
By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Steven 
Krebs, an English and 
AVID teacher at Dixon 
High School, was named 
the 2025 Educator of the 
Year during the Celebrate 
Dixon event on March 
14, recognizing more than 
two decades of work in the 
classroom.

Krebs said he was caught 
off guard when he learned 
of the honor.

“I was surprised and 
humbled that I was cho-
sen,” he said. “I have been 
a teacher since January 
2000, and I've worked 
hard every year to improve 
my teaching. I'm near-
ing the end of my career 
and hadn't given the award 
much thought lately, so 
I was shocked when I 
was told.”

T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n , 
awarded by the Dixon 
Unified School District, 

represents what Krebs 
described as a culmination 
of his career.

“It feels like a nice cap-
stone to my career,” he 
said.

Krebs did not initially 
plan to become a teacher. 
He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in finance from 
California State University, 
Chico, and worked in 
financial planning before 
changing direction.

“There was always a part 
of me that was unfulfilled,” 
said Krebs.

After  relocating to 
Seattle with his wife, Lisa 
Krebs, who had recently 
become a teacher at the 
time, Krebs began tutoring 
students in an after-school 
program. The experience 
led him to pursue a career 
in education. He returned 
to school,  earning a 
degree in English from the 
University of Washington, 
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Council 
Approves 

New Service 
Pistols 

for Police 
Department

By Shaunna Boyd

DIXON, CA (MPG) - At the 
April 7 meeting, the Dixon 
City Council recognized 
Police Lieutenant Jenna 
Cameron for her years of 
dedicated service on the 
occasion of her retirement. 

Mayor Steven Bird read 
the proclamation, stating 
that Lieutenant Cameron 
served with “dedication, 
professionalism and a 
steadfast commitment to 
the safety and wellbeing of 
the community.” 

Police Chief Robert 
Thompson said Cameron’s 
impact on the police 
department and the people 
of the city was “evidenced 
by the presence in the 
room tonight,” indicat-
ing the crowd of people in 
attendance. 

The council members 
all congratulated Cameron 
and wished her well. 
Mayor Bird said, “You will 
be dearly missed.” 

The counci l  heard 
an update on the city’s 
C h r o m e  V I  l i t i g a -
tion, which they are 
pursuing against the State 
of California and the state 
water board, in conjunction 
with several other cities 
and public agencies. As 
part of the plaintiff group, 
the City of Dixon asserts 
that the state’s updated 
Chrome VI regulations are 
economically and techno-
logically infeasible, fail 
to comply with safe water 
drinking act requirements, 
violate the Administrative 
Procedures act and are 
an unconstitutional and 
unfunded mandate.

Arguments were submit-
ted at a hearing on March 
5, and the judge will issue 
an order no later than June 
3. Once it is received, the 
city will have more infor-
mation about how to move 
forward, depending on the 
decision. 

During public com-
ments, a resident expressed 
concerns about the city’s 
plan for meeting the 
Chrome VI requirements. 
A number of wells would 
be placed on standby, dras-
tically reducing the overall 
water production. Other 
wells would receive costly 
treatment to reduce the 
amount of Chrome VI, 
and he worried those costs 
would be passed on to the 
ratepayers. 

Mayor Bird said the 
council shares many of 
the residents’ concerns on 
this issue, which is why 
they are fighting the state 
requirements through 
litigation. 

T h e  c o u n c i l  t h e n 
Continued on page 5

Anderson Captures Gold
Secures Her Place on U.S. Karate Teams

Anderson trains at Ramtown Karate, where she works closely with coaches and teammates who contribute to her development. 
She credited her training environment for helping prepare her for high-level competition. Photo courtesy of Ramtown Karate

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Anna Anderson of 
Ramtown Karate returned from the 
Karate U.S. Open in Fort Worth, 
Texas with a gold medal and a place 
among the top competitors in her 
division, marking a milestone in her 
competitive career.

Anderson competed against ath-
letes from around the world at the 
event, one of the largest international 
karate tournaments in the United 
States. She said her mindset enter-
ing the competition differed from 

previous experiences.
“I was really excited to be there,” 

said Anderson. “In the past, I’m nor-
mally really nervous, but this time I 
didn’t have that. I was just excited to 
compete.”

That confidence carried her 
through the 18-to-20 division, where 
she captured first place. Anderson 
said her approach that day was clear 
from the start.

“I just woke up that morning, and I 
knew I wasn’t losing,” she said.

During the tournament, Anderson 
recorded two matches in which she 

did not allow a single point, relying 
on preparation and adherence to her 
strategy.

“We had a game plan, I listened to 
my coach,” she said. “I just felt like 
I wasn’t going to lose. I had a good 
mindset that day.”

In addition to her division title, 
Anderson competed in the 18-to-34 
category, facing older, more expe-
rienced opponents. She described 
the transition as challenging but 
manageable.

“Definitely 18-to-34 is different 
Continued on page 2

Dixon Unified Names Steven Krebs 
2025 Educator of the Year

Steven Krebs, an English and AVID teacher at Dixon High 
School, was named the 2025 Educator of the Year during the 
Celebrate Dixon event on March 14, recognizing more than 
two decades of work in the classroom. Photo courtesy of Steven Krebs Continued on page 3
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from 18-to-20,” said 
Anderson. “I think it’s a 
little intimidating at first, 
but once I saw who I was 
competing with, I felt I 
belonged there. I didn’t 
feel scared or nervous at 
all. I just wanted to prove 
myself.”

Although she said she 
did not achieve the results 
she had hoped for in that 
division, Anderson said the 
experience demonstrated 
her ability to compete at a 
higher level.

Her performance at the 
U.S. Open comes along-
side another achievement: 
earning spots on both the 
USA Olympic-level 18-to-
34 Women’s Team and the 
U21 USA Team. Anderson 
said the accomplishment 
fulfills a long-standing 
goal.

“It’s just a really big 
achievement and goal,” 
she said. “Ever since I 
found out about the U.S. 
team, it’s been a goal. So, 
to say the first time I tried 
out, I got it? That’s a big 
accomplishment.”

Anderson  t ra ins  a t 
Ramtown Karate, where she 
works closely with coaches 
and teammates who con-
tribute to her development. 
She credited her training 
environment for helping 
prepare her for high-level 
competition.

“I have coaches that care 
about me and teammates 
that give up their time and 
weekends to train with me,” 
she said. “My other two 
teammates, Andrew Pisany 
and Lazer Ingram, are great 
sparring partners, always 
inspiring me.”

Chief instructor Jim 
Ernest said Anderson’s 
success  ref lects  both 
her individual effort and 
the program’s history 
of producing high-level 

competitors.
“It’s really exciting, 

especially since it’s a con-
tinuation,” said Ernest, “She 
is the youngest person ever 
to be on the USA Olympic 
Karate Team. Now she’s got 
to hold on to that position.”

Ernest said Anderson’s 
training regimen is rigorous, 
often involving multiple 
sessions each week, and 
includes sparring with high-
level fighters.

Anderson said competing 
internationally has rein-
forced the importance of 
teamwork in what is often 
viewed as an individual 
sport.

“I can’t do everything by 
myself,” said Anderson. “I 
have a team supporting me 
that wants to help me.”

Looking ahead, Anderson 

is preparing for the Pan 
American Championship in 
Brazil. She said her goals 
include both performance 
and experience.

“My goal is to medal and 
just enjoy the experience,” 
said Anderson. “How often 
can you say you get to go to 
Brazil to compete in a sport 
you love?”

For younger athletes 
in Dixon and Vacaville, 
Anderson said her path 
shows that success in com-
petitive karate is possible 
even for those who begin 
later.

“It’s okay if you start 
late, you can still do it,” 
said Anderson. “I started 
competing around two and 
a half years ago. You have 
to put in a lot of time and 
effort, but it’s worth it.”� 

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fiskscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
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By MPG Staff

Dixon High Sports 
Dixon High School Boys Varsity Track 

Team will compete at home at 11 a.m. 
April 18. Hosted at Dixon High School, 
555 College Way, the Rams will take on 
the Bella Vista High School Broncos. 

For more information, or to purchase 
tickets, visit dixonramsathletics.com or 
call 707-693-6330.

Free Smoke Alarm Event
The Senior/Multi-use Center is hosting 

a free smoke alarm and fire prevention 
education event with American Red 
Cross from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 25. 
Held at the Multi-use Center, 201 S. Fifth 
St., Dixon residents who sign up will 
receive free 10-year smoke alarm instal-
lation, alarm checks and a personalized 
fire escape plan on the day of the event. 

For more information, visit the City 
of Dixon, CA Facebook page or call 
707-678-7022.

Dixon Chamber 
Connections Networking
The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is 

hosting a networking event from noon to 
1:30 p.m. April 16. This free in-person 
event, held at The Farmstead at Dixon, 
350 Gateway Drive, allows local pro-
fessionals to connect. Offering a diverse 
range of potential connections, attendees 
are encouraged to bring business cards.

For more information, visit dixon-
chamber.org or call 707-678-2650.

Lunch Bunch 
at Pedro’s Cocina

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce 
is hosting another lunch bunch net-
working event from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
April 21. Held at Pedro’s Cocina, 1425 
Market Lane, the free event offers 
guests a no-host lunch and networking 
opportunities.

For more information, visit dixon-
chamber.org, or call 707-678-2650.

Teen Open Mic Night
Dixon Library is hosting a Teen Open 

Mic Poetry Night from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. April 16 in recognition of National 
Poetry Month. Held at the library, 230 
N. First St., the free event will see teen 
participants performing poetry or music, 
with acts limited to five minutes. Vulgar 
language is prohibited. Registration is 
recommended but not required.

For more information about Dixon 
Library events, visit solanolibrary.com or 
email rdgjertsen@solanocounty.gov.

Bunco Night
Joystick Gaming Lounge will host 

its monthly Bunco Night from 6 to 8 
p.m. April 23. Held at the lounge, 420 

Gateway Dr., Suite C, the event includes 
prizes, with food and beverages avail-
able for purchase. The event costs $20 
per attendee. Proceeds from beer and 
wine sales will benefit Kiwanis Club of 
Dixon. Notably, Kiwanis Club will host 
its monthly meeting at the lounge from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. April 27.

For more information, visit joystick-
dixon.com or call 707-676-5697.

Spring Sound Bath & Yoga
Busy Bee Studios is hosting a sound 

bath and yoga session from 1 to 2:45 
p.m. April 19. Held at the studio, 1115 
Stratford Ave., Suite F, the event includes 
flowing yoga practice followed by an 
immersive sound bath journey for $45 
per person.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit busybeeyoga.com or call 
707-295-1855.

Dixon Grown Outreach 
Meeting

The City of Dixon is hosting a series 
of outreach meetings to help every resi-
dent in the community have their voice 
heard in the future development of 
Dixon. Meetings are scheduled for 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. April 22 at Gretchen Higgins 
Elementary, 1525 Pembroke Way, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. April 23 at Tremont 
Elementary, 355 Pheasant Run Dr., and 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. April 25 at the Senior/
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. Fifth St.

For more information, visit dix-
ongrown.com.

Dixon Community Theater 
Presents “Cinderella”

Dixon Community Theater will pre-
miere its newest production, Rodger and 
Hammerstein’s “Cinderella,” at 7 p.m. 
April 24. Held at the Dixon Performing 
Arts Center, 555 College Way, the pro-
duction will have several 7 p.m. evening 
showtimes, including April 25, May 1 
and May 2. Matinees at 2 p.m. will be 
held April 26 and May 3. Tickets are 
already on sale online but can be pur-
chased at the door.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit dixoncommunitytheater.
org or email info@dixoncommuni-
tytheater.org.

Kids Homework Help
Dixon Library is hosting after-school 

homework help courtesy of Dixon High 
School Key Club from 4 to 5 p.m. April 
20. Held at the library, 230 N. First St., 
the free event offers homework support 
to students in kindergarten through 6th 
grade on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Space is limited.

For more information, visit solan-
olibrary.libnet.info/events or call 
1-866-572-7587.� H

Dixon News Briefs

Dixon Community Theater will premiere its newest production, Rodger and Hammerstein’s 
“Cinderella,” at 7 p.m. April 24. All showings will be held at Dixon Performing Arts Center, 555 
College Way.  Photo by Nicolas Brown

BE A PART  
OF THE TRADITION!

Advertise your business during this  
highly anticipated local event

The Dixon Independent Voice will publish a 
Special Dixon May Fair Edition on May 1st, 2026

The 149th Annual Dixon May Fair will be held 
May 7 - May 10, 2026

Call Paul or Jason at 916-773-1111 
 or email Publisher@MPG8.com

Dana

Anderson Captures Gold

Anna Anderson of Ramtown Karate returned from the Karate 
U.S. Open in Fort Worth, Texas with a gold medal and a 
place among the top competitors in her division, marking a 
milestone in her competitive career. Photo courtesy of Ramtown Karate
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followed by a teaching credential.
At Dixon High School, Krebs has 

taught primarily English courses and later 
expanded into AVID, a college readiness 
program focused on preparing students for 
higher education.

“I like to try new things,” said Krebs. “It 
has been a great experience working with 
the AVID population.”

In the classroom, Krebs emphasizes 
relationship-building and collaboration as 
key components of student engagement.

“I try to develop relationships individ-
ually and with the class as a whole,” said 
Krebs. “If students feel positive about 
walking into D-106 every day, they will be 
more willing to work, even if English isn't 
their favorite subject.”

Students are placed in groups from 
the first day, an approach Krebs said 
encourages communication and shared 
responsibility.

As an AVID teacher, Krebs focuses on 
the program’s core principles of Writing, 
Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and 
Reading, often referred to as WICOR. He 
also highlighted the importance of stu-
dent-led tutorials in an AVID classroom.

“The biggest part of AVID is the tuto-
rial process,” said Krebs. “Students then 
work collaboratively, using questioning 
and resources in a Socratic style format.”

One moment that stands out in Krebs’ 
career came years after a classroom lesson 
on migrant labor and immigration. A for-
mer student contacted him a decade later 
to say the lesson had helped them better 
understand their family’s experiences.

“We do have impact beyond the vocabu-
lary, and the essay structure, and developing 
the argument,” said Krebs. “And we don't 
always know it.”

According to Krebs, he has spent his 
entire teaching career at Dixon High School, 
where he first arrived as a student teacher 
more than 25 years ago. He said the school’s 
culture has played a significant role in 

shaping his approach.
“We have a great group of educators who 

are always willing to share success stories 
and strategies,” he said, adding that the envi-
ronment emphasizes empathy and support 
for students.

For new teachers entering the profession, 
Krebs emphasized the importance of build-
ing relationships in addition to delivering 
curriculum.

“Kids want structure, they want to feel 
welcome and they want to feel engaged in 
the material,” he said. “Relationships are key 
and must be developed starting on Day 1.”

Looking ahead, Krebs said his goals 
remain consistent: to help students become 
stronger readers, writers and critical think-
ers while developing leadership skills. 
Professionally, he plans to continue refining 
his curriculum each year.

Krebs also credited his wife, Lisa Krebs, 
for her support throughout his career.

“She’s been a rock in my life both profes-
sionally and personally,” said Krebs.� 

Dixon May Fair News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Tickets for the popu-
lar Dixon May Fair grandstand shows, 
fair admission and carnival wristbands 
are now available for purchase for the 
upcoming fair, May 7 to 10. The fair has 
several opportunities to save money and 
time when you buy your fair and grand-
stand event tickets early using their online 
ticket system. 

The convenience of online ticketing is 

available for grandstand events, carnival 
ride wristbands and admission. Online 
processing fees of $1 per ticket apply.

Tickets for the Flying U Bull Riding 
event May 8, Maxx Kakl Truck & 
Tractor Pulls May 9 and the Moondog 
Motorsports Demolition Derby May 10 
in the First Northern Bank Grandstand 
can be purchased for $40 for all ages. 
Grandstand tickets purchased in advance 
include fair admission. Tickets purchased 
on the day of the event do not include fair 
admission. Advance purchase is recom-
mended because all grandstand events 
have sold out in recent years. 

For parents, the all-you-can-ride wrist-
bands are a great way to go for kids with 
an unlimited appetite for the spectacu-
lar rides. Butler Amusements is offering 
wristbands, which allow the rider unlim-
ited rides on any one day, for $35 in 
advance through May 6. The wristbands 
are good for any one day of the fair. 
During the fair, wristbands will be $40.

There are additional discounts on fair 
admission as well. Advance purchase 
adult tickets online are just $11 and will 
be $15 at the gate. KUIC Radio spon-
sors Thrifty Thursday, May 7, when all 
admissions are just $5. And on Kids Day, 
Friday, May 8, all kids 12 and under are 
admitted for free. 

The Dixon May Fair, May 7 to 10, is 
located at 655 S. First St. The website for 
ticket purchases is www.DixonMayFair.
com. The box office will be open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
beginning April 20.�  

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon 
Little League will host 
its annual Family Day 
Fundraiser on April 18 at 
the Dixon Little League 
Fields, 298 E. Chestnut 
St., offering a full day of 
baseball, food and family 
activities to support local 
youth sports.

The event officially 
begins at 9 a.m. and will 
feature games across mul-
tiple divisions, along with 
raffles, a cakewalk and 
other activities designed 
for all ages. The fundraiser 
acts as the league’s largest 

of the year, with proceeds 
benefiting players, field 
maintenance and program 
operations.

A professional photogra-
pher will be on site offering 
family photos for $25. 
Attendees can also partici-
pate in raffles that include 
prizes such as two standard 
flight packages from Yolo 
Ballooning Adventures, 
valued at $598.

Food will be avail-
able throughout the day 
from vendors, but Dixon 
Firefighters Charitable 
Fund will sell taco meals at 
11 a.m. while supplies last. 
The meal includes three 

tacos, chips and a drink for 
$15.

Games are scheduled 
throughout the day on four 
fields. Field 3 will host 
AA competition, begin-
ning with the Mets facing 
the Orioles from 9 to 11:15 
a.m., followed by the 
Yankees vs. Red Sox from 
noon to 2:15 p.m., and the 
Royals vs. Tigers from 3 to 
5:15 p.m.

On Field 2, AAA teams 
will compete, including the 
Dodgers vs. A’s at 9 a.m., 
the Blue Jays against a Rio 
Vista team at noon, and 
the Marlins facing another 
Rio Vista team at 3 p.m. 
The Giants will take on the 
Padres in the final game 
from 6 to 8:45 p.m.

Field 1 will feature 
Single A matchups starting 
at 8:30 a.m., while Field 4 
will host Tee Ball games 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and 
concluding at 2:30 p.m.

C o m m u n i t y  m e m -
bers are encouraged to 
attend and support the 
league. Those interested 
in becoming vendors or 
donating raffle items can 
contact 707-862-1048 or 
707-316-9600.

For more information, 
visit dixonlittleleague.org 
or email support@dixonlit-
tleleague.org.� 

Dixon Little League to Host 
Family Day Fundraiser April 18

The event officially begins at 9 a.m. and will feature games across multiple divisions, along 
with raffles, a cakewalk and other activities designed for all ages. The fundraiser is the 
league’s largest of the year, with proceeds benefiting players, field maintenance, and program 
operations. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Dixon Little League will host its annual Family Day Fundraiser 
on April 18 at the Dixon Little League Fields, 298 E. Chestnut 
St., offering a full day of baseball, food and family activities to 
support local youth sports. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Get Your Best Buys Before the Fair

Tickets for the Flying U Bull Riding event May 8, Maxx Kakl Truck & Tractor Pulls May 9, and the 
Moondog Motorsports Demolition Derby May 10, can be purchased for $40 for all ages. Photo 
courtesy of Dixon May Fair

For parents, the all-you-can-ride wristbands 
are a great way to go for kids with an 
unlimited appetite for the spectacular rides. 
Butler Amusements is offering wristbands, 
which allow the rider unlimited rides on any 
one day, for $35 in advance through May 6. 
Photo courtesy of Dixon May Fair

April Is Child Abuse 
Awareness Month

Dixon Family Services Case Manager, Sonia Santillan (left) and Pantry Manager, Marisol 
Jimenez (right). Photo courtesy of Dixon Family Services

Dixon Family Services News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Family Services 
(DFS) has a banner in front of its building 
during the month of April to remind people 
that April is Child Abuse Awareness Month 
and that there are things we can all do to 
reduce and prevent child abuse and neglect.  

Child abuse, in its many forms, happens 
every day and has major impacts on the 
future of those victimized. Solano County 
percentages are higher than California 
averages.

Studies show that there is a direct link 
between child abuse and a greater risk later 
in life of depression, alcoholism, drug abuse, 
smoking, eating disorders, obesity, sexual 
promiscuity, certain chronic diseases and 
suicide.

Dixon Family Services (DFS) does all it 
can to help ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of Dixon’s children all year long. As a 
Family Resource Center, it is a priority goal 
to reduce the incidences of child abuse and 
neglect in homes and in the community at 
large by enlightening and informing people 
of the signs to watch out for, reporting sus-
pected abuse and steps to take to create an 
environment that can reduce the possibilities 
for abuse or neglect of children.  

Though Dixon Family Services’ main focus 
is to assist households living at or below the 
poverty line, child abuse knows no boundaries 
and is found in families of all socio-economic 

backgrounds and cuts across lines of ethnic-
ity, culture, socioeconomic and education.

In 2025, Solano County Child Welfare 
Services investigated 172 child maltreatment 
allegations in Dixon. This was an increase 
over 165 in 2024.

Several factors can create increased risk 
of child abuse, including lack of parenting 
skills, teen pregnancy, substance abuse, men-
tal illness, poverty and substandard housing 
conditions, domestic violence, and a parent's 
history of child abuse. These same risk factors 
can be barriers to abusers’ acknowledgement 
of the problem and ability to seek programs 
or services intended to stop the abuse, such as 
parenting classes, counseling, peer support or 
other approaches.

As a community, we have a responsibility 
to nurture and protect our children, as well 
as other people’s children, to ensure they can 
become healthy and productive adults.

Do not hesitate to report what you think 
might be abusive behavior to local police or 
county child protective services. Let profes-
sionals determine if your concerns are worth 
investigating. 

For more information about child abuse, 
ways to help prevent it, and how to report it, 
visit dixonfamilyservices.org, the Children’s 
Network website childnet.org, the Partners 
in Prevention website partnersinprevention.
org, or call Solano Child Welfare Services 
at 800-544-8696 or your local police depart-
ment to report.� 

Dixon Unified Names Steven 
Krebs 2025 Educator of the Year

Krebs did not initially plan to become a 
teacher. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
finance from California State University, 
Chico, and worked in financial planning before 
changing direction. Photo courtesy of Steven Krebs

Continued from page 1
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We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

A Film and TV Review  
by Tim Riley

“CIA” on CBS Network
One of the most successful creators 

and producers in the television industry 
is Dick Wolf, best known for his “Law 
& Order” franchise about aspects of the 
criminal justice system that has been 
around in various iterations since 1990.

Working in the realm of law enforce-
ment series, Wolf has co-created and 
executive produced the police pro-
cedural “FBI,” which also became a 
franchise with spinoffs for two additional 
series, “FBI: Most Wanted” and “FBI: 
International.”

Wait, there’s more.  Wolf also co-cre-
ated and executive produced the 
“Chicago” franchise with three series 
dedicated to stories about firefighters, 
police officers, and emergency medical 
personnel based in the Windy City.

Even though at an age where most peo-
ple have long retired, Dick Wolf is not 
slowing down.  For the current television 
season, his latest American police proce-
dural is “CIA” on the CBS network.

The basic premise of “CIA” is the 
teaming of a Central Intelligence Agency 
case officer with an agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, based in New 
York City, working together to investi-
gate domestic threats to the United States.

According to the law, the CIA’s juris-
diction is focused on threats outside our 
nation’s borders, and it has no domes-
tic law enforcement function, nor can it 
collect information about U.S. persons, 
including citizens, resident aliens, and 
corporations. 

Given the constraints on CIA involve-
ment on American soil, it’s interesting 
that CIA operative Colin Glass (Tom 
Ellis “Lucifer” series) comes into the pic-
ture after a crime in a New York office 
building wipes out workers dealing with 
computer systems.

The FBI is on the scene with Special 
Agent Bill Goodman (Nick Gehlfuss) and 
others, and then Glass shows up because 
he’s got some mysterious connection to 
dealing with an apparent terrorist plot.

Unable to operate solo for an investi-
gation, Glass needs to work with the FBI, 
and that’s when New York CIA deputy 
chief Nikki Reynard (Necar Zadegan) 
and FBI Assistant Special Agent in 
Charger Jubal Valentine (Jeremy Sisto) 
pick Goodman for the assignment.

To say that Goodman is not thrilled to 
be teamed with Glass is an understate-
ment, mainly since Goodman recognized 
the CIA agent from the crime scene 
and had some doubts about him being 
trustworthy.

The feeling seems to be mutual because 
Glass works alone, operating without any 
boundaries, whereas Goodman not only 
looks like a “Boy Scout with a briefcase” 

according to Glass, but his modus 
operandi is to adhere strictly to the rules.  
They likely won’t be sharing beers 
after work. 

The first meeting between Glass and 
Goodman does not get off to a good start 
because the CIA agent identifies himself 
as working for DOD and tells the FBI 
agent that he has “a clearance so high you 
need a ladder to reach it.”

FBI’s Jubal Valentine informs 
Goodman that he’s been selected to join 
an elite CIA-FBI Fusion Cell, which 
takes on tricky situations where the U.S. 
government needs to use a lighter touch 
with counterterrorism and diplomatic 
flareups.  

Fair to say that Goodman doesn’t seem 
thrilled when he asks how long his post-
ing will be, and Valentine can’t say but 
assures that his agent is honored to take 
on this assignment. 

Arriving at the CIA’s secret location, 
Goodman wants to set aside their differ-
ences to work the “case,” only for Glass 
to tell him that it is an “op” and not a 
case.  To the CIA, FBI’s job is just to 
close cases.

What happened at the New York office 
turned out to be a “directed energy attack” 
against a defense contractor involved 
with secret government work, and now 
the CIA fears that one of its assets may 
be involved with the theft of documents.

From this point on, the story turns on 
standard spy fare with the unconventional 
CIA agent having to get along with the 
by-the-book FBI agent, clashing at times 
on methods, even though Goodman loos-
ens up a bit to go with his gut.

During a CBS press conference for TV 
critics, executive producer Mike Weiss 
said he did not know what CIA people 
would expect from the show, but one 
of the benefits of a CIA show is that “a 
lot of the activities are secret, they’re 
shadowy.”  That’s what viewers are 
looking for.

There’s no doubt that “CIA” is a formu-
laic spy thriller, and that’s perfectly fine 
with the dynamic established between 
the uptight FBI agent being a stickler for 
following the rules and the roguish CIA 
operative as the opposite with his disdain 
for bureaucratic norms.

Espionage stories hold a special 
appeal for many.  That would explain 
the popularity of the James Bond fran-
chise.  Showtime’s long-running drama 
“Homeland” focused on CIA counter-
terrorism.  The British spy thriller “The 
Night Manager” is drawing interest 
on AMC.

That the FBI agent is tasked with find-
ing out if there is a mole within the CIA 
is almost reason enough to give “CIA” 
the leeway to continue down the path 
of intrigue.  This seems to be working 
because a second season has already been 
given the green light.� 

“CIA” DELVES INTO THE SHADOWY WORLD 
OF AN ESPIONAGE THRILLER
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Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG
Sunday, April 12, 2026
1041 Traffic stop in the 200 block of Stratford Avenue resulted in the arrest of Joshua Neal (38) of Dixon for a 
warrant. He was cited and released with a new court date. 
1600 Theft report taken in the 2000 block of North First Street resulted in the arrest of Jose Martinez (31) of 
Dixon for misdemeanor theft. He was taken to county jail. 
Saturday, April 11
1225 Information report in the 1500 block of Valley Glen Drive.
1340 Battery report in the 200 block of West H Street.
1350 Two-vehicle non-injury accident in the 2300 block of North First Street.
1554 Reckless driving investigation in the 200 block of West A Street. 
2234 22651 (o) CVC tow, at the intersection of Gateway Drive and Plaza Court. 
2303 23152 CVC, DUI arrest, in the 600 block of North First Street. Suspect Marco Mendoza (19-year-old, 
male, out of Fairfield) was contacted on a traffic stop and arrested without incident. S-Mendoza was cited and 
released to family from Dixon Police Department. 
0046 243 (d) PC, felony battery, 148 (a)(1) PC, obstruction arrest and 243 (c) PC, battery on an officer report, 
in the 300 block of North Adams Street, Unit D. Suspect Jorge Nieves (30-year-old, male, out of Dixon) was 
arrested. He was transported to Solano County Jail and booked. 
Friday, April 10
1500 Found property report. 
1823 Information report taken in the 1300 block of North Lincoln Street. 
1840 1203.2 PC, Probation violation, arrest in the 2200 block of North First Street. Suspect Brian Lewis was 
contacted and found to be in violation of his probation terms. S-Lewis (72-year-old, male, out of Dixon) was 
arrested without incident, transported to Solano County Jail and booked. 
Thursday, April 9
0958 School resource officer call at Anderson Elementary. 
1155 Information report taken in the 1500 block of Ferrero Drive. 
1233 Information report taken for suspicious circumstances in the area of Rehrmann Drive and Carpenter Court. 
1245 Petty theft report in the 1100 block of North Lincoln Street. 
1320 Fraud report in the 1300 block of North Lincoln Street. 
1403 Information report taken at the police department. 
1434 Battery report taken in the area of Pitt School Road and West H Street. 
1331 Confidential report taken in the 500 block of College Way. 
1658 Fraud report taken in the 1500 block of Hannah Court.
1921 648 PC, Circulate fake currency report, taken in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive. 
1942 23154 CVC, over .01 BAC while on DUI probation, 1203.2 PC, Probation Violation, 12500 CVC, driving 
without a license and 23573 CVC, Interlock device required, arrest in the 400 block of South Adams Street. 
Suspect John Harris (57-year-old, male, out of Dixon) was arrested. 
2012 Death investigation in the 300 block of Barn Owl Lane. There were no signs of foul play and decedent was 
released to the family by the Solano County Coroner’s Office. 
2210 311.11 (a) PC, possess child pornography, report taken in the 500 block of East D Street.
Wednesday, April 8
1015 Harassment report 400 block West Chestnut Street. 
1300 Collision report 1100 block North First Street. 
1600 Fraud report 800 block Collier Drive. 
2010 Petty theft report taken in the 1700 block of West H Street. 
0109 273.5 PC, Felony Domestic Violence, arrest in the 400 block of Ellesmere Drive. Suspect Maria Carba-
jal (44-year-old, female, out of Fairfield) was arrested. S-Carbajal was transported to Solano County Jail and 
booked without incident. 
Tuesday, April 7
0623 Report of a suspicious naked man standing in the 500 block of North Adams Street resulted in the arrest 
of Oscar Orozco (35), again, for being under the influence of a narcotic and violation of probation. He was taken 
to jail again. 
1622 Fraud report taken in the police department lobby.

Governor Hopefuls Vow 
to Cut Regulations

Governor hopefuls vow to cut regulations
Six candidates running to be California’s 

next governor said last week during a tele-
vised forum in Fresno that if elected, they 
would roll back regulations that have made 
it challenging to farm in the state. Antonio 
Villaraigosa, a Democrat and former mayor 
of Los Angeles, referred to a study from Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo, that found the cost 
to California lettuce growers of complying 
with the state’s environmental, labor and 
food safety regulations increased by more 
than 1,300% from 2006 to 2024. “That’s not 
sustainable,” Villaraigosa said. “There actu-
ally is agreement that things are broken in 
Sacramento.” The forum, which was hosted 
by the California Farm Bureau and more 
than two dozen other agricultural groups, 
kicked off the final stretch of campaigning 
ahead of a June 2 primary election that will 
determine which two candidates advance to 
the general election in November. “We found 
it to be a critical time to highlight to candi-
dates that agriculture and our rural counties 
are important,” California Farm Bureau 
President Shannon Douglass said.

Farmers Gather to Talk Sustainability 
Projects at Dairies

California dairy farmers have faced new 
challenges in recent years as they work to 
beef up their sustainability practices. About a 
decade ago, the state passed the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act and legis-
lation setting a target to reduce livestock 
methane emissions by 40% of 2013 levels by 
2030. “The reality of implementation is right 
here, right now,” California Department of 
Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross 

said last month at the annual California 
Dairy Sustainability Summit in Visalia. The 
event focused on connecting dairy farmers 
with tools to save water and reduce meth-
ane emissions and other ways to make their 
operations more sustainable amid changing 
state requirements. Speakers said reaching 
California’s sustainability targets will be 
challenging, but there’s hope in the progress 
already made. “I really have a lot of opti-
mism that this can be done, but it’s going to 
take the collective will of all of us,” said Bill 
Swanson, Stantec vice president of global 
practice leader for water resources planning 
and management.

Democrats Vying for Governor 
Criticize Overtime Law

Pam Marrone, founder and former CEO 
of Marrone Bio Innovations, now ProFarm 
Group, shared her insights on biologi-
cal pesticides, or biologicals, in a recent 
interview with Ag Alert®. Marrone said 
she believes that by 2040 biologicals will 
be more widely used than traditional pes-
ticides on farms. “It all comes down to 
education,” said Marrone, who is an ento-
mologist by training. “The products are 
there. There’s good science behind them. 
There’s plenty of registered products and 
more coming every day.” She noted there 
are just nine new chemical active ingre-
dients awaiting approval by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, whereas 
there are about 70 biologicals awaiting 
EPA approval. “The innovation in biologi-
cals is huge,” Marrone said. “We’re going 
to have lots of registered products, so it’s 
about bridging the gap between prod-
ucts registered and how to use them on 
the farm.” � 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000468

The following persons are doing 
business as: Rooter Cowboy 
Plumbing, 834 Blossom Avenue, 
Suisun City, CA 94585. 
Angel Rodriguez, 834 Blossom 
Avenue, Suisun City, CA 94585. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 13, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
March 12, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 2026 
ROOTER 4-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000500

The following persons are doing 
business as: Minermods, 255 
Primrose Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
RTC Enterprise 2025 LLC, 255 
Primrose Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 18, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration March 17, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 2026 
MINERMODS 4-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000519

The following persons are doing 
business as: Taho Haus, 2108 N 
Street #9445, Sacramento, CA 
95816. 
Poopaw Solutions, 2108 N Street 
#9445, Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 20, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: January 23, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 

from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration March 19, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026 
POOPAW 4-24-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000459

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Georgia Street 
Plaza, 301 Georgia Street, 
Vallejo, CA 94590. 
5044 Peabody LLC, 440 N 
Barranca Avenue #9978, Covina, 
CA 91723. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 12, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: March 5, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration March 11, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026 
GEORGIA 4-24-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000559

The following persons are doing 
business as: Dixondeals, 520 
West B Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
James McDonald, 520 West B 
Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 26, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
March 25, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: April 10, 17, 24, May 1, 2026
DIXONDEALS 5-1-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000606

The following persons are doing 
business as: Mr. Scientific, Mister 

Scientific, 1128 Western Street 
Suite 5, Fairfield, CA 94533. 
Max R Bickford, 1128 Western 
Street Suite 5, Fairfield, CA 
94533. 
Date filed in Solano County: April 
1, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
January 27, 2023
This Business is conducted by 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration March 31, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 10, 17, 24, May 1, 2026
SCIENTIFIC 5-1-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000632

The following persons are doing 
business as: Kett’s Catering, 1670 
Lassen Court, Dixon, CA 95620. 
John James Kett and James 
Mayoral, PO Box 43, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: April 
6, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
January 1, 2026
This Business is conducted by: A 
General Partnership. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expira-
tion April 5, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: April 17, 24, May 1, 8, 2026 
KETTS 5-1-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000499

The following persons are doing 
business as: Village Heat, 1344 W 
L Street, Benicia, CA 94510. 
Kameron Rojas, 1344 W L Street, 
Benicia, CA 94510 
Date filed in Solano County: 
March 18, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 

new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration March 17, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 17, 24, May 1, 8, 2026 
VILLAGE 5-1-26

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-02048
Dominique Simone Lopez filed 
a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Dominique Simone Lopez to 
Nayeli Simone Lopez.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled 
to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show why the pe-
tition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing. May 20, 2026, 
9:00 a.m. Department 3, Room 
301, Hall of Justice, 600 Union 
Avenue, Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: March 10, 2026
Publish: March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 2026
LOPEZ 4-17-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-02376
Tenika Marquita Parks. filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Tenika Marquita Johnson to 
Tenika Marquita Parks
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled 
to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show why the pe-
tition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing. May 20, 2026, 
9:00 a.m. Department 3, Room 
301, Hall of Justice, 600 Union 
Avenue, Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: March 19, 2026
Publish: April 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026
PARKS 4-24-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-01875
Ernesto Cesar Paez. filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
Ernesto Cesar Paez to Ernesto 
Ceaser Gamboa.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written 
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing. May 
21, 2026, 8:30 a.m. Department 
12, Room 8, Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, Old 
Solano Court House, 580 Texas 
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Wendy Getty
Dated: March 19, 2026
Publish: April 10, 17, 24, May 1, 2026
PAEZ 5-1-26

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
TS No. CA-25-1026332-CL 
Order No.: 250587064-CA-VOI 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 

A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
4/8/2022. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, or 
cash equivalent if deemed ac-
ceptable to the trustee, cashier’s 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 to the Financial 
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state, will be held by 
duly appointed trustee. The sale 
will be made, but without covenant 
or warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or en-
cumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) se-
cured by the Deed of Trust, with 
interest and late charges there-
on, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
fees, charges and expenses of 
the Trustee for the total amount 
(at the time of the initial publication 
of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below. 
The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale. BENEFICIARY 
MAY ELECT TO BID LESS 
THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT 
DUE. Trustor(s): THOMAS E. 
CHAPMAN AND BRITTANY 
L CHAPMAN, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE AS COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY WITH RIGHT OF 
SURVIVORSHIP. Recorded: 
4/13/2022 as Instrument No. 
202200026507 of Official Records 
in the office of the Recorder of 
SOLANO County, California; 
Date of Sale: 5/27/2026 at 09:00 
AM Place of Sale: At the Santa 
Clara St. Entrance of the Vallejo 
City Hall, located at 555 Santa 
Clara Street, Vallejo, CA 94590 
Amount of unpaid balance and 
other charges: $628,059.56 The 
purported property address is: 
255 SCHOONER RIDGE CT, 
DIXON, CA 95620 Assessor’s 
Parcel No. : 0108-252-150 All 
bidders, at the date, time, and 
place of the scheduled sale, will 
be required to show satisfactory 
support to the auctioneer of their 
ability to pay the amount they 
intend to bid, unless arrange-
ments have been made with the 
trustee prior to the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, you 
should understand that there are 
risks involved in bidding at a trust-
ee auction. You will be bidding on 
a lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trust-
ee auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear own-
ership of the property. You should 
also be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may be 
responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear ti-
tle to the property. You are encour-
aged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding 
liens that may exist on this prop-
erty by contacting the county re-
corder’s office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge you a fee for this informa-
tion. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, 
you may call 800-280-2832 for 
information regarding the trustee’s 
sale or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trustee: 
CA-25-1026332-CL. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information or 
on the internet website. The best 

way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to purchase this 
property after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property 
if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
If you are an “eligible bidder,” 
you may be able to purchase the 
property if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to 
exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call 619-645-
7711, or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trustee: 
CA-25-1026332-CL to find the 
date on which the trustee’s sale 
was held, the amount of the last 
and highest bid, and the address 
of the trustee. Second, you must 
send a written notice of intent 
to place a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale. Third, 
you must submit a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If 
you think you may qualify as an 
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligi-
ble bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this potential right to purchase. 
NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE 
OWNER-OCCUPANT: Any 
prospective owner-occupant as 
defined in Section 2924m of the 
California Civil Code who is the 
last and highest bidder at the 
trustee’s sale shall provide the 
required affidavit or declaration 
of eligibility to the auctioneer at 
the trustee’s sale or shall have 
it delivered to QUALITY LOAN 
SERVICE CORPORATION by 
5 p.m. on the next business day 
following the trustee’s sale at the 
address set forth in the below 
signature block. NOTICE TO 
PROSPECTIVE POST-SALE 
OVER BIDDERS: For post-sale 
information in accordance with 
Section 2924m(e) of the California 
Civil Code, use file number CA-
25-1026332-CL and call (866) 
645-7711 or login to: http://www.
qualityloan.com. The above statu-
torily mandated notices to Tenant, 
Prospective Owner-Occupant, 
and Prospective Post-Sale Over 
Bidders are brief summaries 
of what may be required under 
Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. Compliance with all 
relevant provisions will be re-
quired. The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the property address 
or other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. If no street 
address or other common desig-
nation is shown, directions to the 
location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written re-
quest to the beneficiary within 10 
days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is 
set aside for any reason, including 
if the Trustee is unable to convey 
title, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the monies paid to the Trustee. 
This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. The 
purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, 
the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the 
Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been discharged 
through bankruptcy, you may 
have been released of personal 
liability for this loan in which case 
this letter is intended to exercise 
the note holders right’s against 
the real property only. Date: 
QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 2763 Camino 
Del Rio S San Diego, CA 
92108 619-645-7711 For NON 
SALE information only Sale 
Line: 800-280-2832 Or Login 
to: http://www.qualityloan.
com Post-Sale Information 
(CCC 2924m(e)): (866) 645-
7711 Reinstatement or Payoff 
Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 5318 
QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION TS No.: CA-25-
1026332-CL
IDSPub #0314124 4/10/2026 4/17/2026 
4/24/2026
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916-483-0946

2508 Garfield Ave. • Ste. A
Carmichael, CA 95608

Dixon’s Independent Voice Adjudicated For and By the County of Solano, Adjudication No. FCS030046 – November 24, 2008

NOTICE OF PUBLIC ONLINE STORAGE AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Atkinson Self Storage at 1800 N. First Street /150 Atkinson 
Ct., Dixon, CA 95620 intends to sell the personal property described below to enforce a lien 
imposed on said property pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of the Business & Professions Code, 
known as the "California Self Service Storage Facilities Act," Section 2328 of the UCC, Section 
535 of the Penal Code and Provisions of the Civil Code.

The Auction will be conducted online at www.Bid13.com starting Friday, April 17, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 
and ending on Monday, April 27, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.  If there are no bidders, the property will 
be donated or disposed of accordingly. 

Property to be sold as follows:
#1 – Karl Nicholson
#2 – Amelia Waqa
#3 – Michelle Draper

#4 – Kristopher Purdom
#5 – Shaunna Ludwig
#6 – Betty Nunes

#7 – Karen Williams
#8 – Shane Mapes
#9 – Arnoldo Contreras

#10 – Barbara Herman
#11 – Derick Roque
#12 – Anthony Berry

All purchased items sold AS IS, WHERE IS, and must be paid for and removed within 72 hrs. of 
the end of the sale. Sale is subject to cancellation in the event of settlement between owner and 
obligated party. 

Atkinson Self Storage
1800 N. First Street / 150 Atkinson Ct, Dixon, CA 95620  
707-693-9200 Dixon Independent Voice 4-17-2026

considered a purchase agreement 
with LC Action Police Supply 
for 40 Generation 6 Glock pis-
tols equipped with the Aimpoint 
COA red dot optic and duty 
holsters. 

Chief Thompson explained 
that the department currently 
uses Generation 5 service pistols, 
but Generation 6 has enhanced 

optics allowing for improved 
officer accuracy, “especially 
under combat conditions.” He 
said every round that’s fired “is 
not only a tremendous liability 
for human life, it’s also a liability 
for the city for every round that 
doesn’t go where it’s intended.” 

When tes t ing  the  new 
technology in combat simula-
tions, Thompson said officers 

demonstrated improved accuracy 
in marksmanship without any 
transition training. The depart-
ment would trade in city-owned 
surplus firearms to offset the cost 
of the purchase, with the remain-
ing $29,818 coming from COPS 
Grant state funding. There would 
be no impact on the general fund. 

The council voted unani-
mously to approve the purchase. 

The council also consid-
ered an amendment to Chief 
Thompson’s employment agree-
ment to provide a 5 percent 
technology incentive for over-
sight and coordination of the 
city’s information technol-
ogy systems. Thompson has 
already taken on a lead role in 
this area, going beyond the tra-
ditional scope of police chief 

job responsibilities. The incen-
tive pay will compensate him 
for this additional time and 
responsibility. 

The council voted unan-
imously  to  approve  the 
amendment to the employment 
agreement. 

The next meeting of the Dixon 
City Council is scheduled for 
April 21.� 

Council Approves New Service Pistols for Police Department
Continued from page 1



6 • APRIL 17, 2026	 Dixon Independent Voice

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

I N D E P E N D E N T VO I C E . C O M

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS

www.IndependentVoice.com

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

PROPANE

RobL@alliedprogas.com

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

We live where you live
We understand your propane service needs. 

WE ARE

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More

FLOORING

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

For Sale
V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

Health/Wellness
XOSIALX – Get Social. Be 
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is 
redefining energy for every-
one. It provides an authentic, 
jitter-free boost that appeals to 
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have 
avoided them due to artificial 
ingredients or harsh effects. 
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Need Help?

Hire A Pro!

Are You a Pro?

Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 916-773-1111

Get the 
word out!

Buy and Shop Local!

LEGAL  ADS FOR 
SOLANO COUNTY?

             916-773-1111

GOT LOCAL 
NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773-1111

Classified
Advertising
Sell Your Stuff!  
Reach 1000’s  
of Readers 
Every Week!

916-773-1111

We are your neighbors

nextdoor.com/page/dixon-independent-voice
Stop by for a visit

DixonIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoice

Stevenson Bridge Rehabilitation Project to Begin in May
Yolo County News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - Solano 
County, in partnership with 
Yolo County, is moving for-
ward with the rehabilitation of 
the historic Stevenson Bridge, 
a 298-foot, multi-span arch 
bridge spanning Putah Creek 
between the two counties. 
While both counties are served 
by the bridge, Solano County 
was originally established as 
the agency responsible for its 
maintenance. Yolo County 
contributes to half of the ongo-
ing maintenance costs for the 
structure.

At more than 100 years old, 
Stevenson Bridge is designated 
as a historical landmark and 
serves as a critical transpor-
tation link connecting Solano 
and Yolo counties. According 
to California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), the 
bridge “is a rare example of 
a reinforced concrete through 
tied arch in California and is 
the oldest bridge of this type 
in California and possibly the 

United States.” Often referred 
to locally as “Graffiti Bridge,” 
it is the only remaining con-
crete double arch span bridge 
of its kind from its era.

The comprehensive rehabili-
tation project will preserve and 
strengthen the historic struc-
ture while improving safety 
and extending its lifespan. 
Planned improvements include 
scour protection, seismic retro-
fitting, roadway realignment, 
new foundations and concrete 
repairs throughout the bridge.

“The crossing of Stevenson 
Bridge is an important route 
for many modes, includ-
ing bicyclists,  and this 
temporary closure will pres-
ent an inconvenience for 
those who frequently use this 
path for recreation and com-
muting,” said District 2 Yolo 
County Board of Supervisors 
Lucas Frerichs. “Yolo County 
will continue to perform 
monthly street sweeping and 
vegetation maintenance along 
County Road 31 to improve 
bicycle safety for those using 

this alternate route more 
frequently due to the tempo-
rary construction closure of 
Stevenson Bridge.”

Solano County has con-
tracted with A&B Construction 
to complete the project for a 
bid price of $8,341,926. Each 
county’s share of the project 
cost will total approximately 
$1.65 million, with the major-
ity of the funding provided 
through the federal Highway 
Bridge Program. Preliminary 
mobilization activities, envi-
ronmental mitigation, and 
construction signage installa-
tion are already underway.

Construction is currently 
anticipated to begin in May. 
The active construction phase 
will require a temporary clo-
sure of Stevenson Bridge Road 
in Solano County (between 
Putah Creek Road and the 
bridge) and County Road 95A 
in Yolo County (between the 
bridge and Russell Boulevard).

Bridge closure is sched-
uled to begin Friday, May 1, 
and is expected to continue 

through October, with the goal 
of completing the work within 
a single summer construc-
tion season. Detours will be in 
place during this period. Local 
access to properties and busi-
nesses within the closure areas 
will be maintained throughout 
construction.

Stevenson Bridge is a vital 
link for residents, agricultural 
operations, and emergency 
services. Solano County is 
committed to restoring access 
for emergency response vehi-
cles as early as possible during 
construction; however, the 
bridge will remain closed to 
regular vehicle traffic for the 
duration of the project. 

County staff will continue 
coordinating closely with 
local agencies, emergency 
responders and commu-
nity stakeholders to ensure 
public safety and minimize 
disruptions.

Rehabilitating Stevenson 
Bridge is essential to preserv-
ing one of California’s most 
unique historic transportation 

structures. Addressing the 
bridge’s structural needs will 
ensure its continued acces-
sibility, safety and historical 
significance for generations to 
come.

Solano County and Yolo 
County both appreciate the 
public’s patience and under-
standing as this important 
infrastructure and preserva-
tion effort moves forward.

For more information 
about the Stevenson Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project, please 
contact the Solano County 
Department of Resource 
Management at 707-784-
6765 or speak with County 
inspectors on-site during 
construction.

For a map of Yolo County 
road closures and major 
maintenance projects, visit 
www.YoloCounty.gov/
road-closures. The public is 
reminded to slow down and 
obey all posted construc-
tion signs and directions 
from flaggers when traveling 
through work zones.� H

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

independentvoice.com/calendar
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • LEGENDARY ATHLETES
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Capital of Tibet
6. Templeton of “Char-
lotte’s Web”
9. Maisie Williams on 
“Game of Thrones”
13. Poisonous plant
14. UN labor grp.
15. George Orwell to 
Eric Arthur Blair
16. Movie genre
17. Shark part
18. Ax mark
19. *First Native Ameri-
can to win Olympic Gold
21. *The Great One of 
hockey
23. Be indisposed
24. Disfigure
25. Du Bois’ initials
28. Hoodwink
30. Baking soda
35. Bypass
37. “Breaking Bad” 
product
39. Spelunker
40. Orchestra member
41. Charles Dickens’ 
“____ House”
43. Family room staple
44. Like United States 
Capitol
46. “Cogito ____ sum”
47. Tongue-____
48. Stockholm dwellers
50. *Tiger Woods has 
won this award the 
most times
52. On the wagon
53. Silage
55. Almond-induced 
state?
57. *Jordan or Phelps
61. *Female player with 
most Open Era Grand 
Slams
64. Infant’s woe
65. Seafood selection
67. Practical
69. Stopped sleeping
70. Pigeon sound
71. *Most decorated 
gymnast
72. Red, or excessively 
bureaucratic, one
73. End of a fuse?
74. Balance sheet entry

DOWN
1. Drug in “Fear and Loath-
ing in Las Vegas”
2. John Mellencamp’s 
“____ So Good”
3. Nanny in East Asia
4. Polynesian island 
country
5. Tick or mite
6. Abundant
7. *Boxer a.k.a. The Peo-
ple’s Champion
8. Kingdom in South Pacific
9. Loads (2 words)
10. Nabisco cracker
11. Noisy talk
12. Like Zombie’s skin color
15. Low on hemoglobin
20. Perfectly vertical
22. Adam’s body part
24. Measured, like electric-
ity on utility bill
25. *Tied for most PGA 
Tour wins
26. Curve like a bow
27. Biotic community
29. *O Rei of soccer
31. Throw a line
32. Steer clear of
33. Send to a specialist, 

e.g.
34. *NFL’s 7-time Super 
Bowl champion
36. Got ready to drive
38. Old witches, usually
42. Small steep-sided hill, 
in Africa
45. Vandalize
49. Johnny Nash’s “I Can 
____ See Clearly Now”
51. West African people
54. Choose by vote
56. Abominable snowmen
57. Med. sch. requirement
58. *Hall of Famer Bob 
Feller’s home state
59. Hoofbeat sound
60. Nature walk
61. Narrow aperture
62. Zilches
63. Away from wind
66. Many, many moons
68. Approx.
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Sacramento State 
Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Junior Alexa Ortiz has 
been named the Big Sky 
Conference Pitcher of the 
Week after helping the 
Hornets to a series win at 
Weber State.

Sacramento State (24-
14, 3-3) took two of three 
in Ogden against the 

Wildcats, and Ortiz 
was the winning 
pitcher 
in both 
those 
victo-
ries. The 
right-
hander 
has been 
named confer-
ence pitcher of 
the week four times 
this season (Feb. 9, Feb. 

23, March 2) - the most 
by a Hornet since Marissa 
Bertuccio won the award 
five times in 2023.

Ort iz  f in ished the 
series 2-0 with a 1.27 
ERA, which included an 
eight-inning complete 
game in the team's 5-2 vic-
tory in the rubber game of 
the series. 

In 11.0 innings, the 
Chandler, Ariz., native 
allowed 11 hits and just 
two runs with six strike-
outs. Opponents hit .268, 
and she yielded one extra 
base hit. 

In the eight-inning com-
plete-game victory, Ortiz 
allowed eight hits and a 
pair of runs while throw-
ing 119 pitches. She went 
three innings to earn the 
win in the Hornets' five-in-
ning mercy rule victory on 
Friday, allowing just three 
hits and no runs with three 

strikeouts.
Ort iz  (9-6, 

2.58 ERA) 
leads the 
Big Sky 
in oppo-
nent 
batting 
aver-

age (.218) 
and strikeouts 

(82), while rank-
ing second in ERA 

and wins. 

Kolbe and Clader Earn NCEA Ariat 
All-America Honors

Lauren Koble (left) and Mya Clader (right) have been selected to the All-America First Team in Fences. Photo courtesy of UC Davis

UC Davis News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - The National 
College Equestrian Association 
(NCEA) has announced its 
2025-26 All-America hon-
ors, recognizing Lauren Kolbe 
and Mya Clader for their stand-
out performances throughout the 
 regular season.

Junior Lauren Kolbe headlines 

the honors with a selection to 
the All-America First Team in 
Fences. Recognized as one of the 
top six riders in the nation for the 
discipline, Kolbe also secured 
Second Team All-America hon-
ors on the Flat. These distinctions 
bring Kolbe's career total to three 
All-America honors, having pre-
viously earned a First Team Flat 
nod during the 2024-25 season. 

Her dual-discipline success this 
year cements her status as one of 
the most versatile and consistent 
Jumping Seat riders in the country.

Joining the All-America ranks 
is senior Mya Clader, who earns 
her first career NCEA distinction 
with a Second Team selection in 
Reining. Clader's performance in 
the Western arena was a hallmark 
of the Aggies' successful season, 

as she met the elite statistical 
requirements to be named among 
the top five Reining riders in the 
nation for the Second Team list.

The top riders per event 
nationally are named First Team 
All-America, while the next 
group earns Second Team hon-
ors. With these selections, UC 
Davis continues to demonstrate 
its presence on the national 

stage, placing multiple riders 
on the All-America list for the 
third consecutive year and main-
taining a tradition of excellence 
across both the Jumping Seat and 
Western disciplines. With these 
three selections, the Aggies have 
now placed at least one rider 
on the NCEA First or Second  
All-America Team every year 
since 2022. 

Ortiz Named Big Sky 
Pitcher of the Week

Junior Alexa Ortiz has been named the Big Sky Conference 
Pitcher of the Week after helping the Hornets to a series win 
at Weber State. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

Seven Aggies Named National Football 
Foundation Hampshire Scholars

UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

IRVINE, TX (MPG) - Cole Batson, 
Rex Connors, Mitchell Dixon, 
Jacob Psyk, Nate Rutchena, 
Eli Simonson and Derrell 
Smith-Porter have all been 
recognized by the National 

Football Foundation for the 
contributions on the field and 
in the classroom with all seven 
UC Davis football student-ath-
letes being named members 
of the 2026 NFF Hampshire 
Honor Society as announced by 
the NFF.

C e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  2 0 t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y,  t h e  N F F 
Hampshire Honor Society has 
recognized 23,568 student-ath-
letes from 691 schools since 
2007. The 2026 class, which 
includes a record 2,596 players 
from 365 schools, represents 
the largest group in the pro-
gram's history and underscores 

the sustained academic achieve-
ment taking place across all 
levels of college football.

Created in 2007, the NFF 
Hampshire Honor Society is 
one of the most comprehen-
sive scholar-athlete initiatives 
in college athletics, recogniz-
ing football players from all 

divisions who have maintained 
a cumulative 3.2 GPA or 
higher throughout their college 
careers. 

Fo r  t he  fu l l  c r i t e r i a 
and history visit: https://
footballfoundation.org/
sports/2018/7/30/hamp-
shire-honor-society.aspx 

Desmond, Wanner and Edwards Earn 
U.S Open Cup Team of the Round  

For their performances in the Indomitable Club’s match-up against Valley 5599 FC, Captain 
Lee Desmond, Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - U.S. Soccer 
recently named the latest Team of the 
Round for 2026 edition of the U.S. 
Open Cup. For their performances in the 
Indomitable Club’s match-up against 
Valley 5599 FC, Captain Lee Desmond, 
Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards 
earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament.  

Republic FC pushed through the rainy 
elements and held the advantage all night 
to come away with a 4-0 victory against 
Valley 559 FC. Lee Desmond, a key 
member of the 2022 Republic FC squad 
that made a historic run to the Open Cup 
Final, got the club on the board early with 
a header in the 11th minute. Later in the 
half, he would preserve the clean sheet 
with a stellar goal line clearance that had 
him sliding into the goal post to make 

the save. The assist came from Dominik 
Wanner, who went on to finish the match 
with two assists and a goal of his own. The 
German winger now leads the tournament 
with three assists in 2026. 

Offseason addition Kyle Edwards also 
made his statement on the match, record-
ing a brace – the second Open Cup brace 
for Republic FC this year – and an assist.  

With the Second Round win, The Quails 
have advanced to the Round of 32 for the 
fifth consecutive season and hosted MLS 
club Minnesota United FC on April 14. 
MLS opponents have become a regu-
lar occurrence for the Indomitable Club 
in Cup play, with eight matchups over 
the last four seasons. Since its inaugural 
season, the club has six “Cupsets” over 
higher-seeded teams, more than any other 
USL club, and amassed an impressive 21 
home tournament wins. 

Republic FC tickets are available at 
SacRepublicFC.com. 

So much for journalis-
tic objectivity. 

The BBC science ed-
itor covering the launch 
of Artemis II couldn’t 
contain her enthusiasm 
when the first plumes of 
smoke spread out from 
the launch pad. “Oh, my 
goodness! Oh, my good-
ness!” she exclaimed, 
clapping like a schoolgirl. 

As the rocket lifted off, 
she got visibly emotional: 
“It’s not just what you see 
and you hear as the rock-
et lifts off. You can feel 
the force of it through 
your body. This is the 
most powerful rocket that 
NASA has ever built!” 

Rebecca Morelle can 
be forgiven for falling in 
love with the subject of 
her story. A rocket launch 
is an awe-inspiring event 
-- a controlled explosion 
hurling a gigantic projec-
tile into the ether. There’s 
the sheer power, the un-
avoidable risk, the quest-
ing spirit. A rocket feels 
and looks like the future, 
and there’s something 
very human about gazing 
into the sky in wonder.

NASA hasn’t been 
glamorous in decades. 
Once upon a time, kids 
were putting up glossy 
photos of Apollo rock-
ets and astronauts on 
their bedroom walls. But 
the Apollo program was 
killed long ago -- civ-
il-rights activists were 
among those mobilizing 
against it, oddly enough 
-- and nothing has cap-
tured the imagination the 
same way since. 

The space shuttle made 
space flight routine and 

boring, and there was 
nothing particularly am-
bitious about the Inter-
national Space Station. 
Rovers and telescopes 
were worthy endeavors, 
but not thrilling. 

There is no substitute 
for manned space flight. 
The Artemis project is 
not exactly boldly going 
where no man has gone 
before, since it seeks to 
return to the moon af-
ter we were there half a 
century ago. But sending 
astronauts 250,000 miles 
from Earth as part of a 
project to eventually set 
up a base on the moon 
is the most enterpris-
ing NASA project since 
Apollo. 

This is all to the good, 
but Artemis has been 
plagued by delays and 
cost overruns. NASA 
hasn’t been able to rep-
licate the urgent, mis-
sion-driven approach that 
characterized the Apollo 
program. It took eight 
years to get to the moon 
the first time, while Ar-
temis has been going for 
nine years and we still ar-
en’t back.

NASA projects tend 
to get caught in a cycle: 
One president proposes 
a big new initiative, only 
for it to get canceled by 
his successor, who pro-
poses his own initiative 
that is canceled in turn. 
The worst case scenario 
is that a Democratic pres-
ident elected in 2028 nix-
es Artemis because Presi-
dent Trump favored it. 

That said, the space ex-
pert Robert Zubrin notes 
that space is particularly 
appealing to Americans 
as a people defined, in 
part, by the frontier. JFK 
talked of “the New Fron-
tier,” and the famous 

open of the TV show 
“Star Trek” called space 
“the final frontier.”

Certainly, the Amer-
ican space program is 
a marked contrast with 
that of the Europeans, the 
European Space Agency. 
NASA’s budget is sev-
eral times larger. We’ve 
sent men to the moon, 
whereas they haven’t. 
And we’ve sent multiple 
successful landers and 
rovers to Mars (the first 
lander in 1976, the first 
rover in 1997), whereas 
the ESA has only man-
aged two unsuccessful 
landers. 

Getting back to the 
moon is nice, but it is a 
manned mission to Mars 
that should be our ulti-
mate objective. It would 
truly be another giant leap 
for mankind, opening up 
a vista of homo sapiens 
as a multi-planetary spe-
cies. The technological 
challenge would be sig-
nificant, requiring Apol-
lo-like exertions, while 
there’s much of scientific 
importance to be learned 
on the Red Planet.

Right now, the most 
popular movie in Ameri-
ca is “Project Hail Mary,” 
a sci-fi thriller about a 
desperate mission into 
space. The film plays 
to our inherent interest 
in journeys into the un-
known, and to our admi-
ration for those who have 
the courage to explore 
new worlds, from Francis 
Drake to Neil Armstrong. 

Artemis II tapped into 
the same thing, which is 
why that BBC reporter -- 
and so many of the rest of 
us -- were so moved.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Yes, Boldly Go

California Voters Will Face Dueling Ballot 
Propositions This Fall. Confusion is Likely

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When California voters 
approved Proposition 13 in 
1978, they forced a massive 
change in how government 
services are financed that 
continues to reverberate 
nearly a half-century later.

Prop. 13’s limits on prop-
erty taxes that had financed 
public schools and other 
units of local government for 
many decades forced fun-
damental changes in fiscal 
responsibilities — the state 
assuming education costs 
being just one example.

California media exten-
sively covered Prop. 13’s 
financial impacts at the time, 
and countless academic 
and journalistic analyses 
have done so since. But one 
aspect of its passage has 
been largely ignored.

California’s political lead-
ership in 1978 — Gov. Jerry 
Brown and a Legislature 
controlled by his fellow 
Democrats — did their best 
to torpedo Prop. 13 by plac-
ing a rival measure on the 
same primary election ballot. 
The alternative, Proposition 
8, promised property tax 
relief for owner-occupied 
homes but denied it to com-
mercial property.

Prop. 13 passed over-
whelmingly but Prop. 8 lost 
narrowly. The failed counter-
play was quickly forgotten 
as politicians — Brown most 
obviously — rushed to 
embrace the tax revolt. 
Brown even called himself a 

“born-again tax cutter.”
Prop. 13 sparked an explo-

sion of ballot initiatives that 
continues today. Although 
the practice of allowing ini-
tiatives to make law while 
bypassing the Legislature 
had been in place since 
1912, it was scantly used 
until Prop. 13 demonstrated 
its power. Hundreds of ini-
tiatives have been proposed 
since — nearly a thousand 
just in the last 20 years.

And while the rates of 
qualification and passage 
are relatively tiny, voters 
can anticipate facing about 
a dozen ballot proposi-
tions every two years. Most 
faintly resemble, if at all, 
truly grassroots movements. 
The vast majority are spon-
sored by narrow economic or 
ideological interests seeking 
to gain financial or political 
advantages.

Backers will spend mil-
lions of dollars to draft and 
qualify their measures using 
paid signature-gathers to 
fill their petitions and many 
more millions to sell them 
to voters. Swing Strategies, 
a Sacramento political con-
sulting firm that specializes 
in ballot measures, says plac-
ing a measure on the ballot 
can cost more than $10 mil-
lion, and campaigns can hit 
the $100 million mark.

During a webinar on the 
2026 initiative picture this 
week, Swing Strategies said 
48 measures were originally 
proposed, 36 of them tried to 
make the ballot by collecting 
the required number of valid 
voter signatures and 17 are 
true contenders as the April 
17 deadline for submitting 
petitions draws near.

The 17 contenders fit the 
mold of reflecting narrow 
interests. Many harken back to 
1978, when politicians placed 
a rival measure on the ballot in 
hopes of killing Prop. 13.

For example, Service 
Employees International 
Union-United Healthcare 
Workers West ( or SEIU-
UHW), a huge health care 
worker union, has a mea-
sure to limit health care 
executives’ compensation, 
and the California Hospital 
Association countered with a 
proposition to compel health 
care unions to tell mem-
bers how much money they 
spend on politics.

A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e : 
Personal injury lawyers 
have a measure to hold ride-
share companies liable for 
sexual assaults by drivers, 
while Uber has one to limit 
lawyers’ fees in auto crash 
lawsuits.

There’s also a quadruple 
play on taxes.

SEIU-UHW is sponsor-
ing a 5% tax on the wealth 
of California billionaires to 
provide more health care 
money, and the California 
Teachers Association wants 
to make a temporary surtax 
on high-income Californians 
permanent.

Meanwhile, business and 
anti-tax groups propose 
making local government 
tax increases more diffi-
cult by increasing their 
vote thresholds — paying 
homage to Prop. 13. But a 
measure placed on the ballot 
by the Legislature would tor-
pedo it by requiring a higher 
vote threshold for measures 
that raise tax increase vote 
thresholds.

That’s a clone of the Prop. 
13 duel 48 years ago. Some 
things never change.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The NBA season has finally come to a 
close, and the Sacramento Kings face an 
uncertain future in many ways. Their coach-
ing position is not among them however, with 
the announcement that Doug Christie will be 
retained for next season to mentor this group 
of veterans and youngsters one more time.

That decision comes with more than a 
few lifted eyebrows, as Christie came into 
question frequently this season with his deci-
sion making as it relates to rotations and
much more.

Case in point was Doug McDermott who 
literally sat out the fi rst half of the season, 
while fi nally getting playing time when half of 
the team went on the injured list. McDermott 
fi nished the season with 48 3-pointers on 39 
percent shooting from beyond the arc.

Yes, the Sacramento Kings and their fan 
base have endured a gut-wrenching season as 
they managed a paltry 22 wins, making the 
2025-26 season one of the worst since they 
landed in Sacramento over 40 years ago. 

But the anemic 22 wins in all fairness 
doesn’t tell the full story. 

Injuries to key players like Domantas 
Sabonis and Keegan Murray robbed 
Sacramento of having any legitimate run at 
the playoff s, and as a result coach Christie and 
his staff  had an unfettered opportunity to get 
a close look at the young talent on this team.

Players like Precious Achiuwa, Dylan 
Cardwell, Nique Cliff ord, Maxime Raynaud, 
Daequon Plowden, and even latecomer Killiam 
Hayes, made people sit up and take notice as 
they experienced NBA action under fi re.

All acquitted themselves admirably 
although truth be told they are likely to 
become effi  cient bench players, as opposed to 
bonafi de NBA starters. 

That is not all bad, as Domantas Sabonis, 
Keegan Murray, De’Andre Hunter, Russell 
Westbrook, DeMar DeRozan and Zach Lavine 
represent a core of starters that have a proven 
track record.

The question is, what will the upcoming 
draft bring the Kings, and will the draft lottery 
be kind to them?

Sacramento finished with the fourth-
worst record in the NBA tied with the 
Utah Jazz, so the likelihood of a high 
round draft choice although not a sure bet, 

is a defi nite possibility.
Someone of the caliber of a Cameron 

boozer, or A.J. Dybantsa would help cement 
the front court that the Kings have been in 
need of for many years.

Sacramento is banking that they made a 
good decision in trading for De’Andre Hunter, 
and by adding another big body to the front 
court in the upcoming draft, the Kings could 
take on an entirely diff erent look.

Domantas Sabonis remains the player that 
brings legitimacy to the starting unit, but 
question marks remain as to whether Russell 
Westbrook and Zach Lavine will return for a 
second season.

Westbrook continues to defy mother 
nature, averaging 15 points, five boards 
and 6.7 assists while logging an average 
of 29 minutes per game. His leadership and
eff ervescent attitude were unmistakable, and 
many are looking at him as a future coach in 
some capacity. 

Are we disappointed in the 22-win season? 
Of course we are. But the handwriting is on 
the wall, and all eyes turn to G.M. Scott Perry 
as the Sacramento fan base pause in unison to 
see what skills he can bring to this team in the 
upcoming draft.

Last season brought the Kings Nique 
Cliff ord and Maxime Raynaud, and although 
solid role players, the Sacramento Kings are 
in dire need of an impact player.

Will Scott Perry become the GM that every-
one wants to believe is the game changer for 
the Kings or will it be business as usual.

Another question mark for next season is 
much heralded Keegan Murray. While many 
considered this season to be likely his coming 
out year, injuries put that opportunity on the 
back burner, and that question will need to be 
answered next year.

I sat courtside and watched this former 
NCAA scoring champ drain 11 3-pointers in 
a row in his rookie season, fi nally ending the 
game with 12, setting an all-time Sacramento 
record for 3-pointers in a game. It was a mag-
ical night but left every fan wondering what 
the possible was.

Cross your fingers and say your prayers 
Sacramento fans, because answers to many 
questions are less than a month away!

All the best! 

The Season Is in the Books

If Either of us Die, Will the other 
Get a Social Security Survivor Benefit?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 79. 
My husband is also 79 and 
we both receive Social 
Security benefits. We were 
both married before, and 
we married each other 
at the age of 58. Am I to 
understand correctly that 
when either of us dies, 
the surviving spouse is 
not eligible to collect the 
deceased spouse’s Social 
Security benefits? Please 
correct me if I am wrong. 
Signed: Curious Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse: 
A surviving spouse only 
gets one benefit - either 
their own SS retirement 
amount, or their deceased 
spouse’s amount, which-
ever is more. So, the 
Social Security bene-
fit that the deceased was 
receiving at death will 
be paid to the surviv-
ing spouse, replacing any 
smaller SS payment the 
survivor was already col-
lecting. To be sure you 

are aware, the surviving 
spouse will also be eligi-
ble for a one-time lump 
sum death benefit of $255 
(I know it isn’t much, 
but it should be claimed 
anyway). 

Also, unless the surviv-
ing spouse was already 
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners 
were living, the surviv-
ing spouse will need to 
contact Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 (or at 
the local SS field office) 
to make an appointment 
to apply for their survivor 
benefit.

One other thing to be 
aware of since you were 
both married before: if 
either of you die, and 
your first marriage lasted 
at least 10 years and your 
ex-spouse has also died, 
the surviving spouse will 
have a choice to collect 
a survivor benefit from 
either the ex-spouse, 
or the most recently 
deceased spouse, which-
ever amount is more. 
But, again, you can only 
collect one benefit pay-
ment as  a  surviving 
spouse – either from your 
ex-spouse or from your 
recently deceased spouse, 
whichever benefi t  is 
higher.

FYI, survivor bene-
fits are a confusing area 
of Social Security, so you 

might also find informa-
tive this article I recently 
published, as it goes more 
deeply into surviving 
spouse benefits (includ-
ing benefits for surviving 
minor children and sur-
viving adult disabled 
children). Read the arti-
cle titled “Demystifying 
Social Security Survivor 
B e n e f i t s ”  a t  w w w.
amacfoundation.org/
demystifying-social-se-
curity-survivor-benefits/.  
Of course, if you have 
any further questions, 
please contact  us at 
1.888.750.2622, or email 
us at SSadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. There 
is never a fee for our 
services.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Secur i ty  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-dvisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. 

Social Security Matters
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Sacramento State 
Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Junior Alexa Ortiz has 
been named the Big Sky 
Conference Pitcher of the 
Week after helping the 
Hornets to a series win at 
Weber State.

Sacramento State (24-
14, 3-3) took two of three 
in Ogden against the 

Wildcats, and Ortiz 
was the winning 
pitcher 
in both 
those 
victo-
ries. The 
right-
hander 
has been 
named confer-
ence pitcher of 
the week four times 
this season (Feb. 9, Feb. 

23, March 2) - the most 
by a Hornet since Marissa 
Bertuccio won the award 
five times in 2023.

Ort iz  f in ished the 
series 2-0 with a 1.27 
ERA, which included an 
eight-inning complete 
game in the team's 5-2 vic-
tory in the rubber game of 
the series. 

In 11.0 innings, the 
Chandler, Ariz., native 
allowed 11 hits and just 
two runs with six strike-
outs. Opponents hit .268, 
and she yielded one extra 
base hit. 

In the eight-inning com-
plete-game victory, Ortiz 
allowed eight hits and a 
pair of runs while throw-
ing 119 pitches. She went 
three innings to earn the 
win in the Hornets' five-in-
ning mercy rule victory on 
Friday, allowing just three 
hits and no runs with three 

strikeouts.
Ort iz  (9-6, 

2.58 ERA) 
leads the 
Big Sky 
in oppo-
nent 
batting 
aver-

age (.218) 
and strikeouts 

(82), while rank-
ing second in ERA 

and wins. 

Kolbe and Clader Earn NCEA Ariat 
All-America Honors

Lauren Koble (left) and Mya Clader (right) have been selected to the All-America First Team in Fences. Photo courtesy of UC Davis

UC Davis News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - The National 
College Equestrian Association 
(NCEA) has announced its 
2025-26 All-America hon-
ors, recognizing Lauren Kolbe 
and Mya Clader for their stand-
out performances throughout the 
 regular season.

Junior Lauren Kolbe headlines 

the honors with a selection to 
the All-America First Team in 
Fences. Recognized as one of the 
top six riders in the nation for the 
discipline, Kolbe also secured 
Second Team All-America hon-
ors on the Flat. These distinctions 
bring Kolbe's career total to three 
All-America honors, having pre-
viously earned a First Team Flat 
nod during the 2024-25 season. 

Her dual-discipline success this 
year cements her status as one of 
the most versatile and consistent 
Jumping Seat riders in the country.

Joining the All-America ranks 
is senior Mya Clader, who earns 
her first career NCEA distinction 
with a Second Team selection in 
Reining. Clader's performance in 
the Western arena was a hallmark 
of the Aggies' successful season, 

as she met the elite statistical 
requirements to be named among 
the top five Reining riders in the 
nation for the Second Team list.

The top riders per event 
nationally are named First Team 
All-America, while the next 
group earns Second Team hon-
ors. With these selections, UC 
Davis continues to demonstrate 
its presence on the national 

stage, placing multiple riders 
on the All-America list for the 
third consecutive year and main-
taining a tradition of excellence 
across both the Jumping Seat and 
Western disciplines. With these 
three selections, the Aggies have 
now placed at least one rider 
on the NCEA First or Second  
All-America Team every year 
since 2022. 

Ortiz Named Big Sky 
Pitcher of the Week

Junior Alexa Ortiz has been named the Big Sky Conference 
Pitcher of the Week after helping the Hornets to a series win 
at Weber State. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics

Seven Aggies Named National Football 
Foundation Hampshire Scholars

UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

IRVINE, TX (MPG) - Cole Batson, 
Rex Connors, Mitchell Dixon, 
Jacob Psyk, Nate Rutchena, 
Eli Simonson and Derrell 
Smith-Porter have all been 
recognized by the National 

Football Foundation for the 
contributions on the field and 
in the classroom with all seven 
UC Davis football student-ath-
letes being named members 
of the 2026 NFF Hampshire 
Honor Society as announced by 
the NFF.

C e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  2 0 t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y,  t h e  N F F 
Hampshire Honor Society has 
recognized 23,568 student-ath-
letes from 691 schools since 
2007. The 2026 class, which 
includes a record 2,596 players 
from 365 schools, represents 
the largest group in the pro-
gram's history and underscores 

the sustained academic achieve-
ment taking place across all 
levels of college football.

Created in 2007, the NFF 
Hampshire Honor Society is 
one of the most comprehen-
sive scholar-athlete initiatives 
in college athletics, recogniz-
ing football players from all 

divisions who have maintained 
a cumulative 3.2 GPA or 
higher throughout their college 
careers. 

Fo r  t he  fu l l  c r i t e r i a 
and history visit: https://
footballfoundation.org/
sports/2018/7/30/hamp-
shire-honor-society.aspx 

Desmond, Wanner and Edwards Earn 
U.S Open Cup Team of the Round  

For their performances in the Indomitable Club’s match-up against Valley 5599 FC, Captain 
Lee Desmond, Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - U.S. Soccer 
recently named the latest Team of the 
Round for 2026 edition of the U.S. 
Open Cup. For their performances in the 
Indomitable Club’s match-up against 
Valley 5599 FC, Captain Lee Desmond, 
Dominik Wanner and Kyle Edwards 
earned honors for the second round of the 
tournament.  

Republic FC pushed through the rainy 
elements and held the advantage all night 
to come away with a 4-0 victory against 
Valley 559 FC. Lee Desmond, a key 
member of the 2022 Republic FC squad 
that made a historic run to the Open Cup 
Final, got the club on the board early with 
a header in the 11th minute. Later in the 
half, he would preserve the clean sheet 
with a stellar goal line clearance that had 
him sliding into the goal post to make 

the save. The assist came from Dominik 
Wanner, who went on to finish the match 
with two assists and a goal of his own. The 
German winger now leads the tournament 
with three assists in 2026. 

Offseason addition Kyle Edwards also 
made his statement on the match, record-
ing a brace – the second Open Cup brace 
for Republic FC this year – and an assist.  

With the Second Round win, The Quails 
have advanced to the Round of 32 for the 
fifth consecutive season and hosted MLS 
club Minnesota United FC on April 14. 
MLS opponents have become a regu-
lar occurrence for the Indomitable Club 
in Cup play, with eight matchups over 
the last four seasons. Since its inaugural 
season, the club has six “Cupsets” over 
higher-seeded teams, more than any other 
USL club, and amassed an impressive 21 
home tournament wins. 

Republic FC tickets are available at 
SacRepublicFC.com. 
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Public Health Laboratory Receives National Award 
for Health and Environmental Practices

Solano County News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Napa-
Solano-Yolo-Marin County Regional 
Public Health Laboratory, operated by 
Solano County, has been recognized with 
the Healthiest Laboratory Award from the 
Association of Public Health Laboratories 
(APHL) for its commitment to staff well-
ness, laboratory safety and environmentally 
responsible practices. This year’s awardees 
will be announced during the May 2026 
APHL Annual Conference Awards 
Breakfast in Baltimore. 

The Healthiest Laboratory Award hon-
ors laboratories in local health jurisdictions 
that show an outstanding commitment 

to employee health and wellness while 
actively reducing their environmental 
impact through holistic practices and pol-
icies. This commitment is made possible 
through a strong collaboration between 
Solano County Health and Social Services 
and the Napa Solano Yolo Marin County 
Regional Public Health Laboratory to inte-
grate countywide wellness initiatives and 
laboratory specific safety practices that 
protect staff, the community and the envi-
ronment from biological and chemical 
hazards. 

“We thank our laboratory staff for their 
continued dedication to maintaining a 
safe and supportive work environment,” 
said Beatrix Kapusinszky, Laboratory 

Director. “This recognition speaks to how 
our team supports and achieves their well-
ness goals and maintains conscientious 
safety practices while carrying out essen-
tial work in disease detection, monitoring 
and prevention.”

The laboratory supports staff health, 
safety and wellness through a range of pol-
icies and practices, including the following. 

Workplace wellness programs, ergo-
nomic workstations, supportive break 
policies and staff-led team walk activities 

Regular training, ongoing education, 
and standard operating procedures for safe 
laboratory practices, including the proper 
handling, segregation, and disposal of 
chemical and biological materials 

Required use of personal protective 
equipment to reduce risk and exposure 

Dedicated personnel responsible for bio-
safety, hazardous materials and quality 
assurance 

Routine health screening and vaccina-
tions for laboratory personnel

Opportunities for professional develop-
ment, like the public health microbiologist 
training program

For Solano County Health and Social 
Services employee wellness policies, train-
ing, and development opportunities, visit 
the County’s Human Resources page. For 
public health laboratory services, visit 
Napa-Solano-Yolo-Marin Public Health 
Laboratory.� 

UC Davis Picnic Day: Where Bugs Are Invited
UC Davis News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - At the 112th annual 
campuswide UC Davis Picnic Day 
April 18, bugs are not only invited, 
but escorted. 

The “stars of the show” are 
the UC Davis Department of 
Entomology and Nematology’s 
line-up of cockroaches, flies, mos-
quitoes, ants, bees, tarantulas, stick 
insects, hornworms, lady beetles, 
nematodes and more at Briggs 
Hall. Favorite activities include the 
traditional cockroach races and 
maggot art.

Heading the student-faculty ento-
mology committee this year are 
UC Davis Entomology Graduate 
Student Association (EGSA) 
member Grace Horne, a doctoral 
candidate in the lab of urban land-
scape entomologist Emily Meineke, 
associate professor, and Marshall 
McMunn, assistant professor of 
teaching.

New this year will be origami 
insect art, coordinated by McMunn; 
and a wetlands restoration exhibit 
headed by medical entomologist 
and geneticist Geoffrey Attardo, 
associate professor, Department of 
Entomology and Nematology.

The entomological activities, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., will all take 
place in or around Briggs Hall: in 
Rooms 122 and 158; in the court-
yard; and on the lawn. 

EGSA will be selling student-de-
signed T-shirts and stickers near 
the entrance of Briggs. The offi-
cial EGSA Picnic Day 2026 shirt, 
titled “Product of Migration,” fea-
tures migratory insects and was 
primarily illustrated by Veronica 
Casey, a doctoral candidate in 
Shahid Siddique’s nematology lab, 
according to EGSA treasurer Briley 
Mullen, a Ph.D. student in Ian 
Grettenberger’s lab.

Mullen added that the design was 
a collaborative effort with Veronica 

El Robeck, a second-year ento-
mology Ph.D. student in Professor 
Chris Barker’s lab, and Carla-
Cristina “CC” Edwards, a doctoral 
candidate in the Attardo lab. The 
shirt comes in light blue and will 
be available as both a T-shirt and 
a long-sleeve. The design will also 
be featured on stickers sold at the 
EGSA booth.

The second-place winning T-shirt 
in the EGSA contest was “Picnic 
Day with Pals,” designed by Olivia 
Lopez, a first-year entomology 
PhD student in the lab of Professor 
Fumika Hamada of the Department 
of Neurobiology, Physiology and 
Behavior.  The emblem is also a 
sticker. 

EGSA sells T-shirts and stickers 
year-round on its website at https://
ucdavisentgrad.square.site/.

The list of activities and events 
is available at entnem.ucdavis.edu/
news/uc-davis-picnic-day-lets-go-
bugs.� 

UC Davis doctoral candidate Grace Horne, co-chair of the UC 
Davis Department of Entomology and Nematology's Picnic 
Day Committee, holding a hickory horned devil caterpillar 
(Citheronia regalis). Photo courtesy of UC Davis


