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Little League Celebrates 35 Years
with Festive Opening Day

Cosumnes River Little League kicks off its 35th season with an opening day parade from Murieta Parkway to Stonehouse Park
on March 7. River Wiley, left, and Will Nauman carry the banner at the front of the parade.

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Beneath
clear blue skies and warm spring sun-
shine, Cosumnes River Little League
kicked off its 35th season March 7
with a spirited opening day celebra-
tion at Stonehouse Park.

The annual tradition began with a
parade of 31 teams traveling along
Murieta Parkway to the park, led
by a Sacramento Metropolitan Fire
District engine. Players rode in cre-
atively decorated chariots, tossing
candy to spectators who lined the
route, before arriving to cheering
crowds and a festive balloon tunnel

entrance onto the main field.

League President Dan Reid said
afterward that the near-perfect
weather made for an ideal start to a
milestone season.

“The weather for opening day was
perfect,” Reid said. “We couldn’t
have asked for a better way to kick

Continued on page 12

CSD Proposes 31% Rate
Increase for 2026-27

A sample bill shows that Rancho Murieta Community Services District rates could increase by about 31%.The proposed budget
was discussed at the March 18 board meeting. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Average
residential utility bills behind the
gates in Rancho Murieta —covering
water, wastewater, drainage, solid
waste and patrol services — could
jump by about 31.5%, or roughly
$92 per month, under a prelimi-
nary Rancho Murieta Community

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Services District budget proposal.
Speaking at the March 18 board
meeting, Finance and Administration
Director Cecilia Min said the average
residential bill would increase from
$292.11 to $384.18 under the pro-
posed 2026-27 budget. The district
currently serves about 2,917 ser-
vice connections in Rancho Murieta,
though rates vary by property type.
The proposed increase is driven

largely by rising operating and
administrative costs — projected to
increase by about $2.55 million next
year — and by the district’s efforts to
rebuild reserves, rather than by any

specific new development project.
At the end of her presentation,
the board voted unanimously to
mail the required Proposition 218
notice to district customers. The
Continued on page 2

Association
Board
Advances
GV Search

Rod Hart, who is retiring
May 1 after 45 years with the
Rancho Murieta Association,
listens during a recent board
meeting.

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley News
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The search for a new gen-
eral manager, revising the
fine schedule to comply
with a new law, approv-
ing the 2025 financial
statements and purchasing
new maintenance equip-
ment were primary topics
when the Rancho Murieta
Association Board of
Directors met on March
17.

GM Search

The general manager
search, initiated several
months ago to replace Rod
Hart, has been a focused,
professional effort to find
a strong successor, while
acknowledging he can-
not truly be replaced. Hart
retires May 1 after 45 years
with the association.

Director Scott Adams,
serving as chair of the GM
Search Committee with
Director Ernie Cowles as
co-chair, said the position
was advertised through the
Community Associations
Institute (CAI) and the
California Association of
Community Managers
(CACM) for about five
weeks. They received 12
resumes, and Adams noted
that, unlike a prior search,
none of the applicants were
unqualified.

Adams and Cowles
reviewed all applications
and narrowed the pool to
three finalists, who were
interviewed by the board
on March 11 and 12.
Adams said all three were
strong candidates and that
the board is now selecting
the final hire.

Cowles called the search
“a steep hill to climb,”
emphasizing that Hart
cannot truly be replaced.
Adams agreed, praising
Hart’s long-term impact.
The committee was then
deactivated.

Adams reminded every-
one that Hart will remain
in his role until May 1 and
urged community members
to take the opportunity to
stop by, see him and thank
him personally before his
last day.

Continued on page 7
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CSD Proposes 31% Rate Increase for 2026-27

Continued from page 1

notice — which must be
mailed by March 31—
informs property owners
of the proposed increase
and establishes the maxi-
mum rates the board could
adopt. After further anal-
ysis and public input, the
board may adopt lower
rates before finalizing the
budget in June.

Before the board voted,
two audience members
urged the board to take a
middle-ground approach
on the rate increase. See
the separate story in this
issue.

Budgeting Method

Min spent about 1%
hours using a succes-
sion of slides and staff
input to explain how she
built the budget to cover
an expected $2.5 million
increase in costs in the
upcoming year.

She told the board she
abandoned the old bud-
geting method because the
underlying accounting data
were “full of errors and
incomplete”: invoices were
booked in the wrong peri-
ods, some lacked invoice
dates and coding was
inconsistent. Under those
conditions, she said, she
couldn’t responsibly proj-
ect next year’s costs from
last year’s numbers.

As a result, she “took a
big U-turn” and adopted
zero-based budgeting.
She pulled 18 months of
invoices, sat down with
department heads and
asked for each item: Do we
still need this? How much
do we need? From those
answers, they built the new
budget from the ground up
rather than relying on last
year’s flawed history.

Market Trends
Next, Min turned to

Interim General Manager Amelia Wilder displays the “stop sign” graphic that will appear in the
upcoming Proposition 218 notice, emphasizing that the proposed rates are a ceiling and may
be reduced before the final budget is adopted in June. Photo by Gail Bullen

market trends: the exter-
nal forces driving costs.
She cited a Consumer
Price Index of about 2.8%
for 2026 and generally
assumed a 3% increase
unless contracts dictated
otherwise.

She highlighted health
care as a major driver:
CalPERS data showed an
8.26% premium increase
for 2026, and over the last
five years, health insurance
had risen 8-10% annu-
ally, with Kaiser increasing
15.5% in 2023.

She also researched
chemical prices, citing
sector-wide data show-
ing double-digit increases:
from about 30% to more
than 60% for some disin-
fectants, pH adjusters and
corrosion control chem-
icals. According to the
district’s own records,
chemical expenses were
already running about 82%
of their annual budget line.

Min also noted that
many Northern California
water systems are adopt-
ing annual rate increases

of roughly 6.7% to 9.7%
to keep up with similar
pressures.

Past Rates

Min then made the
case that past district rate
increases have not kept
pace with these realities.
She showed a graphic
indicating that the aver-
age residential water bill
rose from about $209 per
month in 2021 to about
$283 in 2025, an increase
of roughly $73, or about
35%, over five years.

“Across the water util-
ity sector, costs have been
rising for several years, yet
typical rate increases have
been only $20 to $30 per
month,” Min said. “Those
increases don’t even cover
health plan premiums
alone. ... So if we continue
to do a 3.5% increase,
we’re never going to bal-
ance our budgets.”

Min also presented
audited results for the
year ended June 30, 2022,
showing a $2.2 million
loss. About $1.5 million of

Uber WA
UBER ORLYFT ACCIDENT?

GUENARD & BOZARTH, LLP

PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEYS

www.gblegal.com

(916) 714-7672

that was depreciation, but
even after removing depre-
ciation, the district still had
roughly a $500,000 operat-
ing loss. There was no rate
increase that year because
of protests.

She also referenced a
2023 grand jury report that
examined rate history from
2013-14 through 2021-22.
The report found average
annual increases of only
2.6%, with a compounded
increase of 22.85% over
eight years, and concluded
the district’s rate increases
had been insufficient.

Min stressed that this
was an external finding,
not her own opinion, and
said it confirmed her con-
clusion that the district had
been undercharging for its
services for many years.

Budget Goals

Min outlined several
goals for the 2026-27 bud-
get, saying it is intended
not just to fund another
year of operations but to fix
structural problems in how
the district manages its

finances and infrastructure.

She said the budget aims
to include realistic fund-
ing for emergency repairs
so they are not repeat-
edly paid out of reserves,
rebuild operating reserves
toward a safer six-month
level, strengthen account-
ing systems and complete
overdue audits, and shift
the district toward planned,
long-range maintenance
and capital replacement
through a 10-year plan
instead of reacting to
failures.

Proposed Budget

With that context,
she presented her pro-
posed budget for fiscal
year 2026-27. In total, she
projected about $12 mil-
lion in operating revenue
against roughly $8.6 mil-
lion in operating expenses
and $4.2 million in general
and administrative costs,
for total expenses of about
$12.8 million. That leaves
a projected operating loss
of about $515,000 before
property taxes.

Min said property tax
income will need to be
used to close that gap and
end with a modest net pos-
itive, though ideally, those
funds would be reserved
for building reserves and

supporting long-term
needs.
She then detailed

increased costs across
operations and adminis-
tration. On the operations
side, increases include
higher chemical costs,
additional lab testing,
rental equipment for
emergency repairs, and
expanded funding for
water main, valve, hydrant
and drainage repairs to
address aging infrastruc-
ture. She also included
funding for employee
training so staff can operate

specialized equipment and
respond more quickly to
issues such as sewer spills.

On the administrative
side, increases include
election costs, strategic
planning, communications,
document management,
a cloud-based account-
ing system, recruitment,
insurance, legal costs, IT
services, and rising health
care and benefit costs.

Min also proposed
increasing the monthly
reserve contribution for
water and wastewater from
$16 to $21 per customer
—a $5 increase — to help
rebuild reserves.

She acknowledged the
size of the increase but said
it reflects the true cost of
operating the system under
current market condi-
tions, correcting for years
of insufficient rates docu-
mented by the grand jury
and confirmed by audited
losses.

Following her presen-
tation, Interim General
Manager Amelia Wilder
asked the board to
authorize mailing the
Proposition 218 notices
with the proposed rates,
noting the rates cannot go
up but can go down. The
board voted 4-0 to proceed.
Director Bill Gere did not
attend the meeting.

Director Randy Jenco
made a point of separating
his vote on the notice from
his position on the even-
tual budget. He said he
would support sending out
the Prop 218 notice, but
warned, “I am not going
to vote for a budget that
shows security in black ...
has to take care of itself.
And if we have less secu-
rity, that’s the way it’s got
to be, in my mind.”

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on
Facebook. *
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Sentor Banners Return to Rancho Murieta Parkways

Rancho Murieta Association maintenance employee Alex Mescher moves his bucket after
attaching two senior banners to a light standard along Murieta Parkway on March 12.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Banners honoring
Rancho Murieta’s graduat-
ing high school seniors are
once again lining Murieta
Parkway North and South,
transforming the commu-
nity’s main thoroughfares
into a rolling celebration of
local students.

Installed in mid-March
by Rancho Murieta
Association maintenance
crews, this year’s display
features approximately 63
seniors representing a wide
range of schools and edu-
cational paths.

Each banner includes
a portrait of the graduate
along with their name and

school, creating a highly
visible tribute that has
become a cherished com-
munity tradition.

Tradition Growing
From Pandemic

What began in 2020 as
a way to recognize seniors
whose graduations were
disrupted by COVID-19
has evolved into an annual
celebration.

In that first year, 66
banners were funded by
community groups to
honor students who were
missing milestone events.
By 2022, the effort had
shifted to a parent-driven
model, with families
funding banners while vol-
unteers coordinated the
program.

Today, the banners are
no longer a substitute for

lost ceremonies; they are
an added layer of recog-
nition that many families
now look forward to each
spring.

Parents Keep
Program Going

This year’s program was
organized by senior moms
Marissa Maranise and Keri
Hanson, whose daughters
have grown up together in
the community.

“We worked amaz-
ingly together,” Maranise
said, noting the pair
began planning shortly
after the school vyear
started to ensure an earlier
installation.

Families funded the
banners, which cost just
under $100 each. Tayco
Graphics again produced
the banners, with Maranise

Daniel Esquival directs traffic while a co-worker installs senior banners from the association’s
new aerial lift along Murieta Parkway.

praising the company’s
responsiveness and quality.

“We were able to pro-
vide everything needed to
create these beautiful ban-
ners,” she said.

To streamline the pro-
cess, Hanson created an
online form that allowed
families to upload pho-
tos and information in one
place, helping organizers to
manage logistics and sort
banners geographically.

Representing
Many Schools
While Pleasant Grove
High School continues
to account for the larg-
est share of students, this
year’s seniors attend a
broad mix of schools,
including Bradshaw
Christian, Elk Grove,
Ponderosa, Argonaut,
Jesuit, Christian Brothers,
St. Francis and Folsom
High Schools, as well
as Destiny Christian

Academy.

Charter and indepen-
dent study programs such
as Visions In Education
and South Sutter Charter
School are also repre-

educational paths of local
students.

From North to South

Organizers made a con-
certed effort to place
banners on the side of the
community where each
student lives, asking fam-
ilies to designate north or
south during the ordering
process.

While placement is not
guaranteed, the system
helps to create a sense of
neighborhood connection
as residents spot famil-
iar faces along their daily
routes.

The banners are mounted
on light standards along
both Murieta Parkway
North and South and are
expected to remain up until
mid-May, when they are
typically replaced by the
community’s Hometown
Heroes veteran banners.

Source of Pride
For Maranise, the ban-
ners represent more than
recognition: They capture
years of shared history in a
close-knit community.
“I’ve lived in RM South

kids, my kids’ friends, my
friends’ kids,” she said. “It
sparks memories.”

She added that the dis-
play offers a welcome
sense of positivity.

“There are lots of nega-
tives in this world ... but
these banners bring happi-
ness to me,” she said.

As residents drive the
parkways, the banners
serve as a reminder of both
individual achievement
and collective pride.

“I’'m so proud of our
kids,” Maranise said. “I
love that we can celebrate
them in this way.”

Looking Ahead

With strong participation
and early planning help-
ing to extend the display
into March, organizers say
they hope to continue refin-
ing the program in future
years.

Maranise has already
committed to helping coor-
dinate again next year:
a sign that what began
as a pandemic response
has firmly taken root as a
Rancho Murieta tradition.

This story is at theriv-
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Help the family

of alocal hero

"Chief Warrant Ofhi-
cer 3 Robert Mar-
zan. A Husband,
Father, brother, Son
and most impor-
tantly Hero. He lost
his life while serving
and protecting his
country he loved.
He was a lifelong
member of the mil-
itary, a family man
and loving father.
His unexpected and
unfortunate passing left many of his family, friends and fellow service
members at a loss. This heartbreaking loss is not something the peo-
ple Robert has touched and left his mark on will ever forget. He lost
his life far too young and leaves behind his wonderful wife, and two
wonderful children.
The hope for this fund
is to help relieve some
of the travel and hous-
ing expenses associ-
ated with this unfore-
seen tragedy. All funds
and donations raised
will go directly to the
Marzan family. Rest in
power Robert and may
we meet again."

Go to www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-the-marzan-familys-loss
to make your doanation, or scan the QR code.
Images provided by Go-Fund-Me.

Advertisement donated by
Messenger Publishing Group and the Elk Grove Citizen

MEMORIAL

RICHARD JOHN VALLADAO e 08/29/1933 - 03/04/2026

Richard John Valladao,
a beloved 42-year resident
of Rancho Murieta, passed
away peacefully March 4th at
the age of 92. He was blessed
with a devoted 67-year mar-
riage to Carolyn and raised
three sons. He lived a life
defined by faith, family, com-
munity service and had a
lifelong passion for aviation.

Born on August 29, 1933,
in Half Moon Bay, California,
to Jess and Genevieve
Valladao, Richard (Dick)
grew up on the family ranch
at the intersection of Highway
92 & Skyline Boulevard. He
shared his childhood with his
twin brother Jerome, older
brother Patrick, and sisters
Genevieve and Mary. Life on
the ranch during the 1930s
and 1940s demanded hard
work from everyone, instilling
in him a lifelong appreciation
for family and responsibility.
From working on the ranch
equipment Dick discov-
ered his remarkable ability to
rebuild machinery, a gift he
would rely on throughout his
life in both business and per-
sonal projects.

Dick attended Half Moon
Bay High School and then
earned his pilot’s license
while at San Mateo Junior
College. He later attended
the University of Denver,
where he studied business
and, more importantly, met
the love of his life, Carolyn
Staudt. After graduation,
he was drafted into the US
Army. He and Carol mar-
ried and were stationed at
Fort Ord on the Monterey
Peninsula, where their first
son, Michael, was born.
Following his military ser-
vice, Dick began working
for Crown Zellerbach Paper
Company and they welcomed
two more sons, Greg and
John. After several years at

Crown’s San Francisco head-
quarters, Dick transferred to
St. Francisville, Louisiana, to
help manage a mill. He and
Carolyn quickly embraced
Southern hospitality, forming
lifelong friendships filled with
fish fries, shrimp boils and
Saturday night dances.

Determined to own his own
business before turning 40,
Dick took a bold leap of faith
and started his own paper
processing company serving
mills throughout the South.
Drawing on his mechani-
cal expertise, he purchased
and rebuilt a paper winder he
acquired for “pennies on the
dollar.” Within a few years,
he merged his company with
another in Monroe, Louisiana,
forming Mill Inventory Supply
Company (MISCO), even-
tually growing it into one of
the largest paper processing
companies in the region, with
locations in Monroe, Atlanta,
Greenville, and Scranton.

In the early 1980s, Dick
sold the company and relo-
cated to Rancho Murieta,
where he and Carol built
their dream home overlook-
ing the golf course. The next
four decades were filled with
hospitality, adventure, and
continued business pursuits.
They traveled extensively,
enjoying more than 40 cruises

as they explored the world.
The Rancho Murieta Airport
became a second home to
Dick, where he spent count-
less hours “down at the
hangar,” flying and restoring
aircraft. Over the years, he
completed seven aircraft res-
torations and several other
creative projects, including
converting a horse-drawn
carriage into an electric vehi-
cle. Three of his “projects”
are displayed in museums,
including a World War Il L-2M
scout plane that he personally
flew into Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Today, it hangs
in the National Museum of
the U.S. Air Force. Dick and
his fellow aviation enthusiasts
shared their love of flight with
the community by hosting air
shows, organizing junior avia-
tor programs and offering free
airplane rides to children.

With faith being central
to Dick’s life, he played an
instrumental role in found-
ing two Catholic mission
churches: St. Lawrence
Catholic Church in Swartz,
Louisiana, and St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church in
Rancho Murieta, California.
His commitment to service
left a lasting impact on both
communities. Dick is sur-
vived by his sons: Michael
Valladao (Sue) of San Jose,
California; Greg Valladao
(Kathy) of Phoenix, Arizona;
and John Valladao (Kristy) of
La Mirada, California; as well
as seven grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

A funeral Mass was held at
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church and he was buried in
Half Moon Bay in the Lady of the
Pillar Catholic Cemetery. The
Valladao Family expresses our
thanks to all in Rancho Murieta
for the support and sense of
community you shared with our
parents for the past 40+ years!
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

VFW to Remember Vietnam
\ets on March 29

The Rancho Murieta Post of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars will host a local
observance of National Vietnam War
Veterans Day on March 29 at 1 p.m. at the
gazebo.

The program will feature a vocalist,
a trumpet player and tributes honoring
Vietnam War veterans for their service
and sacrifice. Attendees are encouraged to
share their own remembrances.

The VFW will host a social hour before
the ceremony, and the VFW Auxiliary
will provide refreshments afterward. For
more information, contact Jay Solomon at
916-479-0441.

Bookmobile to Host Family
Story Time April 15

The Sacramento Public Library
Bookmobile visits the Rancho Murieta
Village Clubhouse every Wednesday from
9 a.m. to noon. Visitors can sign up for a
library card and check out books, mag-
azines, DVDs and audiobooks. Book
clubs may also request a “Book Club in a
Box,” which includes 10 to 12 copies of a
selected title.

On April 15, the bookmobile will offer
a Family Story Time from 10:30 to 11
a.m. outside the clubhouse. The program
features songs, rhymes, movement activ-
ities and stories designed to support early
learning skills for children up to age 5.
Older siblings are welcome.

Easter Egg Hunt Slated April 4

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta
will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt and
no-host Family Picnic on from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 4 at Stonehouse
Park.

Children, their families and their guests
are invited to attend the Easter Egg Hunt,
which will feature more than 4,500 plastic
eggs filled with stickers and candy. During
the event, children can visit the petting
farm, make Easter crafts, decorate Easter
cookies and get glitter tattoos for fami-
ly-friendly prices.

Tickets for activities, as well as pop-
corn, juice and water, will be available
for purchase Saturday morning with cash
or credit card. There will also be photo
opportunities with the Easter Bunny.

The Fire Department will display its
trucks and equipment if not on a call,
and the Sheriff’s Department will host an
information table. The Easter Egg Hunt

will be divided by age groups on the soft-
ball field outfield with starting times of
11:20 a.m. for ages 2-4 (egg hunt with
stickers), 11:40 a.m. for ages 5-7 (egg hunt
with candy) and noon for ages 8-10 (egg
hunt with candy).

The Murieta Dance Company will con-
clude the event with a performance at
12:30 p.m. The event will take place rain
or shine.

The Kiwanis Club thanks the Cosumnes
River Elementary K-Kids, the Girl Scouts
and the Rancho Murieta Key Club for
stuffing all 4,500 plastic eggs; the RM
Key Club for helping with activities and
refreshment sales; and Scouts from Troop
633 for helping to set up and take down
the event. The club also thanks the Rancho
Murieta Association for its help in making
the Easter Egg Hunt a joyful occasion for
local families.

For more information, contact Bronwyn
Anthony at (916) 384-6444.

Scouts Slate Shredding Event

Got a pile of paperwork ready to go?
Scout Troop 633 invites the community
to a secure paper-shredding event from 9
a.m. to noon Saturday, May 2 at the RMA
Building parking lot. It’s an easy way to
declutter, safeguard your information and
support local Scouts.

The suggested donation is $15 per bank-
er’s box, reflecting increased truck and
fuel costs this year.

Easter Jazz Slated
at Sloughhouse Kitchen
The Rancho Murieta-based jazz combo
will perform from 9:30 to noon on Easter
Sunday, April 5, at Sloughhouse Kitchen
at 12700 Meiss Road. Reservations are
required. Visit shoughhousekitchen.com.

Wilton Animal Rescue to Host
First Crab Feed April 4

Wilton Animal Rescue will host its
first annual crab feed April 4 at the Galt
Community Center. Sacramento County
Supervisor Pat Hume will serve as special
guest emcee and auctioneer.

The event will feature a fresh crab din-
ner, no-host bar, live and silent auctions,
and raffle prizes. Proceeds will benefit
dogs rescued from Wilton and surround-
ing areas, including Rancho Murieta.

Tickets are available at zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/wilton-animal-res-
cues-first-crab-feed. The rescue is located
at 11380 Colony Road in Wilton. *

Rancho Murieta Country Club

Spring Open House
Social Mixer!

April 1, 2026 | 4:00-7:00 pm
7000 Alameda Drive
The Terrace Lounge/Terrace Patio

Are you interested in finding out more about what the
Rancho Murieta Country Club has to offer?
Do you know that you don't have to live in the
community to join the club?

Come to our Spring Open House!

It's the perfect way to learn about the club, find your
golfer, tennis/pickleball player, fellow foodie or event
buddy or to help you get connected with the Club
or with one of our club groups!

Join us in the Terrace Lounge for small hors d'oeuvres
and no host cocktails to mingle with the Social
Committee, new and current Members, all are invited!

Please RSVP to Chantil by
Tuesday March 31st
crusso@ranchomurietacc.com (or) 916.354.3421

etc

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

Choose a theme:

ETC's 25 Year

Anniversary o
Painting

or

USA's 250th

Year Anniversary

board)

The artwork must
be no larger than
12” x 18"” and can be:

Ink, pencil, crayon or
charcoal drawing

Collage or 3-D
media (that can be
mounted on poster

Photograph
A poem or song lyrics

Each winning
poster will get:

1free concert ticket

Poster displayed

at the ETC Kick-off
event at Rancho
Murieta Country
Club, May 17 and the
June 20th concert

Name printed in the
first ETC program of
the season and
announced at the
concert

One winner from

each grade, K-12

Open to Rancho Murieta Residents Only

Contact Jane Rosetta for details: 916-996-4438 OR jrosetta63@gmail.com

DEADLINE April 30, 2026
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Middle Ground
Urged on Proposed
31% Rate Hike

Story and photos by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Two Rancho
Murieta residents — one seeking volunteers
for a protest and another with experience
managing large corporate budgets — urged
the Rancho Murieta Community Services
District to find ways to lower rates next
year.

Nicole Williams and Tom Shewchuk
spoke during public comment at the March
18 board meeting, following Finance and
Administration Director Cecilia Min’s pre-
sentation of a draft 2026-27 budget. The
proposal calls for a 31.5% increase in
water rates: about $92 per month for the
average customer behind the gates. Min
said the budget was developed to address
an anticipated $2.5 million increase in
costs in the coming fiscal year.

With a March 31 deadline loom-
ing, the board ultimately voted to mail a
Proposition 218 notice reflecting the full
31.5% proposed increase. In doing so, Min
and the directors emphasized that the fig-
ures in the notice represent a cap under
Proposition 218, meaning the district can-
not later raise rates above those amounts.
However, the board could still reduce
the rates after further analysis and public
input.

See the separate story on Min’s budget
presentation at the board meeting, as well
as a second story on her earlier presenta-
tion to the Finance Committee on March
12.

Williams has already posted a social
media request seeking volunteers to pro-
test the proposed increase. She was one
of the organizers of a successful protest
against a proposed 12% rate increase in
2022-23, which led the board to adopt a
rollover budget from the previous year.

Shewchuk has attended nearly all of the
district’s major meetings this past year and
is @ member of the Water Vision Working
Group, which is exploring new ground-
water sources. He said he previously led
the corporate budgeting process for a
5,000-employee division at Intel, oversee-
ing about $4 billion in annual spending.

Nicole Williams

Williams, a south-side resident, began
by commending Min for her work. She
said what Min has inherited is “immense”
and thanked her for the energy and effort
she has put into digging into the num-
bers and working to fully understand the
district’s finances. Williams said she rec-
ognizes the district needs additional
funding and does not dispute that, noting
that infrastructure is at risk of failing to
support the community, affecting every-
one who lives there.

Williams then said that, for her and
many others, the biggest unresolved hur-
dle since 2022 is credibility and trust.
She explained that during the Proposition
218 protest effort, which involved a large
group of volunteers, a common refrain
from residents was that they did not know
where their money was going and did not
trust how it was being spent. She added
that while residents love living in Rancho
Murieta and respect and rely on the CSD,
they do not trust it. In her view, that trust
issue remains unresolved.

Williams then asked whether a more
moderate rate increase had been fully con-
sidered. She said that since 2022, many
residents have contacted her — particularly
those on fixed incomes or facing childcare
costs, rising grocery bills or job losses —
saying an increase of this magnitude could
force them to leave Rancho Murieta or is
simply not affordable. Speaking on behalf
of those who could not attend, she urged
the board to consider a smaller ongo-
ing increase combined with a one-time
assessment.

Director Tim Maybee responded
directly to Williams, pointing to the failed
2022 Proposition 218 increase, when the
district sought what he described as a
“simple 12%” hike. Because that increase
was voted down, he said, the district is
now short roughly $2 million compared to
where it would have been if the 12% had
passed and compounded over time. In his
view, the missing $2 million is a major
reason the current proposal is so large.

“I get you didn’t trust us on 218. You
didn’t trust us on Measure R,” he said.

Rancho Murieta resident Nicole Williams
urges the Community Services District
board to consider a more moderate rate
increase at the March 18 meeting, following
the presentation of the proposed 2026-27
budget. She is organizing a protest against
the increase.

Director Tim Maybee responds to Nicole
Williams’ concerns.

“We are now trying to make up a gap of
$2 million on those folks who didn’t want
any rate increase whatsoever.”

Williams pushed back on where respon-
sibility lies, arguing that the protest
stemmed from years of board and man-
agement decisions that eroded credibility.

“You are where you are at because
of the individuals who have been on the
board in CSD historically who dug the
grave, not because of the people that sent
out the letters.”

Maybee said he agreed. When he joined
the board, prior directors were proud that
they had not raised rates for three years,
a stance he challenged: “How does that
make any sense?”

He added that he now “just happens to
be sitting in the seat” and was “the one
that got [his] ass kicked” (by the Grand
Jury over the district’s failure to raise
rates.) “We’re now paying the price for the
Prop 218 rollover budget,” he said.

Board President John Merchant told

Audience member Tom Shewchuk outlines
potential budget reductions during public
comment.

Williams he did not understand how an
assessment would address her concerns.

Williams said she had not done the
math.

“If there is some sort of middle-ground
alternative that supports both sides and
helps residents who are worried about how
they will afford this on top of everything
else, it’s worth the discussion,” she said.

Tom Shewchuk

Shewchuk also argued for a mid-
dle-ground solution. Drawing on his
budgeting experience at Intel, he said Min
had completed the essential first step by
building the budget from the ground up.
However, he said a second step should fol-
low before locking in a 31.5% increase:
requiring each department head to identify
what they would cut at 5% and 10% below
their requested budgets.

He said those cut lists would help the
board identify which programs or projects
could be deferred or trimmed, poten-
tially bringing the increase closer to
20% to 25% rather than above 30%. He
also encouraged exploring other funding
sources, including grants and developer
fees, and conducting a more detailed com-
parison with neighboring utilities whose
water bills appear significantly lower.

During the budget presentation, staff
explained that developer fees dedicated to
infrastructure must be tracked in separate
accounts and cannot be used for operating
expenses, limiting their ability to offset
ongoing, rate-funded costs.

In the end, the board voted 4-0 to mail
the Proposition 218 notice with the full
31.5% proposal (director Bill Gere was
absent). Directors emphasized again that
this figure represents a ceiling, not a com-
mitment. The district cannot later charge
more than that amount, but it may adopt a
lower rate after further staff analysis and
public input.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com
and on Facebook. *

Water Supply Options Scrutinized as CSD Board Backs Away

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - As is typical
at Rancho Murieta Community Services
District board meetings, directors spent
considerable time discussing water issues
at their March 18 meeting.

The first agenda item was a report from
the Water Vision Working Group, includ-
ing an explanation of why free water
being offered to the district by a rancher
is not feasible. The second was a proposed
resolution for a comprehensive well agree-
ment, which drew immediate blowback
and was ultimately withdrawn.

Water Vision Report

Director Randy Jenco chairs the board’s
Water Vision Working Group, which
was initially tasked with assisting Water
Systems Consulting with a well-siting
study. The group’s role later expanded to
include helping with permitting required
to make Lake Clementia a potable water
source and exploring the commission-
ing of an Urban Water Management Plan,
which will be required once the district
reaches 3,000 water connections.

Other members include Interim
Operations Manager Travis Bohannon;
Rancho Murieta Association General
Manager Rod Hart; resident Tom
Shewchuk, representing the community;
and Rancho Murieta Properties Project
Manager Jeff Pearson, representing the
developers.

Jenco reported that the working group
met with NVT Global, which includes
hydrologist Patrick Dunn, who com-
pleted a comprehensive well study for
the district in 2014. The consultants are
proposing additional groundwater explo-
ration using geophysical survey methods
and have identified a potential site near the
Clementia Dam that could be less expen-
sive to connect to existing pumps and lines
than other locations.

Jenco said NVT will make a presenta-
tion at the next Improvements Committee
meeting, which he chairs. The committee
will also review the WSC draft test-drill-
ing specifications.

Otherwise, the group’s progress has
largely stalled.

“A lot of what we’re doing has hit a
standstill because we’re really at the point

rom Well Agreement

Director Randy Jenco provides a Water Vision
working group update at the Rancho Murieta
Community Services District’'s March 18
meeting. File photos

where we need some good legal advice,
and so the board is in the process of
interviewing, and possibly choosing, an
attorney to advise us on all of the water
matters,” Jenco said.

Free Water

As part of his report, Jenco asked
Bohannon to explain what he had learned
about the “free water” that Sloughhouse
rancher Jay Schneider offered to the dis-
trict during the Water Shortage Emergency
public hearing in February.

Bohannon explained that Schneider’s
offer would allow the district to continue
pumping from the river below the 70 cfs
(cubic feet per second) cutoff to top off its
reservoirs, then later replace that volume
downstream using the rancher’s well.

Bohannon said the proposal was not a
viable option. The district’s water permit
explicitly prohibits diverting water when
river flow is below 70 cfs (cubic feet per
second), and that requirement is tied to
fish protection and downstream users and
is not optional.

Operationally, the district’s small-
est pump still moves about 2,500 gallons
per minute, and staff have no data on
what would happen to downstream users
if pumping falls below 70 cfs. Because
of these legal and operational risks,
Bohannon said his recommendation to the
board was not to pursue Schneider’s offer
as a secondary water supply or regulatory
workaround.

Shewchuk also made an additional

A well agreement resolution introduced
by Board President John Merchant at the
meeting draws sharp criticism.

comment, noting that the working group
owes the board a written summary each
month, not just a verbal update. He offered
to work with Jenco to ensure those written
summaries are produced.

Contentious Resolution

Later in the meeting, the board dis-
cussed a resolution for a comprehensive
agreement for a well that President John
Merchant placed on the agenda without
prior input from the directors or the work-
ing group.

Merchant said his resolution was
intended to require clarification of own-
ership, easements and cost-sharing for
any new wells before drilling. He said he
wants to know “who owns this property
once there’s a well on it” and, if the wells
only partially meet the district’s needs,
“Who gets it? How do they get it? When
do they get it? Who pays for it? Who owns
it?” before the district commits to spend-
ing potentially tens of millions of dollars.

Jenco immediately pushed back, say-
ing Merchant was raising a “straw dog”
because no spending can occur without
a board vote. He also warned that if the
board insists on resolving all legal and
cost-allocation questions before any test
wells or technical work, “You’re going to
be sitting here five years from now, in the
same position that you’re at now.”

Shewchuk objected to what he called “a
surprise resolution” on the agenda, not-
ing that it had not been discussed in a
chartered working group and then in the

Water Vision Working Group member Jeff
Pearson expresses frustration with John
Merchant’s resolution, noting the group is
already addressing the same issues.

Improvements Committee.

“That’s just not the way a district should
run, in my opinion,” he said.

Shewchuk urged Merchant to let the
working group do its job.

“Just don’t put us in handcuffs before
we get started,” he said.

Pearson expressed frustration that the
resolution appeared while the group was
already working on the same issues. He
emphasized the group’s constructive
mindset, saying they are trying to think
“how we can” rather than “why we can’t.”

District Counsel Patrick Enright rein-
forced that, in any case, even a test well
on private property must still come before
the Improvements Committee and then the
full board for a formal entry agreement, so
no drilling or spending can occur without
explicit board approval.

Director Tim Maybee pointed out
flaws in the resolution, criticizing it for
embedding opinions and undefined tar-
gets rather than establishing clear policy.
He also noted it was the second time in
two months that Merchant had placed a
major resolution on the agenda without
broader input from the board. In February,
Merchant placed a resolution to declare a
water shortage emergency on the agenda
for a public hearing without direction from
the other board members.

By the end of the discussion, Merchant
agreed to withdraw his resolution on the
well agreement.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com
and on Facebook. *
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Audits, Planning Are Topics at CSD Board Meeting

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Rancho
Murieta Community Services District
Board tackled a wide range of issues
during its nearly five-hour March 18
meeting.

Discussion included the monthly finance
report, an update on overdue audits and a
call to schedule a strategic planning ses-
sion this summer. Separate stories in this
issue cover the proposed 2026-27 budget,
which would significantly increase rates,
and a contentious debate over water.

Audits

During her monthly finance report,
Director of Finance and Administration
Cecilia Min acknowledged community
concerns about delayed audits. When she
arrived last May, she encountered signif-
icant accounting and system problems
that she had previously described as a
“Frankenstein.”

Min and her staff, including contracted
accountants, completed the 2021-22 audit
in about 3% months. They then spent
roughly six months preparing and clean-
ing records for the 2022-23 and 2023-24
fiscal years. Work on 2024-25 was put on
hold until the earlier years are completed.

Beginning in late January, she paused
most of her work on the audits to focus on
preparing the 2026-27 budget, although
staff continued cleanup efforts. Her goal is
to complete all outstanding audits, includ-
ing fiscal year 2025-26, by the end of this
calendar year.

Min cautioned that the timeline is a
plan, not a guarantee, noting that each new
area she reviews continues to reveal addi-
tional legacy issues.

One example emerged during her
review of 15 months of invoices as part
of developing the new budget using zero-
based budgeting. She found many invoices
had been entered in incorrect account-
ing periods, with inconsistent or missing
information.

Min also reported ongoing problems
loading data into the district’s accounting
system.

Finance Director Cecilia Min and Interim Director of Operations Travis Bohannon present their
monthly reports at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District meeting on March 18.

and I don’t think I can go through another
year without a cloud-based (updated) ver-
sion,” she said. “This is very important
because our server is actually not very
stable.”

Monthly Financials

Min reported that through Jan. 31,
operating revenues are about 57% of the
annual budget, operating expenses are
about 59% and administrative expenses
are about 71%. Also, after seven months,
the district had a $448,000 deficit without
property taxes.

Min said costs are being driven up by
sharp increases in chemical prices and sev-
eral unbudgeted emergency repairs, while
some other lines appear historically under
budgeted because they relied on unreliable
past numbers.

As of January, the district had about $12
million in cash and investments, down
from $15 million a year earlier. Min plans
to transfer funds from investments into the
operating account to restore roughly six
months of cash on hand — about $5 million
— in operating reserves.

That would leave about $7.8 million
in restricted investment funds, which she
described as relatively low compared to
the total net assets of approximately $24
million.

Strategic Planning
In another part of the meeting, Director
Linda Butler emphasized that the district
cannot continue operating without a clear,
shared roadmap: a point she has raised for
months. The last strategic planning session

She recommended that the board hold
a formal session around mid-summer to
define the district’s mission, vision, goals
and priorities, review Brown Act require-
ments and board roles, and have each
department manager outline where they
want their area to be and what is needed
to get there.

Butler also addressed the need to train
a new general manager, stressing that the
district has never had a formal onboarding
program: a gap she said must be addressed
before a new hire arrives.

She argued that success depends on a
structured training plan, at minimum out-
lining essential topics, documents, systems
and expectations so the general manager
can understand how the district operates,
along with its history, constraints and
priorities. She cautioned that the board
should not expect a new general manager
to walk in and “fix everything” without
support.

Other Business

The board directed Interim General
Manager Amelia Wilder to dispose of
the dilapidated safety center rather than
attempt to sell it as she disposes of surplus
property.

Directors also approved the emergency
purchase of membranes for the water
treatment plant and authorized a contract
with a recruiting firm to search for can-
didates for the open general manager and
operations manager positions.

A request by Director Bill Gere to
increase director stipends was tabled due
to his absence from the meeting.

Director Linda Butler urges the board to
schedule a strategic planning session, noting
the last one was held in 2021.

dam and levee insurance coverage for
$47,500 in the coming year. The coverage
had previously been dropped under former
General Manager Mimi Morris.

District Counsel Patrick Enright said
he will brief the board at a future meeting
on updates to the Brown Act, California’s
open meetings law.

Butler reported on a meeting of the
Security Working Group, which includes
two members from the Rancho Murieta
Association and a former CSD board
member. The group is evaluating whether
existing surveillance systems are com-
patible with upgrades or will need to be
replaced entirely.

The board also considered a staff
request to create a new administration
manager position to address chronic work-
load issues. Ultimately, directors approved
the position and its job description and
ordered a salary survey, but stopped short
of funding or filling it, leaving that deci-
sion for a future budget cycle.

The board also approved numerous
items on the consent calendar, including
a task order for the district engineer to
study whether the Rio Oso tank should be
repaired or replaced, and the purchase of
two new fire hydrants.

Directors also accepted a $3.4 million
detention basin from the Riverview sub-
division, adopted an election schedule for
the Nov. 3 election, and approved a cyber-
security policy along with a revised salary
survey for non-represented employees.

The board’s next meeting will be at 5
p-m. Wednesday, April 15.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com

“My Great Plains is stalling everywhere,

was held in 2021.

Association Board Advances GM Search

Continued from page 1

Revised Fine
Schedule

In his report from the
Governing Documents
Committee, Adams
explained that Assembly
Bill 130 now generally
caps HOA fines at $100,
unless a violation involves
an “adverse health or
safety impact.” He said
he has been “very criti-
cal” of the law, calling it
“extremely poorly written”
and noting it was adopted
through the state budget
process without adequate
review.

Still, Adams said RMA
must comply. To do so, the
board adopted a resolution
identifying specific non-ar-
chitectural rules tied to
health and safety, allowing
fines above $100 to con-
tinue for those violations.

The resolution includes
interference with RMA or
CSD staff and volunteers,
traffic safety rules such as
speed limits and stop signs,
and higher-risk behav-
iors, including fireworks,
e-bike misuse, vandalism
or attempted vandalism,
unlawful activity and dis-
charge of firearms. After
President Patrick O’Hern
read the resolution into the
record, the board approved
it unanimously.

Maintenance
Projects

The South Entrance
landscaping was briefly
discussed, with O’Hern
noting the project will be
completed by in-house
crews, resulting in cost
savings. The crews will
remove water features and
other hardscape this spring,
with new landscaping
designed to comply with
state restrictions on irri-
gating nonfunctional turf,
Hart said.

The board approved
the purchase of a new
Kubota tractor for about

$41,500, funded from
existing reserves, replacing
a heavily used 17-year-
old unit that had exceeded
its 15-year reserve life.
Schaffner said the trac-
tor is increasingly difficult
to maintain, with parts
no longer manufactured,
requiring staff to fabricate
components.

Adams praised the main-
tenance team for extending
equipment life beyond
reserve schedules, say-
ing they “manage to keep
equipment in really good
working shape” and help to
save money and keep dues
lower.

Directors also approved
$7,240 for engineered
playground fiber used to
maintain safe fall zones
under play equipment.
Schaffner said the selected
vendor offered compet-
itive pricing and on-site
installation.

Financial Statements
Director John Van
Doran said the Finance
Committee reviewed
the 2025 financial state-
ments and recommended
acceptance. During the dis-
cussion, Adams asked why
2024 data was included;
Finance Manager Colleen
Hagyard explained that
CPA reviews include pri-
or-year comparisons.
Hagyard said the review
process includes exam-
ining board minutes,
checking for inconsisten-
cies, ensuring compliance
with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles and
preparing the final report.
Adams noted reserves
are about 85% funded —
“an A+ in the HOA world”
— and said the association’s
finances are thoroughly
reviewed. He also thanked
Hagyard for her long ser-
vice, while she credited
past boards for maintaining
strong financial discipline.
The board unanimously
accepted the report.

Joint Security
Committee

A proposed resump-
tion of a Joint Security
Committee with
the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District was tabled to allow
further discussion of its
structure and scope. Hart
said the idea grew out of
his recent participation
in a CSD security work-
ing group that is reviewing
surveillance cameras
throughout the commu-
nity. Hart described the
current system as “pretty
dilapidated.”

Audience Comments

Tom Shewchuk raised
two issues during public
comment.

He urged RMA and the
CSD to work with state
agencies to improve safety
on Jackson Highway after
a recent crash in which an
uninsured driver allegedly
ran a red light and struck a
golf cart at Murieta Drive.
Although the location is
outside RMA’s jurisdiction,
he said it directly affects
residents and suggested
measures such as lowering
speed limits.

He also questioned
RMA’s dues structure for
vacant lots. He noted that
the CSD charges about
one-third the rate for unde-
veloped parcels, while
RMA charges the same
full dues — about $171.50
per month — regardless
of development. As an
owner of both a home and
a vacant lot, he said he is
paying two full RMA bills
without an equivalent ben-
efit and asked the board
to consider a reduced
rate similar to the CSD’s
approach.

The board’s next meet-
ing will be at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 21.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on
Facebook. *

The board authorized the purchase of

and on Facebook. *

SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
rmcsd.com.

March 10

5:24 p.m., RMCSD
Patrol responded to a wel-
fare check request after a
son reported being unable
to contact his mother for
two days. Upon arrival,
patrol made contact with
caregiver and then with the
resident, who appeared in
good health and showed
no signs of medical dis-
tress. She was advised of
the welfare check request
made by her son. Area
clear.

8:20 p.m., RMCSD
Patrol responded to a gate
arm incident at the Murieta
North Lago Drive out-
bound gate. A golf cart
with a deactivated barcode
entered the community
through the outbound
lane and struck the gate
arm, knocking it from its
bracket. The driver did not
notify the gate officer and
continued into the commu-
nity. ABDI traffic viewer
research identified bar-
code number registered to
a Puerto Drive residence.
Patrol made contact with
the driver, who stated he
entered through the out-
bound lane because his
barcode was not function-
ing and the route was faster
than using the visitor lane.
Patrol reported no injuries
and no damage to the golf
cart. Driver was advised
to contact the RMA HOA
regarding the deactivated
barcode.

March 13
2:08 p.m., Patrol
responded to a report of a
silver pickup driving at a

high rate of speed around
Lake Calero. Upon arrival,
officers located a silver
Ford Lightning occupied
by two juvenile subjects.
Patrol made contact with
the individuals and advised
them of park speed limits
and safety concerns. Both
subjects were cooperative
and agreed to operate their
vehicle at safe speeds. No
violations were directly
observed and no citation
was issued.

March 17

5:53 p.m., Patrol
responded to a report of
reckless driving involving
a white Chrysler 300 near
the North Beach area. The
vehicle was located and
the driver was contacted
and advised regarding
speed limits and traffic reg-
ulations. The driver was
cooperative.

7:48 p.m., Patrol issued
a citation for violation of
RMA Rule II, Section 16:
Unsafe transport of passen-
gers (passengers riding in
the bed of a pickup truck)
while entering through the
North Gate.

March 19

9:29 a.m., Responded
to report of loose cattle
behind a Puerto Drive resi-
dence. Upon arrival, RMA
Compliance was on scene.
Cattle had knocked over
a front yard fountain and
moved back toward the
fence line. Owner advised
ongoing issues with fence
tampering near the cem-
etery, allowing cattle to
leave ranch property.
Rancher entered North
Gate at approximately
9:33 a.m. and retrieved
livestock.

March 20
12:03 a.m., Two cows
breached a neighboring
fence and entered a resi-
dential area. Patrol located
them at Puerto Drive and
remained on scene until the

rancher arrived. Rancher
was advised regarding pos-
sible fence repairs.

March 21

12:03 a.m., Dispatch
received a report of a possi-
ble traffic accident near the
county bridge on Highway
16. Patrol responded and
located a silver 2013
Honda Accord on the golf
course near Hole 18 after it
had driven through a fence
line. The driver, identified
as a 16-year-old resident,
was outside the vehicle
and reported no injuries.
The driver stated he lost
control of the vehicle and
overcorrected.

4:27 p.m., Patrol
responded to a report of a
cow that had breached a
fence and entered a resi-
dential property on Puerto
Drive. Reporting party
advised the animal was in
the rear yard area. Patrol
notified Dispatch to contact
the rancher/animal control
and assisted with tempo-
rary fence repairs.

March 22

5 a.m., Patrol observed
a U-Haul truck parked at
the Murieta Nail Lounge
with a shattered glass front
door. Upon inspection,
Patrol observed damage
to the ATM and cash reg-
ister, indicating a burglary.
Patrol remained on scene
and notified Dispatch
of a possible active bur-
glary. The business owner
arrived and advised his
alarm activated at approx-
imately 4:48 a.m. He
reported observing two
male suspects wearing
black hoodies and masks
on his Ring camera, using
a crowbar to gain entry.
Footage was unavailable
due to inactive subscrip-
tion. Patrol also noted the
U-Haul appeared to be
tampered with and possi-
bly stolen. Incident was
reported to the Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office. *
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Utility Bills Could Rise $92
Per Month in Rancho Murieta

Story and photo by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Average res-
idential utility bills behind the gates in
Rancho Murieta —covering water, waste-
water, drainage, solid waste and patrol
services — could jump by about 31.5%,
or roughly $92 per month, under a pre-
liminary Rancho Murieta Community
Services District budget proposal.

Finance and Administration Director
Cecilia Min told the district’s Finance
Committee on March 12 that the aver-
age residential bill would increase from
$292.11 to $384.18 under the proposed
2026-27 budget. The district currently
serves about 2,917 service connections
in Rancho Murieta, though rates vary by
property type.

The proposed increase is driven largely
by rising operating and administrative
costs — projected to increase by about
$2.55 million next year — as well as the
district’s effort to rebuild reserves, rather
than by any specific new development
project.

Proposition 218 Notice

Committee members asked numer-
ous questions about the cost increases,
but ultimately agreed to forward the draft
budget and rate structure to the full board
for review at its March 18 meeting before
staff mails the required Proposition 218
notice.

The notice — which must be mailed by
March 31 — informs property owners of
the proposed increase and establishes the
maximum rates the board could adopt.
Final rates may be lower but not higher.

Min stressed that the draft was not the
final budget.

“This is a proposed budget. It’s not
approved. It’s a draft, and the actual bud-
get that we will be confirming is going to
be in May and June,” she told the commit-
tee. “So this is just a proposal. Everything
can still be changed, and this is for the
purpose of finding out what our rate
should be.”

Over the next two months, staff expects
to receive more precise figures on items
like insurance, including dam and levee

Finance and Administration Director Cecilia Min outlines how she used zero-based budgeting
to build the proposed 2026-27 budget and rate increases.

coverage, and other major contracts, and
will continue refining the numbers before
the board adopts a final budget.

Zero-Based Budgeting

Min also explained why she used zero-
based budgeting this year instead of the
traditional “last year plus a few percent”
approach. Prior budgets were built on
incomplete and error-prone financial data,
she said, with inconsistent account coding.
Many invoices were recorded when paid
rather than when the cost was incurred,
distorting month-end and year-end finan-
cial results.

Because of that, Min said she and her
team started from zero, creating a new
budget by reviewing the last year and
a half of vendor invoices to determine
which expenses would be needed next
year. She said the ground-up approach,
though labor-intensive, was necessary to
avoid simply rolling forward past mis-
takes and underbudgeting key costs again.

Min said most of the increase is driven
by sharply higher operating and adminis-
trative costs. The draft budget also adds
three new positions and increases the
monthly reserve contribution for water
and wastewater from $16 to $21.

“I’m proposing a $5 increase because

we do need to prop up our reserves,” she
said.

Operational Costs

On the operations side, Min pointed to
sharp increases in chemical prices, more
frequent emergency repairs, and the need
to rent equipment such as vector trucks,
bypass pumps, generators, and excava-
tors to maintain the district’s aging water,
sewer and drainage infrastructure. Rising
costs for mandatory laboratory testing and
upgrades to the district’s SCADA con-
trol system are also contributing to higher
expenses. Additional maintenance parts,
tools, staff training and licensing require-
ments are further driving up operational
costs. The estimated increase totals $1.644
million.

Administrative Costs

On the administrative side, Min cited
major increases in insurance premi-
ums — including new coverage for dams
and levees — as well as higher retiree
and benefit costs, including retiree ben-
efit obligations and employee health
plans that turned out to be far greater
than earlier budgets assumed. She also
pointed to increased legal and compli-
ance expenses related to water rights,

developer agreements and facility service
agreements, as well as governance costs,
including the upcoming board election
and training for new directors.

Additional expenses include a long-de-
layed strategic planning effort and
upgrades to administrative systems,
including moving the district’s Great
Plains accounting system to a cloud host,
adding backup internet service, and clean-
ing up and digitizing decades of paper
records. Altogether, administrative costs
are projected to increase by $890,831.

Min again emphasized that the Prop.
218 notice will show the maximum
potential rate — the legal ceiling — not a
guaranteed final rate, and that as better
cost information comes in over the next
two months, the board will still have the
opportunity to reduce rates or adjust line
items before adopting the final budget and
rates in June.

Past Rate Increases

Min said earlier rate increases were too
modest and did not keep pace with ris-
ing costs, forcing the district to rely more
heavily on property tax revenue to support
operations rather than building reserves
for future infrastructure needs.

She also showed a graphic indicat-
ing that the average residential water bill
rose from about $209 per month in 2021
to about $283 in 2025, an increase of
roughly $73, or 35%, over five years.

“Across the water utility sector, costs
have been rising for several years, yet
typical rate increases have been only
$20 to $30 per month,” Min said. “Those
increases don’t even cover health plan
premiums alone. ... So if we continue to
do a 3.5% increase, we’re never going to
balance our budgets.

“These rising costs are not just affecting
us; every utility in Northern California is
going through the same thing,” Min said
after the meeting. “We can’t run a deficit.
We can’t skip needed repairs.”

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee is made up
of Board President John Merchant,
Director Bill Gere, Director of Finance
and Administration Cecelia Min, Interim
General Manager Amelia Wilder, Interim
Operations Manager Travis Bohannon
and other staff. The committee reviews
financial issues in depth and reports its
recommendations to the full board.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com
and on Facebook. *

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris
The End Is in Sight

Things are happening in Sactown and not
every Kings fan is happy. Yes, even though
our hometown ballers have won five out
of the last eight games, there are long time
Kings fans that aren’t entirely thrilled.

This is because with each win the Kings
statistically have a lesser chance of garnish-
ing the No. 1 pick, or even a top four pick
in the upcoming NBA draft.

So, what’s the option. To intentionally
try to lose a game. | hope our team never
stoops to such measures. Tanking is a mat-
ter left better to the commissioner’s office,
and | have no doubt Adam Silver has
ideas to fix the problem. In the meantime,
playing the youngsters and getting a look
at as many players as possible, all while
giving it their best effort is why fans are
buying tickets.

Sunday afternoon saw a raucous Golden
One Arena heartily applauding a consistent
effort by the Kings as hometown favorite
Malik Monk decided to put on a show, scor-
ing 32 points and adding six assists to boot.

Devin Carter, finally getting a chance to
play on a consistent basis, chipped in with
16 points, five rebounds, and three assists.

Maxime Raynaud added a double-dou-
ble with 22 points and 10 rebounds and has
been winning fans literally all season with
his consistent play.

The question remains can he complement
Domantas Sabonis and play alongside him,
or will he become just a capable backup for
Sabonis when he’s not on the floor.

Although I wish nothing but good things
for Raynaud, I think the Kings have found
a good backup center for years to come, but
I’m not seeing the shot blocking ability that
| would like to see from a 7-footer.

In the 126-122 win over the Brooklyn
Nets the fans got to see newcomer Patrick
Baldwin perform, and Patrick wasted no
time in putting up nine points and shooting
three for four from 3-point land.

Doug McDermott did the same and the
Kings will be faced with some uncom-
fortable decisions in the off season as they
make decisions on who to keep and who to
let go. Sadly, McDermott’s 3-point shooting
could have been used all season, but coach
Christie relegated this talented sharpshooter

to the bench for the majority of the season
for reasons that have never been very clear.

Yes. Decisions will be made and not all
Kings fans are going to like them. Names
like Precious Achiuwa, Dylan Cardwell,
Devin Carter and others are not promised
next season, although I believe all the afore-
mentioned need to come back next year.

The draft will be a mystery until the ping
pong balls do their thing but just know this
Kings fans. This year’s draft is deep, and
whether the Kings choose #1 or #7 there is
going to be a player with the talent to make
the Sacramento Kings a better team.

More than anything what this franchise
needs is people that can assess talent bet-
ter than in the past. People that can separate
the wheat from the chaff, the blue chippers
from the pretenders.

Please, no more Marvin Bagleys or
Thomas Robinsons. Surely, we can do
better than the past has seen, and I’m con-
vinced we will.

So, have heart Kings fans and let’s con-
tinue to put our hands together for players
like Russell Westbrook that is breaking
all-time records right in front of our home-
town fans!

Westbrook has been a bright spot all sea-
son and has done everything asked of him.

I’m hoping the younger players have
been paying attention because there is
much to learn from this can’t miss future
hall-of-famer.

Here’s some positive but | believe very
accurate news.

The Sacramento Kings are closer
to becoming a playoff team than the
NBA expects.

I don’t like to dog on a coaching staff, but
with the talent the Kings have and even in
spite of the bad luck they’ve had with inju-
ries, this team should have won 30 games.

Coach Christie is like a young rookie
finding his way, but he has to do better
than spout out that the Kings must play
tough defense.

Start with being a better free-throw
shooting team and take it from there.

Let’s stick together and look forward to a
winning 2027!

All the best! *

It's Supposed to be a Race for Governor, but
Candidates and Voters Seem Disengaged

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The shortage and costs
of housing are, by any
rational standard, one of
California’s most pressing
issues, which is why sev-
eral thousand advocates of
affordable shelter gathered
in Sacramento last week to
ponder potential solutions.

Housing California, the
event’s sponsor, invited
candidates for governor to
participate in a panel dis-
cussion of how they would
approach the housing crisis.

Neither of the two
Republican candidates,
Steve Hilton and Chad
Bianco, appeared, which
was not surprising given
the left-leaning tenor of
the event.

It was, however, odd
that only four of the eight
Democratic candidates
showed up, since it was a
terrific opportunity for them
to impress a large audience
of political activists, with
just a few weeks remaining
before voters begin marking
and mailing their ballots for
the June 2 primary election.

Of the four who partici-
pated in the housing panel,
just one candidate, billion-
aire Tom Steyer, is in the
top tier of candidates, as
revealed in a new poll by the
UC-Berkeley’s Institute of
Governmental Studies, with
just barely 10% support.

The other three — state
school Superintendent Tony
Thurmond, former Los

Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and former
state Controller Betty Yee
— collectively garnered
just 6% support among
the sample of voters, with
Thurmond and Yee at
1% each.

Although California is a
thoroughly blue state, the
two Republicans were 1 and
2 in the poll, thus feeding
worries among Democratic
leaders that they could
wind up that way in the
June 2 voting if none of the
Democrats catches fire.

Among the Democrats,
Congressman Eric Swalwell
and former Congresswoman
Katie Porter polled high-
est at 13% each, followed
by Steyer at 10%, for-
mer Attorney General
Xavier Becerra at 5%, with
Villaraigosa and San Jose
Mayor Matt Mahan at 4%.

Mark DiCamillo, direc-
tor of the poll, told the Los
Angeles Times he is stunned
by how fragmented and dis-
engaged voters are about
choosing the state’s next
governor.

“This is historic for me,”
DiCamillo said, “and espe-
cially given that none of
the candidates have really
a positive image rating
with voters, also startling.
I mean, perhaps one of the
reasons why voters are dis-
engaged, they’re just not
enthusiastic about any of
the candidates. They’re
kind of sleepwalking to
this election.”

The lethargic nature of
the contest is also demon-
strated by the inability of
the California Federation
of Unions to settle on one
Democrat, instead giving
endorsements to four of
the eight.

One could say, therefore,
that the passive attitude of
candidates vis-a-vis this

week’s housing conference
captures the broader lack of
enthusiasm among candi-
dates and voters.

This should be a refer-
endum on how California
deals with not only hous-
ing and homelessness but
the many other issues that
Gavin Newsom will leave
behind when he exits the
office next January, almost
certainly embarking on a
quest for the White House.

However, the guber-
natorial campaign so far
has revealed very few dif-
ferences among the eight
Democratic candidates on
those issues, nor any truly
novel proposals. In response
to questions about hous-
ing, homelessness, health
care and living costs, the
four who did participate in
Thursday’s panel generally
responded that they would
spend a lot more money
and impose new taxes on
corporations and wealthy
Californians to pay for it.

Given the paucity of new
ideas and the overall leth-
argy, one could almost
hope that Hilton and Bianco
do finish 1-2 and give the
state a Republican gover-
nor for the first time in two
decades. The Capitol con-
flict that would ensue as a
GOP governor battles with
a Legislature dominated by
Democrats would at least
be interesting.

It would be karmic justice
for a Democratic Party that
apparently is incapable of
generating enough energy to
power a light bulb.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *
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Burn Piles Part of Broader Vegetation Clearance Work

CAL FIRE crews ignite burn piles next to the Rancho Murieta Community Services District wastewater treatment plant on
March 12. It is part of a district-wide effort to clear overgrown vegetation and reduce fire risk. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta

Community Services District

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - A collaborative
effort between the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District and repre-
sentatives of the Cosumnes
Irrigation Association is
helping to clear overgrown
vegetation, reduce fire fuel
and improve access along
the CIA ditch: one import-
ant example of a broader,
ongoing maintenance effort
across the community.

CIA Ditch

The work along the CIA
Ditch grew out of discus-
sions in 2025 between
district staff and CIA rep-
resentatives, including
Rancho Murieta Properties
project manager Jeff
Pearson, to address veg-
etation buildup along the
channel and adjacent prop-
erty. The ditch, which
conveys water from the
Cosumnes River to Laguna
Joaquin and downstream
ranches, had sections
where dense growth lim-
ited access and increased
fire risk.

Pearson and CSD
Utility Supervisor Corey
Carskaddon worked
together to identify the
overgrown and impacted
areas along the ditch where
CAL FIRE inmate crews
could remove heavy brush
and create burn piles to
reduce accumulated veg-
etation. The burn piles are
formed from the cut brush
and vegetation, allowing
crews to consolidate excess
material as part of fuel-re-
duction efforts.

Creating burn piles from
removed vegetation allows
crews to manage that mate-
rial on site, with the piles
typically burned later
under controlled conditions
when weather and air-qual-
ity regulations allow.

Crews began work in
December and, as con-
ditions allowed, cleared
sections stretching from
the Granlees Dam area
to the lower Rancho
Murieta Country Club
lot. Additional work is
expected to continue
toward the Highway 16
crossing as crews become
available.

The Cosumnes Irrigation
Association, a partnership

between the CSD and pri-
vate landowners, owns and
operates Granlees Dam
and the CIA Ditch. The
district holds roughly a
one-third ownership inter-
est and is responsible for
operating, maintaining and
managing the ditch, with
costs shared with the part-
ners: Brianne and Kyriakos
Tsakopoulos, the new own-
ers of the Anderson Ranch;
Carol Anderson Ward, the
owner of equestrian center
and hotel and the principal
investor in Rancho Murieta
Properties; and Pearson,
who is the RMP property
manager.

“This work is another
example of a partner-
ship working together to
both benefit the interests
of the partnership and the
community as a whole,”
Pearson said. “We look for-
ward to doing more of this
work in the future.”

Other CSD Projects

According to
Carskaddon, the CIA Ditch
project is part of a much
larger program under-
way throughout Rancho
Murieta that is designed
to improve system

performance by clearing
channels and outfalls that
can become clogged with
vegetation, while also
reducing fuel loads that
contribute to wildfire risk.

The CAL FIRE inmate
crews have worked at
numerous locations:
Greens Park, Riverview
Park, Lost Lake Basin,
near the wastewater treat-
ment plant, along the
drainage ditch by the
equestrian center and at
multiple storm drain out-
falls, basins, levee areas
and lift station sites across
the community.

Carskaddon said that in
his previous experience
with other agencies, pro-
grams like CAL FIRE’s
inmate crews provide par-
ticipants with opportunities
to give back to the commu-
nity while gaining valuable
work experience and skills.
After joining the dis-
trict, he worked with CAL
FIRE to better understand
local crews’ capabilities
and sought — and received
— board approval for the
district to participate in the
program.

While cost efficiency is a
factor, the primary benefit

Burn piles smolder along a section of the CIA Ditch. Photo
courtesy of Rancho Murieta Properties

This image shows a section of the CIA Ditch before clearance
work began. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Properties

The image shows a section of the CIA Ditch after clearance
work was completed. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta

Properties

is the crews’ training and
ability to safely and effec-
tively perform large-scale
vegetation management
and fuel reduction, he said.
The partnership allows the
district to address critical
maintenance needs more
efficiently than it could
with existing staff alone.
“Overall, this has been
a very positive and pro-
ductive collaboration: one
that supports infrastructure
maintenance, reduces fire

risk and provides meaning-
ful community benefits,”
Carskaddon said.

With more work planned
in the coming weeks, the
district expects to con-
tinue using the program
to address maintenance
needs throughout Rancho
Murieta as conditions and
crew availability allow.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on
Facebook. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-685-5533

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
«Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

*Fencing *Fans *Decks

repair & any construction

Quality work guaranteed!

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing

*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring *Trim base-
board «Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
eLighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
Framing and more!
All phases of home

needed- Big or small.

Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

® Brakes

e Transmission Service

Elk Grove

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine
 QOil Changes Light Diagnosis
* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection * Tune-Up

o Safety Inspection e Batteries

* Brake &

* 30, 60, 90K Service

e ROOF REPAIR

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Se Habla
Espanol

e NEW ROOFS

CELL 209.810.6233

Surrounding Areas
3DR CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured
GUI\IIFRETE (916)287-6164
All your

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station
Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

concrete needs.
Bobcat services,

driveway repair.
Comm. & Res.
Lic. # 968987
Insured

(209) 570-7304

YARD
CLEANUP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

A

Elk Grove Bivd

\

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
« ROOF REPAIR

INSTALL

*SEAMLESS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

* OVERLAY ROOF
*DRY ROT REPAIR

GUTTER INSTALL

Fence repair

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Call for free estimate
916-271-7265

Visit: mpg8.com

Construction Work

GARRY CONSTRUCTION

Free Estimates Lic. #558941

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing,
Sheetrock, Painting, Concrete,
Redwood Decks, Roofing,
Kitchen/Bath Remodel

Jim Garry General Building Contractor
garryconstruction@sbcglobal.net
916-486-1871 916-835-1735 cell

Yard Sale? Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing
Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting
Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

FOREMAN/OPERATOR

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M. WE ARE
BONDED
AND INSURED

LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Michael- 916-747-9667

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

sLaser Grading & Dozer work Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail s+Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes «Trenching eIrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Bill- 916-869-1019

Advertise in
your local
community

newspaper

Visit: mpg8.com

Call (916) 685-5533
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

4750% 505% 5.500% 568% 14650 Cantova Way, St. 204

180 Monthly Payments of $7.78 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.68 per $1,000 Borrowed Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your
Insurance Needs
— In Business

ELK GROVE * 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. « 916-685-3936 Since 1984
RANCHO MURIETA 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON » 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200

Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00, License #: 0678249
primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase. | ;
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms. Call today for a policy review and quote!
LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE (9 1 6) 485_3 2 3 6
. Se Habla
www.eldoradosavingshank.com 800-874-9779 ") 916-402-6021 (Cell)

Edwardjones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 1-year 2-year

425 2 405 2 390 =
| APY* | APY* u APY*

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
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Pick-up & Delivery www.SHANEIl.com Since 1989
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

CALL Jessie -

FREE ESTIMATES Aulo gﬂﬂf?

Tece.

BEST PRICE EXPRESSIONS
Stoms - 200-210-0625 | [ .

@ Family Owned & Operated
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e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning
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(916) 487-8655 SULULELEEE \Wvww.HonorThyElders.com
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Natural Stone Cleaning «Since 1949” 45 5 _305 7

lin
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Little League Celebrates 35 Years
with Festive Opening Day

Continued from page 1
off the 35th anniversary
season.”

This year, the league
includes 305 players across
31 teams, with returning
athletes and many new par-
ticipants taking the field.

Ceremony Blends
Tradition, New
Touches

Once assembled, teams
were introduced one by
one by announcer Dan
Stephens as they ran
through the balloon arch-
way to loud applause. Reid
credited volunteers and
organizers for adding new
touches to the ceremony,
including the tunnel, which
was coordinated by Lizeth
Delgadillo with support
from the Cosumnes River
Elementary PTA.

The ceremony opened
on a patriotic note as
Scout Troop 633 presented
the colors. Seven-year-
old McKenny Cajucom
then delivered a live per-
formance of the national
anthem: a special addition
for the anniversary year.

Reid said the league
chose a live performance
after reviewing a video of
McKenny, who has been
taking singing lessons. Her
family has become deeply
involved in the league,
with both parents serv-
ing on the board, and her
father, Xavier, a Marine
Corps veteran.

Moments later, specta-
tors were asked to look
skyward as a yellow
plane flew overhead in a

ouil

Rocco Vellutini, the league’s youngest player, winds up for the ceremonial first pitch.

crowd-pleasing flyover
arranged by On the Ball
Aviation, with coordina-
tion led by board member
Rob Winter.

Board member Ashley
Fields then led players
and parents in the Little
League pledge, emphasiz-
ing sportsmanship, respect
for umpires and doing
one’s best.

Reid Highlights
Volunteers,
Sponsors, History

Taking the microphone,
Reid welcomed families to
opening day and reflected
on the league’s growth
over the past three and a

wer'8

RESTAURANT & BAR

WENESDAY - SATURDAY
12 PM - 9 PM

SUNDAY

12 PM -8 PM

half decades.

“This is a beautiful
day for baseball and soft-
ball,” he said, noting that
past opening days have
included wind, rain and
even sleet.

Reid thanked volun-
teers, parents, coaches and
managers for the countless
hours that make the season
possible.

He also underscored the
role of sponsors, whose
support helps to keep fees
affordable while fund-
ing field upgrades and
equipment. Opening
day sponsors Randy and
Patty Jenco of Town and
Country Real Estate were

recognized for backing this
year’s ceremony and their
long-standing support of
the league.

Sponsor funding has
helped to deliver improve-
ments, including new
batting cage turf, a mound
on Field 2 and upgraded
sound systems.

Reid also recognized
District 54 for organizing
tournaments and All-Stars,
and praised the league’s
youth umpires, urging fam-
ilies to support and respect
them.

Reflecting on the
league’s history, Reid said
the organization has come
a long way from its early

All 31 teams parade to the ceremony in decorated pickups
and trailers, including the Rangers with their patriotic red,

white and blue theme.

The Mariners run onto the field after the emcee introduces

them.

days on a small field near
the gas station.

“Now we have coaches
and managers who played
here, and grandparents who
helped start the league,” he
said, describing the cur-
rent complex as “the nicest
fields around.”

He also highlighted
recent achievements,
including the 2025 Minors
Bulldogs’ Tournament of
Champions victory and a
milestone season for the
10U softball All-Stars, who
captured a district title and
advanced to sections.

Focus on “Core
Memories’

Reid encouraged fam-
ilies to focus on what
matters most.

“This is about making
core memories,” he said,
pointing to a full slate of

games scheduled for open-
ing day and throughout the
season.

Continuing a league tra-
dition, the ceremonial first
pitch was thrown by the
youngest player, Rocco
Vellutini, and the oldest
player, Billy Baiz, symbol-
izing the full span of the
league’s players.

The celebration con-
cluded with a community
hot-dog lunch sponsored
by the league and served
by the Kiwanis Club of
Rancho Murieta, before
players and families
headed off to the day’s
games.

“With that, let’s have a
great season of baseball,”
Reid said. “Thank you all
for all that you do ... and
let’s play ball.”

View more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. %
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