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Dudley Voters to 
Consider $31M Budget 
Firearms Policy at Annual Town Meeting
BY PATTY ROY

Residents will gather for the 
Annual Town Meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, May 18, 

at Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School, where a proposed $31 
million budget and several policy 
questions are set for consideration. 

The Select Board and Finance 
Committee are asking voters to 
approve a $31,027,502 operating 
budget for Fiscal Year 2027 that 
begins on July 1. The spending 
plan includes major allocations of 
approximately $13 million for the 
Dudley-Charlton Regional School 
District and $1.2 million for Bay 
Path Vocational Technical High 
School. Enterprise funds account 
for $2.3 million for the water 
department and $2.4 million for 
sewer operations. 

Revenue supporting the budget 

is expected to come largely from 
$17.6 million in property taxes, 
supplemented by $2.4 million 
in state aid, $3.9 million in local 
receipts, and transfers from stabi-
lization funds, including $252,676 
from general stabilization and 
$578,548 from capital stabilization. 

In addition to the budget, vot-
ers will be asked to weigh in on a 
firearms-related policy proposal. 
Police Chief Marek Karlowicz is 
seeking approval to exempt munici-
pal buildings, grounds, and parking 
areas from being designated as 
prohibited locations for firearm 
possession under state law. 

Several warrant articles are spon-
sored by the Water-Sewer Commis-
sion, which is backing six of the 17 
items on the agenda. Among them 

Webster's Memorial Day Parade, 
Monday, May 25
This Memorial Day Webster 

resident James E. Sundstrom 
is being honored as this year’s 

Parade Gand Marshal.
James was born in Worcester 

in 1940.  As a child, his parents 
moved the family to Oxford, where 
he was a  graduate of Oxford High 
School Class of 1959.   

James comes from an Army 
family as his father David served 
in the 10th Mountain Division, in 
Pisa, Italy during World War II. 
His brother Gary served in the US 
Army as an Airborne Ranger in 
Vietnam.  

The main parade typically 
begins at 11 a.m. near St. Anthony 
Cemetery in Webster, marching 

toward Town Hall, preceded by a 
busy schedule of wreath-layings at 
various local cemeteries. The day 
honors veterans with a parade and 
ceremonies.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

6:30 a.m. Start at Veterans 
Home, Webster.

7:25 a.m. - 8:10 a.m. Cemetery 
visits in Dudley (Corbin, Village, 
Town Common).

9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Services at 
Dudley Town Hall, Calvary, St. Jo-
seph, Sacred Heart, and Mt. Zion 
cemeteries.

11 a.m. Main Parade starts 
(Route 12/Worcester Road to 
Webster Town Hall).

12:15 p.m. Urbanowski Memo-
rial by the PAV Club.

The event features local school 
bands, Veterans groups, and scout-
ing units.

Webster Town Administrator Reviews Town 
Budget, Brian Road, and Cites Water/Sewer 
Manager Cutler
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Town Administrator Rick La-
Fond stated that “the town’s 
budget for the new fiscal 

year will be using $1.3 million 
from free cash, the same as last 
year. We’re not compounding 
vs. last year’s numbers. We’re 
not building a larger structural 
deficit between our recurring 

revenues and our projected ex-
penses. We’re using our savings. 
With our police department, 
we’ll be able to add one new 
officer but we are in need of an-
other eight officers. We’re unable 
to add eight new personnel but 
we’re going to try and start that 
this year.”

LaFond stated that the town’s 
financial future depends upon 
state aid and that everyone’s on 

board that the town has to move 
in a better direction. With the 
school budget, special education 
is the big driver. The town did 
slightly better this year with its 
state aid because the state fund-
ing follows the student. Attrition 
is what’s keeping the schools 
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TNTGuysTravel.com  •  774-261-8160

BECAUSE SPACE IS LIMITED, PRE‑REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO GUARANTEE ENTRY.    *On select departures

YOU ARE INVITED!
Ted and Tom From Cruise Planners presents their  

Evening with Viking Cruises – an informational talk  
about river cruising and the Viking difference at sea!

$25  
Deposits*  

Free/Reduced  
Airfare*

Onboard 
Credits

Monday, June 1 
5:30 PM CHECK-IN | 6:00 PM PRESENTATION 

THE PARK VIEW ROOM
230 PARK AVE. WORCESTER, MA

This event is for new Viking guests. All promotions/specials will be extended to past Viking guests!

EVENT NIGHT OFFERS

CO M P L E T E  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  VA CAT I O N S

O F  WO R C E S T E R

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet

View our client 
testimonials and  
see what people  
are saying!

You will not want to miss  
this event as we will not have 

them back until next year!

Join us to learn all about 
the Viking difference!

Semi‑Annual Event with Viking
L A S T  T I M E  T H I S  Y E A R !

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

are end-of-year budget transfers, 
a $75,000 transfer from retained 
earnings to replace a sewer depart-
ment truck, and a $207,505 transfer 
from the PFAS Settlement Account 
to address existing PFAS-related 
debt. Additional requests include 

borrowing $100,000 to update the 
town’s inventory of lead and other 
service lines, along with $120,000 
for equipment to support that ef-
fort. 

The Select Board is also propos-
ing a change to local alcohol regula-
tions, seeking permission to allow 
on-premises alcohol consumption 
between 10 a.m. and noon on Sun-
days, as well as on the last Monday 

in May and Christmas Day. 
Meanwhile, the Board of Asses-

sors is requesting $12,000 to fund 
property value recertification and 
$21,000 to inspect properties that 
have not been reviewed in the past 
decade. 

The full warrant, including 
all articles to be considered, is 
expected to be published ahead of 
the May 18 meeting. 

from making more cuts.
The Brian Road access for a 

large building project in Thomp-
son, Connecticut has had recent 
updates. Thompson’s First Select-
men and Planner have contacted 
LaFond to schedule the long-
awaited meeting with the propo-

nents of the project, the Sharma 
family. LaFond expected to be 
sitting down (without attorneys) 
very soon. As of this writing, 
Thompson legal counsel still 
had not responded to Webster’s 
motion to strike portions of the 
record that contain documents 
created after the decision and 
timeline for submission of briefs. 
This particular matter will likely 

be concluded at a court hearing 
to be held soon. Webster’s at-
torney expects the court will rule 
on Webster’s motion without a 
written reply from Thompson or 
following an oral argument from 
Thompson. Once this matter is 
resolved, a date will be set for 
pre-trial briefs. Thompson would 
then have 45 days to reply to 
that brief. This timeline may be 
extended if either party requests. 
The project consists of 16 multi-
housing single family homes, 
4 duplexes, and a community 
building. 

The Town Clerk’s office and 
the Town Administrator’s office 
have switched locations. The 

Town Clerk has 
now been 
moved to the 
first floor 

of the town 
hall. The Town 

Administrator’s offices will soon 
move from its temporary location 
in the auditorium to the second 
floor.

Reconstruction and replace-
ment of the town hall’s front 
and side entries began recently. 
The project will be completed in 
phases to always allow for public 
access. The parking lot entry

will be the last section to be 
completed to minimize the time 
that alternative handicap access 
will be necessary.  The town’s 
solar field funds in the amount 
of $50,000 will assist with this 
project. The funds were specifi-
cally designated for repair and 
maintenance of the town hall.

Collective bargaining has 
begun with two of the town’s 
three employee unions. Contracts 
expire on June 30. 

Additionally, Water and Sewer 
Superintendent Tom Cutler has 

been recognized by the Massa-
chusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s Drinking 
Water Program for his “outstand-
ing performance” in 2025. The 
award cites his service in the 
industry, qualifications, manag-
ing many of the critical system 
upgrades since his hiring in 
2021, and efforts and assistance 
in securing significant funds 
through the State Revolving Fund 
Grant to help offset the costs of 
upgrading the facilities at Memo-
rial Beach and Bigelow Road to 
address PFAS regulations (PFAS 
are “forever chemicals” that have 
contaminated many drinking wa-
ter sources). This is brief synopsis 
of his recognition. Tom will be 
honored at an event in Shirley on 
May 5. The town is honored to 
have Mr. Cutler’s expertise and 
knowledge to ensure its drinking 
water’s safety and quality.
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Charlton Prepares for Annual Town Meeting on May 18
Residents will gather for the 

Annual Town Meeting on 
Monday, May 18, at 7 p.m. 

at Charlton Middle School on 
Oxford Road, where a wide-rang-
ing warrant will guide decisions 
on spending, bylaws, and future 
development.

A central focus of the meet-
ing will be capital planning, with 
voters asked to approve funding 
for town buildings, infrastructure 
improvements, and equipment 
purchases. The article also autho-
rizes town officials to enter into 
contracts and complete necessary 
projects.

The proposed fiscal year 2027 
town budget appears under 
Article 7. Voters will determine 
funding levels for municipal 
operations beginning July 1, 
including setting salaries for 
elected officials. Separate enter-
prise budgets for the water and 
sewer departments will also be 
considered, covering operating 

expenses sup-
ported by user 
fees and other 

revenues.
Financial 

management 
articles include 

potential transfers to 
and from the town’s 

stabilization fund, as well as ac-
ceptance of $18,675 in cemetery 
perpetual care funds. Another 
article seeks to reauthorize a 
series of revolving funds used by 
departments such as inspectional 
services, recreation, planning, 
and public health. These accounts 
allow certain fees and revenues to 
directly support related services, 
with limits on how much can be 
spent annually.

Property and infrastructure 
matters are also on the agenda. 

One article proposes the accep-
tance of an easement on Stevens 
Park Road, while another would 
increase fines for handicapped 
parking violations, raising the 
penalty for a first offense from 
$50 to $100.

Several zoning bylaw amend-
ments are scheduled for review, 
including updates to definitions, 
use regulations, and special pro-
visions such as reduced frontage 
lots and large energy systems. 
Full details of the proposed 

changes are available through the 
Town Clerk and Planning Board 
offices.

The warrant concludes with 
a citizen’s petition seeking to 
rescind the town’s Stretch Energy 
Code, originally adopted in 2016 
to promote energy-efficient con-
struction standards.

Residents are encouraged to 
attend and participate in the 
decision-making process that 
shapes Charlton’s budget, poli-
cies, and long-term planning.
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Lawnmower & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
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Pickup & Delivery

ENTER TO 
WIN TICKETS TO 

SOUTHWICK'S ZOO!
Find the Hidden Animals 
in This Month’s Editorial 
Pages! There are 10 ani-

mals scattered throughout 
this issue’s articles. Scan 
the QR code below and 

submit the list of animals 
you have found for your 
chance to win a Grand 
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Charlton Develops Housing Production Plan
Local residents are helping 

shape the future of housing in 
town as officials work to de-

velop Charlton’s first Housing Pro-
duction Plan, an effort supported 
through a state Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Planning Assistance Grant.

As part of the planning process, 
the town’s Housing Production 
Plan Committee, in collaboration 
with the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission 
(CMRPC), hosted two public 
forums in March to gather input 
from community members.

The sessions featured presenta-
tions, question-and-answer discus-
sions, and interactive exercises 
designed to better understand local 
housing needs. Residents partici-

pated in a SWOT (strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities, and threats) 

analysis and small-group breakout 
discussions focused on different 

housing types.
Participants also took part in 

a visual exercise, placing color-
coded dots on images representing 
various housing options to indicate 
which types they felt were most 
needed — and which were less 
desirable. Organizers said the feed-
back highlighted a strong interest 
in housing solutions that would al-
low residents to age in place while 
remaining in the community.

Insights gathered from the 
forums will help guide the de-
velopment of Charlton’s Housing 
Production Plan, which aims to 
identify strategies for meeting 
current and future housing needs 
while preserving the character of 
the town.

Community Baby shower Provides Moms in Need with Essential Supplies

The United Church of Christ 
Federated launches its annual 
community baby shower/do-

nation drive to benefit the Visita-
tion House in Worcester.

The drive, running until May 
31, is aimed at providing essential 
supplies to mothers, allowing them 
to keep their pregnancies and their 
babies. With many single mothers 
struggling to afford basic necessities, 
this initiative seeks to collect diapers, 
clothing, hygiene products and other 
items to ensure mothers and chil-

dren have a safe and healthy start.
Community members are 

invited to drop off new and 
unopened items at the church 
office, from Tuesday to Friday, 
from 9:30 to 1pm, or Sunday 
morning before 1pm. The drive 
is specifically focusing on col-
lecting high-need items, includ-
ing crib sheets, diapers, clothes 
(newborn to 12 months) including 
sets, baby bassinets, baby security 
blankets, unscented baby wipes, 
baby grooming kits, Dreft deter-

gent, feeding (formula: unopened, 
non-expired, bottles, nipples, bibs, 
and burp cloths), hygiene (diaper 
rash cream, baby wash, lotion, and 
shampoo), Mom Care Packages 
(nursing pads, nipple cream, toi-
letries [shampoo, conditioner, lip 
balm], and body lotion).

All donations will benefit the 
Visitation House in Worcester. 
Visitation House offers a pro-
gram in Worcester County which 
provides women with unplanned 
pregnancies a path to cherish and 

sustain the life of their babies. They 
provide each woman a welcom-
ing home and opportunities to 
develop the skills, confidence, and 
self-knowledge necessary to create 
a beautiful future for her and her 
baby. The House opened its doors 
on May 31, 2005. Since that time, 
they have welcomed over 300 
women and their children.

The United Church of Christ 
Federated is located at 4 Church 
Street, across from Town Hall, 508-
943-0061, uccfedwebster.org.
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Could Dudley’s French River Bridge be Replaced Sooner Than Expected?
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

“In just four months since its 
launch, the FAIR Program is 
showing immediate results, 

first in Middlefield, and with sev-
eral more coming soon,” said Un-
dersecretary and State Highway 
Administrator Jonathan Gulliv-
er.  “Thanks to the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration’s leadership, we’re 
partnering directly with cities and 
towns to address deficient bridges 
that play a key transportation role 
in their respective communities, by 
providing technical and financial 
support that might otherwise pose 

immense challenges to getting lo-
cally-owned bridges back open.”  

Governor Maura Heal-
ey launched the FAIR program ear-
lier this year, which is funded 
through Fair Share revenue and as-
sists municipalities with bridge 
replacement and repairs. Projects 
focus on reopening closed bridges, 
removing postings on restricted 
bridges, and preserving addi-
tional bridges before restrictions 
or closures are required. MassDOT 
District offices will coordinate with 
municipalities on each project.  

The Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announced 

the completion of the Town Hill 
Road bridge replacement project 
in Middlefield, which is located in 
Berkshire County in the western 
part of the state, which marks 
the first completed project of the 
recently announced Funding for 
Accelerated Infrastructure Repair 
(FAIR) program. The bridge car-
ries Town Hill Road over Factory 
Brook in Middlefield and was 
closed to traffic in August 2025, 
following an inspection and sub-
sequent load rating analysis. With 
the nearest detour routed over nar-
row seasonal gravel roads adding 
approximately 20 minutes of travel 
time, restoring access was a prior-

ity for the community. The replace-
ment bridge, reusing a structure 
previously utilized in Conway, was 
designed in-house by MassDOT 
and constructed by MassDOT 
Contractor J.H. Maxymillian, Inc. 
at an estimated cost of $850,000. 
Construction began on Decem-
ber 8, 2025, and the bridge was 
successfully reopened to traffic on 
March 31, 2026, with a total project 
duration of just 113 days. The 
new structure will restore a vital 
connection for the community of 
Middlefield.  

Governor Healey’s FAIR pro-
gram, directs revenue from a 4 
percent surtax on annual incomes 

over $1 million into education and 
transportation projects. It funds 
initiatives like free community 
college, childcare vouchers, road 
repairs, and public transit im-
provements to increase equity and 
affordability. 

The program was launched in 
Berkshire County and will soon 
be coming to Worcester County 
according to John Goggin of the 
Mass DOT. Worcester county area 
bridge improvements will be an-
nounced in the very near future. 
Dudley is in Worcester county. 

Katherine Dalimonte, She’s Young, Fast, and Fearless, Chasing 26.2
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

When she’s not working in 
the financial planning and 
analysis area of a clinical 

trial software company, Katherine 
Dalimonte is running. Or involved in 
other physical pursuits like leading 
Pilates classes (strength and flexibil-
ity workouts). The activities she has 
chosen are not your average person’s 
lifestyle. Clearly, she has chosen 
a physical routine that most of us 
would be envious of. 

While in high school, she enjoyed 
lacrosse, soccer, and track. “The track 
team gave me exposure to consistent 
running,” said Dalimonte, “and when 
I entered college, I was trying to find 
different routines to keep fit. My 
friends were into running and it was 
something we could all do together.” 
After graduating from the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, where she 
received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Health Care Administration, she 
moved to Boston. She saw that the 
city was filled with most every type 
of gym and fitness center that one 
could imagine. “Boston has a huge 
fitness community,” said Dalimonte, 
“and you can find many people who 
are really into fitness routines. I 
began running with my boyfriend, 
Nick (Cappucci) and determined 
that I enjoyed the 5k races (3 miles). 
We began running half-marathons 
in 2022 (13.1 miles). The Falmouth 
Road Race of 7 miles was our first 
race together and we’ve continued 
running it as it’s our favorite time to-

gether. We really love the Falmouth.” 
The Falmouth is customarily held in 
August and is a scenic route along 
the shoreline.  Great and exhilarating 
views!

Katherine proudly ran her first 
full marathon in Chicago on October 
25, 2025 finishing with a time of 4 
hours and 32 minutes which averages 
out to a 6-minute mile.  880 steps 
per minute. Are you serious?  You 
GO girl!  “It was a fantastic day,” said 
Katherine, “the crowds were amaz-
ing!  They cheered everyone on, it 
was great.”   

“However, everyone knows that 
the Boston Marathon is the most elite 
and prestigious race. My running in 
the Chicago marathon will establish 
me as a Boston qualifier. With the 
Boston race, it’s a point-to-point race 
from Hopkinton to Boston. With 
Chicago, you start and finish in the 
same area. The New York Marathon 
is running through many boroughs, 
there’s more hills and it’s more com-
parable to Boston. You’re running 
over the Queensboro and Brooklyn 
Bridges, and Central Park is very 
hilly too. The New York qualifier is 
a time of 3 hours and 13 minutes. 
With Boston you can qualify through 
charities. A charity will interview 
you and your fund-raising efforts 
would be a minimum of $10,000. 
Having a connection with the charity 
is a positive so you can review, reach 
out, and apply through that char-
ity. Last year, we decided to forego 
the 2026 Boston Marathon because 
of our Chicago run. In a good way, 
you’re trying to raise as much money 

as possible while having a special 
connection. Boston is the only race 
without a lottery system. All others 
are charity and a lottery system. Your 
age group with qualifying time and a 
buffer with best qualifying times is a 
definite positive.”

In the New York Marathon, only 
7 percent of those who apply are ac-
cepted. There are now 7 major mara-
thons: Boston, New York, Chicago, 
Tokyo, Berlin, London and Sydney, 
Australia. Sydney, Australia has 
now become the seventh sanctioned 
marathon as of 2024. Katherine was 
recently accepted into the Sydney 
Marathon for 2026.

Runners are tracked via micro-
chips in their running bibs and they 
are pinged after a certain amount 
of miles by fixed electronic tracker 
poles that are positioned every so 

many miles. There are also running 
clocks positioned along the routes. 
Katherine also uses her own elec-
tronic bracelet that she downloads 
the race app to. 

“I’m definitely going to run Boston 
in 2027,” she said, “I’ll do whatever 
it takes to get in. In September the 
list of charities will be published and 
then fundraising begins in Decem-
ber.”

“I was the most nervous I’ve ever 
been for the Chicago Marathon,” 
Dalimonte stated, “it was the first 
time I’d ever done a marathon. At 5 
a.m., the day of the race, I began to 
get very nervous because you just 
never know what’ll happen but then 
once you start running you settle in 
and you start having fun. You really 
have to be mentally strong. At mile 
15 you start to think oh my God, I 

have 11.2 miles to run!  At mile 20 
you start to wonder about yourself. 
You start wondering about why 
you are running. Your thoughts are 
everywhere. I created a marathon 
playlist to listen to. Then, you rely on 
the crowds lining the roadways. They 
are wonderful, they will push you on. 
At mile 25 you start getting psyched 
that you’re almost finished and you 
realize that you can run that one mile 
more since you just ran 25.”

Katherine is the daughter of Tam-
mi and Gary Dalimonte of Pomfret, 
Connecticut. 

Good Luck in Australia and Bos-
ton, Katherine!  We know you can 
and will do it!  
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508-832-5981

Celebrating 75 years in Business

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

For tickets and more information,
visit www.IndianRanch.com

LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MALIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 

TICKETS ARE
ON SALE

NOW!

JUNE 21 • 1PM

JULY 19 • 1PM

AUGUST 15 • 1PM

JUNE 7 • 1PM

JUNE 27 • 1PM

JULY 25 • 1PM

AUGUST 23 • 1PM

JUNE 12 • 7PM

JUNE 28 • 1PM

JULY 26 • 1PM

AUGUST 29 • 7:30PM

JUNE 13 • 1PM

JULY 12 • 1PM

JULY 30 • 7PM

AUGUST 30 • 1PM

JUNE 19 • 7PM

JULY 16 • 7PM

AUGUST 1 • 12PM

SEPTEMBER 6 • 12PM

JUNE 20 • 12PM

JULY 17 • 7PM

AUGUST 14 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 13 • 12PM

BEAUTIFUL LOSERS: TRIBUTE TO BOB SEGER
HEARTLESS: HEART TRIBUTE

WHAMMER JAMMER: TRIBUTE TO THE J. GEILS BAND
ALL SQUIER: ALL SINNERS PERFORMS BILLY SQUIER

EXPERIENCE QUEEN
A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF QUEEN

SCHISM (TOOL TRIBUTE)
ROTTEN APPLE (ALICE IN CHAINS TRIBUTE)

LOUNGE FLY (STONE TEMPLE PILOTS TRIBUTE)

DROWN (SMASHING PUMPKINS TRIBUTE)

OZZMOSIS
VAN HAGAR (VAN HALEN TRIBUTE) 

CRÜECIFIED (MOTLËY CRÜE TRIBUTE)

SHOT OF POISON (POISON TRIBUTE)

THE PRIEST (JUDAS PRIEST TRIBUTE)

(OZZY OSBOURNE TRIBUTE)

New England Stone Walls
BY THOMAS J. MCLAUGHLIN 

No matter where you go in the 
New England woods, you’re 
bound to come across the 

iconic 19th century stone wall. 
They can be seen everywhere, 
including on the Midstate Trail. 

It’s commonly believed that the 
early New England farmers made 
these walls as they uncovered frost 
heaving rocks while plowing their 
fields each spring, which surely 
happened. But as to why and when 
the walls were built, it depends on 
the wall and who you ask.

Robert Thorson, a landscape 
geologist at the University of Con-
necticut, the founder of The Stone 
Wall Initiative, and the author of 
Stone by Stone, shares this view, 
“The walls are simply a disposal 
pile.” But Tom Wessels, an ecolo-
gist and the author of Reading 
the Forest Landscape, says that 
the earliest New England farm-
ers fenced in their livestock with 
wooden split rail fences, which 
was much easier than lugging 
heavy stones up a hill to build a 
wall. Wessels believes that farmers 
would throw the rocks in a rock 
dump rather than putting time and 
effort into constructing an exten-
sive network of walls. 

Nearly a quarter of a million 
miles of stone walls were con-

structed throughout our region 
according to Thorson. Wessels cal-
culates that central New England 
alone has 125,000 miles of stone 
walls, a length that could wrap 
around the equator five times or 

extend more than halfway to the 
moon. Wessels believes that most 
of these walls were built in thirty 
years and that if these walls were 
in the Mediterranean, rather than 
New England, they would be the 
eighth wonder of the world. 

Some walls are older than oth-
ers, depending on when the area 
was first settled. Walls were built 
between 1750 and 1850, when 

New England farms were in their 
heyday. But according to Wessels, 
most of the stone walls you see 
today in Central New England 
were built between 1810 and 1840, 
during a period known as “Sheep 
Fever.”

New England was about to 
experience the most profound 
change to the landscape since the 
Ice Age. It was an event that would 
see more than 80 percent of our 
forests cut down, hillsides eroded 
to bare rock, and natural habitats 
wiped out.

It was a shift from the small 
farm to larger commercial farm-
ing. Between 1810 and 1820 the 
number of textile meals in the 
region processing Merino wool 
multiplied threefold.

 It all began after France and 
Spain invaded Portugal in 1807, 
then Napoleon and his French 
army invaded Spain in 1808, top-
pling Spain’s King Ferdinand VII. 

A Bostonian financier, William 
Jarvis, was appointed by Thomas 
Jefferson to be the U.S. Consul to 
Portugal. During the chaos of Na-
poleon’s conquest of Spain, Jarvis 
seized the opportunity to obtain 
the previously restricted and 
much sought after Merino breed 
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V  A  P  O  R
772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097
ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, Fiskdale, Holland,
 Leicester, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Spencer,

 Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Make Your Mother’s Day
Reservations NOW!

Route 16, Mendon, MA
508-473-5079 • 508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England New England 
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:
12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Pearle L. Crawford (Dudley) Library – May Events & Programs
40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley
508-949-8021
www.crawfordlibrary.org

Library Closures
Saturday, May 23 
Monday, May 25 (Memorial Day) 

Featured Exhibit
 Local Artist Showcase: John 

Gabrieli 
 On display throughout May in 

the Fels Room during library hours 

Ongoing Adult Programs
Fitness & Wellness
Gentle Yoga 
Mondays, 10:00–11:00  a.m.
No session May 25 
Bring mat; registration required 
Yoga with Buffy 
Fridays, 10:00–11:00  a.m.
Registration required; co-pay-

ment applies 

Clubs & Social Groups
Mahjong 
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.–12:30 

p.m. (Fels Community 
Room) 

No registration required 
Quilting Group 

Wednesdays, 
1:30–3:30 p.m.

Knit & Crochet Group 
Thursdays, 5:30–7:45 p.m.
Fridays, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Special Adult Events
Electronic Recycling Event 
Saturday, May 9 | 9:00 a.m.–2:00 

p.m.(Parking Lot) 
Fees apply; rain or shine 
Friends of the Library Annual 

Meeting 
Monday, May 11 | 1:15–2:15 

p.m.
Genealogy Group 
Monday, May 11 | 4:00–5:30 

p.m.
CrafterNOON: Mandala Rock 

Painting 
Tuesday, May 12 | 1:00–2:00 p.m.
Ages 17+; registration required 
The Words & Wisdom of Willie 

Nelson 
Thursday, May 14 | 6:00–7:45 

p.m.
Performance by Matt York 
 Book Talk: Chasing Bandits 
Saturday, May 16 | 11:00 

a.m.–12:15 p.m.
With author Michael E. Neagle 
Cook the Book Club 
Monday, May 18 | 6:00–7:00 

p.m.
Emily Dickinson Lecture 
 Tuesday, May 19 | 1:00–2:00 

p.m.
 Registration required 
 Library Book Group 
 Thursday, May 28 | 6:00–7:30 

p.m.
Book: Beautiful Ugly by Alice 

Feeney 
Spring Bowl Planting (Bemis 

Farms) 
Thursday, May 28 | 6:00–7:30 

p.m.
Ages 17+; registration required 

Children & Family Programs
Once Upon a Storytime 
Mondays, 10:00 a.m.–10:45 p.m.

Ages 3–5 
Sunflowers with Kelcy 
Thursday, May 7 | 5:30 p.m.
Deb’s Sing & Swing 
Friday, May 8 | 10:30–11:15 a.m.
Wiggles & Giggles (6–24 

months) 
Thursdays (May 14, 21, 28) 
10:00–10:30 or 10:45–11:45 a.m.
Registration required 
Yoga for Children 
Friday, May 15 | 11:00–11:45 

a.m.
Ages 3–5 

Teen Programs
Dungeons & Dragons 
Thursdays, 6:00–7:30 p.m.
Ages 14–19 
Off the Hook Crochet Club 
Thursday, May 7 | 6:00–7:00 p.m.
Ages 12–17 
Cake Decorating 101 
Thursday, May 21 | 5:00–7:00 

p.m.
Ages 14+; registration required 

Registration Information
Register online at www.craw-

fordlibrary.org 
 Or call 508-949-8021 

of sheep, known for its fine, soft 
wool. He imported 4,000 of them 
back to his farm in Weathersfield, 
Vermont.

Those 4,000 sheep eventually 
surpassed a million and a half in 
the next two decades. The boycott 
of British goods during the War 
of 1812 was an additional boon to 
New England’s farmers. Wessels 

believes that it was during this 
thirty-year period that most of 
New England’s stone walls were 
built to pen the Merino sheep.

But by 1840, as prices plum-
meted, new markets opened, and 
land became available for farming 
in the west; New England’s sheep 
farms were being abandoned, 
and by 1900 more than half of 
the cleared land was reforested 
once again. Today, these pictur-
esque walls that once meandered 
through fields and pastures can be 
found throughout our forests.
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SPORTS

Savaeh Perry, Bartlett Track
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTSWRITER

Having transferred into Bartlett 
High School prior to her 
junior year, Savaeh Perry 

considered herself a volleyball 
player and was intent on playing 
the sport for her new school. How-
ever, her friends convinced her to 
come out for the track team during 
the winter season, and it was here 
she found a love of throwing.

“My friends were on the track 
team, and they enjoyed running so 
they convinced me to join,” Perry 
said. “I tried running and at first I 
really didn’t like it, but I have since 
come to accept it and run the 100 
and 200.”

Not really finding herself into 
the running scene in the begin-
ning, Perry was glad to try other 
events when her coach approached 
her. It was here that she came 
across the throwing events, 

something that she would come 
to love. While she loved throwing 
in general she was not fond of the 
shot-put right from the get-go. 

In throwing the shot-put she 
found that the pit was much small-
er than the discus and too compact 
for her liking. She didn’t like the 
confined feeling and really was not 
into the event and almost imme-
diately gave it up. On the flip side 
Perry found that the discus had a 
larger throwing space and she felt 
comfortable there. While she did 
improve her discus throwing that 
first year it was nothing extreme. 

Following the spring track 
season of her freshman year she 
took home the discus for the sum-
mer and continued to work on her 
throwing. At this time, she was just 
figuring out how to get the best 
out of her throwing. The following 
year she would be shown the spin 
throw, which she noted took her 
the next three years to perfect. 

The discus spin throw is a 1.75 
rotational throwing movement 
designed to maximize a thrower’s 
centrifical force and velocity. The 
thrower starts at the back of the 
circle rotating toward the front 
while focusing on the lower body’s 
speed so that you can get a power-
ful and balanced release of the 
discus. 

Last year, Perry’s first season with 
the Indians, she added the javelin to 
her repertoire as she was looking for 
another throwing event but didn’t 
want any part of the shot-put. She 
feels that she has been able to toss 
the javelin a good distance in only 
doing it for a short time.	

While at Bartlet High School she 

has been a two-time captain for the 
track team and last year won the 
Coaches Award.

“As a first-year athlete here she 
was a silent leader, but one that 
is very consistent in her events,” 
Bartlett girls track coach Chris 
Nasis said. “She threw the discus 
and javelin while taking part in the 
sprints for us and started to come 
into her own.’

Coach Nasis found that Perry 
was inconsistent and seemed to 
foul a lot while learning the discus 
spin throw. Originally, the accuracy 
wasn’t there as well, but she began 
to move in the right direction 
and now seems to have it under 
control.

This year Perry has been the 
team’s number one scorer each 
meet. She has thrown the discus a 
personal best this year at 67’ 10”; 
the javelin at 67’ 9” and run the 200 
meter with a time of 33.2 seconds. 

“Savaeh is the type of kids who 
will do just about anything to help 
out the team,” Nasis said. 

Coming into her final track 
season with Bartlett and as the 
team’s one and only captain Nasis 
is looking for her to go out and 
lead this team.

“Last year I wanted her to go out 
and try to recruit some athletes for 
the track team,” the coach said. “I 
told her to get as many kids as she 
could. She got 35 kids recruited; we 
haven’t had those type of numbers 
in a long time.”

At the time of this writing Perry 
was taking part in four events for 
Bartlett this spring season. Ac-
cording to the coach, thus far the 
senior had achieved four personal 
records, five seasonal records while 
finishing in first place three times, 
2 second place finishes and a third-
place finish. She currently ranks 
number one on the team for the 
most points scored for the Indians 
thus far. Next year she is heading to 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst to study Pre Vet / Animal 
Science. While at UMASS she is 
hoping to join a vol-
leyball club team.HOMEOWNERS

WELCOME!V
IS

IT
 U

S 
FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

WORK ON YOUR WELLNESS IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME!
NON-INTIMIDATING, NO DISTRACTIONS, FOCUS IS ALL ON YOU!

ONE ON ONE, DUO, OR TRIO 
TRAINING AVAILABLE

MOBILITY WORK

NUTRITION GUIDANCE

kareekoliss@gmail.com
508-826-7064
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

 Serving the Blackstone Valley and the Serving the Blackstone Valley and the
 Surrounding Towns in Worcester County Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster

For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$500500

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$525525
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$550550
Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs

Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

HappyHappy
Memorial DayMemorial Day

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

Boating Safety Course May 16
The United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla, 
Massachusetts will be instruct-

ing two upcoming boating safety 
classes that meet current state 
mandated educational require-
ments.

The BOAT AMERICA COURSE 
is offered in a one-day format 
developed to provide the skills and 
confidence needed to explore the 
coast and inland waters by boat.  
Basic knowledge and skills are 
needed to have safe and enjoyable 
boating experiences.  This course 
is perfect for families that have 
just purchased any type of boat 
or are planning to in the future, 
and for the boater keeping up 
with changes to boating regula-
tions and laws.  Basic marlinespike 
seamanship (knots etc.) will also 
be included.  Successful comple-
tion of the course will certify any 

minor, from 12 to 16 years of age, 
to operate a powerboat, including 
a Personal Water Craft / Jet Ski (for 
16 & 17-year-old operators), on all 
Massachusetts waters; in conjunc-
tion with the Mass. Environmental 
Police.  Approved by National As-
sociation of State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators (NASBLA) it will also 
cover the requirements to operate a 
vessel in most other states & many 
countries where boating safety 
education is mandatory including 
RI and CT.  

The Hanson-Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed into Mass. Law, 
will now requires ALL Mass. mo-
torboat operators to complete an 
approved Safe Boating Certificate 
course before April 1, 2026, for 
anyone born after 1/1/1998, and 
by April 1, 2028, for boaters born 
before 1/1/1998.  Enforcement of 
the new law will begin on Septem-

ber 1, 2026.  This course meets 
the new Mass. requirement.  Most 
boating insurance companies offer 
a discount on premiums for suc-
cessful completion of this course.  
Participants 16 years old and under 
must be accompanied, in person, 
by a registered parent/guardian.  

SPACE IS LIMITED so register 
soon:

Webster Fire Department 
Classroom, 55 Thompson Road, 
Webster 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

The registration deadline is May 
10. Contact our Public Education 
Officer Phil Kubat for registration 
or additionalinformation: email 
phil.uscgaux@verizon.net or call 
508 -478-3778.

To locate the BA meeting cer-
tification requirements, and other 
USCG Auxiliary courses offered go 
to:  https://www.cgaux.org/boat-
inged/class_finder/index.php

Dudley Senior Center – Upcoming Events & Activities
Special Event

Thursday, May 21
Memory Café: 12:00 noon 
Mother’s Day Brunch Celebra-

tion 
Featuring music by Sandy 

Allen 
Cost: $5 per person 

Seating Limit: 45 people 
Reservation Information:
RSVP by calling 508-949-8015 

or sign up at the Senior Center 
24-hour notice required for 

cancellations 
No-shows will be charged $5 

Weekly Activities
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.: Pitch 

League 
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.: 

Knitting Group 

Meal Program
Tri-Valley Lunches: Served 

Mondays and Thursdays 

Holiday Closing
The Senior Center will be 

closed Monday, May 25 in obser-
vance of Memorial Day 
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

NOW OFFERING HOUSE CALLS
Webster Lake Veterinary Hospital delivers high-quality veterinary 
    care with a warm, family-like touch. As a privately owned, 
         well-established small animal hospital, we focus 
              on preventative medicine, client education, 
                    and personalized treatment plans for 
                          every stage of your pet’s life.

SERVICES:
 Wellness Care and Immunizations
 Dental Care
 Surgery
 Radiology / Ultrasound
 Hospice & Euthanasia

Mention this ad and new clients will receive $10 off

Luke, and the Shape of Everyday Love

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Dog people share an unspoken 
understanding. The early 
mornings, the muddy floors, 

the constant responsibility - none 
of it feels like a burden once you’ve 
known the joy. We scroll through 
endless photos not out of boredom, 
but because each one captures a 
personality we feel lucky to wit-
ness. To those outside this quiet 
club, the devotion can seem exces-
sive—confusing, even. Why invest 

so much emotion 
in an animal?

What binds 
us isn’t just 

affection. It’s the 
depth of connec-
tion. Living with a 

dog means sharing 
routines, space, and 
a steady companion-

ship that gradually weaves itself 
into the structure of daily life. 
Over time, their presence stops 
feeling separate and starts to feel 
essential.

That depth of connection 
makes the absence disorienting. 
Not greater than other losses, but 
different - like something foun-
dational has shifted. The grief 
reflects the bond. And the bond 
is worth understanding.

Living with Luke has given 
me a few answers.

Unconditional Love
The only thing I must 

prove to Luke is that I’m alive, 
present, and walking through 
the door. He isn’t concerned 
with my accomplishments or 
failures. If anything, he seems 
to prefer me undone - no 
makeup, salt on my skin after 
long days teaching cardio 
dance classes.

Nothing compares to the 
greeting I receive when I come 
home.

Mom! You’re back!
I collapse to the floor as Luke 

spirals around me in joy, per-
forming what I’ve come to call 
“The Happy Dance.” His excite-
ment is so pure it feels medici-
nal, dissolving the weight of an 
eight-class week. I laugh despite 
myself. Sometimes he laps at my 
ears until the tickling becomes 
unbearable, and my laughter 
only encourages him further. We 
meet each other there—in a mo-

ment that asks nothing and gives 
everything.

Happy Habits
Luke also reminds me, quietly 

and persistently, how to live well.
He seeks sunlight. He wants 

to be outside - walking, wander-
ing, simply existing in the day. 
Thunderstorms aside, he doesn’t 
waste energy on what he can’t 
control. He doesn’t hold grudges. 
He gravitates toward warmth 
- toward people, toward connec-
tion.

He has his own sense of duty, 
too. Ever watchful, he monitors 
the neighborhood with the seri-
ousness of a seasoned guard.

Woo woo woo! Mom, I’m not 
trying to alarm you, but that van 
driver is definitely looney.

His instincts may be exagger-
ated, but his intention is not. He 
cares about his surroundings. He 
participates in life fully.

Quirky 
Routines

Dogs are masters of presence. 
They show up the same way 

every day—fully, faithfully, 
without hesitation.

Luke, one fine example, ap-
pears in the laundry room, nose 
first.

Hi Mom. You missed some-
thing.

Before I can intervene, he’s 
trotting proudly through the 
kitchen, a pair of underwear 
dangling from his mouth like a 
trophy. Ridiculous, yes - but de-

LUKE
continued on page 11 

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Fire Dept. • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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LUKE
continued from page 10

REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Three Things That Are Not Going to Happen in Today’s 
Housing Market
There’s a lot of uncertainty right 

now and that’s leading to some 
dramatic headlines. If you’re 

thinking about buying a home, 
that can make you feel a little less 

sure about 
your 
decision. 
A recent 
study by 
CNBC 
asked 
homebuy-
ers what 
they’re 
most 
worried 
about, 
and three 

themes kept coming up again and 
again: mortgage rates, the number 
of homes for sale and home prices.

But a lot of what you may be 
hearing on those is based more on 
misconceptions and not facts. So, 
let’s break it down and separate fact 
from fiction.

Misconception #1: “I’ll Just Wait, 
Because Mortgage Rates Are Going 
to Fall Dramatically”

One idea making the rounds on 
social is that mortgage rates are 
going to drop dramatically soon. 
So, it’s better to wait to buy. But is 
that really what’s expected? While 
mortgage rates have come down a 

bit in the last few weeks, forecasts 
don’t show a major drop ahead. 
The most likely scenario is that 
rates stay somewhere in the low 6 
percent range this year. That’s not 
a big change from where rates are 
now. Of course, this depends on 
where inflation and the economy 
go from here. But, based on what 
we know today, waiting for a big 
drop in rates may not work out 
the way some people hope. Not to 
mention, even with rates where 
they are today, it’s already more 
affordable than a year ago. So, even 
if they don’t change much, it’s still 
better than it was.

Misconception #2: “There Are 
Too Many Homes for Sale Right 
Now”

You’ve probably heard inven-
tory is up, and nationally, it is. The 
number of homes for sale is 8 per-
cent higher than this time last year. 
But that’s not a bad thing. In fact, 
it’s one of the reasons buyers have 
a bit more breathing room right 
now. The problem is, the headlines 
are making something good, sound 
bad. They’re focusing on how this 
is the most inventory we’ve had 
since 2019 or how many homes 
builders are building. That can 
make it sound like the number of 
homes for sale is rising too far, too 
fast. But that’s not what the bigger 

picture shows. Data from Real-
tor.com proves that, even though 
inventory is up compared to last 
year, it’s still nearly 14 percent 
lower than it was during the last 
normal housing market (2017-
2019).  While it can vary a lot 
based on where you live, only nine 
states have more inventory than 
pre-pandemic today. That’s a key 
reason why there still aren’t enough 
homes for sale to trigger something 
like the crash back in 2008.

Misconception #3: “Home Prices 
Are About to Crash”

You’ve probably seen this one, 
too. The confusion comes from 
the fact that some metros are 
experiencing slight price declines.  
Influencers are running with that 
and saying prices are crashing but 
that’s not the reality. Most areas 
are seeing prices rise, not fall and 
that’s because many homeowners 
aren’t selling because they don’t 
want to give up the low mortgage 
rate they locked in a few years 
ago. That is limiting on how much 
inventory can grow. Since inven-
tory is still below pre-pandemic 
norms, there aren’t enough homes 
for sale to cause a price crash. Even 
in markets with more inventory, 
some sellers are choosing to pull 
their homes off the market instead 
of cutting prices. Those are three 

big reasons prices aren’t headed 
for a crash. Even in the markets 
experiencing mild declines, the 
price drops aren’t enough to cancel 
out the big gains most homeown-
ers have seen in the last five years. 
That’s not a crash, it’s just prices 
moderating after a few record-

breaking years.
Online posts are going to make 

things sound worse than they are. 
If you want a true, factual look at 
what’s really happening in today’s 
market, contact The Marzeotti 
Group or a trusted REALTOR.

28 Years Experience (508) 864-1037

PLUMBING            PLUMBING            
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Charlton Mechanical 

pendable. He is as much a part of 
my daily rhythm as the sunrise.

In quieter moments, his pres-
ence softens. When I settle onto 
the couch, he waits.

Hi. It’s just me. I was wonder-
ing if you might consider snug-
gling. 

He doesn’t jump or demand. 
He sits, steady and patient, mak-
ing his case with nothing but eye 
contact. I give in. How could I 
possibly say no to the bear cub 
resting at my feet? He climbs up 

and rests his head on my chest, 
heavy and warm. I pet him gen-
tly, aware of something I try not 
to dwell on too often: time moves 
differently for him.

Every moment, then, feels a 
little more significant.

Living with a dog doesn’t just 
add something to your life - it 
rearranges it. Not loudly, not 
all at once, but in small, steady 
ways that become impossible 
to ignore. And maybe that’s the 
answer. It’s not that we invest too 
much in them. It’s 
that they show 
us, every day, 

what it looks like to give with-
out measuring, to stay without 
question, and to love without 
condition.

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG livingwithluke-
valentino
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR 
continued on page 13 

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Clearing Up the Backup Camera
Q. My question concerns my 

2016 Mazda6 backup cam-
era. It is just not as bright 

as it once was. I have tried clean-
ing it with a Zeiss lens wipe and 
increased the brightness setting to 
max, but little has changed. Any 
thoughts on other steps I can take?

A. The first step is to check 
for any wiring or con-
nection issues. Try gently 

moving the wiring or even tapping 
on the trunk lid to see if the image 
changes—if the camera flickers, 
that can point to a wiring concern. 
Also inspect the lens closely; over 
time, it can become hazy or pitted, 
which reduces image quality. If 
there is no change, the camera 
itself may be nearing the end of its 
service life. It’s not uncommon for 
backup cameras to degrade after 

eight - ten years due to mois-
ture intrusion or sensor wear. A 
replacement camera from Mazda 
can be costly—around $500–$600 
plus labor—so you may also want 
to consider a quality aftermarket 
option.

Q. I have a 2023 BMW 330 
xDrive coming off lease in 
three months. I would like 

your insight on whether to buy it 

out for $28,000 plus tax or start 
a new lease. The interesting part 
is that by then the car will have 
only 3,000 miles. There is also the 
option of buying a BMW extended 
warranty.

A. Based on the numbers, you 
would likely be getting a 
very good deal by purchas-

ing your BMW. At the time of writ-
ing, wholesale (trade-in) values ap-
pear to be in the $30,000–$33,000 
range, while private sale values 
could be in the $32,000–$35,000 
range, depending on condition and 
market demand. With such low 
mileage, keeping the car makes a 
lot of sense—especially if you’re 
satisfied with it. As the factory war-
ranty will expire in a few years, a 
BMW extended warranty is worth 
considering for peace of mind, 
given the potential cost of repairs.

Q. I see you mention Harbor 
Freight tools and equip-
ment from time to time. 

Are the Icon brand tools as good as 
the “tool-truck” tools?

A. There is a lot of debate on 
this topic. I recently pur-
chased four Icon 10-mil-

limeter sockets (two 1/4-inch drive 
and two 3/8-inch drive) for about 
$10 total. By comparison, a single 
3/8-inch drive deep socket from a 
tool-truck brand can cost $20 or 
more. Considering how commonly 
10mm sockets are used and mis-
placed, the value is hard to ignore. 
While tool-truck brands may still 
have an edge in finish and long-
term durability, the Icon line offers 
very good quality for the price and 
is a solid choice for many users.

Q. My 2016 Toyota 4Run-
ner seems to go through 
brakes at a rapid pace. I am 

not an aggressive driver—I tend 
to slow down gradually and avoid 
hard braking whenever possible. 
However, at 99,000 miles I have re-

placed the brakes and rotors at 
least four times and calipers three 
times. Right now the brakes vibrate 
at highway speeds, and I am taking 
it in again for service. It has been 
suggested that the parts my local 
garage uses may be inferior. (This 
last issue began 
after an emer-
gency stop to 
avoid a colli-
sion.) Can you 
recommend 
high-quality 
parts so I don’t 
feel like I’m 
replacing 
brakes every 
time I get gas?

A. Akebono makes excellent-
quality brake components, 
and OEM Toyota parts are 

also very reliable. I have also had 
good results with PowerStop brake 
components, which offer coated 
rotors that help resist rust buildup. 
That said, the frequency of your 
repairs suggests something beyond 
just parts quality. In many cases, 
repeated brake issues are caused by 
improper installation, combined 
with sticking caliper slide pins or 
seized caliper pistons Brake vibra-
tion is often the result of uneven or 
excessive wheel lug torque, or rust 
and debris on the hub surface that 
prevent the rotor from mounting 
evenly. This can lead to what feels 
like “warped” rotors. Proper clean-
ing of the hub and correct torque 
using a torque wrench are criti-
cal. It would be worth discussing 
installation procedures with your 
shop or seeking a second opinion.

Q. My 2019 Toyota Avalon 
warranty is over in August. 
Do car dealers accept ser-

vice contracts from companies like 
CarShield and Endurance? I typi-
cally go to the dealer for mainte-
nance. Is there a warranty company 
you would recommend?

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

>  edwardjones.com  | Member SIPC

RET-4395J-A-E-DA  AECSPAD  28620168

Let’s work together to find the right strategy to help 
keep you on track. Contact me today to get started.

You’re retired. Your money isn’t. 

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Saving for Retirement: Are You Guessing or Planning?
Let’s say you dream of spending 

your retirement mornings on 
a warm beach, coffee in hand, 

waves rolling in. To get there, you 
had a simple plan: save $1 mil-
lion and buy the beach house you 
always wanted.

 But when retirement arrives, 
reality hits. 
After ac-
counting for 
keeping your 
current home, 
everyday 
expenses and 
health care, 
$1 million 
doesn’t stretch 
as far as you 
thought, and 

the beach house remains a dream. 
The problem wasn’t your disci-
pline – it was that your number 
was never really your number. It 
was arbitrary, not anchored to what 
your ideal retirement would actu-
ally cost.

How can you make sure your 
retirement number is right for you?

A solid savings goal starts with a 
clear picture of the retirement you 
want. Think through where you 
plan to live, whether you’ll keep 
your current home or downsize, 

how much you plan to travel, if 
you’ll help children and grandchil-
dren financially and what health 
care might cost you later in life. 
Build a realistic monthly budget, 
then multiply by 12 months to 
find your annual need. Adjust this 
amount for inflation until the first 
year of retirement.

Then, multiply that figure by 25 
to get a sense of how much may 
be needed to save. It’s a formula 
based on the idea of withdraw-
ing 4 percent annually from your 
savings, assuming you retire in 
your mid-60s. If you need $60,000 
a year, your target is around $1.5 
million. You may need more or less 
depending on your lifestyle, health, 
unexpected expenses, Social Secu-
rity benefits and other income. No 
single rate or strategy will work for 
everyone. A financial advisor can 
help you determine your number 
and strategy.

Once you know your target, the 
path forward becomes clearer. Here 
are a few tips for next steps:

Start early. The sooner you begin 
saving, the more time compound 
interest has to work in your favor. 
Small amounts set aside auto-
matically each paycheck have the 
opportunity to grow significantly 

over decades.
Live below your means. Spend-

ing less than you earn is one of the 
most powerful wealth-building 
habits. When your income rises, 
save and invest the difference in-
stead of upgrading your lifestyle.

Keep your debt under con-
trol. Since credit cards and other 
high-interest debt can slow your 
progress, pay off balances monthly 
when possible.

Invest consistently. If your em-
ployer offers a 401(k), aim to con-
tribute at least 10%-15% of your 
salary, and increase your contribu-
tions after every raise. If you max 
out your 401(k), a traditional IRA 
or Roth IRA may offer additional 
tax-advantaged growth (eligibility 
and contribution limits apply).

Boost your income when you 
can. Develop new skills, ask for 
a raise or explore a side income. 
Every extra dollar saved moves you 
closer to your goal.

The difference between a retire-
ment you love and one full of com-
promises often comes down to the 
planning you do today. Know your 
real number, build a solid plan and 
get the right help along the way.

This article was written by 

Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Please contact Dennis Anto-
nopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, 

MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 
or dennis.antonopoulos@edward-
jones.com.  

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

A. This is always a difficult 
question. Keep in mind 
that extended warran-

ties—more accurately called 
service contracts—cover repairs, 
not routine maintenance. Many 
dealerships will accept third-party 
service contracts, but coverage 
and ease of claims can vary widely. 
If you’re considering additional 
coverage, it’s often safest to go with 
a manufacturer-backed plan or 
one offered through a reputable 
organization such as AAA. Over 
the years, many aftermarket war-
ranty companies have come and 
gone, sometimes leaving customers 
without coverage, so it’s important 
to choose carefully and read the 

fine print.

Q. My neighbor showed me 
pictures of his family’s 
Rolls-Royce, which he 

claims was made in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. When I did some 
research, it looked like New Eng-
land was once an automotive hub. 
What happened?

A. Yes, there were once 
dozens of vehicle manu-
facturers in New England, 

particularly in the early 1900s. 
Some produced thousands of 
vehicles, while others built only 
a handful. The industry changed 
dramatically over time, especially 
during and after the Great Depres-
sion. There wasn’t a single cause for 
the decline—it was a combination 
of factors such as labor costs, ac-
cess to materials, supplier net-

works, and increasing competition 
from larger manufacturers in other 
regions. For example, General Mo-
tors closed its Framingham, Mas-
sachusetts plant in 1989. Today, 
companies like Factory Five Racing 
in Wareham, Massachusetts are 
among the few remaining low-vol-
ume manufacturers in the region. 
Events such as the Bay State Motor 
Festival in Framingham help 
showcase the area’s rich automo-
tive history, including brands like 
Knox, Stanley Steamer, and Indian 
Motorcycle.

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-KNIGHTEDU-KNIGHTED

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable



14  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • May 8, 2026

Happenings!

For reservations, event tickets, and more information, visit www.samuelslaters.com.  
RESTAURANT HOURS: Wed-Fri, 4PM-9PM | Sat, 12PM-9PM | Sun, 12PM-8PM

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

WEEKLY SPECIALS••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••

ABRAXAS:  
SANTANA TRIBUTE BAND • MAY 16

FIDDLE FIRE:  
A CHARLIE DANIELS TRIBUTE BAND • MAY 22

PAPER IN FIRE:  
JOHN MELLENCAMP ANTHOLOGY • MAY 23

AQUANETT • MAY 24

COMEDY NIGHT WITH KEVIN FLYNN & GUESTS • MAY 30

AMERICA 250:  
THE LIVE BAND MUSICAL GAME SHOW • JULY 10

PRIME RIB
WEDNESDAY
12OZ PRIME RIB + TWO SIDES FOR $25

STARTING AT 4PM
EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

4PM TO 6PM

HAPPY
HOUR 3 COURSES FOR $25  

OR PASTA ALLA RUOTA FOR $30
4PM TO 9PM

AL DENTE
THURSDAY

PASTA NIGHT

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
• Volunteer Work Session, Waters Farm, 53 
Waters Road, West Sutton.
• The Friends of Charlton Public Library will 
hold a Book Sale on Saturday, May 9, from 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Dexter Hall, second 
floor inside the Charlton Public Library. Cur-
rent members in good standing are invited 
to a preview on Friday, May 8 from noon 
to 4:30 p.m. Donations of cash, check, and 
Venmo will be accepted during the sale.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
Antique Tractor Pull Competition at Waters 
Farm, 53 Waters Road, West Sutton. 
Registration for tractor owners starts at 9 
a.m. The pull competition starts at 10 a.m. 
and ends when the last tractor pulls the 

heaviest load over the finish line. Free. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14
• Time to stock up on summer books for 
your summer reading!  The Friends of the 
Gladys E. Kelly Library, 2 Lake Street, Web-
ster, are holding a book sale from 9 a.m. – 8 
p.m. The sale will also run on Friday, May 15 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Saturday, May 16 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
You will find a wonderful selection of adult 
and children’s books, paperback $.50, hard 
copy $1, coffee table books $5 and a bag 
of books for only $5. Also for sale: games, 
jigsaw puzzles, CDs and DVDs. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15
• Booklovers’ Gourmet, located at 72 East 
Main Street in Webster, is hosting “Fins and 
Feathers”, a small works show of paintings 
by local artist Linda Littleton in its cafe 
gallery May 1-30. The works will include 
watercolors, prints and acrylics of some of 
our favorite feathered friends and fish and 
may be viewed during normal business 
hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m., 
Wednesday 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. The public is 
invited to a meet the artist reception with 
light refreshments on Friday, May 15, 5-7 
p.m. For more information call 508-949-
6232.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
• The 11th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day 
at River Ben Farm, 287 Oak Street, Uxbridge 
will be held from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. with a 
rain date on Sunday. Fishing will take place 
until 1 p.m. with awards at 1:30 p.m. There 
will be activities for the whole family with 
food and ice cream available for purchase. 
All ages and ability levels are welcome. 
Fishing poles, bail and instruction will be 
available with pre-registration and par-

ticipants are welcome to bring their own. 
Pre-registration will open on April 15 at 
openskycs.org/fishingday2026. This is a free 
event, but pre-registration iHosted by Open 
Sky Community Services and Blackstone 
River Watershed Association. 
• Calling all Gardeners, Growers & Farmers 
to the 5th Annual Dudley Grows Together 
Plant Hop The Dudley Agricultural Advisory 
Commission is excited to announce the 5th 
Annual Dudley Grows Together Plant Hop, 
taking place on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM — rain or shine. 
The Plant Hop is a community event that 
gives local Dudley farmers and garden-
ers the opportunity to sell vegetable and 
flower seedlings directly from their homes 
or growing locations throughout Dudley.  A 
map of participating locations will be cre-
ated and distributed by the Commission so 
visitors from Dudley and surrounding com-
munities can easily travel from stop to stop 
to shop for locally grown plants. New this 
year, the Agricultural Advisory Commission 
seeks Dudley residents who are interested 
in participating as plant sellers. Gardeners 
are welcome to sell vegetable or flower 
seedlings and plants (please note cannabis 
and hemp plants are not permitted). Resi-
dents who would like to participate should 
sign up by emailing ameradaholsteins@
charter.net or LLorkiewicz@dudleyma.gov 
so their location can be included on the 
official event map. The deadline to sign up 
as a seller is Monday, April 20, 2026.
• Saint Peter’s Parish in Northbridge is hav-
ing an Italian Chicken Dinner on Saturday, 
May 16th starting at 5:30 pm in the parish 
hall. Bring you family and friends for a won-
derful meal and meet some new friends. 
Tickets are $17 per dinner and include salad 
and dessert. To go meals will be available 
for pick up at 5:00pm. All orders must be 
purchased in advance by Tuesday, May 
12th. Please call 508-234-2156 or email the 
parish office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org for tickets.

SUNDAY, MAY 17 
• The Friends of the Auburn Public Library 
cordially invite you to Afternoon Tea, a fun-
draiser, 1– 4 pm at the Pakachoag Center, 
203 Pakachoag St. Auburn. Featured guest 
speaker Lewis Alderton, Beekeeper. Menu: 
A delicious assortment of finger sand-
wiches, savory delights, sweet treats and 
tea. $30 per person in advance (cash, check, 
PayPal). Space is limited, please reserve 
your seat. Email friendsofauburnplibrary@
gmail.com to reserve a seat, for payment 
methods, or a brochure. Brochures are also 
available in the lobby of the Auburn Public 
Library.

THURSDAY, MAY 21
• The Metacomet Land Trust will hold its 
annual meeting on Thursday, May 21, 
2026 starting at 6:30 pm with a busi-
ness meeting and the presentation of 
Community Spirit awards at the 
Sutton High School 
auditorium at 383 
Boston Road in 
Sutton. This will 

be followed at 7 pm by our guest speaker, 
Stefanie Covino. Covino is the Executive 
Director of the Blackstone Watershed Col-
laborative and she will discuss the impor-
tance of our land and water nexus. She will 
describe how the work of the Collaborative 
and Metacomet Land Trust is critical to the 
overall health of the communities where 
Metacomet works including Bellingham, 
Blackstone, Douglas, Franklin, Hopedale, 
Mendon, Millbury, Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Wrentham 
in south Central Massachusetts. We will 
also play a quick round of watershed trivia! 
Please join us as we all strive to know our 
watershed better. For more information, go 
to MetacometLandTrust.org.
• The Douglas Open Space Committee 
invites Douglas landowners to attend an 
informational session on how to protect 
their fields and forests. The event will be 
held on Thursday, May 21 at 6 pm at the 
Douglas Municipal Center at 29 Depot 
Street in the Resource Room. A Mass-
Woods land preservation webinar will be 
shown and Lisa Mosczynski, President of 
the area’s regional Metacomet Land Trust, 
will provide additional information and 
answer questions. Excellent permanent 
protection is available to landowners and 
can offer property tax reduction or elimi-
nation, be tailored to specific needs such 
as including a building envelope for future 
generations and offer peace of mind for 
estate planning. Permanent protection 
also has great public benefits including 
watershed protection, habitat preserva-
tion for flora and fauna and permanent 
protection for our farmland through 
agricultural preservation restrictions. 
Come find out more! For more information 
email openspace@douglas-ma.gov.

SATURDAY, MAY 23
• Second Annual Event! Free Kids’ Clothing 
giveaway and Family Fun Day.  Valley Cha-
pel is hosting  a fun day out for the family. 
From 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Youth Center, 
130 Douglas Road, Uxbridge.

MONDAY, MAY 25
• Parade Grand Marshal James Sundstrom 
will lead the Webster Memorial Day Parade. 
Schedule of Events for Memorial Day 
6:30 a.m. Start at Veterans Home, Webster.
7:25 a.m. - 8:10 a.m. Cemetery visits in 
Dudley (Corbin, Village, Town Common).
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Services at Dudley Town 
Hall, Calvary, St. Joseph, Sacred Heart, and 
Mt. Zion cemeteries.
11 a.m. Main Parade starts (Route 12/
Worcester Road to Webster Town Hall).
12:15 p.m. Urbanowski Memorial by the 
PAV Club.

JUNE 2
• BVT Band & Choir host concert at 7:30 
p.m. in the Competition Center at BVT, 5 
Pleasant Street, Upton. The music program 
at Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT) Conducted by 

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 15 

Amusements, Rides and Games

Next to the Town Common, Rte. 12 • Oxford, MA

OXFORD SPRING

Friday, May 22
6 to 10 pm

Saturday, May 23
12 to 10 pm

Sunday, May 24
12 to 6 pm

Monday, May 25
12 to 6 pm
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HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 14

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Open for Breakfast & Lunch
 7 days a week

Sun. & Mon. 7am-2pm, Tues. to Thurs. 7am-8pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm
Phone: (508) 832-2701      

For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142
or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...

Special MEAT RAFFLE 
SATURDAY, MAY 23

Proceeds benefit Auburn Little League

$10 
cover 

charge 
for all 
bands

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 

May 8 - Tony Soul Project
May 15 - TBD
May 22 - Fender Road
May 29 - Crocker Hill Band

Hypnosis Comedy 
Night- June 5
Watch for details

STREET FOOD

SOMETHINGSOMETHING
FOR FOR 

EVERYONE!EVERYONE!

Admission $5.00 - Admission $5.00 - 
Under 12 FREEUnder 12 FREE

Come meet owner/ 
driver Brian Tagg  #9
Winner of Thompson 

Speedway track
 championship 2015

School Board Policy: Only Service Dogs on PropertySchool Board Policy: Only Service Dogs on Property

Dr. Colton Cox, students will showcase their 
musical talents in a dynamic performance. 
The ensembles will perform a diverse selec-
tion of music spanning genres from folk and 
classical to pop and movie soundtracks and 
incorporate singing in multiple languages. 
This program is funded in part by grants 
from the Grafton, Northbridge and Upton 
Cultural Councils,
local agencies which are supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. Stu-
dents, families and community members 
are invited to attend the free performance, 
which is open to the public. 
	
TUESDAY, JUNE 16
• Regional musician and Dan Kirouac will 
bring his successful and singer Dan Kirouac 

will bring his program THE MUSIC OF 
MCcCARTNEY: The World’s Most Successful 
Songwriter to the Oxford Free Public Library 
on Tuesday, June 16th at 6:00 PM.
The program, delivered on piano and vocals, 
will explore the music of Paul McCartney 
from the Beatles years through Wings and 
into the 1980s, highlighted by information-
al commentary. Dan Kirouac is a 40-year 
veteran of the New England music scene, 
and has appeared in two long-term Beatles 
tribute bands from 2000 to 2022.
The program is free and open to the public.  
For more information, please call the 
library at (508) 987-6003. This program is 
sponsored by the Oxford Cultural Council, 
a local agency, which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
• Dudley's Town-wide Yard Sale! What better 

time for a yard sale than the end of spring-
cleaning season?  Office: 508-949-8030 Mo-
bile: 508-847-2206 The Dudley Recreation 
Commission has set its annual town-wide 
yard sale for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 20, with 
a rain date of June 27. Residents are invited 
to set up and sell at their home or at the 
Dudley Town Hall where free 10x10-foot 
spaces are available in the parking lot on 
a first-come, first served basis. A site map, 
prepared by the Recreation Commission, will 
guide bargain hunters to the sale locations. 
Participants are encouraged to register for 
free by June 6 to be included in a map. The 
maps will be available for a $3 donation at 
the Dudley Town Hall from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
To register, email recreation@dudleyma.
gov with your name, address, phone and 
description of the items for sale, or stop by 
the Recreation Office at Town hall.

SATURDAY, JULY 18 
• Northbridge Annual Fireworks Show. (Rain 
date July 19) Gates open at 5 p.m. Celebrate 
our nation’s 250th birthday with an evening 

of music, activities, food and a spectacular 
fireworks display at Northbridge Middle 
School in Whitinsville.

Reuben Jenckes’s Black Horse Tavern Ghost
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

This is an old ghost story dat-
ing back a few centuries. It is 
typical of the romantic tales of 

haunted places that Rhode Island 
has become famous for. This ac-
count has been told and retold in 
several antiquated tomes. A tavern 
called the Black Horse once stood 
in the middle of Scituate Village 
in Rhode Island. A man named 
Reuben Jenckes owned the estab-
lishment and was cordial to all who 
entered its door, whether it was 
food for the hungry, drink for the 
thirsty or lodging for the weary.

As the story goes, the ghost of a 
Narragansett Indian haunted the 
building out of embarrassment for 
an event that took place many 
years before while he was alive and 

visiting the hostelry. Some claim he 
also haunted the Black Horse 
Tavern because he preferred the 
nearby Pine Tree Tavern in life and 
wanted the business to migrate 
there.

The ghost haunted the family 
in the form of strange dreams. He 
would be seen by various family 
members in their dreams, point-
ing to someplace on the property 
before slowly walking toward 
where he was pointing. The vision 
was often followed by some sort of 
horrific nightmare.

One of the main recipients of 
the ghostly dreams was Reuben 
Jenkes’s daughter, Lucy. He often 
appeared to her while she slept, 
pointing toward the carriage house. 
In her dream, she would be 
compelled to follow him, but he 

would either vanish before reach-
ing the destination of his quest, or 
she would suddenly wake up.

One night, she saw the man in 
her dreams, but this time, she did 
not wake up and could follow 
him as he moved toward the car-
riage house, with each turn, point-
ing the way. The ghost led Lucy 
Jenckes to a loft in the carriage 
house where a coffin lay in the raf-
ters. The next day, Lucy ventured 
into the loft where she spied the 
coffin she had been led to in her 
nightly vigil. She slowly ambled, 
towed the box, and opened it. In-
side she found a dressmaker’s doll 
with its hair cut off. That is when 
an old tale came to light.

It is rumored that the Indian 
tried to scalp the doll in a drunken 
state, thinking it was a rude person 

who would not return his conversa-
tion. Thoroughly embarrassed by 
the act, the Narragansett chose to 
take his business down the road 
to the Pine Tree Tavern. The next 
night, the ghost requested that she 
remove the doll from the crime 
scene. She removed the doll, and the 
haunting supposedly ceased. 
Guests of the tavern still insisted 
the man was making his presence 
known, as many were jolted out 
of sound sleep in the night by 
frightening war cries. Some claimed 
to be pulled out of bed by the hair.

The tavern was used as a meet-
ing house and local social place. 
The second floor held ample 
amounts of revelers until all hours 
of the night. There were other tav-
ern owners, so the exact timeline of 
the haunting is unclear in records 

but is said to have taken place 
before the 19th century.

Deeds to such small towns with 
farming origins can become quite 
vague. What is clear is that licenses, 
which read for “Tavern, Ale, and 
Victualing House,” were handed 
out to early settlers like the Potters, 
Manchesters, Smiths, and Hopkins 
in the mid-18th century. Reuben 
Jenckes probably owned the Black 
Horse after 1800.

The structure is no longer a 
tavern, and various owners have 
experienced some strange occur-
rences or nothing. Whether the 
ghost still wanders the confines of 
the structure is a matter of 
conjecture. The building has long 
been renovated and sits on the cor-
ner of Danielson Pike and Route 
116 (East Road)
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

MATTRESS SALE!

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

DELUXE AIR FRY RANGE - Reg. $699.99 ............................................... $749
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................ $299
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99....................................................... $799
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 ......... $1,399
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................. $189
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99.................................... $489.99
FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99 ................... $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99............................ $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99..................... $499.99
WHIRLPOOL SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. $1,499.99 ................................. $1,049.99

A/C’s

PRE-
SEASON

SAVINGS!

Great
Selection!

GAS GRILL
SALE!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

END OF 
THE YEAR

TV
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!

’


