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Early Support, Strong Readers

How The K-Z Reading Difficulties Screener Guides Student Success

During the screening process, students work with staff to identify letters, sounds, or words and may also read aloud or answer
questions about what they hear. Photo courtesy of San Juan Unified

San Juan Unified School
District News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Learning to read starts early, and so
does the support at San Juan Unified
School District.

This year, as part of a new state
requirement, San Juan Unified intro-
duced a reading difficulties screener
for students in kindergarten through
second grade.

Designed to identify early signs
of reading difficulties, including risk
factors for dyslexia, the screener
helps teachers better understand how
to support students' literacy. With

early support, students can build the
foundational skills that help them
work toward reading proficiency by
third grade.
A Closer Look At The

Reading Difficulties Screener

While the reading difficulties
screener is not a test that will affect the
student’s grades, determine reclassifi-
cation or provide placement for special
education services, it is a tool to sup-
port students and provide insight that
helps teachers respond to those needs
early.

During the screening process, stu-
dents work with staff to identify letters,
sounds, or words and may also read

aloud or answer questions about what
they hear.

Heather Brandt, a program special-
ist with San Juan Unified who supports
staff across the district with the reading
difficulties screener, said the results are
used to guide teaching.

“It does not necessarily mean that a
student has a learning disability or will
have difficulty reading in the future,”
said Brandt. “The things that happen
next are small group instruction or sup-
port in the classroom or maybe outside
of the classroom, to teach those skills.”

Once students complete the screener,
teachers use the results to guide their

Continued on page 4

From Classroom to Careers

Folsom Lake College, Sutter Health open hands-on healthcare training hub

T

Folsom Lake College, in partnership with Sutter Health, unveiled a new Instructional Healthcare Hub at its Rancho ordova

Center on April 29. Photo courtesy of Folsom Lake College

By Ornella Rossi

Wednesday April 29,

say is a direct response

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - A ribbon stretched

marked more than the
opening of a new facility
in Rancho Cordova, it sig-
naled what local leaders

to a growing healthcare
workforce shortage and
a new pathway for resi-

in-demand careers.
Folsom Lake College,

in partnership with Sutter

Health, unveiled a new

County

Selects
Inspector
General

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The Sacramento County
Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously to approve
a one-year agreement
appointing Eric Kane as
Inspector General, ensuring
continuity of independent
oversight of the Sheriff’s
Office while the County
evaluates long-term options
for the position. The con-
tract begins May 1 and
extends through April 30,
2027.

The Office of Inspector
General operates inde-
pendently from the Sheriff’s
Office and plays a critical
role in providing impartial
intake and review of com-
munity complaints.

The most recent
Inspector General, Kevin
Gardner, elected not to con-
tinue beyond the term of
his contract, which ended
March 31.

Kane brings more than
25 years of law enforce-
ment experience, with a
background in complex
investigations, personnel
management and program
development. He is cur-
rently serving as Associate
Director/Police Lieutenant
for the University of the
Pacific, where he over-
sees operations within
the Department of Public
Safety.

Prior to that role, Mr.
Kane spent the majority of
his career with the Stockton
Police Department, where
he began as a police offi-
cer in 1996 and rose
through the ranks to retire
as Deputy Chief in 2022.
Throughout his tenure, he
held several key assign-
ments directly relevant to
the responsibilities of the
Inspector General, includ-
ing: conducting internal
affairs investigations
into alleged misconduct,
leading officer-involved
critical incident investi-
gations in coordination
with external partners,
overseeing all criminal
investigations, including
those involving department
personnel, serving as liaison
to a Community Advisory
Board and participating in
national initiatives focused
on building community

across a set of glass doors

dents to step into stable, Continued on page 2 | trust and justice. *
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From Classroom to Careers

College officials said the hub is de5|gned to mirror real-world clinical environments and better prepare students for

immediate employment. Photo courtesy of Folsom Lake College

Continued from page 1
Instructional Healthcare Hub
at its Rancho Cordova Center,
backed by a $2.5 million invest-
ment aimed at expanding
hands-on training for students
entering allied health fields.

The upgraded facility, located
at 10259 Folsom Blvd., features
four modernized classrooms
equipped with advanced med-
ical technology, including
simulators, X-ray machines
and hospital beds. College offi-
cials said the hub is designed
to mirror real-world clinical
environments and better pre-
pare students for immediate
employment.

Programs supported at the
site include certified nursing
assistant, emergency medical
technician, medical laboratory
technician, radiology technician
and advanced imaging techni-
cian training.

“This really is a day of grat-
itude and appreciation, and
most importantly, to talk about
the transformation that happens
in this building,” said Folsom
Lake College President Dr. Art
Pimentel. “We had a conversa-
tion about a need, and this is a
real prime example of what we
can do when education partners
with industry.”

._L'] L
_I. -

2026

- Kurean Culture festival =
Lee Ha Jun Memorial Tribute 2026

Fundraising event for better and more community service
A Sppcial Day Where Traditon Meors

PRIZEDS AND GIFTS

MARKET PLACE

(MBIE2U-6F0T

BY may 20TH, 2026
SPACES ARE LIMITED.
CALL TO RESERVE EARLY

B SOLITH PORT DRVE, ©

K—=PERFORMANCE

TAEKWONDO DEMO
SAMUL NORI

LIVE BAND

FAN DANCE

K—POP COMPETITION

K-POP DANCE., K-POP MUSIC
' PLACE, 2"° PLACEM 3* PLACE

CALL FOR BOOTH SPACE-

=
n ©w) £ - lg .T.'. -
- . _— .
., NS ul W sl e
[¥] ALY DR SACRAMENTO VAL LEY KOREAN AMEFRCAN CORMMLBITY

TO, AT 1 L DTAD BAD-uA I, (RID BT -8R0
CAL IFDFRLA, WO -FROFIT DRGANTATION | FEDERAL TAX D mild- 00 Tr

[

The upgraded facility, located at 10259 Fom Blvd., features four

modernized classrooms equipped with advanced medical technology,
including simulators, X-ray machines and hospital beds. Photo by Omella Rossi

That need is substantial.
According to regional labor data
cited at the event, the Greater
Sacramento area sees roughly
7,560 annual job openings in
healthcare, while education
programs produce about 460
completions each year, leav-
ing a gap of more than 7,100
workers.

College and community lead-
ers said the new hub is intended
to help close that gap while
creating accessible career path-
ways for local residents.

“This is such an

SACRAMEWTO Valley

Mador it

‘_ﬁ

K—=FUN

GONGI NORL SQUID GAMES
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PHOTO TAKING, KOREAN FLAG
PAINTING AND MORE

MAY 30, 2026
@ 11MAM-5PM
k. (916) 627-6909
KP MARKET PARKING

This event |5 hosted by the Sacramento Lorean Association, co-omganized with €F intermational
Market, and sponsored by this City of Ranchy Cordgva

exciting example of the power
of partnership,” said Los Rios
Community College District
Chancellor Dr. Brian King.
“When we get a wonderful busi-
ness partner like Sutter, a city
that embraces the importance of
education like Rancho Cordova,
a school district committed to
preparing students to excel in
college, the result is what you
see today.”

King highlighted the
long-standing collaboration
between the college district,
Sutter Health and the city of
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For Sutter Health, the investment is part of a larger effort to address
workforce shortages while strengthening community health systems. Photo
courtesy of Folsom Lake College

Rancho Cordova, calling the
investment the largest sin-
gle donation of its kind for the
district.

Los Rios Board of Trustees
President Deborah Ortiz empha-
sized the broader regional
impact, particularly in building
a pipeline of skilled workers.

“This represents what is possi-
ble in our region when education
and industry come together with
a shared commitment,” Ortiz
said. “Programs like these allow
us to better prepare students for
high-wage, in-demand careers
and ensure access and availabil-
ity in a field that is going to be
more vital than ever.”

For Sutter Health, the invest-
ment is part of a larger effort
to address workforce shortages
while strengthening community
health systems.

“This is really more than just
a ribbon cutting,” said Rachel
McKinney, president of Sutter
Health’s Greater Sacramento
Division. “It is a literal opening
of doors for the many talented
students that will train here.”

McKinney said the facil-
ity will allow students to train
in environments that reflect the
realities of modern healthcare.

“Healthcare is complex. It’s
fast-paced and to be able to pro-
vide training in an environment
that simulates the real world is
really what every trained student
will need,” McKinney said.

Rancho Cordova Mayor

Garrett Gatewood framed the
project as a direct investment in
the city’s future.

“Today is not just a ribbon
cutting,” Gatewood said. “We
are opening the doors to oppor-
tunities, careers and a stronger
Rancho Cordova. Not everyone
follows the same path, but this
hub creates a real stable loca-
tion for well-paying jobs and
careers.”

Folsom Cordova Unified
School District Superintendent
Erik Swanson said the facil-
ity also strengthens connections
between K-12 education and
career opportunities.

“This is more than a new
facility. It’s about what becomes
possible because of it,” Swanson
said. “This healthcare hub today
opens that up for a lot more of
our graduates to have a plan to a
living-wage job here in the city
of Rancho Cordova.”

Swanson noted the hub will
support a seamless transition for
students from local high schools
into college programs and ulti-
mately into the workforce.

Officials across agencies
repeatedly pointed to collabora-
tion as the driving force behind
the project and as a model for
future efforts.

“The students who will
walk through these doors will
take a moment to reflect on
how their future was set by all
the individuals here today,”
said Gatewood. *

2026 Sacramento Valley
Korean Culture Festival

Honoring Our

Korean War Veterans

We warmly invite all Korean War veterans
and their families — especially those
whose names are honored at the
Maidu Korean War Memorial —

to join us at the

DELICIOUS HDREAN SNACKS
KOREAN FOOD AND MORE

2026 Sacramento Valley
Korean Culture Festival

Saturday, May 30, 2026 -11:00A.M.
KP International Market,
10971 Olson Drive,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

A Day of Appreciation & Celebration

« Special recognition for Korean War veterans
o Cultural performances and music
« Korean food, exhibits, and community booths

« Space for families to gather, remember,
and celebrate legacy

Your service and sacrifice are remembered.
Your presence is our honor.

For information or assistance, please contact:
koamsaccomunity@gmail.com ¢ 916-627-6909

3641 South Port Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826 (916) 3634414, (916) 627-6509
Califernia Non-Profit Organization ; Federal Tax [D 460909632
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ESKATON

GOLD RIVER

Trusted support at every
stage of the journey.

Living in a community creates routines that restore purpose.

At Eskaton Gold River, every living option From the nutritious meals to the

comes with the assurance of professional compassionate support and vibrant
support, along with a friendly community activities, you will see that our community
built around belonging. not only cares, but understands.

[ UPCOMING EVENTS

Dine & Discover: A Culinary Spotlight Event | Wednesday, June 3 at 4 p.m.
Prospective residents are invited for a complimentary taste of Eskaton Gold River’s
culinary experience.

Dementia Support Group | Second Tuesday of Each Month 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Our monthly group brings together individuals, caregivers and families to share
experiences and support one another through the journey.

Your Guide to Retirement Success: Educational Seminar | Thursday, June 25 at 4:30 p.m.
Learn practical tips on finances, estate planning and real estate from local experts.

RSVP to Attend! 916-562-1735 | eskaton.org/gr-events

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Pre-Memaory Care and Memory Care
11320 Coloma Road, Gold River, CA 95670 License #347001241 Equal Housing Oppartunity
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Mermaids Make a Splash

California Mermaid Convention Returns May 15-17

By Ornella Rossi

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) - A splash of
color, sequins and shimmering tails will
soon ripple through Rancho Cordova as
hundreds of “merfolk” from around the
world gather for a weekend that blends
fantasy with community and a message
that runs deeper than the surface.

The California Mermaid Convention
returns May 15-17 for its seventh annual
event, transforming the Hagan Community
Center and Cordova Community Pool into
a three-day celebration of performance,
creativity and hands-on experiences.

Organizers say the convention, held in
partnership with Visit Rancho Cordova, is
expected to draw more than 400 attendees,
including professional performers, hob-
byists and first-time participants traveling
from across the United States and as far as
Hawaii, Germany and Japan.

Recognized as the longest-running mer-
maid convention on the West Coast, the
event has grown from a small costume
parade into a large-scale production that
combines entertainment with education
and environmental awareness.

“The California Mermaid Convention
in Rancho Cordova is quintessentially
quirky, refreshingly inclusive, and dar-
ingly bold,” said Kristen Achziger,
director of marketing and communications
for Visit Rancho Cordova. “They push the
boundaries of the unexpected and novel
while still providing a relaxed and wel-
coming experience for all visitors.”

The weekend’s programming ranges
from public spectacles to interactive work-
shops, including swim sessions, costuming
classes, educational panels and live per-
formances. Environmental stewardship is
woven throughout, with an emphasis on
ocean and waterway conservation.

Festivities begin Friday, May 15, with
the Promenade of Mermaids from 5 to 7:30
p-m. along the Embarcadero Waterfront in
Old Sacramento, a free, all-ages event that
has become a regional tradition. The eve-
ning continues with a 21-and-over launch
party from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. at Dive Bar,
1016 K St., Sacramento.
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The Bubble Ball, one of the convention’s most anticipated events, will feature a jazz band, aerial performances and the crowning of the event’s

“Pearl.” Photo by Rick Sloan
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The weekend’s programming ranges from
public spectacles to interactive workshops,
including swim sessions, costuming classes,
educational panels and live performances.
Photo by Rick Sloan

Main convention programming takes
place Saturday, May 16, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Hagan Park Community Pool,
featuring hands-on activities and perfor-
mances for attendees of all ages. That
night, the Bubble Ball runs from 7:30
to 11:30 p.m. at the Hagan Community
Center, offering a ticketed, all-ages cos-
tume event with live entertainment and
immersive visuals.

The Bubble Ball, one of the
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May 15-17 for its seventh annual event,
transforming the Hagan Community Center
and Cordova Community Pool into a three-
day celebration. Phato by Rick Sloan

convention’s most anticipated events, will
feature a jazz band, aerial performances
and the crowning of the event’s “Pearl,”
recognizing a standout participant within
the community.

Activities resume Sunday, May 17, with
the main convention continuing from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the community pool. The
weekend concludes with the Grotto Swim
from 6 to 10 p.m. at a private location, a
16-and-over finale featuring a themed pool

experience and professional photography.

“The California Mermaid Convention is
truly a celebration of community, magic
and joy,” said Rachel Smith, one of the
event organizers. “We are a safe place
to be yourself, level up your underwater
skills and find new best friends.”

Smith said the event also reflects a
broader purpose beyond entertainment,
including community engagement and
environmental efforts such as river clean-
ups and conservation initiatives.

“We are proud to give back to the greater
Rancho Cordova and Sacramento com-
munity through ongoing river cleanups,
donations and water stewardship,” she
said. The world feels scary these days, and
building this magical underwater realm has
brought a lot of joy to so many people. We
are grateful to do it for another year.”

Local tourism officials say the conven-
tion continues to bring both cultural and
economic benefits to Rancho Cordova,
drawing visitors who support area hotels,
restaurants and businesses.

For more information on upcom-
ing events, including river cleanups and

future conventions, visit californiamer-
maidcon.com. *

Soroptimists Honor
Five Local Superheroes

Education and Training Awards for Women to five local women to support their pursuit of
higher education and improve their economic situation. Photo courtesy of Soroptimist International of
Rancho Cordova & Gold River

Soroptimist International
of Rancho Cordova & Gold River
News Release

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) - Soroptimist
International of Rancho Cordova & Gold
River is a global volunteer nonprofit that
provides women and girls with access
to education and training to achieve
economic empowerment. The organi-
zation awarded $3,500 in Live Your
Dream: Education and Training Awards
for Women to five local women to sup-
port their pursuit of higher education and
improve their economic situation.

The awards ceremony was held at
Cattlemen’s Restaurant on March 28. We
are confident that all our winners will
achieve their goals and dreams!

First-place winner Natalia is a mother
of four children aged 1 to 12 and has a
husband who recently started his own
business. She’s working on an associate’s
degree in nutrition at Sac City College and
will graduate in May 2027. Her goal is
to earn a bachelor’s degree in nutrition or
health science, become a certified nutri-
tionist and open a café that serves healthy,
homemade food.

Heather, another awardee, is a single
mom with two children aged 11 and 18
living in Rancho Cordova. She’s working
on a bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration at CSUS and will graduate in

2028. Her goal is to become the kind of
leader who inspires others to reach their
potential, who advocates for growth and
who builds a work environment where
everyone feels valued.

Another winner was Anna. She is
the caregiver to her parents and lives in
Rancho Cordova. Anna’s working on an
associate’s degree in pre-health at Folsom
Lake College and will graduate in 2028.
Her goal is to transfer to a 4-year college
to earn her BSN and then become an RN.

Olena, is a single mom of two children
ages 6 and 7 who escaped the bombings
in Ukraine and lives in the Lincoln Village
neighborhood. She’s working on an asso-
ciate’s degree in accounting from Folsom
Lake College and will graduate in 2029.
She looks forward to becoming a profes-
sional in the U.S.

The final winner, Aaliyah, is a single
mom of 2 young children aged 1 and 2
who lives in Rancho Cordova. She’s work-
ing on an associate’s degree in human
services from the American River College
and will graduate in 2027. Her goal is to
become a social worker, advocating for
those without a voice and supporting indi-
viduals who are often overlooked.

Rancho Cordova City Councilman, Joe
Little, donated $1000 on behalf of the
City of Rancho Cordova and Golden State
Water donated $500 towards our Live
Your Dream program. *

Early Support, Strong Readers

Designed to identify early signs of reading difficulties, including risk factors for dyslexia, the
screener helps teachers better understand how to support students' literacy. Photo courtesy

of San Juan Unified

Continued from page 1
lessons and decide if a student may need
additional support.

Families are also an important part of the
process. After the screener, a letter is sent
home in their home language with a sum-
mary of the results and suggestions to help
their child with reading.

Supporting Multilingual Students

The screener is also available in
Spanish for students who speak Spanish
as their first language. As students com-
plete the Spanish version of the reading
difficulties screener, they also must com-
plete the English version.

The results of both screeners help
teachers understand whether a student’s
reading challenges are related to learn-
ing English or may be a sign of a reading
difficulty.

For newcomer students who have been
enrolled in a school in the United States
for less than a year, the district uses a
different approach to ensure they are
supported appropriately.

“It consists of contacting families and
conducting a family interview that asks
about early language development,”
shared Amanda Sandberg, a multilingual
program specialist in San Juan Unified.
“These students would then take the

screener either later that year or the fol-
lowing year.”

Questions asked in the interview may
include family history of reading chal-
lenges or concerns about speech and
language, along with identifying the
age at which their child started speaking
their primary language

Similar to the English and Spanish
screener, the family interview will not
determine if a student will be reclassi-
fied, assigned a grade or be identified for
special education.

Working Together For Early
Learners

Beyond elevating student support, the
screener has also strengthened collabora-
tion among staff.

“It's been something that has created a
lot of opportunity for collaborative con-
versations between teachers and grade
levels,” said Sandberg. “It allows teams
and practitioners to come together to
have really productive and engaging
conversations around instruction and
how they can support their students.”

By identifying needs early and work-
ing together with educators and families
alike, the district aims to ensure every
student has the opportunity to become a
confident reader. *
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Office Tours and Election

Observation Available
~

Ballot Drop Box and Vote Center
Locations Posted

Sacramento County Voter
Registration and Elections Office
News Release

Primary Election will close on Monday,
May 18. Voter registration forms must
be postmarked by this date or deliv-

Observation is an important part of elections. The VRE invites Sacramento County residents to

observe these processes anytime they are running. Photo Designed by Magnific

Sacramento County Voter
Registration and Elections Office
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The
Department of Voter Registration and
Elections is preparing for the June 2, 2026,
Primary Election. For more information, visit:
elections.saccounty.gov/#gsc.tab=0.

For those interested in learning more about
how the complex processes of elections work,
tours and opportunities to observe are offered
by the Voter Registration and Elections office.

elections. The VRE invites Sacramento
County residents to observe these processes
anytime they are running. You do not need to
schedule an appointment for observation.

Those interested are encouraged to review
the Election Observer Guidelines Handbook
to learn what processes might be of interest to
you and to learn of your rights and responsi-
bilities as an election observer.

The handbook is available at: elec-
tions.saccounty.gov/content/dam/vre/
documents/ELECTION%200BSERVER %20
GUIDELINES%20HANDBOOK .pdf

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG)
- Voter Registration and
Elections (VRE) has
posted the list of
Ballot Drop Box
and Vote Center
locations for the
June 2, 2026,
Primary Election
on the VRE web-
site at elections.
saccounty.gov.

Vote by Mail bal-
lots will be mailed
to voters beginning
May 4. Ballot Drop
Boxes will begin
opening Monday,
May 4,

and Vote

Centers will begin
opening Saturday,
May 23 A complete

ered to the VRE Office at 7000 65th St.,

Suite A, Sacramento
95823 by 5:00 p.m.
Online voter reg-
istration must be
completed before

midnight on this
date at https://regis-

tertovote.ca.gov/.
Conditional Voter

Registration (CVR)
begins on Tuesday,
May 19.

Tuesday, May 26 is
the last day a Vote by
Mail (VBM) ballot can
be mailed to you. After
this date, VBM ballots are
only available at the VRE
Office or a Vote Center.

All Vote Centers will be
open throughout the County
on Saturday, May 30.

For more information, contact the Voter
Registration and Elections (VRE) office at
916-875-6451, email voterinfo@saccounty.
gov or use the toll-free voter assistance
hotline at 800-762-8019. The hotline has the
ability to connect voters with disabilities with
TTY (Text Telephone). *

Tours are available Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 11 am. and 2 p.m. Q&A
Session are offered those same days at 4 p.m.
No appointment is required for the Q&A.

Schedule your tour at: https://app.acuity-
scheduling.com/schedule/3ed1683e/

Observation is an important part of

For more information,
contact VRE at (916) 875-6451,
email voterinfo@saccounty.gov, or by
using the toll-free voter assistance hotline
at (800) 762-8019. The hotline has the
ability to connect voters with disabilities
with TTY (Text Telephone). *

list of Ballot Drop Box
and Vote Center locations
and days and hours of oper-
ation can be found at: https://
elections.saccounty.gov/votecenters/
pages/locations.aspx

Voter registration for the June 2, 2026

Accessing My Voter Portal (MVP)

CACRAMENTO

- COWUNTY
Home Contacl Us Infic

Welcome Sacramento County Voters

Select an option below.

View my County Voter
Information Guide in an
accessible format

CONTINUE

Download and Mark my
Remote Accessible Vote by
Mail Ballot (RAVEM)

CONTINUE

English Espafiol

Download and Mark my
Military or Overseas Ballot

CONTINUE

Sacramento County Voter Registration
and Elections Office News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - My Voter Portal (MVP)
is a dynamic online tool that allows voters to access their
voter registration history, view ballot status and voting
participation history. MVP also allows voters to view their
County Voter Information Guide, access accessible elec-
tion materials, find Vote Center and Official Ballot Drop
Box locations nearby, and much more during an election!
Voters can access the MVP site on any device that is able
to connect to the internet.

Check it out at: https://myvoterportal.saccounty.gov/
LookupVoter.

If you have questions or need help, contact VRE
at (916) 875-6451, email voterinfo@saccounty.gov,
or use the toll-free voter assistance hotline at (800)
762-8019. The hotline has the ability to connect voters with
disabilities with TTY (Text Telephone). *
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June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary Election

All voters will be mailed a ballot
Ballots will begin to arrive the week of May 4

You can return your ballot
By Mail
. At an Official Ballot Drop Box
. At a Vote Center (starting May 23)

You can find a full list of Official Ballot Drop
Box and Vote Center locations in your County
Voter Information Guide or online
at www.elections.saccounty.gov

Vote Early! Vote by Mail.

Vote Early and Vote by Mail

My Voter Portal (MVP)
. Check your registration status

- View your political party preference

- Update your language preference if other
than English

- Track your Vote by Mail status

- Access your Remote Accessible Vote by
Mail Ballot

. Locate Official Ballot Drop Boxes or Vote
Centers near you

- View your voting history

Scan the QR code or visit
myvoterportal.saccounty.gov

Visit www.elections.saccounty.gov or call toll-free (800) 762-8019
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Advertise in your local community newspaper

LOCCII Classifieds Call 916-773-1111

Hall Rentals

Event hall for rent. 2,800 sq.
ft. Coffee bar. Pleanty of park-
ing. Saturday and Sunday.
$500. 5809 Gibbons Dr.
(916) 470-7323. (TFN)

Help Wanted

'_I'-\-: I. o
International MarKeET
Many Positions
are Available.
Please no phone calls.
Apply in person.
10971 Olson Dr.,
Rancho Cordova,

CA 95670

Health/Wellness

XOSIALX — Get Social. Be
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is
redefining energy for every-
one. It provides an authentic,
jitter-free boost that appeals to

Job Opportunities Landscaping Landscaping

SK Hynix NAND Product
Solutions Corp DBA Solidigm
has an opening in Rancho
Cordova, CA for SSD FW Eng.
Collab w eng in dsgn, dev, &
utilization of systms SW. BS+4
OR MS+1 yr of exp rqd. Sal-
ary: $149,115-$178,690. Tele-
com may be permit. When
not telecom, must rprt to wrk-
ste. To apply email resume to
HRresumes@solidigm.com &
ref job#8842202 (5/8/26)

Job Opportunities

Architectural Design Special-
ist: Prep architectural draw-
ings for kitchen & bathroom
cabinetry; eval space, struc-
ture, & building systs; review
plans & adjust dsgns; dvip
specs for cabinetry & mat'ls;
coord w/ suppliers, manufac-
turers, & installers for prod'n
& installation. Req. Bachelor's
degree in Architecture or ritd
field. Salary: $77,834/yr. Send

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial
American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

Amencan Canstroction & Property
Maintemance Compamy

WE ACCEPT WISA & MASTER CARD

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUP
Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul

NEED: Landscaping bark?
Gutters cleaned?
Light fence work?
CALL 916/205-9310
‘5 or 916/627-9000f

Music Lessons

Guitar Lessons

Beginner to Advanced . $20/
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/31/2026)

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Elderly man looking for
furnished room to rent.

$600 - $800. Call Scott (916)
910-4796.

Tree Service

(TFN)

BP TREE
SERCES LLC.

TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE

10% OFF WITHTHIS AD
Insure. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-122-6321

BPTreeServices.com

SACRAMENTO

7 COUNTY?

Call to place your
legal advertising

916-173-1111

% )

MPG

All Legal Ads Published
by Messenger

NOTICE TO
READERS
California law requires
that contractors taking
jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or ma-
terials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also re-
quires that contractors
include their license
numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contrac-
tor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed per-
sons taking jobs that total
less than $500 must state
in their advertisements
that they are not licensed

by the  Contractors
State License Board.
DISCLAIMER

Be wary of out of area
companies. Check with
the local Better Business
Bureau before you send

both regular energy drink us-  resume to BNP Cabinet Outlet (91 E)E1 2 0775 ++ EREE ESTIMATES - VISA/ MASTER CARD Publishing Group any money for fees
ers, and those who may have - Inc. at 1329 Fee Dr, Sacra- L #817345 43 Years Experience | |Calfomia Contractors Lic #1036031 or services. Read and
avoided them #e ﬁaﬁl icial ) - (58/26) Lic#600068 916.920.0100 understand  any con-
ingredients or harsh effects. www.bernardinoroofing.com 9 tracts before you sign.
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander- GOTLOCALNEWS? | |, Gyerticing Works!| | Shop around for rates.

son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Buy & Shop Local! | MPG8.COM |

Call (916) 773 1111

Keep It Local!

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

TRENCHLESS
& PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric

AFFORDABLE

i

< ——.

Superior Landscape Services

Landscaping and Maintenance

Jose’s Landscape Maintenance

v General Lawn Service
v One Time Clean Ups
v Lawn Aerate
v Dethatch
v Sprinkler Repair

Call Jose at

line under your
existing driveway!

SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

* Sprinkler Repair/Install * Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming = Fertilizing

Insured
Licg# 794551

Please Call (916) 761-0999

Dave Cochran owner
dave SLS@surewest.net

N I Weirej#itlinithe]#2/husiness AeGcGc:: W

Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

CAPING

P i * Drought tolerant
4 M landscape

S *Ld * Low voltage lighting
=i * Garden renovations

GREENWAY TREE SERVICE

Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning,
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

" TRACTOR SERVICE )

* Mowing ¢ Rototilling

2 - Concrete and stone * Discing ¢ Scraper/Loader Free Estimates
i N . Consultations , Competative Prices
Celebrating 45 years gy available Call L

916.454.1300

www.SmootLandscaping.com ¢ Contractor License #633224

PALL AMERICAN PRO
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION

% FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED % VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS %
* GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE %

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS,
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

“<.  BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL.
iitumeo s GIVE US A CALL. | cstes 1osssss,
] = |

W 9]6-504-0]88 Licensed, Bonded

(916) 991-843 1
: Reading &
Reoset T Reee " Spetiing

W Specialist

FULL RANGE OF FLAT S
ROOFING SERVICES npA FLAT RODF

* New Construction ¢ Leak Repairs
* Waterproofing ¢ Top-Grade Materials
* Experienced ¢ Reliable * Honest Pricing
* Excellent Customer Service

Call Today!
(916) 267-5026

_rewiredtoread.com

916-664-6805

LeAn Splettstoesser AA, AS, M.A.
26 Years Experience

We take pride in completing
every project on time and
to the highest standards.

Lic. # 1153892

& Insured

- . . 4 MUR[ET A HD'eep Steam Carpet c'leaning
ﬁ. Qne;;&n :e‘._fau r:l ome.co »?: €1 Onental Rllg E_Gaugi., I CARPET & gl'lifr‘:."s’,“.,'n"féll’;i'.'n"g“
uality, Service and Craftsmanshi i : 1 -' = I R i 3 ¢ Sealing

Murleta B 7R 71 72
Carpet ¢ Tile * Grout * Natural Stone

RONNIE CRAVEA ‘
916-502-1531+ =N

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident g
Licensed € Insured X ; 1:.‘h

FOLLOW US

Call for a FREE Estimate Today!
for Local News and much more!

f B Jj | 1 John W Rouse I

Kitchen ¢ Bath ¢ Home

kitchens, baths, home renovations, interior home
remodeling, windows, doors, floors, cabinets, tile,
countertops, electrical, plumbing, finish carpentry

916.342.6596 ¢ johnflooring @aol.com

PARADISE
PONDS

Our family-owned company specializes in building water features
and koi ponds. Over 10 years of experience serving Northern
California homeowners. We also provide routine maintenance,
cleanings, repairs, and remodels. For more details, please visit
our website at www.ParadisePonds.net

Contact us for more information!

sy -' v ol g

e P e g 0 - B
Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

Pick-up & Delivery www.SHANEL.com

Since 1989

PROFESSIONAL PET WASTE REMOVAL SERVICE

vl
. Total clean

SCOOP TEAM

HOMNEST SERVICE. FAIR PRICING.
SPOTLESS RESULTS.

Messenger Publishing Group
® 916-250-2506 0Facebook: @MPG8dotcom

WWW. TOTALCLEANSCOOPTEAM.COM )

call or Text: (916) 399-3953 | email: info@paradiseponds.net
1875 Diesel Dr, Suite #8 Sacramento, CA, 95825

www.GoldRiverMessenger.com

Brighten a Senior’s Day

Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County
We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes,
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain
independence and dignity through improved nutrition.

i

MEALS =n WHEELS
SACRAMENTO COUNTY

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Gold River Messenger
() Facebook: @GRMMPGS8

For more information and to sign up,
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.
Be the reason someone smiles today.
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.
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POLICY

Popp lalk

With Mary Jane Popp

AW

AND

ETHICS
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Take Back Control
of Your Money

What if I told you that everyday habits
can drain your wealth? We worry about
big financial mistakes, but maybe it’s the
little things that really hit home. We are al-
ways on the lookout for how we spend our
hard-earned money. So I am always on the
lookout for experts for some sage advice.
Monique Gagne is one of those folks I
had on my POPPTALK Radio Show. She
is the founder of Love Money Academy
and best-selling author of “Who Took My
Money” and “Alex’s Dream with Mon-
ey.” Her journey has been anything but or-
dinary. She has worked alongside world re-
nowned leaders like Tony Robbins. Today,
she is on a mission to transform how people
relate to money, especially the next genera-
tion, by teaching that true wealth starts with
clarity, purpose, and a healthy relationship
with money. She wants to empower individ-
uals to move from stress and confusion to
freedom and fulfillment. She has developed
the successful class...”The Power of Finan-
cial Happiness.”

Monique has a core message. “You don’t
have to be bad to lose it. You just have to
stop paying attention. Money doesn’t van-
ish. It leaks through unnoticed habits and
emotional patterns. Once you see the leaks,
you can plug them, redirect your money to-
ward your dreams, and grow wealthy with
love.”

But what about all that emotional drive
to spend. She had some advice for that too.
“Money is never just about math. It’s about
meaning.” We were all taught emotional
lessons about money growing up like fear,
guilt, or scarcity. These beliefs shape our

adult choices. When you replace fear with
Love Money, that’s spending with purpose,
saving with joy, and sharing with gratitude,
you take back control. Here are her 7 Habits
that Quietly Steal Your Wealth and How
to Stop Them.

1. EMOTIONAL SPENDING. Buy-
ing to feel better instead of to live better.
Monique told me that even though we know
better, we still think we feel better.

2. SUBSCRIPTION CREEP. The $9.99
trap that quietly drains thousands. She told
me we tend to forget about these subscrip-
tions and not keep up with those few dollars
that go out every month.

3. LIFESTYLE INFLATION. Upgrad-
ing everything except your peace of mind.
Prices going up and we need balance.

4. DISORGANIZED FINANCES.
What you don’t track, you can’t improve.
We need to keep receipts.

5.DEBT “AS NORMAL.” Interest is the
true cost of procrastination. Monique says
debt taxes your future. Those minimum pay-
ments do add up if we don’t pay attention.

6. NO CLEAR PLAN. Without a pur-
pose, money wanders away. Gotta’ keep
track of where those bucks are going, and a
plan can give you a target.

7. NEGLECTING FUTURE YOU.
How many times have you put off looking
to the future. I think we all have at one time
or another.

Final thought from Monique Gagne.
“Once you heal your relationship with mon-
ey, your wealth begins to grow naturally,
and not just in your bank, but in your heart,
your health, and your time.” *

" BY JOSH FW. COOK

Commentary on Today'’s
Political News

14 years later, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger is back. Just as he said
he would be.

He was famous for his movie quote,
“I’1l be back.”

Well, he’s back. Former Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger & Lt. Gov
Abel Maldonado played a central role
in advancing California Proposition
14 in 2010. As governor at the time, he
strongly supported the shift to a “top-
two” open primary system as part of
his broader push for political reform in
California.

Schwarzenegger argued that allow-
ing all voters to participate in a single
primary would reduce partisan gridlock,
empower independent voters, and en-
courage more moderate candidates. Since
2010, all candidates, regardless of party
affiliation, can move on to the November
General Election ballot if they make the
“top two”, and voters may vote for any
candidate without party restrictions.

Pre-2010, each Party got its top dog
into the final fight, and only party mem-
bers could vote in their Primary Election.
It was meant to weaken the political par-
ties, and it has.

Last week, the two leading Republi-
cans, Steve Hilton and Sheriff Chad Bian-
co, and four Democrats, U.S. Rep. Katie
Porter, billionaire Tom Steyer, San Jose

Mayor Matt Mahan, and former Human
Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, did
the traditional televised candidate debate.
What the six candidates had to say on is-
sues was not really the topic that got the
most attention.

What dominated the messaging of the
day was the fact that if all of the Dem-
ocratic candidates stay in the race (they
only let the top four on stage) and split up
the vote, there's a 50/50 chance that the
two Republican candidates would garner
the top two spots, creating a situation in
which the incredibly democratic state of
California would end up electing a Re-
publican governor in 2026.

If the two Republicans split the 30% of
CA Republicans expected to vote 15 and
15, they could well get there. This is not
some sort of political fantasy; it is a real
possibility.

The Chairman of the Democratic Par-
ty, Rusty Hicks, holds a weekly press
conference, releasing polling results, ex-
plaining the problem, and trying to get
the candidates to understand that if some
of them don't drop out, none of them will
get a chance to move forward.

So far, only one, former State Con-
troller Betty Yee, has done the “right
thing” for the party. So maybe, like the
time-traveling half robot Schwarzeneg-
ger played in the movies, he will finally
“blow up all the boxes” 14 years after the
fact, which was his most famous quote
outside of his time in Hollywood. *

Go to Policy-Ethics.com

r

Tlecwtk A Veteran Today
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Instead of Raising Taxes,
Address Rampant Waste and Fraud

Califormia Leaders Should

Josh Hoover

By Assemblyman
Josh Hoover

I recently joined a
number of my colleagues
in calling for a spe-
cial legislative session
dedicated to address-
ing the rampant waste,
fraud and abuse of tax-
payer resources that has
become all too common
in our state government.
California families are
struggling with the

nation's highest cost of
living, crushing hous-
ing prices and exorbitant
taxes. They deserve to
know that their hard-
earned dollars are
being spent respon-
sibly and effectively.
Unfortunately, too often
that is not the case.

The examples of
mismanagement are
staggering. Our state
has spent $37 billion on
homelessness programs,
yet the homeless popu-
lation has increased by
36,000 individuals state-
wide since the spending
began in 2019. During
the pandemic, $32 bil-
lion in unemployment
insurance benefits were
lost to fraud, includ-
ing checks sent directly
to inmates in California
prisons. Taxpayers have
shelled out $1.1 billion

for a new building for
politicians, the Capitol
Annex Project, even as
project leaders sign non-
disclosure agreements
and refuse to share basic
cost data with the pub-
lic. And $450 million has
been poured into a “Next
Generation” 911 sys-
tem that state bureaucrats
now admit may never
even turn on.

Rather than addressing
these failures, the leg-
islative Supermajority
has moved in the oppo-
site direction by
reducing transparency
and accountability. Bills
like AB 1608 would halt
the release of documents
related to California’s
troubled High-Speed Rail
project. AB 1821 would
make it more expensive
for citizens to file Public
Records Act requests.

‘ /)

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Gold River Messenger is
amember of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the subject
field “Attention to Publisher”
Ifyou do not have email
access, please call us at

(916) 773-1111.

Gold River
Messenger

Serving Gold River and Sacramento County

Itis the intent of the Gold River Messengerto strive for an objective
point of view in the reporting of news and events. It is understood
that the opinions expressed on these pages are those of the

authors and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of the

publisher or our contributors.

The Gold River Messenger is not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the Gold River
Messenger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created
and/or composed by the Gold River Messenger is with the
publishing company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.

Gold River Messenger, 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA
95608. The Gold River Messengeris published monthly.
Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
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CIRCULATION

VERIFICATION
COUNCIHI

Finally, AB 2624 would
effectively criminalize
investigative journalism
by imposing fines on
independent reporters
who expose certain types
of government fraud.

To make matters worse,
after auditors uncovered
$267 million in Medi-Cal
fraud involving fake hos-
pice facilities billing the
state, the Supermajority’s
response has been to
propose yet another tax
increase on corporations
to cover rising health-
care costs. This approach
is tone deaf. The issue
isn’t a lack of revenue,
it’s a lack of willingness
to respect taxpayers and
root out waste, fraud,
and abuse. Instead, they
would rather increase
costs on businesses that
will ultimately be paid by
consumers and California

families.

We must demand bet-
ter. A special session
focused on waste, fraud,
and abuse would allow
for thorough investiga-
tions, public hearings,
and concrete reforms.
Californians have a right
to transparency in how
their money is spent. We
should be strengthen-
ing public records laws,
not weakening them.
We should be protect-
ing whistleblowers and
journalists who expose
wrongdoing, not punish-
ing them.

The people of
California work hard
and already pay some of
the highest taxes in the
nation. It is our duty as
leaders to ensure every
dollar is accounted for
and deliver results. Until
we address the systemic

Find out what’s happening
in your local area at...

GOLDRIVERMESSENGER.COM

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

waste and fraud plagu-
ing state government,
we have no business ask-
ing taxpayers for more.
Instead, Sacramento poli-
ticians should get serious
about getting their own
house in order.
Assemblyman Josh
Hoover represents the
7th Assembly District
in Sacramento County,
which includes the cit-
ies of Citrus Heights,
Folsom, and Rancho
Cordova and the
unincorporated commu-
nities of Carmichael, Fair
Oaks, Foothill Farms,
Gold River, Mather,
McClellan Park, North
Highlands, Orangevale,
and Rosemont. You can
follow him on X @joshua_
hoover or contact his
office at Assemblymember.
Hoover@assembly.
ca.gov. *
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Protect and Heal your whole family

with Affordable _ 3
N

Chiropractic Memberships

All-inclusive monthly memberships from $39-$69 per visit. CALL or TEXT us today!

NORTHRIDGE
—— DENTAL ——

AT Ay AMERICAN RIVER
y experienced practitioners
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL CHIROPRACTIC

$50 FIRST HOUR 2280 Vehicle Drive, Suite 110

« Improves mobility, maintains flexibility Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

* Family owned and operated

S ey 916-776-6362 DENTURETOIMPLANT |  FULLARCH BRIDGE

* Allinclusive - services and therapies americanriverchiropractic.com
* Relieves pain from head/back/neck/sciatica CALL or TEXT today! Removable TO IMPLANT
Fixed
TR YY

SINGLE IMPLANT ALL ONFOUR

Fixed Fixed

= ’ YEARS OF SERVILCE

Call today to schedule your

| | Free Consultation

with an Xray

LOCALLY OWN K
6600 Madison Ave Suite 4B,

- -Bikes!
Check Out Our Huge Selection Of E-Bikes! IMPLANT BRIDGE Cormichael, C4 95608

9920 FAIR OAKS BLVD. 378 NORTH SUNRISE AVE. STE 300 Fixed & 016) 3431157
FAIR OAKS, CA 95628 ROSEVILLE, CA 95661 @www.nrdd16.com

(916) 961 '6700 (Comer of Fair Oaks and Sunrise) (91 6) 784'2255 (Across from the Auto Mal) 91 6 9 1 1 9 7
P 4
lnternatmnal Ss0s0101i12

(f) bobscyclecenter.com
l l ETK ison m;:'m Avocado Enghsh Raml}aw Bellpepper ~ American

‘915 a'ﬁ'fnnn_{_-, 2lb Bag Cucumber 21b. Bag Cucumber

Sun-Th C l.I e h:rm ope m

S ]'l'1 "'u.[ II'1|||‘ﬁ,|,|'|f f0re ) |['] |I,,1|J []IT.:' . 53-69-'1139 $1 -69-'-3.1 . hag ?gclh
Yellow Onion  Young Coconut Persian Russet F'utatu
3Ib*Bag Easy Open Ect Cucumber -

NI I'|'I llhhhllvl

* Baataaly

@ + - +§ +@
SSU] S
@Fﬂr!! paoph 535‘5.&# ——?

anriample 295 m:l

A ﬁ

E'1 49!:'3\, 512 gg ibox ggglu ‘uag

AMERICAN/HISPANIC GROCERY

!r.EGs::r!rs nEﬁsﬁn REGS653 REGS510.99 REG 52488
W |25 a1 W%, - ST 1%5*14.93

'tﬁi i =

#- Gl it Ouo IISIE ERIENEES
FROZEN 2 FISH DEPT g a N
Smoked Oceankist ASIAN GROCERY

Salmon Fillet =7 " “ Frozen Smelt

) 21 REG.§248 L FEGHEB REGS248 REGS13 nsssm
N !ﬂ
REGSZE ms  Smelt_ S| REGST. EEIEA - $20 w$11 m]$0.ea it 538
F ( '
______ E’ i : n.'nll _1.1 sa?ﬂu‘n: mi;:.n

.....

REG. Iﬂ‘.‘H REG 51?_‘“ REG! I.!!! REGS! -1! REG 5:1 -1!

E1 0%
e e

s12 il $12|‘I’|:|l $11 11]

gturllfn.ms 3 Fraybe Freybe Freybe H Black Kassel
1”3 Ribs b Herb Salami Pepoer Salami * Parmesano Salami Mailander
“®-:. WEEKLY HALAL SPECIALS © - |

. 9 REG §$16. aafEA - s REG 112 WOK ZRN
4 EEVER BT L =]
127 [ [T
lea i ES S it
Chlcken calar o Dried A\ witEocin T'E‘J‘ﬂgéﬂ hE
My 99¢ L’am houl "'-".f'd ¢ Pollack &t ;'.. Pk | 4 Tem L3 T
Quarters b Ehup Bone-In 200 gr :

Rt Cordova ML W o et mghit b LIWTT QUAKTTTES. Mot reiganiuble bs
'V_',_ ._‘Rl- P I?i H s tq Hemms e SUH 1 J. MELABILITY Sy HO RAMNCHECES Adwprtand e good ot £0 labimationa’ Maris 4:-'.':'.:".".1.:..-'.-::.""-."..-"n'..'r:-c.\'.rl*rn;' AT QUANTITIES. Mae responndle for TYRPOGRAPLFCAL
mrsrirrcrr.’rm'u B.I'l'!i. . G FRCTOAME ERRCRS. &l osvertised Jiems ane SUBECT TO AYMLAEILITY. Sony N0 RANCHECK lﬂlﬂiﬁl’iﬂﬂf MAT 0 - Hl-'fﬂ‘ Mo

Chlcken -

4{% Iﬁ?.lgrturs 8 9|'|¢h

REG. $1EER'LE REG 16 5A0E REG. §14.50 LE

Salami




