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By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

complish something that hasn’t
been done for over a decade.
Under the guidance of Botelho
and his assistant John Langis,
Franklin went 10-1 on the regu-
lar season and then went on not
only to capture the MetroWest

This season, Bo Botelho took
over the Franklin St. Mary’s
ninth and tenth grade CYO bas-
ketball team and was able to ac-

Under the guidance of Bo Botelho and his assistant John Langis, Frank-
lin St. Mary’s ninth and tenth grade CYO basketball team Franklin
captured the MetroWest Championship as well as the State and New
England trophies.
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St. Mary’s CYO - A Three Time Winner

Championship, but also to take
home the State and New Eng-
land trophies.

Once the Coaching staff saw
the roster for the first time, they
knew that they had a special
group of athletes.

“In basketball, you have to
know what you are trying to
do. I knew that we had a great
team, and a championship
was what we’re playing for,”
Botelho said. “I told the kids
at the beginning that if we
are going to be playing for the
championship, even playing
time was not going to happen;
in tight games, the starters were
going to see more time. Every-
one bought in.”

On the court, the Franklin
players were a family, and as a
coach who played basketball,
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This month, 2026 New England Golden Gloves of America champion
(110 1b.) Jose Roman lll, of Franklin, shown here flanked by his coaches
Jose Roman, Jr. and Peter Manfredo, Jr. will head to the Golden Gloves
Of America National Championship in Tulsa, OK.

Franklin’s Jose Roman
Il Wins NE Golden

Gloves
Fighter to Head to
Golden Gloves of
America this month

By Juprrh Doraro O’GAara

He beat cancer and got
up on his feet to beat other
junior boxers in his weight
class, and now, competing as
an adult in the ring this time,
Franklin’s Jose Roman III has
risen up to become this year’s
New England Golden Gloves
Of America champion in the
110 Ib. category, winning a
February 26 match against
Melvin Garcia of Bridgeport,
CT.

GLOVES

continued on page 2
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Franklin Town Hall: Community Highlights & Updates

FY27 Budget Process Un-
derway

The Town of Franklin has
released its FY27 Budget Nar-
rative, outlining priorities and
financial planning for the up-
coming fiscal year. The Finance
Committee recently held four
budget hearings from April 6-9
to review departmental requests

and gather input, marking an
important step in the budget de-
velopment process.

The Finance Committee will
take a formal vote on its budget
recommendations on May 27,
which will then be submitted
to the Town Council. In accor-
dance with the Town Charter,
the Finance Committee will

issue printed recommendations
and make copies available at the
time of the public hearings. The
Town Council will conduct two
public hearings on the Town
Administrator’s proposed bud-
get before taking a final vote to
adopt the Y27 Budget on June
10.

Residents are encouraged to

review the budget document
and participate in the upcoming
public hearings.

FY27 Budget Narrative:
https:/ /tinyurl.com/Franklin-
FY27Budget

Upcoming Public Budget
Hearings:

Town Council Legal Budget
Hearings: Wednesday, May 20,

2026 at 6 p.m.; Thursday, May
21,2026 at 6 p.m.

Finance Committee Budget
Meetings: Wednesday, May 27,
2026 at 6 p.m.; Wednesday, June
3rd, 2026 at 6 p.m.

Town Council Final Budget

COMMUNITY

continued on page 7
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“He 1s a multi-time state
champ, probably one of
the best in New England,
a very good fighter,” says a
proud 18-year-old Roman, “I
don’t think there’s a harder
fighter for me to fight in New
England than him. A lot of
people thought he was going
to win, but I'm determined
in everything in life. I've been
doubted every time, but I've
always found a way to prove a
point.”

He had fought and beat
the fighter in the past, but
“this time, this fight was per-
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sonal,” says Roman, adding,
“I needed to get this one,
especially where this was the
Golden Gloves.”

“I think it was a very good
fight and a very good perfor-
mance by me, and I fought
a very good fighter,” says
Roman.

Roman, who is coached
by his father, and now, Peter
Manfredo Jr. will be the
youngest member of his team
to head to the Golden Gloves
Of America National Cham-
pionship on May 11th - 16th
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

“He punches to the body
like no tomorrow, and he
works hard. He has a good
upside, and the only thing he

has against him is the light
weight,” says Manfredo, not-
ing that getting him fights at
his weight is not always easy
and he’d “ like to see him get
as many amateur fights as pos-
sible.” Fighting at the national
level, he says will help him
pick up experience.

“Last night, I had him
sparring guys at 140,” adds
Manfredo, “I want him to see
a lot of different styles. You
don’t know what you’re going
to spar with at the national
level...

In the boxing world it’s a
pretty big thing, not just win-
ning, but winning all of New
England. That’s a major thing
to advance. You want to be
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able to simulate almost every
type of style.”

Manfredo, who says he’s
been around the game a long
time, lauds Roman’s growth,
explaining that as a coach,
he’s “very particular. I'm very
hard on him. Once he does
listen and he sees how it works
for him, he stays with it.”

The fighter himself says,”
A lot of determination, a
lot of hard work, went into
this fight. I think this was the
toughest competition you can
get in New England, and it
was a test I passed.”

Jose’s father will accompany
him to nationals.

“He’s always been sup-
portive, and he’s going with

BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ FULLY INSURED
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER

All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

me to the nationals,” says
the young boxer, “It’s always
been a team effort to see me
improve.”

Roman, Jr. says, “I’'m proud
of him that’s he’s gotten to
experience going to nationals.
He’s been working very hard
to get to this point. I'm very
proud of how well he’s done,
in and out of boxing.”

You can follow Jose’s prog-
ress on Instagram at “Joseel-
relampagoroman”.

Learn more about Golden
Gloves of America and
livestream at www.golden-
glovesusa.org .
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Make Room for Spring with Affordable Junk Removal

There are plenty of reasons
to call a junk removal service.
Maybe walking through your
basement has gotten difficult or
there is no more room in the
attic? Perhaps you are plan-
ning to move, and you need
to declutter before your open
house?

Figuring out who to call can
be challenging. If you contact
one of the big haulers, they
route you to a phone center
where they’ve never even heard
of your town, plus their pricing
seems vague and full of extra
fees. No wonder you’ve let the
stuff pile up—it’s too much of
a hassle to get rid of it!

Or you can call Affordable
Junk Removal and let a local
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of ev-
erything,

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was
just him and a beat-up pickup
truck taking small jobs and
working nights and weekends
when he could. As the years
rolled on, his business grew,
but his commitment to cus-
tomer service never wavered.

Now he’s got a staft of ten,
along with eight trucks, servic-
ing eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts and northern Rhode
Island.

Affordable Junk Removal
specializes in house and estate
cleanouts. If your garage, attic,
or office 1s overflowing with
stuff, take back your space and
let the pros do the heavy lifting:

Jay and his team have
handled it all. They’ve dis-
mantled above-ground pools,
hauled away ancient hot tubs,
taken down old fencing, and
stripped away worn carpeting.
They’ll come for a single item,
or they’ll clean out an entire
house. And they can take
almost anything. They can’t
accept hazardous materials,
brush, dirt, or concrete, but
everything else is fair game for
them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a
landfill—not if Jay can help it.
He first tries to either recycle
or donate items. Only after
he tries to repurpose items do
they end up at the transfer sta-
tion.

Working with Affordable

Business

sptlight

Junk Removal is simple. First,
you can load stuft yourself if
you want by renting a 15-cu-
bic-yard dumpster for a week
and chucking up to a ton of
your unwanted stuff. If you
need to get rid of more weight,
then Jay prorates that ton-
nage—you never pay for what
you don’t use.

If you don’t want to be
bothered with the dumpster,
they’ve also got a driveway
special where they’ll take away
a truckload of your unwanted
things if you pile it up. Or if
you don’t want to lift a fin-
ger, then you can point at the
items, and the team will fill
up their truck and haul away
your unwanted things. How-
ever you do 1t, you're left with
more space and more peace of
mind.

Jay and his team beat the big
waste haulers on both price

A Paving Company that Lasts
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and customer service. When
you call Affordable Junk Re-
moval, you aren’t connected to
an anonymous call center. Your
phone call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of pricing, Jay
1s upfront about it. His web-
site shows the truck sizes and
prices, so you can save time
knowing your costs before you
call for an appointment. There
aren’t any hidden costs or sur-
prise fees with Affordable Junk
Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is
tully licensed and fully insured,
and they’ll treat your property
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving
commercial business, working
with contractors and roofers
to clear away debris and keep
the job site clean. They can

even handle commercial and

residential emergencies with
same-day service.

Jay and his family are deeply
involved in the community. He
and his wife, Christine, run the
Corner Market restaurant in
Holliston. It’s not uncommon
for someone to reach Jay at the
restaurant, order a sandwich,
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the
local small business really can
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk
Removal and Dumpster Rental
and let a local small business
take care of everything for you.
Call Jay Schadler at (774) 287-
1133 or visit us online at Af-
fordableJunkRemoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Botelho had a good idea as to
who was good at what. The
coach’s philosophy, which he
stressed from day one, was that
he wanted his players talking
loudly on defense while play-
ing hard against the opposition.
When the team was on offense,
he wanted his team to be quiet
and have his point guard push
the ball up court.

The Iranklin athletes all
bought in on day one, and the
coaching staff knew that this
team had everything they would
need to be successful. Franklin’s
only blemish on their season was
a two-point loss, the only game
their center didn’t play in, and
a game Botelho believes they
wouldn’t have lost if he was in
the game.

The Iranklin contingent
would need to continue with
their great game play and win

three games to capture
‘3 the MetroWest CYO
:’;\R Championship. First up

was St. Edwards

[ jiﬁ Parish out of
L‘}' }Lk'() Medfield, and
\":"g:- 'E__s':i"

Franklin would

begin their streak of wins with
a 75-45 win with Bryce Botelho
hitting on six of his nine three-
point shots to end up with a
season high 30 points.

Colin O’Brien came off the
bench to score 11 points to give
Franklin the boost they needed
to take out Natick Catholic
Community 60-53, and in the
finals against St Martha’s of
Plainville, it was a trio of players
that got Iranklin into the win
column with the first of its three
championships. Botelho played
the entire game, while Colin
Stacey, who sat out the first
half due to an injury, came in
to play hurt in the second half.
Martin took over for Matt Lord
who got into foul trouble; he’d
have to cover the opposition’s
big guy and did so with impres-
sive results as Iranklin walked
away with a hard fought 42-39
victory.

With three games down,
Franklin would now enter into
the State Tournament. Taking
part in the Semi-final game
against St Martin’s of Dorches-
ter, things looked as though the
Franklin season could possibly
come to an end. Trailing 39-37
with a mere eight seconds on
the clock, Jack Langis dribbled

down the court, split the de-
fenders and scored while getting
fouled. He would knock down
the free throw, and Franklin
walked away with a 40-39

win to advance into the State
Championship game against St
Agatha of Milton.

The State Championship tilt
showcased Botelho once again,
knocking down six of his nine
three-point shots giving him 26
points in the 75-59 win. Playing
in a small venue, it was relevant
that 15 tenth graders, all friends
of the team, drove to the game
and pumped up the squad
by being loud throughout the
game.

Franklin now had two cham-
pionship trophies and had won
five straight games. St. Mary’s
would only need two more
victories to capture their third
Championship of the year, the
first time the program would do
it in many years.

Once in the New England
Tournament, Franklin would
dispatch of St. Elizabeth Seton
of Bedford, NH 75-57. New
Hampshire team had no answer
for Franklin’s big man, Matt
Lord, who was able to pull
down 20 rebounds in the win,
pushing Franklin to the brink of
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yet another Championship.

Much like the previous game,
the Iinal game of the New
England Tournament against
St Brenda’s/St Martha’s (com-
bined team) of Providence
Rhode Island didn’t really get
in the way of Franklin, record-
ing the trifecta as St Mary’s
took home the Title with an-
other convincing win 66-43.
Franklin was originally down
9-2 in the early goings, before
Coach Botelho took a timeout
telling his kids to stay positive
and make some adjustments
on defense. Franklin would go
on a 64-34 run following that
timeout.

“Of our seven games, we
could have easily lost three
or four of them,” the Coach
noted. “But this team went out
and put forth a complete team
effort by playing great defense
and making great passes.”

St. Mary’s CYO would av-
erage 58.9 points per game,
while only allowing its opposi-
tion to score 42.9 points. Bryce
Botelho, by far the team’s best
ball handler and dribbler, would
lead the team with an average
of 14 points per contest, while
Jack Langis, the team’s Swiss
Army knife, was right behind
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him with 11 points. Sitting
at nine points per game were
Colin Stacey (top defender and
best overall player) and Matt
Lord (a beast in the paint with
rebounds and blocks). Luke
Mulvey, a good rebounder and
a good passer for a big guy,
would add six points per game
rounding out the starting lineup.

Colin O’Brien and Malay
Bhatt would contribute with
an average of four points per
game. Botelho and Langis
would lead the team in assists
while Lord, Mulvey and Stacey
would be tops in rebounds.
Stacey owned the most steals
and Lord lead the team n block
shots.

Rounding out the players
for the three-time champion
St. Mary’s CYO are Krish Sa-
chdeva, Srihaas Tadapaneni,
Luke Longboardi and Robert
white. Along with the rest of
the team they all played unself-
ish basketball, worked hard and
did what was asked of them en
route to the successful Franklin
CYO season.

The tenth-grade players
will all be moving up to the
11th/12th grade team next year
and are already looking to run
it back.
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Seasonal LookBook: Introducing 5 Must-Have for Spring at
Apricot Lane Boutique

By JaNE LEBAK

Warmer temperatures bring
the excitement of outdoor social
gatherings, from school gradu-
ations, wedding events, to back-
yard parties. You don’t have to
travel far to refresh your closet
with a couple of new outfits.
Apricot Lane, your local bou-
tique, is ready with five on-trend
looks to feel great this season.

Your first step into this sweet
boutique, tucked behind Star-
bucks on Route 140 in Franklin,
welcomes you with a wide assort-
ment of hand-selected pieces in
spring colors, mixed and matched
personally by the owner, Marta
McNulty. With an extensive ex-
perience in visual merchandis-
ing, Marta has perfected a sense
for how the right combination of
tops, bottoms, and layering pieces
can create an individual look for
everyone’s personal style.

Marta says, “I am excited
about the new season collection
and wanted to share my favorite
five key items that have come to
the spotlight.”

BOUTIQUE

While you are planning your
spring and summer events,
Apricot Lane has a multitude
of dresses to choose from. Silky
fabric, flowy silhouettes, and gor-
geous floral prints abound, from
poppies to daisies to tropical hi-
biscus prints.

For the nautical New Eng-
land feel, Apricot Lane show-
cases stripes, from bold to subtle,
on blouses, light sweaters, and
dresses. Stripes project confi-
dence with their polished, upscale
look. Apricot Lane’s bestsellers
are pieces from Canadian brands
RD Style and Dex.

Tencel Denim takes an im-
portant spot in manufacturing
this season, bringing cloud-soft
jean jackets, dresses, and shorts.
“Combined with lace detailing
on a vest or embroidery on jeans,
our denim is feminine and styl-
1sh,” Marta says. While you are
there, check out featured brands
like Elan, Irench designer Molly
Bracken, or Skies are Blue.

Perhaps the season favorite is
the open knitwear. Loose and airy
summer tops, crochet vests, and

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 11-5 Sunday: 12-4

ricot
Aplane'

BEOUTIQUE

fronfln
Business

sptlight

open cardigans all ripple with
lace-like textures, perfect to layer
over a dress to create a delicate
look. Marta says, “Their neutral
tones coordinate perfectly with
our spring dresses, adding arti-
sanal flair to everyday or event
outfits.”

For a final touch, elevate your
outfit by pairing it with the per-
fect necklace. This season calls for
chunky jewelry. A bold statement
necklace looks chic tucked just
under the collar. “We have a vari-
ety of nautical inspired jewelry”,
says Marta. “ I love the trend-
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342 E. Central St. Franklin, MA 02038
¥ (next to Big Y)

ing fish charm, anchor, coin, or
pearl pendants.” Whether it’s a
pufly heart or a horseshoe detail,
chunky necklaces accentuate the
clothes by drawing the eye and
adding a whimsical touch.

“You have to wear what you
love,” says Marta, “otherwise
you won't feel like your true self.
Our team is always excited and
eager to help in selecting exactly
the right pieces to give every cus-
tomer a great shopping experi-
ence and confidence in her look.”

Whether it’s a beach dress em-
bellished with shell ornaments
or a silky top with an asymmet-
ric floral embellishment on one
shoulder, Marta chose each piece
for Apricot Lane because of the
way it stands out from the crowd.
Marta explains, “I take the time
to source unique pieces from de-
signers in Canada, Denmark, or
Spain, and especially from busi-

nesses with a positive sense of so-
cial responsibility. I am especially
excited about brands like Vero
Moda, Dex, B.Young, or ICHI,
which are eco-friendly every step
of their manufacturing, using
100% recycled materials. Even a
basic t-shirt can surprise you with
the softness of organic cotton and
make it so special and different. I
believe we should all embrace our
individual style, and I'd love to
encourage you to take advantage
of these One-of-a-kind finds.”

You can visit Apricot Lane’s
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/apricotlanefrank-
lin, but afterward, you’ll probably
want to spring over to the shop at
342 Fast Central Street in Frank-
lin to try it all on for yourself.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Wellpoint names Franklin Police
chief a Hometown Hero

FRANKLIN, MA. = On
Thursday, April 16, Wellpoint, a
health benefits company serving
the Massachusetts Group Insur-
ance Commission, recognized
Franklin Police Chief Thomas
J- ““IJ” Lynch as an honoree in
its Hometown Heroes program
during a celebration at the
Franklin Police Department.

Under Chief Lynch’s leader-
ship, the Franklin Police Depart-
ment achieved full accreditation,
expanded regional collaboration
through the MetroLEC SWAT
task force, and established a co-
response model that integrates
mental health clinicians into

policing and makes therapy dogs
available to support residents in
times of need.

The Hometown Heroes
Initiative celebrates the invalu-
able contributions of public
servants, local first responders,
teachers, and military personnel
across Massachusetts, shining a
spotlight on the everyday acts
of courage and kindness that
strengthen our communities.

Shown, Franklin Town Administra-
tor Jamie Hellen, David Morales,

General Manager, Wellpoint, and

Hometown Hero Franklin Police
Chief Thomas J.“TJ”Lynch

Photo by Stephen Sherlock,
Franklin Matters

Franklin Fire awarded $21,649
through MA Firefighter Safety
Equipment Grant

FRANKLIN, MA — The
Franklin Fire Department is
pleased to announce it has
been awarded $21,649.08
through the Massachusetts
Firefighter Safety Equipment
Grant Program, administered
by the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Security
(EOPSS) and the Department
of Fire Services (DFS).

This funding is part of a
statewide initiative by the
Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion, which awarded a total of
$5 million to 307 fire depart-
ments to support the purchase
of critical safety equipment.

The Franklin Fire Depart-
ment will use the funds to pur-
chase gas- or battery-powered
scene lighting and structural
firefighting gear to enhance
on-scene visibility, improve
safety and strengthen opera-
tional readiness.

“We’re grateful to EOPSS
and DF'S for their continued
support,” said Iire Chief
Chuck Allen. “This funding
helps ensure our personnel
have the equipment they need
to operate safely and effec-
tively.”

COMMUNITY
continued from page 2

Vote: Wednesday, June 10, 2026
at 6 p.m.

All meetings will be held in
the Council Chambers at the
TFranklin Municipal Building;
Residents may attend in per-
son or participate virtually via
Zoom. Meetings will also be
broadcast live on Franklin Town
Hall TV’s YouTube channel.
Tind meeting details and agen-
das on the Town’s website, www.
franklinma.gov

Franklin Restaurant
Week (May 31 - June 6, 2026)
Kick Off Summer with the Fla-
vors of Franklin!

The Town of Franklin is
excited to launch its inau-
gural Restaurant Week,
inviting residents and
visitors to experience
the vibrant local din-
ing scene.

DESTITO

TREE SERVICES

i vl (Tros Nare
Quality Tree Care

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service

Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

Restaurants throughout
Franklin will offer special
menus, promotions, or limited-
time offerings, providing a
unique opportunity to explore
new flavors while supporting
local businesses.

Learn more: https://tinyurl.
com/TFranklinRestaurant-
Week2026

Restaurants interested in
participating can sign up here:
https://tinyurl.com/Franklin-
RestaurantSignUp

Women’s Health Expo —
May 20, 2026
The Franklin Health Depart-
ment invites residents to attend
the Women’s Health Expo on
Wednesday, May 20, from 2 to
5 p.m. at New England Chapel,
300 E. Central Street. A mobile
mammography van
>~ from Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute
will also be on-site
from 7 am. to 3:15

Nicholas Destito

# 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

cess to screening services.
https://tinyurl.com/Women-
sHealthExpoFlyers

Save the Date: Habitat
for Humanity Home Dedi-
cation

A new home dedication and
move-in celebration hosted by
Habitat for Humanity is sched-
uled for Wednesday, June 24,

2026, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Stay Informed: Franklin First
Newsletter & Town Updates
Residents are encouraged to
stay up to date with Town
news, highlights, and important
announcements by reading the
monthly Franklin First Newslet-
ter. Read the latest edition:
https://www.franklinma.
gov/1139/Franklin-First-

Newsletter

Short url: https://tinyurl.
com/FranklinFirstNewsletter

Subscribe for Town news and
announcements:
https://www.franklinma.gov/
list.aspx

Residents can also follow
the Town of Franklin on social
media for timely updates, re-
minders, and community news.

[okal
lonsiructon

Lokal Construction

Quality Craftsmanship. Local Expertise.

Our Services

Contact Us

From concept to completion, we
deliver high-quality workmanship
with attention to detail you can trust.

» Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
» Full Home Renovations

» Custom Decks & Outdoor Living
» Flooring, Tile & Finish Work

» Additions & Remodeling Projects
» General Contracting & Repairs

( 508-963-5727

< LokalConstruction@hotmail.com
LokalConstruction.com

ICENSED \

Ll
& INSURED

Full-Service Residential Construction & Renovations

Why Choose

Lokal Construction?

* Reliable, professional & detail-oriented
* Clean & modern workmanship

* Clear communication from start to finish

Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.
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Franklin Art Association 2nd
annual Fakes & Forgeries

May 16-June 6

Deadline for entries May 2nd

The Franklin Art Association
warmly welcomes the public to
enter their work into the Second
Annual “Fakes and Forgeries
Art Exhibit” ! The deadline
for entries is May 2. This is a
free public display featuring
artistic reproductions and cre-
ative interpretations of masters’
artworks by local artists. The
exhibit will run from May 16 to
June 6 during Museum hours
at the Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central Street,
Franklin.

Rules for entries are; One
entry per person. First come/
first served. Fifty entrants maxi-
mum due to space limitations.
To register, complete this form
at : https://forms.gle/nSjk4b-
3Smo8g9TcB7. Enter quickly!

Artwork Requirements: Art-
work must be framed, mounted
on mat/foam board or gallery
wrapped canvas. Artwork and
Frame maximum 20” x 20”.

Ready to hang with proper wir-
ing

Must be a reproduction of
the original Master artwork or
a creative interpretation of the
original, Master artwork.

Drop off for artwork will be
on May 15, 10-11 a.m. at the
Franklin Historical Museum.
(And pick-up will be on June
7th, 4-6 p.m. at the Museum.)

This returning show is again
a collaboration between the
Franklin Historical Museum
and The Franklin Art Asso-
ciation. It was so successful last
year we are joining to put it on
again! Opening Reception to
the public on June 6th (same
day as PorchFest in Franklin),
12-6 p.m. at The Franklin His-
torical Museum.

Participants are asked to vol-
unteer to help make this event
possible. Sign up here:

volunteersignup.org/ 79K'T8

Franklin Art welcomes
Kristen Perone May 6

The Franklin Art Association’s next public meeting on
Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Senior Center,
10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin. Our guest artist demonstra-
tor will be gouache artist, Kristen Perone, a still life artist who
uses media acrylic gouache (a thicker than watercolor consis-
tency, water-based media) . Within the typical subjects in a still
life, Perone mixes in personal touches using her own teapots,
cups and animal figurines she collected on treasure hunts with

loved ones.

Kristen Perone, “Afternoon Tea”

May 2026 - Franklin Veterans’ Services

May 6 — Veterans’ Coffee
Social — 10 a.m. at the Senior
Center. All Veterans may join us
for updates, coffee and conversa-
tion! First Wednesday of every
month.

May 8 — Military Spouse
Appreciation Day —Thank
you to all military spouses for
your love, loyalty and support!

May 16 — Armed Forces
Day — An annual holiday ob-
served to pay tribute to men and
women currently serving in the
U.S. Armed Forces. Thank you!

May 21 — Veterans’ Coun-
cil/Memorial Day Parade
Meeting — 7 p.m. at the Senior

Come visit our gardens and shop our nursery on these days,

Please respect the fact that we are only open to the public on these days.

'/£~

June 27" will be a great time
to check out the Waterlilies.

-

The Hosta Farm of Mendon
Open to the Public Days 2026

will be open on the following
Saturdays from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM:

--- May 16"---- May 23™--- June 6"---
- June 13"--- June 27"--- July 11"

— August 15™-—Sept 12"

52 Bates St - Mendon, MA

hosta_farm@yahoo.com
508-634-1914

g

\
\_?d

August 15" the Fragrant Hosta should be flowering!
Not all Hosta are Fragrant
This is the best time to smell test the ones that are!

Stay Connected

Posteards and ads are only once a year
Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt P P Pt P o P P

For up to date information you can:

Find us on Facebook & Instagram
Join our email List by Email us at hosta_farm@yahoo.com
Check out our website - www.thehostafarmofmendon.com

Center. All interested members
of the community are invited.
Parade volunteers are needed.

May 22 — Memorial Day
Breakfast—9 a.m.—-11 a.m.
at the Senior Center. RSVP by
May 9, 2025. Veterans will be
given first preference.

May 25 — Memorial Day
- Honors the men and women
who died while serving in the
U.S. Military. The Memorial
Day Parade will begin at 11
a.m., starting at Horace Mann
School, right onto Oak St., con-
tinues onto Daniel McCabhill St.,
continues onto Union St., left
onto West Central St., left onto
Emmons St., left onto Main St.,
ending on the Town Common,
where a Memorial Day Cer-
emony will be held at 12 p.m. If
any Veteran would like to walk
or ride in the parade, please
contact our office.

Veterans Memorial Walk-
way - The May installation of
engraved bricks on the Walk-
way will be completed by Me-
morial Day. Thank you to all
who’ve supported this project

www.newenglandici]cri¥com

DON'T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT!
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

by honoring their special U.S.
Service Members with a brick.
The next installation will be in
November to coincide with Vet-
erans’ Day. Brick order forms
are available in the Town Hall
and Senior Center lobbies and
on the Veterans’ Services page
on the Town website.

Please let our office know if
you or a family member (re-
siding in Franklin) is a Purple
Heart recipient. National Purple
Heart Day is celebrated on Au-
gust 7 every year.

The Tune It Out guitar les-
sons program for Veterans,
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at theSe-
nior Center. There is no charge
for lessons and no guitar experi-
ence is required. We have gui-
tars! Call our office for details.

The Warrior Within Yoga
program for Veterans and First
Responders meets on Thursdays
from 4-5 p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter. Call our office to sign up.
Visit our web page at: https://
www.franklinma.gov/335/
Veterans-Services

SPRING
WITH AD
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Your Money, Your Independence

Grads: Don’t Pay the Comfort Tax, Invest in the “Struggle”

Glenn Brown, CFP

Every commencement sea-
son, a familiar debate plays
out: move back home to save
money or head to a cramped
apartment on a diet of ramen
and determination?

On a spreadsheet, the live-at-
home option looks like a win.
By eliminating rent and utili-
ties, the theory suggests you can
save $20,000 to $40,000 in your
first year.

Sorry Grads, but this prem-
ise rarely becomes reality. It’s
ironic: you rolled your eyes at
professors steeped in abstract
theory, yet here you are com-
mitting the same nonsense.

The Myth of Boomerang
Savings

When the Bank of Mom
and Dad subsidizes your life,
psychological urgency evapo-
rates. Without the boundary of

a rent check, savings leak into
high-end gyms, trips, subscrip-
tions and tech. The justifica-
tion is: “I'm suffering enough
by living at home; I deserve
this.” Instead of a surplus, you
entrench expensive habits you
can’t afford once you leave.

To build financial indepen-
dence, you first need to take
flight. Just as a plane needs the
resistance of wind to generate
lift, you need the friction of
real-world expenses to get oft
the ground. Living at home
removes headwinds and leaves
you idling on the runway while
your peers are taking off.

The Geography
of Opportunity

High-rent brain-hubs trigger
the Agglomeration Effect, forc-
ing you into a network of men-
tors and peers that hometowns
lack. Research shows physical
proximity leads to faster promo-
tions and better career match-
ing. You can’t effectively network
from your basement with Al
career-defining windows of op-
portunity open when you are
present, both at work and social-
1zing outside of it.

Furthermore, roommates are
a masterclass in negotiation.
Sharing a kitchen, bathroom
and utility bills teaches conflict
resolution and accountability.
These soft skills create an inde-
pendence gap between those
who handle their own friction
points and those who have

: A\ : 4
; Plaﬁning"éljﬂ@ Preparing your EstateA0day
glf and al gift to yf)ﬁr-fal{fﬂ-

1:% a) gift teryou

: Avyhich brings Peace ofimind tof€

you or any of your loved ones.

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect
your children, your home and all of your assets. As a seasoned
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477 | cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com | franklinlawgroupma.com

»
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them smoothed over by parents.

The Real Cost
of Entry-Level

Manage your burn rate with-
out suffocating your future. Aim
for the 30% Rule: keep all hous-
ing costs under 30% of your
gross income. In the Boston-
area, this means Davis Square
or Allston/Brighton, not split-
ting a Seaport two-bedroom.

Parents, if your graduate is
complaining of costs and can’t
get ahead, don’t pay their rent
as it kills urgency. Instead, offer
a one-time “get out of jail”
card for a true crisis. This pro-
vides security without remov-
ing the daily incentive to work
hard to change outcomes.

Independence is a Habit
Living at home for “just a
year” often turns into three.
Grads, when you live like
Boomers in a cozy setup, you
lose the primary engine of
growth: discontent. If you
aren’t bothered by your sur-
roundings, you won’t hunt for
a promotion or take a career
risk. The most effective career
coach is a little room you’re
desperate to leave; that daily
friction creates an obsession
with progress and a determina-

tion to never return.

Advice to Class of 2026

To the parents: Supporting
independence means letting
them struggle. The best gift
this May isn’t their old room
back (or worse, refinishing the
basement); it’s the belief that
they are capable of building
their own independence.

To the graduates: The
money you think you’ll save
at home comes at the cost of
your ambition. Renting a room
you can barely afford in a city
that excites you is a form of
aggressive investing; you are
betting on your own ability to
grow into future expenses.

Go find the cramped apart-
ment. Deal with noisy room-
mates. The struggle of your 20’s
is how you get a 2X-5X return

in your 30’s. Financial indepen-
dence isn’t something you’re
given; it starts by choosing to
outgrow the Comfort Tax.

The opinions voiced in this mate-
rial are for general information only
and are not intended to provide spe-
cific advice or recommendations for
any indiidual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resi-
dent and owner of PlanDynamuc,
LLC, www. PlanDynamic.com.
Glenn is a_fee-only Certified Finan-
cial Planner™ helping motivated
people take control of theiwr planning
and investing, so they can balance
kids, aging parents and financial
independence.

Sponsored articles are submtted
by our advertisers. "The advertiser is
solely responsible for the content of this
article.

HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
TEXT: 617-899-2487

Small Dogs
Small Groups

o

176 North Street Norfolk, MA

Doggie Daycare & Overnight
Boarding in Norfolk

www.puppysparadisehomeboarding.com -

Thermostats

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

© &

Thermometers

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Mercury Switches

(@)
2
=
S
=

Fluorescent
Lamps

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
i INNOVATIONS
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

When Your Hair Stops Feeling Like You

It doesn’t usually happen
all at once.

It’s subtle at first.

Your hair doesn’t fall the
same way it used to.

Your ponytail feels a little
thinner.

The volume you used to
count on just... isn’t there.

You try a new product.
Switch your shampoo. Blame
the weather. Blame your
water.

But something still feels
off.

And eventually, the
thought crosses your mind:
Why doesn’t my hair feel
like mine anymore?

At b.LUXE Hair and
Makeup Studio in Medway,
this is one of the most com-
mon conversations we have
with our clients. Not always
out loud. Sometimes it’s said
quietly. Sometimes it’s not
said at all.

But we see it.

“We can usually tell within
the first few minutes,” says
owner Heather Cohen. “A
guest will sit down and say, ‘1
don’t know what’s going on
with my hair lately,” and what
they really mean is... some-
thing has changed.”

And they’re right.

Hair changes more than
people expect it to. It re-
sponds to hormones, stress,
age, illness, and lifestyle.
Even subtle shifts in your
body can affect the thickness,
texture, and manageability of
your hair.

The challenge is, most
people don’t have the lan-
guage for it.

So it gets labeled as frizzy.
Flat. Thin.

Or the one we hear most: “I
just have bad hair.”

But that’s almost never the
full story.

“Hair doesn’t just suddenly
become ‘bad,” Heather
explains. “There’s always a
reason. And once you under-
stand that, everything starts
to make more sense.”

Sometimes, it comes down
to the haircut. A shape that
works with your natural tex-
ture, not against it, can com-
pletely change how your hair
behaves day to day.

For curly and wavy hair
especially, our signature
b.LUXE Curly Cut is de-
signed to enhance your
pattern, shape, and overall
fullness. This multi-stage cut-
ting approach is tailored to
how your curls actually live,
helping bring back move-
ment, definition, and that
effortless bounce so many
clients feel they’ve lost. It also
includes a styling lesson, so
you can recreate the look at
home!

It can also be your rou-
tine. Many clients jump from
product to product hoping
for a change, but small ad-
justments in how you blow
dry or style your hair can
make a bigger difference than
switching products ever will.
At your next appointment,
ask your stylist to walk you
through their techniques so
you can recreate that fresh-
from-the-salon feel at home.

And sometimes, the issue
starts at the scalp.

The scalp is skin, and just
like the skin on your face, it
can become congested. Prod-
uct buildup, hard water min-
erals, and excess oil can block
follicles and weigh hair down,
leading to that dull, limp feel-
ing so many people describe.

At b.LUXE, our Scalp Spa
Treatments are designed to
gently exfoliate, reset, and re-
balance the scalp so hair can
grow and perform the way
it’s meant to. With consistent
treatments and the right at-
home clarifying care, many
guests begin to notice im-
proved fullness and a health-
ier texture over time.

And then there are the
moments when the change
feels different. More notice-
able.

You see more hair in your
brush. A little less density at
your hairline. Not dramatic.
Just enough to make you
pause and think... Okay,
something is definitely going
on.

For many women, this isn’t
just about hair.

It’s about identity.

We hear it every day:

“My hair is so limp lately.”
“I don’t know how to style it

SOMET

why doesn’t my hair feel the same anymore?

bLUXE.com

HING’S OFF

anymore.”
“I used to love my hair.”

And underneath all of
that, there’s often something
deeper. A quiet disconnect
from the version of yourself
you’re used to seeing.

The good news is, there
isn’t just one solution.

There are options. More
than most people realize.
And you don’t have to navi-
gate it alone.

After taking a closer look
at your scalp health, haircut,
and routine, we can guide
you toward personalized solu-
tions, including our wig and
topper services for those ex-
periencing thinning or look-
ing for added fullness and
flexibility.

“We’re not here to change
how you look,” Heather says.
“We’re here to help you feel
like yourself again.”

And if you’re thinking, I'm
not there yet... you’re not
alone.

Most people aren’t. Until
they are.

And when they are, the
most common thing we hear
s

“I wish I had known about
this sooner.”

If your hair has been feel-
ing different lately... harder
to manage, less full, not quite
like it used to...You don’t
have to figure it out on your
own.

Sometimes, all it takes is
the right conversation.

You’re always welcome to
start that conversation with
us here at b. LUXE.

Scan the QR code or visit
bluxe.com to get started

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of this article.

VISIT OUR

Website

MOTHER’S DAY

%0({& COards
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Town of Franklin Designated a 2026 Housing Choice Community

FRANKLIN, MA — The
Town of Franklin has been
designated as a 2026 Hous-
ing Choice Community by the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, recognizing the Town’s
ongoing efforts to support hous-
ing growth and expand access to
housing opportunities.

On Monday, April 13, the
Town was recognized by the
Healey-Driscoll Administration,
along with 28 other communi-
ties, for taking concrete steps
to support housing production.

This designation reflects Frank-
lin’s commitment to planning
for sustainable growth and
meeting the evolving housing
needs of its residents.

As a Housing Choice Com-
munity, Franklin is eligible to
apply for the Commonwealth’s
Housing Choice Grant Pro-
gram. The designation also pro-
vides additional consideration
in several state funding oppor-
tunities, including the Mass-
Works Infrastructure Program,
Seaport Economic Council

Stamp Out Hunger,
Fill Empty Bowls for
Hungry Neighbors

Stamp Out Hunger is Sat-
urday, May 9, 2026

Attention Iranklin: Get ready
for the annual Stamp Out Hun-
ger I'ood Drive to ben-
efit the Franklin Food
Pantry. Iranklin Letter
Carriers will collect
bags of non-perishable
donations from Frank-
lin residents on Satur-
day, May 9, and bring
them to the Franklin Food Pan-
try to help feed our neighbors
experiencing food insecurity.

To participate, please place a
bag of nonperishable donations
by your mailbox prior to your
normal mail delivery time. Your
letter carrier will pick up your
donation during their regular
route time, or they may come
back later in the day once their
route 1s complete. This event
takes place rain or shine. For
more information, please visit
www.franklinfoodpantry.org.

11th Annual Franklin
High School Empty Bowls
Fundraiser is Thursday,
May 14, 2026
The 11th Annual
Empty Bowls Dinner
and Fundraiser will
take place on Thursday;

May 14, 2026, at 6 p.m.

at Franklin Public High

School. Come to a sim-

ple supper of soup and
bread, bid on silent auction items
including pottery designed and
created by FHS Empty Bowls
club members—all to raise funds
for The Pantry and bring aware-
ness that “somewhere, someone’s
bowl is empty.”

This fundraiser is a great
event for the whole family. Tick-
ets to Empty Bowls are $22 for
adults, $12 for children (18 and
under) and can be purchased
at www.franklinfoodpantry.org
Tickets will also be available
at the door on the night of the
event (cash or check only).

Are you looking for a job with school hours

and the school schedule?
We have the job for you!

The Medfield Foodservice Department is

now hiring! Substitute worker positions

available with flexible hours, as well as
full time, benefited positions.

For more information please contact:

Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net
or 508-242-8897

Grant Program, Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
(MassDOT) Complete Streets
Funding Program, MassDOT
Capital Projects Program, and
the LAND and PARC Grant
Programs.

The Housing Choice Initia-
tive encourages municipalities

to adopt best practices and poli-
cies that promote responsible
housing development, support
economic growth and increase
access to opportunity across the
state.

“This designation reflects
Franklin’s proactive approach to
supporting housing opportuni-

ties that serve residents at all
stages of life,” said Town Ad-
ministrator Jamie Hellen. “We
appreciate the Commonwealth’s
recognition and look forward to
continuing our work to advance
thoughtful and sustainable de-
velopment in our community.”

““Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”"
OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
Service Calls

“ Roofing
4 Siding

4 Gutters
4 Windows
4 Doors

4 Skylights

OUR SERVICES

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

4. Gutter Cleaning

4. Small Leaks

4 Ventilation Questions
4 Flashing Repairs

e~
CONNELL

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

181-444-15717

www.ConnellRoofing.com

SALMON

HEALTH & RETIREMENT

Our approach is designed to understand your
needs and guide your next step, whether that
means support at home or a supportive
lifestyle at one of our senior living campuses.

Life Changes. We're here (o help.

Since 1952, SALMON Health & Retirement
has guided families through the challenges
of aging with care and compassion.

Contact our
Advisory Center
for a free,
no-obligation
consulation.

508-290-8062
advice@salmonhealth.com
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LIVING HEALTHY

Over 50 and Tired of Reading Glasses?
Refractive Lens Exchange May Be for You

By RoGer M. Karpawy, M.D.
MiLrorRD FRANKLIN EYE CENTER

If you are over 50 and
constantly reaching for read-
ing glasses, you are not alone.
Age-related vision changes,
especially presbyopia, make
it harder to focus up close.
Refractive Lens Exchange, or
RLE, is an advanced surgical
option that can significantly
reduce or eliminate your need
for glasses for both distance and
near vision.

What is presbyopia?
Presbyopia is a natural part
of aging in which the eye’s lens
gradually loses flexibility. This

reduces the ability to focus

on close objects, especially
when reading, using a phone,
or working on a computer. It
typically begins in the early to
mid-40s and progresses over
time, often leading to increasing
dependence on reading glasses

or bifocals for nearly all near
tasks.

What is Refractive Lens
Exchange?

Refractive Lens Exchange
is a procedure in which the
eye’s natural lens is removed
and replaced with an artificial
intraocular lens, commonly
called an IOL. The procedure
is essentially the same as mod-
ern cataract surgery, but it is
performed before a cataract
becomes visually significant.

Unlike LASIK or PRK,
which reshape the cornea, RLE
works inside the eye and cor-
rects vision by replacing the
lens itself. This allows correc-
tion of distance, intermediate,
and near vision, depending on
the lens selected.

Who is a good candidate?

RLE is most often recom-
mended for individuals over 50
who are frustrated with glasses

BOSTON EYES

in Hopkinton

WELCOMING
NEW PATIENTS
OF ALL AGES!

66 Main St., Hopkinton
508.528.3344 « BostonEyesHopkinton.com

RLE - Milford Franklin Eye Center

 Refractive Léns Exchange Procedure

1. Lens Extraction

or contact lenses. Ideal candi-
dates have difficulty with near
vision due to presbyopia and

may also have farsightedness,

EYE EXAMS

CONTACT
LENSES

EYE SURGERY

OPTICAL
BOUTIQUE

gjr?z 393 %ﬂ.ﬂe e,

gfzce/aéf@/m/ g;(“ﬁ 2e.

We accept most medical

insurance and routine vision

plans. Affiliated with
eye MDs and surgeons.

All surgeries performed in a

local, state-of-the-art ASC.

Evening & Saturday
Appointments

# 2. 10L Implantation »

nearsightedness, or astigma-
tism. It is also an option for
patients not ideal for LASIK
because of thin corneas, dry
eye concerns, or higher pre-
scriptions.

Candidates should have
healthy eyes without significant
retinal disease, uncontrolled
glaucoma, or other major ocu-
lar conditions. They should also
understand realistic expecta-
tions, including that some pa-
tients may still need glasses for
fine print or low light tasks after
surgery.

Benefits of RLE

One major benefit of RLE is
freedom from reading glasses.
Modern intraocular lenses can
provide a full range of vision,
including distance, intermedi-
ate, and near, depending on the
chosen lens.

The results are long-lasting
because the artificial lens does
not age or change. Since the
natural lens is removed, pa-
tients will not develop cataracts
in the future, eliminating the
need for cataract surgery later
in life.

Many patients report im-
proved clarity, brightness, and
contrast with modern lens tech-
nology. Daily activities such as
driving, reading, computer use,
and travel often become easier
and more convenient without
glasses or contact lenses.

3 Restored Vision

Insurance coverage

In most cases, Refractive Lens
Exchange is considered elective
and is not covered by insurance.
This 1s because it is performed
to reduce dependence on glasses
rather than to treat cataracts.
If a cataract is present and af-
fecting vision, insurance may
cover part of the procedure
like cataract surgery. However,
premium lenses and advanced
technology upgrades are usu-
ally out-of-pocket expenses.
Patients should review benefits
in advance so they clearly un-
derstand expected costs and
options.

Risks and considerations

RLE is a safe and commonly
performed procedure, but it
carries some risks as with any
eye surgery. These include in-
fection, inflammation, or swell-
ing, though these complications
are uncommon with modern
techniques.

There 1s a small risk of reti-
nal detachment, particularly
in highly nearsighted patients.
Some patients may notice glare,
halos, or starbursts at night, es-
pecially with multifocal lenses.

A later occurrence is poste-
rior capsule opacification, a

EYES

continued on page 13
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Franklin Garden Club to present
“Orchids 101" May 5th

Franklin, MA - Orchids 101, a
program on growing and caring
for orchids, will be the
featured presentation
at the Tuesday, May 5,
2026, Franklin Garden
Club meeting, 6-8:30
p-m. at the Franklin Se-
nior Center, 10 Daniel
McCahill St. Orchid
experts Linda Abrams
and Mike Badia will

discuss a variety of topics related
to orchids. An informal social
get-together will take
place from 6- 6:30
p-m. followed by a
business meeting
and the program.
The meeting is open
to the public at no
charge.

“Orchids 1017

'I'anI'rlr-:_,.'.hﬂ*ﬂ (hd+  will include tips

on the basics of orchid culture,
including good types of orchids
for growing in the home, water-
ing, fertilizing, light require-
ments, potting mixes, repotting
and pests. There will also be an
orchid repotting demo. Speak-
ers will highlight their favorite
sources for orchid plants, orchid
information on the web, and the
Massachusetts Orchid Society

(MOS).

Mark your calendar: The
Franklin Downtown Partner-
ship’s Annual Strawberry Stroll
is set for Iriday, June 12, from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in downtown
Franklin. Rain date is Saturday,
June 13 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Like last year’s stroll, it ex-
tends up Main Street to Dean
College and Franklin Public
Library with more music, more
fun activities, and more vendors.

Save the Date: June 12
for Strawberry Stroll

Sponsorship opportunities for
the stroll are open and filling
up quickly. Interested in being a
sponsor? Contact the Franklin
Downtown Partnership at down-
town.franklin@yahoo.com.

Stay up to date and follow
the FDP at: www.instagram.
com/franklindowntownpartner-
ship/ and www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

EYES
continued from page 12

mild clouding behind the im-
plant that can develop months
or years later. This is easily
treated with a quick, painless
laser procedure.

Alternatives to RLE

Other options depend on age
and vision needs. LASIK and
PRK effectively treat distance
vision but do not correct age-
related reading vision loss after
the mid-40s or early 50s.

Your Neighbors have Voted us GOLD MEDAL WINNERS 5 Years in a Row!
\\\Q\V\ED W/g A
OIL & PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

Implantable lenses are typi-
cally used in younger patients
and do not address presbyopia.
Monovision, where one eye i3
corrected for distance and the
other for near, can work well for
some patients, but others may
not adapt comfortably or may
notice reduced depth percep-
tion.

Final thoughts

Refractive Lens Exchange
is a proven option for patients
over 50 who are tired of glasses.
By replacing the natural lens
with a customized artificial lens,

it is possible to restore a broad
range of vision and improve
quality of life.

At Milford Iranklin Eye Cen-
ter, we use advanced diagnostics
and modern surgical techniques
to achieve precise outcomes.

All procedures are performed
in an accredited surgery center
under topical anesthesia with
anesthesia professionals present
for safety and comfort.

If you are over 50 and frus-
trated with reading glasses,
RLE may be worth considering.
A consultation can help de-
termine the best approach for

your vision and lifestyle goals.

For more details, see our ad
on page 12.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of this article.

Herbert T Hunter, CPA

Taxes | Accounting | Auditing

9 Summer Street - Suite 305, Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 530-3089 | www.hfhuntercpa.com

Supporting the local communities
we serve as a charitable partner

We Provide Support &
Discounts’ for Veterans,
Military & First Responders

CONTACT US TODAY for more information
about our Award-winning Delivery & Service

[ questd|
\ “BESH|
g

QuEsT- |I
. ~BEST /

*DISCOUNTS ARE FOR AUTO DELIVERY WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY, ASK FOR DETAILS.

800-649-5949 - medwayoilpropane.com - info@medwayoilpropane.com
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Franklin’s Young Riders Return to Crush Cancer June 7

FRANKLIN, MA -On Sun-
day, June 7, 2026, the Franklin
PMC Kids Ride celebrates its
20th anniversary as one of 20
youth cycling events across New
England. These rides are part
of the Pan-Mass Challenge
(PMC) Kids Rides program,
which inspires children to get
involved in philanthropy by
riding their bikes and raising
money for cancer research and
treatment at Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. The program has
raised over $12 million to sup-
port the fight against cancer.

In 2025, the PMC Kids Rides
welcomed more than 1,700
young cyclists and 500+ volun-
teers, who raised $400,000 as
part of the PMC’s record-break-

ing $78 million gift to Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute. The
PMC is Dana-Farber’s largest
single contributor, representing
67% of the Jimmy Fund’s an-
nual revenue and has raised over
$1.1 billion for cancer treatment
and research since 1980.

The Franklin event offers
young cyclists ages 3 to 14 a
meaningful and fun way to
make a real difference. Riders
can choose from 3, 6, or 10-mile
routes. Younger riders not yet on
two wheels can take part in the
Tikes and Trikes course, a con-

tained area filled with fun sta-
tions and activities designed just
for them. Kids can join a team,
create their own, or ride solo.
The day is packed with interac-
tive stations, fun activities, and a
festive post-ride celebration.

Top fundraisers will be hon-
ored with a commemorative
item and certificate. Kids who
raise $100 or more earn the title
of Power Pedaler; those who
raise $500 or more become a
PMC Kids Heavy Hitter; and
riders who surpass $1,000 are
celebrated as PMC Kids Break-
away Fundraisers.

The Franklin ride was
founded by local resident Lisa
Marchioni in honor of a dear
friend who passed away from

lung cancer, leaving behind
three young children.

The event takes place at Wash-
ington Street Elementary School,
628 Washington St., from 8 a.m.
to 12 p.m. on Sunday, June 7,
2026. There is a $20 registration
fee and a minimum fundraising
goal of $40 per rider. Families
from any town are welcome!

The PMC Kids Rides pro-
gram is made possible by Yawkey
Foundations, with support
from Yasso, 105.7 WROR, and
Landry’s Bicycles. The PMC is
co-presented by the Red Sox®
Foundation and M&T Bank.

To register, donate, or learn
more, visit kids.pmc.org/frank-
lin or contact Lisa Marchioni at
lisabxyz@verizon.net.

FUSF has the Rx for peace and quiet: a walking meditation

Did you know that the First
Universalist Society in Franklin
has a labyrinth on its grounds?
FUSF congregants built a
7-Circuit Classical Labyrinth in
2008 with the generous funding
of a Harvard Pilgrim Health
Care Foundation’s Community
Spirit 9/11 Mini-Grant. The

Info@curlosuycoms‘ko‘m

labyrinth was restored in 2025
by a labyrinth builder and de-
signer at InnateCreations (www.
Innatecreations.org) to accom-
modate both the growing trees
surrounding it and walkers with
limited mobility. It isnow a beau-
tiful 5-Circuit Concentric Clas-
sical Labyrinth made of crushed

Located in
Medway

Boston area.

« Free Estimates

« Towing Available

« Rental Assistance

* 4.9 stars on google

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater

« We work on most makes and models

« Detailing services

« Lifetime warranty

» State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County
p— Choose Vendetti Collision Center

Vo We handle your car with the best of
n care every step of the way

stone.

The Labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual tool with one path lead-
ing to the center and back out.
One walks this sacred space with
an open heart and open mind.
The twists and turns provide
for a calming walk or reflective
journey.

In honor of World Labyrinth
Day on May 2, the First Univer-
salist Society in Franklin invites
you to its labyrinth, listed on the
World-Wide Labyrinth Locator.,
open to the general public from
sunrise to sundown. We hope
that it will become an important
part of your regular spiritual

practice.

The First Universalist Society
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitar-
1an Universalist Welcoming
Congregation located at 262
Chestnut Street, Franklin. For
more information visit Fusf.org,
email info@fusf.org; or call 508-
528-5348.

Franklin Theater & Music Boosters

launch capital campaign

FHS Theatre to present play May 22 & 23

With the town of Franklin’s
limited town budget, the Frank-
lin Theater Boosters and Music
Boosters have launched a large
fundraiser campaign to reju-
venate failing equipment and
make additional repairs to the
high school and middle school
auditoriums. Every dollar raised
will go directly toward providing

Franklin Public Schools. The
groups aim to raise §100K by
July first.
Below is the Give Butter link.
https://givebutter.com/FP-
SCaptial Campaign2026
Find the boosters’ letter to the
community at:
https://tinyurl.com/FHSArts
The FHS Theatre is also

putting on a show on May 22
and 23 at the FHS auditorium
at 218 Oak St., Franklin. The
show is called The Curious Case of
the Cottingley Faires.

Keep an eye out for ticket in-
formation at:

https:/ /www.facebook.com/
franklinhstheatreco

Py /AR

RT GALLERY

Art slows us down in the
best /oossi/o/e Wa_tj.l

Contemporary Fine Art

Local, Award-winning, Professional Artists
Unique and Expressive, Realism to Whimsy
Relaxed, Approachable Atmosphere

New Artists, New Exhibits Monthly

Discover a statement piece for your home or office

Browsers Welcome!

Maine Coast by Sue Pratt Sheridan

6 Central Street, Foxboro, MA 02035

Open Wed-Sun 10 am - 6 pm

ThePaintedFoxArtGallery.com
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Volunteers needed for

Beautification Day May 16

Farm at 887 Lincoln Street to
pick up trays of flowers and
deliver downtown. If you don’t
have a truck, arrive by 8 a.m. at
the public parking lot near the
bridge in front of The Rome
restaurant. Bring work gloves,
rakes and garden tools, if you
can.

Franklin DPW supplies water,
hoses and mulch. They also
clean up litter and debris in cer-

The Franklin Downtown
Partnership and Franklin Gar-
den Club are gearing up for
Beautification Day on Saturday,
May 16. From 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Volunteers are needed! Roll up
your sleeves and dig in. Many
hands are needed to help plant
flowers on the bridges, barrels
and boxes downtown.

Volunteer to plant on May
16 or pick one of 18 weeks to

water during the summer. Con-  tain areas.

tact Sandy Sauer at sandy(@ “Our goal is to give people
franklintilecarpetone.com, or something to smile about as
508-733-8929. they drive through our

The FHS Bascball team
volunteers their time planting
for the spring, but more help
1s always appreciated. This is
the perfect opportunity to
earn student commu-
nity service hours.
You will get a note
documenting your
service.

Volunteers with
trucks, please meet
at 7:30 a.m. at
Fairmount Fruit

~#5  historic downtown
and maybe just
make their day a
little better,” said Eileen
Mason, Beautification
Day Chair.

Franklin Downtown Part-

many people who come to-
gether to make this a success.
“The Partnership is very grate-
ful to Eileen Mason, Sandy
Sauer, the Franklin Garden

Club, the DPW and the many
members of our community
who volunteer to make our cen-
ter beautiful for the spring and
summer,” she said.

Franklin Downtown Partner-
ship is grateful to our Beautifica-
tion Day sponsors, who, at press
time, included:

Platinum: D.G. Ranieri Real
Estate; G & C Plumbing &
Heating; Glen Meadow Apart-
ments; Fileen Mason, RE/
MAX Executive Realty; Sunrise
Montessori School, Inc.

Gold: Dean Bank; Eagle
Stainless Tube & Fabrication,
Inc.; Fenton Financial; Notturno
Home Services

Silver: Friends of Franklin El-
ders, Inc.; PEEL Microspa

Stay up to date on the Down-
town Partnership’s Beautifica-
tion Day and other events here:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/
and

https://www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/.

Former Franklin Woman
Charged with Arson for
November House Fire

FRANKLIN, MA —A for-
mer Franklin resident has been
charged with setting fire to her
Maple Street home late last
year, said State I'ire Marshal Jon
M. Davine and Franklin Fire
Chief Charles Allen.

State Police fire investigators
assigned to the State Fire Mar-
shal’s office arrested Melissa
Brown, 48, with the assistance
of the State Police Violent Fugi-
tive Apprehension Section. She
was charged with arson of a
dwelling in connection with the
November 1, 2025, fire at 338
Maple Street.

Brown’s arrest followed a
methodical investigation by the
State Police Fire & Explosion
Investigation Unit assigned to
the State Fire Marshal’s of-
fice, which was supported by
the Franklin Fire Department,
Franklin Police Department,
and State Police Crime Lab.
She was arraigned yesterday in
Wrentham District Coourt.

Neighbors reported smoke

and flames at the single-family
home at about 5:45 p.m. The
Franklin Fire Department re-
sponded to find heavy fire show-
ing from the front and left sides
of the 2 Ye-story structure. One
resident, identified as Brown,
had escaped and declined medi-
cal attention.

The fire extended from the
first floor to the second and
quickly went to two alarms.
Firefighters were able to knock
down the bulk of the fire
quickly but found multiple
hotspots and remained on scene
for several hours conducting
overhaul. The fire caused ex-
tensive damage throughout the
home. Two cats were found de-
ceased. No other injuries were
reported.

The fire departments of
Milford, Medway, Bellingham,
Wrentham, Foxborough, Pla-
inville, and Norfolk provided
mutual aid at the scene.

Spring/Fall CLEAN UP

Weekly/Bi-Weekly
MOWING

Edging & Mulch
Installation

FERTILIZATION
PROGRAMS

Weed Prevention

Insect & Grub
Control

LAWN REPAIR
De-Thatching
Core Aeration
Over Seeding
Trimming Shrubs

Shrub & Tree

Planting or Removal

CARLINO LANDSCAPING

Full Service Lawn Maintenance

Residential & Commercial

Hwesome Fervices & Great Rates
FREE Estimates + Lcensed + Insured

For details call Tony
(508) 234-6227

www.CarlinoLandscaping.com
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LiveArts Back at Franklin Historical Museum May 17th

By Juprra Dorato O’GARA

The resurrection of the
LiveArts String Quartet saw
a packed house, and clearly a
demand for high-caliber musi-
cal performance, at the Franklin
Historical Museum last Novem-
ber, so now, with the help of a
grant from the Massachusetts
Cultural Counctil, the profes-
sional musicians are planning
another concert this month, on
Sunday, May 17th, at 3 p.m.,
again at the Franklin Histori-
cal Museum, 80 W. Central St.,
Franklin.

“We were just delighted and
astounded at the incredible turn-
out at the concert last Novem-
ber. The place was absolutely
packed, standing room only, and
it was even hard to find standing
room spots,” says Don Krishnas-
wami, violist, “That was a real

indication that the people in the
town really want to have this.”
“The museum is thrilled to
have LASQ) back,” says Alan
Earls, Franklin Historical Com-
mission Chair, “The reaction to

Katherine Winterstein, violin

the concert in November was
extremely enthusiastic -- and
many people also said how
pleased they were to experi-
ence the museum for the first
time.”

Jan Miiller-Szeraws, cello

Lrin "Quarlcl
FRANKLIN, WA

2

Krishnaswami says the brand-
ing of LiveArts certainly helped
the LiveArts String Quartet
draw the crowd. “One thing
we do have is the advantage of
riding on the coattails of the

Greg Vitale, violin

LiveArts series. The brand was
already familiar to people, so
when they saw LiveArts String
Quartet, there was excitement to
have us back. Our concerts were
always well attended,” says the

Donald Krishnaswami, viola

musician. The LiveArts String
Quartet is comprised of world-
class professional musicians who
have performed with Boston’s
leading musical ensembles, such
as the Boston Symphony Or-

chestra and Boston Pops.

Now, Krishnaswami says, with
this grant “and support from
private individuals and local
business, we’re able to present
some more concerts and look
forward to see how this develops
going forward,” says Krishnas-
wami, “We think its excellent to
have a top caliber professional
string quartet dedicated to the
southwest suburbs right here in
Franklin.”

With the tight quarters, tick-
ets are limited to 70 total, and
this time, there is a cost for
the concert, although children
under 12 are free, with a por-
tion of the proceeds donated
to the historical museum. The
group now has a website, www.
Liveartsstringquartet.org,
where you can purchase tickets
or donate.

May 2026 at

2026 Reading Challenge
May: A Book Set in Massa-
chusetts

Looking for a way to expand
your reading habits this year?
Join the Massachusetts Center
for the Book 2026 Reading
Challenge for adults and the
library will reward your reading
with a coupon for a free book
from our book sale! Check out
the details on our Reading Chal-
lenges page at https://www.
franklinma.gov/261/Reading-
Challenges-Book-Groups

Franklin Public Library

Special Events for Kids &
Teens

Plush Pet Adoption Day!
Saturday, May 2 @ 1 p.m.

Come adopt a reading buddy
and decorate a collar, make an
adoption certificate, and enjoy a
dog-themed storytime with your
new best friend!

Science Night, Wednesday,
May 6 @ 5 p.m., led by teen
volunteers!

Teen Stress Relief Night,
Wednesday, May 6 @ 5:30 p.m.
Join us for a night of relaxation
and rejuvenation before those

STUMP GRINDING

v/ Improve the
look of your yard

v Keeps carpenter
ants & wasps away

big exams!

Pen to Picture! Saturday,
May 16 @ 1 p.m.

Join us as we welcome award-
winning illustrator, author, and
artist Colleen AF Venable to
Franklin! Hear all about her
creative process and participate
in interactive breakout sessions.
Photo ops and book signings will
be available, too.

Hairstyling Workshop for
Grown-Ups & Kiddos, Satur-
day, May 30 @ 1 p.m.

Come to the library for a spe-
cial hairstyling workshop! Learn
to do a few special styles on your
kiddo’s hair and leave with a kit
to continue building your skills
at home.

Petite Prom! Saturday, May
30 @ 2 p.m.

Get dressed up and join the
library for our very first Petite
Prom! There’ll be music, snacks,
dancing, and an epic prom pho-
tobooth!

| HAVE COINS &

COLLECTIBLES

Special Events for Adults
Diamond Art De-Stress,
Thursday, May 14 @ 6:30 p.m.,

Registration Required

Give your day some sparkle
& Zen. Enjoy a meditative dia-
mond art project with coffee or
tea and conversation, or quiet,
as you prefer. All materials pro-
vided. For ages 18+.

Mahjong Meetup, Tuesday,
May 26 @ 6 p.m.

Whether you have a rudimen-
tary knowledge of mahjong or
have been playing for years, u
join us for an evening of strat-
egy, luck and fun. This is an
opportunity for the novice to
hone their skills and experienced
players to share their knowl-
edge. This event will not include
instruction on how to play. If
you have your own mahjong set,
please bring it along. Play begins
at 6 p.m. Tor ages 18+.

Special Events for All Ages
Wind Phone Pebble Paint w/
Cultural District, Saturday, May

2 @ 10 a.m.

Come join us for a creative
and meaningful afternoon as we
paint pebbles for our community
“rock garden,” a space that will
live beside the upcoming Wind-
Phone installation at Franklin
Sculpture Park, set to debut in
late May. Led by Franklin Artist
Amy Adams, this is a chance for
kids and adults alike to see how
the smallest gesture can inspire
moments of empathy. All are
welcome for this free activity!

Craft Supply Swap, Satur-
day, May 9 @ 1 p.m.

Bring a bag of your own craft
supply donations and/or come
to shop Franklin Public Li-
brary’s first Craft Supply Swap!
More details are listed on the
library calendar. To volunteer
to help evaluate and sort, please
email mgousic@minlib.net.

Melodious Zach: An Elton
John Experience, Saturday,
May 23 @ 3 p.m.

Hear the stories and songs of
Elton John in this historical jaunt
through Elton’s music. Featuring
early songs like “Skyline Pigeon,”
hits like “Crocodile Rock,”
“Hakuna Matata,” and more re-
cent tunes like “T Want Love.”

Franklin Library Book
Sale

Friday, May 15: 1 =5 p.m.,
Saturday, May 16: 9 a.m. — 12
p-m., All books $1.

Bag Sale - §5 Per Bag, Satur-
day, May 16: 1 —4 p.m.
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‘Soccer’s Big Event’is coming to ‘Boston Stadium’

Two million people will be looking for things to do

in surrounding towns

By THERESA KNAPP

Lditor’s note: Due to copyright is-
sues, the more commonly known name
or the football/soccer matches cannot
be used by publications outside of the
official association. We are calling 1t
“Soccer’s Big Event.”

The most popular sport in the
world 1s football (or “soccer” in
the U.S.) and this year several
matches of the global soccer
tournament — or “Soccer’s Big
Event” — will be played in June
and July in Massachusetts.

Boston is one of 16 cities
across North America that will
host matches. Specific dates
for the Boston area will be an-
nounced closer to the event, but
will be between June 13 and
July 9.

At a recent Tourism Sum-
mit and Legislative Breakfast
hosted by the MetroWest Boston
Visitors Bureau, state and local
officials explained how Mas-
sachusetts is preparing for the
event.

The main speaker at the
conference was Greta Teller of
“Bostonfwc26,” the group that
1s overseeing local logistics for
the world organization. She said
there are many ways MetroWest
communities can provide experi-
ences for the millions of visitors
who are expected to flood the
area.

“Two million people are com-
ing, and there are only 740,000
tickets,” Teller said. “And many
of those people are coming
without tickets and will need
things to do.”

There are opportunities for
communities all around Eastern
Massachusetts, and beyond, to
join in the festivities and revelry,
Teller said, adding fans just want
to be in Massachusetts to sup-
port their team, which is an op-
portunity for local fan festivals,
fan marches, fan zones, pep ral-
lies, watch parties, and more.

The event, Teller said, will
provide a significant boost to ho-
tels, restaurants and other local
businesses; and the Bostonfwec is
encouraging towns to organize

fan festivals and cultural celebra-
tions in the area, and to promote
those events through the organi-
zation’s website and the MWVB
(for free).

At the summit, it was noted
that MetroWest has the larg-
est population of Brazilians
outside of Brazil, Brockton has
the largest Cape Verde popula-
tion outside of Cape Verde, and
Worcester is home to a large
Ghana population — all of which
can be a consideration when or-
ganizing activities around Soc-
cer’s Big Event.

MetroWest Visitors Bureau
Executive Director Stacey
David said local towns and or-
ganizations should think about
experiences visitors might enjoy
and market them accordingly —
anything related to arts, culture,
living history, outdoor activities
(trail systems) - will be a big
draw.

“Think about what you have
in your town, and let the Me-
troWest Visitors Bureau help
promote it,” said David.

However, the very first action
anyone should take, she said,
is to change all website refer-
ences from “Gillette Stadium”
to “Boston Stadium,” which is
what visitors will be searching
for when planning their trip.

When creating watch parties
and other events, organizers
should consult the organiza-
tion’s public viewing regulations,
including broadcast licenses,
branding, etc., which can be
found at https://bit.ly/FIFA-
publicViewing;

Sen. Becca Rausch, whose
district includes Franklin — just
nine miles from Foxboro where
the matches will be played — at-
tended the event and said the
Commonwealth is ready to wel-
come visitors from around the
world.

“I'm thrilled [Soccer’s Big
Event] is coming to Massachu-
setts and particularly our region,
drawing millions of visitors to
MetroWest this summer. Travel-
ers have so much to discover
here, from beautiful nature trails
to dynamic main streets and
cultural treasures. I hope people

For more information, visit www.fifa.com

or https://bostonfwc26.com

are excited for the opportunity
to welcome the world and show-
case our hospitality and history,
especially as we celebrate and
share the stories of MA250. I
stand with my colleague, Sen.
Paul Feeney, as he leads the work
in the Senate to secure funding
for a safe and smooth experi-
ence for tourists and residents
alike,” Sen. Rausch told Local
Town Pages, after the event.
The MetroWest Boston
Visitors Bureau promotes travel
and tourism throughout the
19 towns of the MetroWest

Boston Stadium

“Soccer’s Big Event” is coming to “Boston Stadium” in June and July.
Image created by Theresa Knapp using ChatGPT

region, which include Ashland,
Bellingham, Framingham,

Natick, Northborough, Sher-
born, Southborough, Sudbury,

Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale,
Hopkinton, Hudson, Marlbor-
ough, Medway, Milford, Millis,

Wayland, and Westborough,
according to www.metrowestvisi-
tors.org.

116 Main Street, Medway

(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton

(508) 625-8100

Don’t forget
your muffins,cakes
and pastry for
mothers day!
muffinhousecafe.com

Open Daily -
Bakery with Eresh

NOW OFFERING

325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655

COMING SOON
22 Washington Street, Canton

Mufﬁns/Pastries

DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB Breakfast and Lunch Sundwit‘;h.es“
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jbrdan’Mm%gh

. Receive 10% off any cake '1 \ : FREE SMALL COFFEE

. with this coupon X . e

: All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises :me% L:-Sﬂfﬁfpei: with a purchase O.f amuffin with this coupon
IF Expires 5-31-2026 1 i \! Expires 5-31-2026

WOODSTOCK BUILDING ASSOCIATES, LL.C

The Leader in Design-Build

WOODSTOCK, CT
3 Route 171, Suite 1

860-928-0897

FRANKLIN, MA
15 Main Street, Suite 11A

W B A 508-570-4853
From design to completion, our architects, designers, estimators, project coordinators,
superintendents, carpenters, and plumbers work as a team to ensure consistently superior
craftsmanship for your project. Design and building costs are tailored to fit your needs without
compromising quality. If you are looking for an experienced, organized, professional, and cost
conscious design-build company, call Woodstock Building Associates today!

MA Home Improvement Contractor #119083 - MA Censtruction Supervisor #111269 - CT Home Improvement Contractor #365903 - CT New Home Construction Comtractor #160

REMODEL - NEW CONSTRUCTION - KITCHENS & BATHS - ADDITIC



Page 18

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

May 1, 2026

50K visitors to the Children’s Museum of Franklin!

By JuprtH DoraTo O’GARA

Seven months in, the
6,400-square-foot space of The
Children’s Museum of IFranklin
has seen nearly 50,000 visi-
tors walking through its doors.
In fact, last month the 501 c3
nonprofit was one of a number
of burgeoning children’s muse-
ums recognized by The New York
Tumes!

“It’s been incredible to see
the response so far across Mas-

sachusetts, Rhode Island and
beyond,” says Gallagher, co-
founder with Meg Hagen, “Be-
fore we opened, we anticipated
folks coming an hour drive away
and further, it’s incredible to see
how much families are looking
for places like this.”

All exhibits, she says, “get an
equal amount of love,” with
children and families making use
of the whole facility. Recently,
the museum was able to fund an
exhibit they’d hoped to add to

their inclusive space.

‘Amazing Airways” takes up
the entirety of those two big
windows,” says Gallagher, of the
pneumatic tube wind system,
funded by the family and in the
memory of longtime beloved
community member Peter
Brunelli, known for his commu-
nity volunteerism and facilitat-
ing the Feast of St. Rocco for
many years. “It brings so much
joy, with colored acrylic panels.
It looks beautiful from the pit.

- T—

. COAN

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

2 MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

BOILERS - FURNACES. HEAT PUMPS - HOT WATER SYSTEMS - FUEL TANKS

Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More!
Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick « 508-653-5050 - 800-262-6462 - coanoil.com
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| . h
.

=~ YOUR FIRST

™ ORDER!

¥ I

ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR ALL YOUR W

BLINDS & DESIGNS

TR

Showroom Gallery Hours: 9:30-5:30 M-F
Sat. by Appointment

456 W Central St, Franklin, MA
(781)-401-7245 | bdblinds.com

INDOW TREATMENT NEEDS

=t
=8

. Free in home
consultations

& estimations;

installations
included with

Kids can put scarves and balls
into the tubes and can change
the direction of the wind,” she
says.

The museum is getting ready
to open its outdoor space, antici-
pating a June opening,

Inclusivity has been at the top
of priorities for the space, Galla-
gher says. Recently, the museum
held a private event for Hope-
health PediPal, for children with
serious illness.

“One of our new friends who
came, who'’s 8 years old, said to
us on the way out, “This is the
most accessible space I've ever
been to. I can’t believe you let
other kids come here to play,
too.” It was really special to
hear,” says Gallagher. Thanks
to the generosity of a donor, the
nonprofit will continue to be
able to host such groups at free
and reduced admissions.

Weekends are busiest for the
museum, but during the week,
elementary school groups come
to play, “and we’re booked up
through the whole spring,” says
Gallagher.

This summer will see a slight
shift in hours, as the museum
will be open to the public more
days. It will also offer drop-in
hands-on classes during summer
break.

On June 15th, Children’s
Museum of Franklin will hold

The latest exhibit for Children’s
Museum of Franklin, Amazing
Airways, was funded in memory
of Franklin volunteer Peter
Brunelli by his family.

a “Play Fore the Kids” charity
golf classic, starting at 10 a.m.,
at Franklin Country Club.

“All of our players and spon-
sors’ funding goes directly to
supporting access to this space
for families,” says Gallagher,
also thrilled that the museum’s
visitors are going out and sup-
porting other local businesses
before and after their visits.

For more information on
the summer hours or the golf
fundraiser, visit the museum’s
website at www.
childrens-
museumfrank-
lin.org.

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts,
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST

A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL

Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for
children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY

A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as
your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual
who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to
petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310
or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month

Each May, communities
across the country come to-
gether to raise awareness, re-

duce stigma, and
highlight the many
ways we can sup-
port mental well-
being—for ourselves
and for one another.
While the month
began as a public
education cam-
paign in the United
States in 1949, it
has evolved into a
nationwide move-
ment focused on
connection, access,
and prevention.
This is what
makes it especially
relevant for munici-
palities like Frank-
lin—where everyday
programs, from
arts and culture to
recreation and com-
munity events, play
a meaningful role in
supporting mental
health.

In the Town of Franklin,
we’re proud to recognize the im-

portant role that everyday pro-
grams, services, and community
connections play in supporting

mayis
mental health
awarenm +

CRAB A
FREE

SKETCHBOOK

Pick up a free sketchbook
and prompt list!

Drawing can help reduce
stress, improve focus, and
calm your mind. No
experience needed—just
start. Take 10 minutes for
yourself—no pressure, no
perfection.

Wisht frankBinmagor
@itranklinzuture

mental health.
A Moment to Make
The Department of Arts,

e
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Sprmg & Fall Clean Up
Weed Control

Edge;

Plantmgs

Shruh, Flower, Flafits & Trees

loam & Seeding
Sod & LawnBepairs

Irimming & Pruning

ce%#

Culture, and the Creative Econ-
omy invites you to step away
from screens and reconnect with
the simple act of mak-
ing art.

Creative activities
like sketching or doo-
dling can help reduce
stress, improve focus,
and support overall
well-being. This month,
we encourage you to
slow down, unplug,
and take a “Moment to
Make.”

Mini sketchbooks
will be available at the
TFranklin Public Library,
Franklin Senior Cen-
ter, and the Municipal
Building lobby (while
supplies last).

Want to connect
digitally? Snap a pic of
your sketchbook and
post on social chan-
nels, tag + follow @
franklinculture.

Sketchbook
Prompt #1:
Feeling Calm

This week, draw things
that helps you feel calm.

It could be a place, a person, an
object, or even an abstract pat-
tern—there’s no right or wrong
way to create.
Sketchbook Prompt #2:
Emotions Without Words
Creative expression is a pow-
erful way to process what you’re
feeling. Draw your moods as
colors or shapes throughout the
week; see how they change be-
fore and after you sketch.
Sketchbook Prompt #3:
Memory + Comfort
Revisiting comforting memories
can help ground you in the pres-
ent. Where do you go (in your
mind) to feel at ease? Sketch
places real or imagined.
Sketchbook Prompt #4:
Play + Imperfection
Perfection isn’t the goal—
showing up is. Fill a few pages
with doodles—no plan, no rules.
Sketchbook Prompt #5:
Reflection
Big or small—capture a few
moments of gratitude. Draw
things you’re grateful for, see
how they change

;ﬁ) W\W 2%5 throughout the
week.

Temple Etz
Chaim celebrates
Passover, plans
Tot Shabbat

On May 2, 2026, The
Temple Etz Chaim will hold
Tot Shabbat from 9-9:30 a.m.
All Jewish children up to age six
and their families are welcome,
regardless of membership.

For more information,
email earlychildhood@temple-
etzchaim.org

Last month, the Temple Etz
Chaim Early Childhood group
enjoyed learning about Passover
at our Passover Party, which
included storytelling, exploring
the significance of freedom,
planting “Freedom Flowers” in
flowerpots they decorated, and
enjoying ice cream topped with
charoset.

The women of Temple Etz
Chaim also celebrated a mean-
ingful evening of joyful connec-
tion and reflection, including
song, discussion and a delicious
meal as we explored the heroic
women of the Passover story:
To learn more, email admin@
temple-etzchaim.org,

CARLINO LANDSCAPING

Residential & Commercial

508-234-6227

Mowing Services ¢ Fertilization Program w/ Lime
Deep De-thatching ¢ Core Aeration & Over Seeding
Grub & Insect Control ® Brush Removal

Parking Lot Sweeping

WWW.CARLINOLANDSCAPING.COM
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Notturno

home services

Your Community Calendar Sponsored by Notturno Home Services

May 2026 Calendar

Small Works Reception and
Fundraiser, 6-7:30 p.m., Lotvin
Family Gallery, Hopkinton Center for
the Arts, 98 Hayden Rowe St., Hop-
kinton, https://canvas.hopartscenter.
org/events/43

4th Annual Jane Jacobs Walk
hosted by BEN4 Franklin, 10:30
a.m. — 12 p.m., begins and ends at
Franklin TV, 23 Hutchinson St., Frank-
lin, updates at ben4franklin.org,

Happy Birthday Horace -- For
Kids and Families, 10 a.m. — 1
p-m., Franklin Historical Museum, 80
W. Central St., Franklin, activities and
cake!

Tot Shabbat, 9-9:30 a.m., Temple
Etz Chaim, 186 Grove St., Franklin,
open to all Jewish children up to the
age of six and their families, member-
ship not required. Email earlychild-
hood@temple-etzchaim.org

Charles River Chorale Spring
Concert, “It’s About Time! A
Journey Through Memory & Mo-
ment,” 5 p.m., Medway High School
Auditorium, 88 Summer St., Medway,
tickets at https://our.show/ crespring-
concert

Fairy Walk 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Holi
Festival of Colors Celebration, 12
p-m.-1 p.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45
Hospital Rd., Medfield, Free, www.
bellforge.org

MassBay Community Col-
lege Spring Open House, 9 a.m.
—12 p.m., 50 Oakland St., Welles-
ley, *Prospective students can RSVP

at MassBay.edu/OpenHouse or
email admissions@massbay.edu.

Sunday Speaker Series, 1:15
p-m., Franklin Historical Museum,
80 W. Central St., Franklin, features
Phillip Balkus, on the Horace Mann’s
less famous role rescuing the fortunes
of his brother and other investments,
free but donations appreciated

Nine & Dine: 12 p.m. shotgun
start, Tri-County Regional Chamber
Golf Tournament, Shining Rock Golf
Club, 91 Clubhouse Lane, Northbor-
ough, https://www.tricountycham-
berma.org/golf-tournament

Community Closet at Franklin
UMC open, 12-2 p.m., 82 W. Cen-
tral St., Franklin, all clothing is FREE .
Donations of gently used clean clothes
are gratefully accepted

Franklin Garden Club presents
Orchids 101, 6— 8:30 p.m., Franklin
Senior Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St.,
Franklin, features Linda Abrams and
Mike Badia.

Rotary Club of Franklin, MA
meeting, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restau-
rant, 4 E. Central St., Franklin. If you
would like to come to a meeting, email
Diane Padula, dmpadula@deanbank.
com.

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23
Hutchinson St., Franklin, work on your
presentation skills with a supportive
group in Zoom or in person, https://

Proud Members of the
Franklin Community!

voiceoffranklin.toastmastersclubs.org
Stony Brook Camera Club
meeting (Zoom), “Flower Photog-
raphy” with Padma Inguva, www.
stonybrookcc.com

Veterans Coffee Social, 10 a.m.,
Franklin Senior Center, 10 Daniel
McCahill St., Franklin, ALL veterans
welcome.

Franklin Art Association meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Senior Cen-
ter, 10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin,
guest artist Kristen Perone, www.
franklinart.org

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance
Bowling, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Pinz, 110
South Main St., Milford, space limited,
so RSVP at franklinlgbtqalliance@
gmail.com. §15 which includes shoes.
Brin extra money for food or arcade.

Frances Perkins Comes to
Life! 1 p.m., Franklin Senior Center,
10 Daniel McCabhill St., Franklin,
Historical Portrayals by Lady ] brings
trailblazer Frances Perkins to life in this
historical performance.

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive,
please place a bag of nonperishable
donations by your mailbox prior to
your normal mail delivery time. Your
letter carrier will pick up your donation
and bring it to the Franklin Food Pan-
try. www.franklinfoodpantry.org

Craft Supply Swap, 1 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin, volunteers needed, mgou-
sie@minlib.net

Antiques Appraisal Benefit
Event, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Historical
Museum, 80 W. Central St., Franklin,
with experienced appraiser James
C. Johnston, $10 per item, $25 per 3
items, Seniors $5 per item, $10 per 3
items. Fundraiser for museum.

Susan Werner, 7:30 p.m., Circle
of Friends Coffechouse, Franklin’s
First Universalist Society Meeting-
house, 262 Chestnut St., Franklin;
doors open at 7 p.m. Beverages and
gourmet desserts available. Tickets
at https://circlefolk.org/

Norfolk Cultural Council Ju-
ried Art Exhibition Reception
& Awards Ceremony, 6-8 p.m.,
Norfolk Public Library, 2 Liberty Lane,
Norfolk, exhibit runs May 2-30

Community Closet at Franklin
UMC open, 12-2 p.m., 82 W. Cen-
tral St., Franklin, all clothing is FREE .
Donations of gently used clean clothes
are gratefully accepted

Stony Brook Camera Club
meeting (Zoom), Member Competi-
tion- Image of the year, www:stony-
brookcc.com

11th Annual Franklin High
School Empty Bowls Fundraiser,
6 p.m., Franklin High School cafete-
ria, dinner of soup and bread, bid on
auction items including handmade

pottery by Empty Bowls members, $22

Notturno

home services
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adults, $12 children (18 and under) at
www .franklinfoodpantry.org or at door
(cash or check only).

Franklin Library Book Sale,
1-5 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin, Books $1
Friday, May 15: 1 - 5pm; Saturday, May
16: 9am - 12pm. All books are just one
dollar! Bag Sale - $5 Per Bag. Saturday;,
May 16: 1 - 4pm

Franklin Beautification Day, 8
a.m. —noon, presented by Franklin
Downtown Partnership, Volunteer to
plant on May 16 or water during the
summer. Contact Sandy Sauer sandy(@)
franklintilecarpetone.com, or 508-733-
8929. Volunteers with trucks, 7:30 a.m.,
Fairmount Fruit Farm. Others 8 a.m. at
public parking lot near bridge in front
of The Rome restaurant. Bring work
gloves, rakes and garden tools. www:
franklindowntownpartnership.org

Franklin Art Association’s An-
nual “Fakes and Forgeries Art
Exhibit” opens, Franklin Historical
Museum, 80 West Central St., Franklin,
museum hours. Public reception June 6.

Franklin Library Book Sale, 9
a.m. — 12 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, Books $1,
bag sale 1-4 p.m.

Quattro Eroi Lodge #1414 Pasta
Dinner, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3402 Hall,
1034 Pond St., Franklin, great Italian
food, conversation, a remembrance of
the men for whom the Lodge 1s named,
and raffle baskets and auction items.

$20 ($15 for members). Follow activities
on Facebook. quattroeroi@gmail.com.
Bellingham Multicultural Fes-
tival, 1-4:30 p.m., Bellingham Public
Library, 100 Blackstone St., Bellingham

May 17

LiveArts String Quartet, 3
p-m., Franklin Historical Museum,
80 West Central St., Franklin, features
masterworks by Haydn, Mendelssohn,
Schumann. Limited seating. Tickets at
www. Liveartsstringquartet.org

Community Closet at Franklin
UMC open, 12-2 p.m., 82 W. Central
St., Franklin, all clothing is FREE . Do-
nations of gently used clean clothes are
gratefully accepted

Stony Brook Camera Club
meeting (Zoom), “Planning Astro-
landscape Photos” with Manish Mam-
tani, www.stonybrookcc.com

Rotary Club of Franklin, MA
meeting, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restaurant,
4 E. Central St., Franklin. If you would
like to come to a meeting, email Diane
Padula, dmpadula@deanbank.com.

Voice of Franklin Toastmasters,
7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 Hutchinson
St., Franklin, work on your presentation
skills with a supportive group in Zoom
or in person, https://voiceoffranklin.
toastmastersclubs.org

May 20
Women’s Health Expo, 2-5 p.m.,
New England Chapel, 300 East Central
St., Franklin, includes health screen-
ings, educational resources, giveaways,

Wood/orms

and local vendors. Dana-Farber Caancer
Institute mobile mammography van 7
am. to 3:15 p.m.

Franklin Town Council Budget
Hearing, 6 p.m., Council Chambers,
Franklin Municipal Building, 355 E.
Central St., Franklin, available on
Zoom, visit www.franklinma.gov for de-
tails and agendas

May 21

Franklin Town Council Budget
Hearing, 6 p.m., Council Chambers,
Franklin Municipal Building, 355 E.
Central St., Franklin, available on
Zoom, visit www.franklinma.gov for de-
tails and agendas

Memorial Day Breakfast , 9 a.m.
— 11 a.m., Franklin Senior Center, 10
Daniel McCahill St., Franklin, RSVP by
May 9, 2025. Veterans get first prefer-
ence.

FHS Theatre presents The Curi-
ous Case of the Cottingley Fairies,
Franklin High School Auditorium, 218
Oak St., Franklin, for more informa-
tion visit https://www.facebook.com/
franklinhstheatreco

Melodious Zach: An Elton John
Experience, 3 p.m., I'ranklin Public
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

FHS Theatre presents The Curi-
ous Case of the Cottingley Fairies,
Franklin High School Auditorium, 218
Oak St., Franklin, for more informa-
tion visit https://www.facebook.com/
franklinhstheatreco

May 25

Memorial Day: Memorial Day
Parade 11 a.m., from Horace Mann
School to Oak, to Daniel McCabhill, to
Union, to W. Central, to Emmons, to
Main, to Town Common. Memorial
Day Ceremony 12 p.m.

Community Closet at Franklin
UMC open, 12-2 p.m., 82 W. Central
St., Franklin, all clothing is FREE . Do-
nations of gently used clean clothes are
gratefully accepted

Mahjong Meetup, Tuesday, 6
p-m., Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin, for adults

Stony Brook Camera Club
meeting (Zoom), Image Makers _
Member Presentations, www.stony-
brookcc.com

May 27

Finance Committee Budget
Meeting, 6 p.m., Franklin Municipal
Building, 355 E. Central St., Frank-
lin, available on Zoom, visit www.
franklinma.gov for details and agendas

Bellforge Arts Center Balance
in Nature: Mind-Body Movement,
10-11 a.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45
Hospital Rd., Medfield, Free, www.bell-
forge.org

May 31-June 6

Franklin Restaurant Week, pro-
motions all week in restaurants around
town, visit https://tinyurl.com/Franklin-
RestaurantWeek2026

Come Vvisit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Eriday: 7 a.m. - 3/ p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday
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Fit to Major: What Colleges Are Really Looking For

Things have changed dra-
matically since I was 18 years
old applying to college. Gone
are the days when earning
a strong GPA in your core
classes, achieving a competitive
SAT/ACT score, and joining a
few clubs would open the door
to many top schools.

In today’s admissions land-
scape, especially at more se-
lective colleges, expectations
have evolved. Colleges are
now looking for students who
demonstrate emotional intel-
ligence, digital literacy, mean-
ingful community engagement,
and intellectual curiosity. And
increasingly, they are looking
for something called “fit to
major.”

Fit to major means colleges
want to understand the “why”
behind a student’s intended
major. They are looking for
alignment between a student’s
transcript, activities, and real-
world experiences. In other
words: Does this student show
evidence that they are genu-
inely interested in and pre-
pared for in this field?

That evidence might include
relevant coursework, jobs,
internships, volunteer work,
or independent exploration.
Colleges don’t want students
to simply tell them why - they
want students to show it
through their actions.

At first, this can sound over-
whelming - but it doesn’t have
to be. Think of it as building a
compelling and cohesive story,
not a list of random activities.

This is one of my favorite
parts of the process to work on
with students. It’s purposeful.
As students begin to explore
their interests, things start to
click. Their confidence grows,
and a strong application comes
together. I often say the final
application should read like
“The Story of Mary or John
Smith,” where an admissions
officer can say, “I get who they
are!”

The more a student under-
stands why they are interested
in a field, the easier it becomes
to recognize opportunities that
align with that interest.

e Personalized In-Homecare Services
e Companionship & Safety

f Advcm’rc:ge

{ ‘ HOMECARE I.LC—
\ Comgassron You can Trust,

are You Can Feel.

e Medication management and reminders
e Lighthouse keeping ® Meal preparation
e Transportation & Errands © Personal Care A55|stance

Call today for a Free care consultation.
Norfolk MA 02056-4001 | 857.445.1256 | www.advantagehcllc.org

L/

Affordable.
Reliable.
Locally owned

How to Build “Fit to
Major” (Using Business as
an Example)

While this approach works
for any major, let’s use business
as an example.

Students should begin by
exploring what interests them
within business. Are they
drawn to entreprencurship, fi-
nance, marketing, analytics, or
management? The more spe-
cific the interest, the stronger
the application story.

Clarity leads to a stron-
ger narrative - and a
stronger application.

Next, students need to
demonstrate that interest
through action. This doesn’t
mean launching a million dol-
lar startup in their garage - it
means doing something inten-
tional.

Examples might include:

* Working a part-time job

(retail, restaurant, etc.) to
learn about customers.

* Shadowing a professional
or completing a short in-
ternship.

* Attending a summer pro-
gram or taking an online
business course.

* Helping a local business
with social media or tech-
nology.

* Tutoring younger students
or running a small camp.

e Starting an investment club
or joining the business club

SHREDDING FOR THE STARS & SIRIPES

Honoring 250 Years of Progress by Clearing the Way for What's Next.

\\

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of
College 101 Admissions Consultants

and showing real engage-
ment.

One of the most important
strategies is to layer experi-
ences. Students should choose
two or three meaningful
activities that genuinely in-
terest them and fit into their
schedule. It’s not about doing
everything - it’s about doing a
few things with purpose and
consistency.

It’s also important to use
existing interests strategically.
Students don’t need to aban-
don what they already enjoy
- they can build connections.
A student-athlete might run a
youth clinic or fundraiser. A
creative student might start a
small online venture. The goal
is to show initiative.

As students build these expe-
riences, they should track them
in a resume or activity list.

Opver time, these experiences
come together. When it’s time
to write a supplemental essay,
answer a “Why this major?”
question, or sit for an inter-
view, the student is no longer
searching for answers - they
are just telling their story.

What This Looks Like in
Practice

Mary is interested in busi-
ness and begins exploring dif-

and starts to think finance
could be a good fit. Over time,
she joins DECA and competes,
becomes involved in Math
Honor Society and tutors
younger students, co-founds a
Women in Business club, and
works at a local diner. She also
takes time to shadow profes-
sionals and conduct informa-
tional interviews.

Individually, each activity is
valuable. Together, they tell a
clear and cohesive story.

Final Thought

Fit to major is not about
having everything figured out
- 1t’s about being intentional.
When students explore their
interests and connect their
experiences, their application
becomes more than a list of
accomplishments. It becomes a
story - and that’s what admis-
sions officers remember.

Good luck and enjoy the
journey!

College 101 Admissions
Consultants LLC. Website:
www.mycollegel01.com.
Email: tracy@mycollege101.
com. Phone: 508-380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored articles are submutted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of this article.

Help us keep our community clean and secure.
Free shredding hosted by Norfolk Credit Union
Refreshment’s will be served

16 UNION 51
NORFOLK MA

ferent areas. She enjoys math

—£ AIRPORT SHUTTLE
508 733-1356
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SALURDAY
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7 AM-NOON

Not Accepted: cardboard, 3 ring binders, plastics or electronics
All shredded paper will be 100% recycled to keep
America beautiful for another 250!

SPARTAN
CAR SERVICE
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Ahoy, Matey! Franklin onboard!

FHS soph’s essay wins Franklin a permanent sign on Navy ship

By Nataree WEBB

Last year, in preparation for
the commissioning of a new
submarine, middle and high
school students authored essays
for a chance to have their town’s
name onboard the Navy’s new-
est ship. Of the 351 towns and
cities in Massachusetts FHS
Sophomore Chloe Bowser was
one of twelve winners.

Thanks to her award-winning
essay, “A Family’s Legacy in the

Yard,” about the Charleston
Naval shipyard, a sign “Entering
the Town of Franklin,” now sits
above an entryway to the berth-
ing room (sleeping quarters)
aboard the Virginia-class fast-at-
tack submarine USS Massachu-
setts SSN 798, commissioned
March 28th in Boston Harbor.
The idea of having such a cer-
emony originated in the 1600s
during the Anglo-Dutch War,
when Admiral Tromp posted a

The newly commissioned USS Massachusetts SSN 798, alongside “Old
Ironsides” in Boston Harbor. Photo by USS Massachusetts Commission-

ing Committee

broom atop his masthead signal-
ing his intention to “sweep” the
English from the sea.

Chloe’s Mom, Ally serves as
President of the Parent Com-
munication Council (PCC) at
Franklin Middle School, over-
seeing fundraising initiatives,
student programs, yearbook
management, and field trip
coordination. Travis met Ally
while stationed in Newport,
Rhode Island, where she was at-
tending Salve Regina College.

Major Travis Bowser coura-
geously served in three combat
actions, Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Khanjar. Highly educated, with
two bachelor’s degrees and a
master’s, he currently instructs
the Marine Corps’ Junior
ROTC program at Assabet Val-
ley Regional Technical High
School, where Chloe enjoys par-
ticipating in their marksmanship
training, and raider and color
guard teams.

The “Bowser Bunch” includes
Chloe and her fou brothers. And
what a patriotic bunch they are!
Oldest brother Chance followed
in Travis’ footsteps and joined
the Marines as an Aviation
Welder. Second brother Chris
went into the Air Force in Com-

bat Controller/Special Warfare,
the equivalent to a Navy Seal.
Third son 19-year-old Jacob at-
tends Providence College and
majors in both Political Sci-
ence and Community Services
studies. I'J (Travis Juinor) is the
youngest of the Bowser Bunch
and is a 7th grader at Franklin
Middle School.

Tollowing her mother’s world
of science, Chloe lists science
as her number 1 fav. The ac-
complished and energetic teen,
in the top 10% of her class,
is a member of the Science
Olympiad Club, working on
higher-level science projects.
Her second love is music, and
she plays both the clarinet and
Tenor Sax, and her extracurric-
ular activities include volunteer-
ing to help children with special
needs, acting as a treasurer for
FHS Student Government, a
Project 351 Ambassador and
mentor, a member of the Music
Honor Society and the National
Honor Society for math stud-
les, a Varsity track athlete, a
poet, an artist, and “an amazing
daughter, sister, and Auntie.” her
dad proudly proclaimed. Chloe
also enjoys painting in the small
amount of spare time she has.

The essayist advises others to
go after their dreams encourag-
ing them to, “Take it one step at

Chloe proudly holding Franklin’s
plaque that will now sit atop the
entryway to sleeping quarters
aboard the USS Massachusetts
SSN 798, awarded for her essay,
“A Families Legacy in the Yard.”
Photo by Travis Bowser

a time so you can enjoy and ex-
perience the goal to its fullest.”

Congratulations to Chloe for
her commendable essay get-
ting “Entering Franklin” on an
entryway to the berthing room
of the USS Massachusetts SSN
798. And kudos to these patri-
otic townies in our cherished
community, the Bowser Bunch.
It makes me proud to be a
Franklinite!

Historic Happenings at Franklin Historical Museum May 2026

All programs FREE but dona-
tions always appreciated!

HORACE MANN WEEK-
END! (In honor of his 230th
Birthday on May 4!)

Saturday, May 2 -- Happy
Birthday Horace -- For Fami-
lies, 10 a.m. — 1 p.m., with cake!

Sunday, May 3 —”Second
Sunday Speaker’ on the FIRST
Sunday, 1:15 p.m.: Phillip
Balkus will explore Horace
Mann’s less famous role.

Saturday, May 9

Antiques Appraisal Benefit,
1-5 p.m., $10 per item, $25 per
3 items, Seniors $5 per item,
$10 per 3 items: Bring antiques,
collectibles, heirlooms, and un-
usual items to be evaluated by
an experienced appraiser, James
C. Johnston. (Please no guns!)
For more information, contact
alan.rearls@gmail.com.

Sunday, May 10 (CLOSED
Mothers’ Day)

FPS Secures S150K, Innovation Grant for

MS Library

FRANKLIN, MA -Franklin
Public Schools has secured
$150,000 in funding to support
redesign and modernization of
the Franklin Middle School li-
brary and STEM space. A state
carmark Rep. Jeff Roy helped
secure will help transform the
space into a Library and In-
novation Commons. An Inven-
tionland Education Innovation

Grant will support a learning
environment focused on creativ-
ity, innovation, makerspace ex-
periences, group collaboration,
and project-based learning.

Elizabeth Morrison, Director
of ELLA and Social Studies, and
Eric Stark, Director of STEM,
are commended for leadership
in the project.

Sat May 16, Soft Opening
of ‘Fakes and Forgeries’, runs
through Porchfest

Sun May 17 The Return

of Live Arts String Quartet
LASQ)

With masterworks by Franz
Joseph Haydn, Felix Mendels-

sohn, and Robert Schumann.
Visit wwwiliveartsstringquartet.
org/purchase-tickets-1.
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Carpenter Ants: A Serious
Threat to MetroWest Homes

left untreated. Said, Jim Maz-
zuchelli from WPC Pest and
Termite Control, Inc.,
Warning Signs Home-
owners Should Watch For
 Large black or reddish ants,
often active at night, inside
your home

spread and continue causing
damage. Effective carpenter ant
control requires professional ex-
perience, proper identification,
and targeted treatment.

At WPC Pest and Termite
Control, Inc., we understand the
specific pest pressures MetroW-
est homeowners face. Our expe-
rienced technicians use proven
methods to locate carpenter ant
nests, eliminate infestations at
the source, and help prevent fu-
ture problems.

If you suspect carpenter
ants—or want peace of mind
before damage worsens—
don’t wait.

Contact WPC Pest and Ter-
mite Gontrol, Inc. today for
a FREE professional carpen-
ter ant inspection and protect
your home from hidden struc-
tural damage. WPC Pest and
Termite Control, Inc. 508-366-
1820. Nobugsnopests.com

* Winged ants (swarmers) ap-
pearing indoors in spring

¢ Piles of sawdust like debris
near baseboards or windows

¢ Taint rustling sounds inside

walls

Ant trails from basements,
kitchens, or exterior siding

Jim Maxxuchelli, owner, .
WPC Pest and Termite Control

e These signs should never
be ignored—especially in
homes with moisture issues
or older construction.

Why DIY Treatments
Often Fail

Over the counter sprays and
baits may kill visible ants but
rarely address the nest hidden
deep within walls or structural
wood. In many cases, improper
treatment allows infestations to

In Massachusetts, homeown-
ers face unique pest challenges
due to our changing seasons and
moisture prone climate. While
many people dismiss ants as a
minor annoyance, carpenter
ants are one of the most de-
structive pests affecting homes in
the MetroWest Area.

We regularly see carpen-
ter ant infestations throughout
MetroWest—and the damage
they cause can be extensive if

Sponsored articles are submatted by our
advertisers. "I he advertiser is solely re-
sponstble for the content of this article.

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Upcoming Events

We are already planning
for our Celebrate with Pride
event in June! If you would
like to be an exhibitor, a
food booth, OR volunteer,
emalil franklincwp@gmail.
com.

- Bowling!
f\ Thursday,
~ __\ May7th,
”:\/ Y 6:30.8:30
‘*‘«-},( / p-m. at Pinz,
"3“ 110 South

L l Main St., Mil-
ford

PROTECT YOUR HOME NOW

Call WPC for Free Inspectlon & Outside Barrier

Join us as we go bowling!
There are limited spaces,
so RSVP at franklinlgbtqal-
liance@gmail.com. $15
includes shoes. Bring extra
money for food if wanted as
well as the arcade.

Celebrate with Pride

= l'
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CALLTHE
LOCAL GUYS
FIRST!

WPC Pest &
Termite Control

Call today

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

Don’t Tolerate

ELIMINATE! |
LI

Highlighted Franklin
Senior Center May

Programs

The Franklin Senior Center is
located at 10 Daniel McCahill
St., Franklin. Reach them at
(508) 520-4945.

There’s lots of fun and con-
tinued learning to be had at
Franklin Senior Center. Here

are a few highlights:
Tuesday, May 5

Senior Players Theater Per-

formance, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, May 6

Bluegrass & Country Jam
Circle, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 7

Franklin Police Department
Presentation, 1 p.m., learn
from detectives how to protect
yourself from common scams,
and explore local mental health
resources.

Friday, May 8

Senior Players Theater Per-
formance, 11 a.m.

Trances Perkins Comes to
Life! 1 p.m., Step back in time
as Historical Portrayals by Lady
J brings trailblazer I'rances Per-
kins to life. Discover the remark-
able story of the first female
U.S. Cabinet Secretary, her role
in shaping the New Deal, and

challenges she faced.
Tuesday, May 12

Tech Help, 9:30 a.m.
Lifeline Medical Alert, 10

a.m.
Wednesday, May 13

Mobile Food Pantry, 11 a.m.
Thursday, May 14

Money Matters Office Hours,

ool
- :.-..-Uo".‘.b

HOP. e
SR

o

1-3 p.m., with Greg Safford.
Four Hands, One Piano, 3
p-m., Pianists Dennis Ferguson

and Claudia Binns will play
classical single piano simultane-
ously!

Pizza & Movie Night, 4 p.m.,

Rental Family, $5
Friday, May 15

Franklin Garden Club Floral
Arranging Workshop, 1 p.m.,
supplies provided, space limited
Monday, May 18

Senior Olympics Opening
Ceremony! (events in bold)

Sarah’s opening remarks,
10:30 a.m.

The Flying Dogs perform,
11 am.

Chair Volleyball with
Franklin Police and Fire de-
partment on teams, 1 p.m.

Half-Mile Walk or Run,

11 a.m.
Hole in One Contest, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, May 20

Bocce Tournament, 9:30
a.m.

Men’s Cornhole, 12 p.m.

Women’s Cornhole, 1
p-m.

Memory Café, 1 p.m.
Thursday, May 21

Curling Competition, 11
a.m.

Pool Tournament, 1 p.m.
Painting with Amy, 1 p.m.

Stop by to find the
perfect Mother’s Day gift
to make her sparkle!

429 Pulaski Blvd. Bellingham MA 02019
508-876-0010 | www.piettejewelers.com

SENIOR CENTER
continued on page 25
BREVANI [/
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Solidifying Horace Mann'’s legacy

Horace Mann Legacy Subcommittee plans outreach, starting May 2nd

By JuprtH Dorato O’GARA

Members of the Horace
Mann Legacy Subcommittee
will join the Franklin Histori-
cal Museum on Saturday, May
2nd to celebrate Horace Mann’s
birthday. Member Dave Cal-
lahan explains the group hopes
to talk to community members
about a vision for a Horace
Mann campus on Oak Street,
tying together public-school fa-
cilities there.

According to the group’s
overview, “On August 26, 2025,
the Franklin School Committee
voted to establish the Horace
Mann Legacy Subcommit-
tee and to designate the Oak
Street and Panther Way school
grounds as the Horace Mann
Campus. This subcommittee
was created to guide the devel-
opment of initiatives that honor
the life, legacy, and enduring
influence of Horace Mann, a
TFranklin native and widely re-

garded as the Father of Public
Education.

The subcommittee serves
in an advisory capacity to the
Franklin School Committee. Its
role 1s to research, develop, vet,
and recommend initiatives that
honor Horace Mann’s legacy
while remaining aligned with
district priorities, governance
structures, and community con-
text. Final authority for approval
and implementation rests with
the Franklin School Commit-
tee.”

“As we were beginning this
process, we were in touch with
Franklin Historical Commission
and Museum and thought we
might be able to Horace Mann’s
birthday as a public kickoff,
to publicly announce some of
the ideas we have and to solicit
thoughts and ideas the commu-
nity may have, and certainly any
expertise they would be able to
contribute toward this project,”
says David Callaghan, member

of the Horace Mann Legacy
Subcommittee (HMLS). “We
will have representatives there
to talk about what we’re looking
to do, kind of give an elevator
pitch.”

Over the next 15+ months,
says Callaghan, the HMLS,
which 1s in the process of put-
ting a linked web page on the
Franklin Public Schools website,
will implement more public
outreach surveys. They’ll also
have a presence at the Franklin
Strawberry Stroll on Friday,
June 12th, from 4-8 p.m., as
well as at the Franklin Farmers
Market (which opens June 5th)
on Friday, August 21st from 2-6
p.m.

“We will try to honor Horace
Mann’s legacy with signage
and placards, so that when folks
come onto that school property,
they recognize they’re on the
Horace Mann Campus,” he
says.

On Friday May 8, the
Franklin Senior Center
will host“Meet the Un-
sung Heroine Behind
the New Deal” with a
historical performance
about Fraqc es Perkil

SENIOR CENTER
continued from page 24

Acoustic Jam Session, 5 p.m.

Friday, May 22
Puzzle Wars, 11:30 a.m.

Music Trivia, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 26
Axe-Throwing, 11 a.m.
Cribbage Tournament, 1

p-m.

Wednesday, May 27
Two-Mile Walking Relay

at Franklin High School

track, 9:30 a.m.

Field Goal Kick at Frank-
lin High School football

field, 10 a.m.

Scrabble Wars, 1 p.m.
Thursday, May 28

Noodle Hockey, 10:30 a.m.

Darts Contest, 12 p.m.

BFCCPS Kids Chotr, patri-
otic/Memorial Day themed, 1
p.m.

Kathy’s Art Class, 1 p.m., $3
Friday, May 29

Senior Olympics Closing
Ceremony
Medal ceremony, 11 a.m.
Lunch, 12 p.m.

C&C Ice Cream Truck, 12:30
p.m.

Franklin Library in atten-
dance with Adult Summer
Reading program

/==\l REAL ESTATE CORNER

Eileen Maso;\
508-330-4234)
emason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for
aggressive

representation and
Eileen came through

selling our home in
4 days, above asking
price. Couldn’t ask fora
better agent!”
~Paul L.

508

|
196 Grove Street, Franklin

CApril Showers Brought May Buyers!

Now is a GREAT time to sell!

$1.1mil | Franklin

18 Northern Spy Road

1801 Franklin Crossing Road
Franklin

] Franklin

Susan Morrison

100 Daniels Street

Eileen Mason

1 Norway Farms Drive
Norfolk

323 West Central Street

81 Edgewater Drive
_Framingham

Susan Morrison

Franklin

V‘/'est Centrc;l’Street Franklin, MA 02038
I520 9696 |

0 West Birch Road, Norfolk
$99,000 7

Susan Mrrison
617-686-8178
| susan.morrison1@comcast.net

“Susan was the
dear choice to help
us sell our home.
Her personality,
knowledge, foresight
and guiding touch
were everything we
could have expected
and received. ”
~ Paul S.

i

M’

Executlve Realt
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Jim Hanewich

NMLS #: 23315

Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com

www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICEO

Franklin PorchFest 2026 June 6th

Event still accepting bands and hosts

Get Ready .... Porchlest
2026 is Coming! The Town of
Franklin will be filled with music
as PorchFest returns on Sat-
urday, June 6. The event runs
from 12-6 p.m. with a rain date
of Sunday, June 7th.

Registration is now OPEN for
both bands and porches! Sign
up using the Band Signup or
Porch Signup tabs on our web-
site, https://franklin.porchfest.
info.

This years’ event is shaping

up to be our biggest
yet. Musicians and
bands of all genres
will be performing on
porches and patios
throughout Franklin’s
Cultural District.
This walkable event
1s also the perfect op-
portunity to check out our local
shops and restaurants. The
Town Common will feature
opening and closing ceremonies,
Food Trucks. and picnic tables.

Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer,
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next

door to Cafe Assisi!

ﬁ MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

Public bath-
rooms will
also be avail-
able.

Stay
tuned; we’ll
be posting
updates on
our website.
You can also follow us on Face-
book and Instagram. You'll find
all the information needed to
celebrate an amazing day of live
music in Franklin!

* Wk *
Newsweek

\_ TheMalds

HOUSE CLEANING |
BNk CUSTOMER SERVICE  /

W statistas /S

* Spring Clean
Maid LEasy

* % K Kk

Certain trademarks used under license from The Procter & Gamble Company or its affiliates.

Call The Maids® to book your

Ultimate Healthy Home Service for Spring!

508-533-5350 | TheMaidsMedway.com

When busy homes are filled with pets and kids, it's worth having a fast,
thorough team take care of everything. Whether you only want a few rooms
cleaned or the entire home, The Maids has different options to fit your budget.

w

Franklin’s Progress on Our
Green Energy Journey

By Marrisa Bovie, ENERGIZE-
FrRANKLIN TEAM

The Energize Iranklin team
1s excited to report the https://
energizefranklin.org website now
includes helpful tools, such as a
carbon calculator, a savings cal-
culator; and an exciting new tool
from Professor Zana Cranmer of
Bentley University, which looks
at Massachusetts’ and individual
municipalities’ progress toward
climate goals.

Did you know that, as of 2023,
Franklin has 710 solar projects?
That includes residential solar,
industrial, and community solar
projects. Twenty-four percent of
the solar capacity in Franklin is
community solar, and 19.6% is
residential, with 4.6% of Franklin
households sporting solar panels.
We may see even more household
solar represented in 2024 and
2025, when IRA tax deductions
were in effect.

Using the tracker, the Energize
Franklin team concluded that
overall emissions in Franklin have
decreased by 1% since 2020.
Though this may not seem like
much, it’s actually very impres-
sive, considering approximately
46% of our emissions come from
transportation, and most of us
were doing a lot less driving in
2020. More residents are opt-
ing for gas hybrid vehicles; as of
2026, 5.5% of Franklin passenger
vehicles are gas hybrid vehicles.

The Energize Franklin team
encourages you to visit www.En-
ergizelFranklin.org and check out
the tracker. Franklin may be just a
little above average (66th percen-
tile) in emissions per capita, but
we’re excited to see community
members doing their part to help
our planet. Every new solar array,
home heat pump conversion, or
new EV in the parking lot is an-
other piece of the puzzle.

New England
Steak & Seafood

Restaurant

Make Your Mother’s Day

Reservations NOW'!

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE ,

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m. /
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m. /
1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon - 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com
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The Best Time to Sell is Now!

Lorraine Kuney is Ready to
gpflmg into Action for You!

Franklin Colonial Bellingham Condo 12 Harborwood Drive 18 Palommo Drive

276 South St., Walpole 274 South St., Walpole

THIS |8 ¥ REMEMBER AND
MEMORIAL HONOR OUR
DAY FALLEN HEROES

Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938
lorramekuney@gmaﬂ com

Why tonaine?
30+ Yngin, Real Cstate, - 1000's of Trangactions
ficenged,in, 3 States. - ntegnity, Honesty & 1007 Tull Sewice

RE/MAX
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THE TODARO TEAM
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40 Kimberlee Ave. Franklin
For Sale

7 Dana Park, Hopedale 9 Reagan Ave. Franklin
Sold (Buyer) Sold

Lot B, Burnside Ave. Seekonk
Sold (Buyer)

41 Kimberlee Ave. Franklin
Under Contract

17 Forest Park Dr. Mendon 7 Pleasantview Rd. Natick 55 & 57 A St. Franklin
Under Contract Under Construction Under Construction

Tammy Todaro
508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com
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