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TICKETS TO SOUTHWICK’S ZOO
SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

85 Beaumont Drive
Northbridge, MA 01534

508-234-9771
www.adviniacare.com

Exceptional Care
Every Resident, Every Day

• Weekend & Shift Differentials
• Flexible schedules

• Tuition reimbursement
• Supportive, knowledgeable
   team environment
• Unlimited Employee
   referral bonus program
• Comprehensive benefits
   package including 401k
   match

Call Margaret to get your
Free Measurement

Free Design & Quote 
and ask how you can get
 FREE GRANITE!*

*Does not include install

833 Providence Rd. 
(Rte. 122)

Whitinsville, MA
508-372-9023

Exceptional Price & Great Quality at CABINETDEPOT.COM SHOWROOM OUTLET
Marscott.CabinetDepot@gmail.com

CABINET DEPOT®
Quality at Warehouse prices!

BeforeBefore

AfterAfter

Electrical Diagnostics Electrical Diagnostics 
   & Repair   & Repair
Plowing & Sanding Plowing & Sanding 
      RepairsRepairs
Engine/Transmission Engine/Transmission 
      ReplacementsReplacements
Classic Car ProjectsClassic Car Projects

290 Providence Rd. | S. Grafton, MA | 508-839-7071

Northbridge Town Meeting Set 
for May 5
School Budget Override Is a Key Issue
BY PATTY ROY

Voters will meet at Northbridge 
High School to consider a 
wide-ranging annual town 

meeting warrant that includes a 
proposed $57.29 million operat-
ing budget for fiscal year 2027, a 
potential school spending override, 
and a series of capital and commu-
nity investments.

The Annual Town Meeting war-
rant outlines 25 articles covering 
municipal operations, infrastruc-
ture, and long-term planning 
initiatives.

Budget and School Funding
At the center of the meeting is 

Article 3, which seeks approval of 
the town’s FY27 budget totaling 
$57,290,718 to fund general govern-
ment, public safety, public works, 
and other municipal services.

In a closely watched measure, 
Article 4 asks voters to approve an 
additional $3.39 million for the 
School Department. The funding is 
contingent on a successful Proposi-
tion 2½ override vote, allowing the 
town to exceed state tax levy limits 
to support education expenses. An 
override is a permanent increase 
in taxing authority. To pass, the 
measure must be approved by two 
thirds of the voters at the town 

meeting and by the same margin at 
the annual town election.

Infrastructure and Public Works
Several articles focus on infra-

structure improvements, including 
road repairs funded through state 
Chapter 90 aid and local borrowing 

300th Anniversary 
Celebration Set to 
Kick-off in Uxbridge
June 27 Bonfire Scheduled

The Uxbridge 300th 
committee is inviting 
the community to come 

together in celebration as its 
kicks off a year long lead-up 
to the town’s tricentennial 
with a grand bonfire on Fri-
day, June 27, the date of the 
town’s 299th birthday.

The celebration will take 
place from 4-10 p.m. at the 
Uxbridge Soccer fields off 
Sutton Street. It is being held 
in partnership with the Ux-
bridge Youth Soccer League, 
highlighting the strong spirit 
of collaboration and community 
pride that defines the town.

Committee members say the 
family-friendly evening will feature 
live music, food trucks and a vari-

ety of activities geared towards all 
ages. The evening will culminate 
in a bonfire, a nod to Uxbridge’s 
rich history and anticipation of the 
300th anniversary in 2027.

“This is a special moment for 
Uxbridge,” said Amanda Galle-
rani, chair of the Uxbridge 300th 
Committee. “We are so excited to 
celebrate alongside our families, 
friends and neighbors. This event 
is just the beginning of a year 
filled with opportunities to come 
together, reflect on our history and 
build lasting memories as a com-
munity.”

The June 27 bonfire marks 
the first of many events planned 
throughout the year. Upcoming 
highlights include a gold tourna-
ment at Blissful Meadows Golf 
Club and a “Legends & Lanterns” 
celebration in the fall for Hal-
loween. Additional events will be 
announced.

Residents are encouraged to fol-
low the 300th Committee on social 
media and visit its website for the 
latest updates and event details 
at www.uxbridge-ma.gov/300th-
anniversary-committee.

The community also welcomes 
involvement from town residents 
and is actively seeking volunteers, 
sponsors, and donations to sup-
port this milestone celebration. 
Anyone interested in helping out 
are welcome to reach out  for more 
information.
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Connections Physical Therapy is a family, locally owned and operated company with 19 clinics 
throughout Massachusetts and Rhode Island! Connections PT is committed to providing the highest 

quality of care for our patients in a one-on-one setting. We are thrilled to be joining the Uxbridge 
community this August. Call us now to set up an appointment!

Contact Us:
508-501-5008 
508-501-5009

Uxbridge@ConnectionsPT.com
Connectionspt.com

Services:
Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Neck and Back Pain Relief 
 Manual Therapy • Sports Injury Treatment

Vestibular Rehabilitation And More!

NOW OPEN!
CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT NOW!
40 Douglas St.

Uxbridge, MA 01569

• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend
• Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam • Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam 

• Compost loam / Compost• Compost loam / Compost

Propane Propane 
tanks filled heretanks filled here

 every day every day
508-476-1129

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pickup or Delivery • CALL FOR PRICING

169 Davis St. (Rte. 16), E. Douglas, MA  

RENTALSRENTALS

CHAMBERLAIN CONSTRUCTION

MULCH and MORE!

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

(Article 6). Sewer and water system 

investments also feature promi-
nently, with funding proposed for 
wastewater treatment upgrades, 
infiltration mitigation, and equip-
ment purchases.

A major allocation under Article 
16 would direct more than $1.1 
million toward addressing con-
taminated drinking water wells and 
securing alternative water sources, 

following identification by health 
and environmental officials.

Capital Projects and Facilities
Voters will also consider a $1.7 

million capital plan (Article 19) 
funded through free cash. Pro-
posed projects include emergency 
vehicle replacements, roadwork, 
police equipment upgrades, and 
school transportation vehicles.

Another significant request, 
Article 22, seeks $1.52 million in 
additional funding for the planned 
Senior Center/Community Center 
at the former Northbridge Elemen-
tary School site on Cross Street.

Building maintenance projects 
are included in Article 17, with 
funding earmarked for Town Hall 
repairs, school rooftop units, and 
recreational facility improvements.

Community Preservation and 
Recreation

Through the Community 
Preservation Fund, residents will 
weigh funding for local initiatives, 
including $294,000 for a Habitat 
for Humanity housing project 
and $375,000 for new playground 
equipment at the Cross Street Tot 
Lot.

Additional funds are proposed 
for historic preservation, open 
space, and community housing 
reserves.

Policy and Planning Articles
The warrant also includes several 

policy-related measures. Article 23 
would allow certain alcohol license 
conversions, while Article 25 pro-
poses a bylaw to study the feasibil-
ity of a municipally owned utility 
system. The study would examine 
electric and natural gas options but 
would not authorize implementa-
tion without further Town Meeting 
approval.

Other articles address revolving 
fund limits, financial agreements, 
and stabilization fund contribu-
tions.

Community Participation Encour-
aged

Registered voters are urged to 
attend, noting that decisions made 
at the meeting will shape North-
bridge’s financial and infrastructure 
priorities for the coming year.

The meeting will take place at 
Northbridge High School on Lin-
wood Avenue in Whitinsville.

Meeting House 
Ecumenical Service
The first ecumenical service of the 2026 season will be held Sunday, 

May 31 at 2 p.m. at the East Blackstone Quaker Meeting House, 129 
Elm Street, Blackstone. The association’s annual business meeting will 

take place immediately following.
Reverend Patricia Hatch will serve as guest pastor. Rev. Hatch serves 

as a community 
minister and is also 
an itinerant preacher. 
She has a Master of 
Divinity degree from 
Boston University 
and has served as 
a parish minister, a 
Minister of Christian 
Education and a 
hospice chaplain. She 
enjoys poetry, nature 
and inspiration of all 
kinds.

Music for the 
service will be under the direction of John Staples, organist and pianist at 
Mathewson Street United Methodist Church.

Three additional services will also be held this year: Sunday, September 
13; a Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 22; and the Association’s 
Candlelight Christmas Caroling Service on Friday December 18.
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TO REGISTER: Call 774-261-8160  
or email tgoulet@cruiseplanners.com  

or thansen@cruiseplanners.com

TNTGuysTravel.com  •  774-261-8160

BECAUSE SPACE IS LIMITED, PRE‑REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO GUARANTEE ENTRY.    *On select departures

YOU ARE INVITED!
Ted and Tom From Cruise Planners presents their  

Evening with Viking Cruises – an informational talk  
about river cruising and the Viking difference at sea!

$25  
Deposits*  

Free/Reduced  
Airfare*

Onboard 
Credits

Monday, June 1 
5:30 PM CHECK-IN | 6:00 PM PRESENTATION 

THE PARK VIEW ROOM
230 PARK AVE. WORCESTER, MA

This event is for new Viking guests. All promotions/specials will be extended to past Viking guests!

EVENT NIGHT OFFERS

CO M P L E T E  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  VA CAT I O N S

O F  WO R C E S T E R

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet

View our client 
testimonials and  
see what people  
are saying!

You will not want to miss  
this event as we will not have 

them back until next year!

Join us to learn all about 
the Viking difference!

Semi‑Annual Event with Viking
L A S T  T I M E  T H I S  Y E A R !

Uxbridge Sets FY2027 Budget Ahead of 
Annual Town Meeting
BY PATTY ROY

Residents will gather for the 
Annual Town Meeting at 
7 p.m. on May 12 at Valley 

Chapel, 14 Hunter Road, as town 
officials present a $65.6 million 
preliminary budget shaped by 
rising costs and cautious revenue 
planning.

Town leaders say the FY27 
proposal reflects a “level-service” 
approach—maintaining current 
services while managing significant 
financial pressures. The plan avoids 
using one-time revenues, aims to 
generate 2–3% in free cash, and 
steers clear of a structural deficit.

Rising Costs Drive Spending
Several major cost increases are 

influencing the budget:
•Employee benefits remain a key 

driver, with health insurance rising 
11.5% for active employees and 
12% for retirees. 

• Retirement assessments are 
up 9.5%, part of a state mandate to 
fully fund the system by 2034. 

• School-related expenses 
continue to climb, including a 31% 
increase in school choice assess-
ments and higher out-of-district 

special education costs. 
Overall, the proposed budget 

represents a 4.29% increase, or $2.7 
million, over the current fiscal year.

Education accounts for the larg-
est share of spending at roughly 
45%, followed by employee benefits 
at 19% and public safety at nearly 
12%.

Revenue Picture Remains Tight
Uxbridge continues to rely heav-

ily on property taxes, its largest 
revenue source. The tax levy is 
expected to rise by the allowable 
2.5% under Proposition 2½, along 
with an estimated $500,000 in new 
growth from development.

State aid is projected at $12.27 
million, a modest 1.57% increase. 
Officials note that Uxbridge 
remains a “minimum aid” commu-
nity, with funding increases failing 
to keep pace with inflation.

Local receipts, including motor 
vehicle excise taxes, permits, and 
fees, are expected to total $4.47 
million, reflecting a planned de-
crease tied to the creation of a new 
ambulance receipts reserve fund.

Financial Strategy and Stability
Town officials emphasize a 

conservative financial strategy. Free 

cash—generated from prior-year 
surpluses—will be reserved for 
one-time expenses and capital 
projects, rather than ongoing 
operations.

Current reserve levels remain 
strong, with stabilization funds 
exceeding recommended bench-
marks. Combined reserves are 
above 12% of the general fund, 
providing a cushion against future 

uncertainties.
Ongoing Pressures and Un-

knowns
Several challenges remain on the 

horizon:
• All municipal and school 

union contracts are set to expire, 
with negotiations ongoing. 

• Aging town and school build-
ings continue to require increased 
maintenance. 

• State mandates, particularly in 
special education, add costs with-
out corresponding funding. 

• Inflation continues to drive 
up fuel, materials, and service 
expenses. 

Officials also highlighted a 
growing gap between students 

FOPPEMA’S FARMFOPPEMA’S FARM“Family Owned & Operated “Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1983”Since 1983”

Flowers and Early Spring Crops
Herb and Vegetable Plants

1605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-67111605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-6711
www.foppemasfarm.comwww.foppemasfarm.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed SundaysHours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed Sundays
Massachusetts
grown... and fresher!TM

Also featuring: gifts from the garden, baked goods, ice cream, local honey, candy, frozen 
meat products, specialty gourmet foods and much more....

OPENING MAY 29th!! FULL LINE OF 
FRESH PRODUCE!

UXBRIDGE ATM
continued on page 5 
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65,000 homes and businesses each 
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the region.
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Charlton, Dudley, Webster 
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Douglas, Northbridge & Uxbridge
4th Friday: The YankeeXpress North: 
Auburn, Oxford
4th Friday: Blackstone Valley North: 
Grafton, Millbury & Sutton

Contact us:
Patty Roy, Editor: 
proy@theyankeexpress.com
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community events to 
news@theyankeexpress.com
To request advertising info, please 
email ads@theyankeexpress.com
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9 Industrial Road, Milford MA 01757 
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ENTER TO 
WIN TICKETS TO 

SOUTHWICK'S ZOO!
Find the Hidden Animals 
in This Month’s Editorial 
Pages! There are 10 ani-

mals scattered throughout 
this issue’s articles. Scan 
the QR code below and 

submit the list of animals 
you have found for your 
chance to win a Grand 

Prize of a Family 4-pack of 
general admission tickets 
to Southwick's Zoo during 
the 2026 season. Multiple 
runner-up 2-pack general 
admission tickets will be 
awarded. Submit by June 
12, 2026 to be included.

Deborah Wheelock DAR Chapter 
Students Honors
Last month, students and their 

families filled the historic 
Sime Wheelock House. Mem-

bers were present to recognize 

2026 Good citizens from local 
high schools and hear the win-
ning essays of students at Whitin 
Middle School.

Good Citizen chair Judy 
Thomas introduced the students 
chosen from the class of 2026. 
Nicky Ann Leske of Uxbridge 

High School, Julia Ferrasino from 
Nipmuc Regional High School 
and Julia St. Gelais from Black-
stone Millville Regional High.

In a tradition dating back to 
1934, just one graduating senior 
is elected as the class “Good 
Citizen” based on depend-

ability, service, leadership and 
patriotism. Each of the honored 
students talked about their plans 
for college and majors in inter-
national relations and nursing. 
They received a certificate, of-
ficial Gold Citizen pin to wear on 
their graduation gown and $1000 
award toward higher education 
expenses. 

American History chair Jane 
Keegan announced five Uxbridge 
7th graders in Kathleen O’Brien’s 
class entered the national DAR 
American History essay contest 
for grades 5-12.

Two winninf students were 
announced – Amyra Jalotra was 
first runner-up and a winner at 
chapter, state and Northeast Divi-
sion levels, as was Sri Gurram. 

Spectacular Spring art show winners announced
The Blackstone Valley Art 

Association is pleased to an-
nounce the winners of its an-

nual Spectacular Spring art show! 
These artworks can be seen at the 
Uxbridge Community Art Gallery 
through June 6, 2026

First Place – Dale Hoopingarner 
“Serenity” photography. Dale took 
this image with a flatbed scan-
ner. He carefully laid the flowers 
out on the scanner in an arranged 
composition. He had to think 
upside-down and backwards. Then 
he made the room pitch dark at 
night. The flowers were lit up by 
the scanner, while the background 
stayed black.

Second Place – Young Farwell 
“A Girl in a Traditional Korean 
Dress” oil painting. Young painted 
this image of her granddaughter, 
when her granddaughter turned 

one. A tradition in Korean culture 
is to have a special celebration 
when a child turns one.

Third Place – Cheri Holland 
“Submerged Tulips in Motion” 
photography. Cheri filled a fishtank 
full of water. She anchored the 
tulips down inside the fishtank, in 
the water. She carefully dropped 
drops of milk into the fishtank. She 
took photos as the milk swirled 
through the water.

Honorable Mention – Laura 
Cenedella “Golden Finch” acrylic 
painting. Laura ran a free work-
shop at Open Sky in Whitinsville 
on how to paint birds. This is one 
of the pieces she created to help 
participants learn how to make a 
bird painting.

Honorable Mention – Marcia 
Ciak “Flowers” watercolor with pen 
and ink painting. Marcia loves to 
gather fresh flowers and celebrate 
their beauty in paintings.

Honorable Mention – Dave 
Skillins “Douglas State Forest” cut 
paper. Dave cuts up tiny pieces 

of colored paper and carefully 
arranges beautiful artwork of local 
scenes.

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in this community art 
show! 

The BVAA Community Art 
Gallery is open nearly every 
Saturday from 10-3 as a drop-in 
art studio. Stop on by with your 
art supplies, or we’ll have supplies 
for you to borrow. You can enjoy 
the latest art show, chat, make art, 
and explore your creativity! Free! 
All are warmly encouraged to visit. 
Check BVAA.org to make sure 
the gallery will be open on a given 
Saturday, as we are all volunteers 
and sometimes we can’t make it 
in. Email info@bvaa.org for more 
information.

Dale Hoopingarner “Serenity”
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UniQue Checking.
Designed Around Your Life.

Our new UniQue Checking accounts make banking feel 
effortless. With two custom crafted accounts, you’re 

able to choose the benefits that fit your lifestyle. Prefer 
an enhanced experience? Step up to our UniQue Plus 
Checking for even more rewards, access, and value.

Select the checking account that fits 
your goals. Apply online or visit any 
branch to get started.

Experience a UniQue way to bank.

Member FDIC | NMLS #583135 | 800.578.4270
49 Church Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588

 

 Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too. 
The Lydia Taft House is professionally staffed and equipped to 
provide you with Exceptional Medical & Rehabilitation Therapy  

 between Hospital & Home. 

 

www.rehabassociates.com/lydiataft 

 Lydia Taft House  

Exceptional   Short-Term Rehab     Long Term Care 

60 Quaker Hwy (Rt 146 A)  Uxbridge, MA  

(508)278-9500 

Medicare/Medicaid  
        Certified 

leaving the district through school 
choice and those entering, further 
straining education finances.

What Residents Should Know

For the average homeowner, the 
impact of the budget is reflected 
in the property tax bill. Based on 
current estimates, a home valued at 
$537,392 would see approximately 
$6,814 annually, with the largest 
portion funding local schools.

Town leaders say the FY2027 

budget is designed to balance fiscal 
responsibility with maintaining 
essential services.

Residents will have the opportu-
nity to review and vote on the town 
meeting warrant at the May 12 
Town Meeting.

UXBRIDGE ATM
continued from page 3

A Career of Courage and Public Service 
Kevin Barry Inspires at Plummer Place

Members of the Dull Men’s 
Club gathered at Plum-
mer Place, home of the 

Northbridge Senior Center, for a 
memorable presentation by Kevin 
Barry, whose life story of cour-
age, discipline, and public service 
left a lasting impression on all in 
attendance.

Raised in Hopedale and a 
graduate of Hopedale High School 
and Worcester State Univer-
sity, Barry went on to serve in the 
United States Marine Corps before 
embarking on a distinguished 
career in law enforcement. He was 
selected for the Rhode Island State 
Police from a highly competitive 
pool of 4,300 applicants competing 
for just 34 positions, graduating 
from the academy in 1994.

Over the course of his career, 
Barry served in a variety of special-
ized roles, including narcotics, 
detective work, and as part of a 
high-level drug detection team 
targeting organized crime. Follow-

ing the events of 9/11, he contrib-
uted to federal efforts as a member 
of the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force and trained at the FBI Acad-
emy in Quantico. Reflecting on his 
years in uniform, Barry noted, “My 
career: the days were long, but the 
years were short.”

Barry also shared personal 
insights and candid observations, 
emphasizing the importance of 
discipline, teamwork, and integrity. 
He spoke about the rigor of state 
police training in New England, 
the realities of working in high-
pressure environments, and even 
the unique experience of working 
with a German Shepherd in the 
K-9 unit that required learning 
commands in German.  Now re-
tired from active law enforcement 
for five years, he has turned his 
focus to his own business, “Picked 
to Serve.”

A lively discussion followed the 
presentation, with many expressing 
appreciation for Barry’s willing-

ness to share some very candid and 
thoughtful moments of his career. 
Events like these continue to enrich 
the Northbridge Senior Center’s 
offerings, bringing meaningful ex-
periences and fostering community 
connection.

For more information about 
upcoming programs at Plum-
mer Place or the Dull Men’s Club, 
please contact Amy Cowen, pro-
gram and volunteer coordinator, at 
(508) 234-2002.

– Submitted by Amy Cowen
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Spring Up Your Space
Seasonal style starts here!
Budget Blinds of Blackstone Valley
Now Under New Ownership!

Allison LeMay
774.670.8161

alemay@budgetblinds.com
www.budgetblinds.com

Blinds • Shades • Shutters • Drapes • Home Automation

503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

•Subs •Wraps •Wings •Salads 
•Burgers •Kid’s Menu 
•Seafood •Whole Lot More

SPRING BASEBALL
WINGS SPECIAL!!

$$5 OFF5 OFF
SuicideSuicide
SqueezeSqueeze

$$7 OFF7 OFF
Yankee Yankee 
HaterHater

$$10 OFF10 OFF
Wild Wild 
PitchPitch

$$15 OFF15 OFF
The The 

CloserCloser
(Good(Good

 thru the  thru the 
World World 

Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!

Treasures for the Home, From the Heart
The Tole Booth

129 Main St./Rte. 122, Blackstone, MA • 508-876-8900129 Main St./Rte. 122, Blackstone, MA • 508-876-8900
Wed.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-4; Sun. 12-4Wed.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-4; Sun. 12-4

The shop is blooming 
with gifts and decor 
for your home and 
garden featuring...
Mother’s Day Gifts

Garden Flags & Birdhouses
Candles • Prints & Signs

Lanterns & Lamps
Curtains & Textiles

Handmade Creations by 
Local Artisans

Country • Primitive Decorative Decor
and a Whole Lot More!

CLOSED 
for Mother’s Day

A Guest Lecture at the Willard House & Clock Museum
“One for the Revolutionary Road: Taverns and Beer in the American Revolution” by Dr. Malcolm F. Purinton

On Saturday, May 9th at 2:00 
PM, the Willard House & 
Clock Museum invites the 

public to step back into the mea-
sured rhythms of the eighteenth 
century for an engaging lecture 
by Dr. Malcolm F. Purinton, 
exploring the vital role of taverns 
and beer in shaping Revolution-
ary America.

Titled “One for the Revolution-
ary Road: Taverns and Beer in 
the American Revolution,” the 

program offers a timely reflection 
on how everyday spaces—and 
the people who gathered within 
them—helped set the course 
of history. This program has 
been made possible through the 
generous support of the Gaudette 
Insurance Agency.

In an age before instant com-
munication, taverns functioned 
as the ticking heartbeats of their 
communities. Much like the 
cadence of a finely crafted clock, 

these gathering places kept time 
with the social, political, and eco-
nomic life of the colonies. Here, 
over mugs of beer and shared 
news, colonists debated ideas, 
organized resistance, and forged 
a collective identity that would 
ultimately drive the American 
Revolution forward.

The Earliest Version of Social 
Media Dr. Purinton will address 
how taverns served as essential 
hubs for civic life in both rural 
and urban settings. From post-
church conversations to town 
meetings and elections, these 
spaces bore witness to pivotal 
moments in American history. 
Decisions made around tavern 
tables reverberated far beyond 
their walls, influencing events as 
significant as protests and acts of 
defiance, including those leading 
up to the Boston Tea Party.

“Like a well-made clock, the 
Revolution didn’t happen all at 
once—it was built moment by 
moment,” said Dr. Purinton. 
“Taverns were where those mo-
ments accumulated— where 
ideas were tested, loyalties were 
debated, and, over a pint or two, a 
shared sense of purpose began to 
keep time across the colonies.”

A Runup to the Third Annual 
Grafton Beer Festival

This special lecture also serves 
as a celebratory precursor to the 
Third Annual Grafton Beer Fest 
hosted by Rushford & Sons Brew-

house, which will be held on the 
museum grounds on Saturday, 
May 16th, beginning at 2 p.m.

Seating for the lecture is 
limited, and advance reserva-
tions are strongly encouraged. 
To reserve your spot, please visit: 
https://willardhouse.org/events/
calendar/2026/5/9/one-for- the-
revolutionary-road-taverns-and-
beer-in-the-american-revolution

Dr. Malcolm F. Purinton is 
an Assistant Teaching Professor 
in the History Department at 
Northeastern University, where 
he teaches courses on World His-
tory, the British Empire, and the 
histories of Boston and colonial 
America, with a particular focus 
on beer history. He is the author 
of Globalization in a Glass: The 
Rise of Pilsner Beer through 
Technology, Taste, and Empire, 
which traces the global spread of 
one of the world’s mostpopular 
beer styles.

This lecture continues the 
Willard House & Clock Museum’s 
tradition of connecting horology 
with broader cultural and histori-
cal narratives, inviting visitors to 

consider how time -kept, marked, 
and experienced- shapes human 
events.

About Gaudette Insurance 
Agency

Gaudette Insurance Agency is a 
third-generation family business 
founded in Grafton in 1926. As 
an independent agent, they repre-
sent more than 20 different insur-
ance companies. Commitment 
to the community has always 
been at the forefront of Gaudette 
Insurance Agency. From local 
sponsorships to participating in 
events throughout the commu-
nity, Gaudette is proud to go the 
extra mile and contribute to the 
improvement of local civic life.

Learn more about Gaudette at 
gaudette-insurance.com

About Willard House and Clock 
Museum – Planning for The Next 
50 Years

Located at 11 Willard Street 
in North Grafton, MA, Wil-
lard House and Clock Museum 
exhibits more than 90 Willard 
clocks in the birthplace and 
original workshop of the Willard 
clockmakers, along with family 
portraits, furnishings and other 
family heirlooms.

The work of all three gen-
erations of Willard clockmakers, 
focusing on the famed brothers, 
Simon Willard and Aaron Wil-
lard are displayed. The Museum 
tour includes the original Willard 
House built in 1718, the original 
1766 clock-making workshop, 
and three modern galleries.

Willard is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
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MATTRESS SALE!

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

DELUXE AIR FRY RANGE - Reg. $699.99 ............................................... $749
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................ $299
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99....................................................... $799
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 ......... $1,399
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................. $189
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99.................................... $489.99
FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99 ................... $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99............................ $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99..................... $499.99
WHIRLPOOL SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. $1,499.99 ................................. $1,049.99

A/C’s

PRE-
SEASON

SAVINGS!

Great
Selection!

GAS GRILL
SALE!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

END OF 
THE YEAR

TV
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!

’

Which retirement plan is right for your business?

If  you’re a local business owner, 
a workplace retirement plan 
can be a powerful tool – helping 
you manage taxes, strengthen 
employee retention and build 
personal financial security. 
Many in your situation, how-
ever, assume retirement plans 
are complicated or only suitable 
for large companies. The reality 
is quite different. Today’s retire-
ment plan options encompass 

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Mark Freeman, CEPA

businesses of  every size, from 
solo entrepreneurs to compa-
nies with dozens of  employees.
The key is understanding which 
plans work best for different 
kinds of  businesses:
Self-employed individu-
als or businesses without 
employees. Three commonly 
used retirement plans: 
•	 Simplified employee 

pension (SEP) plans are 
relatively straightforward, 
low-maintenance, lower-
cost and flexible on how 
much you contribute each 
year. 

•	 Owner-only 401(k) plans 
are ideal if  you’re willing to 
accept additional cost and 
complexity in exchange for 
benefits like higher contri-
bution limits and borrow-
ing options. 

•	 Owner only defined benefit 
plans work best for owners 
with high, steady income 
who want to maximize 
their retirement contribu-
tions and guaranteed retire-
ment income. These plans 
come with required annual 

funding and greater admin-
istrative complexity.

Businesses with employ-
ees can also consider an SEP 
plan, although it only allows for 
employer contributions. Other 
plan options include:
•	 The SIMPLE IRA (savings 

incentive match plan for 
employees) can work well 
for companies with 100 or 
fewer employees seeking a 
low-maintenance option. 
Employer contributions are 
required, and it has lower 
contribution limits com-
pared to other plan types.

•	 Traditional 401(k) plans 
offer maximum flexibility 
by allowing both employee 
salary deferrals and em-
ployer contributions that 
can be adjusted based on 
business performance. 
These plans have added 
costs and administrative 
responsibilities.

•	 Safe harbor 401(k) plans 
are ideal if  you want to 
maximize your own retire-
ment contributions without 
complex testing require-

ments and you’re willing 
to make required employer 
contributions.

•	 A cash balance plan is 
often paired with another 
plan type, such as a 401(k), 
to allow greater retirement 
savings. It works well when 
you have a smaller com-
pany with high-earning 
employees and consistent 
cash flow, and you’re com-
fortable making required 
contributions.

Each plan type involves dif-
ferent eligibility requirements, 
establishment deadlines, con-
tribution limits, complexity and 
costs. In determining a work-
place retirement plan that’s 
right for your business, you’ll 
want to consider your number 
of  employees, desired con-
tribution levels, comfort with 
required employer contribu-
tions and willingness to handle 
administrative responsibilities. 
And, of  course, the goals for 
your business and your own re-
tirement are important criteria.
Fortunately, you don’t have to 
navigate this decision alone. A 

financial advisor can help you 
evaluate the trade-offs among 
different plan types and select 
the option that best fits your 
situation. They can explain how 
various plans work and guide 
you through the setup process.
Starting a workplace retirement 
plan is an investment in your 
future, your business and your 
employees. With professional 
guidance, you can find a plan 
that helps everyone build finan-
cial security while positioning 
your business for continued 
success.
Contact Mark today to discuss 
this topic or any of  your finan-
cial goals. 

Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  (508) 293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.
com

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor...

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.
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*DISCOUNTS ARE FOR AUTO DELIVERY WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY, ASK FOR DETAILS. 

Your Neighbors have Voted us GOLD MEDAL WINNERS 5 Years in a Row! 

800-649-5949  •  medwayoilpropane.com  •  info@medwayoilpropane.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

We Provide Support &
Discounts* for Veterans,

Military & First Responders
CONTACT US TODAY for more information

about our Award-winning Delivery & Service

Supporting the local communities
we serve as a charitable partner

PROUD WINNER IN THE PROPANE SERVICE & DELIVERY AND HOME HEATING SERVICE CATEGORIES 

Uxbridge Historical Society 
Events in May
On Sunday, May 17 from 10 a.m – 1 p.m. at the Cornet John Farnum House (c. 1710) several local gun col-

lectors will be on hand to display rare examples of the Bay State Arms shotguns and rifles. The Uxbridge 
Historical Society also holds one in its own collection which it will display for viewing. 

The Bay State Arms Company was originally founded in Worcester but had a presence in Uxbridge from 
1873 – 1874. After reorganization, in 1884, William Davenport and Joseph Day established operations on the 
Mumford River in the old Seth Read gristmill, built in 1777 and one of the town’s earliest industrial sites. 

The Society will also host a special Memorial Day Open House on Monday, May 25 from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Stop by the Farnum House to watch the Memorial Day Parade and enjoy complimentary coffee and donuts 
while visiting Uxbridge’s oldest home, recently renovated. Both events are free and open to the public.

Open Farm Day for 
Families at The 
Refuge at Lyric Farm

The Refuge at Lyric Farm will hold its inaugural Open Farm Day on 
Sunday, May 17 from 1 – 4 p.m., 130 Stanphyl Road, Uxbridge. Rain 
date is Sunday, May 31. Tickets are $5 and are available at lyricfarm.

com/events/open-farm-day/. Community members are encouraged to 
buy their tickets in advance.

The Refuge at Lyric Farm is a non-profit rescue farm offering lifelong 
sanctuary to special needs animals while creating meaningful, hands-on 
experiences for people of all ages. 

Guests will be able to meet animal residents up close, play lawn games, 
visit the bake sale, enjoy live musice and explore the grounds through a 
scavenger hunt.
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New England Stone Walls
BY THOMAS J. MCLAUGHLIN 

No matter where you go in the 
New England woods, you’re 
bound to come across the 

iconic 19th century stone wall. 
They can be seen everywhere, 
including on the Midstate Trail. 

It’s commonly believed that the 
early New England farmers made 
these walls as they uncovered frost 
heaving rocks while plowing their 
fields each spring, which surely 
happened. But as to why and when 
the walls were built, it depends on 
the wall and who you ask.

Robert Thorson, a landscape 
geologist at the University of Con-
necticut, the founder of The Stone 
Wall Initiative, and the author of 
Stone by Stone, shares this view, 
“The walls are simply a disposal 
pile.” But Tom Wessels, an ecologist 
and the author of Reading the For-
est Landscape, says that the earliest 
New England farmers fenced in 
their livestock with wooden split 
rail fences, which was much easier 
than lugging heavy stones up a hill 
to build a wall. Wessels believes 
that farmers would throw the rocks 
in a rock dump rather than putting 
time and effort into constructing 
an extensive network of walls. 

Nearly a quarter of a million 
miles of stone walls were con-
structed throughout our region 
according to Thorson. Wessels cal-
culates that central New England 
alone has 125,000 miles of stone 
walls, a length that could wrap 
around the equator five times or 
extend more than halfway to the 
moon. Wessels believes that most 
of these walls were built in thirty 
years and that if these walls were 
in the Mediterranean, rather than 
New England, they would be the 
eighth wonder of the world. 

Some walls are older than oth-
ers, depending on when the area 
was first settled. Walls were built 
between 1750 and 1850, when 
New England farms were in their 
heyday. But according to Wessels, 
most of the stone walls you see 
today in Central New England 
were built between 1810 and 1840, 
during a period known as “Sheep 
Fever.”

New England was about to 
experience the most profound 
change to the landscape since the 
Ice Age. It was an event that would 
see more than 80 percent of our 
forests cut down, hillsides eroded 
to bare rock, and natural habitats 
wiped out.

It was a shift from the 
small farm to larger com-
mercial farming. Between 

1810 and 1820 the 
number of textile 
meals in the 
region processing 

Merino wool multiplied threefold.
 It all began after France and 

Spain invaded Portugal in 1807, 
then Napoleon and his French 
army invaded Spain in 1808, top-
pling Spain’s King Ferdinand VII. 

A Bostonian financier, William 
Jarvis, was appointed by Thomas 
Jefferson to be the U.S. Consul to 
Portugal. During the chaos of Na-
poleon’s conquest of Spain, Jarvis 
seized the opportunity to obtain 
the previously restricted and much 
sought after Merino breed of sheep, 
known for its fine, soft wool. He 
imported 4,000 of them back to his 
farm in Weathersfield, Vermont.

Those 4,000 sheep eventually 
surpassed a million and a half in 

the next two decades. The boycott 
of British goods during the War 
of 1812 was an additional boon to 
New England’s farmers. Wessels 
believes that it was during this 
thirty-year period that most of 
New England’s stone walls were 
built to pen the Merino sheep.

But by 1840, as prices plummet-
ed, new markets opened, and land 
became available for farming in the 
west; New England’s sheep farms 
were being abandoned, and by 
1900 more than half of the cleared 
land was reforested once again. 
Today, these picturesque walls that 
once meandered through fields and 
pastures can be found throughout 
our forests.

Discover the difference of aDiscover the difference of a
True Dry Cleaner! True Dry Cleaner! 

Dry Cleaning   •   Wet Cleaning
Tailoring & Alterations

Laundry Service   •   Shoe Repair

Monday-Friday  8am-6pm  •  Saturday  8am-2pm

690 Church Street,  Whitinsville
508.372.9004

NOW ECO-Friendly Cleaning

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

508-832-5981

Celebrating 75 years in Business
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Family Owned and OperatedFamily Owned and Operated

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
BUDGET PLANS • HEAT PUMPS • ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT • OIL TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL 

(508) 234-7002   Northbridge, M A       (508) 234-5193
www.nydamoil.com

466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A Uxbridge, MA466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A Uxbridge, MA  

(508) 779-0901(508) 779-0901 • Tues.-Sat. 12-9pm • Tues.-Sat. 12-9pm

TUESDAYS
TRIVIA NIGHT

in the Lounge
Reservations

Recommended

WEDNESDAYS
WINE SPECIAL
Any Bottle of Wine

1/2  PRICE
with any entrée
(dine-in only)

QuakerQuaker
TavernTavern

THURSDAYS

BURGERS
& BEERS
(dine-in only)

Join us 
Wednesdays
 for MUSICAL 

BINGO!

PATIO
NOW 
OPEN!

Now ServingNow Serving
Breakfast and Brunch!Breakfast and Brunch!

Breakfast Hours: M-F | 8am - 11am
Brunch Hours: Sat. & Sun. | 9am - 2pm

1227 Providence Road, 1227 Providence Road, 
Northbridge, MA • 508-372-9030Northbridge, MA • 508-372-9030

$5 off 
Breakfast or Brunch 

with this coupon

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Fire Dept. • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Douglas and Uxbridge Earn Housing 
Choice Community Designation
Douglas and Uxbridge have 

been named among 29 
newly designated Housing 

Choice Communities, a recogni-
tion announced April 13 at Gill 
Town Hall by Kim Driscoll and 

Juana Matias.
Both towns earned the five-year 

designation under the Rural and 
Small Town category by meeting 
state housing production thresh-
olds over the past five years and 

implementing best practices in 
planning and zoning.

The designation provides Doug-
las and Uxbridge with exclusive 
eligibility to apply for the Housing 
Choice Grant Program through 
the Community One Stop for 
Growth. Communities also re-
ceive added priority and consider-
ation across nine additional state 
programs, potentially unlocking 
funding for infrastructure and 
development initiatives.

In past funding rounds, Hous-
ing Choice grants have supported 
a range of local projects, including 

wastewater and infrastruc-
ture improvements 
to enable new 
housing, upgrades 

to enhance public safety and ac-
cessibility, and the rehabilitation 
of underutilized properties.

The designation is part of the 
Commonwealth’s broader Hous-
ing Choice Initiative, which aims 

to encourage housing production 
through incentives, technical 
assistance, and policy reforms de-
signed to expand housing options 
statewide.

National Grid Assistance at 
the Uxbridge Senior Center

Life can be hard, but finding 
assistance shouldn’t be. The Ux-
bridge Senior Center is proud 

to present Connect to Caring with 
National Grid. Meet with Customer 
Advocates at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center, located at 36 South Main 
Street in Uxbridge, to help you with 
options to manage your energy bill 
and ways to save money. 

The Connect to Caring pro-
gram provides you with assistance 
programs and connects you with 
the resources your family needs, 
all under one roof, all in one day. 
National Grid Customer Advocates 
will be available to meet one on 
one on Wednesday, May 20 from 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. to discuss 
options to manage your energy 
bill and help you find assistance 

including Discount Rates, Pay-
ment Plans, Budget Plans and 
the Arrears Management Pro-
gram (AMP). No appointment is 
needed, please bring the follow-
ing when you visit: if you receive 
SNAP, MassHealth, SSI or WIC, 
please bring your benefit card and/
or program acceptance letter to en-
roll in the Discount Rate Program. 
Connect to Caring program is 
open to all interested individuals; 
you do not have to be a senior or 
Uxbridge resident.

Please join us on Wednesday, 
May 20 from 10:30 a.m.- 12:30 
p.m. at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center. Please call the senior 
center with any questions at 
508-278-8622 or email lbernard@
uxbridge-ma.gov.
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SINCE 1984

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

375 St. Paul Street, North Smithfield, RI.

CEDAR VINYL ALUMINUMCHAIN LINK

RI CONTRACTOR REG. #52016

CALL OR SCAN
TO BOOK YOUR
FREE ESTIMATE
4 0 1 - 2 7 1 - 4 6 1 0
nsfenceri.com

NOW SCHEDULING
FOR SPRING

INSTALLATIONS

  
 

  
 P

rimitive GoodsPr
imitive Goods19 Depot St. (Suite 4)19 Depot St. (Suite 4)

 Uxbridge, MA Uxbridge, MA
 (508) 779-0149 (508) 779-0149

email us on

WE’VE MOVED!!!WE’VE MOVED!!!
NOW OPEN AT OUR NEW LOCATIONNOW OPEN AT OUR NEW LOCATION

19 Depot St. (Suite 4)19 Depot St. (Suite 4)
(Above Sassy Foxx) Uxbridge(Above Sassy Foxx) Uxbridge

Hours: Thurs.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.Hours: Thurs.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

•Home & Garden • Antiques •Home & Garden • Antiques 
• Primitives & Country• Primitives & Country

      •Village Paint       •Village Paint 
•Handmades •Handmades 

•Candles•Candles  

We are 
Celebrating 

Our 
9th Year 

Anniversary

Mother’s Day
is just around

the corner

•Spring Clean-Ups   
•Back Hoe Service 
•Weekly Mowings

•Walls & Walkways
508-839-7354 

508-769-3273 cell
Jamey yaylaian

Douglas Public Library Schedule
The Simon Fairfield Public Li-

brary’s Upcoming Schedule. Please 
note that some events do require 
registration. If you have any ques-
tions regarding any events, please 
do not hesitate to contact the 
library at 508-476-2695 or email at 
us at douglas@cwmars.org.  

290 Main Street, Douglas
508-476-2695
Hours: Mon-Thu 9am-8pm; Sat 

9am-1pm

Please note that we will be 
closed on Monday, May 25th in 
observance of Memorial Day.

GENERAL EVENTS
Sat, 05/23 @ 9:00 - Memorial 

Day Book & Plant Sale

CHILDREN’S BOOK CLUBS
Wed, 05/13 @ 4:00 - Young 

Readers (Grades K-2), Lucy in the 

City by Julie Dillemuth
Wed, 05/20 @ 4:00 - Book Bunch 

(Grades 2-4), The Guardian Test by 
Christina Soontornvat

CHILDREN’S HAPPENINGS
Mon, 05/11, 05/18, 06/01 @ 

10:00 - Spring Storytime (Registra-
tion Required)

Thu, 05/14, 05/21, 05/28  @ 
10:00 - Spring Storytime (Registra-
tion Required)

Tue, 05/19, 06/02 @ 11:30 - Mu-
sic & Movement with Deb Hudgins

Tue, 05/19 @ 3:30 - Lego Club II 
(Registration Required)

Wed, 05/20 @ 5:45 - Reading to 
Bryce (Registration Required)

TEEN HAPPENINGS
Tue, 05/12, 05/26, 06/09 @ 4:00 - 

Dungeons & Dragons Club (Full)
Tue, 05/19, 06/02 @ 4:00 - Bat-

tletech Club

ADULT BOOK CLUBS
Tue, 05/12 @ 6:30 - Intrepid 

Readers, In the Distance by Her-
nan Diaz

Tue, 05/19 @ 6:30 - SciFi Book 
Club, The Galaxy, and the Ground 
Within by Becky Chambers

Mon, 05/27 @ 6:30 - Plot 
Twisters,Party of Liars by Kelsey 
Cox

Thu, 06/04 @ 6:30 - Greatest 
Book Club Ever, The Midnight 
Feast by Lucy Foley

ADULT HAPPENINGS
Mon, 05/11, 05/18, 06/01, 06/08 

@ 6:30 - Writers Accountability 
Group

Wed, 05/13, 06/03, 06/10 @ 
10:00 - Fiber Arts Friends

Wed, 05/13, 06/10 
@ 5:45 - Fiber Arts 
Friends at Night

Sat, 05/16 @ 
10:30 - SFPL 

Gardeners
Thu, 05/28 @ 6:00  - Cookbook 

Collective, Mediterranean Magic

Land Protection Session Planned 
for Douglas Property Owners
Douglas Open Space Com-

mittee is inviting local 
landowners to learn more 

about options for preserving their 
land at an upcoming informa-
tional session on Thursday, May 
14, at 7 p.m.

The event will be held at the 
Douglas Municipal Center in the 
Resource Room and will focus 
on strategies to protect fields and 
forests while maintaining flexibil-
ity for landowners’ future plans.

As part of the program, attend-
ees will view a land preservation 
webinar from MassWoods. Addi-

tional insight will be provided by 
Lisa Mosczynski, president of the 
regional Metacomet Land Trust, 
who will be on hand to answer 
questions and discuss local con-
servation opportunities.

Organizers say permanent land 
protection options can be tailored 
to individual property owners 
and may include benefits such as 
reduced or eliminated property 
taxes, estate planning advantages, 
and provisions like designated 
building envelopes for future gen-
erations. In addition to private 
benefits, land conservation helps 

safeguard watersheds, preserve 
wildlife habitats, and protect 
farmland through agricultural 
preservation restrictions.

Residents interested in at-
tending are encouraged to learn 
more by contacting openspace@
douglas-ma.gov.

Licensed Insured

FAHEY’S PAINTINGFAHEY’S PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Honest, Dependable Craftsmanship
Using Benjamin Moore Paints
Power Washing & Carpentry

John  508-933-9940 Justin 401-338-0895
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Speech Therapy For A Purpose

Virtual 
Speech 

Therapy 
For 

Adults 

Connecticut
and
Massachusetts
Residents
Only

www.secondchancespeech.com

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Happy
Mother’s 

Day

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE 
SLABS ON SITE

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

Give 
the Gift that 

Lasts

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding
• Seasoned Firewood

KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

CharronTreeService.com

Landscape & Masonry MaterialsLandscape & Masonry Materials
• Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone 
• Concrete & Mason Sand

• Compost • Grass Seed • Fire Pits 
• Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite 

• Flagstone • Cobblestone 
• Palletized Stone  • Chimney Supplies 

Concrete & Mortar Products 
• UniLock Pavers and Walls

2677 Broncos Highway, 2677 Broncos Highway, 
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)

401-766-7333401-766-7333
Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Delivery Available

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome!

Make Your Mother’s Day
Reservations NOW!

Route 16, Mendon, MA
508-473-5079 • 508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England New England 
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:
12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Uxbridge Free Public Library 
May Events Schedule
15 N Main St, Uxbridge
Phone: 508-278-8624

ONGOING PROGRAM.
Teen Book-in-a-Bag 

Available daily throughout the 
month (unless otherwise noted). 

SUNDAY, MAY 11
All Day – Teen Book-in-a-Bag 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – 

Friends Book Donation Drop-Off 
11:00 – 11:45 a.m. – Sound 

Mind, Sound Body (Register) 
4:45 – 5:15 p.m. – Blossoming 

Youth Yoga (Register) 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Friends Book 

Donation Drop-Off 
6:00 – 6:45 p.m. – Science with 

A.m.anda (Register) 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. – Knit N’ Stitch 

Circle 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Gentle Flow 

Yoga (Register) 

MONDAY, MAY 12
All Day – Teen Book-in-a-Bag 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – 
Friends Book Donation Drop-Off 

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Tod-
dler Tumble (Register) 

1:00 – 2:15 p.m. – Senior Center 
Book Club 

TUESDAY, MAY 13
All Day – Teen Book-in-a-Bag 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – 

Friends Book Donation Drop-Off 
11:00 – 11:30 a.m.. – Toddler 

Storytime (Register) 
3:30 – 5:00 p.m. – Book-A-

Librarian (3 sessions, Register) 
4:15 – 5:15 p.m. – Sand in a 

Bottle (Register) 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
All Day – Teen Book-in-a-Bag 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.– Friends 

Book 
Donation 
Drop-Off 
5:00 – 

7:00 p.m. 
– Friends Book 

Donation Drop-Off 

6:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Teen Boba Tea 
(Register) 

6:15 – 7:45 p.m. Cardmaking 
Workshop (Register) 

THURSDAY, MAY 15
Library Closed 
All Day – Teen Book-in-a-Bag 

FRIDAY, MAY 16
Until 5:00 p.m. – Teen Book-in-

a-Bag 
9:00 a.m.. – 1:00 p.m. – Spring 

Book, Bake & Plant Sale 

SATURDAY, MAY 17
Library Closed 

SUNDAY, MAY 18
11:00 – 11:30 A.M. – Baby Sto-

rytime (Register) 
4:45 – 5:15 PM – Blossoming 

Youth Yoga (Register) 
6:00 – 7:30 PM – Knit N’ Stitch 

Circle 
6:00 – 7:30 PM – Henna by Jen! 

(Register) 
6:30 – 7:30 PM – Bookies Book 

Club 
7:00 – 8:00 PM – Gentle Flow 

Yoga (Register) 

MONDAY, MAY 19
4:15 – 5:15 PM – Lego Challenge 

Build (Register) 

TUESDAY, MAY 20
11:00 – 11:30 A.M. – Toddler 

Storytime (Register) 

3:30 – 4:30 PM – Historical Fic-
tion Book Club 

4:15 – 5:00 PM – Seashell Paint-
ing (Register) 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
11:00 – 11:30 A.M. – Music & 

Movement (Register) 
6:00 – 8:00 PM – Virtual Fort-

nite Tourna.m.ent (Register) 
7:00 – 8:00 PM – Gentle Flow 

Yoga (Register) 

MONDAY, MAY 26
11:00 A.M. – 12:00 PM – Sen-

sory Play (Register) 

TUESDAY, MAY 27
11:00 A.M. – 1:00 PM – Pop-Up 

Library at Senior Center 
1:00 – 2:30 PM – Embroidery 

101 (Register) 
3:30 – 5:00 PM – Book-A-Li-

brarian (3 sessions, Register) 
4:15 – 5:00 PM – Birds on a 

Branch (Register) 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
11:00 – 11:30 A.M. – Music & 

Movement (Register) 
6:00 – 7:00 PM – Manga & An-

ime Club (Register) 
6:30 – 7:30 PM – Quaker Girl 

Takes Washington’s Center Stage: 
The Influence of Dolley Madison 
(Register) 

Contact Bill at  774-289-5564 or by email at 
bcronan@theyankeexpress.com to advertise today!
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Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

3 Boston Road (Heritage Plaza) Sutton, MA • (508) 865-6777 
Hrs.: Mon.-Sat. 5:30am-2pm; Sundays 6:30am to 2pm

  SCHULTZY’S PLACESCHULTZY’S PLACE

$$3300 00 OFFOFF
~ Spring Special ~~ Spring Special ~

a $20 
purchase
Mon.-Fri. 

ONLY
One per table, not to be combined. Exp. 4/30/26

Winner of Worcester’s 
Hot Dog Safari’s Golden Hot Dog!

Now featuring
Homemade 
Portuguese 

Chourico Hash 
and Corned Beef Hash S

Jeff Inman
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Handyman Services toHandyman Services to
Landscaping / Snow Plowing Landscaping / Snow Plowing 
New Construction & AdditionsNew Construction & Additions
Gravel Driveways, RemodelingGravel Driveways, Remodeling

DOUGLAS, MA
CSL #CSFA-106551 / HIC #198675

Licensed General Contractor • Fully Insured

(774) 772-9599
jeff@JBInmanConstruction.com

JBInmanConstruction.comJBInmanConstruction.com

& The John Henry Tavern& The John Henry Tavern

42 Magill Dr., Grafton  42 Magill Dr., Grafton  
(508) 839-1945 (508) 839-1945 

www.highfieldsgolfcc.comwww.highfieldsgolfcc.com
Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm 

Monday – SundayMonday – Sunday

•Outdoor dining on Patio •Outdoor dining on Patio 
  overlooking 18th Green  overlooking 18th Green
•Wedding & event seating  up to 200•Wedding & event seating  up to 200
 

Check out our Check out our 
recently renovated Ballroom recently renovated Ballroom 

Contact Tracy Hill at Contact Tracy Hill at 
(508) 839-1945 (508) 839-1945 

Ext. 222Ext. 222

Check us out on Check us out on Golf Course &Golf Course &
John Henry TavernJohn Henry Tavern

ARE OPEN!!ARE OPEN!!

Keep Us In Mind ForKeep Us In Mind For

MOTHER’S DAYMOTHER’S DAY

Etiquette Express: Making 
Everyday Interactions Better
Etiquette & Leadership Coach helping people show up with 
confidence, kindness, and credibility.
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE 

The small moments still mat-
ter.

As we welcome spring 
here in the Blackstone Valley, 
there’s a natural sense of renewal 
all around us. The days are a 
little brighter, neighbors are out 
walking again, and we begin to 
reconnect in ways that winter 
often puts on pause.

It’s a gentle reminder that we 
also have an opportunity to reset 
how we show up for one another.

In today’s world, we are more 
connected than ever -and yet, 
in many ways, more distracted. 
We move quickly. We respond 
in short messages. We check our 
phones in between conversations. 
None of it is intentional, and yet 
it can leave others feeling unseen 
or unheard.

Etiquette today isn’t about 
knowing every rule. It’s about 
awareness. It’s about how we 
show up in the small, everyday 
moments.

Holding the door. Looking up 
when someone is speaking. Tak-
ing a moment before responding. 
Following through when we say 
we will. These are simple things, 
but they carry meaning. They sig-
nal respect. They let others know 
they matter.

Maya Angelou once said that 
people may forget what you said 
or what you did, but they will 
never forget how you made them 
feel. That feels especially relevant 
right now.

Here in our community - 
whether at the market, a local 
event, or simply passing someone 
on the sidewalk - we have oppor-
tunities every day to make a posi-
tive impression. Not in a grand 
way, but in a genuine one.

We don’t need to be perfect. 
We just need to be present. 
Because how we show up in the 
smallest moments is what people 
remember most.

This spring let’s keep it simple. 
A kind word. A little patience. A 
thoughtful pause. Small remind-
ers that, together, make our 
community feel just a little more 
connected.

Q. Is it rude to check your 
phone during a conver-
sation?

A. It can be perceived that 
way. Even a quick glance 
can signal that your 

attention is elsewhere. When 
possible, give the person in front 
of you your full attention.  It’s 
one of the simplest ways to show 
respect.

Q. What if I’m busy and 
can’t respond to mes-
sages right away?

A. That’s completely un-
derstandable. A brief 
acknowledgment, “I 

received this and will follow up” 
goes a long way. It shows consid-
eration and keeps communica-
tion clear.

Q. How can I be more pres-
ent in everyday interac-
tions?

A. Start small. Make eye 
contact. Listen without 
interrupting. Pause be-

fore responding. Presence doesn’t 
require extra time, it simply 
requires intention.

ETIQUETTE TIP OF THE MONTH
Pause before you respond. A 

brief pause, whether in conversa-
tion, email, or text, allows you 
to respond with intention rather 
than reaction. It’s a simple habit 
that brings clarity, respect, and 
thoughtfulness into every inter-
action.

See you next month, and may 
we all spring forward with confi-
dence, kindness, and grace.

– Lee-Ann 

Have a situation you’d like help 
with? Write in or email (info@
investinuma.com) and your ques-
tion may be featured in a future 
column. Let’s build a kinder, 

more respectful world, one inter-
action at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is a certi-
fied etiquette and leadership coach 
who helps people show up with 
confidence, kindness, and credibil-
ity. At Invest in U (www.inve-
stinuma.com), she shares practical 
tools to make everyday moments 
more thoughtful and meaning-
ful—whether at work, at home, or 
right here in the community.
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Full Circle
T∙R∙E∙E C∙A∙R∙E

MA Certified Arborist

•Expert Pruning
•Planting/Fertilization
•Insect & Disease Control
•Tick & Mosquito Control

Nick Bristowe
774-280-2281774-280-2281

fullcircletree@yahoo.com

Since 1989

The Little Coffee BeanThe Little Coffee Bean
SPRING SPECIAL!!

113 Main St, 
Upton, MA

 (508) 529-2161

SOUP AND SOUP AND 
WHOLE SANDWICHWHOLE SANDWICH

Just Just $11.99$11.99
                 (with this coupon)                 (with this coupon)

Remember, 
Remember, GIFT CARDS 
GIFT CARDS Make Make Great Gifts!
Great Gifts!

Look for other 
Spring Specials throughout 

the coming months

 

Exceptional Outpatient Rehabilitation  

 www.rehabassociates.com/uxbridgeorthopedic 

*We’ve added New Therapists to our Team !! 
* Now Accepting New Patients 

   For Exceptional Outpatient Post-Surgical Rehabilitation Therapy.  

   (508) 278-7810 

            Located at  60 Quaker Hwy (RT 146A)  Uxbridge, MA  01569 

Summit Campus and QCC Announce 3-Week 
Summer College Readiness Program

Summit Campus and Quin-
sigamond Community 
College’s Student Accessibil-

ity Services today announced 
the Summer College Prep Program, 
a new collaborative summer pro-
gram designed to help rising high 
school juniors and seniors develop 
self-advocacy, strengthen academ-
ic skills and prepare for meaning-
ful post-secondary options.

The three-week summer self-
exploration and college readiness 
program will provide diverse 
learners with an immersive college 
experience on QCC’s campus that 
includes writing workshops and 
personal development sessions. 
The program also offers an option-
al dormitory living experience at 

Summit Campus, called Summit 
Summer Launch.

“I have always believed that 
students with learning differences 
need an experience to show them 
what they may not be able to envi-
sion on their own. This program 
can impact a student’s vision of 
their future immeasurably and 
create a pathway to higher educa-
tion that may not have seemed 
possible,” said Nikki Koppel, 
director of Summit Campus. “This 
partnership creates a supportive 
environment where students can 
grow academically and person-
ally while gaining real insight into 
college life.”

“Quinsigamond Community 
College is proud to partner with 

Summit Campus to support 
students in our community as 
they prepare for their educational 
futures,” said Kristen Proctor, 
director of Student Accessibility 
Services & Assistive Technology. 
“This program reflects our com-
mitment to expanding access to 
college readiness opportunities 
and helping students see them-
selves as future college scholars.”

All accepted students will 
attend sessions on study strate-
gies, time management, college 
expectations, self-care and stress 
management. The program will 
also offer a variety of social events 
and excursions.

Plummer Place Weekly Programs
Monday – Chair drumming 9 

a.m.; Scrabble (schedule varies) 
9:30 a.m.; Tai Chi 11 a.m. ; Crib-
bage League 12:30 p.m.; Mahjong 
12:30 p.m.; Aqua Exercise (Whitin 
Community Center) 1:15 p.m.; 
Grief Group (second Monday of 
the month) 1 p.m.

Tuesday – Dull Men’s Club 
(fourth Tuesday) 9:30 p.m.; Paint-

ing 10 a.m.; Mat Yoga 10 a.m.; 
Chair Yoga 11:15 a.m.; Pokeno 
12:30 p.m.; Bridge 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday – Brew Crew (first 
Wednesday) 9:30 a.m.; Low Impact 
Aerobics 10 a.m.; Blackstobe Valley 
Strummers 10 a.m.; Book Club 
(third Wednesday) 10:30 a.m.; 
Ukulele Class 2 p.m.; Tap Class 
2:30 p.m.

Thursday – Meditation 9:30 
a.m.; Women’s Collective (second 
Thursday); Chair Yoga 11:15 p.m.; 
Mahjong 12:30 p.m.; Writing Your 
Way (second and Fourth Thurs-
day) 2 p.m.

Friday – Stretch & Stengthen 9 
a.m. 
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

 Serving the Blackstone Valley and the Serving the Blackstone Valley and the
 Surrounding Towns in Worcester County Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster

For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$500500

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$525525
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$550550
Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs

Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

HappyHappy
Memorial DayMemorial Day

GREGORY’SGREGORY’S

303 Main Street, Douglas, MA303 Main Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-2552508-476-2552

restaurant &&  pizzaria ONLY
Location is 

Douglas, MA

  ORDER ONLINE 
at www.gregorys-restaurant.com 

or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

Uxbridge Senior Center – May 2026 Programs & Events
36 South Main Street, Uxbridge
508-278-8622

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH (MAY 
2026)

Theme: Champion Your Health
Focus on prevention, wellness, 

and active health management

SPECIAL EVENTS
Diabetes Health Luncheon
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Presenter: Hannaford Pharmacy
Details: Education on diabetes 

prevention and management
Note: RSVP required

GOLDEN GALA
Date: Friday, May 15, 2026
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Location: VFW Post 1385, 13 

Cross Road, Uxbridge
Cost: $5 (advance purchase 

only)
Meal Options: Chicken Parm or 

Porchetta
Entertainment: DJ Trish
Sponsor: Uxbridge Elderly Con-

nection

WALK & TALK PROGRAM
When: Mondays at 9:00 a.m.
Location: McCloskey School 

Parking Lot
Details:

Free walking group led by Well-
ness Coordinator Doreen Cedrone

Weather permitting
Registration and waiver required

HIGHLIGHTED DAILY & WEEKLY 
PROGRAMS

Mondays
Walk & Talk – 9:00 a.m.
Card Ga.m.es during lunch (no 

game May 25)
Tuesdays
Hannaford Shopping Shuttle – 

begins 8:30 a.m.
Knitting Club – 1:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
Community Shuttle – 9:00 

a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Lunch BINGO 
Canasta – 1:15 p.m.
Scrabble – 1:15 p.m.

ONGOING SERVICES
Medical Transportation (ap-

pointment required)
SHINE Health Insurance Coun-

seling
Veteran Services (by appoint-

ment)
Computer Tutoring (monthly)

Friday, May 8
12:00 P.M.. – Mother’s Day Cel-

ebration (Elvis Tribute)
Tuesday, May 12
12:00 p.m. – Diabetes Health 

Luncheon
1:00 p.m. – Book Club (“We All 

Live Here” by Jojo Moyes)
1:00 p.m. – Benefit Enrollment 

Appointments
7:00 p.m. – Spring Town Meet-

ing
Friday, May 15
11:00 a.m.– Golden Gala
Monday, May 18
1:30 a.m.– Ask the Attorney
Tuesday, May 19
9:00 a.m. – SHINE Appoint-

ments
Wednesday, May 20
10:30 a.m.– National Grid Cus-

tomer Care Event
Thursday, May 21
1:30 p.m. – Big BINGO
Monday, May 25
Closed – Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 26
11:00 a.m. – Blood Pressure 

Clinic
Wednesday, May 27
11:30 a.m. – Pop-Up Library
Thursday, May 28
1:30 p.m. – Movie: Viva Las 

Vegas
Friday, May 29
12:00 p.m. – Birthday Celebra-

tion

ADDITIONAL NOTES
Transportation requires 48-hour 

notice
Many programs require RSVP
Lunch reservations recommend-

ed for event days
Online & Social Links
Facebook: Uxbridge MA Senior 

Center
Website: uxbridge-ma.gov/coa
YouTube & Local TV available
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

Liberate Your Property!Liberate Your Property!
COMPLETE SOLUTIONS FOR PROPERTY CLEARING

Removal of brush, briars, brambles, vines, unwanted saplings,
dead trees, logs, stumps, overgrown weeds & grass!

•BRUSH CUTTING
•SHED SITE PADS & PREP
•BOBCAT / SKID STEER WORK
•FIELD MOWING

•STUMP GRINDING
•PROPERTY CLEARING
•BRUSH PILE / JUNK REMOVAL
•TRIAXLE DUMP TRUCK SERVICE

LACKEY DAM
PROPERTIES, INC.
DOUGLAS, MA

Call us at:  

(508) 958-7138

See Stores for Full Details

SEALCOATING & PAVING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Reuben Jenckes’s Black Horse Tavern Ghost
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

This is an old ghost story dat-
ing back a few centuries. It is 
typical of the romantic tales 

of haunted places that Rhode Is-
land has become famous for. This 
account has been told and retold 
in several antiquated tomes. A 
tavern called the Black Horse 
once stood in the middle of 
Scituate Village in Rhode Island. 
A man named Reuben Jenckes 

owned the establishment and 
was cordial to all who entered its 
door, whether it was food for the 
hungry, drink for the thirsty or 
lodging for the weary.

As the story goes, the ghost of 
a Narragansett Indian haunted 
the building out of embarrass-
ment for 
an event that took place many 
years before while he was alive 
and visiting the hostelry. Some 
claim he 

also haunted the Black Horse 
Tavern because he preferred the 
nearby Pine Tree Tavern in life 
and 
wanted the business to migrate 
there.

The ghost haunted the family 
in the form of strange dreams. He 
would be seen by various family 
members in their dreams, point-
ing to someplace on the property 
before slowly walking toward 
where he was pointing. The vi-

sion was often followed by some 
sort of horrific nightmare.

One of the main recipients of 
the ghostly dreams was Reuben 
Jenkes’s daughter, Lucy. He often 
appeared to her while she slept, 
pointing toward the carriage 
house. In her dream, she would 
be 
compelled to follow him, but he 
would either vanish before reach-
ing the destination of his quest, 
or she would suddenly wake up.

One night, she saw the man in 
her dreams, but this time, she did 
not wake up and could follow 
him as he moved toward the 
carriage house, with each turn, 
pointing the way. The ghost led 
Lucy 
Jenckes to a loft in the carriage 
house where a coffin lay in the 
rafters. The next day, Lucy ven-
tured 
into the loft where she spied the 
coffin she had been led to in her 
nightly vigil. She slowly ambled, 
towed the box, and opened it. In-
side she found a dressmaker’s doll 
with its hair cut off. That is when 
an old tale came to light.

It is rumored that the In-
dian tried to scalp the doll in a 
drunken state, thinking it was a 
rude person 
who would not return his conver-
sation. Thoroughly embarrassed 
by the act, the Narragansett chose 
to 
take his business down the road 
to the Pine Tree Tavern. The next 
night, the ghost requested that 
she 
remove the doll from the crime 

scene. She removed the doll, and 
the haunting supposedly ceased. 
Guests of the tavern still insisted 
the man was making his presence 
known, as many were jolted out 
of sound sleep in the night by 
frightening war cries. Some 
claimed to be pulled out of bed 
by the hair.

The tavern was used as a 
meeting house and local social 
place. The second floor held 
ample amounts of revelers until 
all hours of the night. There were 
other tavern owners, so the exact 
timeline of 
the haunting is unclear in records 
but is said to have taken place 
before the 19th century.

Deeds to such small towns 
with farming origins can become 
quite vague. What is clear is that 
licenses, which read for “Tavern, 
Ale, and Victualing House,” were 
handed out to early settlers like 
the Potters, Manchesters, Smiths, 
and Hopkins in the mid-18th 
century. Reuben Jenckes prob-
ably owned the Black Horse after 
1800.

The structure is no longer a 
tavern, and various owners have 
experienced some strange occur-
rences or nothing. Whether the 
ghost still wanders the confines 
of the structure is a matter of 
conjecture. The building has long 
been renovated and sits on the 
corner of Danielson Pike and 
Route 
116 (East Road)

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628
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SPORTS

A Look at Uxbridge Girls Tennis
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTSWRITER

Last year the Uxbridge girls 
tennis team went 10-8 during 
the regular season finding 

their way into the Division 4 State 
Tournament where they defeated 
Leicester in the first round. Un-
fortunately, the Spartans then had 
to head to Lynnfield to play the 
number one seed where they found 
themselves in a tough matchup and 
soon after taking to the court  their 
season was over. 

With a good amount of last 
year’s squad returning to the 
courts this spring Uxbridge finds 
themselves in a good situation to 
go deeper into the tournament 
this year. Although the team has 

one individual 
tennis player 
that jumps off 

the page, the 
Spartans, as a team 

are bound for good 
things this season.

“I knew we had a 
lot of returning players 
coming back this year 
and that they would be 
competitive,” Uxbridge 

Coach Carlos Melgar-Petrain said. 
“Those underclassmen were able to 
get the fundamentals down last yar 
and should be able to put them to 
good use this season.”

Uxbridge, like many teams and 
sports, changed divisions this year 
with the MIAA’s new alignment. 
Having played in the Southern 
Worcester County League (SWCL) 
in the past years Uxbridge sports 
was moved over to the Cen-
tral Massachusetts Conference 
(CMAC) this year, where Melgar-
Petrain believes that if his squad 
continues to win the games that 
they should while being competi-
tive in the rest they will be ok come 
the end of the season.

At the time of this writing, the 
Spartan girls found themselves sit-
ting in second place in the CMAC 
with an impressive 5-1 record. The 
major reason the Spartans are do-
ing so well is their two top doubles 
teams that are a combined 11-0. 

The first doubles team of senior 
Niamh McSweeney and junior 
Jordan Hilgenberg are 5-0 on the 
court. McSweeney, who is relatively 
new to the game of tennis brings a 
reserved feeling to the tennis court. 
Her partner, who like McSweeney, 

brings athletics and a willingness 
to learn to the game comple-
ments one another. According to 
the coach, Hilgenberg pumps up 
McSweeney and McSweeney calms 
Hilgenberg down when she is too 
hyped up.

The sophomore tandem of Avery 
Woods and Zooey Pominville 
currently have posted a 6-0 record 
at the second doubles position. 
Both are athletes that participate 
in other sports as well as tennis. 
Woods plays on the field hockey 
team while Pominville is a basket-

ball player, but both are athletic 
and very much sports oriented. In 
the past the duo has seen the oc-
casional playing time on the singles 
circuit, but this year they are true 
doubles team.

players that bring an athletic 
mindset to the game. Off the court 
the two are good friends, but on 
the court they are showing it to the 
rest of the league that they are a 
force to be reckoned with.

While the doubles squads are 
leading the team, the singles play-
ers are all holding their own, help-

ing the Spartans to where they are 
today. Senior Erin Roche, a second 
team SWCL All-Star last year, is 
playing int eh top singles position. 
She took over the position late in 
he season last year and through the 
early part of this season has put 
together a 2-3 record. 

“Erin was our second singles last 
year but was itching to get into that 
number one position,” the coach 
said. “She challenged the then 
number one player and took over 
that spot. This year she has been 
better with her mindset on the 
court, while as a captain has been a 
leader off the court.”

Right behind Roche is second 
singles player Sophia Simpson. 
The junior plays the sport more 
religiously throughout the year 
than most of her teammates and 
was named to the SWCL All-Star 
team last year as a doubles player. 
Prior to this season Simpson found 
herself on one of the last courts 
playing with a partner where, as a 
freshman, she made it to the finals 
ending as runners-up;  last year 

For tickets and more information,
visit www.IndianRanch.com

LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MALIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 

TICKETS ARE
ON SALE

NOW!

JUNE 21 • 1PM

JULY 19 • 1PM

AUGUST 15 • 1PM

JUNE 7 • 1PM

JUNE 27 • 1PM

JULY 25 • 1PM

AUGUST 23 • 1PM

JUNE 12 • 7PM

JUNE 28 • 1PM

JULY 26 • 1PM

AUGUST 29 • 7:30PM

JUNE 13 • 1PM

JULY 12 • 1PM

JULY 30 • 7PM

AUGUST 30 • 1PM

JUNE 19 • 7PM

JULY 16 • 7PM

AUGUST 1 • 12PM

SEPTEMBER 6 • 12PM

JUNE 20 • 12PM

JULY 17 • 7PM

AUGUST 14 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 13 • 12PM

BEAUTIFUL LOSERS: TRIBUTE TO BOB SEGER
HEARTLESS: HEART TRIBUTE

WHAMMER JAMMER: TRIBUTE TO THE J. GEILS BAND
ALL SQUIER: ALL SINNERS PERFORMS BILLY SQUIER

EXPERIENCE QUEEN
A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF QUEEN

SCHISM (TOOL TRIBUTE)
ROTTEN APPLE (ALICE IN CHAINS TRIBUTE)

LOUNGE FLY (STONE TEMPLE PILOTS TRIBUTE)

DROWN (SMASHING PUMPKINS TRIBUTE)

OZZMOSIS
VAN HAGAR (VAN HALEN TRIBUTE) 

CRÜECIFIED (MOTLËY CRÜE TRIBUTE)

SHOT OF POISON (POISON TRIBUTE)

THE PRIEST (JUDAS PRIEST TRIBUTE)

(OZZY OSBOURNE TRIBUTE)

SPORTS
continued on page 19 
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 19 

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House Laboratory, Digital 
Radiography, Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists Available for Consultation.
Specialty Services available as well as night and weekend appointments.

Luke, and the Shape of Everyday Love

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Dog people share an 
unspoken under-
standing. The early 

mornings, the muddy 
floors, the constant 
responsibility - none of it 
feels like a burden once 
you’ve known the joy. We 
scroll through endless 
photos not out of bore-
dom, but because each 
one captures a personality 
we feel lucky to witness. 
To those outside this quiet 
club, the devotion can 
seem excessive—confus-
ing, even. Why invest 
so much emotion in an 
animal?

What binds us isn’t just 
affection. It’s the depth of 
connection. Living with 

a dog means sharing routines, 
space, and a steady companion-
ship that gradually weaves itself 
into the structure of daily life. 
Over time, their presence stops 
feeling separate and starts to feel 
essential.

That depth of connection 

makes the absence disorienting. 
Not greater than other losses, but 
different - like something foun-
dational has shifted. The grief 
reflects the bond. And the bond 
is worth understanding.

Living with Luke has given me 
a few answers.

Unconditional Love
The only thing I must 

prove to Luke is that I’m 
alive, present, and walking 
through the door. He isn’t 
concerned with my ac-
complishments or failures. 
If anything, he seems to 
prefer me undone - no 
makeup, salt on my skin 
after long days teaching 
cardio dance classes.

Nothing compares to 
the greeting I receive 
when I come home.

Mom! You’re back!
I collapse to the floor as 

Luke spirals around me in 
joy, performing what I’ve 
come to call “The Happy 
Dance.” His excitement 
is so pure it feels medici-

nal, dissolving the weight of an 
eight-class week. I laugh despite 
myself. Sometimes he laps at my 
ears until the tickling becomes 
unbearable, and my laughter 
only encourages him further. We 
meet each other there—in a mo-
ment that asks nothing and gives 
everything.

Happy Habits
Luke also reminds me, quietly 

and persistently, how to live well.
He seeks sunlight. He wants 

to be outside - walking, wander-

ing, simply existing in the day. 
Thunderstorms aside, he doesn’t 
waste energy on what he can’t 
control. He doesn’t hold grudges. 
He gravitates toward warmth 
- toward people, toward connec-
tion.

He has his own sense of duty, 
too. Ever watchful, he monitors 
the neighborhood with the seri-
ousness of a seasoned guard.

Woo woo woo! Mom, I’m not 
trying to alarm you, but that van 
driver is definitely looney.

His instincts may be exagger-
ated, but his intention is not. He 
cares about his surroundings. He 
participates in life fully.

Quirky Routines
Dogs are masters of presence. 

They show up the same way every 
day—fully, faithfully, without 
hesitation.

Luke, one fine example, ap-
pears in the laundry room, nose 
first.

Hi Mom. You missed some-
thing.

Before I can intervene, he’s 
trotting proudly through the 
kitchen, a pair of underwear 
dangling from his mouth like a 
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Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. 
Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or 
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.  

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering personalized guidance 
and making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a 

lot more approachable. From your first home to your forever home – we’re 
here to help.

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 
www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com or 
scan the QR code to connect with one of 
our trusted lenders today.

Hours: Mon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pmHours: Mon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pm
Fri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pmFri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm onlySat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com

Lodging ~ Daycare 
Grooming
Training  

Pet Supplies

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140), 
Grafton, Ma 01519

Phone: 508-839-1757       
Fax: 508-839-1736

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

NOW OFFERING HOUSE CALLS
Webster Lake Veterinary Hospital delivers high-quality veterinary 
    care with a warm, family-like touch. As a privately owned, 
         well-established small animal hospital, we focus 
              on preventative medicine, client education, 
                    and personalized treatment plans for 
                          every stage of your pet’s life.

SERVICES:
 Wellness Care and Immunizations
 Dental Care
 Surgery
 Radiology / Ultrasound
 Hospice & Euthanasia

Mention this ad and new clients will receive $10 off

they were eliminated in the Quar-
ter Finals. She has had no issue 
whatsoever moving from playing 
with a partner to being on her own 
this year and has put together s 3-3 
record so far.

Rounding out the starters is 
senior Sophia Freire playing third 
singles for the Spartans this spring. 
When she first joined the team 
she found herself playing second 
double; last year she moved into 
third singles, where she continues 
to play this year and has amassed a 
4-2 record.

“Sophia is one that likes to go 
out and have fun,” Melgar-Petrain 

said. “She loves playing at third 
singles because there is no real 
pressure on her there and is good 
in that spot.”

As the Uxbridge coach, Melgar-
Petrain has basically lets the girls 
figure it out while on the court and 
what needs to be done in certain 
situations. 

“I can’t tell them what to do 
while they are on the courts. I am 
not out there with them, and they 
need to decide what to do in the 
moment,” he said. “I am lucky to 
have a multitude of sport athletes. I 
just have to teach them tennis and 
they’re all sponges absorbing the 
knowledge.”

With two-thirds of the season 
still on the docket Melgar-Petrain 
knows that his team has some 

tough matches ahead of them 
where they will be playing top tier 
teams, but he is very optimistic 
with the way his girls will play.

“As we progress into the second 
half of the season the girls know 
what they are up against and how 
to play it out,” the Spartan coach 
said. “We need to stay mentally and 
physically fit and we’ll have a good 
chance of getting a high seed in 
the power rankings as we enter the 
tournament.”

If Uxbridge can continue to hold 
their own, especially against the 
top teams they will find themselves 
with a decent seeding in the State 
Tournament and should be able to 
make some noise.

trophy. Ridiculous, yes - but de-
pendable. He is as much a part of 
my daily rhythm as the sunrise.

In quieter moments, his pres-
ence softens. 
When I settle 
onto the couch, 
he waits.

Hi. It’s just 
me. I was won-
dering if you 
might consider 
snuggling. 

He doesn’t 
jump or de-
mand. He sits, 
steady and 
patient, making 
his case with 
nothing but eye 
contact. I give 
in. How could I 
possibly say no 
to the bear cub 
resting at my 
feet? He climbs 
up and rests 
his head on my 
chest, heavy and 
warm. I pet him 

gently, aware of something I try 
not to dwell on too often: time 
moves differently for him.

Every moment, then, feels a 
little more significant.

Living with a dog doesn’t just 
add something to your life - it 
rearranges it. Not loudly, not all 
at once, but in small, steady ways 
that become impossible to ignore. 
And maybe that’s the answer. It’s 
not that we invest too much in 
them. It’s that they show us, every 
day, what it looks like to give 
without measuring, to stay with-
out question, and to love without 
condition.

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG livingwithluke-
valentino
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR
continued on page 21 

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Clearing Up the Backup Camera
Q. My question concerns my 

2016 Mazda6 backup cam-
era. It is just not as bright 

as it once was. I have tried clean-
ing it with a Zeiss lens wipe and 
increased the brightness setting to 
max, but little has changed. Any 
thoughts on other steps I can take?

A. The first step is to check 
for any wiring or con-
nection issues. Try gently 

moving the wiring or even tapping 
on the trunk lid to see if the image 
changes—if the camera flickers, 
that can point to a wiring concern. 
Also inspect the lens closely; over 
time, it can become hazy or pitted, 

which reduces image quality. If 
there is no change, the camera 
itself may be nearing the end of its 
service life. It’s not uncommon for 
backup cameras to degrade after 
eight - ten years due to mois-
ture intrusion or sensor wear. A 
replacement camera from Mazda 
can be costly—around $500–$600 
plus labor—so you may also want 
to consider a quality aftermarket 
option.

Q. I have a 2023 BMW 330 
xDrive coming off lease in 
three months. I would like 

your insight on whether to buy it 
out for $28,000 plus tax or start 

a new lease. The interesting part 
is that by then the car will have 
only 3,000 miles. There is also the 
option of buying a BMW extended 
warranty.

A. Based on the numbers, you 
would likely be getting a 
very good deal by purchas-

ing your BMW. At the time of writ-
ing, wholesale (trade-in) values ap-
pear to be in the $30,000–$33,000 
range, while private sale values 
could be in the $32,000–$35,000 
range, depending on condition and 
market demand. With such low 
mileage, keeping the car makes a 
lot of sense—especially if you’re 
satisfied with it. As the factory war-
ranty will expire in a few years, a 
BMW extended warranty is worth 
considering for peace of mind, 
given the potential cost of repairs.

Q. I see you mention Harbor 
Freight tools and equip-
ment from time to time. 

Are the Icon brand tools as good as 
the “tool-truck” tools?

A. There is a lot of debate on 
this topic. I recently pur-
chased four Icon 10-mil-

limeter sockets (two 1/4-inch drive 
and two 3/8-inch drive) for about 
$10 total. By comparison, a single 
3/8-inch drive deep socket from a 
tool-truck brand can cost $20 or 
more. Considering how commonly 
10mm sockets are used and mis-
placed, the value is hard to ignore. 
While tool-truck brands may still 
have an edge in finish and long-
term durability, the Icon line offers 
very good quality for the price and 
is a solid choice for many users.

Q. My 2016 Toyota 4Run-
ner seems to go through 
brakes at a rapid pace. I am 

not an aggressive driver—I tend 
to slow down gradually and avoid 
hard braking whenever possible. 
However, at 99,000 miles I have 
replaced the brakes and rotors at 
least four times and calipers three 
times. Right now the brakes vibrate 
at highway speeds, and I am taking 
it in again for service. It has been 
suggested that the parts my local 
garage uses may be inferior. (This 
last issue began after an emergency 
stop to avoid a collision.) Can you 
recommend high-quality parts so I 
don’t feel like I’m replacing brakes 
every time I get gas?

A. Akebono makes excellent-
quality brake components, 
and OEM Toyota parts are 

also very reliable. I have also had 
good results with PowerStop brake 
components, which offer coated 
rotors that help resist rust buildup. 
That said, the frequency of your 
repairs suggests something beyond 
just parts quality. In many cases, 
repeated brake issues are caused by 
improper installation, combined 

with sticking caliper slide pins or 
seized caliper pistons Brake vibra-
tion is often the result of uneven 
or excessive wheel lug torque, or 
rust and debris on the hub surface 
that prevent 
the rotor 
from mount-
ing evenly. 
This can lead 
to what feels 
like “warped” 
rotors. Proper 
cleaning of 
the hub and 
correct torque 
using a torque 
wrench are critical. It would be 
worth discussing installation pro-
cedures with your shop or seeking 
a second opinion.

Q. My 2019 Toyota Avalon 
warranty is over in August. 
Do car dealers accept ser-

vice contracts from companies like 
CarShield and Endurance? I typi-
cally go to the dealer for mainte-
nance. Is there a warranty company 
you would recommend?

A. This is always a difficult 
question. Keep in mind 
that extended warran-

ties—more accurately called 
service contracts—cover repairs, 
not routine maintenance. Many 
dealerships will accept third-party 
service contracts, but coverage 
and ease of claims can vary widely. 
If you’re considering additional 
coverage, it’s often safest to go with 
a manufacturer-backed plan or 

Diagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-UpsDiagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups

WE DO IT ALLWE DO IT ALL
Total Car Care!Total Car Care!

194 N. Main St.194 N. Main St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569Uxbridge, MA 01569

508-278-4302508-278-4302

Bloem’s Auto RepairBloem’s Auto Repair

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!

WWW.CROTHERSTIRE.COM

110 Linwood Ave
Whitinsville, MA
(508) 234-9442

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm; 

Sat. 7am-Noon; 
Closed Sundays

All Major Tire Brands
Diagnostics
AC Recharge
Scheduled Maintenance 
Programs

Full Automotive
  Repairs
4-Wheel Alignment
Timing Belts
Diesel Repair

NEW EXPANSION OF 7 SERVICE BAYS!!!

Proudly Serving Worcester County for 4 Generations!

However could you please take out-
Commodities-Consignments and some 
dealers present and replace w/ starting 
may 16 and 17 outside fl ea market and 
craft fair -all welcome. every week-
end.
please fi x auction section-please have 
it read see leo for upcoming fi eld auc-
tiom in june  (no sale )              
Ad is BEAUTIFUL!!

151 Davis St., Douglas MA 
(508) 476-3926 Located 1.5 miles off of Route 146 

exit 6 on  Route 16 in Douglas

Classic Car 
Service and Repair

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
& AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

(508) 476-3926

• Brakes
• Tires
• Shocks
• Exhaust

Specializing in Transmissions

• Alignments
• Tune-Ups
• All General 
  Repairs
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606
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Three Things That Are Not Going to Happen in 
Today’s Housing Market
There’s a lot of uncertainty right 

now and that’s leading to some 
dramatic headlines. If you’re 

thinking about buying a home, that 
can make 
you feel 
a little 
less sure 
about 
your 
decision. 
A recent 
study by 
CNBC 
asked 
homebuy-
ers what 
they’re 
most wor-

ried about, and three themes kept 
coming up again and again: mort-
gage rates, the number of homes 
for sale and home prices.

But a lot of what you may be 
hearing on those is based more on 
misconceptions and not facts. So, 
let’s break it down and separate fact 
from fiction.

Misconception #1: “I’ll Just Wait, 
Because Mortgage Rates Are Going 
to Fall Dramatically”

One idea making the rounds on 
social is that mortgage rates are 
going to drop dramatically soon. 
So, it’s better to wait to buy. But is 
that really what’s expected? While 

mortgage rates have come down a 
bit in the last few weeks, forecasts 
don’t show a major drop ahead. 
The most likely scenario is that 
rates stay somewhere in the low 6 
percent range this year. That’s not 
a big change from where rates are 
now. Of course, this depends on 
where inflation and the economy 
go from here. But, based on what 
we know today, waiting for a big 
drop in rates may not work out 
the way some people hope. Not to 
mention, even with rates where 
they are today, it’s already more 
affordable than a year ago. So, even 
if they don’t change much, it’s still 
better than it was.

Misconception #2: “There Are 
Too Many Homes for Sale Right 
Now”

You’ve probably heard inven-
tory is up, and nationally, it is. The 
number of homes for sale is 8 per-
cent higher than this time last year. 
But that’s not a bad thing. In fact, 
it’s one of the reasons buyers have 
a bit more breathing room right 
now. The problem is, the headlines 
are making something good, sound 
bad. They’re focusing on how this 
is the most inventory we’ve had 
since 2019 or how many homes 
builders are building. That can 
make it sound like the number of 
homes for sale is rising too far, too 

fast. But that’s not what the bigger 
picture shows. Data from Real-
tor.com proves that, even though 
inventory is up compared to last 
year, it’s still nearly 14 percent 
lower than it was during the last 
normal housing market (2017-
2019).  While it can vary a lot 
based on where you live, only nine 
states have more inventory than 
pre-pandemic today. That’s a key 
reason why there still aren’t enough 
homes for sale to trigger something 
like the crash back in 2008.

Misconception #3: “Home Prices 
Are About to Crash”

You’ve probably seen this one, 
too. The confusion comes from 
the fact that some metros are 
experiencing slight price declines.  
Influencers are running with that 
and saying prices are crashing but 
that’s not the reality. Most areas 
are seeing prices rise, not fall and 
that’s because many homeowners 
aren’t selling because they don’t 
want to give up the low mortgage 
rate they locked in a few years 
ago. That is limiting on how much 
inventory can grow. Since inven-
tory is still below pre-pandemic 
norms, there aren’t enough homes 
for sale to cause a price crash. Even 
in markets with more inventory, 
some sellers are choosing to pull 
their homes off the market instead 

of cutting prices. Those are three 
big reasons prices aren’t headed 
for a crash. Even in the markets 
experiencing mild declines, the 
price drops aren’t enough to cancel 
out the big gains most homeown-
ers have seen in the last five years. 
That’s not a crash, it’s just prices 

moderating after a few record-
breaking years.

Online posts are going to make 
things sound worse than they are. 
If you want a true, factual look at 
what’s really happening in today’s 
market, contact The Marzeotti 
Group or a trusted REALTOR.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA•508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www.kearnscollision.com

KKearnearnSS
K

COLLISION Repair

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-KNIGHTEDU-KNIGHTED

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable

one offered through a reputable 
organization such as AAA. Over 
the years, many aftermarket war-
ranty companies have come and 
gone, sometimes leaving customers 
without coverage, so it’s important 
to choose carefully and read the 
fine print.

Q. My neighbor showed me 
pictures of his family’s 
Rolls-Royce, which he 

claims was made in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. When I did some 
research, it looked like New Eng-

land was once an automotive hub. 
What happened?

A. Yes, there were once 
dozens of vehicle manu-
facturers in New England, 

particularly in the early 1900s. 
Some produced thousands of 
vehicles, while others built only 
a handful. The industry changed 
dramatically over time, especially 
during and after the Great Depres-
sion. There wasn’t a single cause for 
the decline—it was a combination 
of factors such as labor costs, ac-
cess to materials, supplier net-
works, and increasing competition 
from larger manufacturers in other 
regions. For example, General Mo-

tors closed its Framingham, Mas-
sachusetts plant in 1989. Today, 
companies like Factory Five Racing 
in Wareham, Massachusetts are 
among the few remaining low-vol-
ume manufacturers in the region. 
Events such as the Bay State Motor 
Festival in Framingham help 
showcase the area’s rich automo-
tive history, including brands like 
Knox, Stanley Steamer, and Indian 
Motorcycle.



22  The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com • May 8, 2026

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
• Volunteer Work Session, Waters Farm, 53 
Waters Road, West Sutton.

• The Friends of Charlton 
Public Library will 

hold a Book Sale on 
Saturday, May 9, 

from 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. in Dexter Hall, 

second floor inside the 
Charlton Public Library. 

Current members in good 
standing are invited to a 

preview on Friday, May 8 from noon to 4:30 
p.m. Donations of cash, check, and Venmo 
will be accepted during the sale.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
Antique Tractor Pull Competition at Waters 
Farm, 53 Waters Road, West Sutton. 
Registration for tractor owners starts at 9 
a.m. The pull competition starts at 10 a.m. 
and ends when the last tractor pulls the 
heaviest load over the finish line. Free. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14
• Time to stock up on summer books for 
your summer reading!  The Friends of the 
Gladys E. Kelly Library, 2 Lake Street, Web-
ster, are holding a book sale from 9 a.m. – 8 
p.m. The sale will also run on Friday, May 15 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Saturday, May 16 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
You will find a wonderful selection of adult 
and children’s books, paperback $.50, hard 
copy $1, coffee table books $5 and a bag 
of books for only $5. Also for sale: games, 
jigsaw puzzles, CDs and DVDs. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15
• Booklovers’ Gourmet, located at 72 East 
Main Street in Webster, is hosting “Fins and 
Feathers”, a small works show of paintings 
by local artist Linda Littleton in its cafe 

gallery May 1-30. The works will include 
watercolors, prints and acrylics of some of 
our favorite feathered friends and fish and 
may be viewed during normal business 
hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m., 
Wednesday 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. The public is 
invited to a meet the artist reception with 
light refreshments on Friday, May 15, 5-7 
p.m. For more information call 508-949-
6232.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
• The 11th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day 
at River Ben Farm, 287 Oak Street, Uxbridge 
will be held from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. with a 
rain date on Sunday. Fishing will take place 
until 1 p.m. with awards at 1:30 p.m. There 
will be activities for the whole family with 
food and ice cream available for purchase. 
All ages and ability levels are welcome. 
Fishing poles, bail and instruction will be 
available with pre-registration and par-
ticipants are welcome to bring their own. 
Pre-registration will open on April 15 at 
openskycs.org/fishingday2026. This is a free 
event, but pre-registration iHosted by Open 
Sky Community Services and Blackstone 
River Watershed Association. 
• Calling all Gardeners, Growers & Farmers 
to the 5th Annual Dudley Grows Together 
Plant Hop The Dudley Agricultural Advisory 
Commission is excited to announce the 5th 
Annual Dudley Grows Together Plant Hop, 
taking place on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM — rain or shine. 
The Plant Hop is a community event that 
gives local Dudley farmers and garden-
ers the opportunity to sell vegetable and 
flower seedlings directly from their homes 
or growing locations throughout Dudley.  A 
map of participating locations will be cre-
ated and distributed by the Commission so 
visitors from Dudley and surrounding com-

munities can easily travel from stop to stop 
to shop for locally grown plants. New this 
year, the Agricultural Advisory Commission 
seeks Dudley residents who are interested 
in participating as plant sellers. Gardeners 
are welcome to sell vegetable or flower 
seedlings and plants (please note cannabis 
and hemp plants are not permitted). Resi-
dents who would like to participate should 
sign up by emailing ameradaholsteins@
charter.net or LLorkiewicz@dudleyma.gov 
so their location can be included on the 
official event map. The deadline to sign up 
as a seller is Monday, April 20, 2026.
• Saint Peter’s Parish in Northbridge is hav-
ing an Italian Chicken Dinner on Saturday, 
May 16th starting at 5:30 pm in the parish 
hall. Bring you family and friends for a won-
derful meal and meet some new friends. 
Tickets are $17 per dinner and include salad 
and dessert. To go meals will be available 
for pick up at 5:00pm. All orders must be 
purchased in advance by Tuesday, May 
12th. Please call 508-234-2156 or email the 
parish office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org for tickets.

SUNDAY, MAY 17 
• The Friends of the Auburn Public Library 
cordially invite you to Afternoon Tea, a 
fundraiser, 1– 4 pm at the Pakachoag 
Center, 203 Pakachoag St. Auburn. Featured 
guest speaker Lewis Alderton, Beekeeper. 
Menu: A delicious assortment of finger 
sandwiches, savory delights, sweet treats 
and tea. $30 per person in advance (cash, 
check, PayPal). Space is limited, please 
reserve your seat. Email friendsofauburn-
plibrary@gmail.com to reserve a seat, for 
payment methods, or a brochure. Brochures 
are also available in the lobby of the Auburn 
Public Library.

THURSDAY, MAY 21
• The Metacomet Land Trust will hold its 
annual meeting on Thursday, May 21, 
2026 starting at 6:30 pm with a business 
meeting and the presentation of Com-
munity Spirit awards at the Sutton High 
School auditorium at 383 Boston Road in 
Sutton. This will be followed at 7 pm by 
our guest speaker, Stefanie Covino. Covino 
is the Executive Director of the Blackstone 
Watershed Collaborative and she will 
discuss the importance of our land and 
water nexus. She will describe how the 
work of the Collaborative and Metacomet 
Land Trust is critical to the overall health of 
the communities where Metacomet works 
including Bellingham, Blackstone, Douglas, 
Franklin, Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, Sutton, Upton, 
Uxbridge and Wrentham in south Central 
Massachusetts. We will also play a quick 
round of watershed trivia! Please join us as 
we all strive to know our watershed better. 
For more information, go to Metacomet-
LandTrust.org.
• The Douglas Open Space Committee 
invites Douglas landowners to attend an 
informational session on how to protect 
their fields and forests. The event will be 
held on Thursday, May 21 at 6 pm at the 
Douglas Municipal Center at 29 Depot Street 
in the Resource Room. A MassWoods land 
preservation webinar will be shown and Lisa 
Mosczynski, President of the area’s regional 
Metacomet Land Trust, will provide ad-
ditional information and answer questions. 
Excellent permanent protection is available 
to landowners and can offer property tax re-
duction or elimination, be tailored to specific 
needs such as including a building envelope 

Happenings!

For reservations, event tickets, and more information, visit www.samuelslaters.com.  
RESTAURANT HOURS: Wed-Fri, 4PM-9PM | Sat, 12PM-9PM | Sun, 12PM-8PM

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

WEEKLY SPECIALS••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••

ABRAXAS:  
SANTANA TRIBUTE BAND • MAY 16

FIDDLE FIRE:  
A CHARLIE DANIELS TRIBUTE BAND • MAY 22

PAPER IN FIRE:  
JOHN MELLENCAMP ANTHOLOGY • MAY 23

AQUANETT • MAY 24

COMEDY NIGHT WITH KEVIN FLYNN & GUESTS • MAY 30

AMERICA 250:  
THE LIVE BAND MUSICAL GAME SHOW • JULY 10

PRIME RIB
WEDNESDAY
12OZ PRIME RIB + TWO SIDES FOR $25

STARTING AT 4PM
EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

4PM TO 6PM

HAPPY
HOUR 3 COURSES FOR $25  

OR PASTA ALLA RUOTA FOR $30
4PM TO 9PM

AL DENTE
THURSDAY

PASTA NIGHT

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 23 

STREET FOOD

SOMETHINGSOMETHING
FOR FOR 

EVERYONE!EVERYONE!

Admission $5.00 - Admission $5.00 - 
Under 12 FREEUnder 12 FREE

Come meet owner/ 
driver Brian Tagg  #9
Winner of Thompson 

Speedway track
 championship 2015

School Board Policy: Only Service Dogs on PropertySchool Board Policy: Only Service Dogs on Property
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83 Church St., Whitinsville, MA
(508) 266-0265

Store Hours:  Wednesday and Thursday 10-5
Friday 10-7; Saturday 10-2

Shop our always changing 
inventory

Gold & Silver
Coins & Currency

Jewelry & Diamonds
Comics & Cards

Stop by or make an appointment

BUYING

• Carpentry • Siding Repairs
ADVANCED GUTTER SYSTEMS, INC.

• Replacement Windows
• House Cleanouts
• Handyman Services

• Aluminum Seamless Gutters
• Copper Gutters • Gutter Guard

www.gutters-downspouts.com

(508) 278-2202
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL MASS. REG.#128580

CSL #104402

Installations 
•Repairs  •Cleaning

• Ice Dam Removal 
• Roof Snow Shoveling

Amusements, Rides and Games

Next to the Town Common, Rte. 12 • Oxford, MA

OXFORD SPRING

Friday, May 22
6 to 10 pm

Saturday, May 23
12 to 10 pm

Sunday, May 24
12 to 6 pm

Monday, May 25
12 to 6 pm

for future generations and offer peace of 
mind for estate planning. Permanent protec-
tion also has great public benefits including 
watershed protection, habitat preservation 
for flora and fauna and permanent protec-
tion for our farmland through agricultural 
preservation restrictions. Come find out 
more! For more information email opens-
pace@douglas-ma.gov.

SATURDAY, MAY 23
• Second Annual Event! Free Kids’ Clothing 
giveaway and Family Fun Day.  Valley Cha-
pel is hosting  a fun day out for the family. 
From 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Youth Center, 
130 Douglas Road, Uxbridge.

MONDAY, MAY 25
• Parade Grand Marshal James Sundstrom 
will lead the Webster Memorial Day Parade. 
Schedule of Events for Memorial Day 
6:30 a.m. Start at Veterans Home, Webster.
7:25 a.m. - 8:10 a.m. Cemetery visits in 
Dudley (Corbin, Village, Town Common).
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Services at Dudley Town 
Hall, Calvary, St. Joseph, Sacred Heart, and 
Mt. Zion cemeteries.
11 a.m. Main Parade starts (Route 12/
Worcester Road to Webster Town Hall).
12:15 p.m. Urbanowski Memorial by the 
PAV Club.

JUNE 2
• BVT Band & Choir host concert at 7:30 
p.m. in the Competition Center at BVT, 5 
Pleasant Street, Upton. The music program 
at Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT) Conducted by 
Dr. Colton Cox, students will showcase their 
musical talents in a dynamic performance. 
The ensembles will perform a diverse se-
lection of music spanning genres from folk 
and classical to pop and movie soundtracks 
and incorporate singing in multiple lan-
guages. This program is funded in part by 
grants from the Grafton, Northbridge and 
Upton Cultural Councils,
local agencies which are supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. Stu-
dents, families and community members 
are invited to attend the free performance, 

which is open to the public. 
	
TUESDAY, JUNE 16
• Regional musician and Dan Kirouac will 
bring his successful and singer Dan Kirouac 
will bring his program THE MUSIC OF 
MCcCARTNEY: The World’s Most Success-
ful Songwriter to the Oxford Free Public 
Library on Tuesday, June 16th at 6:00 PM.
The program, delivered on piano and 
vocals, will explore the music of Paul 
McCartney from the Beatles years through 
Wings and into the 1980s, highlighted by 
informational commentary. Dan Kirouac 
is a 40-year veteran of the New England 
music scene, and has appeared in two 
long-term Beatles tribute bands from 2000 
to 2022.
The program is free and open to the public.  
For more information, please call the 
library at (508) 987-6003. This program is 
sponsored by the Oxford Cultural Council, 
a local agency, which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
• Dudley's Town-wide Yard Sale! What 
better time for a yard sale than the end of 
spring-cleaning season?  Office: 508-949-

8030 Mobile: 508-847-2206 The Dudley 
Recreation Commission has set its annual 
town-wide yard sale for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
June 20, with a rain date of June 27. 
Residents are invited to set up and sell 
at their home or at the Dudley Town Hall 
where free 10x10-foot spaces are available 
in the parking lot on a first-come, first 
served basis. A site map, prepared by the 
Recreation Commission, will guide bargain 
hunters to the sale locations. Participants 
are encouraged to register for free by 
June 6 to be included in a map. The maps 
will be available for a $3 donation at the 
Dudley Town Hall from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
To register, email recreation@dudleyma.
gov with your name, address, phone and 
description of the items for sale, or stop by 
the Recreation Office at Town hall.

SATURDAY, JULY 18 
• Northbridge Annual Fireworks Show. 
(Rain date July 19) Gates open at 5 p.m. 
Celebrate our nation’s 250th birthday with 
an evening of music, activities, food and a 
spectacular fireworks display at North-
bridge Middle School in Whitinsville.

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 22

May 2026 Interpretive Programming at the Blackstone River 
Greenway Visitor Center at Worcester 

All programs are free and open 
to the public. Registration is not 
required. Appropriate for ages 12 
and up. An adult must accom-
pany all children. Please wear 
appropriate footwear. Bathrooms 
and water are not available unless 
otherwise stated. Bringing bug 
spray is encouraged. Program-
ming is subject to change or 
cancellation. For the most up to 
date programming information, 
call (774) 670-2200.  

Reasonable accommodations 
available upon advance notice. 
To make a request, please contact 
Moneesha Dasgupta at (617) 645-
0358 or moneesha.dasgupta2@
mass.gov. 

The Blackstone River Green-
way Visitor Center at Worcester 
is currently closed due to winter 
storm damage. Interpretive 
programming is still occurring 
on the Blackstone Greenway. All 
programs begin at Parking Lot C, 

205 North Main Street, Millbury. 
 

Woodlands and Waterways Tour 
Saturdays, 2 – 3 p.m.  
Walk along the banks of the 

Blackstone River and learn  about 
the life that it supports. We’ll 
look for signs of wildlife as we 
discuss the ways we keep our 
watershed clean! Appropriate for 
ages 12 and up. The walk is ~1 
mile over a paved surface with 
very slight inclines. Meet at Lot C 

(205 North Main Street, Millbury, 
MA). Bathrooms and water are 
not available at this site. 
Bike the Blackstone 

Saturdays May 2, 16, and 30, 
10 – 11 a.m.  

Come with us on a bike ride 
down the Blackstone River 
Greenway. Enjoy the scenery and 
look out for wildlife as we ride 
along the river.  Appropriate for 
ages 12 and up. The ride is ~6 
miles over a paved surface with 

slight inclines and declines. All 
riders 16 and under must wear a 
helmet. Meet at Lot C (205 North 
Main Street, Millbury, MA). 
Water is available at the midpoint 
of the trip, bathrooms are not 
available.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

CALL TODAY
508-476-1500

14 West Street, 
Douglas, MA 

508-476-1500

BEN’S CONTAINER
 & RUBBISH

Delivering affordable and fast 
dumpster, portable toilet and luxury 
restroom trailer service throughout 

the Southern New England Area.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
•15 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•20 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•Standard Portable Toilets
•ADA Accessible Portable Toilets
•Luxury Heated and Cooled 
  Restroom Trailers
•Emergency Service Deliveries on 
  Nights & Weekends

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

Share your Talent
in an inclusive community that 

welcomes all abilities!
Take Down the Wall Presents: 

OPEN MIC NIGHTS
Learn and collaborate with other musicians!

6:00-8:30pm

Saturday, May 9, 2026

May’s theme: Sizzlin’Salsa
Saturday, June 13, 2026

June’s theme: Through The Decades
Featured Artist:

Nathaniel Paine 
& the Time Travelers

Through The Decades
Nathaniel Paine & the 
Time Travelers

Sign ups begin @ 5:30pm
Singh Performance Center, 60 Douglas Rd., Whitinsville, MA

Hosted by Open Sky’s Community Membership Dept.
Questions? Michelle.Benjamin@openskycs.org or visit openskycs.org/openmic

campWHITIN
WHITIN COMMUNITY CENTER

FUN. FITNESS. FRIENDSHIPS.

40th Anniversary
1986-2026

9 Weeks Of Camps
Sports • Activity • Educational

Registration
members: march 16th
Guests: March 23rd

June 22nd - August 21st
(for campers ages 4-13)

Please Register Online - www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com
NOTE: Financial assistance available to those who qualify. Please see website for details.

Sizzling


