
By Stephen B. Clazie

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The March 
13 issue of both the Land Park News 
and the Pocket News featured a 
front-page story about a lone turkey 
roosting on the roof of Sacramento 
Fire Station 13 at 6135 Gloria Drive. 
Fire crews on different shifts offered 
various names: Fred or Tony, but 
“Frank” stuck.

The story recounted how Frank 
quickly established his territory at 

the nearby intersection. Despite the 
presence of a perfectly good traffic 
signal, he appointed himself traffic 
controller. Firefighters inside the sta-
tion would hear eruptions of honking 
horns. When they stepped outside, 
they often found Frank planted 
squarely in the roadway, cars frozen 
in every direction.

He had strong opinions about vehi-
cles. Brown UPS trucks and the 
neighborhood mail carrier ranked 
high on his list of offenders. No one 

ever clocked his speed, but Frank 
could match the posted limit while 
charging down the center of the 
street, wings flapping, feathers flying 
and drivers retreating.

In January, Frank was struck by a 
car and broke his left wing, ending 
his rooftop flights. The Station 13 
crew made him a bed near the rear 
door and kept an eye on him. He con-
tinued to forage in Reichmuth Park, 
supplemented by breadcrumbs from 

City of Sacramento  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Sacramento filmmakers 
and production companies 
can now apply for grants 
that help offset production 
costs and support film and 
television projects shot in 
the city.

Administered by the 
Sacramento Film + Media 
office and funded by 
Measure U, the grant pro-
gram is now in its fifth year 
supporting productions 
filmed in Sacramento.

“This  program has 
helped Sacramento film-
makers bring their projects 
to life over the past several 
years,” said Sacramento 
F i l m  C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Jennifer West. “Continuing 
to invest in local pro-
ductions strengthens our 
creative economy, sup-
ports local crews and 
businesses, and keeps film 
activity growing in our 

community.”
Applications close May 

15. Up to six production 
grants of $10,000 and up to 
two post-production grants 
of $5,000 will be awarded 
across two grant rounds.

Grant funds can be 
used to subsidize permit 

fees, offset the cost of 
safety personnel and reim-
burse qualified production 
expenses incurred in the 
city.

Launched in 2021, 
the  f i lm grant  pro-
gram has awarded more 
than $302,500 across 38 

projects filmed or produced 
in Sacramento. Supported 
productions have included 
a range of projects featur-
ing diverse casts, crews 
and storylines.

To qualify, productions 
must film at least 50% of 
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City of Sacramento 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- State officials have 
awarded the City of 
Sacramento $2.5 million to 
support equity efforts in the 
local cannabis industry.

The funding comes 
from the Cannabis Equity 
Grants Program for Local 
Jurisdictions, administered 
by the Governor’s Office 
of Business and Economic 
Development (Go-Biz). 
Sacramento received the 
second largest allocation 
from the program’s $15 
million statewide funding 
pool, behind Los Angeles.

The city previously 
received this funding, 
which has helped support 
participants in the city’s 
Cannabis Opportunity 
Reinvestment and Equity 
(CORE) program.

“This grant expands 
the support available to 
CORE participants as 
they navigate the cannabis 
industry and build sus-
tainable businesses,” said 
Al Romero-Gibu, who 
leads the city’s Office of 
Cannabis Management.

The grant funding will 
provide technical assis-
tance and business support 
for CORE participants. 
Services may include 
guidance on legal and 
regulatory compliance, 
accounting and taxes, con-
struction and architecture, 
security planning, market-
ing and branding, human 
resources and labor mat-
ters, and commercial real 
estate.

The city established the 
CORE program in 2018 
to help reduce barriers to 
entry in the local cannabis 
industry. 

The  p rogram pro-
vides training, mentoring, 
financial assistance and 
other support to indi-
viduals affected by the 
disproportionate enforce-
ment of cannabis-related 
laws.

Sacramento is one of 
14 jurisdictions across 
California to receive local 
equity funding from the 
state this year.

The city also continues 
to expand its local canna-
bis regulatory framework. 
In 2024, the City Council 
approved a pilot program 
for cannabis social con-
sumption and the city is 
developing regulations 
for cannabis consumption 
lounges and related zoning 
updates.

For more information 
about the CORE program, 
visit sacramentocore.org. 
� H

City Receives 
Grant to Support 
Cannabis Equity

Frank Returns by a Wing and a Prayer

By a wing and a prayer, Frank, the beloved neighborhood turkey known to frequent the intersection near Sacramento Fire 
Station 13, has been spotted again following fears he may have taken his final roost. Courtesy photo

Film Grants Return to Boost Local Productions

The city recently announced that its Film and Media Department is accepting applications for 
grants available to local filmmakers and production companies, funded by the voter-approved 
half-cent sales tax, Measure U. Photo courtesy of City of Sacramento
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Celebrate the VW Split-Window on a Sunday
Story and photos  
by J.G. Wirt

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Since the 2023 
closure of Sacramento 
Raceway Park on Excelsior 
Road, and the end of the 
Bugorama, fans of classic 
and custom Volkswagens 
have had fewer opportuni-
ties to find their wheels of 
choice gathered in large 
numbers.

But for bus people, the 
twice-yearly gathering of 
the Society of Transporter 
Owners (SOTO) helps to 
fill the gap, bringing VW 
fans together to compare 
rides and talk shop. The 
club lives for split-win-
dow buses, vans, campers, 
trucks and specialty vehi-
cles, from family haulers 
to rigs for tradespeople and 
emergency crews.

The free March 29 gath-
ering in Carmichael will 
include resurrected barn- 
and field-finds, lucky 
survivors and meticulously 
restored classics. And these 
are cherished vehicles with 
plenty of history. 

T h e  S O TO  g a t h -
e r i n g  a l l o w s  o n l y 
split-window transporters, 
those from 1950 to 1967. 
After that, Volkswagen 
began with the “bay-win-
dow” model ,  whose 
flatter face wasn’t quite as 
cartoon-friendly-looking. 

The SOTO members’ 
air-cooled, rear-engined 
rides can range from orig-
ina l  low-horsepower 
flat-four motivation on 
up to bored-out, custom 
100-plus-horsepower mills 
that add a good dose of 
oomph. 

S o m e  o w n -
ers also modify their 
suspensions and swap their 

original transmissions for 
“freeway-flyer” gearing 
so they can keep up with 
traffic.

One big thing these days 
is VW vans with original 
shop logos on the sides. 
Windowless vans allowed 
for billboard-size ads for 
tradespeople and deliv-
ery drivers, and transporter 

enthusiasts are always on 
the lookout for original 
paint.

 In Carmichael, there 
might even be a VW fire 
truck, an ambulance or 
a ladder truck (bring the 
kids.)

The SOTO meet hap-
pens from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday, March 29 at 

Milagro Centre, 6241 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. in Carmichael. 

Stop by early and wan-
der the rows. Praise the 
patina. 

Have a look inside. You 
might catch a whiff of wet 
dog and scorched oil. Tell 
the club members about 
that old bus your cool 
uncle once had. Buy a 

T-shirt. � H

The Society of Transporter Owners’ Spring Meet is Sunday, 
March 29 at Milagro Centre in Carmichael. 

This early transporter is customized with flip-up “safari” 
windows, foglamps and a roof rack.

This early Volkswagen’s panel advertises a fishing shop.

This 13-window Deluxe model has flip-up “safari” windows in front and extra corner windows 
in the rear.
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City of Sacramento News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The city’s 
Front Street Animal Shelter recently 
released its 2025 Annual Report, detail-
ing the year’s successful programs and 
accomplishments. 

Throughout the year, thousands of ani-
mals came through the shelter’s doors in 
need of safety, medical care and a second 
chance.

Many more animals were supported 
through community outreach and preven-
tion services such as the free community 
microchip and vaccination clinics, which 
provided service to over 5,000 community 
animals last year.

A few highlights from 2025 include: 
3,380 dogs and 2,472 cats were adopted; 
1,724 lost pets were reunited with their 
families; and 803 volunteers donated more 
than 80,000 hours of their time.

“Every adoption, reunion and life 
saved is possible because of this commu-
nity,” said Animal Care Services Manager 

Phillip Zimmerman. “From the staff and 
officers who care for animals each day to 
the volunteers, fosters and supporters who 
stand beside us, you are the reason hope is 
possible for Sacramento’s animals.”

Last year, Front Street Animal Shelter 
continued its mission of caring for 
Sacramento’s animals while expanding 
programs like the Homeless Outreach and 
Assistance Program (HOAP) that help 
pets and their families stay together. In 
2025, 1,888 pets, a 43% increase from 
the prior year, were provided with care 
such as medical exams and preventative 
treatments.

In addition, programs like Doggie Day 
Out were expanded to offer Jog-a-dog, and 
Pups and PJs, to give community mem-
bers the opportunity to take a dog out of 
the shelter for a day or night. These pro-
grams help dogs decompress and increases 
their chances of adoption.

To learn more about these programs and 
how to get involved, community members 
can visit frontstreetshelter.org. � H

Front Street Animal Shelter Highlights Efforts in Annual Report

In a recent news release, the city highlighted the Front Street Animal Shelter’s efforts in 
animal control and care over the past year, citing its annual report, which includes thousands 
of adoptions, reunions of lost pets with their owners and hours of volunteer service. Photo 
courtesy of City of Sacramento

firefighters and birdseed from a neighbor-
hood resident who stopped by regularly.

Near the end of February, Frank was 
attacked by a dog. The last sighting of 
the now-grounded traffic officer was of 
him running at full speed away from the 
station.

Frank had become more than a familiar 
face; he was a neighborhood legend. 

The story noted that his memory would 
linger long after the bay doors closed each 
night. 

In Southland Park, the children and 
families who came to visit him would not 
soon forget the warmth, laughter and quiet 
joy he brought to their lives. 

Many visitors said they were offering 

prayers for Frank.
Then, exactly one month after the story 

was published, rumors began to circulate: 
Frank was alive!

After the dog attack, everyone assumed 
he couldn’t escape; after all, wild turkeys 
can fly only about a quarter of a mile. 
People wondered if it could really be him, 
and some speculated he may have sur-
vived by a “wing and a prayer.”

Station 13 firefighter Eric Pohl said he 
could hardly believe it. He went for a drive 
and was thrilled to confirm that Frank was, 
indeed, alive. 

It brought to mind a famous line often 
attributed to Mark Twain; one Frank him-
self might appreciate: “The reports of my 
death are greatly exaggerated.” � H

Pictured is Frank the Sacramento Fire Station 13 turkey in a recent sighting. Courtesy photo

Frank Returns by a 
Wing and a Prayer

By Stephen B. Clazie

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Scouting America Troop 
5010 and Pack 259 col-
lected 1,470 food items 
and $289.38 for the South 
Sacramento Interfaith 
Partnership Food Closet 
from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, March 14.

Alyssa Weir-Gonzalez, 
Troop 5010 committee 
chair for the food drive, 
said, “This year’s Scouting 
for Food turned out to be 
another great year, and 
we had wonderful support 
from our partners in Pack 
259 and Elks Lodge 6.” 

In addition to leading the 
food drive, Weir-Gonzalez 
also serves as committee 
chair for both Troop 5010 
and Pack 259.

She added, “Scouts and 
families showed up in 
huge numbers. Members 
collected donations from 
neighborhoods throughout 
the morning, going door to 

door to gather nonperish-
able goods and cash.” 

At the same time, vol-
unteers staffed the sorting 
and collection station at 
Elks Lodge 6, keeping 
operations organized and 
running smoothly.

Troop 5010 is char-
tered by the Golden 
Empire Council, and Weir-
Gonzalez noted, “Elks 
Lodge 6 donates the meet-
ing room we use every 
week and allows us to use 
the lodge as a gathering 
place for events like this.”

The South Sacramento 
Interfaith Partnership 
extended a heartfelt thank-
you to the units and will 
feature their efforts in 
its upcoming newsletter, 
expected in June.

T h e  i m p a c t  o f  a 
drive like this bene-
fi ts  the Greenhaven/
P o c k e t  a n d  S o u t h 
Land Park communities. 

Every can, every box 
and every dollar donated 

helps families who rely on 
the food bank. 

Weir-Gonzalez said, “We 
are very proud of all who 
participated, and we are 
grateful to Pack 259 for 
joining us in making this 
event such a success.”

Scouting for Food is a 
council-wide project aimed 
at helping people in local 
communities who are hun-
gry or in need. Community 
members are encouraged 
to recycle grocery bags 
and fill them with donated 
canned goods.

A scout promises “to 
help other people at all 
times.”

The food closet has 
been based at Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, 5625 
24th St., since 1969. It 
was part of the many ser-
vices offered by the South 
Sacramento Ecumenical 
Parish (SSEP), which was 
formed by representatives 
from seven faith congrega-
tions.� H

Scouts Collect Food for 
Interfaith Food Closet

Standing next to a pickup full of donations, from left, are Lexi Kim, Matthias Gonzalez 
(webmaster for Troop 5010), Bennett Nurmi, Westley Gonzalez, Alexander Avery and Christian 
Olguin. Photo by Alyssa Weir-Gonzalez
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Sacramento County 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors has formally approved 
a generous $359,823.44 donation to 
Sacramento County Bradshaw Animal 
Shelter from the Estate of Robert W. 
Steger. This transformative gift will 
directly support lifesaving care for ani-
mals in our community.

With the Board’s approval, Animal 
Care Services is authorized to accept 
and utilize the full $359,823.44.

Robert W. Steger was a devoted 
cat and dog lover whose generos-
ity reflected his deep compassion for 
animals. Through this extraordinary 
bequest, his legacy will continue to 
make a lasting difference for thousands 
of pets and the families who love them.

“This gift is more than a donation, 
it is a legacy of compassion,” said 
Annette Bedsworth, Director of Animal 
Care Services. “His contribution is truly 
a testament to his kindness and unwav-
ering support for our mission. Because 
of Mr. Steger’s belief in giving ani-
mals a second chance, we will be able 
to expand programs like our MASH 

clinics and provide more spay and neu-
ter services to Sacramento County 
residents. That investment in preven-
tion saves lives and strengthens our 
community.”

Animal Care Services will use these 
funds to expand critical programs like 
MASH, increasing access to spay and 
neuter services across Sacramento 
County. By investing directly in preven-
tion, this gift will help reduce unwanted 

litters, ease shelter overcrowding, and 
keep more pets healthy and at home.

In  accept ing th is  donat ion, 
Sacramento County honors Robert W. 
Steger’s commitment to animal welfare 
and ensures his kindness will continue 
saving lives for years to come.

For more information about 
Sacramento County Bradshaw Animal 
Shelter or to learn how to support its 
mission, visit BradshawShelter.net. 

NAWBO Sacramento 
Valley Chapter 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The Sacramento 
Valley Chapter of the 
National Association of 
Women Business Owners 
(NAWBO) hosted the 30th 
Annual Outstanding Women 
Leaders (OWL) Awards 
Gala on March 7 at the 
Sheraton Grand in down-
town Sacramento. 

For three decades, the 
OWL Gala has honored and 
celebrated the top achievers 
among women entrepre-
neurs, along with corporate, 
government and community 
leaders who have advanced 
the status of women in our 
region.

“The OWL Gala rep-
resents what NAWBO 
stands for – celebrating 
achievement, fostering con-
nection and empowering the 
next generation of women 
leaders,” said Christina 
Dixon, board president 
of NAWBO Sacramento 
Valley. "Our 30th anniver-
sary event is a powerful 
reminder of how far we've 
come and the limitless 
potential ahead.”  

KFBK news anchor Kitty 
O’Neal returned for her 30th 
time as host of this elegant 
evening, designed to support 
women business leaders 
past, present and future.

2026 Outstanding 
Women Leader (OWL) 
Categories and Finalists:

L e s l i e  B o s s e m a n , 

co-founder/owner/pre-
school director,  The 
Makers Place/Lead with 
Intention took home 
the Woman Innovator 
Award, which recognizes 
a trailblazer in her field in 
innovation and industry 
advancement.

The Woman in Public 
Service Award, which 
Honors a woman serving 
in a government or pub-
lic service role (elected 
o r  appo in t ed )  who 
demonstrates exemplary 
leadership and advocates 
for positive change for 
women in business went 
to Senator Anquelique 
Ashby, who was not pres-
ent at the gala. 

The Executive Woman 
Award which honors an 
executive-level profes-
sional with no ownership 
interest who demonstrates 
exceptional leadership and 
community involvement 
went to American River 
College President Dr. Lisa 
Cardoza. 

Lisa  Culp,  execu-
tive director, Women's 
Empowerment took home 
the Impact Award, which 
celebrates a woman leader 
who has made a demon-
strated impact on the 
economic advancement of 
women in the region.

The Woman on the 
Way Award, which hon-
ors a businesswoman in 
operation for less than 
five years showing strong 
potential for sustained 
growth and leadership 

went to Lydia Belaski, 
owner, charQterie.

The  Wise  Woman 
Award, which acknowl-
edges a woman business 
owner with 10-plus years 
of success and leader-
ship in her industry went 
to Allison Otto, pres-
ident and CEO, Otto 
Construction.

The Rising Star Award 
which recognizes an 

outstanding young woman 
in high school or col-
lege who demonstrates 
leadership, initiative and 
potential to make a lasting 
impact in business, com-
munity or public service 
went to Lyrik Robinson, 
Visions in Educations 
Charter School. 

About NAWBO
Founded in 1975, the 

National Association 

of  Women Business 
Owners (NAWBO) is 
the unified voice of 
over 12 million wom-
en-owned businesses 
in the United States 
representing the fast-
est growing segment of 
the economy. To learn 
more about NAWBO 
S a c r a m e n t o  Va l l e y 
Chapter  vis i t  www.
NAWBO-Sac.org.  

Local Women Business Owners Honored at NAWBO Gala
Celebrating Three Decades of Women’s Leadership Excellence in Sacramento Valley

The Rising Star Award which 
recognizes an outstanding 
young woman in high school 
or college who demonstrates 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n i t i a t i v e 
and potential to make a 
lasting impact in business, 
community or public service 
went to Lyrik Robinson, 
Visions in Educations Charter 
School. Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

The Executive Woman 
Award which honors an 
executive-level professional 
w i t h  n o  o w n e r s h i p 
interest who demonstrates 
exceptional leadership and 
community involvement 
went to American River 
College President Dr. Lisa 
Cardoza.  Photo courtesy of  
Tia Gemmell

Lisa Culp, execut ive 
d i r e c t o r,  W o m e n ' s 
Empowerment took home 
the Impact Award, which 
ce lebrates  a  woman 
leader who has made a 
demonstrated impact on 
the economic advancement 
of women in the region. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

Lydia Belaski, Woman on the 
Way award recipient pictured 
with husband Jeff Belaski.  
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

The Wise Woman Award, 
which acknowledges a 
woman business owner with 
10-plus years of success and 
leadership in her industry 
went to Allison Otto, president 
and CEO, Otto Construction. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

From left: Incoming NAWBO 
Board President Nicole 
Townsend, event MC, Kitty 
O’Neal, KFBK and current 
Board President Christine 
Dixon. Photo  courtesy  of  
Tia Gemmell

Leslie Bosseman, co-founder/
owner/preschool director, 
The Makers Place/Lead with 
Intention took home the 
Woman Innovator Award, 
which recognizes a trailblazer 
in her field in innovation and 
industry advancement. Giving 
the award to Leslie was Dave 
Tamayo, SMUD Board, Ward 6. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

SMUD held a live auction at the NAWGO Gala on March 7. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
Approves Gift to Animal Care 

Animal Care Services will use these funds to expand critical programs like MASH, 
increasing access to spay and neuter services across Sacramento County. Photo courtesy 
of Sacramento County

Methodist Hospital Achieves Patient Safety Excellence Award 
Dignity Health 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Dignity 
Health Methodist Hospital of 
Sacramento announced that it 
has achieved the 2026 Patient 
Safety Excellence Award™ from 
Healthgrades, the No. 1 site 
Americans use to find a doctor 
or hospital. This award reflects 
Methodist Hospital’s commit-
ment to safe, patient-centered 
care and puts the organization in 
the top 10 percent of hospitals 
nationwide for patient safety for 
a second year in a row.

Alongside this national rec-
ognition for patient safety, 
Methodist Hospital was recipi-
ent of numerous accolades based 
on its exceptional performance 
in key service areas. In cardiac 
care, the hospital earned Five-
Star Recipient for Treatment of 
Heart Failure for two years in a 

row (2025-26). In critical care, 
it was recognized as a Five-
Star Recipient for Treatment of 
Sepsis (2026). These achieve-
ments further underscore the 
organization’s commitment to 
delivering compassionate, indi-
vidualized care at every step of the 
patient journey.

“We are immensely proud of 
these significant Healthgrades 
achievements, including our 
ongoing national recognition 
for patient safety, Five-Star rat-
ings for Heart Failure and 
Sepsis, and the 2025 Patient 
Safety Excellence Award,” said 
Phyllis Baltz, President and CEO 
of Dignity Health Methodist 
Hospital of Sacramento. “These 
honors signify our team's 
steadfast focus on delivering 
outstanding outcomes and an 
exceptional care experience. It's 
truly a testament to the dedica-
tion of our entire staff in making 

patient safety and quality our top 
priorities.”

M e thod i s t  Hosp i t a l  o f 
Sacramento’s  achievement 
is based solely on what mat-
ters most: patient outcomes. To 
determine the national leaders 
in patient safety, Healthgrades 
evaluated risk-adjusted compli-
cation and mortality rates from 
approximately 4,500 hospitals 
nationwide across 13 patient 
safety indicators (PSIs), with 
each PSI representing a serious, 
preventable complication. 

Healthgrades’ annual analysis 
revealed significant performance 
gaps between the nation’s high-
e s t - and  l owes t - ach i ev ing 
facilities, making it increasingly 
important for consumers to seek 
care at a hospital with top safety 
ratings. During the 2022-24 study 
period, 167,228 preventable 
safety events occurred among 
Medicare patients at U.S. 

hospitals, with four PSIs account-
ing for nearly 78 percent of all 
incidents. 

Patients treated at Methodist 
Hospital and other award-win-
ning facilities had a profoundly 
lower risk of experiencing an 
in-hospital fall resulting in frac-
ture (52.4 percent less likely); 
collapsed lung due to a procedure 
in or around the chest (57.5 per-
cent less likely); catheter-related 
bloodstream infections acquired 
in the hospital (67.8 percent less 
likely); and pressure sores or bed 
sores acquired in the hospital 
(71.9 percent less likely).

"The data behind this year’s 
Patient Safety Excellence Award 
highlights how measurable 
improvements in safety can pre-
vent thousands of complications,” 
said Dr. Alana Biggers, MPH, 
medical advisor at Healthgrades. 
“By prioritizing evidence-based 
safe ty  prac t ices ,  Digni ty 

Health Methodist Hospital of 
Sacramento is achieving better 
clinical outcomes and cultivat-
ing a culture where patients come 
first.” 

Where you’re treated matters, 
which is why Healthgrades is 
committed to providing the most 
scientifically accurate informa-
tion about doctors and hospitals, 
with data insights not available 
anywhere else. For additional 
guidance on finding safe, 
high-quality care in 2026, visit 
healthgrades.com.  

Statistics are calculated from 
Healthgrades’ Patient Safety 
Excellence Award Methodology, 
which is based primarily on 
AHRQ technical specifications 
(Version 2025.0.1) to MedPAR 
data from approximately 4,500 
hospitals for years 2022 through 
2024 and represent three-
year estimates for Medicare 
patients only.  

March is National 
Social Work Month

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - March is National 
Social Work Month, a time to 
recognize the social workers 
who help families and com-
munities across Sacramento 
County. First celebrated in 
1963, Social Work Month is 
now observed nationwide by 
thousands of social workers 
and their employers each year. 
Sacramento County employs 
hundreds of social workers in 
different departments, including 
the Department of Child, Family 
and Adult Services (DCFAS) 
and the Department of Human 
Assistance (DHA).

This year’s theme, “Social 
Workers:  Uplift .  Defend. 
Transform.”, reflects the role 
social workers play in our 
community.

Uplift: Social workers pro-
vide hope and stability during 
some of life’s most difficult 
moments – supporting chil-
dren, older adults, families in 
crisis and individuals working 

toward self-sufficiency.
Defend: They advocate for 

safety, dignity and access to 
services, ensuring residents are 
treated with fairness and respect.

Transform: Through collab-
oration and innovation, social 
workers connect people to crit-
ical resources and help create 
long-term pathways toward sta-
bility and well-being.

“Social workers exemplify 
professionalism, integrity and 
steadfast dedication in their 
service to children, families 
and adults across Sacramento 
County. Their commitment to 
upholding the well being of 
our community is both com-
mendable and essential. It is 
a privilege to recognize and 
honor the meaningful contribu-
tions they make each day,” said 
Shelby Boston, MSW, director, 
Sacramento County Department 
of Child, Family and Adult 
Services

The dedication of social 
workers extends beyond this 
month – they make a lasting 
impact in the lives of those they 
serve each day of the year. 
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Help! Social Security Reduced 
my Monthly Payment

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My last 
Social Security payment 
decreased by about $400, 
so I went to my online 
SS account and found a 
November  2025  le t t e r 
explaining that my 2024 
tax return showed a greatly 
enlarged AGI (Adjusted 
Gross Income). Thus, SSA 
decided to withdraw mon-
ies, as of Jan 2026, from 
my bank account because 
I’d owed far more monies 
to them!  The letter item-
ized my greatly diminished 
2026 SSA monthly payment, 
explaining should my next 
tax return show a regular 
AGI, then SSA would return 
my SS income to regular 
amounts (and return every 
prior month’s deficits?). 
Said letter also mentioned 
an optional recourse, that of 
compiling an “Appeal” to 
regain my ongoing decreased 
income!  The extra amounts 
now withdrawn for Medicare 
Parts A and D alone are out-
rageously high.  I’m a retired 
senior citizen on a fixed 
income. 

According to SSA, my 
having sold a piece of land in 
2024 allows SSA to decrease 
my SS income!  Has this 
become a common practice 
against USA (senior) citi-
zens? Thank you in advance 
for your input! Signed: 
Feeling Wronged

Dear Feeling Wronged: 
From what you have shared, 
it appears that your SS bene-
fit amount has been affected 
by a provision known as 

“IRMAA” (Income-Related 
M o n t h l y  A d j u s t m e n t 
Amount).  IRMAA isn’t 
really a Social Security 
issue, rather it is a Medicare 
premium thing.  But when 
IRMAA applies, it reduces 
your net Social Security 
payment because Medicare 
premiums are automati-
cally taken from your Social 
Security benefit, thus mak-
ing your net SS payment 
less. If you look at your 
gross Social Security pay-
ment (at your online “my 
Social Security” account) 
you will see that your gross 
SS payment did not change, 
but your Medicare premium 
did, thus affecting your net 
SS payment. 

IRMAA,  e s sen t i a l ly, 
makes Medicare a “means 
tested” program, where those 
with a higher AGI can pay a 
higher Medicare Part B (and 
Part D) premium. However, 
IRMAA is usually based on 
AGI from two years prior 
to the current year (because 
your current AGI informa-
tion isn’t available from the 
IRS when Medicare pre-
miums are determined in 
October of each year).  FYI, 
you may have received a 
notice in the mail in early 
December telling you what 
your 2026 Social Security 
and Medicare  amounts 
would be.  In a nutshell, 
the land you sold in 2024 
apparently increased your 
AGI to exceed the base 
IRMAA thresholds (which 
are $109,000 if you file 
your taxes as a single, or 
$218,000 if you file your 
income tax as “married/
jointly”).  And the IRMAA 
supplements are “progres-
sive” (higher if your AGI is 
more), so if your Medicare 
premiums went up by about 
$400 (about twice the 2026 
standard premium) it’s likely 
that your 2024 AGI was over 
$137,000 if you filed as a 
single (or over $274,000 
if you filed as “married/
jointly). FYI, you can see 
the 2026 IRMAA brackets/

premium amounts at this 
link:  www.ssa.gov/benefits/
medicare/medicare-premi-
ums.html    

A couple of additional 
points:  

• Your Medicare premi-
ums will, indeed, revert to 
the standard amounts for 
2027, if your 2025 AGI 
amount is under the IRMAA 
threshold for your tax filing 
status. 

• There is no premium for 
Medicare Part A (which is 
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization care) because you 
are receiving Social Security 
benefits.  However, there 
is a premium for Part B of 
Medicare (which is cover-
age for outpatient medical 
services), and you must also 
separately pay a premium 
for Part D (which is cover-
age for prescription drugs 
offered by private insurers). 
And these IRMAA supple-
ments apply even if you 
have a Medicare Advantage 
plan from a private insurer. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  y o u r 
only “recourse” is, as SSA 
suggested, to appeal the 
IRMAA supplement, but that 
is usually successful only 
if you can prove you had a 
“life changing event” which 
caused (or will cause) your 
AGI to be less than that used 
to determine your IRMAA 
surcharge.  Your best option 
at this point will likely be 
to appeal using a “Request 
for Reconsideration” (Form 
SSA-561) asking that your 
2026 Medicare premium 
be based on a recent year’s 
(e.g., 2025) lower income.    

Finally, IRMAA isn’t 
really a new thing – it was 
enacted in 2003, effective 
in 2007.  But it does have 
a profound effect on many 
seniors, as I explained in 
this article I recently pub-
lished on the topic: https://
amacfoundation.org/
irmaa-a-medicare-surprise/

This article is intended for 
information purposes only 
and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 

Social Security Matters

The reason why we have 
the Fifth Fleet, one of the 
most awesome naval forc-
es ever assembled in the 
history of mankind, is to 
protect the sea lanes in the 
Middle East. 

That the Strait of Hor-
muz is now effectively 
closed is not just a blow to 
the global economy and a 
key point of leverage for 
the Iranian regime, it is an 
assault against one of the 
foundations of American 
power. 

Guarding the safe pas-
sage of commerce has 
been a core Anglo-Ameri-
can commitment for a cou-
ple of centuries, with the 
baton of naval leadership 
passing from the British to 
the United States around 
the time of World War II.

British naval preemi-
nence in the 19th century 
contributed to the creation 
of the modern world by 
enabling relatively safe 
and inexpensive global 
commerce. We have done 
the same in the post-World 
War II era. 

This has never been an 
entirely altruistic endeav-
or, since -- as two com-
mercially oriented nations 
heavily involved in inter-
national trade -- the U.K. 
and the U.S. benefited 
mightily from the arrange-
ments guaranteed by their 
warships. But so did ev-
eryone else. 

Just consider the glob-
al pain from the current 
effective closure of the 
strait, which is being felt 
at the pump in the U.S. 
and threatens to hammer 
Europe and countries 
throughout Asia. Not just 

oil, but aluminum, fertiliz-
er and any number of other 
products are being affect-
ed. If shipping in the strait 
remains as constrained as 
it is now for months rather 
than weeks, the economic 
damage could become in-
tolerable. 

Iran is the equivalent of 
a piratical Barbary state 
that is managing to under-
mine a defining element 
of American geopolitical 
strategy,  despite the beat-
ing that it is taking other-
wise. We have two carrier 
strike groups in the region, 
representing alone more 
firepower than many na-
tions can muster, and the 
Iranians have some mis-
siles, drones and mines -- 
and yet, they’ve effective-
ly closed the strait and we, 
for now, can’t reopen it.

This is a stark demon-
stration of asymmetrical 
power, and the longer it 
goes on, the more it will 
look like a national hu-
miliation. There’s no one 
who is going to bail us out 
because we have a world-
class navy, whereas our 
allies don’t -- even if they 
wanted to help.

Trump would like to 
muster an international 
force to reopen the strait, 
but Germany has rebuffed 
him, and the Japanese and 
Australians aren’t interest-
ed. France is putting to-
gether a force -- to deploy 
after the end of hostilities. 
Imagine if that had been 
our attitude about the Bat-
tle of Belleau Wood. The 
fact of the matter, though, 
is that allied countries ar-
en’t going to think it’s pos-
sible to reopen the strait if 
we haven’t managed to do 
it on our own. 

Trump’s two basic op-
tions are to seek some 
unsatisfactory accommo-
dation with the Iranians 
that ends in a ceasefire -- 
with the Iranians having 
demonstrated their de facto 
control of one of the most 
consequential waterways 
in the world -- or to break 
their grip on the strait by 
force of arms, perhaps up 
to and including the de-
ployment of ground forces 
to secure the shores of the 
strait. 

Trump seems inclined 
to bludgeon the strait free 
of Iranian control. U.S. of-
ficials say we could begin 
naval escorts in a matter 
of weeks, and they worked 
during the Tanker War be-
tween Iran and Iraq in the 
1980s. 

The great 19th-centu-
ry naval strategist Alfred 
Thayer Mahan argued, 
“Control of the sea by 
maritime commerce and 
naval supremacy means 
predominant influence in 
the world.” This was the 
experience of the British, 
and has been ours for a 
long time. “The necessi-
ty of a navy,” Mahan also 
said, “springs from the 
existence of peaceful ship-
ping and disappears with 
it.”

In the Strait of Hor-
muz right now, peaceful 
shipping has largely dis-
appeared, while we are 
deploying a mighty navy. 
If our forces can’t restore 
free navigation, it will rep-
resent a significant failure 
of a traditional pillar of 
U.S. power.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Iran is Challenging a 
Bedrock of American 
Geopolitical Power

It’s Supposed to be a Race for Governor, but 
Candidates and Voters Seem Disengaged

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The shortage and costs 
of housing are, by any 
rational standard, one of 
California’s most pressing 
issues, which is why sev-
eral thousand advocates of 
affordable shelter gathered 
in Sacramento last week to 
ponder potential solutions.

Housing California, the 
event’s sponsor, invited 
candidates for governor to 
participate in a panel dis-
cussion of how they would 
approach the housing crisis.

Neither of the two 
Republican candidates, 
Steve Hilton and Chad 
Bianco, appeared, which 
was not surprising given 
the left-leaning tenor of 
the event.

It was, however, odd 
that only four of the eight 
Democratic candidates 
showed up, since it was a 
terrific opportunity for them 
to impress a large audience 
of political activists, with 
just a few weeks remaining 
before voters begin marking 
and mailing their ballots for 
the June 2 primary election.

Of the four who partici-
pated in the housing panel, 
just one candidate, billion-
aire Tom Steyer, is in the 
top tier of candidates, as 
revealed in a new poll by the 
UC-Berkeley’s Institute of 
Governmental Studies, with 
just barely 10% support.

The other three — state 
school Superintendent Tony 
Thurmond, former Los 

Angeles Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa and former 
state Controller Betty Yee 
— collectively garnered 
just 6% support among 
the sample of voters, with 
Thurmond and Yee at 
1% each.

Although California is a 
thoroughly blue state, the 
two Republicans were 1 and 
2 in the poll, thus feeding 
worries among Democratic 
leaders that they could 
wind up that way in the 
June 2 voting if none of the 
Democrats catches fire.

Among the Democrats, 
Congressman Eric Swalwell 
and former Congresswoman 
Katie Porter polled high-
est at 13% each, followed 
by Steyer at 10%, for-
mer Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra at 5%, with 
Villaraigosa and San Jose 
Mayor Matt Mahan at 4%.

Mark DiCamillo, direc-
tor of the poll, told the Los 
Angeles Times he is stunned 
by how fragmented and dis-
engaged voters are about 
choosing the state’s next 
governor.

“This is historic for me,” 
DiCamillo said, “and espe-
cially given that none of 
the candidates have really 
a positive image rating 
with voters, also startling. 
I mean, perhaps one of the 
reasons why voters are dis-
engaged, they’re just not 
enthusiastic about any of 
the candidates. They’re 
kind of sleepwalking to 
this election.”

The lethargic nature of 
the contest is also demon-
strated by the inability of 
the California Federation 
of Unions to settle on one 
Democrat, instead giving 
endorsements to four of 
the eight.

One could say, therefore, 
that the passive attitude of 
candidates vis-a-vis this 

week’s housing conference 
captures the broader lack of 
enthusiasm among candi-
dates and voters.

This should be a refer-
endum on how California 
deals with not only hous-
ing and homelessness but 
the many other issues that 
Gavin Newsom will leave 
behind when he exits the 
office next January, almost 
certainly embarking on a 
quest for the White House.

However, the guber-
natorial campaign so far 
has revealed very few dif-
ferences among the eight 
Democratic candidates on 
those issues, nor any truly 
novel proposals. In response 
to questions about hous-
ing, homelessness, health 
care and living costs, the 
four who did participate in 
Thursday’s panel generally 
responded that they would 
spend a lot more money 
and impose new taxes on 
corporations and wealthy 
Californians to pay for it.

Given the paucity of new 
ideas and the overall leth-
argy, one could almost 
hope that Hilton and Bianco 
do finish 1-2 and give the 
state a Republican gover-
nor for the first time in two 
decades. The Capitol con-
flict that would ensue as a 
GOP governor battles with 
a Legislature dominated by 
Democrats would at least 
be interesting.

It would be karmic justice 
for a Democratic Party that 
apparently is incapable of 
generating enough energy to 
power a light bulb.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Things are happening in Sactown and not 
every Kings fan is happy. Yes, even though 
our hometown ballers have won five out 
of the last eight games, there are long time 
Kings fans that aren’t entirely thrilled.

This is because with each win the Kings 
statistically have a lesser chance of garnish-
ing the No. 1 pick, or even a top four pick 
in the upcoming NBA draft.

So, what’s the option. To intentionally 
try to lose a game. I hope our team never 
stoops to such measures. Tanking is a mat-
ter left better to the commissioner’s offi  ce, 
and I have no doubt Adam Silver has 
ideas to fi x the problem. In the meantime,
playing the youngsters and getting a look 
at as many players as possible, all while 
giving it their best eff ort is why fans are 
buying tickets.

Sunday afternoon saw a raucous Golden 
One Arena heartily applauding a consistent 
eff ort by the Kings as hometown favorite 
Malik Monk decided to put on a show, scor-
ing 32 points and adding six assists to boot.

Devin Carter, fi nally getting a chance to 
play on a consistent basis, chipped in with 
16 points, fi ve rebounds, and three assists.

Maxime Raynaud added a double-dou-
ble with 22 points and 10 rebounds and has 
been winning fans literally all season with 
his consistent play.

The question remains can he complement 
Domantas Sabonis and play alongside him, 
or will he become just a capable backup for 
Sabonis when he’s not on the fl oor.

Although I wish nothing but good things 
for Raynaud, I think the Kings have found 
a good backup center for years to come, but 
I’m not seeing the shot blocking ability that 
I would like to see from a 7-footer.

In the 126-122 win over the Brooklyn 
Nets the fans got to see newcomer Patrick 
Baldwin perform, and Patrick wasted no 
time in putting up nine points and shooting 
three for four from 3-point land.

Doug McDermott did the same and the 
Kings will be faced with some uncom-
fortable decisions in the off  season as they 
make decisions on who to keep and who to 
let go. Sadly, McDermott’s 3-point shooting 
could have been used all season, but coach 
Christie relegated this talented sharpshooter 

to the bench for the majority of the season 
for reasons that have never been very clear. 

Yes. Decisions will be made and not all 
Kings fans are going to like them. Names 
like Precious Achiuwa, Dylan Cardwell, 
Devin Carter and others are not promised 
next season, although I believe all the afore-
mentioned need to come back next year.

The draft will be a mystery until the ping 
pong balls do their thing but just know this 
Kings fans. This year’s draft is deep, and 
whether the Kings choose #1 or #7 there is 
going to be a player with the talent to make 
the Sacramento Kings a better team.

More than anything what this franchise 
needs is people that can assess talent bet-
ter than in the past. People that can separate 
the wheat from the chaff , the blue chippers 
from the pretenders. 

Please, no more Marvin Bagleys or 
Thomas Robinsons. Surely, we can do 
better than the past has seen, and I’m con-
vinced we will.

 So, have heart Kings fans and let’s con-
tinue to put our hands together for players 
like Russell Westbrook that is breaking
all-time records right in front of our home-
town fans!

Westbrook has been a bright spot all sea-
son and has done everything asked of him. 

I’m hoping the younger players have 
been paying attention because there is 
much to learn from this can’t miss future 
hall-of-famer.

Here’s some positive but I believe very 
accurate news.

The Sacramento Kings are closer 
to becoming a playoff team than the
NBA expects.

I don’t like to dog on a coaching staff , but 
with the talent the Kings have and even in 
spite of the bad luck they’ve had with inju-
ries, this team should have won 30 games.

Coach Christie is like a young rookie 
finding his way, but he has to do better 
than spout out that the Kings must play
tough defense.

Start with being a better free-throw 
shooting team and take it from there.

Let’s stick together and look forward to a 
winning 2027!

All the best! 

The End Is in Sight

"Chief Warrant Offi-
cer 3 Robert Mar-
zan. A Husband, 
Father, brother, Son 
and most impor-
tantly Hero. He lost 
his life while serving 
and protecting his 
country he loved. 
He was a lifelong 
member of the mil-
itary, a family man 
and loving father. 
His unexpected and 
unfortunate passing left many of his family, friends and fellow service 
members at a loss. This heartbreaking loss is not something the peo-
ple Robert has touched and left his mark on will ever forget. He lost 
his life far too young and leaves behind his wonderful wife, and two 

wonderful children. 
The hope for this fund 
is to help relieve some 
of the travel and hous-
ing expenses associ-
ated with this unfore-
seen tragedy. All funds 
and donations raised 
will go directly to the 
Marzan family. Rest in 
power Robert and may 
we meet again."

Go to  www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-the-marzan-familys-loss 
to make your doanation, or scan the QR code.

Images provided by Go-Fund-Me.
Advertisement donated by  

Messenger Publishing Group and the Elk Grove Citizen

Help the family  
of a local hero

Sacramento County 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors has formally approved 
a generous $359,823.44 donation to 
Sacramento County Bradshaw Animal 
Shelter from the Estate of Robert W. 
Steger. This transformative gift will 
directly support lifesaving care for ani-
mals in our community.

With the Board’s approval, Animal 
Care Services is authorized to accept 
and utilize the full $359,823.44.

Robert W. Steger was a devoted 
cat and dog lover whose generos-
ity reflected his deep compassion for 
animals. Through this extraordinary 
bequest, his legacy will continue to 
make a lasting difference for thousands 
of pets and the families who love them.

“This gift is more than a donation, 
it is a legacy of compassion,” said 
Annette Bedsworth, Director of Animal 
Care Services. “His contribution is truly 
a testament to his kindness and unwav-
ering support for our mission. Because 
of Mr. Steger’s belief in giving ani-
mals a second chance, we will be able 
to expand programs like our MASH 

clinics and provide more spay and neu-
ter services to Sacramento County 
residents. That investment in preven-
tion saves lives and strengthens our 
community.”

Animal Care Services will use these 
funds to expand critical programs like 
MASH, increasing access to spay and 
neuter services across Sacramento 
County. By investing directly in preven-
tion, this gift will help reduce unwanted 

litters, ease shelter overcrowding, and 
keep more pets healthy and at home.

In  accept ing th is  donat ion, 
Sacramento County honors Robert W. 
Steger’s commitment to animal welfare 
and ensures his kindness will continue 
saving lives for years to come.

For more information about 
Sacramento County Bradshaw Animal 
Shelter or to learn how to support its 
mission, visit BradshawShelter.net. 

NAWBO Sacramento 
Valley Chapter 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The Sacramento 
Valley Chapter of the 
National Association of 
Women Business Owners 
(NAWBO) hosted the 30th 
Annual Outstanding Women 
Leaders (OWL) Awards 
Gala on March 7 at the 
Sheraton Grand in down-
town Sacramento. 

For three decades, the 
OWL Gala has honored and 
celebrated the top achievers 
among women entrepre-
neurs, along with corporate, 
government and community 
leaders who have advanced 
the status of women in our 
region.

“The OWL Gala rep-
resents what NAWBO 
stands for – celebrating 
achievement, fostering con-
nection and empowering the 
next generation of women 
leaders,” said Christina 
Dixon, board president 
of NAWBO Sacramento 
Valley. "Our 30th anniver-
sary event is a powerful 
reminder of how far we've 
come and the limitless 
potential ahead.”  

KFBK news anchor Kitty 
O’Neal returned for her 30th 
time as host of this elegant 
evening, designed to support 
women business leaders 
past, present and future.

2026 Outstanding 
Women Leader (OWL) 
Categories and Finalists:

L e s l i e  B o s s e m a n , 

co-founder/owner/pre-
school director,  The 
Makers Place/Lead with 
Intention took home 
the Woman Innovator 
Award, which recognizes 
a trailblazer in her field in 
innovation and industry 
advancement.

The Woman in Public 
Service Award, which 
Honors a woman serving 
in a government or pub-
lic service role (elected 
o r  appo in t ed )  who 
demonstrates exemplary 
leadership and advocates 
for positive change for 
women in business went 
to Senator Anquelique 
Ashby, who was not pres-
ent at the gala. 

The Executive Woman 
Award which honors an 
executive-level profes-
sional with no ownership 
interest who demonstrates 
exceptional leadership and 
community involvement 
went to American River 
College President Dr. Lisa 
Cardoza. 

Lisa  Culp,  execu-
tive director, Women's 
Empowerment took home 
the Impact Award, which 
celebrates a woman leader 
who has made a demon-
strated impact on the 
economic advancement of 
women in the region.

The Woman on the 
Way Award, which hon-
ors a businesswoman in 
operation for less than 
five years showing strong 
potential for sustained 
growth and leadership 

went to Lydia Belaski, 
owner, charQterie.

The  Wise  Woman 
Award, which acknowl-
edges a woman business 
owner with 10-plus years 
of success and leader-
ship in her industry went 
to Allison Otto, pres-
ident and CEO, Otto 
Construction.

The Rising Star Award 
which recognizes an 

outstanding young woman 
in high school or col-
lege who demonstrates 
leadership, initiative and 
potential to make a lasting 
impact in business, com-
munity or public service 
went to Lyrik Robinson, 
Visions in Educations 
Charter School. 

About NAWBO
Founded in 1975, the 

National Association 

of  Women Business 
Owners (NAWBO) is 
the unified voice of 
over 12 million wom-
en-owned businesses 
in the United States 
representing the fast-
est growing segment of 
the economy. To learn 
more about NAWBO 
S a c r a m e n t o  Va l l e y 
Chapter  vis i t  www.
NAWBO-Sac.org.  

Local Women Business Owners Honored at NAWBO Gala
Celebrating Three Decades of Women’s Leadership Excellence in Sacramento Valley

The Rising Star Award which 
recognizes an outstanding 
young woman in high school 
or college who demonstrates 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n i t i a t i v e 
and potential to make a 
lasting impact in business, 
community or public service 
went to Lyrik Robinson, 
Visions in Educations Charter 
School. Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

The Executive Woman 
Award which honors an 
executive-level professional 
w i t h  n o  o w n e r s h i p 
interest who demonstrates 
exceptional leadership and 
community involvement 
went to American River 
College President Dr. Lisa 
Cardoza.  Photo courtesy of  
Tia Gemmell

Lisa Culp, execut ive 
d i r e c t o r,  W o m e n ' s 
Empowerment took home 
the Impact Award, which 
ce lebrates  a  woman 
leader who has made a 
demonstrated impact on 
the economic advancement 
of women in the region. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

Lydia Belaski, Woman on the 
Way award recipient pictured 
with husband Jeff Belaski.  
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

The Wise Woman Award, 
which acknowledges a 
woman business owner with 
10-plus years of success and 
leadership in her industry 
went to Allison Otto, president 
and CEO, Otto Construction. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

From left: Incoming NAWBO 
Board President Nicole 
Townsend, event MC, Kitty 
O’Neal, KFBK and current 
Board President Christine 
Dixon. Photo  courtesy  of  
Tia Gemmell

Leslie Bosseman, co-founder/
owner/preschool director, 
The Makers Place/Lead with 
Intention took home the 
Woman Innovator Award, 
which recognizes a trailblazer 
in her field in innovation and 
industry advancement. Giving 
the award to Leslie was Dave 
Tamayo, SMUD Board, Ward 6. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

SMUD held a live auction at the NAWGO Gala on March 7. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Gemmell

Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
Approves Gift to Animal Care 

Animal Care Services will use these funds to expand critical programs like MASH, 
increasing access to spay and neuter services across Sacramento County. Photo courtesy 
of Sacramento County

Methodist Hospital Achieves Patient Safety Excellence Award 
Dignity Health 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Dignity 
Health Methodist Hospital of 
Sacramento announced that it 
has achieved the 2026 Patient 
Safety Excellence Award™ from 
Healthgrades, the No. 1 site 
Americans use to find a doctor 
or hospital. This award reflects 
Methodist Hospital’s commit-
ment to safe, patient-centered 
care and puts the organization in 
the top 10 percent of hospitals 
nationwide for patient safety for 
a second year in a row.

Alongside this national rec-
ognition for patient safety, 
Methodist Hospital was recipi-
ent of numerous accolades based 
on its exceptional performance 
in key service areas. In cardiac 
care, the hospital earned Five-
Star Recipient for Treatment of 
Heart Failure for two years in a 

row (2025-26). In critical care, 
it was recognized as a Five-
Star Recipient for Treatment of 
Sepsis (2026). These achieve-
ments further underscore the 
organization’s commitment to 
delivering compassionate, indi-
vidualized care at every step of the 
patient journey.

“We are immensely proud of 
these significant Healthgrades 
achievements, including our 
ongoing national recognition 
for patient safety, Five-Star rat-
ings for Heart Failure and 
Sepsis, and the 2025 Patient 
Safety Excellence Award,” said 
Phyllis Baltz, President and CEO 
of Dignity Health Methodist 
Hospital of Sacramento. “These 
honors signify our team's 
steadfast focus on delivering 
outstanding outcomes and an 
exceptional care experience. It's 
truly a testament to the dedica-
tion of our entire staff in making 

patient safety and quality our top 
priorities.”

M e thod i s t  Hosp i t a l  o f 
Sacramento’s  achievement 
is based solely on what mat-
ters most: patient outcomes. To 
determine the national leaders 
in patient safety, Healthgrades 
evaluated risk-adjusted compli-
cation and mortality rates from 
approximately 4,500 hospitals 
nationwide across 13 patient 
safety indicators (PSIs), with 
each PSI representing a serious, 
preventable complication. 

Healthgrades’ annual analysis 
revealed significant performance 
gaps between the nation’s high-
e s t - and  l owes t - ach i ev ing 
facilities, making it increasingly 
important for consumers to seek 
care at a hospital with top safety 
ratings. During the 2022-24 study 
period, 167,228 preventable 
safety events occurred among 
Medicare patients at U.S. 

hospitals, with four PSIs account-
ing for nearly 78 percent of all 
incidents. 

Patients treated at Methodist 
Hospital and other award-win-
ning facilities had a profoundly 
lower risk of experiencing an 
in-hospital fall resulting in frac-
ture (52.4 percent less likely); 
collapsed lung due to a procedure 
in or around the chest (57.5 per-
cent less likely); catheter-related 
bloodstream infections acquired 
in the hospital (67.8 percent less 
likely); and pressure sores or bed 
sores acquired in the hospital 
(71.9 percent less likely).

"The data behind this year’s 
Patient Safety Excellence Award 
highlights how measurable 
improvements in safety can pre-
vent thousands of complications,” 
said Dr. Alana Biggers, MPH, 
medical advisor at Healthgrades. 
“By prioritizing evidence-based 
safe ty  prac t ices ,  Digni ty 

Health Methodist Hospital of 
Sacramento is achieving better 
clinical outcomes and cultivat-
ing a culture where patients come 
first.” 

Where you’re treated matters, 
which is why Healthgrades is 
committed to providing the most 
scientifically accurate informa-
tion about doctors and hospitals, 
with data insights not available 
anywhere else. For additional 
guidance on finding safe, 
high-quality care in 2026, visit 
healthgrades.com.  

Statistics are calculated from 
Healthgrades’ Patient Safety 
Excellence Award Methodology, 
which is based primarily on 
AHRQ technical specifications 
(Version 2025.0.1) to MedPAR 
data from approximately 4,500 
hospitals for years 2022 through 
2024 and represent three-
year estimates for Medicare 
patients only.  

March is National 
Social Work Month

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - March is National 
Social Work Month, a time to 
recognize the social workers 
who help families and com-
munities across Sacramento 
County. First celebrated in 
1963, Social Work Month is 
now observed nationwide by 
thousands of social workers 
and their employers each year. 
Sacramento County employs 
hundreds of social workers in 
different departments, including 
the Department of Child, Family 
and Adult Services (DCFAS) 
and the Department of Human 
Assistance (DHA).

This year’s theme, “Social 
Workers:  Uplift .  Defend. 
Transform.”, reflects the role 
social workers play in our 
community.

Uplift: Social workers pro-
vide hope and stability during 
some of life’s most difficult 
moments – supporting chil-
dren, older adults, families in 
crisis and individuals working 

toward self-sufficiency.
Defend: They advocate for 

safety, dignity and access to 
services, ensuring residents are 
treated with fairness and respect.

Transform: Through collab-
oration and innovation, social 
workers connect people to crit-
ical resources and help create 
long-term pathways toward sta-
bility and well-being.

“Social workers exemplify 
professionalism, integrity and 
steadfast dedication in their 
service to children, families 
and adults across Sacramento 
County. Their commitment to 
upholding the well being of 
our community is both com-
mendable and essential. It is 
a privilege to recognize and 
honor the meaningful contribu-
tions they make each day,” said 
Shelby Boston, MSW, director, 
Sacramento County Department 
of Child, Family and Adult 
Services

The dedication of social 
workers extends beyond this 
month – they make a lasting 
impact in the lives of those they 
serve each day of the year. 
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their project in the Sacramento region 
with at least two locations within the city 
of Sacramento. 

The program also supports projects 
completing at least 75% of their post-pro-
duction work in the city.

Eligible productions include fea-
ture-length films, short films, episodic 
television, television pilots, television 
movies and miniseries, documentaries, 
docuseries, commercials, music videos 

and unscripted television.
One recent recipient, Atrium 916, 

received grant support for the Sacramento-
produced documentary series “Citizens of 
Planet Earth,” which began airing March 
14.

Applications will be reviewed and 
scored by a panel consisting of staff, film 
industry peers and economic development 
professionals.

To review eligibility guidelines and 
apply, visit the Sacramento Film + Media 

grants website.

About Sacramento Film + Media
The Sacramento Film + Media office 

provides services to those interested in 
filming in the Sacramento area.

 The office works to promote regional 
locations, strengthen the local crew base, 
assist local filmmakers and attract out-of-
town productions.

The office facilitates film permitting and 
provides location assistance, production 

information, regulatory guidance, intern-
ships and grant opportunities.

Forty-nine film permits were issued in 
2025 for 83 days of filming. Overall film-
ing activity resulted in 440 local hires, 
1603 hotel nights and over $1.3 million in 
direct economic impact.

The office also launched a film and 
media incentive program in July 2025, 
establishing a $250,000 rebate to attract 
additional large independent films, com-
mercials and television projects to the 
region. 

Guidelines and the application are avail-
able on the program website, filmsac.com. 
� H
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6449 Riverside Blvd. • 391-9845
Sunday Worship: 10:00am

www.recsac.org

660 Florin Road • 428-5678

Sunday Masses:  8:30 and 10:30 a.m. and Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm

Daily Mass: 8:00 a.m Monday through Friday • www.stasac.org

River’s Edge Church

Saint Anthony Parish

475 Florin Road (across from Kennedy High School) • 428-8449
Bible Study & Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Worship 10:15 a.m.

www.greenhavenlutheran.org

Greenhaven Lutheran Church

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call (916) 773-1111  Call (916) 773-1111  
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality Maintenance

Spring Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

Lic#128758/Ref

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbingco.com

916-456-7777

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
• Drought tolerant 

landscape
• Low voltage lighting
• Garden renovations
• Concrete and stone
• Consultations 

availableCelebrating 45 years

916.454.1300
www.SmootLandscaping.com • Contractor License #633224

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING
R e v i v e  •  R e s t o r e  •  R e f i n i s h 

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl
 • Sand & Finish
 • Repairs
 • New Installations
 • Recoating

1.800.725.3320    916.342.6596
sacramentohardwood.com

New Installation & Repairs
Family Tradition Since 1957

Lic. #794448

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS 
& PIPE LINING

Off (916) 488-1215   Lic #754886

SEWER PROBLEMS?  WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

Install a Water/Electric 
line under your 

existing driveway!

We’re # 1 in the #2 businessWe’re # 1 in the #2 business

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

 (916) 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960
Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery

Area Museum Experiences  
A sampling of must-see and must-do 

experiences and special activations 
offered by local museums include the 
following:

Aerospace Museum of California – 
“The Force Takes Flight: Open Cockpit 
Day,” May 2. This fan-favorite event 
combines hands-on aircraft access with 
the creativity of one of the world’s most 
iconic science-fiction universes.

Guests will have the rare opportunity 
to explore select aircraft up close, climb 
inside, ask questions, and experience 
what it’s like to sit in the cockpit, while 
interacting with members of the Central 
California Garrison of the 501st Legion, 
a nonprofit costuming club known for its 
screen-accurate recreations inspired by 
the beloved space saga. Details at aero-
spaceca.org.

California Museum –  “Kokoro: The 
Story of Sacramento’s Lost Japantown,” 
through March 29. Featuring rare fam-
ily photographs drawn from the personal 
collections of community members, 

the exhibit documents the memories at 
the heart of a once-thriving downtown 
community devastated first by forced 
removal during World War II and again 
by redevelopment in the 1950s. Details 
at californiamuseum.org.

Sacramento History Museum – 
RCAF in Mictlán: 50th Anniversary of 
Dia de los Muertos, through April 5. The 
exhibit will be highlighted by public 
programs that document and celebrate 
the 50-year history of the Dia de los 
Muertos observance in Sacramento. 

The exhibit will demonstrate why the 
anniversary is a major milestone in our 
city’s cultural history, as well an exam-
ple of the enduring impact of the Royal 
Chicano Air Force (RCAF), a seminal 
collective of artists and activists. Details 
at sachistorymuseum.org.

California Automobile Museum 
– “A Litle Fellow: The Legend of A.P. 
Giannini” documentary screening, 4 to 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 16. Enjoy a screen-
ing of the film, a Q&A with Director 
Davide Fiore, a cash bar and concessions 

available for purchase. We’ll even have 
Giannini’s personal 1933 Lincoln on dis-
play! Details atcalautomuseum.org.

California State Railroad Museum – 
California Invention Convention, 11 

a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, April 18. This is 
an initiative to bring invention education 
into California schools and to celebrate the 
young inventors with a statewide event. 
Winners from this event will go on to com-
pete at the National Invention Convention 
at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan.

The Chinese Railroad Workers’ 
Experience offers visitors a view of 
the Chinese workers who built the 
western portion of the nation’s first 
Transcontinental Railroad. Marginalized 
by history, the Chinese workers were more 
than a nameless group of laborers. Details 
at californiarailroad.museum.

SMUD Museum of Science and 
Curiosity Laser Concert Series – K-Pop 
Demon Hunters, 10:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. Saturdays in April. Rage Against the 
Machine, 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. April 3 
and 4. This immersive music experience, 

paired with spectacular full-dome lasers, is 
the best way to listen to your favorite art-
ists outside of a live performance. Details 
at visitmosac.org.

Elks Lodge 6 Calendar of Events 
Handball Fun Day, Saturday, April 11, 

Elks Lodge 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. $20 
buy-in person; open to members and the 
public. All doubles; lucky draw. Starts 8 
a.m. Call or text John, 916-608-5670. or 
call (916) 442-6666.

Greenhaven /Pocket Farmers Market 
reopens Sunday, April 12. 

Sunday Breakfast, 8:30 am-11 am; 
$15 tax included. 

Yoga, Monday 12 p.m., Wednesday 
3:30 p.m. Lodge members free.

Karaoke Nights, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

Martial Arts, Monday 5 p.m.
Pickleball, Monday, Wednesday, 9 

a.m.-12 p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, 4-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7 
p.m. See elks6.net for weekly menu.  �H

ABOUT TOWN

Film Grants Return to Boost Local Productions
Continued from page 1
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Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533Visit: mpg8.com

Yard Sale? Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local  
community newspaper!

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Construction Work

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Sheetrock, Painting, Concrete, 

Redwood Decks, Roofing, 
Kitchen/Bath Remodel 

Free Estimates        Lic. #558941

Jim GarryJim Garry  General Building Contractor General Building Contractor 
garryconstruction@sbcglobal.net 
916-486-1871  916-835-1735 cell 

GARRY CONSTRUCTION

Visit: mpg8.com

By Ornella Rossi

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - 
For a decade, the Purple Pageant 
has been more than crowns and 
sashes; it has been a launching 
pad for leadership, confidence 
and community service. Since 
its debut in 2016, the Greater 
Sacramento–based pageant has 
nurtured young women and 
girls to become not just queens 
on stage, but leaders in their 
communities.

Lisa D. Taylor, the visionary 
behind the Purple Pageant, said 
the inspiration came from her 
own pageant journey.

“I have run in 13 pageants and 
won 12 titles, but I didn’t see 
very many young girls or women 
that looked like me,” Taylor said. 
That absence motivated her to 
create a space where multicul-
turalism, mentorship and service 
could shine alongside talent 
and grace.

With more than 30 years of 
community involvement in the 
Sacramento area, Taylor has 
built a system where giving back 
is key. 

“What you put into the com-
munity is what you get out. You 
can’t build an empire alone,” 
Taylor said. 

The pageant emphasizes lead-
ership, confidence and service, 
and Taylor sees those qualities 
grow in participants over time. 
Mentors work closely with each 
contestant to identify goals, cre-
ate career development plans and 
offer constructive guidance.

“The Purple Pageant has been 
a transformational force in my 
life, shaping me as a woman, 
mother, and entrepreneur,” 
said Queen Tamara Johnson. 
“Through this experience, I 
found my voice and gained the 
confidence to step into rooms 
of influence I once felt unquali-
fied for. The pageant helped me 

recognize my gifts and turn them 
into action. It didn't just change 
my life, it expanded it, position-
ing me to lead, build and give 
back in ways I never imagined.”

The Purple Pageant’s pro-
grams start early. Princess and 
Ambassador programs lay the 
foundation for participants to 
develop leadership and commu-
nity skills before vying for the 
title of Queen. Beyond stage 
presence, the pageant incorpo-
rates life skills, etiquette and 
mental health awareness into 
every aspect of its programming. 
Contestants attend galas, parades, 
fashion shows and even golf 
tournaments, learning to navigate 
a variety of social and profes-
sional settings.

Taylor calls mentorship “a 
trusted, experienced guide who 
facilitates personal, professional 
and emotional growth.” She 

says one of the most reward-
ing moments since launching the 
pageant has been witnessing her 
own growth in giving back to 
others. 

“Seeing the growth within 
myself to give back, that’s price-
less,” Taylor said.

Over the last 10 years, the pag-
eant has helped teens graduate 
with honors, attend college and 

even launch businesses. Adult 
participants have pursued careers 
in nursing, the military and writ-
ing, often fueled by the skills 
and confidence gained through 
the program. Internationally, the 
Purple Pageant now has queens 
in Kenya and Nigeria, with plans 
to expand further.

The pageant’s mission is 
clear: to empower young women 

through community service, eti-
quette, life skills and leadership, 
all while fostering inclusivity. 
Taylor hopes the next generation 
will carry this mission forward 
by starting new chapters and 
mentoring future queens. 

“Join the Purple Pageant and 
gain the skills to open a chapter 
in your own community,” Taylor 
advises aspiring participants.

The 10-year anniversary event 
is set for April 26 at Granite Bay 
Country Club, starting at 3 p.m., 
promising surprises for guests 
while celebrating a decade of 
achievements. Those interested 
in supporting the pageant as vol-
unteers, sponsors or mentors can 
contact Taylor at 916-856-4536.

As Taylor puts it, the Purple 
Pageant is not just about who 
wears the crown, it’s about pre-
paring young women to wear it 
well, on and off the stage. 

Queens in Action
Purple Pageant marks a decade of empowering young women on and off stage

The pageant emphasizes leadership, confidence and service, and Lisa D. Taylor sees those qualities grow in participants over time. Photo courtesy of 
Lisa D. Taylor, Purple Pageant

Purple Pageant, the Greater Sacramento–based pageant, has nurtured 
young women and girls to become not just queens on stage, but leaders in 
their communities. Photo courtesy of Lisa D. Taylor, Purple Pageant
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Sacramento County 
Office of Education 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- What a child learns in 
their early years is criti-
cal to building a foundation 
for lifelong success. High-
quality preschool programs 
help children develop vital 
social skills and prepare 
them for academic achieve-
ment. California’s Universal 
Prekindergarten (UPK) ini-
tiative ensures all children 
have access to these oppor-
tunities before kindergarten. 
Through the use of a “mixed 
delivery system,” families 
get diverse choices (rang-
ing from public schools to 
home-based care) to meet 
their specifi c needs.

The Sacramento County 
Offi  ce of Education (SCOE) 
invites families to explore 
these early learning options 
at its third annual Family 
Fun & Playfest, which will 

showcase 50 early learning 
programs and 30 community 
organizations, off ering edu-
cation, health, and wellness 
information to parents.

The Family Fun & 
Playfest takes place from 
5 to 7 p.m. April 25 at 
Fairytale  Town,  3901 
Land Park Drive. This 
is a free event; how-
ever,  famil ies  should 
register online at https://bit.
ly/SacEarlyLearning.

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Local Child Care and 
Development Planning 
Council (LPC) and hosted 
by the SCOE Early Learning 
Department, the annual fair 
helps parents navigate the 
early education landscape.

“The fair is so much fun 
because it brings the early 
learning system to life by 
showcasing a vast network 
of providers in one loca-
tion,” said Julie Montali, 
Ph.D., executive director of 
Early Learning. “Families 

are excited to discover new 
resources that help them 
make the best choices for 
their children.”

The event ties into one 
important element of the key 
vision, mission, and goals 
set forth by the Sacramento 
County Board of Education: 
to provide pathways for 
learners to thrive.

Flexible Options
for Early Care

A key focus of the event is 
explaining the mixed deliv-
ery system. This approach 
emphasizes family choice, 
providing high-quali ty 
options for early care that 
fit specific family sched-
ules and values. Instead of 
a single model, Universal 
Prekindergarten allows 
children to attend vari-
ous programs, including 
Transitional Kindergarten 
at local public schools; 
California State Preschool 
Programs; Head Start; cen-
ter-based care; licensed 
family childcare; and fam-
ily, friend and neighbor care.

Sacramento County’s 
UPK Mixed Del ivery 
Workgroup emphasizes the 
critical need for options 
starting as early as infancy, 
advocating that children 
aged 0 to 3 be fully inte-
grated into the mixed 
delivery system to support 
continuous development. 
This system empowers par-
ents to choose the best 
setting for their children, 
whether it is on a school 
campus or in a home-based 
environment. 

Celebrating the First CARE Court Graduation
Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - “I conclude you 
have completed the CARE plan and have 
offi  cially graduated from the program,” 
said Honorable Jennifer K. Rockwell, the 
Collaborative Courts Supervising Judge.

An eruption of applause could be heard 
from the Sacramento Superior Courtroom 
on Tuesday morning as more than a 
dozen people gathered to celebrate the 
first Sacramento County CARE Court 
graduation.

Lorenzo Leon, joined by his mother and 
care team, marked a major milestone after 
a year-long journey through the program, 
becoming the County’s fi rst CARE Court 
graduate.

CARE Court, short for Community 
Assistance, Recovery and Empowerment, 
is a civil court process designed to con-
nect individuals living with untreated 
schizophrenia and other severe mental 
illnesses, such as bipolar I disorder, to 
community-based treatment, services and 
housing support. Through a court-ordered 
care plan, the program helps ensure par-
ticipants receive the services they need 
while creating a pathway toward long-
term stability.

For Lorenzo, that pathway led to hous-
ing, consistent treatment and a renewed 
sense of direction. Over the past year, he 
worked closely with County staff , service 
providers and his family to stay engaged 
in care and build a more stable future.

His care team, including County staff , 
community partners and loved ones, fi lled 
the room to recognize the work he put in 
to reach this moment. One by one, they 
took turns sharing how proud they are of 
his progress.

Judge Lawrence Brown, who presided 
over Lorenzo’s case, refl ected on the jour-
ney and the family’s initial hesitation.

“I can recall that the mom in partic-
ular was a bit skeptical whether or not 
this was going to be able to make any 
real diff erence,” Brown said. “I remem-
ber the moment I saw her shift and begin 
to see the fruits of everyone’s eff orts, and 
I couldn’t be more proud or honored to 
have witnessed your journey. While this 
may be the fi rst graduation, Lorenzo is 

now setting the example for those who 
will follow. No pressure,” he added with 
a laugh.

Sacramento County Behavioral Health 
Director Ryan Quist encouraged Lorenzo 
to take in the moment and look around the 
room, reminding him that everyone there 
is part of his support system and a team he 
can continue to rely on moving forward.

For Lorenzo’s mother, the moment was 
not only a celebration, but a refl ection of 
the persistence and care shown by the 
team around her son.

“May I take a moment to give a spe-
cial shout out,” asked Lorenzo’s mom. 
“There was one County staff  in particular 
who didn’t give up on him. Even when he 
would leave, she would go look for him 
and bring him back. I’m so thankful to 
the County staff  and everyone who kept 
helping him and stayed on him, because it 
made all the diff erence.”

The celebration ended with cake, cards 
and yet more rounds of applause, marking 
not just the completion of the program, 
but the beginning of a new chapter.

 If you or a loved one would like to fi le 
a petition to start your own CARE Court 
journey, visit: selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/
jcc-form/CARE-100 to learn more about 
eligibility and the process. 

The celebration of Lorenzo’s graduation ended with cake, cards and yet more rounds 
of applause, marking not just the completion of the program, but the beginning of a new 
chapter. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care Faire Returns this Spring
Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Mark 
your calendar: The Roy C. 
Marcum Animal Care Faire 
returns on Saturday, May 16 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Bradshaw 
Animal Shelter, and this year, 
we’re making it bigger, more 
vibrant and more fun than ever.

This free, family-friendly, 
pet-friendly event is one of our 
favorite days of the year. It’s 
a chance to bring the commu-
nity together in celebration of 
animals, compassion and the life-
saving work happening every day 
at Bradshaw Animal Shelter.

Whether you’re a longtime 
supporter or visiting us for the 
first time, this is the perfect 
opportunity to experience the 
shelter in a whole new way.

What to Expect
The Animal Care Faire is a 

full afternoon of activity for all 
ages. This year’s event will fea-
ture adoptable dogs and cats 
ready to meet their forever fam-
ilies, local vendors and small 
businesses, craft breweries and 
wineries, food trucks serving up 
delicious bites, live music and 
entertainment, demonstrations 
and interactive activities and new 
additions for 2026 that will make 
this the most exciting Faire yet.

Bring your family. Bring your 
friends. Bring your dog on a 
leash (6 feet or shorter). Stay 
awhile and enjoy everything the 
day has to off er.

Honoring Roy C. Marcum
The Animal Care Faire is held 

in honor of Roy C. Marcum, a 
dedicated animal control offi  cer 
who devoted his life to serv-
ing animals and the Sacramento 
County community. This event 
continues his legacy of compas-
sion, service and advocacy for 

animals in need.
Every adoption, every conver-

sation and every smile shared 
that day refl ects the heart of the 
work he believed in.
Want to Be Part of the Faire?

We are currently welcoming 
vendors, local craft breweries 
and wineries, and event sponsors 
who want to participate in this 
growing community celebration.

This event draws hundreds of 
animal-loving families and pro-
vides a meaningful opportunity 
to connect with the community 
while supporting a great cause. If 
you are interested in becoming a 
vendor or sponsor, we invite you 
to apply!

To learn more or to apply to be 
a vendor, visit saccounty.gov.

Join us as we celebrate 
animals, community and the life-
saving work happening right here 
in Sacramento County.

We can’t wait to see you there.

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care 
Faire will feature adoptable dogs 
and cats ready to meet their
forever families. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento County

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care 
Faire is a free, family-friendly, 
pet-friendly event offering the 
community a chance to come 
together in celebration of animals, 
compassion and the lifesaving work 
happening every day at Bradshaw 
Animal Shelter. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento County

Free Fair to Connect Families
to Early Learning Options

The free Family Fun & Playfest at Fairytale Town will showcase 
early learning programs and community organizations, 
offering education, health, and wellness information to 
parents. Photo courtesy of SCOE

County Director of Waste 
Management and Recycling Appointed

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors, at its 
Tuesday, March 10 meeting, unanimously 
concurred with the County Executive’s 
appointment of Jennifer Claiborne as 
the County’s new Director of Waste 
Management and Recycling, effective 
March 23, 2026.

“Jennifer's appointment refl ects exactly 
the kind of experienced, values-driven 
leadership our Department of Waste 
Management and Recycling needs,” said 
Dave Defanti, Deputy County Executive 
of Community Services. “Her deep knowl-
edge of operations, her commitment to 
building strong teams, and her dedication 
to Sacramento County's organizational 

culture make her exceptionally well-suited 
for this role. We are confident she will 
continue to ensure our customers are well 
served and that our services are delivered 
with effi  ciency and reliability.”

Claiborne has more than 15 years of 
experience working in the waste manage-
ment fi eld, with eight of those years being 
with Sacramento County’s Department of 
Waste Management and Recycling. She 
currently serves as the Chief, Division 
of Solid Waste Management and has 
been in this position for one year and 
eight months. In this role, Claiborne has 
directed countywide waste collection and 
transfer operations; established division 
policies, safety standards and performance 
metrics; overseen budgets, capital projects 
and vendor contracts; and has expanded 
recycling, organics diversion and resource 
recovery programs in alignment with state 
mandates and County goals.

Prior to her current position, Claiborne 
was a Waste Management Superintendent 
over collections for one year and seven 
months, a Waste Management Program 
Manager overseeing Commercial Solid 
Waste for more than three years, and a 
Solid Waste Planner II for nearly two 
years with the County’s Department of 
Waste Management and Recycling. Before 
that, Claiborne held the role of Offi  ce and 
Project Manager for one year and six 
months with Peabody Civil Engineering. 
She was with CleanWorld for more than 
five years, where she held the role of 
Project Manager.

Some of Claiborne’s notable work 
includes developing strong leaders, 
improving communication and advanc-
ing the County’s organizational culture 
initiative within the Department of Waste 
Management and Recycling.

In addition to her professional experi-
ence, Jennifer has a Master’s Degree in 
Urban Land Development and a Bachelor 
of Science in Economics from California 
State University, Sacramento.  

Jennifer Claiborne has been appointed as the 
County’s new Director of Waste Management 
and Recycling, effective March 23, 2026. Photo 
courtesy of Sacramento County

Assemblywoman 
Alexandra M. Macedo 
News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - In light 
of the horrific news reports 
of César Chávez’s sex-
ual assaults of minors and 
women, Assemblywoman 
Alexandra M. Macedo 
(R-Tulare) introduced leg-
islation to rename the 
March 31 California State 
holiday to Farmworker 
Day.

“Farmworkers are essen-
tial to our everyday lives 
– from the food we eat to 
the economy we enjoy,” 
said Assemblywoman 
Macedo. “The fight for 
dignity in the fields was 
never about one person – 
it is about the millions of 
workers who sweat, toil 
and aspire for a better life.”

California is the larg-
est state producer and 
exporter of agricultural 
products, including animal 
products, fruit and nuts. 
Over a third of the coun-
try’s vegetables and nearly 
three-quarters of the coun-
try’s fruits and nuts are 
grown in California. With 
69,900 farms and ranches, 
California agriculture is a 
$49 billion dollar industry 
that generates at least $100 
billion in related economic 
activity, according to the 
California Governor ’s 
Office of Business and 
Economic Development.

California’s agricultural 
industry depends on farm-
workers. Farmworkers 
ensure food safety and 
freshness by harvest-
ing within tight windows. 
Their work supports hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs 
and contributes to the 
state’s economy.

Without their hard work 
and dedication, perishable 
food would remain in the 

field – leading to severe 
shortages and higher food 
prices for consumers.

Assemblywoman 
Macedo is  amending 
her current legislation, 
Assembly Bill 2407, to 
rename César Chávez’s 
Day to Farmworker Day.

“It is about the move-
ment, not one individual,” 
said Assemblywoman 
Macedo. 

State Treasurer Honored with Champion 
of Agriculture Award

California Farm Bureau 
News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - In recognition 
of her long record of advocacy 
for California farmers, ranch-
ers and rural communities, 
California State Treasurer Fiona 
Ma has been honored with 
the Champion of Agriculture 
Award.  

The California Farm Bureau 
presented the award March 18 
at the organization’s annual leg-
islative action day. The award 
recognizes dedicated service 
to agriculture and honors indi-
viduals who have demonstrated 
a commitment to protecting 
and advancing the needs of 
California farmers and ranchers. 

Nicknamed “The Urban 
Cowgirl,” Ma is a founder of the 
San Francisco Farm Bureau and 
serves as its adviser. As the 34th 
state treasurer and throughout 
her career in public service, Ma 
has backed policies that support 
the Golden State’s diverse farm-
ing communities. 

“Treasurer Ma has shown a 
long commitment to California 
agriculture,” said Shannon 
Douglass, president of the 
California Farm Bureau, which 
represents more than 23,000 

farmers and ranchers state-
wide. “Her work on behalf of 
farmers and ranchers across the 
state is exactly what this award 
celebrates.” 

A member of the state 
Assembly from 2006-2012, Ma 

authored and supported legis-
lation beneficial to agriculture, 
including the Eat Local Buy 
California Grown Act, which 
prioritizes California-Grown 
products in state institutional 
purchasing and expanding 

market access for small, local 
and underserved farmers.  

She also crafted legislation to 
create the California Blueberry 
Commission to help promote 
California-grown blueberries. 
In addition, Ma has worked to 

secure funding for agricultural 
programs and infrastructure. In 
her commitment to understand-
ing California’s agricultural 
landscape, she has participated 
in numerous farm tours, visiting 
agricultural operations across 
the state. 

“I’m honored to receive 
the Champion of Agriculture 
Award,” Ma said. “My appreci-
ation for California agriculture 
began in 2009 when I helped 
protect the Cow Palace from 
being sold – an experience that 
opened my eyes to the vital role 
our farmers and ranchers play in 
producing more than 400 agri-
cultural products and feeding 
our state and nation.”

“California Farm Bureau 
is proud to honor Treasurer 
Ma with the Champion of 
Agriculture Award and for 
her commitment to California 
farmers, ranchers and rural com-
munities,” Douglass said. 

California Farm Bureau 
works to protect family farms 
and ranches as part of a nation-
wide network representing more 
than 5 million Farm Bureau 
members. Learn more at www.
cfbf.com or follow @cafarmbu-
reau on Instagram, LinkedIn, X 
or Facebook. 

Treasurer Fiona Ma, center, receives the Champion of Agriculture Award from California Farm Bureau COO Dan 
Durheim, left, California Farm Bureau President Shannon Douglass, First Vice President Shaun Crook and Second 
Vice President Ron Peterson. Photo courtesy California Farm Bureau

California Flagged for “Weak Oversight” in Federal Fraud Crackdown
Assembly Republican Whip Macedo Cites Hospice 

Investigation Showing System “Wide Open” Under Newsom
Assembly Republicans 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- California was flagged for 
“insufficient safeguards and 
weak oversight” March 16 
in a federal fraud crackdown 
announced by President Donald 
Trump.

The White House said states 
like California have failed to 
maintain basic safeguards, 
including verifying eligibility 
and enforcing oversight stan-
dards, creating conditions for 

large-scale fraud.
A s s e m b l y  R e p u b l i c a n 

Whip Alexandra M. Macedo 
(R-Tulare) said that lines up 
with what she has already 
seen on the ground.

“California did not 
end up on this list by 
accident,” Macedo 
said. “Seven years 
into Gavin Newsom’s 
governorship, the con-
sequences of years of 
negligence are catch-
ing up, and the people in the 
most vulnerable moments of 

their lives are the ones being 
harmed.”

“When fraudulent actors 
bill for ‘ghost 

patients’ or enroll healthy 
individuals without their con-
sent, they deplete the very funds 

intended to provide high-quality 
care by the legitimate hospice 
providers for those truly in their 

final days,” Macedo added.  
In January, Macedo 

visited a Los Angeles 
property linked to 197 
hospice licenses, all reg-
istered to the same 
address. Many of the 
phone numbers were 

disconnected, and there 
was no sign any legitimate hos-
pice business was operating 
there.

A state audit warned that 

weak oversight was allow-
ing large-scale fraud, including 
cases where licenses were 
approved despite red flags, and 
complaints have continued to 
mount.

“Programs meant to help vul-
nerable people in their time of 
need are being exploited. The 
Newsom Administration owns 
that failure 100%.”

The task force, led by Vice 
President JD Vance, will focus 
on fraud in federally funded 
programs, including health care, 
housing and food assistance. 

César Chávez Day 
to be Renamed Farmworker Day

California is the largest state producer and exporter of 
agricultural products, including animal products, fruit and 
nuts. Over a third of the country’s vegetables and nearly 
three-quarters of the country’s fruits and nuts are grown in 
California. Photo courtesy of Freepik

California Comment on Latest 
Small Business Optimism Index

Main Street entrepreneurs thanked for helping keep 
the 20% Small Business Deduction alive

National Federation of Independent 
Business (NFIB) News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - From John 
Kabateck, state director for the National 
Federation of Independent Business 
(NFIB) in California, on findings from 
the monthly NFIB Small Business 
Optimism Index, which fell 0.5 points in 
February to 98.8 but remained slightly 
above the 52-year average of 98. The 
Uncertainty Index decreased three points 
from January to 88.

“With tax season upon us, I want to 
take this opportunity to once again thank 
every California small business owner 
who spoke up for keeping the 20% Small 
Business Tax Deduction alive and pre-
venting it from expiring at the end of last 
year. I think of small business owners 
like Beth Booth from San Diego County, 
who is now chair of our leadership coun-
cil, for traveling to Washington, D.C. to 
make a compelling case for preserving 
a valuable tool for small business sol-
vency. It’s members like her and many 
others who provide optimism when it’s 
needed most.”

In conjunction with the February 
report, NFIB also released a new episode 
of the NFIB Research Center’s “Small 
Business by the Numbers” podcast. 
Listen to the latest episode here.           

“Although optimism declined slightly, 
small businesses report feeling more 
certain in February as they look toward 
the coming months. High sales and 
increased profits made February a more 
positive month for many owners, but 
competition from large businesses is 
putting stress on Main Street firms as 

they navigate the current economic cli-
mate,” said NFIB Chief Economist Bill 
Dunkelberg.

Highlights from the Latest NFIB 
Small Business Optimism Index include 
the following. 

Seasonally adjusted, a net 34% 
reported raising compensation, up 2 
points from January and the highest level 
since March 2025.

The frequency of reports of positive 
profit trends rose 7 points from January to a 
net negative 14% (seasonally adjusted). The 
last time earnings trends were this high was 
in December 2021.

The net percent of owners raising average 
selling prices fell 2 points from January to a 
net 24% (seasonally adjusted). This marked 
the third consecutive month that actual 
price increases slowed, though the changes 
remain well above the historical average.

When asked to evaluate the overall health 
of their business, 12% rated it as excellent 
(down 2 points), 55% as good (up 1 point), 
26% as fair (down 1 point) and 5% as poor 
(up 1 point).

Keep up with the latest California small 
business news at www.nfib.com. Follow 
us on X @NFIB_CA and on Facebook @
NFIB.CA.

For over 80 years, NFIB has been 
advocating on behalf of America’s small 
and independent business owners, both 
in Washington, D.C., and in all 50 state 
capitals. NFIB is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan and member-driven association. 
Since our founding in 1943, NFIB has 
been exclusively dedicated to small and 
independent businesses and remains so 
today. For more information, please visit 
nfib.com. 
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Sacramento County 
Office of Education 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- What a child learns in 
their early years is criti-
cal to building a foundation 
for lifelong success. High-
quality preschool programs 
help children develop vital 
social skills and prepare 
them for academic achieve-
ment. California’s Universal 
Prekindergarten (UPK) ini-
tiative ensures all children 
have access to these oppor-
tunities before kindergarten. 
Through the use of a “mixed 
delivery system,” families 
get diverse choices (rang-
ing from public schools to 
home-based care) to meet 
their specifi c needs.

The Sacramento County 
Offi  ce of Education (SCOE) 
invites families to explore 
these early learning options 
at its third annual Family 
Fun & Playfest, which will 

showcase 50 early learning 
programs and 30 community 
organizations, off ering edu-
cation, health, and wellness 
information to parents.

The Family Fun & 
Playfest takes place from 
5 to 7 p.m. April 25 at 
Fairytale  Town,  3901 
Land Park Drive. This 
is a free event; how-
ever,  famil ies  should 
register online at https://bit.
ly/SacEarlyLearning.

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Local Child Care and 
Development Planning 
Council (LPC) and hosted 
by the SCOE Early Learning 
Department, the annual fair 
helps parents navigate the 
early education landscape.

“The fair is so much fun 
because it brings the early 
learning system to life by 
showcasing a vast network 
of providers in one loca-
tion,” said Julie Montali, 
Ph.D., executive director of 
Early Learning. “Families 

are excited to discover new 
resources that help them 
make the best choices for 
their children.”

The event ties into one 
important element of the key 
vision, mission, and goals 
set forth by the Sacramento 
County Board of Education: 
to provide pathways for 
learners to thrive.

Flexible Options
for Early Care

A key focus of the event is 
explaining the mixed deliv-
ery system. This approach 
emphasizes family choice, 
providing high-quali ty 
options for early care that 
fit specific family sched-
ules and values. Instead of 
a single model, Universal 
Prekindergarten allows 
children to attend vari-
ous programs, including 
Transitional Kindergarten 
at local public schools; 
California State Preschool 
Programs; Head Start; cen-
ter-based care; licensed 
family childcare; and fam-
ily, friend and neighbor care.

Sacramento County’s 
UPK Mixed Del ivery 
Workgroup emphasizes the 
critical need for options 
starting as early as infancy, 
advocating that children 
aged 0 to 3 be fully inte-
grated into the mixed 
delivery system to support 
continuous development. 
This system empowers par-
ents to choose the best 
setting for their children, 
whether it is on a school 
campus or in a home-based 
environment. 

Celebrating the First CARE Court Graduation
Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - “I conclude you 
have completed the CARE plan and have 
offi  cially graduated from the program,” 
said Honorable Jennifer K. Rockwell, the 
Collaborative Courts Supervising Judge.

An eruption of applause could be heard 
from the Sacramento Superior Courtroom 
on Tuesday morning as more than a 
dozen people gathered to celebrate the 
first Sacramento County CARE Court 
graduation.

Lorenzo Leon, joined by his mother and 
care team, marked a major milestone after 
a year-long journey through the program, 
becoming the County’s fi rst CARE Court 
graduate.

CARE Court, short for Community 
Assistance, Recovery and Empowerment, 
is a civil court process designed to con-
nect individuals living with untreated 
schizophrenia and other severe mental 
illnesses, such as bipolar I disorder, to 
community-based treatment, services and 
housing support. Through a court-ordered 
care plan, the program helps ensure par-
ticipants receive the services they need 
while creating a pathway toward long-
term stability.

For Lorenzo, that pathway led to hous-
ing, consistent treatment and a renewed 
sense of direction. Over the past year, he 
worked closely with County staff , service 
providers and his family to stay engaged 
in care and build a more stable future.

His care team, including County staff , 
community partners and loved ones, fi lled 
the room to recognize the work he put in 
to reach this moment. One by one, they 
took turns sharing how proud they are of 
his progress.

Judge Lawrence Brown, who presided 
over Lorenzo’s case, refl ected on the jour-
ney and the family’s initial hesitation.

“I can recall that the mom in partic-
ular was a bit skeptical whether or not 
this was going to be able to make any 
real diff erence,” Brown said. “I remem-
ber the moment I saw her shift and begin 
to see the fruits of everyone’s eff orts, and 
I couldn’t be more proud or honored to 
have witnessed your journey. While this 
may be the fi rst graduation, Lorenzo is 

now setting the example for those who 
will follow. No pressure,” he added with 
a laugh.

Sacramento County Behavioral Health 
Director Ryan Quist encouraged Lorenzo 
to take in the moment and look around the 
room, reminding him that everyone there 
is part of his support system and a team he 
can continue to rely on moving forward.

For Lorenzo’s mother, the moment was 
not only a celebration, but a refl ection of 
the persistence and care shown by the 
team around her son.

“May I take a moment to give a spe-
cial shout out,” asked Lorenzo’s mom. 
“There was one County staff  in particular 
who didn’t give up on him. Even when he 
would leave, she would go look for him 
and bring him back. I’m so thankful to 
the County staff  and everyone who kept 
helping him and stayed on him, because it 
made all the diff erence.”

The celebration ended with cake, cards 
and yet more rounds of applause, marking 
not just the completion of the program, 
but the beginning of a new chapter.

 If you or a loved one would like to fi le 
a petition to start your own CARE Court 
journey, visit: selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/
jcc-form/CARE-100 to learn more about 
eligibility and the process. 

The celebration of Lorenzo’s graduation ended with cake, cards and yet more rounds 
of applause, marking not just the completion of the program, but the beginning of a new 
chapter. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care Faire Returns this Spring
Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Mark 
your calendar: The Roy C. 
Marcum Animal Care Faire 
returns on Saturday, May 16 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Bradshaw 
Animal Shelter, and this year, 
we’re making it bigger, more 
vibrant and more fun than ever.

This free, family-friendly, 
pet-friendly event is one of our 
favorite days of the year. It’s 
a chance to bring the commu-
nity together in celebration of 
animals, compassion and the life-
saving work happening every day 
at Bradshaw Animal Shelter.

Whether you’re a longtime 
supporter or visiting us for the 
first time, this is the perfect 
opportunity to experience the 
shelter in a whole new way.

What to Expect
The Animal Care Faire is a 

full afternoon of activity for all 
ages. This year’s event will fea-
ture adoptable dogs and cats 
ready to meet their forever fam-
ilies, local vendors and small 
businesses, craft breweries and 
wineries, food trucks serving up 
delicious bites, live music and 
entertainment, demonstrations 
and interactive activities and new 
additions for 2026 that will make 
this the most exciting Faire yet.

Bring your family. Bring your 
friends. Bring your dog on a 
leash (6 feet or shorter). Stay 
awhile and enjoy everything the 
day has to off er.

Honoring Roy C. Marcum
The Animal Care Faire is held 

in honor of Roy C. Marcum, a 
dedicated animal control offi  cer 
who devoted his life to serv-
ing animals and the Sacramento 
County community. This event 
continues his legacy of compas-
sion, service and advocacy for 

animals in need.
Every adoption, every conver-

sation and every smile shared 
that day refl ects the heart of the 
work he believed in.
Want to Be Part of the Faire?

We are currently welcoming 
vendors, local craft breweries 
and wineries, and event sponsors 
who want to participate in this 
growing community celebration.

This event draws hundreds of 
animal-loving families and pro-
vides a meaningful opportunity 
to connect with the community 
while supporting a great cause. If 
you are interested in becoming a 
vendor or sponsor, we invite you 
to apply!

To learn more or to apply to be 
a vendor, visit saccounty.gov.

Join us as we celebrate 
animals, community and the life-
saving work happening right here 
in Sacramento County.

We can’t wait to see you there.

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care 
Faire will feature adoptable dogs 
and cats ready to meet their
forever families. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento County

The Roy C. Marcum Animal Care 
Faire is a free, family-friendly, 
pet-friendly event offering the 
community a chance to come 
together in celebration of animals, 
compassion and the lifesaving work 
happening every day at Bradshaw 
Animal Shelter. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento County

Free Fair to Connect Families
to Early Learning Options

The free Family Fun & Playfest at Fairytale Town will showcase 
early learning programs and community organizations, 
offering education, health, and wellness information to 
parents. Photo courtesy of SCOE

County Director of Waste 
Management and Recycling Appointed

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors, at its 
Tuesday, March 10 meeting, unanimously 
concurred with the County Executive’s 
appointment of Jennifer Claiborne as 
the County’s new Director of Waste 
Management and Recycling, effective 
March 23, 2026.

“Jennifer's appointment refl ects exactly 
the kind of experienced, values-driven 
leadership our Department of Waste 
Management and Recycling needs,” said 
Dave Defanti, Deputy County Executive 
of Community Services. “Her deep knowl-
edge of operations, her commitment to 
building strong teams, and her dedication 
to Sacramento County's organizational 

culture make her exceptionally well-suited 
for this role. We are confident she will 
continue to ensure our customers are well 
served and that our services are delivered 
with effi  ciency and reliability.”

Claiborne has more than 15 years of 
experience working in the waste manage-
ment fi eld, with eight of those years being 
with Sacramento County’s Department of 
Waste Management and Recycling. She 
currently serves as the Chief, Division 
of Solid Waste Management and has 
been in this position for one year and 
eight months. In this role, Claiborne has 
directed countywide waste collection and 
transfer operations; established division 
policies, safety standards and performance 
metrics; overseen budgets, capital projects 
and vendor contracts; and has expanded 
recycling, organics diversion and resource 
recovery programs in alignment with state 
mandates and County goals.

Prior to her current position, Claiborne 
was a Waste Management Superintendent 
over collections for one year and seven 
months, a Waste Management Program 
Manager overseeing Commercial Solid 
Waste for more than three years, and a 
Solid Waste Planner II for nearly two 
years with the County’s Department of 
Waste Management and Recycling. Before 
that, Claiborne held the role of Offi  ce and 
Project Manager for one year and six 
months with Peabody Civil Engineering. 
She was with CleanWorld for more than 
five years, where she held the role of 
Project Manager.

Some of Claiborne’s notable work 
includes developing strong leaders, 
improving communication and advanc-
ing the County’s organizational culture 
initiative within the Department of Waste 
Management and Recycling.

In addition to her professional experi-
ence, Jennifer has a Master’s Degree in 
Urban Land Development and a Bachelor 
of Science in Economics from California 
State University, Sacramento.  

Jennifer Claiborne has been appointed as the 
County’s new Director of Waste Management 
and Recycling, effective March 23, 2026. Photo 
courtesy of Sacramento County

Assemblywoman 
Alexandra M. Macedo 
News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - In light 
of the horrific news reports 
of César Chávez’s sex-
ual assaults of minors and 
women, Assemblywoman 
Alexandra M. Macedo 
(R-Tulare) introduced leg-
islation to rename the 
March 31 California State 
holiday to Farmworker 
Day.

“Farmworkers are essen-
tial to our everyday lives 
– from the food we eat to 
the economy we enjoy,” 
said Assemblywoman 
Macedo. “The fight for 
dignity in the fields was 
never about one person – 
it is about the millions of 
workers who sweat, toil 
and aspire for a better life.”

California is the larg-
est state producer and 
exporter of agricultural 
products, including animal 
products, fruit and nuts. 
Over a third of the coun-
try’s vegetables and nearly 
three-quarters of the coun-
try’s fruits and nuts are 
grown in California. With 
69,900 farms and ranches, 
California agriculture is a 
$49 billion dollar industry 
that generates at least $100 
billion in related economic 
activity, according to the 
California Governor ’s 
Office of Business and 
Economic Development.

California’s agricultural 
industry depends on farm-
workers. Farmworkers 
ensure food safety and 
freshness by harvest-
ing within tight windows. 
Their work supports hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs 
and contributes to the 
state’s economy.

Without their hard work 
and dedication, perishable 
food would remain in the 

field – leading to severe 
shortages and higher food 
prices for consumers.

Assemblywoman 
Macedo is  amending 
her current legislation, 
Assembly Bill 2407, to 
rename César Chávez’s 
Day to Farmworker Day.

“It is about the move-
ment, not one individual,” 
said Assemblywoman 
Macedo. 

State Treasurer Honored with Champion 
of Agriculture Award

California Farm Bureau 
News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - In recognition 
of her long record of advocacy 
for California farmers, ranch-
ers and rural communities, 
California State Treasurer Fiona 
Ma has been honored with 
the Champion of Agriculture 
Award.  

The California Farm Bureau 
presented the award March 18 
at the organization’s annual leg-
islative action day. The award 
recognizes dedicated service 
to agriculture and honors indi-
viduals who have demonstrated 
a commitment to protecting 
and advancing the needs of 
California farmers and ranchers. 

Nicknamed “The Urban 
Cowgirl,” Ma is a founder of the 
San Francisco Farm Bureau and 
serves as its adviser. As the 34th 
state treasurer and throughout 
her career in public service, Ma 
has backed policies that support 
the Golden State’s diverse farm-
ing communities. 

“Treasurer Ma has shown a 
long commitment to California 
agriculture,” said Shannon 
Douglass, president of the 
California Farm Bureau, which 
represents more than 23,000 

farmers and ranchers state-
wide. “Her work on behalf of 
farmers and ranchers across the 
state is exactly what this award 
celebrates.” 

A member of the state 
Assembly from 2006-2012, Ma 

authored and supported legis-
lation beneficial to agriculture, 
including the Eat Local Buy 
California Grown Act, which 
prioritizes California-Grown 
products in state institutional 
purchasing and expanding 

market access for small, local 
and underserved farmers.  

She also crafted legislation to 
create the California Blueberry 
Commission to help promote 
California-grown blueberries. 
In addition, Ma has worked to 

secure funding for agricultural 
programs and infrastructure. In 
her commitment to understand-
ing California’s agricultural 
landscape, she has participated 
in numerous farm tours, visiting 
agricultural operations across 
the state. 

“I’m honored to receive 
the Champion of Agriculture 
Award,” Ma said. “My appreci-
ation for California agriculture 
began in 2009 when I helped 
protect the Cow Palace from 
being sold – an experience that 
opened my eyes to the vital role 
our farmers and ranchers play in 
producing more than 400 agri-
cultural products and feeding 
our state and nation.”

“California Farm Bureau 
is proud to honor Treasurer 
Ma with the Champion of 
Agriculture Award and for 
her commitment to California 
farmers, ranchers and rural com-
munities,” Douglass said. 

California Farm Bureau 
works to protect family farms 
and ranches as part of a nation-
wide network representing more 
than 5 million Farm Bureau 
members. Learn more at www.
cfbf.com or follow @cafarmbu-
reau on Instagram, LinkedIn, X 
or Facebook. 

Treasurer Fiona Ma, center, receives the Champion of Agriculture Award from California Farm Bureau COO Dan 
Durheim, left, California Farm Bureau President Shannon Douglass, First Vice President Shaun Crook and Second 
Vice President Ron Peterson. Photo courtesy California Farm Bureau

California Flagged for “Weak Oversight” in Federal Fraud Crackdown
Assembly Republican Whip Macedo Cites Hospice 

Investigation Showing System “Wide Open” Under Newsom
Assembly Republicans 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- California was flagged for 
“insufficient safeguards and 
weak oversight” March 16 
in a federal fraud crackdown 
announced by President Donald 
Trump.

The White House said states 
like California have failed to 
maintain basic safeguards, 
including verifying eligibility 
and enforcing oversight stan-
dards, creating conditions for 

large-scale fraud.
A s s e m b l y  R e p u b l i c a n 

Whip Alexandra M. Macedo 
(R-Tulare) said that lines up 
with what she has already 
seen on the ground.

“California did not 
end up on this list by 
accident,” Macedo 
said. “Seven years 
into Gavin Newsom’s 
governorship, the con-
sequences of years of 
negligence are catch-
ing up, and the people in the 
most vulnerable moments of 

their lives are the ones being 
harmed.”

“When fraudulent actors 
bill for ‘ghost 

patients’ or enroll healthy 
individuals without their con-
sent, they deplete the very funds 

intended to provide high-quality 
care by the legitimate hospice 
providers for those truly in their 

final days,” Macedo added.  
In January, Macedo 

visited a Los Angeles 
property linked to 197 
hospice licenses, all reg-
istered to the same 
address. Many of the 
phone numbers were 

disconnected, and there 
was no sign any legitimate hos-
pice business was operating 
there.

A state audit warned that 

weak oversight was allow-
ing large-scale fraud, including 
cases where licenses were 
approved despite red flags, and 
complaints have continued to 
mount.

“Programs meant to help vul-
nerable people in their time of 
need are being exploited. The 
Newsom Administration owns 
that failure 100%.”

The task force, led by Vice 
President JD Vance, will focus 
on fraud in federally funded 
programs, including health care, 
housing and food assistance. 

César Chávez Day 
to be Renamed Farmworker Day

California is the largest state producer and exporter of 
agricultural products, including animal products, fruit and 
nuts. Over a third of the country’s vegetables and nearly 
three-quarters of the country’s fruits and nuts are grown in 
California. Photo courtesy of Freepik

California Comment on Latest 
Small Business Optimism Index

Main Street entrepreneurs thanked for helping keep 
the 20% Small Business Deduction alive

National Federation of Independent 
Business (NFIB) News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - From John 
Kabateck, state director for the National 
Federation of Independent Business 
(NFIB) in California, on findings from 
the monthly NFIB Small Business 
Optimism Index, which fell 0.5 points in 
February to 98.8 but remained slightly 
above the 52-year average of 98. The 
Uncertainty Index decreased three points 
from January to 88.

“With tax season upon us, I want to 
take this opportunity to once again thank 
every California small business owner 
who spoke up for keeping the 20% Small 
Business Tax Deduction alive and pre-
venting it from expiring at the end of last 
year. I think of small business owners 
like Beth Booth from San Diego County, 
who is now chair of our leadership coun-
cil, for traveling to Washington, D.C. to 
make a compelling case for preserving 
a valuable tool for small business sol-
vency. It’s members like her and many 
others who provide optimism when it’s 
needed most.”

In conjunction with the February 
report, NFIB also released a new episode 
of the NFIB Research Center’s “Small 
Business by the Numbers” podcast. 
Listen to the latest episode here.           

“Although optimism declined slightly, 
small businesses report feeling more 
certain in February as they look toward 
the coming months. High sales and 
increased profits made February a more 
positive month for many owners, but 
competition from large businesses is 
putting stress on Main Street firms as 

they navigate the current economic cli-
mate,” said NFIB Chief Economist Bill 
Dunkelberg.

Highlights from the Latest NFIB 
Small Business Optimism Index include 
the following. 

Seasonally adjusted, a net 34% 
reported raising compensation, up 2 
points from January and the highest level 
since March 2025.

The frequency of reports of positive 
profit trends rose 7 points from January to a 
net negative 14% (seasonally adjusted). The 
last time earnings trends were this high was 
in December 2021.

The net percent of owners raising average 
selling prices fell 2 points from January to a 
net 24% (seasonally adjusted). This marked 
the third consecutive month that actual 
price increases slowed, though the changes 
remain well above the historical average.

When asked to evaluate the overall health 
of their business, 12% rated it as excellent 
(down 2 points), 55% as good (up 1 point), 
26% as fair (down 1 point) and 5% as poor 
(up 1 point).

Keep up with the latest California small 
business news at www.nfib.com. Follow 
us on X @NFIB_CA and on Facebook @
NFIB.CA.

For over 80 years, NFIB has been 
advocating on behalf of America’s small 
and independent business owners, both 
in Washington, D.C., and in all 50 state 
capitals. NFIB is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan and member-driven association. 
Since our founding in 1943, NFIB has 
been exclusively dedicated to small and 
independent businesses and remains so 
today. For more information, please visit 
nfib.com. 
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Sacramento State 
Athletics News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Junior Irene Riva capped 
off an unbeaten 4-0 week by 
earning Big Sky Conference 
Player of the Week lau-
rels, helping the No. 66 
Sacramento State women’s 
tennis team to wins over Cal 
State Fullerton and league 
rival Northern Arizona last 
week.

The award is Riva’s sec-
ond of the season and the 
fourth by a Hornet this year 
along with teammates Lou 
Baudouin (Feb. 11) and 
Reese Walker (Feb. 25). 
The four awards are the 
most by any Big Sky school 
this season while Riva col-
lected the fifth of her career, 
tying her for fifth on the 
program’s all-time list with 
former teammate Mayya 
Gorbunova (2023-24) and 
Tatsiana Kapshai (2010-12).

Alongside partner Palina 
Saulevich, Riva posted a 

pair of doubles wins to start 
each match, clinching the 
doubles point against the 
Titans with a 7-5 win at 
No. 1, then followed that 
up with a tiebreaker victory 
against the Lumberjacks 
to help Sacramento State 
sweep the doubles point for 
only the second time this 
season — the first since the 
regular season opener.

In singles, Riva extended 
her personal winning streak 
to five straight matches with 
a pair of straight set wins at 
the No. 3 spot in the lineup. 
Her win over Fullerton’s 
Amelia Zylberman clinched 
the 4-2 win over the Titans 
and she added another 
straight set win over NAU’s 
Andrea Noguera to close 
out the weekend. 

American River 
College Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - ARC men's ten-
nis took a trip south to the 
central valley to take on 
Porterville and College of 
the Sequoias. 

Against  Portervi l le , 
Tijme Brunner stepped up 
to the #1 position and won 
in dominant fashion by the 
score of 6-1, 6-2 against the 
Porterville #1, Knautilus 
Vankham. Rudy Golen was 
even more dominating at 
#2 against Samuel Campos, 
winning without dropping a 
single game. 

AJ Dipoetra stepped into 
the lineup and also earned 
a 6-0, 6-0 victory. On Day 
2 of the trip the Beavers 
took on the # 7 team in 
NorCal, The College of 
the Sequoias Giants. It was 
another one-sided victory 
for ARC, winning the dual 

match 9-0. 
The Giants competed 

well, pushing ARC at the 
#1 doubles position, with 
the Beaver team of Landon 
Arendt/Tijme Brunner 
closed out a 9-7 victory 
after a hard-fought bat-
tle. In the singles, ARC put 
in their best performance 
of the season, beating the 

competitive COS players 
at each position without 
any Beaver player dropping 
more than 4 games. 

Arendt beat a tough 
opponent, Robert Dan, at 
the #1 spot by the score 
of 6-0, 6-4. Carson Parent 
dropped the fewest amount 
of games at #6, winning by 
the score of 6-0, 6-1. 

UC Davis Athletics Director Named 
NACDA Athletics Director Of the Year

UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - University 
of California, Davis, Director 
of Athletics Rocko DeLuca 
has been named a 2025–26 
NACDA Athletics Director of 
the Year (ADOY), the National 
Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) 
announced.

DeLuca was selected as one 
of 28 recipients across seven 
divisions of college athlet-
ics and represents the Division 
I FCS level. The award recog-
nizes athletics directors for their 
commitment to student-athletes, 
campuses and communities 
while demonstrating outstanding 
leadership within intercollegiate 
athletics.

“Rocko DeLuca and his 
family are important mem-
bers of the Aggie community 
and strong representatives of 
UC Davis,” Chancellor Gary 
S. May said. “He’s had a trans-
formative impact elevating 
academic achievement among 
our student-athletes, delivering 
championship performances and 
strategically positioning Aggie 
Athletics through meaningful 
resource enhancement. Rocko 
has led with integrity, vision 
and purpose. This recognition 
reflects the strong trajectory of 

our athletics program and we are 
proud of the leadership Rocko 
continues to provide UC Davis.”

The  NACDA Ath le t ics 
Director of the Year program, 
now in its 28th year, honors 
administrators who exemplify 
excellence in leadership, pro-
gram development and service to 
higher education.

Since becoming UC Davis 
Director of Athletics in 2021, 
DeLuca has guided Aggie 
Athletics through a period of 

significant competitive, aca-
demic and strategic growth. 
Under his leadership, UC Davis 
student-athletes have achieved a 
program-record 93% Graduation 
Success Rate, ranking among the 
top 10 nationally, while Aggie 
teams have captured 13 con-
ference championships and 29 
individual conference titles.

DeLuca has also led major ini-
tiatives that position UC Davis 
Athletics for long-term suc-
cess, including the department's 

IGNITE strategic plan; Aggie 
Ascent, a long-term vision for the 
future of our facilities; and the 
university's upcoming transition 
to the Mountain West Conference 
beginning July 1, 2026.

“I am honored and humbled 
to be recognized by NACDA 
along with my peers, and I am 
grateful to those on the selection 
committee for the recognition,” 
said DeLuca. “Ultimately, this 
award reflects the incredible stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and staff 

who make Aggie Athletics what 
it is.” They work hard each and 
every day to represent UC Davis 
with pride, and their commitment 
to excellence in competition, in 
the classroom and in our com-
munity is what drives the success 
of our programs. I am fortunate 
to work alongside such a ded-
icated group who care deeply 
about the student-athlete experi-
ence and about doing things the 
right way.

“Chancellor Gary May and 
our campus leadership team 
have been incredible partners to 
me and to Aggie Athletics and 
they recognize the importance 
of a strong athletics program 
within the university commu-
nity. Finally, I want to recognize 
our fans, alumni and donors 
who believe in what we're build-
ing and who continue to help us 
build tremendous momentum for 
our programs. Together, we are 
positioning UC Davis Athletics 
for an exciting future and the 
opportunities that lie ahead.”

Recipients of the NACDA 
Athletics Director of the Year 
award will be recognized during 
the 61st Annual NACDA & 
Affiliates Convention, held June 
7-10 in Las Vegas. Award win-
ners will be honored during 
the Association-Wide Featured 
Session on Tuesday, June 9 at 
Mandalay Bay Resort. 

University of California, Davis, Director of Athletics Rocko DeLuca has been recognized as the 2025–26 NACDA 
Athletics Director of the Year (ADOY) by the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). Photo 
courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

Beavers Shutout 
Porterville and Sequoias

ARC men's tennis took a trip south to the central valley to 
take on Porterville and College of the Sequoias. Photo courtesy of 
American River College Athletics 

Republic FC Signs 
Brooks Doolittle 

Brooks Doolittle joins a group of six current and former Academy players on this year’s first 
team roster. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Republic FC 
announced March 6 the addition of acad-
emy player Brooks Doolittle to the club’s 
first team roster. The goalkeeper has signed 
a USL Academy Contract, pending league 
and federation approval, and will be eligi-
ble to play in first team matches in 2026. 

“Bringing academy players onto the first 
team and introducing them to its environ-
ment prepares them for the next level,” 
said Republic FC Head Coach Neill 
Collins, “This is not an opportunity that 
everyone gets, and we’re looking forward 
to seeing how Brooks continues to grow 
from it.”

A Greenbrae, California native, 
Doolittle is a new addition to Republic 
FC’s academy. Since joining the 
Indomitable Club just last year, he has 
earned seven clean sheets in 12 appear-
ances. Prior to his appearance with SRFC, 
the 6’3" seventeen-year-old played for 
San Jose Earthquakes Academy and Bay 
Area Surf. He has also received invita-
tions to both U.S. Soccer ID camps and 

national training camps.  
Doolittle joins a group of six current and 

former Academy players on this year’s 
first team roster. Da’vian Kimbrough, 
Blake Willey and Chibi Ukaegbu have 
risen through the ranks to sign profes-
sional contracts with their hometown 
team, while defenders Rohan Chivukula 
and Luke Strassburg signed USL Academy 
Contracts in December. USL Academy 
Contracts allow academy players the 
chance to train and compete with the first 
team in professional matches while retain-
ing their NCAA eligibility. 

Since its inception in 2015, Republic 
FC’s Academy has created a strong, local 
pipeline of youth players ready for pro-
fessional-level competition, with over 40 
players earning the opportunity to join the 
first team on USL Academy contracts and 
over 25 going on to sign professional con-
tracts with Republic FC or other clubs. In 
2025, players from Sacramento’s youth 
academy combined for 80 gameday ros-
ter selections, 56 appearances and over 
3,000 minutes. 

Tickets  are  avai lable  now at 
SacRepublicFC.com. 

ARC Wins Big 8 Invite
American River College Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Despite 
coming off a hard week of training, 
ARC delivered an impressive 
performance to win the Big 8 
Invite. The team showed resil-
ience and depth across both 
swimming and diving events.

Sasha Samoylovich stayed 
right on her rested times and 
led the team in scoring, helping 
set the tone for ARC’s strong show-
ing. Ella Hanson also continued her 
momentum from a breakout meet the pre-
vious weekend, managing to swim close 

to those same fast times.
Amber Inderkum took on the 100 fly for 

the first time and turned in a very respect-
able 1:05, while Meg Gardner tackled the 

200 fly and dropped an impressive eight 
seconds from her previous best.

The diving crew added valuable 
points as well. Ashley Johnson 
dominated the boards, winning 
both events, while Arie Black 
placed third. Bridget Adams also 
contributed key top-three fin-
ishes on both boards, helping 

secure crucial points for the team.
Overall, it was a strong team effort and 

a great result for ARC after a demanding 
week of training. 

Riva Picks Up Second 
Big Sky Honor of 2026

The award is Riva’s second of the season and the fourth by a 
Hornet this year along with teammates Lou Baudouin (Feb. 11) 
and Reese Walker (Feb. 25). Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics


