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Museum Honors HaII of Fame's 19th Class
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Pictured at the California Hall of Fame red-carpet event is the all-woman mariachi ensemble Mariachi Reyna, based in Los
Angeles, inducted into the 19th Class and honored at the California Museum ceremony held March 19.

Story and photos
by George H. Young

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Founded in 2006, the
California Hall of Fame is
the California Museum’s
signature annual program.
Every year, the gover-
nor and first partner select
inductees to honor for out-
standing achievement in
the arts, business and labor,
entertainment, food and
wine, literature, music,
public service, science and
sports.

The program recognizes
the leaders and pioneers in
California whose dreams
and deeds have reached
beyond state borders, posi-
tively impacting the world.

The museum honored
members of its 18th and
19th classes at a red-car-
pet event and induction
ceremony on Thursday,
March 19. The 18th Class
included posthumous
inductees, honored after
death, and marked the first
time in California Hall of
Fame history that the list

of inductees was composed
entirely of women.

As introduced by First
Partner Jennifer Siebel
Newsom, the 18th Class
inductees honored were:
Julia Child, the world-re-
nowned French chef; Ina
Coolbrith, California’s
first poet laureate; Vicki
Manalo Draves, the first
Asian-American woman
to win an Olympic gold
medal; Mitsuye Endo, a
Sacramento native whose
family was placed in a
Japanese internment camp

and later challenged the
incarceration in court,
helping to secure the right
of Japanese Americans to
return home; Dian Fossey,
author of “Gorillas in
the Mist”; Alice Piper, a
Native American pioneer;
and Tina Turner, a legend-
ary rock icon.

Jennifer Siebel Newsom
then introduced the 19th
Class. Her first introduc-
tion was of legendary
legislator John L. Burton,
represented by his

Continued on page 4

Blooming Hope Preludes Brewing Hope 2026
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Aubrey Aquino, Matthew, Melody Inglett, Lorna Llorera and Morgan Lehman gather flowers for their bouquets at the Olivia

Chan Foundation’s Blooming Hope event.

Story and photos
by Stephen B. Clazie

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Blooming
Hope was a beautiful reminder of
what can happen when a commu-
nity comes together with open hearts.
Greenhaven Neighborhood Church
hosted the Sunday afternoon gather-
ing in March.

What started as a simple idea,
gathering to make bouquets, became
something much more meaningful.

ArdenArcadeNews.com

Moments like these remind us how
powerful community can be, espe-
cially for families carrying loss.

The Olivia Chan Foundation is a
nonprofit corporation organized by
her parents, Reina and Mel, along
with their family, to create a safe
environment where families and chil-
dren feel supported and understood
while navigating grief.

“We understand that each person
experiences grief in their own way,
and as a result, families and children

often struggle to navigate their loss,
feeling alone and isolated,” Reina
said.

“We want to create a supportive
community for individuals on their
grief journey through peer-facilitated
activities, with the hope that one day
they can rediscover small moments
of happiness,” Mel added.

Brewing Hope and Raising Spirits

Blooming Hope also served as
an opportunity to promote the third

Continued on Page 3

Reduce
Fire Risk,
Penalties

by Clearing
Overgrown
Weeds

The city is minding
property owners to clear
tall weeds or face code
violations, as dry, overgrown
vegetation can pose a
significant fire hazard and
impact neighborhoods. Photo
courtesy of City of Sacramento

City of Sacramento
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The recent warmer weather
and rain are helping weeds
to grow fast in Sacramento,
but soon they will dry out,
causing them to be a fire
hazard. The city is remind-
ing property owners to
eliminate tall weeds or face
City Code violations.

There are currently over
3,000 weed abatement
cases open in the city. If
lots become overgrown
with dry weeds, it can
pose a significant fire haz-
ard. Grass fires can spread
quickly from a vacant lot
or property to an adjacent
residential neighborhood.

City Code Enforcement
will begin inspections of
overgrown parcels after the
April 15 deadline to com-
ply. All known vacant lot
parcels have been mailed
a courtesy reminder notice.

“It is a property owner’s
responsibility to main-
tain their parcel of land
throughout the year, espe-
cially during fire season,
which is April through
October,” said Supervising
Code Enforcement Officer
John Sorrels. “We encour-
age property owners to be
good neighbors and follow
suggested maintenance to
avoid dangers and penalty
fees.”

If you own vacant, unde-
veloped property, then it
is your responsibility to
maintain the condition of
that property. The deadline
for mowing, disking, and/
or clearing vacant lots is
April 15. The city requires
the same deadline every
year.

To avoid penalties and
fees, property owners must
cut weeds or disk their
property. Weeds cannot
exceed 12 inches in height.
Disking is the preferable
method to maintain prop-
erties as it prevents weed
growth for a longer period
of time.

Properties with weeds
at a height of 12 inches or
higher may be cited.

For more information,
call 916-808-2633 or visit
the weed abatement web
page at bit.ly/4swVvOm8
(case sensitive). *
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Get Inspired by California Native Plants at Free Tour

City of Sacramento nearly 30 varieties of California
News Release native plants, each selected
for their ability to thrive in
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The City ~ Sacramento’s hot, dry summers.
of Sacramento’s Department of Utilities staff will be on site
Utilities is inviting residents to  throughout the day to answer
tour its water-efficient demon-  questions and share practical tips
stration garden on April 18 and on plant selection, irrigation and
learn how California native plants  available rebates to help residents
can create a beautiful, low-water get started with a water-wise
landscape. yard.

The free event will take place “This is a great opportunity
from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1395 for anyone thinking about mak-
35th Ave. as part of the California  ing changes to their yard to see
Native Plant Society’s Gardens what’s possible,” Granger said.
Got Natives Tour. “Whether you’re starting small

“California native plants are or planning a full conversion, we
well-suited to our climate, which ~ want people to leave with ideas
means they typically need less and the confidence to take the
water and less maintenance,” nextstep.”
said William Granger, the city’s Attendees are encouraged to
water conservation coordinator. register in advance for the event
“This garden shows how people at sacvalleycnps.org/gardens-
can create a landscape that’s both  gone-native-tour.Registration
attractive and water-wise. mC.IUdeS. a map and brochure, The City of Sacramento’s Department of Utilities invites residents to tour its water-efficient demonstration

Attendees can explore the gar-  which will be sent a week before  garden on April 18 and learn how California native plants can create a beautiful, low-water landscape. Photo
den at their own pace and view the tour begins. % courtesy of City of Sacramento
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Blooming Hope Preludes Brewing Hope 2026
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Ella and Lauren Madeira, left, thank Reina and Mel Chan for turning a simple bouquet-making gathering into a meaningful day
of connection, remembrance and shared hope.

Continued from page 1

annual Brewing Hope
fundraiser taking place
Saturday, April 18 at
Movement Brewing.

Reina said, “It is more
than just a night out; it’s a
community-powered cel-
ebration of healing, hope
and compassion.”

Featuring local craft
beer, live music, a silent
auction and inspiring sto-
ries, the annual event
brings people together to
support children and fami-
lies navigating the pain of
grief.

“Every ticket purchased
directly funds grief sup-
port programs in the
Sacramento region,” Mel

Chan told guests, inviting
the community to come
together on April 18 to
raise a glass, lift spirits and
make a lasting impact.

Reina added, “After
discovering the Dougy
Center, Mel and I flew to
Portland to get trained.
They’re an amazing orga-
nization and have been a
huge support for us.”

The Dougy Center is
a nonprofit organization
based in Portland, Oregon,
that offers support groups
and services for grieving
children and young adults.
Its peer-support model
made it the first program
of its kind in the United
States. The organization
serves approximately 400

children and 250 adults
from the Portland metro-
politan area each month,
free of charge.

Founded in 1982 in trib-
ute to Dougy Turno, who
died of a brain tumor at
age 13, the center has sup-
ported more than 20,000
children and their fam-
ily members since its
establishment.

Reina and Mel’s goal is
to bring the Dougy Center
model to Sacramento by
training all team mem-
bers and volunteers in its
approach.

The Olivia Chan
Foundation also aims to
establish a grief center.

Mel said it would be “a
physical place that children

and families can visit,
where we can implement
all these programs free of
charge for the community.”

“We’re excited to invite
you to Brewing Hope 2026
on Saturday, April 18.
Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
at Movement Brewing,
11151 Trade Center Drive,
Suite 104/105, Rancho
Cordova,” Reina and Mel
said.

Tickets are available at
oliviachanfoundation.org.

Olivia’s Story
We always wanted
a family, but after four
years of heartbreak, disap-
pointment and failed IVF
attempts, we knew having
children naturally wasn’t in

Jennifer Stoddard holds her selection of flowers, generously
donated by Trader Joe’s East Sacramento, which made the
Blooming Hope bouquet-making activity possible.

the cards. So, we began the
adoption process. In 2008,
we brought home our son,
Nicholas. In 2012, we wel-
comed his sister, Olivia.

She weighed just 5.5
pounds but made her pres-
ence known from day one.
We had nine precious years
with her before a rare and
aggressive cancer took her
from us.

“Your daughter is the
1%,” the doctors said.

Olivia was joy in human
form. She was fun-lov-
ing, spunky and quick to
laugh; a girly girl and a
tomboy all at once. She
loved rainbows, unicorns,
mermaids and dresses,
but also wrestled with her
brother and played tackle
football with her dad. She
loved dancing, hugging
and playing everything,
bike riding, soccer, Uno,
arts and crafts, and video
games with Nic. She even
taught herself to beatbox
and was amazing at it.

Olivia loved making
people laugh. She wanted
every night to be fam-
ily night, especially if it
meant board games where
her competitive spirit could
shine.

She loved fiercely and
deeply, and that love made
her a healer, even at nine.
She stood up for others,
championed the underdog
and offered comfort with a
hug and a kind word. She
never wanted anyone to
hurt. She wrote notes to lift
people’s spirits, even the
mailman’s.

She simply wanted
everyone to be happy.

In her spirit, we created
this foundation: to help
others in their time of need,
to lift them when life feels
darkest and to guide them
when the world no longer
makes sense.

Olivia was everything:
tender, sweet and full of
spunk... just like a sprinkle
cookie. *

% Dignity Health.

A member of CommonSpirit

Allergy season
Is in full bloom.

Find relief with same-day care.

It’s that time of year. Runny nose, sore eyes, and—bless you. If you’re experiencing
the effects of seasonal allergies, we can help. Dignity Health offers convenient
same-day care options throughout Greater Sacramento to get you through the
season—including Express Primary Care in Elk Grove and Roseville, and Urgent Care
in Midtown Sacramento and Woodland. Get in, get seen, and get on with your day.
Visit dignityhealth.org/get-care-today to schedule an appointment.
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Museum Honors Hall of Fame's 19th Class

Continued from page 1

daughter, Komiko Burton.

Burton dove into local politics after
earning his law degree at San Francisco
University. He served in the California
State Assembly and went on to become
Senate president pro tempore, moving on
to the U.S. Congress.

Burton was a champion for the poor, the
overlooked and the underserved. He advo-
cated for housing and education for former
foster youths and expanded their opportu-
nities for care.

Komiko Burton felt honored to speak
for her dad, who had passed only six
months ago. She spoke about how
proud she and her family were of being
Northern Californians. Komiko Burton
also shared stories about how Burton had
befriended and worked closely with many
California governors, especially Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Gavin Newsom.

The first partner then honored Olympic
gold medalist Janet Evans.

Evans, who grew up in Fullerton, won
three gold medals at the Seoul Summer
Olympics at age 16, including a record
for the 400-meter freestyle. In 1992,
Evans made Olympic history again by
becoming the first woman to defend
her 800-meter freestyle title. She is cur-
rently the chief athlete officer of the 2028
Summer Olympics, preparing young
American athletes for the return of the
games to California.

Evans, who attended the event, spoke
during the ceremony and said how amazed
she was to be recognized among fellow
inductees celebrating our state. Evans
remarked that she attended the University
of Southern California, where she trained
by swimming and running and often
passed the colosseum, where the Olympic
Games are traditionally held.

Drawing on that connection, Evans
noted the significance of bringing the
games back for the third time.

“There is no better place for the
Olympic Games than the state of
California,” Evans said.

Jennifer Siebel Newsom then introduced
inductee Terry McMillan, an inspirational
author.

McMillan moved from Michigan to Los
Angeles, where she attended high school
and Los Angeles City College. She began
her writing at Greer and later transferred
to UC Berkeley. A regular contributor to
The Daily Californian, the school newspa-
per, she was encouraged to “tell the truth”
and tell stories that African American
readers could relate to.

McMillan’s third novel, “Waiting to
Exhale,” remained on the New York
Times bestseller list for many months
and contributed to a shift away from the
stereotypes of black women profession-
als. That novel, and her next book, “How
Stella Got Her Groove Back,” were made
into popular films, earning Grammys,
MTYV Movie Awards and popular acclaim.

The first partner then honored Riane
Eisler, a groundbreaking systems scientist,
cultural historian and futurist.

Eisler and her parents escaped Nazi tyr-
anny in 1939, losing many members of
her extended family during the Holocaust.
She has made a life-long commitment to
understanding the roots of violence and
inequity.

Eisler’s work has offered new perspec-
tives and practical tools for building a
more equitable gender balance and sus-
tainable society. She has addressed the
United Nations and inspired countless
leaders worldwide.

At the age of 94 (almost 95), Eisler
addressed the audience and remarked that
surviving the Nazis and seeing her moth-
er’s courage and ingenuity is what saved
their lives, as well as inspired her. She said
that the central question of her life’s work
is whether humanity is either innately vio-
lent and selfish or capable of much better.
She has pushed for constructive partner-
ships between groups and individuals,
countries and earth.

Eisler added that she sees California as
a “wonderful place where bold ideas can
take root and grow.”

Jennifer Siebel Newsom next intro-
duced nine-time Olympic gold medal
winner Carl Lewis.

Trained at an early age by his parents,
two track and field stars, Lewis grew up
under their keen professional tutelage,
winning NCAA championship titles.
In 1984, he debuted at the Los Angeles
Olympics, winning the long jump, 100-
meter dash, 200-meter dash and the 4 by
100-meter relay. Lewis ended up winning
nine Olympic gold medals across four
Olympic Games, along with eight world
championship titles and multiple world
records.

Lewis spoke at the ceremony of grow-
ing up in Birmingham, Alabama, watching
his parents work actively in the Civil
Rights movement. He said that his mother
knew both Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin
Luther King.

After moving to California at age 14,
Lewis noted how California provided so
many opportunities for him to grow as an

Gov. Gavin Newsom, far right, poses with his family, including his wife, First Partner Jennifer
Siebel Newsom, and their two daughters and two sons, at the red-carpet event for the
California Hall of Fame 19th Class induction ceremony.

The family of former state legislator John L. Burton, an inductee into the California Hall of Fame
19th Class, is pictured at the red-carpet event prior to the March 19 induction ceremony at the
California Museum.

athlete.

“California will always be a very, very
special part of my life; the most import-
ant times of life happened in this state...
so this is such an honor,” Lewis said.

The First Partner next introduced Nobu
Matsuhisa, known around the world as
Chef Nobu.

Chef Nobu’s culinary journey began
in Tokyo, Japan, then continued to Peru,
Argentina, back to Japan, Alaska, and
finally Los Angeles. It was there that
he developed the unique culinary styles
known as Nobu style, blending elements
from all the places he worked to gather
inspiration. He formed a lasting partner-
ship with actor and activist Robert De
Niro and currently has 69 restaurants and
locations across five continents.

Among other awards, Nobu has won
Michelin stars, James Beard honors and
international awards from Japan to Peru.

Nobu expressed that he was deeply hon-
ored to be inducted into the California
Hall of Fame. He noted that he came to
California from Japan over 40 years ago,
and he found people who believed in him,
opportunities and a place to call home.

Jennifer Siebel Newsom then intro-
duced Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles,
America’s first all-women mariachi
ensemble.

Mariachi Reyna made history as the
first all-woman mariachi group signed to
a major record label. It was nominated for
both Grammy and Latin Grammys, and
has expanded what excellence in the genre
looks and sounds like.

Mariachi Reyna’s work has reached a
vast audience from school classrooms to
Disney soundtracks to the Smithsonian.
The first partner honored the group for

helping to redefine who leads and who
belongs, especially in the arts.

Mariachi Reyna thanked the governor
and first partner for the amazing recogni-
tion. They also spoke about what an honor
it was to be there, representing women
all around the world, especially women
in mariachi music. They were proud to
be representing their culture and Los
Angeles, where the dream and the group
originated.

The first partner then introduced Jamie
Lee Curtis, Academy Award-winning actor
and humanitarian. Born in Los Angeles to
Hollywood legends Tony Curtis and Janet
Leigh, she attended the University of
the Pacific in Stockton (following in her
mother’s footsteps) and has become a role
model for generations.

Curtis has been honored with an
Academy Award, a SAG Award, a British
Academy Film Award (BAFTA), an
Emmy and multiple Golden Globe nomi-
nations. She’s starred in and been forever
memorable in films ranging from horror
films including “Halloween” to comedies
like “A Fish Called Wanda” to action dra-
mas such as “True Lies.”

Beyond her influence on the screen,
Curtis has been an advocate and philan-
thropist who created the charitable
organization My Hand Is Yours that has
raised more than $2,000,000 to benefit
children’s hospitals in Los Angeles. She’s
also a New York Times best-selling chil-
dren’s author with 13 titles.

Curtis spoke emotionally about the
California Dream during the induction cer-
emony, noting how this state gave both her
parents and her the opportunity to change
their lives and change the world with their
art.

California native and Hollywood actor Jamie
Lee Curtis is pictured at the California Hall of
Fame 19th Class red carpet event ahead of
the ceremony, where she was honored as an
inductee.

Chef Nobuyuki Matsuhisa, a 19th Class
California Hall of Fame inductee, is pictured
on the red carpet at the California Museum'’s
annual program honoring state pioneers and
influential individuals.

Olympic gold medalist Carl Lewis poses at
the California Hall of Fame 19th Class red-
carpet event before being honored as an
inductee at the ceremony.

“I’m a Cali girl. I love California. | love
my family. | love the life that we get. |
love the diversity of our state. I love the
creativity of our state,” Curtis said.

She thanked the governor and first part-
ner for “bringing me home” and expressed
how deeply she was moved by this honor.

Gov. Gavin Newsom finally introduced
the final inductee, former Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who could not attend the
ceremony.

Schwarzenegger was the 38th governor
of California and a legendary Hollywood
icon. Newsom described Schwarzenegger
as a “scrawny little kid who came to
America with $20 in his pocket, an inter-
esting accent and big dreams.”

“The 38th governor of the state of
California is the personification of
S0 many respects, what is defined as
California and immigration and entrepre-
neurialism, five decades of excellence,
singular in every way, shape or form.
Arnold Schwarzenegger is now one of a
million,” Newsom said.

“He pursued his dream to be the ‘best
of the best’ body builder that later led
to an acting career, becoming the high-
est-paid actor in the world. After success
as an entrepreneur, he then surprised the
skeptics by running for and winning the
election as governor of California. It
was under his leadership that AB32 was
passed, allowing California to set its own
environmental standards. His life is a
‘remarkable career of excellence, singu-
lar in every respect,”” the governor added.

Schwarzenegger greeted the induc-
tion ceremony audience via a prerecorded
segment. He thanked Newsom and First
Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom for
inducting him into the California Hall of
Fame.

The California Hall of Fame exhibit
will showcase the 19th Class inductees
with a curated selection of personal arti-
facts, currently on display at the California
Museum, 1020 O St. *
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(et Ready for Califormia’s 2026 Primary

Your Questions About Voting, Answered

By CalMatters Staff
CalMatters.org

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Where
do | vote? Am | registered to
vote? Does everyone get a ballot
in the mail? Get the answers to
your election day questions ahead
of California’s June 2 primary
election.

How do | vote? Does every-
one get a ballot in the mail? Yes.
Under state law, vote-by-mail
ballots are sent to every active
registered voter.

When will I receive my mail-
in-ballot? Counties will begin
mailing ballots May 4.

How do | return my mail-in
ballot? Mail it to your county
elections office; to be counted,
ballots have to be postmarked on
or before June 2 and received by
election offices by June 9. Drop
it off at a ballot drop box, vote
center or polling location any-
where in the state. Ask someone
you trust to do it for you, but that
person can’t receive payment for
doing it.

Can | vote in person? Where
is my polling place or vote cen-
ter? Yes, although mailing your
ballot as soon as possible is the
best way to get your vote counted
fast. You can find out where to
vote in the following ways. Visit
https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/,
text “VOTE” to GOVOTE (468-
8683), call the secretary of state’s
hotline at (800) 345-VOTE, check
your county Voter Information
Guide or contact your county
elections office

If you live in one of 30 coun-
ties, you’ll have increased
options, including as many as 10
days of in-person early voting.

How do | register to vote?
Am | registered to vote? You
can check the secretary of state’s
website (https://voterstatus.sos.
ca.gov/). You’ll need to enter your
name, date of birth and either
your California driver license,
identification card number or the
last four digits of your Social
Security number. If you don’t
have those available, contact your
county elections office or the sec-
retary of state via email or phone
at 800-345-8683.

If you’ve changed your name
since the last time you voted, or
if you moved and didn’t notify
the Department of Motor Vehicles
or U.S. Postal Service, you may
have to register again. If you hav-
en’t voted in several consecutive
general elections, your registra-
tion may have been canceled.

How do I register? Visit
https://registertovote.ca.gov/.
You’ll need the same information
as above.
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Where do | vote? Am | registered to vote? Does everyone get a ballot in the mail? Get the answers to your election day questions ahead of California’s
June 2 primary election. Photo courtesy Freepik

If the DMV has your signature
on file, you’ll be able to complete
the process online. If not, you’ll
need to print, sign and mail your
completed application to your
county elections office. You can
also pick up a paper application at
elections offices, any DMV office
and at many post offices, public
libraries and government offices.
You’ll be contacted when your
application is approved, or if you
need to provide more information.

What happens if I miss the
voter registration deadline? The
last day to register online for the
primary election is May 18. If
you are registering or re-register-
ing less than 15 days before May
18, you must complete same-day
voter registration and request
your ballot in person at your
county elections office or polling
location.

How do | change my political
party if I’'m already registered?
You’ll need to re-register to vote.

What if | need help with
voting? What if | need voter
information in a language
other than English? The sec-
retary of state’s office has voter
instructions in the following lan-
guages: Spanish, Hindi, Chinese,
Japanese, Khmer, Korean,
Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese.
Your county elections office may
offer additional languages.

When will | receive my voter
guide? The statewide voter

information guide will be avail-
able online by April and will be
mailed to voters later that month.

What am | voting on? The
June primary election is the first
opportunity for Californians to
choose which candidates will
appear on the general election
ballot in November. Unlike some
other states, California’s prima-
ries are nonpartisan, so the top
two vote-getters in each race will
advance to the November elec-
tion, regardless of political party.

The ballot is packed with state
and federal races, most notably
the race to succeed Gov. Gavin
Newsom, who is term-limited and
cannot run for reelection. In addi-
tion to the governor’s race, voters
will be asked to choose candidates
for Congress, the state Legislature
and a slate of statewide offices
including insurance commissioner
and treasurer.

Can | leave work to vote? Yes.
California requires time off for
voting if employees don’t have
enough time outside work hours.
You can take as much time as
you need, but employers are only
required to pay for a maximum
of two hours. Employers may
require advance notice. The time
off must be at the beginning or
the end of your shift. Employers
are required to post a notice about
this 10 days before a statewide
election.

How can | track my ballot?

Visit california.ballottrax.net/
voter/ to register for California’s
BallotTrax tool, where you can
check your ballot status and
opt in to receive email or text
notifications.

Is my ballot safe? Yes, voting
by mail or dropping your bal-
lot in an approved drop box is a
safe and efficient way to vote.
Fraudulent voting is uncommon
and incredibly difficult given
California’s strict voter verifica-
tion procedures. Mail-in ballots
will only be sent to voters whose
address and identity have been
verified by county election offi-
cials. Their vote will only be
counted once those officials verify
that the voter’s signature on the
envelope matches the one on file.

You can find more informa-
tion about California’s election
and voting process on the secre-
tary of state’s website. The office
takes any allegations of elec-
tion fraud seriously. Anyone can
submit a complaint using the
following form sos.ca.gov/elec-
tions/publications-and-resources/
voter-complaint.

What if | have special cir-
cumstances? What should | do
if I marked my ballot wrong,
or otherwise messed it up? If
you haven’t turned it in yet, you
can exchange your mail ballot for
a new one at an elections office,
ask an election official at the poll-
ing place for a new ballot, or

Election Information

June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary Election

Vote Early and Vote by Mail

Ballots begin to arrive by
mail. Official Ballot Drop
Boxes are now open.

Close of registration.
Register today!

11-Day Vote Centers open
through Election Day.

All Vote Centers open
through Election Day.

Election Day! Last day to
turn in your ballot.

vote using a provisional ballot.
If you have mailed or turned in
your ballot, there’s no way to fix
it. Contact your county elections
office for a new ballot.

What if the signature on my
ballot doesn’t match the one
on file? County election offi-
cials check the signatures on the
return envelope against signa-
tures on your voter registration
card to make sure no one tries
to improperly cast your ballot. It
still remains confidential; the bal-
lot is separated from the envelope
before it is counted.

Voters with ballots with miss-
ing signatures or ones that don’t
match are notified and given an
opportunity to correct the problem
before the election is certified.

What happens if | don’t
receive my ballot? Contact your
county elections office.

Help! I dropped off my bal-
lot to a drop box in the wrong
county. Don’t worry — the county
will pass it on to the correct elec-
tions office.

| forgot to detach the stub
from my ballot. Can | open the
sealed envelope and reseal it
myself? You can, but the secre-
tary of state’s office recommends
contacting your local county elec-
tions office. They’ll ultimately be
processing your ballot, and they
can offer the best guidance on
whether you should reopen it or
just leave the stub attached.  *

Vote Early! Don’t wait for Election Day.

Take advantage of early voting and avoid the lines!
You can return your ballot in the mail, at any Official
Ballot Drop Box, or at any Vote Center. No postage is

necessary.

Track your Ballot!
Sign up for “Where’s My Ballot?” with BallotTrax, a

free ballot-tracking and alert system.

It is available

to all voters who wish to track the status of their
Vote by Mail ballot from printed to accepted. Scan
the QR code or visit www.wheresmyballot.com

Vote Early! Vote by Mail.
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_ine of Credit Loan

6.75%Initial APR
5 Year FIXED RATE

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:
v’ FIXED RATE for 5 Years

v’ Local Processing & Servicing

v No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions; Except for
Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

v Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
v Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
v Interest MGY be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

% L DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
ol Lt

Egi’é www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
NHLSR D 47926 800-874-9779 o

Se Habla Espaiiol

CARMICHAEL
4701 Manzanita Ave.
916-481-0664

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can

apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!

STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

QUICK, EASY,
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.ARDENARCADENEWS.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE

FULL LANDING PAGE
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT

INFORMATION!

PRICING VARIES
DEPENDING ON
THE NUMBER OF
WEBSITES WHERE |
YOUR EVENT
APPEARS, LENGTH =~
OF TIME YOUR EVENT
IS FEATURED.

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM Pt 3 )
FOR A QUICK QUOTE. MPG
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS =2

Messenger Publishing Group

Local Classifieds

Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call 916-685-5533

Perez Landscaping

ARRY TRUCTI
& Concrete G CONSTRUCTION
«Concrete Finishing/ Free Estimates Lic. #558941
Stamping Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing,
ol_andscape installation Sheetrock, Painting, Concrete,
and Design Redwood Decks, Roofing,

Kitchen/Bath Remodel

Jim Garry General Building Contractor
garryconstruction@sbcglobal.net

+*Sodding, *Planting
*Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove * Se Habla
l:a‘)C)F1P1(§|NC
LIC# 1097848
Shell e ROOF REPAIR o NEW ROOFS

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

Fence Installation,

YARD

Help Wanted

Free estimates. Fore more 916-486-1871 916-835-1735 cell . g s . e Check Enaine 2 o 9 74 5 7 5 6 5
info. call 916-834-2352 ‘Sgﬁg:gll:z;gg In: Light Dia éqn osis 2U0%9.7495.79509
email Elverperez@att.net «Smo Rg i o Tires 1premierroofing@gmail.com
Lic #14-00016214 Insurance Landscaping . Smog Ins?)ection o Tune-Up
e Safety Inspection e Batteries SR w
3DR on %%Yg#fégnfggﬁial CREATE YOUR e Transmission Service ® 30, 60, 90K Service ‘;'C .
GGNCRETE home insurance. PARADISE ® Brakes * Brake & ] — /A 1|
Florin Rd 916-394-2525 * Wheel Alignment Lamp Station w SACRAMENTO VALLEY
All your Natomas 916-286-7766 Mon-Eri. 8-5 « 916-685-7796 *** ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.
concrete needs. Northgate 916-245-3525 ' RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bobcat services, EAJA £ N| 8901 Elk Grove Blvd. - NEW ROOF - GUTTER
driveway repair. INSURANCE SERVICES. INC. Winter Yard Cleanups, (89 é * S . T:ENASRTgl;:I_F & EI?NM SC—)FXALt
Comm. & Res. B 15 Complete Landscape 2 e crove 8| BTy REROOF “GUTTER REPAIR
. #963557 Desn/nalaion [RESrRErAR  GUTTER CLR
Insured Landscapin Sprinkler System INSTALL - DOWNSPOUTS
(209) 570-7304 pIng Installs/Repairs, All "DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
Types Concrete Work, Roofing GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!

Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,

CLEANUP

Sod installation

Baja Insurance Services, Inc.
P/C Insurance licensed agents.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

916-719-8288

RAMON M. WE ARE
BONDED

Email resume to Landscape installation Landscape Lighting,
salsr@bajains.com. Lawnmowing services Residential/ commercial
916-607-9787 . . .
Fence repair American Landscape Design
Call for free estimate & Installation. Est 1987
Yard Sale? 916-271-7265 American Construction & Property

Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring *Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Maintenance Company
WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

<Lighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!

All phases of home.
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas

P
MPG

Moving Sale: Sh If
Dining room set, 6 chairs, like n
BRILLIANT | | revCnceteinmas | | (* pryicitin
tress, nightstands, desk, 2 oak ain mg:

LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing
Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting
Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

dressers, twin bed w/mattress,
file cabinet, hutch, pots/pans,
kitchenware, freezer, portable
air conditioner. Embroidery
machine w/all hoops; embroi-
dery software. Misc. items.
April 11, 12. 9-4. 1 Millorook
Circle, Sacramento.

Visit: mpg8.com

Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019
|'!— We accept Visa & r

Mastercard |

FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137 AND INSURED

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

(0.
«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
eLaser Grading & Dozer work *Driveways *Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Yard Sale?
Garage Sale?

Advertise it Iin

Free Estimates your local
916-423-1288 or .
209-748-5588 Communlty

3 newspaper
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ABOUT TOWN

Genealogical Association
Meets April 15

The Genealogical Association of
Sacramento will have its general meeting
on Wednesday April 15. The doors open at
11:30 a.m. and the meeting begins at noon.
Our meetings are held the first and third
Wednesdays of each month in the Belle
Cooledge Library at 5600 S. Land Park
Drive, Sacramento 95822.

Our April meeting will feature speaker
Lisa Gorrell, who will give us insight on
“How to Leave Your Genealogy.”

On May 20 for our general meeting, we
will host Lisa Vogele presenting “Travel
Your Tree: Walking in your Ancestor’s
Footsteps” (an in-person meeting with the
speaker participating virtually via Zoom).

Questions: call Melanie, 916-383-1221.

Sacramento Book Festival
April 19

The California Writers Club Sacramento
Branch presents over 200 local authors,
selling books for people of all ages, per-
forming readings, participating in panels
and introducing themselves to Sacramento
readers.

The festival includes activities for chil-
dren, author readings, food trucks and

coffee vendors on site, and a passport
stamp hunt with prizes. Free admission;
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H St.
in East Sacramento. Details at sacramento-
bookfestival.com.

Area Museum Experiences

A sampling of must-see and must-do
experiences and special activations
offered by local museums include the
following:

Aerospace Museum of California —
“The Force Takes Flight: Open Cockpit
Day,” May 2.

Guests will have the rare opportunity
to explore select aircraft up close, climb
inside, ask questions, and experience
what it’s like to sit in the cockpit, while
interacting with members of the Central
California Garrison of the 501st Legion,
a nonprofit costuming club known for its
screen-accurate recreations inspired by
the beloved space saga. Details at aero-
spaceca.org.

California Museum — “Kokoro: The
Story of Sacramento’s Lost Japantown,”
extended through April. Featuring rare
family photographs drawn from the
personal collections of community

There are hundreds of

LOCAL EVENTS

Waiting to be discovered at

ardenarcadenews.com/calendar

T Heater cuLturat . FeStiyaL
CoNgerts | '™NeSS @roups GatHerngs o S Spirtua
crafts  DNNG  myseums CWUbS gagceq  Support Groups

members, the exhibit documents the
memories at the heart of a once-thriving
downtown community devastated first
by forced removal during World War
Il and again by redevelopment in the
1950s. Details at californiamuseum.org.

Sacramento History Museum -
“Meet Theodore Roosevelt,” 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15, Celebration Arts
Center, 2727 B St. Michael Romero por-
trays President Theodore Roosevelt.

In 1903, Roosevelt embarked on a
transformative “Great Western Tour,”
punctuated by an iconic three-day camp-
ing trip in Yosemite alongside naturalist
John Muir.

This encounter inspired Roosevelt
to lay the groundwork for the National
Park Service. Details at sachistorymu-
seum.org.

California Automobile Museum
— “A Litle Fellow: The Legend of A.P.
Giannini” documentary screening, 4 to 7
p.m. Thursday, April 16. Enjoy a screen-
ing of the film, a Q&A with Director
Davide Fiore, a cash bar and concessions
available for purchase. We’ll even have
Giannini’s personal 1933 Lincoln on dis-
play! Details atcalautomuseum.org.

California State Railroad Museum —

California Invention Convention, 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, April 18. This is
an initiative to bring invention education
into California schools and to celebrate the
young inventors with a statewide event.
Winners from this event will go on to com-
pete at the National Invention Convention
at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan.

The Chinese Railroad Workers’
Experience offers visitors a view of
the Chinese workers who built the
western portion of the nation’s first
Transcontinental Railroad. Marginalized
by history, the Chinese workers were more
than a nameless group of laborers. Details

at californiarailroad.museum.

Leland Stanford Mansion State
Historic Park — Photography Month
Sacramento - Eadweard Muybridge Tours,
every Sunday and select Saturdays in
April. See the groundbreaking work of
Muybridge, whose innovative techniques
revolutionized the art form. Delve into his
mesmerizing motion studies and iconic
landscapes, while discovering the rich cul-
tural heritage housed within the opulent
walls of this historic landmark. Details at
parks.ca.gov/?page_id=489.

SMUD Museum of Science and
Curiosity Laser Concert Series — K-Pop
Demon Hunters, 10:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Saturdays in April. Rage Against the
Machine, 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. April 3
and 4. This immersive music experience,
paired with spectacular full-dome lasers, is
the best way to listen to your favorite art-
ists outside of a live performance. Details
at visitmosac.org.

Elks Lodge 6 Calendar of Events

Handball Fun Day, Saturday, April 11,
Elks Lodge 6, 6446 Riverside Blvd. $20
buy-in person; open to members and the
public. Call or text John, 916-608-5670.
or call (916) 442-6666.

Greenhaven /Pocket Farmers Market
reopens Sunday, April 12. Also: Spring
Fling local crafts event.

CHP Bike Rodeo, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sunday, April 19.

Sunday Breakfast, 8:30 am-11 am;
$15 tax included. No breakfast April 5.

Mother’s Day Brunch/Ritual, 8:30
a.m.-11 a.m. Sunday, May 10.

Larry’s Birthday Bash, with Ophir
Prison Band and Dyana & the Cherry
Kings, 5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 14. No charge.

Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7
p.m. See elks6.net for weekly menu. %

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

LYTLE{;:

CONSTRUCTION INC

Remodeling and Design -
LIC# 480492

* Additions
* Kitchens
* Bathrooms

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler ~ « Custom Cabinetry

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

*HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
* RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
* CONCRETE REMOVAL

* PRESSURE WASHING

Spring Yard Clean-up Specials!

* HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replacethat old lawn!
Hard work—not a problem!

Call LESTER
(916) 838-1247

Lic#128758/Ref

SMOOT LAN SCAP ING

5 e Drought tolerant
landscape

* Low voltage lighting
* Garden renovations
* Concrete and stone

M - Consultations
available

916, 454‘300

www.lytleconstruction.com b

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

916-456-7777

rooneysplumbingco.com

P
NAR]

SPECIALSFOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS
& PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
- line under your
existing driveway!

SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

N e Weire/#illinithel#2{business s

www.SmootLandscaping.com ¢ Contractor License #633224

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

(916) 213-3740

Neil MclIntire — C.S.L.# 394307

ydig.com

License #683668

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING

Revive Restore Refinish

Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

PROFESSIONAL PET WASTE REMOVAL SERVICE

-
. Total clean

SCOOP TEAM

Y HONEST SERVICE. FAIR PRICING.
- SPOTLESS RESULTS.

Shane1 Oriental Rug Ga]lery
5

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl

Orlental Rugs | Persian I%ugs | Navajo | Tépestrles
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

New Installation & Repairs | ™ Sand & Finish
Family Tradition Since 1957 | = Repairs iz
Lic. #794448 - New Installations

sacramentohardwood.com " Recoating

1.800.725.3320 916.342.6596

® 916-250-2506
® WWW.TOTALCLEANSCOOPTEAM.COM

www.SHANElL.com Since 1989

Pick-up & Delivery

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry Electrical - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation
Fix leaks of all types
Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

noJosToosmarLt  Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Call'(916) 619-8189 to advertise with us foday!

East'Sacramento News ® Messenger: Publishing Group

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Arden Arcade News

Serving Arden Arcade and Sacramento County since 1993

Itis the intent of the Arden Arcade News to strive
for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The Arden Arcade News is not responsible
for unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The
entire contents of the Arden Arcade News are

Arden Arcade News
() Facebook: @ardenarcadenews

J

Publisher, copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created
Paul V. Scholl and/or composed by the MPG is with the publishing
' company and written permission to reproduce the
Arden Arcade News is same must be obtained from the publisher. . ?
amember of Messenger Subscriptions should be mailed to Arden Arcade |\ | d t Ad t
Publishing Group News, 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA _ ee O Ver IS e o

95608.

The Arden Arcade News is published monthly.
C II’QH-‘\ 772-1111 far mare infarmatinn
(all Linda Pohl for a vertising or other inquiries

at 916-429-9901.

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

Let Linda help you get the word out

(916) 619.81890) (916) 524.9184(
lindapohl2@gmail.com

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

MPG

Arden « Carmichael « East Sacramento
Land Park ¢ Pocket
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Kings Korner

SACRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

The Season is Almost Over

The time has come to reflect on the
2025-26 season for the Sacramento Kings,
and without a doubt it was a season of ups
and downs.

Injuries are a part of the game, and every
team has their fair share, but the Kings were
decimated like never before and never recov-
ered from the ubiquitous effect it had on the
entire team and its fan base.

After inexplicably trading away Jonas
Valanciunas, the Kings decided to roll the
dice with rookie Maxime Rayaud, and gam-
ble that he could capably hold down the
fort in the event of an injury to Domantas
Sabonis; a gamble that was ill conceived and
was nothing more than a cost-saving measure
that invariably left the Kings shorthanded.

Yes, Maxime had his bright spots, and if
nothing else the organization had the oppor-
tunity to allow this 7-foot rookie to get his
feet wet in the NBA. Baptism by fire it was,
and in my book, Maxime proved himself a
capable back-up center. As for a starting NBA
center, | don’t believe that’s what the Kings
have in their second-round draft choice of a
year ago.

Their first-round draft choice Nique
Clifford has been praised by many and cer-
tainly was given all the playing time he
wanted, but like his counterpart, Nique had
some glaring holes in his NBA game.

Appearing in 68 games, Clifford averaged
nearly 25 minutes per game while scoring
just 7.7 points per game. His 31 percent from
3-point land was one of the reasons the Kings
rank dead last in 3-point shooting this year,
and although his 41 percent from the field is
not impressive, it’s his 68 percent from the
free throw line that is truly glaring.

| expected more from Clifford, and
although I’'m not giving up on him, no
starting point guard in the NBA can put up
such numbers and expect to play on a win-
ning team.

So, what does that say about the role of the
point guard as it relates to the Sacramento
Kings? Are they still looking? | would hope
S0, because there is no one talking about
Russell Westbrook coming back next season,
and without him, that leaves Devin Carter to
split time with Nique Clifford.

The Kings find themselves in the same

position they were in a year ago, when they
signed Dennis Schroder to be the start-
ing point guard for the team. It wasn’t long
before he was replaced by Russell Westhrook
in the starting lineup and eventually traded
as he never seemed to find any rhythm with
the team.

So, as the Kings find themselves in a quan-
dary with regards to their point guard, the
question begs, what will they go after in
what has been lauded as one of the best draft
classes in many years?

Both Dylan Cardwell and Precious
Achiuwa have not only acquitted themselves
well this season, they have opened eyes all
over the NBA. Resigning these young big
men will be a source of focus during the off-
season, as well as drafting someone that can
give the Kings more front court depth.

Domantas Sabonis remains the foundation
piece that barring injury, is the one spot on
the team that can be counted on day in and
day out. Consistency is his middle name,
and no team needs consistency more than the
Sacramento Kings.

Daequon Plowden and Killian Hayes have
been late season bright spots, but both repre-
sent solid bench players and not the starters
that the Kings need.

Well, Scott Perry, time to put on that GM
hat and show this fan base how you can
build a team capable of making the playoffs
every year.

Time to become the ossified GM that the
Kings need. And that doesn’t extend to just
the players, as the coaching staff remains
a mystery.

Free throw shooting remains a source of
embarrassment, and that is a direct result of
coaching.

It’s time to form new habits and build a
culture of winning. Easier said than done and
staying away from injuries will be constantly
on the watch list.

Three games to go Kings fans, but it’s
likely your hometown ballers will secure
a high round draft choice in the upcoming
NBA draft.

Keep the faith Sacramento because even
just one player can tip the scales and bring
light to a team in real need.

All the best! *

This 1sn't a Race for California Governor;
Ilt's More Like a Game of Chicken

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Political media habitu-
ally use “race” to describe
contests for public office.
However the word implies
movement and there-
fore would be inaccurate if
applied to this year’s elec-
tion of a new governor.

Sixty-one names will be
on the June 2 primary bal-
lot, including 10 leaders who
profess to be serious about
seeking the office.

However, they aren’t
racing. Rather, the eight
top-polling Democrats seem
to be in a children’s game,
sitting in a circle staring at
each other, waiting for some-
one to blink. Meanwhile, the
two top Republicans are tak-
ing potshots at each other,
potentially undermining the
GOP’s only chance to elect a
governor for the first time in
two decades.

For weeks voter polls
have found that three
Democrats are locked in a
tie, albeit at a puny level,
around 10%, while the other
five Democrats are buried in
single digits.

California’s top-two pri-
mary election system has
all candidates listed on the
same ballot, regardless of
party, with the two top fin-
ishers then advancing to the
November general election.

Given the size of the field,
anyone garnering around
20% in June would probably
earn a place in the runoff —
or about twice what the three

Democrats at the top —
Katie Porter, Eric Swalwell
and Tom Steyer — currently
have.

With mail voting set to
begin in a month, the cal-
endar is beginning to be a
factor. Every ballot that’s
mailed removes that voter
from having his or her mind
changed. One should expect,
therefore, that those with
even semi-realistic chances
of making the cut would be
waging all-out campaigns
by now.

However, the only
highly visible campaign is
that of billionaire Steyer,
who’s not only hopping
around the state for per-
sonal appearances but
shelling out millions of his
own bucks for television and
internet ads.

Much of Steyer’s cam-
paign is aimed at Swalwell,
who has obtained substantial
union support, most prom-
inently from the California
Teachers Association.
Swalwell also benefits
from the threats of Donald
Trump’s FBI to release files
from its investigation of
Swalwell’s relationship with
a supposed Chinese spy.

Steyer and Swalwell
seem to be vying for the
most left-leaning bloc of
Democratic voters, while
Porter is coasting on the
name identification gained
during her losing campaign
for the U.S. Senate two years
ago and hoping that being
the only woman in the trio
will lift her into one of the
top two finishes.

Democratic Party leaders
are openly worried, though,
that the two Republicans
— Steve Hilton and Chad
Bianco — could finish 1-2,
thereby ensuring the election
of a GOP governor. They
would like the five lower-tier
Democratic candidates to

publicly surrender, thereby
enhancing chances that a
Democrat would make it
to November.

However, members of
that Democratic quintet
show no signs of quitting,
and if they continue to
soldier on, despite scant sup-
port, the possibility of a 1-2
Republican primary finish
continues.

The GOP’s only chance
of achieving such an upset
would be for Hilton and
Bianco to operate as a team,
pushing their support —
16% and 14% respectively
in the latest poll — to the
magic 20% level. However,
they are campaigning as
opponents, even though if
just one of them makes the
November ballot he would
almost certainly lose to
whichever Democrat sur-
vives the primary.

This static, who-will-
blink-first scenario does
contain one surprising
aspect — the failure of San
Jose Mayor Matt Mahan to
unleash the blitz he needs
to climb into contention,
despite having apparently
unlimited support from
wealthy Silicon Valley fig-
ures who want a tech- and
business-friendly governor.

On Wednesday, Politico
reported there was a shakeup
in the Mahan campaign due
to what were termed differ-
ences over strategy. Maybe
that explains why his cam-
paign has been so anemic
after his much-ballyhooed
late entry. He hasn’t been
racing much either.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *

Social Security Matters
I'll Be 65 Soon and am Working.

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: | will be 65
in October and I am working
full-time. My goal is to work
until age 67, which is my full
retirement age, or until age
70. | heard | have to apply
for Medicare Part A only. Is
this true or will | be penal-
ized? And do | have to go to
the Social Security office to
do this, or can I do it online?
And then will they be still giv-
ing me my Medicare through
the next five years of working,
or do | have to pay for some-
thing? | will have my own
healthcare insurance. Thank
you for your help. Signed:
Confused

Dear Confused: There
are two things you should be
aware of:

1. You do not need to claim
Social Security benefits when
you enroll in Medicare

2. You do not need to enroll
in Medicare at age 65 if you
have “creditable” healthcare
coverage from your employer
(“creditable” is a group plan
with at least 20 participants)

Thus, it is perfectly okay
for you to delay taking your
Social Security benefits until
age 67 (your SS full retire-
ment age), or even until age
70 when you will get the
maximum SS benefit you are
entitled to. And if you now
have “creditable” healthcare
coverage from your employer,

you can delay enrolling in
Medicare until such time as
your employer’s healthcare
coverage ends. When you
stop working, you will enter a
Medicare Special Enrollment
Period (SEP), during which
you can enroll in Medicare
without incurring a Late
Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide to
enroll in Medicare (or Social
Security), you will not need
to visit your local SSA office
to do so. You can enroll in
Medicare either online at
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up or you can call SSA
at 1.800.772.1213 to make
an appointment to enroll in
Medicare on the telephone.
Similarly, when you are ready
to claim Social Security, you
can do so online at www.
ssa.gov/apply or you can
call 1.800.772.1213 to make
an appointment to apply for
SS over the phone. To apply
online, however, you should
first create your personal
“my Social Security” online
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Creating your
online SS account now (at age
65) will facilitate later online
enrollment and will also pro-
vide you with an estimate of
your SS benefit amounts at
various ages — e.g., now at age
65, at your FRA of 67, or at
age 70. And that should help
you decide when it is best for
you to claim Social Security.

A few final points:

* You should verify with
your employer’s health insur-
ance provider that they
don’t require you to enroll
in Medicare at age 65. Most
employer plans don’t, but
some do.

* You don’t need to enroll in
Medicare Part A or Part B now
as long as your employer’s
coverage is creditable. And it’s

Must I enroll in Medicare?

okay to enroll in Medicare a
couple of months prior to your
employer’s creditable health-
care coverage ending (when
you stop working), requesting
that your Medicare coverage
starts when your employer’s
healthcare ends. This will
ensure that there is no gap in
your healthcare coverage. If
your employer coverage is
creditable, you will not suffer
a Medicare Late Enrollment
Penalty for enrolling after
age 65.

o If you claim Social
Security benefits at any time
prior to your full retirement
age (FRA) and are still work-
ing, you will be subject to
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET), which
limits how much you can earn
before they take away some of
your benefits. The AET lasts
until you reach your FRA (67),
after which you can earn as
much as you like without your
SS benefits being affected.

» Whenever you claim your
Social Security benefits,
you will be required to take
Medicare Part A, which is
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization services. Medicare
Part A is free because you
are also eligible for Social
Security. But you don’t need
to enroll in Part A at age 65
unless you also claim Social
Security.

* Medicare Part B, which
is coverage for outpatient
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.), is
optional if you have credit-
able employer coverage as
explained above. You do not
need to enroll in Medicare
Part B (for which there is a
monthly premium of $202.90
in 2026) until your employer’s
creditable healthcare coverage
ends, even if you claim Social
Security earlier. *
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It’s not just Israel.

One of the least con-
vincing arguments of op-
ponents of the Iran war is
that it is a conflict initi-
ated by the Jewish state
for its own benefit -- the
U.S. is just along for
the ride.

This view not only
discounts the U.S. inter-
est in defanging Iran but
also neglects that there
are other countries in the
region besides Israel and
Iran and that they, too,
have a stake in the out-
come of this war.

If there’s anything that
Iran has succeeded in do-
ing over the first month
of battle, it is further
demonstrating the intol-
erable threat that it rep-
resents to the region.

The so-called Gulf Co-
operation Council states
--  Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab
Emirates -- have the mis-
fortune of being located
just across the Persian
Gulf from Iran, putting
them on the front line of
the war.

A key element of Iran’s
strategy has been to im-
pose economic pain on
these states to force them
to press the United States
into staying its hand.

While the effective clo-
sure of the Strait of Hor-
muz is indirectly harm-
ing the United States
by driving up the global
price of crude and other
materials, it is a direct
blow to the Gulf states,
since the Saudis, Ku-
waitis and Emiratis send
the majority of their oil

Iran’s
Other Enemies

through the waterway.

The Iranians have
struck the Gulf states
with missiles and drones
by the thousands. The
ongoing blitz is damag-
ing energy infrastructure
and destroying the repu-
tation of the Gulf states
as an oasis of calm and
economic development
in an otherwise turbulent
region.

There’s no insurance
policy against having a
fanatic millenarian state
as a neighbor, while
nothing quite concen-
trates the mind like an
unprovoked drone attack
on one of your luxury
hotels -- or your airports,
oil fields and data cen-
ters.

Iran likes to pretend
that it is only striking at
military  infrastructure,
but that’s absurd.

As long as Iran is run
on its current basis, it is
a grave danger to these
countries, which, prior
to the war, tried to keep
their heads down or even
get closer to Iran as a way
to mitigate the threat.

This is the approach
that the Saudis tried af-
ter an Iran-backed attack
hampered the country’s
oil production in 2019.

That experiment is
now done. According to
published reports, the
crown prince of Saudi
Arabia, Mohammed bin
Salman, privately urged
Trump to launch the war
even as the Saudis talked
up diplomacy in public,
and now MBS has been
telling Trump to go all
the way and topple the
Iranian government.

The New York Times
relates that the Saudi

leader “is concerned that
if Mr. Trump pulls back
now, Saudi Arabia and
the rest of the Middle East
will be left to confront an
emboldened and furious
Iran on their own.”

The UAE has been a
particular lIranian target.
Its ambassador to the
U.S. wrote in The Wall
Street Journal recently,
“We need a conclusive
outcome that address-
es lran’s full range of
threats: nuclear capabil-
ities, missiles, drones,
terror proxies and block-
ades of international
sea lanes.”

One is tempted to con-
clude that the Gulf states
are “all neocons now.”
That would be overstat-
ing it, though. Despite
getting hit by Iran, Oman
is maintaining its tradi-
tional posture as a medi-
ator and Qatar is always
a bad actor.

Much depends on how
the war ultimately turns
out, but it is easy to see
the Gulf states looking
to the United States for
greater security guar-
antees and warming up
further to Israel, which
is demonstrating the mil-
itary might to confront
an Iran that has no com-
punction about lashing
out at states that are do-
ing it no harm.

It may be easy for hos-
tile U.S. observers to
portray the Iran war as
about Israel and only Is-
rael, but the Gulf states
unfortunately know bet-
ter -- and have the battle
damage to prove it.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Strader Announces First Piece of Coaching
Staff with the Addition of JJ Wozniak

Sacramento State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - With nearly two
decades of experience as a coach at the
Division | level, JJ Wozniak has been named
an assistant coach with the Sacramento State
women’s soccer program beginning with the
upcoming 2026 campaign Head Coach Tim
Strader announced March 24.

*“JJ is someone I’ve developed a close rela-
tionship with—as both a friend and a fellow
coach—since his time at UNLV,” Strader
said. “His ability to connect with student
athletes, his strengths as a recruiter with
deep ties throughout the Central Valley and
Northern California, and his commitment
to player development are all qualities I’'m
excited for our student athletes to experience.

“We have big goals as a program to com-
pete for championships and make deep
postseason runs, and JJ brings a wealth of
experience that will complement the strengths
of our coaching staff, both as a former goal-
keeper and as a tactician. I’'m thrilled to
welcome JJ, his wife Carrie, and his son
Jacob to our Hornet soccer family.”

Wozniak joins the Hornets’ sideline after
spending five seasons (2021-24) at nearby
Pacific, joining the staff as an assistant coach
prior to the 2020 campaign, which was
delayed until the spring due to the pandemic,
before taking over as Co-Head Coach for the
final four years.

In July of 2021, he was elevated to the
position of Co-Head Coach and made an
immediate impact, guiding the Tigers to a
10-6-3 overall record — the program’s best
in 12 years — including an 8-1-1 non-con-
ference record. The team finished with nine
shutouts on the year as junior Brenna Crump
was named the West Coast Conference

JJ Wozniak has been named an assistant coach with the Sacramento State women'’s soccer
program. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

Goalkeeper of the Year and Wozniak was
named the WCC Coach of the Year along
with Co-Head Coach Danesha Adams.

A year later, Wozniak helped Pacific out
to another quick start with a 5-0-6 mark in
non-conference play, including a win over
perennial power Santa Clara, and finished
with 10 points in the WCC standings — an
improvement of two points over the previous
season and finished 7-3-10 overall.

In all, three of his four seasons as Co-Head
Coach ended with records of .500 or better,
which included a 9-9-1 mark in 2023. He left
Stockton having won 28 matches and draw-
ing 15 more.

Prior to taking the position with the Tigers,
Wozniak was the Associate Head Coach at
UNLYV from 2015-19, helping lead the Rebels
to the 2016 Mountain West Conference reg-
ular season and conference tournament titles
while posting a 57-40-7 overall record during
his tenure.

He helped guide UNLYV to four consecutive
double-digit win seasons while in Las Vegas,
including a 16-4-3 record during that champi-
onship 2016 campaign en route to an NCAA
Tournament berth. While with the Rebels,
Wozniak mentored 15 All-Mountain West
selections, including the 2016 league offen-
sive (Lily Sender) and defensive (Chidera

Akubuilo) players of the year, and the pro-
gram’s first-ever All-American in Sender.

A native of San Diego, Calif., Wozniak’s
collegiate coaching career began as an assis-
tant coach in charge of goalkeepers for the
Fresno State men’s program from 2000-03,
then served three seasons as the top assistant
for the men’s program at Belmont University
from 2011-13.

Outside of his collegiate experience,
Wozniak held the title of Director of Coach for
Cal Odyssey SC from 2002-2011 and again
from 2014-2015. He first started with the pro-
gram as an Assistant Director of Coaching
and Director of Soccer Operations in March
of 2002 before being promoted to Director of
Coaching in April of 2007. Wozniak's teams
saw much success, as California Odyssey was
one of the original 63 clubs invited into the
US Soccer National Development Academy.
The program won five national champion-
ships under Wozniak's guidance while having
back-to-back Development Academy National
Finalists in 2009 and 2010.

He also served as the Director of Coaching
for Downtown Las Vegas SC from 2015-2017,
while also coaching ECNL and ECRL teams
for Heat FC from 2017-2020.

Wozniak played collegiately at Saint
Louis and Fresno State, twice earning all-re-
gion honors and Mountain Pacific Sports
Federation laurels in 1995. He went on to a
professional career in Major League Soccer
with the LA Galaxy and San Jose Clash
(now Earthquakes) as well as time in the
USL and USISL where he was named the
league’s goalkeeper of the year award in 1997
and 2001.

Graduating from Fresno State with a degree
in sociology in 2000, Wozniak also holds
a National “B” Coaching License from the
United States Soccer Federation. *

Reid Paskey Joins Republic
FC First Team on USL Academy Contract

USL ACADEMY CONTRACT

SIGNEL

REID PASKEY
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Sacramento Republic FC announced the addition of Academy player Reid Paskey to the club’s
First Team roster. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento
Republic FC announced the addition of
Academy player Reid Paskey to the club’s
First Team roster. The defender has signed a
USL Academy Contract, pending league and
federation approval, and will be eligible for
selection immediately.

“We continue to see our academy play-
ers benefit from this opportunity, whether
it’s making an appearance for the First
Team or preparing them for the next steps
of their soccer journey,” said Republic FC
Head Coach Neill Collins. “We’re confi-
dent that Reid will embrace this next step,
continue his development and represent the
club well.”

A Sacramento native, Paskey is set to
graduate from C.K. McClatchy High School
this spring and has committed to play
Division 1 soccer at Stanford University
in 2027. Paskey joined Sacramento's youth
development academy in 2024 and was on
the academy U17 team that advanced to the
semifinals in the MLS Next Cup, the most
impressive run of any Republic academy
team since 2022 with three victories in the
tournament. Before joining Republic FC, he
played with regional clubs Davis Legacy and

Sacramento Alliance SC.

Paskey joins the ever-growing group of
now eight current and former Academy play-
ers on this year’s First Team roster. Da’vian
Kimbrough, Blake Willey, and Chibi
Ukaegbu have risen through the ranks and
have signed professional contracts with their
hometown team, while Rohan Chivukula,
Luke Strassburg, Brooks Doolittle and
Jackson Montero have signed USL Academy
Contracts. USL Academy contracts allow
academy players to train and compete with
the First Team while maintaining their
NCAA eligibility.

Since its inception in 2015, Republic FC’s
Academy has created a strong, local pipeline
of youth players ready for professional-level
competition, with over 40 players earn-
ing the opportunity to join the First Team
on USL Academy contracts and over 25
going on to sign professional contracts with
Republic FC or other clubs. In 2025, players
from Sacramento’s youth academy com-
bined for 80 gameday roster selections, 56
appearances and over 3,000 minutes.

The region’s top youth players will
have an opportunity to join Republic FC’s
Academy - the only youth-to-pro pathway
in the region — at tryouts on April 30 to May
1. For more information or to register, visit
SacRepublicFC.com/Academy. *

Beaver tandout at Hawk Invite
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The ARC team delivered an impressive performance at the Hawk Invite, highlighted by
standout efforts across both diving and swimming events. Photo courtesy of American River College

American River
College News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The ARC team delivered
an impressive perfor-
mance at the Hawk Invite,
highlighted by standout
efforts across both diving
and swimming events.

Ashley Johnson led
the way in diving, claim-
ing first place in both
the 1-meter and 3-meter
events. Bridget Adams
secured a strong third-
place finish, while Arie
Black and Maddie Warden
added depth to the squad
by rounding out the
top 10.

In the pool, Lydia
Vlahos dominated the dis-
tance events, turning in the
top overall performance

The meet concluded on a high note fo
team, who captured the final event with a victory in the
200-freestyle relay. Photo courtesy of American River College

r the women's

in both the 500 and 1650
freestyle. Brooke Boyer
also had a breakthrough
swim, posting a lifetime
best in the 200 breast-
stroke and breaking the
three-minute barrier with a
time of 2:56.21.

Clara Walker and Mya
Thomas also had a strong
showing, excelling in the
backstroke events (50 and
200) and each recording
season-best times in the 50
freestyle.

The meet concluded on

a high note for the wom-
en's team, who captured
the final event with a vic-
tory in the 200-freestyle
relay. The team of Anabel,
Amber, Mya and Sasha
combined for a strong fin-
ish to secure the win. %

Gianna Nocetti

Earns Second Big West Player of the Week Honor
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UC Davis Athletics
News Release

senior recorded a hat trick in all three
contests against UCSD, Brown and Cal

UC Davis senior attacker Gianna Nocetti has been named the
Big West Player of the Week following a standout performance
that led the No. 16 Aggies to a perfect 3-0 weekend in
Southern California. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - For the second time
in the season and her career, UC Davis
senior attacker Gianna Nocetti has been
named the Big West Player of the Week
following a standout performance that
led the No. 16 Aggies to a perfect 3-0
weekend in Southern California.
Nocetti fueled a road trip highlighted
by a 12-11 victory over No. 15 UC San
Diego—the program’s first regulation
win over the Tritons since 2022. The

sprint wins.

State Fullerton, totaling nine goals, two
assists and six steals on the weekend.
A specialist at the start of periods,
Nocetti went a perfect 12-for-12 on
sprints over the three-game stretch. She
currently leads the team in steals (35)
and leads the Big West in both sprint
wins (62) and sprint win percentage,
while ranking No. 6 nationally in total

The finale against Cal State
Fullerton served as a career milestone

for Nocetti, who recorded her 100th
career assist. She now totals 40 goals
and 40 assists on the year, making her
the only player on the roster to reach
the 40-mark in both categories so far
this season.

Through six conference games,
Nocetti ranks among the Big West
leaders in multiple categories, includ-
ing No. 1 in sprint wins and No. 2 in
both steals and field blocks. She also

sits at No. 5 in the conference in total

points during Big West play and No. 6
in assists per game. *
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ESKATON

VILLAGE CARMICHAEL

L.ess chores. More choice.

Eskaton Village Carmichael is a Life Plan Community designed for independence,

with full-service hospitality and amenities to fill your days with joy.

Communal spaces, flexible dining, wellness

activities, and award-winning hospitality create

/
an environment where you are welcomed and Schedule a tour tOdCly.

have the opportunity to connect with each 916-900-1221
other. Your private residence offers comfort

and independence, while access to healthcare eskaton.org/evc

services provides reassurance for the future.

Community Garden :

Art Studio

Life Plan Community / CCRC, Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing

3939 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608 License #340313383 COA #202 Equal Housing Opportunity



