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Soccer’s
Biggest
Stage
Comesto
Foxboro

By MAUREEN SULLIVAN

< Comeoutand |.
celebrate Norwood

The town of Foxboro is
about to go international
with the World Cup arriv-
ing this month to take the
field. Gillette Stadium, now
referred to as the Boston
Stadium for the tournament,
will host seven games over
the next several weeks.

How can residents join
in the fun? What an excit-
ing time to showcase what

Celebratmg Freedom
and Community at
Norwood Juneteenth

By MICHELE TARANTO Annual Juneteenth Celebration
on Saturday, June 13, from 12-3

The Norwood Town Gommon p.m. The free, family-friendly

will once again come alive with
music, foed, er}tenalgment, and JUNETEENTH
community spirit during the 5th
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We dedicate this issue in loving memory of
Ken Hamwey, our beloved writer.
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October 14, 1943 - May 25, 2026

Full tribute in our July issue
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makes this town so special.
Norwood’s Economic Devel-
opment Department has com-
piled a list of what to know
and how to help. Also, more
information can be found on
the Town of Norwood web-
site at www.norwoodma.gov/
departments/economic_devel-
opment.php.

“The World Cup is a great
opportunity for Norwood resi-
dents and businesses to par-
ticipate in this global event,
while also allowing Norwood
and our neighbors to show-
case what makes this region so
special to a global audience,”

Norwood Economic Develop-
ment Director Joseph Collins
said.

Collins said he’s been busy
tracking opportunities and
recommendations for resi-
dents and local businesses to
take advantage of them, as
well as to make the com-
munity aware of challenges
(transportation, etc.) the
World Cup may bring, not
only to Foxboro, but its sur-
rounding communities.

The Neponset Chamber
of Commerce is also on side
when it comes to helping
locals connect to the World
Cup. Tor details, visit https://
www.nrrchamber.com/fifa-

world-cup-info.html
According to the FIFA Bos-
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ton 26 website, applications
for volunteers have closed,
and the deadline to appear
in the Cultural Showcase on
June 12 at City Hall Plaza
has passed. However, local
businesses may still apply
for sponsorship opportuni-
ties, especially in the fields
of hospitality, event services
and logistics. For details, visit
https://bostonfwc26.com/

Planning a watch party or
other World Cup event? The
Economic Development De-
partment would like to know;
fill out a survey available on
the department’s web page.
The department plans to
market local events and op-
portunities through the town’s
social media channels, news-
letters and other channels.

The Neponset Chamber of
Commerce is also collecting
information on watch parties.

Here’s the schedule of
World Cup games:

June 13, 9 p.m. — Group C,
Haiti vs. Scotland

June 16, 6 p.m. — Group I,
Iraq vs. Norway

June 19, 6 p.m. — Group C,
Scotland vs. Morocco

June 23, 4 p.m. — Group L,
England vs. Ghana

June 26, 3 p.m. — Group I,
Norway vs. France

June 29, 4:30 p.m. — Round
of 32
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July 9, 4 p.m. — Quarterfi-
nals

State officials and transpor-
tation services have addressed
traffic concerns surround-
ing the stadium, and getting
to and from, especially with
many of the spectators un-
familiar with the area. The
Boston Stadium Express, a
dedicated direct bus service
capable to accommodate
10,000 fans for each of the
World Cup matches. The
service will feature more
than 20 strategically located
pickup points across Greater
Boston and the surrounding
region, including the Rhode
Island Convention Center in
Providence and Boston Logan
International Airport. For de-
tails on the Stadium Express
and other 26 FIFA Boston
news, visit https://boston-
fwc26.com/newsroom. The
MBTA will also be providing
train service to the Foxboro
station on match days. All
train tickets must be paid for
in advance and riders must
have a valid match ticket to
board. For more information,
visit www.mbta.com/sched-
ules/bostonstadium

According to Officer An-
drew Jurewich of the Police
Department, efforts to sup-
port security at the World
Cup could be similar to the
support provided for New
England Patriots games. He
said officers may support
Foxborough Police at Boston
Stadium through MetroLEC
assets such as SWAT (Special

Weapons and Tactics), moun-
tain bike patrols, and detail
officers.

Boston Stadium joined the
World Cup stage back in 2018
when it became part of a joint
bid to host games in North
America, according to a story
from WCVB-TV. The stadium
is home to the New England
Revolution pro soccer team.
Revolution President Brian
Bilello was chair of the Boston
portion for the bid; Robert
Kraft was honorary chairman
of the committee behind the
coalition bid.

Earlier in 2026, the town of
Foxborough, which is home
to the stadium, objected to
paying more than $8 million
in security costs. The dispute
could have led to canceling
the games, however, FIFA,
the organization overseeing
the World Cup, and the Kraft
Group agreed to foot the bill
for security.

Whether residents are at-
tending matches in Foxbor-
ough, hosting watch parties
at home, or simply enjoying
the excitement from local res-
taurants and businesses, the
arrival of the World Cup of-
fers a unique opportunity for
the region to come together
and welcome the world to
Massachusetts. Town officials
encourage residents to plan
ahead, support local estab-
lishments, and embrace the
energy and cultural spirit the
international tournament
will bring to the area over the
coming weeks.
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Opening Day June 16th!
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JUNETEENTH
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event continues to grow each
year, bringing residents together
to celebrate freedom, culture,
education, and inclusion.

Originally organized by Nor-
wood Police Ofhicer Geoflrey
Baguma, the celebration has be-
come a collaborative community
effort with support from com-
mittee members including Jua
Robinson, Sam White, Clayton
Cheever, and Leshia Karasik.

“Our time 1s precious and
limited. Officer Baguma said.
“Learn together. Grow together.
Live better together.”

Guests are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs, comfortable
shoes, and an appetite for an
afternoon filled with live per-
formances, activities, (obstacle
course and gage ball pit) and a
wide variety of food vendors:
Oasis Caribbean Cuisine, Crazy
Tacos, Between the Bunz, and
Simple Sweets. Castle Island
Brewing Co. will also be on the
common with a beer garden!

Juneteenth commemorates
June 19, 1863, the day federal
troops arrived in Galveston,
Texas, to enforce the freedom of
enslaved people more than two
years after the Emancipation
Proclamation had been signed.
The tribute officially became
a federal holiday on June 17,
2021.

“It’s an excellent opportunity
for the town to come together

and learn together while cel-
ebrating the federal holiday of
Juneteenth,” Officer Baguma
said.

As part of the event, members
of the Norwood community
will once again be recognized

through the Norwood June-
teenth Honors, celebrating
individuals who have made
meaningful contributions toward
inclusion, diversity, and educa-
tion within the community.

We are still accepting nomi-
nations for the 2026 Norwood
Juneteenth Honors Awards,”
Officer Baguma said. “People
considered will be those who
have created or are helping to
create a more inclusive town.
We will also consider people
who are increasing awareness
of African American History,
at any level, or are helping oth-
ers do so. The person does not
need to be a certified teacher.
We will so consideration to all
age groups.

Community organizations
and vendors will also be on
hand throughout the afternoon
to share resources and informa-
tion. Businesses and residents
interested in participating or
volunteering still have time
to get involved by contacting
the Juneteenth committee at
norwoodjuneteenth ail.
com. Contributions can be
made through the Norwood
Juneteenth Venmo account @
Norwood-Juneteenth, with all

proceeds supporting the event.
“We are also looking for
volunteers to help set up and
break down the event,” Of-
ficer Baguma said. “A couple
of face painters would also be
appreciated. Contact with the
committee can be made by
emailing NorwoodJuneteenth @
gmail.com.”

Last year, several hundred
people gathered on the Town
Common to celebrate June-
teenth, and organizers expect
this year’s event to draw an even
larger crowd as community sup-
port and enthusiasm continue
to grow.

“This year should be the best
celebration yet,” Officer Ba-
guma said.
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Congratulations to the
: 2026

RECENT NORWOOD TRANSACTIONS

14 Florence Ave ........ccccoevne, $850,000 70 Endicott St U:401............... $655,500
14 Wood Dr.....ceveveviverireririninns $835,000 140 Railroad Ave U:B203 ...... $410,000
19 Jefferson Drive .................. $770,000 389 Neponset St UA.............. $501,000
38 Garden Parkway................ $730,000 26 Saint Josephs Ave ............. $830,000
50 Gay St $840,000 53 Tremont St......ovvveeveienans $749,000
81 Earle Street......cooveneee.. $1,030,000
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This is the time when you need
experience. Someone who knows
houses and the entire sales
process and how to navigate
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Inspectors, Bank Appraisers,
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BOBRBOBSTARRHOMES.COM
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Fresh Finds Return to the Norwood Common

By BeLra CAGGIANO

Fresh produce, homemade
treats, live entertainment, and

community spirit will once again

fill the Norwood Town Com-
mon as the Norwood Farmers
Market returns for another
vibrant season this summer.
Opver the past few years (five
since COVID), the market has
become more than just a place
to shop for fresh produce home-
made goods, and handmade
items. Tuesday afternoons have
evolved into one of the Nor-
wood’s favorite weekly gather-
ings.

The Norwood Farmers Mar-
ket will run for 19 weeks this
season (added bonus day in
June), every Tuesday, June 16
through Oct. 20, 2-6 p.m. on
the Town Common, with a spe-
cial 12-4 p.m. schedule on Aug
3. Opening Day festivities and
a ribbon-cutting ceremony will
take place June 16, at 2 p.m.

Since the Covid shutdown,
the market has consistently
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expanded into a lively destina- sidewalks: Aaronap space where fami-

tion featuring local farms, arti- Cellars (wine), Hale —— lies can gather,
sans, specialty foods, nonprofit Bone Broth, Man’oushe e S local businesses
education, entertainment, and Sisters (Middle Eastern ' can thrive, and

people of all ages
can enjoy every-
thing Norwood
has to offer.”

The market is
a collaboration
with the Friends of
Norwood Center
and relies on the
efforts volunteers,
sponsors, local
businesses, and
town departments
to operate each
season. High
school volunteers
assist with vendor setup and
breakdown, while the Norwood
DPW and Town Hall help sup-
port communication, signage,
and logistics.

Another feature that con-
tinues to enhance the market
atmosphere is the closure of
Central Avenue near the Com-
mon during market hours. The
expanded pedestrian-friendly
space has created additional

activities for the entire family.
Organizers say the continued
growth is largely due to the
strong support from residents
who value shopping local and
supporting independent busi-
nesses.

“This market has really be-
come a community gathering
place,” said market organizer
Peter McFarland. “People
come not only to shop, but to
stay, enjoy the Common, lis-
ten to music, meet neighbors,
and spend time together.”

Shoppers can expect to see
returning favorites alongside
new vendors throughout the
season. Familiar names ex-
pected back this year include:
Riverdale Farm, Barbosa
Family Farm, Ally’s Cookies,
Wild Willy’s Sports Cards,
Bittersweet Bakery, Eight Bells
Weaving, and many others
offering fresh produce, baked
goods, handmade products,
specialty items, and prepared
foods. As in every year, the
market is growing and some
newcomers will be lining the

bakery), More Than
Before Co. (organic
mushrooms), Pinci
Foods Lasagneria
(homemade lasagna),
Pureni Tea, Streetpops
(gourmet ice pops),
Zaatar & Dips, and
many more food and
artisan vendors!

events throughout the
season. Planned spe-
cialty days include Pet
Day, Soccer Comes to
Town, Christmas in
July, National Farmers
Market Day, Carnival
Day at the Market,
Bushels of Apples,
and of course, the re-
turn of Pumpkinfest.
“We want the market to be
more than just a place to shop,”
McFarland said. “It’s about cre-
ating a welcoming community

In addition to shopping, the
market will once again feature
live music, outdoor games,
demonstrations, and themed

MARKET

continued on page 5
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A Little off the Top | N

SPaCin'OUt in outer Space Zitv ?()rllvﬂelladi'l\czlge’ andmymind s ]13?; %?Zryzjust had a good

By StuarRT GREEN

DAY 1

Dear Diary: I can’t believe
how excited I am to be this ex-
cited. I feel like I'm floating on
air... which I am. Imagine, the
first astronaut to go solo in outer
space for an entire year! I know
I'll miss my friends, my wife, my
kids and, needless to say, Netflix.
I hope my yearly subscription
doesn’t expire in a year. Wait a
minute - oh-oh.

DAY 2

Dear Diary: What a day it’s
been. Or at least I think it’s
been. A day, I mean. It’s hard to
tell when one day ends and an-
other begins, what with no sun-
rise and all. But nothing much
celestial to report - other than
a couple of shooting comets, a
meteorite or two, and maybe a
dwarf star ending its cycle and
imploding on itself. I mean,
nothing meaningful - like if the
Sox won.

DAY 3

Dear Diary: The capsule 1s
making those clanking noises my

old Plymouth used to make, the
third rocket engine is squealing,
and the chrome red paint job
with the flames and little hearts
is peeling, If only Joe the astro-
chanic were here. But it'll take
forever to make an appointment
to bring this in - although my
annual 800,000-mile check-up is
around the corner. If there only
was a Corner.

DAY 4

Dear Diary: Right! Amazon
says they deliver anywhere.
Well, Mr. "We'll get it there any-
where, anytime’ - I've got news
for you. I'm still waiting for my
double-extra warm pair of lined
mittens. And don’t give me that
excuse of there was nowhere to
park.

DAY 5

Dear Diary: Major custodial
problem in the capsule, will
need to consult central com-
mand about possible alterna-
tives and solutions, pending
appropriate overriding systems
and operations according to
proper procedures. Referencing
the current dilemma that must

MARKET

continued from page 4

room for picnic tables, enter-
tainment, and community gath-
ering areas.

“Having Central Street closed
enhances the entire feel of the
Common,” McFarland said. “It
has transformed the space into a
place where people truly want to
spend time.”

Vendor applications and
volunteers are still being ac-
cepted for the 2026 season.
Businesses, farms, artisans, and
nonprofit organizations inter-
ested in participating can email
norwoodmalm@gmail.com for
more information. Residents
can also follow the “Norwood
MA Farmers Market” Facebook
page for updates, entertainment
schedules, and weekly vendor
information.

As another season begins on
the Town Common, organiz-
ers hope residents will continue
embracing the importance of
buying local and supporting the
farms, artisans, and small busi-
nesses that help strengthen local
and state communities. From
fresh produce and homemade
specialties to handcrafted goods

and local services, every pur-
chase made at the market helps
sustain independent businesses
while keeping dollars invested in
the local economy. More than
just a weekly shopping destina-
tion, the Norwood Farmers
Market has become a celebra-
tion of community connection

and healthy living,

Event Days:

June 16: Opening Day

June 23: Soccer Comes to Town
June 30: Pet Day

July 21: Christmas in July
August 11: Farmers Market Day
September 1: Carnival Day at
the Market

September 8: It’s Kickoff Time
September 22: Wellness Day
September 29: Bushels of
Apples

October 13: Pumpkinfest

Photos courtesy of Michele laranto

be thoroughly analyzed and a
professional solution that must
be found is as follows: Run out
of quarters for the washing ma-
chine. And my other spacesuit is
in the dry cleaners.

DAY 17

Dear Diary: I think I missed a
few days of writing here. I must
have slept in for, oh, 13 days
or so. I must have really been
zonked out because I heard
there was a major solar burst,
and a couple of space particles
caused minimal damage to the
capsule’s hood ornament. Will
have to get in touch with insur-
ance when I get back.

DAY 42

Dear Diary: Completely lost
track of time, dimensions, and
my senses. My fingers have
turned into a purple octopus,
the rotor blades are a variation

DAY 364

Dear Diary: Can hardly wait
to get back to earth tomorrow
after an entire year. I'm sure
things will be normal.

look around earth. I'm heading
back to space.

Stuart Green is a_freelance col-
ummist. He can be reached at
sagreenl 1 5@aolcom.
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and pastry for
Father’s Day!
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ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS
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www.ConnellRoofing.com
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BSAC PET CORNER
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Support BSAC
with Titos!

Yankee Spirits in Norwood is
partnering with Titos vodka and

for as long as possible.

For many of these felines,
foster care is not temporary —
it becomes their lifelong safe
haven. The commitment made
by volunteers and foster families
1s extraordinary, but commu-
nity support remains essential
to continue providing the level

medical needs, the organization
asks that prescription foods be
set aside so they can be distrib-
uted directly to the appropriate
foster homes and caretakers.

Cooperative. Pete is a senior cat
who 1s medically compromised
and currently receiving palliative
care to keep him comfortable
and maintain his quality of life.
Cats like Pete represent the
heart of rescue work, animals
who may never be adopted, but
he has and will continue to feel

helping local pet owners access
needed food and supplies during
difficult times. In addition, the
organization continues to assist
with spay and neuter services
while also providing dedicated
long-term care to many of its
rescued cats — a commitment
that is often challenging, but

The Bay State Animal Coop-
erative is giving a huge THANK
YOU to Tyler for thinking about

the Bay State Animal Coopera-
tive for its annual fundraiser. For
every 1L and 1.75L of Tito’s
Handmade Vodka Tito’s will
donate $1 to the Bay State Ani-
mal Cooperative. While shop-
ping at Yankee Spirits for those
summer parties, please purchase
Titos at Yankee Spirits to help
raise money for this cat rescue

group.

Community Food

Bank Swap Program
The Bay State Animal Co-
operative continues its ongoing

community efforts through

its food bank swap program
located at 115 Clodman Rd.,

deeply rewarding for volunteers
and foster families alike.

An old photo from the early
days of the food bank swap —
featuring the original donation
bin and sign — serves as a re-
minder of how far the program
has come and the continued
generosity of the community
that keeps it going

Residents are also reminded
to contact info@baystateani-
mals.org if they have prescrip-
tion pet food they would like to
donate. Because many animals
in foster care have specialized

our organization and donating
to us through his can collecting
efforts.

We and cats we care for, feel
honored to be chosen!

Foster of the Month
One of those special cats is
Pete, a long-time foster cat who
currently resides with the presi-

dent of the Bay State Animal

Woodforms

Fine Cherry Furniture

safe, and receive compassion,
medical care, and love for the
remainder of his life.

The Bay State Animal Co-
operative continues to care
for many long-term foster and
senior cats whose medical and
daily needs require constant
attention and funding. While
adoption fees and donations
help, the reality is that many
rescued cats come with ongoing
medical conditions that require
extensive and costly care.

The organization estimates
it needs a minimum of $3,000
per cat to help cover unex-
pected emergency veterinary
visits as well as everyday care,
including medications, exams,
diagnostics, and daily supplies.
In addition, funding is continu-
ally needed for litter, special
prescription foods, periodic
testing, and senior wellness
screenings that help keep these
cats comfortable and healthy

e "
- »
I
gy
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o 3 «
- o

of care these animals deserve.
Donations of prescription food,
supplies, and monetary contri-
butions all help make that mis-
sion possible.

Would you be interested in
sponsoring Pete with a monthly
donation?

Come visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Eriday: 7 a.m. - 3/ p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday
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A Message from the
Norwood Police Dept.

& Impact Norwood
What Parents Should Know About Social

Hosting Laws

As graduation season and
summer celebrations begin,
this 1s an important reminder
for all parents and caregivers
to understand Massachusetts
Social Hosting Laws.

In Massachusetts, it is il-
legal for anyone to knowingly
provide alcohol to a person
under 21 years old or allow
underage drinking to occur on
property they control. Parents
and adults can face serious
legal consequences - including
criminal charges, fines, and
civil liability- if minors con-
sume alcohol in their home or
at gatherings they host.

Beyond the legal conse-
quences, there are real physi-
cal and emotional risks tied to
underage drinking. One poor
decision can lead to injuries,

PURCHASE
TIGKETS

impaired driving, alcohol poi-
soning, damaged friendships,
broken trust between families,
and lifelong consequences

for young people and parents
alike. Our kids deserve safe
spaces where they can simply
be kids - laughing, celebrating
milestones, building lifelong
friendships, and making mem-
ories without the pressure or
danger of alcohol and other
substances.

This summer, let’s commit
to creating substance-free
environments where youth
feel supported, safe, and con-
nected. Your example, your
boundaries, and your willing-
ness to say “no” matter more
than you know.

-

Lokal Construction

Quality Craftsmanship. Local Expertise.

~ lokal
(onstruction

ot o B

Full-Service Residential Construction & Renovations

From concept to completion, we
deliver high-quality workmanship
with attention to detail you can trust.

Our Services

» Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
» Full Home Renovations

» Custom Decks & Outdoor Living
» Flooring, Tile & Finish Work

» Additions & Remodeling Projects
» General Contracting & Repairs

LICENSED
& INSURED

Why Choose
Lokal Construction?

* Reliable, professional & detail-oriented
* Clean & modern workmanship
* Clear communication from start to finish

Contact Us
( 508-963-5727

<1 LokalConstruction@hotmail.com
LokalConstruction.com

Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.

5 SOUTHWICK:S,Z00

WILD FUN
ALL-DAY ADVENTURES

Roar with the lions, soar through the trees on the
Soaring Eagle Zipline, catch a bird show in the
arena, and explore over 200 acres of amazing

wildlife from around the world!

Page 7

SOAEINGE FUN +
LOTS OF LEARNING

Lo,




Page 8

Norwood Local Town Pages | www.norwoodtownnews.com

June 1, 2026

Norwood residents are advised not to feed the oversized squirrels
this summer. Photo courtesy of Norwood Animal Control

I “We are proud of

the culture we have created
at Bliss Dental Group.
We have knowledgeable
dentists, a friendly staff,
and a promise that we’ll
always do right by you.”

BLISSDENTAL .

i GROUP B
F T

Dr. Bliss | Dr. Ficarelli | Dr. Burnett

Services offered:

Single Visit Crown and Bridges/CEREC
Dental Implants | Speciality Dentistry
General Dentistry | Preventive
Cosmetic | Guards

Scan to visit our site!

For more information on our services, check out our website.
Or to book an appointment, please call our office.

111 Lenox St., Norwood | 781-769-4473

Norwood’s Kate Sibbing-Dunn
Named Food Pantry Director

Longtime civic leader and
food pantry advocate brings
operational, financial, and
community-building experience
to the role

The Ecumenical Commu-
nity Food Pantry of Norwood
is pleased to announce the
appointment of Kate Sibbing-
Dunn as its new Executive
Director. Sibbing-Dunn, a Nor-
wood resident with extensive
experience in the community’s
civic life, brings a diverse back-
ground in operations, financial
administration, fundraising, and
communications to the position.

Sibbing-Dunn comes to the
Pantry with professional experi-
ence spanning bookkeeping,
event production, and program
coordination. Most recently, she
worked as an Administrative As-
sistant at Amalie George CPA in
Needham, where she managed
client records and supported
client needs and data systems.
As a Bookkeeping Assistant
at TRACS, Inc. in Waltham,
she processed payroll, tracked
invoices, and supported month-
end reconciliations. Earlier in
her career, she was the Coor-
dinator for Legal Writing and
Appellate Advocacy Programs
at Boston University School of
Law and prior to that spent four
years as a Producer at Second
City Communications in Chi-
cago, overseeing customized
programs for more than 200
clients and managing budgets of

O Patios O Landscape
© Walkways Design &
Installation
o Walls O Lawn
° gredPlts Installation
© Outdoor .
. © Grading
Kitch
o p::;:| o © Excavation
Surrounds s © Drainage
'.'(j“‘\ P J oz Free Estlmates . FuIIy I_nsured , W la
ot ~=  WWW.WenzelLandscaping.com & =

Norwood School Committee
Member, where she co-led the
Superintendent Search and the
redistricting study. As Chair of
the Norwood Cultural Coun-
cil, she managed annual grant
cycles and championed com-
munity programming. As Chair
of the Norwood 150th Cultural
Committee, she produced the
2022 Norwood Arts and Cul-
tural Festival. Kate also served
as Communications Lead for
the One Norwood override
campaign and is a co-founder

up to $400,000.

“Fighting food insecurity is
deeply important to me,” Sib-
bing-Dunn said. “I was raised
volunteering at the soup kitchen
my father ran in Dayton, Ohio,
and I later served on the board
of the Roslindale Food Pantry
before moving to Norwood. I
am committed to serving every
client of this pantry with the
dignity and respect they de-
serve.”

In addition to her profes-
sional experience, Sibbing-
Dunn has been an active figure
in Norwood’s public life. She
served three years as an elected

FOOD PANTRY

continued on page 11

On the Beat with
Mustang SaIIy

Mustang Sally stole the spotlight while SROs Rooney and
Baguma also looked sharp attending the Norwood High School
Prom on May 15.

No official reports yet if Norwood’s favorite canine hit the
dance floor!

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service
Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured OOM;E

DESTITO
TREE SERVICES

f T
@, l'll”L Tree Lare

www.destitotreeservices.com

Nicholas Destito

® 508-699-4532
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Senior Corner

By MicHELE TARANTO

While the end of the school
calendar often brings thoughts
of kids riding bikes, swimming,
and spending long days at the
park, summer fun is meant to be
enjoyed at every age, and Nor-
wood seniors have plenty of op-
portunities to stay active, social,
and engaged. The Norwood
Council on Aging is determined
to keep their clients busy (and,
young at heart), by offering a
wide variety of educational pro-
grams, social opportunities, day
trips, and community resources.
From historical presentations
and cooking classes to safety ini-
tiatives and celebratory events,
the coming months are filled
with opportunities for Norwood
seniors to stay active, informed,
and connected. And stay tuned,
June is only the beginning!

Events
Cooking at Powisset Farm
Those looking to sharpen
their culinary skills can enjoy a
Mediterranean-themed cook-
ing class at Powisset Farm on
Tuesday, June 2, at 11 a.m. Par-
ticipants will learn to prepare
fresh seasonal dishes inspired by
Mediterranean cuisine. The cost
1s $25 per person.
Deborah Sampson’s Secret
History comes alive on Friday,
June 5, at I p.m., with “Deborah
Sampson’s Secret,” a fascinating
presentation about the Massa-
chusetts woman who disguised
herself as a man and secretly
served in George Washington’s

Continental Army during the
Revolutionary War. Deborah
Sampson remains the only
known woman to successfully
serve in the army without being
discovered during her service.
Happy Birthday America
Trip

In celebration of America’s
250th anniversary, the Senior
Center is planning a special trip
to the Danversport Yacht Club
on Wednesday, June 17. The
event includes lunch and a per-
formance by the Patriot Fife and
Drum Duo. The cost is $129 per
person.
Lighthouses and Lobster
Adventure

A summertime trip to the
Maine coast is planned for Fri-
day, Aug. 7. Travelers will visit
both Boone Island Lighthouse
and the famous Nubble Light-
house in York, Maine, followed
by a traditional lobster dinner at
Toster’s. The day concludes with
shopping at Stonewall Kitchen.
The trip cost is $139 per person.
Norwood Alert Form Helps
Protect Vulnerable Resi-
dents

The Senior Center recently
reminded residents about the
importance of the Norwood
Alert Form program. The pro-
gram assists authorities in locat-
ing missing persons living with
Alzheimer’s disease, dementia,
or other cognitive impairments
who may be at risk of wander-
ing.

According to the Alzheimer’s
Association, warning signs can

www.newenglandic:lcri¥com

DON’T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT!
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

|2 I
o
- S -

SPRING
WITH AD

include forgetting
familiar locations,
restlessness, confu-
sion, or repeatedly
asking to “go home.”
Families are encouraged

to complete a Norwood Alert

loved one.
Completed forms are shared

form that includes

demographic infor-

mation, a physical
description, and a cur-
rent photograph of their

with on-duty officers in the
event a person is reported miss-
ing, helping first responders act
quickly and effectively. Forms

SENIOR CORNER

continued on page 11

If you’re getting medication at a chain pharmacy,

then you may be paying too much!

Eliquis® 5mg
Restasis® 0.5% drop
Dulera® Inhaler
Lantus® SoloStar Pen
Januvia® 50mg

NO LONG LINES! Come to pharmacy where

the pharmacist knows your name

Need help managing your meds?
We offer dispill medication packaging

NORWOOD °

PHARMACY

781-349-8895 - 54 Broadway * Norwood

Examples of what we’ve saved our customers:

Brand Drug Saved per month

e

6/1-6/5

SMP

Senior Medicare Patrol

Preventing Medicare Fraud

Call the
Massachusetts
SMP Program to
report healthcare
errors, fraud and
abuse.

800.892.0890

REPORT@MASMP.ORG

‘ ‘ This is what two patients who saved with
us said:

$300 “Sejal saves me %150 a month on my copay.”
$1 00 -L-M-

$90 “My other pharmacy wanted me to pay $390,
$300 but the pharmacist at Norwood found me a
coupon that saved me $150.” -A.Z.

TRANSFER

NOW

SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

Non prescription items
' wher? you transfer as a
\ NEW prescription chent

---------

Not everyone saves the same amount or

qualifies for a discount, but many do.
And many can, but don’t even know it.

MEDICARE FRAUD
PREVENTION WEEK!

Don't answer unknown calls and stay up to date
on the latest scams.

Learn how to read your MSN or sign up for a
Medicare.gov account to view claims online.

Contact the MA SMP Program if you suspect
healthcare fraud, errors, or abuse.

ninistration for Communif

S ,“S)
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LIVING HEALTHY

In Focus: Astigmatism

By Granam R. SteTsoN, OD, MS

Have you ever noticed head-
lights stretching into long streaks
at night or road signs appearing
tuzzy? Does your child often
squint or struggle with their
schoolwork? Astigmatism may
be the reason.

The term may sound intimi-
dating, but astigmatism is one of
the most common problems eye
doctors treat. Like nearsighted-
ness and farsightedness, it is a
refractive error that affects how
the eye focuses light. Iortunately,
astigmatism 1s very treatable and
correcting it can make a big dif-
ference in everyday life.

Whatit Is?

Astigmatism occurs when the
cornea (front of the eye) or the
lens (inside the eye) has an ir-
regular shape. Instead of being
curved evenly, like a basketball,
the cornea or lens 1s shaped
more like a football, with one
curve steeper than another. Be-

cause of this, light entering the
eye does not focus at a single
point on the retina (back of the

eye), causing vision to appear
blurry or distorted.

Astigmatism is very common.
Most people have at least a small
amount. Mild astigmatism may
not cause noticeable symptoms,

while higher amounts can blur
both distance and near vision.
It often occurs along with near-

11
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sightedness or farsightedness,
requiring a prescription that
corrects more than one focusing
problems.

Larger amounts of astigma-
tism are especially important

Ready for a refres

We can help find your new look

[=],

MODERNEYES

Schedule Today: 696 Washington Street, Norwood, MA |

to address, particularly for chil-
dren. Left uncorrected, it can
cause amblyopia, a condition
where ongoing blurry vision
weakens the connection between
the eye and brain, leading to
long-term visual problems.

How It Affects Vision

People with astigmatism may
notice blurry or distorted vision.
Others experience headaches,
eye strain, frequent squinting,
or fatigue while reading, doing
computer work, or using a
phone.

Children with uncorrected
astigmatism may struggle with
schoolwork or complain of tired
eyes. Many do not realize their
vision is abnormal since that is
all they have known.

Night driving can also be
challenging, with headlights and
streetlights appearing stretched
or starburst-shaped. In dim
lighting, reduced contrast can
make signs and lane markings
harder to see.

A

\\._ ——

.

Because symptoms can be
subtle, many people simply put
up with astigmatism, not realiz-
ing how much clearer and more
comfortable their vision could
be.

What Can Be Done

Fortunately, astigmatism is
easy to correct. Eyeglasses and
contact lenses use different cor-
rective powers to compensate for
the uneven curvature of the eye
and bring light into focus. Some
patients may also be candidates
for orthokeratology (Ortho-K)
or refractive surgery, such as
LASIK.

Regular, comprehensive eye
exams are essential for detecting
and monitoring astigmatism,
especially in children. Clear,
comfortable vision can improve
learning, work, driving, screen
use, and the simple enjoyment
of seeing the world clearly.

Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

781-352-4849 | MyModernEyes.com
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Twisting the day away

As the fresh air —
comes and the sun " -
starts to shine a bit
more, finding the

chiropractic care, includ-
ing chiropractic adjust-

ments, at-home stretches,
4 and increased hydration,

“perfect swing” Danny’s symptoms have
on the golf course - greatly improved and he
may come with is happy to be back on

some unwanted
repercussions. The
golf swing is an un-
natural motion for

the course pain-free.

If you are experienc-
ing these symptoms and
are ready to start on your

FOOD PANTRY
continued_from page 8

of Progress Norwood, a com-
munity organization focused on
local civic and social engage-
ment.

Sibbing-Dunn holds a Bach-
elor of Arts in Urban Affairs
and Public Administration from
Wright State University.

Deb Devine, previous Execu-
tive Director, is now stepping
back into a regular volunteer

position. She plans on spending
more time with family and en-
joying her well-earned time off.
The Ecumenical Community
Tood Pantry of Norwood pro-
vides food and essential goods to
families and individuals in need
within the Norwood and West-
wood area, operating through
a dedicated network of com-
munity volunteers. For more in-
formation on the Norwood Food
Pantry, visit www.norwoodpan-

try.org.

the body to make,
placing immense
stress on the lum-
bar spine and the
rotator cuff. While
this sport is played
by all ages, and may seem
low-impact in appearance, this
level of repetitive movement
can turn a leisurely weekend
activity into a source of chronic
discomfort.

Danny, a 28 year old male,
presented to our office com-

Goldstein

Dr. Rochelle Bien, Dr. Molly Rappaport & Dr. Michael

plaining of right shoulder pain
and stiffness across his lower
back following a weekend of
golfing with friends. He has
been an avid golfer for multiple
years, but has never experienced
this level of symptoms. After
starting a traditional course of

journey to health, call
THE HOLISTIC CEN-
TER AT BRISTOL
SQUARE located at
1426 Main Street, Wal-
pole. Call (508) 660-2722
to schedule your appointment
today.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored articles are submatted
by our advertisers. ‘T he advertiser
us solely responsible for the content
of this article.

SENIOR CORNER
continued from page 9

are available at the Norwood
Police Department, the Senior
Center, or online through the
town website at www.nor-
woodma.gov.
Anti-Scam Task Force Fo-
cuses on Awareness and
Protection

Town ofhicials are continu-
ing efforts to educate residents
through the Norwood Anti-
Scam Task Force, a collabora-

tive initiative designed to raise
awareness about scams targeting
older adults and vulnerable
populations.

The task force focuses on edu-
cating residents about common
scams involving phone calls,
banking, lottery winnings, chari-
ties, and gift cards, while also
working to reduce the stigma
often associated with fraud vic-
timization.

Officials stress that anyone
can become the victim of a
scam and encourage residents
to seek help immediately if

they suspect fraudulent activity.
Residents who believe they may
have been scammed are encour-
aged to contact the Norwood
Police Department at 781-440-
5100.

Additional scam prevention
resources are available through
the Federal Trade Commission,
United States Postal Inspec-
tion Service, and Consumer.
gov. Residents may also contact
the Norwood Anti-Scam Task
Force directly at NASTF@nor-
woodma.gov.

Stay Active All Summer Long!

SERVICES

" MANUAL TECHNIQUES
- DRY NEEDLING
. CUPPING
- BALANCE
- KINESIOLOGY TAPE
~+DIZZINESS. .
- VESTIBULAR ISSUES
- GRASON TECHNIQUE

Move Well

Physical Therapy ==

Micl;eile Doh;h;.fq_ -

— PT/Owner. =g

45 MINUTE APPOINTM

wMelissalParrish
“SPT..DPT.

. -
Michelle Triesslg
- —— = - W P

- PT-q'- - L
‘ﬁf—"‘-u__ T

NTS - PRIVATEROOMS

- 898B Washington Street, Norwood -
www.movewellptnorwood.com

AYURVEDA HEALTH & MEDITATION

Learn to balance your mind, lwa’y, and spirit with
nutrition, movement, and stress management.
It promotes lzarmony of body, mind, and spirit to
Zent illness and /ong—term vita/ity and we//—l)eing

Ayurveda Healthy lifestyle is a holistic approach
to living in balance with nature. Tailored to each
person’s unique mind-body type (dosha)

¢ Daily routines e Nourishing foods
¢ Meditation ® Movement

Maureen A Dermody, Cllopra Total Welll)eing' Coach
! yurve(la Teacher & Primordial Sound Meditation Teacher

508-561-3892
odermody1@verizon.net - Maureenadermody.com
: Healing through nature and ancient wisdom

BEAUTIFUL

SMILES THAT
LAST A LIFETIME!

Choose the best dental care
for you and your family

Call for an appointment

781-255-1100
45 Walpole Street #4, Norwood, MA
www.affinitydentalinc.com
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NORWOOD SPORTS

Norwood Girls Tennis Contmumg to Improve

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY

Playing in the ever-tough
Tri-Valley League is always an
adventure, but over the past few
years the Norwood girls tennis
team has had a rather unsympa-
thetic time on the courts. There
are a lot of talented teams in
the TVL and Norwood usually
finds themselves in the middle
near the lower half of the tier.
Although this year the team cur-
rently only has two wins (at press
time), they are playing much
better tennis; 4 or 5 wins would
be a big improvement building
upon last year.”

“Already having 2 wins is
good for us and we are look-
ing for a few more before the
season comes to an end,” Nor-
wood girls tennis coach Lisa
Tucker said. “This is a growing
year and we are growing in the
right direction.”

Not only have the Mustangs
been improving their skills on
the courts, they are also improv-
ing their numbers. Norwood

has attracted a lot of new girls

to the program this spring and

1s currently carrying 6 seniors, 3
juniors, and 13 sophomores. All
are trying hard and bringing a
great attitude to the game, which
Tucker believes is a major plus.

Senior Riley Barnett is one
of three Norwood captains to
lead the team on and off the
courts this year. Along with the
other captains, Tuvker is looking
for them to move the teamin a
positive direction while support-
ing all the newer players and
helping them to get better.

Barnett will be holding down
the number one singles position
for the Mustangs. She has been
playing well in her second year
as the top dog. Although having
a tough beginning facing a lot
of good schools, she has been
leveling off and is now playing
much better.

Sitting just below Barnett in
the pecking order playing sec-
ond singles is sophomore Maia
D’Annunzio, another extremely

EST 1932

ROOFING

* ROOFING ¢ SIDING * GUTTERS
e WINDOWS ¢ DECKS

Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured

brownbrosroofing.net
info@brownbrosroofing.net

(781) 329-2895

FINANCING AVAILABLE

F"’

'\/x/

1110
FILIRL % &

& ¢ 2

Photo courtesy of Coach Lisa Tucker

hard-working individual who
runs all over the court expelling
alot of energy. She is a dedi-
cated tennis player and takes les-
sons allowing her to keep pace
with the older athletes she goes
up against.

Diya Bhandira, another Nor-
wood captain, is playing third
singles for Tucker, and accord-
ing to the coach, she has already
won 4 matches for the Mustangs
this season (at press time).

“Diya is a consistent, all-
around player that brings a posi-
tive atmosphere to the courts,”
Tucker said. “She is very good
at making her opponents move
around the court.”

The final captain, Isabella
Gallo, is paired with sophomore
Angelina Giovangelo at first
doubles. The duo, after Barnett,
are the next two best players on
the Mustang squad. As a team,
they communicate well and
when they first got put together
last year, they meshed really
quickly to eventually form a for-
midable duo on the courts.

Rounding out the starters at
second doubles are sophomores
Aaradhya Sivakumar and
Maryana Watsa. Sivakumar
saw a little bit of action playing
doubles last year, while Watsa
only hit the court during exhibi-
tion matches.

LAy

“Thus far they are doing ok
but are still getting use to one
another,” Tucker said. “They
both bring a court presence and
if they can work more cohe-
sively then they will become a
good doubles team.”

With a good number of teams
on their schedule that are much
higher than the Mustangs, the
coach knows this will be a good
challenge for her team.

“Having a lot of sophomores
on our team this year is good
for the future,” Tucker said. “If
they continue to keep playing
and practicing, they will improve
and come next season we should
have a good year.”

Serving Up a New Look!

L R AT
The Bob Evatts Tennis Courts by the Coakley Middle School Reopen After Reconstruction!
Photo courtesy of the Norwood Recreation Department
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Young But Improving

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY

As the Norwood boys volley-
ball team surpasses the midway
point of the season, the
team has yet to record
a win (at press time),
but despite not break-
ing into the win column
Coach Paul Nimblett
1s not all that worried.
Having no seniors grac-
ing the Mustang roster,
the Norwood coach
likes what he has seen
from the underclass-
men.

“This 1s one of the
youngest teams that
I have ever had,”
Nimblett said. “Itis
definitely a rebuilding
year, but they are get-
ting better as the year
progresses. Although
an inexperienced team,
we are playing close sets
and just recently they
took a set from Norton, who is
playing with nine seniors.”

Coming into the season,
Nimblett knew that Norwood
was going to be a young team
and although the team has not
been able to secure a win as of
yet, he is very optimistic with the
progress they have been making.
During the first half of the sea-
son, Norwood has already gone
up against a majority of the
teams that they will see again
later in the season.

“We have gone up against a
lot of senior laden teams and
have taken our lumps,” the Nor-
wood coach said. “Hopefully
come the second half of the sea-
son, we will be able to win some
sets against these teams.”

Nimblett will be relying heav-
ily on his three juniors to help
lead the team into the future.
Nathan Karvitz and Akeem
Cohen are both three-year play-
ers who have improved their
game over the years. Karvitz
was a hitter last year, but the
coach was in need of a setter
this spring, so the junior made
the move. Unfortunately, he
was out for the team’s first four
games with an ankle injury, but
since his return Norwood had
been playing a lot better.

Cohen, an outside hitter,
the team’s strongest attacker,

possesses a good serve and

can play all around for the
Mustangs. The third junior is
Dejvi Caushllari, a very athletic

individual but new to the sport
of volleyball. According to Nim-
blett, he has been playing libero
and not only has he been getting
better on a daily basis, he has
impressed the coach with his
quick learning of the game.
Following the juniors, the
Mustangs have a number of
sophomores who have shown in-
credible potential on the court.
Luke Fleming, who comes from
a volleyball family, opened the
season as the team’s setter while
Karvitz was sidelined and al-
though he performed well, he
is much better suited as a hitter.
During the Norton game, he
had eight kills for the Mustangs.

Another sophomore middle
hitter who has performed well
had been Cyril Randall. Play-
ing along side Fleming, Nim-

blett is looking for big things
from the two.

“Last year as freshman they
were both part of our rotation
and were getting more playing
time than most freshman would
normally get,” the coach said.
“They are both basketball play-
ers and I am hoping for bigger
things this year as sophomores.”

One other sophomore who
has stepped up their game from
last year 13 Sambhav Niraula.
Freshmen John Connell has
made a name for himself on
the court during his first sea-
son while James Cushing has
seen some playing time as well.
Sophomore Brayden Jenkins
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will also see some action on the
court for the Mustangs.

Knowing that the team’s
numbers were going to be rela-
tively low this spring, Nimblett
applied and was granted a
waiver for eighth graders to take
part in the sport this spring.

“Having a few eighth graders
learn the game on the varsity
level this year will bring experi-
ence next year,” Nimblett said.
“The experience of playing
against top quality competition
will help their game in the long
run.”

Three eighth graders have
joined the team this season and
should be improved by the time
they get to high school next
fall. Yeiden Perez-Ciamacho,
Gavin Londergan, and Ben Ba-
ranowski, who 1s 6° 3, will bring
future height to the team. The
trio are getting playing time and
reps in practice and hopefully
will be able to help get Norwood
moving in the right direction
come next year.

“The future of Norwood vol-
leyball is bright if they all stick
with the game ,” the Mustang
coach said. “They are young but
are all hard workers and want to
improve. They enjoy the game
even though we have not been
winning, but they all believe in
what we are trying to do here.”

Having no seniors on this
year’s squad Nimblett will be
returning his entire team next
year, which would bode well
for the program, especially as
a lot of their opposition will be
graduating a large number of
senior players.

“I told this team early on that
the season is a process and jour-
ney and even though we are not
winning right now we are get-
ting better playing against good
teams,” Nimblett said. “They are
all getting playing time and gain-
ing confidence while playing for
a varsity team. They are soaking
it in and want to get better.”

osella’s

ltalian Family Restaurant

i

Congratulations
2026 Graduates

ROSETTA’S IS READY TO
HOST & CATER YOUR

GRADUATION PARTY

IN OUR RESTAURANT OR

PICK UP SOME OF OUR PARTY TRAYS L

Outdoor Patio Dining Available
ROSETTA'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT
521 Washington St., Canton, MA 02021
www.rosettasrestaurant.com

KITCHEN HOURS
Monday - Closed ® Tue/Wed/Thurs: 5PM to 9:30PM
Fri/Sat/Sun: 4PM to 10PM

Dine In/Take Out/Daily Specials/Full Bar/Party Platters/Catering/Function Room
Bereavement Luncheons/Coalitions/Private Corporate Luncheons/Team Dinners
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Benchmark Senior Living
Summer Storytime
Benchmark Senior Living, 40
Clapboardtree St.

10 a.m.

Families are invited to enjoy
sunny stories and happy songs
that encourage children and
caregivers to laugh, learn, and
connect together. After story-
time, children can enjoy a fun
summer-themed craft and a
light snack while spending time
with residents and making new
friends across generations. This
1s a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the joy of summer,
build community connections,
and create sweet memories
together. For questions, email
CFCE Program Coordinator
Liz Hogrell (ehogrell@minlib.
net).

Children’s Museum of Easton Fun
with S.T.E.A.M

Morrill Memorial Library

10 a.m.

Calling future scientists, tech-
nologists, engineers, and math-
ematicians! Test theories and
predictions through a compila-
tion of science, technology, en-
gineering, art and mathematics
experiments. Learn to become
problem solvers, innovators, cre-
ators, and collaborators while
having fun! Program includes a
free pass for each child to visit
the Children’s Museum Easton
(a $12 value) as well as an addi-

tional activity to do at home.

Sensory-Friendly Art Classes for
Adults

Morrill Memorial Library

10:30 a.m.

The Morrill Memorial
Library is partnering with
Norwood-based Lifeworks Inc
to bring this series of art classes.
Art instructor Stephanie Enloe
will run the program specially
designed for adults with differ-
ent levels of cognitive abilities.
Each week, she will guide par-
ticipants to create one-of-a-kind
art projects, often utilizing
recycled/repurposed materials
and items found in nature. The
program is free and open to at-
tendees aged 18+.

Monday Movie Matinee:
Nightmare Alley

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Morrill Memorial Library
1p.m.

If you love movies and want
to immerse yourself in unfor-
gettable cinematic experiences,
Morrill Memorial Library is
the place to be! June’s movie
is Nightmare Alley (140
mins), Rated R. Con artist
Stan Carlisle finds an unex-
pected ally in Dr. Lilith Ritter,

a psychiatrist, to amp up his
scams. However, as Lilith allows
Stan to see her for who she truly
1s, Stan begins to fear his new
associate. Based on the novel

by William Lindsay Gresham.
(Source: Swank)

Cast: Bradley Cooper, Cate
Blanchett, Toni Collette, Wil-
lem Dafoe, Richard Jenkins

Heated Rivalry: The Good,
the Bad, & the Ugly [HYBRID
event]

Morrill Memorial Library
6:30 p.m.

Who's Ilya? Shane? Why are we
talking about fictional gay hockey
players?

Join a discussion of Heated
Rivalry - the book series and
the show. Talk will revolved
around what’s going on in this
fictional universe and what our
cultural obsession with it says
about our universe today. There
will be spoilers but hopefully the
commentary will make them
worthwhile. Come prepared for
a fun and lively - maybe even
scrappy! - discussion. This fun
and informative talk will be
led between Prof. Masha Ras-
kolnikov and Cashman Kerr
Prince, just in time for Pride
Month! This event will be a hy-
brid format; attend in-person or
virtually via Zoom.

Women in Business Networking
Meeting

Norwood Civic Center

8a.m.

The Women’s Business
Networking (WBN) group is
a non-profit organization for
women in business or residents
of Norwood and surrounding
towns. The group meet two
mornings per month and in
addition to providing referral
business, the women share and
support business ideas and com-
munity events/fundraisers. If
you would like more informa-
tion about the organization or
learn about joining, call 781-

799-7068, or email womenin-
businessma@gmail.com.
Norwood Toastmasters Group
Norwood Civic Center

7 p.m.

The Norwood Toastmas-
ters Club helps develop com-
munication and leadership skills
for its members and the com-
munity at every ability level.
Guests are always welcome to
come and see just it is done!
Meetings are held on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of the
month. For more information,
visit: norwoodtoastmaster.toast-
mastersclubs.org/.

Music with Sarah
Morrill Memorial Library
10a.m.

Get ready to sing, dance, and
move to the beat in this lively
Music with Sarah class! De-
signed for young children and
their caregivers, this interactive
program is full of songs, instru-
ments, movement, and musical
fun that will have everyone clap-
ping and smiling along:

June 11
Sensory-Friendly Monthly Movie:
Zootopia 2!

Morrill Memorial Library
111.m.

This event is for adults with
different levels of cognitive
abilities.

June 13
Blessings Boutique Thrift Shop
First Baptist Church, 71 Bond St.
10a.m.-12 p.m.

Find your special treasures
at the boutique! The list in-
cludes clothes for the family
and kitchen, household items,
jewelry, shoes, books, and lots
more. Everything is clean, in
excellent condition, and well-
priced.

Puzzle Race
Morrill Memorial Library
2:30 p.m.

Love doing puzzles? Want to
test your speed against others?
Join us for a friendly puzzle
face-off against other teams!

How does the race work?

Up to 8 teams will compete,
with a maximum of 4 people
per team. Feel free to name
your team!

Families are welcome to come
as a team; children aged 10+
will count as a team member.

One puzzle per team.

Puzzles will be 500 pieces and
design will be the same.

Race will kick off at 2:30pm
and will end at 4pm. Please
plan on arriving by 2:20 pm
at the latest, so we can start on
time.

The team with the most com-
pleted puzzle by the end of the
race will be the winner, but ev-
eryone gets the bragging rights!

This program is free and
open to all, but note that the dif-
ficulty level of the puzzle design
1s most suitable for tweens,
teens and adults. Only one
team member registers for the
whole team.

Norwood Farmers Market
Norwood Town Common
2-6 p.m.

Library on the Common
Norwood Town Common
2:30-4:30 p.m.

Visit the library table from
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm. at the Nor-
wood Farmers Market! Learn
about library services and check
out our Friends of the MML
book sale. We will have donated
books to sell. All proceeds go
to the Friends of the Morrill
Memorial Library, a non-profit
organization that funds many
of the library programs. You
will get a chance to join the
Triends as well. No registration
necessary.

Author Talk: A Trans History of
the Weimar Republic

Morrill Memorial Library

7 p.m.

In honor of Pride Month,
the Morrill Memorial Library
welcomes author Milo Todd to
present “A Trans History of
the Weimar Republic.” During
the Weimar Republic (1919 to
1933), Berlin was considered the
queerest city in the entire world,
as well as a trailblazer of trans-
gender healthcare and culture.
Join Milo Todd (author of the
award-winning novel, The Lilac
People), as he discusses the era’s
vibrant trans community and
its endless series of documented
firsts, including terminology,
surgeries, rights, memoirs, and
music. The presentation will
conclude with a Q&A. Copies
of Milo’s book will be available
for sale and signing at the end
of the program.

Turn the Page Book Group

Morrill Memorial Library
10a.m.

Connect with Patty Bailey
and fellow local readers for a
friendly and informal conversa-
tion of Ina Garten’s memoir, Be
Ready When the Luck Hap-
pens. Ina Garten, the author of
thirteen best-selling cookbooks,
beloved Food Network person-
ality, Instagram sensation, and
the cultural icon whose face has
launched a thousand memes,
shares her personal story with
readers hungry for a seat at her
table.

Community Connections
Morrill Memorial Library
12-2 p.m.

Community Connections @
the Library is a monthly drop-in
gathering hosted by Riverside
Community Care on the third
Wednesday of each month.
Each session highlights new
ways to get connected, as well
as focused help from a trusted
local resource. Community
Connections @ the Library is
designed to help residents learn
about local resources, programs,
and opportunities for personal
growth and well-being. Meet
with a community coach, enjoy
friendly conversation, and dis-
cover ways to strengthen your
connection to the people and
supports around you. Drop in,
bring your lunch or a coffee,
and discover tools in your com-
munity that promote balance,
resilience, and wellness. All are
welcome, and all questions are
welcome - regardless of each
months highlighted topic.

Turn the Page Book Group
Morrill Memorial Library (Virtual)
6:30 p.m.

Connect with Patty Bailey
and fellow local readers for a
friendly and informal conver-
sation of Ina Garten’s mem-
oir, Be Ready When the
Luck Happens. Ina Garten,
the author of thirteen best-
selling cookbooks, beloved Food
Network personality, Instagram
sensation, and the cultural
icon whose face has launched
a thousand memes, shares her
personal story with readers hun-
gry for a seat at her table.

Artist-in-Residence: Plena Dance
Workshop

First Congregational Church
6:30 p.m.

Registration is required for Morrill Memorial Library events unless otherwise noted: visit www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar/,
or call the reference desk at 781-769-0200, x2.
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The Morrill Memorial Li-
brary, in partnership with First
Congregational Church in
Norwood, bring the 2026 Artist-
in-Residence to the Norwood
community. Join Jorge Santiago
Arce for a unique exploration
and celebration of Puerto Rican
and Afro-Caribbean music and
culture this Spring in three sepa-
rate events!

No experience is required
for this class made for begin-
ners! Arrive in clothing meant
for movement and everything
else will be provided. Plena is a
traditional Afro-Puerto dance
that has been evolving since the
beginning of the 20th century.
The Plena dance Workshop is
a unique opportunity for par-
ticipants to learn traditional
steps of this dance from Puerto
Rico in a very friendly and easy
fashion. Students will learn to
appreciate the connection of this
Afro-Puerto Rican dance with
contemporary movements like
hip-hop. This workshop is rec-
ommended for adults and teens.

Monday Movie Matinee: Touch
Morrill Memorial Library
1 p.m.

If you love movies and want
to immerse yourself in unfor-
gettable cinematic experiences,
Morrill Memorial Library is
the place to be! The second
June movie is Touch (161
mins) Rated R. It centers on
a widower’s journey to find his
first love before time runs out.
(Source: Swank). Cast: Yoko
Narahashi, Egill Olafsson,
Palmi Kormakur, Masahiro
Motoki, Koki

Women in Business Networking
Meeting

Norwood Civic Center

8a.m.

The Women’s Business
Networking (WBN) group s
a non-profit organization for
women in business or residents
of Norwood and surrounding
towns. The group meet two
mornings per month and in
addition to providing refer-
ral business, the women share
and support business ideas and
community events/fundraisers.
If you would like more infor-
mation about the organization
or learn about joining, call 781-
799-7068, or email womenin-
businessma@gmail.com.

Norwood Farmers Market
Norwood Town Common
2-6 p.m.

Library on the Common
Norwood Town Common
2:30-4:30 p.m.

Visit the library table from
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm. at the Nor-
wood Farmers Market! Learn
about library services and check
out our Iriends of the MML
book sale. We will have donated
books to sell. All proceeds go
to the Iriends of the Morrill
Memorial Library, a non-profit
organization that funds many of
the library programs. You will
get a chance to join the Friends
as well. No registration neces-
sary.

Adult Craft Program: Faux Stained
Glass

Morrill Memorial Library

6:30 p.m.

Morrill Memorial Library
1s excited to welcome veteran
crafter Rachelle Toth for a col-
orful and creative evening of
Faux Stained Glass! Using felt
and simple crafting techniques,
Rachelle will guide attendees in
making beautiful “stained glass”
art pieces that look stunning
and are fun to create. Whether
you're a seasoned crafter or try-
ing something new for the first
time, this program is perfect for
all skill levels — no experience
needed! All supplies will be pro-
vided.

We Were Always Here: Uncovering
Queer History in Every Era

Morrill Memorial Library (Virtual)
6:30 p.m.

From the Friends of Doro-
thy to Boston marriages, LG-
BTQIA+ people have been

NEED A PROPANE

REFILL°

a 20 1b Fill

living as their authentic queer
selves in every era, in every
culture. Genderqueer inclusion
consultant Ali Kane (she/they)
will share queer stories from the
1600s to the 1960s. From these
accounts, you will gain a glimpse
into queer lives throughout his-
tory, as well as explore how these
truths were uncovered and strat-
egies for preserving queer his-
tory today. Through case studies,
you will learn how historians
continue to grapple with validat-
ing these experiences within 21st
Century understanding of iden-
tity, gender, and family.

Titles on Tap Book Group

Napper Tandy'’s Pub, 46 Day St.
7:30 p.m.

The June title had yet to be
announced at press time. Copies
of the book will be available to
pick up at the library’s Reference
desk. Please contact the library
for details on the March book at
781-769-0200. The ebook and
audiobook are instantly available
through either Libby or hoopla.
Titles on Tap is a social book
group for readers in their 20s
and 30s and for the young at
heart. We go in for stories that
are shaken, not stirred, and we
don’t mind taking our love of lit
outside the library walls. Titles
on Tap meets once a month
in the left-hand bar of Napper
Tandy’s to eat, drink, be merry,
and discuss the latest reading
selection.

Norwood Toastmasters Group
Norwood Civic Center
7 p.m.

The Norwood Toastmas-
ters Club helps develop com-
munication and leadership
skills for its members and the

00
off

(with coupon)

NORWOOD BOTTLED GAS

305 Providence Highway, Norwood

(Next to Boch HONDA)

781-762-2330 » 781-762-2331

community at every ability level.
Guests are always welcome to
come and see just it is done!
Meetings are held on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of the
month. For more information,
visit: norwoodtoastmaster.toast-
mastersclubs.org/.

Sensory-Friendly Lego Club for
Adults

Morrill Memorial Library

10:30 p.m.

Join the L.E.A.D. students
in this creative adventure. Just
bring your imagination - the
library will provide the Legos.
The Club is free, inclusive, and
open to anyone ages 18+. Itis
specially designed for adults with
different levels of abilities.

Sensory-Friendly Lego Club for
Adults
Morrill Memorial Library
10:30 p.m.
Join the L.E.A.D. students

in this creative adventure. Just

bring your imagination - the
library will provide the Legos.
The Club is free, inclusive, and
open to anyone ages 18+. It is
specially designed for adults with
different levels of abilities.

Sensory-Friendly Art Classes for
Adults

Morrill Memorial Library

10:30 a.m.

The Morrill Memorial
Library is partnering with
Norwood-based Lifeworks Inc
to bring this series of art classes.
Art instructor Stephanie Enloe
will run the program specially
designed for adults with different
levels of cognitive abilities. Each
week, she will guide participants
to create one-of-a-kind art proj-
ects, often utilizing recycled/
repurposed materials and items
found in nature. The program is
free and open to attendees aged
18+.

LENDA
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“Poirier

Sales & Service

Excellent, prompt, and professional service.
Have shopped here for many years and will
continue to do so. Highly recommended. , ,

— customer review

We carry all major and premium appliance brands

poiriersales.com
NEWTON 244 Needham St. Newton, MA 02464 e 617.558.5500

NORWOOOD 1015 Washington St. Norwood, MA 02062 ® 781.769.2446

be combined with other offers.
In store purchases only. Coupon

! i
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1 1
1 1
1 Limit one per customer. Cannot |
1 1
1 1
: must be presented at purchase. :

LOOKING FOR PARTS OR REPAIR SERVICE? WE CAN HELP!

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL.
15% OFF 10% OFF
PARTS SERVICE CALL

be combined with other offers.
In store purchases only. Coupon

! i
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1 1
1 1
1 Limit one per customer. Cannot |
1 1
1 1
: must be presented at purchase. :




Page 16 Norwood Local Town Pages | www.norwoodtownnews.com June 1, 2026
CALENDAR m istration is encouraged but not  the Morrill Memorial Library, ~ Each session begins with a
continued from page 15 required. a non-profit organization that short, beginner-friendly medita-

Blessings Boutique Thrift Shop
First Baptist Church, 71 Bond St.
10a.m.-12 p.m.

Spend a few hours at the
boutique! Outfit the entire
family and find jewelry to
match, decorate the house, pick
up things for the kitchen, stock
up on summer reading, and
browse through all of the other
wonderful items offered to any-
one looking for a bargain for
quality merchandise.

Cozy Puzzle Night
Morrill Memorial Library
6:30 p.m.

Warm up, get cozy, and hang
out with friends and neighbors!
The Simoni Room will be full
of 300 to 500-piece puzzles
waiting to be completed. The
ibrary will provide light refresh-
ments and warm drinks, and
play lo-fi music to curate a
relaxed vibe. Unlike the puzzle
races, this event is not com-
petitive! There will be plenty
of puzzles available, but feel
free to bring any from home
to share or trade as well. Reg-

Norwood Farmers Market
Norwood Town Common
2-6 p.m.

Library on the Common
Norwood Town Common
2:30-4:30 p.m.

Visit the library table from
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm. at the
Norwood Farmers Market!
Learn about library services
and check out our Friends of
the MML book sale. We will
have donated books to sell. All
proceeds go to the Friends of

Summer Event Season Is Here:
Get Your Permits in Early

By MicHELE TARANTO

As Norwood gears up for
another busy summer season,
residents planning community
events are encouraged to start
the permitting process early.
Whether organizing a neigh-
borhood block party, hosting
a charity road race, planning

a festival, or gathering at one
of Norwood’s beautiful town-
owned parks, advance planning
1s key to securing the desired
space and making events run
smoothly.

Town officials are reminding
residents and organizations that
summer calendars fill quickly,

VOLUNTEERS

Attend an in-person

Wednesday, June 3, 2026

In-person ESOL tutor training begins June 9, call for details
or to learn about other orientation dates.

If you have the time and desire to help adult learners
improve their literacy skills, we have an opportunity for you.
All you need is a high school diploma and sensitivity to
the struggles of adult students. Join us for the orientation
session to learn more about this opportunity.

COMMITMENT
¢ One orientation session and 18 hours of training.
e Meet with your student 2 hours per week for a year.

LOCATION

Orientation and training will be held in person.

PLEASE JOIN US!

Literacy Volunteers at the Morrill Memorial Library

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
781-769-4599 email: Ivamml@minlib.net

LITERACY

NEEDED

Orientation

1-2:30 p.m.

and event requests requiring ap-
proval from the Norwood Board
of Selectmen should be submit-
ted as soon as possible to avoid
scheduling conflicts and delays.

The proposed upcoming
meeting dates for event approv-
als are:

* Tuesday, May 19, 2026

* Tuesday, June 9, 2026

¢ Tuesday, June 23, 2026

* Tuesday, July 14, 2026

* Tuesday, August 11, 2026

Applicants should note that all
requests and permit applications
must be submitted at least one
week prior to a scheduled meet-
ing in order to be placed on the
agenda. Meeting dates may also
be subject to change.

Town officials encourage

funds many of the library pro-
grams. You will get a chance
to join the Friends as well. No

registration necessary.
Calm Minds, Creative Lines
Morrill Memorial Library
6:30 p.m.

This is a mediation
and doodling program
called Calm Minds, Cre-
ative Lines hosted by Dimple
Shah and Saswat Mohanty.
Calm Minds, Creative Lines is
a guided wellness and creativity
program that combines acces-
sible meditation with mindful
doodling inspired by Zentangle.

L ——
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residents not to wait until the
last minute, especially during
the busy summer months when
parks, streets, and public spaces
are in high demand for commu-
nity events and celebrations.
Permit applications and ad-
ditional information can be

(F}: "
_ -'/ ,

tion designed to help partici-
pants relax, focus, and reduce
stress, followed by structured
doodling exercises that encour-
age creative expression in a
calm and supportive environ-
ment. No prior experience with
meditation or art is required.
The program promotes men-
tal wellness, introduces simple
mindfulness techniques, and
provides a quiet, engaging ac-
tivity. For ages 18+

found on the Town of Norwood
website at:
Town of Norwood Permit Ap-
plications

Questions regarding permits
or scheduling can be directed to:
selectmen@norwoodma.gov.

Gail

SOLD $880,000 - 241 RIDGEWOOD DRIVE, NORWOOD

LiDonni
BROKER/OWNER

ABR, Realtor, Norwood
Town Meeting Member

Call me for a FREE Home Market Analysis and
FREE Home Staging Consultation

GAIL LIDONNI e LEGACY PROPERTIES
Your Local Real Estate Agent
Gail @LegacyPropertiesRE.com

LEGACY = =]
f-" PROPERTI Eﬂ
——— [

COMING SOON! - Beautiful 2 Bedroom Townhouse
in Reynolds Farm Westwood - a 55+ community
Offered at $860,000

781-799-5344
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Strong Real Estate Activity in April
Norfolk County Register of slightly from this time last year, have lost their homes, and even  of Deeds 1s located at 649 High
Deeds William P. O’Donnell broader economic concerns, more are dangerously close to St., in Dedham. The Registry REAL ESTATE

released the real estate recording
statistics for April, 2026, which
indicated strong real estate ac-
tivity across Norfolk County,
particularly in document record-
ings, deeds, and mortgage activ-
ity compared to April, 2025.

The Registry of Deeds re-
corded 9,468 documents in
April, 2026, a 9% increase com-
pared to the 8,671 documents
recorded in April, 2025, and a
7% increase from March, 2026.

“April, 2026, demonstrated
robust real estate activity, par-
ticularly in the number of deeds
and mortgages recorded, which
make up a significant portion of
the documents processed by the
Registry,” Register O’Donnell
said. “These increases suggest
that buyers and sellers remain
active in the market.”

The total number of deeds
recorded for April, 2026, rep-
resenting both commercial and
residential real estate sales and
transfers, was 1,424, showing
an 8% increase from the 1,322
deeds recorded in April, 2025,
and a 21% increase from the
previous month of March,
2026. Looking at just real estate
sales, 688 properties were sold
in April, 2026, an 11% increase
compared to April, 2025, and
a significant 40% increase from
March, 2026.

“The data from April suggests
a more active start to this year’s
homebuying season compared
to last year,” Register O’Donnell
stated. “While economic fac-
tors, such as increased food and
fuel costs remain a consider-
ation for many buyers, some
improvement in listing activity
has contributed to an increase
in real estate sales and transfers
throughout Norfolk County.”

Lending activity also re-
mained strong in April. A total
of 1,640 mortgages were re-
corded in April, 2026, a 14%
increase from the 1,443 mort-
gages recorded in April, 2025,
although slightly down 2% from
March, 2026.

“The rise in mortgage activ-
ity suggests continued interest
in property financing,” Register
O’Donnell said. “While borrow-
ing conditions have improved

such as affordability, inflation,
and job stability continue to
influence how buyers approach
long-term investments, particu-
larly first-time homebuyers.”

The average sale price of
commercial and residential
properties for April, 2026, was
approximately $1.15 million,

a 17% decrease compared to
April, 2025, and a 9% decrease
from March, 2026.

“This reduction in overall real
estate prices compared to last
year may offer some relief to
those looking to purchase prop-
erty in Norfolk County,” Reg-
ister O’Donnell said. “Lower
average sale prices could create
new opportunities for first-time
homebuyers and current home-
owners looking to move who
were previously priced out of
the market. However, purchase
prices remain high relative to
past years.”

The Registry continues to
closely monitor foreclosure ac-
tivity. In April, 2026, there were
5 foreclosure deeds recorded as
a result of mortgage foreclosures
taking place in Norfolk County,
a slight decrease from the 6 re-
corded in April, 2025. Notices
to foreclose, which represent
the first step in the foreclosure
process, increased to 23 in April,
2026 from 20 in April, 2025.

“Any reduction in foreclosure
activity is positive news,” Regis-
ter O’Donnell said. “With that
said, we must remember that
foreclosure activity has a human
impact, and there are still a
number of our neighbors who

Make Your Move This May!

Local Agent.
Local Listings.
Personal Service.

Helping buyers & sellers in Norwood
and beyond — every step of the way.

JENNIFER CONLEY -« 508.265.3824
Jen.Conley@CBRealty.com * JenConleyRealEstate.com

COLDWELL BANKER | REALTY

losing their homes. I would urge
anyone struggling to pay their
mortgage or who knows some-
one who s struggling to contact
one of the non-profit organiza-
tions listed at www.norfolkdeeds.
org.”

Tor the past several years,
the Norfolk County Registry
of Deeds has partnered with
Quincy Community Action
Programs (617-479-8181, x376),
and NeighborWorks Housing
Solutions (508-587-0950), to
help anyone facing challenges
paying their mortgage. Another
option for homeowners is to
contact the Massachusetts At-
torney General’s Consumer Ad-
vocacy and Response Division
(CARD) at 617-727-8400.

“April’s real estate activity
reflects a market that remains
active, with steady transaction
levels across several key indi-
cators,” Register O’Donnell
concluded. Norfolk County
continues to be a desirable place
to live and work, and despite
fluctuations in the broader econ-
omy, the local real estate market
has shown strength through
continued property sales, solid
mortgage activity, and pricing
adjustments that may help im-
prove affordability.”

To learn more about these
and other Registry of Deeds
events and initiatives like them
on Facebook at facebook.com/
NorfolkDeeds, or follow on X
at x.com/NorfolkDeeds and
Instagram at instagram.com/
NorfolkDeeds.

The Norfolk County Registry

is a resource for homeowners,

Double Advantag

continued on page 18

e Real Estate Team

Two agents, one goal: your real estate success

Susan Woods
508-641-2876
swooods@jackconway.com

Jennifer Soderquist
508-254-1750
jsoderquist@jackconway.com

June is one of the strongest
months for buying and
selling real estate.

Opportunities are strong. If you're thinking of making
a move, I'm here to guide you with over: 30 years
of trusted experience, professional service, local
expertise, and results you canicount'on. Call today,
and move ahead with alwinning real estate plan.

Hellas Assad
Cell 781.856.9477

Need a NEW
home to

host your
Summer

Steve Callahan
Broker/Owner/Realtor®
781-704-5356

steve(@stevecallahanrealty.com

Veronica McElaney

Realtor®

617-605-1610
Veronica@stevecallahanrealty.com

Bas

CALLTODAY FOR
YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION
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Renting Your Home This Summer

By MicHELE TARANTO

As Massachusetts prepares for
a summer unlike any other in
2026, Norwood residents may
be considering it a good op-
portunity to supplement their
income while renting out their
house or driveway. With major
international and regional events
expected to bring thousands of
visitors into the Greater Boston
area, local homeowners and
commuters could both feel the
impact, and perhaps even ben-
efit from it.

The summer calendar is
packed with attractions, in-
cluding World Cup soccer, the
return of Sail Boston and the
Tall Ships, and celebrations
surrounding the nation’s 250th
anniversary. Tourism officials
are already predicting that hotels
throughout eastern Massachu-
setts will be at or near capacity
during much of June and July.

For some Norwood homeown-
ers, that could present a unique
financial benefit. Below is infor-
mation provided by the Town of
Norwood Economic Develop-
ment Department.

Residents considering renting
out their homes or apartments

on a short-term basis may want
to familiarize themselves with
what is commonly known as
“The Augusta Rule.” Officially
referred to as Section 280A by
the IRS, the rule allows home-
owners to rent their homes for
up to 14 days per year without
having to report the rental
income on their federal tax re-
turns. The rule was originally
created to benefit residents of
Augusta, Georgia, during the
Masters Golf Tournament, but
it applies nationwide as long as
the property is not primarily
used as a business.

However, homeowners should
remember that state and local
tax requirements still apply. Mas-
sachusetts short-term rentals may
be subject to the state’s Room
Occupancy Excise Tax and other
local regulations. Residents are
encouraged to carefully review
Massachusetts Department of
Revenue guidelines before listing
a property for rent.

Transportation will also be a
major consideration this sum-
mer. With World Cup events and
Sail Boston expected to draw
massive crowds into the region,
traffic congestion s likely to
increase significantly on major

travel days. Norwood’s proxim-
ity to Boston and its three com-
muter rail stations may make
the town especially attractive for
visitors looking for convenient
access to the city while avoiding
downtown hotel prices.

Officials are encouraging
commuters and travelers to plan
ahead. Updated transporta-
tion resources are expected to
include special stadium express
buses, rideshare options, ex-
panded MBTA commuter rail
information, and designated
parking areas for event attend-
ees. The MBTA has also created
visitor guides for those planning
to travel to and from Boston-
area venues using public trans-
portation.

For Norwood residents, the
summer of 2026 could bring
both challenges and opportu-
nities — from heavier traffic
to a potential boost for local
businesses and homeowners.
Whether renting out a spare
room, welcoming visiting fam-
ily, or simply navigating busier
roads and trains, planning ahead
may help make the most of what
promises to be a historic and
exciting summer season in Mas-
sachusetts.

REAL ESTATE
continued from page 17

title examiners, mortgage lend-
ers, municipalities and others

with a need for secure, accurate,
accessible land record informa-
tion. All land record research
information can be found on the
Registry’s website www.norfolk-
deeds.org. Residents in need of

assistance can contact the Regis-
try of Deeds Customer Service
Center at (781) 461-6101, or
email registerodonnell@norfolk-
deeds.org

@ongiatulationsitoiNorwood High,

RE/MAX Real Estate _Center

781-762-1945 Office

- -
pkeadyrealestate(@gmail.com
-
‘www.paulkeady.com

May 21, 2026
Dear Norfolk County Residents,

It is that time of the year when
local budgets in the 28 communi-
ties that make up Norfolk County
get voted on. If your town is like
my town, these are tough budget
times. Communities are trying to
wrestle with funding budget priori-
ties.

The 28 towns and city that
make up Norfolk County are pay-
ing almost 8 million dollars to the
Norfolk County Commissioners
and Norfolk County Government
in a yearly tax assessment sent
from Norfolk County. It is ime
for the communities of Norfolk
County to examine whether this
8 million dollar county tax is bet-
ter kept in the local towns to fund
their budget priorities.

There has been wasteful costs
to the taxpayers as these elected
and appointed Norfolk County
officials try to justify and defend
their illegal and unlawful actions
in a number of Massachusetts
courts. In Fiscal Year 2024, over
$200,000.00 was spent by the
Norfolk County Commission-
ers on legal fees. Just this Fiscal
Year, 2026, over $159,913.00
has been spent by the Norfolk
County Commissioners in legal
fees through March 31, 2026,
with 3 months to go in the fis-
cal year. County Director John J.
Cronin and the Norfolk County
Commissioners have voted and
received an additional $50,000.00
for legal monies with their vote on
December 10, 2025, and another
separate $50,000.00 for legal mon-
ies on top of this with their vote
on May 6, 2026. Is it time the 28
communities investigate wasteful
spending and see what the Nor-
folk County Commissioners are
doing and spending the taxpay-
ers’ money on? After all, each of
the 28 towns and city of Norfolk
County are potentially liable for
the debts and liabilities of this
Norfolk County Government.

The Norfolk County Commis-
sioners accepted in 2023, 10 mil-
lion dollars for selling the Quincy
District Court House. Could your
community use any of this 10
(ten) million dollars? After all, it
was the communities of Norfolk
County that built this court house
and maintained all these years
this court house. Yet, the Norfolk
County Government did not even
ask or offer the local communities
to share in this 10 million dollars.

There have been negative find-
ings by independent auditors who
have examined Norfolk County’s
financial books. On December 15,
2021, Lynch Marini & Associates
Inc. Certified Public Accountants

wrote “...the County funded man-
date was deficient in the range of
$197,000.00 to $282,000.00 for
fiscal year 2020”. Would your
town allow such deficiencies?

The independent auditor Lynch
Marini & Associates Inc. Certified
Public Accountants reported an-
other audit finding on August 21,
2023 “For the current fiscal year
this leaves a potential range of
misstatements within the Gounty’s
financial statements between
$645,000.00 and $2.3 million
between respective fund balances
(General Fund and Deeds Excise
Fund).” Would your town toler-
ate any such misstatements within
your town’s financial statements?

Norfolk County did not like
what the certified public accoun-
tants Lynch Marini found and
reported. However, even the new
auditor brought in by the Norfolk
County Commissioners, Powers
and Sullivan LLC CPAs and Ad-
visors on May 3, 2024, reported
a material weakness when they
wrote “These large fluctuations
indicate that this is a systemic
problem in how the accounts are
being used and not a one-time
error”. Would your town tolerate
systemic problems in town finan-
cial accounts as well as a material
weakness audit finding?

It is well documented the
various poor decisions the Norfolk
County Commissioners and their
County Director John J. Cronin
have made when it comes to inter-
fering with the Registry of Deeds
and its operations. There has been
unsound management by Norfolk
County General Government that
in this day and age should be striv-
ing to be efficient, effective and
relevant.

The Norfolk County Commis-
sioners and the County Director

John J. Cronin have lost in a num-
ber of different courts in litigation
involving the Registry of Deeds
including a loss in the highest
state court in Massachusetts, the
Supreme Judicial Court. Norfolk
County Government has violated
a number of Massachusetts state
laws by unlawfully interfering
with Registry operations and
misappropriating taxpayer public
monies designated by state law for
Registry use. When elected and
appointed officials that run Nor-
folk County General Government
make poor decisions, abuse their
power, and break the law, that
should be a signal to the people
who live in the communities of
Norfolk County to take a closer
look at this layer of government.

Sincerely yours,
Bill O’Donnell
Norfolk County Register of Deeds
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