a share-
cropper’s daughter in rigidly 
segregated Arkansas but 
moved to California with 

her family in 1951, earned a 
doctorate and was a college 
teacher before running for 
the Legislature.

“I don’t fear that I’m going 
to get lynched at night or that 
someone is going to bomb 
my house. I don’t fear that,” 
Weber told CalMatters in 
a 2017 profile. “What my 
predecessors stood for and 
fought for was a whole lot 
harder than what I’m fighting 
for today.”

Oddly, Southern states 
have lately been the most 
active in owning up to 
their educational deficien-
cies. Mississippi’s success 
in improving reading skills 
inspired other states to 
improve reading. Alabama, 
meanwhile, has done the 
same vis-à-vis math skills, 
beginning with screening 
students to spot those in dan-
ger of failing, as EdSource 
notes.

Weber Pierson’s bill 
would confront math in the 
same way. The state Board 
of Education would appoint 
a panel to develop a list of 
screening instruments, lead-
ing to statewide adoption 
of screening.

“Screening is the right 
first step because you can-
not effectively address a 
problem you have not iden-
tified,” Weber Pierson told 
EdSource.

I t ’s  a  process  that 
California should adopt for 
all of its persistent issues, 
rather than the scattergun 
approach officialdom tends 
to take.

Dan Walters is one of 
the most decorated and 
widely syndicated colum-
nists in California history, 
authoring a column four 
times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the 
state’s political, economic, 
social and demographic 
trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

It may only be a footnote in the history of 
the Sacramento Kings, but fans are thrilled 
to see a record setting 16-game losing streak 
fi nally come to an end.

Rookies Precious Achiuwa and newly 
discovered Daequon Plowden rose to the 
occasion and handed the Memphis Grizzlies 
an unlikely loss by the score of 123-114. 

A collective sigh of relief could be heard 
throughout Sacramento as the Kings showed 
their loyal fans that there is still talent and 
fortitude in Kings town. 

Coming off the bench was Daequon 
Plowden, a literal afterthought in the Kings 
rotation, who put up 19 big points and fi ve 
rebounds in just 26 minutes of action, and 
his contribution could not have come at a 
better time.

Precious Achiuwa had his best game as a 
pro putting up 22 points and 12 rebounds, 
and combined with Russell Westbrooks 25 
points and seven assists, the Kings were too 
much for the shorthanded Grizzles.

Desperately shorthanded with Sabonis, 
Murray and Lavine sidelined with injuries, 
Sacramento played with energy and enthusi-
asm, ending once and for all a losing streak 
that needed to come to an end.

As veterans are sidelined, coach Christie 
had little choice but to turn to his bench, 
and his most recent addition to the fl oor has 
shown remarkable results.

Daequon Plowden is not only raising eye-
brows, but he also actually helped carry the 
team in their second win of the week over 
the Dallas Mavericks. All Plowden did was 
hit all 10 of his shots from the fi eld, and 
three being from beyond the arc. Plowden 
has been riding the pines all season, and his 
19 points and four rebounds were a key to 
the victory.

Once again Precious Achiuwa made his 
presence felt, adding a new career high 29 
points and 12 rebounds. What was even more 
remarkable was converting of all three of his 
3-point shots, and his scoring prowess led the 
Kings to a 130-121 victory over Dallas.

Although taking a step back in Sunday 
night’s loss to the L.A. Lakers, the Kings 
will be a welcome sight at Golden One 
Arena Tuesday night as they face the 
Phoenix Suns.

With Domantas Sabonis, Zach Lavine 
and De’Andre Hunter all sidelined for the 
remainder of the season, Kings fans will get 
a good opportunity to see what the young-
sters on this team can contribute to real 
NBA action. 

The entire franchise has eyes on first-
round draft choice Nique Clifford as he 
continues to get significant playing time, 
and his results continue to be mixed. No 
question that he brings a solid defensive 
presence, but his night in and night out scor-
ing has been a mixed bag. Nique’s seven 
points per game and 40 percent shooting 
from the fi eld will need to improve if he has 
any hope of becoming the future starting 
point guard for the Kings.

As for last year’s second-round draft 
choice Maxime Raynaud, his 10 points and 
55 percent from the fi eld this season have 
people looking in his direction, and many 
are wondering how high the ceiling can be 
for this young 7-footer.

At 6’8” and 240 lbs. Precious Achiuwa 
continues to impress, and this 26-year-old 
big man needs to get every opportunity the 
Kings can give him.

Not to be ignored is the fi rst-round draft 
choice of two years ago, Devin Carter, who 
after what seems like a season on the bench 
is fi nally getting some playing time. Carter 
is one of the most impressive defensive 
players on the Kings squad and comes with 
a bevy of athleticism. Devin needs to be a 
more consistent scorer, and the Kings will 
have a nightly performer to recon with. 

So, pick out your favorite player who is 
not injured, and start rooting Kings fans. 
Now is your opportunity to see what the lit-
tle used bench players have to off er. If there 
is a diamond in the rough now is the time 
to fi nd it.

Hat’s off  to veterans to De’Mar DeRozan 
and Russell Westbrook that have played 
with quality and style, while putting up 
significant numbers. The young play-
ers on this team have a rare opportunity to 
receive some valuable schooling from future 
hall-of-famers!

Stay tuned Kings fans, because more wins 
are just around the corner!

All the best! 

The Losing Streak is Over!
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Friday, March 6 
through Sunday, 

March 8
2026 Delta Classic 

Gymnastics Invitational 
–  at the Lodi Grape 
Festival Pavilion. Hosted 
by Champion Gymnastics, 
Stockton. Tickets and more 
information including a 
daily schedule at champi-
ongymnastics-stockton.
com. 413 E. Lockeford St., 
Lodi.

Saturday, March 7 
and Sunday,  

March 8
San Joaquin County 

Reptile and Exotic Pet 
Show – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday at 
the San Joaquin County 
Fairgrounds, Stockton. 
Join us for a weekend filled 
with wonder as local and 
regional exhibitors bring 
a diverse array of reptiles 
and exotic pets for you 
to admire and experience 
closer than ever before. 
Don’t miss out on this 
thrilling adventure. It’s an 
opportunity to shop, learn, 
explore, and discover the 
beauty and diversity of the 
exotic pet world. Tickets 
available on Eventbrite.
com. 1658 S. Airport Way, 
Stockton.

Saturday, March 7
Galt Saturday Market 

Opens – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the 4th St. Promenade. 
Join us for a warm, fam-
ily-friendly event filled 
with local vendors, fresh 
finds, tasty treats and a 
welcoming atmosphere for 
all ages. Bring the kids, 
invite friends and make it a 
Saturday tradition. Markets 
are first Saturday each 
month, March through 
November. More informa-
tion at 209-366-7115.

U s e d  O i l  F i l t e r 
Exchange – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at O’Reilly Auto 

Parts. For every oil fil-
ter recycled, you can 
receive a new one for free 
(limit two). Not for use 
by commercial automo-
tive maintenance or repair 
facilities. For more infor-
mation, call 209-366-7260. 
10370 Twin Cities Road.

Roll, Win, and Give 
Back – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the LOEL Senior Center. 
Join us for a fun after-
noon of Bunco, lunch and 
prizes. All proceeds go 
to American Association 
of University Women 
(AAUW) scholarships, 
supporting education and 
equity for women and 
girls in our community. 
Tickets and more informa-
tion at aauwlodi.org. 105 S. 
Washington St., Lodi. 

Biodiversity Hike – 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at Delta 
Meadows. Join a State 
Parks interpreter to learn 
about native and invasive 
species, the importance 
of biodiversity, and how 
the history of the Delta 
Meadows property has 
influenced the plants and 
animals that live there 
today. Admission and par-
ticipation in the program 
are free. Meet in the Delta 
Meadows parking lot at 
noon. Walnut Grove.

E m p t y  B o w l 
Fundraiser – 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Littleton Center. 
Please join us for this 
exciting gathering, a fund-
raiser for the Galt Sunshine 
Food Pantry & Resource 
Center, Inc. Help us raise 
funds to meet our goals 
while you enjoy an evening 
with neighbors and friends. 
Soup, salad and bread 
included in ticket cost: $20 
adults and $5 children 12 
and under. There will also 
be a silent auction of gift 
baskets along with arti-
san bowls available for 
purchase. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling Faye 

Gaines at 209-200-2628 or 
via email at fayegaines@
att.net. 410 Civic Drive.

Friends of Walton 
Booster Club Crab Feed 
– 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Presentation Church Hall. 
This benefit is for the 
Walton Special Center in 
Stockton Unified School 
District, serving the needs 
of children with severe to 
profound disabilities, ages 
birth to 22. Enjoy out-
standing food prepared by 
Jason Kimball, followed 
by music and dancing after 
dinner. Tickets and more 
information at Walton.
stocktonusd.net.  6715 
Leesburg Place, Stockton.

Friday, March 13
Historical Walking 

Tour of Downtown Lodi 
– 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., start-
ing at the historic train 
depot. This walking tour 
provides a general his-
tory of Lodi and includes 
mention of many of our 
most interesting stories. 
Tour participants will be 
required to sign a waiver 
before the tour begins. 
These tours are free, 
though donations to the 
Lodi Historical Society are 
welcomed; ask your tour 
guide. 24 S. Sacramento 
St., Lodi.

Saturday, March 14
Swap Meet & Car 

Show – 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Galt Market grounds. 
Turn those old parts into 
cash. Swap meet spaces 
are only $20 pre-registered 
or $25 day of show. Free 
parking, $5 admission, kids 
12 and under are free. Call 
209-513-8651 for more 
information. 610 Chabolla 
Ave.

March Kids Corner 
Activity – 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lodi Community Art 
Center. Get creative with 
this free monthly art class 

designed to inspire young 
artists and families. This 
month, participants will 
learn the basics of paper 
quilling and craft their own 
unique creation. Make a 
card, bookmark or small 
canvas to take home. 110 
W. Pine St., Lodi.

2nd Annual  Crab 
Feed to Benefit Lodi 
Animal Shelter – doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Grape Festival Grounds, 
Chardonnay Hall. Enjoy 
a no-host bar, raffle and 
silent auction hosted by 
Lodi Animal Services 
Foundation. Funds raised 
d i rec t ly  suppor t  the 
well-being of animals 
in need. Tickets avail-
able at thelasf.org. 413 E. 
Lockeford St., Lodi.

Ongoing Events
Blood, Sweat and Gears 

Car Club – 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Foothill Pizza in 
Lockeford. Fourth Friday 
each month, cruise-in 
pizza and pistons. All 
years, makes and mod-
els welcome. Next event, 
Friday, March 27. 18970 
N. Highway 88, Lockeford.

Galt Café & Cars – 
every second Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to noon at Café 
Latte. Open to cars, trucks, 
bicycles, motorcycles and 
anything else with wheels. 
Next event is Saturday, 
March 14. 1000 C St.

Twin Cities Cruisers 
Cars and Coffee – last 
Sunday of every month, 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at “Life’s 
Grind” coffee house 
located in the Raley’s 
shopping center. All makes 
and models are welcome. 
This is a family-oriented 
event: no burnouts, no loud 
music, no drinking alcohol. 
10420 Twin Cities Road.

Senior Bingo – most 
Mondays except holidays, 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Chabolla 
Community Center. Free 

play for Seniors. Come for 
the fun and socialization. 
Next date Monday, March 
9. 600 Chabolla Ave.

Widowed  Persons 
Social Club – March 6, 10 
a.m.: Hand and Foot card 
game at Elk Grove United 
Methodist Church, 8986 
Elk Grove Blvd. A small 
donation to the church is 
expected. Contact Gerri at 
916-698-1940.

M a r c h  11 ,  N o o n : 
No-host lunch followed 
by beginners’ Pinochle at 
Original Mike’s, 9139 East 
Stockton Blvd. Contact 
Evelyn at 916-685-9669.

March 13, 10 a.m.: 
Pinochle at Elk Grove 
United Methodist Church, 
8986 Elk Grove Blvd. 
A small donation to the 
church is expected. Contact 
Jim at 916-768-1923.

March 14, 10:30 a.m.: 
Coffee gathering at Peet’s 
Coffee, 7127 Elk Grove 
Blvd. Contact Evelyn at 
916-685-9669.

A widowed person may 
attend up to three events 
while deciding if they wish 
to join WPSC. Contact 
Bonnie at 916-422-1522 
if you are interested in 
membership.

Wilton Bingo – First 
Saturday each month. 
The next bingo will be on 
Saturday, March 7 in the 
Wilton Community Center. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. with 
food available for sale and 
bingo starts at 6 p.m. All 
proceeds go to two non-
profits: the local Park 
Council and the Wilton 
History Group. 9717 
Colony Road at Dillard 
Road, Wilton.

Library Events
Sacramento County 

Libraries have the follow-
ing upcoming events at (G) 
Galt Marian O. Lawrence 
Library, 1000 Caroline 
Ave. and (WG) Walnut 

Grove, 14177 Market St. 
Friday, March 6: Family 

story time, 10 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. (G) English conversa-
tion group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
(G)

Tuesday March 10: 
Family story time, 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. (WG) 

Wednesday,  March 
11: English conversation 
group, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (G)

Fr iday,  March 13: 
Family story time, 10 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. (G) English 
conversation group, 3 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. (G) 

Veterans Meetings
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n 

Post 55, Veterans and 
Auxiliary Units – fourth 
Wednesdays; dinner 6 
p.m., meeting 7 p.m. 
Veterans  Hal l ,  8230 
Civic Center Drive, Elk 
Grove. Breakfast: second 
Saturday, 8-10 a.m., 8830 
Sharkey Ave., Elk Grove.

American Legion Post 
233 and Auxiliary Unit 
233 – fourth Thursdays; 
dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 
p.m., Elks Lodge, 9240 
Survey Road, Elk Grove. 

P o s t  2 3 3  F a m i l y 
B r e a k f a s t  –  f i r s t 
Saturdays, 9 a.m., Mimi’s 
Café. For more infor-
mation, call Henry at 
916-205-9296 C or Sue at 
916-683-6128 H.

Sons of the American 
Legion, Squadron 233 – 
first Mondays, 5:45 p.m., 
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic 
Center Drive, Elk Grove.

Marine Corps League 
Detachment #1238 – first 
Thursday each month. 
Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 
p.m., District56 Veterans 
Hall, 8230 Civic Center 
Drive, Elk Grove.

VFW Post 2073 – sec-
ond Thursday. Dinner 
6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., 
District56 Veterans Hall, 
8230 Civic Center Drive, 
Elk Grove.� H

ABOUT TOWN

Fool’s Gold?
California has waged a quiet, persistent campaign against

the indispensable ingredients of a successful modern economy
By Garvin Walsh, California Globe 

California has long been known as the 
Golden State. In 1968 the Legislature 
made the nickname official, cap-
turing a a fi tting label for a place 
associated with promise and pros-
perity. Yet over the past two 
decades, political choices have 
fostered habits that are steadily 
tarnishing that brand.

California entered the United 
States in 1848 after the Mexican-
American War. The Gold Rush 
brought explosive population growth, 
and by 1850 California was admit-
ted as the 31st state. What followed 
was a remarkable modern era marked 
by sustained population increases 
and world-leading economic expan-
sion. Natural resources, agriculture, 
industry, tourism and technological inno-
vation powered the rise. For generations, 
Californians shared a broad optimism 
grounded in individual enterprise and 
upward mobility.

Those days are gone. For years the state 
has waged a quiet but persistent campaign 
against the three indispensable ingredients 
of any successful modern economy: capi-
tal, energy, and individual initiative.

The pattern is clear. Capital is treated 
with hostility rather than respect. Investors 
and employers operate within an intensify-
ing regulatory thicket – layered mandates, 
expanding compliance regimes, and puni-
tive taxation. Starting or expanding a 
business in California requires navigat-
ing a complex maze that deters many 
would-be builders. When companies relo-
cate, shelve projects, or choose not to 
launch here at all, our California dreams 
are stifled. Capital is mobile. It flows 
toward stability and predictability and 
away from hostility.

Energy policy refl ects the same mind-
set. Affordable, reliable power is the 
lifeblood of a sophisticated economy. 
California is rich in energy resources, yet 
policy has inhibited their development in 
favor of ideological signaling. The result 
is paradoxical: a resource-rich state that 

imports much of its energy, burdening res-
idents with the highest costs in the nation. 
Infrastructure projects stall under litigation

and 
review. 
Mandates 
drive 
costly 
invest-
ments  wi th 
marginal 
returns. Industry, 
agriculture, trans-
p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d 
households absorb the 
burden. The implicit 
assumption seems to 
be that markets and 
physics will yield to aspi-
ration. They do not.

Individual initiative 
suff ers as well. The small 
contractor delayed by permits. The restau-
rateur juggling wage mandates, benefit 
requirements, and inspection rules. The 

entrepreneur deciding where to incorpo-
rate and hire. The cumulative message 
is unmistakable: ambition is narrowly 
constrained by distant regulators. Over 
time, that message dulls the instinct to 
build. Families and businesses vote with
their feet.

This trajectory is especially short-sighted 
because California’s expansive public sec-
tor depends entirely on private enterprise. 
Government does not generate wealth; it 
redistributes what the private sector pro-
duces. Tax revenue arisesfrom payrolls, 
profi ts, property values, and capital gains. 

Schools, infrastructure, social services, 
and environmental programs rest on tax-
able economic activity. Even nonprofi ts 
and advocacy organizations rely on pri-
vate wealth. Philanthropy presupposes 
profit. Grants presuppose tax receipts. 
Redistribution presupposes production.

Eroding the base while enlarging 
the superstructure defi es economic 

arithmetic.
For much of the past twenty 
years, one party has held 

overwhelming control 
in Sacramento. The 

Democratic super-
m a j o r i t y  h a s 

shaped the cur-
rent policy 

framework
and 

therefore owns its 
outcomes: rising living costs, chronic 

housing shortages, business outmi-
gration, and budget volatility tied to a 
narrow band of high earners.

This is not a claim that Republicans 
would govern without fault. Concentrated 
power tempts any party. A Republican 
supermajority would display its own 
excesses. The structural problem is dom-
inance itself. When competition fades, 
correction slows. Insulation breeds 
certainty and corruption, and invites 
overreach.

California’s identity was forged not 
by bureaucratic choreography but by the 
confi dence that individuals, given room 
to act, would generate prosperity suffi  -
cient to support both private ambition and 
public goods. That confi dence has been 
replaced by suspicion of the very mecha-
nisms that built the state. The opportunity 
culture of the Golden State has morphed 
into a system of constraint.

Extending the metaphor, the old fable 
of the golden goose endures because 
it captures a timeless truth. A produc-
tive economy yields steady returns 
when allowed to function. Overburden 
it, squeeze it, or treat it as an adversary, 
and output declines. Destroy it, and the 
stream of benefi ts ends.

California earned its golden reputation 
because millions mined, farmed, engi-
neered, manufactured, fi nanced, coded, 
and invented. They converted natural 
advantage into sustained growth. If lead-
ership continues to treat capital, energy, 
and initiative as liabilities rather than 
assets, the shine will continue to fade.

Rotation in power would not solve 
every problem. It would, how-

ever, restore accountability. And 
accountability – more than 

rhetoric – is what keeps a 
golden state from becoming
fool’s gold. 

California has long been 
known as the Golden State. 

For generations, Californians 
shared a broad optimism 
grounded in individual enterprise 

and upward mobility. Photo courtesy of Grok/
California Globe
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01070

Yasir Alshammaa, 5301 
Leader Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95841 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Sac  simsim” 5301 
Leader Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95841. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County February 
4, 2026
Publish: Feb 20, 27, March 6, 13, 2026
SAC 3-13-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01140

Robb Roberts, 14100 S Lincoln 
Way, Galt, CA 95632 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “DCR 
Rentals” 215 4th Street, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 6, 
2026
Publish: March 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
DCR 3-27-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01496

Magda Guerrero, 913 Lake 
Canyon Avenue, Galt, CA 
95632 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Rosegate Real Estate” 913 
Lake Canyon Avenue, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
23, 2026
Publish: March 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
ROSEGATE 3-27-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01447

M Nunez Distributing LLC, 
841 Bay Heights Court, Galt, 
CA 95632 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “M & N Transport” 841 
Bay Heights Court, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
20, 2026
Publish: March 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
TRANSPORT 3-27-26

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  

ALBERT J. LOPES 
CASE NO. 26PR000371

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of 
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Albert J. Lopes.
 A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by Joseph A. Lopes, in the 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Joseph A. Lopes be appoint-
ed as personal representative(s) 
to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
 The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for ex-
amination in the file kept by the 
court.
 The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under 

the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the executor to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or have consented to the 
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority.
 A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows 
April 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. in Dept 
129; Superior Court of California, 
County of Sacramento, William 
R. Ridgeway Family Relations 
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn 
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826
 IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or 
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal rep-

resentative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk. 
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney 
for Petitioner is: John R. 
Quiring, 9296 Madison Avenue, 
Orangevale, CA 95662; 916-
794-6279
Publish: Feb 27, March 6, 13, 2026
LOPES 3-13-26

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No.: 2025-19507-CA APN: 
150-0640-001-0000 Property 
Address: 1151 PADDINGTON 
CIR, GALT, CA 95632NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALEYOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
5/10/2024.  UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.  IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER.A public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, ca-
shier’s check drawn on a state or 
national bank, check drawn by a 
state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, or 
savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 
of the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state 
will be held by the duly appoint-
ed trustee as shown below, of all 
right, title, and interest conveyed 
to and now held by the trust-
ee in the hereinafter described 
property under and pursuant to 
a Deed of Trust described be-
low.  The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by 
the Deed of Trust, with interest 
and late charges thereon, as 
provided in the note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of the Deed 
of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the 
Trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication 
of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below.  
The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale.Trustor: BOBBY 
EUGENE VOCQUE II AND 
PHYLLIS VOCQUE, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE AS JOINT 
TENANTSDuly Appointed 
Trustee: Nestor Solutions, 
LLC Deed of Trust Recorded 
5/13/2024 as Instrument No. 
202405130718 in Book -- Page 
-- of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of Sacramento 
County, CaliforniaDate of Sale: 

4/14/2026 at 1:00 PM Place of 
Sale: At the main entrance to 
the County Courthouse, 720 
9th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $756,286.46 
Street Address or other com-
mon designation of real prop-
erty: 1151 PADDINGTON CIR 
GALT, CA 95632A.P.N.: 150-
0640-001-0000The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the street 
address or other common desig-
nation, if any, shown above.  If no 
street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions 
to the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a 
written request to the beneficia-
ry within 10 days of the date of 
first publication of this Notice of 
Sale.NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are consider-
ing bidding on this property lien, 
you should understand that there 
are risks involved in bidding at a 
trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that 
the lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, you 
are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder’s of-
fice or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you 
a fee for this information. If you 
consult either of these resourc-
es, you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property. Please be advised 
that the Trustee may require enti-
ty or trust bidders at this trustee’s 
sale to provide information, doc-
umentation and/or certification of 
the vesting instructions and the 
data required to be reported pur-
suant to FinCEN regulations ef-
fective for transfers of residential 
real property to covered transfer-
ees on or after March 1, 2026. 
The required information must 
be provided to the trustee before 
a trustee’s deed upon sale will 
be issued for covered transfers. 
These federal regulations will 
require reporting if a trustee’s 
deed is issued on or after March 
1, 2026, even if the foreclosure 
sale is conducted prior to March 
1, 2026. Additional information 
regarding these regulations and 
the required transferee infor-
mation and certifications can be 
found at https://www.federalreg-
ister.gov/documents/2024/08/29 
/2024-19198/anti-money-laun-
dering-regulations-for-resi-
dential-real-estate-transfers 
and https://www.fincen.gov/
rre-faqs#D_5. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale 
date shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or more 
times by the mortgagee, benefi-
ciary, trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires that 
information about trustee sale 
postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as 
a courtesy to those not present 

at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for 
the sale of this property, you may 
call  or (888) 902-3989 or visit 
these internet websites  or www.
nestortrustee.com, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
2025-19507-CA. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that oc-
cur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site. 
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the 
scheduled sale.NOTICE TO 
TENANTS: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. If you are an “eligi-
ble tenant buyer,” you can pur-
chase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed 
at the trustee auction. If you are 
an “eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 48 
hours after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call  or (888) 902-
3989 or visit these internet web-
sites  or www.nestortrustee.com, 
using the file number assigned 
to this case 2025-19507-CA to 
find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and the 
address of the trustee. Second, 
you must send a written notice 
of intent to place a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must submit a 
bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you 
may qualify as an “eligible tenant 
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you 
should consider contacting an at-
torney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for ad-
vice regarding this potential right 
to purchase. Date: 2/26/2026 
Nestor Solutions, LLC214 5th 
Street, Suite 205Huntington 
Beach, California 92648Sale 
Line: (888) 902-3989 Amanda 
Guillen, Trustee Sale 
OfficerThis communication is 
from a debt collector. It is an 
attempt to collect a debt, and 
any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. If you are 
a California resident, you may 
have additional rights under the 
Rosenthal Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act. You may request, 
in writing, detailed information 
about your debt, including the 
balance, interest, fees, assign-
ment history, and date of de-
linquency, at no cost to you. If 
you are currently in bankruptcy 
or have received a discharge in 
bankruptcy, this communication 
is not an attempt to collect a debt. 
It is for informational purposes 
only. EPP 47053 
Pub Dates 03/06, 03/13, 03/20/2026 
THE GALT HERALD 3-20-26

L E G A L  A D V E R T I S I N GLegal Advertising
916-483-0946

2508 Garfield Ave. • Ste. A
Carmichael, CA 95608

The Galt Herald Adjudicated For and By the County of Sacramento, Case No. 93246 - October 14, 1910

Call to place your  
legal advertising

916-7 73-1111

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF INITIAL STUDY
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT FINAL NEGATIVE DECLARATION

LEAD AGENCY: City of Galt
 Public Works Department
 495 Industrial Drive
 Galt, CA 95632

PROJECT TITLE: Carillion Water Treatment Plant Deep Well Project

CONTACT PERSON: Alejandra Ricci, Senior Civil Engineer, (209) 366-7260,
 aricci@cityofgalt.org

PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is an existing Water Treatment Plant (WPT) located in the 
City of Galt, Sacramento County, California. The project site is on the south side of Di Maggio Way 
and the east side of Carillion Boulevard, approximately 0.8 miles northeast of State Route (SR) 99.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Galt Public Works Department plans to replace Well 16 
within the Carillion Water Treatment Plant (WTP). Carillion WTP operated two wells, River Oaks 
Well (Well 18) and Well 16, both of which underwent a chlorine and chemical treatment process for 
arsenic, iron, and manganese removal in raw water. However, the existing Well 16 has now been 
decommissioned due to high levels of arsenic waste. The upgrades to the water treatment plant 
include construction of a production well, booster pump station, storage tank, and a permanent 
test well that may be used to replace another well that is past its service life.

The Project area is a flat 1.4-acre parcel with a water treatment system located at the western 
end and an open grassy area extending across the eastern portion of the parcel. Landscape trees 
are present, some of which would be removed for the construction of a new driveway connecting 
to the street. Trenching through landscaped areas would be completed for new drainage and 
piping to Di Maggio Boulevard. Modifying and/or moving existing irrigation is also planned. 
Surface grading would be done to improve drainage to existing storm drain inlets. At the grassy 
unimproved eastern portion of the site, the following installations are planned: a new 1.5 million 
gallons (MG) tank, gravel footprint at the location of a second future 1.5 MG tank, a concrete 
vault, underground piping and conduits, a booster pump station extending to below ground, and 
pavement at all unpaved areas up to the existing treatment system slab.

FINDINGS/DETERMINATION: An Initial Study has been prepared, and it provides an explanation 
of why the City has determined that there will be no significant adverse effects on the quality of the 
environment; therefore, a Negative Declaration is proposed.

PUBLIC MEETING: At this time, the City does not have plans to host a public meeting for this 
project.  If you believe a public meeting is warranted, you may request that one be held in your 
written comments or attend the City Council hearing for when the CEQA document is proposed 
for adoption.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: A 20-day public review period for the Draft Initial Study/Negative 
Declaration will commence on March 6, 2026, and end at 5:00 pm on May 25, 2026, for interested 
and concerned individuals and public agencies to submit written comments on the document. Any 
written comments on the Negative Declaration must be received within the public review period. 
Copies of the Negative Declaration are available for review at the City address provided above 
and an electronic version of the document is available online at:
https://www.cityofgalt.org/government/public-works-department/bid-cip-construction-projects

The Galt Herald 3-6-2026

During the time period 
of Feb. 24 to March 1, 
Galt Police received and 
responded to a variety 
of calls, resulting in two 
arrests.

Feb. 25 
2:44 p.m., Identity Theft 

reported, Vauxhall Avenue: 
Unauthorized charge to 
PayPal account.

4 : 2 6  p . m . ,  T h e f t 
reported, 7th Street: Stolen 

plate.
4:28 p.m., Battery/Adult 

Arrest, Park Terrace Drive.

Feb. 26
7:15 p.m., Battery/Adult 

Arrest, Days Inn on North 
Lincoln Way.

Feb. 28
8 : 3 5  p . m . ,  F r a u d 

reported, Best Western Inn 
on North Lincoln Way: 
Female subject promised to 

pay off debts in exchange 
for purchasing multiple 
Apple cards.

March 1
4:58 a.m., Attempt Theft/

Tamper reported, Vintage 
Oak Avenue: Silver Honda 
Civic pulled up directly 
next to reporting party’s 
Suburban.

9:18 a.m., Vandalism 
reported, The Galt Place, D 
Street.� H
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SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Falo Portuguès & Hablo Español 

DRE# 01780920

Alexandra Toledo            209.570.7016

DRE# 02153976

519 D Street | Galt, CA 95632 | toledorental7@gmail.com
www.sandraproperties.net
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Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533Visit: mpg8.com

Yard Sale? Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local  
community newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 G

ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Construction Work

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Sheetrock, Painting, Concrete, 

Redwood Decks, Roofing, 
Kitchen/Bath Remodel 

Free Estimates        Lic. #558941

Jim GarryJim Garry  General Building Contractor General Building Contractor 
garryconstruction@sbcglobal.net 
916-486-1871  916-835-1734 cell 

GARRY CONSTRUCTION

Visit: mpg8.com

Volunteers Sought 
 for Senior Resource Center

The Commission on Aging is look-
ing for volunteers to operate a computer 
and are willing to answer questions from 
seniors in person, over the phone, on 
social media and by email at the Galt 
Senior Resource Center.

Volunteer slots are available in two-
hour increments for up to four hours 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays, excluding holidays. 

Volunteers will be trained and can con-
tact commission members with questions. 

The resource center is at the Chabolla 
Community Center, 600 Chabolla Ave. If 
interested, call 209-294-3308 and leave a 
message or inquire in person. 

TOPS Weekly Meetings
TOPS, Taking Off Pounds Sensibly, 

holds meetings every Wednesday at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 10 N. Mills Ave., 
Lodi.  Meeting time: 10-10:45 a.m. 

Weigh-ins: 9-9:50am. No charge for 
first meeting. 

Sunshine Food Pantry Donations
Sunshine Food Pantry is a food closet 

that helps provide for residents. 
Collections of canned food and dry 

good nonperishable items are received 
at United Methodist Church, 571 C St. 
in Galt; call to make an appointment for 

donations at 209-745-4133. 
 The food closet is open from 7:30 

a.m. to 10 a.m. the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month.�

AA 24-Hour Hotline
For help with an alcohol-related prob-

lem, call the Alcoholics Anonymous 
24-hour hotline at 209-745-1525.�

Nar-Anon Family  
Group Meetings

Narcotics Anonymous (Nar-Anon) fam-
ily group meetings for friends and family 
members who are dealing with drug addic-
tion are held locally from 9:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. Saturdays at the Galt United 
Methodist Church, 571 C St. in Galt. 

Senior Bingo Weekly  
at Chabolla

The Galt Commission on Aging is 
hosting free Senior Bingo games at the 
Chabolla Community Center at 600 
Chabolla Ave. from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays (except holidays and when 
required by the city). 

Seniors of Galt and its immediate vicin-
ity are invited to have fun and play bingo 
together and socialize.

Nominate Your Neighbor
The Galt Beautification Committee 

wants you to “nominate your neighbor.” 
Has your neighbor recently completed a 

yard project? Does your neighbor have 
the best flowers in town or the best-look-
ing yard? 

The Galt Beautification Committee 
wants to know. 

Send an email with pictures and why 
you are nominating your neighbor to plan-
ningdivision@cityofgalt.org. 

The best submissions will be included 
in future newsletters and City Manager 
Updates.

Library Offers  
Older Adults Computer Time
In  cooperat ion with  the Gal t 

Commission on Aging, the Galt-Marian 
O. Lawrence Library will schedule a set 
time for older adults to use its computers, 
upon request. 

Those 65 and older who want computer 
time can call the library at 916-264-2920. 
Staff will help set up the computer or tab-
let. The library is open from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 1000 
Caroline Ave. 

Square Dance Classes Mondays
The Diamond Dancers Square Dance 

Club hosts social square-dancing classes 
in Galt. 

The classes are open to everyone and 
are held from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
at the Valley Oaks Grange Hall. 

The Valley Oaks Grange Hall is at 347 
Fifth St. For more information, call Sue 

Regadanz at 916-835-8916.

Meals on Wheels Cafe  
Accepting Older Adults

Meals on Wheels is accepting new par-
ticipants in its Galt All Seasons Café 
located in the Chabolla Community 
Center, 600 Chabolla Ave. 

The cafe is open at 11:30 a.m. Mondays 
through Fridays for adults age 60 and 
older. Those interested can apply at the 
Chabolla Center when meals are being 
served or they can call 916-444-9533.

Recycle Household Batteries
City of Galt residents can recycle their 

household batteries in one of two green 
household-battery recycling bins: on the 
west side at the front entrance to the Galt 
Police Department or on the east side at 
Galt Community Park, just west of the fire 
station. 

The green bin is only for dry-cell house-
hold batteries.For additional information, 
contact the Public Works Department at 
209-366-7260.

‘True Believers Finding Peace 
and Love’ Meeting

The discussion is offered at 3 p.m. every 
first Saturday of the month at Calvary Life 
Tabernacle, 446 Third St. For more infor-
mation, contact Sue Ellen Williams at 
818-290-4093. � H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Living Trust Attorney
Robert “Jeff” Busch

Living Trusts – Wills – Powers of Attorney
Trust Administration – Probate

2228 Longport Court #110 • Elk Grove, CA 95758

(916) 859-0370 • www.RobertBuschLaw.com

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today
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Happy National Oreo Cookie Day! Oh, 
Oh, Oh, O-R-E-O! 

According to the daysoftheyear.com 
website, for more than 100 years, Oreo 
cookies have been a companion to kids 
and adults of all ages, bringing the deli-
cious taste of nostalgia and childhood to 
people all over the world. With its perfect 
ratio of crunchy and creamy filling, it’s no 
wonder it’s America’s favorite cookie.

Making its first appearance in 1912, on 
this very day, the Oreo Cookie actually 
started out being called the Oreo Biscuit. 

Created and manufactured by Nabisco 
(National Biscuit Company), the cookie 
was made from two crisp chocolate 
rounds filled with white cream. Starting 
out in Chelsea, New York City, the com-
plex was located on Ninth Avenue, a 
street that eventually got a name change 
to become “Oreo Way.”

 Since that time, the Oreo has been the 
best-selling cookie in the United States 
for many years. 

People love to eat the Oreo in a vari-
ety of ways, whether dunking it into a 
cool glass of milk, twisting it and licking 
the cream out of the center or just taking 
a crunchy bite.

Did you know? – Most Oreos are pack-
age in three rows of 13 cookies; half of 
the people who eat Oreo cookies pull 
them apart before they eat them; there are 
more than eighty-five flavors of Oreos 
like Chocolate Peanut Butter Pie, Red 
Velvet, Churro and Lemon, for example; 
Oreo cookies are produced in 18 countries 
and are found in more than 100 countries 
all over the world; and more than 40 bil-
lion Oreo cookies are made each year. If 
they were stacked together, they would be 
able to circle the earth five times! Pretty 
cool for a couple of chocolate wafers 
and a bit of white cream. My favorite – 
the original Oreo and yes, I do twist it 
apart, eat the white cream and then eat the 
crunchy chocolate wafers.

***
Know what else we celebrate on March 

6? Frozen food. From crispy fries to 
creamy treats, frozen food offers a conve-
nient culinary adventure, ready to satisfy 
cravings at a moment’s notice. 

Originally, the slow process of freezing 
food on ice in a closed container would 
cause the large ice crystals to form on the 
food and ultimately degrade the quality, 
flavor and texture of the food. It wasn’t a 
“protective coating” like my grandmother 
would tell me when I said the food tasted 
funny. 

Clarence Frank Birdseye II, a biolo-
gist for the United States government, set 
up Birdseye Seafoods and developed the 
quick-freezing process that included spe-
cialized prepackaging. After earning the 
first frozen foods freezing patent in the 
United States in 1927, Clarence Birdseye 
created the Birdseye company. 

He and his company are now consid-
ered one of the founders of the frozen 
food industry. Another was the Swanson 
company, which became the first frozen 
food TV dinner in 1950. Once micro-
waves became accessible to the general 
public throughout the 1970s and ’80s, 
President Ronald Reagan memorialized 
frozen foods by proclaiming National 

Frozen Food Day as a United States holi-
day in 1984. Now we have air fryers that 
give a whole new meaning to crisp and 
greaseless. 

I think I will air fry some frozen shrimp 
and fries, add a salad for dinner tonight 
and have couple of scoops of Oreo ice 
cream for dessert. 

***
This weekend Daylight Saving Time 

starts. As in “Spring Forward, Fall Back.” 
Ugh! One less hour of sleep this Sunday. 

Why can’t the time be left alone? Our 
animals don’t have a care, no schedules 
(trains, airports, buses, clocks, etc.) need 
to be updated. California voted to get rid 
of Daylight-Saving Time. 

I am beginning to sound like a broken 
record!

Daylight-Saving Time tops my list of 
“What fries my Pie’.” It is up there with 
unmade beds, left open cupboard doors 
and gates, laundry left in the dryer so long 
it wrinkles, and unhung clothes and yes 
there is more. But there’s another time 
and a place to talk about them.

Until next week – be strong, be coura-
geous, make a memory. � H
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The Galt Herald The Galt Herald 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Herald

Baptist
Where truth 

changes lives.

Where God’s Word is taught.
Where God meets you - where 

you’re at.

9:45 a.m. - Bible School
For All Ages

11 a.m. - Family Worship Hr.

Pastor Scott McCann
Hwy. 104 & Conley Rd. One 

mile east of Arcohe School

(209) 748-2242

To advertise contact us at  
209-745-1551or lezet.vidauri@mpg8.com

Worship with us!
Grace & Discipleship ~ Revelation 12:17 

Galt Adventist Church

       
 

7791-547/902 
     Pastor, Jim Witcome

619 Myrtle Ave 
Galt, CA 95632

 gnitacudE for Eternity
               Galt Adventist School 

         Lisa Willis, Principal ~ galtadventistschool@gmail.com 

Church
Directory

                 916-613-6113 
       Pastor, Abel Alvarado 

     619 Myrtle Ave. Galt, CA 95632 
        
      English and Spanish Services

Serving Galt and Sacramento County since 1901

The Galt Herald is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of The Galt Herald to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed 
on these pages are those of the authors and 
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.
The Galt Herald is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of 
The Galt Herald are copyrighted. Ownership of all 
advertising created and/or composed by the Galt 
Herald is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained 
from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to The Galt Herald, 
217 Fourth Street, Galt, CA 95632. Subscription rate 
is $52 per year within Galt, $72 within Sacramento 
County.
The Galt Herald is published weekly. 
Call our main office (916) 773-1111 for more 
information. Visit www.MPG8.com. 

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

WATER WELLS

BOB LIEBIG
PUMP SERVICE

10062 NEW HOPE ROAD, GALT
Contractor’s License No. 425554

PHONE (209) 745-2787

AUTO GLASS

LODI              (209) 333-2601
STOCKTON   (209) 466-4901

GALT
(209) 745-4941

McSparren Auto Glass
• Windshield Chip Repair
• Direct Insurance Billing
• Tractors, RV’s & Semi’s

Family owned and 
operated since 1986

“Your one stop shop for auto glass”

TREE SERVICE

www.jordanstreeservice.net • jordanstreeservice@yahoo.com

Claudia Jordan
(209) 210-8221

Nacho Gutierrez 
(209) 2108022

Local,  
Woman-Owned 

Company

• Full-Service 
Tree Removal

• Artistic 
Shaping and 

Trimming

• Stump 
Grinding
• 24-Hour 

Emergency 
ServiceCSL #1076959

STUMP GRINDING

FURNITURE

Complete 
Home  
FurnisHing

835 “C” Street #100, Galt  •  (209) 745-1827  •  Fax (209) 745-9596

Financing Available Now On Approved Credit 
No Interest for 12-18 Months

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, Sunday 12:00 Noon-5pm

GARAGE DOORS

residential • commercial • service • repair

installation •automatic gate systems

kenny robbins        630 fairway ste. #110        galt, cA                   
Monday-friday 8am-5pm

   cA state lic. 632916

robbins’ 
quality garage doors

(209) 744-1159                                              fax (209) 744-1160

CALL A PROFESSIONAL 

TIRES

9810  Waterman Rd., Elk Grove • 686-6651 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Hours: 
Mon-Sat 
8am-5pm

RV 

Service

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

AUTO BODY

CALL Jessie –  
FREE ESTIMATES 209-210-0625

BEST PRICE 
Stump  

Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Twist, Lick and Dunk
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Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • SINGERS & SONGWRITERS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Comprehend
6. It has no staying 
power?
9. Auditioner’s hope
13. Prevention measure?
14. Ill temper
15. Poetic although
16. Brooke or John 
Jacob, of New York
17. Downhill equipment
18. Beau
19. *”What Was I Made 
For?” singer
21. *”Fast Car” singer
23. Part of URL
24. Peephole glance
25. Morning drops
28. 1920s art style
30. Reduce, as in 
standing
35. Big Bang’s original 
matter
37. Lad’s counterpart
39. Connection
40. Milton Bradley’s 
game
41. Tea from certain 
region of India
43. Some bent pipes
44. Rose oil
46. Zeus’ wife
47. Remove from a 
manuscript
48. What bird did, 
homewise
50. Hyperbolic sine
52. “____ and the City”
53. Prejudice
55. “Wow!”
57. *”Song Sung Blue” 
singer
61. *”I Just Called to 
Say I Love You” singer
64. Barrel racing meet
65. ____ Maria
67. Shockingly graphic
69. Not upright
70. Bathtub libation
71. Food contaminant
72. W on a light bulb
73. Consume
74. Ayes

DOWN
1. Former Portuguese 
colony in India
2. Deceptive maneuver
3. Naysayer’s favorite 
prefix
4. Upbraid
5. 1/3rd of a hockey game
6. Phish homophone
7. One of Indiana’s quests
8. Prepare for winter 
takeoff
9. Alka-Seltzer sound
10. Nucleus plus electrons
11. Actress Perlman
12. Tattered’s partner
15. Rouse
20. Inscribed pillar
22. He had
24. Own
25. *”Hurricane” singer
26. Like March Madness’ 
eight
27. Hair extensions
29. *”Folsom Prison Blues” 
singer
31. *”Walk on the Wild 
Side” singer
32. Wheel shafts
33. Tutu fabric
34. English county
36. Source of protein
38. Delhi wrap
42. Popular lassi fruit

45. Restart computer
49. Clamor
51. *”The Boys of Summer” 
singer
54. “Bad news travels 
fast”, e.g.
56. Draw a conclusion
57. Pull out a pistol
58. Letter before kappa
59. Type of mine passage
60. Cheesy sandwich
61. Hit the road
62. Cupid’s counterpart
63. Rub the wrong way
66. Road, in Rome
68. Bad-mouth, slangily

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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Story and photos  
by Paige Lampson 
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - The 
Liberty Ranch Hawks girls’ 
basketball team’s dream 
of returning to Golden 1 
Arena for a repeat section 
championship came to a 
heartbreaking end Monday 
night when they fell to 
third-seeded West Campus 
63-53 in a semifinal thriller 
that wasn’t decided until 
the final minutes. Despite 
a valiant comeback effort 
that had the Hawks within 
one point late in the fourth 
quarter, West Campus 
pulled away to advance to 
the section championship.

The Hawks entered 
the game riding a wave 
of momentum, having 
dominated their first two 
playoff games. Liberty 
Ranch  c ru i s ed  pas t 
Sacramento 76-49 in the 
first round before disman-
tling Amador 64-18 in the 
quarterfinals. A section 
championship rematch at 
Golden 1 Arena seemed 
well within reach.

The game started as a 
true battle between two 
evenly matched teams. 
The first quarter ended in 
a 19-19 deadlock, setting 
the stage for a dramatic 
evening. With one minute 
remaining in the first half, 
the score was still tied, but 
West Campus found its 
rhythm in the closing sec-
onds and took a 33-25 lead 
into halftime.

The Hawks refused to 
fold. Liberty Ranch clawed 
its way back in the third 
quarter, outscoring West 
Campus to pull within 
three points at 42-45 head-
ing into the fourth. The 
comeback was complete 
enough that with 5:10 
remaining, the Hawks had 
pulled to within one point 
at 48-49, sending the home 
crowd into a frenzy and 
putting the Golden 1 dream 
back within reach.

But West Campus, led 
by the outstanding Naomi 
Johnson, had other plans. 
The senior poured in a 
game-high 27 points on 
10-of-18 shooting, adding 
seven rebounds and four 
steals in a performance 
that ultimately proved to 
be the difference. Junior L. 
Justice added 18 points and 
a remarkable 19 rebounds, 
giving West Campus a 
dominant inside pres-
ence that Liberty Ranch 
couldn’t contain down the 
stretch. With 1:55 remain-
ing, West Campus had 
pushed the lead back to six 
at 52-58, and the Hawks 
couldn’t recover.

Senior Haley Smith 
led Liberty Ranch with 
19 points, hitting three 
three-pointers and con-
verting six of nine free 
throws in a gutsy perfor-
mance. Smith’s 67% free 
throw shooting and eight 
rebounds reflected her 
determination to keep her 
team in the fight until the 
final buzzer.

Senior Madisyn Robbins 
contributed 14 points on an 
efficient 7-of-12 shooting 
performance, while fresh-
man Lacey Smith added 12 
points and eight rebounds. 
The Smith sisters com-
bined for 31 points, doing 
everything they could to 
carry the Hawks to vic-
tory. The sight of senior 
Haley and freshman Lacey 
competing together on this 
stage was one of the eve-
ning’s most compelling 
storylines, with both leav-
ing everything on the floor.

Junior Kamrynn Blevins 
finished with two points 
but contributed seven 
assists, consistently finding 
open teammates and keep-
ing the Hawks’ offense 
moving. Sophomore Cruz 
Gregorio added six points 
off the bench.

Liberty Ranch was 

outrebounded 36-27, and 
West Campus’ ability to 
dominate the glass proved 
crucial in the game’s final 
stretch. 

The Hawks’ 12 turn-
overs also contributed to 
their inability to complete 
the comeback.

While the loss stings, the 
Hawks’ season isn’t quite 
over. Liberty Ranch now 
advances to the state play-
offs, where the team will 
have the opportunity to 
compete against the best 
programs in California. 
The experience gained in 
this hard-fought semifinal 
loss will serve them well 
as they prepare for the next 
challenge.

The Golden 1 dream 
may have to wait another 
year, but for this Liberty 
Ranch team, the best may 
still be ahead. � H

LOCALLOCAL SPORTSSPORTS
COVERAGECOVERAGE PRESENTED BY THE GALT HERALD

GALT HERALD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Marwa Yosra
Liberty Ranch  
Track & Field

Hunter Owen
Liberty Ranch Soccer

Evianna Barrera 
Galt High Softball

Tiger Myrick 
Galt High Swimming

So Close: Hawks Fall One Win Short of Golden 1 Return

Taking advantage of a rare open key, senior Haley Smith soars to a layup.

Head Coach Karrin Blevins instructs during a timeout.

Hawk Madisyn Robbins gets those points in a pinch.

Cruz Gregorio battles her way into the key.

Freshman Lacy Smith is ready to score three.
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By Paige Lampson 
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - The Galt 
High School swim team 
opened its 2025 season 
on Friday, Feb. 28 against 
Bradshaw Christian with 
a performance that will be 
remembered for years to 
come. Sophomore Tiger 
Myrick stole the show, 
shattering the school’s 
all-time record in the 100 
Butterfly and setting the 
tone for what promises to 
be an exciting season under 
new Head Coach Erica 
Atkins.

Myrick touched the 
wall in 59.24 seconds in 
the 100 Butterfly, break-
ing the previous all-time 
school record and surpass-
ing the Section qualifying 
time in the process. The 
performance earned him 
first place in the event 
and announced his arrival 
as one of the most tal-
ented swimmers in the 
region. What makes the 
achievement even more 
remarkable is that Myrick 
is only a sophomore, and 
this isn’t the first time he’s 

rewritten the record books 
at Galt High. Last year, 
as a freshman, Myrick set 
a new JV record, signal-
ing that something special 
was developing in the Galt 
pool. Friday’s performance 
confirmed it.

Myrick wasn’t finished 
after his record-break-
ing butterfly swim. He 
also captured first place 
in the 200 Freestyle, 
demonstrating the versa-
tility and endurance that 
makes him such a formi-
dable competitor. With two 
first-place finishes in his 
season opener, Myrick has 
established himself as a 
swimmer to watch not just 
in the league, but through-
out the section.

On the girls’ side, 
junior Courtney Brouwer 
delivered an outstanding 
performance of her own, 
claiming first place in the 
200 Individual Medley 
with a time of 2:30.42. 
The 200 IM is one of the 
most demanding events 
in competitive swimming, 
requiring proficiency in 
all four strokes across four 
laps. 

Brouwer’s victory show-
cased her technical skill 
and conditioning, pro-
viding the Warriors’ girls 
team with a highlight per-
formance in a competitive 
meet.

The Galt girls’ varsity 
team battled hard through-
out the meet, ultimately 

finishing with a score of 
78-92 against Bradshaw 
Christian. 

While the final score 
didn’t go the Warriors’ 
way, the effort and com-
petitiveness displayed 
throughout the meet gave 
Coach Atkins plenty of rea-
sons for optimism.

Atkins, taking the reins 
of the program for the first 
time, offered an encour-
aging assessment of her 
team’s season-opening 
performance.

“Although the final score 
did not go our way, the 
energy, effort and sports-
manship made it a strong 
start to the season,” Atkins 
said. “We are proud of our 
swimmers and excited for 

the rest of the season.”
Atkins’ arrival brings 

fresh energy and per-
spective to a program 
that clearly has talent 
worth developing. With 
a record-breaking sopho-
more leading the way and 
a competitive girls’ team 
showing fight against a 
tough opponent, the foun-
dation is in place for a 
strong season.

The combination of 
Myrick’s record-breaking 
performance, Brouwer’s 
individual medley victory 
and the competitive show-
ing from the girls’ varsity 
team paints an encouraging 
picture for Galt swimming 
in 2025. 

As the season progresses 

and swimmers continue 
to develop under Atkins’ 
guidance, the Warriors 
appear poised to make their 
presence felt throughout 
the league.

For  Tiger  Myrick , 
the record is just the 
beginning. 

A sophomore with a 
school record and a section 
qualifying time already on 
his resume, the ceiling for 
his high school career is 
extraordinarily high.

 If Friday’s perfor-
mance is any indication, 
Galt swimming fans are 
in for an exciting few 
years watching one of 
the program’s most tal-
ented athletes develop into 
a championship-caliber 
competitor.

The Warriors will look to 
build on this season-open-
ing performance as they 
continue their sched-
ule, with Atkins working 
to mold her roster into a 
cohesive and competitive 
team. The record books 
have already been rewrit-
ten once this season; don’t 
be surprised if it happens 
again before the year is 
through. � H

Record Broken: Myrick Sets All-Time School Mark in Season Opener

Coming and going, Tiger Myrick is on his way to a new school butterfly record. Courtesy photos

By Paige Lampson  
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - When 
Mason Jones walked 
across the stage at Galt 
High School, few could 
have predicted the athletic 
journey that awaited him. 
Today, the Galt native is a 
senior at the University of 
North Carolina Charlotte, 
competing on a track 
scholarship and taking on 
two of the most demanding 
disciplines in all of track 
and field.

Jones competes in the 
Heptathlon during indoor 
track season and the 
Decathlon during outdoor 
track, making him one 
of the most versatile ath-
letes in the UNC Charlotte 

program. These multi-
event disciplines are widely 
considered the ultimate 
test of a complete athlete, 
requiring proficiency in 
sprinting, jumping, throw-
ing and distance running. 
The Heptathlon consists 
of seven events over two 
days of indoor competi-
tion, while the outdoor 
Decathlon pushes athletes 
through 10 events across 
two grueling days. To 
compete at the collegiate 
level in either discipline 
is a remarkable achieve-
ment; to compete in both 
is a testament to Jones’ 
extraordinary athleticism 
and work ethic.

The hurdles are among 
the most  technical ly 
demanding events in track 

and field, requiring a pre-
cise combination of speed, 
timing and coordination. 
Jones’ ability to com-
pete in this event as part 
of his multi-event reper-
toire reflects the breadth of 
his athletic skill set and the 
years of dedicated training 
that have brought him to 
this level.

Off the track, Jones 
is pursuing a degree in 
Kinesiology, the study 
of human movement and 
physical performance. 
It’s a fitting academic 
choice for an athlete who 
has dedicated his life to 
understanding and max-
imizing the capabilities 
of the human body. The 
degree will open doors in 
fields ranging from sports 

medicine and physical 
therapy to coaching and 
athletic training, giving 
Jones a strong foundation 
for life after competition.

As a senior, Jones is 
in the final chapter of his 
collegiate career, and the 

experience he has gained 
competing at the Division 
I level has shaped him into 
both an elite athlete and a 
well-rounded individual. 
Earning and maintain-
ing a track scholarship 
at a Division I program 

requires not just athletic 
ability, but academic com-
mitment, discipline and the 
mental toughness to bal-
ance the demands of being 
a student-athlete.

For the Galt commu-
nity, Jones represents the 
best of what local athletics 
can produce. His journey 
from the tracks and fields 
of Galt High School to 
the competitive arenas of 
collegiate track and field 
is an inspiration to every 
young athlete in the area 
who dreams of competing 
beyond high school.

As Jones prepares for 
his final collegiate season, 
the Galt community will be 
watching and cheering him 
on. His story is a reminder 
that with talent, dedication 
and the right opportunities, 
local athletes can compete 
and succeed at the highest 
levels.

Congratulations, Mason. 
Galt is proud of you. � H

Story and photos  
by Paige Lampson  
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - Baseball 
season is back, and the 
Liberty Ranch Hawks have 
hit the ground running in 
2026. With a 4-2 preseason 
record heading into their 
first league game against 
Union Mine on March 11, 
the Hawks have shown 
flashes of talent while iden-
tifying areas to improve 
before league play begins.

Liberty Ranch opened 
s t r o n g ,  d e f e a t i n g 
Burbank 8-1, Rio Linda 
6-2, Franklin 11-7 and 
Marysville 3-0 before 
dropping games to Center 
8-2 and Destiny Christian 
4-2. The losses provided 
valuable lessons for a team 
still finding its identity 
in the early weeks of the 
season.

The Center game was a 
tale of missed opportuni-
ties and pitching struggles. 

Liberty Ranch 
collected eight hits, match-
ing Center’s total, but 
couldn’t generate the 
timely hitting needed to 
compete with Center’s bal-
anced attack. Sophomores 
Mason Gomes and Max 
Tapia were the offen-
sive bright spots, each 
collecting two hits and 
accounting for both Hawk 
runs. Gomes posted an 
impressive .750 on-base 
percentage while Tapia 
reached base at a .500 clip. 
Seniors Alec Ortega, Cole 
Maguire, Derek Nelson 
and Landon Peterson each 
contributed one hit, show-
ing the Hawks can generate 
offense throughout their 
lineup.

However, nine strikeouts 
against Center’s pitching 
staff highlighted an area 
needing improvement. 
Center’s K. Howerton-
Abernathy was dominant 
in relief, striking out seven 
Hawks over three innings, 

while starter A. Hernandez 
worked four effective 
innings to secure the 
victory.

On the mound, senior 
Jaydn Scelzi was Liberty 
Ranch’s  most  effec-
tive pitcher, working two 
solid innings and allow-
ing just two earned runs. 
Senior Derek Nelson was 
sharp in his one inning 
of work, retiring the side 
without allowing a hit. 
The Hawks struggled with 
command overall, issuing 
six walks in seven innings 
that Center’s lineup con-
verted into costly runs. The 
staff’s combined 6.00 ERA 
is a number the Hawks will 
look to improve signifi-
cantly before league play 
begins.

Defensively, three errors 
contributed to additional 
scoring opportunities for 
Center, and the Hawks’ 
.903 fielding percentage 
reflects a team still work-
ing out early-season kinks. 

Tightening up the defense 
will be a priority heading 
into league competition.

Despite the setbacks, 
there are plenty of reasons 
for optimism. The four 
preseason victories demon-
strated offensive versatility, 
including an 11-7 slug-
fest against Franklin and 
a dominant 3-0 shutout 
of Marysville. The mix of 
experienced seniors and 
promising underclass-
men like Gomes and Tapia 
suggests this team has the 
depth to be competitive 
when it matters most.

With their league opener 
against Union Mine on 
March 11 approach-
ing quickly, the Hawks 
have time to address their 

pitching consistency and 
defensive miscues. If 
Liberty Ranch can limit the 
walks, tighten the defense 
and find reliable arms for 
the rotation, this team has 

the talent to make a serious 
run at the league title.

The preseason has 
served its purpose. Now 
it’s time for the real thing. 
� H

Hawks Show Promise in Preseason Despite Tough Losses

Mason Jones is pictured competing in the hurdles for UNC 
Charlotte. Courtesy photo

Galt High Graduate Mason Jones Competes 
 in Multi-Events at UNC Charlotte

Sophomore Mason Gomes pitches for the 
Hawks.

Alec Ortega fields the ball and tags the runner 
out at first.

Derek Nelson tries to slide into third, but there is a foot blocking the bag.

Max Tapia catches a throw to third.


