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Exceptional Care
Every Resident, Every Day

• Weekend & Shift Differentials
• Flexible schedules

• Tuition reimbursement
• Supportive, knowledgeable
   team environment
• Unlimited Employee
   referral bonus program
• Comprehensive benefits
   package including 401k
   match

Call Margaret to get your
Free Measurement

Free Design & Quote 
and ask how you can get
 FREE GRANITE!*

*Does not include install
833 Providence Road (Rte. 122)

Whitinsville, MA
508-372-9023

Exceptional Price & Great Quality at
CABINETDEPOT.COM 
SHOWROOM OUTLET

CABINET DEPOT
Quality at Warehouse prices!

Marscott.CabinetDepot@gmail.com

 “Margaret is my ‘go to’ when I need a new kitchen. Cabinet Depot has both great quality and great prices.”Scott B., Contractor

Electrical Diagnostics Electrical Diagnostics 
   & Repair   & Repair
Plowing & Sanding Plowing & Sanding 
      RepairsRepairs
Engine/Transmission Engine/Transmission 
      ReplacementsReplacements
Classic Car ProjectsClassic Car Projects

290 Providence Rd. | S. Grafton, MA | 508-839-7071

Uxbridge voters approve full school 
budget and key capital investments
BY BRITTANY AMALFI

In a strong show of support 
for local education, resi-
dents at Town Meeting voted 

overwhelmingly to approve the 
Uxbridge Public Schools Fiscal 
Year 2027 budget, which includes 
the full 2.5% increase to the town 
appropriation over FY26 requested 
by the School Committee.

The vote followed several 
months of discussion and bud-
get review, and it now ensures 
continued support for the district’s 
approximately 1,670 students at-
tending Taft Early Learning Center, 
Whitin Intermediate School, 
Uxbridge High School, and the 
Independence Project.

The approved budget will fund 
educators, specialists, academic 
programs, student services, and 
operational needs throughout 
the district. Community support 
was instrumental in securing the 

budget’s passage, with residents, 
school employees, parents, and 
community advocates participating 
throughout the budget process and 
at Town Meeting.

School officials also recognized 
the efforts of faculty, staff, and 
members of the Uxbridge Teachers 
Association who attended Town 
Meeting and advocated for the 
needs of students and schools. The 
School Committee was commend-

ed for its leadership throughout a 
rigorous and transparent zero-
based budgeting process that began 
last fall.

Town Meeting also approved 
several important capital invest-
ments designed to improve edu-
cational facilities and technology 
infrastructure across the district:

• Uxbridge High School Tennis 
and Pickleball Courts — $250,000

• Districtwide Technology 
Touchscreen Hardware Transition 
— $88,000

• Districtwide Technology – 
Network Overhaul— $197,000

• Whitin Intermediate School 
Gymnasium Floor Replacement — 
$30,000

These projects are intended to 
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BVT Signing Day Celebrates 
Skilled Seniors
Co-Op program connects 180 students to 
high-skill, high-wage jobs  

The Cooperative Educa-
tion (Co-Op) program at 
Blackstone Valley Regional 

Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT) held its 6th annual Career 

Signing Day on May 15. The cer-
emony recognized the senior Co-
Op and career placement students, 
who proudly announced their 
career or military plans and signed 
commitment letters to work with 
their employers after graduation. 

Vocational Director Kerri Bal-
tramaitis welcomed the soon-to-be 
graduates, parents, instructors, 
industry partners, and school 
administrators before highlight-
ing each student’s achievement in 
their trade area and the Co-Op 
program.

The Class of 2026 produced 
record-setting Co-Op numbers, 
with180 students participating 
in the program. Since March of 
2025, students have worked more 
than 75,0000 hours and earned a 
combined total of more than $1.3 
million in wages. The Co-Op ex-
perience is made possible through 
partnerships with a growing num-
ber of local businesses that support 
students each year, demonstrating 
the program’s positive impact on 
the local workforce and commu-
nity.

During the ceremony, students 
signed employment contracts 
with representatives from local 
companies, including A.S Jones, 
Adaptive Plumbing & Heat-
ing, AFDJ Contracting, Armed 

After graduating from BVT’s Plumbing program, Kaelynn Kennerknecht of Bellingham will 
continue her employment with Notturno Home Services. Photo submitted
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CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

40 Douglas St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Connections Physical Therapy is a family, locally owned 
and operated company with 23 clinics throughout 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
Connections PT is committed to providing the highest quality

 of care for our patients in a one-on-one setting.
Call us NOW to set up an appointment!

Services:
Orthopedic Physical Therapy • Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Neck and Back Pain Relief • Manual Therapy
Sports Injury Treatment • Vestibular Rehabilitation • & More!

Contact Us:
508-501-5008

Uxbridge@ConnectionsPT.com
Connectionspt.com

Liberate Your Property!Liberate Your Property!
COMPLETE SOLUTIONS FOR PROPERTY CLEARING

Removal of brush, briars, brambles, vines, unwanted saplings,
dead trees, logs, stumps, overgrown weeds & grass!

•BRUSH CUTTING
•SHED SITE PADS & PREP
•BOBCAT / SKID STEER WORK
•FIELD MOWING

•STUMP GRINDING
•PROPERTY CLEARING
•BRUSH PILE / JUNK REMOVAL
•TRIAXLE DUMP TRUCK SERVICE

LACKEY DAM
PROPERTIES, INC.
DOUGLAS, MA

Call us at:  

(508) 958-7138

enhance learning environments, 
improve access to technology, 
and maintain school facilities for 
students and staff.

Town Meeting also approved 
funding for a formal engineering 
study of the turf field and track 
at Uxbridge High School. The 
facility has been in service for ap-
proximately 15 years, exceeding its 
original 10-year design lifespan.

The study will provide criti-
cal data needed to evaluate the 
condition of the field and track 
and guide future planning for a 
facility used extensively by student-
athletes and community organiza-
tions.

And finally, residents authorized 
the Year 4 extension of the district’s 
student transportation contract 
with Vendetti Motors, Inc. The 
agreement, valued at $2,147,885, 
will provide transportation services 
from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 
2027.

The outcome of Town Meeting 
reflects the community’s continued 
commitment to public educa-
tion and the success of Uxbridge 
students. With the FY27 budget 
and capital projects now approved, 
district leaders can move forward 
with planning for the upcoming 
school year while continuing to fo-
cus on responsible stewardship of 
taxpayer resources and maintain-
ing strong educational opportuni-
ties for all students.

UXBRIDGE
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Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness comes to 
Uxbridge in June!
The Town of Uxbridge is proud 

to announce an upcoming 
event highlighting recent Mu-

nicipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
grants awarded to the Town.  The 
event is free, and light refresh-
ments will be available.   

The event is an interactive 
session on Saturday, June 13  at 
12:00 noon at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center at 36 South Main Street.  
Those who attend will help cre-
ate the design for the Gray Rock 
Pocket Forest, located on the site 
of the former Gray Rock Estate 
at the corner of E Hartford Ave 
and Crown and Eagle Rd. The 
first interactive session was held 
in January. This session will build 
on ideas developed then, as well 
as work done in the interim by the 
“Posse”, the group responsible for 
administering the project.  Such 
work includes a land survey to 
determine legal borders, wetlands 

delineation, and an informal 
inventory of existing native trees 
and invasive species.  This project 
is built upon the philosophy that 
the public’s involvement ensures its 
relevance and ultimate success.   

You are cordially invited to 
come to the interactive event.

Get involved with this project:
Become a Citizen Scientist to 

monitor water quality and insects 
before and after dam removal

Plant native wetland species 
after dam removal  

Become a Posse member to 
guide the development of the 
Pocket Forest

Join the Friends of the Gray 
Rock Pocket Forest to receive 
newsletters and notification of 
events.

If interested, contact David 
Tapscott at the Board of Health 
(dtapscott@uxbridge-ma.gov or 
(508)278-8600. 

Services, Avenue Fifty, Back Bay 
Mechanical, Boots on the Ground 

Landscaping, Boston Lawnmower, 
Boston Volvo, Boucher Energy 
Systems, Bulldog Fire Apparatus, 
Capurso Electric, Control Point, 
Crothers Tire & Auto Repair, D.C. 

Bates Equipment, G&C Plumbing 
& Heating, Grasseschi Plumbing, 
J&P Truck and Auto, JTS Diesel 
Performance, Kevin Allen Carpen-
try, L.R Favreau Septic, Lavallee 

Systems, Marty’s Auto Service, 
Medway Oil & Propane, Milton 
CAT, Nicks Landscaping, North-
bridge Smiles, Notturno Home 
Services, nVent, Pace Auto Service, 
RJM Custom Autobody, Rob Roy 
Hair Salon, Scott Caffrey Plumb-
ing, T&J Plumbing & Heating, 
Tegra Medical, Top Notch HVAC, 
Valente Plumbing, Heating & AC, 
Waters Corporation, Wayne J. Grif-
fin Electric, and Z&E Landscaping.

Career Signing Day reflects a 
growing upward trend of students 
pursuing employment over post-
secondary education. These mod-
ern vocational students are heading 
directly into industry careers 
with high-skill, high-wage employ-
ment, while continuing to build 
experience through full-time work 
and on-the-job training. 

For more information about the 

school, the Cooperative Educa-
tion program, and Signing Day, 
visit www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
signingday.   

About Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
serves the towns of Bellingham, 
Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Milford, Mill-
bury, Millville, Northbridge, Sut-
ton, Upton, and Uxbridge. Located 
in the heart of the Blackstone Val-
ley, BVT creates a positive learning 
community that prepares students 
for personal and professional suc-
cess in an internationally com-
petitive society through a fusion of 
rigorous vocational, technical, and 
academic skills. 

SIGNING DAY
continued from page 1
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UniQue Checking.
Designed Around Your Life.

Our new UniQue Checking accounts make banking feel 
effortless. With two custom crafted accounts, you’re 

able to choose the benefits that fit your lifestyle. Prefer 
an enhanced experience? Step up to our UniQue Plus 
Checking for even more rewards, access, and value.

Select the checking account that fits 
your goals. Apply online or visit any 
branch to get started.

Experience a UniQue way to bank.

Member FDIC | NMLS #583135 | 800.578.4270
49 Church Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588

Gaudette Insurance Agency invites you to our

SATURDAY, 
June 20, 2026

1:00PM - 3:30PM

Whitin Park
Whitinsville, Massachusetts

$100 cash raffles every 15 minutes

Snacks & refreshments

Music throughout the event

Face painting for kids and families

JOIN US FOR A   FREE   COMMUNITY EVENT!

508-234-6333  I  gaudette-insurance.com

11th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day held on May 16th
A great day of family fun, with three sets of siblings among the winners

The 11th Annual Family Fun 
Fishing Day was held on May 
16 where over 225 partici-

pants and their families gathered 
at River Bend Farm on a gorgeous 
Saturday. The event is organized 
by Open Sky Community Services 
and the Blackstone River Water-

shed Association in partnership 
with the Blackstone River National 
Heritage Corridor Volunteers-in-
Parks Program, the Massachusetts 

Department of Conservation & 
Recreation, and the Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife.

In addition to the fishing 
competition, the day included free 
raffles, children’s activities, face 
painting, and food from Pizza 
Box Pizza Truck, Sweet Wise Ice-

Cream Truck, and Las Lemonade. 
This inclusive, free event provides 
an opportunity for people of all 
ages and abilities to come together, 

while learning about and enjoying 
the beautiful Blackstone River. 

Organizers would like to recog-
nize Benjamin Plastering and Bass 
Pro Shops for their financial sup-
port of Family Fun Fishing Day.

For the first time this year, 
the winners included three pairs 
of siblings, Keren and Mauricio 
Melo, Nathaniel and Jasmine Haz-
ard, and Therese Raymond and 
John Nordquist. Winners for each 
age group are listed below:
 
ADULTS: 

Longest fish – Therese Raymond 
of Westborough, 20” fish

Most fish caught – John Nor-
dquist of Northbridge, 27 fish
13-17: 

Longest fish – Nathaniel Hazard 
of Worcester, 8 1/2” fish

Most fish caught – Keren Melo 
of Framingham, 3 fish
9-12:

Longest fish – Mauricio Melo of 
Framingham, 9 1/4” fish

Most fish caught – Dylan Cote 
of Uxbridge, 8 fish
8 AND UNDER:

Longest fish – Nico Skorupa of 
Hopedale, 8 1/2” fish

Most fish caught – Jasmine 
Hazard of Worcester, 3 fish

Left, Mauricio Melo  and right, Jasmine Hazard. Photos supplied by Tara Corcoran of Open Sky
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Published on the 2nd and 4th Fridays 
of the month. Direct mailed to nearly 
65,000 homes and businesses each 
month and available on news stands in 
the region.

2nd Friday: The YankeeXpress South: 
Charlton, Dudley, Webster 
2nd Friday: Blackstone Valley South: 
Douglas, Northbridge & Uxbridge
4th Friday: The YankeeXpress North: 
Auburn, Oxford
4th Friday: Blackstone Valley North: 
Grafton, Millbury & Sutton

Contact us:
Patty Roy, Editor: 
proy@theyankeexpress.com
Submit business news and 
community events to 
news@theyankeexpress.com
To request advertising info, please 
email ads@theyankeexpress.com
Jen Schofield, Publisher: The Yankee 
Xpress, Blackstone Valley Xpress, 
Local Town Pages, Milford and Upton 
Mendon Free Press; 
jenschofield@yankeeshopper.net
Bill Cronan, Blackstone Xpress 
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Northbridge; Millbury, Grafton, Sutton); 
bcronan@theyankeexpress.com
Kate Carr, The Yankee Xpress North and 
South (Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, Oxford, 
and Webster); 
katecarr@localtownpages.com
Susanne Odell Farber, Upton, Mendon, 
Hopedale: sue@sodellconsult.com 
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lgleim@theyankeexpress.com
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Tom D'Agostino, Christine Galeone, 
Mark Marzeotti, John Paul, Janet Stoica, 
Christopher Tremblay
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9 Industrial Road, Milford MA 01757 

508-943-8784 • theyankeexpress.com

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Video Games • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Licensed Insured

FAHEY’S PAINTINGFAHEY’S PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Honest, Dependable Craftsmanship
Using Benjamin Moore Paints
Power Washing & Carpentry

John  508-933-9940 Justin 401-338-0895

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding
• Seasoned Firewood

KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

CharronTreeService.com

Northbridge Senior Center hosts heartwarming 
“The Art of Cats” program
Last week, the Northbridge 

Senior Center welcomed com-
munity members for a special 

cat-themed program celebrating 
the enduring fascination and love 
people have for cats!  The event was 
hosted by artist Siobahn McDonald 
and brought together cat lovers for 
an afternoon filled with laughter, 
creativity, and shared memories.

Throughout history, cats have 
inspired art, literature, and culture, 
and the program gave attendees 
the opportunity to reflect on the 
special role cats have played in 
their own lives. Participants shared 
heartfelt, humorous, and memo-
rable stories about beloved feline 
companions.

The room was filled with many 
laughs as guests exchanged stories 
and experiences, discovering just 

how much joy and companionship 
cats have brought to generations 
of people!  Adding to the event’s 
charm were handmade clay cats 

and decorative cat bowls crafted 
by participants, showcasing both 
creativity and appreciation for 
these beloved animals. The unique 

pieces added a personal and artistic 
touch to the gathering.  For more 
information on the Northbridge 
Senior Center or its programs and 

events, please call (508) 234-2002.

Press release and photos submit-
ted by Amy L. Cowen
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The Little Coffee BeanThe Little Coffee Bean
SUMMER SALE!!

113 Main St, 
Upton, MA

 (508) 529-2161

SOUP AND SOUP AND 
WHOLE SANDWICHWHOLE SANDWICH

Just Just $11.99$11.99
                 (with this coupon)                 (with this coupon)

Remember, 
Remember, GIFT CARDS 
GIFT CARDS Make Make Great Gifts!
Great Gifts!

Look for other 
Summer Specials throughout 

the coming months

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
comes to Uxbridge in June!
The Town of Uxbridge is proud 

to announce an upcoming 
event highlighting recent Mu-

nicipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
grants awarded to the Town.  The 
event is free, and light refresh-
ments will be available.   

The event is an interactive 
session on Saturday, June 13  at 
12:00 noon at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center at 36 South Main Street.  
Those who attend will help cre-
ate the design for the Gray Rock 
Pocket Forest, located on the site 
of the former Gray Rock Estate 
at the corner of E Hartford Ave 
and Crown and Eagle Rd. The 

first interactive session was held 
in January. This session will build 
on ideas developed then, as well 
as work done in the interim by the 
“Posse”, the group responsible for 
administering the project.  Such 
work includes a land survey to 
determine legal borders, wetlands 
delineation, and an informal 
inventory of existing native trees 
and invasive species.  This project 
is built upon the philosophy that 
the public’s involvement ensures its 
relevance and ultimate success.   

You are cordially invited to come 
to the interactive event.

Get involved with this project:
• Become a Citizen Scientist to 

monitor water quality and insects 
before and after dam removal

• Plant native wetland species 
after dam removal  

• Become a Posse member to 
guide the development of the 
Pocket Forest

• Join the Friends of the Gray 
Rock Pocket Forest to receive news-
letters and notification of events.

If interested, contact David 
Tapscott at the Board of Health 
(dtapscott@uxbridge-ma.gov or 
508-278-8600. 

Douglas Public Library Schedule
If you have any questions re-

garding any events, please do not 
hesitate to contact the library at 
508-476-2695 or by email at doug-
las@cwmars.org.  
290 Main St., Douglas; 508-476-2695
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Saturdays, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
CHILDREN’S HAPPENINGS
Tuesday, June 19 at 11:30 a.m. - Music & 
Movement with Deb Hudgins
Wednesday, June 17 at 5:45 p.m.- Reading 
to Bryce (Registration Required)
Monday, July 6 at 10 a.m. - Summer Story-

time (Registration Required)
Wednesday, July 8 at 1 p.m. - Summer 
Reading Kickoff
Thursday, July 9 at 10 a.m. - Summer 
Storytime (Registration Required)
TEEN HAPPENINGS
Tuesday, June 16, June 30, and July 7 at 4 
p.m. - Battletech Club
Saturday, June 20, at 11 a.m.m.- Book Nerds, 
Heartstopper Volume 1 by Alice Oseman
ADULT BOOK CLUBS
Monday, June 22 at 6:30 p.m. - Plot Twisters, 
Where He Can’t Find You by Darcy Coates

ADULT HAPPENINGS
Monday, June 15, June 22, June 29,  and 
July 6  at 6:30 p.m. - Writers Accountability 
Group
Wednesday, June 17, June 24, July 1, July 6 
at 10 a.m. - Fiber Arts Friends
Wednesday, June 24, July 6 at 5:45 p.m. - 
Fiber Arts Friends at Night
Thursday, June 18 at 6 p.m.  - Cookbook 
Collective, Theme TBD
Saturday, June 20 at 10:30 a.m. - SFPL 
Gardeners
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Discover the difference of aDiscover the difference of a
True Dry Cleaner! True Dry Cleaner! 

Dry Cleaning   •   Wet Cleaning
Tailoring & Alterations

Laundry Service   •   Shoe Repair

Monday-Friday  8am-6pm  •  Saturday  8am-2pm

690 Church Street,  Whitinsville
508.372.9004

NOW ECO-Friendly Cleaning

MATTRESS SALE!

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

DELUXE AIR FRY RANGE - Reg. $699.99 ............................................... $749
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................ $299
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99....................................................... $799
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 ......... $1,399
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................. $189
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99.................................... $489.99
FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99 ................... $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99............................ $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99..................... $499.99
WHIRLPOOL SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. $1,499.99 ................................. $1,049.99

A/C’s

PRE-
SEASON

SAVINGS!

Great
Selection!

GAS GRILL
SALE!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

END OF 
THE YEAR

TV
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!

’

Etiquette express: Making everyday interactions better
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE June is a season of new begin-

nings.
Across our communities, tiny 

kindergarten graduates proudly 
cross the stage, middle school stu-
dents prepare for new adventures, 
high school seniors take their first 
steps toward adulthood, and col-
lege graduates launch into careers 
and opportunities that await them.

No matter the age, graduation 
is more than a ceremony. It is a 
milestone that marks growth, per-
severance, and the start of a new 
chapter.

For graduates, this season often 
brings a mix of excitement, an-
ticipation, uncertainty, and hope. 
While some people have a clear 
plan for what comes next, many do 
not, and that is perfectly okay.

One of the greatest lessons we 
learn in life is that our journeys 
rarely follow a straight line.

The world is filled with possi-
bilities. Some opportunities arrive 
exactly as planned. Others appear 
when we least expect them. Be 
open to learning, exploring, and 
discovering what brings you joy 
and purpose.

As you move into your next 
chapter, be patient with yourself. 
New routines, unfamiliar environ-
ments, and changing responsibili-
ties can feel uncomfortable at first. 
Growth often begins with uncer-
tainty. Give yourself permission to 

learn, adjust, and find your footing.
For parents, grandparents, 

family members, mentors, and 
friends, graduation is a time of 
both celebration and reflection. We 
take pride in the accomplishments 
of those we love while recogniz-
ing that a new journey is about to 
begin. It is a reminder to savor life’s 
milestones, cherish the memories, 
and embrace the opportunities that 
lie ahead.

This graduation season, take 
a moment to celebrate how far 
you’ve come and embrace the op-
portunities that await in your next 
chapter. Whether you are receiving 
a diploma, cheering from the audi-
ence, or supporting someone you 
love, remember that every ending 
creates the opportunity for a new 
beginning.

Congratulations to the Class of 
2026 and to graduates of every age! 
Your next chapter is waiting to be 
written.

Q. I am attending a gradua-
tion party for my friend’s 
child, but I do not know 

the graduate very well. What is an 
appropriate gift?

A. Cash and gift cards are 
always appreciated because 
they allow the graduate to 

purchase what they need most. If 

you prefer something more per-
sonal, consider a journal, a quality 
pen, a book on personal growth or 
etiquette, or another practical item 
they can use as they begin their 
next chapter. Thoughtful and use-
ful gifts are always appreciated

Q. My child’s friends are 
graduating. Do I need to 
buy gifts for all of them?

A. No. There is no expecta-
tion that you purchase gifts 
for every graduate you 

know. It is perfectly acceptable to 
give gifts only to those with whom 
you or your family have a close 
relationship. A heartfelt card and 
sincere congratulations are always 
meaningful.

Q. I am unable to attend a 
graduation party. Should I 
still send a gift?

A. A gift is not required if you 
cannot attend. Sending a 
congratulatory card is a 

thoughtful way to acknowledge the 
graduate’s achievement. If you are 
particularly close to the graduate or 
family, you may choose to send a 

ETIQUETTE
continued on page 8 
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Mark Freeman, CEPA

Your Neighbors have Voted us GOLD MEDAL WINNERS 5 Years in a Row! 

800-649-5949  •  medwayoilpropane.com  •  info@medwayoilpropane.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

THE RIGHT 
CHOICE FOR 

DELIVERY 
AND SERVICE

Contact us today for more information!

PROUD WINNER IN THE PROPANE SERVICE & DELIVERY AND HOME HEATING SERVICE CATEGORIES 

Thriving after gray divorce

There’s a growing trend of  
divorce among those ages 50 
and older, often called “gray 
divorce.” While finding your-
self  in this situation can feel 
overwhelming, it also can be 
an opportunity to reclaim your 
independence and create a life 
that reflects your dreams and 
values.

Today, one-third (36%) of  
divorcing adults are 50 or older 
(The Journals of  Gerontol-
ogy, 2022) and 77% of  women 
who experienced gray divorce 
remain single 10 years after 
divorce (“Repartnering follow-
ing gray divorce,” 2019). While 
that might sound surprising, 
many women view this as a 
time to focus on goals, dreams 
and well-being without com-
promise.

Of  course, there are fi-
nancial realities to consider. 
Women older than 50 often 
experience a 45% drop in their 
standard of  living after divorce 
(compared to 21% for men), 
and household income can fall 
by 23% to 40% in the first year 
(“The Economic Consequences 
of  Gray Divorce for Women 
and Men,” 2020). So, building 
financial confidence isn’t just 
important; it’s empowering.

If  you are 50 or older and 
recently divorced, take the fol-
lowing steps with your financial 

advisor. You don’t have to do it 
all at once; small steps can help 
lead to greater financial security 
over time.

1. Find a financial advisor 
who truly listens. If  you’ve 
ever felt unheard or dis-
missed, don’t settle. Your fu-
ture deserves someone who 
respects your voice.

2. Get clear on your finances. 
List your assets, debts, in-
come and expenses to under-
stand your financial situation 
— the first step toward tak-
ing control.

3. Create a flexible plan. In-
clude your current needs, 
short-term goals and retire-
ment aspirations. Instead of  
feeling intimidated, you can 
let a financial advisor help 
make this simple and man-
ageable.

4. Learn about money. Read, 
attend workshops and join 
online communities focused 

on women and finance. 
Every bit of  knowledge adds 
confidence.

5. Build an emergency fund. 
Work toward having three to 
six months of  living expenses 
in a low-risk, liquid account. 
This may take gradual, 
consistent contributions, but 
ultimately, this cushion can 
help provide a sense of  secu-
rity as you navigate your new 
circumstances.

6. Review insurance and your 
employer benefits. Make 
sure your medical insur-
ance coverage is adequate. 
Consider long-term care 
insurance to help preserve 
your retirement assets.

7. Estate planning. Work 
with an attorney to review 
beneficiary designations 
on bank and brokerage ac-
counts while updating your 
will, powers of  attorney 
and, as needed, a revo-
cable living trust.

8. Social Security. If  you 
were married 10 years or 
longer, understand your 
rights to Social Security 
benefits from your ex-
spouse.

Rather than being the 
end, gray divorce can rep-
resent a new chapter. The 
future is yours to shape, and 
it can be as bold, bright and 
fulfilling as you want it to be.

Contact Mark today to dis-
cuss this topic or any of  your 
financial goals. 

Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.
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Spring Up Your Space
Seasonal style starts here!
Budget Blinds of Blackstone Valley
Now Under New Ownership!

Allison LeMay
774.670.8161

alemay@budgetblinds.com
www.budgetblinds.com

Blinds • Shades • Shutters • Drapes • Home Automation

Treasures for the Home from the Heart

129 Main St. (Rte. 122), Blackstone, MA 01504

   508-876-8900 Hours:
Wed.-Sat. 10-5

The Tole Booth
Country • Primitive
Decorative Decor
AND A WHOLE 

LOT MORE!

SUMMERSUMMER  
SIDEWALK SALESIDEWALK SALE
Saturday, June 13 

10am-4pm • Weather permitting

50% OFF AND MORE!50% OFF AND MORE!
Closed for Father’s Day

Closed Sundays beginning June 14th

Congratulations to Douglas 
High School Class of 2026!

gift, though it is not expected.

Q. Is it acceptable to attend a 
graduation party without 
bringing a gift?

A. Yes. While many guests 
choose to bring a gift or 
card, your presence and 

good wishes are what matter most. 
Never allow concerns about a gift 
to prevent you from celebrating 
someone’s accomplishment.

Q: What should I write in a 
graduation card?

A. Keep it simple and sincere. 
Share your congratulations, 
express your confidence in 

the graduate, and offer encourage-
ment for the future. A few heartfelt 
words often mean more than a 
lengthy message.

Etiquette Tip of the Month
When congratulating a gradu-

ate, make it personal. A sincere 
message highlighting a strength, 
accomplishment, or positive qual-
ity is often remembered long after 
the gifts are opened.

Warm regards,
Lee-Ann 

Have a situation you’d like help 
with? Write in or email (info@
investinuma.com) and your ques-
tion may be featured in a future 
column. Let’s build a kinder, more 
respectful world, one interaction 
at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is a certified 
etiquette and leadership coach who 
helps people show up with confi-
dence, kindness, and credibility. 
At Invest in U (www.investinuma.
com), she shares practical tools 
to make everyday moments more 
thoughtful and meaningful—
whether at work, at home, or right 
here in the community.

ETIQUETTE
continued from page 6

GET NOTICED! Contact Bill at 774-289-5564 or by 
email at bcronan@theyankeexpress.com 

to advertise today!
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Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Family Owned and OperatedFamily Owned and Operated

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
BUDGET PLANS • HEAT PUMPS • ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT • OIL TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL 

(508) 234-7002   Northbridge, M A       (508) 234-5193
www.nydamoil.com

FOPPEMA’S FARMFOPPEMA’S FARM“Family Owned & Operated “Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1983”Since 1983”

Flowers and Early Spring Crops, Herb and Vegetable Plants
Now picking: Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cukes, Spinach, RHUBARB and much more

1605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-67111605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-6711
www.foppemasfarm.comwww.foppemasfarm.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed SundaysHours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed Sundays
Massachusetts
grown... and fresher!TM

NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON!

FULL LINE 
OF FRESH 
PRODUCE!

Our OwnOur Own
Pre-PickedPre-Picked

Strawberries!!Strawberries!!

Also featuring: gifts from the garden, baked goods, ice cream, local honey, candy,
 frozen meat products, specialty gourmet foods and much more....

Summer Cleanout is Greener with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe walking through your 
basement has gotten difficult or 
there is no more room in the at-
tic? Perhaps you are planning to 
move, and you need to declutter 
before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can be 
challenging. If you contact one of 
the big haulers, they route you to a 
phone center where they’ve never 
even heard of your town, plus 
their pricing seems vague and full 
of extra fees. No wonder you’ve let 
the stuff pile up—it’s too much of 
a hassle to get rid of it!

Or you can call Affordable Junk 
Removal and let a local small 
business with deep community 
roots take care of everything.

Jay Schadler started his business 
in 2005. Back then, it was just him 
and a beat-up pickup truck taking 
small jobs and working nights and 
weekends when he could. As the 
years rolled on, his business grew, 
but his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 
got a staff of ten, along with eight 
trucks, servicing eastern and cen-
tral Massachusetts and northern 
Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If your garage, attic, or 
office is overflowing with stuff, 
take back your space and let the 
pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have handled 
it all. They’ve dismantled above-

ground pools, hauled away ancient 
hot tubs, taken down old fencing, 
and stripped away worn carpeting. 
They’ll come for a single item, or 
they’ll clean out an entire house. 
And they can take almost any-
thing. They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or concrete, 
but everything else is fair game for 
them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries to 
repurpose items do they end up at 
the transfer station.

Working with Affordable Junk 
Removal is simple. First, you can 
load stuff yourself if you want by 
renting a 15-cubic-yard dumpster 
for a week and chucking up to a ton 
of your unwanted stuff. If you need 
to get rid of more weight, then Jay 
prorates that tonnage—you never 
pay for what you don’t use.

If you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of 
your unwanted things if you pile 
it up. Or if you don’t want to lift a 
finger, then you can point at the 
items, and the team will fill up 

their truck and haul away your 
unwanted things. However you 
do it, you’re left with more space 
and more peace of mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 

customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone call 
goes right to Jay.

And speaking of pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for an 
appointment. There aren’t any 
hidden costs or surprise fees with 
Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving com-
mercial business, working with 
contractors and roofers to clear 
away debris and keep the job site 
clean. They can even handle com-

mercial and residential emergen-
cies with same-day service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston. It’s not uncommon 
for someone to reach Jay at the 
restaurant, order a sandwich, and 
then schedule a junk removal 
appointment. Yes, the local small 
business really can handle every-
thing!

Contact Affordable Junk 
Removal and Dumpster Rental 
and let a local small business take 
care of everything for you. Call 
Jay Schadler at (774) 287-1133 
or visit us online at Affordable-
JunkRemoval.com. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

3 Boston Road (Heritage Plaza) Sutton, MA • (508) 865-6777 
Hrs.: Mon.-Sat. 5:30am-2pm; Sundays 6:30am to 2pm

  SCHULTZY’S PLACESCHULTZY’S PLACE

$300 OFF
~ Summer Special ~~ Summer Special ~

a $20 
purchase
Mon.-Fri. 

ONLY
One per table, not to be combined. Exp. 6/30/26

Winner of Worcester’s 
Hot Dog Safari’s Golden Hot Dog!

Now featuring
Homemade 
Portuguese 

Chourico Hash 
and Corned Beef Hash S

  
 

  
 P

rimitive GoodsPr
imitive Goods

  •Candles  • Handmades•Candles  • Handmades
•Upholstered  Furniture•Upholstered  Furniture

7 Depot Street, 
Uxbridge, MA

 (508) 779-0419

email us onHours: Thurs.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.Hours: Thurs.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

We have something for everyone!We have something for everyone!

•Home & Garden •Home & Garden 
• Primitives & Country• Primitives & Country

• Antiques • Antiques 
•Village Paint•Village Paint

Don’t forget Dad 
on Father’s Day!

•Outdoor items •Garden
•Patriotic •Furniture

And A Lot More!!!

Our New Location Is

7 Depot Street
Uxbridge, MA

We’ve We’ve 
   Moved   Moved

• Carpentry • Siding Repairs
ADVANCED GUTTER SYSTEMS, INC.

• Replacement Windows
• House Cleanouts
• Handyman Services

• Aluminum Seamless Gutters
• Copper Gutters • Gutter Guard

www.gutters-downspouts.com

(508) 278-2202
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL MASS. REG.#128580

CSL #104402

Installations 
•Repairs  •Cleaning

• Ice Dam Removal 
• Roof Snow Shoveling

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

Northbridge Softball
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Having finished with a .500 
record last spring, the 
Northbridge softball 

team found themselves 
in the Division 4 Softball 
Tournament squaring off 
against number 9 South 
Hadley in the Round of 
32. Unfortunately, the 
Rams, who were awarded 
a 24th seed based on their 
record and rankings, fell 
2-0 in the first round of 
the tournament. This year, 
after being realigned into 
the CMAC (Central Mass 
Athletic Conference), the 
Rams once again finished 
around .500, posting a 
10-9 final regular-season 
record.

“With the season 
finished, we are now 
awaiting the rankings to 
come out,” Northbridge 
Coach Dave Mills said. “We’ve 
been hovering around 20-23 pretty 
much since the beginning of the 
season and should end up in that 
area. We are probably not going to 

get a home game with that type of 
ranking.”

Getting a ranking in the low 20s 
after a 10-9 record will be due to 

the Rams having a tough schedule 
with the realignment, placing them 
in a pod with teams with similar 
records, so they were right where 
they belonged.

Leading Northbridge through 
the season have been four seniors, 
all of whom have been with the 
team since the eighth grade. Lorelai 
Drapeau has been the stalwart be-
hind the plate as the team’s catcher 
and has also bashed 5 home runs. 
Kylie Grazulis has been consis-
tently pitching on and off since 
she joined the team, but over the 
past two seasons she has been the 
primary pitcher in the circle for the 
Rams. Grazulis is also one of the 
team’s leading hitters, batting in the 
three slot where she is hitting over 
.400 this season and recorded her 
100th career hit.

The other two Northbridge 
seniors are also captains on the 
team and have been instrumental 

in providing the leadership to the 
rest of the squad. Natalie Fasold, 
who plays second base, and Kallie 
Tevepaugh patrol centerfield for 

Northbridge. Teve-
paugh is not only a 
top-notch defensive 
player in the outfield, 
but she is also the 
team’s leadoff hitter.

“All four players 
have improved greatly 
over the last five years 
for us,” the Rams 
Coach said. “That’s 
what you’re hoping 
for when players join 
the team, especially 
as eighth graders – 
you want them to 
improve.”

A newcomer to the 
team has totally sur-
prised the coaching 
staff. Eighth grader 
Alliana Jimenze has 
been a solid asset to 

the team at third base, while also 
contributing to the batting. The 
youngster leads the team in batting 
with a .520 average through North-
bridge’s 19 games. 

“I brought her up near the end 
of the season last year as a seventh 
grader to fill in for us,” Mills said. 
“We knew that she was a talented 
player and would be a solid fielder 
for us this year, but her bat has 
been explosive, and that was some-
thing we were not aware of.”

Sophomore Isabelle Stanley has 
also contributed to the team’s suc-
cess playing a defensive first base 
for Northbridge. The second-year 
starter has not only shown she can 
flash the leather to the position; she 
has also provided the team with 
some power at the plate, where she 
has hit three home runs this spring.

As the Rams await their seed-
ing fate in the Division 4 Softball 
Tournament, Mills has been getting 
his team ready for the post-season 
when it finally arrives for North-
bridge. 

“Once you get into the tourna-
ment, the sky is the limit. You need 
to continue to work hard, stay fo-
cused and motivated, and you’ll be 
fine,” the Rams’ coach said. “What 
basically happens at this time of the 
season is the team that makes the 
fewer mistakes wins. We can field 
and hit just as good as any team 
in the tournament, and if we can 
execute when we have runners on 
the bases, then we’ll do well.”

Once they get their seeding, 
Mills and his team are hoping that 
their skill will take them past the 
first round and hopefully deep into 
the Division 2 Tournament.

SPORTS
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• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend
• Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam • Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam 

• Compost loam / Compost• Compost loam / Compost

Propane Propane 
tanks filled heretanks filled here

 every day every day
508-476-1129

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pickup or Delivery • CALL FOR PRICING

169 Davis St. (Rte. 16), E. Douglas, MA  

RENTALSRENTALS

CHAMBERLAIN CONSTRUCTION

MULCH and MORE!

Full Circle
T∙R∙E∙E C∙A∙R∙E

MA Certified Arborist

•Expert Pruning
•Planting/Fertilization
•Insect & Disease Control
•Tick & Mosquito Control

Nick Bristowe
774-280-2281774-280-2281

fullcircletree@yahoo.com

Since 1989

GREGORY’SGREGORY’S

303 Main Street, Douglas, MA303 Main Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-2552508-476-2552

restaurant &&  pizzaria ONLY
Location is 

Douglas, MA

  ORDER ONLINE 
at www.gregorys-restaurant.com 

or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors in 
Actual Slabs

 in Yard

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE 
SLABS ON SITE

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

37 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

Congratulations to the Uxbridge Public Schools’ 
graduating class of 2026!

Hats off to the Uxbridge Public 
School’s graduating class of 
2026. On May 29, seniors 

completed the annual tradition of 
visiting the schools, teachers, and 
mentors of their early years at Whi-
tin Intermediate School and Taft.

You may have heard them 

being escorted through town by 
the Uxbridge Police Department; 
these seniors got the send-off they 
deserve. Well done, Class of 2026; 
best of luck in your futures! 

Post and photos from the Ux-
bridge Police Department Facebook 



12  The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com • June 12, 2026

TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

 Serving the Blackstone Valley and the Serving the Blackstone Valley and the
 Surrounding Towns in Worcester County Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster For 2 tons15 yard dumpster For 2 tons

$$500500

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$525525
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$550550
Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs

Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

Rachel Burton of Manchester, Vermont
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

The New England vampire 
scare that took place in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries is widely known in some 
parts of the region. Public aware-

ness of this strange time in New 
England history has grown with 
books, documentaries, movies on 
the subject. Some historians claim 
the panic and its related attempts 
to curtail the creatures of the night 
took place even into the twentieth 

century.
The first known recorded vam-

pire case occurred in Willington, 
Connecticut in 1784. The case of 
Rachel Burton of Manchester, Ver-
mont, took place nine years later 
and is one of the earliest recorded 
cases in the region.

In 1789, Captain Isaac Burton 
married Rachel Harris. She was a 
strikingly beautiful woman with 
a charming personality. About a 
year into their marriage, her health 
began to rapidly decline, and she 
grew more ill with each passing 
day. She was soon diagnosed with 
consumption (tuberculosis), which 
took her to her grave.

Within a short time following 
Rachel’s death, the captain married 
his second wife, Hulda Powell. She, 
too, was a good-looking woman 
with an affable nature. Soon, 
however, Hulda began to show 
symptoms of the same dreaded 
affliction that took Isaac’s first wife. 
Hulda’s strength and vigor were 
waning fast, and something had to 
be done without delay. 

It was then that a strange belief 
took hold of the family and friends 
of Captain Burton. Based on 
other stories they had heard, they 
concluded that the first wife was 

coming back from the grave and 
feeding on the lifeblood of Hulda. 
Perhaps it was revenge for the 
captain remarrying so quickly, or 
it was, more likely, the work of a 
vampire. The word vampire was 
not used at the time. The dead were 
not thought to rise from the grave 
in the dark bowers of the night. It 
was their spirit or ghost that would 
leave the tomb and prey upon the 
living, then return to nourish the 
body that lay in repose. As long as 
the body remained in whole within 
its grave, the spirit would continue 
to make its nightly rounds.

The townsfolk feared that it was 
Rachel’s spirit that was leaving 
the tomb and feeding upon Hulda 
before returning to the grave each 
morning. Family and friends 
pleaded that Rachel’s corpse 
must be disinterred and her vitals 
removed, then burned. This ritual, 
already practiced in a few other 
places in New England, would 
surely exorcise the demon that 
wreaked havoc upon the Burton 
family. 

In February 1793, residents 
gathered at Rachel’s grave and 
began the task of ridding the fam-
ily of its vampire. Rachel had been 
buried for three years when she 

was disinterred. It is reported that 
almost 1,000 people showed up 
for the gruesome event. Her vitals 
were cut out and taken to the forge 
of blacksmith Jacob Mead, where 
they were reduced to ash. Timothy 
Mead, Jacob’s minister brother, 
blessed the remains in an attempt 
to purge the demon that was suck-
ing the life from Hulda. This form 
of medicine did not work, unfortu-
nately, as Hulda succumbed to the 
dreaded consumption on Septem-
ber 6, 1793.

In many similar cases around 
New England, the sick were given a 
concoction of medicine mixed with 
the ashes of the cremated organs. 
It is not recorded whether Hulda 
was administered such a potion 
to imbibe. Folklore and supersti-
tion played a vital part in the fear 
that gripped New England during 
this period. There was no cure for 
consumption, so when medicine 
failed, superstition took over, and 
several practices of exorcising sus-
pected vampires became common.

The ways of the New England 
vampire were strange, but not 
nearly as strange as the cures car-
ried out in hopes of eradicating 
their deadly “bite.”

503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

•Subs •Wraps •Wings •Salads 
•Burgers •Kid’s Menu 
•Seafood •Whole Lot More

SUMMER BASEBALL
WINGS SPECIAL!!

$$5 OFF5 OFF
SuicideSuicide
SqueezeSqueeze

$$7 OFF7 OFF
Yankee Yankee 
HaterHater

$$10 OFF10 OFF
Wild Wild 
PitchPitch

$$15 OFF15 OFF
The The 

CloserCloser
(Good(Good

 thru the  thru the 
World World 

Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!
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39 Locust St., Uxbridge, MA  01569 
(508) 234-6227  |  info@carlinolandscaping.com 

www.CarlinoLandscaping.com 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SHRUB REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION 
 
 

 

       

    

BEFORE AFTER 
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House Laboratory, Digital 
Radiography, Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists Available for Consultation.
Specialty Services available as well as night and weekend appointments.

The moments we choose to keep

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Spring has officially arrived, 
and Luke is feeling it.

He announces the season 
with bold grandeur—shed-
ding the cocoon of his blankets 
and bursting into the yard as if 
he’s been personally invited by 
the sun. Within seconds, he’s 
airborne in spirit if not in fact, 
tearing across the grass with the 
unmistakable swagger of James 
Brown.

“I feel good,” I imagine him 
singing. “You knew that I would.”

He tests the edges of the yard 
like a seasoned explorer, sprint-
ing just shy of the boundary line, 
flirting with freedom but never 
quite crossing it. And just when 
I think he’s finished, he doubles 
back for more.

“Excuse me while I christen 

the grass with my extraordinary 
scent.”

He lowers his head to the 
grass and smears the grass with 
the side of his face. The result 
is equal parts impressive and 
foolish. Then he shakes the earth 
from his head and stares up at 
me. “Need something?” 

“Luke,” I answer with a jangle 

of his leash. “Let’s go for a walk.”
He stops instantly. For a brief, 

hopeful second, I think I’ve won. 
Then his eyes narrow with the 
defiance of a confident Golden.

“Freedom!”
Aretha Franklin channels in.
He darts toward the far edge 

of the yard and reappears with a 
Frisbee clamped triumphantly in 

his mouth.
“You’d rather play?” I try. 

“Okay. Drop it for mummy to 
throw.”

Somewhere in the background 
of my mind, my to-do list flickers 
to life—emails unanswered, er-
rands undone, the quiet pressure 
of a day already spoken for. Time, 
suddenly, feels accounted for.

“I dare you,” Luke seems to 
reply, leaning just out of reach.

My lower back offers another 
perspective. Enough of this. 
You’re too darn old.

“Mummy’s not going to play if 
you can’t drop it,” I tell him, ex-
tending an arm for a final scoop. 
“Give me the Frisbee, please.”

He considers my tone. Then, 
with perfect comedic timing, 
turns his head away.

Negotiations have ended.
I know this game—tug-of-war, 

keep-away, a test of endurance I 
didn’t sign up for today. I do the 
practical thing. I go inside.

From the bay window, I watch 

him. At first, he pauses, as if 
registering my absence. But it 
doesn’t take long. He lowers the 
Frisbee, paws at it, flips it, digs 
around it—transforming a nine-
dollar toy into an entire uni-
verse of possibility. A new game 
blooms like a June rose. The 
writer in me considers potential 
titles: Bury-and-rescue? The 
improvisation of Joy? 

Clearly, he doesn’t need me for 
this game.

And yet.
Standing there, separated by 

glass and intention, I feel the 
small, unmistakable weight of the 
choice I’ve made. Independence 
is a good thing—his and mine. 
The list matters. The day moves 
forward whether I join him or 
not.

But watching him—fully 
absorbed, wholly present, asking 
nothing more of the moment 
than to live inside it—I begin to 
question my math.

Of all the tasks waiting for me, 
none feel quite as immediate as 
the one I declined.

The list will still be there when 
I return.

But this version of Luke—the 
one who believes spring is some-
thing to celebrate at full speed—
won’t wait forever.

I step back outside, take the 
frisbee from his eager mouth, and 
send it sailing—watching it rise 
and arc through the open air like 
a small, bright permission slip, 
reminding me that sometimes the 
highest things we throw are the 
moments we choose to keep.

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG livingwithluke-
valentino
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LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

For tickets and more information,
visit www.IndianRanch.com

JUNE 20 • 12PM

JULY 12 • 1PM

JULY 25 • 1PM

JUNE 12 • 7PM

JUNE 21 • 1PM

JULY 16 • 7PM

JULY 26 • 1PM

JUNE 13 • 1PM

JUNE 28 • 1PM

JULY 17 • 7PM

JULY 30 • 7PM

JUNE 19 • 7PM
AUGUST 28 • 7PM

JULY 11 • 1PM

JULY 19 • 1PM

AUGUST 1 • 12PM

EXPERIENCE QUEEN
A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF QUEEN

BEAUTIFUL LOSERS: TRIBUTE TO BOB SEGER

WHAMMER JAMMER:
TRIBUTE TO THE J. GEILS BAND

ALL SQUIER:
ALL SINNERS PERFORMS BILLY SQUIER

HEARTLESS: HEART TRIBUTE

FACE 2 FACE: TRIBUTE TO ELTON JOHN & BILLY JOEL  .......................................................... AUGUST 14 • 7PM
THE MARSHALL TUCKER BAND  .................................................................................................... AUGUST 15 • 1PM
THE MAVERICKS AND FRIENDS  .................................................................................................... AUGUST 22 • 1PM
PURE PRAIRIE LEAGUE/ATLANTA RHYTHM SECTION/ORLEANS/FIREFALL  .................... AUGUST 23 • 1PM
MELISSA ETHERIDGE  ...................................................................................................................... AUGUST 29 • 7:30PM
CHRIS JANSON................................................................................................................................... AUGUST 30 • 1PM
THE PIKE HAIRFEST .......................................................................................................................... SEPTEMBER 6 • 12PM
NASH ICON LOCAL COUNTRYFEST 2026 ..................................................................................... SEPTEMBER 13 • 12PM
38 SPECIAL ......................................................................................................................................... OCTOBER 3 • 1PM

SCHISM
(TOOL TRIBUTE)

ROTTEN APPLE
(ALICE IN CHAINS TRIBUTE)

LOUNGE FLY
(STONE TEMPLE PILOTS TRIBUTE)

DROWN
(SMASHING PUMPKINS TRIBUTE)

TICKETS
ON SALE

NOW!

INDIAN PRINCESS 
FIREWORKS CRUISE

JULY 2

100 FM THE PIKE 
90s CRUISE 
HOSTED BY 

CHUCK PERKS
AUGUST 15

JUNE 27
JUNE 28
JULY 11
JULY 12
JULY 16
JULY 17

INDIAN PRINCESS
LAKE TOUR

JULY 19
JULY 25
JULY 26
JULY 30

AUGUST 1
AUGUST 14

AUGUST 15
AUGUST 22
AUGUST 23
AUGUST 29
AUGUST 30

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

Douglas High School 
2026 MACWIC Students 
Certified in Advanced 
Manufacturing – Level 1

Congratulations to the Douglas 
High School students in Mr. 
Gionet’s PLTW Civil Engi-

neering and Architecture, PLTW 
Introduction to Engineering, 
PLTW Engineering Essentials, and 
Technology Engineering classes 
had 23 students earn a MACWIC 
certification this year.

This year’s group achieved an 
outstanding 100% passing rate. 
Douglas High School is one of the 
few academic high schools in Mas-
sachusetts to offer this vocational 
training opportunity.

MACWIC Level 1 – Basic Manu-
facturing Skills Credential 
May 2026

Competencies Included: 
Shop Math, Blueprint Reading, Me-
trology, Safety, and Work Readiness

The MACWIC Applied Manu-
facturing Technology Pathway is an 
advanced manufacturing certifica-
tion and credentialing system dedi-
cated to supporting manufacturing 
growth initiatives. This evaluation 
process enables employers to match 
candidates with the appropriate 
competencies for positions while 
helping reduce hiring costs. These 

students have developed valuable 
skills for entry-level manufacturing 
careers.

Students may also earn credit 
at participating colleges such as 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
University of Massachusetts Lowell, 
and Quinsigamond Community 
College, or apply the skills attained 
in undergraduate engineering 
programs.

The following Douglas High 
School students achieved this 
certification:

Highly Proficient
Alex Brunetti, Richie Fonseca, 

Josh Bisson, Ella Greenough, Jacob 
Thomas, Zach Chiasson, Ryan 
McCallum, Jack Oskirko, Tren-
ton Gendron, Liem Dauplaise, 
Ben Brazeau, Ryan Peach, Nah-
ven Felder, Tyler Hackett, Chase 
Blanchette

Proficient
Ayden Bressen, Holden Godfrin, 

Logan Kaminski, Camryn Forbes, 
Sean Vitale, Alex Robertson, Mi-
chael Reade, Jason Hernandez
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Engine Knocks, Dead Clocks and Dirty Odors
Q. When I wear my eyeglass-

es that tint in the sun and 
then get into my car, the 

tint disappears due to something 
related to the windshield. Why 
can’t manufacturers address this 
issue instead of drivers having to 
buy sunglasses?

A. Glasses that darken in 
sunlight (photochromic 
lenses) react to ultraviolet 

(UV) light. Most modern vehicle 
windshields, due to their lami-
nated construction, filter out a 
significant amount of UV light. 
This prevents the lenses from 
activating. Windshields are de-

signed this way not only for UV 
protection but also because the 
laminated glass and bonding ad-
hesive contribute to the vehicle’s 
structural rigidity, roof‑crush 
protection, and airbag support. 
As far as I am aware, there are no 
modern vehicles that do not filter 
UV light through the windshield.

Q. I have a 2009 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Laredo with a 
3.7‑liter V6 engine that is 

making a strange noise. It starts 
fine and drives normally, but 
after about a 15‑minute drive, if I 
shut it off and let it sit for around 
10 minutes, it makes a hammer-

ing noise when restarted. The 
noise changes with engine speed. 
Any thoughts?

A. A technician would need 
to listen to the engine us-
ing a mechanic’s stetho-

scope to pinpoint the source of 
the noise. Based on common 
issues with the 3.7‑liter V6, a 
likely cause is a worn rocker arm 
or lash adjuster. If the noise has 
been present for an extended 
period and left unaddressed, the 
camshaft may also be damaged 
and require replacement.

Q. My wife has a 2003 
Toyota Corolla with only 
70,000 miles. The clock 

has stopped working. Do you 
have any suggestions?

A. The clock is a standalone 
component and is not 
connected to other ve-

hicle computers. After verifying 
that all relevant fuses are intact 
and there are no wiring issues, 
the most likely cause is clock 
failure. A common issue is a cold 
solder joint on the circuit board. 
You could attempt to have the 

circuit board resoldered, or you 
can replace the clock with a new 
or used unit.

Q. Do fuel additives break 
down over time if they 
are stored in a sealed, 

unopened bottle? I found an old 
bottle of Volkswagen Multipur-
pose Gas Additive (G 001 780 
M3) that’s about 7–8 years old. It 
was recommended for my 2012 
VW Turbo Beetle. Should I still 
use it?

A. I spoke with an engineer 
from Sta‑Bil who indi-
cated their additives have 

roughly a five‑year shelf life. It’s 
reasonable to assume the Volk-
swagen additive is similar. While 
it likely won’t cause harm if it 
has remained sealed and appears 
normal, its effectiveness may be 
significantly reduced—much like 
expired medication. Using a fresh 
bottle would be the smarter and 
safer choice.

Q. I was just given a car, 
which I’m grateful for, 
but it smells terrible—a 

mix of an ashtray and a litter box. 
What can I do?

A. I’ve had good results us-
ing an ozone generator to 
remove stubborn odors. 

These devices are commonly used 
in hotels, but they can irritate the 
throat and lungs of chemically 
sensitive individuals and may de-
grade rubber seals if overused. As 
an alternative, I recently tried an 
aerosol odor‑eliminating fogger 
from Mothers Car Care Products, 

which claims to eliminate up 
to 99 percent of odors and has 
worked well in my experience.

Q. I’m looking to buy a new 
SUV. How does the Ford 
Ex-

plorer 
compare to 
the Toyota 
Highlander 
and Kia Tel-
luride?

A. The 
Toy-
ota 

Highlander 
has an excel-
lent reputation for long‑term 
reliability and strong resale 
value. The Kia Telluride stands 
out for its upscale, spacious 
interior and its impressive 
10‑year/100,000‑mile powertrain 
warranty. Historically, Ford 
has trailed Toyota and Kia in 
reliability, but the Explorer has 
improved as of late and offers 
stronger performance, more 
engine choices, and advanced 
technology features. If you 
plan to keep a vehicle for three 
years or less, the Ford Explorer 
is a solid choice. If long‑term 
ownership and peace of mind are 
priorities, the Toyota Highlander 
or Kia Telluride may be better 
options. Ultimately, test‑drive all 
three, explore the technology, and 
choose the one that best fits your 
needs and preferences.

THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm
WWW.CROTHERSTIRE.COM

110 Linwood Ave
Whitinsville, MA
(508) 234-9442

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm; 

Sat. 7am-Noon; 
Closed Sundays

All Major Tire Brands
Diagnostics
AC Recharge
Scheduled Maintenance 
Programs

Full Automotive
  Repairs
4-Wheel Alignment
Timing Belts
Diesel Repair

NEW EXPANSION OF 7 SERVICE BAYS!!!

Proudly Serving Worcester County for 4 Generations!

Diagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-UpsDiagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups

WE DO IT ALLWE DO IT ALL
Total Car Care!Total Car Care!

194 N. Main St.194 N. Main St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569Uxbridge, MA 01569

508-278-4302508-278-4302

Bloem’s Auto RepairBloem’s Auto Repair

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA•508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www.kearnscollision.com

KKearnearnSS
K

COLLISION Repair
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. 
Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.

Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your dream house, or 
refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage lenders are here to help.  

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering personalized guidance 
and making the mortgage process feel a little less overwhelming and a 

lot more approachable. From your first home to your forever home – we’re 
here to help.

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 
www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.com or 
scan the QR code to connect with one of 
our trusted lenders today.

SEALCOATING & PAVING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

However could you please take out-
Commodities-Consignments and some 
dealers present and replace w/ starting 
may 16 and 17 outside fl ea market and 
craft fair -all welcome. every week-
end.
please fi x auction section-please have 
it read see leo for upcoming fi eld auc-
tiom in june  (no sale )              
Ad is BEAUTIFUL!!

151 Davis St., Douglas MA 
(508) 476-3926 Located 1.5 miles off of Route 146 

exit 6 on  Route 16 in Douglas

Classic Car 
Service and Repair

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
& AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

(508) 476-3926

• Brakes
• Tires
• Shocks
• Exhaust

Specializing in Transmissions

• Alignments
• Tune-Ups
• All General 
  Repairs

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-KNIGHTEDU-KNIGHTED

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable

Did you try to buy a home last 
year but end up pressing pause?
Maybe you couldn’t find a 

home that really fit your 
needs. Or maybe the ones 

you liked just weren’t affordable. 
Those 
were the 
top two 
reasons 
buyers 
gave up 
on their 
search 
in 2025. 
But this 
Spring, 
there’s 
one trend 
that could 

help fix both of those frustration 
points: more homes are hitting the 
market. The number of fresh list-
ings. Data shows there are nearly 
2x as many new listings hitting the 
market today as there were just 3 
months ago. Those are homes the 
seller just put up for sale.

This is a significant rise, and 
while we usually see an uptick as 
we head into the busiest time of 
the year, this increase was bigger 
than normal. New listings jumped 

21.2% from February to 439,000, 
a larger-than-typical seasonal 
surge. March typically sees the 
biggest month-over-month jump 
in new listings of the entire buying 
season, averaging an 18% increase 
since 2017; this year it exceeded 
20%. That means more sellers are 
jumping back into the market, and 
that’s giving buyers more fresh 
options to choose from. So, if you 
feel like you have seen everything 
out there and still nothing was 
quite right, this may be your mo-
ment. With that many “just listed” 
homes, one of them could be ex-
actly what you’ve been searching 
for. This trend is happening across 
most of the country, so you should 
have more options pretty much 
wherever you are.

Earlier this year, the Northeast 
had fewer new listings because 
winter storms delayed sellers 
from putting their homes on the 
market. But now, that region is 
catching up fast. In March, new 
listings jumped across nearly 
every state, especially in the 
Northeast, helping drive a strong 
national rebound.

What rising inventory means 
for you. Right now, there are 
almost a million homes for sale 
nationwide. That’s up over 8% 
compared to last year. With that 
many homes on the market, there’s 
a much better chance something 
will fit what you’re looking for, es-
pecially with so many new options 
being added right now. One of the 
most encouraging signals heading 
into the spring home-buying sea-
son is the improvement in for-sale 
inventory levels compared with 
last year... More homes on the 
market give buyers greater choice 
and, combined with improved 
buying power, expand the range 
of homes they can realistically 
consider.

More fresh listings are hitting 
the market right now, and that’s 
creating real opportunity. If you 
put your search on hold last year, 
this Spring may be the time to 
jump back in. Connect with a 
member of The Marzeotti Group 
or a trusted local real estate agent 
to see what’s newly available in 
your area.

Eight Great Years for BVT Student Coun-
cil Consecutively Earning National Gold 
Council of Excellence Award 
For its exemplary record of 

leadership, service, and 
activities supporting both 

the school and community, the 
Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School 
(BVT) Student Council has been 
recognized as a 2026 National 
Gold Council of Excellence by the 
National Association of Student 
Councils. This marks the eighth 
consecutive year BVT’s Student 
Council has earned this top 
award.

To qualify for the National 
Council of Excellence Award, 
a student council must meet 
various criteria, such as crafting a 
written constitution, conducting 
regular meetings, and adopting 
a democratic election process. 
Additionally, it demonstrates suc-
cessful sponsorship and partici-
pation in leadership development 
and activities that serve its school 
and the broader community.

“Our students are our best 
ambassadors, and they continue 
to impress us through their col-

laborative efforts,” said Superin-
tendent-Director Mr. Anthony E. 
Steele II. “The Student Council’s 
dedication and consistent, award-
winning efforts to improve both 
their school and local commu-
nities through leadership and 
service have earned distinction.”

“We are also proud of our advi-
sors, Danielle Cann and Megan 
Wilk, who guide and empower 
our council members through 
annual service projects and fun-
draising efforts that truly make 
a difference in the lives of our 

families and community,” added 
Mr. Steele. 

This national recognition 
honors student councils that 
demonstrate exemplary leader-
ship, service, and commitment to 
their schools and communities. 
Earning this prestigious award 
for eight consecutive years is a 
significant achievement for BVT 
and its Student Council members.

To learn more about the BVT 
Student Council, visit www.val-
leytech.k12.ma.us/studentcouncil.
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Happenings!

FOR RESERVATIONS, EVENT TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

WEEKLY SPECIALS

PRIME RIB
WEDNESDAY

12OZ PRIME RIB 
+ TWO SIDES 

FOR $30

STARTING
AT 4PM

EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 
& THURSDAY
2PM TO 5PM

HAPPY
HOUR

JUNE 26

JULY 10

JULY 31

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 19 

For sale 

1984 Glastron Boat
17 ft. with 115 horse Mercury outboard motor 

with Shorelander Trailer. $2000.00. 

508-737-4942

WE BUY CARS!WE BUY CARS!
DEAD OR ALIVE!DEAD OR ALIVE!

Call Rob 
at (508) 958-7138

Evergreen Auto, Inc.

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

BUYINGBUYING
OLD TOYSOLD TOYS

                          

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID
For Your Childhood

Toy Collections from
1980s  - 1990s1980s  - 1990s
STAR WARS, He-man,
Garbage Pail Kids, etc.

Please Call 860-933-5549

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers. 
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to 
news@theyankeexpress.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 13
• Dementia Friendly Charlton Brunch
If you and/or a loved one are living with 
dementia, join us for a welcoming, low-key 

social outing. Dementia Friendly Charlton is 
hosting brunch for those with dementia and 
their care partners on Saturday, June 13 from 
10:30am to 12pm at the Charlton Federated 
Church, 64 Main St, Charlton. To help us plan, 
please register your interest in attending 
before June 8 th . Recognizing that unex-
pected situations may arise, cancellations 
can be made up to the morning of the event. 
To register, cancel or for questions: phone 
(508-248-5550) or email: dementiafriend-
lycharlton@gmail.com. Please provide name 
and number of attendees.

TUESDAY, JUNE 16
• Regional musician and Dan Kirouac will bring 
his successful and singer Dan Kirouac will 
bring his program The Music of McCartney: 
The World’s Most Successful Songwriter to the 
Oxford Free Public Library on Tuesday, June 
16 at 6 p.m. The program, delivered on piano 
and vocals, will explore the music of Paul Mc-
Cartney from the Beatles years through Wings 
and into the 1980s, highlighted by informa-

tional commentary. Dan Kirouac is a 40-year 
veteran of the New England music scene, and 
has appeared in two long-term Beatles tribute 
bands from 2000 to 2022. The program is free 
and open to the public.  For more information, 
please call the library at (508) 987-6003. This 
program is sponsored by the Oxford Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
• Dudley's Town-wide Yard Sale! What better 
time for a yard sale than the end of spring-
cleaning season?  Office: 508-949-8030 Mo-
bile: 508-847-2206 The Dudley Recreation 
Commission has set its annual town-wide 
yard sale for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 20, with 
a rain date of June 27. Residents are invited 
to set up and sell at their home or at the 
Dudley Town Hall where free 10x10-foot 
spaces are available in the parking lot on 
a first-come, first served basis. A site map, 
prepared by the Recreation Commission, will 
guide bargain hunters to the sale locations. 
Participants are encouraged to register for 
free by June 6 to be included in a map. The 
maps will be available for a $3 donation at 
the Dudley Town Hall from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
To register, email recreation@dudleyma.
gov with your name, address, phone and 
description of the items for sale, or stop by 
the Recreation Office at Town hall.
•  The 7th Annual Church Street Sidewalk 
Sale 10 a.m.–2 p.m., rain or shine, on 
Church Street in Whitinsville, hosted by the 
Milltown Merchants. The event has grown 
into a community gathering featuring local 
shops, vendors selling handmade goods, 
food, family activities, young entrepre-
neurs, and opportunities for neighbors to 
come together and spend time in down-
town Whitinsville. It’s something many 
families now look forward to each summer.
Seven years ago, several local Church Street 
shop owners came together with the hope 
of bringing the tradition back to life from its 
Baker’s Dept. Store roots, not only as a shop-

ping event, but as a true community gather-
ing. Since then, the sale has grown into a 
yearly celebration focused on supporting local 
businesses, connecting neighbors, and bring-
ing families and the community together. 
While guests can certainly enjoy shopping 
from over 30 local vendors, artisans, makers, 
and small businesses, the day is about much 
more than shopping. It is about community 
spirit, seeing familiar faces, meeting new 
ones, supporting local families, and spending 
a fun day together in the heart of Whitinsville. 
This year’s event will feature local vendors, 
handmade goods, food, kids’ activities, 
family-friendly entertainment, and a special 
Youth Entrepreneur Area showcasing talented 
young business owners from the community. 
The Church Street Sidewalk Sale continues 
to be a reminder of what makes small-town 
communities so special, neighbors supporting 
neighbors and local businesses working 
together to create something meaningful for 
the community.

SATURDAY, JULY 18 
• Northbridge Annual Fireworks Show. (Rain 
date July 19) Gates open at 5 p.m. Celebrate 
our nation’s 250th birthday with an evening 
of music, activities, food and a spectacular 
fireworks display at Northbridge Middle 
School in Whitinsville.
• Come and celebrate America's 250th 
with St. Patrick's Parish, 7 East Street, 
Whitinsville on Saturday, July 18th from 
5pm - 9pm.  They will be serving dynamites 
and ice-cold beer prior to the Northbridge 
fireworks!  The menu will also include hot 
dogs, chips, soft drinks, and treats. Take-out 
options will also be available.  FMI 508-
234-5656 . Payment by cash or VENMO. The 
rain date for this event is July 19th.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
• The Whitin Community Center (WCC) 
is excited to invite all automotive en-
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HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 18

508-832-5981

Celebrating 75 years in Business

GraftonGrafton,, MA MA

4th of july
  PARADE

WE WANT YOU TO BE PART OF OUR 4TH OF JULY PARADE. 
LET'S CELEBRATE OUR COMMUNITY, OUR FREEDOM, AND OUR SPIRIT!

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE 

DRIVE
SHOW OFF 

 YOUR VEHICLE 
AND SPIRIT!

CREATE 
A FLOAT

BUILD SOMETHING 
AMAZING!

WALK
BRING YOUR GROUP, 
YOUR FRIENDS AND 
YOUR ENTHUSIASM!

Sign Up 
Today



Run to Remember
On Sunday, members of the 

Uxbridge Police and Ux-
bridge Fire Department 

participated in Boston’s Run To 
Remember. This annual 5-mile 
or half-marathon run through 
Boston honors first responders, 
bringing together participants 
from all over the country.

This year, the Uxbridge Police 
Department and Fire Department 
ran in memory of Stephen LaPorta. 

The members of the Police and 
Fire Departments love and miss 
Steve dearly.

Cheers and high-fives, along 
with camaraderie and friend-
ship, motivated everyone to push 
through to the finish! Congrats, 
guys and gals!

Post and photos taken from the 
Uxbridge Police Facebook Page. 

thusiasts and families alike to celebrate 
the 12th Anniversary of our highly antici-
pated “Cars In The Park” event. Join us for a 
day of automotive excellence and commu-
nity fun from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Whitin 
Park, 60 Main St., Whitinsville.  This year’s 
Cars In The Park promises an unforgettable 
showcase of classic and contemporary cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles. Participants can 
vie for the prestigious Best In Show title 
and 25 other trophy categories, People’s 
Choice Award, with the first 100 registered 
vehicles again this year receiving exclusive 
Show Dash Plaques and Goodie Bags. The 
event will also feature a selection of food 
trucks, exhibit vendors, a 50/50 raffle, and 
live entertainment, ensuring a fun-filled 
day for the entire family. Entry is compli-
mentary for all spectators, making it the 
perfect summer outing.  Last year’s event 
had a turnout of over 300 cars! Vehicle 
owners are encouraged to register early 
and take advantage of a special $10 dona-
tion fee before July 15th, after which the 
registration donation will increase to $20. 
Pre-registration closes on August 12, 2026. 
Registration for vehicles is available online 
at www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com, in-
person at our Member Services Desk, or on 
the day of the event. Additionally, we are 
now welcoming applications from exhibit 
and food vendors looking to be part of 
this exciting event. Funds raised during 
Cars In The Park will directly support the 
Whitin Community Center’s mission as a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedi-
cated to enhancing the health, well-being, 
and community spirit of the Blackstone 
Valley. For more information on vehicle 
and vendor registration, volunteering, or 
any other inquiries, please visit our web-
site or contact Tammy Bodwell, Director of 
Operations, at Tammy.Bodwell@OurGym.
org or call 508-234-8184 ext 118.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

CALL TODAY
508-476-1500

14 West Street, 
Douglas, MA 

508-476-1500

BEN’S CONTAINER
 & RUBBISH

Delivering affordable and fast 
dumpster, portable toilet and luxury 
restroom trailer service throughout 

the Southern New England Area.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
•15 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•20 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•Standard Portable Toilets
•ADA Accessible Portable Toilets
•Luxury Heated and Cooled 
  Restroom Trailers
•Emergency Service Deliveries on 
  Nights & Weekends

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

Share your Talent
in an inclusive community that 

welcomes all abilities!
Take Down the Wall Presents: 

OPEN MIC NIGHTS
Learn and collaborate with other musicians!

6:00-8:30pm

Saturday, June 13, 2026
June’s theme: Through The Decades

Featured Artist:

Nathaniel Paine 
& the Time Travelers

Saturday, July 11, 2026
July’s theme: 

Christmas in July

Sign ups begin @ 5:30pm
Singh Performance Center, 60 Douglas Rd., Whitinsville, MA 

Hosted by Open Sky’s Community Membership Dept. 
Questions? Michelle.Benjamin@openskycs.org or visit openskycs.org/openmic

campWHITIN
WHITIN COMMUNITY CENTER

FUN. FITNESS. FRIENDSHIPS.

40th Anniversary
1986-2026

9 Weeks Of Camps
Sports • Activity • Educational

Registration
members: march 16th
Guests: March 23rd

June 22nd - August 21st
(for campers ages 4-13)

Please Register Online - www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com
NOTE: Financial assistance available to those who qualify. Please see website for details.

Sizzling


