
By Idaly Valencia

GALT, CA (MPG) - The Easter weekend 
in Galt proved to be a celebration 
of the spring season, welcoming its 
arrival with opportunities for the 
community to gather and enjoy the 
warm, sunny weather and time with 
neighbors.

The annual Eggstravaganza and 
Kite Day, hosted by the Galt Area 
Historical Society on April 4 at 

McFarland Ranch, was one of the 
first events marking spring in the 
city. 

Families were welcomed to enjoy 
a variety of activities, including a 
pie-eating contest, a kids’ arts and 
crafts zone, Easter egg hunting and 
several local vendors offering treats 
and handmade products.

The event featured its staple chil-
dren’s activity, the egg drop, which 
challenged youth participants to use 

their creativity to design a protec-
tive casing for an egg dropped from 
a bucket truck. After the drop, par-
ticipants unwrapped their eggs to see 
whether they had survived without 
cracking to earn a prize.

This year, Navarro Tree Service 
helped to facilitate the activity by 
using its truck to drop the children’s 
protective egg contraptions. Designs 
ranged from plastic containers lined 
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FFA Star Conference Honors Goehring
California FFA  
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - California 
F u t u r e  F a r m e r s  o f 
America (FFA) is proud 
to announce the 2026 win-
ners of the prestigious 
State Star Awards. Winners 
were announced at the 
98th Annual California 
FFA State Leadership 
Conference on March 21 to 
24 in Ontario, California.

The State Star Awards 
are designed to recognize 
exceptional FFA members 
who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievement 
in their supervised agricul-
tural experiences (SAEs). 
SAEs, which have been 
part of agricultural edu-
cation since 1917, offer 
students an individual-
ized application of the 
career and life skills taught 
in agricultural education 
courses beyond scheduled 
class time.

After an extensive appli-
cation process, finalists 
demonstrating outstand-
ing management abilities 
in production, agribusiness, 
agricultural placement and 
agriscience were selected 
in each of the six regions. 
These  FFA members Galt FFA member Gauge Goehring received the Star Small Farmer Award at the 98th State FFA 

Leadership Conference, held March 21 to 26. The recognition honors members who have fully 
developed their projects into real-world production businesses. Photo courtesy of California FFA

Measure R 
Funds, Military 

Equipment 
Usage Reviewed 

By John McCallum

GALT, CA (MPG) - Police 
funding and equipment 
usage were two items the 
Galt City Council dealt 
with at its April 7 meeting,  
beginning with a report on 
Measure R.

Passed by voters in 
2008, Measure R imple-
mented a half-cent sales 
tax dedicated to fund-
ing police service needs 
beyond those paid for in 
annual fiscal year budgets. 
The funds currently pay 
for 10.5 positions includ-
ing patrol officers, a gang 
detective, school resource 
officers, a professional 
standards officer, dis-
patcher, records technician, 
an analyst and police ser-
vices program costs.

“As our police chief 
presented during a previ-
ous council meeting, the 
2025 reported crime data 
showed this funding is 
beneficial in helping the 
police department provide 
their public safety ser-
vices,” Measure R Citizens 
Oversight  Committee 
Chair Paul Harvey said, 
adding the measure cov-
ers about 20% of the Police 
Department’s 2024-2025 
budget.

At the March 3 meet-
ing, Police Chief Brian 
Kalinowski told the coun-
cil that, with the exception 
of motor vehicle-related 
issues, the crime rate in 
Galt either remained con-
sistent or dropped in 2025. 
Kalinowski said areas 
that did increase, such as 
officer-initiated calls for 
service, traffic incidents 
and arrests were the result 
of having more officers 
on the streets and better 
training.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
C i t i z e n s  O v e r s i g h t 
Committee report, reve-
nues were about 0.29% 
better than expected, com-
ing in at $2,491,433, 
almost 95% of which came 
from the sales tax. Other 
revenues totaling $132,791 
include interest income and 
intergovernmental charges.

The Measure R fund 
began 2024-2025 with a 
$1,714,843 balance, which 
coupled with the reve-
nue provided a total of 
$4,206,276 for the depart-
ment. Expenses in 2025 
totaled $2,945,190, leaving 
a fund balance at the end of 
the year of $1,261,787.

Most of the $2,192,513 
in expenses were for 
“employee services” such 
as those outlined above. 
Operations and mainte-
nance expenses totaled 

A Hoppin’ Good Time
Annual ‘Eggstravaganza’ Event Highlighted

A young Galt resident is pictured with the Easter bunny at the April 4 Eggstravaganza and Kite Day at McFarland Ranch. Photo 
by Idaly Valencia
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represent the best of the best, exhibiting 
excellence in all aspects of their agricul-
tural endeavors, demonstrating strong 
leadership skills and participating in their 
local FFA chapter. 

California FFA is proud to announce 
this year’s winners: 

Star Farmer: The Star Farmer Award 
recognizes an FFA member who has 
demonstrated outstanding achievement 
in an entrepreneurial production agricul-
ture SAE. This award celebrates those 
who have exhibited excellence in agricul-
tural production, finance and management 
while maintaining active involvement in 
FFA. 

This year’s Star Farmer is Madysen 
Dietz of Merced-El Capitan FFA. Dietz’s 
project consists of managing a large ewe 
operation known as Dietz Club Lambs, 
focusing on breeding, raising, selling and 
showing high-quality sheep. She manages 
90 ewes and cares for an annual lamb crop 
of about 135 lambs, born between October 
and February. She oversees all aspects of 
the operation, including artificial insem-
ination protocols, breeding selection, 
daily animal care and health manage-
ment. The lambs are marketed to 4-H and 
FFA members throughout California and 
the Midwest, primarily through private 
treaty sales and occasional online and live 
auctions.

Star Small Farmer: New to California 
FFA this year is the Star Small Farmer 
Award. This award acknowledges FFA 
members who have fully embraced their 
SAE projects on a production scale. 
Finalists were evaluated on the scope of 
their project and must have earned a mon-
etary maximum of less than $25,000. 

This year’s 2026 Star Small Farmer is 
Gauge Goehring of the Galt FFA chap-
ter. Goehring owns and operates Double 
G Show Pigs, where he maintains a herd 
of three crossbred sows. Since starting his 
show pig business, Goehring averages far-
rowing two litters per year and sells those 
piglets as quality show pigs to 4-H and 
FFA members in his community. Goehring 
spends much of his time working on his 
six-acre farm, where he is responsible 
for all operational decisions. Some of 
his duties include feeding pigs, cleaning 
pens, conducting daily health checks, per-
forming artificial insemination, managing 
farrowing, following proper biosecurity 
protocols and marketing his pigs in the 

community.
Star in Agribusiness: The Star in 

Agribusiness Award honors a student for 
exceptional achievement in an entrepre-
neurial agribusiness SAE. This award 
is presented to individuals who focus on 
agricultural sales, services or other entre-
preneurial endeavors. Whether through 
sales, service or innovation, the recipient 
must demonstrate outstanding business 
acumen and leadership. 

The 2026 Star in Agribusiness Award 
goes to Baylor Bloom of the Gustine 
FFA chapter. Bloom owns and oper-
ates Full Bloom Harvesting in Gustine, 
California, a custom almond and walnut 
harvesting agribusiness servicing over 700 
acres annually around the Gustine area. 
Baylor began his operation using leased 
equipment on 400 acres. He has since 
expanded by purchasing his own OMC 
shaker through a San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District grant. Bloom 
provides custom shaking and sweeping 
services and is responsible for all business 
decisions, including operations, customer 
service, field scheduling, maintenance and 
logistics.

Star in Agricultural Placement: The 
Star in Agricultural Placement Award 
celebrates a student who has excelled in 
an employment-based SAE, including 
work-based learning opportunities. The 
awardee should gain real-world experi-
ence throughout his or her SAE, all while 
contributing to the greater agricultural 
workforce. 

The 2026 recipient of the Star in 
Agricultural Placement Award is Peyton 
Heermance of Bret Harte FFA. For the 
past four years, Heermance has worked 
for the Angel’s Camp Veterinary Hospital, 
where he is responsible for many tasks, 
including rooming patients, taking vitals, 
assisting with surgical procedures and run-
ning in-house animal lab samples.

Heermance also won the 2025 National 
FFA Proficiency title in the area of 
Veterinary Science - Entrepreneurship/
Placement. 

Star in Agriscience Award: The Star 
in Agriscience Award recognizes an FFA 
member whose SAE is focused on advanc-
ing agricultural science, research and 
innovation. This award is designed for 
students who apply their curiosity to solve 
problems and answer questions within the 
agricultural industry. 

The 2026 Star in Agriscience Award 

goes to Riley Piehl of Santa Rosa FFA. 
Piehl has completed five agriscience proj-
ects over the last four years. Her projects 
aim to explore a range of management 
tools to improve labor efficiency and 
increase production in swine operations. 
Piehl’s research focused on gestation 
length and its impact on litter survivabil-
ity across 24 births from 14 sows. She also 

evaluated ultrasound-based pregnancy 
detection with alternative gels, finding 
92% accuracy (comparable to commercial 
options) while enabling detection as early 
as 18 days to reduce non-productive time. 

Additionally, Piehl’s work with feed 
companies showed that higher weaning 
weights lead to faster growth and earlier 
market readiness. � H
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Goehring is Winner at FFA Star Conference
Continued from page 1

Madysen Dietz of Merced-El Capitan FFA 
was awarded the Star Farmer Award in 
recognition of outstanding achievement 
in entrepreneurial production agriculture. 
Photos courtesy of California FFABaylor Bloom of the Gustine FFA chapter 

earned the 2026 Star in Agribusiness 
Award for exceptional achievement in 
entrepreneurial agribusiness.

Peyton Heermance of Bret Harte FFA was 
named the 2026 recipient of the Star in 
Agricultural Placement Award, recognizing 
excellence in an employment-based SAE and 
work-based learning experience.

Riley Piehl of Santa Rosa FFA was named 
the 2026 recipient of the Star in Agriscience 
Award for a project focused on advancing 
agricultural science, research and innovation.
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HOW Galt  
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - A new 
tradition of generosity, 
compassion and commu-
nity has officially begun in 
Galt. HOW Galt (Helping 
One Woman) hosted its 
very first monthly din-
ner on April 7, bringing 
together a full room of 
community members for 
an evening centered on 
showing up for a local 
woman facing an irreplace-
able loss.

The inaugural  din-
ner honored Danielle 
Brechbill, the chapter’s 
very first recipient, and 
marked the beginning of 
what organizers hope will 
become a meaningful and 
lasting source of support 
for women in the Galt area.

Held  a t  Brewsters 
Kitchen & Cocktails, the 
event was filled with gen-
erosity, laughter, heartfelt 
moments and overwhelm-
ing support from attendees, 
donors and volunteers. 

Through dinner tickets, 
raffles, silent auction bas-
kets, dessert auction items, 
games and donations, the 
evening demonstrated just 
how powerful a commu-
nity can be when it comes 
together for one person in 
need.

What is HOW
Helping One Woman 

(HOW) is a national non-
profit organization built on 
a simple but powerful idea: 
Each month, one woman 
in the community who is 
experiencing an irreplace-
able loss is selected to be 
honored and supported.

That loss may come in 
many forms: the loss of a 
spouse or child, a life-al-
tering health diagnosis for 
herself, spouse or child, 
or another irreplaceable 
loss. The goal of HOW is 
to remind that woman that 
she is not alone.

The idea for a HOW 
chapter in Galt began 
when Trisha Chapman, 
Bailey Oliveira, Michelle 
Woods, Susan Schmidt and 
Cindy Goldman attended 
Helping One Woman din-
ners in Lodi. That is where 
Goldman herself had been 
a recipient last August. 

After witnessing first-
hand the impact of those 
evenings and recognizing 
that many women from 
Galt had also been sup-
ported by the Lodi chapter, 
the group saw a clear need 
for a chapter closer to 
home. 

They began working 
with the national organi-
zation last year to bring 

HOW to Galt, which now 
proudly becomes the 28th 
chapter nationwide.

The first Tuesday of 
each month, the commu-
nity will gather for dinner 
at Brewsters (201 4th St.), 
hear her story and surround 
her with financial and 
emotional support. Funds 
raised during the evening 
are presented directly to 
that month’s recipient at 
the end of the night.

At its core, HOW is 
about more than financial 
assistance. It is about sup-
port, encouragement and 
the reminder that even 
in life’s hardest seasons, 
a woman can be car-
ried by the strength of her 
community.

A Strong Start  
in Galt

The first HOW Galt din-
ner was a huge success, 
with local businesses, fam-
ilies, friends and neighbors 
stepping up to make the 
night special.

In addition to the gifted 
prizes and desserts, the 
evening was made possi-
ble by a dedicated team 
of volunteers: Michaela 
Johnson, Becky Roenspie, 
Kat Seabolt, Nicole Gross, 
Karen Bond, Krystal 
Mason, Amy Havens, 
Alison Simonich, Andrea 
Johnson, Pam Deans, Cari 
Brown, JessaLee Goehring, 
Chris Chapman, Tammie 
Vandenburg, Kathy Seifert, 
Abby Woods ,  Mar ia 

Freitas, Cindy Beskeen 
and Danielle’s soccer 
girls, whose time and heart 
brought the event to life. 

Special thanks to Katie 
Fewell (photography), 
Brian King of KingSound! 
P roduc t ions  ( sound) 
and Raquel’s Party Co. 
(balloons), along with 
generous support from 
United Party Rentals in 
Sacramento, Chandler 
Gross Group (recipient 
table sponsor), Roenspie + 
Johnson Real Estate Group 
(centerpieces and door 
prize) and Ace Hardware 
in Galt (door prize), all of 
whom helped to create a 
warm and memorable eve-
ning for the community. A 
full list of everyone who 
gifted can be found on the 
HOW Galt Facebook page.

Organizers said the 
r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e 
community has been 
incredibly encouraging 
and are excited to continue 
building momentum each 
month.

“This first dinner was 
such a beautiful reflection 
of what can happen when a 
community comes together 
with open hearts,” HOW 
Leadership team member 
Michelle Woods shared. 
“We are so grateful for 
everyone who attended, 
gifted, volunteered and 

helped make this first night 
so special for Danielle.”

May Dinner to Honor 
Stephanie Mallari

HOW Galt is already 
preparing for its next din-
ner, which will be held on 
Tuesday, May 5 and will 
honor Stephanie Mallari.

Community members 
are invited to attend and 
be part of another evening 
of support, generosity and 
encouragement for a local 
woman in need.

Tickets for the May 5 
dinner can be purchased 
online at mysosevent.
com. Organizers encour-
age those interested in 
attending to purchase tick-
ets early, as seating may be 
limited.

As HOW Galt contin-
ues to grow, organizers 
hope the dinners become a 
monthly reminder of what 
makes small communi-
ties so special: neighbors 
showing up for one another 
in meaningful ways.

For those who want to 
follow along, attend future 
dinners or learn more, stay 
connected and be part of 
what’s just beginning, fol-
low them on Facebook 
at (Helping One Woman 
- Galt), Instagram (@
howgalt) or contact them 
at howgalt@helpingone-
woman.org. � H

HOW Chapter Launches with First Dinner Honoring Local Women

Pictured from left are HOW Galt (Helping One Woman) 
leadership team Bailey Oliveira, Trisha Chapman, Danielle 
Brechbill (recipient), Michelle Woods, Susan Schmidt and 
Cindy Goldman at the nonprofit chapter’s inaugural dinner 
held April 7 at Brewsters Kitchen & Cocktails. Photo by Katie 
Fewell Photography

with stuffing to a plastic 
bag used as a parachute, 
with several proving to be 
effective.

Another long-held tradi-
tion, the pie-eating contest, 
is facilitated by the Galt 
Sunrise Rotary Club. There 
were two separate compe-
titions held: one for adults 
and one for children. In 
total, 10 to 12 participants 
competed to see who could 
finish a pie the fastest.

Rotary President Rich 
Lozano told The Galt 
Herald that the club has 
been participating in the 
event for about 15 years 
and has consis tent ly 
received positive feedback 
from folks who enjoy the 
tradition every year.

A regular contestant, an 
older man named Earl, is a 
longtime participant in the 
pie-eating contest and is 
known for helping fellow 
competitors.

“Earl has come back 
several years; he loves it,” 
Lozano said. “And every 
year we kind of have him 
coach it (pie eating contest) 
a little bit.”

“Earl has come back 

several years; he loves it,” 
Lozano said. “And every 
year we kind of have him 
coach it a little bit.”

The community event 
also provided an opportu-
nity for local businesses 
and organizations to con-
nect directly with residents. 

Among those present 
was Purrfectly Pawsible, a 
locally based animal res-
cue founded in 2016 that 
focuses on spay and neuter 
awareness. The nonprofit is 
dedicated to improving the 
lives of community cats 
and local residents through 
its Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-
Return (TNvR) efforts.

Gayleen Gomez, vice 
president of Purrfectly 
Pawsible, said this was 
the nonprofit’s first time 
hosting a booth at the 
event, where it served as 
an informational space for 
residents to learn more 
about its work. 

Two cats and two kittens, 
currently in the nonprofit’s 
foster program, were also 
present at the booth.

“We hope that through 
our efforts we will lessen 
the burden on the shelters,” 
Gomez said. “We are also 
trying to get information 

to the community about 
low-cost spay and neuter 
options for their pets.”

She noted that in rural 
communities such as Galt, 
larger stray cat colonies 
can be more common, 
which has led to efforts 
like a past partnership 
with Cal-Waste to provide 
resources for spaying and 
neutering community cats 

at its facility.
Other vendors were 

also present selling their 
p r o d u c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Ambre Shoneff of Sunday 
Soapery. Her booth fea-
tured handmade natural 
products described as 
luxury self-care items, 
including lip balms, lotion 
bars and soaps.

Shoneff, a Galt High 

alumna, established her 
business in 2023. She 
said that although she is 
a local, it was her first 
time participating in the 
Eggstravaganza event and 
visiting the historic ranch.

Organizers said this 
year’s event drew a smaller 
crowd than in previ-
ous years; however, the 
strong sense of community 

remained, and the smaller 
turnout created a calmer, 
less chaotic atmosphere 
that many attendees found 
more enjoyable. This espe-
cially worked out well for 
the children in attendance, 
who were originally lim-
ited to collecting 20 Easter 
eggs each from the 15,000 
hidden around the ranch 
to ensure there would be 
enough for all participants. 
� H

Continued from page 1

A Hoppin’ 
Good Time

Local youth play with stick horses during the Eggstravaganza 
and Kite Day, hosted by the Galt Area Historical Society on 
April 4. Photo by Idaly Valencia

Galt Sunrise Rotary Club members pose with the top three finishers from the adult pie-eating 
contest April 4 at the Galt Area Historical Society’s Eggstravaganza at McFarland Ranch. Photo 
courtesy of Galt Sunrise Rotary Club

Gayleen Gomez, vice president of Purrfectly Pawsible, poses 
with a kitten at her booth during the Eggstravaganza event 
on April 4. The nonprofit was present to raise awareness of 
its Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return (TNvR) efforts. Photo by Idaly 
Valencia

Navarro Tree Service used 
its bucket truck to drop 
protective egg contraptions 
created by young attendees, 
who aimed to keep their 
eggs from cracking to earn a 
prize. Photo by Idaly Valencia
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C A RY L  A NN  H A R DING  •  09/22 /195 0  -  03/28/2026
Caryl Ann Harding, born 

on September 22, 1950, 
in Boston, Massachusetts, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 28, 2026, surrounded 
by the love of her family. 
She was a deeply cherished 
mother, grandmother, sister, 
and friend whose kindness 
and gentle spirit touched 
everyone who knew her.

Caryl eventually found 
her forever home in Lompoc, 
California, a place where she 
created lasting memories and 
built a life filled with love, 
comfort, and family.

Caryl was the beloved 
daughter of David W. Harding 
and Marie Rose Carmos-
Smal ley,  both of  whom 
preceded her in passing. She 
was the eldest of her sib-
lings—Joanne Boos, Gwynne 
Arment,  Lesl ie Harding-
Steed, David “Davey” Harding 
(preceded in passing), and 
Becky Ruiz—and from an 
early age, she embodied 
warmth, compassion, and 
quiet strength.

Affectionately known as 
“Candy,” a nickname lovingly 
given to her by her father 
because of her sweet nature, 
Caryl lived up to that name 
every day of her life. She truly 
did not have a mean bone 
in her body. She was never 
confrontational, always gen-
tle, and consistently kind. 
Her presence brought com-
fort, and her heart was open 
to everyone. To know her was 
to be loved by her.

Caryl built her career as 
a beautician in cosmetology, 
where she not only helped 
people look their best but also 

made them feel valued and 
cared for. Her work reflected 
who she was—someone who 
uplifted others through both 
her talent and her kindness.

She found joy in life’s 
simple and meaningful plea-
sures. She loved reading 
books, watching classic mov-
ies, and listening to “Oldies 
but Goodies.” Her favor-
ite song was “Angel Baby,” 
and she especially loved the 
soundtrack from the movie 
American Graffiti. She would 
often dance to the music for 
hours, completely lost in the 
joy it brought her—a reflec-
tion of her light, free-spirited, 
and loving nature.

Caryl is survived by her 
loving children, Gerard Martin 
Aguilar and Elizabeth Marie 
Rivera, who will carry her 

love forward every day. She 
was a proud and devoted 
grandmother to Ronni Renae 
Aguilar, Michael Rodriguez, 
Andrew Mejia, Johnathan G. 
Aguilar, and Joseph Rivera. 
She was preceded in pass-
ing by her beloved grandson, 
Gerard Martin Aguilar III.

She will always be remem-
bered as a truly sweet, kind, 
and loving person—a woman 
whose gentle nature left a 
lasting impact on all who 
knew her. Her legacy is one 
of love, warmth, and quiet 
strength.

A memorial service will 
be held on April 20, 2026, at 
12:00 PM at Starbuck-Lind 
Mortuary Lompoc, ca.

Burial will take place at 
Galt Cemetery, with details to 
be announced.

M E M O R I A L

Senior Bingo Weekly  
at Chabolla

The Galt Commission 
on Aging is hosting free 
Senior Bingo games at 
the Chabolla Community 
Center at 600 Chabolla 
Ave. from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays (except holidays 
and when required by the 
city). 

Seniors of Galt and its 
immediate vicinity are 
invited to have fun and 
play bingo together and 
socialize. 

Nominate Your 
Neighbor

The Galt Beautification 
Committee wants you to 
“nominate your neighbor.” 
Has your neighbor recently 
completed a yard project? 
Does your neighbor have 
the best flowers in town 
or the best-looking yard? 
The Galt Beautification 
Committee wants to know. 

Send an email with pic-
tures and why you are 
nominating your neighbor 
to planningdivision@city-
ofgalt.org. 

The best submissions 
will be included in future 
newsletters and City 
Manager Updates.

Meals on Wheels 
Cafe Accepting 
Older Adults

Meals on Wheels is 
accepting new participants 
in its Galt All Seasons Café 
located in the Chabolla 
Community Center, 600 
Chabolla Ave. 

The cafe is open at 11:30 
a.m. Mondays through 
Fridays for adults age 60 
and older. 

Those interested can 
apply at the Chabolla 
Center when meals are 
being served or they can 
call 916-444-9533.

Recycle Household 
Batteries

City of Galt residents 
can recycle their house-
hold batteries in one of two 
green household-battery 
recycling bins: on the west 
side at the front entrance to 
the Galt Police Department 
or on the east side at Galt 
Community Park, just west 
of the fire station. 

The green bin is only 
for dry-cell household 
batteries.For additional 
information, contact the 
Public Works Department 
at 209-366-7260. 

Square Dance 
Classes Mondays
The Diamond Dancers 

Square Dance Club hosts 
social square-dancing 
classes in Galt. 

The classes are open 
to everyone and are held 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Mondays at the Valley 
Oaks Grange Hall. 

The Valley Oaks Grange 
Hall is at 347 Fifth St. For 
more information, call 
Sue Regadanz at 916-835-
8916.�

Volunteers Sought 
 for Senior Resource 

Center
The Commission on 

Aging is looking for volun-
teers to operate a computer 
and are willing to answer 
questions from seniors in 
person, over the phone, on 
social media and by email 
at the Galt Senior Resource 
Center.

Volunteer slots are 
available in two-hour 
increments for up to four 
hours from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays,  excluding 
holidays. 

Volunteers  wil l  be 
trained and can contact 
commission members with 

questions. 
The resource center is at 

the Chabolla Community 
Center, 600 Chabolla Ave. 
If interested, call 209-294-
3308 and leave a message 
or inquire in person. 

Sunshine Food 
Pantry Donations
Sunshine Food Pantry 

is a food closet that helps 
provide for residents. 

Collections of canned 
food and dry good nonper-
ishable items are received 
a t  Uni ted Methodis t 
Church, 571 C St. in Galt; 
call to make an appoint-
ment for donations at 
209-745-4133. 

 The food closet is open 
from 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month.�

AA 24-Hour Hotline
For help with an alco-

hol-related problem, call 
the Alcoholics Anonymous 
2 4 - h o u r  h o t l i n e  a t 
209-745-1525.

Nar-Anon Family  
Group Meetings

Narcotics Anonymous 
(Nar-Anon) family group 
meetings for friends and 
family members who are 
dealing with drug addic-
tion are held locally from 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Saturdays at the Galt 
United Methodist Church, 
571 C St. in Galt. 

TOPS Weekly 
Meetings

TOPS,  Taking Off 
Pounds Sensibly, meets 
every Wednesday at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 10 N. 
Mills Ave., Lodi. Meeting 
time: 10-10:45 a.m. Weigh-
ins: 9-9:50am. No charge 
for first meeting. � H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

$331,166 while capital outlays came in 
at $421,511, with total expenses 10.12% 
lower than expected due to department 
vacancies and costs associated with those 
positions.

While anticipated expenses dropped, 
the report indicated the decrease in ending 
fund balance of $453,056 was a result of 
increasing costs of supplies and materials. 
The committee will continue to monitor 
revenues in 2026, and budget adjustments 
could be considered later this year.

In council comments on the report, 
Councilmember Shawn Farmer thanked 
Harvey and the other committee members, 
which met four times over 2024-2025, for 
their service. Farmer said he hears some 
people complain about the sales tax from 
time to time but reiterated its value.

“Measure R is very important to 
the community,” he said. “Things like 
Measure R and Measure Q (1 cent sales 
tax for essential services passed in 2022) 
serve important purposes.”

Farmer added that without Measure R, 
the police department wouldn’t be able to 
purchase the services or pay for the added 
personnel covered by the revenue.

“Half a cent is a small price to pay for 
some of those things,” Farmer said.

Oversight Committee Chair Harvey 
agreed, noting sales taxes that are imposed 
for specific things often don’t go away 
once that objective is paid for.

“This is one I think is very important for 
the city,” he added.

Council also unanimously approved an 
annual report from the police department 
on its usage of military equipment it has 

purchased. The report is required under 
state law as part of a policy agencies must 
develop to fund, purchase and use military 
equipment.

The military equipment use report 
was approved as one of six items on the 
Consent Agenda. Consent agenda items 
are approved as a group unless a council 
member requests a separate discussion or 
action.

The report must include a summary 
of how the military equipment was used 
and the purpose of its use, a summary of 
any complaints received regarding usage, 
reports of any violations of the policy and 
total annual cost of each type of equipment 
including personnel, training, maintenance 
and other appropriate information. The 
report must also include the quantity pos-
sessed of each type of equipment and if 

the agency intends to purchase additional 
equipment in the next year.

According to the report, the Galt Police 
Department has purchased eight drones, 
two each of four different models, which 
were deployed on 58 missions in 2025. Of 
these, 31 flights were for interior searches, 
search warrants, traffic collision photos, 
crime scene photos, outside agency assists 
and parade security.

Sixteen flights were for training, test 
flights or “other administrative activities.” 
No complaints were received, and no vio-
lations of policy were recorded.

According to the military equip-
ment inventory, the department spent 
$68,535.26 on the drones. 

“The policy memorializes the cost 
of each piece of equipment,” the report 
states. � H

Continued from page 1

Measure R Funds, Military Equipment Usage Reviewed 

Local Receives Banner Bank’s 
Highest Recognition

Banner Bank  
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - A local 
Banner Bank employee has 
been selected to receive 
the Banner’s Best award, 
representing the highest 
level of recognition within 
the company. This award 
celebrates Banner’s top 
performing employees.

This employee received 
the award for exceeding 
their individual profes-
sional goals, demonstrating 
excellence within their pro-
fession and consistently 
delivering outstanding 
service to the Bank’s cli-
ents, communities and 
their peers: Galt Branch 
Manager, Assistant Vice 
President and Branch 
Manager II Natalie Herrera 
Rivera.

“It’s a privilege to 

work alongside such tal-
ented professionals,” said 
Banner Bank President 

and Chief  Executive 
Officer Mark Grescovich. 
“Their expertise, integrity 
and dedication to excel-
lence strengthen our entire 
organization and the com-
munities we serve.”

Less than 4% of all 
Banner employees receive 
this award and recipients 
are selected by members of 
executive leadership.

Banner  Bank is  a 
Washington-chartered com- 
mercial bank that conducts 
business in Washington, 
Oregon, California and 
Idaho. 

Banner offers a wide 
variety of commercial 
banking services and finan-
cial products to individuals 
and businesses and their 
employees. 

For more information, 
visit Banner Bank at ban-
nerbank.com. � H 

Pictured is Natalie Herrera 
Rivera, branch manager 
and assistant vice president 
at Banner Bank in Galt, 
who recently received 
the company’s Banner’s 
Best award, the highest 
recognition an employee 
can receive. Photo courtesy of 
Banner Bank

City of Galt  
News Release

GALT, CA (MPG) - The City of Galt recently 
partnered with Cub Scouts Pack 238 on a 
tree planting project at Community Park at 
Walnut Avenue as part of ongoing efforts 
to restore and enhance the park’s tree 
canopy.

City staff and scouts worked together 
to plant nine Chinese Pistache trees, 
replacing those lost over the years due to 
storm damage. This effort is part of the 
city’s urban forestry program, which is 
focused on maintaining healthy, vibrant 
public spaces and supporting long-term 

environmental sustainability.
The City’s parks superintendent shared 

that trees are one of the most valuable 
investments in the community, providing 
lasting environmental benefits, enhancing 
the beauty of public spaces and ensur-
ing shaded areas for future generations to 
enjoy.

Participating scouts included Reid 
Kleinfelter and Daniel Fernandez, Arrow 
of Light Scouts; and Joaquin Ordaz, Jr., a 
Webelos Scout. Through this project, Reid 
and Daniel completed their Citizenship 
required adventure, while Joaquin com-
pleted his My Community required 
adventure. � H

Community Park Gets New 
Life Through Tree Project

The City of Galt partnered with local Cub Scouts Pack 238 on a tree-planting project at 
Community Park on Walnut Avenue to restore and enhance the park’s tree canopy, highlighting 
an ongoing commitment to improving community parks. Photo courtesy of City of Galt
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So much for journalis-
tic objectivity. 

The BBC science ed-
itor covering the launch 
of Artemis II couldn’t 
contain her enthusiasm 
when the first plumes of 
smoke spread out from 
the launch pad. “Oh, my 
goodness! Oh, my good-
ness!” she exclaimed, 
clapping like a schoolgirl. 

As the rocket lifted off, 
she got visibly emotional: 
“It’s not just what you see 
and you hear as the rock-
et lifts off. You can feel 
the force of it through 
your body. This is the 
most powerful rocket that 
NASA has ever built!” 

Rebecca Morelle can 
be forgiven for falling in 
love with the subject of 
her story. A rocket launch 
is an awe-inspiring event 
-- a controlled explosion 
hurling a gigantic projec-
tile into the ether. There’s 
the sheer power, the un-
avoidable risk, the quest-
ing spirit. A rocket feels 
and looks like the future, 
and there’s something 
very human about gazing 
into the sky in wonder.

NASA hasn’t been 
glamorous in decades. 
Once upon a time, kids 
were putting up glossy 
photos of Apollo rock-
ets and astronauts on 
their bedroom walls. But 
the Apollo program was 
killed long ago -- civ-
il-rights activists were 
among those mobilizing 
against it, oddly enough 
-- and nothing has cap-
tured the imagination the 
same way since. 

The space shuttle made 
space flight routine and 

boring, and there was 
nothing particularly am-
bitious about the Inter-
national Space Station. 
Rovers and telescopes 
were worthy endeavors, 
but not thrilling. 

There is no substitute 
for manned space flight. 
The Artemis project is 
not exactly boldly going 
where no man has gone 
before, since it seeks to 
return to the moon af-
ter we were there half a 
century ago. But sending 
astronauts 250,000 miles 
from Earth as part of a 
project to eventually set 
up a base on the moon 
is the most enterpris-
ing NASA project since 
Apollo. 

This is all to the good, 
but Artemis has been 
plagued by delays and 
cost overruns. NASA 
hasn’t been able to rep-
licate the urgent, mis-
sion-driven approach that 
characterized the Apollo 
program. It took eight 
years to get to the moon 
the first time, while Ar-
temis has been going for 
nine years and we still ar-
en’t back.

NASA projects tend 
to get caught in a cycle: 
One president proposes 
a big new initiative, only 
for it to get canceled by 
his successor, who pro-
poses his own initiative 
that is canceled in turn. 
The worst case scenario 
is that a Democratic pres-
ident elected in 2028 nix-
es Artemis because Presi-
dent Trump favored it. 

That said, the space ex-
pert Robert Zubrin notes 
that space is particularly 
appealing to Americans 
as a people defined, in 
part, by the frontier. JFK 
talked of “the New Fron-
tier,” and the famous 

open of the TV show 
“Star Trek” called space 
“the final frontier.”

Certainly, the Amer-
ican space program is 
a marked contrast with 
that of the Europeans, the 
European Space Agency. 
NASA’s budget is sev-
eral times larger. We’ve 
sent men to the moon, 
whereas they haven’t. 
And we’ve sent multiple 
successful landers and 
rovers to Mars (the first 
lander in 1976, the first 
rover in 1997), whereas 
the ESA has only man-
aged two unsuccessful 
landers. 

Getting back to the 
moon is nice, but it is a 
manned mission to Mars 
that should be our ulti-
mate objective. It would 
truly be another giant leap 
for mankind, opening up 
a vista of homo sapiens 
as a multi-planetary spe-
cies. The technological 
challenge would be sig-
nificant, requiring Apol-
lo-like exertions, while 
there’s much of scientific 
importance to be learned 
on the Red Planet.

Right now, the most 
popular movie in Ameri-
ca is “Project Hail Mary,” 
a sci-fi thriller about a 
desperate mission into 
space. The film plays 
to our inherent interest 
in journeys into the un-
known, and to our admi-
ration for those who have 
the courage to explore 
new worlds, from Francis 
Drake to Neil Armstrong. 

Artemis II tapped into 
the same thing, which is 
why that BBC reporter -- 
and so many of the rest of 
us -- were so moved.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Yes, Boldly Go

California Voters Will Face Dueling Ballot 
Propositions This Fall. Confusion is Likely

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When California voters 
approved Proposition 13 in 
1978, they forced a massive 
change in how government 
services are financed that 
continues to reverberate 
nearly a half-century later.

Prop. 13’s limits on prop-
erty taxes that had financed 
public schools and other 
units of local government for 
many decades forced fun-
damental changes in fiscal 
responsibilities — the state 
assuming education costs 
being just one example.

California media exten-
sively covered Prop. 13’s 
financial impacts at the time, 
and countless academic 
and journalistic analyses 
have done so since. But one 
aspect of its passage has 
been largely ignored.

California’s political lead-
ership in 1978 — Gov. Jerry 
Brown and a Legislature 
controlled by his fellow 
Democrats — did their best 
to torpedo Prop. 13 by plac-
ing a rival measure on the 
same primary election ballot. 
The alternative, Proposition 
8, promised property tax 
relief for owner-occupied 
homes but denied it to com-
mercial property.

Prop. 13 passed over-
whelmingly but Prop. 8 lost 
narrowly. The failed counter-
play was quickly forgotten 
as politicians — Brown most 
obviously — rushed to 
embrace the tax revolt. 
Brown even called himself a 

“born-again tax cutter.”
Prop. 13 sparked an explo-

sion of ballot initiatives that 
continues today. Although 
the practice of allowing ini-
tiatives to make law while 
bypassing the Legislature 
had been in place since 
1912, it was scantly used 
until Prop. 13 demonstrated 
its power. Hundreds of ini-
tiatives have been proposed 
since — nearly a thousand 
just in the last 20 years.

And while the rates of 
qualification and passage 
are relatively tiny, voters 
can anticipate facing about 
a dozen ballot proposi-
tions every two years. Most 
faintly resemble, if at all, 
truly grassroots movements. 
The vast majority are spon-
sored by narrow economic or 
ideological interests seeking 
to gain financial or political 
advantages.

Backers will spend mil-
lions of dollars to draft and 
qualify their measures using 
paid signature-gathers to 
fill their petitions and many 
more millions to sell them 
to voters. Swing Strategies, 
a Sacramento political con-
sulting firm that specializes 
in ballot measures, says plac-
ing a measure on the ballot 
can cost more than $10 mil-
lion, and campaigns can hit 
the $100 million mark.

During a webinar on the 
2026 initiative picture this 
week, Swing Strategies said 
48 measures were originally 
proposed, 36 of them tried to 
make the ballot by collecting 
the required number of valid 
voter signatures and 17 are 
true contenders as the April 
17 deadline for submitting 
petitions draws near.

The 17 contenders fit the 
mold of reflecting narrow 
interests. Many harken back to 
1978, when politicians placed 
a rival measure on the ballot in 
hopes of killing Prop. 13.

For example, Service 
Employees International 
Union-United Healthcare 
Workers West ( or SEIU-
UHW), a huge health care 
worker union, has a mea-
sure to limit health care 
executives’ compensation, 
and the California Hospital 
Association countered with a 
proposition to compel health 
care unions to tell mem-
bers how much money they 
spend on politics.

A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e : 
Personal injury lawyers 
have a measure to hold ride-
share companies liable for 
sexual assaults by drivers, 
while Uber has one to limit 
lawyers’ fees in auto crash 
lawsuits.

There’s also a quadruple 
play on taxes.

SEIU-UHW is sponsor-
ing a 5% tax on the wealth 
of California billionaires to 
provide more health care 
money, and the California 
Teachers Association wants 
to make a temporary surtax 
on high-income Californians 
permanent.

Meanwhile, business and 
anti-tax groups propose 
making local government 
tax increases more diffi-
cult by increasing their 
vote thresholds — paying 
homage to Prop. 13. But a 
measure placed on the ballot 
by the Legislature would tor-
pedo it by requiring a higher 
vote threshold for measures 
that raise tax increase vote 
thresholds.

That’s a clone of the Prop. 
13 duel 48 years ago. Some 
things never change.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The NBA season has finally come to a 
close, and the Sacramento Kings face an 
uncertain future in many ways. Their coach-
ing position is not among them however, with 
the announcement that Doug Christie will be 
retained for next season to mentor this group 
of veterans and youngsters one more time.

That decision comes with more than a 
few lifted eyebrows, as Christie came into 
question frequently this season with his deci-
sion making as it relates to rotations and
much more.

Case in point was Doug McDermott who 
literally sat out the fi rst half of the season, 
while fi nally getting playing time when half of 
the team went on the injured list. McDermott 
fi nished the season with 48 3-pointers on 39 
percent shooting from beyond the arc.

Yes, the Sacramento Kings and their fan 
base have endured a gut-wrenching season as 
they managed a paltry 22 wins, making the 
2025-26 season one of the worst since they 
landed in Sacramento over 40 years ago. 

But the anemic 22 wins in all fairness 
doesn’t tell the full story. 

Injuries to key players like Domantas 
Sabonis and Keegan Murray robbed 
Sacramento of having any legitimate run at 
the playoff s, and as a result coach Christie and 
his staff  had an unfettered opportunity to get 
a close look at the young talent on this team.

Players like Precious Achiuwa, Dylan 
Cardwell, Nique Cliff ord, Maxime Raynaud, 
Daequon Plowden, and even latecomer Killiam 
Hayes, made people sit up and take notice as 
they experienced NBA action under fi re.

All acquitted themselves admirably 
although truth be told they are likely to 
become effi  cient bench players, as opposed to 
bonafi de NBA starters. 

That is not all bad, as Domantas Sabonis, 
Keegan Murray, De’Andre Hunter, Russell 
Westbrook, DeMar DeRozan and Zach Lavine 
represent a core of starters that have a proven 
track record.

The question is, what will the upcoming 
draft bring the Kings, and will the draft lottery 
be kind to them?

Sacramento finished with the fourth-
worst record in the NBA tied with the 
Utah Jazz, so the likelihood of a high 
round draft choice although not a sure bet, 

is a defi nite possibility.
Someone of the caliber of a Cameron 

boozer, or A.J. Dybantsa would help cement 
the front court that the Kings have been in 
need of for many years.

Sacramento is banking that they made a 
good decision in trading for De’Andre Hunter, 
and by adding another big body to the front 
court in the upcoming draft, the Kings could 
take on an entirely diff erent look.

Domantas Sabonis remains the player that 
brings legitimacy to the starting unit, but 
question marks remain as to whether Russell 
Westbrook and Zach Lavine will return for a 
second season.

Westbrook continues to defy mother 
nature, averaging 15 points, five boards 
and 6.7 assists while logging an average 
of 29 minutes per game. His leadership and
eff ervescent attitude were unmistakable, and 
many are looking at him as a future coach in 
some capacity. 

Are we disappointed in the 22-win season? 
Of course we are. But the handwriting is on 
the wall, and all eyes turn to G.M. Scott Perry 
as the Sacramento fan base pause in unison to 
see what skills he can bring to this team in the 
upcoming draft.

Last season brought the Kings Nique 
Cliff ord and Maxime Raynaud, and although 
solid role players, the Sacramento Kings are 
in dire need of an impact player.

Will Scott Perry become the GM that every-
one wants to believe is the game changer for 
the Kings or will it be business as usual.

Another question mark for next season is 
much heralded Keegan Murray. While many 
considered this season to be likely his coming 
out year, injuries put that opportunity on the 
back burner, and that question will need to be 
answered next year.

I sat courtside and watched this former 
NCAA scoring champ drain 11 3-pointers in 
a row in his rookie season, fi nally ending the 
game with 12, setting an all-time Sacramento 
record for 3-pointers in a game. It was a mag-
ical night but left every fan wondering what 
the possible was.

Cross your fingers and say your prayers 
Sacramento fans, because answers to many 
questions are less than a month away!

All the best! 

The Season Is in the Books

If Either of us Die, Will the other 
Get a Social Security Survivor Benefit?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 79. 
My husband is also 79 and 
we both receive Social 
Security benefits. We were 
both married before, and 
we married each other 
at the age of 58. Am I to 
understand correctly that 
when either of us dies, 
the surviving spouse is 
not eligible to collect the 
deceased spouse’s Social 
Security benefits? Please 
correct me if I am wrong. 
Signed: Curious Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse: 
A surviving spouse only 
gets one benefit - either 
their own SS retirement 
amount, or their deceased 
spouse’s amount, which-
ever is more. So, the 
Social Security bene-
fit that the deceased was 
receiving at death will 
be paid to the surviv-
ing spouse, replacing any 
smaller SS payment the 
survivor was already col-
lecting. To be sure you 

are aware, the surviving 
spouse will also be eligi-
ble for a one-time lump 
sum death benefit of $255 
(I know it isn’t much, 
but it should be claimed 
anyway). 

Also, unless the surviv-
ing spouse was already 
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners 
were living, the surviv-
ing spouse will need to 
contact Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 (or at 
the local SS field office) 
to make an appointment 
to apply for their survivor 
benefit.

One other thing to be 
aware of since you were 
both married before: if 
either of you die, and 
your first marriage lasted 
at least 10 years and your 
ex-spouse has also died, 
the surviving spouse will 
have a choice to collect 
a survivor benefit from 
either the ex-spouse, 
or the most recently 
deceased spouse, which-
ever amount is more. 
But, again, you can only 
collect one benefit pay-
ment as  a  surviving 
spouse – either from your 
ex-spouse or from your 
recently deceased spouse, 
whichever benefi t  is 
higher.

FYI, survivor bene-
fits are a confusing area 
of Social Security, so you 

might also find informa-
tive this article I recently 
published, as it goes more 
deeply into surviving 
spouse benefits (includ-
ing benefits for surviving 
minor children and sur-
viving adult disabled 
children). Read the arti-
cle titled “Demystifying 
Social Security Survivor 
B e n e f i t s ”  a t  w w w.
amacfoundation.org/
demystifying-social-se-
curity-survivor-benefits/.  
Of course, if you have 
any further questions, 
please contact  us at 
1.888.750.2622, or email 
us at SSadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. There 
is never a fee for our 
services.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Secur i ty  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-dvisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. 

Social Security Matters
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Capital Region Small Business Awards 
Set for May 6 at Memorial Auditorium

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento County Office of 
Economic Development, the U.S. 
Small Business Administration 
(SBA), the City of Sacramento’s 
Office of Innovation and 
Economic Development and 
the California State Treasurer’s 
Office invite the public to 
attend the Capital Region Small 
Business Awards, a premier 
luncheon and business expo cel-
ebrating the entrepreneurs and 
small businesses that power the 
regional economy.

The event will take place 
Wednesday, May 6, at the his-
toric Memorial Auditorium as 
part of Capital Region Small 
Business Week, which falls 
during National Small Business 
Week (May 3–9, 2026).

Attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to connect with fellow 
business owners, exchange 
insights and celebrate the 
achievements of this year’s award 
recipients. The event will fea-
ture a business expo highlighting 
available resources and services 
designed to support small busi-
ness growth across the region.

National Small Business 
Week highlights the critical role 
small businesses play in driv-
ing innovation, creating jobs and 
strengthening communities across 
the country.

The Capital Region Small 
Business Awards is the signa-
ture regional celebration that 
brings together local leaders and 
entrepreneurs whose innova-
tion, resilience and community 
impact continue to strengthen the 
Sacramento region.

“Small businesses shape 
the character and strength 

of our communities,” said 
Crystal Bethke, Director of the 
Sacramento County Office of 
Economic Development. “This 
event is all about celebrating 
those leading the way in growth 
and impact.”

Leaders from local, state and 
federal agencies echoed Bethke’s 
comments.

“Small businesses are essential 
to Sacramento’s economic vitality 
and to the vibrancy of our neigh-
borhoods,” said Sacramento City 
Manager Maraskeshia Smith. 
“We are proud to partner in this 
year’s Capital Region Small 
Business Awards to recognize 
the entrepreneurs and innovators 
who are driving growth, creating 
jobs and shaping the future of our 
region. Their impact is felt across 
our community, and we remain 
committed to supporting their 
continued success.”

U . S .  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s 
Administration’s Sacramento 
Director Heather Luzzi added, 
“On behalf of the U.S. Small 

Business  Adminis t ra t ion’s 
Sacramento District Office, it is 
my great honor to congratulate 
the outstanding Small Business 
Awardees from our region. These 
exceptional entrepreneurs and 
businesses exemplify the inno-
vation, resilience and community 
impact that make America’s 36.2 
million small business sector the 
engine of our economy. Their 
achievements not only strengthen 
our local communities across 
northeastern California but also 
highlight the vital role small busi-
nesses play in creating jobs and 
building a stronger future for all. 
We are proud to celebrate their 
success during National Small 
Business Week and look forward 
to their continued contributions.”

California Treasurer Fiona Ma, 
CPA said, “California’s small 
businesses are the backbone of 
our economy, driving innovation, 
creating jobs and strengthening 
communities across the Capital 
Region. This event is a power-
ful reminder of the talent and 

innovation found in our small 
business community. We are 
honored to celebrate these out-
standing entrepreneurs and 
remain dedicated to helping them 
access the Capital and support 
they need to continue growing 
and creating opportunity in the 
region and across California.”

“National Small Business 
Week celebrates the resilience, 
innovation and pride of America’s 
small businesses,” said U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 
Pacific Regional Administrator 
Steven Snow. “Their dedication 
powers our economy, builds a 
stronger middle class and helps 
communities across the nation 
grow and prosper.”

The Sacramento County Office 
of Economic Development 
is pleased to announce the 
2026 Sacramento County 
Changemaker Awardee, recog-
nizing an exemplary business 
in the unincorporated County 
for its leadership, innovation 
and meaningful contributions 

to the community. This year’s 
Changemaker of the Year is 
Black Widow Tattoo Studio, 
located in North Highlands, cel-
ebrated for its positive impact 
and dedication to the local 
community.

In addition, the 2026 Small 
Business Award honorees high-
light the very best of the Capital 
Region’s small business commu-
nity. Region IX, which includes 
California, Arizona, Nevada, 
Hawaii, Guam and the Northern 
Mariana Islands, will recognize 
White Bear Construction, Inc. of 
Alturas as Rural Small Business 
of the Year and Thermal 
Conductive Bonding, Inc. of 
Sacramento as Manufacturer of 
the Year.

The SBA Sacramento District 
Office will honor several out-
standing local  businesses 
and organizations, includ-
ing Creekside Commercial 
Builders, Inc. of McClellan as 
Contractor of the Year, Capital 
Airshow Group of Sacramento 
as Non-Profit of the Year 
and Trinity Builders, LLC of 
Plumas Lake as Veteran-Owned 
Small Business of the Year. J 
Vollbrecht Consulting Inc. of 
Escalon will be recognized as 
Woman-Owned Small Business 
of the Year and Maqsood Ali 
of TSI Engineering, Inc. in 
North Highlands will receive 
the Small Businessperson of 
the Year award. These honorees 
exemplify excellence, innova-
tion and a strong commitment to 
the Capital Region’s economic 
growth.

To register for the event visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
capital-region-small-busi-
ness-awards-tick-
ets-1985390469339?aff=oddtdt-
creator&keep_tld=true.   

The event will take place Wednesday, May 6, at the historic Memorial Auditorium as part of Capital Region Small 
Business Week, which falls during National Small Business Week. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

Sacramento’s First Integrated Healthcare Campus 
for Medi-Cal and Uninsured Residents Breaks Ground

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento County and 
WellSpace Health leaders marked 
a significant step forward in 
expanding access to behavioral 
health services April 7, break-
ing ground on a new Community 
Wellness Campus in South 
Sacramento.

The 13-acre campus, located 
in the Little Saigon community, 
represents a major investment 
in addressing the growing need 
for behavioral, dental and physi-
cal health care across the region, 
especially for residents who rely 
on Medi-Cal or remain uninsured. 
County leaders joined project 
partners and community members 
for a ceremonial groundbreaking, 
highlighting the continued focus 
on building a more connected and 
accessible system of care.

“ T h i s  p r o j e c t  r e f l e c t s 
Sacramento County’s commit-
ment to meeting people where 

they are and expanding access 
to critical behavioral health 
services,” said District Two 
Supervisor, Patrick Kennedy. 
“As the need continues to grow, 
investments like this help ensure 
our community members can get 
the care and support they need.”

The first phase of the proj-
ect includes a 32-bed Mental 
Health Rehabilitation Center 
(MHRC), designed to provide 
24-hour residential treatment for 

adults who need a higher level 
of behavioral health care. The 
facility will include residen-
tial living spaces, treatment and 
group rooms and outdoor areas to 
support recovery in a stable, sup-
portive environment. The 24,700 
square foot facility will also pro-
vide residential treatment for 
adults who require mental health-
care beyond what is currently 
offered at WellSpace Health’s 
Co-Occur r ing  Behav io ra l 

Health Continuum.
The $23.57 million needed for 

the construction of the MHRC 
comes from round 3 of the 
State of California’s Behavioral 
Health Continuum Infrastructure 
Program (BHCIP) grant. In 
addition, the County will pro-
vide a required grant match of 
$1.98 million.

Once complete, WellSpace 
Health will operate the facil-
ity, with Sacramento County 

maintaining priority access to 
available beds. This partnership 
will help streamline how individu-
als are connected to care, reducing 
barriers and improving outcomes 
for those in need of services.

“ T h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h 
Rehabilitation Center is essential 
to Sacramento County’s com-
mitment to improving behavioral 
health services and addressing 
the growing need for behavioral 
healthcare across the region,” said 
Dr. Ryan Quist, Behavioral Health 
Services Director for Sacramento 
County. “This stable and sup-
portive living environment for 
individuals in recovery will help 
break down the traditional barri-
ers to behavioral health treatment 
and support. With their history 
in behavioral health services, 
WellSpace Health will be a great 
partner for this resource.”

The facility is expected to open 
in 2027. To learn more about cur-
rent and upcoming projects visit 
https://dhs.saccounty.gov/BHS/
Pages/BHS-Home.aspx.   

Sacramento County and WellSpace Health leaders broke ground on a new Community Wellness Campus in South 
Sacramento on April 7. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

SCOE Hosts Fourth Annual Early Learning Conference
‘Belonging by Design, Powered by STEAM’

Sacramento County Office 
of Education News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - High-
quality early learning experiences 
matter deeply because they help 
lay the foundation for children’s 
lifelong learning, development and 
sense of belonging. Events like the 
annual Early Learning conference 
create important space for educa-
tors to learn together, share ideas 
and strengthen the practices that 
help all young children thrive.

On Saturday, March 21, the 
Sacramento County Office of 
Education (SCOE) Early Learning 

department proudly hosted the 4th 
Annual Early Learning: At the 
Heart of It All conference, bring-
ing together more than 250 early 
learning and care professionals 
who serve children from infancy 
through kindergarten. This year’s 
theme, “Belonging by Design. 
Powered by STEAM,” highlighted 
the powerful role science, tech-
nology, engineering, art and math 
can play in creating learning envi-
ronments where all children feel 
included, engaged and supported. 
The conference offered a full day 
of learning, connection and joyful 
exploration, featuring a keynote 

and masterclass by UC Irvine 
Professor Dr. Andres Bustamante. 
His presentations helped set the 
tone for the day by emphasizing 
the value of meaningful, interactive 
learning experiences that nurture 
both curiosity and belonging.

Participants also attended one 
of two breakout sessions focused 
on hands-on, interactive learn-
ing. Together, these sessions 
demonstrated how STEAM can 
naturally support inclusion by 
offering multiple ways for chil-
dren with different strengths, 
interests and learning needs to 
participate, express themselves 

and thrive. All were excited to 
bring back new ideas to imple-
ment in a wide variety of settings, 
such as family childcare homes, 
preschool centers, district class-
rooms and after-school programs. 
State partners from the California 
Department of Education and 
Department of Social Services 
joined the fun.

A special highlight of the con-
ference was the Count, Play, 
Explore STEAM Room, designed 
and facilitated by the SCOE Early 
Learning team. In this interactive 
space, participants explored mate-
rials and activities independently 

while facilitators stood nearby to 
support, guide and explain key 
learning elements. The room gave 
educators a chance to experience 
the kind of playful, engaging and 
inclusive learning environment 
that helps young children feel a 
true sense of belonging.

From inspiring presentations 
and interactive sessions to shared 
meals, playful learning and mean-
ingful connections, the day 
reflected SCOE Early Learning’s 
commitment to supporting edu-
cators and advancing high-quality 
early learning experiences for 
all children. 
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Continuing through  
Thursday, May 21

Fireworks Vendor Applications 
Accepted – The City of Galt is accept-
ing applications for organizations that 
wish to sell fireworks on city property. 
Applications for fireworks permits are 
available in the City Clerk’s Office, 380 
Civic Drive; city’s website, cityofgalt.org; 
or email clerk@cityofgalt.org.  All appli-
cations and required attachments must 
be completed and received by the City 
Clerk’s Office no later than 5 p.m. May 21.

Applicants must be a community-based, 
resident 501(c) (3), (4), (6) or (7) nonprofit 
organization promoting and providing ser-
vices to residents and/or businesses.

The lottery will be held Monday, June 
1 in the City Clerk’s office and will deter-
mine the rank order for placement at the 
bottom of the master list for those eligi-
ble nonprofit organizations not already 
included in the master list.

Continuing through 
 Sunday, April 19

California Bluegrass Association 
Spring Campout – at the Lodi Grape 
Festival grounds. Join us for pickin’ and 
singin’ with good friends old and new. 
Bring your RV to stay a while or join 
us just for a day. This year’s campout 
includes the California State Old Time 
Open Fiddle & Picking Championships 
on Friday and Saturday. Tickets and more 
information at californiabluegrass.org. 413 
E. Lockeford St., Lodi. 

Friday, April 17 through 
Sunday, April 26

“High School Musical” – presented by 
Tokay High School. Get ready for a feel-
good night at the theater. This high-energy 
production delivers all the fun you love, 
with catchy songs and lively choreog-
raphy. Runs Friday-Sunday each week. 
Tickets and more information at visit-
lodi.com. Sydney Halsey Theater, 1111 W. 
Century Blvd., Lodi.

Friday, April 17
Tacos & Tequila – 6 p.m. at St. 

Bernadette’s Church. Community Center 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
(CCBVI) hosts this event to raise reve-
nue to support scholarships for youth with 
blindness or low vision. Dinners include 
tacos, rice, beans, chips, salsa and water. 

Choose between tequila shots or mock-
tails. Tickets available at ticketstripe.com/
tacosandtequila-2026. 2555 Country Club 
Blvd., Stockton. 

Saturday, April 18
Community Garage Sale – 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at the Galt Market grounds. Cleaning 
out the house? Turn your gently used 
items into cash. Join us as a seller and 
connect with shoppers looking for second-
hand treasures. This event is dedicated to 
resale and garage sale items only. No new 
merchandise is permitted. Spaces are lim-
ited. Reserve your booth today by calling 
209-366-7168 or email vlesley@cityof-
galt.org.  610 Chabolla Ave.

Guided Paddle along the Cosumnes 
River – 9 a.m. to noon at the Cosumnes 
River Preserve. Join experienced natural-
ists for a leisurely paddle up the Cosumnes 
River and its peaceful sloughs. Bring your 
own boat (canoe, kayak, SUP), paddle 
and PFD. Register at Eventbrite.com. We 
will meet at the Cosumnes River Preserve 
Visitor Center parking lot. 13501 Franklin 
Blvd. 

Barnyard Biofest – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at World of Wonders Science Museum. 
Scientists of all ages are invited to a spe-
cial hands-on event focused on exploring 
ecosystems through real-world connec-
tions. This interactive experience helps 
guests to understand how animals, habitats 
and humans all work together to maintain 
a healthy, balanced environment. Tickets 
and more information at wowsciencemu-
seum.org. 2 N. Sacramento St., Lodi.

Victorian Tea – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
hosted by the Women’s Club of Lodi. 
Step into a bygone era and experience an 
afternoon of timeless elegance at Lodi’s 
beloved 13th annual event. Guests are 
encouraged to embrace the spirit of the 
event by wearing tea attire or a favor-
ite hat: perfect for adding to the festive 
and elegant atmosphere. Proceeds pro-
vide funding for scholarships and local 
charities. Tickets and information at 209-
747-3212. 325 W. Pine St., Lodi.

Sunday, April 19
Stockton Earth Day Festival – 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. at Victory Park. Join us for this 
popular community event that helps peo-
ple recognize the importance of caring 
for our planet and its natural resources. 
The theme of this year’s festival is “Our 

Power, Our Planet.” Through diverse and 
engaging exhibitions, hands-on activities, 
and arts and entertainment, the community 
gets together to learn how to address envi-
ronmental issues affecting us locally and 
nationally. Attendance is free. More infor-
mation at earthdaystockton.com. 1001 N. 
Pershing & Argonne, Stockton.

Annual Sikh Parade and Festival – 
noon to 4:30 p.m. at the Stockton Sikh 
Temple. Every year, rain or shine, an 
increasing number of Sikh devotees and 
spectators flock to the Temple for festiv-
ities and the time-honored tradition of 
Nagar Kirtan, a parade featuring devo-
tional hymns. All are welcomed to this 
free event. 1930 S. Grant St., Stockton. 

Friday, April 24 through 
Sunday, April 26

San Joaquin Asparagus Festival – 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday at the San Joaquin 
County Fairgrounds. Bring your family 
and friends and enjoy Asparagus Alley 
treats, kids’ zone with carnival rides and 
games, monster truck rides, vendors and 
more. Tickets and more information at 
sanjoaquinasparagusfestival.net. 1658 S. 
Airport Way, Stockton.

Saturday, April 25  
and Sunday, April 26

Spring Makers' Fair – 10 a.m.  to 4 
p.m. each day at Lavender Estates. Get 
ready for a weekend of shopping, creativ-
ity, community and lavender bliss. Explore 
handcrafted treasures from local mak-
ers; there’s something for everyone. And 
remember to stop by our all-things-laven-
der farm store for products that will bring 
a touch of serenity to your home. 9050 
Tavernor Road, Wilton. 

Ongoing Events
Galt Café & Cars – every sec-

ond Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon at 
Café Latte. Open to cars, trucks, bicy-
cles, motorcycles and anything else with 
wheels. Next event is Saturday, May 9. 
1000 C St.

Senior Bingo – most Mondays except 
holidays, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Chabolla 
Community Center. Free play for seniors. 
Come for the fun and socialization. Next 
date Monday, April 20. 600 Chabolla Ave. 

Twin Cities Cruisers Cars and Coffee 
– last Sunday of every month, 8 a.m. to 11 

a.m. at “Life’s Grind” coffee house in the 
Raley’s shopping center. All makes and 
models are welcome. 10420 Twin Cities 
Road.

Widowed Persons Social Club – 
April 17, 10 a.m.: Pinochle at Elk Grove 
United Methodist Church, 8986 Elk Grove 
Blvd. A small donation to the church is 
expected.  Contact Jim at 916-768-1923. 

April 22, 1 p.m., Book club at Elk 
Grove United Methodist Church, 8986 
Elk Grove Blvd.  A small donation to the 
church is expected. Contact Merrylyn at 
916-549-4264.

April 23, Noon: No-host lunch and 
Bunco at Patty’s Pizza, 8591 Elk Grove 
Blvd. Contact Lois at 916-212-4196 or 
Susie at 916-798-0007.

April 24, 10 a.m.: Mixed variety game 
day at Elk Grove United Methodist 
Church, 8986 Elk Grove Blvd. A small 
donation to the church is expected. 
Contact Gerri at 916-698-1940.

April  29,  5 p.m.,  Catt lemen’s 
Steakhouse, 9105 W. Stockton Blvd, Elk 
Grove. Contact Addie at 916-682-3609.

A widowed person may attend up to 
three events while deciding if they wish to 
join WPSC. Contact Bonnie at 916-422-
1522 if you are interested in membership.

Veterans Meetings
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P o s t  5 5 , 

Veterans and Auxiliary Units – fourth 
Wednesdays;  dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 
p.m. Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center 
Drive, Elk Grove. Breakfast: second 
Saturday, 8-10 a.m., 8830 Sharkey Ave., 
Elk Grove.

American Legion Post 233 and 
Auxiliary Unit 233 – fourth Thursdays, 7 
p.m., Elks Lodge, 9240 Survey Road, Elk 
Grove. Dinner at 6 p.m. 

Post 233 Family Breakfast – first 
Saturdays at 9 a.m., Mimi’s Café. 

Sons of the American Legion, 
Squadron 233 – first Monday each month 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Veterans Hall, 8230 
Civic Center Drive, Elk Grove.

Marine Corps League Detachment 
#1238 – first Thursday each month. 
Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., District56 
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive, 
Elk Grove.

VFW Post 2073 – second Thursday. 
Dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., District56 
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic Center Drive, 
Elk Grove. � H

ABOUT TOWN

Advertise in 
your local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533

Visit: mpg8.com

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Painting

Yard Sale? 
Garage Sale?

Advertise it in 
your local  

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Home Improvement

Help Wanted

Visit: mpg8.com

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

Landscaping

Insurance

Save up to 50%  
on your auto, commercial,  

home insurance. 
Florin Rd 916-394-2525 
Natomas 916-286-7766 
Northgate 916-245-3525 

 

  License #0E14616

Baja Insurance Services, Inc. 
P/C Insurance licensed agents. 

Email resume to  
salsr@bajains.com.  

916-607-9787

Collectibles 
Cash Paid for: 

Shoeboxes of Old 1950s 
and 1960s Baseball Cards                                           

916-698-0666

Galt Yard Sales
Three Palms Mobile Park 604 
Pringle Ave(inside clubhouse) 
Saturday 18, 8am-2pm. Craft, 
collectibles, jelly, cakes, jew-
elry: something for everyone.

Landscaping
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It’s got sleek lines and a powerful 
engine; its name speaks of wild places 
and adventurous times. For generations 
it was the car of choice for action heroes 
and spies alike; even James Bond drove 
one in the movie “Goldfinger.” For some 
it was the very flavor of summer sunsets 
and night drives on youth’s misadven-
tures, but it always brought them home 
safely. 

I am talking about the Ford Mustang, of 
course, and today, National Ford Mustang 
Day celebrates this incredible and iconic 
piece of American engineering.

The Ford Mustang was first introduced 
to the world in April 1964. The World’s 
Fair in New York was in full swing, and 
this car was Ford’s introduction as the 
car of the future. The introduction of the 
Mustang also was the introduction of 
the first Pony Car, to wit, a line of small 
sporty cars with sleek lines and an afford-
able price tag.

 Sales of the Mustang proved that this 
car was going to become an American 
favorite, with well over 400,000 sales 
in the first year it was in produc-
tion, an unprecedented success for an 

unprecedented vehicle. 
The muscle car of the time was the 

Thunderbird, and that beauty was the 
one that every serious sports car fanatic 
wanted to own. The Mustang came into 
existence with the idea not of replacing 
that vehicle but instead putting its like 
within reach of the working class. Such 
was its popularity that over 500 clubs cel-
ebrating the Mustang came into existence 
within just years of its release. This is the 
kind of fanaticism that’s usually saved for 
classic cars, but the Mustang just rolled 
right in and took its place as a new classic 
right off the bat. 

Such was the popularity of the Mustang 
that 60 years later over 9 million of 
them have been sold, and National Ford 
Mustang Day celebrates this vehicle 
that came out of nowhere to become an 

American institution.
All over the country (and indeed, all 

over the world) festivals and celebrations 
are held that honor this vehicle. Sixty 
years of different models of this line are 
brought out by enthusiasts, most main-
tained in impeccable shape, standing as an 
icon of their time. National Ford Mustang 
Day presents an opportunity to really 
appreciate what American engineering 
can do, and how a car can change the face 
of the automotive industry.

Oh! I have such fond memories of the 
’64, maybe ‘65 red Mustang sporting 
white interior and white rag top owned 
by my friend’s dad. He would let us drive 
it to run errands if we got all her home 
chores done. and coming from a small 
town up north we thought we were “all 
that and a bag of chips” driving it around. 
Fun times and great memories.

***
On a totally different note, today is 

also National Clean Out Your Medicine 
Cabinet Day. I’ll bet you didn’t know 
there is a day for that. Whoa! Are med-
icine cabinets still around? Well, if you 

have one, then today is the day you need 
to give it a much-needed cleaning. 

Remove any and all expired over the 
counter and prescription drugs to keep 
your family safe. Plus, remove those half-
used little sample packets of cologne, 
soaps and dental items, and sample bottles 
of shampoo, conditioner and hair spray. 
Toss those one-time-use razors that you 
have used 10 times already. 

And do you really need all those 
multi-colored eye shadows and lipsticks 
that that you used once and thought never 
again? But yet you are still hanging on to 
them. Toss them: out they go. Y

our medicine cabinet needs a good wipe 
down and now you can store what you 
want to keep and be satisfied with a job 
well done.

***
Word to the wise – Mother’s Day is in 

a bit more than three weeks. It may be a 
good time to start planning Mom’s special 
day. Candy, flowers and dinner is a good 
start.

Until next week – be strong, be coura-
geous, make memories.� H
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     HAPPENINGS
with Beth Siegalkoff

Herald

Baptist
Where truth 

changes lives.

Where God’s Word is taught.
Where God meets you - where 

you’re at.

9:45 a.m. - Bible School
For All Ages

11 a.m. - Family Worship Hr.

Pastor Scott McCann
Hwy. 104 & Conley Rd. One 

mile east of Arcohe School

(209) 748-2242

To advertise contact us at  
209-745-1551or lezet.vidauri@mpg8.com

Worship with us!
Grace & Discipleship ~ Revelation 12:17 

Galt Adventist Church

       
 

7791-547/902 
     Pastor, Jim Witcome

619 Myrtle Ave 
Galt, CA 95632

 gnitacudE for Eternity
               Galt Adventist School 

         Lisa Willis, Principal ~ galtadventistschool@gmail.com 

Church
Directory

                 916-613-6113 
       Pastor, Abel Alvarado 

     619 Myrtle Ave. Galt, CA 95632 
        
      English and Spanish Services

Serving Galt and Sacramento County since 1901

The Galt Herald is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of The Galt Herald to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed 
on these pages are those of the authors and 
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.
The Galt Herald is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of 
The Galt Herald are copyrighted. Ownership of all 
advertising created and/or composed by the Galt 
Herald is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained 
from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to The Galt Herald, 
217 Fourth Street, Galt, CA 95632. Subscription rate 
is $52 per year within Galt, $72 within Sacramento 
County.
The Galt Herald is published weekly. 
Call our main office (916) 773-1111 for more 
information. Visit www.MPG8.com. 

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

WATER WELLS

BOB LIEBIG
PUMP SERVICE

10062 NEW HOPE ROAD, GALT
Contractor’s License No. 425554

PHONE (209) 745-2787

AUTO GLASS

LODI              (209) 333-2601
STOCKTON   (209) 466-4901

GALT
(209) 745-4941

McSparren Auto Glass
• Windshield Chip Repair
• Direct Insurance Billing
• Tractors, RV’s & Semi’s

Family owned and 
operated since 1986

“Your one stop shop for auto glass”

TREE SERVICE

www.jordanstreeservice.net • jordanstreeservice@yahoo.com

Claudia Jordan
(209) 210-8221

Nacho Gutierrez 
(209) 2108022

Local,  
Woman-Owned 

Company

• Full-Service 
Tree Removal

• Artistic 
Shaping and 

Trimming

• Stump 
Grinding
• 24-Hour 

Emergency 
ServiceCSL #1076959

STUMP GRINDING

FURNITURE

Complete 
Home  
FurnisHing

835 “C” Street #100, Galt  •  (209) 745-1827  •  Fax (209) 745-9596

Financing Available Now On Approved Credit 
No Interest for 12-18 Months

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, Sunday 12:00 Noon-5pm

GARAGE DOORS

residential • commercial • service • repair

installation •automatic gate systems

kenny robbins        630 fairway ste. #110        galt, cA                   
Monday-friday 8am-5pm

   cA state lic. 632916

robbins’ 
quality garage doors

(209) 744-1159                                              fax (209) 744-1160

CALL A PROFESSIONAL 

TIRES

9810  Waterman Rd., Elk Grove • 686-6651 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Hours: 
Mon-Sat 
8am-5pm

RV 

Service

AUTO BODY

CALL Jessie –  
FREE ESTIMATES 209-210-0625

BEST PRICE 
Stump  

Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

It’s the Mighty Mustang’s Big Day

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S
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A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
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A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today
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COMICS & PUZZLES

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • LEGENDARY ATHLETES
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Capital of Tibet
6. Templeton of “Char-
lotte’s Web”
9. Maisie Williams on 
“Game of Thrones”
13. Poisonous plant
14. UN labor grp.
15. George Orwell to 
Eric Arthur Blair
16. Movie genre
17. Shark part
18. Ax mark
19. *First Native Ameri-
can to win Olympic Gold
21. *The Great One of 
hockey
23. Be indisposed
24. Disfigure
25. Du Bois’ initials
28. Hoodwink
30. Baking soda
35. Bypass
37. “Breaking Bad” 
product
39. Spelunker
40. Orchestra member
41. Charles Dickens’ 
“____ House”
43. Family room staple
44. Like United States 
Capitol
46. “Cogito ____ sum”
47. Tongue-____
48. Stockholm dwellers
50. *Tiger Woods has 
won this award the 
most times
52. On the wagon
53. Silage
55. Almond-induced 
state?
57. *Jordan or Phelps
61. *Female player with 
most Open Era Grand 
Slams
64. Infant’s woe
65. Seafood selection
67. Practical
69. Stopped sleeping
70. Pigeon sound
71. *Most decorated 
gymnast
72. Red, or excessively 
bureaucratic, one
73. End of a fuse?
74. Balance sheet entry

DOWN
1. Drug in “Fear and Loath-
ing in Las Vegas”
2. John Mellencamp’s 
“____ So Good”
3. Nanny in East Asia
4. Polynesian island 
country
5. Tick or mite
6. Abundant
7. *Boxer a.k.a. The Peo-
ple’s Champion
8. Kingdom in South Pacific
9. Loads (2 words)
10. Nabisco cracker
11. Noisy talk
12. Like Zombie’s skin color
15. Low on hemoglobin
20. Perfectly vertical
22. Adam’s body part
24. Measured, like electric-
ity on utility bill
25. *Tied for most PGA 
Tour wins
26. Curve like a bow
27. Biotic community
29. *O Rei of soccer
31. Throw a line
32. Steer clear of
33. Send to a specialist, 

e.g.
34. *NFL’s 7-time Super 
Bowl champion
36. Got ready to drive
38. Old witches, usually
42. Small steep-sided hill, 
in Africa
45. Vandalize
49. Johnny Nash’s “I Can 
____ See Clearly Now”
51. West African people
54. Choose by vote
56. Abominable snowmen
57. Med. sch. requirement
58. *Hall of Famer Bob 
Feller’s home state
59. Hoofbeat sound
60. Nature walk
61. Narrow aperture
62. Zilches
63. Away from wind
66. Many, many moons
68. Approx.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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FEATURE YOUR EVENT!
STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

Messenger Publishing Group

QUICK, EASY,  
TARGETED, EFFECTIVE!

WWW.GALTHERALD.COM

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’  
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”  
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE 
FULL LANDING PAGE 
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT  
INFORMATION! 

PRICING VARIES 
DEPENDING ON  
THE NUMBER OF 
WEBSITES WHERE 
YOUR EVENT 
APPEARS, LENGTH  
OF TIME YOUR EVENT 
 IS FEATURED.

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL  
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM  
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

29 WEBSITES  

IN THE GREATER  

SACRAMENTO  

AREA TO  

CHOOSE FROM

COPY THE URL  
OF YOUR EVENT 

LANDING PAGE TO 

INCLUDE IN YOUR  

ADS, & EMAILS, 

During the time period of April 7 
to April 13, Galt Police received and 
responded to a variety of calls, resulting 
in six arrests.

April 7 
7:42 a.m., Theft reported, Oak Avenue.
8:57 a.m., Parole/Probation Search/

Adult Arrest, Raven Brook Drive.
1:12 p.m., Vehicle Accident-Injury, 

Chabolla Avenue/South Lincoln Way.

April 8 
10:20 a.m., Warrant Served/Adult 

Arrest, Little Caesars Pizza, C Street.
10:54 a.m., Vehicle Accident-Injury, 

Galt Market on Meladee Lane.

April 9 
3:47 a.m., Domestic Violence/Adult 

Arrest, Smith Rentals on 2nd Street.

April 11
11:57 a.m., Burglary-Auto reported, 

Galt Food Center on A Street: Window 

broken out of black Kia and money was 
taken from the glove compartment.

April 12
1:27 p.m., Stolen Vehicle reported, 

Vintage Oak Avenue.
3:01 p.m., Battery reported, F Street/2nd 

Street: Male adult with “rat tail hair,” 
wearing all red in a black Honda Accord; 
in road rage incident with reporting party. 
Reporting party’s car was blocked; a 
Gatorade bottle allegedly was thrown at 
him. Subject then allegedly punched the 
window out of driver side and punched 
reporting party in the face. Reporting party 
refused case report.

6:10 p.m., Theft reported, Tractor 
Supply Company on Twin Cities Road.

April 13 
10:48 a.m., Narcotics Violation/Adult 

Arrest, G Street.
3:02 p.m., Warrant Served/Adult Arrest, 

Lariat Loop.� H

POLICE LOGS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-02199

Daniel R Moreno, 788 Buttercup 
Circle, Galt, CA 95632 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Data Linx 
Solutions” 788 Buttercup Circle, 
Galt, CA 95632. Filed with the 
Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 19, 2026
Publish: March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 2026
DATA 4-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01692

Martin Padilla, P.O. Box 289, 
Wilton, CA 95693 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Padilla 

Performance Prospects” 13020 
Cherokee Lane, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
27, 2026
Publish: March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 2026
PADILLA 4-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01719

Field Latitude, LLC, 2108 N. 
Street Suite N, Sacramento, CA 
95816 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Beutler Fine Art Photography/
Jonathan Beutler Photography” 
2108 N. Street Suite N, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 2, 2026
Publish: April 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026
BEUTLER 4-24-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2026-01692

Martin Padilla, P.O. Box 289, 
Wilton, CA 95693 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Padilla 
Performance Prospects” 13020 
Cherokee Lane, Galt, CA 
95632. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
27, 2026
Publish: April 17, 24, May 1, 8, 2026
PADILLA 5-8-26

LEGAL ADVERTISING 2508 Garfield Ave. • Ste. A
Carmichael, CA 95608

The Galt Herald Adjudicated For and By the County of Sacramento,
Case No. 93246 - October 14, 1910

Legal Advertising
916-483-0946

Friday, April 17
Galt Sunrise Rotary, 7 a.m., Comfort Inn & Suites, 10380 Twin Cities Road, 

209-745-6617.
Tuesday, April 21

CANCELED: Galt City Council, 6 p.m., Council Chambers.� H

MEETING MINDERS

Story and photo  
by Paige Lampson  
Sports Editor

GALT, CA (MPG) - Brian 
Bowling did not need 
much convincing. When 
the head coaching posi-
tion opened for the Liberty 
Ranch boys golf program, 
his son – a freshman on the 
team – encouraged him to 
apply. So did the friends he 
regularly plays golf with. 
And when the opportu-
nity presented itself to give 
back to a community he 
cares deeply about while 
supporting young athletes, 
Bowling decided the time 
was right.

“I was already familiar 
with several of the players 
and aware of the success 
the program had under 
Coach Turpin,” Bowling 
said. “It felt like a natural 
opportunity to give back 
to the community, sup-
port these young athletes, 
and be part of something 
meaningful.”

This season, Bowling 
leads a squad of eight 
Hawks boys, a young ros-
ter with enormous potential 
and, by his own account, 
a future that looks even 
brighter than the present.

Bowling’s path to the 
sideline is shaped by nearly 
three decades of golfing 
and a lifetime of mentor-
ing that began long before 
he ever thought about 
coaching a high school 
team. During his college 
years, he returned home 
to help raise and coach his 
younger siblings, who went 
on to excel in both football 
and baseball. That expe-
rience, he says, sparked a 
lifelong appreciation for 

developing young athletes. 
“While I once consid-

ered a career in teaching, 
life took me in a different 
direction,” he said. “Now, 
more than 20 years later, 
I have two children of my 
own. My oldest is in his 
second year of college, and 
my youngest is a freshman 
on this team.”

His personal golf story 
stretches back about 30 
years, beginning with 
rounds alongside his grand-
parents in eighth grade and 
continuing through his 
high school years. Bowling 
had aspirations to compete 
in football at the collegiate 
level, but a serious leg 
injury in 1997 redirected 
his focus entirely toward 
golf. It proved to be a piv-
otal turn. Over the years he 
has maintained a 3-5 hand-
icap, competed in club 

events, team competitions 
and Northern California 
Golf Association events, 
and most recently partic-
ipated in a Sacramento 
4 - b a l l  q u a l i f i e r  i n 
Monterey. 

“Golf has become much 
more than a sport for me,” 
he said. “It’s a release, a 
challenge and a constant 
teacher. It has also played 
a role in my professional 
life, as many meaningful 
business relationships are 
built on the course.”

Bowling’s formal coach-
ing background is rooted in 
football, where he served 
as a team captain through 
high school before return-
ing home during college to 
coach his younger broth-
er’s Pop Warner teams 
and later assist at the high 
school level. He also man-
aged a Babe Ruth baseball 

team in Rio Vista that pro-
duced several successful 
seasons: not just compet-
itively, but in the personal 
development of its players. 

“All of these experi-
ences shape my approach,” 
he said. “Focus on funda-
mentals, lead by example 
and prioritize development 
both on and off the course.”

One of the most signifi-
cant developments of this 
season has been the team’s 
arrangement to practice 
and play at Woodbridge 
Country Club: a facility 
where Bowling now serves 
on the executive council. 
He is quick to clarify, how-
ever, that his involvement 
with the club came after 
his decision to coach. 

“When  I  app l i ed , 
my focus was entirely 
on coaching,” he said. 
Working alongside Coach 

Petersen, who is also con-
nected to Woodbridge, the 
two presented a vision to 
the club’s golf committee 
and board. The proposal 
was approved, and the 
results have exceeded 
expectations. “The players 
have represented them-
selves and the program 
with class, and the feed-
back from membership has 
been incredibly positive.”

The arrangement gives 
the Hawks access to one of 
the premier practice facil-
ities in the region, along 
with three distinct course 
layouts. But Bowling sees 
something beyond the 
physical advantages. 

“The club also offers 
something just as valu-
able: the opportunity 
for these young men to 
learn about professional-
ism, relationships and the 
social side of the game,” 
he said. “Many of our 
opponents don’t have that 
same level of experience 
here. Woodbridge is also 
home to some of the most 
accomplished golfers in 
the surrounding area, and 
those members are quick 
to offer words of encour-
agement or tips they’ve 
learned throughout their 
careers. That outside men-
toring can be invaluable.”

On the course, Bowling’s 
coaching philosophy cen-
ters on the fundamentals, 
particularly the short game. 

“Everyone wants to hit 
the ball farther, but real 
success comes from mas-
tering the short game,” he 
said. “We place a strong 
emphasis on putting, 
chipping and course man-
agement, because those are 
the areas that truly impact 

scores.” Equally important 
to him is the mental side 
of the game. “Golf tests 
your patience, focus and 
resilience. A bad shot is 
inevitable; the key is how 
you respond. Golf mirrors 
life in many ways. It chal-
lenges you, humbles you 
and forces you to grow.”

With a young roster, 
Bowling has placed an 
emphasis on building lead-
ership from within. He 
points to Hunter Rohner as 
someone who has set the 
standard, not just as one 
of the team’s top perform-
ers, but as a mentor to his 
teammates. 

“His willingness to help 
teammates, whether on the 
range or on the course, sets 
the standard for what we 
want this program to repre-
sent,” Bowling said.

His goals for the season 
extend beyond the score-
card. While competing for 
a league title is absolutely 
on the agenda, Bowling 
is equally invested in the 
growth he sees happening 
every day. 

“ In  a  shor t  t ime , 
I’ve seen every player 
improve ,  reach  per-
sonal milestones and 
contribute to the growth 
of their teammates,” he 
said.  “Championships 
are earned, but charac-
ter is built, and that’s what 
lasts.”

With nearly the entire 
roster expected to return 
next season, the future of 
Liberty Ranch boys’ golf 
under Bowling’s watch 
looks promising. For any-
one at Liberty Ranch still 
on the fence about pick-
ing up a club, his message 
is direct: Golf is a chal-
lenging and rewarding 
sport that tests and hum-
bles you, but it also gives 
back in ways that extend 
far beyond the course. 

For eight Hawks this 
spring, that lesson is 
already well underway at 
Woodbridge Country Club. 
� H

A New Voice on the Fairway: Bowling 
Takes the Helm of Liberty Ranch Boys Golf

Coach Brian Bowling poses with his two top golfers, Matthew Bowling and Hunter Rhoner.
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LOCALLOCAL SPORTSSPORTS
COVERAGECOVERAGE PRESENTED BY THE GALT HERALD

By Paige Lampson 
Sports Editor

EL DORADO, CA (MPG) - The 
Sierra Valley Conference’s 
second league meet of the 
2026 season delivered 
another afternoon of stand-
out performances from 
both Galt High and Liberty 
Ranch, with athletes from 
both programs earning 
top-five finishes across 
the track and field spec-
trum. Liberty Ranch senior 
Michael Lamson turned 
in perhaps the day’s most 
dominant individual effort, 
while Galt’s Morgan Jones 
continued to prove herself 
one of the most versatile 
athletes in the conference.

First Place 
Highlights

Lamson was the story 
of the day on the track, 
sweeping both hurdles 
events in impressive fash-
ion. The Liberty Ranch 
senior won the 110-meter 
hurdles in a personal best 

16.70 and followed it up 
with another first-place 
finish in the 300-meter hur-
dles, setting yet another 
personal best at 42.77. His 
dominance in both events 
on the same afternoon 
underscored why he is one 
of the most complete ath-
letes in the SVC.

In the field, Liberty 
Ranch junior  Daniel 
Swearinger claimed first 

in the shot put with a per-
sonal best heave of 39-09, 
a throw that continues to 
signal his development as 
one of the top field athletes 
in the league.

Galt Men’s 
Highlights

Sophomore  Ami l io 
Gomez had an outstand-
ing day for the Warriors, 
placing third in the var-
sity 100 meters at 11.81 
and third in the 200 meters 
with a personal best 24.83. 
Classmate Mark Grammer 
placed fifth in the 400 
meters at 55.85 and fifth 
in the 200 at 25.24. MC 
Azubuike finished ninth in 
the varsity 100 at 11.81 and 
took third in the high jump 
at 5-10.

In distance, Alejandro 
Herrera was steady as 
ever, placing third in the 
800 meters at 2:10.18 
and fourth in the 1600 
a t  4 :48.24.  Dominic 
Gonzalez backed him up 
with a sixth-place finish in 

the 800 at 2:14.28. Daniel 
Crownover and David 
Espinoza continued their 
strong distance work, with 
Crownover placing seventh 
in the 3200 at 11:38.51 and 
Espinoza ninth at 12:00.17.

The Galt men’s relay 
squads were competitive 
as well. The 4x100 team of 
Gomez, Grammer, Saelee 
and Azubuike placed 
fourth at 45.81, while the 
4x400 squad of Grammer, 
Gomez, Azubuike and 
McEwen finished fourth at 
3:48.88. The 4x800 team 
of Crownover, Espinoza, 
Gonzalez and Herrera 
earned second place with a 
strong 9:08.33.

Liberty Ranch 
Men’s Highlights
Beyond Lamson’s hur-

dles sweep, the Hawks had 
several other noteworthy 
performances. In the 300-
meter hurdles, freshman 
Gunnar Rohner placed sec-
ond with a personal best 
45.35 and Daniel Sosa 

added third at 47.18, giv-
ing Liberty Ranch a sweep 
of the top three spots in 
that event. 

The Hawks’ 4x100 relay 
team of Lamson, Sosa, 
Rangel and Ramos placed 
third at 44.99, and the 
4x400 squad of Lamson, 
Sosa, Rangel and Malakai 
Gomez took second at 
3:44.72.

Cutler Pérez placed third 
in the shot put with a per-
sonal best 39-03 and eighth 
in discus at a personal best 
87-10. Sophomore Kyvin 
Vang cleared a personal 
best 11-10 for second place 
in the pole vault.

Galt Women’s 
Highlights

Morgan Jones was once 
again the standout per-
former for Galt’s women, 
placing third in the 200 
meters with a personal best 
28.34, second in the 100-
meter hurdles at 17.74 and 
third in both the high jump 
at 4-08 and long jump at 
14-08.50: four top-three 
finishes in a single meet.

Kristine Meixner had 
an outstanding afternoon 
of her own, finishing sec-
ond in the varsity 100 
meters at 13.62, a season 
best. Emily Razo placed 
fifth in the 1600 at 6:03.62 
and fourth in the 3200 at 
13:43.84. The Galt wom-
en’s 4x800 relay team of 
Meixner, Aragon, Corral 
and Razo earned second 
place at 11:36.28, while the 
4x400 squad of Feilbach, 
Olivia Rodriguez, Kaylee 
Meixner and Kristine 

Meixner placed fourth at 
4:57.79.

Liberty Ranch 
Women’s Highlights

The Hawk women were 
equally impressive across 
the sprint events. Myleah 
Keiser placed third in the 
100 meters at 13.66, a per-
sonal best, while Kamrynn 
Blevins took fourth at 
13 .72 and Kimber ly 
Rodriguez sixth at 13.83. 
In the 200 meters, Blevins 
placed fourth at 28.68 and 
Rodriguez fifth at 28.86. 
Marwa Yosra ran a per-
sonal best 1:05.01 to place 
second in the 400 meters. 
The Liberty Ranch 4x100 
relay team of Keiser, 
Rodriguez, Blevins and 
Trujillo took second at 
52.35, and the 4x400 squad 
of Ayala, Yosra, Gorelick 
and Rodriguez placed third 
at 4:33.57.

In the hurdles, Faviola 
Vasquez turned in a strong 
showing with a personal 
best fourth place finish in 
the 100-meter hurdles at 
17.99 and fourth in the 300 
meter hurdles at 51.64. In 
the field, Arianna Barnes 
placed third in shot put at 
27-00 and fourth in dis-
cus at 79-07, while Kylin 
Keeler added seventh in 
shot put and seventh in 
discus.

Both programs now 
continue to build toward 
the championship portion 
of the SVC season, with 
momentum firmly on the 
side of athletes from both 
Galt High and Liberty 
Ranch. � H

Daniel Swearinger 
Liberty Ranch Track & Field

GALT HERALD ATHLETES  
OF THE WEEK

Photos by Paige Lampson

Michael Lamson
Liberty Ranch Track & Field

Michael Lamson runs the 110 hurdles at the SVC league meet. Courtesy photos

Warriors, Hawks Shine at SVC League Meet No. 2
Lamson Sweeps Hurdles, Jones Leads Galt Women in Strong Showing for Both Programs

Galt, Liberty Ranch Players Join Regional Team for Off-Season Play

By Paige Lampson 
Sports Editor

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The football sea-
son may be over, but for 
a handful of local players 
from Galt High School and 
Liberty Ranch, the work 
never stopped. Three area 
athletes – Liberty Ranch 
quarterback Ryan Ogas, 
Galt High quarterback 
Robert Rubio and Liberty 
Ranch receiver Enzo Diaz 
– have spent part of their 
off-season competing 
with G7 Elite 7on7, a club 
team that is quickly mak-
ing a name for itself in the 
Sacramento regional foot-
ball scene.

G7 Elite is the brainchild 
of SteelProductions, a local 
media company that rec-
ognized an opportunity to 
give talented young play-
ers meaningful off-season 
competition while building 
a team culture that extends 
beyond any single school 

or program. Launched 
about two months ago, the 
club has already assembled 
an impressive and diverse 
roster of freshmen, soph-
omores and juniors drawn 
from schools across the 
Sacramento area, includ-
ing Galt High, Liberty 
R a n c h ,  Wo o d c r e e k , 
Ponderosa, Granite Bay, 
Grant, Twelve Bridges, 
Oakmont, Lincoln, Placer 
and Sacramento High. 
And according to those 
involved, the roster is still 
growing.

The team recently tested 
itself at a 7-on-7 tour-
nament held at John F. 
Kennedy High School and 
the results were encourag-
ing. G7 Elite went 3-2 on 
the day, picking up wins 
against quality competi-
tion and showing flashes of 
what this young program is 
capable of when the pieces 
come together.

For Ogas and Rubio, 
two quarterbacks who 

spend their respective 
high school seasons on 
opposite sidelines, the 
experience of compet-
ing on the same team has 
been something differ-
ent entirely. In a 7-on-7 
format – which removes 
linemen from the equa-
tion and places the entire 
emphasis on passing, route 
running, coverage and 
decision-making – quar-
terbacks are tested in ways 
that translate directly to 
their development heading 
into the next high school 
season. The fast-paced, 
high-repetition nature of 
club 7-on-7 sharpens reads, 
builds chemistry with pass 
catchers and forces young 
signal-callers to process 
the game at an accelerated 
pace.

Diaz, working as a pass 
catcher in the open-field 
environment that 7-on-7 
was built for, brings the 
athleticism that has made 
him a weapon for the 

Hawks and now gives him 
a platform to develop his 
game against competition 
from across the region.

What makes G7 Elite 
particularly compelling is 
the breadth of its roster. 
Pulling players from more 
than 10 different programs 
– public and private, rural 
and suburban – the team 
is as much about building 
relationships and com-
petitive experience as it 
is about wins and losses. 
For players from smaller 
programs or schools still 

developing their foot-
ball cultures, the chance 
to compete alongside and 
against athletes from pow-
erhouse programs in the 
Sacramento area is an 
invaluable part of growth.

For the Galt-area players 
involved, it is also a chance 
to represent their schools 
on a broader stage, prov-
ing that the talent coming 
out of this community can 
hold its own against the 
best the region has to offer. 
A 3-2 showing at Kennedy 
against strong club and 

high school competition is 
a solid early indicator that 
G7 Elite is a team worth 
watching as the off-season 
continues.

With the program only 
two months old and still 
adding players, the tra-
jectory for G7 Elite 7on7 
points upward. For Ogas, 
Rubio, Diaz and their 
teammates from across 
the Sacramento area, the 
off-season grind is very 
much alive, and the com-
petition is only going to get 
better from here. � H

Enzo Diaz is ready to receive. Photos courtesy of Braden Tanous

Warrior quarterback Robert Rubio follows 
through after throwing.

Hawk quarterback Ryan Ogas looks to place 
the ball.
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Sacramento State 
Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Junior Alexa Ortiz has 
been named the Big Sky 
Conference Pitcher of the 
Week after helping the 
Hornets to a series win at 
Weber State.

Sacramento State (24-
14, 3-3) took two of three 
in Ogden against the 

Wildcats, and Ortiz 
was the winning 
pitcher 
in both 
those 
victo-
ries. The 
right-
hander 
has been 
named confer-
ence pitcher of 
the week four times 
this season (Feb. 9, Feb. 

23, March 2) - the most 
by a Hornet since Marissa 
Bertuccio won the award 
five times in 2023.

Ort iz  f in ished the 
series 2-0 with a 1.27 
ERA, which included an 
eight-inning complete 
game in the team's 5-2 vic-
tory in the rubber game of 
the series. 

In 11.0 innings, the 
Chandler, Ariz., native 
allowed 11 hits and just 
two runs with six strike-
outs. Opponents hit .268, 
and she yielded one extra 
base hit. 

In the eight-inning com-
plete-game victory, Ortiz 
allowed eight hits and a 
pair of runs while throw-
ing 119 pitches. She went 
three innings to earn the 
win in the Hornets' five-in-
ning mercy rule victory on 
Friday, allowing just three 
hits and no runs with three 

strikeouts.
Ort iz  (9-6, 

2.58 ERA) 
leads the 
Big Sky 
in oppo-
nent 
batting 
aver-

age (.218) 
and strikeouts 

(82), while rank-
ing second in ERA 

and wins. 

Kolbe and Clader Earn NCEA Ariat 
All-America Honors

Lauren Koble (left) and Mya Clader (right) have been selected to the All-America First Team in Fences. Photo courtesy of UC Davis

UC Davis News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - The National 
College Equestrian Association 
(NCEA) has announced its 
2025-26 All-America hon-
ors, recognizing Lauren Kolbe 
and Mya Clader for their stand-
out performances throughout the 
 regular season.

Junior Lauren Kolbe headlines 

the honors with a selection to 
the All-America First Team in 
Fences. Recognized as one of the 
top six riders in the nation for the 
discipline, Kolbe also secured 
Second Team All-America hon-
ors on the Flat. These distinctions 
bring Kolbe's career total to three 
All-America honors, having pre-
viously earned a First Team Flat 
nod during the 2024-25 season. 

Her dual-discipline success this 
year cements her status as one of 
the most versatile and consistent 
Jumping Seat riders in the country.

Joining the All-America ranks 
is senior Mya Clader, who earns 
her first career NCEA distinction 
with a Second Team selection in 
Reining. Clader's performance in 
the Western arena was a hallmark 
of the Aggies' successful season, 

as she met the elite statistical 
requirements to be named among 
the top five Reining riders in the 
nation for the Second Team list.

The top riders per event 
nationally are named First Team 
All-America, while the next 
group earns Second Team hon-
ors. With these selections, UC 
Davis continues to demonstrate 
its presence on the national 

stage, placing multiple riders 
on the All-America list for the 
third consecutive year and main-
taining a tradition of excellence 
across both the Jumping Seat and 
Western disciplines. With these 
three selections, the Aggies have 
now placed at least one rider 
on the NCEA First or Second  
All-America Team every year 
since 2022. 

Ortiz Named Big Sky 
Pitcher of the Week

Junior Alexa Ortiz has been named the Big Sky Conference 
Pitcher of the Week after helping the Hornets to a series win 
at Weber State. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

Seven Aggies Named National Football 
Foundation Hampshire Scholars

UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

IRVINE, TX (MPG) - Cole Batson, 
Rex Connors, Mitchell Dixon, 
Jacob Psyk, Nate Rutchena, 
Eli Simonson and Derrell 
Smith-Porter have all been 
recognized by the National 

Football Foundation for the 
contributions on the field and 
in the classroom with all seven 
UC Davis football student-ath-
letes being named members 
of the 2026 NFF Hampshire 
Honor Society as announced by 
the NFF.

C e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  2 0 t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y,  t h e  N F F 
Hampshire Honor Society has 
recognized 23,568 student-ath-
letes from 691 schools since 
2007. The 2026 class, which 
includes a record 2,596 players 
from 365 schools, represents 
the largest group in the pro-
gram's history and underscores 

the sustained academic achieve-
ment taking place across all 
levels of college football.

Created in 2007, the NFF 
Hampshire Honor Society is 
one of the most comprehen-
sive scholar-athlete initiatives 
in college athletics, recogniz-
ing football players from all 

divisions who have maintained 
a cumulative 3.2 GPA or 
higher throughout their college 
careers. 

Fo r  t he  fu l l  c r i t e r i a 
and history visit: https://
footballfoundation.org/
sports/2018/7/30/hamp-
shire-honor-society.aspx 

Desmond, Wanner and Edwards Earn 
U.S Open Cup Team of the Round  

For their performances in the Indomitable Club’s match-up against Valley 5599 FC, Captain 
Lee Desmond, Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - U.S. Soccer 
recently named the latest Team of the 
Round for 2026 edition of the U.S. 
Open Cup. For their performances in the 
Indomitable Club’s match-up against 
Valley 5599 FC, Captain Lee Desmond, 
Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards 
earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament.  

Republic FC pushed through the rainy 
elements and held the advantage all night 
to come away with a 4-0 victory against 
Valley 559 FC. Lee Desmond, a key 
member of the 2022 Republic FC squad 
that made a historic run to the Open Cup 
Final, got the club on the board early with 
a header in the 11th minute. Later in the 
half, he would preserve the clean sheet 
with a stellar goal line clearance that had 
him sliding into the goal post to make 

the save. The assist came from Dominik 
Wanner, who went on to finish the match 
with two assists and a goal of his own. The 
German winger now leads the tournament 
with three assists in 2026. 

Offseason addition Kyle Edwards also 
made his statement on the match, record-
ing a brace – the second Open Cup brace 
for Republic FC this year – and an assist.  

With the Second Round win, The Quails 
have advanced to the Round of 32 for the 
fifth consecutive season and hosted MLS 
club Minnesota United FC on April 14. 
MLS opponents have become a regu-
lar occurrence for the Indomitable Club 
in Cup play, with eight matchups over 
the last four seasons. Since its inaugural 
season, the club has six “Cupsets” over 
higher-seeded teams, more than any other 
USL club, and amassed an impressive 21 
home tournament wins. 

Republic FC tickets are available at 
SacRepublicFC.com. 


