
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - 
Concerns about a growing homeless 
encampment near Rancho Murieta 
surfaced during Sacramento County 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez’s 
first community meeting in Rancho 

Murieta on May 4, after Rodriguez 
discussed a new county ordinance 
allowing authorities to clear illegal 
camping on both public and private 
property.

Speaking at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building, Rodriguez 
said Sacramento County recently 
strengthened its illegal camping ordi-
nance so the Sacramento County 

Sheriff’s Office could enforce camp-
ing restrictions on vacant private 
property as well as public land. She 
said the change was prompted by 
complaints about homeless encamp-
ments on large vacant lots, whose 
owners sometimes lived out of state 
or abroad.

Rodriguez said the revised 
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Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Two 
teenagers were killed and three oth-
ers critically injured early Sunday 
morning after a solo-vehicle crash 
and fire on Scott Road north of 
Latrobe Road near Rancho Murieta, 
according to the California Highway 
Patrol and Sacramento Metropolitan 

Fire District.
Authorities said five teenag-

ers were inside the vehicle when it 
struck a tree shortly after midnight 
and caught fire. The three surviving 
teenagers were transported to area 
trauma centers with critical injuries.

The crash occurred on the west 
side of Scott Road on the Pilliken 
Ranch property, according to rancher 
Leland Schneider, who leases the 

land for cattle grazing.
CHP officer Angie Monroe said 

she had limited information about the 
deceased victims, but identified the 
driver as a 16-year-old girl and the 
right front passenger as a 14-year-
old girl.

Monroe said passing motorists 
helped the three teenagers seated in 
the rear of the vehicle escape before 

Continued on page 9

Debris from the fiery accident along Scott Road can be seen eight hours later as rancher Leland Schneider, left, and his 
employee Ralph Para repair a fence damaged in an early morning solo accident on May 17. Two teenagers were killed and three 
others critically injured. 

Two Teens Killed, Three 
Injured in Fiery Crash

Homeless Camp Near Rancho Murieta Raises Concerns

Resident Carole Thames shows aerial photos of a homeless encampment off Stonehouse Road when Sacramento County 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez holds her first community meeting on May 4 in Rancho Murieta.

Supervisor 
Rodriguez 
Announces 
Scott Road 
Paving Plan

Paving of Scott Road from 
Boys Ranch Road south to 
Latrobe Road is planned for 
summer 2028.

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Supervisor Rosario 
Rodriguez used her first 
community meeting in 
Rancho Murieta on May 
4to deliver what she called 
a “surprise” announce-
ment: Sacramento County 
will now repave the full 
length of Scott Road 
between the area north 
of Boys Ranch Road and 
Latrobe Road, completing 
a long-sought project for 
Rancho Murieta residents.

Speaking at the meet-
ing at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building, 
Rodriguez said the county 
already planned to rehabil-
itate Scott Road north from 
Boys Ranch Road this 
summer, but she has now 
committed additional dis-
trict transportation funding 
to pave the southern stretch 
from Boys Ranch Road 
toward Rancho Murieta in 
a future phase scheduled 
for summer 2028. Scott 
Road connects to Latrobe 
Road, which then links 
to Stonehouse Road and 
Jackson Highway.

Rodriguez said the 
decision grew out of con-
versations with Sacramento 
County transportation offi-
cials when she first began 
reviewing district road pri-
orities last year.

“So, a year ago, when 
we looked at the map, 
when we looked at the 
map, I get very, very … I 
don’t get a lot of money,” 
Rodriguez said. “And I 
started asking questions, 
‘Where have we not paid 
attention to in the last 20 
years?’ And our DOT guy 
said, ‘Scott Road.’ And I 
said, ‘OK, let’s give Scott 
Road some love.’”

Rodriguez noted that 
she previously dedicated 
about $2.9 million in SB 
1 gas tax funding to reha-
bilitate the northern section 
of Scott Road from Boys 
Ranch Road northward, 



2 • River Valley Times	 	 MAY 22, 2026

ordinance, passed by the Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors last 
November, has already helped deputies 
respond more quickly to encampments. 

“The sheriff’s department has reported 
back very positive response to them being 
able to now enforce camping on both pri-
vate and public properties,” Rodriguez 
said.

The discussion prompted Rancho 
Murieta resident Carole Thames to raise 
concerns about what she described as 
an expanding homeless encampment off 
Stonehouse Road on property adjacent 
to the community. During the discus-
sion, Thames displayed a poster board 
with aerial surveillance photographs of 
the encampment to Rodriguez and the 
audience.

Thames said the property owner had 
advertised campsites on Nextdoor roughly 
two years ago and that what began as 
a small number of campers had grown 
substantially. 

“The first year there was maybe six, 
probably non-street legal campers, trailers, 
whatever on the property,” Thames said. 

“Now this has multiplied.”
According to Thames, the encampment 

is located roughly 1,000 feet from Rancho 
Murieta homes and close to Stonehouse 
Park.

“There’s no running water; there’s no 
sewer. There’s nothing out there,” Thames 
said.

Thames also expressed concern about 
wildfire danger and public safety, noting 
that residents worry a fire at the encamp-
ment could spread into Rancho Murieta 
under windy conditions. 

“We don’t want to become another 
Pacific Palisades or Paradise or something 
if the wind’s blowing the wrong way,” 
Thames said.

Rodriguez agreed that the encamp-
ment posed potential health and fire risks, 
including garbage accumulation, human 
waste and the risk of cooking fires. She 
assured residents the county would inves-
tigate the matter. 

“If you contacted 311, or if you sent it 
to Supervisor Rodriguez, we will get on 
it,” Rodriguez said.

Resident Bob Keil also reported hear-
ing gunfire in the area the previous night, 

which audience members said had been 
confirmed and was not fireworks.

Following the meeting, Thames said 
she continued communicating with the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office about 
the encampment. In a social media post 
the following week, Thames said sheriff’s 
officials had believed the encampment had 
previously been cleared, but updated pho-
tographs she submitted on May 5 showed 
the site had become active again.

According to Thames, the Sheriff’s 
Office sent a helicopter to survey the area 
on May 6 after receiving her information.

In a text message sent May 15 while 
traveling, Thames said the Sheriff’s Office, 
county code enforcement and the county 
planning department were all scheduled 
to inspect the area the next week, before 
the River Valley Times’ May 22 publica-
tion date. 

“Things should start moving next 
week,” Thames wrote. � H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Homeless Camp Near Rancho Murieta Raises Concerns

A screenshot from Flightradar24 shows a 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office helicopter 
circling over a homeless encampment and 
nearby in the Deer Creek Hills Reserve on 
May 6.

Perfect weather and high spirits mark opening day at the Summerfest Spray Park in Riverview 
Park on May 16. The Rancho Murieta Association Recreation Committee and Summerfest 
sponsored the event, which drew several hundred youngsters and family members. Volunteers 
served hot dogs, popcorn, chips and snow cones. At left, youngsters play in the water while 
parents and siblings relax on the grass. At right, Charlotte Mobley runs through a spray ring 
while her sister, Hazel, waits for her turn. See more photos at therivervalleytimes.com. Photos 
by Gail Bullen

Summerfest Spray Park Opens
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Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento County 
S u p e r v i s o r  R o s a r i o 
Rodriguez honored retir-
ing former Rancho Murieta 
Assoc ia t ion  Genera l 
Manager Rod Hart during 
her first community meet-
ing in Rancho Murieta 
on May 4, while Hart 
– despite officially retir-
ing days earlier – used the 
occasion to outline major 
projects and concerns fac-
ing the community.

Rodriguez presented 
Hart with a proclamation 
recognizing his 45 years of 
service to Rancho Murieta, 
tracing his career from 
maintenance worker in 
1981 to general manager 
and praising his role in 
shaping many of the com-
munity’s major facilities 
and infrastructure projects.

“I really appreciate your 
service,” Rodriguez told 
Hart. “Rancho Murieta is 
very special.”

Hart thanked Rodriguez 
for quickly respond-
ing when he contacted 
her office and thanked 
the community mem-
bers, board members and 
committee volunteers 
he worked with over the 
decades.

“This is very humbling,” 
Hart said. “It is an amaz-
ing community, and I look 
across this audience, and 
I couldn’t have achieved 
what I have achieved with-
out the members and board 
members and committee 
members and people like 
yourself.”

Transition to New 
General Manager
The meeting also served 

as an informal update on 
major Rancho Murieta 
Association projects and 
priorities.

Hart introduced new 
RMA General Manager 
Vicky Lentz, noting that 
she previously lived in 
Rancho Murieta, served 
on the RMA board and 
already has extensive 
familiarity with the com-
munity and governing 
documents. Lentz stood 
briefly for recognition 
but did not address the 
audience.

Hart said the leadership 
transition is currently the 

association’s top priority. 
“I no longer speak for 

the association, but I 
certainly love this associ-
ation,” Hart said, adding 
that he plans to help Lentz 
during the transition as 
needed.

Fireworks,  
Weed Abatement
Hart also discussed wild-

fire prevention efforts, 
saying the association’s 
weed abatement program 
was already underway 
across Rancho Murieta’s 
thousands of acres.

Fireworks enforcement 

emerged as another major 
topic during the meeting.

Rodriguez outlined a 
new county crackdown on 
illegal fireworks, includ-
ing increased enforcement, 
drone surveillance, public 
reporting through 311 and 
fines up to $10,000. She 
said fireworks problems 
have become especially 
severe in parts of Antelope 
and Orangevale.

Har t  s a id  Rancho 
Murieta also has experi-
enced significant problems 
with illegal fireworks in 
recent years. 

“That has been a huge 

problem here,” Hart said, 
noting that local law 
enforcement and security 
officers often spend the 
Fourth of July respond-
ing from one incident to 
another.

South Entrance, 
Perimeter Security
Hart also provided an 

update on long-discussed 
landscaping improvements 
and security upgrades at 
the south entrance.

He said some residents 
mistakenly believed recent 
work covering the former 
leaking fountain area with 

bark represented the final 
landscaping project. 

“So, rest assured, it is 
not,” Hart said.

Hart said the entrance 
redesign will include 
stacked stone replacing the 
existing blue tile, with the 
goal of creating a unified 
appearance between the 
north and south entrances.

The project also includes 
new perimeter fencing and 
controlled pedestrian gates 
designed to limit unautho-
rized access into the gated 
community. The south 
entrance work is expected 
first, followed later by sim-
ilar improvements at the 
north entrance.

Hart said resident bicy-
clists eventually will need 
to use designated pedes-
trian access gates rather 
than riding around vehicle 
gates.

He said the changes 
are partly being driven by 
online cycling websites 
that direct nonresidents to 
park at Bel Air and enter 
Rancho Murieta to ride 
trails within the gated 
community. 

“We have websites that 
have been brought to us 
that are actually statewide, 
and some of them nation-
wide, about the beautiful 
bike trails that we have 
inside the gates of Rancho 
Murieta,” Hart said.

Hart added that the asso-
ciation also continues 
working to stop unautho-
rized vehicle access after 
incidents involving nonres-
idents speeding through the 
community. 

“We have had nonmem-
bers clocked 80 miles an 
hour on the parkway,” Hart 
said. “That’s just totally 
unacceptable.”

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Supervisor Rodriguez Honors Rod Hart

Sacramento County Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez presents a proclamation to recently retired Rancho Murieta Association 
General Manager Rod Hart during her community meeting on May 4 at the RMA Building. Hart also explained upcoming 
community projects. 
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - A sharp debate 
over the location of 
Rancho Murieta’s pro-
posed emergency water 
storage tank and a broad 
review of next year’s cap-
ital improvement projects 
dominated the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
Improvements Committee 
meeting on May 6.

The committee also 
reviewed emergency cul-
vert work, a throttle valve 
project at the water treat-
ment plant and the district’s 
long-range infrastructure 
spending priorities.

The  Improvemen t s 
Committee is composed 
of Directors Bill Gere 
and Randy Jenco, Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder, Interim Operations 
Manager Travis Bohannon 
and other staff .  The 
committee looks at infra-
structure issues in depth 
and makes recommenda-
tions to the entire board.

Water Tank Site
The most contentious 

discussion came at the 
start of the meeting, when 
developer Bob Keil chal-
lenged committee chair 

Gere over efforts to recon-
sider the preferred site for 
a new emergency storage 
tank. Site 4 is located on a 
hill west of the water treat-
ment plant.

Keil said the board and 
engineers had already set-
tled on “Site 4” for the 
tank and accused Gere of 
working “secretly” with 
Interim General Manager 
Amelia Wilder to explore 
alternatives without the 
knowledge of the board, 
the public or the district’s 
contract engineer.

Gere rejected the char-
acterization, saying the 
district was simply review-
ing “the best location for 
the tank that is the least 
expensive and the best for 
the community.”

Gere argued that the dis-
trict should instead pursue 
a location near the exist-
ing water plant because it 
already owns the property. 
He said that would save 
the district the $900,000 
that the Rancho North 
developer was asking for 
the four acres at Site 4. 
Gere also mentioned that 
Rancho Murieta Properties 
was asking for $1.25 mil-
lion for the larger parcel.

RMP property manager 
Jeff Pearson responded to 
the price tag during pub-
lic comments. He said that 
district representatives 

(Interim General Manager 
Amelia Wilder and Interim 
Operations Manager Travis 
Bohannon) had approached 
RMP (Pearson and CFO 
Tony Valez) to discuss a 
purchase price for the site. 
Pearson said they initially 
asked whether the land 
could be gifted to the dis-
trict, which caught them 
off guard.  

“We are perfectly willing 
to negotiate, but I would 
not call it a negotiation ses-
sion at all,” he said.

“We gave a price based 
upon what we believe to 
be the market value of 
the property. We gave an 
option, and that was it,” 
Pearson added.

Committee Reviews 
CIP Priorities

Another major topic 
was the district’s revised 
Capital Improvements 
Project list for the coming 
fiscal year.

The CIP projects would 
be funded through dis-
trict reserves and were 
reviewed after Finance and 
Administration Director 
Cecilia Min asked staff to 
reduce the overall cost of 
the district’s infrastructure 
“wish list.”

One of the most signifi-
cant decisions was to keep 
the proposed Urban Water 
Management Plan project 

– estimated at roughly 
$500,000 – on the priority 
list despite mounting finan-
cial pressures.

The committee also 
discussed trimming or 
delaying several other proj-
ects to conserve reserves.

Among them was the 
water plant throttle valve 
project, which had orig-
inally been approved to 
automatically regulate 
water flows to the Rio Oso 
tank during periods of high 
demand.

Bohannon recommended 
effectively shelving the 
valve installation, arguing 
that operators could man-
ually control flows when 
needed rather than spend 
potentially thousands of 
dollars on automation.

“Last year, the dis-
trict had only a handful 
of days where that would 
potentially be needed,” 
Bohannon wrote in his 
staff report. “Since it is not 
an everyday thing, I don’t 

see the need to potentially 
spend $250,000 or more 
when the operator at the 
plant can manually close 
the valve for the 3 to 4 
hours needed.”

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g , 
Bohannon said the district 
had already spent some 
money on engineering and 
design work for the proj-
ect, including drawings for 
the valve and portions of 
the electrical design, but he 
recommended pausing fur-
ther work.

The committee agreed 
to forward the issue to 
the full board for further 
discussion.

Culvert Projects
The committee also 

received updates on two 
culvert repair projects.

A change order total-
ing $22,540 for emergency 
repairs at the 14th Hole 
North Culvert was for-
warded to the board after 
staff said saturated soil, 

bypass pumping and 
additional rock bedding 
increased costs beyond the 
original estimate.

Despi te  the  added 
costs, Veerkamp General 
Engineering still remained 
the low bidder on the proj-
ect, staff said.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e 
also learned that M3 
Construction had been 
awarded the Murieta 
Equestrian Center cul-
vert repair project with 
a bid of approximately 
$343,000, below a compet-
ing proposal of more than 
$386,000.

Other topics included 
updates on GIS mapping 
software, raw water stor-
age data, dam insurance 
and ongoing discussions 
on the Integrated Water 
Master Plan.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H
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Gere Pushes 
New Tank Site

This graphic from the Rancho Murieta Community Services District engineer depicts what 
had been the preferred site for a new water tank before the May 6 Improvements Committee 
meeting. Courtesy photoThank
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You’ve Voted! What’s Next?
Sacramento County  
Voter Registration and 
Elections Office 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- Voters can use the My Voter 
Portal (MVP) to check the sta-
tus of their voted ballot. Visit: 
https://myvoterportal.saccounty.
gov/LookupVoter.

Why Did I Receive a Notice 
About My Signature?

If we are unable to confirm that 
your signature on your pink Vote 
by Mail return envelope matches 
your signature on file, we will 
contact you to ensure your ballot 
is counted.

California law allows you the 
opportunity to correct your sig-
nature on your pink Vote by Mail 
return envelope up until two days 
before the election is certified.

To correct your signature, you 
may: print, complete, and return a 
Signature Verification Statement 
at VRE or any Vote Center; 
resolve your signature using My 
Voter Portal (MVP); or complete 
and return the letter we sent you 
using the postage-paid envelope.

Without your signature, your 
ballot will not be counted.

Where are the Election 
Results?

View the Election Results 
Schedule so you know when to 
expect the next update. View 
the schedule: elections.sac-
county.gov/content/vre/us/en/
election-information/june-2--
2026-statewide-direct-primary-
election--election-results.
html#gsc.tab=0.

Curious about what we still 
have left? Check out the What's 
Left to Process page at elections.
saccounty.gov/content/vre/us/
en/election-information/what-is-

left-to-count.html#gsc.tab=0 to 
see the work that continues. 

What Happens 
After Election Day?

Did you know?  Depending 
on the type of election, we have 
between 28 and 30 days to cer-
tify the election. After the polls 
close at 8 p.m. on Election Day, 
the work continues as we dili-
gently process, verify and ensure 
all eligible ballots are counted. 
Accuracy takes time.

The Official Canvass: 
Division 15, Chapter 4.

In this phase we audit and 
account for all ballots that were 
issued, voted, and those that were 
not used. This phase includes, 
but is not limited to, the follow-
ing tasks: 

Reconcile the number of bal-
lots counted, spoiled, canceled 
or invalidated due to identi-
fying marks, over-votes, or as 

otherwise provided by stat-
ute, with the number of votes 
recorded, including VBM and 
provisional ballots, by the vote 
counting system. 

Process and count any valid 
VBM ballots not included in the 
semi-final election results. These 
VBM ballots are returned on 
Election Day to our office, at a 
Vote Center, to an Official Ballot 
Drop Box location or timely 
via USPS.

Receive, confirm, and pro-
cess Signature Verification 
Statements.

Count any valid write-in votes. 
Duplicate any damaged bal-

lots, if necessary. 
Reporting final results to 

the governing board and the 
Secretary of State, as required.
Conduct the 1% Manual Tally: 
Division 15, Chapter 4, Article 5.

The 1% manual tally process 

validates the tabulation of ballots 
generated by the electronic vot-
ing equipment before certifying 
election results. Precincts uti-
lized for the 1% manual tally are 
selected at random by the elec-
tions official. For each contest not 
included in the 1% manual tally, 
an additional voting precinct with 
that contest will be selected and 
tallied. Coming Soon.

Process Conditional Voter 
Registration (CVR) ballots: 

California Code of Regulation. 
Title 2, Division 7, 

 Chapter 1, Article 3.5.
CVR extends the existing 

15-day registration deadline in 
California to eligible voters, 
allowing them to register and 
vote provisionally 14 days prior 
to an election through Election 
Day. Voters that are not registered 
must be processed using CVR.
Certify the Election: Division 

15, Chapter 4, Article 6.; 
Division 17.

Once the Official Canvass is 
complete, we will sign a certifi-
cate to certify the election results.

Election materials shall be 
sealed and retained for 22 months 
from the date of the election for 
federal elections and six months 
from the date of the election for 
local elections.

Recounts: California 
Code of Regulation. Title 2, 

Division 7, Chapter 8.
After we certify the election 

results, any voter may request for 
a recount within five (5) calen-
dar days. For more information 
about recounts, visit: elections.
saccounty.gov/content/vre/us/en/
recounts.html#gsc.tab=0.

For more information about the 
June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct 
Primary Election, visit: elections.
saccounty.gov/#gsc.tab=0. 

After the polls close at 8 p.m. on Election Day, the work continues as we diligently process, verify and ensure all eligible ballots are counted. Photo courtesy 
of Sacramento County Voter Registration and Elections Office 

Remote Accessible Voting Available in Sacramento County 
Sacramento County Voter 
Registration and Elections Office 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Voters 
can request and receive access to 
the Remote Accessible Vote by Mail 
(RAVBM) system.  The County of 
Sacramento has selected Democracy 
Live to provide this service.  The 
RAVBM system allows voters to 
download and mark their correct bal-
lot privately and independently using 
their own assistive technology, print 
their marked ballot and mail it to the 
Elections Office to be counted.

Watch the video on the RAVBM 
system at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=54-Xbg5Nbg4.

All registered voters in Sacramento 
County are eligible to use this system 

pursuant to California Elections 
Code section 3016.7. 

When
Access the service anytime, day 

or night, starting 29 days before an 
election.

How
Go online and enter your infor-

mation in My Voter Portal to obtain 
your correct ballot. Visit: myvoter-
portal.saccounty.gov/LookupVoter.

Voters can vote on any computer 
with internet access and a printer. 
Email vbm@saccounty.gov or call 
(916) 875-6155 for help with the 
RAVBM system.

Practice On Our 
Demo Site

Voters can now practice using a 
DEMO version of the RAVBM sys-
tem. This DEMO site simulates the 

RAVBM voting experience, allow-
ing voters to learn how to navigate 
and use the system in preparation for 
a real election. Voters can select their 
language and font size preferences in 
the top right corner, read and watch 
instructions on how to mark a ballot, 
and practice marking and printing a 
DEMO ballot. 

Note: This DEMO version of the 
RAVBM system is for demonstration 
purposes only and cannot be used to 
submit an Official Ballot. 

Visit: sites.omniballot.us/06067/
demo/app/home?pid=2.

Assistance for Voters 
with Disabilities

T h e  C o u n t y  o f  S a c r a m e n t o 
Voter Registration and Elections 
Department has a long-standing com-
mitment to work with voters with 

disabilities to help them exercise 
their right to vote.  Voters are encour-
aged to contact the Voter Registration 
and Elections Office at 916-875-6451 
or voterinfo@saccounty.gov with 
specific requests for assistance. 
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
County Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez 
used her first community meeting in 
Rancho Murieta on May 4 to outline 
countywide challenges ranging from 
homelessness and illegal fireworks to bud-
get pressures tied to federal funding cuts.

The meeting at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building drew county offi-
cials, community leaders and residents 
who questioned Rodriguez about issues 
affecting both Rancho Murieta and the 
county as a whole.

See separate stories in this issue on 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez’s surprise 
announcement about additional Scott 
Road paving and her presentation of a 
proclamation to recently retired Rancho 
Murieta Association General Manager 
Rod Hart.

From Migrant Roots  
to County Supervisor

Rodriguez opened with personal 
remarks about her background and path 
into public service.

She described growing up in a migrant 
farmworker family after her parents immi-
grated from Mexico and said she learned 
early the importance of hard work and 
education.

Rodriguez said she spent 24 years work-
ing in health care before opening her 
own restaurant business in Folsom about 
10 years ago. Sacramento County’s offi-
cial biography states that she launched a 
San Francisco-style taqueria in Folsom’s 
Historic District in 2016.

Before being elected to the Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors in November 
2024, Rodriguez served on the Folsom 
Cordova Unified School District board 
and later on the Folsom City Council, 
where she served as mayor when elected 
to the Board of Supervisors.

She said her district stretches from 
Rancho Cordova and Folsom south 
through Rancho Murieta and into the 
Delta communities, giving her responsi-
bility for a large, diverse area.

Rodriguez emphasized that she wanted 
the community meetings to provide direct 
access to county leadership and staff. 

“I want to make sure people know who 
to call and how to get help,” she said.

The County Board of Supervisors 
elected her chair in January.

County Budget Concerns
Rodriguez spent considerable time dis-

cussing the county’s worsening budget 
outlook, focusing on the impacts of H.R. 
1, the federal legislation commonly nick-
named the “Big Beautiful Bill.”

She explained that the county would 

have faced $40 million in costs under 
"normal conditions," but estimates have 
risen dramatically due to reductions in 
federal support.

According to Rodriguez, cuts to 
Medicaid, known in California as Medi-
Cal, and the federal SNAP food assistance 
program, known in California as CalFresh, 
could push the county’s financial exposure 
to $100 million or more.

She warned that counties throughout 
California are increasingly being asked to 
shoulder costs formerly covered through 
federal programs. 

“We are very concerned,” Rodriguez 
said. “Those are services people rely on 
every day.”

Rodriguez said Sacramento County is 
now negotiating with the state over which 
level of government will absorb various 
costs as federal funding support declines. 
She said county leaders are still trying to 
determine the full impacts while preparing 
for difficult budget decisions ahead.

Rodriguez also said she would oppose 
cuts to public safety services, arguing that 
unincorporated areas of the county, such 
as Rancho Murieta, would likely “get 
the short end of the stick” when budget 
reductions occur because resources are 
concentrated in more urban parts of the 
county.

Homelessness
Rodriguez also spoke at length about the 

county’s efforts to address homelessness. 
She said the county recently expanded its 
illegal camping ordinance to allow the 
Sheriff’s Office to clear homeless encamp-
ments on both public and private property, 
including vacant parcels where owners 
may be absent or live out of state.

She said sheriff’s Homeless Outreach 
Teams also work to connect homeless 
individuals with county services, includ-
ing behavioral health, addiction treatment 
and housing assistance, while breaking up 

illegal camps.
Resident Carole Thames raised con-

cerns about a homeless encampment 
located on privately owned property in 
the hilly area south of Stonehouse Park. 
Thames said she fears a fire could start in 
the encampment and quickly spread into 
the surrounding community.

Rodriguez acknowledged the concern. 
“That’s not OK,” Rodriguez said, 

referring to people living long-term on 
undeveloped private property without 
sanitation or utilities. She said the issue 
would likely involve both the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office and Sacramento 
County Environmental Management offi-
cials responsible for environmental health 
enforcement.

Rodriguez encouraged residents to con-
tinue documenting problems and reporting 
concerns so county agencies can track 
conditions and determine appropriate 
enforcement action.

Fireworks Enforcement
Rodriguez said illegal fireworks con-

tinue to create serious fire danger 
throughout Sacramento County, especially 
in Orangevale and Antelope.

Rodriguez said the county plans a strong 
enforcement campaign ahead of the Fourth 
of July and warned that people caught 
using illegal fireworks could face fines 
“up to $10,000.” She said the Sheriff’s 
Department plans to use drones, targeted 
enforcement areas and videos submitted 
through 311 to identify violators.

Rodriguez said videos and photos sub-
mitted by residents through 311 can help 
investigators identify violators. 

“We need the community’s help,” she 
said.

Construction Permit Delays
Resident Mike Martel questioned 

Rodriguez about ongoing frustrations 
with Sacramento County’s building permit 

process, particularly delays and difficulties 
encountered during construction projects.

The issue prompted responses from 
both Sacramento County Chief Building 
Official Greg Mahoney and Sacramento 
County Executive David Villanueva, both 
Rancho Murieta residents who attended 
the meeting.

Mahoney acknowledged past problems 
within the permitting system and said 
the county has been working to improve 
response times and coordination between 
departments.

Villanueva also addressed the issue, 
saying Sacramento County leadership rec-
ognizes the need for modernization and 
streamlining.

Both officials referenced ongoing work 
by Deputy County Executive Dave Devani 
to improve the county’s permitting and 
development processes.

Rodriguez said county staff would con-
tinue to work on reforms and encouraged 
residents to keep documenting specific 
problems so they can be addressed.

311 System
Rodriguez encouraged residents to 

make greater use of Sacramento County’s 
311 service system to report problems 
ranging from illegal dumping to road haz-
ards and code enforcement issues.

She described the system as one of the 
county’s most valuable tools because com-
plaints and requests can be tracked and 
routed to the appropriate departments.

Rodriguez urged residents not to assume 
someone else has already reported a 
problem. 

“If you see something, report it,” she 
said.

She also encouraged residents to contact 
her office directly by email with ongoing 
concerns or unresolved issues at supervi-
sorrodriguez@saccounty.gov.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Rodriguez Outlines County Challenges

Sacramento County Supervisor Rosario 
Rodriguez holds her first community meeting 
in Rancho Murieta on May 4 at the RMA 
Building. She was elected as the chair of the 
Board of Supervisors in January. 

Greg Mahoney, the chief building official 
for Sacramento County and a Rancho 
Murieta resident, answers a question about 
construction permits. 

County Executive Dave Villaneueva also 
answers the permitting question. He, too, 
lives in Rancho Murieta. 

Story and photos ` 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Entertainment Theatre 
& Culture for Rancho 
Murieta (ETC) contin-
ued its support of arts 
education on May 13 by 
presenting $1,000 grants to 
three local schools to help 
fund theater productions, 
costumes, equipment and 
other arts-related needs.

ETC Philanthropy Chair 
Stephanie Stanislaus vis-
ited Katherine L. Albiani 
Middle School, Pleasant 
Grove  High  Schoo l 
and Cosumnes River 
Elementary School to pres-
ent the checks and speak 
with students about the 
importance of the arts.

“Our goal is to keep 
the arts alive in the com-
m u n i t y, ”  S t a n i s l a u s 
told students during the 
presentations. She said par-
ticipation in the arts helps 
students develop empa-
thy, critical thinking skills 
and a better understanding 
of different cultures and 
perspectives.

At Katherine L. Albiani 
Middle School, Stanislaus 
presented the grant to the-
ater arts teacher Michelle 
Campbell and Principal 
C h r i s  R a u s c h e n f e l . 
C a m p b e l l  s a i d  t h e 
money will be used to 
build additional cos-
tume storage racks for the 
school’s growing theater 

department.
The school recently 

completed its production 
of “Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang Jr.,” a musical based 

on the beloved family fan-
tasy about an eccentric 
inventor and his magical 
flying car. The show fea-
tured colorful costumes, 

lively musical numbers and 
fantasy adventure elements 
familiar to generations of 
audiences.

Campbell said ETC’s 

grant from last year helped 
to pay for this year’s pro-
duction. The performances 
were staged May 8-9 by 
the Katherine L. Albiani 
Theatre Company at the 
Pleasant Grove High 
School Black Box Theater.

D u r i n g  h e r  v i s i t , 
Stanislaus encouraged stu-
dents to remain involved 
in the arts and spoke about 
how theater and visual 
arts help them to become 
more understanding and 
expressive.

At Pleasant Grove High 
School, Stanislaus pre-
sented the check to theater 
arts teacher Ashley Shapiro 
and  Pr inc ipa l  Omar 
Carreon. Shapiro said the 
ETC grant will help to 
pay expenses connected 
to next year’s productions 
of “Legally Blonde” and 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” She said ETC 
funds received last year 
helped to support this 
year ’s productions of 
“Annie” and “A Christmas 
Carol.”

Shapiro also said 12 
Pleasant Grove students 
recently traveled with 
Franklin High School stu-
dents and chaperones to 
the Oregon Shakespeare 
Fest ival  in  Ashland, 
Oregon,  where  they 
attended performances 
of “A Raisin in the Sun,” 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” and “Come From 
Away.”

Two students also told 
Stanislaus how theater has 
affected them personally. 
Jordan Brown said the-
ater taught him “to express 
kindness to all and to 

value other people’s opin-
ions,” while Judd Zeki 
said participating in the-
ater helped him to become 
“more expressive and 
communicate with more 
confidence.”

At Cosumnes River 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l , 
Stanislaus presented the 
grant to Principal Ashley 
Hannon and teacher Vandy 
Passmore. Hannon said the 
funds will help to cover 
costume expenses and 
other costs associated with 
three grade-level plays, as 
well as replacement stage 
lighting.

Hannon a lso  men-
t ioned  the  schoo l ’s 
expanding arts opportuni-
ties through Proposition 
28 funding. Proposition 
28 – officially the “Arts 
and Music in Schools 
Funding Guarantee and 
Accountability Act” – was 
approved by California 
voters in 2022 and pro-
v ides  ongoing  s ta te 
funding for arts education 
in public schools.

Th i s  s choo l  yea r, 
C o s u m n e s  R i v e r 
E l e m e n t a r y  u s e d 
Proposition 28 funds 
to  br ing  the  Young 
Rembrandts art educa-
tion program into some 
classrooms and to support 
an after-school art pro-
gram. Hannon said she 
hopes to bring the pro-
gram back next year. She 
also said the school plans 
to use Proposition 28 fund-
ing to support a new music 
teacher next year.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

ETC Grants Support Arts Programs at Three Schools

Stephanie Stanislaus, right, philanthropy chair for Entertainment, Theatre & Culture for Rancho 
Murieta, presents a $1,000 check to Pleasant Grove High School Principal Omar Carreon and 
theater arts teacher Ashley Shapiro on May 13.

Stephanie Stanislaus speaks to students at Cosumnes River Elementary School about the 
importance of the arts.
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 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 
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There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
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therivervalleytimes.com/calendar

Rock-n-Roll Concert and Classic Car Displays!

FREE
Admission

FREE
Parking

Saturday, 
June 20, 2026
10 am to 3 pm

Wyndham Sacramento Hotel  
Northeast 5321 Date Avenue

Off of Highway 80 at Madison,  
Sacramento, CA 95841

calling it the largest road project funded in 
her district that year.

Matt Hedges, who is chief of staff for 
Rodriguez, explained in a May 5 social 
media post that residents had welcomed 
the original announcement, but also noted 
that the southern portion of Scott Road 
toward Latrobe Road was in even worse 
condition. Hedges said Rodriguez there-
fore decided to dedicate another $2.8 
million from this year’s allocation to 
ensure the remainder of the road would 
also be resurfaced.

“Allocating this much funding to one 
road was not an easy decision, espe-
cially in a district with many road needs,” 
Hedges wrote. “But Scott Road has been 
neglected for far too long, and Supervisor 
Rodriguez believed it was important to 
follow through and make sure the entire 
road was addressed.”

Rodriguez told residents the county 
could not justify improving only part of 
the roadway.

“You can’t have one portion that is 
beautiful, and then have the other portion 
that’s not,” she said. “So, it was easy.”

During the meeting, John Merchant said 
the repaving project would help address 
mounting traffic and safety pressures on 
Scott Road caused by regional growth 
and delays in completing the Capital 
SouthEast Connector.

Merchant said Rancho Murieta leaders 
originally supported the Capital SouthEast 
Connector because it was expected to 
eventually modernize the Grant Line and 
Jackson Road intersection with turn lanes 
in all directions. But he said the timeline 
has stretched dramatically.

“Now it appears that it will be at least 
10 years before we reach Grant Line,” 
Merchant said. “So, the real concern for 
us going forward is between Caltrans and 
the mitigation money of all of the Sunrise 
Corridor, what can they do to reduce that 
timeframe?”

Merchant said continued delays would 
place increasing strain on Scott Road. 

“Until we get an expedient road, you’re 
going to put more and more pressure on 
Scott Road,” he said.

He also referenced an environmen-
tal impact report prepared for a proposed 
solar project, saying traffic studies docu-
mented about 1 million annual trips on 
Scott Road. 

“There’s more and more pressure to 
use that,” Merchant said, adding that 
Rancho Murieta residents have repeat-
edly requested turnouts along the road for 
safety reasons.

Merchant further urged Rodriguez to 
investigate whether transportation mitiga-
tion funding collected for Sunrise Corridor 
development projects could be redirected 
to improve the Scott Road connection to 
the Connector corridor.

After the meeting, Merchant said res-
idents were grateful to simply see the 
long-discussed improvements finally mov-
ing forward. 

“I think, No. 1, it’s great,” Merchant 
said. “We’re at a point 30 years later that 

we will take anything we can get. All 
we’ve ever gotten is yellow signs.”

But Merchant cautioned that improving 
the southern portion of Scott Road could 
be far more complicated and expensive 
than many residents realize.

“It’s not just paving a road,” he said. 
“There’s drainage, there’s hills, there’s 
blind spots.”

Merchant said the county could also 
face easement or property-ownership 
complications along portions of the route. 
“There’s also, I believe, they may need, 
legally, something … easements or some-
thing,” he said.

He said he especially appreciated the 
county’s plans to pave the northern portion 
of Scott Road because increasing drainage 
problems are already emerging there due 
to upstream development. 

“We know that development to the 
north is generating a lot more volume,” 
Merchant said, referring to runoff flow-
ing into Deer Creek. “That’s why we flood 
more than we used to at the bridge or at 
the culverts.”

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Supervisor Rodriguez Announces Scott Road Paving Plan

Following is a summary of 
activity for the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For full 
security log details, go to the 
CSD website at rmcsd.com.

May 1
10:22 p.m., Patrol observed a 

black Infiniti occupied by mul-
tiple subjects inside Riverview 
Park after hours. Patrol uti-
lized the loudspeaker to advise 
the group the park was closed. 
Subjects departed without 
incident.

10:48 p.m., Lake Calero. 
Patrol observed a white Cadillac 
Escalade, two golf carts and  
multiple individuals near the 
Lake Calero boat ramp after 
hours. Upon patrol arrival, 
the vehicle and one golf cart 
departed the area. A second golf 
cart occupied by two adult males 
remained and used profanity 

toward Patrol. Patrol checked 
for a valid barcode and none was 
located. Subjects departed the 
area without further incident.

May 6
9:38 p.m., RMCSD Patrol 

observed a black Lexus trav-
eling inbound on Pera Drive. 
After passing the stationary 
LiDAR unit on Pera Drive, the 
vehicle appeared to accelerate 
quickly. Patrol continued behind 
the vehicle and observed it trav-
eling approximately 40 mph, 
based on the RMCSD patrol 
vehicle speedometer. The vehi-
cle approached the intersection 
of Pera Drive and Guadalupe 
Drive and, without coming to a 
complete stop, turned left onto 
Guadalupе Drive inbound. 

The vehicle continued on 
Guadalupe Drive toward Puerto 
Drive at approximately 40 mph. 
Patrol followed the vehicle to 
obtain identifying information. 
Once the vehicle license plate 

was obtained, Patrol cleared the 
area. Citation issued.

May 7
6:15 p.m., RMCSD Patrol 

met with a resident regarding 
a golf cart collision investiga-
tion from March 15. An ABDI 
barcode search showed the 
golf cart entered Murieta North 
through the Lago inbound gate 
at approximately 7:07 p.m.; no 
exit activity was recorded at any 
community gate afterward. 

The reporting party advised 
the golf cart traveled between 
Murieta North and Murieta South 
through unknown pathways and 
was later operated by another 
juvenile identified as without the 
reporting party’s knowledge. 

The reporting party stated the 
golf cart was returned damaged 
at approximately 10 p.m., report-
edly advised he collided with a 
post near the Riverview pathway 
while traveling between Murieta 
North and Murieta South.

May 11
8:30 a.m., Security Supervisor 

Arino was dispatched to a call 
regarding a transient camped 
behind Ace Hardware. Upon 
arrival, the subject was located 
sleeping against the curb in the 
fire lane near the dumpster area. 
Subject was advised of tres-
passing concerns and provided 
directions out of the area. Subject 
complied and began packing 
belongings.

10:07 p.m., RMCSD Patrol 
Officer Davis and Officer 
Perepelka responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 
FAA Business Park. RP reported 
two juveniles were observed 
on camera attempting to open 
multiple business doors. Upon 
arrival, officers contacted the 
subjects and advised them of 
the complaint. Subjects iden-
tified themselves as residents 
of Rancho Murieta. Officers 
advised the juveniles they were 
not to check or attempt to access 

business doors or facilities. 
Subjects complied and left the 
area without incident.

May 12
2:39 a.m., Patrol observed a 

female subject in distress cross-
ing the intersection toward the 
patrol vehicle near the entrance 
to North Gate at Highway 16. 
Patrol observed the female yell-
ing across the roadway toward 
a male subject who remained 
inside a vehicle at the Chevron 
station. The female advised she 
had been involved in an argu-
ment with her  ex-husband and 
stated he had taken her phone. 
The female requested use of 
Patrol’s phone to arrange trans-
portation. Patrol advised the 
female to proceed to North Gate 
where she could safely make the 
call. Approximately 20 minutes 
later, the female arrived at North 
Gate requesting additional assis-
tance. Patrol remained while she 
awaited transportation. � H

SECURITY LOGS

Continued from page 1
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District officials warned 
during a May 6 Security 
Committee meeting that 
the district’s security oper-
ation is facing a major 
financial crunch, with 
members  consider ing 
nighttime gate automation, 
reduced staffing and the 
need for community input 
on the future of security 
services.

Committee Chair Linda 
Butler also announced 
that she plans to step away 
from chairing the Security 
Committee, the Personnel 
Committee and the Camera 
Working Group in the 
coming months due to 
health issues.

The Security Committee 
is composed of Butler, 
Board President John 
Merchant, Interim General 
Manager Amelia Wilder, 
Security Sgt. Brandon 
Arino and other stuff. The 
committee looks at security 
issues in depth and makes 
recommendations to the 
entire board. Butler was 
the sole director serving 
on the committee for more 
than a year. 

Security Budget 
Shortfall

Butler opened the meet-
ing by saying the district is 
facing a shortfall of about 
$200,000 in the security 
budget because Measure 
J limits annual security 
fee increases to 2%, while 
operating costs continue to 
rise. 

She also referenced a 
Sacramento County Grand 
Jury recommendation that 
property tax revenues not 
be used to subsidize secu-
rity operations.

“We are operating on 

a shoestring, literally a 
shoestring,” Butler said, 
describing the challenge of 
maintaining 24-hour gate 
staffing and patrol cover-
age with current staffing 
levels.

She said staffing short-
ages become especially 
difficult when employ-
ees are sick, on vacation 
or dealing with family 
emergencies. The district 
currently employs seven 
full-time gate officers, 
six part-time gate officers 
and four full-time patrol 
officers.

Gate Access Proposal
A major focus of the 

meeting was the district’s 
possible use of the “Go 
Access” gate entry system, 
which officials said could 
automate gate operations 
during overnight hours.

Go Access represen-
tatives were originally 
scheduled to give a pre-
sentation at the May 6 
meeting, but the presen-
tation was canceled after 
the company was unable 
to attend. Committee 
m e m b e r s  d i s c u s s e d 
rescheduling the presenta-
tion for a future meeting so 
the board could hear more 
details about the system.

District officials said the 
technology could eventu-
ally automate gate entry 
during low-traffic hours, 

allowing the district to 
eliminate two overnight 
“graveyard shift” gate 
positions and reduce oper-
ating costs.

Security Supervisor 
Branden Arino said the 
actual estimate for the Go 
Access conversion had 
increased to about $71,000 
upfront ,  p lus  higher 
monthly service fees. 
Officials said the savings 
from reducing overnight 
staffing could eventually 
offset much of the cost.

Butler said the district 
cannot continue operat-
ing security the same way 
without major financial 
changes. 

“We  have  t o  ge t 
$200,000 cheaper,” she 
said.

F i n a n c e  a n d 
Administration Director 
Cecilia Min said the dis-
trict may have roughly 
$50,000 remaining in secu-
rity impact fee reserves 
after accounting for prior 
capital projects. She had 
tentatively budgeted about 
$30,000 for Go Access and 
another $5,000 for radio 
leases, leaving only about 
$15,000 remaining. before 
considering the Lago Gate 
repair.

Min also cautioned that 
the $50,000 figure remains 
only an estimate because 
district staff are still recon-
ciling prior years of capital 

improvement spending and 
developer fee accounting.

Residents  
to Weigh In

Despite discussions 
about automation, both 
directors stressed that the 
community must be heav-
ily involved before any 
overnight gate staffing is 
reduced.

Board President John 
Merchan t  repea ted ly 
emphasized that residents 
need to understand the 
tradeoffs before the dis-
trict moves forward with 
unattended gates during 
late-night hours. He also 
raised concerns about how 
visitors would enter the 
community overnight if the 
gates become automated 
and no gate officers are 
present.

Merchant noted that 
security historically ranks 
as the No. 1 reason res-
idents choose to live in 
Rancho Murieta.

Merchant said broader 
public discussions are also 
needed because conversa-
tions are beginning about 
whether RMA could even-
tually take over security 
operations inside the gates.

He cautioned that any 
transfer would involve 
much more than sim-
p l y  s h i f t i n g  g a t e 
responsibilities. Merchant 
said the district also has 

obligations to residents 
and businesses outside 
the gates, including issues 
involving the shopping 
center, porch piracy, tres-
passing and incidents in 
Murieta Village.

Merchant also said any 
future discussions with 
RMA will require agree-
ment on what type of 
technology and gate sys-
tems would ultimately be 
used.

Lago Gate Repair
Committee members 

also discussed repairs to 
the Lago Gate, expected to 
cost $7,000. Merchant said 
that the repair had to be 
made immediately, regard-
less of where the money 
came from, “because 
someone is going to crash 
into someone.”

Wilder said she would 
place the expenditure on 
the agenda for the next 
board meeting for ratifi-
cation, agreeing that the 
district should not wait 
until the next budget cycle 
to address the issue.

Camera Program 
Remains Unclear
Butler also gave an 

update on the Camera 
Work Group, which has 
been investigating the his-
tory and current status of 
Rancho Murieta’s frag-
mented camera system.

She said there had once 
been plans to implement a 
more comprehensive cam-
era program when former 
General Manager Tom 
Hennig led the district. 
Butler said at least $66,000 
had been spent over the 
years, and both RMCSD 
and RMA currently possess 
numerous cameras.

However, Butler said the 
working group has found 
considerable confusion 
about the system, including 
questions about ownership, 
monitoring responsibili-
ties, camera locations, and 
whether footage is actively 
monitored. The workgroup 
has also been trying to 
determine whether a for-
mal overall camera plan 
still exists.

Butler said she has not 
scheduled another Camera 
Working Group meeting 
because district leaders 
are focused on resolving 
the gate and security fund-
ing issues first. She said 
the district would need 
professional help to move 
forward with the cameras.

The workgroup included 
Butler, Arino, former RMA 
General Manager Rod 
Hart, RMA Compliance 
Supervisor Chris Smith 
and former RMCSD direc-
tor Mike Martel.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Security Operation Faces Financial Crunch

Director Linda Butler and Board President John Merchant discuss the future of the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District Security Department during the Security Committee 
meeting on May 6. She is resigning as chair due to health issues.

The district is considering a new gate automation system that 
could eliminate two overnight gate positions as a cost-saving 
measure.

Garden Club’s Plant Sale Extravaganza Blooms
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The annual River 
Valley Garden Club Plant 
Sale Extravaganza drew 
a steady stream of shop-
pers to the Rancho Murieta 
Association parking lot 
on May 9, with organiz-
ers calling the fundraiser a 
major success for both the 
club and the community.

The popular spring event 
featured flowers, vegeta-
bles, herbs, succulents, 
houseplants, raffle prizes, 
garden art, children’s activ-
ities and advice from a 
Master Gardener, creating 
what organizers described 
as the club’s largest event 
of the year and its primary 
fundraiser.

“We always get won-
derful support from the 
community and our gar-
den club members,” said 
Deborah Rooney, chair 
of the event. “Overall, 
the sale went exceedingly 
well.”

Proceeds  f rom the 
fundraiser  help sup-
port scholarships, grants 
and beautification proj-
ects throughout Rancho 
Murieta. Rooney said 
the club-funded com-
munity projects include 
the flower beds at Local 
Bean, the Cosumnes River 
Elementary School gar-
den and landscaping at the 
Rancho Murieta Tennis 
Club.

Colorful displays of 
plants filled the parking 
lot as customers browsed 

offerings ranging from 
tomatoes, cucumbers and 
peppers to succulents, 
geraniums, lavender, salvia 
and amaryllis. 

A children’s activity 
table returned by popu-
lar demand, while Master 
Gardener Pam McCabe 
answered gardening ques-
tions throughout the day. 
Floral design demonstra-
tions and bouquet sales 
added a touch of Mother’s 
Day to the event. The club 
also offered a large selec-
tion of garden art displayed 
on tables and along a fence 
line surrounding the sale 
area.

Sponsors, Raffle, 
Volunteers

One of the biggest 
attractions was the raffle, 

which featured an assort-
ment of gardening-themed 
prizes donated by local 
businesses and support-
ers. Among the prizes were 
a garden cart filled with 
gardening tools and sup-
plies, a Meyer lemon tree 
from Green Acres Nursery 
& Supply, a mandarin 
tree from Strutz Garden 
Center, a basket from 
Tractor Supply, gift certif-
icates to Go Fore Pizza and 
Illume, an antique rocking 
chair paired with a flower-
ing maple, and a whimsical 
gnome succulent garden.

Rooney said the raffle 
is always one of the most 
popular parts of the event.

Sponsors also played 
a major role in the fund-
raiser’s success. Rooney 
c r e d i t e d  M a r g a r e t 

Watson-Hopkins with 
helping to secure support 
from numerous businesses 
and sponsors throughout 
the community, includ-
ing Green Acres Nursery 
& Supply, Strutz Garden 
Center and Thompson’s 
Garden Center, all of 
which donated plants and 
other support for the event.

“Margare t  Watson-
Hopkins did a fabulous 
job touching base with 
so many businesses and 
sponsors within our com-
munity,” Rooney said. “We 
are extremely grateful for 
every single sponsor.”

Planning for the Plant 
Sale Extravaganza began 
in January, with Garden 
Club members spending 
months organizing dona-
tions, preparing plants and 

coordinating logistics for 
the large event. Rooney 
said many club members 
and family volunteers par-
ticipated in the preparation 
and setup.

The Rancho Murieta 
Association maintenance 
crew helped by deliver-
ing tables and setting up 
canopies before the sale, 
while Rancho Murieta 
Boy Scouts assisted with 

takedown and cleanup 
afterward.

Garden Stroll 
Returning

The club also announced 
plans to bring back the 
Rancho Murieta Garden 
Stroll in May 2027 in con-
junction with next year’s 
Plant Sale Extravaganza.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

The River Valley Garden Club’s Plant Sale Extravaganza unfolds in the Rancho Murieta 
Association parking lot on May 9 as club member Diane Raggio explains the virtues of the 
calibrachoa plant to customer Linda Beagle.

Garden club member Mo Young congratulates Emmy 
Broddrick after she creates a Mother’s Day gift at the children’s 
activity table.

Melanie Bennett selects one of the bouquets created by 
members Roseann Stevenson and Kathleen Riebe.
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firefighters arrived. She 
said two of the surviving 
passengers are 16 years 
old, and the third is 15.

As of May 18, Monroe 
texted that she couldn’t 
confirm the city of res-
idence  for  the  f ive 
teenagers. “But I am not 
hearing that any of them 
are from RM.”

Monroe said that speed 
“definitely was a factor” 
in the accident but it was 
unknown if drugs or alco-
hol contributed.

Neighbor Fred Hegge, 
whose property is across 
from the crash site on Scott 
Road, said he was awak-
ened by the sound of the 
collision. He could also 
hear a young male calling 
out for help. While he was 
on the phone with 911, he 
heard several loud “pop, 
pop, pop” sounds. 

He told the dispatcher 
that it sounded like gun-
fire, making him hesitant to 
go to the scene. Hegge said 
a neighbor who went to 

the scene told him that the 
noises were tires explod-
ing in the intense heat of 
the fire. The neighbor also 
told Hegge that when CHP 
officers first arrived from 
Folsom, they approached 
the scene with their guns 
drawn, likely because of 
the report Hegge had given 
the dispatcher about possi-
ble gunfire.

Hegge said he didn’t ini-
tially see a fire from his 
house, but later saw flames 
shooting high into a tree. 
“And, then it went up 25 to 
30 feet in the air,” he said.

After Hegge got into his 
truck to determine where 
the accident had occurred, 
he encountered a Jeep-
type vehicle parked in his 
driveway, occupied by four 
young men. They told him 
they had seen the vehicle 
involved in the crash ear-
lier on the dirt section of 
Latrobe Road and had been 
traveling some distance 
behind it before the acci-
dent occurred.

Hegge then drove back 
to his house, through his 

gates, to reach his prop-
erty across from the crash 
scene so he could check his 
fence line near the horses. 
By that time, the fire had 
already been extinguished.

He watched the emer-
gency response for about 
half an hour as three or 
four ambulances arrived 
and departed from the 
scene. Hegge estimated 
there were about 10 CHP 
vehicles at the crash site.

Hegge also recalled 
seeing a barefooted teen-
ager moving around the 
scene trying to find a blan-
ket in the cold overnight 
temperatures.

According to Hegge, the 
neighbor who went to the 
crash scene told him that 
three surviving teenagers 
were initially placed into 
a private vehicle before 
being transferred to ambu-
lances by emergency 
responders.

Hegge said a Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District 
battalion chief later told 
him that the two teenagers 
in the front of the vehicle 

had perished.
Scott Road remained 

closed for several hours 
overnight, Hegge said.

About eight hours after 
the crash, the father of a 
Folsom teenager visited 
the scene and spoke with 
the River Valley Times 
while local rancher Leland 
Schneider and one of his 
employees repaired dam-
aged fencing near the 
roadway to prevent cat-
tle from escaping onto the 
road.

The father said his son 
told him the northbound 
vehicle that later crashed 
had sped past him moments 
earlier at what appeared to 
be an extremely high rate 
of speed.

According to the father, 
his son did not wit-
ness the crash. When the 
teenager came over the 
hill moments later, he 
encountered the burn-
ing wreckage. The father 
said his son attempted to 
help victims escape before 
emergency crews arrived.

According to the father, 

three teenagers in the back 
seat were already trying to 
get out of the vehicle, and 
his son helped pull them 
away from the scene. The 
father said his son was 
unable to reach the other 
two occupants.

The father also said 
another Folsom teenager, 
a girl, stopped at the scene 
to help while other motor-
ists continued driving past 
the crash. 

“My son said cars were 
just driving by,” he said.

The father said he did 
not press his son for addi-
tional details because the 
teenager was emotion-
ally shaken by what he had 
witnessed. 

“He was a mess last 
night,” he said.

The father said he later 
drove to the crash site 
himself to better under-
stand the scene his son had 
encountered.

Schneider said serious 
crashes are not uncommon 
along Scott Road. 

“This is every year,” 

Schneider said while 
inspecting damaged fenc-
ing near the scene. “Two, 
three, four wrecks a year.”

Sacramento Metropoli-
tan Battalion Chief Parker 
Wilbourn, who was serving 
as the acting public infor-
mation officer, issued a 
brief news release after the 
crash. Wilbourn concluded 
his release by saying: 
“Sacramento Metro Fire 
extends our heartfelt con-
dolences to the families, 
friends, and loved ones 
affected by this tragic inci-
dent. We remain hopeful 
that the victims currently 
receiving treatment will 
make a full recovery.”

The CHP investigation 
remains ongoing.

Additional details that 
came in after the River 
Valley Times went to press 
on Monday will be posted 
at therivervalleytimes.com 
as they become available.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Bookmobile  
|Schedule Changes

S t a r t i n g  i n  J u n e ,  t h e 
B o o k m o b i l e  f r o m  t h e 
Sacramento County Library 
will only be coming to Rancho 
Murieta on the first and third 
Wednesday, June 3 and June 17. 
The time will change, too, from 
10 a.m. until noon. This sched-
ule change will allow the library 
to serve additional communities. 

The Bookmobile parks in the 
Village Clubhouse parking lot 
and with inclement weather, will 

be inside the Clubhouse. 

VFW Slates Poppy 
Sales, Memorial Day 

Celebration
The Rancho Murieta Post of 

Veterans of Foreign Wars is plan-
ning a Poppy Sales event on 
May 23 and a Memorial Day 
Celebration on May 25. The 
poppies will be sold outside Bel 
Air Market and Tractor Supply 
between noon and 3 p.m. The 
donations will help veterans in 
our community with emergency 

monetary needs. 
The Memorial Day Celebration 

on May 25 will be held at the 
Gazebo at 1 p.m. It will be pre-
ceded by a social hour at noon. 
All are welcome.

Memorial Day Ceremony  
Slated in Wilton

The Wilton Veterans Group 
and the Wilton History group 
are presenting a Memorial Day 
Ceremony at 10 a.m. on Monday, 
May 25 at the Wilton Post Office 
Parking lot. The ceremony will 

feature a special military vehicle, 
a “Fallen Hero” table and a ring-
ing of the bell for local veterans. 

Following the event, the 
Wilton Fire Protection District 
will host a hot dog fundraiser. All 
are welcome.

Scout Flag Retirement  
on Memorial Day

Scout Troop 633 will retire 
worn and tattered U.S. flags on 
Memorial Day on Monday, May 
25 in a ceremony at the Lake 
Calero fire pit beginning at 6 

p.m. 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 

Murieta sponsors the troop, 
which has conducted a flag cere-
mony for 19 years.

CSD Board Meeting, 
Budget Hearing May 27
T h e  R a n c h o  M u r i e t a 

Community Services District 
has rescheduled its regular May 
board meeting from May 20 
to May 27. The meeting will 
include the first public hearing on 
the proposed 2026-27 budget.� H
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Two Teens Killed, Three Injured in Fiery Crash
Continued from page 1

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

10/16/2024.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.78 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.68 per $1,000 Borrowed

4.750% 5.05% 5.500% 5.68%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery



MAY 22, 2026	 River Valley Times • 11

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH 
OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.  

ALL WORK DONE BY OWNER.

Our guarantee: You will get the most effective, 

longest lasting clean you’ve ever had. If a spot 

comes back, so will we – no charge.

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Need to Advertise?
Let Lezet help you get the word out

                               Office: (209) 745.1551    

                                  lezet.vidauri@MPG8.com

                              Please call 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays 
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By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The Rancho 
Murieta Country Club 
(RMCC)  Nine  Hole 
Golf Club opened its 
annual Invitational Golf 
Tournament with the 
Amador Rodeo Queen, 
Cooper Cheetham, riding 
her beautiful horse down 
the center of 64 carts, kick-
ing off the Play for the 
Roses Invitational. Both 
beauties caught the atten-
tion of the golfers as they 
readied for the Kentucky 
Derby- themed golf tour-
nament. A total of 128 
women donned their best 
hats in Derby style to play 
the finely groomed course 

on a picture-perfect day.
With the sun shining 

brightly from first thing in 
the morning until the con-
clusion of the event in the 
afternoon, the weather 
cooperated nicely. The 
course was in great shape 
with agreeable greens and 
manicured fairways. The 
tournament scores reflected 
the pristine conditions 
of the club’s facilities. 
Closest-to-the-pin and 
drive-accuracy contests 
were also evidence of the 
good course conditions. 
Competition for the ladies 
occurred on both the front 

nine and back nine of the 
RMCC north course links

In the competition for 
closest-to-the-pin, win-
ners were RMCC member 
Mary Lou Deninger, at 
17 feet six inches away 
from the hole, and guest 
Julie Grabisch, missing 
the pin at 9 feet 11 inches 
on hole number 2. On 
the back nine, hole num-
ber 12, RMCC member 
Carol Randall landed 46 
feet from the pin and guest 
Sandy VanderPol came 
within 14 feet, 1 inch. 
Accuracy-drive competitor 
and RMCC member Carol 

Kennobi was only 3 feet, 5 
inches away from the cen-
ter mark on the fairway of 
hole number 3, while guest 
Trish Stella was seven feet 
from the accuracy line. 
RMCC member Joanna 
Graf was 6 feet, 10 inches 
from the center of the fair-
way on hole 11, while 
guest Barbara King was 
but six feet from the mark. 
All four ladies walked 
away with cash prizes and 
a satisfied glow.

The day’s events con-
cluded with a plated 
luncheon in the Murieta 
Room of RMCC replicat-
ing Kentucky Derby fare, 
inclusive of Kentucky 
Browns and Mint Juleps. 
Surrounded by a festive 
format, the teams with 
the lowest scores were 
announced by Co-Captain 
and Chair for the event 
Alison Gomez and RMCC 
Golf ing  Profess ional 
Brian Little. For holes 
one through nine, the Rich 
Strike Flight, in the few-
est number of net strokes 
were Barbara Armstrong 

(RMCC) and  gues ts 
Sandy VanderPol (Cold 
Springs CC), Kathy Konz 
(Brentwood Nine Tees), 
and Sue Lagomarsino 
(Castle Oaks Swingers 
WGC).

Playing holes 10 through 
18, the Secretariat Flight, 
finishing with the low-
est net score were Therese 
Ya n n u z z i  ( R M C C ) , 
Frances Aguilar (RMCC), 
Te r r y  Wi l d e r - U n r u h 
(Modesto Muni Niners) 
and D’Carla Davis (Valley 
Hi CC). Both teams left 
with monetary rewards for 
their hard work and fun 
round of golf. 

With many winners in 
golf skills, those visit-
ing the haberdashery were 
also rewarded in the best 
Kentucky Derby style. 

“A moment that stood 
out to me the most was 
the hat contest,” explained 
Chair Gomez. “It appeared 
all of the ladies truly 
enjoyed voting for the 
best hat worn.”  Featured 
hats boosted of three-foot 
plumes, colorful feathers, 

a bounty of roses and min-
iature racing horses and 
golfers.

The  RMCC Nine r 
Invitational is an annual 
event. This year, 128 
women took part – or 32 
teams – representing 23 
different golf clubs, some 
traveling from as far away 
as Crow Canyon Country 
Club in Danville. 

“The Niners are a pre-
cious group of ladies. We 
all love golf, but that is not 
what holds us together,” 
gushed Gomez. “It’s the 
friendships that are built, 
the caring for each other 
when things go wrong and 
a willingness to meet new 
people.”

 For those interested in 
attending next year’s event 
or joining RMCC and the 
Niners’ golf group, contact 
Victoria Kalman at Vicki.
kalman@outlook.com or 
by contacting the RMCC 
office at 916-354-3400, 
club.office@ranchomuri-
etacc.com.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

DINE in 
STYLE

WENESDAY - SATURDAY
12 PM - 9 PM

SUNDAY
12 PM - 8 PM

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
9 AM - 12 AM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY
9 AM - 2 AMSCAN QR

Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

GOLF SCORES

Niners ‘Play for the Roses’

First place winners Rich Strike Flight pause for a photo: Sandy VanderPol, Kathy Konz, Barbara 
Armstrong, Sue Lagomarsino. Photos courtesy of Nancy Clevenger


