
Webster’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals Approves Pavilion 
Avenue Special Permit 
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Many residents are unaware 
of the responsibilities 
belonging to the Webster 

Zoning Board of Appeal. The 
Board operates under the author-
ity of Chapter 40A of the Massa-
chusetts General Laws and acts as 
the town’s Special Permit Granting 
Authority regarding the applica-
tion or interpretation of the town’s 
zoning bylaws. If there were no 

zoning bylaws, you could be living 
next to all sorts of unexpected 
neighbors like junkyards, facto-
ries, nightclubs, or even pig farms.  
There’s nothing horrific about any 
of these types of facilities but it’s 
better if they were situated in more 
suitable areas specific to them-
selves.  Each town’s zoning author-
ity adopts specific ordinances and 
bylaws regulating the use of land, 
buildings, and structures.  

At the Webster board’s most 
recent meeting, they reviewed a 

site plan for 11 Pavilion Avenue 
concerning a demolition of an ex-
isting lakeside home to construct 
a new building. The location is on 
Webster Lake near “the narrows.” 
Questions were raised about road 
and water proximity while the 
board reviewed whether the new 
construction would be substan-
tially larger than the previous 
structure and whether there would 
be a significant impact to the local 
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Fiscal Year 2027 
Town Budget Review, 
Town Board 
Candidates’ Forum
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

At the March 24 meeting of the 
Charlton Select Board, Town 
Administrator Andrew Golas 

provided a quick over view of the 
fiscal year 2027 budget, which has 
not been finalized, stating “total 
revenues that we’re projecting 
are $50.46 million with a total 
expenditure budget of $48.3 mil-
lion essentially leaving a margin 
of $2.6 million in unused tax levy 
capacity. It’s projecting $250,000 
in new growth and some increase 
in ambulance receipts. Overall 
educational spending increases 
6.79 percent primarily driven by 
an 11 percent increase in mini-
mum net school spending. There 
is an increase for police, fire, and 
DPW departments reflective of 
their respective collective bargain-
ing agreements. An increase to 
the fire and EMS budget will fund 
four additional firefighters to staff 
the second station. We’ve included 
projected benefit costs and in-
creases in debt service and overall, 
I think it’s pretty strong and shows 
our strong financial position es-
pecially where our right out of the 
gate budget is showing a net posi-

tive where a lot of communities 
this year are showing net negatives 
and trying to figure out how to dig 
out of that hole,” he said.

The budget review required no 
Select Board vote.

The Board then reviewed poten-
tial changes to the town’s medical 
insurance provider which ap-
peared to provide cost savings but 
more research and cost reviews are 
to be done by the town’s insurance 
reviewer.

The Board then briefly exam-
ined Town Administrator Golas’ 
performance review where he 
was given a score of 4.79 out of a 
possible 5.  Mr. Golas thanked the 
Board for a positive review.

CANDIDATES’ FORUM SCHEDULED
Also at the meeting, the 

Charlton Select Board heard from 
resident Kathleen Walker about 
the town board candidates’ forum 
to be held on Saturday, April 11, at 
10:30 a.m. The forum will be held 
at the Charlton Library located at 
40 Main Street. Ms. Walker stated 
that “all 16 candidates who are 

The parcel is question is proximate to the part of Webster Lake called the Narrows, a tiny channel between the north and middle lakes.

Dudley Selectboard Reviews Regional School Budget 
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

At the March 23 meeting of the 
Dudley Select Board, Steven 
Lamarche, Dudley-Charlton 

Regional School District Super-
intendent, presented the school 
district’s budget update, saying 
that “we are still in flux as to where 
the state is going to land and we 
hope the House comes out with its 
budget in two weeks maybe and 
we’ll have a better understanding 
on a couple of these items. Chapter 
70 funds have not changed and we 

do not anticipate that the Governor 
will change what she has put into 
her budget.” 

Lamarche then reviewed each 
budget aspect as it pertained 
to funding from school choice, 
resource officers, health insurance 
costs including savings resulting 
from GLP-1 weight loss drugs’ 
reclassifications and their effect on 
health insurance budgets, out-
of-district placements, and a 30 
percent increase in students who 
identify with disabilities in the 
school district of approximately 
700 students. He spoke about 

employee health benefits that had 
a downward adjustment. Lamarche 
stated, “We are looking at a 12 
percent increase in health insur-
ance benefits. That’s half of what it 
was last year for us. Retiree health 
benefits are the biggest nugget that 
hit us on January 1. We are absorb-
ing this in our operating budget. 
We are making sacrifices to make 
sure we are paying for this year 
without coming back and asking 
for additional money and that’s 
a $522,000 increase for the fiscal 
year 2027. We have 351 retirees 
who are participating in retirement 

insurance as a school district. The 
retirees don’t fall back on the town 
budget; we take care of the retirees 
in our regional school budget. 
There was a 60 percent increase in 
their benefits from December 31, 
2025 to January 1, 2026 and we 
don’t think it will be that large (of 
an increase) going forward as there 
was a three-year contract with the 
insurance company; this is the 
reason for the 60 percent increase. 
There was no doubt that the insur-
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“Images of America, Webster” book

running for elected positions will 
have the opportunity to present 
their visions and answer your ques-
tions. Why does this matter and 
why should you care? Our elected 
officials directly affect every aspect 
of our lives from our children’s 
education to our tax bills from 
public safety to the character of our 

community. Our towns usually see 
lower voter turnout than state or 
national elections and many of our 
local decisions are made by a rela-
tively small percentage of eligible 
voters.” She urged voters to attend 
the April 11 candidates’ forum.

NEW DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
Fire Chief Barton introduced 

newly-appointed Deputy Fire Chief 
Joshua Bennett. Deputy Chief 
Bennett thanked the Select Board 
for the opportunity of his new 
position. The Board then voted on 
the town cyber-security incident 
response policy. Town Admin-
istrator Andrew Golas reviewed 

the policy recommended by the 
town insurer which would add the 
following wording to the process: 
“if the incident reported is severe, 
it must be reported to the town 
cyber liability insurance provider 
immediately to facilitate the ability 
to deploy critical breach response 
resources.” Golas recommended 
that the Board approve the revision 
and the Board voted unanimously 
to approve. 

NOT ALL TROLLS ARE ON 
THE INTERNET

Other business included an 
interesting project by Thomas 
Dambo, who places large elf-like 
troll figures in selected areas, 
specifically at Charlton’s Capen Hill 
Nature Sanctuary. Mr. Dambo’s 
goal is to place his creations in ev-
ery U.S. state as presented by Diane 
Doherty, former Recreation Com-
missioner, and Barbara Frederick, 
Director of the Capen Hill Nature 
Association. More details will be 
provided in the near future. 

The Thunder Stone in Rhode mIsland is one of Thomas Dambo's recent installations.
www.thomasdambo.com/

CHARLTON
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Charlton Mechanical 

Collaborative Poetry Project 
Presented in Webster
In celebration of National Poetry 

Month, Booklovers’ Gourmet, 
located at 72 East Main Street in 

Webster, MA is hosting an Open 
Mic Poetry Event with Featured 
Poet Brian Mosher, on Saturday, 
April 18 from 2-4 p.m. The event 
is free and open to the public. 
There is space for up to 14 readers 
for the open mic. To sign up to 
read, please call 508-949-6232 or 
email deb@bookloversgourmet.
com.

Brian Mosher resides in Mans-
field, MA. His work has appeared 
in Blood and Bourbon, Lily Poetry 
Review, Literary Underground, 
Nixes Mate, Anomaly Poetry, 
eMerge, Esoterica, and others. 
He received Honorable Mention 
in the Joe Gouviea Outermost 
Poetry Contest, and his short story 
“Fragments” was a winner of the 
Nikki Hanna Literary Challenge. 
His most recent books are the 
collection, “A Muster of Melodious 

Musings” (2025 Metaphysical Fox 
Press); Double Vision, a collabo-
ration with artist Becky Haletky 
(2026); and the chapbook 
“Relict” (2026 Finishing 
Line Press).

His website is Phlub-
bermatic: www.phlubber-
matic.blogspot.com.

Relict is the result of 
the author’s struggle to 
figure out what the death 
of his father meant to 
him. Does a person be-
come something different 
on the day they no longer 
have any living parents? 
A child becomes an ado-
lescent, becomes an adult. 
A single person becomes 
part of a couple, becomes 
a parent, becomes again 
single either as a widow 
or through divorce. But 
we have no word for the 
stage of life that begins 

once both a person’s parents have 
died. This book is an attempt to 
document the feelings of grief, and 

to reconnect to a lost past through 
stories about ancestors, all without 
losing sight of a hopeful future.

Artist Becky Haletky and poet 
Brian Mosher present their col-
laborative project, Double Vision. 
Becky has created gorgeous and 
colorful collages of diners, historic 
locations and other attractions 
(both real and imagined), and 
Brian has written poems to accom-
pany each one.
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area. A height restriction of 30 
feet maximum was specified to be 
measured from the lowest point 
of the property.  Abutters’ com-
ments were also reviewed and after 
discussion and a geo-map review, 
a special permit was approved 
with the normal conditions of the 
zoning by-laws along with the new 
height restriction.  Chairman Jason 

Piader then informed the builder 
that his special permit was ap-
proved and that he now had a 21-
day waiting period for any appeals. 
Following this 21-day wait, he 
then would have to return to town 
hall to obtain a Certificate of No 
Appeal which verifies that the time 
allowed for appealing has expired 
and confirms the board’s decision 
is final. The permit would then be 
issued by the town of Webster and 
construction would follow. 

ance company was losing money 
by the third year.”

Lamarche also stated that the 
budget increase was 5.69 percent. 
To offset some of the budget 
increase, he mentioned that the 
school district did not use the 
Amazon monies given to the dis-
trict last year but held it to offset 
the school budget this year for 
customary school supplies and the 
district will also be using state aid 
toward their $60 million budget. 

A Finance, Advisory, and Ap-
propriations Board member asked 
Jon Ruda, town administrator, 
“What is your time frame for bud-
get recommendations?” Mr. Ruda 
responded “We still have to hear 
from Water and Sewer and we’re 
going to need some time to work 
through all the recommendations.” 

Ruda further stated “Every year 
we balance our budget for July 1 
and then we actually fix and set 
our budget in October. It’s just the 
way it seems to work every year. 
We never have a full picture in 
front of us until we get to Octo-
ber and all the budgets have been 
settled and the revenues collected 
have been settled and then we’re 
able to realize a free cash number 
and come up with a balanced 
budget for the remainder of the 
year. It’s just the way it works every 
single year. We don’t have the extra 
money to play with to balance for 
July 1 ever.”

Dudley Library Director, Nicole 
Messier, presented an additional 
fiscal budget 2027 request for a 
1.85% increase, or $7,500, to run 
the Pearl Crawford Memorial 
Library. Selectman Steve Sullivan 
asked Messier if the additional 

funds were to keep the town’s 
library certification and Messier 
stated that to keep within the state 
budget requirements the library 
would have to maintain a mini-
mum amount of operational fund-
ing to qualify for state aid. 

“In order for us to meet the re-
quirements we would have to take 
the average funding of the past 
three years and add an additional 
2.5 percent so the $413,145 (total 
operational budget) gets us to 
where we need to be and then we 
will qualify for our state aid,” she 
said.

Also at the meeting, the Select 
Board approved a Class II license 
for Pro Automotive owner, Jason 
Rousseau, to operate his auto and 
truck repair business in a former 
Toyota Dealership building at 191 
West Main Street. Board member 
Sullivan thanked Mr. Rousseau 
for keeping his business in Dudley 
after which the board approved the 
Class II license. 

A Class II license allows buying 
and selling used cars and autho-
rizes the purchase and display of 
used motor vehicles for resale to 
the public with the licenses gener-
ally expiring on January 1 of each 
year. It also covers persons who 
display used vehicles not owned by 
them, in exchange for compensa-
tion. Licensees must maintain a 
$25,000 surety bond to protect 
consumers who may suffer a loss. 
Holders must abide by local zon-
ing laws and maintain records of 
all vehicles bought or sold.  

A town-wide yard sale date was 
approved for Saturday, June 27, at 
the Dudley Town Hall, 71 West 
Main Street, to be held from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Nichols College was also 
granted parking exceptions for 
May events as well as for student 
move-out dates. 

DUDLEY
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Two women enjoying themselves in hand-made hats at the Dudley Woman's Club Purse 
Bingo Fundraiser.

DWC Fundraiser Successful
The Dudley Woman’s Club 

Pocketbook Bingo on March 
22 at the PACC in Webster was 

a winning success!
 More than 200 enthusiasts 

gathered to win designer hand-
bags, raffles and contests. As part 
of a Giving Project, our generous 
guests donated 201 breakfast items 
valued at $1,283 to the Webster-
Dudley Food Share.

 Also, as a thank you to our 
volunteer emcees Lester Buggio 
and Ben Kane, the DWC donated 
$200 in their name to the Webster-
Dudley Food Share.

 Proceeds from this event sup-
port the many charitable undertak-
ings of the DWC, including college 
scholarships. For more information 
about the club and the charities we 
support, visit www.dudleywoman-
sclub.org.  
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Programs & Events @ the Pearle L. Crawford (Dudley) Library
40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley  

508-949-8021
To register for events or sign up 

for the newsletter, go to www.craw-
fordlibrary.org or call.                

The Library will open at 11a.m. 
on Friday, April 10 due to a sched-
uled school visit.

The Library will be closed on 
Monday, April 20 in observance of 
Patriots’ Day.

Please join us in April to cel-
ebrate local artist Tim Oliver. A va-
riety of his pieces will be on display 
for you to enjoy in the Fels Room 
whenever the Library is open.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday-NO SESSION 

April 20
10-11 a.m. 
Join yoga instructor Patricia for 

a traditional “on the mat” yoga 
class with chair yoga modifica-
tions. This truly is a one-size-
fits-all class.  Bring your own 
mat. Wear layers, do not eat 
heavily 1.5-2 hours before class.  
Registration is required. 

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday

10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Fels Com-
munity Room

The game consists of players 
competing to form distinct sets 
or pairs of tiles, similar to gin 
rummy.

Everyone is welcome; registra-
tion is not required.

Quilting Group
Every Wednesday
1:30- 3:30 p.m.
All quilters and would-be 

quilters are invited to join our new 
group.  Bring your projects!

Knit & Crochet Group
Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 p.m. 

and Friday 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
All stitchers are welcome to this 

informal group.
Bring your project, enjoy the 

company
The Dangerous Art of Chain-

saw Sculpture
Thursday, April 9 
6-7 p.m.
A fun, interesting, interactive 

and engaging journey through 
the amazing career of world-
famous Master Chainsaw Sculptor, 
Dr. “The Machine” Jesse Green 
(AMERICAN CHAINSAW on 
National Geographic Chan-
nel, ESPN/ Disney and more.) 
Through an incredible series of 
photos, the process of creating 
gigantic, death-defying works of 
art from trees is brought to life in 
a BIG way! Attendees will be able 
to ask questions throughout and 

fully participate in the discussion. 
You’ve never seen anything like it! 

Friends of the Library Annual 
Meeting

Monday, April 13 
1:15-2:15 p.m.
The annual meeting of the 

Friends of the Pearle L. Craw-
ford Memorial Library.Voting on 
changes to bylaws. All are invited 
to attend!

Pearle’s Genealogy Group
Monday, April 13
4-5:30 p.m.
The genealogy group is grow-

ing! Join us in the Local History 
Room on the second Monday 
of every month.  Facilitated by 
professional genealogist Patricia 
St. Marie.

Gel Printing with Happy Arts
Monday, April 13
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Let’s  experience artist creativ-

ity using a gel plate. You can make 
beautiful prints and use them for 
cards, wall art, journal-making, 
and so much more.

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Dudley 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency. 
Registration is required.

Corbin Cemetery Restoration 
Project

Thursday, April 16
6-7 p.m.
Join us to learn about the 

restoration project at the Corbin 
Cemetery in Dudley. Presentation 
by Betty and Carlo Mencucci of 
Burrillville, R.I. will tell the story 
of conserving gravestones in the 
Corbin Cemetery over the course 
of 4 summers. This cemetery has 
a very old section with graves of 
Revolutionary War soldiers. Many 
of these old slate stones were lean-
ing, fallen or broken. The slide-
show will show the labor involved 
to properly repair and reset these 
old, fragile gravestones to bring 
back the dignity and respect that 
they deserve. 

Crawford Library Book Group 
Thursday, April 23
Looking for Alaska by John 

Green & The Art Spy by Michelle 
Young

6-7:30 p.m.
Books are available at the 

circulation desk for checkout one 
month prior to discussion. 

No Registration Required
“Cook the Book” Book Club- 

Dinner: Changing the Game by 
Melissa Clark

Monday, April 27
6-7 p.m.
Any family recipe is fair game, 

except alcoholic beverages-sorry! 
Prepare the recipe at home and 
share it at the library. We can-
not reheat or keep food warm, so 
consider this when choosing your 
recipe.

You are responsible for bringing 

serving utensils. We will provide 
paper goods and utensils for eat-
ing.

There will be a place to in-
clude your recipe selection in the 
reservation form. Registration is 
required.

Tuesday Crafternoon- Dia-
mond Painting

Tuesday, April 28
1- 2 p.m.
Try your hand at diamond 

painting. Four designs to choose 
from. Don’t panic, the designs are 
small and easy to complete.

Ages 17+ Registration is re-
quired

National Grid Advocates
Wednesday, April 29
10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
National Grid has a team of 

Community Advocates dedicated 
to assisting low-to moderate-
income customers in navigating 
their utility needs. Our Advocates 
provide personalized support and 
can help residents with a variety of 
services. Drop in for one-on-one 
help.

Meet the Artist-Tim Oliver
Thursday, April 30
5:30-7 p.m.
Let’s celebrate our Artist of the 

Month, Tim Oliver, who continu-
ally pushes beyond the boundaries 
of traditional drawing, painting, 
and sketching, exploring bold and 
intriguing new directions. Cook-
ies will be served.
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Frost, Marsi, Fattman & McKenna File Legislation to Recognize 
Brodeur Family with Route 20 Dedication at Curve
State Representatives Paul K. 

Frost (R-Auburn), John J. 
Marsi (R-Charlton) and Joseph 

D. McKenna (R-Sutton), along 
with Senator Ryan C. Fattman 
(R-Sutton), announce they have 
filed a bill to dedicate a section of 
Route 20 as the Brodeur Curve, in 
memory of Michael and Kyle Bro-
deur of Charlton, who were struck 
head-on by an impaired driver in 
November of 1997 at the danger-
ous curve in the Town of Oxford.

Michael was killed and his son 
Kyle lived with severe brain dam-
age until his untimely passing in 
2025 due to the injuries from the 
accident. For the decades that fol-
lowed the tragic incident Kyle and 
his mother, Lisa Brodeur, dedicated 
themselves to raising awareness of 
the dangers of impaired driving, 
educating high school and driver’s 
ed students, working with drivers 
who lost their licenses on the con-
sequences of impaired driving, and 
comforting the victims of motor 
vehicle accidents and their families.

In sharing their story with the 
hope to save lives and help others 
make better choices, Kyle and 
Lisa’s tireless advocacy not only 
received recognitions but also led 

to increased safety measures along 
Route 20 from the Oxford/Au-
burn line to Richardson’s Corner 
in Charlton. Today this section 
has been dramatically improved 
through the widening of the road-
way and installation of a median 
barrier separating the opposing 
directions of travel.

Representative Frost, who repre-
sents North Oxford and the area of 
Charlton along Route 20 where the 
safety improvements were made, 
commented, “We are filing this 
bill in cooperation with MassDOT 
to recognize the sacrifice and the 
advocacy of the Brodeur Family. 
From this terrible tragedy came 
hope, love and a desire to educate 
to save lives. Route 20 is a better 
and safer road to travel than it ever 
was because of Lisa and Kyle’s ad-
vocacy. At one time the curve was 
referred to as Dead Man’s Curve. 
Now after the safety improvements 
and once this bill becomes law, it 
will be forever known as Brodeur 
Curve.”

"The Brodeur Family deserves to 
have this section of Rt. 20 named 
after them to ensure that Michael 
and Kyle Brodeur are always 
remembered,” said Representative 

Marsi. “The many, many years of 
advocacy Lisa Brodeur and family 
gave to improving the road so 
others can be safer will live on for 
generations."

"This honorary naming is just 
a small token of gratitude that we 
can show to the Brodeur family for 
their enduring advocacy in light 
of tragedy and hardship,” added 
Representative McKenna. “I pray 
that no more lives will be lost, and 
that is largely thanks to the family’s 
decades of enduring commitment 
to ensuring that this road was 
rebuilt and made safe."

Senator Fattman said, "The 
Brodeur family has transformed 
devastating loss into a mission to 
keep others safe and prevent even 
more driving tragedies. The stretch 
of Route 20 dedicated as Brodeur 
Curve ensures that Michael and 
Kyle's story, and Lisa and Kyle's 
relentless advocacy, remind us that 
safer roads are built with compas-
sion. I hope and pray that the 
Brodeur family's impact will be felt 
by every individual traveling on 
this roadway."

The Brodeurs turned their loss 
into decades of giving back to our 
society, and this legislation honors 

the family’s efforts to enhance the 
safety of commuters across our 
region and the Commonwealth. 
Additional cosponsors of the bill 

include Senator Peter Durant, 
Representative Todd Smola and 
Representative Donald Berthi-
aume, among others.

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

            Serving the Blackstone Valley  Serving the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countyand the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster

For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$450450

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$475475
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$525525
Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs

Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

FREELANCE 
WRITERS 
NEEDED!

Do you have a talent for engaging 
writing that informs and inspires? 

We are looking for a local interested in 
telling stories important to the area. If so, 

Our Town Publishing wants you to join 
our team of dedicated journalists.

If interested, please submit 
writing samples to 

proy@yankeeshopper.net
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HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Make Your Mother’s Day
Reservations NOW!

Route 16, Mendon, MA
508-473-5079 • 508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England New England 
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:
12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Fire Dept. • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Earth Day Events
DUDLEY SETS EARTH DAY CLEANUP 
FOR APRIL 18

The Dudley Board of Health 
calls residents to an Earth Day 
cleanup from 8 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday,

April 18, with a rain date of 
April 25.

This annual event sponsored by 
the Board of Health and the Last 
Green Valley celebrates the arrival 
of Spring by removing trash from 
our roadways and waterways.

Starting at 8 a.m. volunteers may 
pick up trash bags, gloves, sanitiz-
ers, reflective vests, snacks and 
water from the Dudley Highway 
Garage at 7 Indian Road. Trash 
is to be returned to the Highway 
Garage when finished.

Teams are encouraged!
For more information, please 

contact the Board of Health at 

508-949-8012 or email building1@
dudleyma.gov

CHARLTON CELEBRATES EARTH DAY, 
APRIL 25, 2026

Charlton residents of all ages are 
invited to participate in a town-
wide road clean-up and fest in cel-
ebration of Earth Day on Saturday, 
April 25, 2026, from 8 am to 2 pm. 

Residents may sign up online 
at https://www.townofcharlton.
net/238/Earth-Day-Committee  to 
claim a road, or portion of a road 
to clean. Online registration begins 
April 1st; residents may also sign 
up in person at the event.   

Residents who commit to a road 
will receive sturdy yellow plastic 
bags, protective gloves, grabbers, 
safety vests, tick prevention kits 
and tick removal kits. These items 
will be distributed on the Town 

Common beginning at 8 am the 
day of the event. Grabber supply is 
limited; please reuse grabbers from 
previous years if you have them. 
Collected trash should be brought 
to a dumpster, donated by Casella 
Waste, located behind Town Hall. 
The Charlton DPW is available 
to pick up bags for residents who 
are unable to deliver them to the 
dumpster; residents need to notify 
the Earth Day Planning group at 
cjolicoeur64@yahoo.com of the 
exact location of these bags.

Residents are urged to use gloves 
to protect themselves from sharp 
objects and to wear bright cloth-
ing or a safety vest so drivers can 
see them easily.  Residents are 
cautioned to never open containers 
of unknown substances.  Contact 
the Police to dispose of any needles 
or syringes – do not touch or place 
them in bags with other refuse. 

While most roads in town need 
cleaning, some of the worst are the 
most traveled and therefore more 
dangerous to address.  If you are up 
for the task, but not for children, 
these roads are hot spots:  Route 

31, Brookfield Road, Route 20 traf-
fic lights, and Saundersdale Road. 

To encourage participation from 
children, Erin Anderson, fifth-
grade science teacher at Charlton 
Middle School, held a contest 
for students to design a tee shirt 
based on this year’s Earth Day 
theme: Our Power, Our Planet. 
The winning design was submitted 
by seventh-grader Riley Boland. 
Millenium Power Company has 
generously donated tee shirts with 
the winning design, available on a 
first come, first serve basis, one per 
person.   

In addition to a town-wide 
clean-up, Charlton will hold an 
Earth Fest on Saturday, April 25, 
2026, from 11 am to 2 pm. The 
event will feature live music, food 
trucks, and vendors promoting en-
vironmentally sustainable lifestyle 
choices. The Earth Day Planning 
Group invites residents to enjoy 
the festivities, while learning ways 
to help the earth, its animals, and 
plants. 

Earth Fest vendors include 
AnnieMike’s Honey, Buffumville 

Army Corps of Engineers, Charl-
ton Business Alliance, Charlton 
Conservation Commission, Charl-
ton Garden Club, Charlton Heri-
tage Preservation Trust, Charlton 
Public Library, Eric’s Aviaries, Lo-
cal 4 Life, Keep Charlton Beautiful 
Committee, The Last Green Valley, 
the Opacum Land Trust, Swamp-
dog Native Plants, and more.  

Cara Smick Photography, 
Charlton Heritage Preservation 
Trust, The Last Green Valley, and 
Millenium Power Company have 
generously agreed to sponsor the 
event.

The Wormtown Mugwumps, 
Worcester’s premier purveyors 
of jug band music, and Acoustic 
Ruckus, formerly known as Grey 
Whisker Pickers, will provide 
entertainment. The event will also 
feature food trucks 3 Kings BBQ, 
Suzy Q’s Ice Cream, and Toasted 
Roasters. 

Funding for Charlton Earth Day 
is generously provided by The Last 
Green Valley.

For more information, email 
pmhanlonwriting@gmail.com.

Boating Safety Course May 16
The United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla, 
Massachusetts will be instruct-

ing two upcoming boating safety 
classes that meet current state 
mandated educational require-
ments.

The BOAT AMERICA COURSE 
is offered in a one-day format 
developed to provide the skills and 
confidence needed to explore the 
coast and inland waters by boat.  
Basic knowledge and skills are 
needed to have safe and enjoyable 
boating experiences.  This course 
is perfect for families that have 

just purchased any type of boat 
or are planning to in the future, 
and for the boater keeping up 
with changes to boating regula-
tions and laws.  Basic marlinespike 
seamanship (knots etc.) will also 
be included.  Successful comple-
tion of the course will certify any 
minor, from 12 to 16 years of age, 
to operate a powerboat, including 
a Personal Water Craft / Jet Ski (for 
16 & 17-year-old operators), on all 
Massachusetts waters; in conjunc-
tion with the Mass. Environmental 
Police.  Approved by National As-
sociation of State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators (NASBLA) it will also 
cover the requirements to operate a 
vessel in most other states & many 
countries where boating safety 
education is mandatory including 
RI and CT.  

The Hanson-Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed into Mass. Law, 
will now requires ALL Mass. mo-
torboat operators to complete an 
approved Safe Boating Certificate 
course before April 1, 2026, for 
anyone born after 1/1/1998, and 

by April 1, 2028, for boaters born 
before 1/1/1998.  Enforcement of 
the new law will begin on Septem-
ber 1, 2026.  This course meets 
the new Mass. requirement.  Most 
boating insurance companies offer 
a discount on premiums for suc-
cessful completion of this course.  
Participants 16 years old and under 
must be accompanied, in person, 
by a registered parent/guardian.  

SPACE IS LIMITED so register 
soon:

Webster Fire Department 
Classroom, 55 Thompson Road, 
Webster 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

The registration deadline is May 
10. Contact our Public Education 
Officer Phil Kubat for registration 
or additionalinformation: email 
phil.uscgaux@verizon.net or call 
508 -478-3778.

To locate the BA meeting cer-
tification requirements, and other 
USCG Auxiliary courses offered go 
to:  https://www.cgaux.org/boat-
inged/class_finder/index.php
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V  A  P  O  R
772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097
ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

TEMPLE, TX - Robert T. Brezniak, 77, 
died on March 20, 2026 at home in Tem-
ple, TX. 
 He was predeceased by his wife, 
Sharon.
 He leaves behind children Nich-
ole Brezniak, Robert Brezniak, Jr. and 
wife Jennifer, a stepson Rusty Sutterfield; 
grandchildren Taylor Mota and spouse 

Victor, Hayden Curry, and great-granddaughter Aurora Mota.
 Born in Webster, graduate of Bartlett High School in 1966,  
Bob moved to Texas in 1988. He served in the Army Security 
Agency during Vietnam and received the Bronze Star.
   He earned a BS(T) in electrical engineering at Nichols College 
in 1984 and later completed post graduate courses for full EE 
requirements at WPI, UMass, Worcester State.
   Bob loved history, quantum mechanics, cooking and was a 
dedicated Patriots fan. 

Robert T. BrezniakDudley secures the $1.3 million 
in state funding needed to 
reopen the Mill Race Bridge
A temporary bridge to reopen 

the Brandon Road/Hill Street 
crossing over the French River 

on the Dudley and Webster town 
line has been fully funded by the 
state’s “millionaires’ tax” and FAIR 
Program funds.

Work will begin this spring.
The two-bridge crossing was 

constructed in 1937 and closed 
indefinitely in 2021 causing head-
aches for businesses and motorists 
seeking to bypass traffic congestion 
on Main Street in Webster.

In June 2021, MassDOT ordered 
the crossing closed when a dry 
bridge on the Dudley side, known 
as the Mill Race Bridge, was 
deemed unsafe.

Dudley Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda then launched what 
became years of appeals to federal 
and state legislators to secure spe-
cial funding and grants to reopen 
the roads.

Working with MassDOT and 
the town’s engineering consultant 
Tighe & Bond, a plan was devel-
oped to install a temporary “Ac-
row” modular bridge that would 
be borrowed from MassDOT 
until a permanent bridge could be 
installed.

Work ensued to demolish the 
unsafe structure and ensure the 
temporary bridge project would be 
shovel-ready, while Mr. Ruda con-
tinued to pursue funding to cover 
the $1.3 million cost.

It was announced in July 2025 
that local legislators state Sen. Ryan 
Fattman, state Rep. John Marsi and 
state Rep. Joseph D. McKenna had 
secured $600,000 from the state’s 
“millionaires’ tax” funds toward 
reopening the bridge.

At the time, Mr. Ruda said the 
town was planning to use a large 
portion of its state Chapter 90 
funds to bridge the funding gap.

“I wasn’t happy about it, but 
short of asking voters to approve 
a tax increase to pay for the rest 
of the project, we were stuck,” Mr. 
Ruda said.

In a February 27, 2026, letter 

to MassDOT, Mr. Ruda wrote, 
“Without additional assistance, the 
Town would be required to use a 
substantial portion of its Chapter 
90 roadway allocation to fund the

remaining balance. Doing 
so would significantly limit the 
Town's ability to address roadway 
maintenance, repair, and infra-
structure improvements across 
multiple locations throughout the

community. The Town therefore 
respectfully requests FAIR Pro-
gram assistance in the amount of 
$758,586 to complete the funding 
necessary to advance this project.”

MassDOT responded favorably.
In a March 16, 2026, letter 

District Highway Director Barry 
Lorion wrote, “Through the FAIR 
Program, the community will 
receive $758,586 in additional 
funding beyond the $600,000 Fair 
Share supplemental transportation 
earmark authorized in December 
2025, for a total funding commit-
ment of $1,358,586.”

“The Town appreciates the 
help from our local legislators 
and MassDOT, and I’m especially 
thankful to Representative Marsi 
for supporting Dudley’s request for 
the release of additional funding 
from the FAIR Program,” Mr. Ruda 
said.

The Funding for Acceler-
ated Infrastructure Repair (FAIR) 
program is funded by “Fair Share” 
(millionaire’s tax) revenue to repair, 
replace, and rehabilitate municipal-
owned bridges.

The proposed permanent 
solution for the overpass would 
eliminate the Mill Race Bridge by 
re-grading the area to replicate its 
primary purpose, which was flood 
control.

In a January 2023 letter, Mass-
DOT deemed the permanent 
bridge eligible for funding and 
approved the estimated cost of 
$6,235,000. At the time, it was 
reported that state and federal 
money would fund the $6.2 million 
project, but such a project would 
be years away. 

Courtesy of ther Town of Dudley
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Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

•Subs •Wraps •Wings •Salads 
•Burgers •Kid’s Menu 
•Seafood •Whole Lot More

SPRING BASEBALL
WINGS SPECIAL!!

$$5 OFF5 OFF
SuicideSuicide
SqueezeSqueeze

$$7 OFF7 OFF
Yankee Yankee 
HaterHater

$$10 OFF10 OFF
Wild Wild 
PitchPitch

$$15 OFF15 OFF
The The 

CloserCloser
(Good(Good

 thru the  thru the 
World World 

Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!

Bay Path Shortstop Gabi LaPan, coach Joe Pietrzak and center fielder Miranda Linde.
Submitted photo

SPORTS

Bay Path Softball
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTSWRITER

Originally, Ric Carrero moved 
over from Southbridge to Bay 
Path Regional Voke in 2015 to 

teach history. In addition to teach-
ing history at Southbridge High he 
was also their softball and football 
coach for the past six years. Two 
years after arriving at Bay Path he 
took over the Minuteman softball 

program where he would continue 
to coach for seven years (the pro-
gram lost one year due to Covid in 
2020). Three years ago, while still 
coaching softball he became the 
Athletic Director as well.

Prior to Carrero taking over the 
Bay Path softball team, then play-
ing in the Colonial League small 
division, the girls had only made 
the playoffs once during the team’s 
history. When Carrero came in 

he was looking to retain athletes 
as Bay Path was not only having 
trouble hanging on to kids to play 
the sport, but many didn’t fully 
care about the program and it was 
touch-and-go if they’d show up on 
any given day.

“When I was in Southbridge I 
put in a set of rules and expecta-
tions to give the program struc-
ture,” he said. “It worked there so 
when I got to Bay Path I sat the 
team down and had them sign a 
contract in terms of their pathway 
with the program. By the end of 
the year we had no seniors on the 
team, just 10 players remained (one 
junior and a bunch of freshman 
and sophomores).”

Those remaining 10 players took 
to the field and played their hearts 
out and were eventually able to win 
their first District game in 20 years. 
The girls that stuck with Carrero 
and his philosophies were serious 
about the sport and wanted to play. 
In the end everything worked out 
for the program.

During his tenure, the coach was 
able to guide the Minutemen to 3 
consecutive small school Cham-
pionships in the Colonial league 
in 2017, 18 and 19 before the 
season was canceled in 2020 due 
to Covid. The following year, with 
no real league to play in because of 
the lingering effects of the Covid 
shut-down, Bay Path was able to go 
9-5 in the shortened season. The 
Colonial League merged the small 
and large school divisions into one 
league and in 2023 and 2024 Bay 
Path took top honors capturing the 
Colonial League Championships 
under Carrero. 

Over his seven campaigns as 
head coach Carrero led the Min-
utemen to a 95-66 won/loss record 
having advanced into the tourna-
ment each year. When the MIAA 
got rid of the District Tournament 
and went with a State Tournament 
format Bay Path was able to secure 

an 18th seed in 2022 and 2023 
while in Division 4. In 2024 they 
were moved up to Division 2 where 
they were 20th (if they were still in 
Division 4 they would have been 
an 8 seed) and last year the team 
was ranked 35th.

According to Carrero 2025 was a 
reboot season having lost 8 seniors 
from the previous year. Despite 
not expecting a lot, Bay Path found 
themselves at 8-10 with two games 
left on their schedule and, after 
capturing W’s in those games, 
they were able to get into the State 
Tournament for yet another season 
to keep their streak alive. Unfor-
tunately, the young Bay Path team 
lost 3-1 to Oliver Ames in the first 
round but they were proud of be-
ing a consistent team that made it 
back into the playoffs.

Throughout his coaching career 
at Bay Path the furthest that the 

team was able to go in the post-
season was in 2019 when they 
reached the Semi-Finals of the 
District Tournament. While Bay 
Path was never able to get out of 
the first round in the State Tourna-
ment they had changed the culture 
of the program. In 2023 they were 
the runners up in the large school 
Vocational Championship game.

With the girls buying into Car-
rero’s philosophies they were able 
to make that culture change and 
put the softball program in a better 
place. 

“At first, I was told that it was 
going to be a struggle; softball was 
not all that important in the school. 
The 10 kids that finished that year 
showed that it could work and we 
could win and be competitive with 
rules. What we were able to build 
here I am super proud of and going 
forward the girls are very serious 
about the program,” he said.

The coach continues to express 
his gratitude for having been given 
the opportunity by Bay Path and 
how proud he was to coach the 
girls over the last seven seasons. 
In the beginning it wasn’t the case 
that the girls were all that proud to 
put on the Bay Path uniform, but 
things changed under Carrero. 

Now after seven years at the 
helm Carrero is stepping down as 
the coach but wouldn’t do so until 
he found someone with the same 
values that he held – enter Joe Pi-
etrzak. The new softball coach has 
been involved in coaching a multi-

SPORTS
continued on page 9 



April 10, 2026  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   9

Think Summer! Warm weather. Beaches. 
Golfing. Hiking. Outdoor dining. Are you looking forward to it as much as we are?
Then Promote your Business and Events with our Annual Summer Guide – 

jam-packed with things to do this summer. Just add warm weather!

RESERVATIONRESERVATION
DEADLINE DEADLINE isis MAY 6 MAY 6thth! ! 

Contact
Kate Carr at

508-304-3019
or by email at 

katecarr@localtownpages.com
TO BOOK YOUR SPACE TODAY!

REACH MORE THAN 77,000REACH MORE THAN 77,000
HOMES & BUSINESSESHOMES & BUSINESSES

this June with our Annual Summer Guide!
  DIRECT MAILED TO:  DIRECT MAILED TO:

  • • Auburn •• Charlton •• Douglas •• Dudley
   • • Grafton • • Holden • • Millbury • • Northbridge

  •   • Oxford • • Paxton • • Rutland • • Sutton
  •   • Uxbridge • • Webster

Summer Guide!Summer Guide!Summer Guide!

NOW INC
LUDING

 Holden, Paxton 

& Rutland!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” 4K HDTV Television ...$249.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED
PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

AWARD:
APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!
E-BIKES IN STOCK!

DELUXE
AIR FRY

GAS RANGE
Reg. $699.99

$749.99

SPRING BIKE TUNE-UP: $49.99!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

SALE!

PRE-SEASON

A/C
SAVINGS!

tude of sports for the past 30 plus 
years. For the past 11 seasons he 
has been coaching boys’ basketball 
for Oxford and since 2021 he has 
been the assistant varsity softball 
coach as well as the coach of the 
junior varsity team at Shepherd 
Hill.

Pietrzak was looking to get back 
into a head coaching role on the 
softball field when the Bay Path 
opportunity opened. 

“I was looking for a challenge 
and wanted to become a varsity 
softball coach,” the new coach said, 
“Here at Bay Path I am looking to 
build upon the program that Ric 
put together over the last decade 
and keep softball successful here.”

Although still early in his new 
position Pietrzak has seen that 
the team has a good mix of senior 
leadership with some talented un-
derclassmen. Senior captains Gabi 
LaPan, the team’s shortstop, and 
Miranda Linde, the centerfielder, 
will be heavily relied upon by the 
incoming coach.

“I am looking for their leader-
ship on and of the field more now 
as I transition into my new role 
as head coach,” he said. “Both 
captains have shown to be good 
softball players, and I am hoping 
that they can give our lineup some 
pop. They’ve got the tools and are 

disciplined at the plate.”
Pietrzak continued to note that 

Linde is one of the best center-
fielders around and LaPan has the 
range to be a lock down shortstop. 
In addition, both girls also have 
strong arms at their positions.

In addition to the captains, the 
new coach is watching freshman 
pitcher Serina Lynch, hoping that 
the young hurler can compete for a 
chance to get into the circle for the 
Minutemen this season. Competi-
tiveness is something that has been 
truly intriguing to the coach thus 
far. 

“It’s rather indicative of all the 
competitions that we have within 
the program,” he said. “Our depth 
is good and that allows the girls to 
push one another for jobs making 
everyone better.”

Coming into his first campaign 
with Bay Path Pietrzak is very 
excited about not only building 
upon Carrero’s success but being 
able to take it to the next level. 
With that said, it may not be as 
easy as it seems. The MIAA moved 
things around this year, and Bay 
Path will be playing in the CMAC 
B this spring amongst some quality 
teams.

Despite the toughness of the 
upcoming season Pietrzak is hoping 
that his girls can compete for the 
league championship, while also 
qualifying for the MIAA playoffs as 
well as getting a chance to play for 
the State Vocational Championship.

SPORTS
continued from page 8
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

NOW OFFERING HOUSE CALLS
Webster Lake Veterinary Hospital delivers high-quality veterinary 
    care with a warm, family-like touch. As a privately owned, 
         well-established small animal hospital, we focus 
              on preventative medicine, client education, 
                    and personalized treatment plans for 
                          every stage of your pet’s life.

SERVICES:
 Wellness Care and Immunizations
 Dental Care
 Surgery
 Radiology / Ultrasound
 Hospice & Euthanasia

Mention this ad and new clients will receive $10 off

Luke Does His Job

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

I don’t like to leave Luke alone 
for more than three hours, let 
alone for almost a week. But 

vacations are a part of life. I needed 
some Florida sunshine. I’d like to 
say Luke understood - that he was 
happy for me, supportive even. But 
I’m a terrible liar.

The truth is, Luke did not under-
stand.

Why would anyone walk out on 
a loved one?

“My Mom doesn’t love me 
anymore.” He sniffed the evi-
dence - the overstuffed bag that 
meant Mom’s annual mission to 
avoid checking-in luggage. Then 
he turned and escaped to his bed, 
curling into a tight ball until his tail 
covered his mouth.

“I love you, Luke! Mummy’s 
going for a ride. I’ll be back in a 
few days. You’re going to stay with 
Daddy.” I cupped his bear cub face 
in my hands and kissed his nose.

The whisker above his right 
eye lifted when I spoke his 
language: Stay with Daddy. He 
considered the phrase, one with 
multiple meanings—fun walks, 
snuggle time, shared silence during 
workdays, frisbee, and yard work. 
Daddy is a good person.

The problem was -
He sighed long.
Daddy isn’t Mommy.

My early morning flight didn’t 
help sanctify our lukewarm 
separation. I followed the airplane 
alphabet to a row of seats that 
resembled a toddler’s booster chair 
and popped open the overhead 
bin. No room for another bag. 
Worse, even my small one barely fit 
beneath the seat.

A watchful flight attendant 

noticed. “Please be sure your bag is 
tucked fully underneath the seat,” 
she said.

Easier said than done. My belted 
midsection - seatbelt light on - 
couldn’t bend enough to manage 
the bag. Under her eye, I wrestled 
with a stubborn metal bar until, 
finally, I shoved it into place. The 
stares of my cabin neighbors - an 
elderly couple far more organized 
than I was - beat down on me like a 
noon day sun.

“Hi there,” I tried. “I’m Amy.”
The wife adjusted her mask to 

blow her nose into a wad of tissues, 
then folded it neatly for reuse. Her 
husband gazed out the window. I 
leaned back and closed my eyes.

Luke filled my thoughts.
“Hey Mom! Sit next to me! 

What’s in that bag? Did you bring 
any frisbees? No problem - I’ll give 
you my paw in case you’re nervous 
about flying. Anxiety? Who am I to 
talk? I can’t even handle the vibra-
tion of my groomer’s nail buffer.”

His imagined voice was bright, 
reassuring.

Which was ironic, considering 
he trembles at the hum of a nail 
buffer at the groomers. His back 
legs shake, his eyes widen - ev-
ery unfamiliar sensation a small 
betrayal. There is no version of this 
world where I could place him in 
a crate beneath a plane and call it 
care.

I’ve been told there’s an easy 
workaround. “Just get him a 
service vest—you can bring him 
anywhere.”

But I’m a terrible liar.
Luke isn’t a service dog.
And yet - 
“You have the best dog!” says the 

delivery driver, pausing for a game 
of frisbee.

“Can they pet him?” asks a tired 
mother, grateful for a moment’s 
stillness while her children reach 
for his soft ears.

“Can I give him a command?” 
a teenager asks, lingering a little 
longer than necessary.

“Do you want to talk about it?” 
he seems to say without words, 
again and again, to the people who 
need it most.

Luke does not perform tasks on 
command. He doesn’t wear a vest 
or carry credentials.

But he serves.
In presence. In patience. In the 

steady offering of himself.
A few rows ahead, the flight 

attendant demonstrates the 
oxygen mask - how to secure it 
over your face, how to help others 
once you’ve helped yourself. Her 
gestures are practiced, efficient, 
necessary.

She is doing her job.

By the time I return home, the 
trip has blurred into sun and salt 
and easy conversation. The door 
opens. My bag drops. His name 
leaves my mouth before I see him.

“Luke!”
The sound comes first - his nails 

striking the floor in a rapid, uneven 
rhythm - then his whole body, wig-
gling, folding, spilling toward me. 
He whimpers, yelps, sings some-
thing that resembles a trumpet 
played just slightly out of tune.

I sink to the floor, and he crowds 
into me, insistent, certain. The bags 
are forgotten, reduced to objects to 
sniff, proof that I left and - more 
importantly - returned.

His joy is immediate. Physical. 
Unfiltered.

There is no hesitation in it. No 
withholding.

Only presence.
Luke doesn’t question where 

I’ve been. He doesn’t measure time 
in days or distance in miles. He 
knows only this: I am here.

And he is exactly where he 
needs to be.

Doing his job.

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG livingwithluke-
valentino
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, Fiskdale, Holland,
 Leicester, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Spencer,

 Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

The Best Week To List Your House Is Just Around the Corner
While the Spring season 

consistently offers up some 
of the best conditions for 

home sellers, there’s one window 
where the stars really seem to align 
year after year and it’s coming 
up fast. Based on an analysis of 

historical 
trends, 
the ideal 
week to 
put your 
house 
on the 
market 
this year 
is April 
12–18. 
Here’s 
why this 
window 

stands out as being particularly 
seller-friendly:

Buyers are more active. Accord-
ing to the research coming out of 

Realtor.com, homes listed during 
this week typically get about 16.7 
percent more views than in a nor-
mal week and in a market where 
buyers have options, getting that 
extra attention can set the tone for 
your entire sale.

Sales happen faster. The added 
demand from buyers sets you up 
for a faster process. While homes 
have been taking longer to sell 
lately, homes up for sale this week 
were on the market for 17 percent 
less time than usual and that’s a dif-
ference you’ll be able to feel.

A better price for your house. 
Since the number of homes for sale 
has grown, it’s normal for buyers 
to ask for credits, repairs, and price 
adjustments today. But, during this 
early Spring window, about 18.9 
percent fewer homes do a price cut. 
That gives you a better chance of 
getting your full asking price.

More profit in your pocket. Ac-

cording to the study, well-prepped 
homes listed this week can com-
mand a price that’s about $5,300 
more than the average week and 
$26,000 more than homes at the 
start of the year. What seller doesn’t 
want more eyes on their house, get-
ting an offer in hand sooner (rather 
than later), and their best shot at 
selling for top dollar?

What you need to do to get 
ready? If you’re already thinking 
about selling and you want to take 
advantage of this sweet spot, your 
next step is shockingly simple. Just 
talk to a member of The Marzeotti 
Group or your trusted real estate 
professional. Our expertise on 
your area is going to be key over 
the next few weeks because these 
trends are going to vary by state, 
city, and even neighborhood. We 
will use that insider knowledge 
to help you figure out what you 
need to do now to get your house 

ready. Including: What you’ll want 
to spruce up before listing, how to 
prioritize any repairs (and contrac-
tors that can help), quick wins 
that’ll have a big impact.

What buyers care most about 
today: For some sellers, that’s a few 
easy fixes they can knock out in the 
next couple of weeks. A fresh coat 
of paint, some new mulch, or some 
light Spring cleaning. For others, 
it’s worth taking another month or 
so to make some minor updates 
before listing and that’s okay. Be-
cause while this mid-April window 
may give sellers an advantage, it’s 
not your only opportunity to sell. 
Other experts say a great time to 

list is in May too and that means 
the golden window for sellers isn’t 
closing after this one week. 

Getting your house on the 
market in mid-April may give you 
an extra edge, but the bigger op-
portunity is the Spring season as a 
whole. The real question is: Do you 
know what you need to do before 
you can list, because it’s officially 
go-time for any seller planning 
a Spring move. If you want your 
house to hit the market this week 
(or even this season), talk to a 
member of The Marzeotti Group 
today to about what it’ll take to get 
it ready.

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Dudley residents enrolled in the town’s 
energy aggregate realize savings over a 
cold and energy demanding winter 

The Dudley Commu-
nity Choice Power 
Supply Program 

currently provides com-
petitive power supply 
to approximately 2,800 
consumers in the Town 
of Dudley. The aggrega-
tion report for the fourth 
quarter of 2025 shows 
those consumers saved a 
combined $153,314 com-
pared to NGRID’s Basic 
Service rates. “With over 
$150,000 in savings in just 
one quarter, this program 
is delivering real results 
for Dudley residents,” 
Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda said. “The 
Board of Selectmen and 
I are pleased to offer an 
option that helps our com-
munity—especially seniors 
and families—manage 
rising and unpredict-
able energy costs.” The town’s first 
electricity aggregation program 
was developed by Town Admin-
istrator Jonathan Ruda to reduce 
energy costs for Dudley residents. 
Mr. Ruda worked with a municipal 
aggregation consultant, Colonial 
Power Group, Inc., and the state 
Department of Energy Resources 
to develop a public aggregation 
in compliance with state law. The 
plan represents Dudley residents in 

competitive markets to ne-
gotiate electricity rates. In 
doing so, it brings together 
the buying power of more 
than 11,900 consumers 
to reduce energy costs for 
residents. It further enables 
the town to take greater 
control of its energy op-
tions, including the ability 
to pursue price stability, 
savings opportunities 
and increased renewable 
energy procurement. The 
18-month contract with 
First Point Power, which 
began in April 2025, offers 
three products with vary-
ing amounts of renewable 
energy content.  More 
information about the pro-
gram is available at https://
colonialpowergroup.com/
dudley/ 
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR 
continued on page 13 

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889

ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 
for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-KNIGHTEDU-KNIGHTED

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable

Molding or 3-D Printing a Replacement Part
Q. My son just picked up his 

new leased 2026 Honda 
CR-V Sport and while 

parked someone hit the driver side 
rearview mirror enough to just 
knock off a small two-inch chunk 
off the edge. I checked to see if I 
could get a replacement part, but 
it would require taking the mirror 
off the door. This looks like an 
expensive job at the dealer and too 

difficult for a DIY-er. Will leaving 
the “wound” open mess up the 
electronics in the mirror? Can I 
make my own mold of the missing 
piece and epoxy on my home-
made replacement and paint it? Or 
should I just ignore the “wound” 
and forget about it?

A. Concerning the electron-
ics in the mirror, they 
are quite robust and the 

weather will not affect the opera-
tion. Could you mold or 3-D print 
a replacement part and epoxy it in 
place, it is certainly possible. You 
can buy color matching factory 
paint through automotivetouchup.
com. Also, something to think 
about, with a lease you are going 
to be responsible for damage that 
is not considered normal wear and 
tear. Here is my story, my last new 

car was damaged in a parking lot 
when it had about 1000 miles on 
it. The damage was about $1000, 
and since the car was new, I had it 
repaired, it just felt like it was the 
right thing to do with a new car. If 
it were older I would have probably 
made some DIY repair and moved 
on.

Q. I have two Toyota vehicles, 
a 2015 Toyota Tacoma and 
a 2020 Prius Prime. When 

I use iPhone Maps in the Tacoma, 
both visual and audio work fine. 
Audio comes through the phone. 
When I do the same thing in the 
Prius, the audio portion does not 
work. Any ideas, as all settings are 
there same as far as I can tell.

A. Once you have determined 
that the IOS of the phone 
is up to date as well as any 

software for cars, the next step is 
seeing if the audio source is set 
wrong. Select CarPlay, USB and 
Bluetooth. Some Toyota products 
have separate volume levels for 
radio and phone audio one could 
be set to mute. Depending on how 
you connect the phone, sometimes 
Bluetooth and USB conflict with 
each other. Then sometimes it is 
just a matter of one technology not 
being compatible with another. 

Q. I recently experienced my 
car cutting off while driv-
ing, I was able to restart 

my car and drive for about four 
miles then I noticed my engine was 
overheating. I checked fluid and 
was normal; oil was normal even 
though I was told I had a slow en-

gine gasket oil leak. What could be 
the problem? 

A. If the 
engine 
was 

overheating 
before you 
noticed the 
gauge warning, 
that certainly 
could have 
caused the 
engine to stall. 
The overheating could be caused 
by a faulty thermostat, cooling fan, 
clogged radiator, or a cylinder head 
gasket. A good shop should be able 
to check these items and determine 
if there is permanent damage to 
the engine. 

Q. I am reaching out about an 
issue with my 2019 Honda 
Pilot. We got a new battery 

and then a couple of days later took 
it in for state inspection. It did not 
pass emissions test because it was 
“not ready.”  The mechanic said this 
happens with new batteries and 
suggested driving it for a few days. 
For the past two to three weeks, we 
have been driving it a lot (over 500 
miles) and doing the cycle resets 
suggested online. Still coming 
up “not ready” when tested with 
at home with OBD scanner. Is it 
weather-related or something else? 

A. All cars have emissions 
monitors that need to run 
to pass mandated emis-
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

EJB-8652F-A-E-AD  AECSPAD 28320421

As your needs evolve throughout your life, we’ll strive to 
provide the products, solutions and experiences to help you 
achieve what’s important to you.

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy 
tailored to your specific needs.

Build the future of your dreams with us. 

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Open for the Open for the 
seasonseason

Home for your planting Home for your planting 
needs since 1995!needs since 1995!

•Fruit Trees •Flowering and Shade Trees•Fruit Trees •Flowering and Shade Trees
•Blueberries, Raspberries, Blackberries•Blueberries, Raspberries, Blackberries

•Flowering Shrubs & Evergreens•Flowering Shrubs & Evergreens

      Sprucedale Gardens      Sprucedale Gardens
        “Let Us Help You Bring Your Ideas to Life"

20 East Quasset Road, Woodstock, CT • 860-974-0045 • sprucedalegardens.com 
 Open Tuesday - Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-5

•Ground Covers •Native Plants•Ground Covers •Native Plants
•Pansies •Screening Plants •Pansies •Screening Plants 

•Perennial Flowers•Perennial Flowers
•Bagged Soils & Mulches•Bagged Soils & Mulches

•Plant Health Products•Plant Health Products
•Garden Ornaments•Garden Ornaments

sions inspection. In all the states 
I am familiar with you can have 
one monitor “not ready.” The most 
common is the EVAP monitor. 
This system only self-tests when 
the fuel tank is between one 
quarter and three quarters full. 
Weather can also affect this test. If 
you are just checking the car with 
a code reader, it may be coming up 
not ready due to one monitor not 
being ready. Also, your comment 
about cycle resets, if you are clear-
ing codes each time you check the 
car, you are starting the process all 
over again. 

Q. I think I have a small head 
gasket leak on my 2005 
Toyota Corolla. The engine 

is losing about one quart of cool-
ant every six or seven weeks. I, 
have never had a head gasket leak 
before, but then I have never kept 
a car for over 20 years. If I put a 

low-pressure radiator cap on will 
that reduce the leak? I would like 
to get another year or two out of 
the car without spending a fortune 
on repairs. 

A. If the leak were a water 
pump or radiator, the 
low-pressure cap would 

limit system pressure and hide 
a leak. If it is a head gasket the 
pressure is coming from combus-
tion gases and the coolant is being 
ingested during combustion. The 
first thing I would do is a pressure 
test of the cooling system, if there 
are no visible leaks, then check 
for a head gasket leak. There are 
“block-check” kits that you can buy 
or even rent that measure combus-
tion gases in the cooling system. If 
it is determined there is an internal 
leak you could try Blue Devil or 
K-Seal head gasket sealer. I have 
had decent luck with both. These 
chemicals are simple to use, just 
pour the chemical in and let the 
engine idle for about an hour and 
hope for the best. 

Risks threatening Gen Z's retirement – and how to tackle them

While older generations 
worry about having 
enough money for retire-

ment, many Gen Z workers aren’t 
even starting to save. Research in 
2025 by Edward Jones and Morn-
ing Consult shows that nearly 
half haven’t begun setting money 

aside for 
their golden 
years, and 
only 22% are 
contributing 
to a work-
place retire-
ment plan.

The culprit 
is a perfect 
storm of 
financial 

pressures that can make saving 
for the future feel impossible.

One of the biggest challenges 
this generation faces is debt. 
High-interest credit card balances 
and persistent student loan pay-
ments leave many feeling they’re 
just trying to stay afloat, rather 
than planning decades ahead.

The cost of living doesn’t help 
either. Nearly 60% of Gen Z 
renters are considered “rent-bur-
dened,” spending more than 30% 
of their pre-tax income on rent, 
according to a StreetEasy analysis 
of U.S. Census Bureau data. Ris-
ing prices driven by inflation and 
tariffs squeeze budgets further, 
moving retirement savings down 
the priority list.

The nature of work has also 
changed. Gen Z is more likely 
than previous generations to hold 
gig jobs, contract positions or 
other flexible work arrangements 
that often don’t include employer 
retirement plans, according to 
Pew Research. Even when plans 
are available, only 22% par-
ticipate. Feeling overwhelmed by 
jargon, confused by investment 
choices or focusing only on to-
day’s experiences and technology 
can all delay participation. These 
early gaps may lead to catch-up 
needs later in life.

Unfortunately, Gen Z has little 
faith in the retirement safety net. 
Only about a third of Gen Z-ers 
say they believe Social Security 
will still exist when they retire, 
according to the latest informa-
tion from the CATO Institute.

Fortunately, there are steps 
Gen Z can take now to get their 
retirement savings off to a good 
start:

• Start small: Even a few dol-
lars per paycheck builds a savings 
habit and gets compounding 
interest working in their favor. 
Early momentum matters more 
than starting big.

• Let compounding do its 
work: Small, consistent contribu-
tions can grow dramatically over 
time, especially when they have 
decades to accumulate.

• Use a workplace retirement 
account: For anyone with access 

to a plan, enroll and contribute at 
least enough to receive any em-
ployer match. It’s one of the few 
forms of “free money” available.

• Open an IRA: If no plan 
is available through work, take 
charge by opening an individual 
retirement account (IRA).

• Simplify investing: If the 
choices feel confusing, consider 
options such as a target date 
fund, which reduces complex-
ity and helps keep you properly 
invested without needing expert 
advice.

• Use found money: Direct tax 
refunds, bonuses or gig income 
into retirement savings to boost 
progress without straining the 
monthly budget.

• Automate contributions: 
Automatic transfers make saving 
effortless. Review this annually 
and increase contributions as 
income grows.

• Build confidence: If invest-
ing feels overwhelming, look 
for quick financial education 
resources from an employer, plan 
provider or reputable nonprofit 
organization. Even a little knowl-
edge can make decisions easier.

 
The path to retirement doesn’t 

require perfection — just progress. 
Building consistency early helps 
create choices, security and finan-
cial breathing room later in life.

 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 

01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Happenings!

For reservations, event tickets, and more information, visit www.samuelslaters.com. 
RESTAURANT HOURS: Wed-Fri, 4PM-9PM | Sat, 12PM-9PM | Sun, 10AM-3PM

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

FIDDLE FIRE: A CHARLIE DANIELS TRIBUTE BAND • May 22
PAPER IN FIRE: JOHN MELLENCAMP ANTHOLOGY • May 23  |  AQUANETT • May 24

COMEDY NIGHT WITH KEVIN FLYNN & GUESTS • May 30

WEEKLY SPECIALS

APRIL 10 APRIL 11 APRIL 17

APRIL 18 APRIL 25 MAY 16

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

 NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
• Shouts of “Bingo!” followed by laughter 
and groans will be heard at the 50’s Rock 
‘n’ Roll Bingo Party, Saturday, April 11, 
sponsored by the Uxbridge Lions Club. The 
fundraiser benefiting the club’s local and 
other Lions’ charities will be held at the 
Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin
Street, Uxbridge. Doors will open at 1:00 
pm with Bingo starting at 2:00 pm.
Grooving to the Oldies and sporting 
50’s themed outfits, the Lions members 
encourage participants to play along and 
play dress up as well. Bingo Cards with 
ten games will be sold for $20 each with a 
coverall for $5.00. Additional cards will cost 
$10. In addition to cash prizes for Bingo 
winners, refreshments will be available to 
purchase with a cash bar on site. So slick 
back your hair, pull up that ponytail, or 
bust out those bobby sox, and spend an 

afternoon with the Lions at the Progressive 
Club and rock on! For more information,
contact Diane at 508-450-2451.
The Uxbridge Lions provide scholarships, 
donations to various local sports teams 
and organizations, and perform projects to 
benefit the community and individuals. The 
club meets every third Wednesday of the
month at 6:15 pm at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center.

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
• “Shay’s Rebellion and the Meaning of 
Time in the Early Republic” Willard House 
& Clock Museum is pleased to announce 
an upcoming lecture by noted historian 
and curator Tom Kelleher exploring the 
causes and consequences of Shays’ Rebel-
lion and its profound connection to the 
legacy of the American Revolution. Tom 
Kelleher is currently Historian, and Cura-
tor of Mechanical Arts at Old Sturbridge 
Village. The historic lecture will take from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Willard House & 
Clock Museum, 11 Willard Street, North 
Grafton. The event is expected to fill 
up quickly so register at willardhouse.
org/events/calendar/2026/4/16/shays-
rebellion-tom-kelleher

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
• Join the Friends of the Auburn Public 
Library at a Fundraiser to support the 
library titled "Herbs and the Art of 
Healing in the Middle Ages" presented 
by Professor Giovanni Spani, Professor 
of Italian and Medieval Studies in the 
Department of World Languages, Litera-

tures and Cultures at the College of the 
Holy Cross. This presentation examines 
medieval healing techniques for the cure 
of multiple diseases. 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
at The Pakachoag Center, 203 Pakachoag 
St., Auburn, MA. Doors open at 6 pm and 
admission is $20 (Cash, Check, PayPal). 
Seating is limited so Pre-registration is 
required by emailing friendsofauburnpli-
brary@gmail.com
• Grafton’s Community Harvest Project 
major plant sale Plantapalooza returns, 
with your every purchase contributing to 
providing fresh food for families across 
Central Mass. From vibrant flowers to 
berry bushes and heirloom vegetables, 
this year’s selection has something for 
every garden. Early Access for Monthly 
Growers begins at 8 a.m. on Friday, April 
17. Sales to the public opne online at 
8 a.m. Friday, April 24. Access via the 
email newsletter or wait for the link will 
show up that day on our website. Online 
store closes May 4 at 12 p.m. Pick-up and 
inperson sales are May 9 from 2-6 p.m. 
at Grafton Farm, 37 Wheeler Road. Last 
chance to shop in-person is May 9 from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Mulch from Angel Hair 
Alpacas available for sale.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
• St. Peter’s Parish, Northbridge is holding 
a baked haddock dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall. Bring your family and friends 
and meet new friends. Tickets are $17 per 
meal and include salad and dessert. To-go 
meals will be available for pick-up at 5 
p.m. All orders must be placed in advance 

by Tuesday, April 14. Call 508-234-2156 
or email the parish office: parish office@
stpeterrochdale.org for tickets.
• The Uxbridge Congregational Church will 
host a Home Baked Ham & Bean Supper at 5 
p.m. in the Community House, 8 Court Street, 
Uxbridge, located behind the Uxbridge 
Common. Menu includes baked ham, home 
made baked beans, potato salad, coleslaw, 
brown bread, beverages & dessert. Donation 
of $15 per adult, children under 6 are free. 
Raffles will also be available. For reservations 
call 508-244-7849 or 818-430-3731. Limited 
tickets will be sold at the door. Come enjoy 
great food and fellowship.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
• The museum of the Millbury Historical 
Society in the Asa Waters Mansion will be 
open from 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Some of 
the museum’s holdings are: 100 years of 
Aftermath year books; photos of churches, 
schools, downtown and sports. Also, scrap-
books, research books, and the histories of 
Millbury and Sutton going back to colonial 
times. President Taft photo memorabilia, 
military uniforms, guns and flags.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
• The 11th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day 
at River Ben Farm, 287 Oak Street, Uxbridge 
will be held from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. with a 
rain date on Sunday. Fishing will take place 
until 1 p.m. with awards at 1:30 p.m. There 
will be activities for the whole family with 
food and ice cream available for purchase. 
All ages and ability levels are welcome. 
Fishing poles, bail and instruction will be 
available with pre-registration and par-
ticipants are welcome to bring their own. 
Pre-registration will open on April 15 at 
openskycs.org/fishingday2026. This is a free 
event, but pre-registration iHosted by Open 
Sky Community Services and Blackstone 
River Watershed Association. 
• Calling all Gardeners, Growers & Farmers 
to the 5th Annual Dudley Grows Together 
Plant Hop The Dudley Agricultural Advisory 
Commission is excited to announce the 5th 

Annual Dudley Grows Together Plant Hop, 
taking place on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM — rain or shine. 
The Plant Hop is a community event that 
gives local Dudley farmers and garden-
ers the opportunity to sell vegetable and 
flower seedlings directly from their homes 
or growing locations throughout Dudley.  A 
map of participating locations will be cre-
ated and distributed by the Commission so 
visitors from Dudley and surrounding com-
munities can easily travel from stop to stop 
to shop for locally grown plants. New this 
year, the Agricultural Advisory Commission 
seeks Dudley residents who are interested 
in participating as plant sellers. Gardeners 
are welcome to sell vegetable or flower 
seedlings and plants (please note cannabis 
and hemp plants are not permitted). Resi-
dents who would like to participate should 
sign up by emailing ameradaholsteins@
charter.net or LLorkiewicz@dudleyma.gov 
so their location can be included on the 
official event map. The deadline to sign up 
as a seller is Monday, April 20, 2026.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
• Dudley's Town-wide Yard Sale! What 
better time for a yard sale than the end of 
spring-cleaning season?  Office: 508-949-
8030 Mobile: 508-847-2206 The Dudley 
Recreation Commission has set its annual 
town-wide yard sale for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
June 20, with a rain date of June 27. 
Residents are invited to set up and sell 
at their home or at the Dudley Town Hall 
where free 10x10-foot spaces are available 
in the parking lot on a first-come, first 
served basis. A site map, prepared by the 
Recreation Commission, will guide bargain 
hunters to the sale locations. Participants 
are encouraged to register for free by June 
6 to be included in a map. The maps will be 
available for a $3 donation at the Dudley 
Town Hall from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. To register, 
email recreation@dudleyma.gov with your 
name, address, phone and description of 
the items for sale, or stop by the Recreation 
Office at Town hall.

GET NOTICED!
Contact Kate! 508-304-3019 or katecarr@localtownpages.com 
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Open for Breakfast & Lunch
 7 days a week

Sun. & Mon. 7am-2pm, Tues. to Thurs. 7am-8pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm
Phone: (508) 832-2701      

For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142
or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pmFeaturing...
$10 

cover 
charge 
for all 
bands

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 

April 10 - The Ed Sullivans
April 17 - Uncle Dean Band
April 24 - Fender Road

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Car shows will start back on June 9th

Worcester Area’s Largest and 
Oldest Window & Siding Dealer

30 Auburn St., 30 Auburn St., 
Auburn, MA 01501Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5981508-832-5981

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

Check us out on the web: www.capitolsiding.com

Capitol Siding Company has been in business for 
over 75 years with over 23,000 satisfied customers. 

Our customers can expect consistent product 
quality and skillful performance from our sales 

staff and trained professional installers.  
We deliver service and value.

Honest Sales, Honest Sales, 
SuperiorSuperior

 Workmanship  Workmanship 
and Service.and Service.

Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters • Doors
Replacement Windows • Roofing

Offer Lifetime warranty on our siding, 
window and roofing products.

CA
PITOL SIDING75th

ANNIVERSARY
1951-2026

The Legend Of Laura Sherman
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

     

New England is full of incred-
ible legends and stories 
that add to the magic of the 

region. There is one certain legend 
that resides near the Tri-State bor-
der of Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island.

At the crossroads of Wakefield 
and Croff in Burrillville, Rhode 
Island, one will find the remains 
of a small burial lot. If it were not 
for the sign that marks it as Rhode 
Island Historical Cemetery #1, visi-
tors may never know it is actually 
the Sherman family burial lot. 

Raised up from the road by 
a stone wall, the unmarked plot 
holds the remains of five members 
of the Sherman family and what 
looks like the remains of a cellar 
hole where perhaps their cabin 

once graced, or the last remnants 
of a family mausoleum. Buried in 
this lot are Caroline Sherman, born 
1837- death unknown, Clark Sher-
man, born 1831- death unknown, 
Ellen Sherman, birth and death 
dates unknown, Laura Marsh Sher-
man, born September 24, 1803- 
died 1870, and Squire Crandell 
Sherman, born July 1828 and died 
April 21, 1879.

The only trace of gravestones is 
the base of Laura Sherman’s monu-
ment. The others have nothing 
left but mounds rising from the 
earth to show of their being buried 
there. Legends states the rest of the 
stones were stolen to perform some 
sort of rituals. More than likely, 
they were field stone markers long 
sunken into the earth or stones that 
were carried away for some other 
re-purposing. This would seem 

easy to do as the lot is located in 
an isolated area along the woods of 
Buck Hill.

The lack of death dates on re-
cord would indicate that the Clark 
family buried their own and never 
bothered to record exact dates of 
death with the town. Some claim 
that Caroline and Ellen may have 
been the wives of Clark Sherman, 
but it is the grave of Laura Sher-
man, the oldest of them all, that is 
of interest in this narrative. Laura 
may have been the matriarch of 
the family, who even in death, still 
watches over her loved ones.

It has been passed down from 
generation to generation that Laura 
haunts the lot. If you visit on a full 
moon and dance around her grave 
thirteen times, she will appear and 
answer your questions. It is a local 
legend that has been attempted 

many times. Some have fled in fear 
as Laura Sherman materialized out 
of a wisp of smoke, keeping her 
part of the bargain for their toil, 
while others swore the whole story 
is nothing more than an urban leg-
end created by the local boy scout 
camp at Buck Hill.

There are other stories of people 
who swore Laura Sherman watches 
over the graveyard. Many of the 
Burrillville residents say that 
they have been startled, or even 
frightened by what they believe 
is the ghost of Laura standing at 
the edge of the plot looking at the 
road as they drove by. When they 
would look back, the ghost would 
be gone.

One account relates to a small 
group of high school students who 

decided to call forth the spirit of 
Laura. One of the girls circled the 
grave thirteen times while the 
small throng waited anxiously for 
the ghost to appear. After a while, 
they felt deceived by the spirit and 
left the lot. While driving away, the 
people in the other car noticed an 
old woman sitting in the back seat 
of the car driven by the girl who 
tried to summon Laura from her 
eternal rest.

If you decide to visit the 
cemetery, it is advised to do so 
for historical purposes only and 
be thoughtful and courteous to 
both the living and the dead. The 
neighboring houses keep watch for 
vandalism or unruly behavior.

Dudley Senior Center 
events for April

 Office: 508-949-8030 
Mobile: 508-847-2206 

April 16 at noon: Memory Café 
with Franny Mik to entertain us 
with all our favorite oldies. We will 
be serving baked ziti, meatballs, 
salad and dessert.  Please RSVP by 
calling 508-949-8015 or sign up in 
the Dudley Senior Center. The cost 
for this event is $5 per person.  

April 22 at noon: Potluck Lunch 
serving chicken, mashed potato, 
stuffing, butternut squash, cran-
berry, and dessert.  Please RSVP by 
calling 508-949-8015 or sign up in 
the Dudley Senior Center. Cost for 
this event is $5 per person.  Due to 

the rising food costs for the Brown 
Bag Lunch, Memory Café and 
Potluck, you must sign up and give 
24-hour notice if you are unable to 
make it.  No shows will be charged 
$5. Seating is limited to 45 people.  

Monthly Activities at Dudley 
Senior Center:   

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. – Pitch 
League 

Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. – The 
Dudley Senior Center Knitters 

Tri Valley lunches served Mon-
days and Thursdays   

Ask about Book Club! 
 The Dudley Senior Center is 

closed Monday April 20, 2026, for 
Patriots Day.

Nature Photography at Booklovers'
"Still", a series of na-

ture photographs 
by Janel McDon-

ald, will be on display and 
for sale throughout April 
in the cafe gallery at Book-
lovers' Gourmet, 72 East 
Main Street, Webster, MA. 
A meet and greet with the 
artist will take place on 
Saturday, April 11th from 
2-4 p.m. The public is 
invited to attend. The show 
may also be viewed during 
normal business hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5, 
Wednesday 10-6. For more 
information, call 508-949-6232.

Artist's Statement: "This exhibit 
is an invitation to pause, to observe 
and to remember that photo-

graphs are a glimpse into an entire 
ever-changing landscape. These 
captured moments, frozen in time, 
tell a story, evoke a feeling, memo-

rialize a memory.
As I raise my camera to 

capture these still moments, 
the photograph becomes a 
fraction of the world around 
me. My canoe will glide past 
the subject. I'll continue my 
walk down a garden path or 
my hike in the woods, leaving 
the stillness to continue or 
disappear from sight. 

Enjoy these photographs 
and the luminous detail that 
emerges on the surfaces. And 
enjoy the concept of fleeting 
moments and the feelings 
they evoke instead of skip-

ping to the end. It's about taking 
the time to stop and smell the roses 
along the way!"

Janet McDonald Great Blue Heron 2026
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Are you 
Road Trip Ready?

AND AUTO REPAIR

GLOBETRANSMISSIONMA.COM

508-764-9400
405 E. MAIN ST. (RTE 131)
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

WE’RE MORE THAN 
TRANSMISSIONS ...
• Brakes
• Batteries
• Axels
• Differential
• Starters
• Front End
• Shocks
• Struts
• Tie Rods
• Oil Changes
• Radiators
and more! Schedule your appointment today

SPRING SPECIALS!
BRAKES

Two Wheels: $50 OFF
All Four Wheels: $100 OFF

Includes installation of brake pads and rotors. Most cars. 

OIL CHANGE
Regular: $39.95

Synthectic: $59.99
Includes up to 5 quarts of oil. Most cars. 

See shop for complete details. Must present ad before your service. EXP 4/30/2026

From From CCONCEPTONCEPT to  to COMPLETIONCOMPLETION, we bring your vision to life. , we bring your vision to life. 

Graphic DesignGraphic Design
Sports BannersSports Banners
BrochuresBrochures
PostcardsPostcards
Direct Mail SolutionsDirect Mail Solutions
Every Door Direct MailEvery Door Direct Mail
BooksBooks
Lawn SignsLawn Signs
CalendarsCalendars
PostersPosters
SwagSwag
and so much more!and so much more!

Home ofHome of

ANDREW CARINI
Print and Mail Specialist

How can I help you?
508-254-2241

ourtownpublishing.comourtownpublishing.com


