
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - As part 
of a nationwide day of protest that 
drew an estimated 8 million partici-
pants, residents in Rancho Murieta 
and Wilton took to local intersections 
March 28 to make their voices heard.

While the local crowds were 

modest – about 60 people at each site 
– the turnout was notable for rural 
communities where public political 
expression is less common.

Demonstrators gathered at two 
high-traffic locations: Jackson 
Highway and Murieta Drive in 
Rancho Murieta, and Grant Line 
Road and Wilton Road in Sheldon. 
Participants held handmade signs, 
waved to passing cars and received 

a mix of honks, thumbs-up gestures 
and occasional negative reactions.

Both events remained peaceful.

Rancho Murieta Protest
About 62 people attended the 

March 28 protest in Rancho Murieta, 
a strong showing given the short 
notice, according to organizer Laura 
Loven.
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Community Honors Vietnam Veterans

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta Post 
of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars hosted a solemn 
observance of National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day 
at the community gazebo 
on March 29, honoring 
Vietnam veterans.

Established by Congress 
in 2017, the day recognizes 
the service and sacrifice 
of more than 3 million 
Americans who served in 
the Vietnam War, as well as 

the families who shared in 
that sacrifice.

VFW Pos t  Sen io r 
Commander  Michae l 
Mineni emceed the brief 
but solemn program, which 
included remarks on the 
meaning of the observance, 
heartfelt memories and 
reflections from several 
veterans, and the presenta-
tion of a flag to the widow 
of a local veteran.

The ceremony also fea-
tured a flag presentation 
by Scout Troop 233, two 
patriotic bugle perfor-
mances by musician Tai 
Wieler, and opening and 

Continued on page 12

The local observance of National Vietnam War Veterans Day unfolds at the gazebo on March 29. The Rancho Murieta Post of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars presented the event. From left are Norma Dawdry, Gregory Verdon, David Walters, Bill McCarver, 
Michael Mineni, Jeni Lawton and Don Craig.

No Kings Protests Draw Turnout 
in Rancho Murieta, Wilton

Rancho Murieta protesters gather near the Chevron station during the national No Kings protest on March 28. The number of 
protesters at that corner doubled later in the morning.

VFW Post Senior Commander Michael Mineni presents a flag 
to Elaine Fowler, recognizing the service of her husband, Lyle 
Fowler. He died in January.

CSD Reports 
Interrupted 
Burglary, 

Dangerous 
Prank

Two serious crimes are 
among the topics discussed 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
Security Committee April 2 
meeting. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A patrol officer likely 
interrupted a burglary at a 
Rancho Murieta business 
last month, while a separate 
firecracker vandalism inci-
dent nearly caused a crash, 
according to Security Sgt. 
Brandon Arino.

Arino delivered the 
report during the April 2 
meeting of the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Committee, where he out-
lined significant incidents 
from March.

The Security Committee 
includes two board mem-
bers – Director Linda 
Butler and Board President 
John Merchant – along 
with Security Sgt. Brandon 
Arino, Interim General 
Manager Amelia Wilder 
and other staff .  The 
committee reviews secu-
rity issues in depth and 
provides findings and rec-
ommendations to the full 
board.

Burglary Possibly 
Disrupted 

The burglary was dis-
covered around 5 a.m. 
March 22 at the Murieta 
Nail Lounge in the Murieta 
Plaza.

A patrol officer noticed 
a U-Haul truck parked out-
side the business and, upon 
closer inspection, found 
the front glass door shat-
tered. Inside, there were 
clear signs of forced entry, 
including damage to an 
ATM machine near the 
entrance and tampering 
with the cash register.

The U-Haul showed 
signs of being stolen, with 
its driver-side door lock 
tampered with, and had 
been backed up toward 
the storefront, suggesting 
it may have been intended 
to haul away equipment or 
cash.

The business owner told 
security that his doorbell 
camera system showed 
the break-in occurring 
at approximately 4:48 
a.m., capturing two sus-
pects wearing dark hooded 
sweatshirts and masks 
using a crowbar to force 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Loven said the demon-
stration was organized to 
provide a local opportunity 
for residents – particularly 
older adults – to partic-
ipate without having to 
travel into Sacramento, and 
reflected a desire among 
some residents to speak out 
publicly and create a vis-
ible presence within the 
community.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple here… and you have 
to drive so far to go any-
where,” Loven said. “Let’s 
do something locally… 
and let our friends and 
neighbors know what 
we’re thinking, too.”

“You start feeling more 
isolated out here,” she said. 
“It was so nice to see peo-
ple who think the way I 
think.”

Loven said the March 
28 gathering marked a 
sharp increase from ear-
lier efforts. The first protest 
drew only one participant: 
Pamela Haines. The second 
brought Haines and Loven, 
but at separate times.

Loven organized the 
third event by signing up 
with Indivisible, a national 
grassroots network that 
helps local groups coor-
dinate protests and civic 
action. Despite the lack 
of local advertising, more 
than 60 protesters showed 
up to wave signs at all four 
corners of the intersection.

Haines said her decision 
to participate is rooted in 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
message that “hate can-
not drive out hate; only 
love can do that,” and said 
she was encouraged by the 
growing turnout.

“I’m very, very happy 
about the evolution of 

people that are speaking 
out publicly and feeling 
safe enough to do it,” she 
said. “We are pushing for 
the good.”

Loven said reactions 
from passing motorists 
were mixed but were over-
whelmingly more positive 
than negative.

She plans to continue 
demonstrations as a regu-
lar vigil, scheduled Fridays 

from 3 to 6 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., allowing residents to 
participate for any length 
of time. Those interested 
can reach out at loven.
laura@gmail.com or 916-
494-9175, or they can just 
show up.

Wilton Protest
About 58 people par-

ticipated in the March 28 

Wilton protest, accord-
ing to organizer Melanie 
Ernould.

Although organized as a 
Wilton event it was held in 
Sheldon to take advantage 
of a busier intersection, 
and nearly all participants 
were from Wilton, Ernould 
said.

“I think it’s really 
important that… in these 
rural areas that we show up 

and we’re seen,” Ernould 
said. “I wouldn’t want any-
one out here to feel like 
they’re alone.

“I think our rights are 
getting stripped away; 
nothing is more important 
than that.

“For me, finding this 
group of people was a 
huge relief,” Ernould said. 
“Everybody was just so 
nice… warm.”

The effort grew from a 
much smaller start. The 
first gathering at Dillard 
and Wilton roads drew 
only a handful of par-
ticipants. After that, the 
protest was moved to the 
busier Sheldon intersec-
tion. A second event in 
October drew roughly 
the same number of par-
ticipants as the March 28 
protest, including a few 
from Rancho Murieta.

Their interactions with 
motorists were mostly pos-
itive, though not without 
moments reflecting the 
region’s political divide.

“Of course,  people 
flipped us off, but the 

numbers have consistently 
been like 10 honks to 
maybe one negative reac-
tion,” Ernould said.

On a lighter note, she 
recalled, “A couple drove 
by, and the husband was 
flipping us off, and the wife 
gave us a thumbs-up.”

Wilton protester Moira 
McCleary, a retired nurse, 
said she joined the pro-
test out of concern over 
broader national issues. 

“I believe in democracy, 
and it’s very disappointing 
what’s happening to our 
country,” McCleary said. 
“The old guards are get-
ting richer, and the poor are 
getting poorer. Absolutely, 
I’m a retired nurse, and it 
really bothers me that peo-
ple’s health care is being 
taken away. That is a right 
for everyone.”

For many participants, 
the protests were as much 
about visibility as persua-
sion: Simply showing up 
was a way to signal they 
were not alone.

See additional photos at 
therivervalleytimes.com. H 

No Kings Protests Draw Turnout 
in Rancho Murieta, Wilton

Wilton protesters Bob Chandler and Kelly Whitcomb engage with motorists at Wilton and 
Grant Line roads.

Rancho Murieta resident Fred Perkins waves a sign made by 
a friend.

Rancho Murieta protesters gather on the northeast corner of Jackson Highway and Murieta 
Drive.
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Garden Club Dives into Vernal Pools
Story and photos 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- From fairy shrimp to 
fishing poles, nature took 
center stage at the River 
Valley Garden Club’s 
March 24 meeting, as 
members heard a vivid pre-
sentation on California’s 
vernal pools and presented 
a $500 grant to support 
the Kiwanis Club’s annual 
Kids Fishing Day at Lake 
Clementia. About 30 peo-
ple attended the evening 
gathering at the Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Assoc i a t i on 
building.

Fishing Day Grant
The club presented a 

$500 community grant 
to the Rancho Murieta 
Kiwanis Club in support 
of its long-running Kids 
Fishing Day. Community 
Gran ts  Cha i r  Karen 
Bengard made the presen-
tation. The grant was part 
of the Garden Club’s ongo-
ing effort to support youth 
and outdoor programs.

Accepting the grant on 
behalf of Kiwanis, Pat 
Rooney thanked the club 
and described the Joe 
Mazzoni Kids Fishing Day, 
now in its 22nd year, as 
a popular event for chil-
dren ages 5 to 12 that 
typically draws about 100 
youngsters.

The day features fish-
ing with volunteer helpers 
and a hot dog lunch, giving 
local families a memorable 
time at the lake. 

“It’s just a wonderful 
event,” he said.

Vernal Pools
Guest speaker Professor 

Jamie Kneitel, chair of 
the Environmental Studies 
and Biological Services 

Departments at Sacramento 
State, introduced mem-
bers to the rich and often 
overlooked world of ver-
nal pools: those shallow 
depressions that fill with 
water in winter and then 
dry into colorful rings of 
wildflowers in spring. He 
explained that the pools 
form over a buried hardpan 
layer that traps winter rain 
and said that more than 
90% of California’s origi-
nal vernal pool habitat has 
already been lost to devel-
opment and other land-use 
changes.

Kneitel showed a video 
taken just weeks earlier, 
revealing the microscopic 
community of aquatic 

invertebrates that suddenly 
appears when the pools 
fill: fairy shrimp, cope-
pods, water fleas, worms 
and other tiny crustaceans. 
These “passive dispersers,” 
he said, survive the long 
dry season as tough rest-
ing eggs in the soil that can 
remain viable for decades 
until the water returns.

In contrast,  “active 
dispersers” such as mos-
quitoes, diving beetles and 
other flying insects live in 
the pools only during the 
wet phase before emerging 
and flying off to other hab-
itats. He also highlighted 
the pools’ larger residents 
– the California tiger sal-
amander and the Western 

spadefoot toad – which 
spend the dry months 
safely underground.

On the floral side, 
Kneitel showed slides of 
the wildflowers that make 
vernal pools famous: 
golden goldfields, intri-
cate calico flowers and 
his personal favorite, the 
tricolor monkeyflower, 
which he described as “just 
so cute.” Many of these 
plants are found only in 
vernal pools, and some 
are listed as threatened or 
endangered. He also intro-
duced the audience to the 
Boggs Lake Dodder, an 
orange, thread-like para-
sitic vine that wraps around 
host plants such as coyote 

thistle and siphons off 
water and nutrients.

While  the parasi te 
looks destructive, Kneitel 
described a field study 
by one of his students at 
Mather Field showing that 
plots where the dodder 
was left alone actually had 
higher plant species diver-
sity than plots where it was 
removed. 

“It suppresses the stron-
gest competitors,” he 
explained, “and that opens 
space for more species to 
coexist.”

In closing, he empha-
sized that vernal pools 
are an iconic part of 
C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  n a t u -
ral heritage but also 
among its most imper-
iled ecosystems, and that 
stronger conservation and 
careful management will 
be needed to protect their 
unique plants and animals 
for future generations.

May 9 Plant Sale
In other business, Plant 

Sale Chair Deb Rooney 
outlined plans for the 
club’s annual plant sale, 
set for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 9 in the 

RMA parking lot. Calling 
it the Garden Club’s major 
fundraiser of the year, she 
said proceeds help to sup-
port the club’s grants, 
scholarships and commu-
nity projects.

Rooney urged mem-
bers to donate plants, pots, 
garden art and other gar-
den-related items, and 
to volunteer for setup 
and sale-day duties. The 
event will feature plant 
tables, a raffle, a chil-
dren’s Mother ’s  Day 
project, a Master Gardener 
information table and 
flower-arranging demon-
strations, with finished 
arrangements available for 
purchase. Large shade tents 
provided by the Rancho 
Murieta Association will 
help to keep plants – and 
volunteers – comfortable 
as the club works to wel-
come the community and 
raise funds for its many 
activities.

More information about 
the club can be found at its 
website: rivervalleygarden-
club.net.

See additional photos at 
therivervalleytimes.com. H

Professor Jamie Kneitel of Sacramento State shares his enthusiasm for California’s vernal 
pools during a presentation to the River Valley Garden Club on March 24.

A slide shows a vernal pool flooded in winter and then carpeted with wildflowers in spring.

Club member Karen Bengard presents a $500 check to Pat 
Rooney of the Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta. The club will 
use the grant money to buy rods and reels for the upcoming 
Kids Fishing Day.
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Luxury living begins with 
Terrata Homes

Your New Home Awaits. 
Call Today! 866-896-4929

www.terratahomes.com/california/sacramento/murieta-hills
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Please contact Artistic Director/Owner Doreen at (916) 296-6503 
for more information 

Beginner/Intermediate Level (50+) 
Mondays and Thursdays 1:00 pm – 2:30pm 

Vaganova Russian Training by Alexa 

Beginner/Intermediate Level (18+) 
Wednesdays 1:00 pm – 2:30pm 

ABT Classical Training by Briana 

Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS
Find out what’s happening 

in your local area at...

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

T H E R I V E R VA L L E Y T I M E S . C O M
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By CalMatters Staff 
CalMatters.org

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Where 
do I vote? Am I registered to 
vote? Does everyone get a ballot 
in the mail? Get the answers to 
your election day questions ahead 
of California’s June 2 primary 
election.

How do I vote? Does every-
one get a ballot in the mail? Yes. 
Under state law, vote-by-mail 
ballots are sent to every active 
registered voter. 

When will I receive my mail-
in-ballot? Counties will begin 
mailing ballots May 4.

How do I return my mail-in 
ballot? Mail it to your county 
elections office; to be counted, 
ballots have to be postmarked on 
or before June 2 and received by 
election offices by June 9. Drop 
it off at a ballot drop box, vote 
center or polling location any-
where in the state. Ask someone 
you trust to do it for you, but that 
person can’t receive payment for 
doing it.

Can I vote in person? Where 
is my polling place or vote cen-
ter? Yes, although mailing your 
ballot as soon as possible is the 
best way to get your vote counted 
fast. You can find out where to 
vote in the following ways. Visit 
https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/, 
text “VOTE” to GOVOTE (468-
8683), call the secretary of state’s 
hotline at (800) 345-VOTE, check 
your county Voter Information 
Guide or contact your county 
elections office 

If you live in one of 30 coun-
ties, you’ll have increased 
options, including as many as 10 
days of in-person early voting.

How do I register to vote? 
Am I registered to vote? You 
can check the secretary of state’s 
website (https://voterstatus.sos.
ca.gov/). You’ll need to enter your 
name, date of birth and either 
your California driver license, 
identification card number or the 
last four digits of your Social 
Security number. If you don’t 
have those available, contact your 
county elections office or the sec-
retary of state via email or phone 
at 800-345-8683.

If you’ve changed your name 
since the last time you voted, or 
if you moved and didn’t notify 
the Department of Motor Vehicles 
or U.S. Postal Service, you may 
have to register again. If you hav-
en’t voted in several consecutive 
general elections, your registra-
tion may have been canceled.

How do I register? Visit 
https://registertovote.ca.gov/. 
You’ll need the same information 
as above.

If the DMV has your signature 
on file, you’ll be able to complete 
the process online. If not, you’ll 
need to print, sign and mail your 
completed application to your 
county elections office. You can 
also pick up a paper application at 
elections offices, any DMV office 
and at many post offices, public 
libraries and government offices. 
You’ll be contacted when your 
application is approved, or if you 
need to provide more information.

What happens if I miss the 
voter registration deadline? The 
last day to register online for the 
primary election is May 18. If 
you are registering or re-register-
ing less than 15 days before May 
18, you must complete same-day 
voter registration and request 
your ballot in person at your 
county elections office or polling 
location. 

How do I change my political 
party if I’m already registered? 
You’ll need to re-register to vote.

What if I need help with 
voting? What if I need voter 
information in a language 
other than English? The sec-
retary of state’s office has voter 
instructions in the following lan-
guages: Spanish, Hindi, Chinese, 
Japanese,  Khmer,  Korean, 
Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese. 
Your county elections office may 
offer additional languages. 

When will I receive my voter 
guide? The statewide voter 

information guide will be avail-
able online by April and will be 
mailed to voters later that month.

What am I voting on? The 
June primary election is the first 
opportunity for Californians to 
choose which candidates will 
appear on the general election 
ballot in November. Unlike some 
other states, California’s prima-
ries are nonpartisan, so the top 
two vote-getters in each race will 
advance to the November elec-
tion, regardless of political party. 

The ballot is packed with state 
and federal races, most notably 
the race to succeed Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, who is term-limited and 
cannot run for reelection. In addi-
tion to the governor’s race, voters 
will be asked to choose candidates 
for Congress, the state Legislature 
and a slate of statewide offices 
including insurance commissioner 
and treasurer. 

Can I leave work to vote? Yes. 
California requires time off for 
voting if employees don’t have 
enough time outside work hours. 
You can take as much time as 
you need, but employers are only 
required to pay for a maximum 
of two hours. Employers may 
require advance notice. The time 
off must be at the beginning or 
the end of your shift. Employers 
are required to post a notice about 
this 10 days before a statewide 
election.

How can I track my ballot? 

Visit california.ballottrax.net/
voter/ to register for California’s 
BallotTrax tool, where you can 
check your ballot status and 
opt in to receive email or text 
notifications.

Is my ballot safe? Yes, voting 
by mail or dropping your bal-
lot in an approved drop box is a 
safe and efficient way to vote. 
Fraudulent voting is uncommon 
and incredibly difficult given 
California’s strict voter verifica-
tion procedures. Mail-in ballots 
will only be sent to voters whose 
address and identity have been 
verified by county election offi-
cials. Their vote will only be 
counted once those officials verify 
that the voter’s signature on the 
envelope matches the one on file.

You can find more informa-
tion about California’s election 
and voting process on the secre-
tary of state’s website. The office 
takes any allegations of elec-
tion fraud seriously. Anyone can 
submit a complaint using the 
following form sos.ca.gov/elec-
tions/publications-and-resources/
voter-complaint.

What if I have special cir-
cumstances? What should I do 
if I marked my ballot wrong, 
or otherwise messed it up? If 
you haven’t turned it in yet, you 
can exchange your mail ballot for 
a new one at an elections office, 
ask an election official at the poll-
ing place for a new ballot, or 

vote using a provisional ballot. 
If you have mailed or turned in 
your ballot, there’s no way to fix 
it. Contact your county elections 
office for a new ballot. 

What if the signature on my 
ballot doesn’t match the one 
on file? County election offi-
cials check the signatures on the 
return envelope against signa-
tures on your voter registration 
card to make sure no one tries 
to improperly cast your ballot. It 
still remains confidential; the bal-
lot is separated from the envelope 
before it is counted.

Voters with ballots with miss-
ing signatures or ones that don’t 
match are notified and given an 
opportunity to correct the problem 
before the election is certified.

What happens if I don’t 
receive my ballot? Contact your 
county elections office. 

Help! I dropped off my bal-
lot to a drop box in the wrong 
county. Don’t worry – the county 
will pass it on to the correct elec-
tions office. 

I forgot to detach the stub 
from my ballot. Can I open the 
sealed envelope and reseal it 
myself? You can, but the secre-
tary of state’s office recommends 
contacting your local county elec-
tions office. They’ll ultimately be 
processing your ballot, and they 
can offer the best guidance on 
whether you should reopen it or 
just leave the stub attached. 

Get Ready for California’s 2026 Primary
Your Questions About Voting, Answered

Where do I vote? Am I registered to vote? Does everyone get a ballot in the mail? Get the answers to your election day questions ahead of California’s 
June 2 primary election. Photo courtesy Freepik
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Following is a summary of 
activity for the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For full 
security log details, go to the 
CSD website at rmcsd.com.

March 23
5:15 a.m., Patrol responded to 

a report of a suspicious subject 
at the Post Office. Upon arrival, 
Patrol contacted a male adult 
in his 50s, approximately 5’9”, 
wearing a blue sweater and blue 
shoes, riding a bicycle. The sub-
ject stated he was a resident and 
was reviewing a job posting on 
the door. Dispatch later advised 
that an employee felt threatened 
and reported the subject was 
recording her. Patrol remained in 
the area until clearing at approxi-
mately 5:40 a.m.

3:40 p.m., Patrol contacted 
a non-resident fishing approx-
imately 50 yards into Rancho 
Murieta property near the Yellow 
Bridge. Subject was advised of 
trespassing and complied with 
direction to leave.

9:10 p.m., Patrol contacted a 
resident in a Chevrolet pickup 
in the North back area near Lake 
Calero after hours. Subject was 
advised of RMA regulations and 
complied with direction to leave.

10:45 p.m., Stonehouse Park: 
Patrol observed significant dam-
age to the drainage system near 
the women’s restroom during 
routine lockup. Photos were 
taken and information forwarded 
to Dispatch and RMA.

11:43 p.m., Patrol located an 

unoccupied black Volkswagen 
sedan at Lake Clementia after 
hours in violation of park hours. 
Citation issued. Vehicle was con-
firmed to belong to a guest of a 
resident.

March 24
12:45 a.m., Guadalupe Drive: 

Patrol responded to a speeding 
complaint. Subjects were gone 
on arrival. Patrol remained in the 
area and will conduct targeted 
traffic enforcement.

4 p.m., Camino Del Lago: 
Reporting party told of an earlier 
disturbance occurring at approx-
imately 7 a.m. during a walk 
around Lake Chesbro, alleg-
ing she was shoved by a subject 
associated with a former walking 
group member. Patrol contacted 
involved party (Via Del Cerrito), 
who denied any physical alter-
cation and stated there was no 
verbal or physical contact. No 
injuries reported; incident docu-
mented for record.

5:50 p.m., 10th Fairway, South 
Course, Patrol contacted three 
young adult males fishing on 
the golf course. Subjects were 
advised of trespassing and com-
plied with direction to leave, 
relocating to the Cosumnes 
River.

6:20 p.m., Patrol responded 
to reports of glass debris in the 
roadway near Via Bernini. Debris 
was partially cleared, and RMA 
Maintenance was notified for fur-
ther cleanup.

9:25 p.m., Patrol responded to 
a report of a loud verbal argu-
ment between a male and female. 
Upon arrival, reporting party 

advised the disturbance orig-
inated near Pera Drive. Patrol 
remained in the area for observa-
tion and notified the Sacramento 
County Sheriff's Office. No units 
were immediately available. 

March 25
3:37 p.m., Lago Drive, Patrol 

responded to a report involving 
a delivery driver requesting con-
tact with a resident. Upon arrival, 
Patrol contacted a Spark/Walmart 
delivery driver who was deaf 
and experiencing issues with the 
delivery application. The resident 
contacted Walmart Customer 
Care, and the issue was resolved. 
Driver departed without incident.

March 26
1:10 p.m., Officer Passer 

responded to a report of a vehicle 
striking a gate arm. Upon arrival, 
involved vehicle had left the 
scene. Gate Officer Diaz advised 
the vehicle clipped the gate arm 
and continued without stopping. 
Gate was reset and functioning 
normally.

7:30 p.m., Puerto Drive, Patrol 
responded to a noise complaint 
involving a vehicle with a loud 
exhaust. Resident was contacted 
and advised. Resident stated they 
were preparing the vehicle for a 
trip and agreed to keep noise at a 
reasonable level.

12:50 p.m., Camino Del Lago, 
Officer Passer responded to a 
request for documentation from 
resident regarding ongoing issues 
with individuals previously asso-
ciated with her walking group. 
Resident reported that two par-
ties were congregating near the 

rear gate of her property during 
her routine morning activ-
ity, causing her concern. Patrol 
advised the resident to contact 
the Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Office to file a report and request 
further guidance.

10:27 p.m., Welfare check, 
Linksman Court  (Murieta 
South): Patrol responded to a 
welfare check request. Reporting 
party was concerned for her 
mother, who was not answering 
her phone. Residence appeared 
secure with lights off and no 
response at the door. No signs of 
distress observed. 

10:40 p.m., Patrol observed a 
blue Club Car golf cart with four 
juvenile males and a black Audi 
in Riverview Park after hours in 
violation of Rule IX Section 3. 
Vehicles initially departed prior 
to identification; Patrol later 
located both vehicles near Greens 
Park and obtained identifying 
information. Citations issued.

March 28
12 :15  a .m . ,  L inksman 

Court (Murieta South): Patrol 
responded to a noise complaint 
related to a prior welfare check. 
Contact was made with the 
reporting party’s daughter, who 
advised her mother (housesit-
ting at the residence) was inside 
and sleeping. No further issues 
observed.

March 31
5:30 a.m., RMCSD responded 

to a report of water flow lifting 
a storm drain manhole on Via 
Sereno. No active water flow was 
observed upon arrival; however, 

a slightly lifted manhole with 
asphalt displacement was noted 
in front of 2 Via Sereno. RMCSD 
Water Operations was notified 
and responded.

April 1
6:40 p.m., While conducting 

routine patrol, RMCSD observed 
a guest fishing at Lake Clementia 
without the resident present. 
Contact was made with the guest, 
who advised they were visit-
ing Pera Drive. The guest was 
informed of RMA regulations 
and instructed to leave the area. 
The guest complied without inci-
dent. Area clear.

5 p.m., RMCSD received a 
report of reckless driving on 
Jackson Road. A white Kia was 
reported passing multiple vehi-
cles in a no-passing zone over 
a double yellow line. A sec-
ond report was received shortly 
after for following too closely 
on Celebrar Street involving the 
same vehicle. The vehicle was 
identified as belonging to a res-
ident of Billar Court. RMCSD 
Patrol made contact with the 
parent of the driver and advised 
them of the complaints.

April 2
10:47 p.m., RMCSD Patrol 

observed a group of individu-
als skating in the parking lot of 
Laguna Joaquin after posted 
park hours. Two vehicles were 
associated with the group, one 
belonging to a resident and 
one to a guest. The group was 
advised of park hours and  com-
plied by leaving the area without 
further incident.� H

SECURITY LOGS

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club hosted 
its second annual Spring 
into Giving Bingo on 
March 25 at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, 
blending bingo, lunch 
and charitable giving in 
support of the Sacramento-
based Wellspring Women’s 
Center.

Club President Bonnie 
Kirschman opened the lun-
cheon with upbeat news, 
announcing that 15 new 
members have joined since 
October, signaling what 
she called “a great start 
to 2026.” She encouraged 
members to continue invit-
ing neighbors and friends 
as the club grows.

Kirschman also thanked 
Vicki Joyner and her com-
mittee for organizing the 
December Holiday Home 
Tour and for once again 
creating the luncheon’s 
table centerpieces, this 
time featuring miniature 
roses.

Wellspring Women’s 
Center

Event chair Toni Anania 
welcomed attendees to 
the “Spring into Giving” 
fundraiser and expressed 
appreciation for the strong 
turnout and donations.

“My heart is warmed 
to see all the donations. 

Thank you, thank you, 
thank you,” Anania said, 
noting the club is now in 
its second year supporting 
the organization.

She reminded members 
that Wellspring provides 
“a safe gathering place, 
healthy meals and other 
forms of assistance to 
vulnerable women and 
children,” emphasizing that 
any woman and her chil-
dren are welcome.

Founded in 1987 by the 
Sisters of Social Service, 
the center serves roughly 
200 women and children 
each weekday, offering 
meals, counseling and 
basic necessities in a sup-
portive environment.

M e m b e r s  w e r e 

encouraged to donate non-
perishable food, hygiene 
items, baby supplies and 
other essentials.

Bingo
Fol lowing  open ing 

remarks, Anania outlined 
the bingo format, explain-
ing that participants could 
play one or two cards and 
compete across a variety of 
themed patterns.

Winners selected prizes 
ranging from gift baskets 
to local gift cards, while 
Kirschman called num-
bers projected on a screen. 
Printed pattern sheets were 
provided at each table.

The lively rounds of 
bingo served as both enter-
tainment and a centerpiece 

fundraiser, with partici-
pants enjoying a mix of 
friendly competition and 
social interaction.

Blood Drive
The luncheon also 

included an update on the 
club’s ongoing blood drive 
efforts.

Committee co-chair Patti 
Keating reported that the 
October drive collected 45 
whole-blood donations and 
six Power Red donations, 
totaling 56 pints. Fifty-
seven donors registered, 
including one first-time 
participant.

Kirschman noted the 
drives have earned a strong 
reputation with Vitalant 
staff, who appreciate the 
club’s hospitality and 
home-baked goods.

Members  who  a re 
unable to donate blood 
were encouraged to volun-
teer by baking or helping 

to contact donors: efforts 
organizers say are essential 
to maintaining the pro-
gram’s success.

Other Business
In other updates, the 

luncheon itself featured a 
full meal of Caesar salad, 
breadsticks, a choice of 
meat or vegetarian glu-
ten-free lasagna, and a 
vanilla ice cream sundae 
for dessert.

Looking ahead, the club 
announced its next lun-
cheon will be held May 27 
and will feature a “Music 
Through the Decades” 
program.

Anania said attend-
ees will be entertained by 
the Blowbacks, a local 
band known for perform-
ing music from the 1940s 
through the 2000s, includ-
ing big band, Motown, 
jazz and classic rock. She 
encouraged members to 

“be here and wear your 
dancing shoes.”

Wellspring Delivery
When Kirschman and 

Anania delivered the dona-
tions to Wellspring after 
the luncheon, they dis-
covered their  t iming 
couldn’t have been any 
better. Development and 
Communications Associate 
Jessica Mougharbel told 
them the center was run-
ning low on several 
essential items, making 
the club’s contributions 
especially meaningful. 
Kirshman said one com-
ment “certainly made us 
feel good.”

“It takes a village” to 
serve the center’s clients, 
Mougharbel told them, 
adding that the Rancho 
Murieta Women’s Club is 
“part of our village.”

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

Spring Into Giving: Women’s Club Combines Bingo, Charity

President Bonnie Kirschman calls the Bingo numbers when the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club 
celebrates spring at its “Spring into Giving Bingo” luncheon on March 24.

Carole Cline adds her contributions to the donations collected for the Wellspring Women’s 
Center as part of the luncheon.

From left, Patti Keating, Sheryl Bray and Erin Reid are intent on winning a Bingo.

Sharon McGowan helps Patti Lightfoot to select a prize after 
she wins the first Bingo.
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Kiwanis Slates  
Kids Fishing Day April 25

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta 
has scheduled the Joe Mazzoni, Sr. 
Memorial Kids Fishing Day, rain or shine, 
for Saturday, April 25 from 8 a.m. to noon 
at Lake Clementia in Rancho Murieta. 
Now in its 20th year, the event is open to 
children in kindergarten through 8th grade. 
The event can accommodate  100 children 
on a first-come, first-served basis. A free 
hot dog lunch will be served to participat-
ing children and their parents/guardians. 
Prizes will be awarded for the biggest fish 
by weight for both girls and boys.

Pre-registration is required. To pre-reg-
ister, please call or visit the Rancho 
Murieta Association at (916) 354-3500 
and leave your contact phone number and 
the names of children who will be partici-
pating. This event is only open to Rancho 
Murieta residents and their guests. Parents 
or guardians must sign Waiver of Liability 
forms available the day of the event to 
allow children to participate. Please bring 
your own fishing poles and tackle. We will 
have a limited number available to loan.

Blood Drive Slated April 27
Vitalant will hold its next Rancho 

Murieta Community Blood Drive from 
noon to 6:15 p.m. Monday, April 27 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 14673 
Cantova Way. The event is sponsored by 
the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club and 
the Knights of Columbus. 

Appointments can be made online at 
donors.vitalant.org using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling Vitalant at 877-
258-4825. Walk-ins will be accepted as 
space permits. Donors will receive a cou-
pon for a free donut from Local Bean 
Café. Donors also will be entered into a 

drawing for a $50 credit for the Murieta 
Inn8 Cupola Spa donated by the Murieta 
Inn and $50 card for the Local Bean Café 
donated by Carole Thames of Town and 
Country Real Estate. 

Eat well and drink plenty of water 
before donating, and bring a photo ID. For 
eligibility questions, call 877-258-4825 or 
visit vitalant.org. 

One donation can save more than one 
life; there’s no substitute for volunteer 
blood donors.

Bookmobile to Host Family 
Story Time April 15

The Sacramento Public Library 
Bookmobile visits the Rancho Murieta 
Village Clubhouse every Wednesday from 
9 a.m. to noon. Visitors can sign up for a 
library card and check out books, mag-
azines, DVDs and audiobooks. Book 
clubs may also request a “Book Club in a 
Box,” which includes 10 to 12 copies of a 
selected title.

On April 15, the bookmobile will offer 
a Family Story Time from 10:30 to 11 
a.m. outside the clubhouse. The program 
features songs, rhymes, movement activ-
ities and stories designed to support early 
learning skills for children up to age 5. 
Older siblings are welcome.

Scouts Slate Shredding Event
Got a pile of paperwork ready to go? 

Scout Troop 633 invites the commu-
nity to a secure paper-shredding event 
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 2 at 
the Rancho Murieta Association Building 
parking lot. It’s an easy way to declutter, 
safeguard your information and support 
local Scouts. 

The suggested donation is $15 per bank-
er’s box, reflecting increased truck and 
fuel costs this year. � H

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/River-Valley-Times/
Stop by for a visit

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

"Chief Warrant Offi-
cer 3 Robert Mar-
zan. A Husband, 
Father, brother, Son 
and most impor-
tantly Hero. He lost 
his life while serving 
and protecting his 
country he loved. 
He was a lifelong 
member of the mil-
itary, a family man 
and loving father. 
His unexpected and 
unfortunate passing left many of his family, friends and fellow service 
members at a loss. This heartbreaking loss is not something the peo-
ple Robert has touched and left his mark on will ever forget. He lost 
his life far too young and leaves behind his wonderful wife, and two 

wonderful children. 
The hope for this fund 
is to help relieve some 
of the travel and hous-
ing expenses associ-
ated with this unfore-
seen tragedy. All funds 
and donations raised 
will go directly to the 
Marzan family. Rest in 
power Robert and may 
we meet again."

Go to  www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-the-marzan-familys-loss 
to make your doanation, or scan the QR code.

Images provided by Go-Fund-Me.
Advertisement donated by  

Messenger Publishing Group and the Elk Grove Citizen

Help the family  
of a local hero

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

therivervalleytimes.com/calendar
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It’s not just Israel. 
One of the least con-

vincing arguments of op-
ponents of the Iran war is 
that it is a conflict initi-
ated by the Jewish state 
for its own benefit -- the 
U.S. is just along for 
the ride.

This view not only 
discounts the U.S. inter-
est in defanging Iran but 
also neglects that there 
are other countries in the 
region besides Israel and 
Iran and that they, too, 
have a stake in the out-
come of this war. 

If there’s anything that 
Iran has succeeded in do-
ing over the first month 
of battle, it is further 
demonstrating the intol-
erable threat that it rep-
resents to the region. 

The so-called Gulf Co-
operation Council states 
-- Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab 
Emirates -- have the mis-
fortune of being located 
just across the Persian 
Gulf from Iran, putting 
them on the front line of 
the war. 

A key element of Iran’s 
strategy has been to im-
pose economic pain on 
these states to force them 
to press the United States 
into staying its hand. 

While the effective clo-
sure of the Strait of Hor-
muz is indirectly harm-
ing the United States 
by driving up the global 
price of crude and other 
materials, it is a direct 
blow to the Gulf states, 
since the Saudis, Ku-
waitis and Emiratis send 
the majority of their oil 

through the waterway. 
The Iranians have 

struck the Gulf states 
with missiles and drones 
by the thousands. The 
ongoing blitz is damag-
ing energy infrastructure 
and destroying the repu-
tation of the Gulf states 
as an oasis of calm and 
economic development 
in an otherwise turbulent 
region. 

There’s no insurance 
policy against having a 
fanatic millenarian state 
as a neighbor, while 
nothing quite concen-
trates the mind like an 
unprovoked drone attack 
on one of your luxury 
hotels -- or your airports, 
oil fields and data cen-
ters. 

Iran likes to pretend 
that it is only striking at 
military infrastructure, 
but that’s absurd.  

As long as Iran is run 
on its current basis, it is 
a grave danger to these 
countries, which, prior 
to the war, tried to keep 
their heads down or even 
get closer to Iran as a way 
to mitigate the threat. 

This is the approach 
that the Saudis tried af-
ter an Iran-backed attack 
hampered the country’s 
oil production in 2019. 

That experiment is 
now done. According to 
published reports, the 
crown prince of Saudi 
Arabia, Mohammed bin 
Salman, privately urged 
Trump to launch the war 
even as the Saudis talked 
up diplomacy in public, 
and now MBS has been 
telling Trump to go all 
the way and topple the 
Iranian government. 

The New York Times 
relates that the Saudi 

leader “is concerned that 
if Mr. Trump pulls back 
now, Saudi Arabia and 
the rest of the Middle East 
will be left to confront an 
emboldened and furious 
Iran on their own.”

The UAE has been a 
particular Iranian target. 
Its ambassador to the 
U.S. wrote in The Wall 
Street Journal recently, 
“We need a conclusive 
outcome that address-
es Iran’s full range of 
threats: nuclear capabil-
ities, missiles, drones, 
terror proxies and block-
ades of international 
sea lanes.”

One is tempted to con-
clude that the Gulf states 
are “all neocons now.” 
That would be overstat-
ing it, though. Despite 
getting hit by Iran, Oman 
is maintaining its tradi-
tional posture as a medi-
ator and Qatar is always 
a bad actor.

Much depends on how 
the war ultimately turns 
out, but it is easy to see 
the Gulf states looking 
to the United States for 
greater security guar-
antees and warming up 
further to Israel, which 
is demonstrating the mil-
itary might to confront 
an Iran that has no com-
punction about lashing 
out at states that are do-
ing it no harm. 

It may be easy for hos-
tile U.S. observers to 
portray the Iran war as 
about Israel and only Is-
rael, but the Gulf states 
unfortunately know bet-
ter -- and have the battle 
damage to prove it.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Iran’s
Other Enemies

This isn’t a Race for California Governor; 
It’s More Like a Game of Chicken

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Political media habitu-
ally use “race” to describe 
contests for public office. 
However the word implies 
movement and there-
fore would be inaccurate if 
applied to this year’s elec-
tion of a new governor.

Sixty-one names will be 
on the June 2 primary bal-
lot, including 10 leaders who 
profess to be serious about 
seeking the office.

However, they aren’t 
racing. Rather, the eight 
top-polling Democrats seem 
to be in a children’s game, 
sitting in a circle staring at 
each other, waiting for some-
one to blink. Meanwhile, the 
two top Republicans are tak-
ing potshots at each other, 
potentially undermining the 
GOP’s only chance to elect a 
governor for the first time in 
two decades.

For weeks voter polls 
have found that three 
Democrats are locked in a 
tie, albeit at a puny level, 
around 10%, while the other 
five Democrats are buried in 
single digits.

California’s top-two pri-
mary election system has 
all candidates listed on the 
same ballot, regardless of 
party, with the two top fin-
ishers then advancing to the 
November general election.

Given the size of the field, 
anyone garnering around 
20% in June would probably 
earn a place in the runoff — 
or about twice what the three 

Democrats at the top — 
Katie Porter, Eric Swalwell 
and Tom Steyer — currently 
have.

With mail voting set to 
begin in a month, the cal-
endar is beginning to be a 
factor. Every ballot that’s 
mailed removes that voter 
from having his or her mind 
changed. One should expect, 
therefore, that those with 
even semi-realistic chances 
of making the cut would be 
waging all-out campaigns 
by now.

However,  the  only 
highly visible campaign is 
that of billionaire Steyer, 
who’s not only hopping 
around the state for per-
sonal appearances but 
shelling out millions of his 
own bucks for television and 
internet ads.

Much of Steyer’s cam-
paign is aimed at Swalwell, 
who has obtained substantial 
union support, most prom-
inently from the California 
Teachers  Associat ion. 
Swalwell also benefits 
from the threats of Donald 
Trump’s FBI to release files 
from its investigation of 
Swalwell’s relationship with 
a supposed Chinese spy.

Steyer and Swalwell 
seem to be vying for the 
most left-leaning bloc of 
Democratic voters, while 
Porter is coasting on the 
name identification gained 
during her losing campaign 
for the U.S. Senate two years 
ago and hoping that being 
the only woman in the trio 
will lift her into one of the 
top two finishes.

Democratic Party leaders 
are openly worried, though, 
that the two Republicans 
— Steve Hilton and Chad 
Bianco — could finish 1-2, 
thereby ensuring the election 
of a GOP governor. They 
would like the five lower-tier 
Democratic candidates to 

publicly surrender, thereby 
enhancing chances that a 
Democrat would make it 
to November.

However, members of 
that Democratic quintet 
show no signs of quitting, 
and if they continue to 
soldier on, despite scant sup-
port, the possibility of a 1-2 
Republican primary finish 
continues.

The GOP’s only chance 
of achieving such an upset 
would be for Hilton and 
Bianco to operate as a team, 
pushing their support — 
16% and 14% respectively 
in the latest poll — to the 
magic 20% level. However, 
they are campaigning as 
opponents, even though if 
just one of them makes the 
November ballot he would 
almost certainly lose to 
whichever Democrat sur-
vives the primary.

This static, who-will-
blink-first scenario does 
contain one surprising 
aspect — the failure of San 
Jose Mayor Matt Mahan to 
unleash the blitz he needs 
to climb into contention, 
despite having apparently 
unlimited support from 
wealthy Silicon Valley fig-
ures who want a tech- and 
business-friendly governor.

On Wednesday, Politico 
reported there was a shakeup 
in the Mahan campaign due 
to what were termed differ-
ences over strategy. Maybe 
that explains why his cam-
paign has been so anemic 
after his much-ballyhooed 
late entry. He hasn’t been 
racing much either.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The time has come to reflect on the 
2025-26 season for the Sacramento Kings, 
and without a doubt it was a season of ups
and downs. 

Injuries are a part of the game, and every 
team has their fair share, but the Kings were 
decimated like never before and never recov-
ered from the ubiquitous eff ect it had on the 
entire team and its fan base.

After inexplicably trading away Jonas 
Valanciunas, the Kings decided to roll the 
dice with rookie Maxime Rayaud, and gam-
ble that he could capably hold down the 
fort in the event of an injury to Domantas 
Sabonis; a gamble that was ill conceived and 
was nothing more than a cost-saving measure 
that invariably left the Kings shorthanded.

Yes, Maxime had his bright spots, and if 
nothing else the organization had the oppor-
tunity to allow this 7-foot rookie to get his 
feet wet in the NBA. Baptism by fi re it was, 
and in my book, Maxime proved himself a 
capable back-up center. As for a starting NBA 
center, I don’t believe that’s what the Kings 
have in their second-round draft choice of a 
year ago.

Their first-round draft choice Nique 
Cliff ord has been praised by many and cer-
tainly was given all the playing time he 
wanted, but like his counterpart, Nique had 
some glaring holes in his NBA game.

Appearing in 68 games, Cliff ord averaged 
nearly 25 minutes per game while scoring 
just 7.7 points per game. His 31 percent from 
3-point land was one of the reasons the Kings 
rank dead last in 3-point shooting this year, 
and although his 41 percent from the fi eld is 
not impressive, it’s his 68 percent from the 
free throw line that is truly glaring.

I expected more from Clifford, and 
although I’m not giving up on him, no
starting point guard in the NBA can put up 
such numbers and expect to play on a win-
ning team. 

So, what does that say about the role of the 
point guard as it relates to the Sacramento 
Kings? Are they still looking? I would hope 
so, because there is no one talking about 
Russell Westbrook coming back next season, 
and without him, that leaves Devin Carter to 
split time with Nique Cliff ord. 

The Kings find themselves in the same 

position they were in a year ago, when they 
signed Dennis Schroder to be the start-
ing point guard for the team. It wasn’t long 
before he was replaced by Russell Westbrook 
in the starting lineup and eventually traded 
as he never seemed to fi nd any rhythm with
the team.

So, as the Kings fi nd themselves in a quan-
dary with regards to their point guard, the 
question begs, what will they go after in 
what has been lauded as one of the best draft 
classes in many years?

Both Dylan Cardwell and Precious 
Achiuwa have not only acquitted themselves 
well this season, they have opened eyes all 
over the NBA. Resigning these young big 
men will be a source of focus during the off -
season, as well as drafting someone that can 
give the Kings more front court depth.

Domantas Sabonis remains the foundation 
piece that barring injury, is the one spot on 
the team that can be counted on day in and 
day out. Consistency is his middle name, 
and no team needs consistency more than the 
Sacramento Kings.

Daequon Plowden and Killian Hayes have 
been late season bright spots, but both repre-
sent solid bench players and not the starters 
that the Kings need.

Well, Scott Perry, time to put on that GM 
hat and show this fan base how you can 
build a team capable of making the playoff s
every year.

Time to become the ossifi ed GM that the 
Kings need. And that doesn’t extend to just 
the players, as the coaching staff remains
a mystery.

Free throw shooting remains a source of 
embarrassment, and that is a direct result of 
coaching. 

It’s time to form new habits and build a 
culture of winning. Easier said than done and 
staying away from injuries will be constantly 
on the watch list.

Three games to go Kings fans, but it’s 
likely your hometown ballers will secure 
a high round draft choice in the upcoming
NBA draft.

Keep the faith Sacramento because even 
just one player can tip the scales and bring 
light to a team in real need.

All the best! 

The Season is Almost Over

I’ll Be 65 Soon and am Working. 
Must I enroll in Medicare? 

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I will be 65 
in October and I am working 
full-time. My goal is to work 
until age 67, which is my full 
retirement age, or until age 
70. I heard I have to apply 
for Medicare Part A only. Is 
this true or will I be penal-
ized? And do I have to go to 
the Social Security office to 
do this, or can I do it online? 
And then will they be still giv-
ing me my Medicare through 
the next five years of working, 
or do I have to pay for some-
thing? I will have my own 
healthcare insurance. Thank 
you for your help. Signed: 
Confused

Dear Confused: There 
are two things you should be 
aware of: 

1. You do not need to claim 
Social Security benefits when 
you enroll in Medicare

2. You do not need to enroll 
in Medicare at age 65 if you 
have “creditable” healthcare 
coverage from your employer 
(“creditable” is a group plan 
with at least 20 participants)

Thus, it is perfectly okay 
for you to delay taking your 
Social Security benefits until 
age 67 (your SS full retire-
ment age), or even until age 
70 when you will get the 
maximum SS benefit you are 
entitled to. And if you now 
have “creditable” healthcare 
coverage from your employer, 

you can delay enrolling in 
Medicare until such time as 
your employer’s healthcare 
coverage ends. When you 
stop working, you will enter a 
Medicare Special Enrollment 
Period (SEP), during which 
you can enroll in Medicare 
without incurring a Late 
Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide to 
enroll in Medicare (or Social 
Security), you will not need 
to visit your local SSA office 
to do so. You can enroll in 
Medicare either online at 
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up or you can call SSA 
at 1.800.772.1213 to make 
an appointment to enroll in 
Medicare on the telephone. 
Similarly, when you are ready 
to claim Social Security, you 
can do so online at www.
ssa.gov/apply or you can 
call 1.800.772.1213 to make 
an appointment to apply for 
SS over the phone. To apply 
online, however, you should 
first create your personal 
“my Social Security” online 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount.  Creating your 
online SS account now (at age 
65) will facilitate later online 
enrollment and will also pro-
vide you with an estimate of 
your SS benefit amounts at 
various ages – e.g., now at age 
65, at your FRA of 67, or at 
age 70. And that should help 
you decide when it is best for 
you to claim Social Security. 

A few final points:
• You should verify with 

your employer’s health insur-
ance provider that they 
don’t require you to enroll 
in Medicare at age 65. Most 
employer plans don’t, but 
some do.

• You don’t need to enroll in 
Medicare Part A or Part B now 
as long as your employer’s 
coverage is creditable. And it’s 

okay to enroll in Medicare a 
couple of months prior to your 
employer’s creditable health-
care coverage ending (when 
you stop working), requesting 
that your Medicare coverage 
starts when your employer’s 
healthcare ends. This will 
ensure that there is no gap in 
your healthcare coverage. If 
your employer coverage is 
creditable, you will not suffer 
a Medicare Late Enrollment 
Penalty for enrolling after 
age 65.

• If you claim Social 
Security benefits at any time 
prior to your full retirement 
age (FRA) and are still work-
ing, you will be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test (AET), which 
limits how much you can earn 
before they take away some of 
your benefits. The AET lasts 
until you reach your FRA (67), 
after which you can earn as 
much as you like without your 
SS benefits being affected.

• Whenever you claim your 
Social Security benefits, 
you will be required to take 
Medicare Part A, which is 
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization services. Medicare 
Part A is free because you 
are also eligible for Social 
Security. But you don’t need 
to enroll in Part A at age 65 
unless you also claim Social 
Security. 

• Medicare Part B, which 
is coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.), is 
optional if you have credit-
able employer coverage as 
explained above. You do not 
need to enroll in Medicare 
Part B (for which there is a 
monthly premium of $202.90 
in 2026) until your employer’s 
creditable healthcare coverage 
ends, even if you claim Social 
Security earlier. 

Social Security Matters
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Visit: mpg8.com

Yard Sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local  
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

PaintingMoving Sales

Yard Sale? 
Garage Sale?

Advertise it in 
your local  

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Help Wanted

Construction Work

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304 Landscaping

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Sheetrock, Painting, Concrete, 

Redwood Decks, Roofing, 
Kitchen/Bath Remodel 

Free Estimates        Lic. #558941

Jim GarryJim Garry  General Building Contractor General Building Contractor 
garryconstruction@sbcglobal.net 
916-486-1871  916-835-1735 cell 

GARRY CONSTRUCTION

Visit: mpg8.com

Insurance

Moving Sale:  
Dining room set, 6 chairs, like 
new.  Queen size bed/w/mat-
tress, nightstands, desk, 2 oak 
dressers, twin bed w/mattress, 
file cabinet, hutch, pots/pans, 
kitchenware, freezer, portable 
air conditioner. Embroidery 

machine w/all hoops; embroi-
dery software. Misc. items. 
April 11, 12. 9-4. 1 Millbrook 

Circle, Sacramento.

Save up to 50%  
on your auto, commercial,  

home insurance. 
Florin Rd 916-394-2525 
Natomas 916-286-7766 
Northgate 916-245-3525

    License #0E14616

Baja Insurance Services, Inc. 
P/C Insurance licensed agents. 

Email resume to  
salsr@bajains.com.  

916-607-9787

Pickleball players gather 
around as Sherry Carrillo, 
president of the Summerfest 
Committee, presents a 
$10,000 check to Alan Chase, 
president of the Rancho 
Murieta Pickleball Club 
on April 3 at the courts at 
Stonehouse Park. “We are 
thrilled to receive a check for 
$10,000 from Summerfest 
to pursue pickleball court 
improvements, such as 
shade structures to keep 
our players cool in the warm 
summer months,” Chase 
said. “Any remaining funds 
will go toward building 
three additional courts at 
Stonehouse Park.” Photo by 
Gail Bullen

Summerfest 
Donates $10,000 
to Pickleball Club

entry. However, the footage could not be 
retrieved.

Arino told the committee he believes 
the suspects fled when the patrol officer 
drove through the area.

“I think one of my guys was patrolling 
that area, and I think he might have actu-
ally scared those people away,” Arino 
said. “They weren’t in the business 
when he showed up… they didn’t take 
the ATM, and they didn’t take the cash 
register.”

Arino also expressed concern about 
the delay in law enforcement response. 
Although the burglary was discovered 
around 5 a.m., the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office did not arrive until after 
8 a.m.

“It’s a shame that when you call some-
body that they’re not coming until after 8 
a.m. when this thing happened at 5,” he 
said, noting the incident was likely con-
sidered a “cold crime” by the time it was 
reported.

Firecracker Vandalism 
Arino also discussed a vandalism 

incident reported by Rancho Murieta res-
ident John Petersen, who first described 
the situation in a March 26 Nextdoor 
post and later shared it with the security 

department, where it was reviewed along 
with other March incidents.

Petersen said his vehicle, which is nor-
mally kept in the garage, had been left 
outside for about a week during spring 
break. 

During that time, someone placed fire-
crackers inside the braking system.

When he later drove to work on Dillard 
Road, the firecrackers detonated while 
the vehicle was in motion.

Because he was driving an electric 
vehicle, Petersen said his first thought 
was that something in the car itself had 
malfunctioned or exploded. A motorist 
behind him had a similar reaction, later 
telling Petersen he thought the vehicle 
had blown up. Petersen was able to main-
tain control and avoid a crash, but he said 
the situation could easily have ended 
differently.

A subsequent inspection found fire-
cracker debris lodged in the braking 
system, requiring $250 in repairs.

“If this was meant as a prank, I want 
to be very clear: This is extremely dan-
gerous and not harmless fun,” Petersen 
wrote. “This could have easily resulted 
in a serious crash or cost someone their 
life.”

Arino echoed those concerns during 
the meeting.

“It’s very possible that when this guy 
was driving… he could have lost control 
and lost his life, or somebody else,” he 
said.

He also urged parents to pay closer 
attention to their children’s activities.

“Know what your kids are doing at all 
times… be nosy every once in a while,” 
he said. “Simple stuff like that would pre-
vent this from happening.”

Two Accidents 
Arino’s report also included two vehi-

cle-related incidents on and near Jackson 
Highway.

On Feb. 27 at about 7:14 p.m., a 
Rancho Murieta resident driving a 
golf cart attempted to cross Jackson 
Highway at Murieta Drive toward nearby 
businesses. The golf cart entered the 
intersection and was struck by a van trav-
eling westbound.

The driver sustained a head injury 
with visible bleeding. Security personnel 
immediately called 911, and emergency 
medical responders transported the 
injured resident to a hospital. Patrol 
remained on scene to assist with traffic 
and emergency response.

In a second incident shortly after mid-
night on March 20, security responded 
to a report of a possible crash near the 

county bridge on Jackson Highway. 
Patrol located a heavily damaged silver 
Honda Accord on the golf course near 
Hole 18, beyond a broken fence line.

The driver, a 16-year-old resident, was 
found outside the vehicle and reported no 
injuries. He told patrol he lost control of 
the car, overcorrected and drove through 
the fence, sending the vehicle onto the 
golf course. 

The incident did not appear on the 
March 20 log sheet. Details were 
not made public until Sgt. Brandon 
Arino included the crash in his March 
“Incidents of Note.”

The California Highway Patrol 
responded, and the Rancho Murieta 
Association was notified of the property 
damage. Security remained on scene until 
the situation was stabilized.

Emphasis on Vigilance
Arino said the incidents demonstrate 

both the value of patrol visibility and the 
importance of community awareness.

In the burglary case, he said, a patrol 
officer’s presence may have been enough 
to stop a crime in progress. 

In the vandalism case, what may 
have been intended as a prank created a 
life-threatening situation. “Acts like that 
aren’t harmless,” Arino said. “They can 
cost someone their life.”

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

CSD Reports Interrupted Burglary, Dangerous Prank
Continued from page 1
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rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

10/16/2024.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.78 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.68 per $1,000 Borrowed

4.750% 5.05% 5.500% 5.68%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH 
OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.  

ALL WORK DONE BY OWNER.

Our guarantee: You will get the most effective, 

longest lasting clean you’ve ever had. If a spot 

comes back, so will we – no charge.
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DINE in 
STYLE

WENESDAY - SATURDAY
12 PM - 9 PM

SUNDAY
12 PM - 8 PM

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
9 AM - 12 AM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY
9 AM - 2 AMSCAN QR

closing prayers. Vietnam War veterans 
and Purple Heart recipients were also rec-
ognized and asked to stand. The VFW 
Auxiliary also provided refreshments for a 
social hour held before the ceremony.

Meaning  
of Observance

Mineni welcomed veterans, families, 
friends and local first responders, explain-
ing the purpose of National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day and what it means to those 
who served.

“Today, we gather to pay tribute to the 
bravery, sacrifice and unwavering spirit of 
our veterans who served in the Vietnam 
War,” Mineni told the crowd. “Let us 
recommit ourselves to sharing the stories, 
memories and experiences of Vietnam 
veterans with future generations… Their 
courage and sacrifice have paved the way 
for the freedoms we share today.”

He reminded attendees that more than 
58,000 Americans died in the conflict 
and that many who returned home carried 
wounds that were not always visible.

“Let us not forget that this generation 
of warriors did not receive the welcome 
home that many in my generation have,” 
he said. “So to all the Vietnam veterans: 
welcome home. Thank you for your ser-
vice and sacrifice for our great nation: and 
that’s long overdue.”

Veterans Share Reflections
After Mineni’s remarks, the ceremony 

shifted to personal reflections, as attend-
ees were invited to share memories.

Vietnam veteran Dan Pennington said 
he grew up in a small coal-country town in 
Appalachia, where 20 of the 90 members 
of his high school graduating class imme-
diately enlisted. He offered a solemn roll 
call, listing their names, branches, ranks, 
and roles, including nine who were killed 
in action.

Pennington also reflected on the impact 
of their loss. 

“A lot of the folks I talked about today 
didn’t make it. So it fell on me to live and 
be a better person, because they couldn’t 
be here,” he said.

Bill McCarver, who served as a dog 
handler in Vietnam, reminded the crowd 

that not all heroes walked on two legs. 
Pausing to compose himself, he said, “I 
want to remember the four-legged war-
riors who got us all home; don’t forget 
them as well.”

Tony Luza, who grew up in Oakland, 
California, said his only goal in high 
school had been to escape a rough neigh-
borhood: something he thought he could 
do by joining the Army, not fully real-
izing there was a war underway. He 
became a medic with the 27th Infantry 
“Wolfhounds,” 25th Infantry Division, in 
1968.

“The thing I want to express to people is 
not what we did, but who we were,” Luza 
said. “Basically, we were just kids who 
became adults. The things we had to face 
and the things we had to carry were some-
thing we were never, ever prepared for.”

His thoughts turned to those who did 
not return. 

“What bothers me the most is all the 
young men who lost their lives: people 
who didn’t have a chance to have a family, 
didn’t have a chance to go to college, the 
things that I was able to do,” he said. “So: 
welcome home.”

Don Craig spoke about the “silent 
pillars” that shadow many veterans 
throughout their lives: burdens that may 
not be visible from the outside. 

“Don’t think that just because some-
one didn’t come home with an amputation 
or a Purple Heart that they haven’t been 
severely injured.”

He urged the community to respond 
with enduring support. 

“There isn’t any way to escape those 
things other than through prayer, friend-
ship, through love,” he said. “So if you 
know anybody who served, just love them 
and help them.”

Final Honor, Years Later  
As the ceremony neared its end, the 

VFW carried out a flag presentation for 
Elaine Fowler, whose husband, Lyle 
Fowler, a Korean War veteran, had not 
received a formal service when he died. 
The post chose to honor him publicly 
during this observance.

Although his family had received a flag, 
they had not received the customary cer-
emony. The post carefully refolded the 
flag and placed it in a presentation case. 

Before the assembled community, a visi-
bly moved Mineni presented it to Fowler 
while delivering the traditional words nor-
mally spoken at a burial service:

“On behalf of the President of the 
United States, the United States Navy, 
we’d like you to accept this flag as a token 
for your loved one’s honorable and faith-
ful service.”

Afterward, Mineni explained why pre-
senting the flag mattered so much to the 
VFW post. 

“When a loved one passes, that would 
normally happen at the service,” Mineni 
said. “The family didn’t do a service, and 
we wanted to honor him in front of every-
one: recognize his service and her loss 
with this community that they’re a part of. 
That’s why we’re here.”

He acknowledged that such ceremo-
nies are personally difficult because of the 
many comrades he has lost over the years 
during deployments to Panama, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

“It’s difficult, but you’ve got to do it,” 
he said. “We’re very happy to do it. That’s 
why we exist in this community.”

The ceremony concluded with the dis-
tant bugler playing “Taps,” the clear notes 
bringing the gathering to a quiet, rever-
ent close … and a long-overdue welcome 
home.

See additional photos at therivervalley-
times.com. H

Community Honors Vietnam Veterans

Bugler Tai Wieler plays “Taps” from a distance 
to conclude the ceremony.

Continued from page 1

Tony Luza recalls that many who entered the Vietnam War as “kids” returned home as adults.


